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'Gender Issues in Substance Abuse Prevention' that is also rather
poorly done. The section on social control contains only two chap-
ters, neither of which explicitly addresses the issue of substance
abuse prevention as an agent of social control. The chapter on gen-
der issues is short, underdeveloped, and contains seemingly con-
tradictory material. On the other hand, the strengths of the text
can be found in its very impressive demonstration of the use of
theory in driving and framing prevention research. However, as
with the literature on research methodology, this information may
not be appreciated by a wider audience. Another strength of the
text lies in its utility as a reference for previous research and liter-
ature in the field of substance abuse and, in particular, adolescent
substance abuse prevention. Many chapters provide fairly exten-
sive literature and prevention program reviews, although not all
are the most up to date. Some chapters feel dated, citing DSM-III-R
criteria, and having less-than-current reference sections.

Perhaps, one of the most distressing qualities of the text is
the overwhelming feeling of self-service one gets while reading
some of the chapters. Readers may begin to wonder whether
many of the contributors intended to utilize this text solely as
a forum to present their own research rather than a vehicle for
informing readers on a particular substance abuse prevention
topic. Some first authors reference themselves as many as twenty-
five and thirty times, citing works with apparently very similar, if
not identical, content. This may leave the reader questioning the
objectivity and credibility of some of the information presented.

Despite these limitations, the Handbook for Drug Abuse Preven-
tion is a good book. Researchers and academics will probably
appreciate it more than most practitioners and policymakers.
Although I would not recommend this work as a textbook for
a course in substance abuse prevention, as a reference book, it
does have very good value.

Sean R Hogan
University of California, Berkeley

John O'Manique. The Origins of Justice: The Evolution of Morality,
Human Rights and Law. Philadelphia: University of Pennsyl-
vania Press, 2003. $36.50 hardover, $26.00 papercover.
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If social workers are to take seriously the professional man-
date to promote social justice, we need to be rigorous in our
thinking about what social justice means and how to go about
achieving it. Many of us have experienced the phenomenon of
finger-pointing among our peers, with some people claiming to
be for social justice while accusing others of not being for social
justice, based on a misperception among social workers that we
all mean the same thing when we use the term. Yet there is no one
perspective of social justice that is the agreed-upon organizing
value of social work. Further, there are different conceptualiza-
tions about justice-distributive, legal, and commutative-that
are based on the social contract tradition that has prevailed among
political philosophers from Hobbes, Locke, Kant and Rousseau to
John Rawls and Robert Nozick. Contemporary distributive justice
theories, particulary those of Rawls and Nozick, serve as a useful
tool for social work in that they present an ideal social contract
that explains how a just society would be formed rationally, ruled
by a moral government and regulated by a defensible moral code.

In The Origins of Justice, O'Manique develops hypotheses
about the origins of human rights and justice that challenge
the writings of modern theorists such as Rawls and Nozick.
The view of human nature and the origins of social justice that he
presents are radically different from that of the prevailing Western
paradigm altogether. Instead of seeing humans in a negative light
as fundamentally aggressive and solitary, O'Manique shifts the
emphasis to a more positive characterization of human origins
within social communities, in which mutual care and empathy are
just as natural and effective as selfish, competitive behavior. His
hypotheses, based on neo-Darwinian theory and contemporary
research on evolution, are compelling and convincing. Instead
of seeing justice as a rational solution to the natural condition
of fear and conflict, O'Manique presents evidence to support the
hypothesis that human rights, law, and justice arise within caring
communities, from the reflections of our early ancesters on genet-
ically based inclinations required for biological development. He
shows that humans-once they developed self-consciousness-
constructed systems of justice within the context of their com-
munities and cultures that transcended the biological base from
which they emerged.
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In order to explain justice and its essential elements-morality,
human rights and obligations, and law-O'Manique is looking
for the origins of justice and seeking to explain justice. Thus,
his theory differs from those of Rawls and Nozick in that their
theories are normative and present a model of what they would
like justice to be. In stark contrast, O'Manique's theory is an
empirically based search for actual evolutionary origins of justice
rather than a moral argument about what justice should be.

While Rawls and Nozick are perceived to be in opposition-
with Rawls representing a liberal view and Nozick representing
a neoconservative view-O'Manique argues that their theories
begin with virtually the same assumptions about human nature.
Those assumptions are consistent with the dominant paradigm
of the nature of man' as a rational planner, or maximizer, and
basically selfish, and a Hobbesian view of life as nasty and soli-
tary. In his exploration, O'Manique shows evidence that human
development is distinquished primarily by self-consciousness
and its various cognitive manifestations, including understand-
ing, self-conscious feeling, intuition, and reasoning/rationality.
While reasoning is indispensable, it is neither primary nor central.
Throughout the book, O'Manique explores through the use of
scenarios but, unlike the fictional "states of nature" from Hobbes
to Rawls and Nozick, the scenarios are drawn from the natural
sciences. While they are not confirmed and thus remain hypothe-
ses in the scientific sense, O'Manique's scenarios attempt to get
at actual human origins and, thereby, the real origins of justice.

As O'Manique points out at the end of his book, the least un-
derstood of the hypotheses necessary for his argument is that our
early ancestors lived in communities that were relatively peaceful
and benevolent and that they were led by women. While there is
much evidence for this, there are also several interpretations of
it. While it is not questioned that today's world is patriarchal, the
issue of transition is important and the evidence does not provide
a clear picture of how that happened. Although contemporary
societies are quite Hobbesian, O'Manique is convinced that this
is neither the natural state nor the original position.

I As O'Manique points out, the dominant Western view virtually ignores women

and he thus calls attention to this bias by using italics.
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What might this say about our future? O'Manique's conclud-
ing comments are far too brief on this but nonetheless, they leave
the reader with a sense of hope. Human origins were convincingly
characterized in the book as being both selfish and caring. We
may be encouraged by the fact that there is growing movemnent
in civil society, outside traditional patriarchal political systems,
that counters in various ways the current dysfunctional political,
economic, environmental, and social trends that lean heavily on
the selfish side of our natures. In the last paragraph of his book,
O'Manique declares: "Even more encouraging is the fact that
there are more than three billion women on the planet, that they
have power wherever they are, and that more of them are moving
into positions of traditional political and corporate power. This in
itself should shift the central tendency from power-over toward
power-wish and move us closer to a natural and developmental
balance."

Dorothy Van Soest
University of Washington

Richard Wortley, Situational Prison Control: Crime Prevention in Cor-
rectional Institutions. New York: Cambridge University Press,
2002. $65.00 hardcover, $23.00 papercover.

In this book, psychologist Richard Wortley takes a community
based strategy for crime prevention and applies it to crime pre-
vention efforts in correctional institutions. While other corrections
experts have tried to address the challenge of prison management,
some suggesting a strict control method and others a participatory
management strategy, Wortley's pragmatic approach makes this
a particularly interesting book. His application of the situational
crime prevention strategy to concrete, everyday, real prison man-
agement dilemmas makes this a different approach in its own
right. Wortley deftly moves from theory to application, all within
the framework of "opportunity reduction".

This text is divided into two sections. Part One presents the big
picture: the theoretical foundations and methods of situational
prison control. Social workers will be interested in the attention
paid to the environmental catalysts, those found in both the
human and physical environments, of prison violence. Wortley
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