WESTERN
MICHIGAN

UNIVERSITY The Journal of Sociology & Social Welfare

Volume 21

Issue 4 December Article 23

December 1994

The Rise and Fall of California’'s Radical Prison Movement. Eric
Cummins.

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/jssw

b Part of the Social Work Commons

Recommended Citation

(1994) "The Rise and Fall of California’'s Radical Prison Movement. Eric Cummins.," The Journal of
Sociology & Social Welfare: Vol. 21: Iss. 4, Article 23.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.15453/0191-5096.2208

Available at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/jssw/vol21/iss4/23

This Book Note is brought to you by the Western w

Michigan University School of Social Work. For more ESTERN
information, please contact wmu- M’CH’GAN
scholarworks@wmich.edu. UNIVERSITY


http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/jssw
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/jssw/vol21
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/jssw/vol21/iss4
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/jssw/vol21/iss4/23
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/jssw?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fjssw%2Fvol21%2Fiss4%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/713?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fjssw%2Fvol21%2Fiss4%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://doi.org/10.15453/0191-5096.2208
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/jssw/vol21/iss4/23?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fjssw%2Fvol21%2Fiss4%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:wmu-scholarworks@wmich.edu
mailto:wmu-scholarworks@wmich.edu
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/

Book Notes 183

interpretations of events. Information about the attitudes of
women towards crime is presented together with an account
of the way they are currently served by both statutory and
voluntary agencies. The responses of the police and lawyers
are also examined. The book concludes with a detailed set of
recommendations for improving the situation. At the time of
publication, the book’s major recommendations had already
been adopted by the West Yorkshire Police. Its recommenda-
tions and findings deserve to be widely read, analyzed and
implemented.

Eric Cummins: The Rise and Fall of California’s Radical Prison
Movement. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1994. $45.00
hardcover; $16.95 papercover.

The political activities of students, poor people, welfare re-
cipients, oppressed minorities and others during the 1960s has
been well documented. Less well known are the efforts of prison
inmates at the time to organize themselves and to express their
frustrations through political activism. Although the inmate
movement emerged in several states and in other countries as
well, it was particularly forceful in California where a highly or-
ganized convict movement attracted national attention through
its persistence campaigns to improve prison conditions, and
secure public support for its activities.

Cummins has written a gripping book which contains a de-
tailed narrative of events in the California prison system during
the 1960s and 1970s, as well as important sociological insights
into the way prisons operate, the way prisoners are treated and
the way they respond. The book focuses on the most celebrated
events of the period—the efforts of Caryl Chessman to escape
the death penalty, the imprisonment of political activists such
as Eldridge Cleaver and George Jackson, and the creation of the
first prison unions. The book shows how these activities failed
in the face of a brutal reaction to secure meaningful changes.
Its conclusions are depressing in light of the inexorable rise in
crime during the 1980s and 1990s, the rapid expansion of the
prison system and the perpetuation of simplistic beliefs about
the possibility of prisons solving the nation’s crime problem.
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