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SAUDI STUDENTS AT WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

A li  H a jja n  M u s ta fa , Ed.D .

W este rn  M ich igan  U n iv e r s i t y ,  1985

The p u rp o se  of t h i s  s tu d y  was to  i d e n t i f y  p e r c e p t io n s  o f Saudi 

s tu d e n t s  s tu d y in g  a t  W e s te rn  M ich ig an  U n iv e r s i ty  (WMU), f a c u l ty  and 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a t  WMU, a n d  a c a d e m ic  a d v i s o r s  i n  t h e  S a u d i A r a b ia n  

E d u c a t io n a l  M is s io n  in  C h ic ag o  r e g a r d i n g  a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m s  e n c o u n ­

te r e d  by S au d i s tu d e n ts  e n r o l l e d  a t  WMU, and to  d e te rm in e  any d i f f e r ­

e n c e s  i n  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  

p ro b le m s  b ase d  on a g e , m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  ac ad e m ic  l e v e l ,  and le n g th  o f 

s t a y  i n  th e  U n ited  S ta t e s .

R e s p o n d e n ts  t o  t h i s  s t u d y  i n c l u d e d  47 S a u d i s t u d e n t s ,  22 f a c ­

u l t y ,  24 a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and 8 a c a d e m ic  a d v is o r s .  The d a ta  f o r  t h i s  

s t u d y  w e re  o b t a i n e d  by  m ea n s  o f  a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  The d a t a  w e re  

a n a ly z e d  u t i l i z i n g  f r e q u e n c y , p e r c e n ta g e ,  m ean, and c h i sq u a re .

A n a ly s is  o f th e  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  r e s u l t e d  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  c o n c lu ­

s io n s  :

1. G iv in g  o r a l  r e p o r t s ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  c la ss ro o m  d i s c u s s io n ,  

w r i t i n g  te rm  p a p e rs ,  p ro n o u n c in g  w ords i n  E n g l is h ,  and w r i t i n g  e s s a y  

e x a m s w e re  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  som e o f  t h e  m o re  p r o b l e m a t i c  f o r  s t u ­

d e n ts .  H ow ever, u s in g  m ic r o f ic h e  and  m ic r o f i lm  and g e t t i n g  r e q u ir e d  

books w e re  c o n s id e r e d  to  be som e o f  th e  l e a s t  p ro b le m a tic .
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2. D i f f e r e n c e s  w e re  found  in  p e r c e p t io n s  b etw e en  s tu d e n ts  and 

f a c u l t y ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and ac ad e m ic  a d v i s o r s .  G e n e ra lly ,  s tu d e n ts  

s e ld o m  m ark e d  t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  know ; w h e rea s  r e l a t e d  p r o f e s s io n a l s  

o f t e n  m a rk e d  t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  know . F u r t h e r ,  s t u d e n t s  w e re  m ore  

l i k e l y  to  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  th e  i te m s  w ere  l e s s  p r o b le m a tic  f o r  them .

3. Age an d  a c a d e m ic  l e v e l  o f  s t u d e n t s  had  no e f f e c t  on t h e i r  

p e r c e p t i o n s .

4 . M a r i t a l  s t a t u s  o f  s t u d e n t s  h ad  no e f f e c t  on t h e i r  p e r ­

c e p t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  c o m p l e t i n g  e x a m in a t io n s  d u r i n g  th e  

sam e t i m e  s p a n  a s  A m e r ic a n  s t u d e n t s  an d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w o r d in g  on 

t e s t s ,  w hich  w ere p e r c e iv e d  to  be more p r o b le m a tic  f o r  m a r r ie d  s tu ­

d e n ts  .

5. L en g th  o f  s t a y  i n  th e  U n ited  S ta t e s  had no e f f e c t  on p e rc e p ­

t i o n s  o f  s tu d e n ts  w i th  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f w r i t i n g  e s s a y  exam s, t a k in g  

and o rg a n iz in g  n o te s ,  k e e p in g  a p p o in tm e n ts  and  p u n c tu a l i t y  w i th  i n ­

s t r u c t o r s ,  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  A m erican  e d u c a t io n a l  sy s te m , and h a v in g  

to o  m any c r e d i t  h o u r s  i n  o n e  s e m e s t e r ,  w h ic h  w e re  p e r c e i v e d  to  be 

m ore p r o b le m a tic  f o r  s t u d e n t s  who had  s p e n t  l e s s  t im e  in  th e  U n ited  

S t a t e s .

R ecom m endations w e re  g iv e n  f o r  e a s in g  th e  a c ad e m ic  a d ju s tm e n t  

and f o r  f u r t h e r  s t u d ie s .
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CHAPTER I

BACKGROUND AND PROBLEM STATEMENT 

In t r o d u c t io n

The f lo w  o f  s tu d e n t s  to  w e ll-k n o w n  c e n te r s  o f  l e a r n in g  i s  an o ld  

phenom enon. " E x te n s iv e  s tu d e n t  t r a v e l  i s  n o t found u n t i l  one tu r n s  

t o  t h e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  G re e k  s t a t e s "  ( C i e s l a k ,  1 9 5 5 , p . 1 ) . 

S tu d e n ts  from  ab ro ad  come to  th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s  to  see k  e d u c a t io n  in  

A m e r ic a n  c o l l e g e s  an d  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  Han ( c i t e d  i n  L e e , A b d e l l a ,  & 

B u rk s , 1981) a s s e r t e d  t h a t  th e  m ain  g o a ls  s tu d e n ts  w an ted  to  a c h ie v e  

i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  w e re  e d u c a t i o n a l .  S in g h  ( c i t e d  in  L ee e t  a l . ,  

1 9 8 1 ) a l s o  fo u n d  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  w as t h e  m a in  g o a l  o f  f o r e i g n  s t u ­

d e n ts  .

T he n u m b er o f  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  

T h e r e  w e re  1 4 4 ,7 0 8  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  to  be e n r o l l e d  in  U.S. 

c o l l e g e s  an d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  d u r i n g  1 9 7 0 -7 1  ( Open D o o r s , 1 9 7 1 , p . 4 ) .  

In  1 9 7 6 -7 7 , f o r e ig n  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r te d  to  be e n r o l l e d  i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  

and  c o l l e g e s  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s  ex c ee d ed  200,000 ( Open D o o rs , 1978, 

p . 5 ) .  D u r in g  th e  1 9 7 7 -7 8  a c a d e m ic  y e a r ,  t h e  c e n s u s  f o r  f o r e i g n  

s tu d e n t s  was g r e a t e r  th a n  i n  p re v io u s  y e a r s .  T h is  can be se e n  in  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  in  1977-78 t h e r e  w ere  235,509 s tu d e n t s ,  w h e rea s  in  1954-55 

th e  num ber o f  s tu d e n ts  was 34,232 (Open D o o rs , 1979, p . 3 ). F u r th e r ­

m ore , th e  num ber o f  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  r e p o r te d  in  1978-79 was 263,938 

(Open D o o rs , 1980, p . 1 ) , w h i le  i n  1979-80 th e  num ber o f s tu d e n ts  was

1
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2 8 6 ,3 4 3 ;  an  8.5% i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  n u m b er o f  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  i n  

1978-79  (Open D o o rs , 1 981a, p. 2).

T he n u m b er o f  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  w as s t i l l  i n c r e a s i n g  w hen i t  

r e a c h e d  3 1 1 ,8 8 0  in  1 9 8 0 -8 1 , an  8.9% i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  n u m b er o f  

s tu d e n t s  re p o r te d  in  1979-80  (Open D o o rs , 1981b, p. 3 ). F u r th e rm o re , 

th e  num ber o f  s tu d e n t s  re a c h e d  an a l l - t i m e  h ig h  o f 326 ,299  in  1981- 

8 2 — 1 4 ,4 1 7  s t u d e n t s  m o re  t h a n  th e  n u m b er r e p o r t e d  i n  1 9 8 0 -8 1  ( Open 

D o o rs , 1983, p. 3 ). A lso , th e  num ber o f  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  was 336,985 

i n  198 2 -8 3 , an i n c r e a s e  o f 10,666 s tu d e n ts  o v e r  th e  num ber r e p o r te d  

i n  1 9 8 1 -8 2  (O pen D o o r s , 1 9 8 4 , p. 1 ) . S o , t h e  n u m b e r o f  f o r e i g n  

s t u d e n t s  l e a p e d  f ro m  3 4 ,2 3 2  i n  1 9 5 4 -5 5 , t o  1 4 4 ,7 0 8  i n  1 9 7 0 -7 1 , an d  

re a c h e d  336,985 in  1 9 82-83 .

W ith  t h e  n u m b e r o f  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  i n c r e a s i n g  i n  t h e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s ,  c e r t a i n  p r o b le m s  h a v e  becom e a p p a r e n t  i n  a r e a s  su c h  a s  a d ­

j u s t m e n t  an d  E n g l i s h  la n g u a g e  p r o f i c i e n c y  ( J e n k i n s  & A s s o c i a t e s ,  

1 9 8 3 ). I t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  s e e k  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u l ­

f i l l m e n t  w h i le  s tu d y in g  in  th e  U n ited  S ta t e s .

Many o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  who b e g in  s t u d y in g  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  

d ro p  o u t a f t e r  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  b ec au se  o f d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s .  A c co rd in g  

to  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  E d u c a tio n  and W orld A f f a i r s  S tu d y  C om m ittee on 

F o re ig n  S tu d e n t A f f a i r s  (1964):

Many f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  o f a d e q u a te  i n t e l l e c t u a l  q u a l i t y  d rop  
o u t  o f  c o l l e g e  w i t h i n  a fe w  m o n th s  o f  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  h e r e  
b e c a u se  th e y  a r e  i n a d e q u a te ly  p re p a re d  in  th e  E n g l i s h  la n ­
g u a g e  to  k e e p  up i n  t h e i r  c o u r s e s .  M any f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  
a r e  u n s u c c e s s f u l  b e c a u s e  th e y  l a c k  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  b a c k ­
ground  o r  m o t iv a t io n  r e q u ir e d  by th e  p ro g ram  o r  th e  u n iv e r ­
s i t y  i n  w h ic h  th e y  e n r o l l .  O th e r s  a r e  m i s l e d  o r  m i s l e a d  
t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  c o m in g  to  U.S. i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r  
l e a r n in g  w ith  e x p e c t a t i o n s  th a t  ca n n o t be f u l f i l l e d  e i t h e r
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by th e m s e lv e s  o r  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in v o lv e d . S t i l l  o th e r s  
h a v e  i n a d e q u a t e  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  c o v e r  t h e i r  n e e d s  
and t h i s  compounds t h e i r  e d u c a t io n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  (p . 1)

B ecause o f th e  i n c r e a s in g  num ber o f  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  com ing to  

s tu d y  in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  s e r v ic e s  f o r  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  need to  be 

expanded and p ro b lem s o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  need to  be so lv e d . R esea rch  on 

t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  in  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  s h o u ld  be 

c o n tin u e d  and in c re a s e d  ( B e r te ,  1966).

Many s tu d ie s  have been  c o n d u c ted  to  i d e n t i f y  p ro b lem s o f  fo r e ig n  

s tu d e n t s .  H i l l  (1 9 6 6 ), in  h i s  s tu d y  w h ich  was co n d u c ted  to  i d e n t i f y  

th e  p ro b lem s o f  a group  o f  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  from  In d o n e s ia ,  T h a ila n d , 

P a k i s ta n ,  and I n d ia ,  found  t h a t  a l l  th o s e  s tu d e n t s  e x p e r ie n c e d  sub­

s t a n t i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i th  a c a d e m ic ,  p e r s o n a l ,  an d  f i n a n c i a l  p r o b ­

l e m s .  T he a c a d e m ic  w e re  fo u n d  t o  be  t h e  g r e a t e s t .  S o , a c a d e m ic  

p r o b le m s  o f  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  a r e  m o re  s e v e r e .  In  a n o t h e r  s tu d y  by  

S h arm a  ( 1 9 7 1 ) ,  who s t u d i e d  th e  a d j u s t m e n t  p r o b le m s  e x p e r i e n c e d  by  

f o r e ig n  n o n-E uropean  g ra d u a te  s t u d e n t s ,  i t  w a s fo u n d  t h a t  a c a d e m ic  

p ro b le m s  a r e  more s e v e re  and  m ore p e r s i s t e n t  th a n  e i t h e r  p e r s o n a l  o r  

s o c i a l  p ro b lem s. F u r th e rm o re , Sharm a fo u n d  t h a t  th e  acad em ic  p ro b ­

le m s  t a k e  m ore  t im e  to  r e s o l v e  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  t y p e .  W ith  t h i s  i n  

m ind , i t  can  be see n  t h a t  a c ad e m ic  p ro b le m s o f  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  a r e  

w o rth  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  and f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  needed .

The p re s e n t  s tu d y  was d e s ig n e d  to  a n sw e r some o f  th e  q u e s t io n s  

r e l a t e d  t o  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  f a c e d  by  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  a t  

W e ste rn  M ichigan  U n iv e r s i ty  (WMU).
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S ta te m e n t o f  th e  P rob lem

S tu d e n t s  fro m  a b r o a d  com e to  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  to  s e e k  e d u c a ­

t io n .  They come to  t h i s  c o u n try  w ith  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  te rm s  o f  

t h e i r  E n g l is h  la n g u a g e  s k i l l s ,  c u l t u r a l  b a c k g ro u n d , and e d u c a t io n a l  

e x p e r ie n c e s .  The re v ie w  o f th e  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  a c ad e m ic  p ro b lem s 

o f f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  in  A m erican  s c h o o ls  re v e a le d  th a t  c e r ­

t a i n  g r o u p s  o f  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  n o t  r e c e i v e d  e n o u g h  a t t e n t i o n  

from  r e s e a r c h e r s — in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  Saudi s tu d e n t s .

S in c e  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  b a c k ­

g ro u n d , i t  i s  e x p e c te d  t h a t  th e  f in d in g s  from  o th e r  s t u d ie s  m ig h t n o t 

be a p p l i c a b l e  to  S au d i s tu d e n t s .  T h e r e fo r e ,  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  s tu d y  

th e  a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m s  t h a t  S au d i s tu d e n ts  e n c o u n te r  w h i le  s tu d y in g  in  

A m erican  s c h o o ls .

W e ste rn  M ich ig an  U n iv e r s i ty  h as  a l a r g e  num ber o f  f o r e ig n  s t u ­

d e n ts .  Out o f  th e s e  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s ,  th e  Saud i s tu d e n t  p o p u la t io n  

i s  s i z a b l e .  T h i s  s t u d y  e x a m in e d  th e  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  t h a t  t h o s e  

S au d i s tu d e n t s  f a c e .  A d d i t i o n a l ly ,  i t  was d e s ig n e d  to  s e c u re  i n f o r ­

m a t io n  a b o u t  d i f f e r e n t  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  b a s e d  on som e 

s e l e c t e d  in d e p e n d e n t v a r i a b l e s .

L ee  e t  a l .  ( 1 9 8 1 )  fo u n d  t h a t  a g e ,  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  a c a d e m ic  

l e v e l ,  an d  l e n g t h  o f  s t a y  a r e  r e c u r r e n t  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  

th ro u g h o u t th e  l i t e r a t u r e .

The p u rp o se s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  w ere :

1. To i d e n t i f y  how S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y in g  a t  WMU, f a c u l t y  

m em bers who ta u g h t  S au d i s tu d e n t s  a t  WMU, a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  who d e a l t
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w i t h  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  a t  WMU, an d  a c a d e m ic  a d v i s o r s  in  t h e  C h ic a g o  

o f f i c e  o f th e  S au d i A ra b ia n  E d u c a t io n a l  M is s io n  in  th e  U.S. p e r c e iv e  

th e  ac ad e m ic  p ro b le m s t h a t  S aud i s tu d e n t s  f a c e  w h i le  s tu d y in g  a t  WMU.

2. To d e t e r m in e  w h e th e r  ( a )  a g e ,  (b )  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  ( c )  a c a ­

dem ic l e v e l ,  and (d ) le n g th  o f s ta y  i n  th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s  a r e  f a c t o r s  

in v o lv e d  a s  m easu red  by p e r c e p t io n s  o f  S au d i s tu d e n t s .

3. To make re co m m en d a tio n s  p e r t a i n in g  to  e a s in g  th e  ac ad e m ic  

a d ju s tm e n t  in  l i g h t  o f th e  f i n d in g s  o f  th e  s tu d y .

S ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  S tudy

W ith  more S au d i s tu d e n ts  com ing to  th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s  f o r  ed u ca­

t i o n ,  i t  i s  hoped th a t  th e  f in d in g s  o f t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  be h e lp f u l  i n  

d e t e r m i n i n g  th e  n a t u r e  an d  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  a c a d e m ic  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

t h a t  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  e n c o u n t e r  w h i l e  s t u d y i n g  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  

W ith  th e  i s o l a t i o n  o f th e s e  p ro b le m s , o f f i c i a l s  p o s s ib ly  w i l l  be a b le  

to  h e l p  s t u d e n t s  a d j u s t  p r e v io u s  to  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  th r o u g h  p r e p a r a ­

t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  r e c e iv e  h e lp  from  o f f i c i a l s  a f t e r  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  in  

c o p in g  w i t h  t h e s e  p r o b le m s .  S o , t h e  n e e d  f o r  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h i s  a r e a  

i s  o b v io u s .

R e se a rc h  Q u e s tio n s

T h is  s tu d y  was d e s ig n e d  to  a n sw e r t h e  f o l lo w in g  q u e s t io n s :

1. How do S aud i s tu d e n ts  s tu d y in g  a t  WMU, f a c u l ty  members who 

t a u g h t  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  a t  WMU, a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  who d e a l t  w i t h  S a u d i  

s tu d e n t s  a t  WMU, and ac ad e m ic  a d v i s o r s  i n  th e  C hicago  o f f i c e  o f th e  

S au d i A rab ian  E d u c a t io n a l  M is s io n  in  th e  U.S. p e r c e iv e  th e  acad em ic
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p ro b le m s  t h a t  S aud i s tu d e n t s  fa c e  w h i le  s tu d y in g  a t  WMU?

2. I s  t h e r e  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  

i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  b a s e d  on : (a )  s t u d e n t s '  a g e ,

(b )  s t u d e n t s '  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  ( c )  s t u d e n t s '  a c a d e m ic  l e v e l ,  an d  (d )  

l e n g th  o f  s t a y  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s ?

Research Hypotheses

A f te r  r e v ie w in g  th e  r e le v a n t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  th e  fo l lo w in g  re s e a r c h  

h y p o th e s e s  w ere d raw n:

1. T h ere  w i l l  be a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  th e  p e r c e p t io n s  b e tw e en  S au d i 

s tu d e n t s  s tu d y in g  a t  WMU and a l l  f a c u l t y ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and a c a ­

dem ic  a d v is o r s  in  r e g a r d  to  th e  a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m s  th a t  S au d i s tu d e n ts  

e n c o u n te r  w h i le  s tu d y in g  a t  WMU.

2 . There will be a difference in the perceptions of Saudi 

students in regard to their academic problems based on their ages.
3. T h e r e  w i l l  be  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  S a u d i  

s tu d e n t s  i n  re g a rd  to  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m s  based  on t h e i r  m a r i t a l  

s t a t u s .

4 . T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  S a u d i

s tu d e n t s  i n  re g a rd  to  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m s  based  on t h e i r  ac ad e m ic

l e v e l .

5. T h e r e  w i l l  be  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  S a u d i

s tu d e n t s  i n  re g a rd  to  t h e i r  ac ad e m ic  p ro b le m s  based  on th e  le n g th  o f

s t a y  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .
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D e f in i t i o n  o f  Terms

A cadem ic l e v e l : r e f e r s  to  w h e th e r  th e  s tu d e n t  i s  a g ra d u a te  o r

u n d e r g ra d u a te  s t u d e n t .

A cadem ic p ro b le m s : c e r t a i n  p ro b le m s  t h a t  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  may

f a c e  in  th e  ac ad e m ic  a r e a s  w h i le  s tu d y in g  in  A m erican  c o l le g e s  and 

u n i v e r s i t i e s  (s e e  A ppendix  B).

F o r e i g n  s t u d e n t : a n y  i n d i v i d u a l  who i s  n o t  a c i t i z e n  o f  t h e

U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  b u t  i s  s tu d y in g  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s .

G ro u p  m e m b e r s h ip : r e f e r s  to  t h e  f o u r  g ro u p s  in v o lv e d  i n  t h i s

s t u d y — s t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y ,  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a t  W e s te rn  M ic h ig a n  

U n iv e r s i t y ,  and S aud i M is s io n  a c ad e m ic  a d v i s o r s .

S a u d i A r a b ia ; th e  k ingdom  o f S au d i A ra b ia  o c c u p ie s  f o u r - f i f t h s  

o f  th e  A ra b ia n  p e n in s u la .  S au d i A r a b ia 's  o f f i c i a l  r e l i g i o n  i s  I s la m ,  

w h ich  i s  th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  c o u n t ry 's  la w .

S a u d i s tu d e n t : a  s tu d e n t  who i s  a c i t i z e n  o f S au d i A ra b ia  and

p r e s e n t l y  i s  e n r o l l e d  a t  WMU.

O r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  S tu d y

T h is  s tu d y  i s  o rg a n iz e d  i n t o  f i v e  c h a p te r s .  In  th e  f i r s t  ch ap ­

t e r  i s  th e  b ac kground  and p ro b lem  s ta te m e n t  w hich  in c lu d e s  th e  i n t r o ­

d u c t i o n ,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  p r o b le m , s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  s t u d y ,  

r e s e a r c h  q u e s t io n s ,  r e s e a r c h  h y p o th e s e s ,  and d e f i n i t i o n  o f  te rm s . In  

C h a p te r  I I  i s  th e  r e v ie w  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  w h ich  in c lu d e s  e d u c a t io n  

i n  S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  s t u d i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  o f  f o r e i g n

s t u d e n t s ,  s t u d i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  p e r s o n a l - s o c i a l  p r o b le m s  o f  f o r e i g n
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s t u d e n t s ,  and s tu d ie s  r e l a t e d  to  a d v i s in g  and c o u n s e lin g  o f  f o r e ig n  

s tu d e n t s .  D e sc rib e d  in  C h a p te r  I I I  i s  th e  m ethod , w hich  in c lu d e s  th e  

s u b j e c t s ,  r e s e a r c h  i n s t r u m e n t ,  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n ,  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  

d a t a ,  and d a ta  a n a ly s i s  p ro c e d u re s .  C h a p te r  IV in c lu d e s  th e  f i n d in g s  

o f th e  s tu d y . Summary, c o n c lu s io n s ,  and re co m m en d atio n s  a r e  in  th e  

f i f t h  c h a p te r .
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CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 

Introduction

The purpose of this chapter is to present a review of the lit­

erature dealing with problems that foreign students face while study­

ing abroad in order to provide a frame of reference for this study. 

Through the review, it was revealed that a great deal of studies 
examined the personal-social and academic problems faced by foreign 

students while studying in a country other than their own. Further­

more, many studies looked at advising and counseling of foreign 

students' problems while abroad.
Both academic and personal-social problems are discussed in 

order to give a clear picture of the problems foreign students face 
while studying abroad, and in order to demonstrate their importance 

in counseling and advising where both types of problems may interact 

and mutually influence each other.
With this in mind, the organization of this chapter is as fol­

lows: starting with general background information on education in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, then studies related to academic prob­

lems of foreign students, studies related to personal-social problems 

of foreign students, and, lastly, studies related to advising and 
counseling of foreign students.

9
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E d u c a tio n  in  th e  Kingdom o f  S audi A rab ia

10

The Kingdom o f  S au d i A ra b ia  has  a d o p te d  a sy stem  o f  com prehen­

s i v e  d e v e lo p m e n t  p l a n n i n g  s i n c e  1 9 7 0 . The m ain  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p l a n s  o f  t h e  K ingdom  i s  t o  p r e s e r v e  S a u d i  A r a b ia ’ s 

m o ra l  an d  r e l i g i o u s  v a l u e s  an d  to  r a i s e  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  l i v i n g  a s  

w e l l  a s  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  n a t i o n a l  

s e c u r i t y  and k e e p in g  s o c i a l  and econom ic s t a b i l i t y .  The d ev e lo p m en t 

p la n s  o f  th e  Kingdom hav e been  c a r r i e d  o u t  s u c c e s s f u l ly  ( M in is t r y  o f  

H ig h e r  E d u c a tio n , no d a t e - a ) .

S a u d i  A r a b ia  c o n s i d e r s  m an p o w e r t o  be t h e  s p r i n g b o a r d  in  t h e  

u t i l i z a t i o n  o f a l l  o th e r  r e s o u r c e s  and th e  d ev e lo p m e n t o f  t h i s  pow er 

th ro u g h  e d u c a t io n  i s  c o n s id e r e d  to  be th e  b a s i s  o f g e n e r a l  d ev e lo p ­

m ent ( M in i s t r y  o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n , 1978, A r t i c l e  #229).

The p u rp o se  and g e n e r a l  o b j e c t iv e s  o f  e d u c a t io n  in  th e  Kingdom 

o f  S a u d i A ra b ia  i s :

t o  have th e  s tu d e n t  u n d e r s ta n d  I s la m  in  a c o r r e c t  com pre­
h e n s i v e  m a n n e r ,  t o  p l a n t  an d  s p r e a d  th e  I s l a m i c  c r e e d ,  t o  
f u r n i s h  th e  s tu d e n t  w i th  th e  v a lu e s ,  te a c h in g s  and i d e a l s  
o f  I s la m , to  e q u ip  him  w i th  th e  v a r io u s  s k i l l s  and know l­
e d g e , to  d e v e lo p  h i s  co n d u c t i n  c o n s t r u c t iv e  d i r e c t i o n s ,  to  
d e v e lo p  th e  s o c i e t y  e c o n o m ic a l ly ,  s o c i a l l y  and c u l t u r a l l y ,  
and  to  p re p a re  th e  i n d i v id u a l  to  becom e a u s e f u l  member in  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  h i s  c o m m u n ity  ( M i n i s t r y  o f  H ig h e r  E d u ca­
t i o n ,  1 9 7 8 , A r t i c l e  # 2 8 , p . 1 0 ).

The E d u c a t io n  System

The Kingdom o f S au d i A r a b ia 's  e d u c a t io n  sy stem  i s  h ig h ly  d iv e r ­

s i f i e d .  T h is  sy s te m  i s  d e s c r ib e d  below .
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G e n e ra l  E d u c a tio n

The g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n  c o n s i s t s  o f th e  fo l lo w in g  th r e e  s t a g e s :

1. E l e m e n ta r y  s t a g e ,  p r e c e d e d  by  th e  k i n d e r g a r t e n  
s t a g e  (G ra d e s  1 -6 ) .

2. I n t e r m e d ia t e  s ta g e  (G rades 7 -9 ) .

3. S econdary  s ta g e  (G rades 1 0 -1 2 ).

K in d e r g a r te n  i s  th e  e a r l i e s t  s ta g e  o f  e d u c a t io n  w h ich  i s  known 

a s  a p r e l i m i n a r y  s t a g e  f o r  th e  v a r io u s  o t h e r  fo r m s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  

o f f e r e d .  N u r s e r ie s  and k in d e r g a r te n  " r e p r e s e n t  th e  e a r l i e s t  s ta g e  o f  

e d u c a t io n  and i t  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t e n d e r  t r e a tm e n t  and o r i e n t a t i o n  

o f  c h i ld r e n .  T hrough e a r l y  sound u p b r in g in g , i t  p re p a re s  th e  c h i ld  

t o  f a c e  c o n s e q u e n t  p h a s e s  o f  l i f e  on s o l i d  g ro u n d "  ( M i n i s t r y  o f  

H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n ,  1 9 7 8 , A r t i c l e  #6:2 ^ p .  1 5 ) . K i n d e r g a r t e n ,  t h e r e ­

f o r e ,  i s  to  p re p a re  th e  c h i l d  f o r  s c h o o l t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  th e  

c h i l d  w i th  th e  s c h o o l  a tm o sp h e re .

E le m e n ta ry  s t a g e .  C h ild re n  b e g in  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l a t  *the age
' V

The e le m e n ta ry  s t a g e  i s  d e f in e d  a s :  X

th e  fo u n d a tio n  on w h ich  r e s t s  th e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  y o u th  f o r  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a g e s  o f  t h e i r  l i f e .  I t  i s  an  i m p o r t a n t  "V
s ta g e  w h ich  c o v e rs  a l l  th e  members o f  th e  n a t io n  and p ro -  tv
v i d e s  th em  w i t h  t h e  f u n d a m e n ta l s  o f  so u n d  id e o l o g y  a n d  
t r e n d s  and w i th  e x p e r ie n c e ,  i n f o r m a tio n  and s k i l l s .  (M in­
i s t r y  o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n , 1978, A r t i c l e  //72, p . 16)

I n t e r m e d i a t e  s t a g e . I n  t h i s  s t a g e ,  c h i l d r e n  s p e n d  3 y e a r s  

s t u d y i n g .  Upon s u c c e s s f u l  c o m p le t io n  c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v e  an  i n t e r ­

m e d ia te  e d u c a t io n  c e r t i f i c a t e .  T h is  s ta g e  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n :
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12

g iv e s  th e  c h i ld  a co m p re h e n s iv e  I s l a m ic  e d u c a t io n  c o v e rin g  
h i s  c r e e d ,  b o d y  a n d  c h a r a c t e r ,  t a k i n g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
h i s  l e v e l  o f  g ro w th  and th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  s ta g e  he 
i s  i n .  T o g e th e r  w i th  o th e r  s t a g e s ,  i t  a c h ie v e s  th e  g e n e ra l  
o b j e c t i v e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  ( M i n i s t r y  o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n ,  
1 9 7 8 , A r t i c l e  # 8 2 , p . 17)

S eco n d a ry  e d u c a t io n . The s e c o n d a ry  l e v e l  ta k e s  3 y e a r s  to  com­

p l e t e .  The f i r s t  y e a r  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  g e n e r a l  s t u d ie . s .  The se c o n d  

and t h i r d  y e a r s  a r e  s p e n t  in  e i t h e r  th e  " a r t s "  o r " sc ie n c e "  b ra n c h e s .

The se c o n d a ry  s ta g e  h as  i t s  s p e c i a l  n a tu r e  w ith  r e g a rd  to  
t h e  s t u d e n t  a g e  a n d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  h i s  g r o w th  a t  
t h i s  l e v e l .  I t  r e q u i r e s  s e v e r a l  f o r m s  o f  g u id a n c e  and 
p r e p a r a t io n  and c o n s i s t s  o f s e v e r a l  d i v i s i o n s  i n  w hich  th e  
h o l d e r s  o f  i n t e r m e a  .a r y  c e r t i f i c a t e s  a r e  e n r o l l e d  i n  a c ­
co rd a n c e  w ith  r e g u la t io n s  s e t  up by th e  co n c ern e d  a u th o r i ­
t i e s .  . . . T h is  s t a g e  c o n t r i b u t e s  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a g e s  t o  t h e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  i n  
a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  s p e c i a l  o b j e c t i v e s  i t  i t s e l f  a c h i e v e s .  
( M in i s t r y  o f H ig h er E d u c a t io n , 1978, A r t i c l e  #93, p. 19)

Alternatives to Secondary Education

S e v e r a l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to  s e c o n d a ry  e d u c a t io n  a r e  o f f e r e d ,  such  as  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t io n , i n d u s t r i a l  e d u c a t io n ,  c o m m e r c ia l  e d u c a t i o n ,  

t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g ,  T a w h e e d , r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n ,  an d  c o m p re h e n s iv e  

e d u c a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  ( M i n i s t r y  o f  H ig h e r  E d u ca­

t i o n ,  no d a t e - a ) .

In  o r d e r  to  be a d m i t te d  i n to  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t io n  sy s te m , 

a  s t u d e n t  m u s t  h a v e  an  i n t e r m e d i a t e  e d u c a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e .  T he 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h i s  i n s t i t u t e  a r e  t h e  sam e a s  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  an d  

c o m m e rc ia l  e d u c a t io n . F o r co m m e rc ia l e d u c a t io n ,  th e  same c e r t i f i c a t e  

i s  n e c e s s a r y .  The d u r a t i o n  f o r  s t u d y in g  i n  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  3 

y e a r s  in  w h ich  a f t e r  c o m p le t io n , th e  s tu d e n t  i s  aw arded  th e  sec o n d ary
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c o m m e r c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e .  The d u r a t i o n  o f  s tu d y  in  t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l  sc h o o l a t  th e  s e c o n d a ry  l e v e l  i s  3 y e a r s .  Upon s u c c e s s f u l  

c o m p le t io n , s tu d e n ts  r e c e iv e  th e  se c o n d a ry  v o c a t io n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  and 

w i l l  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  a d m is s io n  i n t o  h ig h e r  t e c h n ic a l  i n s t i t u t e s .

The o b je c t iv e  o f  t e c h n ic a l  e d u c a t io n  i s  " to  su p p ly  th e  Kingdom 

in  a l l  f i e l d s  and  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  w i t h  q u a l i f i e d  w o r k e r s  who p o s s e s s  

s o l i d  f a i t h ,  so u n d  c h a r a c t e r  an d  a b i l i t y  t o  p e r f o r m  th e  d u t i e s  e n ­

t r u s t e d  to  them ” ( M in is t r y  o f H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n , 1978, A r t i c l e  //157, 

p . 2 9 ) .

T e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  i s  a n o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  o f f e r e d  t o  s t u d e n t s .  

B ecause o f th e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  th e  s e x e s ,  women s tu d y in g  f o r  e le m e n ta ry  

t e a c h i n g  a r e  e d u c a t e d  i n  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  ( l e v e l )  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  

i n s t i t u t e s ,  w h i l e  men a r e  e d u c a t e d  i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t e s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  

e l e m e n t a r y  t e a c h e r s .  F o r  b o th  men an d  wom en s t u d e n t s ,  3 y e a r s  o f  

e d u c a t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d .  F o r  s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n ,  men an d  women a r e  

t r a i n e d  to  be te a c h e r s  i n  s e p a r a t e  c o l le g e s  o f  e d u c a t io n . T here  a r e  

s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  p ro g ram s f o r  men te a c h e r s .  Q u ran ic  s c h o o ls  t r a i n  

te a c h e r s  in  r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t io n ,  th e  i n s t i t u t e s  o f p h y s ic a l  and f i n e  

a r t s  o f f e r  t r a i n i n g  p ro g ra m s , and th e  j u n i o r  c o l le g e s  o f f e r  t r a i n i n g  

f o r  t e a c h e r s  in  e le m e n ta ry  e d u c a t io n .

A d u lt  E d u c a tio n

A r t i c l e  #180 o f  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  p o l i c y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e  m ajo r 

o b j e c t iv e s  o f co m b a tin g  i l l i t e r a c y  w ith  a d u l t  e d u c a t io n  a r e :

a .  R e a r in g  t h e  l o v e  an d  f e a r  o f  God i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  
c i t i z e n s  and s u p p ly in g  them  w ith  th e  n e c e s s a r y  am ounts o f 
r e l i g i o u s  k n o w led g e .
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b . T e a c h in g  th em  r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g  a n d  e l e m e n t a r y
a r i t h m e t i c .

c . E n l ig h te n in g  them ab o u t g e n e r a l  a f f a i r s  o f  l i f e .

A d u lt e d u c a t io n  c o m p rise s  a p r e l im in a r y  and a fo l lo w -u p  s ta g e ,

e a c h  o f  2 y e a r s  d u r a t i o n .  A r t i c l e  #1.83 o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  

( M i n i s t r y  o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n ,  1 9 7 8 ) s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p e r io d  o f  

s c h o o l i n g  c o n s i s t s  o f  tw o  s t a g e s :  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e ,  w h ic h  e n d s  by

r e c e iv in g  a l i t e r a c y  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  and th e  seco n d  s t a g e ,  w h ich  e n a b le s  

th e  s tu d e n t  to  g ra d u a te  from  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l .

Special Education

A r t i c l e  #189 ( M in is t r y  o f  H ig h er E d u c a t io n , 1978) o f  th e  ed u c a­

t i o n a l  p o l ic y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e  o b j e c t iv e  o f  t h i s  k in d  o f e d u c a t io n  

i s  " to  c a re  f o r  r e ta r d e d  in d i v id u a l s ,  p ro v id e  them  w ith  I s l a m ic  and 

n e c e s s a r y  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  and  t r a i n  th e m  on c e r t a i n  s k i l l s  t h a t  

s u i t  t h e i r  n a t u r e  i n  o r d e r  t o  h e l p  th em  a t t a i n  a h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d  o f  

l i v i n g  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e i r  c a p a c i t i e s "  (p . 34).

S o , s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  d e v e lo p e d  t o  h e l p  h a n d ic a p p e d  

c h i ld r e n .  The f a c i l i t i e s  p ro v id e d  g iv e  s u i t a b l e  e q u ip m e n t f o r  i n s t i ­

t u t e s  f o r  b l i n d ,  f o r  d e a f  an d  dum b, an d  f o r  m e n t a l l y  r e t a r d e d  s t u ­

d e n t s .  D e p e n d in g  on th e  h a n d ic a p ,  g e n e r a l  an d  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  

a r e  o f f e r e d .

H ig h e r E d u c a tio n

H ig h er e d u c a t io n  was d e f in e d  by th e  e d u c a t io n a l  p o l i c y  i n  S au d i 

A r a b ia ,  A r t i c l e  #108 (M in is t r y  o f  H ig h er E d u c a t io n , 1978), a s :
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the stage of academic specialization, in all its forms and 
all its levels, for competent and gifted students, in order 
to develop their talents and fulfill the various present 
and future needs of the society in compliance with useful 
progress, which achieves the objectives of the nation and 
its noble goal.
Higher education is provided through universities and colleges, 

in addition to some institutions imparting higher education not 

leading to the first university degree, such as junior teacher col­

leges and centers for English language (Ministry of Higher Education, 

no date-a).
C u r r e n tly ,  t h e r e  a r e  sev e n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  th e  Kingdom o f S au d i 

A ra b ia -  The f i r s t  u n i v e r s i t y  to  be e s t a b l i s h e d  was King Saud U n iv e r­

s i t y  i n  1957. The n e x t u n i v e r s i t y  to  be e s t a b l i s h e d  was th e  I s l a m ic  

U n iv e r s i ty  in  M edina in  1961. K ing A bdul A z iz  U n iv e r s i ty  s t a r t e d  a s  

a  p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  Jed d a h  i n  1967-68  and becam e a p u b l ic  one in  

1971. Imam Mohammad B in  Saud U n iv e r s i ty  was e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1974-75 . 

The U n iv e r s i ty  o f  P e tro le u m  and M in e ra ls  i n  D hahran was founded  in  

1963, and was c a l le d  a t  t h a t  t im e  th e  C o lle g e  o f  P e tro le u m  and M in e r-  

a l s ,  c h a n g in g  i t s  name i n  1975. K ing F a i s a l  U n iv e r s i ty  in  Dammam and 

A l-A hsa  was e s t a b l i s h e d  in  197 7 -7 8 . Um A l-Q ura  U n iv e r s i ty ,  w h ich  i s  

t h e  l a t e s t  u n i v e r s i t y  to  be e s t a b l i s h e d ,  was e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1981 a t  

Makkah. M a s te r 's ,  d o c t o r a t e ,  an d  p o s t - b a c h e l o r  d ip lo m a  l e v e l s  a r e  

o f f e r e d  by  v a r io u s  u n i v e r s i t i e s  in  th e  Kingdom o f S aud i A ra b ia  (M in­

i s t r y  o f  H ig h er E d u c a tio n , no d a t e - a ,  1984).

In  1 9 8 1 -8 2 , t h e  t o t a l  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a n d  c o l l e g e s  

w as 6 4 ,2 9 0  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r o f  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  a t
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b e lo w - u n iv e r s i t y  l e v e l  was 6 ,367 . Summary s t a t i s t i c s  o f  h ig h e r  edu­

c a t io n ,  1 9 81-82 , a r e  shown in  T ab le  1.

O th e r  T ypes o f  E d u c a tio n

In  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  ty p e s  o f e d u c a t io n  d e s c r ib e d  ab o v e , th e r e  a r e  

o t h e r  t y p e s ,  c o m p r i s in g  d e p a r t m e n t a l  s c h o o l s  u n d e r  v a r i o u s  m i n i s ­

t r i e s / d e p a r t m e n t s  f o r  t h e i r  p e r s o n n e l r e q u ir e m e n ts ,  su ch  a s  n u rs in g  

s c h o o l s .  T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  s c h o o l s  u n d e r  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  s u p e r ­

v i s i o n ,  s u c h  a s  s o c i a l  g u id a n c e  c e n t e r s  ( M i n i s t r y  o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a ­

t i o n ,  no d a t e - a ) .

G ir ls *  E d u c a tio n

G i r l s '  e d u c a t i o n  i s  c o n t r o l l e d  by  th e  G e n e r a l  P r e s i d e n c y  o f  

G i r l s '  E d u c a t io n .  The o b j e c t  o f  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n ,  a s  s t a t e d  by th e  

e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  K ingdom  o f  S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  A r t i c l e  #153  

( M in is t r y  o f  H ig h er E d u c a t io n , 1978), i s  " to  b r in g  h e r  up in  a sound 

I s l a m ic  way so  t h a t  sh e  ca n  f u l f i l l  h e r  r o l e  in  l i f e  a s  a s u c c e s s f u l  

h o u s e w if e ,  i d e a l  w ife  and  good m o th er, and to  p re p a re  h e r  f o r  o th e r  

a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  s u i t  h e r  n a tu r e  such  as  t e a c h in g ,  n u r s in g  and m edi­

c in e "  (p . 2 8 ) . G i r l s '  e d u c a t i o n  r a n g e s  f r o m  th e  e l e m e n t a r y  t o  t h e  

h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  s ta g e .

S au d i S tu d e n ts  A broad

A l a r g e  n u m b er o f  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  a r e  p u r s u i n g  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  

a b r o a d .
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Table 1

Summary S t a t i s t i c s  o f  H ig h er E d u c a tio n , 1981-82

Type of 
educational

A dministrative s ta f f Teaching s ta f f Graduates* Students
No. of

In s titu t io n
Female Male Total Female Male T otal Female Male T otal Female Hale Total

colleges

Grand to ta l 1,744 7,023 8,767 1,692 6,351 8,043 1,840 6,348 8,188 21,003 49,654 70,657 96

U niversity level 1,711 6,708 8,419 1,533 5,410 6,943 1,530 4,792 6,322 19,922 44,368 64,290 71

U niversities 1,465 6,539 8,004 764 5,377 6,141 1,131 4,792 5,923 12,868 44,368 57,236 61

G ir ls ' colleges 246 169 415 769 33 802 399 — 399 7,054 — 7,054 10

Below un ivers ity  level 33 315 348 159 941 1,100 310 1,556 1,866 1,081 5,286 6,367 25

Junior teacher 
colleges 33 206 239 159 605 764 310 1,128 1,438 1,081 4,111 5,192 16

Science and nath
— 92 92 — 250 250 — 280 280 — 742 742 4

English language 
course 27 27 — 74 74 1

Higher Industria l 
In s titu te — 2 2 — 63 63 — *3 43 — 91 91 1

Higljer commercial 
In s titu te - 15 15 - 23 23 78 78 - 268 268 3

Note. From S ta t i s t ic s  of Higher Education in  the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 1981-82 (Issue  5) by M inistry of Higher Education, no date-b, 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia: National O ffset P rin ting  P ress.

"Graduate data fo r academic year 1980-81.
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Even though  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  w i th in  th e  
Kingdom have v a s t l y  in c r e a s e d  o v e r  th e  y e a r s ,  s t i l l  l a r g e  
num bers o f  s tu d e n t s  a r e  s e n t  ea ch  y e a r  f o r  s tu d y  a b ro a d  in  
v a r i o u s  f i e l d s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  in  o r d e r  to  co p e  w i t h  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  s h o r ta g e s  o f  h ig h  l e v e l  n a t i o n a l  m anpower needed  
f o r  th e  g i g a n t i c  so c io e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t w hich  h as  been 
t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  t h e  K in g d o m . ( M i n i s t r y  o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a ­
t i o n ,  no d a t e - b ,  p . 52)

Information about the number of Saudi students abroad, the field 

of study and level of study, country of study, and graduates from

a b ro a d  by f i e l d  and  l e v e l  o f  s tu d y  f o r  

i n  T a b le s  2 , 3 , 4 , and  5 , r e s p e c t i v e l y .

T a b le  2 

S au d i S tu d e n ts  Abroad

th e  y e a r  o f 

in  1981-82

1981-82 a r e  g iv e n

C ateg o ry  o f  s tu d e n t s
T o ta l

Number

M ale Fem ale

T o ta l  s tu d y in g  ab ro ad 12,521 8 ,7 7 3 3 ,7 4 8

New s tu d e n t s  s e n t  d u r in g  th e  y e a r 2 ,574 1 ,6 1 8 956

G ra d u a te s  from  ab ro ad 2 ,120 1 ,9 8 3 137

N o te . F rom  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  H i g h e r  E d u c a tio n  i n  th e  Kingdom o f  S a u d i 
A r a b ia ,  1981-82  ( I s s u e  5) by M in is t r y  o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a tio n , no d a t e - b ,  
R iy a d h , S au d i A ra b ia :  N a t io n a l  O f f s e t  P r i n t i n g  P r e s s .
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Table 3

S au d i S tu d e n ts  A broad by F ie ld  and L e v e l o f  S tu d y , 1981-82

T o ta l
D o c to r­

a t e M a ste r
F e llo w ­

s h ip
H ig h e r
d ip lo m a

B ache­
l o r

Below
b a c h e lo r O th er

M ale s tu d e n t s  

A l l  f i e l d s — t o t a l 8 ,7 7 3 899 1 ,3 1 2 120 7 4 ,4 5 0 1 ,3 5 2 633

H u m a n itie s 327 74 78 — 1 76 53 45

E d u c a tio n 516 104 91 — - 79 234 8

S o c ia l  s c ie n c e s 2 ,0 6 1 289 588 — 3 1 ,0 1 5 116 50

N a tu r a l  s c ie n c e s 1 ,1 1 7 142 209 — - 490 265 11

E n g in e e r in g 2 ,3 4 9 169 180 — 1 1 ,9 1 0 66 23

M ed ic in e 758 70 48 119 2 504 6 9

A g r ic u l tu r e 176 36 80 — - 49 10 1

Law 313 10 29 — - 274 — —

F in e  a r t s 45 3 5 — - 33 4 —

O th e r 1 ,111 2 4 1 - 20 598 486
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Table 3— Continued

T o ta l
D o c to r­

a t e M a ste r
F e llo w ­

s h ip
H ig h er
d ip lo m a

Bache­
l o r

Below
b a c h e lo r O th e r

F em ale s t u d e n t s :  

A l l  f i e l d s — t o t a l 3 ,7 4 8 45 132 9 4 616 775 2 ,1 6 7

H u m a n itie s 2 ,3 6 3 10 32 - 2 185 134 2 ,0 0 0

E d u c a tio n 212 7 18 - - 71 89 27

S o c ia l  s c ie n c e s 213 10 41 - 1 144 7 10

N a tu r a l  s c ie n c e s 78 3 19 - - 52 3 1

E n g in e e r in g 12 “ 2 - 1 7 1 1

M e d ic in e 130 9 11 9 ‘ - 100 — 1

A g r ic u l tu r e 4 - - - 2 — 2

Law 19 2 4 - - 13 — —

F in e  a r t s 33 3 4 - - 21 4 1

O th e r 684 1 1 - - 21 537 124

N o te . From  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n  i n  t h e  Kingdom o f  S a u d i A r a b ia ,  1981-82  ( I s s u e  5) by M in is ­
t r y  o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n , no d a t e - b ,  R iy a d h , S au d i A ra b ia :  N a tio n a l  O f f s e t  P r i n t i n g  P r e s s .

N3
o
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Table 4

S au d i S tu d e n ts  Abroad by C oun try  o f  S tu d y , 1981-82

C o u n try

Number P e rc e n ta g e

T o ta l Male Fem ale Male Fem ale

U .S .A . 9 ,534 6 ,752 2 ,7 8 2 7 7 .0 7 4 .2

U.K. 725 669 56 7 .6 1 .5

W est Germany 170 116 54 1 .3 1 .5

A u s t r ia 112 81 31 0 .9 0 .8

Canada 95 90 5 lo 0 0 .1

Egypt 667 421 246 4 .8 6 .6

O th e r  A rab  c o u n t r i e s 985 477 508 5 .5 1 3 .5

P a k is ta n 111 96 15 1 .1 0 .4

O th e r  c o u n t r i e s 122 71 51 0 .8 1 .4

T o ta l s 12,521 8 ,7 7 3 3 ,7 4 8 1 0 0 .0 1 0 0 .C

N o te .  F rom  S t a t i s t i c s o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a tio n  i n  th e  Kingdom o f S au d i
A r a b ia ,  1 9 81-82  ( I s s u e  5) by M in is t r y  o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a tio n , no d a te - b ,  
R iy a d h , S au d i A ra b ia :  N a tio n a l  O f f s e t  P r i n t i n g  P r e s s .

S tu d ie s  R e la te d  to  Academic P rob lem s o f  F o re ig n  S tu d e n ts

M any s t u d i e s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n d u c te d  w h ic h  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  f o r e i g n  

s tu d e n t s  e n c o u n te r  d i f f e r e n t  ac ad e m ic  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w h i le  s tu d y in g  a t  

t h e  h o s t  c o u n t r y ,  s u c h  a s ,  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  w r i t i n g  p a p e r s ,  u n d e r ­

s ta n d in g  l e c t u r e s  and a s s ig n m e n ts ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  c la ss ro o m  d is c u s ­

s io n s ,  and  im p ro v in g  E n g l is h  com petency .
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Table 5

S au d i G ra d u a te s  From A broad by F ie ld  and L e v e l o f  S tu d y , 1981-82

F ie ld  o f  s tu d y

T o ta l D o c to r a te M a s te r B a c h e lo r O th e r

M F M F M F M F M F

H u m a n itie s 68 16 12 - 10 5 5 10 41 1

E d u c a tio n 193 18 29 - 64 13 25 5 75 -

S o c ia l  s c ie n c e s 506 37 39 3 142 10 282 20 43 4

N a tu r a l  s c ie n c e s 164 8 21 - 16 - 75 8 52 -

E n g in e e r in g 455 1 31 - 36 - 281 i 107 -

M ed ic in e 192 53 16 1 18 2 149 50 9a  -

A g r ic u l tu r e 24 - 5 - 8 __ 11 - -  -

Law 11 - - 2 - 2 - 7 “ -  -

F in e  a r t s 12 3 - 3 9 3 -  -

O th e r 358 1 2 - 2 1 58 - 296 -

T o ta l s 1 ,983 137 157 4 301 31 902 97 623 5

N o te . From S t a t i s t i c s  o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n  i n  th e  K ingdom  o f  S a u d i A r a b i a ,  1 9 8 1 -8 2  ( I s s u e  5 )  by  
M in is t r y  o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n , no d a t c - b ,  R iy a d h , S au d i A ra b ia :  N a t io n a l  O f f s e t  P r i n t i n g  P r e s s .

a In c lu d e s  3 f e l lo w s h ip s  and 2 h ig h e r  d ip lo m a s  i n  m e d ic in e .



P ro b lem s f a c in g  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  in  A m erican  c o l l e g e s  and u n i -  

v e r s i t i e s  w e re  e x a m in e d  by M. S. E ddy (1 9 7 8 ) .  O b s t a c l e s  c i t e d  i n ­

c lu d e  th e  la n g u a g e  p ro b le m s , d eg ree  re q u ir e m e n ts ,  c o u rs e  s t r u c t u r e ,  

c o u r s e  c o n te n t ,  and a c ad e m ic  s ta n d a r d s .

S tu d e n t s  f o r  whom E n g l i s h  i s  a s e c o n d  l a n g u a g e  n e e d  to  s p e n d  

m ore t im e  c o p in g  w i th  s tu d y  a s s ig n m e n ts ,  r e a d in g s ,  and w r i t i n g .  I t  

i s  h a r d  f o r  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  to  f o l l o w  th e  p o i n t s  o f  a l e c t u r e r  and 

a t  t h e  sam e t im e  t a k e  n o t e s .  One o f  t h e  m o s t d i f f i c u l t  c h a l l e n g e s  

f o r  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  i s  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t c l e a r l y  u n d e r s ta n d  w h a t t h e  

i n s t r u c t o r  e x p e c ts  and how th e  in fo rm a tio n  and id e a s  a c q u ire d  a r e  to  

b e  u s e d .  Many o f  t h e  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  f i n d  i t  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  to  

w r i t e  an  e x t e n s i v e  p a p e r .  F o r e ig n  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  

t a k in g  e x a m in a t io n s ,  w h e th e r  e s sa y  exams o r  o b j e c t iv e  o n es . E ssay  

exam s r e q u i r e  good w r i t i n g  s k i l l s ,  a b i l i t y  in  o r g a n iz in g  th e  in fo rm a ­

t i o n ,  a n d  r e a d i n g  a n d  i n t e r p r e t i n g  th e  q u e s t i o n s  c o r r e c t l y .  Q u e s­

t i o n s  in  th e  o b j e c t i v e  exam s a r e  o f te n  w orded q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t l y  from  

t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n  t e x t b o o k s  w h ic h  may r e s u l t  i n  f r u s t r a t i n g  f o r e i g n  

s tu d e n t s  (M a x w ell, 1974).

H i l l  (1 9 6 6 )  c o n d u c te d  a s tu d y  to  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p r o b le m s  o f  a 

g ro u p  o f  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  fro m  I n d o n e s i a ,  T h a i l a n d ,  P a k i s t a n ,  and  

I n d ia  who w ere  e n r o l l e d  a t  In d ia n a  U n iv e r s i ty  d u r in g  th e  f a l l  sem es­

t e r  of 1983. He fo u n d  t h a t  a l l  th e  s tu d e n ts  e x p e r ie n c e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i th  a c a d e m ic , p e r s o n a l ,  and f i n a n c i a l  p ro b le m s . A ddi­

t i o n a l l y ,  he found t h a t  th e  ac ad e m ic  p ro b lem s w ere g r e a t e s t .

T he p r e d i c t i v e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  G r a d u a te  R e c o rd  E x a m i n a t i o n 's  

(GRE) a p t i t u d e  t e s t  h a v e  b e e n  i n v e s t i g a t e d  f o r  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  a t
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th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f K a n s a s .  T h is  s tu d y  i n c l u d e d  148 s t u d e n t s  w hose  

f i r s t  l a n g u a g e  w as o t h e r  th a n  E n g l i s h .  T he r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  s c o re d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  lo w e r th a n  A m erican s tu d e n ts  on 

th e  GRE s c o r e s  and th e  GPA ( K a is e r ,  1983).

Jam m az (1 9 7 2 ) fo u n d  t h a t  S a u d i s t u d e n t s  f a c i n g  g r e a t  a c a d e m ic  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  w e re  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  a d ju s t e d  th an  s tu d e n ts  who had 

l i t t l e  ac ad e m ic  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  A d d i t i o n a l ly ,  he found th a t  s tu d e n ts  

m a jo r in g  in  s c ie n c e s  and e n g in e e r in g  w e re  m ore a d ju s te d  th a n  th o se  

who w e re  s p e c i a l i z i n g  in  h u m a n i t ie s  and s o c i a l  s t u d ie s .

Das (1976) c o n d u c te d  a s tu d y  to  ex a m in e th e  k in d s  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  

needed  by f o r e ig n  c o l l e g e  s tu d e n t s  in  d e a l in g  w ith  p ro b lem s encoun­

t e r e d  d u r in g  t h e i r  c o l l e g e .  T w e n ty -se v e n  m ale  and 17 fe m a le  s tu d e n ts  

w e re  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  I t  w as fo u n d  t h a t  c o n c e r n  f o r  g r a d e s ,  

E n g l i s h ,  and p ro g ram  c o m p le tio n  was h ig h .

Sharm a (1971) co n d u c ted  a  s tu d y  to  i d e n t i f y  and a n a ly z e  a d j u s t ­

m ent p ro b le m s  e x p e r ie n c e d  by f o r e ig n  n o n -E u ro p ean  g ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  

e n r o l l e d  i n  s e l e c t e d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  th e  s t a t e  o f N o rth  C a ro l in a  and 

fo u n d  t h a t  t h e  m o s t s e v e r e  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  w e r e :  g i v i n g  o r a l

r e p o r t s ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  c la ss ro o m  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  u n d e r s ta n d in g  l e c ­

t u r e s ,  t a k i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o u r s e s  o f  s t u d y ,  t a k i n g  n o t e s  i n  c l a s s ,  

an d  p r e p a r i n g  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e s e  p r o b le m s  r e q u i r e  a 

lo n g  p e r io d  o f  t im e  f o r  t h e i r  r e s o lu t i o n .

P a y in d  (1 9 7 9 )  c o n d u c te d  a  s tu d y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  n a t u r e  and  

e x t e n t  o f  th e  a c a d e m ic , p e r s o n a l ,  and s o c i a l  p ro b le m s o f  A fghan and 

I r a n i a n  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  I n c lu d e d  i n  t h e  s tu d y  w e re  

120 A fg h a n  an d  125 I r a n i a n  s t u d e n t s .  T he m o s t s e v e r e  a c a d e m ic
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problems reported by both Afghan and Iranian student groups were: 

improving English to the level necessary to pursue academic work, 

completing written examinations in the same length of time as Ameri­

can students, communicating thoughts in English, presenting oral 
reports, competing with Americans for high grades, taking notes, and 
writing reports. Additionally, the study indicated that academic 

problems seemed to be largely related to a lack of proficiency with 

the English language.
Another study was conducted by Zain (1965) to study the academic 

and personal-social difficulties encountered by a selected group of 
foreign students attending the University of Oregon in 1964 . In­

cluded in this study were 147 foreign students from some 50 countries 

of the non-English speaking world. The major academic problems were 

found to be: writing essays and reports, participation in classroom

discussions, and taking and organizing notes. The least troublesome 

problems reported were understanding textbooks, locating information 

in the library, and understanding lectures.
Arubayi (1980) conducted a study to identify the problems expe­

rienced by Nigerian students enrolled in Kansas State University in 

1979, using a modified version of the Michigan International Student 

Problem Inventory. Included in the study were 213 graduate and 

undergraduate Nigerian students enrolled in the university. Academic 

records was an area where the students reported difficulty.
S e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  hav e  found  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e en  

age and  a c ad e m ic  p ro b le m s . Han ( c i t e d  i n  Lee e t  a l . ,  1981) r e p o r te d  

t h a t  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  who w e re  l e s s  t h a n  30 y e a r s  o ld  e n c o u n t e r e d
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l e s s  m a jo r  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  th a n  s t u d e n t s  m o re  t h a n  30 y e a r s  o ld .  

H o w e v e r , P a y in d  (1 9 7 9 ) ,  I n  h i s  s tu d y  a b o u t  a c a d e m ic ,  p e r s o n a l ,  and  

s o c i a l  p ro b le m s  o f A fghan and I r a n i a n  s tu d e n t s  in  th e  U n ited  S ta t e s ,  

fo u n d  t h a t  t h e  y o u n g e s t  a g e  g rb u p  h ad  th e  h i g h e s t  a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m  

s c o r e  w h i le  th e  o ld e s t  g roup  had th e  lo w e s t  p ro b lem  s c o r e .  F u r th e r ­

m o re ,  o l d e r  s t u d e n t s  a p p e a r e d  t o  be m o re  i n v o l v e d  w i th  a c a d e m ic  

c o n c e rn s  and w ere g e n e r a l l y  more p le a se d  w ith  t h e i r  ac ad e m ic  p u r s u i t s  

( H u l l ,  1 9 7 8 ) .

The statistical analysis of the grade average with the foreign 

students' marital status in a study done by Moghrabi (1 9 6 6 ) showed 

that married students received better grade averages than single 

students, which was attributed to reasons of clearer objectives, 

maturity, and feelings of responsibility by the married students. 

Also in the study by Payind (1979), it was found that single students 

had the higher academic problem scores, which makes it appear that 

there is a relationship between the marital status and academic 

problems.
Several studies have found that academic problems are related to 

foreign students' academic level. In a study by Stafford, Marion, 

and Salter (1 9 8 0 ), it was found that undergraduates reported greater 

levels of difficulty than did graduate students with English language 
and academic courses. The statistical analysis of the grade average 

with the foreign students' academic classification in the study by 
Moghrabi (1 9 6 6 )  showed that the graduate students have achieved a 

better academic record than undergraduates. Hj:Zainuddin (1 9 7 4 ) 

conducted a study to analyze the relationship of selected factors
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w i t h  t h e  a c a d e m ic  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  M a la y s i a n  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  a t  

L o u is ia n a  S ta t e  U n iv e r s i ty .  I t  was found th a t  g ra d u a te  s tu d e n t s  had 

a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h ig h e r  a c a d e m ic  p e rfo rm a n c e  th a n  u n d e rg ra d u a te s .

A c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  fo u n d  to  be r e l a t e d  to  m a jo r  

f i e l d s  o f  s tu d y .  In  a s t u d y  by S h arm a  (1 9 7 1 ) ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  i n d i ­

c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  and  p h y s i c a l  

s c i e n c e s  u a k e  b e t t e r  a c a d e m ic  a d j u s t m e n t  t h a n  th o s e  in  t h e  s o c i a l  

s c i e n c e s ;  f u r th e rm o re ,  th e  r e s e a r c h  done by P ay in d  (1979) i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  s t u d e n t s  who m a jo r e d  i n  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  h ad  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

h ig h e r  ac ad e m ic  p ro b lem  s c o r e  th a n  th o s e  who w ere s tu d y in g  in  s c i ­

en c e s  and e n g in e e r in g , w h ic h , a s  P ay in d  i n d i c a t e d ,  may be due to  th e  

h ig h  p r o f i c i e n c y  in  E n g l i s h  t h a t  t h e  w o rk  i n  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  r e ­

q u i r e s  .

S e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  a c a d e m ic  

p r o b le m s  and  th e  l e n g t h  o f  s t a y .  S u g im o to  (1 9 6 6 ) fo u n d  t h a t  t h e  

num ber o f te rm s  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  was one o f  th e  f a c ­

t o r s  c lo s e ly  c o r r e l a te d  w i th  ac ad e m ic  s u c c e s s .  P ay in d  (1979) found  

t h a t  th o s e  s tu d e n ts  who had  a  s h o r t  d u r a t i o n  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s  had  

h ig h e r  ac ad e m ic  p ro b lem  s c o r e s .  H ow ever, Sharm a (1971) found  i n  h i s  

s t u d y  t h a t  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  h a s  b e e n  

found to  have no b e a r in g  on th e  a c ad e m ic  a d ju s tm e n t  o f f o r e ig n ,  n o n - 

E u ro p ean  g ra d u a te  s t u d e n t s .  In  a  s tu d y  by A rubay i (1981) to  com pare 

th e  p e r c e p t io n s  o f p ro b le m s  i d e n t i f i e d  by N ig e r ia n  s tu d e n ts  b a se d  on 

v a r i a b l e s  o f  w h e re  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e s  w e re  o b t a i n e d ,  l e n g t h  o f  

e n r o l lm e n t ,  and a c ad e m ic  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  i t  was found t h a t  re s p o n ­

d e n ts  e n r o l l e d  in  tw o s e m e s te r s  and b e lo w  e x p e r ie n c e d  m ore p ro b le m s
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i n  a c a d e m ic  a r e a s  th a n  th o se  e n r o l l e d  beyond two s e m e s te r s .

L anguage d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r e  a lw a y s  p e r c e iv e d  as  th e  m ain  o b s ta c le  

to  th e  p ro g r e s s  o f f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  (S h a n a 'a , 1978). The m a jo r i ty  o f 

t h e  r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s  a g r e e d  t h a t  p r o f i c i e n c y  in  E n g l is h  was p o s i ­

t i v e l y  r e la t e d  to  a c a d e m ic  p e r fo rm a n c e  (Lee e t  a ] . ,  1981). A lthough  

E n g l i s h  a b i l i t y ,  a s  m e a s u r e d  by v a r io u s  t e s t s ,  s e e m s  t o  c o r r e l a t e  

h ig h ly  w ith  s u c c e s s  o f  s tu d y , th e r e  i s  much unknown a b o u t th e  r e ’ a -  

t i o n s h i p  b etw e en  la n g u a g e  p ro b le m s and a c ad e m ic  s u c c e s s  (S p a u ld in g  & 

F la c k , 1976). E n g l i s h  p r o f ic i e n c y  c o u ld  be th e  m ost c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r  

i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s '  p r o s p e c ts  o f  f u t u r e  a c a ­

d em ic  su c c e s s  ( N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  In d e p e n d e n t S c h o o ls , 1980).

L e a rn in g  to  r e a d ,  w r i t e ,  sp e a k , and th in k  in  E n g l is h  i s  a d i f f i ­

c u l t  and t r y in g  t a s k  even  f o r  s tu d e n t s  who hav e had e x t e n s iv e  E n g l is h  

t r a i n i n g  b e f o r e  c o m in g  to  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  ( C a b le ,  1 9 7 4 );  an d  no 

m a t t e r  how p r e p a r e d  a s t u d e n t  i s ,  l e a r n i n g  i s  o b s t r u c t e d  by th e  

la n g u a g e  b a r r i e r  ( D a l i l i ,  1982a).

F o r e ig n  s t u d e n t s  fo u n d  v o c a b u l a r y  t o  be t h e i r  m o s t s e r i o u s  

h a n d ic a p  in  re a d in g  E n g l is h  (Y o rio , 1971). A lth o u g h  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  

have  u s u a l ly  g a in e d  a  c o n s id e r a b le  am ount o f  know ledge in  th e  r u l e s  

o f  E n g l i s h  g ra m m a r , s t u d e n t s '  w r i t t e n  w o rk  o f t e n  r e f l e c t s  t h e i r  

i n a b i l i t y  to  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a p p ly  t h i s  know ledge i n  w r i t i n g  com posi­

t i o n s  w ith o u t  m ak ing  e x c e s s iv e  e r r o r s  (W elch , 1980).

P a ra g ra p h in g  i s  th e  m ost common o r g a n iz a t io n  p ro b le m  f o r  i n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l  s tu d e n ts .  I t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  many a r e  l a c k in g  th e  l o g i c  o f an  

E n g l i s h  p a r a g r a p h  (A n d e rs o n  & W r a s e ,  1 9 7 6 ) . T he l i t e r a t u r e  an d  

p ro n u n c ia t io n  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  E n g l i s h  a s  a s e c o n d  l a n g u a g e  r e v e a l e d
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t h a t  t h e r e  was no a t t e n t i o n  o r  p r i o r i t y  g iv e n  to  th e  im p rovem en t o f 

p r o n u n c ia t io n  among f o r e ig n  s t u d e n t s  (Goodman, 1980). Many E n g l is h  

w ords a r e  n o t pronounced  th e  way th e y  a r e  s p e l l e d ,  c r e a t i n g  a p ro b lem  

f o r  many s tu d e n t s .

U n d e r s t a n d in g  a c a d e m ic  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  c a t a l o g s ,  and  u n i v e r s i t y  

p u b l i c a t i o n s  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  h a v in g  a s u c c e s s f u l  a c a d e m ic  

e x p e r i e n c e .  " I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  u n d e r s t a n d  how an y  s t u d e n t  c o u ld  

h av e  a s u c c e s s f u l  ac ad e m ic  e x p e r ie n c e  a t  an e d u c a t io n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  

w i th o u t  u n d e r s ta n d in g  a c a d e m ic  r e g u la t i o n s ,  c a t a lo g s ,  and u n i v e r s i t y  

p u b l i c a t i o n s "  ( H u l l ,  1 9 7 8 , p. 4 1 ) .

B e in g  i n a d e q u a t e l y  p r e p a r e d  i n  E n g l i s h  d u r in g  th e  h ig h  s c h o o l  

p e r io d  a f f e c t s  th e  c o l l e g e  w ork  o f  s tu d e n t s .  The s tu d y  by M oghrabi 

(1966) in d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e r e  w as a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b etw e en  th e  s tu d e n t 's  

p r e p a r a t io n  in  h ig h  sc h o o l o r  u n i v e r s i t y  l e v e l  E n g l is h  and th e  d e g re e  

o f  h i s  lan g u a g e  d i f f i c u l t i e s .

The s tu d y  by W ilk en in g  (1 9 6 5 ) , w h ich  was co n d u c ted  to  d e te rm in e  

th e  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f p ro g ram s a v a i l a b l e  to  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  do in g  

g r a d u a te  w ork in  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and  e x te n s io n  e d u c a t io n  and  to  d e t e r ­

m ine th e  ty p e s  o f  a d ju s tm e n t  p ro b lem s e x p e r ie n c e d  by th o s e  s tu d e n t s ,  

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s l i g h t l y  h a l f  o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  c o n s id e r e d  la n g u a g e  to  

b e  a p r o b le m . A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s t a f f  m em b ers  ra n k e d  la n g u a g e  a s  t h e  

s t u d e n t s '  n u m b er on e  p r o b le m . A s ia n s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  f ro m  A r a b ic ­

s p e a k in g  c o u n t r i e s  e x p e r i e n c e d  th e  m o s t d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  E n g l i s h  

( H u l l ,  1 9 7 8 ).

The re s p o n s e s  o f  113 s tu d e n t s  from  20 d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  w ere 

com pared  w ith  th o s e  o f 35 A m erican  s tu d e n t s .  T e s t  s c o r e s  in d i c a t e d
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t h a t  w r i t i n g  and r e a s o n in g  in  E n g l is h  w ere th e  m ost d i f f i c u l t  t a s k s  

e n c o u n te re d  by n o n n a tiv e  s p e a k e rs  (Jam eson , 1974).

A lso , P e r k in s ,  P e r k in s ,  G u g iie lm in o , and R e i f f  (1977) c o n d u c ted  

a s tu d y  to  i d e n t i f y  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  a d ju s tm e n t  p ro b le m s  o f  d i f f e r ­

e n t  n a t i o n a l  g r o u p s  e n r o l l e d  a t  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G e o r g ia .  F i f t y  

c o u n t r i e s  w e re  r e p r e s e n te d ,  w i th  C h inese  and In d ia n  s tu d e n t s  c o n s t i ­

t u t i n g  a p p r o x im a te ly  o n e - th i r d  o f th e  re s p o n d e n ts  in  t h i s  s tu d y . I t  

w as f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  g r o u p s  d i f f e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  

E n g l is h  p r o f ic i e n c y ,  w i th  th e  C h in e se  r a t i n g  i t  a s  a m ore im p o r ta n t  

p ro b lem  th a n  d id  any  o f  th e  o th e r  r e s p o n d e n ts .

F o re ig n  s tu d e n t s  in  th e  U n ited  S ta t e s  e x p e r ie n c e  d i f f i c u l t y  w i th  

v a r io u s  a s p e c t s  o f  E n g l is h  c o m p o s i t io n , e s p e c i a l l y  s y n ta x , m e c h a n ic s , 

g ra m m a r ,  s e n t e n c e  an d  p a r a g r a p h  s t r u c t u r e ,  an d  r e p o r t  w r i t i n g  

( J o h n s o n ,  1 9 7 9 ) .  T he s t u d y  d o n e  by Chou (1 9 6 0 ) ,  w h ic h  w as d e s ig n e d  

to  i d e n t i f y  f a c t s  c o n c e rn in g  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  and th e  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t  

p ro g r a m  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G e o r g ia ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  

f a c t o r  w as t h e  m a in  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  a d j u s t m e n t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  am ong 

s tu d e n t s  fro m  n o n -E n g lis h  s p e a k in g  c o u n t r i e s .  G reen  (1 9 6 4 ), in  h i s  

s t u d y ,  e x a m in e d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a lu m n i  o f  

C o rn e l l  U n iv e r s i ty  from  1935 th ro u g h  1959 and s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i th  t h e i r  

e x p e r i e n c e  a t  C o r n e l l ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  

r e p o r t e d  E n g l is h  d i f f i c u l t y  d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  s e m e s te r  and o n e - h a l f  o f 

th e s e  i n d i v id u a l s  i n d i c a t e d  th e y  w ere s t i l l  h av in g  E n g l is h  d i f f i c u l t y  

d u r in g  th e  sec o n d  s e m e s te r .

T he r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  by B u rg e s s  and  G r e i s  ( 1 9 7 0 ) ,  w h ic h  

d e a l t  w i th  th e  p ro b lem  o f  d e te rm in in g  w hat t e s t i n g  d e v ic e  can  b e s t
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indicate a foreign student's readiness for satisfactory performance 

at the college level, suggested the great importance of proficiency 

in the reading and writing of English to successful performance of 

college work by foreign students.
In summary, many studies have been done which prove that foreign 

students do face many academic problems while studying abroad. Be­

cause of the great numbers of studies proving academic problems for 

foreign students, better preparation of students needs to be consid­

ered. Many of the students have difficulty with English proficiency. 

Many universities offer English courses for the foreign students; 
however, better preparation is needed in order to reduce some of 

these problems. Overall, the majority of the problems that foreign 
students face while studying in American colleges and universities is 

brought about because of problems with the second language, English. 
Having command of the language, orally and written, would help stu­

dents in taking notes, writing papers, understanding and answering 

examination questions, and various other things of this nature.

Studies Related to Personal and Social Problems 
of Foreign Students

I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  an  a t te m p t  was made to  re v ie w  s e v e r a l  s t u d ie s  

t h a t  r e l a t e  to  p e r s o n a l  and s o c i a l  p ro b le m s  o f  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s .  The 

s tu d y  by Sharm a (1971) in d i c a t e d  t h a t  h o m e s ic k n e s s , enough fu n d s , and 

a d e q u a t e  h o u s in g  w e re  som e o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l  p r o b le m s  t h a t  w e re  r e ­

p o r t e d  by  f o r e i g n  n o n -E u r o p e a n  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s .  The s tu d y  a l s o  

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  m o s t s e v e r e  s o c i a l  p r o b le m s  r e p o r t e d  w e re :
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getting used to American social customs, being accepted by the social 

groups, making friends with American students, and difficulty initi­

ating participation in campus activities. Furthermore, it was found 

that the students with master’s degrees tended to make better per­

sonal adjustment than those with bachelor's degrees.
Z a in  (1965) co n d u c te d  a n o th e r  s tu d y  w hich  showed th a t  th e  m ajo r­

i t y  o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  seem ed to  a d e q u a te ly  a d j u s t  s o c i a l l y  and p e r so n ­

a l l y ;  h o w e v e r ,  o f  t h o s e  who f a c e d  som e t o  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  t h e  

l a r g e s t  p r o p o r t io n s  w e re  i n  co m b a tin g  h o m e s ic k n e ss , f i n d in g  re s id e n c y  

f o r  a r e a s o n a b le  p r i c e ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  s o c i a l  e v e n ts ,  and a d ju s t i n g  

to  A m erican  c u s to m s.

In  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  done by S ta f f o r d  e t  a l .  (1 9 8 0 ), th e  a d j u s t ­

m e n t o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s  (N = 7 47) w as e x a m in e d . D a ta  w e re  

c o l l e c t e d  by m eans o f a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  I t  was found t h a t  h o m esick ­

n e s s ,  h o u s i n g ,  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  la n g u a g e ,  an d  f i ­

n a n c e s  w e re  th e  g r e a t e s t  a r e a s  o f  c o n c e rn .

P a y in d  (1 9 7 9 ), i n  h i s  s tu d y , found  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s a t i s f a c ­

t o r y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t  o f f i c e s  and w i th  p r o f e s s o r s  

and h o m e s ic k n e ss  w e re  some o f  th e  p ro b lem s t h a t  A fghan and I r a n i a n  

s tu d e n t s  e n c o u n te re d  w h i le  s tu d y in g  a b ro a d . A lso , i t  was found  t h a t  

t h e r e  w as no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  s t u d e n t s '  m a jo r  

f i e l d s  o f  s tu d y  and  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  o r  s o c i a l  p ro b le m s . A d d i t io n a l ly ,  

i t  w as found  t h a t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  was o b se rv ed  b etw een  th e  

s t u d e n t s '  f i n a n c i a l  s p o n s o r s h i p  an d  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

p r o b l e m s ;  t h e  n o n s p o n s o r e d  s t u d e n t s  h a d  a h i g h e r  p e r s o n a l  p ro b le m  

s c o r e  th a n  th o s e  who r e c e iv e d  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t .  On th e  o th e r  h an d ,
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i t  was found  t h a t  t h e r e  was no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  betw een  th e  

s t u d e n t s '  f i n a n c i a l  s p o n s o rs h ip  and t h e i r  s o c i a l  and ac ad e m ic  prob­

lem s .

The s tu d y  by S a n to s  (1959) showed t h a t  f i n a n c i a l ,  a c a d e m ic , and 

s o c i a l  p ro b le m s  gav e th e  m ost t r o u b le  to  th e  t o t a l  g ro u p  o f fo r e ig n  

s t u d e n t s  in  th e  s tu d y  t h a t  was d ev e lo p ed  to  d e te rm in e  th e  p ro b lem s o f 

s e v e n  g r o u p s  o f  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  a t  I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y  

d u r in g  th e  sec o n d  s e m e s te r  o f  th e  s c h o o l y e a r  1958-1959.

Ho (1 9 6 1 )  c o n d u c te d  a  s tu d y  t h a t  lo o k e d  a t  f a c t o r s  a f f e c t i n g  

a d a p t io n  to  A m eric an  d i e t a r y  p a t t e r n s  by s tu d e n t s  from  th e  o r i e n t a l  

c o u n t r i e s .  D a ta  w e re  c o l l e c t e d  u s in g  i n t e r v i e w s .  The r e s u l t s  o f  th e  

s t u d y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w ere 

found  b e tw e en  a d a p t io n  to  A m erican  food  by th e s e  s u b je c t s  and t h e i r  

e x p e r ie n c e s  w i th  A m erican  food  i n  t h e i r  home c o u n try ,  th e  e x te n t  o f 

e a t i n g  A m e r ic a n  fo o d  s i n c e  a r r i v a l ,  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  r e s i d e n c e  in  t h e  

h o s t  c o u n try ,  th e  e x te n t  o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i ­

t i e s ,  o r  a g e  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s .  I t  w as a l s o  fo u n d  t h a t  t h e r e  w as 

s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b etw e en  n a t i o n a l i t y  and th e  d e g re e  o f adap­

t a t i o n  to  fo o d . C h in e se  had th e  lo w e s t  s c o r e ,  w h i le  th e  In d ia n  g roup 

had  th e  h ig h e s t .

A n o th er p e r s o n a l  p ro b lem  i s  f in a n c e .  A c co rd in g  to  Leong (1984), 

f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and im m ig ra t io n  p ro b le m s  a r e  p e r s o n a l  p ro b lem s 

w h ich  a r e  u n iq u e  to  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s .  A ru b ay i (1 980), in  h i s  

s tu d y , i d e n t i f i e d  p ro b le m s e x p e r ie n c e d  by  N ig e r ia n  s tu d e n t s  e n r o lle d  

i n  K ansas S ta t e  U n iv e r s i ty .  A rubay i fo u n d  t h a t  m ost p ro b lem s w ere 

r e p o r t e d  i n  f i n a n c i a l ,  and fo llo w e d  b y , s o c i a l - p e r s o n a l  p ro b lem s. In
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a n o th e r  s tu d y  in v o lv in g  p e r c e p t io n s  o f  p ro b le m s , A rubay i (1981) id e n ­

t i f i e d  p e r s o n a l  p r o b le m s  by N i g e r i a n  s t u d e n t s  i n  A m e r ic a n  h i g h e r  

e d u c a t io n  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I t  was found t h a t  u n d e rg ra d u a te  re s p o n d e n ts  

r e p o r t e d  more p ro b le m s  th a n  d id  g ra d u a te s  in  th e  a r e a  o f  f in a n c e .

A s u r v e y  w as c o n d u c te d  a t  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a r y la n d , C o lle g e  

P a r k ,  r e g a r d i n g  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s ’ g e n e r a l  b a c k g r o u n d ,  c a r e e r  and  

e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n s ,  v i e w s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  a c a d e m ic  s k i l l s ,  and  

p e r s o n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t. In  te rm s  o f a d j u s t i n g  to  c o l l e g e ,  th e  i n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s  w e re  m o s t c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  m e e t in g  f i n a n c i a l  e x ­

p e n se s  and b u d g e tin g  t im e  (L eong, 1982). H ow ever, th e  s tu d y  done by 

G re e n  (1 9 6 4 ) i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  m o s t o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  d id  n o t  r e p o r t  

s e r io u s  h o u s in g , h e a l th ,  fo o d , o r  f i n a n c i a l  su p p o r t  p ro b le m s. F in a n ­

c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  do n o t  seem  to  be a  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  ( M o g h r a b i ,  1 9 7 2 ). A l s o ,  t h e  s t u d y  by  H i l l  (1 9 6 6 ) ,  

w h ic h  w a s m a in ly  d e s i g n e d  to  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p r o b le m s  o f  a g ro u p  o f  

f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  from  In d o n e s ia ,  T h a i la n d ,  P a k i s ta n ,  and I n d ia ,  i n d i ­

c a te d  t h a t  th e  s tu d e n t s  e x p e r i e n c e d  no  s u b s t a n t i a l  d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  

e i t h e r  h o u s in g , r e l i g i o u s ,  o r  s o c i a l  a d ju s tm e n t .  As an  im p l i c a t io n  

o f  a  s t u d y  d o n e  by  G a b r i e l  ( 1 9 7 3 ) ,  i t  w a s p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  f o r e i g n  

s tu d e n t s  m ig h t be h e lp e d  i n  t h e i r  a d ju s tm e n t  i f  g iv e n  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  

t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  p ro g r a m  c o n d u c te d  i n  th e  U n i te d  

S ta t e s  p r i o r  to  b e g in n in g  t h e i r  s t u d i e s .

A n o th er p ro b lem  f o r  many f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  w h i le  s tu d y in g  ab ro ad  

i s  l o n e l i n e s s  a n d  h o m e s i c k n e s s .  H u l l  (1 9 7 8 )  s t a t e d  t h a t  m ore  t h a n  

60% o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  e x p e r ie n c e d  b o th  l o n e l in e s s  and h o m e s ic k n e ss . 

H u l l  f u r t h e r  found  t h a t  th o s e  r e p o r t i n g  h a v in g  made no "good f r i e n d ”
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r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  l o n e l i n e s s ,  and h o m e s ic k n e ss , and 

w ere g e n e r a l l y  l e s s  s a t i s f i e d .  In  a s tu d y  by P e rk in s  e t  a l .  (1977), 

th e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  found t h a t  th e  C h inese  d i f f e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from  

b o th  th e  I n d ia n  and o th e r  re s p o n d e n ts  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  u n f r ie n d l in e s s  

o f  p e o p le  f r o m  t h e  c o m m u n ity . A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  C h in e s e  and  th e  

In d ia n s  d i f f e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  w ith  re g a rd  to  h o m e s ic k n e s s , w ith  th e  

C h in e se  f i n d in g  i t  to  be m ore im p o r ta n t .  H om esick n ess  was th e  m ost 

d i f f i c u l t  a r e a  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s tu d e n ts  e n r o l l e d  a t  N o rth  C a ro li i .a  

S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  s p r i n g  s e m e s t e r ,  1978 ( S t a f f o r d  e t  a l . ,  1 9 8 0 ). 

Many f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  a r e  s o c i a l l y  i s o l a t e d  from  A m erican  s tu d e n t s ,  

a l s o .  T h is  was c l e a r  i n  th e  s tu d y  by Das (1976) w h ich  in d i c a t e d  th a t  

p e r s o n a l  and  s o c i a l  n e e d s  w ere n o t b e in g  m et a d e q u a te ly .  A d d it io n ­

a l l y ,  s o c i a l  i s o l a t i o n  b e tw e e n  A m e r ic a n  an d  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  w as 

g r e a t .

A s t u d y  w as c o n d u c te d  by  O w ie (1 9 8 2 )  to  d e t e r m in e  th e  l e v e l  o f  

s o c i a l  a l i e n a t i o n  among f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  w h i le  in  th e  U n ited  S ta t e s .  

The s t u d y  i n c l u d e d  53 f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  fro m  tw o  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  The 

s o c i a l  a l i e n a t i o n  s u b s c a l e  o f  th e  D eans A l i e n a t i o n  S c a l e  w as u s e d . 

I t  was fo u n d  t h a t  th e  l e v e l  o f  s o c i a l  a l i e n a t i o n  among th e s e  s tu d e n ts  

a l t e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  fro m  n o rm al e x p e c t a t i o n s .  A d d i t io n a l ly ,  th e r e  

was no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  s o c i a l  a l i e n a t i o n  b e tw e en  th e  se x e s .

To a v o id  a l i e n a t i o n  fro m  th e  s tu d e n t 's  h o m elan d , th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  

t o  r e tu r n  home f o r  a t  l e a s t  2 m onths sh o u ld  be p ro v id e d  a t  l e a s t  once 

o r  tw ic e  d u r in g  th e  u n d e r g ra d u a te  y e a rs  o f  s tu d y  (The N a tio n a l  L i a i ­

son  C o m m ittee  on F o re ig n  S tu d e n t A d m iss io n s , 1975). T h is  w i l l  a l l e ­

v i a t e  t e n s i o n s  b ro u g h t a b o u t b ec au se  o f h o m e s ic k n e ss  and l o n e l in e s s .
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F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a l i e n a t i o n  o c c u r s  b e c a u s e  o f  l a c k  o f  c o n t a c t  w i th  

o t h e r s .  L a c k  o f  c o n t a c t  o r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  m ake c o n t a c t  w i t h  n a t i v e  

A m eric an s  can le a d  to  a h ig h  l e v e l  o f a l i e n a t i o n  f o r  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  

( D a l i l i ,  1982c). Many s t u d ie s  have been c o n d u c te d  fo c u s in g  on con­

t a c t  and i n t e r a c t i o n  b e tw e en  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  and A m erican  s tu d e n ts .

A s t u d y  w as d o n e  by P en n  and  D urham  (1 9 7 8 )  to  e x p l o r e  and  a n a ­

ly z e  v a r io u s  d im e n s io n s  o f s o c i a l  c o n ta c t  b e tw e en  A m erican  and f o r ­

e i g n  s t u d e n t s .  T he s t u d y  in c l u d e d  100 f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  and  750 

A m eric an  s tu d e n t s .  D a ta  w ere c o l l e c t e d  by m eans o f a  q u e s t io n n a i r e .  

T he r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  g r e a t  i n d i v i d u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  

b e tw e e n  A m erican  and f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  w i th  r e g a rd  to  th e  num ber o f  

p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r .  T he g r e a t e s t  s o u r c e s  o f  d i s ­

c o m fo r t  w ere  r e l a t e d  to  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  la n g u a g e  and u n f a m i l i a r i t y  

w i t h  A m e r ic a n  c u s to m s .  M em bers o f  b o th  g r o u p s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i n ­

c r e a s e d  c o n t a c t  w o u ld  m o s t e a s i l y  o c c u r  th r o u g h  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

su ch  a s  l i v in g  group  e x c h a n g e s, s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t  c lu b s ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

d i n n e r s ,  an d  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  The s tu d y  

found  t h r e e  im p o r ta n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  to  e x i s t  b e tw e en  th e  background 

f a c t o r s  and th e  e x te n t  o f  in f o r m a l  and fo r m a l  c o n ta c t .  A r e l a t i o n ­

s h ip  w as found  b e tw e en  a c ad e m ic  f i e l d  and th e  ty p e  o f  s tu d e n t  h o u sin g  

p r e f e r r e d .  S tu d e n t s  f o c u s in g  i n  l i b e r a l  a r t s  p r e f e r r e d  i n c r e a s e d  

c o n ta c t  w i th  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  th ro u g h  a  ty p e  o f  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  l i v in g  

a r ra n g e m e n t .  A r e l a t i o n s h i p  was found b e tw e e n  th e  am ount o f t r a v e l ­

in g  d one by A m erican  s tu d e n t s  and th e  am ount o f  fo rm a l c o n ta c t  th e y  

h a v e  w i t h  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s .  F i n a l l y ,  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  w as fo u n d  b e ­

tw ee n  p r e v io u s  c o l le g e  e x p e r ie n c e  and th e  e x t e n t  o f in f o r m a l  c o n ta c t
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( s t u d e n t s  who have p r e v io u s ly  a t te n d e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o u t s id e  th e  s t a t e  

e x p e r ie n c e d  g r e a t e r  c o n ta c t  w i th  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  th a n  th o s e  who had 

o n ly  e n t e r e d  i n - s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o r c o l l e g e s ) .

A n o th e r  s tu d y  was done by Koo (1962) w ith  re g a rd  to  th e  A m erican  

s t u d e n t s '  c o n ta c t s  and a t t i t u d e s  to w ard  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s .  D ata w ere 

c o l l e c t e d  by u s in g  a q u e s t io n n a i r e .  The s tu d y  in c lu d e d  212 g ra d u a te  

and u n d e r g ra d u a te  s tu d e n t s  a t  M ich igan  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty .  R e s u l ts  o f 

th e  s tu d y  in d i c a t e d  t h a t  A m erican  s tu d e n ts  a t  M ich ig an  S ta t e  U n iv er­

s i t y  lo o k e d  f o r  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  m eet and know f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s .  The 

d e g r e e  o f  A m e r ic a n  s t u d e n t s '  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  w as 

p o s i t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  to  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  to w a rd  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s .  F i­

n a l l y ,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e en  s p e c i f i c  a c a d e m ic  i n t e r e s t  

an d  a m o u n t o f  c o n t a c t  w i t h  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  e x i s t e d  f o i  A m e r ic a n  

g r a d u a te  s t u d e n t s .  S tu d e n ts  m a jo r in g  i n  e d u c a t io n , home ec o n o m ic s , 

a g r i c u l t u r e ,  s c i e n c e ,  and  v e t e r i n a r y  m e d ic in e  had m ore c o n ta c t  w i th  

f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  t h a n  t h o s e  who m a jo r e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  s u c h  a s  l a n ­

g u a g e  an d  l i t e r a t u r e ,  f i n e  a r t s ,  b u s i n e s s ,  c o m m u n ic a tio n  a r t s ,  a n d  

s o c i a l  s c ie n c e .

G e z i  (1 9 6 5 )  c o n d u c te d  a  s t u d y  w i th  r e g a r d  to  t h e  f a c t o r s  a s s o ­

c i a t e d  w i th  s tu d e n t  a d ju s tm e n t  i n  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  c o n ta c t .  The sam p le  

o f  t h i s  s tu d y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  62 M idd le  E a s te r n  s tu d e n ts  who w ere s tu d y ­

in g  a t  11 C a l i f o r n i a  c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s .  Two o p en -en d  i n t e r ­

v ie w  s c h e d u le s  w e re  d e v e lo p e d  f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d a t a .  The r e ­

s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  d u r a t i o n  o f  th e  s tu d e n t s '  s o jo u rn  in  t h i s  coun­

t r y  w as n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  th e  s t u d e n t 's  a d ju s tm e n t ;  

h o w e v er, th e  m e a n in g f u ln e s s  o f  t h e i r  i n t e r a c t i o n  w ith  A m ericans was
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fo u n d  to  be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a s s o c ia t e d .  Das (1974) co n d u c ted  a s tu d y  

t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e tw e en  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  and 

A m erican  s tu d e n t s .  I n t e r v i e w s  and q u e s t io n n a i r e s  w ere used  to  c o l ­

l e c t  t h e  d a t a .  I t  w as fo u n d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  s o c i a l  c o n t a c t s  b e tw e e n  

th e  tw o g ro u p s  a r e  i n f r e q u e n t ,  th e s e  c o n ta c t s  a r e  v iew ed  p o s i t i v e ly  

by b o th  g ro u p s ;  a d d i t i o n a l l y ,  m ost o f  th e  c o n ta c t s  ta k e  p la c e  w i th in  

th e  c la s s r o o m . A c o m p re h e n s iv e  com m unity s tu d y  was co n d u c ted  o f th e  

f o r e i g n  s tu d e n t s  and th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a s p e c ts  o f  f i v e  c o l le g e s  and 

u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  th e  C le v e la n d  a r e a .  The s tu d y  in c lu d e d  236 f o r e ig n  

s t u d e n t s ,  143 h o s t  f a m i l i e s ,  376 A m erican  s tu d e n t s ,  and 213 A m erican 

f a c u l t y  m em bers. One o f  th e  c o n c lu s io n s  was t h a t  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  

i n t e r a c t  c o n s id e r a b ly  w i th  A m erican  f a m i l i e s  (D e u tsc h , 1965).

The s tu d y  p u b l is h e d  by H igbee (1961) i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e  m a jo r i ty  

o f  t h e  s tu d e n t s  found  t h a t  m aking s o c i a l  c o n ta c t s  w i th  A m ericans upon 

a r r i v a l  w as ea sy  o r  v e ry  e a sy . W ith  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  i t  a p p e a rs  l i k e l y  

t h a t  y o u n g e r  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  m o re  i n v o lv e m e n t  w i t h  A m e r ic a n s  ( H u l l ,  

1 978). A f te r  lo o k in g  a t  th e  a d a p ta t io n  o f 143 i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t r d e n t s  

i n  r e l a t i o n  to  i n d i v id u a l  and  fa m i ly  v a r i a b l e s ,  s u c c e s s f u l  a d a p ta t io n  

was r e l a t e d  to  sp e n d in g  t im e  w ith  A m ericans (S urdan  & C o l l in s ,  1984). 

E n g l i s h  la n g u a g e  p la y s  a m a jo r  r o l e  in  th e  c o n ta c t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

and  A m e r ic a n  s t u d e n t s .  H u l l  (1 9 7 8 ) fo u n d  t h a t  c o n t a c t  w i th  A m e r i­

c a n s ,  i n  te rm s  o f  f r e q u e n c y , c o u ld  be r e l a t e d  to  th e  E n g l is h  lan g u a g e 

f a c i l i t y  o f  th e  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s .
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S tu d ie s  R e la te d  to  A d v is in g  and C o u n se lin g  
o f  F o re ig n  S tu d e n ts

F o re ig n  s tu d e n ts  f a c e  many a d ju s tm e n t  p ro b le m s  w h i l e  s tu d y in g  

a b ro a d . B ecause o f th e s e  p ro b le m s , c o u n s e lin g  f a c i l i t i e s  sh o u ld  be 

p r o v i d e d .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t o  b e t t e r  o r i e n t a t e  s t u d e n t s ,  c o u n s e l i n g  

f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  needed  to  h e lp  them  w ith  s p e c i f i c  a d ju s tm e n t  p ro b le m s. 

The f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t  a d v i s o r ,  f o r  i n s ta n c e ,  sh o u ld  be v e ry  k now ledge­

a b l e  i n  c o u n s e l i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  ( S p a u ld in g  & F la c k ,  1 9 7 6 ) a s  w e l l  a s  

h a v in g  t e c h n ic a l  c o m p e te n ce  in  im m ig ra t io n  r e g u la t io n s  (D a v is , 1971).

W h ile  s t u d y in g  i n  a n o t h e r  c o u n t r y ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s  may 

n e e d  h e l p  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s t u d e n t  s e r v i c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

c o u n s e lin g  f o r  p e r s o n a l  p ro b le m s , ac ad e m ic  a d v is in g ,  c a r e e r  g u id a n c e , 

p sy c h o th e ra p y  f o r  m e n ta l  h e a l th ,  and so f o r th  (Leong, 1984).

U pon a r r i v a l ,  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  a r e  c o n f ro n te d  w ith  u n f a m i l i a r  

c u s to m s , s t r a n g e  fo o d , a  d i f f e r e n t  e d u c a t io n  sy s te m , l o n e l i n e s s  and 

i s o l a t i o n ,  and d i f f i c u l t y  co m m u n ica tin g . An i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  e x p e c ts  

t o  s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  n e e d s  to  p r o v i d e  a 

c o n t i n u o u s  c o u n s e l i n g  p ro g r a m  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  

( A l t s c h e r ,  1 9 7 6 ).

The d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  b e tw e en  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s tu d e n t  a d v is o r s  and 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t  c o u n s e lo r s  was made by D a l i l i  (1982b) i n  re g a rd  

to  t h e i r  r o l e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s tu d e n t  a d v is o r s  

p ro v id e  g u id a n c e  and a d v is e m e n t t h r o u g h  a d m is s io n s  an d  o r i e n t a t i o n  

p r o c e s s e s .  They in fo rm  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  ab o u t law s and r e g u la t io n s  

w h ic h  w i l l  g o v e r n  t h e i r  s t a y  i n  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

s t u d e n t  a d v is o r s  have th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f h e lp in g  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts
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s o l v e  a c a d e m ic  an d  f i n a n c i a l  p r o b le m s  t h r o u g h  p r o p e r  g u id a n c e  and  

a d v ic e .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t  c o u n s e lo r s  a r e  f a c i l i t a t o r s  f o r  f o r ­

e ig n  s tu d e n t s .  P ro b lem  s o lv in g  i s  one o f th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  re sp o n ­

s i b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s tu d e n t  c o u n s e lo r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  know ing 

th e  l e v e l  o f  E n g l i s h  p r o f i c i e n c y  and  th e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o b le m s  an d  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s tu d e n ts  e n c o u n te r .

A s t u d y  w as d o n e  by Yuen and T i n s l e y  (1 9 8 1 ) to  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  

s t u d e n t s '  e x p e c t a t i o n s  to w a r d  c o u n s e l i n g  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  l e v e l .  

The s tu d y  fo c u s e d  on w h e th e r  o r  n o t e x p e c ta t io n s  d i f f e r e d  b ec au se  0 /  

d i f f e r e n t  b a c k g ro u n d s . Yuen and T in s le y  found  t h a t  o u t o f  th e  fo u r  

n a t i o n a l i t y  g ro u p s  u se d  f o r  th e  s tu d y , 12 o f  th e  17 e x p e c ta n c y  s c a le s  

d i f f e r e d  g r e a t l y  among th e  g ro u p s . The A m erican  s tu d e n t s  w ere found 

t o  e x p e c t  c o u n s e l o r s  t o  b e  l e s s  p r o t e c t i v e  an d  d i r e c t i v e ,  a l l o w i n g  

th e  s tu d e n t s  to  be m ore r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  t h e i r  own im p ro v em en t. The 

I r a n i a n ,  A f r ic a n ,  and C h in e se  g ro u p s , on th e  o th e r  h an d , e x p e c te d  to  

t a k e  a m o re  p a s s i v e  r o l e ,  an d  th e  c o u n s e lo r  t o  b e  m o re  n u r t u r i n g ,  

d i r e c t i v e ,  and  an  a u t h o r i t y  f i g u r e .

O r i e n t a t i o n  i s  u s u a l l y  a  b a s ic  f u n c t io n  o f th e  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t  

a d v i s o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  h e lp in g  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  i n  h o u s in g  and  f i n a n c i a l  

m a t t e r s ,  h e a l th  i n s u r a n c e ,  h a n d l in g  e m e rg e n c ie s ,  im m ig ra t io n  a d v is ­

in g ,  and  g e n e r a l  p ro b le m  s o lv in g .  F o re ig n  s tu d e n t  a d v i s o r s  u s u a l ly  

becom e in v o lv e d  i n  c o u n s e lin g  by ch a n ce , w h i le  d e a l in g  r o u t i n e l y  w ith  

s tu d e n t s  o r  when s tu d e n t s  a r e  r e f e r r e d  to  them  by o th e r  s tu d e n ts  o r  

c o l l e a g u e s  (A lth e n , 1983).

V iew s o f  48 f o r e i g n  s tu d e n t s  c o n c e rn in g  o r i e n t a t i o n  n ee d s  a t  th e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C o n n e c t i c u t  w e re  s u r v e y e d .  The s t u d e n t s  i d e n t i f i e d
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U.S. r e g u la t i o n s ,  need s o f  s p o u s e , I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S tu d e n t O f f ic e  and 

a d v i s o r s ,  h e a l t h  c a r e ,  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e ,  e m p lo y m e n t on and  o f f  

cam pus, h o u s in g  in f o r m a t io n ,  b u s  s e r v i c e ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s ,  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s ,  p ro g ra m s and e d u c a t io n ,  campus to u r s ,  A m eri­

can  sy s te m  o f e d u c a t io n , th e  r o l e  o f  A m erican  a d v i s o r s ,  and th in g s  o f  

t h i s  n a t u r e  t o  be v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  ( P f a u ,  1 9 8 3 ) . In  a n o t h e r  s t u d y ,  

f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  new to  th e  U n ited  S ta t e s  w ere found to  need  i n i t i a l  

and  lo n g - te r m  c o n tin u o u s  o r i e n t a t i o n  in  nonacadem ic  a r e a s  a s  w e ll  a s  

a c a d e m ic  a r e a s .  T h ro u g h  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  

in v o lv in g  f o r e ig n  and A m erican  s tu d e n ts  c o u ld  be s e t  up , a s  w e ll  a s  

s t r e s s i n g  th e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  to  c la s s ro o m  s e t t i n g s  

and  a l s o  to  th e  e n t i r e  com m unity  and cam pus. O th er t h i n g s ,  such  as  

e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t  a d v i s o r  an d  h i s  o r  h e r  

o f f i c e  and s e r v i c e s ,  e x p la in in g  and h e lp in g  s tu d e n ts  cope w ith  " c u l­

t u r e  s h o c k ,"  an d  t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  w o u ld  be h e l p f u l  t o  f o r e i g n  

s t u d e n t s .  At th e  same t im e ,  ac ad e m ic  o r i e n t a t i o n  w ould g iv e  s tu d e n ts  

an  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f th e  b a s i c  a c a d e m ic  e x p e c t a t i o n s  an d  s t a n d a r d s ,  

o r i e n t  g r o u p s  to  v a r i o u s  f i e l d s  o f  s t u d y  an d  c o u r s e s ,  i n t r o d u c e  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s tu d e n ts  to  f a c u l t y  m em bers and a d v is o r s  in  t h e i r  f i e l d  

o f  s t u d y ,  a n d  c r e a t e  a " w o rk in g "  a tm o s p h e r e  and  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  

s tu d e n t s  th ro u g h  o r i e n t a t i o n  ( N a t io n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  F o r e ig n  S tu ­

d e n t  A f f a i r s ,  1964).

W ith  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  t h r e e  b ro a d  c a t e g o r i e s  can  be m ade: in fo rm a ­

t i o n  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  m a t t e r s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  on th e  A m e r ic a n  a c a d e m ic  

s y s te m , and a d ju s tm e n t  t o  a  new c u l t u r e .  W ith  a l l  t h r e e  a r e a s ,  th e  

u s e  o f  o r i e n t a t i o n  c a n  m ake th e  a d j u s t m e n t  t o  a new  c u l t u r e  an d
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c o u n try  s im p le r  by g iv in g  s tu d e n ts  know ledge on h o u s in g ; fo o d ; t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n ;  co m m u n ic a tio n s  such  as u se  o f th e  te le p h o n e ,  m a g a z in e s , 

n e w s p a p e rs , and so  f o r th ;  sh o p p in g ; money m a t t e r s ;  s e r v ic e s  such  a s  

la u n d r y , h a i r c u t s ,  and th in g s  o f t h i s  n a tu r e ;  r e c r e a t i o n ;  im m ig ra t io n  

r e g u la t i o n s ;  s o u rc e s  o f  h e lp  and a id ;  s tu d y  s k i l l s ;  r o l e s  o f  ac ad e m ic  

a d v i s o r s ;  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o c e s s e s ;  w h a t i s  e x p e c t e d  o f  s t u d e n t s ;  

l e a r n i n g  a b o u t c o u r s e s  and  p r o f e s s o r s ;  co p in g  w ith  and l e a r n in g  ab o u t 

c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ;  a n d  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  U.S. 

c u l t u r e  and a d j u s t i n g  to  i t  (A lth e n , 1980).

A d m iss io n  o f  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  i s  an im p o r ta n t  a r e a  t h a t  f o r e ig n  

s tu d e n t  a d v i s o r s  need  to  know. The num ber o f  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  s tu d y ­

in g  i n  t h e  U.S. i s  i n c r e a s i n g  i n  w h ic h  c a s e ,  m any i n s t i t u t i o n s  h a v e  

to  d e n y  a d m i s s i o n  to  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  to  m a i n t a i n  a  g iv e n  l e v e l  o f  

fo r e ig n  s t u d e n t s .  C o n fu s io n  e x i s t s  c o n c e rn in g  w ha t c r i t e r i a  sh o u ld  

be u se d  to  e v a lu a t e  c r e d e n t i a l s  o f f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  (H opk ins , 1979).

T he r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  a d m is s io n s  o f f i c e  i n  r e c r u i t i n g  an d  

a d m i t t in g  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  in c lu d e s  p ro v id in g  a d e q u a te  and a c c u r a te  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  p ro g r a m  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  f i n a n c i a l  a i d ,  c o s t s ,  an d  

a c a d e m ic  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  I t  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

s p e c i f i c  p e r s o n n e l  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  E n g l is h  la n g u a g e  t r a i n i n g ,  and 

p ro v id in g  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e  f o r  s tu d e n ts  (S h a rp s , 1982).

S t a n d a r d s  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  n e e d  to  be r e a s s e s s e d  p e r i o d i c a l l y  by 

a p p r o p r i a t e  c o m m itte e s  in c lu d in g  an a d m is s io n s  o f f i c e r  and th e  f o r ­

e i g n  s t u d e n t  a d v i s o r s .  Once s t a n d a r d s  a r e  d e v e lo p e d  f o r  g e n e r a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o l i c y ,  th e  su c c e s s  o f th e  a d m is s io n s  p ro g ram  w i l l  f a l l  

on a d m i s s i o n  p e r s o n n e l ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t  a d v i s o r
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(N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  F o re ig n  S tu d e n t A f f a i r s ,  1966b).

P r i o r  to  a d m is s io n , i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s  a r e  r e q u ir e d  to  m eet 

a  c e r t a i n  l e v e l  on an E n g l is h  p r o f ic ie n c y  t e s t  (Regan & McCory,

The l a r g e r  and more com plex  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  th e  m ore im p o r ta n t  

c o u n s e l in g  becom es f o r  i n d iv id u a l s .  On l a r g e r  cam puses w here l a r g e r  

n u m b e rs  o f  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  may be fo u n d ,  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a f u l l - t i m e  

a d v i s o r  who i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t  a f f a i r s  i s  v i t a l  

(Du B o is ,  1 9 5 6 ). I n  o r d e r  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e s e  p r o b le m s ,  c e r t a i n  

g u i d e l i n e s  s u g g e s t e d  by J .  Eddy (1 9 7 2 ) n e e d  to  b e  a p p l i e d .  B a s i ­

c a l l y ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a p p o i n t  a t  l e a s t  on e  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t  a d ­

v i s o r  p e r  cam pus to  be a r e g u la r  r e s o u rc e  p e r s o n  w i th  th e  a u th o r i t y  

an d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  c r e a t e  a f o r e i g n  s tu d e n t  o f f i c e  w ith  s tu d e n t  

c o u n s e l in g  and p rogram  c o o r d in a t in g  f u n c t io n s .

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  b a c k g ro u n d , h o ld  d i f f e r e n t  

v a lu e s ,  l i f e s t y l e s ,  and  a t t i t u d e s  w hich  may a p p e a r  to  be a  t h r e a t  to  

c o u n s e lo r s  (W a lte r ,  1978). I t  h as  a l s o  b een  d e m o n s tra te d  t h a t  when a 

c o u n s e lo r  i s  a b le  t o  em p h a siz e  th e  e n t i r e  p e rso n h o o d  o f  th e  i n d iv id ­

u a l  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  c u l t u r e ,  m o re  e f f e c t i v e  c r o s s -  

c u l t u r a l  c o u n s e lin g  o c c u rs . In  t h i s  ty p e  o f  s i t u a t i o n ,  c o u n s e lin g  i s  

m ore co m p lex . M ost c o u n s e lo r s  a r e  t r a i n e d  f o r  c o u n s e lin g  th e  need s 

o f  t h e  m i d d l e - c l a s s  A m e r ic a n s ;  h o w e v e r ,  w hen d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c ,  

r a c i a l ,  o r  s o c io e c o n o m ic  g ro u p s  a r e  i n t r o d u c e d ,  m ost c o u n s e lo r s  a r e  

n o t  p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d  o r  e x p e r i e n c e d ;  an d  w i t h  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s ,  a 

d i f f e r e n t  s e t  o f  v a l u e s ,  l i f e s t y l e s ,  a n d  a t t i t u d e s  w h ic h  a r e  e v e n  

m ore d i f f e r e n t  from  t h a t  o f  th e  m id d le  c l a s s  i s  in t ro d u c e d  (W a lte r , 

1 9 7 8 ) .
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A s t u d y  w as c o n d u c te d  by H a r t  (1 9 7 4 ) i n  o r d e r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  

s tu d e n t  p e r s o n n e l  p ro b le m  p e r c e p t io n s  o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n ts  and 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t  a d v i s o r s .  The s tu d y  w as d o n e  a t  s e l e c t e d  

com m unity  c o l l e g e s  in  T ex a s. F o r th e  s tu d y , 220 i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u ­

d e n t s  an d  30 i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t  a d v i s o r s  w e re  g iv e n  th e  I n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l  S tu d e n t  P ro b le m  I n v e n to r y .  I t  w as fo u n d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e re  

e ig h t  s u b s c a le s  t h a t  c o n ta in e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  p e r c e p t io n s  

b e tw e e n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s  an d  th e  a d v i s o r s .  T he d i f f e r e n c e s  

w e re  f o u n d  in  a c a d e m ic  a d v i s i n g  an d  r e c o r d s ,  a d m i s s i o n s ,  s o c i a l -  

p e r s o n a l ,  s tu d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  E n g l is h  la n g u a g e , f i n a n c i a l  a i d ,  o r i e n ­

t a t i o n ,  a n d  p l a c e m e n t  s e r v i c e s .  In  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s ,  i t  w as fo u n d  

t h a t  t h e  a d v i s o r s  p e r c e i v e d  a g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  o f  p r o b le m s  th a n  d id  

s t u d e n t s .

W ith  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s ,  d i f f e r e n t  p ro c e s s e s  in v o lv in g  con­

s i d e r a b l y  more t im e  i s  n e c e s s a r y  s in c e  a d v is o r s  m u st em p h a siz e  and 

e x p l a i n  i n  m in u te  d e t a i l s  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  p r o c e d u r e s  an d  p o l i c i e s  

r e g a r d i n g  a c a d e m ic  c r e d i t ,  s t u d e n t  l i f e ,  f i n a n c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  

w i t h i n  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  c o u r s e  s e l e c t i o n s ,  p ro g r a m  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  an d  

c r e d i t  h o u r s .  F o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s ,  a d v i s i n g  m u s t be h i g h l y  

i n d iv id u a l iz e d  and ca n  h e lp  s o lv e  p ro b le m s and p ro d u c e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

o u tco m es (W e i l l ,  1982).

F o r  t h e  m o s t p a r t ,  a l l  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s  p r o v id e d  by an  

i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s  w o rk s  w i t h  e t h e r  o f f i c e s ,  d e p a r t ­

m e n t s ,  o r  e s t a b l i s h e d  ca m p u s an d  c o m m u n ity  g r o u p s .  I n  o r d e r  to  

c o o r d in a te  th e s e  v a r io u s  s e r v ic e s  f o r  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s ,  th e  r o l e  o f  

f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t  a d v i s o r  a s  c o o r d i n a t o r  o r  d i r e c t o r  n e e d s  to  be
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s p e c i f i e d .  The o v e r a l l  f u n c t io n  o f  th e  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t  a d v is o r  i s  to  

s e e  t h a t  r e s o u r c e s  o f p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  b e in g  u sed  to  a id  

f o r e ig n  s t u d e n t s '  s p e c ia l  n ee d s and p ro b le m s . At th e  same t im e , th e  

f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t  a d v i s o r  f u n c t i o n s  a s  a l i a i s o n  p e r s o n  b e tw e e n  th e  

a c a d e m ic  a d v is o r  and th e  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t .  F o re ig n  s tu d e n t  a d v is o r s  

n e e d  to  c o n s i d e r  w h e th e r  t h e i r  r o l e  a s  a d v i s o r  o r  a s  c o u n s e lo r  i s  

e q u a l  to  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a t  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  ( N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia tio n  

f o r  F o r e i g n  S tu d e n t  A f f a i r s ,  1 9 6 6 a ) . Some i n s t i t u t i o n s  p r e f e r  to  

b e s to w  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  an d  c o n c e r n s  o f  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  on one 

i n d i v i d u a l ;  o t h e r  s c h o o l s ,  h o w e v e r ,  may f i n d  i t  m ore  e f f e c t i v e  to  

d e l e g a t e  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  s e v e r a l  p e o p le . What­

e v e r  th e  s t r u c t u r e ,  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  sh o u ld  be s u re  t h e r e  i s  an e f f e c ­

t i v e  m ea n s o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n  am ong a l l  p e o p le  i n v o lv e d  w i t h  i n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s  ( N a t io n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S c h o o l s ,  

1980). A d d i t i o n a l ly ,  th e  c o u n s e lo r 's  jo b  i s  to  m o d ify  h i s  know ledge 

i n  o r d e r  to  b r in g  ab o u t th e  b e s t  p o s s ib le  r e s u l t s .

A s tu d y  was p u b l ish e d  by H igbee (1961) on th e  s t a t u s  o f  fo r e ig n  

s t u d e n t  a d v i s i n g  i n  U n i te d  S t a t e s  c o l l e g e s  an d  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  The 

s tu d y  was d iv id e d  i n to  th r e e  m a jo r s e c t io n s :  w r i t t e n  q u e s t io n n a i r e

w h ic h  w as d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  p e r s o n s  know n t o  b e  h o l d i n g  th e  t i t l e  o f  

f o r e i g n  s tu d e n t  a d v is o r ,  a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  m a i le d  to  a s e l e c t e d  sam p l­

i n g  o f  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s ,  an d  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w s  a t  43 s e l e c t e d  

cam p u ses . The s tu d y  show ed t h a t  th e  m ore in v o lv e m e n t i n  e d u c a t io n a l  

p ro g ra m s f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s tu d e n ts  by th e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  th e  g r e a t e r  

c l a r i t y  th e  r o l e  o f  th e  a d v is o r  had. I t  w as a l s o  shown th a t  m ost o f  

t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  do n e t  p l a c e  h ig h  p r i o r i t y  on th e  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t
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a d v i s o r 's  f u n c t i o n .  I t  w a s re c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  a d m is s io n  s t a n d a r d s  

s h o u ld  be s t r o n g ;  h o w e v e r ,  n o t  so  r i g i d  a s  to  d en y  s t u d e n t s  t h e  

o p p o r tu n i ty  to  s tu d y  a b ro a d . A lso , th e  s tu d y  p o in te d  o u t th e  im p o r­

ta n c e  and u rg e n c y  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  more la n g u a g e  c e n te r s  f o r  f o r e ig n  

s tu d e n t s  and more a c a d e m ic  a d v ic e .  The a d v is o r  w ork ing  as  a u n i ty  o f  

th e  u n i v e r s i t y  i s  a l s o  nee d ed  f o r  s u c c e s s .

M i l l e r  ( c i t e d  in  S p a u ld in g  & F la c k , 1976) looked  a t  th e  p e rc e p ­

t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t  a d v i s o r s  f o r  t h e i r  own o n - th e - jo b  b e h a v io r  

t h a t  c o u ld  be  c o n s i d e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  d o in g  t h e i r  j o b s .  Some o f  

th e  c r i t i c a l  a r e a s  w e re :  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  o f f i c e ,  p la n n in g  and

d e v e lo p in g  p ro g ra m s, g u id a n c e  p r o g r a m s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a c a d e m ic s  an d  

f i n a n c e s ,  i m m i g r a t i o n ,  p e r s o n a l  c o u n s e l i n g ,  and  r e f e r r a l .  I t  w as 

found t h a t  a d v is o r s  p e r c e iv e d  th e m s e lv e s  to  be m ore e f f e c t i v e  when 

w o rk in g  w i th  i n d i v id u a l s  n o t  a s s o c ia t e d  w i th  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  th a n  w ith  

such  c o n c e p ts  a s  p ro g ra m s , o r g a n iz a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  and id e a s .  The 

f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t  a d v i s o r s  fo u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  b e in g  l e s s  e f f e c t i v e  i n  

a d v is in g  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s .

I n  a s tu d y  by S t a f f o r d ,  M a r io n , and S a l t e r  (1978), i t  was found 

t h a t  th e  a c ad e m ic  a d v i s o r  was th e  o n ly  s e r v ic e  o f f e r e d  a t  th e  u n iv e r ­

s i t y  l e v e l  w h e re  t h e r e  w a s a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  fo u n d  i n  t h e  

p e r c e p t io n s  o f  u n d e r g r a d u a te  a n d  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s .  G r a d u a te  s t u ­

d e n ts  w e re  more s a t i s f i e d  w i th  th e  a c a d e m ic  a d v is in g  th e y  re c e iv e d  

th a n  w e re  th e  u n d e r g ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts .

A c a d e m ic  a d v i s o r s  n e e d  t o  w o rk  c l o s e l y  w i th  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t  

a d v i s o r s .  A d d i t i o n a l ly ,  p e r s o n a l  c o u n s e lin g  o f f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  i s  

a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  an d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  ( N a t io n a l
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A s s o c ia t i o n  f o r  F o re ig n  S tu d e n t  A f f a i r s ,  1979).

S p a u ld in g  and F la c k  (1 9 7 6 ) found th a t  th e  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  and r c l e  

p l a y e d  by th e  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t  a d v i s o r  i s  v e r y  m ix e d  an d  c o m p le x . 

T h ere  i s  e v id e n c e  show ing  t h a t  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t  a d v is o r s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e  

in  t h e i r  r o l e s ;  a t  th e  sam e t im e , a d v is o r s  and ju n i o r  and com m unity 

c o l l e g e s  r e c e iv e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f c r i t i c i s m .  Even th o u g h , a t  e v e ry  

i n s t i t u t i o n ,  th e r e  a r e  l i m i t a t i o n s  p la c e d  on th e  a d v i s o r s ,  in c lu d in g  

m oney, t im e ,  and s t a f f .

Summary

F rom  r e v i e w i n g  th e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a g e ,  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  l e n g t h  o f  

s t a y  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  and ac ad e m ic  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w ere found to  

be  r e l a t e d  to  th e  a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m s fa c e d  by s tu d e n t s .

Some o f  t h e  p r o b le m s  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  f a c e  w h i l e  s t u d y in g  i n  

A m e r ic a  w h ic h  w e re  b r o u g h t  o u t  i n  t h e  r e v ie w  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  i n ­

c lu d e :  la n g u a g e  p ro b le m s , h o u s in g , f i n a n c i a l  p ro b le m s , g iv in g  o r a l

r e p o r t s ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  c l a s s r o o m  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  t a k i n g  n o t e s  i n  

c k a s s ,  and p re p a r in g  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s .  In  o rd e r  to  h e lp  s tu d e n ts  f a c e  

t h e s e  p r o b le m s ,  p r o p e r  a c a d e m ic  and  p e r s o n a l - s o c i a l  a d v i s i n g  and  

c o u n s e lin g  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  h e lp  th e  s tu d e n t  overcom e su ch  d i f f i c u l ­

t i e s .
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CHAPTER III

METHODOLOGY

D e s c r ib e d  in  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  th e  m ethod u sed  in  t h i s  s tu d y . The 

p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  s tu d y  w as t o  i d e n t i f y  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  

s t u d y i n g  a t  WMU, f a c u l t y  an d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a t  WMU, and  a c a d e m ic  

a d v i s o r s  in  th e  S au d i A ra b ia n  E d u c a t io n a l  M is s io n  in  C hicago  re g a r d ­

in g  th e  a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m s  e n c o u n te re d  by S au d i s tu d e n ts  e n r o l l e d  a t  

WMU a n d  t o  d e t e r m in e  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  S a u d i  

s t u d e n t s  r e g a r d in g  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m s b ase d  on t h e i r  a g e , m a r i ­

t a l  s t a t u s ,  a c ad e m ic  l e v e l ,  and le n g th  o f s ta y  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s .

T h e m e th o d  in v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  c a t e g o r i z e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

( a )  s u b j e c t s ,  ( b )  r e s e a r c h  i n s t r u m e n t ,  ( c )  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n ,  and  ( d )  

d a t a  t r e a tm e n t  and d a ta  a n a l y s i s  p ro c e d u re s .

S u b je c ts

T h e s u b j e c t s  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f o u r  

c a t e g o r i e s :  ( a )  S au d i s tu d e n t s  s tu d y in g  a t  WMU, (b) f a c u l t y  m em bers

who ta u g h t  S aud i s tu d e n t s  a t  WMU, (c ) a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  who d e a l t  w i th  

S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  a t  WMU, a n d  ( d )  a c a d e m ic  a d v i s o r s  fro m  th e  S a u d i  

A r a b ia n  E d u c a t io n a l  M is s io n  in  C h icago .

The s tu d y  in c lu d e d  47 s tu d e n t s ,  22 f a c u l t y  m em bers, 24 a d m in is ­

t r a t o r s ,  an d  8 a c a d e m ic  a d v i s o r s .  S tu d e n t s  w e re  s u r v e y e d  i n  t h e  

su m m e r o f  1985 b a s e d  on  a  l i s t  o f  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  

s e m e s te r  o f  1985 w hich  was p ro v id e d  by th e  O f f ic e  o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
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S tu d e n t S e rv ic e s  a t  WMU.

In  r e g a rd  to  f a c u l t y  m em bers and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  

c o n t a c t e d  a l l  p o s s i b l e  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  and  o b t a i n e d  fro m  th em  th e  

nam es o f  th e  f a c u l t y  m em bers who ta u g h t them  and th e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  

w i th  whom th e y  d e a l t .  The r e s e a r c h e r  a l s o  o b ta in e d  nam es o f f a c u l t y  

and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  who hav e d e a l t  w ith  Saudi s tu d e n ts  from  th e  h ea d s 

o f v a r io u s  d e p a r tm e n ts  and th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e s .  F o l l o w i n g ,  

p e r s o n a l  c o n ta c t s  w e re  made by th e  r e s e a r c h e r  w i th  b o th  g ro u p s .

The r e s e a r c h e r  a l s o  c o n ta c te d  th e  ac ad e m ic  d i r e c t o r  i n  th e  S au d i 

A r a b ia n  E d u c a t i o n a l  M i s s io n  i n  C h ic a g o  an d  m ade a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  

d i s t r i b u t i n g  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  to  th e  ac ad e m ic  a d v i s o r s .

R e se a rc h  In s tru m e n t

T he d a t a  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  w e re  o b t a i n e d  by  m ea n s o f  a q u e s t i o n ­

n a i r e  t h a t  was d e v e lo p e d  by th e  r e s e a r c h e r .  The d e v e lo p m e n t o f  t h i s  

i n s t r u m e n t  w as a r e s u l t  o f  tw o  t a s k s  w h ic h  w e re  d o n e  by  th e  r e ­

s e a r c h e r .  F i r s t ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  r e v ie w e d  t h e  r e l e v a n t  l i t e r a t u r e  

w h e re  h e  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  t h a t  f o r e i g n  

s t u d e n t s  f a c e  w h i l e  s t u d y i n g  i n  A m e r ic a n  s c h o o l s  (S h a r m a , 1 9 7 1 ; 

P a y in d ,  1 9 7 9 ; P o r t e r ,  1 9 6 2 ; Z a in ,  1 9 6 5 ). S e c o n d ly ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  

c o n ta c te d  a l l  p o s s i b le  S au d i s tu d e n ts  s tu d y in g  a t  WMU and d is c u s s e d  

th e  ac ad e m ic  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w h ich  th ey  have  e x p e r ie n c e d . So, th e  i te m s  

o f  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  w e re  th e  outcom e o f th e s e  two t a s k s .

The q u e s t io n n a i r e  c o n s i s t e d  o f tw o s e c t io n s .  The f i r s t  s e c t i o n  

c o n t a in e d  i t e m s  a b o u t  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  s tu d e n t s  f o r  th e  

p u r p o s e  o f  f i n d i n g  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  t h e r e  w as a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  th e
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p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  

b a s e d  on t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  The p e r s o n a l  d a t a  w h ic h  w e re  ob­

t a i n e d  by t h i s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w ere th e  fo l lo w in g :  a g e , m a r i t a l  s t a ­

t u s ,  a c a d e m ic  l e v e l ,  a n d  l e n g t h  o f  s t a y  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  The 

sec o n d  s e c t i o n  was a l i s t  o f  ac ad e m ic  p ro b le m s th a t  S au d i s tu d e n ts  

m ig h t  e n c o u n t e r  w h i l e  s t u d y in g  a t  an A m e r ic a n  s 'h o o l .  The l i s t  

c o n s i s t e d  o f 29 i te m s  (a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m s) t h a t  w ere th e  outcom e of 

r e v ie w in g  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  and th e  o p in io n s  g e n e ra te d  w h i le  d i s c u s s in g  

S a u d i  s t u d e n t s '  p r o b le m s  w i t h  som e o f  t h e  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  a t  WMU 

d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  s e m e s t e r  o f  1 9 8 5 . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s p a c e s  w e re  p r o ­

v id e d  f o r  w r i t i n g  in  p ro b le m s  n o t in c lu d e d  in  th e  l i s t  w h ich  s tu d e n ts  

m ay f e e l  a r e  p r o b le m s  th e y  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  o r  a r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  o r  

w h ich  f a c u l t y  m em bers, a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  o r  ac ad e m ic  a d v is o r s  from  th e  

S a u d i A ra b ia n  E d u c a t io n a l  M is s io n  in  C h icago  f e e l  t h a t  S au d i s tu d e n ts  

f a c e  o r  m ig h t f a c e .  D i r e c t io n s  f o r  re s p o n d e n ts  w ere p ro v id e d  w ith  

t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  T he r e s p o n d e n t s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  th e  

d e g r e e  o f  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h e y  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  o r  a r e  e x p e r i e n c in g  

p r e s e n t l y ,  and th e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  f a c u l ty  m em bers, a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and 

a c a d e m ic  a d v i s o r s  o f  S a u d i  A r a b ia n  E d u c a t io n a l  M is s io n  i n  C h ic a g o  

i n d i c a t e d  th e  d e g re e  o f  d i f f i c u l t i e s  th e y  f e l t  S audi s tu d e n t s  f a c e  o r 

m ig h t  f a c e .  A 5 - p o i n t  s c a l e  w as u s e d :  m a jo r  p r o b le m , m o d e ra te

p ro b le m , l i t t l e  p ro b le m , n o t  a  p ro b le m , and d o n 't  know.

P i l o t  Run o f  th e  I te m s

B e f o r e  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  f i n a l  d r a f t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  i t  i s  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  t a k e  a  s m a l l  g ro u p  an d  h a v e  a p i l o t  r u n  w h e re  t h e
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m em bers a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i th  v a r i a b l e s  and be a b le  to  make v a l i d  ju d g ­

m en ts a b o u t th e  i t e m s  (W ie rsm a , 1980). T h e r e fo r e ,  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  

was a d m in is te r e d  to  a g ro u p  o f S aud i s tu d e n ts  and th e  r e s u l t s  i n d i ­

c a te d  t h a t  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  was c l e a r  and th e r e  w ere  no in a d e q u a te  

i te m s  o r  a m b ig u i t ie s .

D a ta  C o l le c t io n

The q u e s t io n n a i r e s  w ere m a ile d  to  60 Saudi s tu d e n t s  d u r in g  th e  

f i r s t  w e e k  o f  t h e  su m m e r s e s s i o n  o f  1 9 8 5 , a s  w e l l  a s  t o  8 a c a d e m ic  

a d v i s o r s  fro m  th e  S a u d i  A r a b ia n  E d u c a t io n a l  M is s io n  i n  C h ic a g o  

th ro u g h  th e  a c ad e m ic  d i r e c t o r  who d i s t r i b u t e d  q u e s t io n n a i r e s  to  th e  

a c a d e m ic  a d v i s o r s ,  c o l l e c t e d  th e m , an d  r e t u r n e d  th em  to  th e  r e ­

s e a r c h e r .  F o r th e  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  d i s t r i b u t e d  

them by hand to  24 f a c u l t y  m em bers and 27 a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a t  WMU. A ll  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  w ere  ac co m p an ied  w ith  a c o v e r  l e t t e r  w h ich  e x p la in e d  

th e  p u rp o se  o f th e  s tu d y . A nonym ity was a s s u r e d  to  a l l  re s p o n d e n ts  

by a s k i n g  th em  n o t  t o  w r i t e  t h e i r  n am es on th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  and  

a s s u r a n c e  was g iv e n  t h a t  th e  o v e r a l l  r e sp o n se  was im p o r ta n t  and no 

i n d i v id u a l  re s p o n s e s  w ou ld  be s in g le d  o u t. (See A p p e n d ic es  A and B.)

W hen s e n d in g  o r  d e l i v e r i n g  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  a s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  

s tam p ed  r e tu r n  e n v e lo p e  was e n c lo se d  f o r  th e  r e tu r n  o f  th e  co m p le te d  

q u e s t io n n a i r e .  Of th e  119 d i s t r i b u t e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  101 (84.87% ) 

w ere  r e tu r n e d  to  th e  r e s e a r c h e r .  The num ber o f q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  d i s ­

t r i b u t e d  an d  r e t u r n e d  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  g ro u p s  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  

T a b le  6 .
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Table 6

D i s t r i b u t e d  and R e tu rn e d  Q u e s t io n n a i r e s ,  by Group

Group
Number of 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  
d i s t r i b u t e d

Number o f 
q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  

r e tu r n e d
P e rc e n t
re tu r n e d

S tu d e n ts 60 47 78.33

F a c u l ty 24 22 91 .67

A d m in is t r a to r s 27 24 8 8 .89

A cadem ic a d v is o r s 8 8 100 .00

T o ta l s 119 101 84 .87

D a ta  T re a tm e n t and D ata A n a ly s is  P ro c e d u re s

D a ta  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  w e re  t a k e n  by t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  t o  

W e ste rn  M ich ig an  U n iv e r s i ty  A cadem ic C om puter C e n te r ,  w here th e  d a ta  

w e re  k e y ta p e d  and v e r i f i e d .  From th e r e ,  d a ta  w ere e n te r e d  in to  d i s c  

and w e re  a n a ly z e d  u s in g  STATPAK P rogram  on a  D EC system -10.

The s tu d y  in v o lv e d  f i v e  in d e p e n d e n t v a r i a b l e s .  The in d e p e n d e n t

v a r i a b l e  i s  t h e  p re s u m e d  c a u s e  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e ,  and  th e  

d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  i s  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  

( K e r l i n g e r ,  1973). The in d e p e n d e n t v a r ia b l e s  in v o lv e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y  

w e re :

1. Group m em b ersh ip .

2 . Age.

3. M a r i t a l  s t a t u s .

4. A cadem ic l e v e l .
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5. L en g th  o f s t a y  i n  th e  U n ited  S ta t e s .

T h e d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  w e re  t h e  29 i t e m s  on th e  s u r v e y  q u e s ­

t i o n n a i r e  a s  m ea su red  by re s p o n s e  on a 5 - p o in t  s c a le :  g r e a t  p ro b le m ,

m o d e ra te  p ro b le m , l i t t l e  p ro b le m , n o t a p ro b le m , o r d o n 't  know.

B ased  on th e  r e s e a r c h  h y p o th e s e s  w h ich  w ere s t a t e d  in  C h a p te r  I ,  

th e  f o l lo w in g  n u l l  h y p o th e s e s  w ere  f o r m u la te d :

1. T h ere  w i l l  be no d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e en  th e  p e r c e p t io n s  o f  S aud i 

s t u d e n t s  s tu d y in g  a t  WMU and th e  p e r c e p t io n s  o f a l l  f a c u l t y ,  a d m in is ­

t r a t o r s ,  an d  a c a d e m ic  a d v i s o r s  i n  r e g a r d  to  th e  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  

t h a t  S au d i s tu d e n t s  e n c o u n te r  w h i le  s tu d y in g  a t  WMU.

2 . T h e r e  w i l l  be  no  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  S a u d i  

s tu d e n t s  in  r e g a rd  to  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m s  based  on t h e i r  a g e s .

3. T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  S a u d i  

s tu d e n t s  in  r e g a rd  to  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m s  based  on t h e i r  m a r i t a l  

s t a t u s .

4 . T h e r e  w i l l  be no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  S a u d i  

s tu d e n t s  in  re g a rd  to  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m s based  on t h e i r  ac ad e m ic  

l e v e l .

5. T h e r e  w i l l  be no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  S a u d i  

s tu d e n t s  in  r e g a rd  to  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m s  based  on th e  le n g th  o f  

s t a y  i n  th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s .

T he s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  d a t a  u t i l i z e d  f r e q u e n c i e s  an d  

p e r c e n ta g e s ,  m eans, and c h i  s q u a r e s .  F re q u e n c ie s  and p e r c e n ta g e s  o f  

t h e  s tu d e n t s  w e re  u se d  to  a n a ly z e  th e  d em o g ra p h ic  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f 

t h e  s t u d e n t s .  To a n s w e r  t h e  f i r s t  r e s e a r c h  q u e s t i o n ,  on how s t u ­

d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  a n d  a c ad e m ic  a d v is o r s  p e r c e iv e  th e
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a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m s  fa c e d  by S aud i s tu d e n t s ,  th e  c o l l e c t e d  d a ta  w ere 

ta b u l a t e d  and a n a ly z e d  by f re q u e n c y , p e r c e n ta g e s ,  and mean.

To t e s t  th e  f i r s t  h y p o th e s i s ,  w h ich  was d e r iv e d  from  th e  f i r s t  

q u e s t i o n ,  c h i  s q u a r e  w as u se d . Chi s q u a re  ( x 2) i s  u sed  f o r  a n sw e rin g  

q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  d a t a  e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  f r e q u e n c i e s  ( I s a a c  & 

M ic h a e l ,  1981). To t e s t  th e  r e s e a r c h  h y p o th e s e s  t h a t  c o rre sp o n d e d  to  

th e  sec o n d  r e s e a r c h  q u e s t io n ,  c h i  sq u a re  a l s o  was u se d . A s i g n i f i ­

c an ce  l e v e l  o f .05 w as s e t  f o r  r e j e c t i o n  o r  n o n r e je c t io n  o f  th e  n u l l  

h y p o th e s e s .  The f i n d in g s  o f  th e  s tu d y  a r e  d is c u s s e d  in  C h a p te r  IV.

Summary

C h a p te r  I I I  e x p la in e d  th e  m ethod t h a t  was fo l lo w e d  i n  o rd e r  to  

c o n d u c t  t h i s  s t u d y .  T he s t u d y  i n c l u d e d  47 s t u d e n t s ,  22 f a c u l t y  

m em bers, 24 a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and 8 ac ad e m ic  a d v is o r s .  The d ev e lo p m e n t 

o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w a s d e s c r i b e d .  E i g h t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  

d i s t r i b u t e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  w ere  c o m p le te d  and re tu r n e d .  F re q u e n c ie s  

and p e r c e n ta g e s ,  m ean s, and  c h i  sq u a re s  w ere u sed  to  a n a ly z e  th e  d a ta  

in v o lv e d  in  th e  s tu d y .
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CHAPTER IV

FINDINGS

T h is  c h a p te r  p r e s e n t s  th e  f i n d in g s  o f  th e  s tu d y . F in d in g s  a r e  

r e p o r t e d  in  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s  w h ich  a r e  as f o l lo w s :  The f i r s t  s e c t i o n

d e s c r i b e s  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t e r m s  o f  a g e ,  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  a c a d e m ic  

l e v e l ,  and  l e n g t h  o f  s t a y  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  The s e c o n d  s e c t i o n  

r e p o r t s  f i n d in g s  r e g a r d in g  p a r t i c i p a n t s '  p e r c e p t io n s  o f th e  ac ad e m ic  

p r o b l e m s .  F in d i n g s  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  fro m  t e s t i n g  th e  h y p o th e s e s  a r e  

p r e s e n te d  in  th e  t h i r d  s e c t io n .

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f S tu d e n ts

T h e f i r s t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  c a l l e d  f o r  som e p e r s o n a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  w h ich  w e re : a g e ,  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  ac ad e m ic  l e v e l ,

and l e n g th  o f  s ta y  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s .

The t o t a l  num ber o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s  re s p o n d in g  to  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  

w as 1 0 1 , o f  whom 47 w e re  s t u d e n t s .  As i n d i c a t e d  i n  T a b le  7 , 44.68% 

o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e re  b e tw e e n  21 and  26 y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  34.04% w e re  

b e tw e e n  27 a n d  30 y e a r s ,  17.02%  w e re  b e tw e e n  31 and  35 y e a r s ,  2.13% 

w e re  l e s s  th a n  20 y e a r s ,  and 2.13% w ere o v e r  35 y e a r s .

F i f t y - o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e re  m a r r i e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  

b e i n g  s i n g l e  ( s e e  T a b le  8 ) . I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  a c a d e m ic  l e v e l ,  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  (63.83%) w ere u n d e r g ra d u a te s  (s e e  T a b le  9 ). 

T a b le  10 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  38.30% o f  a l l  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h ad  b e e n  i n  t h e
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Table 7

F req u e n cy  and P e rc e n ta g e  o f  S tu d e n ts  A cco rd in g  to  Age

Age Number P e rc e n ta g e

20 y e a r s  o r  l e s s 1 2 .1 3

21-26  y e a r s 21 4 4 .6 8

2 7-30  y e a r s 16 3 4 .0 4

31-35  y e a rs 8 1 7 .0 2

O ver 35 y e a r s 1 2 .1 3

T o ta l 47 1 0 0 .0

T a b le  8

F re q u e n c y  and P e rc e n ta g e  o f  S tu d e n ts  
A c c o rd in g  to  M a r i t a l  S ta tu s

M a r i t a l  s t a t u s Number P e rc e n ta g e

S in g le 23 4 8 .9 4

M a rrie d 24 5 1 .0 6

T o ta l 47 10 0 .0 0
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Table 9

F req u e n cy  and P e rc e n ta g e  o f S tu d e n ts  
A c c o rd in g  to  Academic L ev e l

A cadem ic l e v e l Number P e rc e n ta g e

G ra d u a te 17 3 6 .17

U n d e rg ra d u a te 30 6 3 .8 3

T o ta l 47 100 .00

T ab le  10

F req u e n cy  and  P e rc e n ta g e  o f  S tu d e n ts  A c co rd in g  to  
th e  L e n g th  o f  S ta y  in  th e  U n ited  S ta t e s

L en g th  o f s t a y Number P e rc e n ta g e

4 m onths o r  l e s s 0 0 .0 0

4 -12  m onths 1 2 .1 3

1 -2  y e a r s 11 2 3 .4 0

2-3  y e a r s 18 3 8 .3 0

More th a n  3 y e a r s 17 3 6 .17

T o ta l 47 1 0 0 .00
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U n ite d  S ta t e s  f o r  2 to  3 y e a r s ,  36.17% f o r  more th a n  3 y e a r s ,  and th e  

r e s t  f o r  l e s s  th a n  2 y e a r s .

P a r t i c i p a n t s '  P e r c e p t io n s  o f  Academic P roblem s

T h i s  s e c t i o n  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y  

m em bers, a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and a c a d e m ic  a d v is o r s  in  r e g a rd  to  ac ad e m ic  

p ro b lem s t h a t  S au d i s tu d e n t s  fa c e  w h i le  s tu d y in g  a t  WMU.

To d e s c r ib e  how th e  fo u r  g ro u p s  p e r c e iv e d  th e  ac ad e m ic  p ro b le m s  

t h a t  S au d i s tu d e n ts  e n c o u n te r ,  i te m  a n a ly s i s  was em ployed by u s in g  

th e  d e s c r i p t i v e  s t a t i s t i c a l  p ro c e d u re  (m ean). R esponses to  ea ch  i te m  

by th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n  e a c h  g ro u p  w e re  r e c o r d e d  an d  

t a b u la t e d  in  ra n k  o rd e r  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  m eans. The f r e q u e n c ie s  and 

p e r c e n ta g e s  o f  r e s p o n s e s  o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e g a rd in g  a l l  th e  p ro b le m s 

a r e  p r e s e n te d  in  Append?.a C.

P e r c e p t io n s  o f  S tu d e n ts

As show n  i n  T a b le  1 1 , t h e  m ean r a t i n g s  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  r a n g e d  

f ro m  2 .6 3 8  t o  1 .1 2 7 . T h ro u g h  T a b le  1 1 , th e  m eans f o r  a l l  i t e m s  a r e  

a r ra n g e d  from  th e  g r e a t e s t  mean to  th e  lo w e s t  mean. A c c o rd in g ly , th e  

f o l lo w in g  i te m s  w ere  p e r c e iv e d  by th e  s tu d e n ts  to  be more p r o b le m a tic  

f o r  th e m : g i v i n g  o r a l  r e p o r t s ,  w r i t i n g  te r m  p a p e r s ,  t a k i n g  an d

o rg a n iz in g  n o te s ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  c la ss ro o m  d i s c u s s io n s ,  and com pre­

h e n d in g  l e c tu r e s .  Such i te m s  a s  u n d e r s ta n d in g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e q u i r e ­

m e n ts , g e t t i n g  r e q u ir e d  b ooks, u s in g  m ic ro f i lm , and u s in g  m ic r o f ic h e  

w ere c o n s id e r e d  th e  l e a s t  p ro b le m a t ic  by S aud i s tu d e n ts .
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Table 11

O rd e r o f  I te m s  by Mean R a t in g s  From th e  S tu d e n t s ’ P e r c e p t io n s  

Ite m  No. P roblem  Mean

5 G iv in g  o r a l  r e p o r t  2 .6 3 8

4 W r it in g  term  p a p e rs  2 .4 8 9

11 T ak in g  and o r g a n iz in g  n o te s  2 .3 8 2

9 P a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  c la ss ro o m  d i s c u s s io n s  2 .3 4 0

1 C om prehending l e c t u r e s  2 .3 1 9

29 P ro n o u n c in g  w ords in  E n g lis h  2 .2 9 7

10 C o m p le tin g  e x a m in a tio n s  d u rin g  th e  same tim e
a s  A m erican  s tu d e n t s  2 .2 7 6

27 H aving  to o  many c r e d i t  h o u rs  in  one s e m e s te r  2 .2 1 2

3 C om prehending a s s ig n m e n ts  2 .1 7 0

18 U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e f e r e n c e s  2 .1 0 6

17 U n d e rs ta n d in g  j o u r n a l s  2 .1 0 6

2 C om prehending te x tb o o k  m a te r ia l s  2 .1 0 6

7 W r it in g  e s s a y  ty p e  exams 2 .0 8 5

6 C om peting w ith  A m erican  s tu d e n ts  f o r  h ig h e r
g ra d e s  2 .0 6 3

25 C om m unicating i n  E n g l is h  1 .9 1 4

16 Number o f  e x a m in a tio n s  1 .8 7 2

26 Im p ro v in g  E n g l is h  com petency  1 .8 7 2

8 T ak in g  o b j e c t i v e  t e s t s  1 .851

13 U n d e rs ta n d in g  w o rd in g  on t e s t s  1 .7 8 7

19 L o c a t in g  in f o r m a t io n  in  th e  l i b r a r y  1 .7 4 4

24 M a in ta in in g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  g ra d e s  1 .7 2 3
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i Table 11— Continued

Item  No. P rob lem Mean

14 K eeping a p p o in tm e n ts  and p u n c tu a l i t y  w ith  
i n s t r u c t o r s 1 .6 3 8

28 A dvisem ent and c o u n s e lin g 1 .595

23 U n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  A m erican  e d u c a t io n a l  system 1 .574

12 U n d e rs ta n d in g  i n s t r u c t o r s '  g ra d in g  p ro c e d u re s 1 .5 7 4

20 U sing  m ic r o f ic h e 1 .3 4 0

21 U sing m ic ro f i lm 1 .297

15 G e tt in g  r e q u ir e d  books 1 .2 1 2

22 U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  re q u ir e m e n ts 1 .127

P e r c e p t io n s  o f F a c u l ty  Members

T he m ean r a t i n g  by f a c u l t y  m em b ers  ra n g e d  fro m  2 .1 3 6  to  0 .3 6 3  

( s e e  T a b le  12). A c c o rd in g ly ,  th e  f o l lo w in g  i te m s  w ere  p e r c e iv e d  by 

th e  f a c u l t y  members to  be m ore p r o b le m a t ic  a r e a s  f o r  s tu d e n t s :  p a r ­

t i c i p a t i n g  in  c la s s ro o m  d i s c u s s io n s ,  c o m p le tin g  e x a m in a t io n s  d u r in g  

th e  sam e t im e  sp an  a s  A m eric an  s tu d e n t s ,  w r i t i n g  te rm  p a p e rs ,  commu­

n i c a t i n g  in  E n g l is h ,  and p ro n o u n c in g  w ords i n  E n g l is h .  The f a c u l ty  

m em bers p e r c e iv e d  u s in g  m ic r o f i lm ,  u s in g  m ic r o f ic h e ,  g e t t i n g  re q u ir e d  

b o o k s , and num ber o f e x a m in a t io n s  a s  th e  l e a s t  p ro b le m a tic  f o r  s t u ­

d e n ts  .
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Table 12

Order of Items by Mean Ratings From the
Faculty Members’ Perceptions

Item  No. P roblem  Mean

9 P a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  c la ss ro o m  d is c u s s io n s  2 .1 3 6

10 C o m p le tin g  e x a m in a t io n s  d u r in g  th e  same tim e
sp an  a s  A m erican  s tu d e n t s  2 .0 0 0

4 W r it in g  te rm  p a p e rs  1 .954

23 C om m unicating i n  E n g l is h  1 .8 1 8

29 P ro n o u n c in g  w ords in  E n g l is h  1 .7 7 2

1 C om prehending l e c t u r e s  1 .7 2 7

2 C om prehending te x tb o o k  m a te r ia l s  1 .7 2 7

5 G iv in g  o r a l  r e p o r t s  1 .727

7 W r it in g  e s s a y  ty p e  exams 1 .727

13 U n d e rs ta n d in g  w o rd in g  on t e s t s  1 .6 8 1

3 C om prehending a s s ig n m e n ts  1 .5 9 0

24 M a in ta in in g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  g ra d e s  1 .5 9 0

26 Im p ro v in g  E n g l i s h  com petency 1 .5 9 0

6 C om peting w ith  A m erican  s tu d e n ts  f o r  h ig h e r
g ra d e s  1 .5 4 5

8 T ak in g  o b j e c t i v e  t e s t s  1 .5 4 5

17 U n d e rs ta n d in g  j o u r n a l s  1 .2 7 2

12 U n d e rs ta n d in g  i n s t r u c t o r s '  g ra d in g  p ro c e d u re s  1 .2 7 2

14 K eep ing  app- in tm e n ts  and p u n c tu a l i t y  w ith
i n s t r u c t o r s  1 .2 2 7

23 U n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  A m erican e d u c a t io n a l  sy s te m  1 .1 8 1

18 U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e f e r e n c e s  1 .0 9 0
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Table 12— Continued
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Item  No. P roblem Mean

27 H aving to o  many c r e d i t  h o u rs  in  one s e m e s te r 1 .045

11 T ak in g  and o r g a n iz in g  n o te s 1.000

22 U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  re q u ir e m e n ts 0 .8 1 8

19 L o c a tin g  in f o r m a tio n  in  th e  l i b r a r y 0 .7 7 2

28 A dvisem ent and c o u n s e lin g 0 .7 7 2

16 Number o f  e x a m in a tio n s 0 .5 9 0

15„ G e tt in g  r e q u i r e d  books 0 .5 9 0

20 U sing  m ic ro f ic h e 0 .3 6 3

21 U sing  m ic ro f i lm 0 .3 6 3

P e r c e p t io n s  o f A d m in is t r a to r s

M ean r a t i n g  by a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  r a n g e d  f r o m  1 .7 0 8  t o  0 .6 2 5  ( s e e  

T a b le  1 3 ) . A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s  w e re  p e r c e i v e d  by th e  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  to  be m ore p r o b le m a tic  a r e a s  f o r  s tu d e n t s :  p ro n o u n c­

in g  w ords in  E n g l is h ,  w r i t i n g  te rm  p a p e rs ,  c o m p le t in g  e x a m in a t io n s  

d u r in g  th e  same t im e  sp an  a s  A m erican  s t u d e n t s ,  u n d e r s ta n d in g  w o rd in g  

on t e s t s ,  and w r i t i n g  e s s a y  ty p e  exam s. At th e  sam e t im e , th e  adm in­

i s t r a t o r s  p e r c e iv e d  g e t t i n g  r e q u ir e d  b o o k s , u s in g  m ic r o f ic h e ,  u s in g  

m ic r o f i lm ,  and num ber o f  e x a m in a t io n s  to  be th e  l e a s t  p ro b le m a tic  f o r  

S a u d i  s tu d e n t s .
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Table 13

Order of Items by Mean Ratings From
the Administrators' Perceptions

I te m  No. P ro b lem  Mean

29 P ro n o u n c in g  w ords in  E n g l is h  1 .7 0 8

4 W r it in g  terra  p a p e rs  1 .625

10 C o m p le tin g  e x a m in a t io n s  d u r in g  th e  same tim e
span  a s  A m erican  s tu d e n t s  1 .5 8 3

13 U n d e rs ta n d in g  w o rd in g  on t e s t s  1 .5 8 3

7 W r it in g  e s s a y  ty p e  exams 1 .541

25 C om m unicating in  E n g l i s h  1 .4 5 8

26 Im p ro v in g  E n g l i s h  com petency  1 .4 5 8

1 C om prehending l e c t u r e s  1 .3 3 3

5 G iv in g  o r a l  r e p o r t s  1 .3 3 3

9 P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  c la ss ro o m  d i s c u s s io n s  1 .3 3 3

2 C om prehending te x tb o o k  m a te r ia l s  1 .2 5 0

14 K eep ing  a p p o in tm e n ts  and  p u n c tu a l i t y  w i th
i n s t r u c t o r s  1 .2 0 8

3 C om prehending a s s ig n m e n ts  1 .1 6 6

11 T ak in g  and o r g a n iz in g  n o te s  1 .1 6 6

18 U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e f e r e n c e s  1 .1 6 6

22 U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  re q u ir e m e n ts  1 .1 6 6

23 U n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  A m erican  sy stem  1 .1 6 6

6 C om peting w ith  A m erican  s tu d e n ts  f o r  h ig h e r
g ra d e s  1 .1 2 5

17 U n d e rs ta n d in g  jo u r n a l s  1 .1 2 5

12 U n d e rs ta n d in g  i n s t r u c t o r s '  g ra d in g  p ro c e d u re s  1 .0 8 3

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



64

Table 13— Continued

Item  No. P roblem Mean

24 M a in ta in in g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  g ra d e s 1.041

28 A dvisem ent and c o u n s e lin g 1.041

19 L o c a tin g  in fo rm a tio n  in  th e  l i b r a r y 0 .9 5 8

27 H aving  to o  many c r e d i t  h o u rs  in  one s e m e s te r 0 .9 1 6

8 T ak in g  o b j e c t i v e  t e s t s 0 .8 7 5

16 Number o f  e x a m in a tio n s 0 .7 5 0

21 U sing  m ic ro f i lm 0 .7 5 0

20 U sing  m ic ro f ic h e 0 .6 6 6

15 G e tt in g  r e q u ir e d  books 0 .6 2 5

P e r c e p t io n s  o f  A cadem ic A d v is o rs

A cadem ic a d v i s o r s  had  mean r a t i n g s  ra n g in g  from  3.375 to  1.500 

( s e e  T a b le  14). A c c o rd in g ly , th e  fo l lo w in g  i te m s  w ere  p e r c e iv e d  by 

t h e  a c a d e m ic  a d v i s o r s  t o  b e  m o re  p r o b l e m a t i c  a r e a s  f o r  s t u d e n t s :  

c o m p r e h e n d in g  l e c t u r e s ,  w r i t i n g  e s s a y  ty p e  e x a m s , w r i t i n g  te r m  

p a p e r s ,  c o m p e t in g  w i t h  A m e r ic a n  s t u d e n t s  f o r  h i g h e r  g r a d e s ,  and  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  c la s s ro o m  d is c u s s io n s .  A cadem ic a d v is o r s  p e r c e iv e d  

t h a t  th e  l e a s t  p r o b le m a tic  a r e a s  f o r  s tu d e n t s  w ere  u s in g  m ic r o f i lm ,  

u s in g  m ic r o f ic h e ,  u n d e r s ta n d in g  w o rd in g  in  t e s t s ,  and h a v in g  to o  many 

c r e d i t  h o u rs  i n  one s e m e s te r .
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Table 14

Order of Items by Mean Ratings From the
Academic Advisors' Perceptions

Ite m  No. P rob lem  Mean

1 C om prehending l e c tu r e s  3 .3 7 5

7 W r it in g  e s sa y  ty p e  exams 3 .375

4 W r it in g  term  p a p e rs  3 .2 5 0

6 C om peting w ith  A m erican  s tu d e n t s  f o r  h ig h e r
g ra d e s  3 .2 5 0

9 P a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  c la ss ro o m  d i s c u s s io n s  3 .2 5 0

2 C om prehending te x tb o o k  m a t e r i a l s  3 .1 2 5

29 P ro n o u n c in g  w ords i n  E n g l i s h  3 .1 2 5

5 G iv in g  o r a l  r e p o r t s  3 .0 0 0

3 C om prehending a s s ig n m e n ts  2 .7 5 0

8 T ak in g  o b je c t iv e  t e s t s  2 .7 5 0

10 C om ple ting  e x a m in a tio n s  d u r in g  th e  same tim e
span  a s  A m erican s tu d e n t s  2 .6 2 5

11 T ak in g  and o rg a n iz in g  n o te s  2 .6 2 5

14 K eeping  a p p o in tm e n ts  and p u n c t u a l i t y  w ith
in s t r u c t o r s  2 .6 2 5

18 U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e f e r e n c e s  2 .6 2 5

26 Im prov ing  E n g l is h  com petency  2 .6 2 5

13 U n d e rs ta n d in g  w ord in g  on t e s t s  2 .5 0 0

17 U n d e rs ta n d in g  j o u r n a l s  2 .3 7 5

19 L o c a tin g  in fo rm a tio n  in  th e  l i b r a r y  2 .3 7 5

24 M a in ta in in g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  g ra d e s  2 .3 7 5

22 U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  re q u ir e m e n ts  2 .0 0 0
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I te m  No. P roblem Mean

25 C om m unicating in  E n g l is h 1 .875

23 U n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  A m erican e d u c a t io n a l  sy stem 1.875

28 A dvisem ent and c o u n s e lin g 1 .875

16 Number o f e x a m in a tio n s 1 .750

15 G e tt in g  r e q u i r e d  books 1 .7 5 0

27 H aving  to o  many c r e d i t  h o u rs  in  one s e m e s te r 1 .625

13 U n d e rs ta n d in g  w o rd in g  on t e s t s 1 .5 0 0

2 0 U sing  m ic r o f ic h e 1 .500

2 1 U sing  m ic ro f i lm 1 .5 0 0

T e s ts  o f  th e  H y p o th ese s

T h i s  s e c t i o n  p r e s e n t s  t h e  f i n d i n g s  r e s u l t i n g  fro m  t e s t i n g  th e  

h y p o t h e s e s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  t e s t  t h e  h y p o t h e s e s ,  c h i  s q u a r e  (X2) w as 

u se d . A s i g n i f i c a n c e  l e v e l  o f .05 was s e t  f o r  r e j e c t i o n  o r n o n re je c ­

t i o n  o f  th e  n u l l  h y p o th e s e s .  When c a l c u l a t i n g  c h i s q u a r e s ,  c a te g o ­

r i e s  w e re  c o m b in e d . N u l l  h y p o th e s e s  w e re  t e s t e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  e a c h  

s i n g l e  p ro b le m .

H y p o th e s is  1

H y p o th e s is  1 : T h e re  w i l l  be no d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e en  th e  p e rc e p ­

t i o n s  o f  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y in g  a t  WMU an d  th e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  a l l  

f a c u l t y ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  an d  a c a d e m ic  a d v i s o r s  i n  r e g a r d  to  t h e
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a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  t h a t  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  e n c o u n t e r  w h i l e  s t u d y in g  a t  

WMU.

To t e s t  t h i s  h y p o th e s i s ,  c h i  s q u a re  s t a t i s t i c s  w ere u se d . Rows 

and co lu m n s w ere com bined ; "m a jo r prob lem " was com bined w ith  "m oder­

a t e  p ro b le m ,"  and " l i t t l e  p ro b lem " was com bined  w ith  "n o t a p rob lem ."  

A lso , f a c u l t y ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and ac ad e m ic  a d v is o r s  c a t e g o r i e s  w ere 

com bined  to g e th e r  to  make one c a te g o ry  e n t i t l e d  r e l a t e d  p r o f e s s io n ­

a l s  .

T w e n ty - n in e  c h i  s q u a r e s  w e re  c a l c u l a t e d  in  o r d e r  t o  t e s t  t h i s  

h y p o t h e s i s  i n  t e r m s  o f  a l l  t h e  i t e m s  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  The 

sum m ary o f  c h i  s q u a r e s  by g ro u p  m em bersh ip  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  T ab le  

15, w h ich  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  g ro u p  m em bersh ip  showed s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r ­

e n c e s  i n  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  b e tw e e n  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n  r e g a r d  to  th e  a c a ­

dem ic  p ro b le m s t h a t  S au d i s tu d e n t s  e n c o u n te r  w h i le  s tu d y in g  a t  WMU. 

Chi s q u a r e s  f o r  a l l  p ro b le m s  (a s  i n d i c a t e d  in  T ab le  15) w ere s i g n i f i ­

c a n t ,  w h ich  m eans t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  p e r c e p t io n s  betw een  

s tu d e n t s  and r e l a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  in  r e g a rd  to  th e  ac ad e m ic  p ro b lem s 

t h a t  S au d i s tu d e n t s  e n c o u n te r  w h i le  s tu d y in g  a t  WMU.

I n s p e c t io n  o f  th e  d a t a  r e v e a le d  t h a t  s tu d e n ts  seldom  m arked th a t  

t h e y  d i d n ’ t  know ; w h i l e  g e n e r a l l y ,  r e l a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  s a i d  th e y  

d i d n ' t  know. F u r th e r ,  s t u d e n t s  w ere m ore l i k e l y  to  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  th e  

i t e m s  w ere  l e s s  p r o b le m a t ic  f o r  them .

T he r e a s o n  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a n s w e r in g  " d o n 't  know " c o u ld  be 

b e c a u s e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a r e  n o t  i n v o lv e d  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  v e r y  o f t e n .  

From o r d e r in g  th e  i t e m s  by mean r a t i n g s  (T a b le  13), i t  can  be n o t ic e d  

t h a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  m ean w a s g iv e n  to  p ro n o u n c in g  w o rd s  i n  E n g l i s h ,
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Summary of Chi Squares by Group Membership
and Academic Problems

D egrees o f S ig n i f i -  
freedom  cance

1 . C om prehending  l e c tu r e s  3 2 .1 4 0

2 . C om prehending  te x tb o o k
m a t e r i a l s  3 2 .6 2 9

3 . C om prehending  a s s ig n m e n ts  3 1 .7 1 5

4 . W r it in g  term  p a p e rs  2 8 .3 6 6

5 . G iv in g  o r a l  r e p o r t s  3 5 .2 7 6

6 . C om peting  w ith  A m erican
s tu d e n t s  f o r  h ig h e r  g ra d e s  2 2 .4 9 6

7 . W r it in g  e s s a y  ty p e  exams 5 0 .9 4 8

8 . T a k in g  o b j e c t i v e  t e s t s  3 2 .8 3 5

9 . P a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  c l a s s ­
room d is c u s s io n s  3 4 .0 7 7

10 . C o m p le tin g  e x a m in a tio n s  
d u r in g  th e  same tim e  sp an  
a s  A m erican  s tu d e n ts

1 1 . T ak in g  and  o rg a n iz in g  n o te s

1 2 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  i n s t r u c t o r s ’ 
g ra d in g  p ro c e d u re s

13 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  w o rd in g  on 
t e s t s

3 3 .3 0 1

3 6 .8 4 9

15.

16.

K eep ing  a p p o in tm e n ts  and 
p u n c t u a l i t y  w ith
i n s t r u c t o r s  3 0 .0 8 8

G e t t in g  r e q u ir e d  books 2 9 .1 5 4

Number o f  e x a m in a tio n s  2 3 .6 1 6

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



69

Table 15— Continued

P roblem X2

D egrees o f  
freedom

S i g n i f i ­
ca n ce

17. U n d e rs ta n d in g  jo u r n a l s 30 .911 2 *

18. U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e f e r e n c e s 38 .347 2 *

19. L o c a t in g  in fo rm a tio n  in  
th e  l i b r a r y 31 .024 2 *

2 0 . U sin g  m ic ro f ic h e 15 .102 2 *

2 1 . U sin g  m ic ro f ilm 10 .715 2 *

2 2 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
re q u ir e m e n ts 32 .0 5 4 2 *

2 3 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  A m erican  
e d u c a t io n a l  system 33 .2 4 6 2 *

2 4 . M a in ta in in g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
g ra d e s 2 2 .663 2 *

25. Com m unicating i n  E n g l is h 26 .587 2 *

26. Im p ro v in g  E n g lis h  
com petency 22 .8 8 0 2 *

27 . H av ing  to o  many c r e d i t  
h o u rs  in  one s e m e s te r 32 .8 4 3 2 *

2 8 . A dv isem en t and c o u n s e lin g 22 .3 4 3 2 *

2 9 . P ro n o u n c in g  w ords in  
E n g l i s h 17 .238 2 *

N o te . * = s i g n i f i c a n c e .
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w h ich  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a r e  a b le  to  n o t i c e  w h i le  s p e a k in g  w ith  s tu d e n ts .  

In  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  f a c u l t y  m em bers who have ta u g h t  S au d i s tu d e n ts  and 

m a rk e d  d o n 't  kn o w , t h a t  c o u ld  be b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e re  u n s u r e  o f  t h e  

s t u d e n t ' s  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  an d  th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was d e s ig n e d  s p e c i f i ­

c a l l y  f o r  Saudi s tu d e n t s .

Hypothesis 2

H y p o th e s is  2 : T h ere  w i l l  be no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  th e  p e r c e p t io n s  o f

t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  b a s e d  on t h e i r  

a g e s .

T h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  a l s o  w as t e s t e d  u s i n g  c h i  s q u a r e s .  The c a t e ­

g o r i e s  m a jo r  p r o b le m  a n d  m o d e r a te  p ro b le m  w e re  c o m b in e d  an d  t h e  

c a te g o r y  l i t t l e  p ro b lem  was com bined w i th  n o t a p ro b lem . A lso , th e  

c a t e g o r y  2 0  y e a r s  o r  l e s s  w as c o m b in e d  w i t h  2 1 -2 6  y e a r s ,  an d  th e  

c a t e g o r y  3 1 -3 5  y e a r s  w as c o m b in e d  w i t h  o v e r  35 y e a r s .  C h i s q u a r e s  

w ere  c a l c u l a t e d  f o r  th e  29 i te m s . T ab le  16 d e m o n s tra te s  t h a t  age had 

no  e f f e c t  on th e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  r e g a r d  to  t h e i r  

a c a d e m ic  p ro b lem s.

H y p o th e s is  3

H y p o th e s is  3 : T h ere  w i l l  be no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  th e  p e r c e p t io n s  o f

S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  i n  r e g a r d  to  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  b a s e d  on t h e i r  

m a r i t a l  s t a t u s .

T h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  w a s t e s t e d  u s i n g  c h i  s q u a r e s .  T he c a t e g o r i e s  

m a jo r  p ro b lem  and m o d e ra te  p ro b lem  w ere  com bined , and th e  c a te g o ry  

l i t t l e  p ro b lem  was com bined  w i th  n o t a p ro b le m . I n  c a l c u l a t i n g  c h i
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Summary of Chi Squares by Age of Students
and Academic Problems

D egrees o f S i g n i f i -  
X2 freedom  cance

1. Com prehending l e c tu r e s  0 .562

2 . C om prehending te x tb o o k
m a te r ia l s  A .413

3 . Com prehending a s s ig n m e n ts  1 .813

4 . W r it in g  term  p a p e rs  1 .8 2 9

5 . G iv in g  o r a l  r e p o r t s  2 .161

6 . Com peting w ith  A m erican
s tu d e n ts  f o r  h ig h e r  g ra d e s  3 .2 9 6

7 . W r it in g  e s s a y  ty p e  exams 2 .3 2 9

8 . T ak in g  o b je c t iv e  t e s t s  3 .4 5 1

9 . P a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  c l a s s ­
room d is c u s s io n s  4 .1 7 9

10. C om ple ting  e x a m in a tio n s  
d u r in g  th e  same tim e  span
a s  A m erican s tu d e n t s  3 .1 2 7

11. T ak in g  and o rg a n iz in g  n o te s  2 .361

12 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  i n s t r u c t o r s '
g ra d in g  p ro c e d u re s  0 .9 9 0

13. U n d e rs ta n d in g  w o rd in g  on
t e s t s  6 .9 4 6

14. K eep ing  a p p o in tm e n ts  and 
p u n c tu a l i t y  w ith
i n s t r u c t o r s  1 . 2 1 1

15 . G e tt in g  re q u ir e d  books 1 .7 5 3

16 . Number o f  e x a m in a tio n s  2 .6 4 2

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS
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P rob lem X2
D egrees o f 

freedom
S i g n i f i ­

c an ce

17. U n d e rs ta n d in g  jo u r n a l s 1 .622 4 NS

18. U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e f e r e n c e s 2 .1 2 6 2 NS

19. L o c a t in g  in fo rm a tio n  in  
t h e  l i b r a r y 2 .6 5 8 4 NS

2 0 . U sin g  m ic ro f ic h e 8 .1 5 2 4 NS

2 1 . U sin g  m ic ro f ilm 6 .3 6 9 4 NS

2 2 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
r e q u ir e m e n ts 1 .1 6 1 2 NS

23. U n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  A m erican  
e d u c a t io n a l  sy stem 1 .4 5 3 4 NS

24. M a in ta in in g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
g ra d e s 0 .5 8 - 4 NS

25. C om m unicating  in  E n g l i s h 5 .0 3 2 2 NS

26. Im p ro v in g  E n g l is h  
com petency 0 .6 8 7 4 NS

27. H av ing  to o  many c r e d i t  
h o u rs  in  one s e m e s te r 1 .7 9 5 4 NS

28 . A dv isem en t and c o u n s e lin g 4 .0 5 0 4 NS

29. P ro n o u n c in g  w ords i n  
E n g l i s h 1 .4 1 9 2 NS

N o te . NS = n o t s i g n i f i c a n t .
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s q u a r e s  f o r  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s ,  t h e  c o r r e c t e d  c h i  s q u a r e s  w e re  u s e d ,  

b e c a u se  o f one d e g re e  o f fre e d o m , f o r  th e  fo l lo w in g  i te m s :  1, 3, 5,

7 , 1 1 , 1 2 , 1 4 , 1 5 , 1 8 , 2 2 , 2 5 , and  29.

By lo o k in g  a t  T a b le  17, i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  showed a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  a t  t h e  .05 l e v e l  b e tw e e n  m a r r i e d  an d  s i n g l e  

s tu d e n t s  in  r e g a rd  to  th e  fo l lo w in g  i t e m s :  c o m p le tin g  e x a m in a tio n s

d u r i n g  th e  sam e t im e  sp a n  a s  A m e r ic a n  s t u d e n t s  an d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

w o r d in g  on t e s t s .  I n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d a t a  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  m a r r i e d  

s tu d e n t s  p e r c e iv e d  th e  p ro b lem  o f c o m p le t in g  e x a m in a tio n s  d u r in g  th e  

sam e t im e  sp an  a s  A m erican  s tu d e n t s  and th e  p ro b lem  o f u n d e r s ta n d in g  

w o rd in g  on t e s t s  to  be m ore p ro b le m a tic .

So, th e  r e s e a r c h  h y p o th e s is  was n o t s u p p o r te d  e x c e p t i n  te rm s  o f  

th e  p re v io u s  tw o i te m s . Summary o f c h i  s q u a r e s  by m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  and 

p ro b le m s  a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  T a b le  17.

H y p o th e s is  4

H y p o th e s is  h: T h ere  w i l l  be no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  th e  p e r c e p t io n s  o f

S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  b a s e d  on t h e i r  

a c a d e m ic  l e v e l .

Chi s q u a r e s  w ere  u se d  to  t e s t  t h i s  h y p o th e s i s .  The c a t e g o r i e s  

m a jo r  p ro b lem  and m o d e ra te  p ro b lem  w e re  com bined , and th e  c a te g o ry  

l i t t l e  p ro b lem  was com bined  w ith  n o t  a p ro b lem . In  c a l c u l a t i n g  c h i  

s q u a r e s  f o r  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s ,  t h e  c o r r e c t e d  c h i  s q u a r e s  w e re  u s e d ,  

b e c a u s e  o f one d e g re e  o f fre e d o m , f o r  th e  f o l lo w in g  i te m s :  1, 3, 5,

7 , 1 1 , 1 2 , 1 4 , 1 5 , 18 , 2 2 , 2 5 , an d  2 9 .
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Summary of Chi Squares by Marital Status of Students
and Academic Problems

D egrees o f  S i g n i f i -  
freedom  cance

1. Com prehending l e c tu r e s  0 .171

2 . Com prehending te x tb o o k
m a t e r ia l s  1 .0 7 8

3 . Com prehending a s s ig n m e n ts  1 .2 2 0

4 . W r it in g  term  p a p e rs  2 .0 1 9

5. G iv in g  o r a l  r e p o r t s  1 .716

6 . C om peting w ith  A m erican
s tu d e n ts  f o r  h ig h e r  g ra d e s  2 .4 4 0

7. W r it in g  e s sa y  ty p e  exams 0 .2 4 7

8 . T ak in g  o b je c t iv e  t e s t s  1 .8 2 6

9 . P a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  c l a s s ­
room d i s c u s s io n s  3 .221

10. C om ple ting  e x a m in a tio n s  
d u r in g  th e  same tim e  sp an
a s  A m erican s tu d e n t s  7 .0 5 9

1 1 . T ak in g  and o r g a n iz in g  n o te s  3 .647

12 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  i n s t r u c t o r s '
g ra d in g  p ro c e d u re s  1 .576

13. U n d e rs ta n d in g  w o rd in g  on
t e s t s  9 .2 0 5

14. K eeping  a p p o in tm e n ts  and 
p u n c tu a l i t y  w i th
i n s t r u c t o r s  1 .5 7 6

15. G e tt in g  re q u ir e d  books 0 .4 7 8

16. Number o f  e x a m in a tio n s  4 .1 0 3

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS
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Problem X2
D e g ree s  o f 

freedom
S i g n i f i ­

c an ce

17. U n d e rs ta n d in g  j o u r n a l s 5 .5 5 3 2 NS

18. U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e f e r e n c e s 1 .3 2 7 1 NS

19. L o c a t in g  in fo rm a tio n  in  
th e  l i b r a r y 2 .6 9 1 2 NS

2 0 . U sin g  m ic ro f ic h e 1 .3 9 9 2 NS

2 1 . U sin g  m ic ro f i lm 1 .2 7 2 2 NS

2 2 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
re q u ir e m e n ts 0 .4 6 2 1 NS

2 3 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  A m erican 
e d u c a t io n a l  sy s te m 2 .4 9 6 2 NS

24 . M a in ta in in g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
g ra d e s 3 .8 0 5 2 NS

2 5 . C om m unicating  i n  E n g l is h 0 .3 7 0 1 NS

26 . Im p ro v in g  E n g l is h  
com petency 2 .6 7 2 2 NS

27. H av ing  to o  many c r e d i t  
h o u rs  i n  one s e m e s te r 1 .6 1 1 2 NS

2 8 . A dv isem en t and c o u n s e lin g 1 .464 2 NS

2 9 . P ro n o u n c in g  w ords i n  
E n g l i s h 1 . 2 2 0 1 NS

N o te * = s i g n i f i c a n c e ;  NS = n o t s i g n i f i c a n t .
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A c a d e m ic  l e v e l  d i d n ' t  show  a s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  

g r a d u a te  and u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d e n t s  in  r e g a r d  to  a l l  29 o f th e  i t e m s . 

T h is  le a d s  to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  a c ad e m ic  l e v e l  has no e f f e c t  on th e  

p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y in g  a t  WMU i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e i r  

a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s .  Sum m ary  o f  c h i  s q u a r e s  by a c a d e m ic  l e v e l  a n d  

p ro b le m s  a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  T a b le  18.

H y p o th e s is  5

H y p o th e s is  5 : T h ere  w i l l  be no d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  p e r c e p t io n s  o f

S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  b a s e d  on th e  

l e n g th  o f  s ta y  i n  th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s .

The c a t e g o r i e s  m a jo r  p ro b lem  and m o d e ra te  p ro b lem  w ere  com bined , 

and  th e  c a te g o ry  l i t t l e  p ro b lem  was com bined  w ith  n o t a  p ro b lem . On 

t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  4 m o n th s  o r  l e s s  w as c o m b in e d  w i t h  

t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  4 -1 2  m o n th s ,  a n d  b o th  t h e n  w e re  c o m b in e d  w i t h  t h e  

c a t e g o r y  1 y e a r  to  2 y e a r s .  C h i s q u a r e s  w e re  u s e d  t o  t e s t  t h i s  

h y p o t h e s i s .  C h i s q u a r e s  w e re  c a l c u l a t e d  f o r  t h e  29 i t e m s  on t h e  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

L en g th  o f  s t a y  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s  show ed a s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r ­

en c e  among s tu d e n ts  i n  r e g a rd  to  th e  f o l lo w in g  i te m s :  w r i t i n g  e s s a y

t y p e  e x a m s , t a k i n g  an d  o r g a n i z i n g  n o t e s ,  k e e p in g  a p p o in tm e n t s  an d  

p u n c t u a l i t y  w i th  i n s t r u c t o r s ,  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  A m erican  e d u c a t io n a l  

s y s t e m ,  and  h a v in g  to o  m any c r e d i t  h o u r s  i n  one s e m e s t e r .  On t h e  

o th e r  h and , th e  l e n g th  o f  s t a y  d id  n o t  show any s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r ­

en c e  on a l l  th e  o th e r  i t e m s  w h ich  ca n  be se e n  in  T ab le  19. S tu d e n ts  

who s p e n t  l e s s  t im e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p e r c e i v e d  t h e s e  f i v e
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Summary of Chi Squares by Academic Level of Students
and Academic Problems

D eg rees  o f  S ig n i f i -  
X2 freedom  cance

1 . C om prehending l e c t u r e s  0 .447

2 . C om prehending te x tb o o k
m a t e r ia l s  2 .0 6 5

3 . C om prehending a s s ig n m e n ts  0 .491

4 . W r it in g  term  p a p e rs  1 .2 6 0

5 . G iv in g  o r a l  r e p o r t s  1 .220

6 . C om peting  w ith  A m erican
s tu d e n t s  f o r  h ig h e r  g ra d e s  2 .4 3 1

7 . W r it in g  e s s a y  ty p e  exams 1 .085

8 . T ak in g  o b j e c t i v e  t e s t s  2 .5 1 6

9 . P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  c l a s s ­
room d i s c u s s io n s  0 .5 7 9

10. C o m p le tin g  e x a m in a tio n s  
d u r in g  th e  same tim e  sp an
a s  A m erican  s tu d e n t s  2 .0 9 8

11 . T ak in g  and o r g a n iz in g  n o te s  0 .7 7 4

1 2 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  i n s t r u c t o r s '
g ra d in g  p ro c e d u re s  0 .9 0 0

1 3 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  w o rd in g  on
t e s t s  0 .1 9 7

1 4 . K eep ing  a p p o in tm e n ts  and 
p u n c t u a l i t y  w i th
i n s t r u c t o r s  0 .9 0 0

15. G e tt in g  r e q u ir e d  books 1 .364

16. Number o f  e x a m in a t io n s  2 .4 8 6

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS
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Table 18— Continued

P roblem X2
D egrees  o f  

freedom
S i g n i f i ­

cance

17. U n d e rs ta n d in g  jo u r n a l s 0 .6 1 1 2 NS

18. U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e f e r e n c e s 0 .2 3 5 1 NS

19. L o c a t in g  in fo rm a tio n  in  
th e  l i b r a r y 0 .6 3 0 2 NS

2 0 . U sing  m ic ro f ic h e 0 .3 5 1 2 NS

2 1 . U sin g  m ic ro f ilm 0 .4 3 5 2 NS

2 2 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
re q u ir e m e n ts 0 .8 4 6 1 NS

2 3 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  A m erican  
e d u c a t io n a l  sy s tem 0 .8 3 0 2 NS

24. M a in ta in in g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
g ra d e s 1 .8 1 6 2 NS

2 5 . C om m unicating i n  E n g l is h 0 .1 3 9 1 NS

26. Im p ro v in g  E n g l is h  
com petency 1 .1 8 7 2 NS

27 . H av ing  to o  many c r e d i t  
h o u rs  in  one s e m e s te r 3 .3 5 0 2 NS

28. A dv isem en t and c o u n s e lin g 1 .402 2 NS

2 9 . P ro n o u n c in g  w ords in  
E n g l is h 0 .7 2 8 1 NS

N o te . NS = n o t s i g n i f i c a n t .
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Summary of Chi Squares by Length of Stay of Students
and Academic Problems

D egrees o f  S i g n i f i -  
freedom  cance

1. C om prehending l e c t u r e s  1 .511

2 . C om prehending te x tb o o k
m a t e r ia l s  4 .0 2 9

3 . C om prehending  a s s ig n m e n ts  1 .3 9 3

4 . W r it in g  te rm  p a p e rs  6 .9 1 6

5 . G iv in g  o r a l  r e p o r t s  1 .8 4 2

6 . C om peting w i th  A m erican
s tu d e n t s  f o r  h ig h e r  g ra d e s  7 .2 5 5

7 . W r it in g  e s s a y  ty p e  exams 7 .4 7 2

8 . T ak in g  o b j e c t i v e  t e s t s  5 .0 2 8

9 . P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  c l a s s ­
room d i s c u s s io n s  6 .1 5 6

NS

NS

NS

10. C o m p le tin g  e x a m in a t io n s  
d u r in g  th e  same t im e  sp an
a s  A m erican  s t u d e n t s  3 .2 6 5

11. T ak in g  and  o r g a n iz in g  n o te s  7 .6 0 4

12. U n d e rs ta n d in g  i n s t r u c t o r s '
g ra d in g  p ro c e d u re s  2 .4 6 8

13. U n d e rs ta n d in g  w o rd in g  on
t e s t s  6 .3 1 2

14. K eep ing  a p p o in tm e n ts  and 
p u n c t u a l i t y  w i th
i n s t r u c t o r s  7 .2 0 7

15. G e tt in g  r e q u i r e d  b ooks 0 .7 1 8

16. Number o f  e x a m in a t io n s  8 .1 0 4

NS

NS
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P rob lem X2
D eg rees  o f 

freedom
S ig n i f i ­

cance

17. U n d e rs ta n d in g  j o u r n a l s 6 .4 2 6 4 NS

18. U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e f e r e n c e s 5 .3 8 5 2 NS

19. L o c a t in g  in f o r m a tio n  in  
th e  l i b r a r y 7 .6 7 9 4 NS

2 0 . U sing  m ic ro f ic h e 5 .8 4 9 4 NS

2 1 . U sin g  m ic ro f ilm 5 .2 5 8 4 NS

2 2 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
re q u ir e m e n ts 1 .6 4 6 2 NS

23. U n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  A m erican 
e d u c a t io n a l  sy s tem 17 .3 6 9 4 *

24 . M a in ta in in g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
g ra d e s 6 .2 5 9 4 NS

2 5 . C om m unicating  i n  E n g lis h 3 .5 3 1 2 NS

2 6 . Im p ro v in g  E n g l is h  
com petency 7 .0 7 6 4 NS

2 7 . H av ing  to o  many c r e d i t  
h o u rs  in  one s e m e s te r 1 0 .5 0 2 4 *

28. A dv isem en t and c o u n s e lin g 6 .7 4 4 4 NS

29. P ro n o u n c in g  w ords in  
E n g l i s h 1 .4 6 3 2 NS

N o te . * = s i g n i f i c a n c e ;  NS = n o t s i g n i f i c a n t .
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p r e v i o u s l y  l i s t e d  i t e m s  to  be m o re  p r o b l e m a t i c  ch a n  d id  t h e  o t h e r  

s tu d e n t s  who s ta y e d  lo n g e r .

T he r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e s e  p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t io n e d  

p ro b le m s  c o u ld  be due to  th e  s tu d e n t s  who s ta y e d  lo n g e r  in  th e  U n ited  

S ta t e s  a c q u i r in g  more p r o f ic i e n c y  in  E n g l is h  th a n  th o s e  who s ta y e d  

l e s s  t i m e ,  w h ic h  may a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  

ta k in g  and o rg a n iz in g  n o te s ,  w r i t i n g  e s s a y  ty p e  exam s, and h a v in g  to o  

many c r e d i t  h o u rs  i n  one s e m e s te r .
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CHAPTER V

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Summary

T h is  s tu d y  exam ined  th e  ac ad e m ic  p ro b le m s  t h a t  S au d i s tu d e n ts  

s tu d y in g  a t  WMU e n c o u n te r .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  th e  s tu d y  was d e s ig n e d  to  

a n s w e r  th e  f o l lo w in g  q u e s t io n s :  (1 ) How do S au d i s tu d e n t s  s tu d y in g

a t  WMU, f a c u l t y  m em bers who ta u g h t  S aud i s tu d e n t s  a t  WMU, a d m in i s t r a ­

t o r s  who d e a l t  w i th  S au d i s tu d e n t s  a t  WMU, and ac ad e m ic  a d v is o r s  in  

t h e  C h ic a g o  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  S a u d i  A r a b ia n  E d u c a t io n a l  M is s io n  in  t h e  

U.S. p e r c e i v e  t h e  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  t h a t  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  f a c e  w h i l e  

s t u d y i n g  a t  WMU? (2 )  I s  t h e r e  a d i f f e r e n c e  i . i  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  

S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  b a s e d  on : 

(a )  s t u d e n t s 1 a g e ,  (b )  s t u d e n t s '  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  ( c )  s t u d e n t s '  a c a ­

dem ic  l e v e l ,  and (d) l e n g th  o f  s t a y  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s ?

A r e v ie w  o f  t h e  r e l e v a n t  l i t e r a t u r e  w as c o n d u c te d  by  th e  r e ­

s e a r c h e r .  The fo l lo w in g  a r e a s  w ere c o v e re d  by t h i s  re v ie w :

1. E d u c a tio n  in  S au d i A ra b ia . The e d u c a t io n a l  sy s te m  and S aud i 

s tu d e n t s  ab ro a d  w e re  d i s c u s s e d .

2. S tu d ie s  r e l a t e d  to  a c ad e m ic  p ro b le m s  o f  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts .

3. S tu d ie s  r e l a t e d  to  p e r s o n a l - s o c i a l  p ro b lem s o f f o r e ig n  s t u ­

d e n ts  .

4. S tu d ie s  r e l a t e d  to  a d v is in g  and  c o u n s e lin g  o f  f o r e ig n  s t u ­

d e n ts  .

82
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R esp o n d en ts  to  t h i s  s tu d y  in c lu d e d  47 S audi s tu d e n ts  a t  WMU, 22 

f a c u l t y  m em bers from  WMU, 24 a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  from  WMU, and 8  academ ic  

a d v i s o r s  fro m  th e  C h ic a g o  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  S a u d i A r a b ia n  E d u c a t io n a l  

M i s s io n  in  t h e  U.S. P r o c e d u r e s  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  th e  s u b j e c t s  w e re  

d i s c u s s e d .

T he d a t a  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  w e re  o b t a i n e d  by r .e a n s  o f  a q u e s t i o n ­

n a i r e  w h ich  was d ev e lo p ed  by th e  r e s e a r c h e r .  The i te m s  o f th e  q u e s­

t i o n n a i r e  w ere th e  outcom e o f r e v ie w in g  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  and d i s c u s s in g  

S au d i s tu d e n t s '  p ro b lem s w i th  some o f th e  S aud i s tu d e n ts .  The q u es­

t i o n n a i r e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  tw o  s e c t i o n s .  T he f i r s t  s e c t i o n  c o n t a in e d  

i t e m s  d e s ig n e d  f o r  g a th e r in g  d em o g ra p h ic  d a ta  of th e  s tu d e n ts .  The 

sec o n d  s e c t io n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  th e  29 ac ad e m ic  p ro b lem s.

Of th e  119 q u e s t io n n a i r e s  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  101 (84.9%) w ere re tu r n e d  

to  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  (47 fro m  s tu d e n t s ,  22 from  f a c u l ty ,  24 from  adm in­

i s t r a t o r s ,  and 8  from  ac ad e m ic  a d v is o r s ) .

D a ta  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  th e  s tu d y  w ere  a n a ly z e d  u t i l i z i n g  f r e q u e n c ie s  

and p e r c e n ta g e s ,  m eans, and c h i  s q u a r e s .

A l l  f i v e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s e s  w e re  t e s t e d  a t  .05 l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i ­

ca n c e . S ig n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  p e r c e p t io n s  w ere found b etw e en  

s t u d e n t s  an d  th e  r e l a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  r e g a r d  to  t h e  a c a d e m ic  

p r o b le m s  e n c o u n te r e d  by  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y in g  a t  WMU. H o w e v er , 

r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a g e  a n d  a c a d e m ic  l e v e l  had  no e f f e c t  on th e  

p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  R e s u l t s  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  m a r i t a l  

s t a t u s  h ad  no e f f e c t  on t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  r e g a r d  to  

t h e i r  a c a d e m i c  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n s  o f  c o m p l e t i n g  

e x a m in a t io n s  d u r i n g  th e  sam e  t im e  s p a n  a s  A m e r ic a n  s t u d e n t s  an d
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u n d e r s ta n d in g  w o rd in g  on t e s t s .  A d d i t io n a l ly ,  le n g th  o f s ta y  in  th e  

U n i te d  S t a t e s  h a s  b e e n  fo u n d  to  h a v e  no e f f e c t  on p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  

S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  w i th  t h e  e x c e p t i o n s  o f  w r i t i n g  e s s a y  ty p e  e x a m s, 

t a k i n g  a n d  o r g a n i z i n g  n o t e s ,  k e e p in g  a p p o in tm e n t s  an d  p u n c t u a l i t y  

w i th  i n s t r u c t o r s ,  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  A m erican e d u c a t io n a l  sy s te m , and 

h a v in g  to o  many c r e d i t  h o u rs  in  one s e m e s te r .

C o n c lu s io n s

F rom  th e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  d a t a ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n c l u s i o n s  h a v e  

been  d raw n:

1. T he m o re  p r o b l e m a t i c  a c a d e m ic  a r e a s  f o r  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  a s  

p e r c e iv e d  by th e  s tu d e n t s  in c lu d e  g iv in g  o r a l  r e p o r t s ,  w r i t i n g  te rm  

p a p e r s ,  t a k in g  and o rg a n iz in g  n o te s ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  c la ss ro o m  d i s ­

c u s s io n s ,  and c o m p re h en d in g  l e c tu r e s .  The l e a s t  p ro b le m a tic  a r e a s  as  

p e r c e iv e d  by s tu d e n t s  w e re  u n d e r s ta n d in g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e q u ir e m e n ts ,  

g e t t i n g  r e q u ir e d  b ooks, u s in g  m ic ro f i lm , and u s in g  m ic ro f ic h e .

2. T he m o re  p r o b l e m a t i c  a c a d e m ic  a r e a s  f o r  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  

a t t e n d in g  WMU a s  p e r c e iv e d  by f a c u l ty  m em bers a t  WMU in c lu d e d  p a r ­

t i c i p a t i n g  in  c la s s r o o m  d is c u s s io n s ,  c o m p le tin g  e x a m in a tio n s  d u r in g  

th e  sam e t im e  sp a n  a s  A m erican  s tu d e n ts ,  w r i t i n g  te rm  p a p e rs ,  commu­

n i c a t i n g  i n  E n g l i s h ,  a n d  p ro n o u n c in g  w o rd s  i n  E n g l i s h .  T he l e a s t  

p r o b l e m a t i c  a r e a s  a s  p e r c e i v e d  by f a c u l t y  m em bers  i n c l u d e d  u s in g  

m ic r o f i lm ,  u s in g  m ic r o f ic h e ,  g e t t i n g  r e q u ir e d  bo o k s, and th e  num ber 

o f  e x a m in a t io n s .

3. The m ore p r o b le m a t ic  a r e a s  f o r  S au d i s tu d e n ts  a t t e n d in g  WMU 

a s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a t  WMU w e re  p ro n o u n c in g  w o rd s  i n
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E n g l i s h ,  w r i t i n g  te rm  p a p e rs ,  c o m p le tin g  e x a m in a tio n s  d u r in g  th e  same 

t im e  sp an  a s  A m erican  s t u d e n t s ,  u n d e r s ta n d in g  w ord ing  on t e s t s ,  and 

w r i t i n g  e s s a y  ty p e  exam s. The l e a s t  p ro b le m a tic  a r e a s  a s  p e r c e iv e d  

by a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  w e re  g e t t i n g  r e q u i r e d  b o o k s ,  u s in g  m i c r o f i c h e ,  

u s in g  m ic r o f i lm ,  and th e  num ber o f e x a m in a tio n s .

4 . T he m ore  p r o b l e m a t i c  a c a d e m ic  a r e a s  f o r  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  

a t t e n d in g  WMU as  p e rc e iv e d  by ac ad e m ic  a d v is o r s  in  th e  C h icago  o f f i c e  

o f  th e  S a u d i A ra b ia n  E d u c a t io n a l  M is s io n  in  th e  U.S. w ere com prehend­

in g  l e c t u r e s ,  w r i t i n g  e s s a y  ty p e  exam s, w r i t i n g  term  p a p e rs ,  com pet­

in g  w i th  A m eric an  s tu d e n ts  f o r  h ig h e r  g ra d e s ,  and p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  

c la s s r o o m  d i s c u s s io n s .  The l e a s t  p ro b le m a tic  a r e a s  w ere u s in g  m ic ro ­

f i l m ,  u s in g  m ic r o f ic h e ,  u n d e r s ta n d in g  w o rd in g  on t e s t s ,  and h av in g  

to o  many c r e d i t  h o u rs  in  one s e m e s te r .

5 . D i f f e r e n c e s  w e re  fo u n d  i n  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  b e tw e e n  S a u d i 

s tu d e n t s  and  th e  r e l a t e d  p r o f e s s io n a l s  re g a rd in g  th e  ac ad e m ic  p ro b ­

lem s  t h a t  S au d i s tu d e n ts  e n c o u n te r  w h ile  s tu d y in g  a t  WMU. G e n e ra lly ,  

s t u d e n t s  se ld o m  m arked th a t  th e y  d id n 't  know; w h e rea s  r e l a t e d  p r o f e s ­

s i o n a l s  o f t e n  m arked t h a t  th e y  d id n 't  know. F u r th e r ,  s tu d e n ts  w ere 

m o re  l i k e l y  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  i t e m s  w e re  l e s s  p r o b l e m a t i c  f o r  

them .

6 . T he a g e  o f  S a u d i s t u d e n t s  h a s  b e e n  fo u n d  to  h a v e  no e f f e c t  

on t h e i r  p e r c e p t io n s  in  r e g a rd  to  t h e i r  ac ad e m ic  p ro b lem s.

7. The m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  o f S aud i s tu d e n ts  h as  been found to  have 

no e f f e c t  on t h e i r  p e r c e p t io n s  in  re g a rd  to  t h e i r  a c ad e m ic  p ro b lem s 

w i th  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f c o m p le tin g  e x a m in a tio n s  d u rin g  th e  sam e t im e  

sp an  a s  A m eric an  s tu d e n ts  and u n d e r s ta n d in g  w ord in g  on t e s t s ,  w hich
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w ere  p e r c e iv e d  to  be m ore p ro b le m a tic  fo r  th e  m a rr ie d  s tu d e n t s .

8 . A c a d e m ic  l e v e l  o f  S a u d i s t u d e n t s  h a s  b ee n  fo u n d  to  h a v e  no 

e f f e c t  on th e  s t u d e n t s '  p e r c e p t i o n s  i n  r e g a r d  to  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  

p ro b le m s .

9. The l e n g t h  o f  s t a y  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  h a s  b e e n  fo u n d  to  

have no e f f e c t  on th e  p e r c e p t io n s  o f Saudi s tu d e n ts  w i th  th e  ex cep ­

t io n  o f w r i t i n g  e s s a y  ty p e  exam s, ta k in g  and o rg a n iz in g  n o te s ,  keep ­

in g  a p p o in tm e n ts  and p u n c tu a l i t y  w ith  i n s t r u c t o r s ,  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  

A m erican  e d u c a t io n a l  s y s te m , and h av in g  to o  many c r e d i t  h o u rs  i n  one 

s e m e s te r ,  w hich  w ere p e r c e iv e d  to  be more r - o b le m a t i c  a r e a s  by s tu ­

d e n ts  who s p e n t l e s s  t im e  in  th e  U n ited  . c a te s .

R ecom m endations

B ased  on th e  f i n d in g s  o f t h i s  s tu d y , th e  fo l lo w in g  recom m enda­

t i o n s  a r e  g iv e n :

1. F a c u l ty  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a t  WMU need  to  be m ore s e n s i t i v e  

to  th e  ac ad e m ic  p ro b lem s o f S au d i s tu d e n ts .

S tu d e n ts  need  to  be e n c o u rag e d  to  t a l k  a b o u t t h e i r  d i f f i c u l ­

t i e s  and  f e a r s  w i th  f a c u l t y ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and ac ad e m ic  a d v is o r s .

3. P a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  c la ss ro o m  d i s c u s s io n ,  g iv in g  o r a l  r e p o r t s ,  

w r i t i n g  te rm  p a p e rs ,  p ro n o u n c in g  w ords i n  E n g l is h ,  and w r i t i n g  e s sa y  

t y p e  ex a m s w e re  fo u n d  t o  be  m o re  p r o b l e m a t i c  f o r  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  a t  

WMU. T h e r e fo r e ,  when te a c h in g  E n g l is h  to  s tu d e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  

new  s t u d e n t s  who a r e  s t u d y in g  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e  C e n t e r ,  m ore  

e m p h a sis  and t r a i n i n g  n ee d s  to  be p la c e d  on th e s e  m e n tio n e d  a r e a s .
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A. A d d i t io n a l  r e s e a r c h  i s  e s s e n t i a l  to  i n c r e a s e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  

o f  t h e  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  o f  S a u d i s t u d e n t s  w h i l e  s t u d y in g  i n  t h e  

A m e r ic a n  c o l l e g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  S o , m ore r e s e a r c h  on o t h e r  

ca m p u se s  w ith  more v a r ia b l e s  on w hich to  fo c u s  w i l l  h e lp  d e te rm in e  

p ro b le m s  o f  S au d i s tu d e n ts  and g iv e  o f f i c i a l s  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  

o f  th e  a c ad e m ic  p ro b le m s t h a t  s tu d e n ts  e n c o u n te r .
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90

D ear ( S tu d e n ts ,  F a c u l ty ,  A d m in i s t r a to r s ,  o r  S aud i A rab ian  E d u c a t io n a l
M is s io n  A cadem ic A d v is o rs ) :

I  am a g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  w o r k in g  on my d o c t o r a t e  in  t h e  E d u c a ­
t i o n a l  L e a d e rsh ip  D e p artm en t a t  W este rn  M ich ig an  U n iv e r s i ty .  I  am 
c o n d u c t in g  a s u r v e y  o f  t h e  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  t h a t  S a u d i s t u d e n t s  
e n c o u n t e r  w h i l e  s t u d y in g  i n  an  A m e r ic a n  s c h o o l ,  n a m e ly ,  W e s te rn  
M ic h ig a n  U n i v e r s i t y .  T he p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  to  s tu d y  th e  
n a tu r e  and i n t e n s i t y  o f  th e s e  p ro b lem s and to  su g g e s t  p o s s ib le  s o lu ­
t i o n s  .

I  r e a l i z e  t h a t  y o u r t im e  i s  v e ry  v a lu a b le ;  h o w ev er, y o u r h e lp  in  
t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  n e e d e d . P l e a s e  t a k e  a fe w  m in u te s  to  a c c u r a t e l y  
re s p o n d  to  th e  in c lu d e d  q u e s t io n n a i r e .

A s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  s tam p ed  e n v e lo p e  i s  in c lu d e d  f o r  r e tu r n in g  th e  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n ie n c e .  F u r th e rm o re ,  f o r  p u r­
p o se s  o f  an o n y m ity , y o u r name i s  n o t n ee d ed . For t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  th e  
o v e r a l l  r e s p o n s e  i s  i m p o r t a n t  an d  no i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s e s  w i l l  be 
s in g le d  o u t .

Thank you v e ry  much f o r  y o u r tim e and  c o n s id e r a t i o n .

S in c e r e ly ,

A l i  H. M u sta fa

C O P Y
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S e c t io n  I

PERSONAL DATA QUESTIONNAIRE FOR STUDENTS ONLY

P le a s e  f i l l  In  th e  in fo rm a tio n  below  a b o u t y o u r s e l f .

1 . A ge:

a .  2 0  y e a r s  o r  l e s s

b . 21-26  y e a rs

c .  27 -30  y e a r s

d .  3 1 -35  y e a rs

e .  Over 35 y e a r s

2 . M a r i t a l  s t a t u s :

a .  S in g le

b . M a rrie d

3 . A cadem ic l e v e l :  

a • G rad u a te

b . U n d e rg ra d u a te

4 . L en g th  o f s t a y  in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s :

a . 4 m onths o r l e s s

b . 4 -12  m onths

c . 1 - 2  y e a r s

d . 2 -3  y e a rs

e . More th a n  3 y e a rs
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S e c t io n  I I  

INSTRUCTIONS

A. To s tu d e n ts

T h is  i s  a l i s t  o f  academ ic, p ro b le m s  w hich  S aud i s tu d e n ts  may 
e n c o u n te r  w h ile  s tu d y in g  in  an A m erican  s c h o o l. P le a s e  i n d i c a t e  
th e  d e g re e  o f d i f f i c u l t i e s  you have e x p e r ie n c e d  o r  a r e  e x p e r ie n c ­
in g  by c i r c l i n g  th e  num ber t h a t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  y o u r an sw er. 
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i f  w r i t i n g  i s  a m a jo r  p ro b le m  f o r  y o u , 4 w o u ld  be 
c i r c l e d .  A d d i t i o n a l ly ,  i f  you f e e l  t h e r e  a r e  any o th e r  acad em ic  
p ro b le m s  th a t  you hav e  fa c e d  o r  a r e  f a c in g  p le a s e  i n d i c a t e  them  
in  th e  sp ac e  p ro v id e d  s t a r t i n g  from  Number 30.

B. To f a c u l t y ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  a n d  a c a d e m ic  a d v i s o r s  i n  t h e  
C h ic ag o  O f f ic e  o f  th e  S a u d i A ra b ia n  E d u c a t io n a l  M iss io n

T h is  i s  a l i s t  o f  a c ad e m ic  p ro b le m s  w hich  S aud i s tu d e n ts  may 
e n c o u n te r  w h i le  s tu d y in g  i n  an A m erican  s c h o o l. P le a s e  i n d i c a t e  
th e  d e g re e  o f d i f f i c u l t i e s  you f e e l  S au d i s tu d e n ts  hav e  e x p e r i ­
en c ed  o r  a r e  e x p e r ie n c in g  by c i r c l i n g  th e  num ber t h a t  i s  a p p ro ­
p r i a t e  f o r  y o u r  a n s w e r .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i f  w r i t i n g  i s  a m a jo r  
p ro b lem  f o r  them , 4 w ould  be c i r c l e d .  A d d i t io n a l ly ,  i f  you f e e l  
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a n y  o t h e r  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  t h a t  S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  
f a c e  o r m ig h t f a c e ,  p le a s e  i n d i c a t e  them  in  th e  sp a c e s  p ro v id e d  
s t a r t i n g  from  Number 30.
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ACADEMIC PROBLEMS SURVEY
/

P roblem
M ajor

p rob lem
M oderate
p rob lem

L i t t l e
prob lem

Not n 
p rob lem

D o n 't  
know

1 . C om prehending l e c tu r e s 4 3 2 1 0

2 . C om prehending te x tb o o k  m a t e r i a l s 4 3 2 1 0

3. C om prehending a s s ig n m e n ts 4 3 2 1 0

4 . W r it in g  te rm  p a p e rs 4 3 2 1 0

5 . G iv in g  o r a l  r e p o r t s 4 3 2 1 0

6 . C om peting w ith  A m erican  s tu d e n t s  f o r  
h ig h e r  g ra d e s 4 3 2 1 0

7. W r it in g  e s s a y - ty p e  exams 4 3 2 1 0

8 . T ak in g  o b j e c t i v e  t e s t s 4 3 2 1 0

9 . P a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  c la ss ro o m  d i s c u s s io n s 4 3 2 1 0

1 0 . C o m p le tin g  e x a m in a tio n s  d u r in g  th e  same 
t im e  sp an  a s  A m erican s tu d e n t s 4 3 2 1 0

1 1 . T ak in g  and o r g a n iz in g  n o te s 4 3 2 1 0

1 2 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  i n s t r u c t o r ' s  g ra d in g  
p ro c e d u re s 4 3 2 1 0

13. U n d e rs ta n d in g  w o rd in g  on t e s t s 4 3 2 1 0
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Academic Problems Survey— Continued

Prob lem
M ajor

p rob lem
M o d erate
p rob lem

L i t t l e
p roblem

Not a 
p rob lem

Don* t  
know

14 . K eep ing  a p p o in tm e n ts  and p u n c t u a l i t y  
w i th  i n s t r u c t o r s 4 3 2 1 0

15. G e t t in g  r e q u ir e d  books 4 3 2 1 0

16. Number o f  e x a m in a tio n s 4 3 2 1 0

17. U n d e rs ta n d in g  j o u r n a l s 4 3 2 1 0

18. U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e f e r e n c e s 4 3 2 1 0

19. L o c a t in g  in fo rm a tio n  in  th e  l i b r a r y 4 3 2 1 0

2 0 . U sing  m ic ro f ic h e 4 3 2 1 0

2 1 . U sing  m ic ro f ilm 4 3 2 1 0

2 2 . U n d e rs ta n d in g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  re q u ir e m e n ts 4 3 2 1 0

23. U n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  A m erican  e d u c a t io n a l  
sy stem 4 3 2 1 0

24. M a in ta in in g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  g ra d e s 4 3 2 1 0

25. C om m unicating in  E n g l is h 4 3 2 1 0

26. Im p ro v in g  E n g l is h  com petency 4 3 2 1 0

VO
Ui
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Academic Problems Survey— Continued

M ajor M o d era te  L i t t l e  Not a  D o n 't
P rob lem  p ro b lem  p ro b lem  p ro b lem  p rob lem  know

2 7 . H av ing  to o  many c r e d i t  h o u rs  i n  one
s e m e s te r 4 3 2 0

28. A dv isem en t and c o u n s e lin g 4 3 2 0

2 9 . P ro n o u n c in g  w ords in  E n g l is h 4 3 2 0

3 0 . 4 3 2 0

3 1 . 4 3 2 0

3 2 . 4 3 2 0

3 3 . 4 3 2 0



A ppendix  C

F r e q u e n c ie s  and P e rc e n ta g e s  o f  R esp o n ses  of P a r t i c i p a n t s  
R e g a rd in g  A ll  th e  P ro b lem s
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Table 20

Number and P ercen tage o f Responses o f P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 
th e  Problem o f Comprehending L ec tu res

Group
Major

problem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don' t  know T o ta l

n % n_ % n % n % n % n %

S tuden ts 5 10.64 16 34.04 15 31.92 11 23.40 0 0 .0 0 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 2 9.10 9 40.91 1 4.54 1 4.54 9 40.91 22 1 0 0 .0 0

Adminis t r a to r s 1 4 .16 7 29.17 3 12.50 1 4.17 12 50.00 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic a d v iso rs 5 62.50 2 25.00 0 0 .0 0 1 12.50 0 0 .0 0 8 1 0 0 .0 0

Table 21

Number and P ercen tage o f  Responses o f  P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 
th e  Problem o f Comprehending Textbook M a te r ia ls

Group
Major

problem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don' t  know T o ta l

n % n_ % n % n % — % n %

S tuden ts 4 8.51 11 23.40 19 40.43 12 25.53 1 2.13 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 3 13.64 7 31.82 2 9.09 1 4.54 9 40.91 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 1 4 .17 6 25.00 4 16.67 0 0 .0 0 13 54.16 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic a d v iso rs 3 37.50 3 37.50 2 25.00 0 0 .0 0 0 0 .0 0 8 1 0 0 .0 0
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Table 24

Number and P ercen tage o f Responses of P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 
the Problem o f  G iving O ral R eports

Group
Major

problem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don' t  know T o ta l

% n % n % n % n % 2L %

S tuden ts 16 34.04 8 17.02 13 27.66 10 21.28 0 0 .0 0 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 4 18.18 7 31.81 0 0 .0 0 1 4.55 10 45.46 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 3 12.50 4 16.67 4 16.66 0 0 . 0 0 13 54.17 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic a d v iso rs 3 37.50 4 50.00 0 0 .0 0 0 0 .0 0 1 12.50 8 1 0 0 .0 0

Table 25

Number and P ercen tage o f Responses o f  P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding the Problem 
of Competing With American S tuden ts fo r  Higher Grades

Group
Major

problem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don' t  know T o ta l

_n % n V n % n % _n % n %

S tuden ts 2 4.26 16 34.04 13 27.66 15 31.91 1 2.13 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 1 4.55 6 27.27 5 22.73 2 9.09 8 36.36 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 1 4.17 5 20.83 3 12.50 2 8.33 13 54.17 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic ad v iso rs 5 62.50 1 12.50 1 12.50 1 12.50 0 0 .0 0 8 1 0 0 .0 0
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Table 26
Number and P ercentage o f Responses of P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 

th e  Problem o f W riting  Essay Type Exams

Group
Maior

problem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don' t  know T o ta l

n % ri % n % n % n % n %

S tuden ts 4 8.51 13 27.66 13 27.66 17 36.17 0 0 .0 0 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 7 31.81 3 13.64 0 0 .0 0 1 4.55 11 50.00 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 4 16.66 7 29.17 0 0 . 0 0 0 0 .0 0 13 54.17 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic ad v iso rs 4 50.00 3 37.50 1 12.50 0 0 .0 0 0 0 .0 0 8 1 0 0 .0 0

Table 27

Number and P ercen tage o f Responses o f P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 
the Problem o f Taking O b jec tive  T ests

Group
Maior

problem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don' t  know T o ta l

H % n % ii % ri % ii % n %

S tuden ts 3 6 .38 8 17.02 16 34.04 19 ■40.43 1 2.13 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 3 13.64 4 18.18 4 18.18 2 9.09 9 40.91 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 1 4.17 3 12.50 3 12.50 2 8.33 15 62.50 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic ad v iso rs 3 37.50 2 25.00 2 25.00 0 0 .0 0 1 12.50 8 1 0 0 .0 0
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Table 30

Number and P ercen tage o f  Responses of P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 
th e  Problem o f Taking and O rganizing Notes

Group
Major

problem
M oderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don' t  know T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n % £ %

S tuden ts 5 10.64 17 36.17 16 34.04 9 19.15 0 0 . 0 0 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 1 4.55 5 22.73 1 4.54 1 4.54 14 63.64 22 1 0 0 .0 0

Adminis t r a to r s 0  0 . 0 0 7 29.17 3 12.50 1 4.17 13 54.16 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic ad v iso rs 2 25.00 3 37.50 2 25.00 0 0 .0 0 1 12.50 8 1 0 0 .0 0

Table 31

Number and P ercen tage o f Responses o f P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding the 
Problem of U nderstanding I n s t r u c to r s '  G rading Procedures

Group
Major

problem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don' t  know T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n % n %

S tuden ts 0  0 . 0 0 6 12.77 15 31.91 26 55.32 0 0 .0 0 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 1 4 .54 3 13.64 6 27.27 3 13.64 9 40.91 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 1 4.17 3 12.50 5 20.83 3 12.50 12 50.00 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic a d v iso rs 0  0 .0 0 1 12.50 3 37.50 3 37.50 1 12.50 - 8 1 0 0 .0 0
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Table 32

Number and P ercen tage o f  Responses of P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 
th e  Problem o f U nderstanding Wording on T es ts

Group
Ma

pro!! 2 .
M oderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don1 t  know T o ta l

n. % n % n % n % n % n %

S tuden ts 1 2.13 8 17.02 2 0 42.55 16 34.04 2 4.26 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 2 9.09 8 36.36 2 9.09 1 4.55 9 40.91 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 4 16.67 6 25.00 2 8.33 0 0 .0 0 12 50.00 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic ad v iso rs 2 25.00 2 25.00 2 25.00 2 25.00 0 0 .0 0 8 1 0 0 .0 0

T able 33

Number and P ercen tage o f Responses o f P a r t ic ip a n ts  R egarding th e  Problem of 
Keeping Appointments and P u n c tu a li ty  With In s t ru c to r s

Group
Maior

problem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a  
problem Don1 t  know T o ta l

£ % £ % n % n_ % n % £ %

S tuden ts 1 2.13 5 10.64 17 36.17 24 51.06 0 0 .0 0 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 2 9.09 0 0 .0 0 7 31.82 5 22.73 8 36.36 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 2 8.33 5 20.83 1 4.17 4 16.67 12 50.00 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic a d v iso rs 2 25.00 3 37.50 1 12.50 2 25.00 0 0 .0 0 8 1 0 0 .0 0
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Table 34
Number and P ercen tage o f Responses of P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 

th e  Problem o f G e ttin g  Required Books

Group
Maior

problem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don' t  know T o ta l

n % n % £ % n % n % n %

S tuden ts 0  0 . 0 0 2 4.25 6 12.77 39 82.98 0 0 .0 0 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 0  0 .0 0 0 0 .0 0 3 13.64 7 31.82 12 54.54 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 0  0 . 0 0 1 4.17 2 8.33 8 33.33 13 54.17 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic a d v iso rs 1 12.50 0 0 .0 0 3 37.50 4 50.00 0 0 .0 0 8 1 0 0 .0 0

Table 35

Number and P ercen tage o f Responses o f P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 
th e  P rob len  o f Number o f Exam inations

Group
Maior

problem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don'11 knew T o ta l

n % n % n % £ % £ % £ %

S tuden ts 4 8.51 9 19.14 15 31.92 15 31.92 4 8.51 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 0  0 .0 0 1 4.55 2 9.09 6 27.27 13 59.09 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 1 4.17 2 8.33 1 4.17 6 25.00 14 58.33 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic a d v iso rs 1 12.50 1 12.50 3 37.50 1 12.50 2 25.00 8 1 0 0 .0 0
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Table 38
Number and P ercen tage o f  Responses of P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 

the Problem o f L ocating  In fo rm ation  in  th e  L ib ra ry

Group
Major

problem
M oderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don’ t  know T o ta l

n % ri % n X n % n % _n %

Studen ts 4 8.51 6 12.77 12 25.53 24 51.06 1 2.13 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 0  0 .0 0 1 4.54 7 31.82 0 0 .0 0 14 63.64 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 0  0 . 0 0 4 16.67 5 20.83 3. 4.17 14 58.33 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic a d v iso rs 2 25.00 1 12.50 3 37.50 2 25.00 0 0 .0 0 8 1 0 0 .0 0

Table 39

Number and P ercen tage o f Responses o f  P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 
th e  Problem of Using M ocrofiche

Group
Major

problem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don1 t  know T o ta l

n X n % n X n % X n %

S tuden ts 1 2.13 8 17.02 11 23.40 13 27.66 14 29.79 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 0  0 .0 0 1 4 .54 2 9.09 1 4.55 18 81.82 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 1 4.17 2 8.33 3 12.50 0 0 .0 0 18 75.00 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic a d v iso rs 0  0 .0 0 1 12.50 3 37.50 3 37.50 1 12.50 8 1 0 0 .0 0
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Table 40

Number and P ercen tage o f  Responses of P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 
th e  Problem o f Using M icrofilm

Group
Major

problem
M oderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don' t  know T o ta l

n % n % n % n % £ % n %

S tuden ts 2 4 .26 7 14.89 10 21.28 12 25.53 16 34.04 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 0  0 .0 0 1 4.54 2 9.09 1 4.55 18 81.82 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 1 4.17 2 8.33 4 16.67 0 0 .0 0 17 70.83 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic ad v iso rs 0  0 .0 0 1 12.50 3 37.50 3 37.50 1 12.50 8 1 0 0 .0 0

T able 41

Number and P ercen tage o f  Responses o f  P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 
th e  Problem of U nderstanding R e g is tra t io n  Requirements

Group
Major

problem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don1t  know T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n X n %

S tuden ts 0  0 . 0 0 0 0 .0 0 7 14.89 39 82.98 1 2.13 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 0  0 .0 0 1 4.54 5 22.73 5 22.73 11 50.00 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 0  0 .0 0 4 16.67 7 29.17 2 8.33 11 45.83 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic a d v iso rs 1 12.50 1 12.50 3 37.50 3 37.50 0 0 .0 0 8 1 0 0 .0 0
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Table 42
Number and P ercen tage o f  Responses of P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding the 

Problem o f U nderstanding th e  American F /iu ra tiona l System

Group
Maior

problem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don' t  know T o ta l

n % n % n % n % % n %

Studen ts 1 2 .1 2 6 12.77 13 27.66 26 55.32 1 2.13 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 1 4.54 3 13.64 6 27.27 1 4.55 11 50.00 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 0 0 . 0 0 7 29.17 3 12.50 1 4.17 13 54.16 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic a d v iso rs 2 25.00 0 0 .0 0 2 25.00 3 37.50 1 12.50 8 1 0 0 .0 0

T able 43

Number and P ercen tage o f  Responses o f P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 
the Problem o f M ain tain ing  S a t is f a c to r y  Grades

Group
Ma

prololem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don'11 know T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n % n %

Studen ts 1 2.13 8 17.02 18 38.30 17 36.17 3 6.38 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 1 4.55 7 31.82 4 18.18 2 9.09 8 36.36 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 0 0 . 0 0 4 16.67 5 20.83 3 12.50 12 50.00 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic ad v iso rs 1 12.50 4 50.00 1 12.50 1 12.50 1 12.50 8 1 0 0 .0 0
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Table 44
Number and P ercen tage o f  Responses of P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 

th e  Problem o f Communicating in  E ng lish

Group
M aior

problem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don' t  know T o ta l

n % n % n % ri % £ % n %

S tuden ts 4 8.51 7 14.89 17 36.17 19 40.43 0 0 .0 0 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 2 9.10 8 36.36 4 18.18 0 0 .0 0 8 36.36 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 1 4.17 5 20.83 7 29.17 2 8.33 9 37.50 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic a d v iso rs 0  0 .0 0 3 37.50 2 25.00 2 25.00 1 12.50 8 1 0 0 .0 0

Table 45

Number and P ercen tage o f  Responses o f  P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 
th e  Problem o f Improving E n g lish  Competency

Group
Maior

problem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don' t  know T o ta l

n % £ % n % ri % n % n %

Studen ts 3 6 .38 10 21.28 14 29.79 18 38.30 2 4.25 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 3 13.64 7 31.82 0 0 .0 0 2 9.09 10 45.45 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 3 12.50 3 12.50 6 25.00 2 8.33 10 41.67 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic a d v iso rs 2 25.00 2 25.00 3 37.50 1 12.50 0 0 .0 0 8 1 0 0 .0 0
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Table 46

Number and P ercen tage o f Responses of P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding the 
Problem o f Having Too Many C red it Hours in  One Semester

Group
Maior

problem
M oderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don' t  know T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n % n %

S tuden ts 2 4 .26 13 27.66 26 55.32 5 10.64 1 2 .1 2 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 2 9 .10 4 18.18 1 4.54 1 4.54 14 63.64 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 1 4.17 2 8.33 5 20.83 2 8.33 14 58.34 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic ad v iso rs 1 12.50 1 12.50 1 12.50 4 50.00 1 12.50 8 1 0 0 .0 0

Table 47

Number and P ercen tage o f  Responses o f  P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 
th e  Problem o f Advisement and C ounseling

Group
Maior

problem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don1 t  know T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n % n %

S tuden ts 0  0 .0 0 11 23.40 12 25.53 18 38.30 6 12.77 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 1 4.54 2 9.10 3 13.64 1 4.54 15 68.18 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 1 4.17 5 20.83 2 8.33 2 8.33 14 58.34 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic ad v iso rs 1 12.50 1 12.50 3 37.50 2 25.00 1 12.50 8 1 0 0 .0 0
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Table 48
Number and P ercen tage o f  Responses of P a r t ic ip a n ts  Regarding 

th e  Problem o f Pronouncing Words in  E ng lish

Group
Major

problem
Moderate
problem

L i t t l e
problem

Not a 
problem Don' t  know T o ta l

— % ii % n % n % _n % n %

Studen ts 3 6 .38 14 29.79 24 51.06 6 12.77 0 0 .0 0 47 1 0 0 .0 0

F acu lty 1 4.54 9 40.91 3 13.64 2 9.09 7 31.82 22 1 0 0 .0 0

A d m in istra to rs 2 8.33 5 20.83 8 33.34 2 8.33 7 29.17 24 1 0 0 .0 0

Academic a d v iso rs 4 50.00 1 12.50 3 37.50 0 0 .0 0 0 0 .0 0 8 1 0 0 .0 0
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