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T h i s  s t u d y  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  c u r r e n t  r i g h t  wing 

e x t r e m i s t  g ro u p s  i n  t h e  U.S. have no g r e a t e r  p r o p e n s i t y  

f o r  damage t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  t h a n  o l d e r  r i g h t  wing 

g ro u p s .

A l though  r i g h t  wing groups  a r e  d a n g e r o u s  due t o  th e  

p o p u l a r i t y  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e  c a u s e s  and t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  

o f  modern w eaponry ,  an e x a m in a t io n  r e v e a l s  t h a t  d e d i c a t ­

io n  and i n c r e a s e d  m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l i t y  a r e  o f f s e t  by more 

e f f i c i e n t  law e n f o r c e m e n t  r e s p o n s e  and l a c k  o f  s u p p o r t  by 

t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a c e .

A c a r e f u l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  American  r i g h t  wing,  

b o t h  o l d  and  new show s t h e  d i s p a r i t y  b e tw e e n  t h e  two 

g r o u p s .  Em phasis  i s  p l a c e d  on e x p l o r i n g  t h e  o l d  r i g h t  

wing t a c t i c  o f  c o u r t i n g  law e n fo rc em e n t  p e r s o n n e l  and t h e  

new r i g h t  wing t a c t i c  o f  p l a c i n g  law e n f o r c e m e n t  on i t s  

l i s t  o f  h a t e d  e n e m ie s .
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION 

Background and S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  Problem

The p u rp o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  

o f  som e c u r r e n t  r i g h t  w i n g  g r o u p s  t o  t h r e a t e n  t h e  

s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  U.S.  Government  o r ,  more r e a l i s t i c a l l y ,  

t o  t r o u b l e  s o c i a l  t r a n q u i l i t y .

C u r r e n t  r i g h t  wing g ro u p s  t o  e x t e n t  n o t  t r a d i t i o n ­

a l l y  t r u e  f i n d  t h e i r  r o o t s  i n  t h e  f a s c i s t  movements i n  

E urope .  F asc ism  was a  movement o f  t h e  lower  m idd le  c l a s s  

w h ic h  was d r i v e n  by s a d i s t i c  and m a s o c h i s t i c  s t r i v i n g s .  

The id e o l o g y  o f  t h e  Nazi  movement a p p e a le d  t o  and i n t e n s ­

i f i e d  t h e s e  t r a i t s  i n  Germany (Fromm, 19 4 1 ) .  Gregor  

( 1 9 7 4 )  c i t e s  a n u m b e r  o f  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  

f a s c i s m .  He s e e s  f a s c i s m  as a conseq u en ce  o f  a moral  

c r i s i s  i n  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  f a i l e d  t o  p rod u ce  f reedom  and 

e q u a l i t y  i n  E u r o p e .  F a sc i sm ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  G re g o r ,  can  

a l s o  be  a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d i s a b i l i t y ,  a 

" s i c k  s o c i e t y "  t h a t  i s  a f f l i c t e d  w i t h  t h e  work ing  o u t  o f  

t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  p s y c h o d y n a m ic a l ly  im p a i r e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

T h is  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  " a u t h o r i t a r i a n  p e r s o n a l i t y . "  G regor  

a l s o  s e e s  f a s c i s m  a s  a c o nseq u en ce  o f  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  

"amorphous m a s s e s , "  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  "mass man" a s  a

1

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



p r o d u c t  o f  h i s t o r y .  He a l s o  p o i n t s  o u t  f a s c i s m  as  seen  

a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  " c l a s s  s t r u g g l e , "  t h e  m a r x i s t  i n t e r p r e ­

t a t i o n  o f  f a s c i s m .  G re g o r  a l s o  l o o k s  a t  f a s c i s m  a s  a 

f u n c t i o n  o f  a s t a g e  o f  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  " d e la y e d  

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . "  And f i n a l l y ,  he  s e e s  f a s c i s m  as 

t e n d i n g  to w a rd  t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m ,  an i d e o l o g y  o f  a  s i n g l e  

p a r t y  l e d  by  one man, a t e r r o r i s t i c  p o l i c y ,  a communi­

c a t i o n s  monopoly and a  c e n t r a l l y  d i r e c t e d  economy.

From f a s c i s m ,  t h e  Nazi  p h i l o s o p h y  d e v e l o p e d .  R ig h t  

w in g  g r o u p s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  new g r o u p s  l i k e  t h e  Aryan  

N a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f r e q u e n t l y  e s p o u s e d  Nazi 

p h i l o s o p h y ,  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  symbols o f  t h e  Germanic Nazi  

movement. N az i  p h i l o s o p h y  i n  Germany inv o ked  a V o lk i s h  

i d e o l o g y  b e s t  d e s c r i b e d  a s  an  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  l i f e  

opposed t o  p r o g r e s s  and m o d e r n i z a t i o n .

V o lk i s h  i d e o l o g y  saw a h i g h e r  l i f e  f o r c e  and found 

i t s  r o o t s  i n  n a t u r e .  Two fu n d am e n ta l  i d e a s  o f  V o lk i sh  

i d e o lo g y  were  t h e  p r im acy  o f  t h e  Volk and a b h o r r e n c e  o f  

th e  Jew. The Volk b e l i e v e d  i n  r e v e r i n g  a n c i e n t  ge rm anic  

h i s t o r y  w i t h  t h e  " p u r i t y "  o f  ge rm an ic  v i r t u e s .  F o l lo w e r s  

o f  V o l k i s h  p h i l o s o p h y  saw t h e  Jew s  a s  r o o t l e s s  and  

im pure ,  s im p ly  p u t ,  good e q u a l s  German, e v i l  e q u a l s  Jew. 

The V o lk  u t i l i z e d  t h e  a n c i e n t  symbols  such  a s  t h e  ru n e  

and t h e  s w a s t i k a  and t h e  o ld  N ord ic  l e g e n d s  assumed g r e a t  

i m p o r t a n c e .  The them e  o f  many V o l k i s h  books c e n t e r e d  

a r o u n d  " b o l t s  o f  l i g h t e n i n g  a n d  t h u n d e r . "  The V o lk
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e m p h a s i z e d  w h a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  A ryan  b e a u t y  and 

s t r e s s e d  t h e  r a c i a l l y  " i d e a l  t y p e . "  The Jew was se en  a s  

t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  t h e  germ anic  i d e a l  o f  b e a u t y .  V o lk i s h  

w r i t i n g s  saw a g r a r i a n  s e t t l e m e n t s  founded  on t h e  s o i l  a s  

a n  i n d i c t m e n t  o f  m odern  c a p i t a l i s m  and  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  

p re a c h e d  v i o l e n c e  a s  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  w or ld  c o n s p i r a c y  

o f  J e w i s m .  A d o l f  H i t l e r  t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  g e r m a n i c  

r e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  a r a c i s t  and a n t i - J e w i s h  r e v o l u t i o n .  The 

N a z i ' s  saw t h e  "new f a s c i s t  man" a s  p a r t  o f  a p u re  n a t i o n  

and p u r e  r a c e ,  p a r t  o f  a huge g a t h e r i n g  o f  men where t h e  

r h y th m  o f  t h e  army o r  t h e  c ro w d  b e a t s  as  one (Mosse, 

1964) . I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  r i g h t  

wing g ro u p s  i n  America se e  t h e m s e lv e s  a s  " n a t i v e "  t o  t h e  

U . S . ,  i n  f a c t  t h e y  f i n d  t h e i r  o r i g i n s  i n  Europe w i th  t h e  

f a s c i s t  and Nazi  movements.

In  The F a r t h e r  S h a r e s  o f  P o l i t i c s :  The American

P o l i t i c a l  F r i n g e  Today, Thayer (1968) e x p l a i n s  t h a t  much 

o f  t h e  American r i g h t  wing f i n d s  i t s  o r i g i n s  i n  f a s c i s m  

and  N a z i  p h i l o s o p h y  b e l i e v i n g  i n  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  s t a t e ,  

l e a d e r s h i p  p r i n c i p l e  and a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m ,  and t h e  N a z i ' s  

f o l l o w  H i t l e r ' s  d o c t r i n e s .  American  r i g h t  wing g ro u p s  

t e n d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  b a s e  o f  f a s c i s t  

m o v e m e n ts ;  t h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a form o f  " s t a t u s  p o l i t i c s "  

s t e m m i n g  f r o m  f e e l i n g s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  and  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  f r a g m e n t a t i o n .
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I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  American i n s t i t u t i o n s  have a long  

h i s t o r y  o f  n a t i v i s m  and r a c i s m  b u t  t h e  ex trem e  r i g h t  wing 

move t o w a r d  v i g i l a n t i s m  a s  o v e r s t e p p e d  t h e  " s e l f - h e l p "  

t r a d i t i o n  and  moved beyond l e g a l  r e s t r a i n t s  ( S k o l n i c k ,

1969) .

The American new r i g h t  wing e s p o u s e s  a c u r i o u s  and 

lo o s e  p h i l o s o p h y  mixing  u l t r a  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p r o t e s t a n t i s m  

w i th  t h e  o ld  German V o lk i s h  b e l i e f s ,  b u t  t h e i r  i d e o l o g ­

i c a l  commitment i s  a s  weak t o  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  p h i lo s o p h y  as  

i t  i s  t o  a c o h e r e n t  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y .  

New r i g h t  wing g roup  members t e n d  t o  be more im p r e s s e d  

w i t h  t h e  ha rm ony  and  r i t u a l  o f  t h e  " s e r v i c e "  t h a n  any 

meaning a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  i t .

A c o m p a r i s o n  o f  E u r o p e a n  and  A m erican  r i g h t  wing 

g r o u p s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  E u r o p e a n  g r o u p s  h a v e  a s e r i o u s  

s y s t e m a t i c  i d e o l o g i c a l  commitment and a s t r o n g  d e d i c a t i o n  

t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a u t h o r i t y ,  w h i l e  American r i g h t  wing 

g roups  have a weak s e n s e  o f  i d e o l o g y  and a g r e a t l y  d im in ­

i s h e d  commitment o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a u t h o r i t y ,  r e f l e c t i n g  

a g r o s s l y  d i s t o r t e d  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  

i n d i v i d u a l i s m  i n  America .  These w e akn esses  enhance  t h e  

a b i l i t y  o f  law e n fo r c e m e n t  t o  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  u l t r a  r i g h t  

wing American g r o u p s ,  making i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them t o  pay 

o n l y  l i p s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  model so s u c c e s s f u l l y  

employed by a c t i v i s t s  on b o th  t h e  e x t re m e  l e f t  and r i g h t  

i n  Europe  and R u s s i a .
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A l t h o u g h  s m a l l  i n  numbers ,  t h e  members o f  c u r r e n t  

e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t  wing g ro u p s  a r e  c a p a b le  o f  v i o l e n c e  and 

p r o p e r t y  damage. R e c e n t  media c o v e ra g e  o f  g r o u p ' s  such 

a s  t h e  A ryan  N a t i o n s  h a s  f o c u s e d  on t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  

commit  v i o l e n t  a c t s  i n c l u d i n g  m urder ,  a s s a u l t  and armed 

r o b b e r y .  But l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  has  been d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  

p h i l o s o p h i e s  o f  t h e s e  g ro u p s  and how t h e s e  p h i l o s o p h i e s  

c o m p a r e  t o  o l d e r  r i g h t  wing g ro u p s  such a s  t h e  Ku Klux 

K l a n .  I n i t i a l l y  i t  m u s t  be  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  t h e s e  

i d e o l o g i e s  a r e  o f  l i t t l e  i n t r i n s i c  i n t e r e s t ;  how ever ,  

t h e y  a r e  c r u c i a l  e l e m e n t s  i n  any  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  ex t rem e  r i g h t  i n  c o n te m p o ra ry  

A m erica .

T h is  s tu d y  i s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  im p o r tan c e  a t  t h i s  t im e  

b e c a u s e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p h i l o s o p h y  i s  v e ry  p o p u l a r .  F u r t h e r ,  

many c o m m e n ta to r s  have  n o te d  a r e l i g i o u s  r e v i v a l .  The 

s u p e r f i c i a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  b i a s  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  e x t r e m i s t  

r i g h t  wing g r o u p s ,  combined w i th  t h e i r  " r e l i g i o u s "  a tm o s ­

p h e r e  a r g u a b l y  makes them v e ry  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  Americans  

moved by such d e v e lo p m e n ts  and who f e e l  u n r e p r e s e n t e d  and 

abandoned by t h e i r  g o v e rn m e n t .  T h is  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  

f o r  some Vietnam v e t e r a n s  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  f o l k .  Accord­

i n g l y ,  t h e  r i g h t  wing g ro u p s  o f  to d ay  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

e a g e r  t o  r e c r u i t  combat  e x p e r i e n c e d  v e t e r a n s  o f  Vie tnam 

and p h y s i c a l l y  f i t ,  h a r d - w o r k in g  f a r m e r s .
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R i g h t  w in g  g ro u p s  a r e  n o t  a new phenomenon i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War, n a t i v i s t  move­

ments were common. I n  t h e  e a r l y  1920s ,  t h e  Ku Klux Klan 

c l a i m e d  3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o  6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  m em b ers .  The 1930s  

b r o u g h t  t h e  U .S .  F a t h e r  C h a r l e s  C o u g h l in ,  a  p o p u l i s t ,  

p r o f a s c i s t  and a n t i - S e m i t i c  a g i t a t o r .  The B lack  Legion  

f o l l o w e d  t h e  Klan i n  I n d i a n a ,  O hio ,  and M ich ig an .  The 

S i l v e r  S h i r t s ,  o r g a n i z e d  i n  t h e  1930s ,  was a n o t h e r  avowed 

f a s c i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  t h e  1 9 5 0 s ,  S e n a t o r  J o s e p h  

M cC arthy  l e d  a  we 11- p u b l i c i z e d  c r u s a d e  a g a i n s t  " t r e a s o n  

i n  h ig h  p l a c e s "  and communist  s u b v e r s i o n  i n  g overnm en t .

A p a r t i c u l a r l y  d a n g e r o u s  g rou p  was t h e  Minutemen, 

u l t r a  r i g h t i s t  and p a r a m i l i t a r y .  T h is  g roup  f l o u r i s h e d  

o u t s i d e  t h e  S o u th  and b e l i e v e d  t h a t  an  armed g u e r r i l l a  

g r o u p  was  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e f e n d  A m e r i c a  a g a i n s t  t h e  

Communis t  c o n s p i r a c y .  T h i s  g roup  had a p r o p e n s i t y  t o  

s t o c k p i l e  weapons and e x p l o s i v e s  and even c la im e d  t o  have  

a v a i l a b l e  l a r g e  a r t i l l e r y  p i e c e s  such  a s  a n t i - t a n k  g u n s .  

I n  1 9 6 9 ,  G e o r g e  W a l l a c e  had  g r e a t  s u p p o r t  f rom u l t r a  

c o n s e r v a t i s t s  ( L i p s i t  & R aab ,  1978) and more d i s t u r b ­

i n g l y ,  among a b ro a d  sp e c t ru m  o f  young v o t e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

m a l e s .  D u r i n g  t h e  1970s and e a r l y  1 9 80 s ,  h i s t o r i c a l l y  

r e c o g n i z a b l e  r i g h t  wing g ro u ps  such  a s  t h e  Ku Klux Klan 

showed a marked d e c l i n e ,  b u t  u l t r a  r i g h t  wing g ro u p s  such  

as  t h e  Aryan N a t io n s  began  t o  g a i n  s t r e n g t h .
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An u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e s e  new g ro u p s  h a s  come from 

v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s ,  some o f  them d r a m a t i c .  On t h e  m orn ing  

o f  D ecem ber  7 ,  1984, d o zen s  o f  FBI A g e n t s ,  t h e i r  f a c e s  

b l a c k e n e d  a n d  b o d i e s  c l o t h e s  i n  c a m o u f l a g e  f a t i g u e s ,  

moved i n  on t h r e e  s m a l l  homes on Whidbey I s l a n d ,  a 45 

m i l e  s t r e t c h  i n  t h e  P u g e t  S o u n d  n o r t h  o f  S e a t t l e ,  

W a s h i n g t o n .  T rapped  i n s i d e  were  members o f  a n e o -N a z i  

g u e r r i l l a  g r o u p  t h a t  b o a s t e d  a s  many names,  The O r d e r ,  

The W h i t e  A m e r i c a n  B a s t i a n ,  The S i l e n t  B r o th e r h o o d ,  a s  

t r u e  b e l i e v e r s .

B ro th e rh o o d  members were s u s p e c t e d  i n  v i o l e n t  c r im e s  

i n c l u d i n g  b a n k  a n d  a r m o r e d  c a r  r o b b e r i e s — o n e  i n  

C a l i f o r n i a  t h a t  n e t t e d  $ 3 .6  m i l l i o n  and t h e  1984 murder  

o f  D e n v e r  r a d i o  t a l k - s h o w  h o s t ,  Alan B erg .  One by one 

t h e y  s u r r e n d e r e d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  R o b e r t  Matthews,  3 1 ,  t h e  

g r o u p s  f o u n d e r .  A f t e r  35 h o u r s  o f  n e g o t i a t i o n s  a nd  

i n t e r m i t t e n t  e x ch an ges  o f  a u t o m a t i c  weapons f i r e ,  t h e  FBI 

Agents  i l l u m i n a t e d  t h e  house  w i t h  f l a r e s .  In  t h e  e n s u i n g  

gun b a t t l e ,  a f i r e  b ro k e  o u t ,  i g n i t i n g  ammunition s t o c k ­

p i l e s .  Matthews was b u rn ed  t o  d e a t h .  A s e a r c h  o f  t h e  

h o u s e  r e v e a l e d  an  a r s e n a l  o f  w e a p o n s ,  e x p l o s i v e s  and 

a m m u n i t i o n  a n d  a d o c u m e n t  d a t e d  November 2 5 ,  1 9 8 4 ,

e n t i t l e d  " D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  W a r . "  I t  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  

e x e c u t i o n  o f  f e d e r a l  a g e n t s ,  co n gressm en  and j u d g e s  and 

t h e  " b e h e a d i n g "  o f  i n f o r m a n t s  a n d  c o n c l u d e d  " L e t  t h e  

b a t t l e  b e g in "  ( S t a r r ,  19 85 ) .
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D i s c o v e r a b l e  i n  t h e  " D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  War", i t s e l f  a 

shoddy c r e d o ,  a r e  p r i n c i p l e s  mark ing  t h e  c l e a r  w a te r s h e d  

between t h e  " o l d "  and "new" r i g h t ,  and which  t h i s  t h e s i s  

a rg u e s  s e r v e  t o  l i m i t  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  a p p e a l .  The o ld  and 

new r i g h t  w in g  a t t i t u d e  toward  law e n f o r c e m e n t  and law 

en fo rc em e n t  p e r s o n n e l  must  be e x p lo r e d  and t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  new v i o l e n t  and e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t  c a n ­

n o t  make a p l a u s i b l e  a p p e a l  t o  law e n fo r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s .  

There  i s  no g r e a t e r  d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  be  drawn be tween  t h e  

o ld  and new e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t .

I t  w i l l  be  shown t h a t  law e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  to d a y  

f a c e  i n  t h e  new e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t ,  g ro u p s  whose t a c t i c s  and 

i d e o lo g y  commit them t o  c o n f r o n t  law e n fo r c e m e n t  i n  t h e  

a b s t r a c t ,  a n d  w h i c h  lo ok  upon law e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  

th e m se lv e s  w i t h  h o s t i l i t y .

From t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  p r e - C i v i l  War n a t i v i s t  move­

m e n ts  i n  t h e  U .S .  u n t i l  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  

"new" Ku Klux  K la n ,  Posse  C o m ita tu s  and Aryan N a t i o n s ,  

t h e  o l d  r i g h t  wing  g ro up s  c a l l e d  f o r  a  changed  Am erica .  

They l o o k e d  f o r  an America which would be dom ina ted  by 

w h i t e  Europeans  and p r o t e s t a n t s .  These  g ro u p s  g e n e r a l l y  

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  A m e r i c a  m u s t  be  changed  by w ork ing  from 

w i t h i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  f r a m e w o rk ;  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  change would o c c u r  w i t h i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  and 

t h a t  law e n f o r c e m e n t  c o u ld  a i d  t h a t  c h a n g e ,  t h a t  t h e  pool  

o f  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  p r o v i d e d  a r i c h  s o u r c e  o f  r e c r u i t s  and 

s y m p a th i z e r s .
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R e c r u i t m e n t  o f  law  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  became a 

p r i o r i t y .  Old r i g h t  wing a p p e a l s  t o  p a t r i o t i s m ,  lo v e  o f  

c o u n t r y  and " j u s t "  ( i . e . ,  s e v e r e )  p un ish m en t  o f  c r i m i n a l s  

l e d  a number o f  w e l l - m e a n in g  law e n fo r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  t o  

t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  Ku Klux Klan.  F u r t h e r ,  law e n fo r c e m e n t  

o f f i c e r s  were t h e m s e l v e s  from t h e  same r a c i a l ,  r e l i g i o u s  

and e t h n i c  g ro u p s  from which t h e  o ld  e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t  was 

drawn. F u r t h e r ,  t h e y  were  u n d e r p a i d ,  overworked and f e l t  

u n a p p r e c i a t e d .  I n  some c a s e s ,  t h e  Klan and o t h e r  o l d  

r i g h t  wing g ro u p s  gave  them a hope t o  change  America ,  b u t  

c h a n g e  co n d u c ted  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h i n  t h e  b r o a d  c o n f i n e s  o f  

t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and  s o c i a l  t r a d i t i o n s .  

Members o f  t h e  o l d  r i g h t  wing g ro u p s  and p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  

t e n d e d  t o  s h a r e  t h e  same s o c i a l  economic s t a t u s .  Both 

g r o u p s  t e n d e d  t o  b e  p o o r ,  u n e d u c a t e d  and  e s s e n t i a l l y  

r u r a l  b a s e d .  Racism was a common v a l u e  s h a r e d  by b o th  

t h e  o l d  r i g h t  w in g  and  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

l o c a l  p o l i c e .

Now t h e  new r i g h t  w ing  g r o u p s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  

c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m ,  r o o t  a nd  b r a n c h ,  m u s t  be  

d e s t r o y e d  and r e b u i l t  a s  a "new" sys tem  i n  a t o t a l l y  new 

p o l i t i c a l  image.  The new r a d i c a l  r i g h t  i n  g e n e r a l  and 

t h e  A ryan  N a t i o n s  w i t h  i t s  s p l i n t e r  g r o u p s ,  i n  p a r t i ­

c u l a r ,  have t a r g e t e d  t h e  U.S. Government ,  which i t  c a l l s  

ZOG, o r  Z i o n i s t  O c c u p a t io n a l  Government ,  a s  i t s  number 

one enemy ( S t a r r ,  1 9 8 5 ) .
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The new r i g h t  wing c o n s i d e r s  law e n f o r c e m e n t  and i t s  

p e r s o n n e l , n o t  as  p o s s i b l e  r e c r u i t s  and u n s u p p o r t i v e  o f  

t h e  c a u s e ,  b u t  a s  e n e m i e s  t o  b e  d e s t r o y e d ,  t h e  mere  

s e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  c o r r u p t  e x i s t i n g  s o c i o - c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

s t r u c t u r e .  I n  "The P r i n c i p l e s  o f  War a nd  R u l e s  o f  

Engagement" s e t  f o r t h  by t h e  Aryan N a t i o n s ,  i t  i s  s t a t e d  

t h a t  any a g e n t  o f  t h e  Z i o n i s t  O c c u p a t io n a l  Government o f  

N o r t h  A m e r ic a  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be t h e  "enemy" and any 

l o c a l  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r ,  s t a t e  p a t r o l m a n  o r  o t h e r  law 

e n f o r c e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l  who c o o p e r a t e  w i th  t h e  a g e n t s  of  

ZOG a n d  i n j u r e s  t h e  A ry a n  N a t i o n s  i n  any way w i l l  be 

r e g a r d e d  a s  c o o p e r a t i v e  c o m b a t a n t s  (U .S .  G o v e rn m e n t  

R e c o r d s ,  19 8 4 ) .  Most a r e  assumed t o  be so c o o p e r a t i v e .  

S o ,  i n  a n o t a b l e  i d e o l o g i c a l  a b o u t  f a c e  w i t h i n  t h e  

American r i g h t ,  law e n fo r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  as  

an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  h a t e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t a t u s  quo.  

N o t ,  a s  p r e v i o u s l y ,  p o t e n t i a l  a l l i e s  and s y m p a t h i z e r s ,  

b u t  a s  components  o f  t h e  h a t e d  e x i s t i n g  o r d e r  and whose 

p h y s i c a l  e l i m i n a t i o n  i s  a n e c e s s a r y  p r e l u d e  t o  t h e  coming 

o f  t h e  New O rd e r .

Of p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e rn  t o  law e n fo r c e m e n t  o f  t h i s  

t i m e  i s  t h e  r e l a t i v e  e a s e  w i t h  w h ic h  t h e  r i g h t  w ing  

g r o u p s  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  m o d ern  w e a p o n r y .  A s s a u l t - t y p e  

r i f l e s  can  be found f o r  s a l e  i n  most  gun s h o p s .  These 

weapons combined w i t h  members who have  p r e v i o u s  m i l i t a r y  

e x p e r i e n c e ,  makes t h e  new r i g h t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d a n g e r o u s .
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T h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  compare t h e  i d e o lo g y  and p o t e n t i a l  

o f  t h e  o l d  r i g h t  wing t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  new ex t re m e  r i g h t  

w in g  t h r o u g h  a s u r v e y  o f  t h e  most p ro m in e n t  o f  modern 

e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t  wing o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  P a r t i c u l a r  em phas is  

w i l l  be  p l a c e d  on changed a t t i t u d e s  toward  law e n f o r c e ­

m en t  a n d  law e n fo r c e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l .  The f i n a l  c h a p t e r  

w i l l  loo k  a t  t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  new r i g h t  wing and 

l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  r e s p o n s e .  A damage a s s e s s m e n t  w i l l  

f o l l o w  w i t h  a c a u t i o u s  p r e d i c t i o n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .

A l t h o u g h  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  an  a c a d e m ic  e n d e a v o r ,  t h e  

a u t h o r ' s o b s e r v a t i o n s  a nd  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a 

S p e c i a l  A g e n t  o f  t h e  FBI g i v e s  t h i s  s u r v e y  a t o t a l l y  

d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e  from many o t h e r  works e x p l o r i n g  t h e  

r i g h t  wing i n  t h e  U.S. The FBI h as  t h e  m ajor  r e s p o n s i ­

b i l i t y  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  v i o l e n t  r i g h t  wing a c t i v i t y  i n  

t h e  U .S .  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  im p a c t  o f  t h e  r i g h t  wing and 

i t s  i n v o lv e m e n t  w i th  law e n fo r c e m e n t  has  a lw ays  b e en  o f  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  FBI.
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CHAPTER I I

OLD RIGHT WING GROUPS 

FBI O b s e r v a t i o n s

As r e c e n t l y  a s  t h e  1970s,  law e n fo r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  

c o n ce rn e d  w i t h  t h e  Ku Klux K l a n ' s  s e v e r a l  b r a n c h e s  found 

a  r a t h e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n -  F o r  e x a m p le ,  t h e  

o f f i c e  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  Bureau o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  (FBI) i n  

H ous ton ,  Texas was w e l l  aware o f  t h e  Ku Klux K lan .  The 

Klan i t s e l f  was t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  " o ld "  Ku Klux Klan;  w h i t e ,  

r e l i g i o u s l y  and p o l i t i c a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and a t t r a c t i v e  

t o  r u r a l  and u n e d u c a te d  Texans .  The Klan t h e n ,  a s  now, 

p u r p o r t e d  t o  be  " p a t r i o t i c , "  a g a i n s t  Communists and su b ­

v e r s i v e s ,  which  o f  c o u r s e  i n c l u d e d  t h e  a n t i - V i e t n a m  war 

g roups  and c i v i l  r i g h t  a c t i v i s t s .

The  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 s  w e r e  p u n c t u a t e d  w i t h  p r o t e s t s  

a g a i n s t  t h e  w a r  i n  V ie tnam . These  p r o t e s t e r s  i n c l u d e d  

t h e  o l d  l e f t  wing Communism g ro u ps  such  a s  t h e  Communist 

P a r t y  USA (CPUSA) and t h e  S o c i a l i s t  Workers  P a r t y  (SWP). 

New l e f t  wing g ro u p s  l i k e  t h e  S t u d e n t s  f o r  a D em ocra t ic  

S o c i e t y  (SDS) a n d  v a r i o u s  l e f t  w in g  s p o n s o r e d  p e a c e  

a c t i o n  c o a l i t i o n s  a n d  a n t i - w a r  m o b i l i z a t i o n  co m m it tee s  

dom ina ted  t h e  " a n t i - w a r "  s c e n e .  Everyone  on t h e  " l e f t "  

wanted  a p i e c e  o f  t h e  " a n t i - w a r "  p i e .  The Klan ,  o f

12
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c o u r s e ,  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  war  and  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  t o  d e f e a t  

Communism i n  t h e  F a r  E a s t .  S u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  American 

e f f o r t  t o  win v i c t o r y  i n  Vietnam became one  o f  t h e  Texas 

K l a n ' s  m ain  p r o g r a m s .  The c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  C i v i l  

R i g h t s  Movement a l s o  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  T e x a s  K la n .  News 

m e d i a  c o v e r a g e  o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  T ex a s  

b r o u g h t  q u ic k  Klan r e a c t i o n .

The Grand Dragon o f  t h e  Texas Klan e v en  d e b a te d  t h e  

l e a d e r  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  W o rk e r ' s  P a r t y  i n  Houston  on th e  

•V ie tnam  War and c i v i l  r i g h t s  i s s u e s .  To a l l  o b s e r v e r s  

t h e  Grand Dragon ended t h e  d e b a t e  a g r e a t  d e a l  "worse f o r  

t h e  w e a r " .  K la n  r h e t o r i c  t y p i c a l l y  i n c l u d e d  v i o l e n t  

e x h o r t a t i o n s ,  b u t  r a r e l y  were t h e s e  words p u t  i n t o  d eed .  

On o c c a s i o n  how ever ,  some o f  t h e  more a c t i v e  Klan members 

w o u ld  a t t e m p t  t o  c a r r y  o u t  an  o p e r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  h a te d  

K la n  t a r g e t s ,  b u t  t h i s  commitment  t o  v i o l e n c e  was t h e  

e x c e p t i o n .

Once,  t h e  FBI a r r e s t e d  a number o f  Klansmen headed 

f o r  C a l i f o r n i a  t o  bomb t h e  t r a n s m i t t e r  o f  KPFA, Radio 

P a c i f i c a ,  an Underground L e f t  Wing r a d i o  s t a t i o n .  These 

K la n  members had  p l a s t i c  e x p l o s i v e s ,  p r i m e r s  and o t h e r  

means n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  "h ippy-Comm unis t"  r a d i o  

t r a n s m i t t e r .  Then,  a s  now sm a l l  numbers o f  d e d i c a t e d ,  

w e l l  eq u ip p e d  R ig h t  wing e x t r e m i s t s  were c a p a b l e  o f  v e ry  

v i o l e n t  a c t s .  However,  most  o f  t h e  K l a n ' s  weapons were 

t h e n  n o n - m i l i t a r y  i n  n a t u r e  and p u r c h a s e d  f o r  " h u n t i n g " .
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High powered r i f l e s  o f  t h e  30-06 and 30-30 v a r i e t y  were 

i n  a b u n d a n c e .  N e a r ly  e v e r y  Klansmen had a s h o tg u n  and 

many had l e g a l l y  p u rc h a s e d  h a n d g u n s ,  m o s t ly  .38 and .357 

magnum c a l i b e r .  Texas h a s  v e r y  l i b e r a l  laws r e g a r d i n g  

handguns and most Klansmen were armed.

FBI Agents  o b se rv e d  R o b e r t  S h e l t o n ,  Grand Dragon o f  

t h e  Ku Klux Klan from T u s c a l o o s a ,  Alabama g i v i n g  a sp e ec h  

n e a r  Beaumont,  Texas i n  t h e  summer o f  1971 and e x h o r t i n g  

t h e  g a t h e r e d  Klansmen t o  " lo o k  a round  you and see  t h e  FBI 

c a r s  w a tc h in g  p a t r i o t s  and a l l o w i n g  t h e  Communists t o  run  

f r e e . "  The f i g h t  a g a i n s t  Communism was one Klan c a u s e  

t h a t  d i d  t e n d  t o  a t t r a c t  law o f f i c e r s .  In d ee d ,  t h e  Texas 

K la n  was v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  law e n f o r c e m e n t  s u p p o r t ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  among t h e  more r u r a l  c o u n ty  s h e r i f f  d e p a r t ­

m e n t s .  The FBI was aware t h a t  among members o f  t h e  Ku 

Klux  K la n  a number o f  s u p p o r t e r s  cou ld  be found  i n  t h e  

Texas law e n fo rc e m e n t  community.  I t  must be n o t e d  t h a t  

t h e  number o f  law e n fo rc e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  in v o lv e d  w i t h  Klan 

a c t i v i t i e s  was r e l a t i v e l y  sm a l l  b u t  i t  d id  g i v e  l e g i t i ­

macy t o  t h e  Klan and c au sed  a number o f  Texas c i t i z e n s  t o  

g i v e  t h e  Klan s u p p o r t .  A l a r g e r  number o f  law e n f o r c e ­

ment o f f i c e r s  were n o t  i n v o lv e d  w i t h  Klan a c t i v i t i e s  b u t  

had some sympathy f o r  t h e  K lan .

An o b s e r v e r  o f  t h e  K l a n ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  N or th  

w o u ld  h a v e  found a s i t u a t i o n  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  T ex a s .  

For e x a m p l e , . t h e  Michigan  Klan b a s i c a l l y  f i t  t h e  mold o f
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t h e  T e x a s  K lan ,  m a in ly  r u r a l ,  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  p r o t e s t a n t  

and  p o l i t i c a l l y  v e r y  c o n s e r v a t i v e .  The r h e t o r i c  f o r  

" p a t r i o t i s m " ,  " w h i t e  A m e r i c a n i s m "  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  

c o n s e r v a t i o n  was s i m i l a r  and o c c a s i o n a l  v i o l e n c e  marked 

t y p i c a l  Klan a c t i v i t y .  In  T ex a s ,  t h e  Klan t r i e d  t o  bomb 

an  u n d e r g r o u n d  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  b u t  i n  M ich ig an ,  t h e  Klan 

bombed em p ty  s c h o o l  b u s e s  i n  P o n t i a c ,  M i c h i g a n  i n  a 

p r o t e s t  o f  F e d e r a l  c i v i l  r i g h t s  " b u s i n g "  c a s e s .  In  

f u t u r e  c h a p t e r s  i t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  K la n  i n  

M i c h i g a n ,  t y p i c a l  o f  i t s  o v e r a l l  m e t a m o r p h o s i s ,  h a s  

e v o lv e d  i n t o  a New R ig h t  Wing e x t r e m i s t  t h r e a t .

H i s t o r i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e

Ku Klux Klan

The C i v i l  War e r a  m arked  t h e  b e g in n i n g  o f  t h e  Ku 

Klux Klan i n  American .  In  t h e  b e g in n i n g  t h e  Klan was a 

c l u b  o f  s o r t s ,  made up o f  young S o u th e rn  men, e a g e r  t o  

f o r g e t  t h e  l o s t  C i v i l  War and w i s h in g  t o  be p a r t  o f  a 

m y s t i c a l  s e c r e t  s o c i e t y .  The e a r l y  Klan u t i l i z e d  t h e  

G re e k  word f o r  a s m a l l  c i r c l e  " K y k l o s "  w h ic h  becam e 

c o r r u p t e d  i n t o  "Kuklun" K lan .  I t s  members had a f o n d n e s s  

f o r  f r i g h t e n i n g  s o u n d in g ,  t e r r o r  i n s p i r i n g  names such  a s  

P r e s i d e n t - G r a n d  C y c l o p s ,  V ic e  P r e s i d e n t - G r a n d  J a g i ,  

S e c r e t a r y - G r a n d  S c r i b e ,  G r e e t e r - G r a n d  T urk ,  M e ssen g e rs -  

K n igh t  Hawks, G u a r d s - L i c t o r s , Members-Ghouls (Whitehead ,

1 9 7 0 ) .  Klan s t r e n g t h  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow i n  t h e  South  and
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c u l m i n a t e d  i n  r e a c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  c a r p e t ­

b a g g e r s  and newly  f r e e d  S o u th e rn  b l a c k s .  But  t h e  se co nd  

Klan became t h e  more s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n  i n  t h e  U.S.

Around t h e  y e a r  1915, i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  G e o r g ia ,  t h e  

s e c o n d  K la n  beg an  t o  a s s e r t  i t s e l f .  Q u ic k ly  t h e  i s s u e  

became n o t  j u s t  w h i t e  supremacy b u t  moral  i s s u e s  as  w e l l .  

S t u d i e s  done i n  T ex as ,  Oklahoma, A rk an sas  and L o u i s i a n a  

by A le x an d e r  (1965) showed "a s t r i k i n g l y  sm a l l  amount o f  

h o s t i l i t y  t o w a r d  N e g r o e s "  e x i s t e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  He 

c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  s o u th w e s t  m o r a l i t y  c o n c e rn s  were  

d o m i n a n t .  The K la n  a t t a c k  on i m m o r a l i t y  c e n t e r e d  on 

p u n i s h i n g  d r u n k s ,  a d u l t e r e r s  and o t h e r  v i o l a t o r s  o f  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  m oral  c o d e .

The K la n  h a d  so  much s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  1920s t h a t ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  L i p s i t  and  Raab ( 1 9 7 8 ) ,  i t  c o u l d  c l a i m  

3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o  6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  m em bers .  T h i s  m em b ersh ip  was 

r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a d u l t ,  n a t i v e  b o r n ,  p r o t e s t a n t  m a le s .  T h is  

n u m b e r  e q u a l e d  15 t o  20 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  m a le  

p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  a b o u t  25 t o  30 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  

p r o t e s t a n t  p o p u l a t i o n .

W hitehead  (1 9 7 0 ) ,  s p e a k in g  a b o u t  t h e  K n igh ts  o f  t h e  

Ku K l u x  K la n  i n  h i s  book  A t t a c k  on T e r r o r ;  The FBI 

A g a i n s t  The Ku Klux Klan i n  M i s s i s s i p p i , t e l l s  us  t h a t  

t h e  K n i g h t s  c o u l d  c l a i m  f o u r  t o  p o s s i b l e  f i v e  m i l l i o n  

members i n  t h e  m id -1920s .  He l i s t s  t h e  Klan a s  h a v in g  

u n i t s  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  s t a t e  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  s t r e n g t h  i n
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Maine,  I n d i a n a ,  Oregon,  Texas and Oklahoma. L i p s i t  and 

Raab (1978) i n  t h e i r  s t u d y ,  s t a t e  t h a t  r e c e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  

a n a l y s i s  shows t h a t  d u r i n g  i t s  h e i g h t  i n  t h e  1920s ,  t h e  

Klan drew most  o f  i t s  s t r e n g t h  and b a c k in g  i n  t h e  s t a t e s  

o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y ,  t h e  

P a c i f i c  C o a s t  a n d  t h e  M i d w e s t . ' S o c i o l o g i s t  G u n n a r  

M y r d a l ' s  s t u d i e s  em phas ized  t h a t  t h e  Klan i n  many c a s e s ,  

t h r i v e d  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .  Klan s t r e n g t h  was 

found i n  g row ing  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  S o u th :  A t l a n t a ,  Memphis,

K n o x v i l l e ,  C h a t t a n o o g a ,  N a s h v i l l e ,  Richmond, Birmingham 

and M obi le .

L i p s i t  and Raab (1978) p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  Klan s t r e n g t h  

was  s e e n  i n  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  w i t h  K l a n  c a n d i d a t e  

v i c t o r i e s  i n  L i t t l e  Rock, Oklahoma C i t y ,  T u l s a ,  D a l l a s ,  

F t .  Worth, H o u s to n ,  B o s to n ,  El P a s o ,  Beaumont,  S h r e v e p o r t  

and even i n  s t r o n g l y  C a t h o l i c  New O r l e a n s .

O u t s id e  t h e  S o u th ,  t h e  Klan won e l e c t i o n s  i n  Akron,  

Ohio where i t  c la im e d  50,000 members and o t h e r  e l e c t i o n s  

i n  t h e  D a y t o n - S p r i n g f i e l d  a r e a  a s  w e l l  a s  Youngstown and 

M a r i e t t a .  I n  1 9 2 3 ,  t h e  Klan won e l e c t i o n s  i n  T o le d o ,  

A k r o n ,  C o l u m b u s ,  Y o u n g s to w n  a nd  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  Ohio  

c i t i e s .  I n  I n d i a n a ,  t h e  K l a n ' s  s t r e n g t h  was i n  l a r g e r  

c i t i e s  and  f o r  a t im e  t h e  Klan d o m in a ted  I n d i a n a p o l i s .  

I n  W i s c o n s i n ,  Klan s t r e n g t h  c o u ld  be s e e n  i n  Milwaukee 

and Madison and t h e  Klan won e l e c t i o n s  i n  Kenosha, Rac ine  

and o t h e r  W is c o n s in  c i t i e s .  M ich igan  Klan s t r e n g t h  was
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i n  D e t r o i t  a n d  F l i n t  w h e re  t h e  Klan c a n d i d a t e  won t h e  

Mayor r a c e .

The midwest  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  Klan c o u ld  be  found in  

D u b u q u e ,  I o w a ;  G r a n d  F o r k s ,  N o r t h  D a k o t a ;  W i c h i t a ,  

E m p o r ia  and  K a n s a s  C i t y ,  Kansas;  and Denver ,  C o lo ra d o .  

I n  C h i c a g o ,  t h e  K l a n  h a d  18 c h a p t e r s  a n d  i n  1922 

i n i t i a t i o n  r a l l i e s  drew t e n s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  o b s e r v e r s .  

In  Oregon,  t h e  Klan was p o w e rfu l  enough t o  do m in a te  s t a t e  

p o l i t i c s  f o r  a b r i e f  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g  

s u p p o r t  i n  P o r t l a n d ,  Euguene and Salem.

I n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h e  K lan  was p a r t i c u l a r y  s t r o n g  

a r o u n d  Los A n g e l e s  and  l a r g e  K l a v e r n s  w e r e  f o u n d  i n  

S e a t t l e ,  Spokane ,  W alla  W alla  and Tacoma, W ash ing ton .

The Klan was weaker  i n  t h e  New England  s t a t e s  and on 

t h e  E a s t  C o a s t  o f  t h e  U n i ted  S t a t e s  b u t  s t i l l  had s t r o n g  

s u p p o r t  i n  u rb an  a r e a s .  The Klan c la im e d  2 60,000 members 

i n  P e n n s y l v a n ia  i n  1924 which were c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  c o a l  

and s t e e l  tow ns .  S t r o n g  Klan membership was e v i d e n t  i n  

P i t t s b u r g h ,  H o m e s t e a d ,  J o h n s t o w n  a n d  A l t o o n a .  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  h ad  35 ,0 0 0  m em bers .  The K la n  was m o s t  

p o w e r f u l  i n  M a i n e ' s  l a r g e s t  c i t y ,  P o r t l a n d .  In  New 

J e r s e y ,  K la n  s t r e n g t h  was c e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  u r b a n  and 

i n d u s t r i a l  b e l t  which g i r d l e d  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  

New York Klan power was found  i n  su bu rban  Long I s l a n d ,  

B i n g h a m t o n ,  B u f f a l o  a n d  o t h e r  u p s t a t e  c i t i e s .  In  

g e n e r a l ,  most  o b s e r v e r s ,  b o th  j o u r n a l i s t s  and h i s t o r i a n s
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b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  Klan was a t  l e a s t  a s  much u rb an  as  a 

sm a l l  town movement d u r i n g  t h e  second  a sce n d e n c y  ( L i p s i t  

& Raab, 1 9 7 8 ) .

D e s p i t e  i t s  n u m e r i c a l  s t r e n g t h ,  t h e  K l a n ' s  i n f l u e n c e  

began t o  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  l a t e  1920s and p l a y e d  an i n s i g n ­

i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s ,  b u t  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c a l l i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  Ku Klux  K lan  

c o n t i n u e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  day .  At t h e  end o f  t h e  1960s,  

Klan s t r e n g t h  was e s t i m a t e d  as a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 0 ,0 0 0 .

K lan  s t r e n g t h  c o n t i n u e s  i n  t h e  Sou th  and f o l lo w in g  

t h e  U .S .  Suprem e C o u r t  d e s e g r e g a t i o n  d e c i s i o n  i n  1954, 

t h e  K l a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  a m a jo r  r e v i v a l  and  u n d e r t o o k  

c a m p a i g n s  o f  v i o l e n c e  a nd  t e r r o r  i n  many s o u t h e r n  

com m uni t ies  ( L i p s i t  & Raab,  1978) .

O the r  o b s e r v e r s  have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  KKK en joyed  

renewed p o p u l a r i t y  i n  t h e  South due t o  t h e  C i v i l  R ig h ts  

Movement i n  t h e  19 5 0s .  Klan r e b i r t h  became e v i d e n t  i n  

M i s s i s s i p p i  (W h i tehead ,  197 0 ) .  On A p r i l  4 ,  1963, c r o s s e s  

w e re  b u r n e d  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  h e r a l d i n g  t h e  

v i o l e n c e  and murder  t o  come. No l o c a l  law e n fo rc e m e n t  

o f f i c e r  o b se rv e d  any Klan a c t i v i t y  and a s  w i l l  be l a t e r  

shown, l o c a l  s h e r i f f  d e p u t i e s  and t h e  s h e r i f f s  t h e m s e lv e s  

were in v o lv e d  w i th  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  K lan .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  FBI e f f o r t s  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  managed t o  

s t a b i l i z e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and t h e  "Old Klan"  a p p e a re d  to  

b e g in  t o  f i n a l l y  end i t s  e x i s t e n c e  (W hi tehead ,  197 0 ) .
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E a r l i e r  i t  was n o t e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  s o l i c i t u d e  shown by 

t h e  Ku Klux Klan f o r  t h e  p o l i c e ,_ F e d e r a l  Agents  were a 

p a r t i a l  e x c e p t i o n .  I t  was t h e  FBI o f  a l l  p o l i c e  a g e n c ie s  

t h a t  t h e  K lan  m o s t  r e s e n t e d .  The FBI was a lw ays  " t h e  

enemy."  During t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  u p h e a v a l  o f  t h e  1950s ,  

T u l l e y  (1965) s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  Klan c a l l e d  t h e  FBI t h e  

" F e d e r a l  B u r e a u  o f  I n t e g r a t i o n "  a n d  i n  N o t a s u l g a ,  

A la b a m a ,  a p o s t e r  o f  t h e  town h a l l  s i g n e d  by t h e  town 

c l e r k  i n d i c a t e d ,  " R e p o r t e r s ,  p h o t o g r a p h e r s  and employees 

o f  t h e  J u s t i c e  D e par tm en t  o r  members o f  t h e  FBI a r e  n o t  

n e e d e d  a n d  a r e  n o t  w e l c o m e  i n  t h i s  b u i l d i n g . "  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  L o w c h e s  C o u n t y ,  

M i s s i s s i p p i  b o u g h t  s p a c e  i n  a l o c a l  new spaper  t o  c o u n s e l  

c i t i z e n s  a g a i n s t  c o o p e r a t i n g  w i th  t h e  FBI o r  i t s  A g en ts .  

T h i s  r e a c t i o n  i s  n o t  a g a i n s t  t h e  B u r e a u  a s  a p o l i c e  

a g e n c y ,  b u t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  K l a n ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  n a t i o n a l  

c i v i l  r i g h t s  p o l i c i e s .

L a t e r  we w i l l  c l e a r l y  s e e  t h a t  t h e  Klan was v e r y  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s u p p o r t  f ro m  l o c a l  and s t a t e  p o l i c e  and 

even  a t t e m p t e d  t o  c o u r t  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  a s  members.

O th e r  P e r t i n e n t  Groups

The B lack  Leg ion

The Black  L eg ion  was formed i n  t h e  1920s by fo rm er  

K l a n s m e n  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  c i t i e s  i n  I n d i a n a ,  Ohio  and
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M i c h i g a n .  The  B l a c k  L e g i o n  m o d e le d  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s

c l o s e l y  w i th  t h e  Klan b u t  dyed i t s  r o b e s  b l a c k .  L i p s i t

and Raab (1978) s t a t e  t h a t  members to o k  an o a th  t o  keep

" t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  t h e  O r d e r  t o  s u p p o r t  God, t h e  U .S .

C o n s t i t u t i o n  and t h e  B lack  L eg ion  i n  i t s  h o ly  war a g a i n s t

C a t h o l i c s ,  J e w s ,  C o m m u n i s t s ,  N e g r o e s  and  A l i e n s "  (p.

1 5 7 ) .  The Leg ion  r e t a i n e d  an e v a n g e l i s t i c ,  m o r a l i s t i c

f l a v o r  and  d i d  i m i t a t e  t h e  N az i  and F a s c i s t  P a r t i e s  t o

some e x t e n t  b e in g  o r g a n i z e d  a lo n g  h i e r a r c h i c a l ,  m i l i t a r y

and a u t h o r i t a r i a n  l i n e s .  The L eg ion  used  m i l i t a r y  t i t l e s

r a t h e r  t h a n  f r a t e r n a l  t i t l e s  a s  used  by t h e  K lan .  The

Black  Leg ion  t a u g h t  i t s  members t o  use  r i f l e s  and g u n s .

M o r r i s  (1936)  i n  h i s  s t u d y  o f  t h e  B l a c k  L e g i o n

d e s c r i b e s  i t s  members a s  " N i g h t - R i d e r s "  w e a r in g  b l a c k

ro b e s  and hoods w i th  a s k u l l  and c ro s s b o n e s  on t h e  hood.

M o r r i s  (1936) s t a t e s  t h e  L e g i o n ' s  Credo:

T h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was f o u n d e d  on S o u t h e r n  
c h i v a l r y  and i s  o b l i g a t e d  t o  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  
o f  t h e  w h i t e  r a c e .  The n a t i v e  b o r n  w h i t e  
p e o p l e  o f  A m e r ic a  a r e  menaced on e v e r y  s i d e ,  
f r o m  a b o v e  a n d  b e l o w .  I f  A m e r i c a  i s  t h e  
m e l t i n g  p o t ,  t h e  w h i t e  p e o p le  a r e  n e i t h e r  t h e  
a r i s t o c r a t i c  scum on t o p  n o r  t h e  d r e g s  o f  
s o c i e t y  on t h e  b o t t o m  w h ic h  i s  co m p o sed  o f  
a n a r c h i s t s  and  C o m m u n is ts  and  a l l  c u l t s  and 
c r e e d s  b e l i e v i n g  i n  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y .  We r e g a r d  
a s  e n e m i e s  o f  o u r s e l v e s  and  o u r  c o u n t r y  a l l  
a l i e n s ,  N e g ro e s ,  Jews and t h e  c u l t s  and c r e e d s  
b e l i e v i n g  i n  r a c i a l  e q u a l i t y  a n d  o w i n g  
a l l e g i a n c e  t o  any f o r e i g n  p o t e n t a t e s ,  (p .  6)

T he  B l a c k  L e g i o n  s t a r t e d  i n  1932 when a s p l i t

o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  Ku K lux  K lan  i n  M i c h i g a n ,  O h io  and
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I n d i a n a .  A m i l i t a r y  s t r u c t u r e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  

B lack  L e g i o n ,  u n l i k e  t h e  Klan o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  o l d  

Klan p rogram  o f  r a c e  h a t r e d  and r e l i g i o u s  i n t o l e r a n c e  was 

r e t a i n e d .  The B l a c k  L e g i o n  p l a c e d  a new em phas is  on 

a n t i - l a b o r  and an t i -C om m u n is t  a c t i v i t i e s  (M o rr i s ,  1 9 3 6 ) .  

R e g a r d i n g  t h e  B l a c k  L e g i o n  P r o g r a m ,  L i p s i t  an d  Raab  

(1978) s t a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no e v id e n c e  t o  show t h a t  t h e  

Legion  had p l a n s  f o r  o v e r t h r o w i n g  t h e  Government o r  any  

p r o g r a m  o f  m a j o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c h a n g e ;  i t  s o u g h t  t o  

m a i n t a i n  i t s  v e r s i o n  o f  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 

m o r a l i t y .  N a t i o n a l  Commander V i r g i l  E f f i n g e r  d e s c r i b e d  

i t  a s  "a g u e r r i l l a  army d e s i g n e d  t o  f i g h t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  

and D e m o c ra t i c  P a r t i e s . "

Membership e s t i m a t e s ,  and t h e y  a r e  rough e s t i m a t e s ,  

r a n g e  f r o m  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e r  f i g u r e  b e i n g  based  on t h e  

L e g i o n ' s  c l a i m ,  3 0 ,3 0 0 0  t o  1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  M o r r i s  (1936) 

b e l i e v e s  membership  f i g u r e s  were c l o s e r  t o  30 ,0 0 0 .

The B lac k  Legion  was c a p a b l e  o f  v i o l e n c e  and t h e r e  

a r e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  v i o l e n t  a c t i v i t y  comm itted  t o  f l o g g i n g s ,  

a r s o n  a n d  m u r d e r ;  a l l  members were  r e q u i r e d  t o  p o s s e s s  

weapons.  W hile  numerous m urd e rs  were  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  

B l a c k  L e g i o n ,  t h e  number  o f  c o n n e c t i o n s  was m o d e s t .  

L i p s i t  a n d  Raab  (1978)  r e p o r t  t h a t  a number o f  L eg io n  

members w e r e  c o n v i c t e d  o f  two m u r d e r s ,  one  o f  a WPA 

w o r k e r ,  C h a r l e s  P o o l e  who w a s  a C a t h o l i c  a n d  was 

s u p p o s e d ly  p u n i s h e d  f o r  b e a t i n g  h i s  p r e g n a n t  w i fe  and t h e
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o t h e r  was a N e g ro  hod  c a r r i e r ,  S i l a s  Coleman, who was 

s h o t .  A ccord ing  t o  L i p s i t  and Raab (1978) , a number o f  

o t h e r  murders  were  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  B lack  L e g io n .

The  p r o g r a m  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  B l a c k  L e g i o n  

c e n t e r e d  a b o u t  a common p r e s e r v a t i s t  c o r e ,  a  f e e d i n g  on 

A m e r i c a n  n a t i v i s t  f e e l i n g s  h a r d  p r e s s e d  by i n d u s t r i a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  and i n t e r n a l  m i g r a t i o n s .  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  

L e g i o n  was a n t i - l a b o r  u n i o n  i n  i t s  o u t l o o k ,  c l a i m i n g  

u n i o n s  were o f  a l i e n  n a t u r e .  Most o f  t h e  B lack  Legion  

membership in  M ich igan  was made up o f  u n s k i l l e d  and semi­

s k i l l e d  w orke rs  who m i g r a t e d  t o  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s  from 

t h e  h i l l  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  S o u th .  T h is  was t h e  c l a s s i c  

c a s e  o f  t h e  d i s p l a c e d ,  s t a t u s  s t r i p p e d  sm a l l  town m ig r a n t  

newly e n c o u n t e r i n g  a  m a tu re  u r b a n i z e d  and i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  

Am erica .  The p r e d i c t a b l e  b a c k - l a s h  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  i n  

n a t i v i s t  b i g o t r y  ( L i p s i t  & Raab,  1978) .

The American P r o t e c t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n  (APA)

A nother  r i g h t  wing group  o f  some c o n seq u e n ce  i n  t h e  

l a t e  1800s was t h e  Am erican  P r o t e c t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n  (APA). 

K i n z e r  ( 1 9 6 4 )  s t a t e s  t h a t  i m m i g r a t i o n  and  s u f f r a g e  

r e s t r i c t i o n  composed t h e  n a t i v i s t  p rogram o f  t h e  1880s 

and t h a t  t h e s e  s e n t i m e n t s  r e l a t e d  t o  a n t i - C a t h o l i c i s m  i n  

t h a t  many o f  th e  im m ig ra n t s  coming i n t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

were C a t h o l i c s .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



A n t i - C a t h o l i c  f e e l i n g  c u lm i n a t e d  on March 1 3 th ,  1887 

i n  C l i n t o n ,  Iowa were t h e  American P r o t e c t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n  

w as  f o u n d e d .  D esm ond  ( 1 9 6 9 )  i n  T h e  APA M o v em en t  

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  A t t o r n e y  Henry F. Bowers was t h e  f o u n d e r  

o f  t h e  APA and  t h a t  t h e  movement was a n t i - C a t h o l i c  i n  

n a t u r e .  The f i r s t  c o u n c i l  o f  t h e  APA met a l s o  on March 

1 3 th ,  1887 i n  C l i n t o n ,  Iowa.

A s s o c i a t i o n  m em b ers ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  

w as  b e i n g  e n g u l f e d  w e re  a t t r a c t e d  t o  c o n s p i r a t o r i a l  

t h e o r i e s  and c o n v in c e d  th e m s e lv e s  t h a t  t h e y  were p r o t e c t ­

in g  t h e  sys tem  ( L i p s i t  & Raab, 1978) . The p o p u l a r i t y  o f  

t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  p r o g r a m  e s p e c i a l l y  was due  t o  envy 

c a u s e d  by  t h e  g r o w i n g  s o c i a l  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r e n g t h  o f  

C a t h o l i c  A m e r i c a n s ,  a s t r e n g t h  t h e y  m a g n i f i e d  o u t  o f  

p r o p o r t i o n  and which  th e y  saw a s  b e i n g  f a c i l i t a t e d  by t h e  

i n s i d i o u s  power o f  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  C hurch .

The h a t r e d  o f  C a t h o l i c i s m ,  N a t iv i s m  and t r a d i t i o n a l  

P r o t e s t a n t  b i g o t r y  t e n d e d  t o  overshadow  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  

c o n c e r n  w i t h  p o l i c y  p o s i t i o n s .  A g o od  s e n s e  o f  t h e  

b i t t e r n e s s  f e e d i n g  t h i s  movement i s  t h e  f o u r t h  p r o v i s i o n  

o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  O a th .  The Oath s t a t e s :

I do m o s t  s o l e m n l y  p r o m i s e  a nd  swear  t h a t  I 
w i l l  a l w a y s ,  t o  t h e  u t m o s t  o f  my a b i l i t y ,  
l a b o r ,  p l e a d  and  wage a c o n t i n u o u s  w a r f a r e  
a g a i n s t  i g n o r a n c e  and f a n a t i c i s m ;  t h a t  I w i l l  
u se  my u tm o s t  power t o  s t r i k e  t h e  s h a c k l e s  and 
c h a i n s  o f  b l i n k  o b e d ie n c e  t o  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  
Church from t h e  hampered and bound c o n s c i e n c e s  
o f  a p r i e s t - r i d d e n  and c h u rc h  o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e ,  
t h a t  I w i l l  n e v e r  a l l o w  anyo n e ,  a member o f  t h e
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Roman C a t h o l i c  C h u rc h ,  t o  become a member o f  
t h i s  o r d e r ,  I knowing him t o  be su c h ;  t h a t  I 
w i l l  u se  my i n f l u e n c e  t o  promote  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  a l l  P r o t e s t a n t s  anywhere i n  t h e  w o r ld  t h a t  I 
may b e ;  t h a t  I w i l l  n o t  employ a Roman C a t h o l i c  
i n  any c a p a c i t y  i f  I can s e c u r e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  
a P r o t e s t a n t .

I f u r t h e r m o r e  p r o m i s e  and  s w e a r  t h a t  I 
w i l l  n o t  a i d  i n  b u i l d i n g  o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  by my 
r e s o u r c e s ,  any  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church o r  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c r e e d  w h a t s o e v e r ,  b u t  w i l l  do 
a l l  i n  my pow er  t o  r e t a r d  and b r e a k  down t h e  
p o w e r  o f  t h e  P o p e ,  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  o r  any  
o t h e r ;  t h a t  I w i l l  n o t  e n t e r  i n t o  any c o n t r o ­
v e r s y  w i t h  a Roman C a t h o l i c  upon t h e  s u b j e c t  of  
t h i s  o r d e r ,  n o r  w i l l  I e n t e r  any a g re e m e n t  w i th  
a Roman C a t h o l i c  t o  s t r i k e  o r  c r e a t e  a d i s t u r ­
b a n c e  w h e r e b y  t h e  C a t h o l i c  e m p l o y e e s  may 
u n d e r m i n e  and s u b s t i t u t e  t h e i r  P r o t e s t a n t  c o ­
w o r k e r s ,  t h a t  i n  a l l  g r i e v a n c e s  I w i l l  seek  
o n l y  P r o t e s t a n t s  and co u n se l  w i th  them t o  t h e  
e x c l u s i o n  o f  a l l  Roman C a t h o l i c s ;  and w i l l  n o t  
m ake  know n t o  them a n y t h i n g  o f  a n y  n a t u r e  
matured  a t  su c h  c o n f e r e n c e s .

I f u r t h e r m o r e  p r o m i s e  and  s w e a r  t h a t  I 
w i l l  n o t  c o u n t e n a n c e s  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  a t  any 
c a u c u s  o r  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  a Roman C a t h o l i c  f o r  
any o f f i c e  i n  t h e  g i f t  o f  th e  American p e o p l e ,  
and t h a t  I w i l l  n o t  v o t e  f o r ,  o r  c o u n s e l  o t h e r s  
t o  v o t e  f o r ,  any  Roman C a t h o l i c ;  b u t  w i l l  v o t e  
o n ly  f o r  a P r o t e s t a n t  so f a r  a s  may l i e  i n  my 
power.  Shou ld  t h e r e  be two Roman C a t h o l i c s  on 
o p p o s i t e  t i c k e t s ,  I w i l l  e r a s e  t h e  name o f f  t h e  
t i c k e t  I v o t e ;  t h a t  I w i l l ,  a t  a l l  t i m e s  
e n d e a v o r  t o  p l a c e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  o f  
t h i s  Government i n  t h e  hands o f  P r o t e s t a n t s ,  t o  
t h e  e n t i r e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  
Church ,  o f  t h e  members t h e r e o f ,  and t h e  mandate  
o f  t h e  P o p e .  To a l l  o f  w h i c h  I d o  m o s t  
s o l e m n l y  p r o m i s e  and  s w e a r ,  so  h e l p  me God.
Amen, Amen, Amen. (pp. 36-38)

A nother  form o f  t h e  American P r o t e c t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n

Oath i s  c i t e d  by K i n z e r  (1964) ;  h e r e  i s  t h e  f i n a l  vow:

I h e re b y  denounce  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  C hu rch ,  I 
h e r e b y  d e n o u n c e  t h e  Pope,  s i t t i n g  a t  Rome o r  
e l s e w h e r e ;  I d e n o u n c e  h i s  p r i e s t s  a n d
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e m i s s a r i e s ,  and  t h e  d i a b o l i c a l  work  o f  t h e  
Roman C a t h o l i c  C hurch ,  and h e re b y  p l e d g e  m y se l f  
t o  t h e  c a u se  o f  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  t o  t h e  end t h a t  
t h e r e  may be no i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i th  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  
o f  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  and I so le m n ly  
b in d  m y se l f  t o  p r o t e c t  a t  a l l  t i m e s ,  and w i th  
a l l  t h e  means i n  my power,  t h e  good name o f  t h e  
O r d e r  and  i t s  members, so h e lp  me God. Amen.
(p .  4 9 ) .

A ccord ing  t o  L i p s i t  and Raab (1978) t h e  APA c la im ed  

2 , 5 0 0  ,0 0 0  members i n  t h e  m i d - 1 8 8 0 s .  L i k e  t h e  Know- 

N o th in g s  b e f o r e  and t h e  Ku Klux Klan a f t e r w a r d s ,  t h e  APA 

was a s e c r e t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w h ic h  engaged  i n  e l a b o r a t e  

r i t u a l s  and fa n c y  co s tum es  in  i t s  p r i v a t e  m e e t i n g s .  The 

APA " i s s u e "  was t o  d e fe n d  " t r u e  Americanism" a g a i n s t  t h e  

s u b j e c t s  o f  an un-Am erican  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  by 

f i g h t i n g  f o r  f r e e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  im m ig r a t io n  r e s t r i c t i o n  

and f o r  s l o w e r ,  more r i g i d  n a t u r a l i z a t i o n .  I t  i s  i n t e r ­

e s t i n g  t o  n o te  t h a t  membership i n  t h e  APA was n o t  l i m i t e d  

t o  by p l a c e  o f  b i r t h  o r  r a c e ,  and t h e  APA d i d  n o t  e x c lu d e  

im m ig ra n t s  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  (K in z e r ,  19 6 4 ) .

I n  p o l i t i c a l  m a t t e r s ,  t h e  APA had  a s i g n i f i c a n t  

i n f l u e n c e  in  t h e  e a r l y  and m idd le  1890s ,  s e e k i n g  t o  g a in  

c o n t r o l  o f  l o c a l  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e s  and p a r t i e s .  In  1895, 

APA membership was e s t i m a t e d  t o  be a round  2 , 4 4 8 , 5 4 0 ,  b u t  

t h e  m e m b e r s h ip  was so  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  e x c l u d e  i t  from 

c o n t e s t i n g  a l l  b u t  l o c a l  e l e c t i o n s .  T ab le  1 g i v e s  us t h e  

APA t o t a l  f o r  a l l  s t a t e s  d u r i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1894.
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Table 1
Membership o f  t h e  American P r o t e c t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n

S t a t e  Membership T o t a l  S t a t e  P o p u l a t i o n

Maine 6 ,500  722,000
New Hampshire  3 ,800  385,000
Vermont 4 ,750  337,000
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  100,000 2 ,4 7 2 ,7 4 9
Rhode I s l a n d  2 ,700  375,000
C o n n e c t i c u t  3 ,800  790,000

New York 150,000 6 ,6 9 0 ,8 4 2
New J e r s e y  78 ,000  1 ,6 8 9 ,4 0 0
P e n n s y l v a n i a  165,000 5 ,7 4 5 ,5 7 4
Delaware  2 ,500  179,700
Maryland 18 ,000 1 ,1 2 2 ,8 9 0
West V i r g i n i a  7 ,500  857,325

Ohio 163,500 3 ,8 2 5 ,0 0 0
I n d i a n a  75 ,850 2 ,4 0 6 ,5 0 4
M ichigan  125,000 2 ,2 4 1 ,5 0 0
Kentucky 85 ,000 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0
I l l i n o i s  125,000 4 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0
M i s s o u r i  138,000 3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0

W iscon s in  176,850 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0
M inneso ta  12 ,500  1 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0
N o r th  Dakota  4 ,325  200,000
South  Dakota  3 ,000  390,000
Montana 18 ,000 185,000
Idaho  7 ,500  125,000

Iowa 76 ,000 2 ,0 1 0 ,0 0 0
N ebraska  84 ,500 1 ,2 5 0 ,0 0 0
Wyoming 19 ,000 80,000
Kansas 65,325 1 ,4 5 0 ,0 0 0
C o lo rad o  100,000 425,000
Utah 20 ,500  252,834
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Table 1— Continued

S t a t e  Membership T o ta l  S t a t e  P o p u l a t i o n

V i r g i n i a 5 ,600 1 ,7 5 0 ,0 0 0
N or th  C a r o l i n a 3 ,500 1 ,7 0 0 ,0 0 0
South  C a r o l i n a 3 ,675 1 ,2 7 0 ,0 0 0
Tennessee 85,000 1 ,8 0 0 ,0 0 0
G e o rg ia 6,500 1 ,9 5 6 ,0 0 0
F l o r i d a 1 ,350 4 25 ,000

Alabama 3,785 1 ,6 0 0 ,0 0 0
M i s s i s s i p p i 2 ,500 1 ,3 5 2 ,8 0 0
L o u i s i a n a 15,800 1 ,2 0 0 ,0 0 0
A rkansas 25,650 1 ,8 0 0 ,0 0 0
Oklahoma 3,250 250 ,000
Texas 65,000 2 ,6 5 0 ,0 0 0
New Mexico 2,500 190 ,000

A laska 2,545 32 ,000
Washington 115,000 395 ,589
Oregon 84,000 350 ,000
C a l i f o r n i a 175,650 1 ,3 5 0 ,0 0 0
Nevada 8,450 44 ,000
A r izo n a 3,850 68 ,000

D i s t r i c t  of  Columbia

U n i ted  S t a t e s  T o t a l  2, 448,540

Europe T o ta l 7 ,850

WORLD TOTAL 2, 456,390

S o u rc e :  K i n z e r ,  D .L . (1 9 6 4 ) . An e p i s o d e  i n  a n t i -
C a t h o l i c i s m , T h e A m e r i c a n  P r o t e c t i v e
A s s o c i a t i o n (PP • 1 7 8 - 1 7 9 )  . S e a t t l e :
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W ashington P r e s s .
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APA i n f l u e n c e  can  be s e en  by l o o k in g  a t  a number o f  

p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a i g n s ,  K inze r  (198.4) s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  APA 

was p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c t i v e  i n  M ich igan  c i t i e s  c i t i n g  D e t r o i t  

and Saginaw a s  ex am p le s .  K in z e r  a l s o  c i t e s  APA s t r e n g t h  

i n  W is c o n s in ,  I l l i n o i s ,  Ohio and M in n e s o ta ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

ov e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s .

A l th o ug h  t h e  APA i t s e l f  d i d  n o t  win t h e  e l e c t i o n s ,  

t h e i r  v o t i n g  po w er  c au se d  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  

w i n .  The New York  Sun o f  S u n d a y ,  O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  1893 , 

commented:

S i n c e  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  w h i c h  a r e  
R e p u b l i c a n s ,  h a s  e x e r c i s e d  a  r e m a r k a b l e  
i n f l u e n c e  i n  M i c h i g a n ,  N e b r a s k a ,  Iowa and  
I l l i n o i s ,  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  c o v e r t l y  e n d o rs e d  and 
s e c r e t l y  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  APA, t r iu m p h e d  unex­
p e c t e d l y  i n  many c i t i e s  h e r e t o f o r e  s t a u n c h l y  
D e m o c r a t i c . "  (C i te d  i n  Desmond, 1969)

The APA b e g a n  t o  d e c l i n e  i n  1895 and i t s  f a i l u r e

became p ro n o u nced  and u n m is t a k a b l e  from i t s  c o n v e n t io n  o f

1896 onward ( K in z e r ,  19 64 ) .

In v o lv em en t  With Law E nfo rcem en t

L oca l  and S t a t e

Each o f  t h e  t h r e e  g ro up s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  

a n d  w h i c h  a r e  t a k e n  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  A m e r i c a n  

t r a d i t i o n a l  r i g h t  w ing  m o v e m e n t s ,  made an  e f f o r t  t o  

s o l i c i t  s u p p o r t  and  members f r o m  l o c a l  and  s t a t e  law 

e n fo r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s .
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The Ku Klux Klan a t t e m p t e d  on many o c c a s i o n s  t o  g a in

s u p p o r t  f ro m  l o c a l  and s t a t e  law e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s .

K la n  r e c r u i t i n g  s u c c e s s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r u r a l  s o u th e r n

s h e r i f f  d e p a r t m e n t s  h a s  been  documented numerous t i m e s .

P r i o r  t o  v e r y  r e c e n t  c h a n g e s  i n  r e c r u i t m e n t

p r a c t i c e s ,  p o l i c e  t e n d e d  t o  come from lo w er  s t a t u s  and

l e s s  e d u c a te d  seg m en ts  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  White  working

c l a s s  b a ck g ro u n d ,  h i g h  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  o r  l e s s ,  a v e ra g e

i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  c a u t i o u s  p e r s o n a l i t y — t h e s e  a r e  t h e  t y p i c a l

f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  m od ern  p o l i c e  r e c r u i t .  The l a r g e r

c o n t e x t  o f  American p o l i t i c s  t e n d s  t o  p r e s s  t h e  p o l i c e  t o

s u p p o r t  r i g h t i s t  o r  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  ( L i p s i t  &

R a a b ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  A p p e a ls  t o  p a t r i o t i s m  and l o y a l t y  t o  t h e

c o u n t r y  have a lw ays  b een  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s .

W hitehead (1970) q u o t e s  i m p e r i a l  W izard  Sam Bowers,

J r .  a t  a  Klan r a l l y  on J u n e  7, 1964.

J o i n  w i t h  a n d  s u p p o r t  l o c a l  p o l i c e  and d u ly  
c o n s t i t u t e d  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  w i t h  
v o l u n t e e r s ,  l e g a l l y  d e p u t i z e d  men from o u r  own 
r a n k s ;  t o  s t o p  b l a c k ,  o u r  f i r s t  c o n t a c t  w i th  
t r o o p s  o f  t h e  e n e m y  s h o u l d  b e  a s  l e g a l l y  
d e p u t i z e d  law e n fo r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s ,  (p .  6)

D u r i n g  K la n  o u t b r e a k s  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  Governor  John 

P a r k e r  a p p e a le d  t o  P r e s i d e n t  H ard ing  f o r  F e d e r a l  a s s i s t ­

ance  b e c a u s e  he c o u ld  n o t  t r u s t  t h e  s t a t e ' s  p o l i c e  f o r c e .  

Governor  P a r k e r  t o l d  P r e s i d e n t  H ard ing  t h a t  a number o f  

l aw  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  and o t h e r s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  

e n fo r c e m e n t  o f  laws i n  L o u i s i a n a  a r e  p u b l i c l y  r e c o g n i z e d
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as  members o f  t h e  Ku Klux K lan ,  and i n  M e r i d i a n ,  M i s s i s ­

s i p p i ,  t h e  Klan r e c r u i t e d  p o l i c e  S e r g e a n t  W al lace  M i l l e r ,  

a 1 6 - y e a r  v e t e r a n  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  d e p a r tm e n t  (W hi tehead ,  

1 9 7 0 ) .

T u l l e y  ( 1 9 6 5 )  t e l l s  u s  o f  a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  

p o s i t i o n  o f  s h e r i f f  o f  P e a r  R i v e r .C o un ty , P o p l a r v i l l e ,  

M i s s i s s i p p i ,  who d e c l a r e d  p u b l i c l y  t h a t  he was a s u s p e c t  

i n  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  a b l a c k  r a p e  s u s p e c t ;  he s t a t e d  t h a t  

b e i n g  a s u s p e c t  would g r e a t l y  h e l p  h i s  cam paign .  He d i d  

r e c e i v e  most o f  t h e  v o t e s  i n  an e ig h t -m a n  r a c e  b u t  l o s t  

i n  t h e  r u n - o f f .  He c h a rg e d  t h a t  FBI Agents  " t a l k e d  t o  me 

l i k e  I was a n i g g e r  o r  a d o g . "  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  T u l l e y  

s t a t e s  t h a t  o f  a num ber  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  KKK members  

a r r e s t e d  a t  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  f o r  t h e  s l a y i n g  o f  

t h r e e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  w o rk e rs  on Ju ne  21, 1984, two were  a 

c o u n ty  s h e r i f f  and h i s  c h i e f  d e p u t y .

D u r i n g  t h e  Klan campaign  o f  t e r r o r  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  

FBI D i r e c t o r  H o o v e r  s o u g h t  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  

M i s s i s s i p p i  Highway p a t r o l  and l o c a l  p o l i c e  and s h e r i f f s  

o f f i c e r s  b u t  was aware t h a t  t h e  Klan was making s p e c i a l  

e f f o r t s  t o  r e c r u i t  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  and was s u c c e e d i n g  t o  

an a l a r m i n g  d e g r e e .  . Hoover met w i th  M i s s i s s i p p i  G overnor  

J o h n s o n ,  S t a t e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  J o e  T. P a t t e r s o n  and 

C o l o n e l  T.  B. B i r d s o n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  and 

h a n d e d  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a l i s t  o f  names o f  Ku K lu x  K la n  

members  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i .  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  l i s t  were  a
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n u m b e r  o f  l o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  a n d  tw o  

M i s s i s s i p p i  s t a t e  highway p a t r o l m e n .

As t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Klan c o n t i n u e d ,  t h e  FBI had 

d i f f i c u l t y  p u r s u i n g  c a s e s  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  b e c a u s e  law 

e n f o r c e m e n t ,  t o  i n c l u d e  c i t y ,  c o u n ty  and s t a t e  had been  

i n f i l t r a t e d  by t h e  K lan .  Klansmen had weakened t h e  w i l l  

of  t h e  s t a t e  and l o c a l  p o l i c e  a g e n c i e s  t o  oppose  t h e  Klan 

and v o i c e  o f  m o d e r a t i o n  i n  s t a t e  and l o c a l  law e n f o r c e ­

ment were m u f f le d  (W hitehead ,  1 9 7 0 ) .

L a t e r ,  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  Klan showed t h a t  t h e  o c c u p a t ­

i o n  o f  p o l i c e m e n  f r e q u e n t l y  showed up on Klan r e p o r t s .  

K la n  l e a d e r s  t o o k  p a r t i c u l a r  p r i d e  i n  e m p h a s iz in g  t h e  

l a r g e  number o f  law e n fo rc e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  and P r o t e s t a n t  

c l e r g y  t h a t  had j o i n e d  t h e  K lan .  P o l i c e  were a t t r a c t e d  

t o  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h ic h  was d e d i c a t e d  t o  u p h o ld  t h e  

moral o r d e r  and p u n i s h  e v i l d o e r s .

T y p i c a l  o f  K lan  p r o p a g a n d a  was t h e  p l a n k  i n  t h e  

program o f  t h e  C h icago  Klan which c a l l e d  f o r  " s u p p o r t i n g  

o f f i c i a l s  i n  a l l  p h a s e s  o f  law e n f o r c e m e n t . "  Membership 

l i s t s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

ro u g h ly  t e n  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p o l icem en  i n  p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y  

c i t y  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c h i e f s  o f  p o l i c e  o f  Los A nge les  and 

B a k e r s f i e l d  a n d  t h e  s h e r i f f  o f  L os  A n g e l e s  C o u n ty  

b e lo n g e d  t o  t h e  K lan .  In  A t l a n t a ,  home o f  t h e  K lan ,  a 

v e r y  h ig h  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  b e lo n g e d  t o  t h e  Klan .  

A s t u d y  o f  t h e  D a l l a s  Klan r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n
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d o m i n a t e d  t h e  p o l i c e  f o r c e  o f  t h a t  c i t y  a s  w e l l .  Con­

s i d e r a b l e  p o l i c e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  Klan was r e p o r t e d  i n  

P o r t l a n d ,  O r e g o n ;  T u l s a ,  Oklahoma; M adison ,  W isco n s in ;  

M em phis ,  T e n n e s s e e  a n d  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  p l a c e s  ( L i p s i t  & 

Raab,  19 7 8 ) .

A s t u d y  o f  t h e  B lac k  Legion  a l s o  shows law e n f o r c e ­

ment in v o lv e m e n t  i n  t h e  r i g h t  wing g ro u p .  M o r r i s  (1936) 

r e l a t e s  t h a t  a l o c a l  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Auto Workers Union 

i n  L i n c o ln  P a r k ,  M ic h ig a n ,  was murdered and a o n e - l e g g e d  

D e t r o i t  p o l i c e m a n  " p e g - l e g  W h i t e "  h a d  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  

v i c t i m .  M o rr i s  a l s o  r e l a t e d  t h a t  D e t r o i t  P o l i c e  Commiss­

i o n e r  H e i n r i c h  D i c k e r t  was a ccused  o f  b e i n g  a member o f  

t h e  Black  Legion  and t h a t  t h e  D e t r o i t  P o l i c e  Depar tm ent  

was c a r r y i n g  o u t  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a B lack  L eg io n  c h a r a c t e r ,  

m a i n l y  a n t i - l a b o r  a c t i v i t i e s .  R e c r u i t i n g  was c o n cen ­

t r a t e d  a r o u n d  a r m e d  i n d i v i d u a l s — p o l i c e m e n ,  p r i s o n  

g u a r d s ,  r i f l e  c l u b  m em b ers ,  s h e r i f f s ,  N a t i o n a l  Guard 

o f f i c e r s  and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s .

A r l i n g t o n  J o n e s ,  a H i g h l a n d  P a r k ,  M i c h i g a n  C i t y  

employee t o l d  o f  c o e r c i o n  used  t o  f o r c e  him t o  j o i n  t h e  

B lack  Legion  in  1934.  A ccord ing  t o  J o n e s '  a c c o u n t ,  C i t y  

Councilman W ilson  h e l d  a gun t o  h i s  r i b s  w h i l e  C h ie f  o f  

P o l i c e  S p a r l i n g  and fo rm e r  Mayor Markland were  p r e s e n t .  

In  1934, a t  P o n t i a c ,  M ich ig an ,  t h e  B lack  L eg io n  e l e c t e d  

most o f  t h e  c i t y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  A f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  

f i r s t  s t e p  was t o  f i r e  t h e  o l d  p o l i c e  c h i e f  b e c a u s e

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



members o f  t h e  B l a c k  L e g i o n  i n  t h e  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  

u n d e r  him h a d  a l l  b e e n  p r o m i s e d  p r o m o t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  

e l e c t i o n .  At a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1934-  

1 9 3 5 ,  t h e  B l a c k  L e g i o n  m e m b e r s h ip  o f  s e v e r a l  p o l i c e  

o f f i c e r s  and c o u n ty  o f f i c i a l s  was expo sed  ( M o r r i s ,  19 3 6 ) .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  M o r r i s  (1 93 6 ) ,  L i p s i t  and Raab (1978) 

c i t e  t h e  B la c k  Legion  p r e s e n c e  among p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  i n  

M ich igan .  In  Oakland County ( n e a r  D e t r o i t ,  Michigan) a 

Grand J u r y  p u b l i s h e d  names o f  86 p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  who had 

b e e n  mem bers  o f  t h e  B l a c k  L e g i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  a s t a t e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  c o u n t y  p r o s e c u t i n g  a t t o r n e y ,  c i t y  

t r e a s u r e r  and t h e  c h i e f  o f  p o l i c e  o f  P o n t i a c ,  t h e  c o u n ty  

s e a t .

P o l i c e  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P r o t e c t i v e  

A s s o c i a t i o n  (APA) can  a l s o  be f o u n d .  T ab le  2 from The 

P o l i t i c s  o f  U n r e a s o n  -  R igh t-W ing  Extremism i n  America 

19 7 0 -1 97 7 , g i v e s  us examples  o f  p o l i c e  membership i n  t h e  

APA i n  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  t h r e e  s m a l l  C a l i f o r n i a  c i t e s ,  and 

O akland ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

Desmond (1969)  r e l a t e s  t h a t  t h e  APA i n i t i a t e d  a 

number  o f  m a y o r s ,  s h e r i f f s  and l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  th r o u g h  

t h e  West .  K in z e r  (1964) s t a t e s  t h a t  i n  T o le d o ,  Ohio ,  t h e  

c h i e f  APA l e a d e r s  were B. F. Remo, A t t o r n e y  and C a p ta in  

E g b e r t  D o v i l l e ,  C h ie f  o f  P o l i c e ,  T o le d o ,  Ohio .
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Table 2

Occupations of Members of the Minneapolis APA, 1894 
Compared With the Census Reports, 1900

APA
Members
(1894)

All
Minneapolis

Males

Native Born

Native Foreign 
Parents Parents

Foreign
Born
White

Manual 41.0% 65% 47% 65% 77%
Policemen 6.5 1 1 1 1
Firemen 6.5 1

Total Manual & Service 54.0 66 48 34 22
Nonmanual 46.0 33 52 34 22

Number (199) (65,450) (18,334) (16,562) (28,892)
Unlocated in Directory 29.0%

Number (282)

Occupations of Members of the APA in Three Small C aliforn ia  C itie s , 1894

Sacraments San Jose Los Gatos Total Three

Manual 60% 29% 67% 53.0%
Police 8 7 — 5.0

Total Manual & Police 68 36 67 58.0
Nonmanual 32 64 21 39.5
Farm — — 12 2.5

Number (89) (58) (52) (199)

Occupations o f Members o f the APA in Oakland, 
1897, Compared With the Census Reports,

C a lifo rn ia ,
1900

APA
Members
(lb94)

All
Oakland
Males

Native Born

Native Foreign 
Parents Parents

Foreign
Born
White

Manual 42.1% 50.7% 38.0% 44.1% 51.1%
Police 3.6 1.0 1.1 1.4 .9

Total Manual & Police 45.7 51.7 39.1 45.5 52.0
Nonmanual 54.3 48.3 60.9 54.5 48.0

Number 
Unlocated in Directory  

Number

(84)
31.0%

(122)

(20,870) (6,921) (5,490) (7,110)

Source: L ip s it , S.M., & Raab, E. (1978). The p o litic s  o f unreason - rig h t wing
extremism in  America 1970-1977 (2nd ed .)(pp . 87-88). University of 
Chicago Press.
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I t  h a s  b e e n  shown t h a t  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  

j o i n e d  t h e  Ku K l u x  K l a n ,  APA a n d  B l a c k  L e g i o n  i n  

r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  numbers .  L a rg e  membership  can  l e a d  us 

t o  p r e s u m e  e v e n  l a r g e r  n u m b ers  o f  p o l i c e  and s h e r i f f s  

d e p u t i e s  who h ad  s y m p a th y  w i t h  t h e  b e l i e f s  o f  t h e  o l d  

r i g h t  w in g .  D ur ing  t h e  Klan u p r i s i n g  i n  L o u i s i a n a  i n  t h e  

1 9 2 0 s ,  a s  p r e v i o u s l y  n o t e d ,  G o v e r n o r  J o h n  M. P a r k e r  

r e q u e s t e d  f e d e r a l  h e lp  from P r e s i d e n t  H ard ing  b e c a u se  he 

c o u ld  n o t  t r u s t  t h e  s t a t e ' s  p o l i c e  f o r c e .  Sympathy f o r  

t h e  Ku K lu x  K la n  had  p e r m e a t e d  b o t h  l o c a l  and s t a t e  

p o l i c e  a g e n c i e s  (W hi tehead ,  19 70 ) .

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  and s e e m in g ly  t y p i c a l  o l d  

r i g h t  w in g  g r o u p s  s t u d i e d  h e r e ,  a t t e m p t e d  t o  r e c r u i t  

s t a t e  and l o c a l  law e n fo rc e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  a s  members and 

s u p p o r t e r s .  B u t ,  what a b o u t  t h e  o l d  r i g h t  wing a t t i t u d e  

toward  F e d e r a l  o f f i c e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  FBI?

W h i te h e a d  (1970) d i s c u s s e d  t h e  FBI b r e a k i n g  a Klan 

m u r d e r  c a s e  by i t s  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  Klan member, P o l i c e  

S e r g e a n t  W a l l a c e  M i l l e r  i n  M e r i d i a n ,  M i s s i s s i p p i .  The 

FBI a l s o  u s e d  M i l l e r  t o  d i s r u p t  K la n  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  

L a u d e r d a l e  C o u n ty ,  M i s s i s s i p p i .

A s t u d y  by T u l l e y  (1965) t e l l s  us a b o u t  t h e  Alabama 

Klan c a l l i n g  t h e  FBI t h e  " F e d e r a l  B ureau  o f  I n t e g r a t i o n "  

a n d  t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  a t t e m p t  t o  c o e r c e  c i t i z e n s  f r o m  

c o o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  FBI i n  i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  Ku 

Klux K lan .
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The a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  Klan tow ard  t h e  FBI can  be seen

i n  an i s s u e  o f  "The T h u n d e r b o l t "  t h e  o rg an  o f  t h e  S t a t e s

R i g h t  P a r t y .  The T h u n d e r b o l t  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  FBI i s  a

m a jo r  p a r t  o f  t h e  " c o n s p i r a c y "  and:

The FBI s t a n d s  f o r  t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  o f  a n i g g e r  
t o  r a p e  yo u r  w i f e ,  d a u g h t e r  o r  s i s t e r .  To be 
e f f e c t i v e ,  a c o n s p i r a c y  must  cam ouf lage  i t s e l f  
and i t s  t r u e  p u r p o s e  and t o  p r e t e n d  t o  be  t h e  
o p p o s i t e  o f  w h a t  i t  r e a l l y  i s .  T ha t  i s  t h e  
method o f  J .  Edgar  Hoover ,  t h e  m a s te r  o f  d e c e i t  
a n d  t h e  C o m m u n i s t - J e w i s h  c o n s p i r a c y  w h ic h  
p l a c e d  him a t  t h e  head  o f  t h e  FBI. ( c i t e d  i n  
L i p s i t  & Raab, 1978,  p .  282)

C l e a r l y ,  t h e  Klan and o t h e r  o ld  r i g h t  wing g ro u p s  

had no lo v e  f o r  t h e  FBI.  The FBI and o t h e r  F e d e r a l  law 

e n fo r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  were  a lw ays  seen  by t h e  r i g h t  wing 

a s  t h e  A gen ts  o f  Communism and t h e  pawns o f  t h e  Je w ish  

d o m i n a t e d  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t .  T h is  a t t i t u d e  by r i g h t  

wing g rou p s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  day .

The  o l d  r i g h t  w i n g  g r o u p s  d i d  h a v e  s u c c e s s  i n  

r e c r u i t i n g  s t a t e  and l o c a l  law e n fo rc e m e n t  o f f i c e r s .  The 

e a s e  w i th  which t h e  o l d  r i g h t  wing o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e c r u i t e d  

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  was d u e  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s i m i l a r  

so c io e c o n o m ic  back g ro u n d s  o f  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  members 

a n d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  r e c r u i t s  i n  t h e  law  e n f o r c e m e n t  

community .  S i m i l a r  b e l i e f s  and v a l u e s  a t t r a c t e d  p o l i c e ­

men t o  t h e  o l d  r i g h t  wing o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  S c h o e n b e rg e r  

(1969) s e t  f o r t h  f i v e  r e a s o n s  f o r  a t t r a c t i o n  t o  r a d i c a l  

r i g h t  g r o u p s :
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1.  A l i e n a t i o n :  f e l t  by  t h o s e  u p r o o t e d  by
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and o r g a n i z a t i o n .

2 .  S t a t u s  A n x ie ty :  c o n c e rn  f o r  low s o c i a l  s t a t u s .

3 .  P r o v i n c i a l i s m :  r e s e n t m e n t  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  s o c i a l
e c o n o m ic  and  c u l t u r a l  dominance by s o c i e t y  i n  
l a r g e  c i t i e s .

4 .  F u nd am en ta l i sm :  a c l o s e  a f f i n i t y  be tween  dogma
and r i g h t  wing i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y .

5 .  O l d - F a s h i o n e d  I n d i v i d u a l i s m :  r e s e n t m e n t  o f
immense b u r e a u c r a t i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  crowded 
i n d i v i d u a l  e n t e r p r i s e  t o  t h e  w a l l .  (p .  29)

A l l  o f  t h e  above t r a i t s  were p r e s e n t  i n  law e n f o r c e ­

ment o f f i c e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  o t h e r s  who j o i n e d  t h e  r a d i c a l  

r i g h t  wing g r o u p s .

The d e s i r e  among t h e  r i g h t  wing l e a d e r s  t o  r e c r u i t  

law e n fo r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  a r o s e  from t h e  o b v io u s  a d v a n ta g e  

o f  n e u t r a l i z i n g  t h e  u n i fo rm  e n fo r c e m e n t  o f  laws as  w e l l  

a s  t h e  sy m b o l ic  im p o r ta n c e  o f  p o l i c e  t o  p r i v a t e  o r g a n i ­

z a t i o n ;  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  s e e k i n g  t o  s u b v e r t  p u b l i c  

f u n c t i o n s  w h i l e  v e r b a l l y  s t r e s s i n g  t h e i r  p a t r i o t i s m  and 

good c i t i z e n s h i p .

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  r i g h t  wing g ro u p s  t o  t h e  FBI can 

be s e en  a s  an e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  r a d i c a l  r i g h t  wing g r o u p ' s  

f e a r  and l o a t h i n g  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  governm ent  as  an e n t i t y .  

The f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  w i th  

p o p u l i s t  d i s t r u s t  by t h e s e  g ro u ps  and t h a t  r e a c t i o n  was 

h e i g h t e n e d  by t h e  New Deal  d o m e s t i c  p o l i c i e s  and t h e  more 

r e c e n t  d e f i n i t i o n  and e n fo rc e m e n t  o f  laws d e a l i n g  w i th  

c i v i l  r i g h t s  and l i b e r t i e s .
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While th e  o l d  e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t  f e l t  a deep  h o s t i l i t y  

to w ard  f e d e r a l  law e n f o r c e m e n t /  t h e  c ru x  o f  t h e  i s s u e  i s  

e l s e w h e r e :  The v i r t u a l l y  c o n g e n i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t i n g

be tw een  t h e s e  f a n a t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and s t a t e  and l o c a l  

l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l ,  i n c l u d i n g  command o f f i c e r s .  

The e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  o l d  e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t  was s u b s t a n ­

t i a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  by t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n .

The a s s o c i a t i o n  i t s e l f  was e a s i l y ,  a lm o s t  n a t u r a l l y  

n u r t u r e d .  S h a r e d  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s ,  r e l i g i o u s  and 

e t h n i c  c o m p a t i b i l i t y ,  common h a t r e d s  and  f e a r s  a l l  

combined t o  c r e a t e  s t r o n g  bonds o f  sympathy .  M oreover ,  

t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  t h e  r i g h t  f a n a t i c s  spoke n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  

name o f  some vague n a t i v i s t  image o f  an America t h a t  once 

( t h e y  i n s i s t e d )  was,  b u t  a l s o  i n s i s t e d  upon r e s p e c t  f o r  

and o b e d ie n c e  t o  t h e  r e c e i v e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

t h e  U n i ted  S t a t e s ,  even  t h a t  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t .
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CHAPTER III

CURRENT RIGHT-WING GROUPS 

FBI O b s e r v a t i o n s

R o b e r t  M i le s  o f  C ohoc tah ,  M ich igan  i s  w e l l  known t o  

FBI Agents  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s .  M i le s  i n  t h e  

p a s t ,  was t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  Ku Klux Klan i n  M ichigan  and 

now c a l l s  h i m s e l f  t h e  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  M o u n t a in  Church .  

M i l e s  and  h i s  c h u r c h  now c l o s e l y  a f f i l i a t e  th e m se lv e s  

w i th  t h e  Reverend  R ic h a rd  B u t l e r  and t h e  Church o f  J e s u s  

C h r i s t  C h r i s t i a n .  M i le s  has  n e v e r  r en o u n c ed  h i s  Ku Klux 

Klan a f f i l i a t i o n  b u t  h a s  e x te n d e d  t h e  Klan p h i l o s o p h y  t o  

t h e  u l t r a - r i g h t  r e l i g i o u s  Mountain Church .

During  t h e e  19 6 0s ,  M i les  was c o n v i c t e d  o f  v i o l a t i o n s  

o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s  laws b e ca u se  o f  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n v o l v e ­

m e n t  i n  s c h o o l  b u s  b o m b i n g s  i n  P o n t i a c ,  M i c h i g a n .  

R e c e n t l y ,  M i l e s  was a g a i n  c h a r g e d  w i t h  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  

F e d e r a l  s t a t u t e s .  M i le s  was found n o t  g u i l t y  o f  t h e s e  

v i o l a t i o n s  i n  a t r i a l  i n  U.S . D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  i n  A r k a n sa s .

FBI i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  Michigan f i n d s  t h e  new r i g h t -  

w ing  t o  be  s m a l l  i n  n u m bers  b u t  d e d i c a t e d  t o  c u r r e n t  

r i g h t - w i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  and m a i n t a i n i n g  c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  

o t h e r  r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  U . S . ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  

Aryan N a t io n  and t h e  Ku Klux Klan.

40
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Survey  o f  A p p r o p r i a t e  Groups 

The Aryan N a t io n

The Aryan N a t io n  i s  t h e  most  r e c e n t  g roup  o f  u l t r a  

r i g h t - w i n g  e x t r e m i s t s  t h a t  w i l l  be  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  

s t u d y .  The e a r l y  A ry a n  N a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  l a r g e l y  o f  

fo rm er  members o f  the; .  P o s se  C o m i t a tu s ,  a s u r v i a l i s t  t a x -  

r e v o l t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  whose members have  had v i o l e n t ,  and 

s o m e t i m e s  d e a d l y ,  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  w i t h  f e d e r a l  a g e n t s .  

The Aryan N a t io n  a l s o  t r a c e s  i t s  o r i g i n s  t o  t h e  i d e n t i t y  

C h u rc h ,  a w h i t e  supremacy r e l i g i o n  t h a t  b e l i e v e s  Anglo-  

S a x o n s ,  n o t  J e w s ,  a r e  t h e  t r u e  p e o p l e  o f  I s r a e l  

( P l e n c i a k ,  1 9 8 5 ) .

I n  a r e c e n t  i s s u e  o f  "N ew sw eek" ,  Mark S t a r r  

(1985)  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  A ryan  N a t i o n  a s  e m b r a c i n g  w h i t e  

s u p r e m a c i s t s ,  s u r v i v a l i s t ,  t r i g g e r - h a p p y  t a x  r e s i s t e r s  

and n e o -N a x i s  who b e l i e v e  Mein Kampf i s  t h e  l a s t  book o f  

t h e  B i b l e .  The members a r e  s c h o o le d  i n  t h e  a c t s  o f  w ar ,  

h e a v i l y  armed and i n s p i r e d  by t h e  c o c k e y ed ,  r e v i s i o n i s t  

C h r i s t i a n  t h e o l o g y  known as  I d e n t i t y .  T h is  " C h r i s t i a n  

I d e n t i t y "  d o c t r i n e  t e a c h e s  t h a t  G od 's  c h o sen  p e o p le  a r e  

A ry an s ,  and Jews a r e  t h e  o f f s p r i n g  o f  S a t a n ,  who must  be 

e x t e r m i n a t e d  i n  a r a c i a l  Armageddon (King,  19 87 ) .

S t a r r  (19 8 5 )  q u o t e s  an a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  

FBI, "T h is  i s  a sm a l l  c a d r e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  

v i o l e n c e  and  e n g a g e d  i n  p a r a m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s . "  The
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r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p  i s  m o d e le d  a f t e r  a  c r u s a d e  i n  t h e  

f a n t a s y  n ov e l  The T u rn e r  D i a r i e s  w r i t t e n  by American n e o -  

N az i  W il l i a m  P i e r c e ,  a  fo rm e r  p h y s i c s  p r o f e s s o r .  In  t h e  

b o o k ,  an  army o f  w h i t e - s u p r e m a c i s t  s u p e r - p a t r i o t s  o v e r ­

t h r o w s  a t y r a n n i c a l  A m e r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d ,  a f t e r  a 

m urder  s p r e e  a g a i n s t  Jews and o t h e r  n o n -A ry a n s ,  f o l l o w e d  

b y  t h e  n u c l e a r  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  I s r a e l ,  u s h e r s  i n  a 

" C h r i s t i a n  P a r a d i s e . "

A s t u d y  by H a r r i s  (1985) showed t h a t  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  

t h e  Aryan N a t io n  i s  R ic h a r d  Gwint B u t l e r ,  who b e l i e v e s ,  

a n d  p r e a c h e s ,  t h a t  t h e  w h i t e  r a c e  i s  u n d e r  a t t a c k .  

B u t l e r ,  t h e  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  

C h r i s t i a n ,  p r e a c h e s  a g o s p e l  o f  w h i t e ,  C h r i s t i a n  

su p re m ac y ,  J e w i s h  v i l l a n c y  and governm ent  t r e a c h e r y .

When t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  t a l k s  
a b o u t  " o n e  p e o p l e , "  i t ' s  n o t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a 
n a t i o n  made f o r  A s i a ,  A f r i c a ,  I n d i a  o r  t h e  
S o v i e t  U n io n .  T h a t ' s  a  d o c u m e n t  b a se d  on a 
C h r i s t i a n  p e o p l e .  We h a v e  w a t c h e d  l i k e  
f r i g h t e n e d  s h e e p  a s  d o - g o o d e r s ,  s n i v e l i n g  
a r o u n d  t h e  u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d ,  g l e e f u l l y  g rabbed  
o u r  c h i l d r e n  by t h e  nape  o f  t h e  neck  and rubbed  
t h e i r  f a c e s  i n  f i l t h  t o  c r e a t e  e q u a l i t y ,  (p.
23) .

The new r a d i c a l  r i g h t  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and  t h e  Aryan  

N a t i o n  w i t h  s p l i n t e r  g r o u p s ,  The S i l e n t  B ro th e rh o o d  and 

The O r d e r  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  h a v e  now t a r g e t e d  t h e  U .S .  

Government a s  i t s  number one enemy ( S t a r r ,  1985) .

The O r d e r  h a s  m a i l e d  c o p i e s  o f  a " D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  

War" t o  t h e  U.S. C o n g re s s .  The D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  War, an
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O pen  L e t t e r  t o  t h e  U . S .  C o n g r e s s  a n d  T h e  O r d e r ' s  

P r i n c i p l e s  o f  War a n d  R u l e s  o f  E n g a g e m e n t  h a v e  b e e n  

i n c l u d e d  t o  e n a b le  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  f u r t h e r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

p h i l o s o p h y  o f  The O rde r  and i t s  p a r e n t  Aryan N a t i o n .  The 

d o c u m e n t s  s e t  f o r t h  were  m a i led  t o  t h e  C ongress  o f  th e  

U n i ted  S t a t e s  ( se e  Appendix  A ) .

A p p e n d ix  A, c o n t a i n s  e x a m p le s  o f  w h a t  t h e  A ryan  

N a t i o n s  p r o c l a i m  i d e o l o g i c a l l y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  A ry an  

N a t i o n  b e l i e f s ,  o n l y  t h e  t r u e  Aryan can  save  t h e  U.S . 

Im m igran ts  and Jews a r e  o f f s p r i n g s  o f  S a t a n .  F e d e r a l  law 

e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  a r e  t h e  a g e n t s  o f  t h e  Z i o n i s t  

c o n t r o l l e d  g o v e rn m e n t  and t h o s e  who a s s i s t  t h e  F e d e r a l  

a g e n t s  a r e  pawns o f  t h e  Z i o n i s t s .  Loca l  law e n fo r c e m e n t  

i s  t h o u g h t  o f  as  t h e  p a r t n e r s  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  a g e n t s ,  and ,  

a s  su c h ,  a r e  enem ies  o f  t h e  t r u e  Aryan b r o t h e r h o o d .

The Aryan N a t io n  l e a d e r s h i p  knows t h a t  t h e  o l d  r i g h t  

w ing  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  r e l i e d  on r h e t o r i c ,  and t h e y  a r e  

d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  d e e d s ,  n o t  w o rds ,  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o d a y .  

The "Los A n g e l e s  T im e s "  o f  J a n u a r y  21 ,  1985, t e l l s  us 

t h a t  t h e  Aryan N a t io n s  h a s  been  l i n k e d  t o  n i n e  months o f  

v i o l e n t  c r im e s  ( Ja c k s o n  & O s t r o s ,  19 8 5 ) .  The "New York 

T i m e s "  ( 1 9 8 4 )  s t a t e s  t h a t  s o u r c e s  c l o s e  t o  F e d e r a l  

i n v e s t i g a t o r s  b e l i e v e  t h e  e x t r e m i s t  Aryan N a t io n  h a s  been  

i n v o lv e d  i n  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  bank and armored c a r  r o b b e r i e s  

( K i n g ,  1 9 8 4 ) .  The "Washington  P o s t "  q u o t e s  t h e  FBI as  

l i n k i n g  t h e  A r y a n  N a t i o n  t o  s e v e r a l  a r m o r e d  c a r

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



r o b b e r i e s ,  s l a y i n g  a Denver t a l k - s h o w  h o s t  Alan B e rg ,  and 

s e v e r a l  a s s a u l t s  on FBI a g e n t s  (T horn ton  & R e id ,  1 9 8 4 ) .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  F e b r u a r y  1 1 ,  1 9 8 5 ,  e d i t i o n  o f  " T im e

M a g a z i n e "  c o n t a i n s  an  a r t i c l e  t h a t  t e l l s  u s  s e v e r a l  

managers  o f  B r in k s  Armored C a r ,  I n c .  have  been  i d e n t i f i e d  

a s  members  o f  t h e  "B ro th e rh o o d  o f  S i l e n c e . "  They were  

a r r e s t e d  i n  e a r l y  F e b r u a r y  1989 by t h e  FBI i n  C a l i f o r n i a  

and a r e  b e in g  c h a rg e d  w i t h  c o n s p i r a c y  t o  rob  B r i n k s ' main 

s t o r a g e  v a u l t  i n  San F r a n c i s c o .  One o f  t h e  two was a l s o  

c h a rg e d  i n  t h e  $3 .6  m i l l i o n  B r in k s  armored c a r  r o b b e r y  i n  

C a l i f o r n i a  which o c c u r r e d  i n  J u l y ,  1984.

A l a s t  comment a b o u t  t h e  Aryan N a t io n ;  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  

p r o b a b l y  number o n ly  100-150 members, t h e y  c la im  a f f i l i ­

a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s .  In  J u l y ,  1981,  t h e  

A r y a n  N a t i o n  c l a i m e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  g r o u p s  w e r e  i n  

a t t e n d a n c e  a t  a  "Summit M e e t in g " :  The Aryan N a t i o n ,  The

Mounta in  C hurch ,  The N a t i o n a l  S o c i a l i s t  L i b e r a t i o n  F r o n t ,  

The T o rc h ,  Ku Klux Klan and t h e  F i f t h  E a r ,  C o a l i t i o n  o f  

Churches  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  C h r i s t i a n ,  The I m p e r i a l  O rd e r  

o f  t h e  B lack  E ag le  from New York and n e o - n a z i  g ro u p s  from 

Canada,  West Germany, Belgium and I r e l a n d .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  

A r y a n  N a t i o n  c l a i m s  a n  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  a w h i t e -  

s u p r e m a c i s t  p r i s o n  gang known a s  t h e  Aryan B r o t h e r h o o d ,  

a c t i v e  i n  a number o f  p r i s o n s  i n  t h e  F e d e ra l  and S t a t e  

c o r r e c t i o n  sy s tem s  ( P l e n c i a k ,  1 9 8 5 ) .
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The Ku Klux Klan

The Ku K lu x  K la n  h a s  r i s e n '  l i k e  an  e v i l  P h o e n ix ,  

t h r e e  t i m e s .  I n  t h e  1920s ,  t h e  Klan c la im e d  3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  t o  

6 ,0 0 0  ,000  members  a n d  was b a s i c a l l y  a n t i - b l a c k  i n  i t s  

s t a n c e .  L a t e r ,  i n  t h e  1940s ,  i t  added C a t h o l i c s  and Jews 

t o  i t s  l i s t  o f  h a t r e d  ( L i p s i t  & Raab, 1978) .

Now, t h e  K la n  h a s  a d d e d  a r i g h t - w i n g  r e l i g i o u s  

p h i lo s o p h y  t o  i t s  e a r l y  w h i t e - h a t e  t e n e t s .  The Klan h as  

a l w a y s  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  t o  p e r p e t r a t e  i s o l a t e d  a c t s  o f  

v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  p e r s o n  and p r o p e r t y ,  b u t  now i t  has  

t a k e n  on a much more p a r a m i l i t a r y  s t a n c e .  Many o f  i t s  

members a r e  v e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  Vietnam w ar ,  f a m i l i a r  w i th  

e x p l o s i v e s ,  weapons and sm a l l  u n i t  t a c t i c s .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S t a r r  (1985)  t h e  K la n  a l s o  g o e s  by 

o t h e r  names -  i t  can  c a l l  i t s e l f  t h e  M ounta in  Church b u t  

i t  i s  s t i l l  t h e  Ku Klux K lan .  In  s p e a k in g  o f  FBI a c t i o n s  

a g a i n s t  t h e  Aryan N a t i o n ,  R obe r t  M i l e s ,  a  fo r m e r  Ku Klux 

Klan g rand  d ra g o n  and new p a s t o r  o f  t h e  M ounta in  Church 

in  C ohoc tah ,  M ic h ig a n ,  s a y s  "T h is  i s  t h e  s t a r t  o f  a n o t h e r  

w i t c h  h u n t . "  ( p .  23) M i l e s ,  who s e r v e d  s i x  y e a r s  i n

f e d e r a l  p r i s o n  f o r  a  p l o t  t o  blow up s c h o o l  b u s e s  s h o r t l y  

b e f o r e  c o u r t - o r d e r e d  s c h o o l  b u s i n g  was t o  b e g i n  i n  

P o n t i a c ,  M ic h ig a n ,  c o n ce d es  t h e r e  i s  "a  l o t  o f  d i s c u s s ­

i o n ,  b u t  no c o n s p i r a c y .  The government i s  t h e  b i g g e s t  

c o n s p i r a c y  on e a r t h .  They see  a m i r r o r  image o f  them­

s e l v e s  i n  e v e ry  p r o b l e m ."  (p.  2 6 ) .
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P l a n c i a k  ( 1 9 8 5 )  n o t e s  i n  s p e a k i n g  o f  h a v i n g  a 

s p e c i a l  m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  f o r  a r i g h t - w i n g  e x t r e m i s t  

k i l l e d  i n  a s h o o t o u t  w i th  t h e  FBI,  M i le s  s a y s  " I  t h i n k  

i t ' s  a good  i d e a .  Why n o t  a memorial  f o r  someone who 

p r a c t i c e d  what  he p r e a c h e d ? "  (p .  H-3)

T o d a y 's  Klan c o n t i n u e s  t o  p e r p e t r a t e  v i o l e n t  a c t s  on

American c i t i z e n s .  In  November, 1984,  a F e d e r a l  j u r y  i n  

A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g i a ,  c o n v i c t e d  t h r e e  Ku Klux Klan members o f  

c i v i l  r i g h t s '  v i o l a t i o n s  i n  what t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  c a l l e d  

r a c i a l l y - m o t i v a t e d  b e a t i n g s  i n  W es te rn  G e o rg ia  i n  1982 

and 1983 (New York Times, 1984) . In  J u n e ,  1984, a c i v i l  

s u i t  was f i l e d  by a N or th  C a r o l i n a  p r i s o n  g u a r d ,  who i s  

b l a c k ,  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  Ku Klux Klan i n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  

o p e r a t e s  a p a r a m i l i t a r y  army w i th  more th a n  300 members. 

The s u i t  c la im e d  h a ra s s m e n t  and t h r e a t s  by t h e  Klan (New 

York Tim es ,  1 9 8 4 ) .

In  May 1984,  a F e d e r a l  D i s t r i c t  Judge  i n  Birmingham, 

A l a b a m a ,  r e m o v e d  h i m s e l f  f ro m  a t r i a l  o f  n i n e  K lan  

members b e c a u s e  he was warned t h a t  h i s  name once a p p e a re d  

on a Klan " h i t  l i s t "  f o r  a s s a s s i n a t i o n .  The n i n e  K la n s -  

men w e r e  a c c u s e d  o f  a t t a c k i n g  b l a c k  c i v i l  r i g h t s  

d e m o n s t r a t o r s  i n  May, 1979 (New York T im es ,  1983) .

In  1979,  f i v e  communist  d e m o n s t r a t o r s  were  k i l l e d  i n  

a G re e n s b o r o ,  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  gun b a t t l e  w i t h  Ku Klux Klan 

and American Nazi  p a r t y  members ( T a y l o r ,  19 84 ) .
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As w i t h  t h e  Aryan N a t i o n ,  t h e  Klan has  been  l i n k e d  

w i th  a number o f  o t h e r  r i g h t - w i n g  e x t r e m i s t  g r o u p s .  FBI 

o f f i c i a l  C e c i l  Moses a d v i s e d  t h a t  f u g i t i v e  Alabama c h u rc h  

bom ber  J .  B. S t o n e r  had been  t r a c k e d  t o  t h e  S o u th w e s t ,  

w h e re  h i s  t r a i l  was i n t r i g u i n g l y  l i n k e d  w i t h  t h a t  o f  a 

f u g i t i v e  P o s s e  C o m i ta tu s  member a c c u s e d  o f  k i l l i n g  two 

U.S. M a rsh a l s  i n  a N or th  Dakota  gun b a t t l e .  Moses s a i d  

t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  t r a c k i n g  b o th  men, i n c r e a s i n g l y  found  

Ku Klux Klan members and o t h e r  r i g h t - w i n g  e x t r e m i s t s  who 

knew them b o t h  (Rose, 19 8 3 ) .

T h e  a b o v e  e x a m p l e s  show t h a t  t h e  Ku Klux  K la n  

c o n t i n u e s  t o  o p e r a t e .  Many i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b e l i e v e  

t h e  Klan i s  a t h i n g  o f  t h e  p a s t .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  

K l a n  t o d a y  c a n  be  f o u n d  i n  a l l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  our  p r i s o n s  and t h e  armed f o r c e s .

L i t t l e  d a t a  can  be found on Klan i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

armed f o r c e s  and p r i s o n  p o p u l a t i o n  b u t  r e p o r t s  c o n t i n u e  

t o  r e a c h  f e d e r a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  a b o u t  Klan l i t e r a t u r e  and 

p a r a p h e r n a l i a  f o u n d  i n  m i l i t a r y  b a r r a c k s  and p r i s o n  

f a c i l i t i e s .  The S e c r e t a r i e s  o f  t h e  Armed F o rc e s  have 

c o n s i d e r e d  i t  p r u d e n t  t o  p u b l i s h  o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y  w a rn in g s  

p r o h i b i t i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  g r o u p s  a d v o c a t i n g  r a c i a l  

h a t r e d .  D o c t r i n e s  o f  h a t r e d  c o n t i n u e  t o  be p re a c h e d  by 

K l a n  l e a d e r s  a n d  p e o p l e  c o n t i n u e  t o  be  i n j u r e d  and  

k i l l e d .  I t  i s  a l s o  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  Klan has  found  a 

s y m p a th e t i c  e a r  i n  o t h e r  r i g h t - w i n g  g ro u p s  l i k e  t h e  Aryan 

N a t io n  and t h e  P os se  C o m i t a tu s .
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The Posse Comitatus

The P o s s e  C o m ita tu s  i s  a l o o s e l y - k n i t ,  u l t r a - r i g h t  

g r o u p  l e d  by Jam es  P .  W i c k s t r o m .  I t  b e g a n  a t  l e a s t  

f i f t e e n  y e a r s  ago i n  t h e  f a r  West and has  moved e a s t w a r d  

t h r o u g h  t h e  R ock ies  and i n t o  t h e  r i c h  f a r m la n d s  o f  t h e  

M i d w e s t .  L e a d e r s  c la im  i t  h a s  a d h e r e n t s  i n  a l l  s t a t e s  

e x c e p t  H a w a i i .  The P os se  b u r s t  i n t o  n o t o r i e t y  when two 

U.S.  M a rsh a ls  were k i l l e d  t r y i n g  t o  a r r e s t  member Gordon 

K ahl  on F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  1 9 8 3 ,  i n  N or th  Dakota  (P ro chn au ,

1983) .

On A p r i l  2 4 ,  1 9 8 3 ,  " T h e  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n "

n e w s p a p e r  d e s c r i b e d  members  o f  t h e  Po sse  C o m i t a tu s  a s  

p e o p l e  who p a i n t  t h e m s e lv e s  a s  p a t r i o t s  op p os in g  u n j u s t  

U .S .  t a x e s  l i k e  t h o s e  a t  t h e  B os ton  Tea P a r t y .  The c r e e d  

o f  t h e  P o s s e  C o m i t a t u s  i n c l u d e s  h a t r e d  o f  J e w s ,  

Communis ts ,  b l a c k s ,  im m ig ran ts  and t h e  governm ent  (King,

1983) .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  n o t  p a y in g  t a x e s ,  t h e  Posse  C o m i t a tu s  

h as  b een  making p l a n s  t o  b e g i n  i t s  own c i t y - g o v e r n m e n t . 

A l p i n e  C ounty ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  r e s i s t e d  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  P o s se  

C o m i t a t u s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i v e  " c o n s t i t u t i o n  

c i t y "  on 600 a c r e s  o f  land  i n  t h e  h ig h  S i e r r a s .  I t  would 

have been  a  t h i r t y - f i v e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  p r o j e c t  which  was 

m a s t e r m i n d e d  by Posse  l e a d e r  F r a n c i s  G i l l i n g s .  " C o n s t i ­

t u t i o n  C i t y "  was t o  have housed  200 f a m i l i e s ,  have  i t s
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own b an k ,  b u s i n e s s  and sch o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

would pay no t a x e s .  The p r o j e c t  g a in e d  im p e tu s  from t h e  

c a m p a ig n  o f  P o s s e - b a c k e d  J o h n  E. B uras  f o r  S h e r i f f  o f  

A l p i n e  C o u n t y .  P o s s e  C o m i t a t u s  r e c o g n i z e s  c o u n t y  

s h e r i f f s  a s  t h e  o n ly  l e g i t i m a t e  law e n fo r c e m e n t  a u t h o r i t y  

i n  t h e  U n i ted  S t a t e s .  A g ran d  j u r y  p ro b e  to o k  p l a c e  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  i f  P o s s e  members had "padded" e l e c t i o n  p o l l s  

w i th  n o n - e x i s t e n t  v o t e r s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S h e r i f f  c a n d i d a t e  

Buras  (Los A n g e les  T im es ,  19 78 ) .

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o te  t h a t  t h e  c o u n ty  s h e r i f f  i s  

o n ly  c o n s i d e r e d  l e g i t i m a t e  i f  he i s  a member o r  s u p p o r t e r  

o f  Po sse  C o m i t a tu s .

P o s s e  C o m i t a t u s  m e m b e r s  f r e q u e n t l y  c a r r y  o u t  

c a m p a i g n s  o f  h a r a s s m e n t  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e i r  a im s .  P o s se  

l e a d e r  G i l l i n g s  was s e n t e n c e d  t o  90 d a y s  i n  j a i l  and 

t h r e e  y e a r s '  p r o b a t i o n  f o r  a s s a u l t i n g  a s h e r i f f ' s  d e p u ty .  

The a s s a u l t  r e s u l t e d  when members o f  P o s se  C o m i t a tu s ,  i n  

t r y i n g  t o  k e e p  U n i t e d  Farm W o rk e r s  o r g a n i z e r s  f ro m  

e n t e r i n g  a f i e l d ,  w e r e  a p p r o a c h e d  by d e p u t i e s  and  

G i l l i n g s  c l a i m i n g  t o  a c c i d e n t a l l y  t r i p ,  d i s c h a r g e d  h i s  

s h o t g u n ,  c a u s i n g  a c o n c u s s i o n  t o  t h e  d e p u t y  ( S a n  

F r a n c i s c o  C h r o n i c l e ,  1 9 7 6 ) .

The P o s s e  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d e f e a t i n g  

an y  l a b o r  movement i n  fa rm in g  com m uni t ies  a s  t h e  Po sse  

had  i t s  r o o t s  i n  t h e  s t r o n g  i n d e p e n d e n t  f a m i l y  farm in
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t h e  M i d w e s t  a n d  W e s t  a n d  e a r l y  P o s s e  members w e r e  

s t r o n g l y  a n t i - u n i o n  in  t h e i r  v i e w s .

The P o s se  C o m ita tu s  does  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  b r o a d c a s t  

i t s  m e s s a g e  o f  h a t e .  I n  Dodge C i t y ,  K a n s a s ,  r a d i o  

s t a t i o n  KTTL-FM, r u n  b y  C h a r l i e  and  N e l l i e  B a b b s ,  

b r o a d c a s t s  t h e  P o s s e  " l i n e "  a g a i n s t  b l a c k s ,  Jews and 

o t h e r  g r o u p s .  S e n a to r  R o b e r t  Dole and Kansas A t t o r n e y  

G e n e r a l  R o b e r t  S te p h an  have p r o t e s t e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

KTTL-FM, b u t  t h e  FCC warns t h a t  l i c e n s e  r e v o c a t i o n  would 

be  d i f f i c u l t ,  g i v e n  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g u a r a n t e e  o f  f r e e -  

speech  (K ing ,  1983) .

Today,  t h e  "Aryan N a t io n  Hour" can be found on r a d i o  

KZZI,  S a l t  Lake C i t y ,  U tah .  The Aryan N a t io n  s u p p o r t s  

t h e  P o s se  C o m i ta tu s  ove r  t h e  r a d i o  waves (R obb ins ,  1987) .

With i t s  a n t i - t a x  s t a n c e ,  P o s s e  C o m ita tu s  c o n s t a n t l y  

h a s  " r u n - i n s "  w i t h  I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  S e r v i c e  o f f i c e r s .  

The P o s se  f r e q u e n t l y  communicates  t h r e a t s  t o  IRS a g e n t s .  

IRS p e r s o n n e l  i n  New E n g la n d  h a v e  b e e n  w a rn e d  a b o u t  

p o t e n t i a l  d a n g e r  from t h e  P o s s e .  The IRS had d e v e lo p e d  

i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  P o s se  had p l a n s  t o  k id n ap  and m urder  

IRS e m p lo y ee s .  A t t a c k s  and t h r e a t s  a g a i n s t  IRS p e r s o n n e l  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  e s c a l a t e  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  (Causey, 1 9 8 0 ) .  

IRS a g e n t s  have found Posse  l i t e r a t u r e  c a l l i n g  f o r  d e a t h  

t o  IRS em ployees  and t h e y  u s u a l l y  meet w i t h  t h r e a t s  when 

c o n f r o n t i n g  P o s se  s y m p a t h i z e r s .
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E v e n t u a l l y ,  t h e  t h r e a t s  and a s s a u l t s  l e d  t o  f u r t h e r  

v i o l e n c e  and i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1983, Gordon Kahl m urdered  two 

U.S . M arsh a ls  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  a r r e s t  him f o r  t a x  e v a s i o n .

Kahl  rem a in e d  a b a d l y —w anted  f u g i t i v e ,  p u r s u e d  by 

f e d e r a l  a g e n t s  t o  v a r i o u s  h i d e o u t s .  In  F e b r u a r y ,  1983, 

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  two M a r s h a l s  were k i l l e d ,  a b o u t  100 

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  an d  a g e n t s ,  u s i n g  a N a t i o n a l  G uard  

a rmored  p e r s o n n e l  c a r r i e r  and f i r i n g  t e a r g a s ,  a s s a u l t e d  a 

fa rm house  i n  H ea ton ,  N o r th  Dakota i n  a f u t i l e  e f f o r t  t o  

a r r e s t  K a h l .  F i n a l l y ,  Kahl was t r a c k e d  t o  S m i t h v i l l e ,  

A r k a n s a s ,  when he  was k i l l e d  i n  a gun b a t t l e  w i t h  law 

e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s .  S h e r i f f  Gene Matthews was k i l l e d  

i n  s h o o t - o u t  and K a h l ' s  body was b a d ly  bu rn ed  i n  a f i r e  

s t a r t e d  by t e a r g a s  c a n i s t e r s .  Two Po sse  members were 

a r r e s t e d  f o r  h a r b o r i n g  Kahl  ( U .S .  Government R e c o rd s ,

1984) .

A f t e r  K a h l ' s  d e a t h ,  u n f a v o r a b l e  n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c i t y  

and i n t e n s i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  FBI and IRS c a u s e d  t h e  

P o s se  C o m ita tu s  t o  d i m i n i s h  i n  s i z e  and i m p o r t a n c e .  Some 

o f  i t s  members d r i f t e d  t o  t h e  newly-fo rm ed  Aryan N a t i o n .  

B u t  P o s s e  l e a d e r  D o n a ld  M in ie c h e s k e ,  r e c e n t l y  r e l e a s e d  

a f t e r  e l e v e n  months i n  a W iscons in  p r i s o n ,  i n s i s t s  t h a t  

t h e  P o s s e  C o m i t a t u s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  f l o u r i s h - - o n l y  

u nd e rg ro u n d  ( S t a r r ,  1985) .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



In v o lv em en t  With Law E n fo rcem en t

52

A r e v i e w  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  c l e a r l y  shows t h e  a t t i t u d e  

o f  t h e  "new" r i g h t - w i n g  toward  law e n fo r c e m e n t  i n c l u d i n g  

l o c a l ,  s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  o f f i c e r s .

The new r i g h t  r e j e c t s  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y  

o f  law e n fo r c e m e n t  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  governm ent  

i s  d o m i n a t e d  by Z i o n i s t s  and t h e  governm ent  i s  one o f  

enemy o c c u p a t i o n .  I f  one  c a n  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  c l a im  t h e  

g o v e rn m e n t  i s  i l l e g i t i m a t e ,  t h e n  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  law 

e n fo rc e m e n t  can  be c a r r i e d  o u t  w i th  z e a l .  T h is  e x p l a i n s  

t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  new r i g h t  i n  t h e i r  a t t a c k s  on 

law e n f o r c e m e n t .

No l o n g e r  do t h e s e  g r o u p s  l o o k  f o r  members  and  

s u p p o r t e r s  i n  t h e  law e n fo rc e m e n t  community . Now t h e i r  

g o a l  i s  t o  " n e u t r a l i z e "  law e n fo rc e m e n t  as  we know i t .

In  t h e  Aryan N a t io n  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  War and R u les  o f  

Engagement  i t  i s  s t a t e d :  " i f  t h e  a g e n t s  o f  ZOG h a r a s s  o r

i n j u r e  o u r  n o n - c o m b a ta n t s ,  such  as  women, c h i l d r e n ,  aged 

o r  i n f i r m e d ,  we w i l l  r e t u r n  i n j u r y  f o r  i n j u r y . "  (p .  19) 

I t  a l s o  s t a t e s :  "Any l o c a l  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r ,  s t a t e

p a t r o l m a n  o r  o t h e r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l  who 

c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  a g e n t s  o f  ZOG and i n j u r e s  u s  i n  any 

way w i l l  be  r e g a r d e d  a s  c o m b a ta n t s .  Those who do n o t  

w i l l  be r e g a r d e d  a s  n o n - c o m b a ta n t s . "  (p .  19)
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The "Washington  P o s t "  on December 18, 1984, q u o t e s  

t h e  FBI a s  l i n k i n g  t h e  Aryan N a t i o n  t o  a s s a u l t s  on FBI 

a g e n t s  (T h o rn to n  & R e id ,  1 9 8 4 ) .

The  new Ku K l u x  K l a n  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  l i n k e d  t o  

v i o l e n c e  t o w a r d  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s .  A K la n  

f u g i t i v e  h a s  b e en  l i n k e d  t o  a f u g i t i v e  Po sse  C o m i t a tu s  

member a c c u s e d  o f  k i l l i n g  two U .S .  M arsh a ls  i n  a N o r th  

Dakota  gun b a t t l e .  Both f u g i t i v e s  were l i n k e d  t o  Ku Klux 

Klan members i n  t h e  So u th w es t  (Rose ,  19 8 3 ) .

P o s s e  C o m i t a t u s  m e m b e r  G o r d o n  K a h l  w a s  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r g e d  w i t h  k i l l i n g  t h e  U .S .  M a r s h a l s  on 

F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  1983 ( P r o c h n a u ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  P o s s e  C o m i t a t u s  

l e a d e r  F r a n c i s  G i l l i n g s  w as  s e n t e n c e d  t o  j a i l  f o r  

a s s a u l t i n g  a s h e r i f f ' s  d e p u ty  (San F r a n c i s c o  C h r o n i c l e ,  

1 9 7 6 ) .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  Po sse  C o m i ta tu s  members c o n s t a n t l y  

h a v e  a l t e r c a t i o n s  w i t h  I n t e r n a l  Revenue S e r v i c e  a g e n t s  

a n d  a r e  know n  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h r e a t s  t o  t h e  IRS 

e m p lo y ee s .  These  t h r e a t s  and a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  IRS p e r s o n ­

n e l  have e s c a l a t e d  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  (Causey,  19 80 ) .  When 

law e n f o r c e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l  f i n a l l y  t r a c k e d  down Gordon 

K a h l ,  h e  was k i l l e d  i n  a v i o l e n t  s h o o t - o u t ,  b u t  a l s o  

k i l l e d  was S h e r i f f  Gene Matthews (New York Times,  1983) .

F i n a l l y ,  a s  m e n t io n e d  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h i s  

s t u d y ,  O rd e r  member R o b e r t  Matthews h e ld  o f f  FBI a g e n t s  

f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one and o n e - h a l f  days  b e f o r e  f i n a l l y  

succumbing t o  t h e  FBI a s s a u l t s .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



A ll  t h e  above exam ples  show t h a t  t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  

h a s  no  i n t e r e s t  i n  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  s u p p o r t  b u t  i s  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  fo rm ing  a "new" c o u n t r y  w i t h  law e n f o r c e ­

ment c r e a t e d  by t h e  new r i g h t  i t s e l f .

R e c a l l i n g  o ld  r i g h t - w i n g  i d e o l o g i e s ,  i t  can  be seen  

t h a t  t h e  o ld  r i g h t ' s  d e s i r e  was t o  enhance  t h e  American 

g o v e r n m e n t  b y  " i m p r o v i n g  on  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m . "  

A pp ea ls  were made b a se d  on n a t i v i s m ,  p a t r i o t i s m  and t h e  

e x i s t i n g  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s .  The  

s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  p e r s o n s  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  o ld  

r i g h t - w i n g  m eshed  v e r y  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  law 

e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  t im e .

In  compar ing  t h e  o l d  and new r i g h t - w i n g  i d e o l o g i e s ,  

i t  c an  be seen  t h a t  t h e  o l d  r i g h t - w i n g  had an i n t e r e s t  i n  

a t t r a c t i n g  law e n fo r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  t o  i t s  g ro u p s  w h i l e  

t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  d e s i r e s  t o  d e s t r o y  law e n f o r c e m e n t  as  

i t  e x i s t s  t o d a y .

The r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  t h e s e  t y p e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i s  an  

a d d i t i o n a l  and s i g n i f i c a n t  d e p a r t u r e  from t h o s e  r e c r u i t e d  

by t h e  o ld  r i g h t - w i n g .  The o ld  r i g h t - w i n g  a t t e m p t e d  t o  

r e c r u i t  l o w e r  c l a s s  p e r s o n s ,  b u t  t h o s e  were n o t  found  

among t h e  more d a n g e ro u s  e l e m e n t s  i n  s o c i e t y .  The o l d  

r i g h t  r e c r u i t s  t e n d e d  t o  be  p o o r ,  u n e d u c a te d  and e a s i l y  

l e d  b u t  n o t  b e a r i n g  c o n te m p t  f o r  t h e  governm en t ;  i n  f a c t ,  

t h e  o l d  r i g h t  r e c r u i t s  f e l t  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  A m erica ,  b u t  

b e l i e v e d  America c o u ld  be  b e t t e r  w i th  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e
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o l d  r i g h t  p r o g r a m s .  C u r r e n t  r i g h t - w i n g  membership i s  

much f a r t h e r  removed from t h e  main s t r e a m  o f  s o c i e t y  and 

se e  t h e  o n ly  s a l v a t i o n  f o r  America t o  be  i t s  d e s t r u c t i o n  

in  i t s  p r e s e n t  fo rm .

I t  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  new r a d i c a l  r i g h t ' s  

h o s t i l i t y  tow ard  a u t h o r i t y  may, i n  p a r t ,  r e f l e c t  t h e  o ld  

r i g h t - w i n g ' s  e t h n i c ,  r a c i a l  and  r e l i g i o u s  h a t r e d s  now 

f a c i n g  a p o l i t i c a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  f i r m l y  l e a d i n g  o u r  

s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  o f f i c i a l l y  s a n c t i o n e d  and  

t o l e r a t e d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and p r e j u d i c e .

The new r i g h t - w i n g  g ro u p s  p r e f e r  t o  r e c r u i t  weapons-  

- t r a i n e d  members from v i o l e n t  and c y n i c a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  

t h e  p r i s o n  p o p u l a t i o n  and from t h e  v a r i o u s  b r a n c h e s  o f  

t h e  U .S .  M i l i t a r y .  These  p e r s o n s  t e n d  t o  be  a n g ry  and 

con tem ptuous  i n  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  t o  t h e  U.S.  governm ent  and 

a r e  c a p a b l e  and w i l l i n g  t o  do v i o l e n t  a c t s  i n  f u r t h e r a n c e  

o f  t h e  r a d i c a l  r i g h t - w i n g  "ca u se "  t h e y  s e r v e .
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CHAPTER IV

CONCLUSION -  A DAMAGE ASSESSMENT

Comparison Between Old and New 
R ight-W ing  Groups

Much o f  t h e  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  t h e  o l d  and new r i g h t - w i n g  

e x t r e m i s t  g ro u p s  i s  v e ry  s i m i l a r .  An e x a m in a t io n  o f  b o t h  

o l d  an d  new r i g h t  g r o u p s  r e v e a l s  a number  o f  common 

p o i n t s .

M ora l ism  and r e l i g i o u s  fu n d a m e n ta l i s m  a r e  common t o  

a l l  s u c h  r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s .  A m o r a l i s t i c  n o t e  i s  t h e  

c e n t r a l  theme f o r  t h e  f a r  r i g h t - w i n g  and t h a t  t h i s  m o r a l ­

i s t i c  n o t e  i s  r e g u l a r l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  In  

a d d i t i o n ,  one  o f  t h e  p r i m e  s o u r c e s  f o r  e x t r e m i s m  i s  

r e l i g i o u s  fu n d a m e n ta l i s m .

I n  H o f s t a d t e r  (1965)  s t u d y  h e  e m p h a s i z e s  f u n d a ­

m e n t a l i s m  a s  a  r e l i g i o u s  s t y l e  p r e d i s p o s e d  t o  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i o n .  R ig h t -w in g  g ro up s  have a lw ay s  been  a haven f o r  

p r e a c h e r s ,  e x - p r e a c h e r s  and so n s  o f  p r e a c h e r s  and w e l l  

f i t  t h e  s t y l e  o f  e v a n g e l i c a l  r e v i v a l i s t s .  So i t  i s  t h a t  

i n  t h e  i 9 2 0 s ,  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  l e a d e r s  gave s u b s t a n t i a l  

s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  Ku Klux K lan ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  S o u th .  

Prom 19 2 2 t o  19 28,  t w e n t y - s i x  o u t  o f  t h i r t y - n i n e  a n t i -  

C a t h o l i c  l e c t u r e r s  employed by t h e  Klan were fundamen­

t a l i s t  P r o t e s t a n t  m i n i s t e r .  S i x t e e n  o f  t h e s e  m i n i s t e r s
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were  a l s o  Klan o f f i c i a l s .  Klansmen were commonly e n t e r ­

t a i n e d  i n  t h e  homes o f  t h e s e  m i n i s t e r s  and c h u rc h e s  were 

u sed  f o r  Klan m e e t in g .  Two c h i e f  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Klan had 

f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  b a c k g r o u n d .  C o lo n e l  W il l iam  J .  Simmons 

had b een  a r e l i g i o u s  camp m e e t in g  e x h o r t e r  and Edward Y. 

C l a r k e  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  movement a f t e r  

q u i t t i n g  t h e  K lan .

Today,  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  church-movement  

c o n n e c t i o n ,  R ic h a rd  Gwint B u t l e r ,  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  Aryan 

N a t i o n  s t y l e s  h i m s e l f  a s  t h e  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  Church o f  

J e s u s  C h r i s t  C h r i s t i a n .  R o b e r t  M i le s  o f  M ich igan ,  now 

a f f i l i a t e d  w i th  t h e  Aryan N a t i o n ,  and a fo rm er  l e a d e r  o f  

t h e  Ku Klux Klan c a l l s  h i m s e l f  t h e  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  M ounta in  

Church ( H a r r i s ,  1985) .

H o w e v e r ,  a s  t h i s  s t u d y  h a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  t h e  new 

r i g h t  e x t r e m i s t  g r o u p s  i n  A m e r ic a  r e j e c t  t r a d i t i o n a l  

r e l i g i o u s  and p a t r i o t i c  symbols w h i l e  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t i n g  

t h o s e  o f  o u r  German enemy i n  World War I I .  O b s e r v e r s  o f  

t h e s e  e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t - w i n g  g ro u p s  to d a y  n o te  t h e  u s e  o f  

t h e  s w a s t i k a ,  t h e  l i g h t e n i n g  b o l t  and  t h e  N a z i - l i k e  

u n i f o r m s  i n  p r e p o n d e r a n c e  a t  r i g h t - w i n g  e x t r e m i s t  

m e e t i n g s .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e y  i n t r o d u c e  r e l i g i o u s  symbols  

c o n s i d e r e d  p a g a n  by t h e  e v a n g e l i c  and f u n d a m e n t a l i s t i c  

c h u r c h e s  which d i d  so much t o  n u r t u r e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r i g h t  

ex t re m ism  i n  t h e  U n i ted  S t a t e s .  F r e q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  

t h u n d e r  and  l i g h t e n i n g  and  u s a g e  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  Norse
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G o d s ,  Tho and O d in  i s  common t o  many o f  t h e  e x t r e m i s t  

r i g h t - w i n g  g ro u p s  i n  t h e  U.S . t o d a y .  T h is  can  be s e en  as  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  a s e l f - l i m i t i n g  component  i n  t h e  new r i g h t -  

w in g  e x t r e m i s t s ,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l i e n a t i n g  them from a 

newly i n t e g r a t e d  American Fundam en ta l i sm .

F u r t h e r ,  t h e  c h u r c h e s  t h e m s e lv e s  have  c h a n g e d ,  no 

l o n g e r  d oes  a n t i - S e m i t i c  and a n t i - R o m a n i s t  r h e t o r i c  c a r r y  

t h e  same w e i g h t .  The C a t h o l i c  and E v a n g e l i c a l  p u b l i c  

s t a n c e s  i n c l u d e  c o o p e r a t i o n  on a r a n g e  o f  moral  i s s u e s  

t h e  b e s t  e x a m p le  b e i n g  a b o r t i o n .  While  i t  i s  a  r e l a ­

t i v e l y  s h a l l o w  i s s u e ,  many o f  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  

p r e a c h e r s  to d a y  s e e  a s u r g e n t  I s r a e l  a s  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  

o f  t h e i r  e s c h a t o l o g y .  T h is  r e d u c t i o n  (or  r e o r i e n t a t i o n )  

o f  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  b i g o t r y  a l s o  t e n d s  t o  i s o l a t e  t h e  new 

e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t  which p e r s i s t s  i n  e m p h a s iz in g  t r a d i t i o n a l  

forms o f  b i g o t r y .  While  t h e  new f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s  a r e  n o t  

o f f e n d e d  by such  b i g o t r y ,  i t  i s  no l o n g e r  (and n o t  new) a 

p o i n t  o f  a t t r a c t i o n .

A second  b e l i e f  common t o  American r i g h t - w i n g  g ro u p s  

i s  a n  a l l  e m b r a c i n g  c o n s p i r a c y  t h e o r y .  E x t r e m i s t  

p o l i t i c s  i s  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  d e s p a i r  and b a c k l a s h  r a t h e r  

t h a n  t h w a r t e d  p r o g r e s s .  The c o n s p i r a c y  t h e o r y  which 

comes f ro m  t h i s  d e s p a i r  h a s  a d i s t i n c t i v e  c o n c e p t u a l  

m o d e l  o f  i t s  own. A u t h o r s  s u c h  a s  B e l l  (1964)  and  

H o f s t a d t e r  (1965) as  w e l l  a s  L i p s e t  and Raab (1978) a l s o  

em phas ize  t h e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  a c o n s p i r a c y  t h e o r y  t o  r i g h t -  

wing g r o u p s .
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C e r t a i n  f u n d a m e n ta l  s i m i l a r i t i e s  r em a in  be tw een  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  and new r i g h t - w i n g  e x t r e m i s t  g r o u p s .  These 

e l e m e n t s  a r e  s o c i a l  p a r a n o i a  a n d  s t a t u s  a n x i e t y .  

H o f s t a d t e r  (1965) t e l l s  us o f  common f e e l i n g s  o f  p e r s e ­

c u t i o n  i n  t h e  e x t r e m e  r i g h t - w i n g  and s e t s  o u t  a b e l i e f  i n  

a s u s t a i n e d  c o n s p i r a c y  a s  one o f  t h e  t h r e e  main t e n e t s  o f  

r i g h t - w i n g  t h o u g h t .  He a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  

e le m e n t  i n  t h e  p a r a n o i d  s t y l e  o f  p o l i t i c s  i s  t h e  b e l i e f  

in  a v a s t  and s i n i s t e r  c o n s p i r a c y .

A t h i r d  common e le m e n t  t o  r i g h t - w i n g  g ro u p s  i n  t h e  

U n i ted  S t a t e s  i s  s t a t u s  a n x i e t y .  H o f s t a d t e r  (1965) and 

B e l l  (1964)  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  s t a t u s  a n x i e t y  

a n d  s t a t u s  r e s e n t m e n t  t o  t h e  p s e u d o - c o n s e r v a t i v e  

movement.

T h is  s t u d y  h as  shown t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  fu n d a m e n ta l i s m ,  

m ora l i sm ,  b e l i e f  i n  a c o n s p i r a c y  and s t a t u s  a n x i e t y  a r e  

common t o  t h e  o l d  and new r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s .  A common 

m o r a l i s t i c  a n d  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  can  be 

f o u n d  i n  t h e  o l d  Ku Klux  K la n  a n d  t h e  c u r r e n t  A ryan  

N a t i o n .  The P o s s e  C o m ita tu s  and t h e  new Ku Klux Klan a r e  

c e r t a i n l y  d o m i n a t e d  by m o r a l i s t i c  a n d  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  

l e a d e r s  and a c t i v i s t s .

The K l a n ,  b o t h  o l d  and new, A r y a n  N a t i o n ,  P o s s e  

C o m i ta tu s ,  B la c k  Leg ion  and APA a l l  have  s t r o n g  b e l i e f s  

in  a " g r e a t  c o n s p i r a c y "  a g a i n s t  t h e  American p e o p l e .  The 

c o n s p i r a c y  g e n e r a l l y  i s  dom inated  by J e w s ,  b u t  b l a c k s  and
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C a t h o l i c s  c an  a l s o  be p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  and some­

t im e s  become t h e  dom inan t  c o n c e r n .  T h is  l e a d s  t o  a  t o t a l  

d i s t r u s t  and d i s o b e d i e n c e  t o  t h e  U n i ted  S t a t e s  Government 

by t h e  r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s .  The P o sse  C o m ita tu s  u r g e s  i t s  

members and t h e  American p e o p le  n o t  t o  pay t a x e s  t o  t h e  

Z i o n i s t  dom ina ted  gove rnm en t .  S t a t u s  a n x i e t y  i s  a l s o  a 

common t h r e a d  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s  

exam in ed .  The B lack  L eg ion  f e a r e d  t h e  l a b o r  u n i o n s  and 

t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  number o f  Roman C a t h o l i c  w o r k e r s ,  p a r t i ­

c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  a u t o m o t i v e  i n d u s t r y .  The APA e x i s t e d  

b e c a u s e  o f  c o n c e r n s  f o r  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  number o f  Roman 

C a t h o l i c  i m m i g r a n t s  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a nd  t h e i r  

a b i l i t y  t o  e a r n  p l a c e s  o f  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  work f o r c e  and 

i n  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s .  The s e m i - i l l i t e r a t e  worker  who came 

t o  t h e  c i t i e s  from t h e  r u r a l  Sou th  i n c r e a s i n g l y  became 

a n x io u s  a s  more Roman C a t h o l i c  im m ig ra n t s  j o i n e d  him i n  

t h e  work p l a c e .

An a d d i t i o n a l  common p o i n t  be tw een  t h e  o l d  r i g h t -  

wing g ro u p s  and new r i g h t - w i n g  g ro u p s  a r e  c e r t a i n  p o i n t s  

o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n v e r g e n c e .  Both t h e  o ld  and t h e  new 

r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s  b e l i e v e  i n  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  w h i t e  

r a c e .  Both  g ro u p s  have a d a p t e d  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  

t o  f i t  t h e i r  r a c i s t ,  a n t i - s e m i t i c  n a t i v i s t  v i e w s .  The 

o l d  r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s  a d a p t e d  C h r i s t i a n  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  

b e l i e f s  t o  f i t  t h e i r  r a c i s m ,  a n t i - C a t h o l i c ,  a n t i - s e m i t i c  

an d  n a t i v i s t  b i g o t r y ;  a n d  t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s
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g e n e r a l l y  e s p o u s e d  t h e  " i d e n t i t y "  p h i l o s o p h y  s t a t i n g  

b a s i c a l l y  t h a t  w h i t e s ,  n o t  Jew s ,  ( b l a c k s ,  e t c . )  a r e  G od 's  

ch o sen  p e o p le  and t h a t  t h e  Jews a r e  t h e  c h o se n  o f  S a t a n .  

The I d e n t i t y  p h i l o s o p h y  s e e s  b o t h  Jew s  a n d  B la c k s  a s  

u n c l e a n  and even  l e s s  t h a n  human. To I d e n t i t y  b e l i e v e r s ,  

o n ly  w h i t e s  can be t r u l y  " C h r i s t i a n "  and o f  c o u r s e  Jew s ,  

n o t  b e i n g  C h r i s t i a n ,  a r e  t o t a l l y  e l i m i n a t e d  f r o m  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

Both t h e  o l d  and new r i g h t - w i n g  r e l i s h  t h e  d i s p l a y  

o f  p r e t e n t i o u s  sy m b o ls .  The o ld  r i g h t - w i n g  g ro u p s  such 

a s  t h e  Ku K lux  K la n  a n d  t h e  B l a c k  L e g io n  made u se  o f  

h o o d s ,  r o b e s ,  t h e  American f l a g  (and t h e  S t a r s  and B a r s ) , 

and b u r n i n g  c r o s s e s ;  and t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  g ro u p s  such  

a s  t h e  A ryan  N a t i o n  u t i l i z e  a s e t  o f  n e o -N a z i  symbols 

s u c h  a s  t h e  d o u b l e  l i g h t e n i n g  b o l t ,  s w a s t i k a ,  t h e  Nazi  

s a l u t e  and c e re m o n ie s  u t i l i z i n g  a sword and b lo o d  o a t h s .  

F o r  b o t h  t h e  o l d  a nd  t h e  new r i g h t ,  t h e  h o o d s ,  r o b e s ,  

b u r n i n g  c r o s s e s  and symbols  were o f t e n  f u n c t i o n a l  i n  a 

most d i r e c t  s e n s e ,  t o  mask i d e n t i t y  and i n s t i l l  f e a r  and 

aw e.  B u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  demand a t t e n t i o n .  The new 

r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s ,  a l t h o u g h  avowedly C h r i s t i a n s ,  t e n d  t o  

c i t e  t h e  o ld  N orse  Gods a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  c e r e m o n ie s  a s  

n o t e d  a b o v e .  And a s  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  symbols  o f  t h e  new 

e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  drawn from e x t r a - C h r i s t i a n  

s o u r c e s ;  t h e  s e c u l a r  symbols  a r e  commonly i m i t a t i o n s  o f  

fo rm er  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o e s  o f  th e  U n i ted  S t a t e s .
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An o b s e r v e r  o f  A ryan  N a t i o n  i n d u c t i o n  ce rem o n ie s  

would s e e  i n  fo rm ,  a t  l e a s t ,  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

C h r i s t i a n  a p p e a l  t o  God t o  b l e s s  t h e  new " A r y a n  

W a r r i o r s " .  H o w ev e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l i e n  e l e m e n t s .  The 

c h u rc h  i s  d e c o r a t e d  w i th  "V o lk i sh "  symbols i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

l i g h t e n i n g  b o l t .  The m i n i s t e r  f o r m a l l y  i n d u c t s  t h e  new 

members u t i l i z i n g  a l a r g e  sword which  i s  p l a c e d  on each  

new member 's  s h o u l d e r  a s  t h e y  a r e  sworn t o  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  

A ryan  N a t i o n .  An o u t s i d e  o b s e r v e r  would c o n s i d e r  t h e  

e n t i r e  c e r e m o n y  t o  be  l u d i c r o u s  b u t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

a p p e a r  t o  be  t o t a l l y  s e r i o u s ,  and t h e  e n t i r e  r i t u a l  i s  

l a c e d  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  s p i r i t  u t i l i z i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  and 

f a b r i c a t e d  r e l i g i o u s  symbols .

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  much o f  t h i s  r e l i g i o u s l y  and  

p o l i t i c a l l y  a l i e n ,  f e u d i n g  t o  d i s a s s o c i a t e  t h e  new 

A m e r i c a n  e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t  f rom  i t s  f a m i l i a r  b a s i s  o f  

r e l i g i o u s  r e i n f o r c e m e n t ,  and f r o m  r e s u r g e n t  A m er ic an  

n a t i o n a l i s m ,  t y p i c a l l y  p r o t e c t i v e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a t r i ­

o t i c  sy m b o ls .  I d e o l o g i c a l l y  t h e  new American e x t r e m i s t  

r i g h t ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  h a s  p a r t i a l l y  d e p r i v e d  

i t s e l f  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a p  i n t o  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n s  

and z e a l o t r y  d r i v i n g  r e s u r g e n t  r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  

fu n d a m e n ta l i s m .
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A P i n a l  A ssessm en t  o f  t h e  New E x t r e m i s t  R ig h t

The new e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t  p r e s e n t s  a c l e a r  d a n g e r  and 

t h e r e  i s  a p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n  t o  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  

a g e n c i e s .  The  e a s y  a c c e s s  t o  m odern  w e a p o n r y  and  

com m unica t ions  equ ipm en t  p r o v i d e s  law e n fo r c e m e n t  w i t h  a 

new c h a l l e n g e .  The F e d e r a l  Bureau o f  A lc o h o l ,  Tobacco 

an d  F i r e a r m s  i s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  Aryan N a t io n  a c q u i ­

s i t i o n  o f  h e a v y  w e apo n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  submachine  guns  and 

h a n d  g r e n a d e s  a n d  t h e  I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  S e r v i c e  i s  

e x a m i n i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  some h e a v i l y  a rm ed  s e c t  

members on t a x  e v a s i o n  c h a r g e s  ( Ja ck so n  & O s trow ,  1 9 8 5 ) .

B e tw ee n  O c t o b e r  1984 and March 1986,  t h i r t y - e i g h t  

members o f  The O rder  were  a r r e s t e d .  On December 7 ,  1984, 

R o b e r t  Matthews was k i l l e d  on Whidbey I s l a n d ,  W ash ing ton ,  

r e s i s t i n g  a r r e s t .  S h o u l d e r  w e a p o n s ,  h a n d g u n s ,  h a n d  

g r e n a d e s ,  and o t h e r  e x p l o s i v e s ,  money, am m uni t ion ,  and 

p o s s i b l e  t a r g e t  l i s t s  w e re  r e c o v e r e d  a t  v a r i o u s  s a f e -  

h o u se s  and o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s .

A n o t h e r  g r o u p  t h a t  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n t o  c r i m i n a l  

a c t i v i t y  was t h e  C o v e n an t ,  t h e  Sword, t h e  Arm o f  t h e  Lord 

(CSA). B e g inn in g  i n  1980.  some CSA members were  in v o lv e d  

i n  bom bings ,  a r s o n s ,  r o b b e r i e s  and t h e  murder o f  a b l a c k  

A r k a n s a s  S t a t e  p o l i c e m a n .  During A p r i l ,  1985, t h e  CSA 

compound was r a i d e d  by  f e d e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  M i l i t a r y  

s u r p l u s  e q u ip m en t ,  s h o u l d e r  weapons,  heavy  machine  gun ,
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money, h an d gu n s ,  and g r e n a d e s  and o t h e r  e x p l o s i v e s  were 

found i n  a s e a r c h  o f  t h e  compound ( H a r r i s ,  19 8 7 ) .

A " C h i c a g o  T r i b u n e "  a r t i c l e  on November 10,  1987, 

r e v e a l s  t h e  weapon t h a t  k i l l e d  Denver T a lk  Show Host  was 

an  a u t o m a t i c  MAC-10 p i s t o l  w ie ld e d  by a member o f  The 

Order  (C o a te s ,  1 9 8 7 ) .

The s u c c e s s o r  t o  R o b e r t  M a t th e w s  a s  h e a d  o f  The 

O r d e r ,  B r u c e  C a r r o l l  P i e r c e ,  when a r r e s t e d  by t h e  FBI, 

h a d  i n  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n  a s u b m a c h i n e  g u n ,  a n  a u to m a t i c  

r i f l e ,  s e v e r a l  s t i c k s  o f  d y n a m i te ,  se v en  hand g r e n a d e s ,  a 

p i p e  bomb and m a t e r i a l s  t o  make e x p l o s i v e s .  H is  w i f e ,  

J u l i e  Ann W i l s o n  P i e r c e ,  was d e t a i n e d  b y  p o l i c e  i n  

J a s p e r ,  A la b a m a .  She  had  h a l f  a d o z e n  a s s a u l t - t y p e  

a u to m a t i c  o r  s e m i - a u t o m a t i c  s h o u ld e r  weapons s u i t a b l e  f o r  

u se  by t e r r o r i s t s .  She a l s o  had f i f t e e n  hand g r e n a d e s ,  

t h r e e  smoke g r e n a d e s ,  bomb m a t e r i a l s ,  o v e r  1 ,000  rounds  

o f  a m m u n i t i o n ,  r a c i s t  l i t e r a t u r e  and $ 7 ,0 0 0 .0 0  i n  cash  

(King, 1985) .

A ccord ing  t o  law e n fo rc e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  i n  C o lo rado  in  

1983, Posse  C o m i t a tu s  members had p u r c h a s e d  30 ,000  rounds  

o f  ammunition from a s p o r t i n g  goods s t o r e .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  

t h e  P o s s e  was c o l l e c t i n g  r o c k e t - p r o p e l l e d  g r e n a d e s ,  

m o r t a r s ,  heavy d u t y  armor and o t h e r  d e f e n s i v e  equ ipm ent  

(P rochnau ,  19 8 3 ) .

T h is  more advanced  weaponry i n  t h e  hands  o f  t h e  new 

r i g h t  e x t r e m i s t s  i s  a f u n c t i o n  b o t h  o f  t h e i r  new
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r e c r u i t m e n t  p o o l s  and t h e  s a t u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

by c a s u a l l y  o b t a i n a b l e ,  advanced m i l i t a r y  weapons.

T he  new r i g h t - w i n g  h a s  becom e  " h i - t e c h "  i n  i t s  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  KTTL-FM, a r a d i o  s t a t i o n  i n  K a n sa s  

b r o a d c a s t s  t h e  r i g h t - w i n g  message o f  h a t e .  The s t a t i o n  

h a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  l i s t e n e r s  l e a r n  g u e r r i l l a  w a r f a r e  

t e c h n i q u e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  g a r r o t i n g  p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  s l e e p  

w i t h  l e n g t h s  o f  r a w h i d e ;  h a n g i n g  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s ,  

" c l e a n i n g  t h e  e a r t h "  o f  " b l a c k  b e a s t s "  and s e t t i n g  up 

ambushes f o r  an impending  r a c i a l  armageddon (King, 19 8 3 ) .

The new r i g h t - w i n g  even u t i l i z e s  com pu te rs  i n  i t s  

t a c t i c s  t o  l i n k  g r o u p s  and  m a i n t a i n  c o m m u n ic a t io n  t o  

s h a r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  The com puter  d i s s e m i n a t e s  l i s t s  o f  

t h o s e  who "have b e t r a y e d  t h e i r  r a c e . "  The l i s t s  i n c l u d e  

names and a d d r e s s e s  o f  " r a c e  t r a i t o r s "  and " i n f o r m e r s " .  

The co m p u te r  l i n k  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  "Aryan L i b e r t y  Net"  and 

i s  s p o n s o r e d  by t h e  Aryan N a t i o n .  One message on t h e  

n e t w o r k  w a r n s  "The o l d e r  and l e s s  a c t i v e  spokesmen f o r  

t h e  f o l d  and f a i t h  a r e  b e in g  r e p l a c e d  by t h e  young l i o n s .  

T h e s e  d r a g o n s  o f  God h a v e  no t i m e  f o r  p a m p h l e t s  and  

s p e e c h e s .  They a r e  t h e  armed p a r t y  which i s  b e in g  bo rn  

o u t  o f  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  w h i t ,  male  y o u th  t o  be h e a r d . "

A n o t h e r  e n t r y  i s  a c o u r t r o o m  s t a t e m e n t  o f  a 

C a l i f o r n i a  man c o n v i c t e d  o f  t h e  1982 k i l l i n g  o f  a 17 y e a r  

o ld  who in fo rm e d  on r i g h t - w i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  The s t a t e m e n t  

a c c u s e s  t h e  " s a t a n i c  s o c i e t y "  o f  t h e  U n i ted  S t a t e s  o f
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" m u r d e r i n g  C h r i s t i a n s  l i k e  Gordon K ah l ,  who b u rn ed  in  

N e b u c h a d n e z z a r ' s  oven b e c a u s e  he would n o t  bow t o  your  

g o l d e n  B a b y l o n i a n  God a n d  p a y  yo u r  t r i b u t e  t o  f i n a n c e  

I s r a e l . "  Kahl  was a P o s s e  C o m i t a t u s  member who was 

c h a r g e d  w i t h  k i l l i n g  two U .S .  M a r s h a l s  an d  who was 

h i m s e l f  k i l l e d  i n  a gun b a t t l e  w i t h  f e d e r a l  a g e n t s  (King,

1985) .

Law e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  c o n d u c t i n g  s e a r c h e s  o f  

e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t - w i n g  h i d e - o u t s  and compounds have  a l s o  

f o u n d  m od ern  m i l i t a r y  t y p e  r a d i o  eq u ipm en t  t o  i n c l u d e  

e q u i p m e n t  w h ic h  i s  v e h i c l e  t r a n s p o r t a b l e  and p e r s o n a l  

t r a n s m i t t e r s  ( P T ' s ) . T h is  modern weaponry and communi­

c a t i o n s  e q u i p m e n t  e n a b l e s  t h e  e x t r e m i s t  new r i g h t - w i n g  

g r o u p s  t o  be  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  m a i n t a i n  an  e q u a l i t y  

l o g i s t i c a l l y  w i th  law e n f o r c e m e n t .

A secon d  a r e a  o f  c o n c e rn  t o  law e n fo rc e m e n t  i s  t h e  

a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t - w i n g  g ro u p s  t o  r e c r u i t  

e x p e r i e n c e d  g r o u n d  c o m b a t  v e t e r a n s  and members o f  t h e  

p r i s o n  p o p u l a t i o n  who have e x p e r t i s e  i n  " s t r e e t  s u r v i v a l "  

and a b i l i t y  t o  c o n d u c t  o f f e n s i v e  o p e r a t i o n s .  M i l i t a r y  

t r a i n i n g  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s  h a s  b e e n  

d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

T o d a y ' s  r i g h t - w i n g  e x t r e m i s t  g r o u p s  n a t u r a l l y  

e m p h a s i z e  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  p r i o r  m i l i t a r y  

t r a i n i n g .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  a r e  v e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  

V i e t n a m  War who h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  g r o u n d  c o m b a t  and
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c a r r y i n g  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n s  f e l t  by many who s e r v e d  i n  t h a t  

t h e a t e r .  T h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  have  e x t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  i n  

g u e r r i l l a  w a r f a r e  and s m a l l  u n i t  t a c t i c s .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  

Vie tnam  v e t e r a n s  o f  g round  combat t en d  t o  have e x p e r i e n c e  

i n  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  e x p l o s i v e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  C - 4 , a 

p o w e r f u l  p l a s t i c  e x p l o s i v e .  Much o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  by 

t h e s e  r i g h t - w i n g  g ro u p s  i s  done i n  a f o r e s t  e n v i r o n m e n t  

w h e r e  V ie tn a m  v e t e r a n s  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  c a m o u f la g e ,  

c o v e r  and c o n ce a lm e n t  t a c t i c s .  A c o m b in a t io n  o f  t r a i n e d  

g r o u n d  c o m b a t  v e t e r a n s  o f  V ie tn a m  a n d  f o r m e r  p r i s o n  

i n m a t e s  p r e s e n t s  a d a n g e r o u s ,  e x p e r i e n c e d  a d v e r s a r y  f o r  

law  e n fo rc e m e n t  o f f i c e r s .  The a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  m i l i t a r y  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  e q u i p m e n t  t o  t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  g ro u p s  

c a u s e s  f u r t h e r  c o n c e rn  f o r  law e n fo r c e m e n t .  These  g ro u p s  

h a v e ,  i n  many c a s e s ,  managed t o  a c q u i r e  m i l i t a r y  hand­

h e l d  r a d i o s  and  b a c k - p a c k  t y p e  r a d i o s  c a u s i n g  f u r t h e r  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  r e s p o n d i n g  law e n fo rc e m e n t  o f f i c e r s .  On 

one  o c c a s i o n ,  p e r s o n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  a c u r r e n t  r i g h t -  

wing g ro u p s  robbed a bank i n  a r u r a l  l o c a t i o n .  U t i l i z i n g  

a g e t - a w a y  c a r ,  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r s  o f  t h e  b a n k  r o b b e r y  

p e r m i t t e d  a l o c a l  law e n fo r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r  t o  p u r s u e  them 

i n t o  n e a rb y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o u n t r y .  A f t e r  t h e  p u r s u i t  was 

w e l l  away from t h e  c i t y ,  t h e  bank r o b b e r s  t u r n e d  q u i c k l y  

i n t o  a t w o - t r a c k  r o a d  i n  a c o r n f i e l d  l e a d i n g  t h e  lo n e  

p u r s i n g  law e n fo r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r  i n t o  an ambush.
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As d e s c r i b e d  b e f o r e ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  r i g h t - w i n g  g roups  

a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  m i l i t a r y  v e t e r a n s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  Vie tnam  v e t e r a n s .  On what  b a s i s  would t h e  

new r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s  a p p e a l  t o  V ie tn a m  v e t e r a n s ?  A 

su rv e y  o f  Vie tnam  v e t e r a n s  shows i n  g e n e r a l  most v e t e r a n s  

h a d  l i t t l e  e d u c a t i o n  and  many w e re  r u r a l  d w e l l e r s .  

B i t t e r n e s s  ov e r  l a c k  o f  employment,  f e e l i n g s  o f  b e t r a y a l ,  

and g e n e r a l  l a c k  o f  jo b  s k i l l s  l e d  some Vie tnam v e t e r a n s  

t o  r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s .  The groups  have t a k e n  a d v a n ta g e  o f  

t h e  background  and a t t i t u d e  o f  Vietnam v e t e r a n s  t o  make 

t h e m s e l v e s  and  t h e i r  p r o g r a m s  a p p e a l i n g .  I t  i s  a l s o  

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  r a c i s m  l e a r n e d  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  h as  b ro u g h t  

Vietnam v e t e r a n s  t o  new r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  

g r o u p s  now r e c r u i t  f ro m  among p r i s o n  p o p u l a t i o n .  The 

A ryan  N a t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  l i n k e d  t o  two e x t r e m i s t  p r i s o n  

g a n g s  c a l l e d  t h e  A ry a n  B r o t h e r h o o d  a n d  A ry a n  S p e c i a l  

F o r c e s .  These p r i s o n  g rou p s  a r e  s a i d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

l o a n - s h a r k i n g ,  e x t o r t i o n  and gambling  and a r e  s u s p e c t e d  

i n  t h e  murders  o f  g u a r d s  and f e l l o w  p r i s o n e r s  (T horn ton  & 

R e i d ,  1 9 8 4 ) .  The c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e d  g r o u n d  

c o m b a t  v e t e r a n s  a n d  h a r d e n e d  e x - p r i s o n e r s  makes a 

f o r m id a b le  f o e  f o r  law e n fo r c e m e n t .

T h is  s t u d y  o f  new r i g h t - w i n g  movements i n  t h e  U n i ted  

S t a t e s  has  d e t e r m i n e d  a number of  s i g n i f i c a n t  w eaknesses  

which d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e s e  g roups  a b i l i t y  t o  do s i g n i f ­
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i c a n t  harm t o  t h e  U n i ted  S t a t e s .  A weakness  f o r  t h e  new 

r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s  i s  t h e  r u p t u r e  o f  t h e i r  s y m b i o t i c  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  l o c a l  law e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  and 

o f f i c e r s .  T h e  o l d  r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s  c o n s i d e r e d  

membership and s u p p o r t  o f  l o c a l  law e n fo r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  

t o  be a p r im a r y  g o a l .

The new e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t  h a s  found  some s t r e n g t h  i n  

t h e  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  American p u b l i c .  

The new e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t  h a s  b e e n  a b l e  t o  a c c u m u l a t e  

m odern  w e a p o n r y  and comm unica t ion  equ ipm en t  a s  w e l l  a s  

combat e x p e r i e n c e d  v e t e r a n s  p r i m a r i l y  o f  t h e  Vie tnam War. 

A lso ,  some s u c c e s s  h a s  been  n o te d  i n  r e c r u i t i n g  p r i s o n e r s  

c o n f i n e d  f o r  p e r p e t r a t i n g ,  v i o l e n t  c r i m e s .  These a d v a n t ­

ages  a r e  b a l a n c e d  by a l i e n a t i o n  c a u se d  by u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  

pagan r e l i g i o u s  sym bols ,  changes  i n  modern day r e l i g i o u s  

fu n d am e n ta l i sm  and a l i e n a t i o n  from law e n f o r c e m e n t .

As an example  o f  t h e  o ld  r i g h t - w i n g  a t t i t u d e  toward  

law e n f o r c e m e n t ,  t y p i c a l  Ku Klux Klan p ropagand a  c a l l e d  

f o r  s u p p o r t  f o r  o f f i c e r s  i n  a l l  p h a s e s  o f  law e n f o r c e ­

m e n t .  Of t h e  t w e n t y - o n e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n s  a r r e s t e d  a t  

P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  f o r  t h e  s l a y i n g  o f  t h r e e  c i v i l  

r i g h t s  w o rk e rs  i n  1964, two were a s h e r i f f  and h i s  c h i e f  

d e p u ty ,  b o t h  members o f  t h e  Ku Klux Klan ( T u l l e y ,  19 65 ) .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  above e x am p le s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  F B I ' s  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  K lan  v i o l e n c e  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  i n  t h e  

1960s,  l o c a l  law e n fo rc e m e n t  c o u ld  n o t  be c o u n te d  on t o
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a s s i s t  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e  K l a n  h a d  

s u c c e e d e d  i n  r e c r u i t i n g  a num ber  o f  l o c a l  o f f i c e r s  

(W hi teh ead ,  1970) .

Num erous  e x a m p le s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o f  t h e  new r i g h t -  

w i n g ' s  h o s t i l e  a t t i t u d e  t o  law e n f o r c e m e n t .  R e c a l l  t h e  

e v e n t s  e a r l i e r  n o t e d :  Members o f  The Order  hav e  been

i n v o l v e d  i n  a s s a u l t s  on f e d e r a l  o f f i c e r s  and t h e  murder  

o f  a M i s s o u r i  S t a t e  P a t r o l  O f f i c e r .  Members o f  t h e  

C o v e n a n t ,  t h e  Sw ord ,  t h e  Arm o f  t h e  L o rd  (CSA) w e r e  

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  murder o f  a b l a c k  A rkansas  S t a t e  P o l i c e ­

man. P o s s e  C o m i t a t u s  members i n  1983 murdered  a U.S.  

M a r s h a l  a n d  Deputy  U.S.  M a r s h a l .  The I n t e r n a l  Revenue 

S e r v i c e  (IRS) i s  a f a v o r i t e  t a r g e t  o f  t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  

g r o u p s .  A number o f  r i g h t - w i n g  g roup  members have  been  

a r r e s t e d  f o r  t h r e a t e n i n g  IRS p e r s o n n e l  ( H a r r i s ,  1987) . 

The O rd e r  was found t o  have l i t e r a t u r e  d e t a i l i n g  a " p o i n t  

s y s t e m "  t o  a c h i e v e  s t a t u s  by k i l l i n g  f e d e r a l  o f f i c e r s ,  

b l a c k s  o r  Jews (King,  1985) . The Po sse  C o m ita tu s  h a s  a 

l o n g  r e c o r d  o f  a s s a u l t s  and  a t t e m p t s  t o  i n t i m i d a t e  

s h e r i f f ' s  d e p u t i e s ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f f i c e r s ,  j u d g e s  and IRS 

a g e n t s .  One example  o c c u r r e d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  when P o s se  

member a s s a u l t e d  a San J o a q u i n  County S h e r i f f ' s  Deputy 

d u r i n g  a P os se  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  U n i ted  Farm Workers u n io n  

o r g a n i z e r s  (Rempel & G reen ,  1 9 8 3 ) .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  The O r d e r ' s  " p o i n t  sys tem" l o c a t e d  

d u r i n g  a s e a r c h ,  one  h a n d w r i t t e n  t r a c t  found d e c l a r e d
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"war" a g a i n s t  t h e  Z i o n i s t  O c c u p a t io n  Government (ZOG) and 

t h e  "Jew  c o n t r o l l e d  m e d i a "  and  warned o f  " d a i l y  f i r e -  

f i g h t s "  b e t w e e n  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  t h e  

" h e a v i l y  armed White  American R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Army." Gary 

Y a r b o r o u g h ,  an  O r d e r  member was c h a rg e d  w i t h  an  armed 

a s s a u l t  on a f e d e r a l  o f f i c e r .  The c h a rg e  grew o u t  o f  an 

i n c i d e n t  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1984,  when Yarborough was s a i d  t o  

have ru n  o u t  o f  t h e  woods and begun f i r i n g  as  FBI a g e n t s  

ap p ro a c h e d  h i s  home (K ing ,  1984) .

I t  h a s  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  o l d  

r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s  h a d  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a p p e a l  t o  p o l i c e  

o f f i c e r s .  Does t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  have seme a p p e a l  t o  

p o l i c e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  o l d  r i g h t - w i n g ?  An 

e x a m in a t io n  f i n d s  many o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  p o l i c e  j o i n e d  

o l d  r i g h t - w i n g  g ro u p s  a r e  s t i l l  v a l i d  f o r  t h e  new r i g h t -  

w i n g  g r o u p s .  P o l i c e m e n  t o d a y  s t i l l  t e n d  t o  h a v e  a 

m i s t r u s t  o f  m i n o r i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b l a c k s ,  and S p a n i s h  

m i n o r i t i e s .  P o l icem en  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d a y - t o - d a y  j o b s  

e n c o u n t e r  t h e  lower  l e v e l  o f  m i n o r i t y  p e r s o n s  and t e n d  t o  

becom e r a c i s t .  New g o v e r n m e n t  p r o g r a m s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  

a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n ,  c i v i l  r i g h t s  laws and c i v i l i a n  r e v i e w  

o f  p o l i c e  a c t i o n s  t e n d  t o  e m b i t t e r  p o l icem en  and make t h e  

p h i l o s o p h i e s  o f  t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  a p p e a l i n g  t o  them .

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  does  n o t  w ish  t o  

r e c r u i t  p o l i c e ,  b u t  w i s h e s  t o  d e s t r o y  law e n f o r c e m e n t  as  

we know i t  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  own b r a n d  o f  l a w
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e n f o r c e m e n t ,  b u t  what  would o c c u r  i f  t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  

g r o u p s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  a c c e p t  p o l ic e m e n  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  

r a n k s ?  The a n s w e r  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  r e m a i n s  u n c l e a r  

a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  no e v id e n c e  o f  a m o d e r a t in g  v i e w p o i n t  

on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  tow ard  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  p o l ic e m e n  no lo n g e r  t e n d  t o  come from t h e  

l o w e s t  c l a s s e s  and  many p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  r e q u i r e  a 

c o l l e g e  d e g r e e  p r i o r  t o  h i r i n g  new o f f i c e r s .

An a t t e m p t  was made t o  l o c a t e  s t a t i s t i c s  showing t h e  

number o f  law e n fo r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  k i l l e d  by new r i g h t -  

w ing  g r o u p s .  No f i r m  o v e r a l l  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  

which would show how many law e n fo r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  have 

b e e n  k i l l e d  by t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g ,  b u t  t h i s  s t u d y  has  

e n c o u n te r e d  numerous s u c c e s s f u l  a t t a c k s .

A P o s s e  C o m ita tu s  member, k i l l e d  two U.S.  M a rsh a ls  

and  one  c o u n t y  s h e r i f f  p r i o r  t o  b e i n g  k i l l e d  h i m s e l f  

d u r i n g  an a r r e s t  a t t e m p t  by law e n f o r c e m e n t .  Members o f  

t h e  O r d e r ,  a s p l i n t e r  g r o u p  o f  t h e  Aryan N a t i o n ,  were 

i d e n t i f i e d  a s  h a v i n g  k i l l e d  a M i s s o u r i  s t a t e  p a t r o lm a n  

and  members o f  t h e  C o v en an t ,  t h e  Sword, t h e  Arm o f  t h e  

L o rd  (CSA) w e re  a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  h a v i n g  k i l l e d  an 

A r k a n s a s  s t a t e  p o l i c e m a n  ( H a r r i s ,  1 9 8 7 ) .  I f  t h e s e  

k i l l i n g s  o f  law  e n fo r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  by t h e  new r i g h t -  

wing c o n t i n u e ,  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  w i l l  soon be a v a i l a b l e  t o  

show t h e  t o t a l  number o f  p o l i c e  k i l l i n g s  by new r i g h t -  

wing g r o u p s .
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A t h i r d  weakness  found i n  c u r r e n t  r i g h t - w i n g  g roups  

i s  t h e i r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  c o n v e n t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o s i t y .  

O b s e r v e r s  o f  " r e l i g i o u s "  c e re m o n ie s  o f  t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  

s e e  more o f  an e x a m p le  o f  p a g an  r i t u a l  t h a n  C h r i s t i a n  

l i t u r g y .

As p r e v i o u s l y  d i s c u s s e d ,  t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s ,  

a l t h o u g h  avowedly  C h r i s t i a n ,  t e n d  t o  c i t e  t h e  o l d  Norse  

Gods a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  c e re m o n ie s  ( H a r r i s ,  1987) . T h is  

a d o p t i o n  o f  p a g a n  c e re m o n y  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y  has  f u r t h e r  

d i s t a n c e d  t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  from t h e  m a i n l in e  C h r i s t i a n  

c o m m u n i ty .  A f u r t h e r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  weakness  by t h e  

new r i g h t - w i n g  g ro u p s  can  be o b s e r v e d  as  an i n d i v i d u a l ­

i s t i c  a t t i t u d e  which i s  so e x t rem e  a s  t o  p r e v e n t  c o o r d i ­

n a te d  a c t i o n s  by t h e  g ro u p s .

The new r i g h t - w i n g  f r e q u e n t l y  c l a i m s  t o  be a t t e m p t ­

in g  t o  j o i n  v a r i o u s  g ro u p s  t o g e t h e r  i n  a s t r o n g  c o a l i t i o n  

and t h e  Aryan N a t io n  has  been p a r t i c u l a r l y  o u t sp o k e n  i n  

c l a i m i n g  a c o a l i t i o n  o f  new r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s .  The new 

r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s  a r e  f o u n d  t o  h a v e  common s p e e c h  

e m p h a s i z in g  "God and C ountry"  b u t  t h e  r i g h t - w i n g  g ro up s  

h a v e  no common way i n  which t o  form a new g overnm en t .  

The q u e s t i o n  o f  who w i l l  g o v e r n  r e m a in s  unanswered  as  

e a c h  g r o u p  w i s h e s  t o  be  d o m in a n t .  A l l  t h e  r i g h t - w i n g  

g r o u p s  a r e  found  t o  be C h r i s t i a n ,  f u n d a m e n ta l ,  m i l i t a n t  

and  p a r a n o i d  b u t  t o d a y ,  e f f o r t s  a t  c o a l i t i o n  have been 

l a r g e l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l .  I t  has  been  found  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t -
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w in g  l e a d e r s h i p  t e n d s  t o  be r a d i c a l l y  i n d i v i d u a l ,  w i th  

p e r s o n a l  c h a r i s m a  o f  e ac h  l e a d e r  b i n d i n g  each  g rou p  t o  

i t s  h e a d .  Each r i g h t - w i n g  g ro u p  i s  a l i t t l e  f reedom  w i t h  

e ac h  h a v in g  i t s  own "program" t o  save  Am erica .  I t  would 

a p p e a r  t h a t  no c u r r e n t  r i g h t - w i n g  l e a d e r  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  

s a c r i f i c e  power i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  t r u e  c o a l i t i o n .

D u r i n g  a r e c e n t  t r i a l  o f  A ryan  N a t io n  members a t  

F o r t  Sm i th ,  A rk a n sa s ,  an o b s e r v e r  c o u ld  n o t e  an o b v io u s  

c o m p e t i t i o n  and  f r i c t i o n  b e t w e e n  Aryan N a t io n  l e a d e r ,  

R ic h a r d  Gwint  B u t l e r  and l e a d e r  o f  t h e  Mountain C hu rch ,  

R o b e r t  M i l e s .  B u t l e r  and M i le s  c la im  t o  be f r i e n d s  and 

A ry a n  a l l i e s ,  b u t  TV news c o v e r a g e  c l e a r l y  showed an 

i n t e n s e  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  th e m .  B o th  men e a g e r l y  

c o u r t e d  news media r e p o r t s  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  g a i n  t h e  most  

a t t e n t i o n .

Law e n fo rc e m e n t  a g e n c i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  FBI,  have 

been  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  p e n e t r a t i n g  t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s .  

F e a r  o f  FBI i n f o r m a n t s  h as  c au se d  n e a r  p a r a l y s i s  i n  some 

o f  t h e  r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s ,  l i m i t i n g  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

a b i l i t y .  I n  t r a d i t i o n a l  E u r o p e a n  r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s ,  

i n f o r m a n t  p e n e t r a t i o n  c a u s e d  t h e  g r o u p  t o  c o n t r a c t ,  

r e t a i n i n g  o n l y  c l o s e  and p r o b a b l y  r e l i a b l e  a s s o c i a t e s .  

T h i s  c o n t r a c t i o n  i n  many c a s e s ,  c a u s e s  t h e  g roup  t o  t a k e  

on a  p a r a m i l i t a r y  c h a r a c t e r .  American u l t r a  r i g h t - w i n g  

g r o u p s  l a c k  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  t o  c o n t r a c t ,  t h e r e b y  making 

t h e m s e l v e s  v u l n e r a b l e  to w a rd  law e n fo rc e m e n t  i n f o r m a n t
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p e n e t r a t i o n .  F e a r  o f  i n f o r m a n t s  i n  r i g h t - w i n g  g roups  

c a u s e s  p a r a n o i a  among members and l e a d e r s  and o f t e n  l e a d s  

t o  i r r a t i o n a l  a c c u s a t i o n s  toward  members o r  l e a d e r s .  In  

t h e  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  War and R u les  o f  Engagement p u b l i s h e d  

by The O r d e r ,  i t  i s  s t a t e d ,  "Any t r a i t o r  i n  our  m id s t  who 

b e t r a y s  us  w i l l  be h u n te d  down l i k e  a dog and have t h e i r  

head removed from t h e i r  b o d y ."  (U.S. Government  R e c o rd s ,

19 8 4 ) .

Because  t h e  American new r i g h t - w i n g  l a c k s  a s e r i o u s  

i d e o l o g i c a l  commitment,  i t  has  been  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  f o r  

law  e n f o r c e m e n t  t o  r e c r u i t  i n f o r m a n t s  t o  p e n e t r a t e  new 

r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s .  The new r i g h t - w i n g  b e l i e f s  a r e  

p e r c e i v e d  a s  so  e x t r e m e  by  t h e  A m e r ic a n  p u b l i c  t h a t  

v o l u n t e e r  i n f o r m a n t s  can  f r e q u e n t l y  be r e c r u i t e d  by law 

e n f o r c e m e n t ,  and r i g h t - w i n g  g ro u ps  members d u r i n g  i n t e r ­

v iew s by e n fo rc e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l  w i l l  v o l u n t e e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  

w h ic h  c a n  l e a d  t o  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  new i n f o r m a n t s .  New 

r i g h t - w i n g  g rou p  members l a c k  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  commitment 

en h an ces  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  law e n fo rc e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  t o  g a in  

c o o p e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  i n t e r v i e w s .

With t h e  above w e a k n e s s e s ,  a p l a u s i b l e  a rgum en t  can 

be made t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s  a r e  s e l f  

l i m i t i n g  and s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  and i n  many ways b e c a u s e  o f  

t h e i r  l a c k  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  an d  i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  n o t  as  

t r o u b l e s o m e  a s  g ro u p s  a s  t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s  i n  t h e  o ld  

r i g h t .
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I t  i s  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  

g r o u p s  h a v e  a d e s i r e  t o  o v e r t h r o w  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

Government ,  and r e p l a c e  i t  w i t h  one o f  t h e i r  own d e s i g n .  

Do t h e s e  g r o u p s  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  c a u se  t h e e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  Government t o  c o l l a p s e ?

The new r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s  t e n d  t o  be s m a l l .  For  

e x a m p l e ,  t h e  P o s s e  C o m i t a t u s  a t  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  i t s  

p o p u l a r i t y  numbered a round  t h r e e  th o u s a n d  members (King,  

1983) .

As c o n s e r v a t i v e  c a u s e s  hav e  become more p o p u l a r  i n  

t h e  U n t i e d  S t a t e s  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e  u l t r a  r i g h t - w i n g  

g r o u p s  h a v e  " f e l t "  some a p p r o v a l  b u t  t h e y  have  n e v e r  

e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  s t r o n g  " g r a s s  r o o t s "  s u p p o r t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

c o n d u c t  t h e  g u e r r i l l a  war t h e y  b e l i e v e  w i l l  l e a d  t o  t h e  

o v e r t h r o w  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Government.  P r e v i o u s l y  

d e s c r i b e d  i d e o l o g i c a l  w e a k n e s s e s  h a v e  a l s o  a d d e d  t o  

r e d u c t i o n  i n  t o t a l  membership and l a c k  o f  d e d i c a t i o n  on 

t h e  p a r t  o f  some members. In  a d d i t i o n  law e n f o r c e m e n t ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  a r e  more p r e p a r e d  t o  cope  

w i t h  t h e  t h r e a t  t h a n  b e f o r e .  The w e a p o n r y ,  communi­

c a t i o n s ,  t r a i n i n g  a nd  e d u c a t i o n  o f  law  e n f o r c e m e n t  

p e r s o n n e l  e n a b l e s  e f f i c i e n t  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  new r i g h t -  

w ing  a t t a c k s .  U l t r a  r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s  p r e p a r i n g  "L" 

shaped ambushes a r e  b e in g  met by law e n fo rc e m e n t  S p e c i a l  

Weapons and T a c t i c s  Teams (SWAT). I n t e l l i g e n c e  g a t h e r i n g  

on t h e  p a r t  o f  law e n fo rc e m e n t  i s  enhanced  by u t i l i z a t i o n

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



o f  u n d e r c o v e r  o f f i c e r s  and c o u r t  a u t h o r i z e d  e l e c t r o n i c  

s u r v e i l l a n c e .

In  compar ing  t h e  new r i g h t  i n  America w i t h  t h e  new 

r i g h t  i n  E urope ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  can  be s e e n .

In  Europe t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  community f r e q u e n t l y  

a l i g n s  i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t - w i n g .  P o l i c e  p r o s e c u t o r s  

and  ju d g e s  f r e q u e n t l y  can  be found e s p o u s i n g  r i g h t - w i n g  

b e l i e f s .  As a r e s u l t ,  i n  Europe t h e  r i g h t - w i n g  t a i l o r s  

i t s e l f  t o  f i t  t h i s  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  

community . Today i n  c o u n t r i e s  such as  I t a l y  and F r a n c e ,  

t h e  n e o - f a s c i s t  r i g h t  b e n e f i t s  from t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  The 

American new r i g h t - w i n g  d e p a r t s  from t h i s  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n .

The new r i g h t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a l s o  d e v i a t e s  

from t h e  European r i g h t  i n  i d e o l o g i c a l  commitment .  The 

E uropean  r i g h t - w i n g  h a s  a much more s e r i o u s  ( i n  t h e  s e n s e  

o f  p r o p a g a n d i s t i c  a p p e a l  and e l a b o r a t i o n s )  i d e o l o g y  t h a n  

t h e  new American r i g h t .  In  f a c t ,  members o f  t h e  American 

u l t r a  r i g h t - w i n g  a r e  most f r e q u e n t l y  p o l i t i c a l l y  immature  

w i th  no d e p th  o f  i d e a l o g y .

The European r i g h t  and t h e  American new r i g h t  a l s o  

d i f f e r s  i n  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a u t h o r i t y .  

The r i g h t - w i n g  i n  Europe  rem a in s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  

o f  a u t h o r i t y  w h i l e  t h e  A m e r i c a n  new r i g h t  r e j e c t s  

a u t h o r i t y  i n  most  f o r m s ,  a p p e a r i n g  i n  some r e g a r d s  a s  a 

v i c i o u s  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  m in d le s s  l i b e r t a r i a n i s m .
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A r e v i e w  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  

g r o u p s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  no more  c a p a b l e  o f  d e s ­

t r o y i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Government t h a n  t h e  o l d  r i g h t -  

wing g ro u p s  were  o f  chan g in g  t h e  governm en t  from w i t h i n .  

The new r i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s  w i l l  n o t  d e s t r o y  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .  But t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  can  engage  i n  a campaign o f  

t e r r o r .

W i l k e n s o n  (1986)  d e s c r i b e s  p o l i t i c a l  t e r r o r i s m  a s  

c o e r c i v e  i n t i m i d a t i o n ?  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  u se  o f  murder and 

d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  t e r r o r i z e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  g r o u p s ,  

c o m m u n i t i e s ,  o r  g o v e r n m e n t s  i n t o  c o n c e d i n g  t h e  

t e r r o r i s t s '  p o l i t i c a l  demands.  He a l s o  e q u a t e s  t e r r o r i s m  

w i th  c r i m i n a l i t y .  Thus f a r ,  t h e  r i g h t - w i n g  g roups  have  

c o n f i n e d  t h e i r  a c t s  t o  k i l l i n g  o f  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s ,  

f e d e r a l  a g e n t s ,  b a n k  r o b b e r i e s  and murder  o f  s e l e c t e d  

t a r g e t s ,  such  as  J e w is h  t a l k  show h o s t  Alan Berg .  T h i s  

can be c o n s i d e r e d  a form o f  t e r r o r i s m ,  b u t  so f a r  has  n o t  

p r o d u c e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  d e s i r e d  by t h e  r i g h t - w i n g  r a d i c a l  

g r o u p s .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t - w i n g  g rou p s  may 

e s c a l a t e  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  i n t o  t r u e  p o l i t i c a l  t e r r o r i s m  by 

s t r i k e s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  m ajo r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  c a n d i d a t e s  i n  

n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n  y e a r s  o r  s e l e c t i v e  bombing a t t a c k s  t o  

d i s r u p t  p o l i t i c a l  c o n v e n t i o n s .  T h i s  t y p e  o f  t e r r o r i s t i c  

a t t a c k  can  s e r v e  a s  a c o e r c i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  on l o c a l ,  s t a t e  

o r  n a t i o n a l  governm ent  o f f i c i a l s  and c an  i n s t i l l  f e a r  i n  

t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a c e .
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In  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a campaign  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

t e r r o r ,  r i g h t - w i n g  r a d i c a l  g ro u p s  have  a  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  

m i s s i o n ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t r a i n e d  

p e r s o n n e l  and  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  w e a p o n r y .  D e s p i t e  t h e s e  

a d v a n t a g e s ,  t h e  new r i g h t  l a c k s  g roup  u n i t y  and s u f f e r s  

from a  d i s t i n c t  l a c k  o f  p h y s i c a l  c o u ra g e  when c o n f r o n t e d  

w i t h  o p p o s i t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  g ro u p s  c o n t i n u e  t o  be 

v e r y  sm a l l  i n  number and c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  l o s e  p e r s o n n e l  

w h ic h  w o u ld  be i n e v i t a b l e  i f  t h e y  a t t e m p t  t o  s u s t a i n  a 

p r o t r a c t e d  campaign o f  d o m e s t i c  t e r r o r i s m .

I n  sum m ary ,  a  nu m b er  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a r e  a p p r o ­

p r i a t e .  The new r i g h t - w i n g  e x t r e m i s t  g r o u p s  c a n  be  

r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  s e r i o u s  c h a l l e n g e  t o  law e n f o r c e m e n t .  

They pose  a  d i s t i n c t  t h r e a t  t o  d o m es t ic  t r a n q u i l i t y .  The 

p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  m o d ern  w e a p o n r y ,  a b i l i t y  t o  r e c r u i t  

c o m b a t  e x p e r i e n c e d  v e t e r a n s  and commitment t o  v i o l e n c e  

make t h e  new r i g h t - w i n g  e x t r e m i s t  g ro u p s  t r u l y  d a n g e r o u s .  

B u t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  t h e s e  g r o u p s  a r e  s e l f  

l i m i t i n g .  They a r e  c e r t a i n l y  d a n g e ro u s  b u t  n o t  t o  t h e  

s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The new r i g h t - w i n g  e x t r e m i s t  g ro up s  

r e j e c t  a l l  r e s p e c t  f o r  U .S .  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  b e l i e f s ,  t h e y  a r e  v iewed a s  o u t c a s t s ,  

" s t r a n g e r s  i n  t h e i r  own l a n d . "  T h e s e  g r o u p s  welcome 

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  law e n fo r c e m e n t .  The c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  

a r e  d e l i b e r a t e  and a m a t t e r  of  p r i n c i p a l .  The o l d  r i g h t -  

wing g ro u p s  so u g h t  t o  f i n d  c o v e r  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  

law e n fo rc e m e n t  a t  t h e  s t a t e  and l o c a l  l e v e l .
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C e r t a i n  c han g es  i n  r e l i g i o u s  s t r u c t u r e s  can  be found  

i n  t h e  new r i g h t .  The b l a t a n t  a n t i - s e m i t i s m  and a n t i -  

C a t h o l i c i s m  a r e  no  l o n g e r  r e i n f o r c e d  by p r o t e s t a n t  

g r o u p s .  The new r i g h t  f i n d  no s u p p o r t  from t h e  f u n d a ­

m en ta l  c h u r c h e s  who f i n d  t h e i r  " i d e n t i t y  p h i lo s o p h y "  and 

v o l k i s h  symbols t o  be f o r e i g n  and a b h o r r e n t .

The i n d i v i d u a l i s m  found  i n  t h e  new r i g h t  a l s o  t e n d s  

t o  m ake  t h e  m o vem en t  s e l f - m a n a g i n g .  A l t h o u g h  t h e y  

a t t e m p t  t o  u t i l i z e  m i l i t a r y  m o d e ls ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  

a t t i t u d e  o f  members c a u s e s  a l a c k  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 

c o h e s i v e n e s s .  Each g roup  h as  s i n g u l a r  p rogram s and t h e  

s e l f - r i g h t e o u s  i m p o r t a n c e  f e l t  by i n d i v i d u a l  l e a d e r s  

c a u s e s  t h e  g ro u p s  t o  be i s o l a t e d  from one a n o t h e r .

But can  t h e  r i g h t - w i n g  g rou p s  c o n t i n u e  t o  f l o u r i s h ?  

As long  a s  o u r  s o c i e t y  rem a in s  p l u r a l i s t i c  i n  a p o l i t i c a l  

s e n s e ,  t h e  r i g h t - w i n g  g ro u p s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x i s t .  The 

American sys tem  f o r m a l l y  t o l e r a t e s  ex trem ism  on t h e  r i g h t  

a s  w e l l  a s  e x t r e m i s m  on t h e  l e f t .  While  d i f f e r e n t  i n  

k i n d  f ro m  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and l e f t i s t  g r o u p s ,  

t h e s e  e x t r e m i s t  g r o u p s  s h a r e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n  

and t o l e r a t i o n .  At t h e  t im e  t h e  u l t r a  r i g h t  o r  u l t r a  

l e f t  b e c a m e  i m m i n e n t l y  v i o l e n t ,  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  s u c h  

t o l e r a t i o n  i s  removed l e g a l l y .  F u r t h e r ,  i s o l a t e d  a s  i t  

now i s  from t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p o i n t s  o f  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  i t  

p r e v i o u s l y  e n j o y e d ,  t h e s e  m o v e m e n t s  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  

v u l n e r a b l e .  From a p r a c t i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t ,  law e n fo r c e m e n t
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must rem a in  a l e r t  b e c a u s e  t h e  u l t r a  r i g h t - w i n g  e x t r e m i s t s  

a r e  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  t o  law  e n f o r c e m e n t  and m i n o r i t i e s .

Law e n fo r c e m e n t  a c t i o n s  have d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  v i o l e n t  

r i g h t  i n  t h e  p a s t  a n d  a r e  c a p a b le  and w i l l i n g  t o  d e a l

w i t h  t h e  v i o l e n t  r i g h t  now and i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Beyond

t h i s  t h e s e  g r o u p s  a r e  b o t h  e x t r e m i s t  and  m a r g i n a l ,  

p r e s e n t l y  c o n s t i t u t i n g  no r e a l i s t i c  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  n a t i o n s

s t r u c t u r e  o r  o r d e r .  T h i s  c o n c l u s i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  does n o t

mean t h a t  f u t u r e  d ev e lo p m e n ts  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i l l  

n o t  p r o v i d e  more f r u i t f u l  g rounds  f o r  r i g h t  e x t rem ism .  

The f r u s t r a t i o n s  a nd  b i g o t r y  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  p a r t  o f  

A m e r i c a n  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  h a v e  n o t  d i s a p p e a r e d  and  

p o s s i b l y  a v a i l  t h e  c o n j u n c t i o n  o f  a m ajor  d o m e s t i c  c r i s i s  

and  a more i n t e l l i g e n t l y  c r a f t e d  e x t r e m i s t  i d e o l o g y  t o  

m a n i f e s t  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  more d a n g e r o u s  f o r m s .  I t  i s  

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  e x t re m e  r i g h t  c o u ld  r e a s s e s s  i t s e l f  i f  

t h e  c u r r e n t  c o n s e r v a t i v e  c l i m a t e  c o n t i n u e s  i n  t h e  U n i ted  

S t a t e s .  The e x t r e m i s t  r i g h t  w i l l  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a lways 

rem a in  o u t s i d e  t h e  sy s te m .
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DECLARATION OF WAR

I t  i s  now a d a r k  and d i sm a l  t im e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  

o u r  r a c e .  A l l  a b o u t  u s  l i e  t h e  g r e e n  g r a v e s  o f  o u r  

s i r e s ,  y e t  i n  a l an d  once o u r s ,  we have become a p e o p le  

d i s p o s s e s s e d .

By t h e  m i l l i o n s  t h o s e  n o t  o f  o u r  b lo o d  v i o l a t e  o u r  

b o r d e r s  and  mock o u r  c l a i m  t o  s o v e r e i g n t y .  Y e t  o u r  

p e o p le  r e a c t  o n ly  w i th  l e t h a r g y .

A g r e a t  s i c k n e s s  h as  overcome u s .  Why do o u r  p e o p le

do n o t h i n g ?  What m a d n e s s  i s  t h i s ?  h a s  t h e  c a n c e r  of

R a c i a l  Masochism consumed o u r  v e r y  w i l l  t o  e x i s t ?

W hile  we a l l o w  Mexicans by t h e  l e g i o n s  t o  in v a d e  o u r

s o i l ,  we murder  our  b a b i e s  in  e q u a l  numbers .  Were t h e

men o f  t h e  Alamo o n ly  a myth? Whether  by f o r c e  o r  arms 

o r  f o r c e  o f  t h e  g r o i n ,  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  i n v a s i o n  i s  t h e  

same. Yet  o u r  p e o p le  do n o t  a s s i s t .

Our h e r o e s  and  our  c u l t u r e  have  been  i n s u l t e d  and 

d e g r a d e d .  The Mongrel h o r d e s  c lam or  t o  s e v e r  us  from our  

i n h e r i t a n c e  and o u r  p e o p le  do n o t  c a r e .

T h rou g ho u t  t h i s  l an d  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  b e in g  c o e r c e d  

i n t o  a c c e p t i n g  n o n - w h i t e s  f o r  t h e i r  i d o l s ,  t h e i r  

com pan ions ,  and w o r s t  o f  a l l  t h e i r  m a te s .  A c o u r s e  which 

i s  t a k i n g  us  s t r a i g h t  i n t o  o b l i v i o n .  Yet o u r  p e o p le  do 

n o t  s e e .
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Not by a c c i d e n t  b u t  by d e s i g n  t h e s e  t e r r i b l e  t h i n g s  

h a v e  come t o  p a s s .  I t  i s  s e l f - e v i d e n t  t o  a l l  who have 

e y e s  t o  s e e  t h a t  an  e v i l  shadow h as  f a l l e n  a c r o s s  o u r  

o n c e  f a i r  l a n d .  E v id e n c e  abounds t h a t  a c e r t a i n  v i l e ,  

a l i e n  p e o p le  have t a k e n  c o n t r o l  o v e r  our c o u n t r y .

How i s  i t  t h a t  a p a r a s i t e  h a s  g a in e d  dom in ion  o v e r  

i t s  h o s t ?  I n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  v i g i l a n t ,  o u r  f a t h e r s  have 

s l e p t .  What a r e  we t o  do?  How b l e a k  t h e s e  a l i e n s  have 

made o u r  c h i l d r e n ' s  f u t u r e .

A l l  a b o u t  us t h e  l a n d  i s  d y in g .  Our c i t i e s  swarm 

w i t h  dusky h o r d e s .  The w a t e r  i s  r a n c i d  and t h e  a i r  i s  

r a n k .  Our fa rm s a r e  b e in g  s e i z e d  by u s u r i o u s  l e a c h e s  and 

o u r  p e o p l e  a r e  b e i n g  f o r c e d  o f f  t h e  l a n d .  The 

C a p i t a l i s t s  and  t h e  C o m m u n is ts  p i c k  g l e e f u l l y  a t  o u r  

b o n e s  w h i l e  t h e  v i l e  h o o k - n o s e d  m a s t e r s  o f  u s u r y  

o r c h e s t r a t e  our  d e s t r u c t i o n .  What i s  t o  become o f  o u r  

c h i l d r e n  i n  a l an d  such  a s  t h i s ?  Yet s t i l l  o u r  p e o p le  

s l e e p !

E veryday  t h e  r i c h  t i g h t e n  t h e  c h a i n s  t h a t  l a y  heavy  

upon o u r  p e o p l e .  How p i t i f u l  t h e  w h i t e  w ork ing  c l a s s  h a s  

b e c o m e .  Where i s  t h e  b r a v e  A ryan  Yeoman so q u i c k  t o  

s m i t e  t h e  t y r a n t ' s  hand?

They c l o s e  t h e  f a c t o r i e s ,  t h e  m i l l s ,  t h e  m in e s ,  and 

s h i p  our  j o b s  o v e r s e a s .  Y e t  our  p e o p le  do n o t  awaken.

They send  an army o f  a g e n t s  i n t o  our  m id s t  t o  s t e a l  

from o u r  p o c k e t s  and e n f o r c e  t h e i r  r u l e .  Our f o r e f a t h e r s
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u n d e r  King George knew freedom  more t h a n  we. Yet  s t i l l ,  

s t i l l  our  p e o p le  s l e e p .

To t h o s e  who a w a k e n ,  t h e  r e a l i t y  i s  g r i m .  John 

S i n g e r  a w o k e .  C o n c e r n e d  o v e r  t h e  r a m p a n t  d r u g s ,  

h o m o s e x u a l i t y ,  a n d  m i s c e g e n a t i o n  t o  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  he 

t r i e d  t o  t e a c h  h i s  c h i l d r e n  a t  home. He was a s t o u t  

A ry a n  Yeoman who l o v e d  h i s  f a m i l y  d e a r l y .  Government

a g e n t s  s h o t  him i n  t h e  b a c k .

Gordon Kahl awoke. A f t e r  f o u r  d e c a d e s  o f  s u b m is s io n  

t o  t h e  t y r a n n y  o f  t h e  IRS he t r i e d  t o  r e s i s t .  He was a 

s t o u t  A r y a n  Yeom an  who l o v e d  h i s  f a m i l y  d e a r l y .  

Government  a g e n t s  s h o t  him i n  t h e  back .

A r t h u r  L. K i r k  a w o k e .  F o r  t h r e e  g e n e r a t i o n s  h i s  

f a m i ly  farmed t h e e  l a n d  t h e  u s u r i o u s  bank was t r y i n g  t o  

s t e a l .  Kinsman K i r k  t i r e d  t o  r e s i s t .  He was a s t o u t  

A ry an  Yeoman who l o v e d  h i s  f a m i l y  d e a r l y .  Government

a g e n t s  s h o t  him i n  t h e  b a c k .

To t h o s e  t h r e e  k i n s m e n  we sa y :  " R i s e ,  r i s e  from

y ou r  g r a v e s  w h i t e  b r o t h e r s !  R ise  and j o i n  u s !  We go t o  

avenge  yo u r  d e a t h s .  The Aryan Yeomanry i s  a w ak en in g .  A 

long  f o r g o t t e n  wind i s  s t a r t i n g  t o  blow. Do you h e a r  t h e  

a p p ro a c h in g  t h u n d e r ?  I t  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  awakened Saxon. 

War i s  upon t h e  l a n d .  The t y r a n t ' s  b lo o d  w i l l  f l o w . "

By o n e s  and  by  t w o s ,  by s c o r e s  and by l e g i o n s  we 

w i l l  d r i v e  t h e  enemy i n t o  t h e  s e a .  Through o u r  b lo o d  and 

G od 's  w i l l ,  t h e  l a n d  p rom ised  t o  our  f a t h e r s  o f  o l d  w i l l  

become t h e  lan d  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  b e .
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We w i l l  r e s i g n  o u r s e l v e s  no more t o  be r u l e d  by a 

governm ent  b a se d  on m obacracy .  We, from t h i s  day fo rw a rd  

d e c l a r e  t h a t  we no  l o n g e r  c o n s i d e r  t h e  r e g i m e  i n  

W ashing ton  t o  be a v a l i d  and l a w fu l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  a l l  

A r y a n s  who r e f u s e  t o  su bm i t  t o  t h e  c o e r c i o n  and s u b t l e  

t y r a n n y  p l a c e d  upon us by Tel Aviv and t h e i r  l a c k e y s  i n  

W a s h i n g t o n .  We r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  mass o f  our  p e o p le  

h a v e  b e e n  p u t  i n t o  a l o b o t o m i z e d ,  l e t h a r g i c  s t a t e  o f  

b l i n d  o b e d i e n c e  and  we w i l l  n o t  t a k e  p a r t  anymore i n  

c o l l e c t i v e  r a c i a l  s u i c i d e !

We h e r e b y  d e c l a r e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  b e  a f r e e  and  

s o v e r e i g n  p e o p l e .  We c l a i m  a t e r r i t o r i a l  i m p e r a t i v e  

which w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  N o r th  American C o n t i n e n t  

n o r t h  o f  Mexico.

As s o l d i e r s  o f  t h e  Aryan R e s i s t a n c e  Movement (ARMO 

we w i l l  c o n d u c t  o u r s e l v e s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  Geneva 

C o n v e n t io n .

We now c l o s e  t h i s  D e c l a r a t i o n  w i th  an open l e t t e r  t o  

C ongress  and o u r  s i g n a t u r e s  c o n f i r m in g  o u r  i n t e n t  t o  do 

b a t t l e .  L e t  f r i e n d  and fo e  a l i k e  be made aw are .  T h is  i s  

w a r !

OPEN LETTER TO THE U.S. CONGRESS

A l l  o f  you t o g e t h e r  a r e  n o t  s o l e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

w h a t  h a s  h ap pened  t o  A m erica ,  b u t  each  o f  you ,  w i t h o u t  

e x c e p t i o n  i s  p a r t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e .  And t h e  Day w i l l  come
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when e a c h  o f  y o u r  w i l l  be  c a l l e d  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h a t  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

T he  Day w i l l  com e when y o u r  c o m p l i c i t y  i n  t h e  

b e t r a y a l  o f  t h e  5 5 , 0 0 0  A m e r i c a n s  who s a c r i f i c e d  i n  

V i e tn a m  w i l l  be c a l l e d  t o  a c c o u n t .  W hether  you were a 

"hawk" o r  a "dove" w i l l  n o t  c a r r y  much w e i g h t  t h e n .  A l l  

t h a t  w i l l  m a t t e r  i s  t h a t  you p l a y e d  p o l i t i c s  w h i l e  th e y  

were d y i n g .  A l l  we w i l l  a sk  you i s  why you f i l e d  i n  your 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  them and t o  America ,  why you f a i l e d  to  

u s e  t h e  f u l l  power o f  your  o f f i c e  t o  e x p o se  t h e  t r e a s o n  

o f  your  c o l l e a g u e s ?

The Day w i l l  come when you s u b s e r v i e n c e  t o  t h e  a n t i -  

American " I s r a e l  Lobby" w i l l  be c a l l e d  t o  a c c o u n t .  Your 

v o t e s  t o  s t r i p  A m e r i c a n  a r s e n a l s  so t h a t  Z i o n i s t s  can 

h o l d  on t o  s t o l e n  l a n d ;  y o u r  a c q u i e s c e n c e  i n  a p o l i c y  

w h i c h  h a s  t u r n e d  a l l  o u r  Arab  f r i e n d s  i n t o  e n e m i e s ,  

s e r i o u s l y  j e o p a r d i z e d  o u r  o i l  l i f e l i n e ,  and b a n k ru p te d  

o u r  n a t i o n a l  economy -  t h o s e  t h i n g s  a r e  i n e x c u s a b l e ,  and 

no p l e a  t h a t  you "had t o  do i t " ,  t h a t  t h e  J e w i s h  p r e s s u r e  

on you was to o  g r e a t  t o  r e s i s t  w i l l  a c q u i t  y ou .

The Day w i l l  come -  i f  America s u r v i v e s  -  when you 

w i l l  p a y  d e a r l y  f o r  h a v i n g  w e a k e n e d  A m e r i c a  a n d  

s t r e n g t h e n e d  o u r  communist  enemies a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r ld .  

And d o n ' t  t r y  t o  t e l l  us  t h a t  Henry K i s s i n g e r  i s  t h e  one 

t o  blame f o r  t h a t  I You c o n f i rm ed  K i s s i n g e r ' s  a p p o in tm e n t  

knowing f u l l  w e l l  w ha t  h i s  p o l i c i e s  w e re .  You went  a lo ng
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w i th  K i s s i n g e r .  You c o u ld  have s to p p e d  him any t im e  you 

wanted t o .

And i t  was you who a l l o w e d  t h e  S o v i e t  Union  t o  

e v a l u a t e  America  on t h e  s e a s ,  t o  w h i t t l e  down our  l e a d  i n  

m i s s i l e s ,  t o  b u i l d  i t s  m i l i t a r y  m i g h t  w h i l e  o u r s  

d w i n d l e d .  I t  was you who b o u g h t  v o t e s  by t a k i n g  money 

from o u r  d e f e n s e  b u d g e t  and sp e n d in g  i t  on " w e l f a r e "  and 

"pork b a r r e l "  p r o j e c t s .  I t  was you who caved i n  t o  t h e  

demand o f  t h e  m ed ia  l i b e r a l s  t h a t  we s c r a p  m i l i t a r y  

s u p e r i o r i t y  and s e t t l e  f o r  " p a r i t y "  w i t h  t h e  Reds. T ha t  

r e a s o n  w i l l  c o s t  us m i l l i o n s  o f  l i v e s  one day ,  and so do 

n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  we w i l l  s p a r e  y o u r s .

The Day w i l l  come when, above  a l l  e l s e ,  you w i l l  pay 

f o r  b e t r a y i n g  your  r a c e .  Most o f  you w i l l  s ay  t h a t  you 

a r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r c e d  b u s in g  o f  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n ,  t h a t  

you a r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  B lack  t e r r o r  which s t a l k s  t h e  s t r e e t s  

o f  o u r  c i t i e s ,  t h a t  y o u  a r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  " r e v e r s e  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n "  w h ic h  t a k e s  j o b s  away from W hites  and 

g i v e s  them t o  B l a c k s ,  t h a t  you a r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  f l o o d i n g  

of  America w i th  i l l e g a l  im m ig r a n t s ,  b e c a u s e  you know a l l  

t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  u n p o p u l a r .

B u t  y o u  b r o u g h t  everyone  o f  t h e s e  p l a g u e s  down on 

our  h e a d s .  You p a s s e d  t h e  " c i v i l  r i g h t s "  laws which gave  

u s  b u s i n g  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  and  t h e n  you r e f u s e d  

r e p e a t e d l y  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o u t l a w  t h i s  m ons t rous  c r im e  

a g a i n s t  c h i l d r e n .  I t  was your  s c ra m b le  f o r  B lack  v o t e s
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and  y o u r  c o w a r d i c e  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  c o n t r o l l e d  news 

m ed ia  which  a l lo w e d  o u r  c i t i e s  t o  become c r i m e - i n f e s t e d  

j u n g l e s .  You s e t  up t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  e m p lo y e r s  had 

t o  m ee t  r a c i a l  q u o t a s .  And you p a s s e d  t h e  im m ig r a t i o n  

laws which s t a r t e d  t h e  f l o o d  o f  n o n -w h i t e  im m ig ra n t s  i n t o  

America -  a f l o o d  which i s  now o u t  o f  c o n t r o l .

We h o l d  you  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s ;  f o r  

e v e r y  White  c h i l d  t e r r o r i z e d  i n  a r a c i a l l y  mixed s c h o o l ,  

f o r  e v e r y  W h i te  p e r s o n  m u r d e r e d  i n  one  o f  o u r  u r b a n  

j u n g l e s ,  f o r  e v e r y  W h i t e  woman r a p e d  by  one  o f  t h e  

a r r o g a n t  " e q u a l s "  roam ing  our  s t r e e t s ,  f o r  e v e r y  White  

f a m i ly  hungry  and d e s p e r a t e  b e c a u s e  a White  w o r k e r ' s  j o b  

was g iv e n  t o  a B la c k .  Each day t h e  l i s t  grow l o n g e r ,  b u t  

t h e  Day w i l l  come when t h e  whole s c o r e  w i l l  be  s e t t l e d  

and you w i l l  pay e v e r y  one o f  t h e s e  d e b t s  i n  f u l l .

D o n ' t  t r y  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  us t h a t  you v o te d  r i g h t  some 

o f  t h e  t i m e ,  t h a t  t h e e  governm ent  i s  a game o f  g i v e  and 

t a k e ,  and t h a t  you had t o  v o t e  f o r  bad laws i n  o r d e r  t o  

g e t  o t h e r s  t o  v o t e  f o r  good law s .  A l l  wee c a r e  a b o u t  i s  

t h a t  you  h a v e  c o l l e c t i v e l y  r u i n e d  America and p u t  our  

whole r a c e  i n  j e o p a r d y .

We know what  America u sed  t o  be and what  i t  c o u ld  be 

t o d a y ,  and we can  s e e  what  i t  h a s  become i n s t e a d  -  and 

you  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  t h a t  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  We p l a c e d  our  

t r u s t  i n  y o u ,  we g a v e  you  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  our  

f u t u r e ,  and you b e t r a y e d  u s .
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You know how t o  l i e  sm o o th ly  and c o n v i n c i n g l y /  how 

t o  t a l k  o u t  o f  b o th  s i d e s  o f  y ou r  mouth a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  

how t o  s w i t c h  s i d e s  w i t h o u t  b l i n k i n g  an e y e ,  b u t  when t h e  

A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  f i n a l l y  r i s e  up i n  r i g h t e o u s  w r a th  and 

demand j u s t i c e ,  none  o f  y o u r  t r i c k e r y  and d e c e i t  w i l l  

save  you .

You may wave t h e  f l a g  t h e n ,  b u t  we w i l l  remember 

t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  5 5 , 0 0 0  y o u n g  A m e r i c a n s  w e r e  b e i n g  

b u t c h e r e d  i n  V ie tn a m  b e c a u s e  t h e  A m e r ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  

imposed s u i c i d a l  "R u les  o f  Engagement" on them which gave  

t h e  enemy a l l  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s ,  you d i d  l i t t l e  o r  n o t h i n g .

You knew what was h a p p e n i n g ,  and you d id  n o t  s h o u t  

i t  f o r m  t h e  r o o f t o p s .  You knew t h a t  our  f i g h t i n g  men 

were b e i n g  b e t r a y e d ,  and you d i d  n o t  a t t a c k  t h e  b e t r a y e r s  

f o r  a l l  you were w o r th .  You d i d  n o t  d i s r u p t  t h e  c o u n c i l s  

o f  t r e a s o n .  You c h o s e  n o t  t o  make a n u i s a n c e  o f  

y o u r s e l f ,  t o  s h o u t  down t h e  t r a i t o r s  on t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  

H o u s e  o r  t h e  S e n a t e ,  t o  g i v e  them  no q u a r t e r .  You 

r em a in e d  a p a r t y  t o  t h e  t r e a s o n ,  b e c a u s e  you ch ose  n o t  t o  

f i g h t  i t  so  u n c o m p r o m i s i n g l y  t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  t r a i t o r s  

would have had e i t h e r  t o  back  down o r  t o  e x p e l  you from 

t h e  C o n g r e s s .

W h e th e r  you w e re  an  i n s t i g a t o r  o f  t h e  t r e a s o n  o r  

w h e th e r  you j u s t  went  a lo n g  f o r  t h e  r i d e  w i l l  make l i t t l e  

d i f f e r e n c e  t o  u s .  Wee w i l l  n o t  l i s t e n  t o  your  e x p l a ­

n a t i o n  t h a t  you were r e a l l y  on o u r  s i d e  a l l  t h e  t im e .
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We w i l l  o n l y  remember t h a t  when a man who once was 

an o f f i c i a l  o f  t h e  Communist P a r t y ' s  l a w y e r s '  f r o n t  and 

who was s t i l l  an o f f i c i a l  o f  t h e  Z i o n i s t s '  s e c r e t  p o l i c e  

a g en c y ,  t h e  n o t o r i o u s  ADL, was nom ina ted  t o  be a t t o r n e y  

g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  n o t  o n e  o f  you  v o t e d  

a g a i n s t  him -  n o t  one! We w i l l  o n ly  remember t h a t  you 

c o u ld  have s to p p e d  what  has  happened t o  A m erica ,  and ,  f o r  

w h a tev e r  r e a s o n ,  you d i d  n o t .

No, when t h e  Day comes,  we w i l l  n o t  a sk  w h e th e r  you

swung t o  t h e  r i g h t  o r  w h e th e r  you swung t o  t h e  l e f t ;  we

w i l l  s im p ly  swing you by t h e  n eck .

PRINCIPLES OF WAR AND RULES OF ENGAGEMENT

" P o l i t i c s " ,  a s  F r a n c i s  P a r k e r  Yockey s t a t e d ,  " i s  

a c t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o o  p o w e r " .  The u l t i m a t e  end  o f  

p o l i t i c s  i s  w a r .  As l o n g  a s  n a t u r e  a nd  human n a t u r e  

rem ain  t h e  same, war w i l l  rem ain  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  r e s u l t  o f  

p u r e  p o l i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g .  E i t h e r  we w i l l  have  power and 

c o n t r o l  o f  a g overnm en t  b a sed  on t h e  laws o f  God, o r  you 

w i l l  have power.

I n  o u r  d a y  w ar  comes a b o u t  when t h e  a t t e m p t  t o

c o n q u e r  by e c o n o m ic  means b r e a k s  down and t h e e  p e o p le

t u r n  on t h e i r  p r e d a t o r s  and r e s i s t .  T h is  i s  t h e  p o i n t  a t  

w h ic h  N o r t h  America  now f i n d s  i t s e l f .  We p e r c e i v e  o u r  

p r e s e n t  c o u r s e  t o  be  d e t e r m i n e d  by o u r  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  

In d ep e n d en c e ,  w h e r e in  i t  i s  s t a t e d  "whenever  any form o f
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governm ent  becomes d e s t r u c t i v e  o f  t h e s e  e n d s ,  i t  i s  t h e  

r i g h t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  a l t e r  o r  t o  a b o l i s h  i t ,  and t o  

i n s t i t u t e  new g o vernm en t ,  l a y i n g  i t s  " f o u n d a t i o n  on such  

p r i n c i p l e s  and o r g a n i z i n g  i t s  powers i n  such form , a s  t o  

them  s h a l l  seem most l i k e l y  t o  a f f e c t  t h e i r  s a f e t y  and 

h a p p i n e s s . "  We c o n s i d e r  i t  n o t  o n ly  our  r i g h t ,  b u t  our  

d u ty  b e f o r e  A lm igh ty  God.

However, t h e  Aryan r a c e  h a s  n e a r l y  a lways waged war 

by  some c o d e  o f  c o n d u c t ,  w h e t h e r  i t  b e  t h e  c o d e  o f  

c h i v a l r y  o r  t h e  Geneva C o n v e n t io n .  Wee do n o t  i n t e n d  t o  

b r e a k  w i t h  our  p a s t .

U n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  a l i e n s  i n  o u r  w h i t e  

g o v e r n m e n t s ,  t h e  a l l i e s  i n  WW I I  were c o e r c e d  t o  bomb 

c i v i l i a n  t a r g e t s .  The bombing o f  H i ro sh im a  and N ag asak i  

w e r e  d e p l o r a b l e ,  and  t h e  e v e n  w o r s e  f i r e - b o m b i n g  o f  

D r e s e n  a n d  H a m b u rg  a r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  by u s  t o  be  

l e g i t i m a t e  w a r f a r e .

T h i s  war i s  t o  be  b e tw e e n  c o m b a t a n t s  o n l y .  Any 

a g e n t  o f  t h e  Z i o n i s t  O c c u p a t i o n  G o v e rn m e n t  o f  N o r t h  

America we c o n s i d e r  t o  be our  enemy and t h e  enemy o f  t h e  

p e o p le  f o r  whom we f i g h t .  L ik e w i s e ,  anyone who t a k e s  i t  

upon t h e i r  s e l f  t o  oppose  us i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  w i l l f u l l y  and 

a c t i v e l y  we c o n s i d e r  t o  be our  m o r t a l  enemy.

I f  t h e  a g e n t s  o f  ZOG h a r a s s  o r  i n j u r e  o u r  n o n -  

c o m b a ta n t s ,  such  as  women, c h i l d r e n ,  aged  o r  i n f i r m ,  we 

w i l l  r e t u r n  i n j u r y  f o r  i n j u r y .
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Any l o c a l  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r ,  s t a t e  p a t r o l m a n ,  o r  o t h e r  

l a w  e n fo rc e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l  who c o o p e r a t e  w i th  t h e  a g e n t s  

o f  ZOG and  i n j u r e s  u s  i n  any  way w i l l  be r e g a r d e d  as

c o m b a t a n t s .  Those who do n o t  w i l l  be r e g a r d e d  a s  non-

c o m b a ta n t s .

The t i m e  o f  d e c i s i o n  i s  coming f o r  members o f  t h e  

Armed F o rc e s  o f  N or th  A m erica .  You w i l l  one day  soon be 

o r d e r e d  t o  f i r e  on yo u r  own p e o p l e .  I f  you s i d e  w i t h  t h e  

a g e n t s  o f  ZOG, e v e n  i f  t h e  form t h e y  t a k e  i s  y o u r  own 

commands, and you " f o l l o w  o r d e r s "  you w i l l  be r e g a r d e d  as  

c o m b a t a n t s .  I f  you  s i d e  w i t h  your  r a c i a l  k insm en you 

w i l l  be r e g a r d e d  a s  n o n - c o m b a ta n t s .

Any bank ing  a g e n t  who f o r e c l o s e s  on p r o p e r t y  b e in g

p u t  t o  p r o d u c t i v e  u s e  by t h e  s e a t  o f  a f a r m e r ' s  b a c k ,

b e c a u s e  he c o u l d n ' t  pay h i s  u s u r y  t a x ,  w i l l  be r e g a r d e d  

a s  c o m b a ta n t s .  Those who do n o t  w i l l  be r e g a r d e d  a s  non-  

c o m b a ta n t s .

Any ju d g e ,  a t  any l e v e l ,  who makes l e g a l  d e c i s i o n s  

o r  hands  down s e n t e n c e s  h a rm fu l  t o  us o r  t h e  p e o p l e  f o r  

whom we f i g h t  w i l l  be r e g a r d e d  as  c o m b a ta n t s .

Any a g e n t s  o f  b u s i n e s s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  who p u r s u e  

p o l i c i e s  ha rm fu l  t o  us t h e  p e o p le  f o r  whom we f i g h t  w i l l  

be r e g a r d e d  as  c o m b a ta n t s .

Any c i t i e s  o f  N o r th  America  who w i l l i n g l y  c o o p e r a t e s  

w i t h  ZOG a g e n t s  and b r i n g s  i n j u r y  t o  us o r  j e o p a r d i z e  o u r  

s e c u r i t y  i n  any way w i l l  be  r e g a r d e d  as  c o m b a ta n t s .
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Any n o n - w h i t e  r e s i d e n t  o f  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  who 

i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  w i l l f u l l y ,  and a c t i v e l y  opposed us w i l l  be 

r e g a r d e d  a s  c o m b a ta n t s .

And any t r a i t o r  i n  our  m id s t  who b e t r a y s  us w i l l  be 

h u n t e d  own l i k e  a dog and have t h e i r  head  removed from 

t h e i r  body.

We have  no d e s i r e  t o  harm anyone who h as  no d e s i r e  

t o  harm u s .  In  k e e p in g  w i th  p o l i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  t h i s  i s  

p u r e l y  a s t r u g g l e  f o r  power.

We e n j o i n  a l l  p e o p le  t o  c h o ose  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  which 

s i d e  t h e y  w i l l  b e  o n .  Make s u r e  t h a t  you  h a v e  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  number o f  r e l e v a n t  f a c t s  p o s s i b l e .  There  w i l l  

s u r e l y  come a day when f e n c e - s i t t i n g  w i l l  be i m p o s s i b l e .  

And once you have made up your mind and b e g in  t o  a c t ,  t h e  

d i e  i s  c a s t  f o r  you .  There  w i l l  be no t u r n i n g  b a ck .

With t h e s e  t h i n g s  s a i d ,  l e t  t h e  b a t t l e  b e g i n .

We, t h e  f o l l o w i n g ,  b e in g  o f  sound mind and und e r  no 

d u r e s s ,  do h e r e b y  s i g n  t h i s  d o c u m e n t  o f  our  own f r e e  

w i l l ,  s t a t i n g  f o r t h r i g h t l y  and  w i t h o u t  f e a r  t h a t  we 

d e c l a r e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  be i n  a f u l l  and u n r e l e n t i n g  s t a t e  

o f  w a r  w i t h  t h o s e  f o r c e s  s e e k i n g  a n d  c o n s c i o u s l y  

p rom ot ing  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  our  f a i t h  and o u r  r a c e .

T h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  b l o o d ,  s o i l  and h o n o r ,  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  

o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  and  f o r  o u r  K i n g ,  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  we 

c o m m i t  o u r s e l v e s  t o  b a t t l e .  Amen ( U . S .  G o v e rn m e n t  

r e c o r d s ,  1984) .
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