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ETHIOPIA, TPLF AND ROOTS OF THE 2001
POLITICAL TREMOR

Paulos Milkias Ph.D. ©2001

Marianopolis College/Concordia University

Haile Selassie University in 1974 under the namealiber Gesgesti Behere Tigray,” [generally

known by its acronym — MAGEBT, which stands fordBressive Tigray Peoples' Movemerit'.]

The founders claim that even though the movemesttaetically designed to be nationalistic it
was, strategically, pan-Ethiopign.

The primary structural document the movement peed in the late 70’s, however, shows it to be
Tigrayan nationalist and not Ethiopian orientedits content. It was also pro-Eritrean independéntae
original manifesto was drafted clearly as Tigrayahnic struggle for independence not as one seekiag
political liberation of Ethiopia from the dictatdip of the Derd.In fact, this stand did not change until 1984.

MAGEBT, as a movement was based on the Leninistiple of Democratic Centralism. Politburo and
Central Committee members were elected by majaidtyhe leadership whose legality was watched by an
auditing commission. As Lenin dictated in "Whattisbe Done," factionalism was strictly prohibitetieas
would filter upwards but once policies were adopteawer was intended to flow only downwards. Bregki
this rule was punishable by severe penalties imetudeath.

As the struggle progressed in the countryside,nidmme of the movement was changed to “Tegadlo
Harnet Hizbi Tigray” [Tigray People's Revolutionaljovement] Later, it was renamed “Tigray People’s
Liberation Front” [TPLF.]

In the 1980s, the TPLF received backing almostuskeely from among the Tigrayan population of
northern Ethiopia. Nevertheless, it alleged to eeotied to the structuring of one united nationahfrstanding
for all classes and ethnic groups struggling agaihe Mengistu dictatorship. A proposal suggestihg
formation of a united front grounded on a "minimpnegram,” with the single purpose of smashing Mstug
dictatorship was released on May 8, 1984. By tinmetthe TPLF had extended its reach into mostigfay
and adjacent parts of Wallo and Gojam. The guarmilbvement was very clear about the ideology @ndéed to
implement in Tigray and Ethiopia: it was none otttean the tenets of the Marxist-Leninist Leaguéligfray
bases on the Albanian model.

During the two months following the 1988 New Yetlie TPLF was engaged in life and death struggle
against the central government army. By 1989, tiéopian army had withdrawn completely from theypnce
and the TPLF had seized the entire territory ofrdyg including major towns such as Makale, Aksurd an
Endaselassie.

When in 1989, Mengistu Haile Mariam slaughterederihan 200 officers including the well trained
and most experienced generals that Emperor HaiesSe government carefully trained in military demies,
the TPLF's moved quickly to develop a united frdnt.January 1989, it entered into an alliance with
Ethiopian People's Democratic Movement (EPDM), @akaway organization of the EPRP constituted mainly

The TPLF has its roots in Marxist oriented Tigrayiwgnsity Students' movement organized at

" A paper presented to” the Proceedings of thenat@nal Conference on Contemporary Development
Issues in Ethiopia,” Ethiopian-American Foundati@restern Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Mich.,
U.S.A,, Aug. 18, 2001
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of Amharas from Gondar, Wallo, and Northern Showhae EPDM, being militarily in control of some 2.5
million people by the fall of 1989.The two had cdimiated their military activities during the preusdecade,
but they had not formed a political unity. The EPBMgenda, like that of the TPLF, recognized thbtrof all
nationalities to self-determination up to and inlbthg secession and the establishment of a demodtttiopia
once Mengistu had been deposed.

The TPLF also brought together military captivéOoomo lineage from the war with the Derg, and
together with defectors form the Oromo Liberatioror® [OLF,] created the Oromo People's Democratic
Organization [OPDO] to claim legitimacy in Oromiaater, the Southern Ethiopia People’s Democratmngr
[SEPDF] was added in order to expand into SoutEghiopian territories that are not populated by @os or
Somalis. This phantom political party was named Eikiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front
(EPRDF.) The EPRDF's charter which borrowed govermileas almost exclusively from the TPLF manifesto
called for the elimination of the relics of feudali and imperialism from Ethiopia, the establishmehta
democratic government system, the creation of aligenpeople's government based on people's coutiods
guarantee of basic human and civil rights, anddeiérmination up to and including secession fboppressed
nationalities in the country.

The EPRDF led by the TPLF immediately moved frasnbiastions of Tigray, Wallo, and Gondar and
expanded into northern Showa. As its expansioneas®d, the EPRDF thrust drove the leaderless and
demoralized central government forces. The victoas so complete that the former found it imposstble
consolidate the areas it occupied for the purpdsastituting viable political structures. Within span of six
weeks, beginning in August 1989, the EPRDF wounateckptured close to 20,000 government troopsedeiz
immense amounts of Soviet supplied military equipmén part, these advances were facilitated by the
demoralization of the Ethiopian military followirdgfections from the Derg. The EPRDF augmented ilitany
capacities from then on by amalgamating the turtscidio its own army. Soon, the entire provinceJigfray,
Wallo, Gondar, Gojam, Northern Shoa and parts ofl&ja were in EPRDF's fold and Addis Ababa was
surrounded. Mengistu fled to Zimbabwe to save lies dnd his replacement, General Tesfaye GebrerKida
called on the Ethiopian soldiers to lay down thaims and surrender to the EPRDAddis Ababa thus fell
without much resistance and bloodsfed.

Meles Zenawi’'s major allegiance was always to mloeth - in particular to the Tigrigna speaking
population of Ethiopia and Eritrea. People alwaimember that the Premier had no qualms about tinetryo
he rules because he has repeatedly incensed Ethiepnsibilities. At one time, he called the Etlaopflag a
mere “piece of rug.” At another time, he retorthdttthe ancient history of Axum has “no real refe& to the
southern people of Ethiopia. However, in the exsrarf power, whether in Tigray or in Ethiopia, hasw
constrained because of the existence of a goverinmitnn a government. The TPLF Politburo and trenttal
Committee in Mekele always charted major decisibpsvhich he had to abide. For example, privatisatio
including the turning of the government owned HiecPower Corporation was planned for early in kst
decade. However, even though the government hadegakegislation, and had even printed it in the
authoritative Gazette, it could not be implemeriiedause the power centre in Mekele opposed it.

Particularly after the Eritrean invasion, Melesswaot trusted. Abay Tsehaye and Alemseged
Gebreamlak were left as minders for the TPLF politband Central Committee in Addis Ababa where tesy
to monitor the Prime Minister’'s activities. As tinpassed, Meles could not even depend on suppart the
Tigray regional state because delegates for theFTétdngress are normally picked by conferences imelts
four zones - and most of his political opponentshi@ Politburo and Central Committee spend far ntione
there in close contact with the party rank andtfilen himself. Meles had therefore decided to cadhg status
quo ante.

In 1997, at a meeting of the TPLF Central Comraitteat was convened at the Economic Commission
for Africa Hall in Addis Ababa, the Prime Ministelropped a bombshell. He told the members who were
hitherto in control of every policy decision notlpim Tigray, but also in the rest of Ethiopia tthe Mandate
of the TPLF was over.
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Meles explained that the TPLF as a front hadtiatafrom the beginning, two basic contradictions t
contend with. The primary contradiction was, helaxgd, to neutralize the forces that militatediagiatheir
avowed aim, to achieve self-determination for th@meland of Tigray. This, he explained, has alydaeken
accomplished. Their organization had defeated thailiest rivals, the EDU, the TLF and the EPRPert ht
defeated another rival, the ELF by coordinatingatees with the EPLF, at that time their ally agsithe Derg.
The TPLF had continued its struggle until it deéehtheDerg and liberated the entire province of Tigray. It
then continued to follow the Derg to its seat ofvpo in Addis Ababa until it crushed its militaryré@s and
took over the whole of Ethiopia.

Meles further claimed that a “narrow nationalistganization opposed to Ethiopia's larger aim, the
Oromo Liberation Front [OLF] was also vanquishee. &tided that the TPLF's avowed aim as a revolutjona
guerrilla force, to enable all nationalities to @nthe right of self determination was achievedtr&a, he said
was given the opportunity to decide its own fateabgeferendum and thus succeeded to declare indepea
from Ethiopia bringing peace to the region. Funihere, Meles saidkilils [state zones] were drawn to give
every major nationality in Ethiopia the right tontml its own destiny, to have its own regional gmment, to
advance its own economic and cultural interesteate even the right to self-determination up tession - all
of which have now been enshrined in the constitLtioln subsequent meetings, Meles stressed thatatie f
that the EPLF had been soundly defeated by theynewhted Ethiopian army in the 1999-2000 campaigg
puts urgency on the dismantlement of the anachforugyanization - the. TPLF.

It should be crystal clear here that Meles’ intensto dismantle the TPLF was not motivated
ideologically. The truth is that on a personal leve had nothing to loose. Shifting musical chairade no
difference at least in the short term. He has dirdast grip on the seat of power in his Tigrayéaade had, of
course, none in the rest of Ethiopia. His revaridh&inct was therefore to politically bury hisesmies before
they buried him. To use Mengistu Haile Mariam’s @idnadmittance of his bloody purge, he wanted ‘aweh
for breakfast those who waned to have him for llinch

The secondary contradiction according to Melegesh was bringing a solution to the internal profse
of all those engaged in governing since 1991. Tiwelved deviation from the original course of saist
reconstruction, the involvement in corruption ahd tendency to adapt dictatorial and bourgeoitudtiin the
entire leadership of the TPLF and the EPRDF.

Meles suggested that once the TPLF is dissoladigs would be organized to compete on the bdsis o
ideology not ethnicity. He mentioned the case ohdlta as a prime example where Conservative, Liberal
Social Democratic [NDP] Communist [M-L] and evemagatist [Block Quebecois] parties compete fororal
and regional parliamentary seats.

People present at the meeting report that thea¥igationalists led by the Tewolde-Siye group were
astounded by this bold suggestion and argued agdeies vehemently. The dissidents’ fear was thieles
continued in the same direction, the TPLF mightseds grip on Ethiopian economics and politicgs Ihot
surprising therefore that since the rift appeatiedy have attacked Meles for undermining Tigray amgtayan
nationality for which many of their comrades gakeit lives.

In order to gain support in their home provintes Tewolde-Siye faction knowing the level of inged
sentiments of narrow nationalism alleged that Meliempted to put an end to special advantagesdeut®o
Tigray due to its devastation by war as well adam po dismantle a consortium of Tigrayan companieder
the Endowment Fund For the Rehabilitation of Tig(&FFORT), which was at that time headed by Siye
Abraha. They also harped on the fact that Melesheras an Eritrean who voted in the Eritrean iretegence.
Although this may not be a major issue elsewhéris, & serious matter in Tigray where merchants tosir
livelihood when Tigrayan-Eritrean trade was desttbpy Asmara’s black marketers and where no faexigts
that did not loose at least a distant cousin invthelsaias unleashed on them starting in 1998

During a period spanning a decade, it was theemdr secretiveness developed during the era of
guerrilla struggle that kept the boiling cauldronthe chambers of the TPLF organization from commthe
open. The rift became serious in 1994 when Eritveéa whom the EPRDF had signed a defence pactdeva
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the Hanish Islands that belong to Yemen. Althoudhas been reported by the Western Media that ulere|
between the two TPLF factions emerged becauseeoboinder war with Asmara, the most recent rift altyu
started before the Ethiopian-Eritrean war of 1908&2

The first sign of rift emerged when Isaias Afewarkvaded Yemen's Hanish islands. Tewolde, Siye and
General Hayelom among others argued that sinceeBst action was one of invasion, Ethiopia shoeld r
examine its military pact with Eritrea. Meles, SabNega and the others not only disagreed: thegidered
Isaias action as legal and just since the islaetisniged to Eritrea.

General Hayelom was assassinated under mystericusnstances. The person arrested in connection
with the assassination [Yassin] was speedily serihe firing squad. And an individual assignedreeistigate
the assassination was himself gunned down whila amission to Nairobi. The Sebhat-Meles Faction igdo
the Tewolde-Siye group and supplied Eritrea witbrfbelicopters and other war materiel to shorepitruits
war with Yemen.

Three months before Isaias' army invaded the Riduoterritory of Badme, a group led by Siye Abraha
sounded a warning that Eritrea seemed to be preptwilaunch an attack against Ethiopia. The Teaxde
group, who had always considered Meles soft onrd&jtwarned of an impending military invasion from
Asmara three months before the incursion took pl&@ Meles and his group dismissed the idea as
preposterous.

An American strategic affairs analyst notes tltaibading to inside sources, what expired
during the time Meles was confronted with the tgadf an impending invasion shows that he
conducted the Eritrean issue all by himself:

Meles, according to reliable sources, "went intsemzy" and denied that his old mentor,
Eritrean President Isaias Afewerki, would be plagnsuch an event. He subsequently went to great
lengths to suppress intelligence reports, whictegdear evidence of the Eritrean plan to invadd, an
to suppress those who brought the information. Adiog to theDefence & Foreign Affairsources,
when Eritrea did, in fact, invade Ethiopia in 19889se in the TPLF Politburo who had warned of
the impending attack confronted Meles, who toldnthinat the attack had really been a surprise
because [Ethiopia] had a military pact with Eritr&hen his fellow-Politburo members asked who
had approved such a pact ("not the TPLF, not thRIEHP and definitely not the Government of
Ethiopia and the Parliament which decides on suatters"), he said: "Well, we had one [pact].” The
Politburo members insisted that he cancel the ipamiediately and take the issue of the invasion to
Parliagrgent. Meles resisted and said that the malteuld be handled only by the Prime Minister's
office.

The Prime Minister thus succeeded to block itswlision in the politburo arguing that Eritrea haal t
much at stake to try to invade Ethiopia. The PrMinister instead introduced an agenda that wouluate
the workings of the TPLF and the EPRDF. This agamdsa being discussed when war broke out between the
two countries.

As the Tewolde-Siye group warned, Eritrea didnudtiely carry out an unprovoked aggression. A row
emerged again when Isaias whose army took a pugisléfeat on the Badme front in February 1999 sbagh
political settlement and accepted the technicarayement suggested by the OAU and the US, whibladt
previously rejected. The Tewolde-Siye group thauad that it infringed on Ethiopia’s national saignty
vehemently opposed acceptance of the document. ¥owkleles fought for its acceptance sighting fassi
international sanctions by the major powers, paldidy the US and the EU. The Tewolde-Siye groupuaed
Meles of being soft on Eritrea and even suggestethight be committing a treasonous act. When thitema
was debated and put to vote in the central committee Siye group won 17 to 13. Even though it duoats
really have any clout, the EPRDF also decided #mesway in a bitter debate. The Prime Minister tas
soundly defeated on the issue. This created furdnmarour between the two factions, a rancour trest lidden
from the public because of a need to show unity @solve in the face of a vicious war taking platehe
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North.

The Gimgema[Reassessment], which was interrupted by the was, resumed after Ethiopia's victory
against Eritrea in May 2000. But a problem arosemwkthe Prime Minister insisted to discuss a 70Gzpag
document at the centre of which was the topic adri&@partism”, corruption and anti-democratic behawio
the TPLF leadership.

In general, there were four main themes presefiatediscussion. Whereas the first theme evoked the
peril of “Bonapartist Decay” and the danger to ¥ieyane Revolution in general, there was also afrtiait the
TPLF/EPRDF might be slowly transforming itself irdonew aloof, anti-democratic and corrupt rulingssl. It
suggested that anti-democratic actions and coomptiere intertwined and that one necessarily letiécother.

It also asserted that the state was becoming atedve milked by a privileged but miscreant offisiallhe
document admitted that this situation had alreathen and that the TPLF leaders routinely circunhyiea law
and violated human rights with impunity. There veaseference to the unnecessary use of force in yéala
district to reverse votes that went to the oppositiThe two other themes dealt with democracy amhe@mic
development and suggested ways of purifying thelutn in order to save it from oblivion.

The “Weyane Development” strategy suggested tlodugon of Ethiopia's economy first towards full-
fledged capitalism without relinquishing the “Rewtibnary Democracy” theory by which the TPLF hagrbe
guided staring from its inception. In the politi@akna, the document recognized that the politindleconomic
system now in place is dictatorial and undemocratid needs “Purification” which can come only thgou
decentralization and liberalization was in linelwitenin’s New Economic Policy” [NEP']

While presenting hissimgemathe Prime Minister took a swipe at some membétssoparty, whom
everybody understood to be the dissenters as “Rd&teapartists” entertaining anti-democratic teroies)
corrupt practices and aspiring to promote themselvgo the level of a ruling class. This, he sasl,
endangering the political system and the TPLF drgdions and should be dealt forthwith.

The Tekeste-Siye group argued that since “Bonegpalitis not related to the concrete problems of
Ethiopia, other pressing issues should be discusséehd” The Prime Minister insisted on his own conference
schedule - his agenda being a) to discuss “Boniapdrat the Central Committee, b) to openly exanpagers
that are opposed to the idea; c) to carry out esgssent, criticism and self-criticism, d) to pdssinatter to the
party membership where criticism and self-criticigmauld be conducted; and ultimately e) to finist thfe
matter in the plenary of the party presidium -aflwhich follows a Marxist-Leninist conference styf The
Tekeste-Siye group argued to defer the questidiBohapartism” and discuss issues of immediate irgme
to the country particularly the Eritrean problem.

The Prime Minister ultimately won the day and acdssion on “Bonapartism” and Corruption was
unveiled. At this stage, the atmosphere becameisd and bitter that some central committee memhene
not happy with the overall atmosphere of the disimus Suggesting that the debate be postponedfutuee
date in order to save the TPLF from imploding, 8eeurity Chief, Ato Kinfe Gebre Medhin and Ato Mggta
(Chaltu,) both members of the Politburo and thdre¢committee removed themselves from the forum.

A month's discussion led to a vote. In the Potibhieles had a minority of supporters. At
first, even in the central committee, the Tewoldg$roup had an upper hand. The members
consistently voted 17 to 13 against Meles. Butugloslow erosion Meles succeeded to garner 17
votes to 13 to defeat the opposing faction. Big ihteresting to note that the support for Meles
was to a large extent a family affair since theapgen to be an intricate web of intermarriage
among the officials in that canipSebhat Nega is credited with invoking family Idyatb twist
arms and reverse the vote tally and this suddeidged Meles’ political fortune.

The Tekeste-Siye group minus one defector [Mro&lipresented a petition to pass the discussi@n to
party wide congress citing the problem of diviswithin the Central Committee and to drop the disows of
“Bonapartism” that they considered irrelevant te fiPLF and Ethiopia. As regards corruption, theygssted
to extend an investigation into the private prapsrand the sources of the money of each Centrain@ibee
member to be conducted by an independent committee.
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Meles insisted on continuing with the agenda asfdised to allow the creation of an independent
commission to investigate corruption because adegrig him, that would not only take too much titng that
the matter required close public scrutiny. Melashier labelled the dissenters' petition divisitevént, he said,
against the Leninist principle of Democratic Celigra. The Tekeste-Siye group considered the PMiadst
intransigent and expecting that a legal decisiariccaot be taken with a Central Committee that doadfill a
quorum failed to appear for the meeting that wassened three days later.

In breach of the party rules, Meles and his remgisupporters sent the dissenters individualiz¢eis
of suspension from central committee. But theyrditdact before taking vital precautions. The lstteere sent
only after Meles secured a special guard for hidgation, which was rushed to the Palace in Addiat?a by
his trusted army protégé, General Samora Younisf ofioperations of the Ethiopian military forces.

Siye subsequently lost his position in EFFORTe Hrime minister's camp brought charges on the
former defence minister for having allegedly poekeundue commissions when he intervened in weapons
procurements during military operations in the fean war. His associates, Alemseged Gebreamlallbage
Tsehaye were cast off from their prime-ministeadVisorships. Also ousted from their positions wenesident
of the regional state of Tigray, Gebru Asrat; aigldeputy, Ms Aregash Adane. The Prime Ministelaegd
Gebru Asrat with his own trusted friend, Haleka gasge, the brother-in-law of Sebhat Nega. The lati#io is
considered by many to be the real God Father off e, has worded hard to keep Meles' camp on tdpeo
political duel between Meles’ and the Tewolde-Sgreup. In time all the dissidents were put undeunseo
arrest. The suspension was to stand unless thentigss accepted to involve themselves in selfetsita thus
admitting their errors.

The ousted members appealed the decision of thaimeng Central Committee officials to the Audit
Commission that decided five to two that Meles arsdsupporters' actions should be considered mallveid
because the remaining members did not fill a quorline action by Meles, they said, walsravires since it
contravened the TPLF party statutes. But this didmake a dent with the Prime Minister who was aeteed
to have his way. An analyst, from the Defence atrdt&gic Policy explains the drama that took platen
Meles slighted the TPLF's adjudicating body:

The twelve ...dismissed Central Committee members entwo the only remaining independent TPLF
body, the seven- member Audit Commission of the HiPLhe Audit Commission met almost day and nightsfo
week, speaking with both groups. [It] then ruledhtttwhat Meles and his clique had done was illegal,
unconstitutional, undemocratic and destructive. yThgen sanctioned all parties from calling any rimegtor
activities until the Audit Commission called a TPIGeneral Assembly, as per the TPLF Constitutiore TR
ousted Central Committee members accepted thisMelgs called the rulingségerd (the same as the French
“Merd!” in the Ethiopian language) and rejected thengilisaying that he did not care about the law @hgime of
crisis, because the party has to be saved." Hesthienthat he did not recognize the Audit Commissithe Audit
Commission said that it had been independentiytedielby the General Assembly; Meles said that hendidcare.
...Meles then called a meeting of his Cadres, artheasame time, in his capacity as Prime Ministgipged his
opponents of their government and public respolitilsi, ransacked and closed their offices, kidrappheir
guards and put them under house arrest.

But the Audit Commission also castigated the ditgs for failing to appear at the meeting. The
Tewolde-Siye group proposed the immediate conveoningn extraordinary organizational congress of FPL
members that shall discuss the crisis and the pi&sen to this congress of the results of an ietelent
investigation into corruption, anti-democratic amlinter-revolutionary behaviour. Meles refused ematinued
to charge his opponents of adopting "bourgeoistudts singling out Siye Abraha, by charging hinthwdases
of racketeering.

The rivals stuck back by preparing corruption glearof their own, if not against Meles Zenawi hiliyse
[he claims to have nothing other than his clothamgl his books] then against members of his inneteci
Among the alarms raised are how the Prime Ministelose associates in TPLF and the EPRDF havethsed
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political clout to gain advantage in obtaining hee, selective reduction of taxation rates, barminsoand
winning auctions, benefiting one group and handaagp others. They charged that all of these hawenbe
observed to be common practices and should badraidbe plenary meeting.

Meles called up Mekele Cadres most of whom wereegiment and para-government apparchiks to a
conference to discuss the dispute against the agpposf the majority of the Audit Commission. Heured
Cadres who openly supported the dissenters froenditig the meeting. He ignored the decision of the
commission, and at the meeting, the Tewolde-Sigéda tried to present their side of the story etleough
they considered the meeting packed by potentiake®supporters [almost all of them depended on WMs P
government for their own livelihood] illegal. Thetso charged that having Meles as chairman wadanot
After a verbal confrontation, and quickly observithgit the meeting was stacked against them, trsemlisrs
walked out of the Cadre forum.

The Mekele Cadre convention, passed a resolut@andenounced the Tekeste-Siye group, ordered their
expulsion from the Central Committee and commanitiesin to return all documents, property and money
entrusted to their care in their capacities asypand government officials. The resolution of thadés also
warned the audit commission that its actions sgud its mandate.

The Mekele manifesto, which was passed on 16 Ma@bl, was agreed to by a similar Cadre
conference in Addis Ababa also packed by Meles' adgighiks. When asked about the legality and the
popularity of his actions, Meles belittled the ughce of the expelled Central Committee memberaskegrting
that they could not garner more than 20 or 30 supp®in the entire TPLF party. He labelled his @pgnts as a
“click,” a grave evil in TPLF nomenclature.

The paradoxical effect of' the TPLF crisis is thaias forced Meles to fall back on the EPRDF \hic
he had, in the past, taken for granted. With tluis be was deliberately distancing himself from rigray
People's Liberation Front that had tied his hawdsd long. It is true that during the last decagmendages of
the TPLF such as the ANDM, OPDO and SEPDF have gorobeyond doubt what they really are -
organizational automatons that are manipulated fioyewer is in control of the TPLF. This is becauss@on as
they realized the person or group with an uppedh#rey stood firmly in that camp.

But the war had injected a new spirit. It should ddear that for the average Ethiopian outside the
TigrayanKilil, Meles is perceived as just another Tigrayan natist who somehow found himself in the
uncomfortable position of governing Ethiopia - tbiegh he owes no loyalty nor has an intention ofedeping
one. In that sense, he is not seen any differdntiy the other TPLF leaders who chose him to |dwseint
politically.

Meles abhorred and still abhors Ethiopian natisnalthat he, for some unknown reason, considers
“chauvinistic.” But to win the war, he reversed geghe Ethiopian flag that he earlier referred $ojast “a
piece of rug” all of a sudden became a highly regesymbol that soldiers and politicians passed finamd to
hand going on their knees and bowing low. The malidV was suddenly filled with the pictures of tadous
Ethiopian emperors from Tewodros and Yohannes todllle and Haile Selassie. Axum and Lalibela that he
earlier said had no relevance to the people otthgh were suddenly transformed into historicaddtees that
the entire Ethiopian populace regardless of theakround and ethnicity had to die for. All thissata combat
Eritrean nationalism.

Meles was however not able to employ “Ethiopiariisorbeat the Tigrayan nationalists led by Tewolde
and Siye because of his previous transgressiona vis Ethiopian sovereignty and particularly bessaie
knows that the Ethiopian people do recognize wihereeally stands regardingrhore patrie” that transcends
their ethnic veneers. They knew that he was bAiagla [insidious street-smart] when he was broadcasiohg
nauseunto remind them of the great nationalistic achiegata of former Ethiopian leaders such as Menelik!

Meles still had the institutions he created untier EPRDF which he could impel to flex their muscle
and isolate his rivals. That venue, as was seem, laarried its own dangers. The non-Tigrayan natites
particularly the Oromos and the Southern peoplevels as the Amharas [despite the subservient dtitof
Adddisu Legesse and his colleagues in ANDM,] weydamger prepared to play second fiddle to the aygn
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leadership. They started to demand a high pricettfeir support, including a much greater role wittie
EPRDEF itself. With that, Tigrayan political domirat began to look distinctly fragile. At this stag® as not to
loose his only remaining stronghold, Meles decittegurge the Satellite organizations that were ipresty
brought together by the TPLF leadership to beagtilias a Trojan horse within Ethiopia.

In March 2001, the posture of the opposition i@ TPLF cornered the Prime Minister so much that he
convened the EPRDF Central Committee meeting. Buhd the previous months, the Tewolde-Siye groag h
a majority both in the Politburo and the Centrah®@attee of the TPLF that the EPRDF had gravitatedards
the dissenters. This became another obstacleddpiiime Minister’s political plans.

The technical difficulties in the EPRDF were naty to brush away even though Meles had initially
desired to use the organisation as a rubber stamgally, the executive committee of this umbrefiatitution is
composed of 20 members with each of the four atéliparties represented by 5 persons. But singeofgtuof
the five representatives of TPLF to the council hlkdady been purged, only Mr. Meles remained.

The council of the EPRDF consists of 60 membetk e&ach of the four member parties contributing 15
representatives. Out of the 15 representativesPbfT 8 have been removed through systematic atiritvhich
means that the TPLF is currently represented inBR&DF council by less than half of its represéveat
Therefore, the TPLF could have a say in the counely if it assigns new representatives in placethef
breakaway 12 [now 10] or if it lifts their suspemsi Otherwise, it was bound to have a meaningless
representation in the council's congress. NevezfiselMeles went ahead with his plans because donéd
function without a quorum in the TPLF, no one capshim from convening the EPRDF in any state.

At the EPRDF Central Committee meeting, the SeMwles group defended their position by citing the
danger the divisiveness of the dissenters posehletsurvival of the Party. The Siye-Tewolde grouptioeir
part wrote a petition to the members to explainillegality of Meles' action. The Oromo Peopleshideratic
Organization (OPDO) led by Negasso Gidada and theh®rn Ethiopia People’s Democratic Front (SEPDF)
led by Abate Kisho condemned the "unlawfulnessthef dissenters’ expulsion. Of all officials who oted,
only Dr. Kassu lllala a member of SEPDF who isPiM's deputy sided with Meles.

The ANDM party that is controlled by Addisu Legesa strongly pro-Meles individual supported the
decision against the dissenters. Addisu, in ordesttengthen his position with Meles went to théeek of
labelling the "dissenting" group "tribalists." Blaére, unlike among the powerful TPLF, Meles couttlwith
impunity. What Abate did not realize was that whenfound leaders falling out of line, the Prime Miar
either sacked them or even worse, locked them ggilin

Meles' gmgema[Reassessment] in the EPRDF covered all its doesti parts - the OPDO, the SEDPC
and ANDM and was held in June 2001 at Central Cdtemi Woreda [district] anHilil [State Zone] levels.
The SEPDF meeting in Awasa, under the tutelage @M crony, Kasu llala was actually led by TPLmA(Ca
Committee members, Berhane Gebre Kristos, and Mtdu@ebre Hiwot. In its extraordinary meeting, this
body engineered by Meles’ men, expelled and jatedmutineer, Abate Kisho who was President of SEPD

The conflict between the TPLF and the OPDO has ls@mmering for a while. During the last few
decades, Oromo nationalists had charged that siveceew constitution came into force, the OPDO @naimo
affairs had been "run by assigned TPLF membergl'tlaat OPDO members have been victims of TPLF gurge

The OPDO has shown serious concerns regardingriblelem of unequal economic development
whereby Oromia mainly finances Tigray’s. They ads@ssed that human rights abuses, the role offhé in
Oromoland and lack of real autonomy in thkill needed prompt redress. Dr. Negasso Gidada, who was
Executive Committee Member of the OPDO, and thenCbwf the EPRDF, as well as President of the Fade
Government of Ethiopia had shown his reservatidmsutall these and was contemplating resignatiortte
last two years but was convinced not to do so jnotlhe advice of many individuals including the @an
Ambassador to Ethiopid.

It was under the instigation of the Prime Ministeat the OPDO's Politburo and Central Committee
held meetings in Addis Ababa earlier. However, ésveoon moved to Adama, the capital of OroKild. The
meeting, which started here on June 4, 2001 inrdaleliscuss the debate over the Meles Zenawi dentim
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castigating the TPLF dissidents, was acrimonious@isoned from the outset. Meles had sent Sebbégh tb
represent him in supervising the meeting. But NegaSidada together with Shiferaw Jarso protested hi
presence. As the opposition to the meddling by TREF members intensified, Shiferaw Jarso made an
impassioned speech in which he told Sebhat Nedastéace: "Rather than continuing to cower to ytwe[
TPLF,] | would rather die in order to make surettimg children will have a chance to live in freedtth

Negasso also presented his grievances in detailpdinted out among others, that whereas the law
stipulates that he has to sign government decrefesebthey are made public, recently, many of thewe been
issued without securing his signature - and ver@hoavith his name on them. He also stated thatQROO
leaders have not been able to freely express theivs at EPRDF meetings, and that whenever he &nd h
colleagues tried to present matters important & @nomos, they were castigated as narrow natidsadisd
tribalists. After being snubbed, the furious Sebega left the premises to return to Addis Ababd r@port the
revolt in the OPDO to the PM.

Following the terse criticism that came from Neggaand Shiferaw, 600 Oromo Cadre met in Adama
and talked of what had been in the offing amongléaelership of the OPDO - the independence from the
EPRDF of the OPDO which is feared by Meles becavitieits 175 seats [constituting the largest blotkhe
parliament] it may cripple the PM's chances of gang a majority in parliament and also of the EFRE3 a
party competing against him with all the electioampulation techniques it has learnt.

The Adama conference did not come to a conclusioth did not resolve the discord among the
leadership. It also failed to fulfil Meles' wish#gat the OPDO condemn the Tewolde-Siye faction ddigu
Legesse and Kassu llala have done in ANDM and SERSpectively. Negasso had earlier refused to aign
letter expelling them from their seats in parliamdrhus, when the OPDO went to the meeting of tRRBEF
central committee, it was not in agreement withdtieer three partners in the EPRDF coalition. lualcfact, it
was holding a parallel meeting at night while atieg the Central Committee meeting during daytime.

Meles accused Negasso of leading the revolt ilR®O and Negasso decided to withdraw from the
EPRDF council starting Sene 13, 1983 [June 2001ctdhy of Meles in the OPDO, Girma Biru succeeded t
get the other OPDO executive members to condemregpel Negasso on the threat that if they did tiay
would precipitate a crisis that would lead to thesipulsion from parliament. Negasso walked ouhefdngoing
meeting of the council of the EPRDF by stating thathas withdrawn himself from the Council's mershigr
on the grounds that he had come under pressureRrone Minister Meles Zenawi, who was the chair.dden
tendered his resignation and under the instigadibthe Prime Minister, the OPDO expelled him frohe t
party’s executive body. In banishing Negasso, tbancil, now gravitating towards Meles, attributets h
walkout to his rejection of thé&imgema[ongoing renewal movement]. Negasso however deiiesl
Meanwhile, the Central Committee of the Oromo PespDemocratic Organization (OPDO) officially
dismissed Negasso from his membership in the Ozgton's Central Committee as well. In a statenient
issued on the 22nd of June 2001, the OPDO chaagain despite denials from the President, thatdde h
aligned himself with the disbanded TPLF splintesug - abandoning his responsibility.

Negasso complained that the governemt had fabdctdcts relating to his walkout, resignation and
expulsion from the OPDO. He charged that this astaged his name and is "destructive ... not onigéo...
chosen by the people to serve as president, butalthe constitution, to the government, to thedOPand to
the democracy that we are trying to build." He ddriie was a supporter of the dissidents. He adhtitit he
did point out the various undemocratic nature dfoas relating to the expulsion of the dissidents fus aim
was only 'to mediate™®

The BBC commented on the matter. .

Political analysts say this recent action is Wki gain Dr Gidada considerable support among
ordinary Ethiopians, who already feel that the jolest was unfairly treated. Analysts say the disadis
of the president is just an attempt by the primaistér to strengthen his position as he facesgisin
opposition not only from within his party, but afsom within the army and the general pufsfic.
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Negasso's resignation was, however, tactical cHisce was to recant or to continue to confrontédel
together with his major supporters, including thesgent of Oromia, Kuma Demeksa, the Presiderthef
House of Nationalities in Parliament, Almaz Makadadther staunch supporter of him such as Chaladiar
and Shiferaw Jarso. Negasso was not in a positioedant but if he persisted to be present in tRREF
Central Committee meeting, he knew who would exposeolleagues to Meles' expulsion.

That helped only to postpone the matter. On J@y2@01, under the instructions of Mr. Meles, the
OPDO suspended the President of Oromia and theniaedeon’s secretary general, Mr. Kuma Demeksa and
other central committee members, namely Chala Hardbiriba Arkona and Yassin Hussein from the
organization for corruption, anti-democratic preet, abuse of power and supporting the TPLF dissenthe
organization also prohibited Mr. Kuma as well as tither suspended central committee members friimgta
part in any forum representing the OPDO.

The OPDO statement said:

If the present dangerous trend goes unabated ulviie absolutely difficult to apply the principles
of “Revolutionary Democracy” in the country. Thenesval process [Mr. Meles’ purge] has become
mandatory to clear the path and avoid individual® veould think of and dream about only making
themselves get rich quick at the expense of thendrpeople who live under abject povetty.

The statement particularly castigated the expegd®DO officials for joining the Tewolde-Siye group.
said:

Some anti democratic members who could not contimeie struggle for the rights of the Oromo pedpdee
joined the group that broke away from the TPLF/EIFRDhe OPDO cannot tolerate self-cantered membhos w
consciously joined the faction by abandoning thesea of the Oromo people [for whom] thousands Hmen
martyred. [The suspended members] have been amassaith at the expense of the people through thkitives
and under the cover of high-level officials. [Théngve taken various destructive measures to disheptenewal
process and cover up the crimes that they have dtednagainst the country and the people. The ORB®Obeen
committed as ever before to continue the strugggkeagply the principles of “Revolutionary Democraapd build a
new Ethiopia that could be home for all nationsiomalities and peoplés.

The fact that the leadership of the OPDO includilegiasso were formerly members of the OLF did not
help. It is with this in mind that Meles had insated in a speech: "OPDO members are OPDO's outside
OLF inside.?* And most importantly, in what has since being duhb'the Flies and Bees Speech," Meles had

delivered a stark warning that he may bring coimmptcharges on those who may not fall in line. He
admonished:

The class and societal condition in Southern Ethiapd in Oromia is not any different from thosel@ray
and AmharaKilils. Budgetary allocation is the same for all. Howeuvar terms of popular participation and
development activities, they are extremely weals Hard to imagine that this condition can be extad soon. The
biggest problem in these two regions is that thuegtion within an environment of “Revolutionary Deonacy” that
is crippled.... This failure arose partly becausehad not assumed the necessary task of indoimrifat

The Prime Minister continued to attack the offieiaf the South as follows:

At the moment, we control power and as can be ¢ggehose who are attached to us do benefit betlaege
can advance their own interests. Honey attrads fi the first instance. By the same token, thads® clamour to
position themselves in the political arena andiiveaucracy to freely rove in the chambers of pawerthose who
want to advance their own personal interests. Wiieshand bees alight on honey, the flies may autmer the bees.
And outside the metaphor, those who are corrugiudioumber those who are genuine and dedicated rgorkiere
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is real danger that situations may deteriorateuth & level that it might become impossible toiniigtish between
flies and bees. That is the situation in Ethioglamernment circles today. ...In Southern Ethiopid i Oromia, in
particular, we have been forced to build and thestrdy our organizational work. We recruit largenbers of
people in government work. We find them to be flies on honey. We toss them away. Again we reenmod toss.
This czoﬁndition is still ongoing. We have an urgeusiness of tossing away in Southern Ethiopiaémibt too distant
future:

In the last statement, the Prime Minister musehasen alluding to his plans to fire Abate Kishd ais
supporters from SEPDF, which he ultimately did.eAfiNegasso's departure from the EPRDF, the divided
Central Committee of the EPRDF organization endbithe previous decisions that the Prime Ministed ha
achieved in the TPLF Central Committee. The Primeidfer immediately appeared on TV flanked by the
leaders of all the surrogate organizations of tReH and claimed victory for himself on March 24020

“Bonapartism”

Another proof of Meles’ commitment to Marxism-Largm is his repeated use of Marxist taxonomy,
particularly “Bonapartism”.” But what is “Bonapasitn” in Marxist theory and what does it denote for. M
Meles and in the Ethiopian case?

Marx and Engles used the term “Bonapartism” teréd a form of regime in capitalist society in wini
the executive branch of the state, under the-rtie gingle individual, achieves despotic powersraikother
branches of the state, and over society in genétaulantzas, the well-known Neo-Marxist scholar of
contemporary times, recognizes “Bonapartism” agxreme manifestation of “relative autonofdy'.

What became an impetus for Marx's theory of “B@rapm” was an existing regime in his time, that of
Louis Bonaparte, the nephew of Napoleon |, who cedvhimself as Napoleon Il after staging a codpad'in
December 2, 1851. In fact, it is this very regirhattinspired Karl Marx to record with his own ingestation,
one of his original and sparkling historical chaptef the day, thee8th Brumaire His socialist colleague,
Frederick Engles doing his own independent studycermany had also traced striking parallels between
“Bismarkism” and “Bonapartism”.

It was following the strain of the devastating f@@-Prussian War in which France was defeated that
Napoleon llI's Second Empire crumbled and a blocigy war emerged. Studying the political and econo
situation in France then, Marx declared that “Baréipm” is the only form of government possibleaatime
when the bourgeoisie had already lost, and the iwgrklass had not yet acquired the faculty of milthe
nation?® Engels had also postulated Tiie Origin of the Familghat whereas in capitalist societies the state
normally exists for the benefit of the ruling cladsy way of exception, ... periods occur in whtble working
classes balance each other off so nearly thattée gower, as ostensible mediator, acquireshinioment, a
certain degree of independence of b&thih the theoretical constructs of Marx and Engélerefore,
“Bonapartism” occurs when the ruling class in calpt society is no longer able to assert its tyeapplying
the normal constitutional and parliamentary proessbut where the working class is also far fromdeable to
establish its own hegemony.

The theory stresses the high degree of indeperdeinthe Bonapartist state as well as its dictatori
character. Marx states that this form of governntkat has a role as an "ostensible mediator" betwearing
classes, is "not left suspended in mid air." Aslasglclaiming to speak for all the major classesaciety, Louis
Bonaparte, professed to represent the most numetass in France at the time, the small-holdingspatty;
and this was not a vain hope, for he had cleanpeyad that class's unflagging support. The primaission of
the Bonapartist state, according to Marx, is tate climate that is conducive to the welfare dbargeois
society; it is also to clear the way for the ragevelopment of a capitalist order.

Marx and Engles in their elaboration on “Bonagamti introduce a crucial Marxist concept, that
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whenever and wherever a state exists, it is dedigméook after the interest of those who run itcArding to
the 18th Brumaire, the Bonapartist state is chareeetd as one enjoying a prerogative with:

... an executive power with its enormous bureaiwd military organization, with its extensivedaartificial
state machinery, with a host of officials numberhaf a million, besides an army of another halfion, this
appalling parasitic body, which envelops the bofilfrench society like a caulk and chokes all itsgga . 0

Max later acknowledged inhe Civil War in Francehat under Louis Bonaparte, the state's pores were
not after all so totally chocked, since it was unde authority that "bourgeois society, freed fraulitical
cares, attained a development unexpected evensda;lﬁ.'ial1 That, however, he stressed, did not mean that the
“Bonapartist state” ceased to serve the interesapital as well as that of itself.

Prime Minister Meles employed the concept of “Buerdism” to castigate the opposition in the TPLF
whose members he expelled and jailed in June 200@laccusations of being tainted with the ideology o
"Rotten Bonapartism” characterized by "unbridledreption.’®* After making some errors in explaining the
theory, he stated: "l accept the critique of soneenimers of the Central Committee that unlike wieatdgested
in the previous presentation, Bismarkism is jusither aspect of “Bonapartism”. But to grasp my gsial it is
imperative to delve into the theory of Marxism-Leigim.'®®

In the corrected version of his theoretical intetation, Meles said that “Bonapartism” appeare@ as
pattern of government following the great FrenclevVButionary Democracy.” An 18 day flame of inswtren
led the masses, he said, to air slogans that wesmniol the bounds of capitalism at a time when thedeoisie
which was in its infancy was not in a position épresent its class in the administration of theesti&ad when
the masses were found to be incapable of passatghtirdle. The result was, in 1852, a pseudo govent
system [“Bonapartism”] emerged. Mr. Meles explait@dhis Central Committee colleagues and the Cadres

[A Bonapartist] government remains aloft of athsdes; holding the freedom that should be the tagins
of social orders where no class is strong enougihédienge it. By its very nature, it keeps itssdfthe guardian of
the bourgeoisie....Corruption does manifest itselhany systems but in “Bonapartism,” it is a mattribute both
in scope and variety. ...There are two main reagamthis. At the time it emerges, capitalism idtatinfancy and
capital accumulation is in process. There is nongfrbourgeoisie with enough capital networks incelarhe
classes have not yet ostensibly been divided. dttisilight zone where in the name of extreme deftieverybody
wishes and clamours to be capitalist through tleecgss of capital accumulation. It is a chapteragitalism in
which land has not yet been appropriated and wthene is a tremendous amount of looting in theedgciThe
government that is ancillary in power relation isither in a position to dictate the right course o it
revolutionary in its vision. As the looting for dggd accumulation ensues, government officials thedr position to
nimble at the society's estates and wealth andejodkr a permanent position of opulence. This bezrso
pervasive that it becomes a case of "when you emieogpeople who loot your father's realm, loot witlem;"
hence, the major characteristic of the systemrigiption3*

It is in the decay of “Bonapartism” that Mr. Mel&isds a niche for his opponents. The Tewolde-Siye
group, he alleged, wanted to enthrone their ownttd&oBonapartism” with its rampant corruption. Asdid in
1996, when he ousted former Prime Minister, Tarbegine, Mr. Meles embarked on an anti-corruptiorsade
of a very selective nature against the dissidehtseoTPLF, and their close relatives. By the bagig of June,
2001, some 25 persons were fenced in.

The Prime Minister started his corruption cleanwith his major rival, former defence minister, &iy
Abraha who is one of the leaders of the TPLF dessisl opposed to Prime Minister Meles Zenawi. Siyla
was previously expelled from the Politburo and tbentral Committee, has. been dismissed as EFFORT
Chairperson and replaced by Meles’ loyalist Ark€hgjubye. Furthermore, Siye no longer heads theofitin
Airlines. His immediate family whom the Prime Mitgs put in jail were all accused of financial entlement.
They include Siye himself as well as his siblingsssefa, Feseha and Mehreteab. Mehreteab and Feseba
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shareholders in the Mefam CompanyAsefa was previously given the lucrative positifrthe Privatisation
Agency with the rank of Minister where kickbacks arot only common but are transferred in huge sums.
Trusted friends carried out transactions among seéras with the prices artificially fixed and raldown from
their market value. One case involved the saldefaldest Royal Hotel in Addis Ababa, the Itegedf®torth
perhaps 20 million birr being sold at a puny potéess than 4 million birr. Siye’s elder broth&smelash who
is a retired soldier and his sister Temnet who oawr®mpany that imports medical products were atta$
involvement in the illegal transactions carried bytheir brother.

That Meles was very serious in getting his rivaés known when his officials started to probe iiir
foreign bank accounts. One reliable analyst ofréggon reports:

The Ethiopian authorities discretely approachedwaple of Western embassies in Addis Ababa to try to
find the trace of foreign bank accounts that paligsidents might be sheltering abroad. Naturalg, primary
suspects are the leaders of the dissidents, gfaxfth former defence minister Siye Abraha, andelg followed
by the prime minister’'s former adviser, Alemsegezb@amlak, and thereafter, by Siye Abraha’s brethdro run
businesses in a number of different sectors (ti@mafon, drink distribution) in the North of theountry....
Evidence of fraud is also being collected on mijitaquipment contracts involving Siye Abraha, AasAbraha,
and Fitur Zeab, who [has since] defected to Caraslaell as generals and officers of the air fdfce.

That Meles uses corruption to get his rivals lbmbhg a blind eye to those transgressions involhisg
friends and relatives became clear when warningshing massive corruption around him were simply
ignored. A report regarding this incident states:

A few months ago, an official of the Société Gérede Surveillance (SGS) unearthed a huge traffic o
non-payment of taxes and informed the Ethiopiamaities thereof, but the local official of the Gea-based
company got the impression that nothing came tlietedess it was the feeling of having mixed inféaims that
was none of its business.

Other people who were alleged accomplices of ffieials who were accused of corruption and were
also incarcerated include - Bitew Belay, former oauasioner of regional affairs in the prime mini&esffice,
several high-level management of the CommercialkBah Ethiopia and various managers of companies
including the Star Business Group, which is an irtgroof sugar and salt, and an exporter of cofte¢he
United States whose general manager Worku Mergaas@ssed of benefiting from a near-total monopaly o
the importation of sugar to Ethiopia. The SBG itegdd to have profited from predisposed advantages
engineered by officials of the regime who have hmarbehind bars.

The corruption charge did not stop with governmafficials and their connections in the private and
semi-private sector. It extended to the militaryendhthere was challenge to Mr. Meles’ power. In &ober;
2000, as part of the reform of the civil servicesemtral body was set up to coordinate anti-coroumpactivity.
Subsequently, in January 2001, charges were laithstgAir Force officers and senior police functoies in
Addis Ababa, four of whom were charged with coriompt

Then Meles Zenawi took the high horse to the arijitthat he initially instructed should be outside
politics. On March 27, 2001, he met high-rankinditaniy officers [ officers holding the rank of calel and
above, ] in Addis Ababa under the chairmanship eh&al Tadesse Gawa, head of the army’s Educational
Administration Department and explained to them tha positions of the 12 dissidents ousted froendntral
committee of the TPLF had been condemned and thatreember of the military who espoused or supported
the dissident's point of view would be immediatekpelled from the army. Some, including the ArmyieCiof
Staff General Tsadkan Gebre Tensay were not hdpypolitics was being planted in the army rankstis
fist casualty in the military was none other thasadkan himself. He was soon arrested on suspidion o
attempting to stage a coup to overthrow the Prinrd@dier. Tsadkan was not alone in being detained.

As a first precaution, Meles made sure that membé&the military should not join political parties
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as to keep their neutrality in cases of crisehiengovernment. He had also passed an order asasdbe crisis
emerged into the open that the army should newer &ation until it receives orders directly fronetRrime
Minister and Commander in Chief of the armed foredsich happens to be himself. General Tsadkan tioak
at face value and showed disappointment when timeRvlinister came to the military to gain suppat his
side. Meles considered this insubordination. Sone®sE Tsadkan was put under house arrest. Latenst
reported that he was apprehended in connectionamitabortive coup d’état. He was then charged getting
involved in an unauthorized export of coffee aslasltrading in sugar that involved conflict ofergst, since
he was the chairman of the Board of Directors efEthiopian Sugar Corporation. Meles’ people actuseof
illegally selling sugar to the Star Business Gr@8BG) and businesswoman Yeshareg Zewde, propoétiwe
Geta Trading firm. Yeshareg was in addition saitidwe enriched herself during Ethiopia's war witlr&a by
handling oil transportation for the Ethiopian naly forces. She has also been charged for havioghtca
government flourmill for 41 million birrs, a priceeckoned far below its market value. She has sbesn
charged and put under arrest. The police have hased the offices of SBG and Gétahe SBG, created only in
1995, got a leading position in the sugar tradee Tdmpany had 22 branches spread throughout thrgoit involved
itself in businesses ranging from retail tradingl amport-export to transportation and the runnifigepair workshops. It
had a leading investment portfolio in the AbyssiBank and Nyala Insurance. It also had many oftfiiiates including the
Mina Trading Company, Tis Abbai PLC, the Ajma-Ethi®m General Trade and Industry Compa@eneral Tsadkan’s
younger brother, Abraham Gebre Tensay, and his ralher Tezera Gesese were accused of having been
involved in the importation of trucks that skirtdae scrutiny of the taxation office. General Tsadgavife has
been tied to the Star business Group. All [exceggdkan’s wife who is related to Meles’ ally, SebNaiga]
were put behind bars.

Mr. Meles’ vehement opponent in the SEPDF movena@ut a supporter of the Tewolde-Siye faction,
Abate Kisho, and several other directors of hisamrg administration have also been arrested oruption
charges. Bitew Belay. SBG’s general manager, Wdtkga, a big share holder in the Bank of Abyssirigeh
all been thrown into prison for alleged embezzlemeh US$10 million. It is interesting that, SBG was
previously cited by a report of the commerce depant of the United States embassy in Addis Ababanas
exemplary new Ethiopian private enterprise. Alsduded among companies accused of corruption wtloigd
managers have been apprehended is Mesfin Conipany.

Meles does not stop accusing his opponents ofiption even if the proof is dubious. For exampke, a
soon as he was at loggerheads with the PresidehedRepublic, the government media accused Drabay
Gidada of refusing to discuss questions of coramptHowever, he had actually stated when he waaaing
Meles in the EPRDF:

If there is a suspicion of corruption in the EPREdnks, let the property of everyone of us .... be
accounted for in banks, in our homes, and amondasuilies by neutral persons. And let not officialscape the
scrutiny taking parliamentary immunit).

The independent press has pointed out the prafiéer of corruption not long after the TPLF came to
power. Nevertheless, the warning was never heddezlPrime Minister however, took the matter up amhen
he had to face his opponents on March 23, 2001th3noccasion, the Prime Minister publicly casteghthe
Tewolde-Siye group of refusing to recognize thae"absence of democracy and the existence of d¢mmtip
are jeopardizing the position of the political &stand the TPLF itself.

Even though Mr. Meles presents the problem onlyelation to his rivals in the EPRDF, he cannot
escape the fact that some of his trusted friendsma@mbers of his family are also suspects. Indéesl,is a
matter bout which no group, whether the expelled onthe remaining leadership can successfullyrctai be
clean.

The Meles camp has treated corruption as one iohahperson illegally enriches himself or nepotism
or using one's power to harm others. What that si@anthat it is not simply personal. It can also be
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organizational. The Prime Minister may have hisofgoagainst the Tewolde -Siye faction but the vgxin
question is, can the governing Politburo and Cé@aammittee prove that they are innocent of theuaations
against their own group’s financial malpractices?attual fact, the independent press has for langted a
finger at some of Mr. Meles’ government supporténrat hold high profile positions that they are mado
nepotism. Among those mentioned often are DawitdewBenet Zewde and Duri Mohanféd.

Meles may also find some of his own family membienplicated in monetary scandals. including
fraudulent practices such as tax evasion and tbede@n the local market of products earmarkedekport.
There have been reported cases of huge non-payhémtes that have been recorded abroad and intbtme
the Ethiopian authorities; but the matter was désed as a non-issue. This comes as no surprisadaesame
of the individuals involved are suspected to be tyens of the prime minister's inner circle.

Those targeted in this connection include the Rivtgher, Nikodimos Zenawi, who, in 1991, was just
an ordinary employee earning 460 birr a monthi$ubw considered to be one of the richest meherctapital.
The supporters of the dissidents claim that MeWds', Azeb [Lemlem] Gola, who was former head of Mega
Net firm, benefited from untaxed imports and cutleexchange violations. Foreign minister Seyounshifes
23-year-old son, Benyam Mesfin, who owns a fleebwkdish made Scania brand trucks they also chhage,
amassed millions of dollars in the last few yeard should be part of those to be investigaféd.

But wielding his whipping instrument, the allegetiof corruption, Mr. Meles was determined noteb |
his rivals off the hook. When the courts releasg® &nd the other individuals who were sent to gailbail, he
used the Parliament to block the action. The EPRIOminated Ethiopian House of representatives was
presented with a bill that retroactively preventezking the dissidents imprisoned on corruptionrgés. The
bill was adopted almost unanimously by the 348 Mptssent only four of whom abstained. Siye who was
released on bail was again locked up. The Primasiéinhas also made parliament pass a proclamadéaling
with Ethics and Anti-Corruption that would be rug his office and makes the matter an executive anot
legislative matter. Mr. Meles is therefore an atabevho uses Stalinist instruments only to purgedpiponents.

“New Free Enterprise” within “New Democratic Reutbn”

When on May 28, 1991, the Ethiopian Peoples Réiwmlary Democratic Front [EPRDF] which was
under the control of the Tigray People's Liberatiwont, came to power, the government that wadeteaas
first provisional and then transitional. A Feddralpublic replaced that in August 1995.

Under the Derg, private business was treateditil@dl other Communist states; it was very limitatt
whatever was allowed to function was in a very t@di sector of the economy. Since coming to power, t
EPRDF had abrogated most of the legislation rdstg@rivate business. But that is as far as lagish goes.

Mr. Meles' government claims that it emulates pihactices of Western parties. It is clear thattjual
parties in the West do not run their own privatsibesses. Yet, a large sector of the economoyhiogan is
controlled by the governing EPRDF.

The technique is to control the major economig tif the country through party NGO"s and foundation
or individuals belonging to the EPRDF holding slsarecompanies that are indirectly controlled by BEPRDF.
The managers and shareholders of these conglomeradantertwined and the TPLF is the major hokied
beneficiary in all this. Mr. Meles explains this:

At present, there are four foundation enterprisedeu the umbrella of the EPRDF. Some of these
enterprises arose during the period of armed skeuddeir purpose was to finance the moveniént.

Despite official denials, economic advantages sicbredit facilities and contracts are divertethtm.
It is due to this fact that the EPRDF companiesehsw far been able to accumulate capital and hemeng
much faster than private enterprises since thegghafpolicy in August, 1991.
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Ethiopian economists who are familiar with thereuat state of affairs are of the opinion that & thend
continues and the EPRDF persists in controllingBtieopian state by frustrating the possibilityoder parties
coming to power, all the lucrative sectors of pratthn such as trade, services and transport willigder the
hegemony of the EPRDF.

The asset of EFFORT is definitely augmented bwifpr donor capital. According to a TPLF veteran
and one of the first leaders of the TPLF as easly @78, the leadership had, against his opposiétocated
only 5% of the U.S.$100,000,000 relief aid to cotrdraught and Famine in Tigray, the rest going® TPLF
organization. Their revenues came from NGO contidims aimed at feeding the starving peasant masses
Tigray. This is not denied by the PM:

Many [TPLF enterprises] accumulated extensive eafiibm diverse sources including relief aid givmn
NGO's and foreign governments to feed famine vistiffhe funds were slated for buying arms for the H'®
guerrilla organization with over 100,000 fightergdaultimately to be invested in its enterprises.ef¢ias the base
of the capital of these enterprises is this, thayehalso since increased their revenue throughsiment in
development project§.

The other sources of TPLF companies before theFTédme to power in Ethiopia are tax collection
from the areas they controlled and from contritngidy party members and sympathizers in the name of
developing and running Tigray as a potential indeleat republic; enforced taxation in the form ohdtions
from individuals including the Tigray members oétarmy usually at public meetings; spoils of watagied
from the Derg government; treasury heist including the apprajmiaof cash deposits in banks, public
institutions, development projects and militarytitugions after taking over a district or town or arrying out
carefully planned raid; keeping income from exchatrgnsaction of REST with NGO's or governments dna
not reported to the donors; obtaining income thihofiddling with the internal purchase program opedaby
REST with international subsidies which includesajsively selling grain already held by the TPLARBST
with its own members posing in front of the reprgatives of the international donors as civiliaraigr
wholesalers; sale in Sudan of surplus food aidhénform of grain stocks by falsifying the numbempefsons in
TPLF controlled areas that are in need of food gaherating income by running TPLF-owned garagaseén
Sudan; earning income from many different typesT®LF businesses in Sudan, in Tigray and in other
countries; appropriating refunds paid by internaiodonors for costs of internal relief aid tramgpmaking
income from rural credit scheme which was set ugh iiinds from International donors; raising revernye
handling the credit scheme for fertiliser.

At first the major front of the TPLF's conglomegzatvas Relief Society of Tigray [REST] which, to
solicit support from donor NGO"s, was officiallyetited as NGO independent of the party but wasailityehe
TPLF's major money making organ and was run by ati@eCommittee member. By manipulating figuresr [f
example highly inflating the number of the popuatiiving in an area,] and transferring money tayaoffers
and by controlling a fleet of trucks donated tonggaort food to draught and famine stricken regidREST
became extremely powerful.

That the TPLF still continues to collect moneynfranany of the above sources is undeniable. However,
because it now militarily controls the entire Ettim it is in a position to use state power to gamen more
money from additional untapped sources. Thus, soweing to power in 1991, the TPLF made substantial
amounts of direct transfers of funds from governnaatounts to its own in payment for servicesairokd for
TPLF-institutions. Also, when it entered centrati@outhern Ethiopia for the first time after May, 2891, it
engaged in appropriating cash deposits it foungduhblic institutions. It took possession of custdenged at
EPRDF-manned checkpoints as reimbursement for pecified EPRDF-expenditure. A careful look showest th
on the whole, the TPLF saved its own organizatioash by financing its own expenditures out of jufinds.

REST was helpful to the TPLF in more ways than. éinenabled it use surplus food to feed its ariny;
helped it to control the peasants that formedriésgroots supplier of manpower and informatiohgiped it to
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gain legitimacy among the population; it enabledoituse food as a weapon of rewarding supporteds an
penalizing those who refused to cooperate. In génigrwas one factor that enabled it to surviveaaguerrilla
force and to ultimately triumph ov&erg forces. After the TPLF took over power in EthiopgREST provided
the base of the capital of EFFORT. In 1989, therd&jgDevelopment Association, just like its predsoes
REST, was presented as an NGO. Legally, it has bessated as being independent of the state buotrisaility

it an auxiliary organ of the TPLE.

The TDA was launched with the support of TPLF merakat home and abro&tlts aim was to bring
about rapid rehabilitation and development to Tygra

REST owned a considerable amount of cash at tlefthe war whereas the financial assets of TDA
were still quite small. However, within the favohla context created by the take-over of power imdgtia by
the TPLF-controlled EPRDF both Para-NGOs receiaegd infusions of cash from various sources. Inldse
decade, the two organizations increased theiraéapitough TPLF backed fund-raising campaigns endase of
TDA and funding by Governmental aid Organizationd &GO"s in the case of REST.

Several organizations that work as fronts fordheve two foundations run restaurants in Mekele and
other places. Dedebit Credit and Savings Instituts@s created as branch plants particularly witidéufrom
REST that is now the major shareholder.

MEGA Communication, SUR Construction and GUNA Tnadare the earliest among such front
companies belonging to and run by the TPLF parffsi@ots of these also appear among which are ABRIC
Insurance and ADDIS Engineering Consultancy. GUM#&If took over the major shares of UNITED Insuanc
with its General Manager becoming a member ohiégsBoard of Directors.

In addition, SELAM Busline and SEGEN Constructierere established the exclusive shareholder of
the company being TDA. REST also took over the nigjcof shares of DEDEBIT Credit and Savings
Institution SC in 1997. The leading branches of REghd TDA, namely, Tigray Women’'s" Association
[TWA,] directed by a high profile TPLF officidfSenior Cadres lead both and the government of Yibes
become minority shareholders of Debebit Credit.

In 1995 the “Tekal Egri Metkal Tegaru” [TEMT] [Ehsh: Endowment Fund for the Rehabilitation of
Tigray (EFFORT) was set up as a foundation of noveghmental public charity. In reality, however, FEPRT
is totally controlled by the TPLF party more tharee REST and TAND because among its initial bodrd o
directors were seven TPLF heavyweidfits.

A law prohibiting political parties from owning bimesses was passed in 1994. Before its passage, th
assets of the TPLF and the other three membettseoEPRDF were transferred to new NGO-style comganie
[such as EFFORT, ENDEAVOUR, DINSHO AND WENDO] toirtkhe law. Nevertheless, the parties continue
to control and run them if only in different gui¢e-FORT was the biggest party conglomerate cretatetirt
that law. Senior TPLF officials who are also onBisard of Directors became major shareholders isfribw
party conglomerate. Its functions are describes as:

a) keeping in trust all the economic resourcesiefftPLF that was in existence before 1991;

b) employing TPLF property for generating income tloee families of those who died fighting during

the guerrilla struggle; and; and

¢) promoting the industrialisation of Tigray by &sting in the production of goods.

In most cases, the TPLF companies function indegetty. In other cases, they carry out their
businesses through joint ventures with private dftisin as well as foreign investors. Those that oampanies
as a joint venture with the TPLF have preferertti@atment while others that are independent havepi|
fight in advancing their business ventures. Mr. dddhas this to say concerning the matter:

There are those who fear that government and patgrprises may use their power to patronize ttate
work with them and pulverize those that fail to pemate with them. Coming mostly from comprador tgrat such
views are indeed justified. In fact the compradonslerstand the mission of the enterprises bettmn gome
members of our party and it is due to this fact thay vehemently detest théfh.
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Actually, many of the successful businessmen imigdAbaba have financial connections with the
TPLF. If we take EFFORT, we see that it owns 51%rshin Addis Pharmaceutical Factory, and Star
Pharmaceutical and Medical Supply. Most of the iiemg shares are those of Mulugeta Guade Menggste [
Amhara] who has risen like a rocket in the busiresde in Addis Ababa within a span of a decadelldeta
is in control of Addis International Trading whi the same time being a major shareholder in #iK of
Abyssinia and NILE Insurance. Yemru Nega Denbealppgetor of the Yebcimad Construction firm has dtmu
million Birr investment with its Denbel Building iAddis Ababa. EFFORT that owns Guna has the simgist
important block of shares of UNITED Insurance. G&gles Begna, the owner of the large private digtiobu
company Ethio-Amalgamated has also a large blodkFsFORT shares in his business venture. EFFORT also
controls Meskerem and Mesebi Companies with ltalirarestors to whom the TPLF has provided political
patronage. Through aggressive and unfair competi&FORT is literally squeezing private businesagsof
existence.

It is interesting that despite the restrictiondhsd law, EFFORT and its branch plants are in ederyt
of the Ethiopian economy. As a party owned conglaitee EFFORT is divided into 5 sectors - each hits
own share companies headed by senior officials@Gaudres. The first area they control is Industryjchs
directed by Abadi Zemo. This [industrial] branchshidne group companies of Meseo Building Materials
Construction, Sheba Tannery, Almeda Textile, Aim&ament, Addis Pharmaceuticals and Mesfin Indalstri
Engineering. The second area of control is minwgjch is directed by Tedros Hagos, and has under it
Meskerem Investment and Ezana Mining. The thirch aecontrol is Finance and Trade directed by Sebha
Nega. This branch owns Wegagen Bank, Africa Insesegaand Guna Trading. The fourth branch of consol i
Construction and Transport directed by Arkebe Ughdwych has under it Addis Consultancy House, SUR
Construction and Trans-Ethiopia. The fifth areaotrol is Agriculture directed by Tsegaye Taimyald his
branch runs Hiwot Mechanisation, Tesfa Livestoctt Rahwa Goat and Sheep Export.

The other three junior members of the umbrellaapization the EPRDF, ANDM, OPDO and SEPDF
have also common as well as their own party conggaalithough on a much smaller scale. For examp&M
has ENDEAVOUR, the OPDO has DINSHO and SEPDF ha®iD@®, all of which were created with the help
of the TPLF.

Mr. Meles admits the TPLF has a much stronger tauschis regard, but he denies that they indiyect
also work for the good of Tigray. He comments:

One accusation that is aimed at [our | party vegis that they are created solely for the devetoyrof
Tigray in opposition to the declared ideas of tiRRBF to develop all regions of Ethiopia. It is ardeniable fact
that from the outset, the Tigray establishmentgedawith a larger capital that they accumulatedrduthe long
armed struggle. Since the TPLF team had strongémarch better manpower; they were more successfilieir
business activities. That is why there is discrepan the capacities of the disparate party owrstwres?

A careful look shows, however, that EFFORT hasdicontrol of the major businesses other EPRDF
companies are engaged in. For example, as wekiag In control of DEDEBIT Credit and Savings Ihstion
which is a share company wholly Tigray owned artdugeas a joint venture between the Governmentigriay
and the Para-NGOs: REST, TWA, TFA. TYA, EFFORT I ttowering single shareholder of EPRDF-
controlled Wegagen Bank.

One disastrous result of the emergence of thesgraenopolies owned by the governing political
parties is that they chocked out private busineissabnost every sector. Mr. Meles denies that wineisays:

There is no need of raising the name-calling migar the EPRDF's foundation
enterprises. But one has to refute the false ationsthat these enterprises have been used as



Ethiopia, TPLF and Roots of the 2001 Political ToemP.Milkias 19
instruments to muzzle in private entreprenélrs.
But Mr. Meles has commented in the Central Congmittoncerning these investors:

The political forces in Ethiopia ... that have caséed with three governments are "compradors"” and
such have no viable organization; neverthelesy, tha contribute to the strengthening of “Bonajsanti As the
experiences of the last nine years have manifesbey, are the ones that invite potential forces teystem of
corruption®?

Mr. Meles has suspicions that Ethiopia’s privaieestors encourage “Bonapartism” and corruption and
are instruments of international capitalism andldvanperialism. As a Marxist, therefore, he caui@bout the
danger and prescribes vigilance against them. iHer@mnts in this regard:

A paramount bastion of “Rotten Bonapartism” is coagwr capitalism and its global network. A
distinguishing characteristic of comprador capstaliis its nature to march along world imperialisnd aake
control of government coffers and accumulate mahegugh the process of systematic plunder. Thathig they
would be delighted to find a cooperative governntertheir illegal activities. By the same tokeneyhwould be
highly disappointed if they do not. They wouldpissible, try to control government coffers, oresttise struggle
to make the government in power a collaboratingrearin the ongoing pillag¥.

A careful look proves that the private investoawvdn been treated unfairly because the TPLF and othe
EPRDF owned corporation do not function by the swéa fee enterprise system. As party owned corapan
they enjoy many economic advantages the othersotitiave. They have the benefit of preferential asde
government controlled credit facilities. They reeespecial treatment in operational and import/exjicenses
and custom clearances for their goods. They haefe@ntial treatment over private enterprises wétjard to
government contracts. REST's transport services teaasferred to TPLF companies through rigged
governmental auctions. And above all, the TPLFmegputs pressure on corporations, business ergespri
international donors, whether they are of privatgavernment source to give preference to EPRDFpemines.

The question that may be asked at this junctyraeres they really engaged in development projects o
are they competing with private business where ldpveent is not the main motive? To answer thigpif take
EFFORT"s transport, trade and construction comgatiey enjoy almost a monopoly status in the aguior
example, Guna monopolizes the wholesale and expal® with sesame and incense. Trans-Ethiopiaismiy
transport company that International donors cartaisarry relief goods throughout Northern Ethiopia

Mr. Meles has this to say about their presenustand their future in the “Revolutionary Democracy
system he has charted for Ethiopia:

To those who have long-range vision, “RevolutionBgmocracy” will assure that our party enterprises
will freely compete with the private sector and tisar revenues for the party's political aiths.

The restricted documentation this author has dtetuo do this part considers the EPRDF Business
Empire as being, "by far, the largest concentratbeconomic power within Ethiopia and one of thegest
business groups in Africa south of the Sahara anth mf the Limpopo>®

CONCLUSION
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The 2001 rift is an event in a continuum from whas expiring within the TPLF movement from its
inception in the mid 1970's when several expulsiomis power, many ending in liquidation, had takgace. If
ever there is a difference between past purgeshananost recent one, the latter happens to be lelegdThe
previous expulsions took place in general secradyéthout the world hearing about them. The 200ge which
was engineered by statesmen running a sovereigmnatglaring view of the international press vessit should
be, explicit. Otherwise, as the French put it, §gla change plus ques c’est la méme chose!”

There is total bewilderment as to what the primgister believes in. He advocates capitalism when
asked by the Western press but at the same timarswg Marxism-Leninism to his TPLF Central Comestt
comrades and Cadres. Undoubtedly, capitalism a&c@momic system is put on the agenda by Mr. Medeslise
there is no other alternative to getting accesheoWorld Bank’s and the IMF’s funds. And desplie fact that
even the director of the World bank himself haently stated that countries that showed remarkadbelopment
in recent years were those who did not rely onrmatigonal loans, Mr. Meles firmly believes that katit such
loans, Ethiopia would remain indefinitely among kb&st developed countries of the world.

As an avowed Marxist, even though he is preptretispense with its economic approach, Mr. Meldis s
clings to its core ideology. Capitalism is a short-term instrument he intermside, the long-range goals of his
regime being to build socialism in Ethiopia. Butaipplying capitalist ways, Meles cannot imaginesatiag liberal
democracy. The only way to apply his form of cdgita that is dominated by party owned conglomerates
follow the dictates of Marxist style “Revolutionabemocracy.”

It is important to note that Mr. Meles has notrfdut necessary to chan@eerg policies regarding land,
[which is owned by the state.] The Ethiopian goweent’s policy of land ownership, which allows theagant to
farm his own plot but not own it, is influenced rasily by the TPLF’'s Marxist past; it is also dueféars of
leaders of the Oromos and the other Peoples afahth who think that if land is privatised, the geats may be
coaxed into selling their plots to green revolutroadern farmers from the urban areas and movethet@ities
where there are no jobs. There is no questiontthatis a serious problem to ponder. However, \pitbper
legislation, it should be possible to accommodh&reeds of both because after all, famine stiltinaes to
stalk the people even though the UN has dubbedthihe future breadbasket of the Middle EastAinita.

It should be kept in mind that in developed cowstrsuch as Canada and the United Sates, only 4¥te of
people are engaged in agriculture; and they wanty about over production. In the case of Ethiopjgcialists
report that ninety percent of the people still lbsetilling the soil; yet, only 14% of the arabbni is utilised.

The Prime Minister still harbours a utopian viefMhe future of the Ethiopian peasantry. Like Mawl
Enver Hoxa, he does not want to urbanize them. Bletstechnology to follow them to their own rurdlages
where his “Revolutionary Democracy” would catapiiiem within a span of 40 to 50 years to such lefel
development that they would be the envy of theefthird World. Here is his panacea

Within the next 40 to 50 years, agro-processitgoss will arise in the rural areas. This sectdt wi
be manned not by peasant workers but rather bpribletariat. There will be hired workers, doctorsi a
teachers in this developed region. Most rural irthaks will continue to till the land but will algoartly
work in the developed rural villages. .... SinceEithiopia the people and the government own lamal, t
peasantry is not allowed to sell the land he tillsr can he mortgage it. Nevertheless, he hasgheto
rent it as prescribed by law. He can also bequée&thhis children. ...Our rural development stggtés ...
not dependent on capital and technology. It aimsseland with intensive labour...[Within a spa0fto
50 years] the rural areas of Ethiopia will have ynailages with populations ranging from 5,000 to
10,000. In the villages, the houses will be chid amodern. Each dwelling will have electric power,
telephone and running water. Families living inntheill have modern beds, chairs, tables and other
household utensils. They will all have radio, tedemn and modern electronic instrumettts.

Mr. Meles charts both the economic and the paliiandscape of Ethiopia in his mind and all bygelf.
If in 40 to 50 years rural Ethiopia can achievedtamdard of those in Sweden, Japan, Canada anditigzuld be
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one of the greatest development miracles of our H@vever how this is judged by Ethiopia’'s fledglin
entrepreneurs and the seasoned Ethiopian econanasig of whom are currently working in the WorldnRathe
African Development Bank and other internationatitntions is anther matter.

Meles’ “Y’arada politica “ [street smart politicseems to have already burned out. As a US sitateg
analyst observes:

Meles moved quickly to suppress his opponents, raagt well have secured a respite. However, he
succeeded in uniting his opposition, destroyingooiwer base, and opening Ethiopia to the prosgexiew round
of unrest. And this time, he does not have theiforg backing of his onetime supporter, (now retjrdJS
President Bill Clinton, to fall back ofi.

The TPLF split has already done irreparable dantadvir. Meles’ government. At home, the regime has
lost people’s trust to a frightening degree. Thé @mclave Mr. Meles’ could rely on, Tigray is aldy out of
bounds to the Prime Minister.

One of the factors that led to the weakening of RPnene Ministers power position is the Ethiopian-
Eritrean war in which he was perceived as a rehigiarticipant. The military that was victoriousjticame
back grudgingly when Meles stopped it short ofgibgl — the occupation of Asab is no longer underghp of
Meles. Then came another blow: the assassinatiohisotrusted aid: security chief, Kinfe Gebre-Medhi
Knife’s death removes his absolute trust in colitrglthe country’s security apparatus with which dauld
silence his enemies. Kinfe had assured Meles thatidh not have to worry about a coup d’état froe ahmed
forces. He had reasons for the reassurance. Dthiengrevious ten weeks before his death, Kinfe dadally
removed the key opponents of Meles in the Armedccé®rand from among opposition groups. Some were
arrested, others were killed, and still othersgdifithe disappeared.”

Realizing that unity is important at this time evhthe system of government has lost its bearigym
opposition groups that used to treat each othetaagerous rivals have started to forge alliancegsnyMwho
espoused separatism for decades and fought foe ih@v reconciled to accepting the idea of forgingost-
Meles system of government in Ethiopia that wowddpect its peoples’, individual, social, linguistoailtural
and political rights. Leenco Lata, former Deputyci®tary General of the OLF recounts how he caminadb
conclusion after agonizing over it for a long tinkke believes that as long as Ethiopia subscribésigoequality
for its peoples and agrees to “decolonise, dedéerdgraand demaocratise,” there is no need for then@s, who
comprise the largest ethnic group, to secede. Wieespeaks of “decolonisation,” he is not speakinlg of the
ancien regime. His book is replete with exampleg tan be used to prove Weyane ‘s economic andgabli
control over Oromia. And when he speaks of decksdtion and democratisation, he is again alludingonly
to former Ethiopian autocratic regimes but alsdh® government of Mr. Meles Zenawi that speaksutihg
democratically but ‘reigns’ autocratically’Even though it has flip flopped on this issue befdhe OLF as an
organization also seems to have come to the samelusion. An analyst foDefence & Foreign Affairs
Strategic Policy observes:

The split within the TPLF had served as a catdlystmost opposition groups to come together. Een t
Oromo Liberation Front (OLF), which had sided wifhitrea during the recent war and which had alsgifb a
secessionist war against what it felt was tradéiohmhara domination, had now agreed to abandoessemist
aims and work for a united Ethiopia.

The Ethiopian opposition is extending its reacloabrin order to make its voices heard by the pawerf
countries of the West. In August 2001, AAPO hirddlzby group to represent it on Capitol Hill ane tWhite
House®! Ethiopians in the West. that have rarely exercigggir ability to influence policies regarding thei
country have also now started to flex their musthés is particularly true of those living in thenlted States of
America. Here, close to 500,000 Ethiopian-Americéime where political lobby is a powerful weapon in
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American politics. An Ethiopian community group led many former Ethiopian political figures incladithe
country’s former Defence Minister, Mr. Ayalew Maride which rallied Ethiopian-Americans to vote fol A
Gore and contributed close to US$250,000 to theD2DBmocratic campaign, is already seeing its effort
bearing fruit.

On July 3, 2000, a group of senior Democratic Sesatncluding Joseph Lieberman, [the year 2000
Democratic Vice Presidential candidate,] Edward ey, Christopher Dodd — Patrick Leahy and Dickliur
wrote to U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell tgeuthe Bush Administration to pressure the Ethiopia
Government to improve its human rights record.heirt letter that was written after police brutaldgushed
student protesters and thousands of people wéeé jéiney stated:

While we are pleased that the two human rightsviatsi Dr. Berhanu Nega and [Professor] Mesfin
Woldemariam, were recently released on bail foltmya worldwide outcry, we believe their cases higited a
disturbing pattern of intimidation by the governmen.The Ethiopian government has followed a pattefn
rounding up large numbers of people, detaining thdmout charge, and then releasing them weeksamting later
— with no guarantee that they will be free of fetwharges. This pattern seems to be designed itnidate
opposition groups. ...In 2000, the number of peopl@rison in Ethiopia for politically related offees is over
10,000, not counting the estimated 2,200 formeregawent officials who are still awaiting trial aftalmost a
decade in prison.... The Committee to Protect Joistsalinds that Ethiopia has been Africa's forenjaser of
journalists in recent years. Twenty-seven jourtglige in exile because they fear being arrestéukif return to
Ethiopia.... We ask you to take every opportunityptess the Ethiopian government to change thesarlisy
practices and respect the human rights of itserig?

The Prime Minister's control on the Governmentf@a who now support him for fear of loosing their
lucrative jobs is itself extremely fragile. Sindeetground seems to be slowly sinking from under, leiven those
in his camp seem to be scrambling to find theiesafiiches. For example, on 13 July 2001, seveivs@adres
in Meles Zenawi's government who were sent on @ionisto North America defected. The seven high irank
and well respected Cadres are: Girmay Hiluf, Solorfekle, Abay Kiros, Hailemariam Araya, Tadese Beye
Hagos Belay and Berhane Abraha. It was reportetd‘thase seven Cadres were hand- picked for thlityato
countﬁegr the propaganda against Meles in North Acagend to lure Ethiopians of Tigray origin theezkto the
fold.”

Tigray nationalism is a crucible of the TPLF lis¢ Prime Minister’s popularity there has alreadgrb
dealt a serious blow. Members of the Tewolde-Sigptidn are much popular there for their role duthmgwar with
Eritrea, for their unfettered Tigrayan patriotisamd for their populist criticism of the Mr. Melesbmenklatura.
The Prime Minister is so concerned about securityigray that he has in fact taken extraordinaryasoees.
According to a report in a Tigray newspapéfegahetathe government has instructed all militias ancheat
personnel living in Mekele and its environs to sader their arms and continue their security egerasing clubs.
This shows, according to the paper, that “the regimpower has lost its faith in the people of Mek&* The
violent crackdown the Prime Minister ordered durihg last riot has also earned him the hatred efytuth and
has led the people to suspect that they are undegmatic and intolerant autocracy once againhénRiaspora,
Ethiopians originating from outside the Tigr&ylii have almost unanimously opposed Mr. Meles’ ethigica
oriented regime. Their support for the governmeming) the Ethiopian-Eritrean war ended when Meleleied the
victorious Ethiopian army to stop short of occugyfsab. This opposition group has now been augrddntd¢he
Tewolde-Siye group’s supporters from Tigray who éhawet the PM’'s envoys and Cadres with violent
demonstrations all over the world particularly iarth America.

The first clear sign of a repudiation by Diasp®igrayans was observed when US-domiciled Tigrayans
rebuffed Berhane Gebre Kristos, [Ethiopian Ambags#&al the US and a strong supporter of Meles] asibé to
explain the PM'’s position at a meeting held at Halmaniversity, in Washington DC. Berhane’s audienatked
out in the middle of the discussion. Then the Wagoin Tigrayan community held its own meeting orrdha25
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and announced plans to organise a public gatherisgpport of the dissidents. The situation wasaggd with
Addiselam Balema in London and Assefa Mamo in &eattd Washington. They also met a highly hostibsvd

To make matters worse for the Prime Minister, Ititernational Committee of Tigrians for Democracy
(ICTD) was created by the Tigrayan Diaspora (in t# and Australia) to disseminate the dissidentsid by
Internet. The opposition to Meles among Diasporgralians has increased by leaps and bounds andrsimil
explanatory meetings were disrupted in major citieslorth America including Boston, Atlanta and ®oto as
well as in other places around the world.

Many of Mr. Meles’ Foreign Service personnel alis®o currently abandoning the ship. In June, thaeio
born Ethiopian ambassador to Belgium, Peter RoBiabriel was relieved of his job but refused to metoack to
Addis Ababa to take another assignment. He is otlyreeeking a job with an international organizatiSeveral
other Ethiopian diplomats have also followed st tsame month. They include Desta Arefo, the former
ambassador to India, Dawit Kebede, the ambassadiéganda, and Berhane Meskel Nega, senior counsélibe
embassy to the United Nations. Dawit and Berhame haw actually settled in the United States of Aoae’

That the Meles regime has come out weaker thavas before the purge can be shown further. The
division is not only in the ruling TPLF. The EPRDMpich was simply a cluster of TPLF satellites, his® been
shaken from its foundation. Unchallenged obedigndle TPLF has been replaced with bold demands fhe
surrogate parties. The TPLF’s views are not madmcliany more. Both of SEDPC’s and the OPDO'’s lestips
have been fragmented for good.

According to théReporter which has the most reliable inside informatiorerethe fact that ANDM has
not raised a challenge to the TPLF hegemony has eeived with apparent suspicion in Meles cameyT
think that the Amhara party has an ulterior motivat they cannot put their finger 8hAs for the other two
parties, they have for the first time castigatesl THLF, which brought them into existence as anhat@some
foster parent and an obstacle to their aspiratibnsNegasso Gidada and Mr. Shiferaw Jarso of tRBO have
been particularly very vocal in this regard. Theaised the question of why Tigray, which is gengralid and
has no known natural resource base, should be edldadisproportionately benefit from the naturalaith that
emanate in the south.

One of Mr. Meles’ staunchest supporters, Almazkdawho was Speaker of the House of the
Federation and was, by the constitution, the nexinie to take over the mantle of the Presidencitbiiopia,
asked asylum in the US on August 12, 2001. She gaveterview to the Voice of America that she conbt
bear any more the wealth of Oromia being divertetiuild Tigray®” On August 13 2001, Aaddee Almaz had a
press release in which she stated:

The EPRDF government has brought about untoldriesand sufferings on the Oromo people.... [The]
OPDO is ... reduced to a rubber stamp for TPLF owler Oromia. As a result, thousands of innocein@rs have
disappeared, perished in detention centres frotareoand many more forced to flee the country. adafthere
is] direct rule form Prime Minister Meles Zenawdffice. It should be clear to every Oromo that éhex neither
democracy nor federalism in Ethiopia. The lip seevito democracy is done only to impress westerroidon
countries. Federalism is propagated only to hooki@nomos and other nations and nationalities. #litse today
Oromia has ... become an appendage of Tigray. Omasmurces are mobilized and looted to developaligr..
The ruling party is categorically rejected by tiiire Oromo nation and survives only on the badktsaepressive
security forces. Although the regime issues statésngo the contrary, the OPDO and the Oromo pebpie
rejected Meles Zenawi's prescription of Revolutigri@emocracy. ...."Narrow nationalism" is a codemtaised by
the government to persecute any conscious Oromo sgeaks on behalf of Oromos and refuses to accept
dictatorship and oppression by TPLF....Becausenhatin clear conscience represent Oromia in theefed
Council and remain the speaker of the House of fe¢ida, because my continuous existence in my wokonly
give the false impression that the Oromos are sgmted in the government, | have decided to vaogtposition
as a Speaker of the House of Federation and sdélcgoasylum in the United States. | have alseided to
continue my struggle for the just cause of the Grgreople by joining [the] OLE®
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It is not by coincidence that on August 11 2001,S&¢urity Officers who happened to be members of
the OPDO were arrested by the government. The ationsof the Meles government was that they leaked
confidential informatiorf?

There was a time when in t@mgemahe government was forced to scramble to prodseaan
statistics to prove that the allegations of unfegsource distribution are exaggerated. It hadftaeevith a
statistical data that a disproportionate numbeoadls, industries, clinics and schools, were louiligray.

In general, the priorities of Mr. Meles are miasd. A question may be asked if “Bonapartism” and
“Corruption” are really the primary contradictiors the major problems in Ethiopia today. What about
democratic rights and the role of the oppositionffat\about ethnicity that his government has cuiigtaand is
now using as a threat that if he and his partynatein control, Ethiopia would implode? Even the éwans
who are worried about the plight of the Ethiopigsposition are also slowly recognizing that Mele#ingc
policy is a time bomb. A recent report observes:

.... Washington is said to have insisted that Primeidt#n Meles Zenawi initiate negotiations with thgposition

parties, including the non-legalized ones. The tpes made during the May 30 visit to Addis Abalh¢he acting
assistant secretary for African affairs, Nancy Plbwand the Africa director of the National Secwri€ouncil,

Jendayi Frazer.... In their discussions with MelesaZd, the American delegation brought up the issafethe

pros and the cons of his ethnic rationalizatiorigyol.. this Ethiopian policy is now considered aethirin the halls
of Washington.70

Meles Zenawi does not accord significance todpilan nationalism but the secession clause heiaasdhr
in the constitution, a clause that no democratimtiy recognises in its statutes, will always remas Damocles’
sword on its united existence. Many still consithes issue much more important than * Rotten Bortaa” or
corruption” which are powerful weapons the Primenistier carefully set up to crush his opponents wkee on
the verge of ousting him from power. But as Montaigout it:“Corruption ...is made up by the particular
contribution of every individual man; some contt#gdreachery, while others contribute injusticgrfetyranny,
avarice and cruelty; [and] the contribution is ading to the power they wield’*

Mr. Meles finds himself in dilemma during thiyitig period of intractable national crisis. No neatt
what, he is unable to extricate himself from higyja political past. Everything he did since Mar2001 is right
out of the Book of MALELIT and the TPLF. In actualt, the 20-year gestation of the TPLF had creat®tt.
Jekil and a Mr. Clyde in Mr. Meles. To one groupghef audience, he exhibits a capitalist veneeridthe other
he is an incorrigible Marxist-Leninist. He engageshe discourse of establishing democracy butsruhean
authoritarian fashion. He easily extends licencethe free press but has quickly transformed Ethiapto a
massive African jailhouse for journalists. He surmd opposition political parties to challenge hRRDF for
power; yet, he has also openly announced that Imer giarty can supplant his in Ethiopia. He abhdlsdpian
nationalism and still alleges that he is endeavautd spawn a “New Ethiopia.” He has nurtured amiet
federation but in the process evolved a Frankemsheait craves to gobble him up for not honourirgords of
purveying genuine political autonomy to all of Eipia’s nationalities. He dismissed his opponentdeurthe
guise of expurgating the state of unbridled coinrpbut his political circle happens to wallow irepisely the
same boat. He considers international financiatitut®ns as capitalist piranhas and yet he quiershe
thought of disconcerting them lest they cut off @lepment aid to his “Revolutionary Democracy.” tisale is
the province of Tigray but he has lost the trusthef people in this ethnic enclave due to his zeafavouritism
of Eritrea and Eritreans. He relocated the locugaditical power from the TPLF to the EPRDF, bug tininions
he nurtured to counter his nemeses in the TPLHmomtto jump his ship of state. He cannot turn talsahis
long time authoritarian comrade, Isaias Afeworkcdogse this other half is himself reeling in the séaype of
political quagmire.

No matter whether Mr. Meles rides this storm aft, one thing is clear; he will be remembered for
begetting a highly eccentric system of governmerthousands of years of Ethiopian history. Indéed,
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inconceivable that there has ever been a governmerd reckless with its past than his, so quidess asunder
its country’s unity in the name of ethnic symmeiny actually for the sake ofevide et imperaso eager to land-
lock it forever, so cavalier with the valour andiyes of its past leaders from Ezana to Caleb, fratibala to
Amda Tsion, from Fasilides to Teodros from Yohanioellenelick and Haile Selassie, simply to assuage
transitory political exigencies.

Meles maintains that Ethiopia will face Armageddathout his government, but there are still gerii
in Ethiopia, even among the illiterate sector sfgbpulation to deliver it a political break. Afidications are
that the time is now ripe for such a transitiondAas for Mr. Meles’ political persona, which hasereshown a
liking for the country it rules, which piled abuse its seals and symbols, which cared more fontiéare of
Eritrea and Eritreans than Ethiopia and Ethiopiasghe mainstay of a prodigal political charaatdras no
choice but to countenances an unenviable politieadise. The predicament for the Prime Ministeoigourse,
that there is nowhere to turn. Neither Tigray e test of Ethiopia are in a position to come ®réscue. Even
the people of Eritrea — the “mother country” thatdleefully bestowed independence on consider hpariah
because together with his political ally, Isaiagwérki, he presided over the death of some 70,000ear kith
and kin, the uprooting of close to half a milliohtleir people, and the expulsion of over 60,00€hefr citizens.
Mr. Meles must have heeded Nietzsche’s dictum: y@nbird can build its house on an abyss.”
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Notes

1.. The organizing members MAGEBTwere seven and included: Aregawi BerNef de GuerréBerihun"]
from Adwa; Fantahun; Zeratsion [NDG "Giday"] Erg@re in origin but born and brought up in Tigray;
Alemseged Mengesha [NDG "Hailu"] from Tenbien; Mulagos [NDG "Asfeha"] from Shire; Zerou
Gessesse [NDG "Agaze'"] from Enderta; Ambaye MefliDG "Seyoum"] from Agame; Amha Tsehaye
[NDG "Belay"] from Axum

2.. The early declaration of the rebels did sth#é the Tigray nationalist Front would dissolveitsand join a
Pan -Ethiopian organization that would guaranteeritiht of self-determination if it appeared atitufe date.

3.. The secretly drafted Manifesto which many eartgmbers of the movement suspect was the workwalfyne
appointed members of the Central Committee, Metrsaii and Sebhat Nega [both known to be rabidli ant
Amhara and strongly pro-Eritrean] appeared in 1%A@&n though the rank and file did not share theajd
according to the document, the aim of the rebels weaestablish "the democratic republic of Tigrayid "to
recognize the right of Eritrea to secede from Hildd The presumption was so contentious that rigag
backlash, even the EPLF was said to have opposedeitertheless, Meles' cadre, Addisalem Baliema
continued to fan the idea of a referendum for thdependence of Tigray until 1988, less than thresrsy
before the TPLF took over power in Addis Ababa.

4.. According to the nationalist members of the FPTLigrayan opposition to the Ethiopian governnismiot
new. They claim that this feeling started in 189%ew the Shoan born Emperor of Ethiopia Menelikirl,
opposition to Italy's territorial designs on Ethimpdeployed a 100,000- man army into Tigray withou
adequate provisions, thereby forcing the soldierdite off the land. Some even make the prevaritate
assertion that Tigrayans who perished protectirgjr thomes against Menelik's troops outnumbered the
defeated Italians who died at the Battle of Adw&ewin 1935-36, Fascist Italy's forces invaded dftia, the
main battlefield was in Tigray, and once againittf@bitants suffered. Three years after Italy'sdef1941]
and Emperor Haile Selassie's return to power, Vagrgpeasants revolted against the imperial regithis is
known in TPLF parlance as the first Weyane. Ettdapgovernment forces, supported by British wargane
which were flown in from Eden, suppressed the reaotl Haile Selassie is accused by the Tigray nalists

of imposing a harsh peace on their impoverisheitdey.

® Lenin, Vladimir, lllich, What is to be Done, MosgpCW5, 1902.

6..From its inception, the seven original membedsthe party as its core leadership. One membé&mgeged
Mersha was however dropped from the leadershipiwitivo years. He was accused of not only power-
mongering but also of individualistic tendencied &or not respecting the rigid revolutionary didirip
created by the party. Aregawi Berhe was its cigilaell as military commander. In 1975, when moreniners
joined the movement the leadership was re-constifuwvith two new members, Asfeha Hagos and Hailu
Mengesha having being replaced by Sebhat Nega arsieMVehari. Aregawi Berhe was elected Chairman,
Abay Tsehaye was given the political portfolio, Mudlega military affairs and Seyoum Mesfin the fgre
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office (which incidentally he still keeps.)

" For the historical condition before the EPRDF campower and the developments that took place in
preparing the new regime to be established, seleHeaze Layers of Time: A History of Ethiopi®algrave,
2000.

% Theoretically Ethiopia is a Federal Republic.démstitution ratified in December 1994; becameatife on
22 August 1995. The TPLF abolished the 13 provimddsthiopia and replaced it with one based on Ethn
which has also been given the right of cessatiamceSthat time, Ethiopia has been subdivided irtee n
ethnically-based administrative regions and 2 enad cities: ; Afar; Amhara, Benishangul/Gumuz;mbala;
Harar; Oromia; Somali; Southern Nations, Natioiesit and Peoples Region, Tigray and the cities addi#\
Ababa and Dire Dawa. It is these entities he asdtbileagues created that the P.M. claims willntégjrate if
the EPRDF looses power.

19 CopleyOp.Cit.
- |ndian Ocean NewsletteApril, 200, No. 946.

12 The pro-Metes group also known as Athe Upper RaBoup. includes Foreign Minister Seyoum Mesfin ;
Ambassador to Washington Berhane Gebre Christoshenidte security.’ chief Kinfe Gebremedhin.

13- As the Reporter notes, for some curious reasoeetsensitive but nevertheless, very importanessuere

not raised by Mr. Meles. These are 1. Directiofraifeign Policy; 2. Military Issues; and 3. Questi@ealing
with the Ethiopian-Eritrean Conflict particularlyn ithe areas of the present status of demarcation,
reconciliation, armament and demobilization

14 The family connection within the Sebhat-Meles Grisiquite revealing. Tsegaye Berhe who shiftedsmu
and moved from supporting the Tewolde-Siye groupasried to Kidusan Nega a younger sister of Sebhat
Nega. Addis Alem Balema, former Ethiopian AmbassdddChina is married to the sister of Arkebe Iquba
who took over Siye’s position as EFFORT managekeBe himself is married to Meles staunch suppatter,
Ethiopian Ambassador to the US, Berhane Gebred&igtwo Meles supporters and Central Committee
members — Tirfu Kidane Mariam and Abay Woldu areldand and wife. But as the Indian Ocean Newsletter
points out, relations may not always work. For eglanthe ousted Chief of Staff, General Tsadkanr&eb
Tensay, is married to Sebhat Nega's nearest cbusithis could not stop his purge because his grassion
[attempting a coup against Meles] was unpardonalfildugeta Alem Seged and Alem Seged Gebre Amlak
are also related but they are in different camgreeformer on Meles’ side and the latter on TewSie
group’s side. Afeworki Alemseged, Mulugeta'’s brathad a fall out with the Meles’ camp because heked
closely with the Derg. He escaped to Kenya wher®v, he was gunned down by the TPLF's secret@oli
at a refugee camp in Thika located near Nairolgie the Indian Ocean Newsletter, 01/05/01.

15 CopleyOp.Cit.

8 The TPLF - has membership of about 100,000. haised in Mekele [Tigray.] Its ideology is: Marxism-
Leninist, and from 1978 to 1991, it was guided g Marxist-Leninist League of Tigray [MALELIT.] wbh
followed Enver Hoxa's line after the latter brokeag from Maoism. The structure o the TPLF follows a
Leninist Model. At the top is the Secretary Gengkdl. Meles Zenawi] who is mostly attached to thber
government - the EPRDF and follows day-to-day é@ there. He goes to the TPLF organization toage
approval when he has to have the EPRDF make majoisidns. Second is the Politburo in Mekele [9
members including Mr. Meles himself] that makes Kegisions collegially and without regard to theRERF.
Third is the Central Committee with 30 members [rfowctioning with only 20 since the expulsion of 10
members.] Whatever the Politburo decides has tappeoved by the Central Committee. In cases inuglvi
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key policy decisions that the EPRDF wants to mdke, Prime Minister has to go to Mekele and get the
approval of the Politburo and the Central Committdethe TPLF. If it is not approved, it cannot be
implemented even if it is legislated by parliameotv almost totally controlled by the EPRDF-.

"Negasso's wife is German UN Integrated Regionakrinétion Network June 26, 2001.

'8 This was told to the author by a delegate who attending the conference. The informant has asked f
anonymity that the research respects.

¥ Walta Information Centre, Addis Ababa, July, 2001.
2 The BBC, 29 July, 2001

2L |bid. Negasso's terms as President would expif®ejptember. Any one among the following may take th
titular presidency once it is vacated. 1. Genetadlala Gemeda, 2. Addisu Legesse 3.. Almaz Makd<asu
llala, 5.. Girma Biru, and 6. Genet Zewde.

2 Walta Information Network, Addis Ababa, July 24904
% Ethiopian News Agency, Addis Ababa, July 23, 2001]

4 Finote Democracy Radio, July, 2001.

% Meles’ “Perspectives and “Bonapartism”,” and “Agadbn “Bonapartism”,” together with other shorter
documents presented at the 2001 conference, aeaftearreferred to in the footnotes as Meles Zenawi
GimgemaPapers, 2001. The translation of th&mgemapapers from Tigrigna to Amharic was rendered by
ReporterMagazine. The translation from Amharic to Englistiie author’s. This researcher pays tribute to the
Reporterstaff for the way they conducted themselves amtiqodarly for their candid and fair reporting dogi

the crisis. Both th&®eporterand the Author have tried to be as faithful todhiginal as possible.

% Meles ZenawiGimgemaPapers, 2001. Here, the Prime Minister was refgriinhis plan to sack Abate
Kisho and his allies from the SEPDF party.

*"N. Poulantzas, Political Power and Social Clask@&3, P. 50

28 Karl Marx, The 18th Brumaire of Louis Bonapart869, Ch. 3]

2 Frederick Engles, The Origin of the Family, Rt Property and the State, 1884, Ch. 9).

3 Karl Marx, 18th Brumaire, ch. 7).

3L 1bid. Ch. 3]

%2 Prime Minister Meles Zenawi presented the positiaper on “Bonapartism” during the months of Maieh
May, 2001, first to the Central Committee and thethe TPLF Cadres comprising about 10,000, theoritgj

of whom are in Tigray and Addis Ababa. The ideas supposed to be discussed, then passed so that the

would become the policy of the EPRDF

3. Meles Zenawi,GimgemaPapers, 2001. See also Irving, Fetscher, Karl Mamt Marxism, New York,
1970; Leszek Kolakowski, Main Currents of Marxis3ryols. New York, 1978
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3 Meles ZenawiGimgemaPapers, 2001

% Indian Ocean Newsletter - Daily Alert, May 30020.
% Indian Ocean Newsletter, 2001, No. 946; Ibid. Bi7]
¥ Ibid.

3. SBG's business managers and major shareholdefiedte Yizengaw, Minwiyelet Atnafu, Abebew Desta,
Worku Merga and Asnake Jenbere most of whom areatd¢erchele prison.

39 THE INDIAN OCEAN NEWSLETTER No. 951; lbid. 952
0 Meles ZenawiGimgemaPapers, 2001

“ITHE INDIAN OCEAN NEWSLETTERO01, No. 944

2 bid.

3 Meles ZenawiGimgemaPapers, 2001

*“ Ibid.

> The following officials, who are not only TPLF mbers but also high-ranking officials of the TPLFvéa
been or are in charge of REST, answerable diréstihe TPLF. Some, have been purged during thentece
feud in the organization, and have been replacedtbgr high-ranking officials of the same orgarimat
Example: Abbay Tsehaye Chairman of REST; Centram@ittee/Politburo of TPLF; Head of the
governmental Commission for Sustainable Agricultanel Environmental Rehabilitation of Tigray /SAERT;
[Position up to the 2001 purge;] Gebru Asrat, CainBommittee/Politburo of TPLF; Regional Presideht
Tigray [Position up to the 2001 purge;] Tadessdd{&iead of (Federal) Investment Office; beforenRlag
Bureau in Megele; Dr. Solomon Inquai Member of Begl Council of Tigray; Head of Department of Sécia
Affairs, Regional Government of Tigray, Special Agbr to the Regional President of Tigray; Dr. Mulu
Ketsela, Economic Advisor to Prime Minister Meleenawi and Minister in Change of Foreign Economic
Relations in the Prime Ministers Office; Dr. EtiyaBeyene, Member, House of People's Represerndditive
an Addis Abeba constituency, wife of Dr. Mesfin M head of Tigray Regional Bureau of Health in #ek
and Vice Chairman of the Board of Directors of fligray Development Association; Tekleweyni Assefa
Executive Director of REST. ]

“6 Again all officials who are in control of TDA, afBPLF members answerable to the organization arst mo
are among the heavyweights though to a lesser tetltan REST's. Example: Araya Zerihun, Chairman and
Managing Director of TDA, TPLF-member; W/zo Aregastiane Central Committee and Politburo member,
TPLF; Secretary of Regional Council of Tigray atslExecutive Committee Dr. Teklehaymanot Haileselas
Vice Minister (Federal) of Education; Dr. Mesfin his: Head of Tigray Regional Bureau of Health;
Gebremichael Pawlos: Retired former head of govemai enterprise; Dr. Mitiku Haile: President Mekel
University College. Some individual members arenfrthe Tigray professional and business community
mainly from Mekele.]

*"- The managing director is Kidisan Nega Central Citteg member and sister of Sebhat Nega - Meleg" bes
friend and smart intriguer.] Tigray Youth Assoaiati[TYA,] and Tigray Farmers’ Association [TFA.]
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8 Among them are - Sebhat Nega, founder and TPLRrmoha [1979-89] politburo member from the
organisation’s inception until the present timdl stithe Meles" camp, Siye Abraha [Chairman of Brard of
Directors] and TPLF Politburo member since 1979mferly Minister of Defence of the TGE/1991-95)
[TPLF] recently expelled from the organization apksently leading the dissenters’ group, Abadi Zemo
[TPLF] Central Committee member since 1994, HeaBBST, 1970"9-91.]

9 Meles ZenawiGimgemaPapers, 2001
* |bid.
*! Ibid.
> Ibid.
> Ibid.
> Ibid.

® The author expresses gratitude to officials witthi@ian interest at heart [they prefer to remain
anonymous,] who supplied the special study docusnemtwhich the information in this section is baped

%% One thing that is clear is that both the Tewolde S action that has been expelled from the Central
Committee and the Sebhat-Meles-Sebhat Factionghmentw in control of the majority of TPLF Cadre aill
avowed Marxist-Leninists. Even after their acrinmus tussle in 2001, they have not accused each othe
following a Leninist path. In fact if there are asations, it is that each denounces the other bhamg
genuine Marxist-Leninist with a” Revolutionary Deanacy” as its guiding principle.

" Meles Zenawi, @ngemaPapers, 2001
%8 Copley, Op.Cit.

%9 Leenco LataThe Ethiopian State at the Crossroads: Decolonisgtand Democratisation or
Integration? Lawrenceville, NJ: The Red Sea PrE339.
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