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C H A R A C T E R IS T IC  D IF F E R E N C E S  AND S IM IL A R IT IE S  
O F  P A R T - T I M E  P E R S IS T E R S  AND 

P A R T - T I M E  N O N P E R S IS T E R S

N e v a  A . B a r t e l ,  E d . D.

W e s te r n  M ic h ig a n  U n iv e r s i ty ,  1978

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f t h is  s tu d y  w a s  to  d e s c r i b e  an d  c o m p a r e  s p e c i f ic  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

a t  th e  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e .  A. m a j o r  o b je c t iv e  w a s  to  d e t e r m i n e  if  

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  e x is te d  on c r i t e r i o n  m e a s u r e s  

s u c h  a s  a g e , s e x , m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  b i r t h  o r d e r  in  th e  f a m i ly ,  r e l i g io n ,  

h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e ,  a n d  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls .  T h is  s tu d y  a l s o  

a t t e m p te d  to  id e n t i fy  th e  in h ib i t in g  f a c t o r s  th a t  w e r e  in  o p e r a t io n  a t  

th e  t im e  th e  d e c is io n  w a s  m a d e  n o t  to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r .  

T h e  o r ig in a l  g o a ls  an d  f u tu r e  e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n ­

p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  c o n s id e r e d  in  o r d e r  to  d e te r m in e  if  th e  g o a ls  h a d  

b e e n  m e t  an d , i f  n o t ,  d id  th e  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  

s e m e s t e r  m e a n  th a t  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  no lo n g e r  i n te n d e d  

to  p u r s u e  h is  o r  h e r  o r ig i n a l  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a l.

T h e  s u rv e y  g ro u p  in c lu d e d  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r ­

s i s t e r s  f ro m  K e llo g g  C o m m u n i ty  C o l le g e .  T h e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  

w e r e  id e n t i f ie d  f ro m  th e  C o l le g e 's  D e c e m b e r  1975, M ay  1976 , an d  

D e c e m b e r  1976 g r a d u a t e s .  T h e y  c a r r i e d  e ig h t  c r e d i t  h o u r s  o r  l e s s
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a  s e m e s t e r  a n d / o r  12 c r e d i t  h o u r s  o r  l e s s  a n  a c a d e m ic  y e a r .  T h e  

p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  id e n t i f i e d  f r o m  th e  C o l le g e 's  l i s t  of 

s tu d e n ts  w ho  e n r o l l e d  in  th e  f a l l  of 1976 a n d  c a r r i e d  l e s s  th a n  e ig h t  

c r e d i t  h o u r s  a n d  d id  n o t r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r .  A q u e s t io n ­

n a i r e  w a s  m a i l e d  to  934  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  w ith  

a  r e t u r n  of 69 p e r c e n t  f o r  th e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  61 p e r c e n t  f o r  th e  n o n ­

p e r s i s t e r s .

T h e  h y p o th e s i s  th a t  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  a g e  

d i s t r ib u t io n  f o r  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

w a s  r e j e c t e d .  T h e  r e s u l t s  of th e  c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t  in d ic a te d  a  s t a t i s t i ­

c a l ly  s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  a t  th e  . 05 le v e l  o f p r o b a b i l i ty .  T h e  p a r t -  

t im e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  42 p e r c e n t  d i s t r ib u t e d  in  th e  2 1 -3 0  a g e  

b r a c k e t ,  w h i le  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  o v e r  50 p e r c e n t  d i s t r i b ­

u te d  in  th e  3 1 -4 0  a g e  b r a c k e t .

A n o th e r  h y p o th e s i s  c o n c e rn in g  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  

of s e x  a m o n g  th e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w a s  a ls o  r e j e c te d .

T h is  s tu d y  fo u n d  68. 2 p e r c e n t  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  m a le ,  w h ile  

72. 0 p e r c e n t  o f th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  f e m a le .

T h e  h y p o th e s i s  th a t  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  d i s t r i ­

b u tio n  o f m a r i t a l  s ta tu s  b e tw e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w a s  

r e j e c t e d .  O n ly  4 . 5 p e r c e n t  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  s in g le ;  33. 2 p e r ­

c e n t  of th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  s in g le .
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CH A PTER I

IN T R O D U C T IO N

T h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  of th e  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  a s  a  n o n r e s id e n t i a l ,  

c o m p r e h e n s iv e ,  p u b l ic  tw o - y e a r  c o lle g e  s p a n s  142 y e a r s .  T h e  f o r e ­

r u n n e r s  o f t o d a y 's  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e s  w e r e  p r iv a t e  tw o - y e a r  c o l ­

l e g e s .  B e c a u s e  t h e s e  tw o - y e a r  c o lle g e s  so  c lo s e ly  p a r a l l e l e d  th e  

f i r s t  tw o  y e a r s  of p r o f e s s io n a l  t r a in in g  in  f o u r - y e a r  c o l le g e s  an d  

u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  th e y  w e r e  so o n  c a l le d  " ju n io r "  c o lle g e s  a n d  th e  f o u r -  

y e a r  c o lle g e s  an d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  b e c a m e  " s e n io r "  c o l l e g e s .  W hen  th e  

M o r r i l l  A c t  o f 1862 an d  th e  e a r l y  la n d  g r a n t  c o lle g e s  b r o u g h t  th e  c o n ­

c e p t  of o c c u p a t io n a l  t r a in in g  to  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n , ju n io r  c o l l e g e s  f o l ­

lo w e d  s u i t  ( T r u e s d e l l ,  1972, p . 1). I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  n o te  th a t  th e  

c o m m itm e n t  to  a d u lt  e d u c a t io n  w a s  n o t  p r e s e n t  in  th e  e a r l y  c o n c e p t  

of th e  ju n io r  c o lle g e .  I n s te a d ,  th is  c o n c e p t  g r e w  f r o m  th e  p u b lic  

1 2 - y e a r  i n s t i t u t io n s  w ho  s t a r t e d  a d u lt  h ig h  sc h o o l c o m p le t io n  p r o ­

g r a m s ,  w h ic h  g r a d u a l ly  e x p a n d e d  to  in c lu d e  an  a r r a y  of c o u r s e s  o f te n  

la b e le d  " A d u lt  E d u c a tio n ,  " " C o n tin u in g  E d u c a tio n ,  " o r  m o r e  r e c e n t ly  

" C o m m u n ity  S e r v i c e s .  "

T h e  s h if t  f r o m  th e  c o n c e p t  of ju n io r  c o lle g e  to  c o m m u n ity  c o l ­

le g e  c a n  b e  o b s e rv e d  in  th e  n u m b e r  o f tw o - y e a r  c o l le g e s  w ho  d ro p p e d  

th e  w o rd  " ju n io r "  f r o m  t h e i r  n a m e s  an d  s u b s t i tu te d  th e  w o rd  

1
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" c o m m u n ity .  " A  r e f l e c t io n  of th e  s h if t  c a n  a ls o  b e  s e e n  in  th e  p r o ­

g r a m m in g  e m p h a s i s  p la c e d  on a d u lt  e d u c a tio n . C o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e s  

ty p ic a l ly  c l u s t e r  t h e i r  e d u c a t io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a ro u n d  t w o - y e a r  t r a n s f e r  

p r o g r a m s ,  v o c a t i o n a l / t e c h n ic a l  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  a d u l t  e d u c a t io n  p r o ­

g r a m s  w h ic h  in c lu d e  i n - s e r v i c e ,  l e i s u r e  t im e ,  a n d  c o m m u n i ty  i n t e r ­

e s t  c o u r s e s .

I t  i s  d i f f ic u l t  to  e s ta b l i s h  th e  r e a s o n s  w hy  th e  c o n c e p t  of a d u lt  

e d u c a t io n  to o k  h o ld  so  r a p id ly .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  th a t  th e  G. I. E d u c a ­

t io n a l  B i l l  a n d  th e  W o rld  W a r  II  v e te r a n s  le d  th e  w a y . I t  i s  c e r t a in ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  th e  o ld e r  v e te r a n  w ho e n ro l le d  in  c o l le g e  an d  h a d  

c le a r ly  i n t e r r u p t e d  h i s  o r  h e r  e d u c a t io n  a f t e r  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t io n  

w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  in  c h a n g in g  a  n a t io n a l  a t t i tu d e  t h a t  c o l le g e  w a s  o n ly  

f o r  y o u n g  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s .  E q u a lly  im p o r ta n t ,  p e r h a p s ,  w e r e  

th e  s te p p e d - u p  c h a n g e s  in  te c h n o lo g y  th a t  o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  W o rld  W a r II 

a n d  th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  n e e d  f o r  w o r k e r s  to  b e  t r a i n e d  a n d / o r  r e ­

t r a in e d .  C e r ta i n ly  a n  a w a r e n e s s  of th e  n e e d s  of m in o r i t i e s  a n d  th e  

w o m e n 's  l i b e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  h a v e  a ls o  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  c u r r e n t  

n a t io n a l  p h e n o m e n o n  of th e  " a d u lt "  s tu d e n t .  A c c o r d in g  to  th e  U. S. 

N ew s a n d  W o rld  R e p o r t , o th e r  c o n tr ib u tin g  r e a s o n s  f o r  th e  u p s u rg e  

m a y  b e  th e  " a f f lu e n c e  of U . S . s o c ie ty ,  a d d e d  l e i s u r e  t im e ,  th e  p o p u ­

la t io n  in flo w  to  c i t i e s  w h e r e  e d u c a t io n a l  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  m o r e  r e a d i ly  

a v a i la b le ,  . . .  do  i t  y o u r s e l f  t r e n d ,  " an d  th e  r i s e  in  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  

l e v e l  o f p e o p le .  " T h e  e d u c a te d  a p p r e c i a t e  e d u c a t io n .  " In  a n y  e v e n t,
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th e  U . S . N e w s a n d  W o r ld  R e p o r t  s ta te d  th a t  an  " e s t i m a t e d  32 

m il l io n  p e r s o n s  u n d e r to o k  s o m e  f o r m  of a d u lt  s tu d y "  in  1973 ( " B a c k  

to  S c h o o l, " 1973, p . 73 ). T h is  u p sw in g  in  th e  n u m b e r  of a d u lts  

in v o lv e d  in  l e a r n in g  h a s  b e e n  f e l t  on c o lle g e  c a m p u s e s  a c r o s s  th e  

n a tio n , an d  in  m a n y  i n s t a n c e s  i t  i s  th e  f a s t e s t  g ro w in g  s e g m e n t  of th e  

s tu d e n t  b o d y . M ic h ig a n  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  r e p o r t e d  a 

d ro p  in  t h e i r  u n d e r g r a d u a te  e n ro l lm e n ts  f o r  th e  f a l l  t e r m  of 1976, b u t 

an  i n c r e a s e  in  th e  t o ta l  n u m b e r  of s tu d e n ts  24 y e a r s  a n d  o ld e r  

( V a n v o r s t ,  1977, p . 5). T h e  t r e n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  m o s t  p r o n o u n c e d  on 

c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e  c a m p u s e s .  T h e  B u r e a u  of C e n s u s  r e p o r t e d  th a t  

m o r e  of th e  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  tw o - y e a r  c o lle g e s  a r e  o ld e r  th a n  s tu d e n ts  

in  th e  f o u r - y e a r  i n s t i t u t io n s  (1 9 7 5 , p . 3).

P e r h a p s  i t  s h o u ld  b e  o b v io u s  th a t  an  i n c r e a s e  in  a d u lt  s tu d e n ts  

a t te n d in g  c o lle g e  w o u ld  a l s o  c a u s e  an  i n c r e a s e  in  th e  n u m b e r  of p a r t -  

t im e  s tu d e n ts  a t t e n d in g  c o lle g e .  In  1974, 40 p e r c e n t  of th e  s tu d e n ts  

e n ro l le d  in  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e s  w e r e  a tte n d in g  p a r t  t im e  ( B u r e a u  of 

C e n s u s ,  1975, p . 3). S o m e  in s t i t u t io n s  h a v e  r e p o r t e d  50 p e r c e n t  of 

t h e i r  s tu d e n ts  a s  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  (C o h en , 1975; E b e r s o l e ,  1975; 

G r o e s c h ,  1974; M i l la r d ,  1974). A t th e  " V e r m o n t  R e g io n a l  C o m m u ­

n ity  C o l le g e  t h e r e  a r e  no  f u l l - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  a t  a l l "  (C o h e n , 1975, 

p . 46). In  r e p o r t in g  a  f i v e - y e a r  c o m p a r is o n  of s tu d e n ts  a t  H a r r i s b u r g  

A r e a  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e ,  E b e r s o l e  (1975) s ta t e d  t h a t  " th e  l a r g e s t  

t o ta l  s tu d e n t  e n r o l lm e n t  w a s  r e a c h e d  in  f a l l  of 1974 w ith  a  h e a d  c o u n t
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of 4 , 315 s tu d e n ts ,  of w h ic h  o n ly  1, 965 (4 5 . 5%) w e r e  f u l l - t i m e  an d  

2, 350 (54 . 6%) w e r e  p a r t - t i m e "  (p . 25 ).

I t  i s  a p p a r e n t  th a t  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  c a n  no lo n g e r  b e  c o n ­

s id e r e d  a ty p ic a l .  S o m e  r e c e n t  a u th o r s  h a v e  r e f e r r e d  to  th e  p a r t -  

t im e  s tu d e n ts  a s  th e  "n e w  m a jo r i t y "  ( E b e r s o l e ,  1975; P i t c h e l l ,  1974; 

R a in e s ,  1971). T h is  l a b e l  i s  q u i te  a p ro p o s  f o r ,  w h ile  th e  p a r t - t i m e  

a d u lt  p o p u la t io n s  a r e  g ro w in g , e n r o l lm e n t s  f o r  th e  f u l l - t i m e ,  19 -2 1  

y e a r  o ld  sh o w  a  d e c l in e  ( E b e r s o l e ,  1975; M il la r d ,  1974; P a l in c h a k ,  

1973; R ig g s ,  1976) o r  a  s lo w e r  g ro w th  r a t e  th a n  th e  g ro w th  r a t e  of 

a d u lt ,  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  (A lf r e d ,  1975; G r o e s c h ,  1974; N o rd h ,

1975; P i tc h e l l ,  1974; " T h e y  C o m e  P a r t , "  1974). G r o e s c h  (1974) 

r e p o r t e d  th a t  th e  " A m e r i c a n  C o u n c il  on E d u c a tio n  s a y s  t h e r e  a r e  now  

m o r e  p a r t - t i m e  th a n  f u l l - t i m e  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  n a t io n a lly "  (p . 51).

C o m m u n ity  c o lle g e s  do  n o t  kn o w  v e r y  m u c h  a b o u t  t h is  g ro w in g  

s e g m e n t  of th e  s tu d e n t  p o p u la t io n . F o r ,  d e s p i t e  th e  r a t h e r  d r a m a t i c  

an d  r e l a t i v e ly  s w if t  s h if t ,  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e s  h a v e  c o n tin u e d  to  v ie w  

th e  t y p ic a l  c o lle g e  s tu d e n t  a s  th e  f u l l - t i m e  19 to  21 y e a r  o ld  a n d  th e  

" a d u lt "  s tu d e n t  a s  p e r i p h e r a l .  T h is  a t t i tu d e  i s  b e s t  d e m o n s t r a t e d  in  

th e  c o m m u n i ty  c o l l e g e s '  v e r y  t r a d i t i o n a l  s tu d e n t  s e r v i c e s ,  c o -  

c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  an d  o r g a n iz a t io n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  w h ic h  a r e  g e a r e d  

f o r  th e  f u l l - t i m e ,  19 -2 1  y e a r  o ld  an d  n o t th e  a d u lt ,  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t .  

A th le t ic  p r o g r a m s  (w h ich  a r e  o n ly  o p e n  to  f u l l - t i m e  s tu d e n ts ) ,  b u s i ­

n e s s  o f f ic e s  w ith  h o u r s  f r o m  8 :0 0  a .m .  to  5 :0 0  p . m . ,  an d  s u m m e r
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o r ie n t a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  a r e  m o r e  ty p ic a l  of th e  " ju n i o r "  c o lle g e  c o n ­

c e p t  th a n  th e  " c o m m u n i ty "  c o lle g e  c o n c e p t .  A s  C h ic k e r in g  (1974) 

h a s  p o in te d  ou t:

C o m m u n i ty  c o l le g e s  c a m e  on th e  s c e n e  in  l a r g e  n u m b e r s .

B u t w ith  a  few  e x c e p t io n s ,  a lth o u g h  p r e s e n t e d  w ith  n ew  

k in d s  o f s tu d e n ts  an d  t h e i r  s p e c ia l  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  to  th e  

c o m m u n i t i e s ,  th e  s a m e  b a s ic  p r o c e d u r e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  an d  

a p p r o a c h e s  to  t e a c h in g ,  a n d  le a r n in g  th a t  h a d  c h a r a c t e r ­

i z e d  f o u r - y e a r  c o lle g e s  an d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  s in c e  th e  t u r n  of 

th e  c e n tu r y  w e r e  a d o p te d , (p . 1)

T h e  r e a s o n  n o t m u c h  i s  kno w n  a b o u t th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  m a y  

b e  a t t r ib u t e d  to  th e  g e n e r a l  la c k  of a v a i la b le  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d /o r  

r e s e a r c h  c o n d u c te d  a t  c o m m u n ity  c o l le g e s .  T h e  C a r n e g ie  C o m m is ­

s io n  on H ig h e r  E d u c a tio n  s u g g e s te d  th a t  th e  l a c k  of a d e q u a te  i n f o r m a ­

t io n  a b o u t c o m m u n i ty  c o l le g e s  m a y  b e - th e  r e s u l t  of th e  r a p id  g ro w th  

r a t e  th a t  t h e s e  c o l le g e s  h a v e  e x p e r ie n c e d  ( " C a r n e g ie  C o m m is s io n  

R e p o r t , "  1970, p . 4 6 ). C o p e  an d  H a n n a h  (1975) c o n c lu d e d  th a t  n o t 

o n ly  a r e  " r e l i a b l e  d a ta  on c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e s  d i f f ic u l t  to  f in d , . . . 

th e y  a r e  u s u a l ly  a r t f u l l y  b u r ie d "  (p. 2). G r o e s c h  (1974) fo u n d  th a t  

o n ly  a b o u t  h a l f  th e  s c h o o ls  w ho r e s p o n d e d  to  a  s tu d y  of c o m m u n ity  

c o l le g e s  in  I l l in o i s  h a d  a n y  u s a b le  h i s t o r i c a l  in f o r m a t io n .  " I t  i s  h a r d  

to  b e l ie v e ,  " G r o e s c h  s ta t e d ,  " th a t  c o m m u n ity  c o l l e g e s  h a v e  n o t  k e p t  

f u l l  r e c o r d s  on a l l  s tu d e n ts  by  a g e , s e x , c u r r i c u l a ,  a n d  w h e th e r  th e y
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w e r e  f u l l - t i m e ,  p a r t - t i m e ,  o r  t r a n s f e r  s tu d e n t s "  (p . 4 8 ).

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th e  r e s e a r c h  an d  s t a t i s t i c s  t h a t  a r e  a v a i la b le  

a r e  i n a d e q u a te  a n d  i n f e r io r  in  q u a li ty  ( " C a r n e g ie  C o m m is s io n  

R e p o r t , "  197 0 , p . 46; C o o k , 1971, p . 7). E v e n  m o r e  s e r i o u s  i s  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  s tu d i e s  d e a l  a lm o s t  e x c lu s iv e ly  w ith  th e  f u l l - t i m e  s tu d e n t .  

C o h en  a n d  B r a w e r ,  e d i to r s  of T h e  H u m a n it ie s  in  th e  T w o -Y e a r  C o l­

le g e ,  p o in te d  o u t th a t  "A C E  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a r e  c o n ­

c e r n e d  o n ly  w ith  f r e s h m e n  w ho a r e  f u l l - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  a n d  w ho  a r e  

a t te n d in g  c o lle g e  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  in  th e  f a l l  of a n y  g iv e n  y e a r "

(1 9 7 5 , p . 3). P a l in c h a k  (1973) c o m m e n te d  th a t  i t  " r e m a in s  b la ta n t ly  

d i f f ic u l t  to  c h a n g e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a c a d e m ic  i n q u i r ie s  th a t  s e e k  to  d e ­

s c r i b e  o n ly  th o s e  s tu d e n ts  w ho a r e  y o u n g , a c a d e m ic ,  f u l l - t i m e ,  

t r a n s f e r - o r i e n t e d  d a y  s tu d e n ts "  (p. 186). T h e r e  i s ,  in d e e d ,  a  

g ro w in g  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  th e  n e e d  f o r  s tu d ie s  on th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  

( E b e r s o l e ,  1975; G a r d n e r ,  1974; G r o e s c h ,  1974; R a in e s ,  1971; "A. 

S tu d y  of A d u lt ,  " 1969; " T h e y  C o m e  P a r t ,  " 197 4 ). P a r t  of th e  c u r ­

r e n t  im p e tu s  to  fu l ly  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  s te m s  f ro m  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  tw o - y e a r  in s t i t u t io n s  a r e  e x p e r ie n c in g  a  d r o p  in  f u l l - t i m e  

e n r o l l m e n t s .  A s  th e  p o p u la t io n  of th e  18 -2 1  y e a r  o ld s  c o n tin u e s  to  

d e c lin e ,  t h is  d o w n w a rd  t r e n d  w il l  b e  a c c e l e r a t e d  " u n le s s  th e  p e r c e n t ­

a g e  of y o u th s  w ho  . . . e n r o l l  r e a c h e s  in c r e d ib ly  h ig h  l e v e l s ,  a b o v e  

th o s e  f o r  a n y  o th e r  p e r io d  in  th e  c o u n tr y 's  h i s t o r y "  ( B e re n d z e n ,

1974, p . 118). H o w e v e r ,  i f  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p o p u la t io n  c o n tin u e s  to
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g ro w  in  th e  c o m m u n i ty  c o l le g e s ,  e n ro l lm e n t s  m a y  r e m a in  s ta b l e  

e v e n  if  th e  f u l l - t i m e  e n r o l lm e n t  c o n tin u e s  to  d r o p  ( " C a rn e g ie  

C o m m is s io n  R e p o r t , "  1970, p . 35). A s t h e ,M e r c e r  C o u n ty  C o m m u ­

n i ty  C o l le g e  s tu d y  c o n c lu d e d , " a n  in c r e a s in g  p e r c e n ta g e  of th e  F u l l -  

T im e  E q u iv a le n t  s t a t i s t i c s  w il l  b e  th e  r e s u l t  of p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  

g ro w th .  T h e s e  f in d in g s  i n d ic a te  th a t  th e  f i s c a l  s ta b i l i ty  of th e  C o l­

le g e  m a y  b e  i n c r e a s in g ly  d e p e n d e n t  up o n  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  

e n r o l lm e n t "  ( " T h e y  C o m e  P a r t , "  1974, p . 11).

S ta te m e n t  of th e  P r o b le m

C o m m u n ity  c o lle g e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  f a c in g  a  d i le m m a :  T h e i r

f in a n c ia l  w e l l - b e in g  d e p e n d s  on  a  s tu d e n t  p o p u la t io n  a b o u t  w h ic h  th e y  

k n o w  l i t t l e .  W ho a r e  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts ?  W hy a r e  th e y  in  th e  

c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e ?  W hy do th e y  le a v e ?  W hy do th e y  s ta y ?

B u lp it t  (1973) r e f e r s  to  th e  a d u lt  s tu d e n t  a s  a  " s u b je c t  of g ro w in g  

i n t e r e s t  a n d  c o n c e r n ,  " an d  w h ile  n o t  a l l  a d u lt  s tu d e n ts  a r e  p a r t - t i m e  

s tu d e n ts ,  th e  m a j o r i t y  w o u ld  b e  r e p r e s e n te d  in  th a t  c a te g o r y .  A s  

B u lp i t t  e la b o r a te d :

C o l le g e  o f f ic ia l s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  p r o je c t in g  e n r o l lm e n t s  

in  o r d e r  to  p la n  f o r  f a c i l i t i e s  an d  s ta f f in g  a r e  f a c e d  w ith  

a  w h o le  n ew  s e t  of v a r i a b l e s  w h ic h  r e f u s e  to  r e m a in  c o n ­

s ta n t .  T h e  a d u lt  s tu d e n t  w ho  is  a t te n d in g  o r  p la n n in g  to  

a t t e n d  a  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  m a y  n o t h a v e  g r a d u a te d  f r o m
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h ig h  s c h o o l;  m a y  h a v e  g r a d u a te d  f iv e ,  te n ,  f i f te e n  o r  

tw e n ty  y e a r s  ago ; o r  m a y  a l r e a d y  h a v e  a  c o lle g e  d e g r e e .

(p . 55)

E v e n  c a s u a l  o b s e r v e r s  of c o m m u n i ty  c o l le g e s  a r e  a w a r e  of th e  

f in a n c ia l  p r o b le m s  th a t  p la g u e  th e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  G le a z e r  (1973) 

s u m m a r i z e d  th e  p a r a m e te r s  a s  g e tt in g  fu n d s  f r o m  lo c a l  t a x p a y e r s ,  

n o t e n o u g h  s u p p o r t  a t  th e  s ta t e  l e v e l ,  i n f la t io n ,  a n d  th e  c o m m u n ity  

c o l l e g e s '  c o m m itm e n t  to  low  tu i t io n  r a t e s  (p p . 1 7 5 -1 8 5 ). H o w e v e r,  

i f  o n e  o th e r  v a r i a b l e - - e n ro l lm e n t  p r o je c t i o n s  - - i s  a d d e d  to  th is  l i s t ,  

i t  b e c o m e s  c l e a r  w hy  a n s w e r s  a b o u t  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  a r e  u r g e n t ly  

n e e d e d .  I f  i t  h a s  b e e n  d i f f ic u l t  to  p r o j e c t  e n r o l lm e n t s  w h en  s tu d e n t  

b o d ie s  w e r e  m o s t ly  f u l l - t i m e ,  1 9 -21  y e a r  o ld s ,  th e  p r o b le m s  

in v o lv e d  in  p r o je c t in g  e n ro l lm e n ts  w h e n  th e  s tu d e n t  b o d y  i s  l a r g e ly  

p a r t - t i m e  a r e  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  i n c r e a s e d .  T h e r e  c a n  b e  l i t t l e  d o u b t th a t  

f lu c tu a t in g  F u l l - T i m e  E q u iv a le n t  (F T E )  e n r o l lm e n t s  c r e a t e  f in a n c ia l  

d i f f ic u l t i e s  f o r  c o m m u n i ty  c o l le g e s .  E n r o l l m e n t s  m a d e  up of 40 p e r ­

c e n t  to  50 p e r c e n t  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  w ho  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t h a v e  a  

s t r o n g  c o m m itm e n t  (o r  n eed ) to  c o n tin u e  in  c o lle g e  m a k e  i t  e x tr e m e ly  

d i f f ic u l t  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  to  p r o je c t  e n r o l lm e n t s  f r o m  y e a r  to  y e a r .

T h e  f a c t  t h a t  s ta t e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  a r e  b a s e d  on a n  in s t i t u t io n 's  p r o ­

j e c t e d  e n r o l lm e n t  r e p o r t s  m a k e s  th e  s i t u a t io n  f in a n c ia l ly  c r i t i c a l .

A s A l f r e d  (1972) h a s  s ta te d :

I r r e s p e c t i v e  of th e  n a tu r e  a n d  m a g n i tu d e  o f o th e r  in c o m e
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s o u r c e s ,  th e  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  d e p e n d s  

h e a v i ly  on s tu d e n t  f e e s  an d  s t a t e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  on a  p e r  

s tu d e n t  b a s i s  f o r  u n r e s t r i c t e d  in c o m e  w ith  w h ic h  to  m e e t  

o p e ra t in g  e x p e n s e s .  W hen  s tu d e n t  a t t r i t i o n  i s  h ig h , th e  

i n s t i t u t io n a l  b u d g e t,  ty p ic a l ly  u n d e r  s t r a in ,  m a y  b e  

u n a b le  to  b a la n c e  e x p e n s e s ,  a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e r e  i s  

i n c r e a s e d  c o n c e r n  o v e r  s tu d e n t  a t t r i t i o n ,  (p . 2)

A lm o s t  n o th in g  is  k n o w n  a b o u t th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  a s  a  p e r -  

s i s t e r  o r  a s  a  n o n p e r s i s t e r .  W h ile  e d u c a to r s  h a v e  g e n e r a l ly  a g r e e d  

t h a t  a t t r i t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  a  lo s s  in  t im e ,  m o n e y ,  an d  h u m a n  r e s o u r c e s  

( B la i ,  1972; C r o s s ,  1968; H a c k m a n  & D y s in g e r ,  1970), s tu d ie s  a b o u t 

a t t r i t i o n  h a v e  g e n e r a l ly  fo c u s e d  on f u l l - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  w ho  d r o p  o u t of 

f o u r - y e a r  c o lle g e s  o r  h ig h  s c h o o l.  A s t in  (1975) e l im in a te d  s tu d e n ts  

w h o  p la n n e d  to  e a r n  a n  a s s o c i a te  d e g r e e  f r o m  h is  c o m p r e h e n s iv e ,  

f o u r - y e a r  lo n g itu d in a l  s tu d y  of c o lle g e  d r o p o u ts  (p p . 6 -7 ) .  H e d id  

n o t  d e a l  w ith  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  a t  a l l .

A t t r i t i o n  r a t e s  a r e  t r a d i t i o n a l ly  h ig h  f o r  c o m m u n ity  c o l le g e s .  

C r o s s  (1968) s ta t e d  th a t  " e v e ry o n e  w ho  h a s  a n y  k n o w le d g e  of c o m m u ­

n i ty  c o lle g e s  is  a w a r e  of th e  t r e m e n d o u s ly  h e a v y  d ro p  o u t d u r in g  th e  

f r e s h m a n  y e a r "  (p . 208). B la i  (1972) r e p o r t e d  a  s tu d y  w h ic h  r e ­

v e a le d  th a t  o v e r  a  f o u r - y e a r  p e r io d  " a p p r o x im a te ly  62%" of th e  c o m ­

m u n ity  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  "d id  n o t  r e c e i v e  a  d e g r e e "  (p. 7). M ah o n  

(1 9 7 4 ) fo u n d  th a t  " w h i le  2, 950 s tu d e n ts  h a d  g r a d u a te d  f r o m  th e
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C o lle g e  [B u c k s  C o u n ty  C o m m u n ity  C o lle g e ]  b e tw e e n  S e p te m b e r ,

1965, a n d  A u g u s t ,  1973, a n o th e r  8 , 605 s tu d e n ts  e a r n e d  l e s s  th a n  12 

c r e d i t s  of a c a d e m ic  w o rk  w ith  a  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e  of 2. 00 o r  b e t ­

t e r  b u t  w i th d re w  f r o m  th e  C o l le g e "  (p. 1). L a n d r i t h  (1971) s ta t e d  

t h a t  " h ig h  a t t r i t i o n  r a t e s  in  p u b l ic  t w o - y e a r  c o l le g e s  a r e  b e g in n in g  to  

s h a t t e r  th e  A m e r i c a n  d r e a m  of a  p o s t - h ig h  s c h o o l  e d u c a t io n  f o r  a l l .

A t l e a s t  h a l f  of th e  s tu d e n ts  e n te r in g  ju n io r  c o lle g e s  d ro p  o u t p r io r  

to  c o m p le tin g  tw o y e a r s "  (p . 49 ). C o p e  an d  H a n n a h  (1975) c o n c lu d e d  

t h a t  th e  a t t r i t i o n  r a t e  f o r  c o m m u n i ty  c o l le g e s  i s  m u c h  h ig h e r  th a n  i t  

i s  f o r  f o u r - y e a r  in s t i t u t io n s  a n d  th a t  " a b o u t  tw o  s tu d e n ts  in  e v e r y  10 

e n te r in g  a  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  s ta y  on to  c o m p le te  th e  r e q u i r e m e n ts  

f o r  a n  a s s o c i a t e  d e g r e e "  (p. 2). E v e n  l e s s  i s  k n o w n  s p e c i f ic a l l y  

a b o u t  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a t  th e  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e .  H o w ­

e v e r ,  i t  a p p e a r s  th a t  a t t r i t i o n  i s  e v e n  h ig h e r  f o r  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  

th a n  f o r  f u l l - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  (N ic k e n s ,  1976, p . 322; T r e n t  &

M e d s k e r ,  196 8 , p . 90). A l f r e d  (1972) fo u n d  th a t:

A p p r o x im a te ly  23 p e r c e n t  of a l l  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  

e n r o l l e d  d u r in g  th e  f a l l  s e m e s t e r ,  1971, in  th e  M e t r o ­

p o l i ta n  J u n io r  C o lle g e  D i s t r i c t  t e r m in a t e d  s tu d y  w h e r e a s  

th e  p e r c e n ta g e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f a t t r i t i o n  f o r  f u l l - t i m e  s tu ­

d e n ts  r e a c h e d  a  f ig u r e  o f te n  p e r c e n t ,  (p . 10)

In  th e  p a s t ,  m a n y  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e s  h a v e  a v o id e d  th e  i s s u e  of 

th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  f u l l - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  b y
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r e f e r r i n g  to  th e m  a s  " s to p - o u ts .  " T h e r e  i s  c o n s id e r a b l e  e v id e n c e  

th a t  m a n y  s tu d e n ts  do r e t u r n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h is  f a c t  d o e s  n o t e l im in a te  

th e  i n s t i t u t i o n 's  o b l ig a t io n  to  a s c e r t a i n  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  s e t  of c i r c u m ­

s ta n c e s  t h a t  w e r e  p r e s e n t  a t  th e  t im e  th e  d e c is io n  w a s  m a d e  b y  th e  

s tu d e n t  n o t  to  r e t u r n .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th e  a s s u m p t io n  th a t  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  h a v e  

v e r y  l im i t e d  g o a ls  a n d  do n o t r e t u r n  b e c a u s e  th e y  m e t  t h e i r  g o a ls  i s  

u n s u p p o r te d .  T h e r e  i s  r e a s o n  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  s o m e  p a r t - t i m e  s t u ­

d e n ts  d e c id e  to  d is c o n t in u e  c o lle g e  b e f o r e  th e y  h a v e  m e t  t h e i r  g o a ls .

In  th e  f a l l  of 1972, K e llo g g  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e  c o n d u c te d  a  s u r v e y  of 

s tu d e n ts  w ho  le f t  a f t e r  one s e m e s t e r .  S e v e n ty - s e v e n  p e r c e n t  of th e  

r e s p o n d e n t s  in d ic a te d  th a t  th e y  h a d  n o t  a c h ie v e d  th e  g o a ls  th e y  s e t  

b e f o r e  e n r o l lm e n t .  W h ile  th e  a b o v e  s tu d y  d id  n o t  d i s t in g u is h  p a r t -  

t im e  s tu d e n ts  f r o m  f u l l - t i m e  s tu d e n ts ,  i t  c a n  b e  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  p a r t -  

t im e  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  p r o p o r t io n a t e ly  r e p r e s e n te d .  G le a z e r  (1973) 

s ta t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  is  " m o u n tin g  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  s tu d e n ts  w ho le a v e  [ th e  

c o m m u n i ty ]  c o lle g e  w ith  p o o r  g r a d e  r e c o r d s ,  g o a ls  n o t a c h ie v e d ,  

a n d  f e e l in g  of f r u s t r a t i o n  an d  f a i l u r e "  (p . 87 ).

I f  th e  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  i s  g o in g  to  l iv e  up  to  i t s  " c o m m u n ity "  

c o l le g e  c o n c e p t ,  i t  w i l l  h a v e  to  b e g in  to  g iv e  a  f a c e ,  a  b o d y , le g s  

a n d  a r m s  to  i t s  "n e w  m a j o r i t y .  " E v e n  m o r e ,  th e  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  

w i l l  h a v e  to  r e a l i z e  th a t  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  r e p r e s e n t s  a  m a j o r i t y  

of i t s  s tu d e n t  b o d y . A nd  th is  b e in g  t r u e ,  th e  n e e d  f o r  s tu d ie s
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c o n c e r n in g  th e  a t t r i t i o n  o f p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  b e c o m e s  i m p e r a t i v e .  

In d e e d ,  w ho a r e  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t s ?  W hy a r e  th e y  in  th e  c o m ­

m u n ity  c o lle g e ?  W hy do th e y  l e a v e ?  W hy do th e y  s ta y ?  F in d in g  

th e  a n s w e r s  to  th e s e  q u e s t io n s  a r e  i m p o r ta n t  to  th e  s u r v iv a l  of th e  

c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e .

P u r p o s e  a n d  O b je c tiv e s

T h e  p u r p o s e  of t h is  s tu d y  w a s  to  d e s c r i b e  an d  c o m p a r e  s p e c i f ic  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  

T h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  p o t e n t i a l ly  d i s c r im in a t in g  v a r i a b l e s  th a t  

c o u ld  b e  u s e d  in  th e o r y  d e v e lo p m e n t  an d  f u tu r e  e m p i r ic a l  r e s e a r c h .

S p e c if ic a l ly ,  th e  o b je c t iv e s  of th e  s tu d y  w e r e :

1. T o  c o m p a r e  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  w ith  th e  p a r t - t i m e  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  to  d e te r m in e  if  s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  e x is te d  on c r i t e ­

r io n  m e a s u r e s  s u c h  a s  a g e , s e x ,  m a r i t a l  s t a tu s ,  b i r t h  o r d e r  in  f a m ­

i ly ,  r e l ig io n ,  h ig h  s c h o o l g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e ,  a n d  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls .

2. T o  g a in  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f w hy  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  

p e r s i s t  in  c o lle g e  b y  id e n t i fy in g  f a c t o r s  w h ic h  c o n tr ib u te  to  p e r s i s t ­

e n c e .

3. T o  g a in  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of w hy  p a r t - t i m e  m a le  an d  

f e m a le  s tu d e n ts  do n o t c o n tin u e  in  c o lle g e  by  id e n t i fy in g  th e  i n h ib i t ­

in g  f a c t o r s  w h ic h  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n .

4. T o  d e te r m in e  th e  e m o t io n a l  r e s p o n s e  to  th e  d e c is io n  n o t to
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r e t u r n .

5. T o  c o m p a r e  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s 1 o r ig in a l  g o a ls  

w ith  t h e i r  f u tu r e  p la n s  in  o r d e r  to  d e te r m in e  i f  t h e i r  g o a ls  h a v e  b e e n  

m e t .

Q u e s t io n s  a n d  H y p o th e s e s

Q u e s t io n s  a d d r e s s e d  b y  th e  s tu d y  w e r e :

1. W h a t a r e  th e  s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  p a r t - t i m e  p e r ­

s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on c r i t e r i o n  m e a s u r e s  s u c h  a s  

a g e ,  s e x ,  m a r i t a l  s ta tu s ,  b i r t h  o r d e r  in  th e  f a m i ly ,  r e l i g io n ,  h ig h  

s c h o o l  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e ,  a n d  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls ?  T o b e  p r e c i s e ,  

i s  th e  p e r s i s t e r  y o u n g e r  th a n  th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r ?  A r e  m o r e  m a le s  

th a n  f e m a le s  p e r s i s t e r s ?  A r e  m o r e  p e r s i s t e r s  th e  f i r s t  b o r n  o r  

o n ly  c h ild  in  th e  f a m i ly  th a n  th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ?  A r e  t h e r e  an y  d i f ­

f e r e n c e s  in  th e  ty p e  of r e l i g io u s  p r e f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s ?  Do p e r s i s t e r s  h a v e  a  h ig h e r  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  p o in t  

a v e r a g e ?  Do th e  p e r s i s t e r s  h a v e  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  th a n  th e  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s ?

2. H ow  m u c h  d o e s  e a c h  o f th e  fo llo w in g  c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  p e r ­

s i s t e n c e  in  c o lle g e ?

(a) a g e

(b) s e x

(c) m a r i t a l  s t a tu s
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(d) b i r t h  r a n k  in  f a m i ly

(e) r e l i g io u s  b a c k g ro u n d

(f) h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e

(g) h ig h  e d u c a t io n a l  e x p e c ta t io n s

3. H ow  m u c h  d o e s  e a c h  of th e  fo llo w in g  c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  d e c i ­

s io n  n o t  to  r e t u r n  to  c o lle g e ?

(a) e x te r n a l  f a c t o r s  s u c h  a s  f in a n c ia l  p r o b le m s ,  

i l l n e s s  o r  d e a th ,  p r e g n a n c y

(b) in d e c i s io n  a b o u t  g o a ls ,  e m o t io n a l  p r o b le m s

(c) l a c k  of a c a d e m ic  i n te g r a t i o n

(d) la c k  of s o c ia l  i n te g r a t i o n  in c lu d in g  c o lle g e  

s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s

4. H ow  m a n y  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  h a v e  n o n d e g re e  g o a ls ?  

H ow  m a n y  p la n  to  r e t u r n ?  A r e  th e  f a c t o r s  in f lu e n c in g  a m a l e 's  

d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th e  f a c t o r s  in f lu e n c in g  a  

f e m a le 's  d e c is io n ?

5. W h a t i s  th e  e m o t io n a l  r e s p o n s e  to  th e  d e c is io n  n o t  to  

r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r ?  I s  t h e r e  a  lo s s  of c o n f id e n c e ,  a  

s e n s e  of f a i l u r e ,  o r  a n g e r  a t  th e  c o lle g e ?

F r o m  th e  o b je c t iv e s  a n d  q u e s t io n s  of t h is  s tu d y  an d  th e  r e v i e w  

of l i t e r a t u r e ,  s e v e n  h y p o th e s e s  w e r e  d e v e lo p e d . T h e  r e s e a r c h  

h y p o th e s e s  4, 5, an d  7 th a t  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  a r e  s ta t e d  in  

th e  n u ll  f o rm .
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1. T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  a g e  d i s t r ib u t io n  f o r  th e  

p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r  a n d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r .

2. T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of m a l e s  an d  

f e m a le s  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r ­

s i s t e r s .

3. T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f th e  ty p e  of 

m a r i t a l  s ta tu s  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

4. T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  ty p e  o f f a m i ly  b i r t h  r a n k  

d i s t r ib u t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n ­

p e r s i s t e r s .

5. T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  ty p e  of 

c h ild h o o d  r e l ig io n  a n d  a d u lt  r e l i g io u s  p r e f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t -  

t im e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

6. T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  h ig h  

s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r  a n d  th e  p a r t -  

t im e  n o n p e r s i s t e r .

7 . T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  ty p e  of e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  

b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r  an d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r .

D e f in i t io n  of T e r m s

In  o r d e r  to  p r o m o te  a  g r e a t e r  c o n s is te n c y  in  r e a d in g  a n d  i n t e r ­

p r e t in g  th e  s tu d y , th e  fo llo w in g  t e r m s  r e q u i r e  p r e c i s e  d e f in i t io n s  f o r

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



16

th e  p u r p o s e  of th is  s tu d y :

1. C o m m u n ity  c o lle g e :  A  p u b l ic ly  s u p p o r te d  tw o - y e a r  i n s t i t u ­

t io n  o r g a n iz e d  to  s e r v e  a  s p e c i f ic  g e o g ra p h ic  a r e a  o f fe r in g  tw o - y e a r  

c u r r i c u lu m s  le a d in g  to  a s s o c i a t e  d e g r e e s ,  w ith  a  n u m b e r  of s h o r t ­

t e r m  an d  o n e - y e a r  p r o g r a m s  of s tu d y  le a d in g  to  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  T h e  

m a jo r i t y ,  b u t  n o t a l l ,  o f fe r  o c c u p a t io n a l  an d  a d u lt  e d u c a t io n .  A s 

u s e d  h e r e in ,  th e  t e r m  " c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e "  i s  sy n o n y m o u s  w ith  

" ju n io r  c o lle g e "  " tw o - y e a r  c o lle g e "  a n d /o r  " c o m m u n ity  ju n io r  

c o lle g e .  "

2. P a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t:  A ny  s tu d e n t  e n ro l le d  in  s tu d ie s  a t  c o m ­

m u n ity  c o lle g e s  o r  f o u r - y e a r  i n s t i tu t io n s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  f o r  l e s s  

th a n  a  fu l l  lo a d . F o r  th is  s tu d y  " p a r t - t i m e "  h a s  b e e n  d e f in e d  a s  

c a r r y in g  e ig h t  c r e d i t  h o u r s  o r  l e s s  p e r  s e m e s t e r  o r  12 c r e d i t  h o u r s  

o r  l e s s  p e r  a c a d e m ic  y e a r - - e x c lu d in g  s u m m e r  a n d /o r  i n t e r im  s e s ­

s io n s .

3. P a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s :  A ny  s tu d e n t  w ho c o m p le te d  a  p r o ­

g r a m  of s tu d y  le a d in g  to  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  a  d e g r e e  an d  w ho  c a r r i e d  

12 c r e d i t  h o u r s  o r  l e s s  p e r  a c a d e m ic  y e a r - - e x c lu d in g  s u m m e r  

a n d /o r  i n t e r im  s e s s i o n s .

4. P a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s :  A ny  s tu d e n t  w ho  c a r r i e d  l e s s  

th a n  e ig h t  c r e d i t  h o u r s  and  d id  n o t r e t u r n  f o r  th e  s u c c e e d in g  s e m e s ­

t e r - - e x c lu d in g  s u m m e r  a n d /o r  i n t e r im  s e s s i o n s .

5. P a r t - t i m e  d ro p o u t:  A ny  s tu d e n t  w ho d id  n o t r e t u r n  f o r  th e
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s u c c e e d in g  s e m e s t e r - - e x c lu d in g  s u m m e r  a n d /o r  i n t e r i m  s e s s i o n s - -  . 

w ho c a r r i e d  l e s s  th a n  e ig h t  c r e d i t  h o u r s ,  w ho d id  n o t  m e e t  h i s  o r  

h e r  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  an d  d o e s  n o t p la n  to  r e t u r n  to  c o l l e g ia t e  s tu d y .

L im i ta t io n s  o f th e  S tu d y

T h is  s tu d y  i s  l im i t e d  to  K e llo g g  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e  lo c a te d  in  

B a t t l e  C r e e k ,  M ic h ig a n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l ic a t io n  of th e  

r e s u l t s  sh o u ld  b e  u n d e r ta k e n  w ith  c a u tio n . T h e  r e s e a r c h  p o p u la t io n  

is  f r o m  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  an d  t r a n s f e r  of g e n e r a l i z a ­

tio n s  to  o th e r  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e s  sh o u ld  b e  q u a li f ie d .  H o w e v e r ,  

s in c e  th e  i n te n t  of th e  s tu d y  is  p r im a r i l y  to  d e s c r i b e  s tu d e n t  c h a r a c ­

t e r i s t i c s  an d  p o te n t i a l ly  d i s c r im in a t in g  v a r i a b l e s ,  i t  s e r v e s  a s  a  

lo g ic a l  b a s e  f o r  d e v e lo p in g  t h e o r i e s  an d  f u tu r e  e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h .

In  th e  d a ta  c o lle c t in g  s ta g e  of th e  s tu d y , i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  to  

d e p e n d  u pon  th e  a c c u r a c y  of th e  d a ta  s to r e d  in  th e  c o m p u te r  f o r  g e n ­

e ra t in g  a  c o r r e c t  l i s t  of s tu d e n ts  w ho s ig n e d  up f o r  o n e  s e m e s t e r  an d  

d id  n o t r e t u r n  th e  fo llo w in g  s e m e s t e r .  W ith  th is  l i s t  a n d  th e  s tu d e n t  

r e c o r d s ,  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  id e n t i f ie d .

W h ile  th e  r e s p o n s e  w a s  go o d  f o r  p a r t - t i m e  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e  

s tu d e n ts ,  th e  s u r v e y  c o n c lu s io n s  a r e  l im i te d  by  th e  f a c t  t h a t  n o t a l l  

th e  s u b je c t s  r e s p o n d e d .  T h e  in c lu s io n  of th e  n o n r e s p o n d e n ts  m a y  

h a v e  a l t e r e d  th e  f in d in g s ,  b u t  a  r e s p o n d e n t  b ia s  c h e c k  d id  r e m o v e  

c o n c e r n  o v e r  th is  p o s s ib i l i ty .
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CH APTER II

R E V IE W  O F  L IT E R A T U R E  

I n tr o d u c tio n

T h e  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  of th is  s tu d y , a s  s ta t e d  in  C h a p te r  I , w a s  

to  d e s c r i b e  an d  c o m p a r e  s p e c i f ic  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of p a r t - t i m e  p e r ­

s i s t e r s  a n d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a s  a  b e g in n in g  f o r  f u tu r e  t h e o ­

r e t i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  an d  e m p i r ic a l  r e s e a r c h .  T h e  i n i t i a l  d a ta  c a m e  

f r o m  a  r e v ie w  of l i t e r a t u r e  r e l a te d  to  t h is  s tu d y .  S o u r c e s  u s e d  

w e r e :  T h e  E d u c a tio n a l  I n d e x , D i s s e r t a t i o n  A b s t r a c t s , E R IC  F i l e s ,

a n d  th e  J u n io r  C o lle g e  D i s s e r t a t i o n  D i r e c t o r y , p u b l is h e d  e a c h  S e p ­

t e m b e r  a s  p a r t  of th e  J u n io r  C o lle g e  J o u r n a l . T h e  r e v ie w  of th e  

l i t e r a t u r e  d id  n o t r e v e a l  an y  s tu d ie s  d e a lin g  s p e c i f ic a l l y  w ith  th e  

p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r  an d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r .  T h e  f i r s t  

l i s t in g  in  th e  E d u c a tio n a l  In d e x  of th e  h e a d in g  " P a r t - t i m e  E d u c a tio n "  

w a s  J u ly  1963.

W h ile  th e  t h r u s t  of th is  s tu d y  w a s  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r  an d  

n o n p e r s i s t e r ,  th e  f i r s t  p h a s e  w a s  d e v o te d  to  c u r r e n t  s tu d ie s  of p a r t -  

t im e  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  in  o r d e r  to  d e v e lo p  a  p r o f i le  of th e  

p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t .  T h e  se c o n d  an d  t h i r d  p h a s e s  r e v ie w e d  th e  l i t e r a ­

t u r e  on  p e r s i s t e n c e  a n d  n o n p e r s i s te n c e .  In  th e  l a s t  tw o  p h a s e s ,  

r e l e v a n t  l i t e r a t u r e  a b o u t  f u l l - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  
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f r o m  f o u r - y e a r  c o lle g e s  a s  w e l l  a s  c o m m u n i ty  c o l le g e s  a r e  in c lu d e d  

in  o r d e r  to  e s ta b l i s h  a  l o g ic a l  b a s e  f o r  d e v e lo p in g  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e .

P a r t - T i m e  S tu d e n ts

T h e  p r o f i le  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  t h a t  e m e r g e s  f r o m  th e  

r e v i e w  of l i t e r a t u r e  i s  b a s e d  p r i m a r i l y  on  s ix  s tu d i e s ,  th e  e a r l i e s t  

b e in g  a  s tu d y  of th e  a d u lt  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  a t  M ohaw k V a l le y  C o m ­

m u n ity  C o lle g e  in  1969. T h e  m a in  p u r p o s e  of th e  M ohaw k V a l le y  

s tu d y  w a s  to  c o m p a r e  th e  p a r t - t i m e  e v e n in g  s tu d e n ts  e n ro l le d  in  a  

p r iv a t e  f o u r - y e a r  c o lle g e  in  N ew  Y o rk  S ta te  w ith  th e  M ohaw k V a l le y  

C o m m u n i ty  C o l le g e  s tu d e n ts .  T h e  s tu d y  is  s ig n i f ic a n t  b e c a u s e  i t  

d e a l s  w ith  th e  " u n s u c c e s s f u l "  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t ,  an d  p o in ts  o u t th e  

n e e d  f o r  m o r e  r e s e a r c h .

A lth o u g h  M a h o n 's  s tu d y  of " S to p - in s  a n d  S to p -o u ts "  in c lu d e d  a l l  

th e  s tu d e n ts  a t  B u c k s  C o u n ty  C o m m u n ity  C o lle g e  f ro m  1 9 6 5 -1 9 7 2 , h e  

d i s c o v e r e d  th a t  77 p e r c e n t  o f th e  s a m p le  w a s  e n ro l le d  a s  p a r t - t i m e  

s tu d e n t s .  T h e  s a m p le  w a s  ta k e n  f r o m  8 , 605 s tu d e n ts  w ho  c o m p le te d  

12 c r e d i t  h o u r s  o r  l e s s  of w o rk  w ith  a t  l e a s t  a  2. 00 g r a d e  p o in t,  b u t  

h a d  w i th d ra w n . M a h o n 's  s tu d y  i s  i m p o r ta n t  b e c a u s e  of th e  l a r g e  

n u m b e r  of p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  in  h i s  s a m p le .  I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  th is  

p r e s e n t  s tu d y  n o t o n ly  in  d e v e lo p in g  a  p r o f i l e  o f th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t ,  

b u t  a l s o  in  d e v e lo p in g  c o n c e p ts  a b o u t  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e n c e  an d  n o n ­

p e r s i s t e n c e .
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G r o e s c h  (1974) u n d e r to o k  a  s tu d y  of a l l  th e  c o m m u n i ty  c o l le g e s  

in  I l l in o i s  in  o r d e r  to  c o l l e c t  d a ta  on th e  s tu d e n t  p o p u la t io n . A s p a r t  

o f th is  s tu d y ,  s h e  id e n t i f i e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  

in  r e g a r d s  to  e m p lo y m e n t  p a t t e r n s  a n d  p u r p o s e s  in  a tte n d in g  th e  c o m ­

m u n ity  c o lle g e .  H e r  s tu d y  w a s  s o m e w h a t  l im i t e d  by  th e  f a c t  th a t  

o n ly  h a l f  of th e  c o m m u n ity  c o l le g e s  in  I l l in o i s  r e s p o n d e d ,  a n d  of 

th o s e  w ho  d id  r e s p o n d  o n ly  16 p r o v id e d  h e r  w ith  u s a b le  h i s t o r i c a l  

in fo r m a t io n .

Tw o s tu d ie s  th a t  w e r e  v e r y  u s e fu l  in  d e v e lo p in g  a  p r o f i l e  of th e  

c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  w e r e  th e  s tu d y  of p a r t - t i m e  

e x te n s io n  s tu d e n ts  a t  M e r c e r  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e  (" T h e y  C o m e  P a r t , "  

1974) a n d  E b e r s o l e 's  (1975) s tu d y  a t  H a r r i s b u r g  A r e a  C o m m u n ity  

C o l le g e .  T h e  f o r m e r  r e p o r t  w a s  b a s e d  on a  s u rv e y  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  

an d  e x te n s io n  s tu d e n t  p o p u la t io n  of M e r c e r  C o u n ty  C o m m u n ity  C o l ­

le g e  f o r  th e  f a l l  of 1973. E b e r s o l e 's  s tu d y  t r a c e d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f 

th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  o v e r  a  p e r io d  of f iv e  y e a r s .

A l f r e d  (1975) r e p o r t e d  on th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of e n te r in g  s t u ­

d e n ts ,  1 9 7 4 -7 5 , a t  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e .  H is  s tu d y  

w a s  u s e fu l  in  id e n tify in g  th e  g o a ls  h e ld  b y  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts .

A lth o u g h  A l f r e d  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  th e  t o ta l  n u m b e r  of e n te r in g  s t u ­

d e n ts ,  h e  m a d e  s o m e  d i s t in c t io n s  b e tw e e n  f u l l - t i m e  an d  p a r t - t i m e  

s tu d e n ts .

T h e  a b o v e  s tu d ie s  h a v e  c o n tr ib u te d  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  in  th e
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fo llo w in g  p r o f i le  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  a c c o r d in g  to  a g e ,  s e x ,  

m a r i t a l  s t a tu s ,  e m p lo y m e n t  p a t t e r n s ,  an d  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a l s .

AS®.

T h e  s te r e o ty p e  o f th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  i s  t h a t  of a  m id d le -  

a g e d  e v e n in g  s tu d e n t .  A  r e v ie w  of th e  l i t e r a t u r e  s u g g e s t s  th a t  th is  

s te r e o ty p e  m a y  n o t  b e  a c c u r a t e .  W h ile  th e  r e s e a r c h  s t i l l  s u p p o r t s  

th e  c o n c e p t  t h a t  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  is  th e  a d u lt  s tu d e n t  ( B u r e a u  of 

C e n s u s ,  1975, p . 1; G r o e s c h ,  1974, p . 50; R a in e s ,  1971, p . 178), 

E b e r s o l e  (1975) fo u n d  a  " l a r g e  n u m b e r  of y o u th  an d  d a y t im e  s tu d e n ts  

a m o n g  th e  p a r t - t i m e r s  a t  H a r r i s b u r g  A r e a  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e "

(p. 3). M ah o n  (1974) fo u n d  th a t  15 p e r c e n t  of th e  " S to p - in s "  an d  

" S to p -o u ts "  w e r e  e n r o l l e d  a s  p a r t - t i m e  d ay  s tu d e n ts  (p. 8).

E b e r s o l e  (1975) a l s o  fo u n d  th a t  40 p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  

w e r e  u n d e r  th e  a g e  o f 25 (p. 30). S in c e  th e  E b e r s o l e  s tu d y  w a s  n o t 

r e s t r i c t e d  to  th e  e v e n in g  p r o g r a m  a t  H a r r i s b u r g ,  h i s  r e s u l t s  in c lu d e d  

p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  f r o m  th e  d a y  p r o g r a m  a n d  p o in te d  o u t th e  f a c t  th a t  

p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  a r e  n o t  a lw a y s  th e  o ld e r  ev e n in g  s tu d e n t .  F o r  

e x a m p le ,  h e  fo u n d  th a t  "7%  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts "  w e r e  " b e tw e e n  

th e  a g e s  of 15 an d  19, w ith  10% of th is  a g e  g ro u p  b e in g  a c c e l e r a t e d  

h ig h  sc h o o l  s tu d e n ts "  (p . 26). P r e v io u s  s tu d ie s  w h ic h  h a v e  n o t 

in c lu d e d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  d a y  s tu d e n ts  m ig h t  n o t r e f l e c t  th e  n u m b e r  of 

you n g  h ig h  sc h o o l  s tu d e n ts  w ho w e r e  on a c c e l e r a t e d  o r  a d v a n c e d
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p la c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s .  T h e y  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  a l s o  f a i l  to  c o n s id e r  th e  

" r e v e r s e  t r a n s f e r  s tu d e n t ,  " w ho  e n r o l l s  in  th e  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  

a f t e r  a tte n d in g  o n e  o r  tw o  s e m e s t e r s  a t  th e  f o u r - y e a r  in s t i t u t io n .

S e x  an d  M a r i ta l  S ta tu s

T h e  r e v i e w  of th e  l i t e r a t u r e  s u g g e s te d  th a t  th e  n u m b e r  of 

w o m e n  w ho a r e  s tu d e n ts  b o th  f u l l - t i m e  a n d  p a r t - t i m e  m a y  b e  i n ­

c r e a s in g .  " S in c e  1970, t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  131. 3% i n c r e a s e  in  w o m e n  

s tu d e n ts  in  c o m m u n i ty  an d  ju n io r  c o lle g e s  c o m p a r e d  w ith  to ta l  

e n r o l lm e n t  i n c r e a s e s  of 1 0 7 .6 %  in  tw o - y e a r  c o l l e g e s "  (N o rd h , 1975, 

p . 2). V a n v o r s t  (1977) r e p o r t e d  th a t  th is  t r e n d  c a n  a l s o  b e  o b s e rv e d  

a t  M ic h ig a n  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty .  " In  1975 th e r e  w e r e  1, 436 w o m e n  [24  

y e a r s  an d  o ld e r ]  c o m p a r e d  to  th e  1976 f ig u r e  of 1, 5 43 . T h e  n u m b e r  

of m e n  d e c lin e d  f r o m  2, 318 to  2, 2 49" (p . 5). H ow  m a n y  of t h e s e  

w o m e n  s w e l l  th e  r a n k s  of p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  h a s  n o t  b e e n  d e t e r ­

m in e d .  H o w e v e r ,  f ig u r e s  f r o m  th e  N a t io n a l  C e n te r  f o r  E d u c a tio n a l  

S t a t i s t i c s  sh o w e d  t h a t  w h ile  m a le  e n r o l lm e n t s  f o r  b o th  f u l l - t i m e  an d  

p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  d e c lin e d  f r o m  1975 to  1976, b o th  f u l l - t i m e  an d  

p a r t - t i m e  f e m a le  e n r o l lm e n t s  i n c r e a s e d  ( " F a l l  E n r o l l m e n t s , "  1977, 

p . 1). A t M e r c e r  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e ,  th e  e n r o l lm e n t  o f p a r t - t i m e  

f e m a le  s tu d e n ts  w a s  g r e a t e r  th a n  th e  f u l l - t i m e  f e m a le  p o p u la t io n  

( " T h e y  C o m e  P a r t ,  " 1974, p. 2). In  c o n t r a s t ,  E b e r s o l e  (1975) 

r e p o r t e d  th a t  " th r e e  o u t of f iv e  [ p a r t - t im e ]  s tu d e n ts  a t  H a r r i s b u r g
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C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e  a r e  m a le "  (p. 30).

T h e  l i t e r a t u r e  a b o u t  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  g e n e r a l ly  d o e s  n o t i n d i ­

c a te  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  ty p e  of m a r i t a l  s t a tu s .  H o w e v e r ,  s tu d ie s  

a t  M e r c e r  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e  sh o w e d  th a t  " a  h ig h e r  p r o p o r t io n  of th e  

p a r t - t i m e  p o p u la t io n  th a n  th e  f u l l - t i m e  p o p u la t io n  w a s  m a r r i e d ,  11% 

v e r s u s  5% r e s p e c t iv e ly "  (" T h e y  C o m e  P a r t , "  1974, p . 2).

E m p lo y m e n t  P a t t e r n s

R a in e s  (1971) s ta t e d  th a t  th e  a d u lt  e v e n in g  s tu d e n t  w a s  g e n e r ­

a l ly  c o n s id e r e d  to  b e  e m p lo y e d  fu ll  t im e  (p . 178). In  1972, G r o e s c h

(1974) fo u n d  " o n ly  24 . 3 p e r c e n t  of th e  t w o - y e a r  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  

s tu d e n ts  a t te n d in g  p a r t - t i m e  [w ho w e re ]  n o t  e m p lo y e d "  (p . 50). T h e  

s tu d y  a t  M e r c e r  C o m m u n ity  C o lle g e  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  p a r t - t i m e  s tu ­

d e n ts  w e r e  " m o r e  l ik e ly  of w o rk in g  s ta tu s ,  [ e i t h e r ]  f u l l - t i m e  o r  p a r t -  

t im e "  ( " T h e y  C o m e  P a r t , "  1974, p . 15). H o w e v e r ,  i f  E b e r s o l e 's

(1975) s tu d y  sh o w in g  th a t  t h e r e  w e r e  y o u n g , d a y tim e  s tu d e n ts  a t t e n d ­

in g  p a r t - t i m e  i s  s u b s ta n t ia t e d ,  i t  m a y  b e  th a t ,  a s  h e  c o n c lu d e d ,  " a  

s ig n i f ic a n t  n u m b e r  of p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  m a y  b e  d a y  s tu d e n ts  w ho 

w o rk  p a r t - t i m e  a t  n ig h t  o r  w ho  m a y  b e  u n e m p lo y e d "  (p . 13).

E d u c a tio n a l  G o a ls

A l f r e d  (1975) s ta t e d  t h a t  " p r e v io u s  r e s e a r c h  h a s  sh o w n  th a t  

m a n y  s tu d e n ts  a t t e n d  tw o - y e a r  c o lle g e s  b e c a u s e  of u n c e r t a in ty  a b o u t
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c a r e e r  i n t e r e s t s  o r  a d v a n c e d  s tu d y "  (p . 4 9 ). H o w e v e r ,  h e  fo u n d  

t h a t  o n ly  f o u r  p e r c e n t  of th e  s tu d e n ts  e n te r in g  th e  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  

C o m m u n i ty  C o l le g e  in  1 9 7 4 -7 5  h a d  " n o  p la n s  a t  a l l "  (p . 5). A  s tu d y  

o f th e  e x p r e s s e d  e d u c a t io n a l  o b je c t iv e s  o f s tu d e n ts  a p p ly in g  fo r  

a d m i s s io n  to  C ity  C o lle g e  a t  S an  F r a n c i s c o  r e v e a l e d  th a t  m o r e  p a r t -  

t im e  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  " u n d e c id e d "  ( " T r e n d s  in  E x p r e s s e d , "  1975, p . 2).

A m o n g  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  I l l in o i s  P u b l ic  C o m m u n ity  

C o l le g e s ,  " p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  e m p lo y m e n t  in  [ th e ]  'O c c u p a t io n a l /C a r e e r  

A r e a '  w a s  th e  n u m b e r  one  r e a s o n  f o r  a t te n d in g  c o lle g e .  " Of th e  

t o ta l  n u m b e r  of p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  r e s p o n d in g ,  39. 2 p e r c e n t  g a v e  

th is  a s  t h e i r  r e a s o n  ( " I l l in o is  P u b l ic  C o m m u n ity ,  " 1975, p . 14). 

G r o e s c h  (1974) r e p o r t e d  th a t  in  1972 t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of th e  s tu d e n ts  

w ho  a t te n d e d  p a r t - t i m e  in  th e  U n ite d  S t a te s  " p u r s u e d  g e n e r a l  e d u c a ­

t io n  a n d  o c c u p a t io n a l  t r a in in g "  (p. 50 ). A t M e r c e r  C o u n ty  C o m m u ­

n i ty  C o l le g e ,  " a  to ta l  of 33% of th e  r e s p o n d in g  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  

i n d ic a te d  th a t  th e  m a jo r  o b je c t iv e s  f o r  a t te n d in g  th e  c o lle g e  f o r  th e  

s e m e s t e r  w a s  f o r  O c c u p a tio n a l  U p g r a d in g "  ( " T h e y  C o m e  P a r t ,  "

1974 , p . 11). M ah o n  (1974) fo u n d  th a t  a m o n g  th e  t o ta l  n u m b e r  of 

" S t o p - in s "  a n d  " S to p -o u ts "  "31%  s a w  t h e i r  a t t e n d a n c e  d i r e c t l y  r e l a te d  

to  t h e i r  c a r e e r  a s  e i t h e r  u p g ra d in g  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  c a r e e r  o r  r e t r a in in g  

f o r  a n o th e r  c a r e e r "  (p. 6 ). E b e r s o l e  (1975) fo u n d  th a t  a lm o s t  24 p e r ­

c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  " s o u g h t  to  u p g r a d e  th e  s k i l l s  u s e d  in  

t h e i r  p r e s e n t  v o c a tio n ,  [w h ile ]  16. 1% h o p e d  to  b e  a b le  to  e n te r  a  n ew
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o c c u p a t io n "  (p. 28).

A t M e r c e r  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e  a  g r e a t e r  p e r c e n ta g e  of th e  s tu ­

d e n ts  w e r e  e n ro l le d  in  t r a n s f e r  p r o g r a m s  ( " T h e y  C o m e  P a r t ,  " 1974, 

p . 2). H o w e v e r ,  E b e r s o l e  (1975) fo u n d  th a t  " o n ly  2 7 .7 %  a t  H a r r i s ­

b u r g  C o m m u n ity  C o lle g e  p la n n e d  to  t r a n s f e r "  (p. 28), an d  M ah o n

(1974) r e p o r t e d  th a t  am o n g  th e  s to p - i n s  an d  s to p - o u ts  " o n ly  16 p e r ­

c e n t  p e r c e iv e d  t h e i r  p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  a tte n d in g  th e  c o lle g e  a s  

e a rn in g  an  A s s o c ia t e  D e g r e e "  (p . 6).

E b e r s o l e  (1975) s ta t e d  t h a t  "24%  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  e n ­

r o l l  f o r  s p e c i f ic  c o u r s e s  of v o c a t io n a l  an d  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  r a t h e r  

th a n  c u r r i c u l a r  p r o g r a m s "  a t  H a r r i s b u r g  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e  (p . 26 ). 

G r o e s c h  (1974) fo u n d  " o n e - q u a r t e r  a t te n d in g  f o r  s o c ia l ,  f a m i ly ,  

r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  o r  c o m m u n ity  r e a s o n s "  (p. 50). M ah o n  (1974) r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  a m o n g  th e  s to p - in s  a n d  s to p - o u t s  " a n o th e r  26 p e r c e n t  s a w  e n r o l l ­

m e n t  in  t e r m s  of p e r s o n a l  e n r i c h m e n t "  (p . 6).

In  s u m m a ry ,  t h e r e  i s  a  l a c k  of k n o w le d g e  a b o u t  th e  p a r t - t i m e  

s tu d e n t  a t  th e  c o m m u n i ty  c o l le g e  ( E b e r s o l e ,  1975, p . 7). F u r t h e r ­

m o r e ,  t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  s u b s ta n t ia l  in  th e  w ay  of s t a t i s t i c s  c o l le c te d  

w ith  r e g u l a r i t y  by  th e  N a t io n a l  G o v e r n m e n t  (" T h e y  C o m e  P a r t ,  "

1974, p. 8). T h e  s tu d ie s  r e v ie w e d  in  th is  r e s e a r c h  p r o m p t  th e  c o n ­

c lu s io n  th a t  th e  s te r e o ty p e  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  m a y  n o t b e  a c c u ­

r a t e .  A s  E b e r s o l e  (1975) h a s  s ta te d :

T h e  p r o f i le  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  in  th e  c o m m u n ity
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c o lle g e  n e e d s  to  b e  e n la r g e d  f r o m  th e  e v e n in g  s tu d e n ts  

to  in c lu d e  d a y  s tu d e n ts ,  f r o m  a d u lt  s tu d e n ts  to  in c lu d e  

y o u th  j u s t  o u t of h ig h  s c h o o l,  f r o m  m id d le - a g e d  h o u s e ­

w iv e s /h o m e m a k e r s  to  in c lu d e  w o rk in g  w iv e s  a n d  you n g  

c a r e e r  w o m e n , (p . 32)

T h e r e  i s  a ls o  a  n e e d  to  e n la r g e  th e  r e a s o n s  w hy  th e y  a t t e n d  

th e  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e .

S tu d ie s  of P e r s i s t e n c e  

H ig h  S c h o o l G r a d e  A v e r a g e s  a n d  E x p e r ie n c e  

In  1953, W e ig a n d  r e p o r t e d  th a t:

P e r s o n n e l  w o r k e r s  h a v e  lo n g  b e e n  a w a r e  th a t  a v e r a g e  

h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e s  an d  t e s t s  of s c h o la s t i c  a c h ie v e m e n t  

a r e  n o t th e  c o m p le te  a n s w e r  in  p r e d i c t i n g  s u c c e s s  in  

c o lle g e  [h o w e v e r]  th e  a b o v e  m e a s u r e s  a r e ,  in  th e  o r d e r  

g iv e n , th e  b e s t  p r e d i c to r s  of a c a d e m ic  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l ­

u r e  a v a i la b le  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e .  (p . 458)

A  re v ie w  of th e  l i t e r a t u r e  s in c e  W e ig a n d 's  c o n c lu s io n  in d ic a te d  

th a t  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e  w a s  th e  v a r i a b le  m o s t  o f te n  

fo u n d  to  c o r r e l a t e  w ith  a c a d e m ic  s u c c e s s  a n d /o r  p e r s i s t e n c e  (A ik en , 

1964; A s t in ,  1972; C r o s s ,  1971; F u l le r to n ,  1976; P a l in c h a k ,  1973; 

T in to ,  1975; T r e n t  M e d s k e r ,  1968; W a l le r ,  1964). H o w e v e r ,
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C o p e  an d  H a n n a h  (1975) in  t h e i r  r e c e n t  s tu d y  of th e  c a u s e s  a n d  c o n ­

s e q u e n c e s  of d ro p p in g  o u t, s to p p in g  o u t an d  t r a n s f e r r i n g  fo u n d  th a t  

e v e n  th e  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e  w a s  n o t r e l i a b l e  a s  a  p r e ­

d i c to r  of p e r s i s t e n c e  d u e , in  p a r t ,  to  th e  v a r i a b i l i ty  of " h ig h  s c h o o ls ,  

c o l le g e s ,  s tu d e n ts ,  a n d  g r a d in g  s y s te m s "  (p. 12). T h e  r e s u l t s  of a  

s tu d y  a t  U t ic a  C o l le g e  a l s o  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  " th e  v a lu e  of th e  h ig h  

sc h o o l  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e  a s  a  p r e d i c to r  of p e r s i s t e n c e  w a s  n o t  

r e l i a b l e "  (B la n c h f ie ld ,  1971, p . 3). O ne  r e a s o n  w hy  th e  h ig h  s c h o o l  

g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e  m ig h t  n o t be  r e l i a b l e  a s  a  p r e d i c to r  of p e r s i s t ­

e n c e  a t  th e  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  is  th a t  th e  " o p e n -d o o r "  p o l ic y  of m o s t  

c o m m u n ity  c o l le g e s  m a k e s  i t  p o s s ib l e  f o r  m a n y  s tu d e n ts  w ho  h a v e  

n o t b e e n  a c a d e m ic a l ly  s t r o n g  in  h ig h  sc h o o l to  a t te n d  th e  c o m m u n i ty  

c o lle g e  an d  o f te n  th e y  s u c c e e d .  In  th is  r e g a r d ,  th e  A m e r i c a n  C o u n ­

c i l  f o r  E d u c a tio n  (A C E ) s tu d y  fo u n d  th a t  " th e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f j u n io r  

c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  r e p o r t in g  l e s s  th a n  a  'B ' a v e r a g e  in  h ig h  s c h o o l  w a s  

56 p e r c e n t ,  c o m p a r e d  to  24 p e r c e n t  f o r  th e  c o lle g e  g r o u p  a n d  19 p e r ­

c e n t  f o r  th e  u n iv e r s i t y  g ro u p "  ( R a in e s ,  1971, p. 179). C h ic k e r in g

(1974) fo u n d  th a t  c o m m u tin g  s tu d e n ts  [w ho c a n  b e  c o m p a r e d  to  c o m ­

m u n ity  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts ]  h a d  lo w e r  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e s  

th a n  r e s i d e n t  h a l l  s tu d e n ts  (p . 48 ).

A ls o , i t  m a y  b e  t h a t  in  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  th e  o p e n -d o o r  p o l ic y  

th e  s t r e n g th  of th e  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e  m a y  w e a k e n  a s  

th e  le n g th  of t im e  b e tw e e n  g ra d u a t io n  an d  c o lle g e  s tu d y  i s  e x te n d e d .
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T h e  o ld e r  s tu d e n t  m a y  n o t  b e  in f lu e n c e d  a s  m u c h  b y  h i s  o r  h e r  

a c a d e m ic  b e h a v io r  in  h ig h  s c h o o l.  H ig h  sc h o o l g r a d e s  m a y  a ls o  

r e f l e c t  o th e r  c o n d it io n s  th a t  a r e  c h a n g e d  o r  m o d if ie d  a s  th e  s tu d e n t  

g ro w s  o ld e r .  A s  M o n ro e  (1972) c o n c lu d e d  " g r a d e s  r e f l e c t  i n t e l l i ­

g e n c e  a s  w e l l  a s  a  h o s t  of o th e r  f a c t o r s "  (p . 210).

O ne  of th e  f i r s t  s tu d ie s  to  r e p o r t  a  r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  

h ig h  s c h o o l  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  p e r s i s t e n c e  in  c o lle g e  w a s  th e  s tu d y  

T r e n t  an d  M e d s k e r  (1968) m a d e  w ith  h ig h  sc h o o l  s e n io r s  in  1959 w ith  

a  fo llo w -u p  in  1963 w h ic h  c o m p a r e d  th e  s tu d e n t s ' s t a t e d  e d u c a t io n a l  

p u r p o s e s  w ith  t h e i r  s u b s e q u e n t  p e r s i s t e n c e  in  c o lle g e .  T h e y  r e ­

p o r te d  th a t  " 6 4  p e r c e n t  of th o s e  s e n io r s  w ho l a t e r  b e c a m e  p e r s i s t e r s  

in  c o lle g e  r e p o r t e d  l ik in g  h ig h  sc h o o l  v e r y  m u c h "  (p. 116). C h a s e  

(1971) a ls o  fo u n d  a  r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  a  s tu d e n t 's  h ig h  s c h o o l  

e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e n c e / p e r s i s t e n c e  in  c o lle g e .  H e s ta t e d  

t h a t  " p e r s i s t e r s  te n d e d  to  b e  p r o p o r t io n a t e ly  o v e r - r e p r e s e n t e d  

a m o n g  th o s e  w ho  to o k  p a r t  in  c o m b in a tio n s  of tw o  o r  m o r e  k in d s  of 

a c t i v i t i e s "  (p . 69 ). T h e  r e s u l t s  of a  s u rv e y  of s tu d e n ts  in  25 

I l l in o i s  h ig h  s c h o o ls  fo u n d  a  p o s i t iv e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  h ig h  g r a d e  

p o in t  a v e r a g e s  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  

( B u s e r ,  L o n g , & T w e e d y , 1973, p . 125). T y p ic a l ly ,  th e  c o m m u ­

n ity  c o lle g e  s tu d e n t  i s  n o t  a s  a p t  to  h a v e  b e e n  in v o lv e d  in  e x t r a c u r ­

r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  in  h ig h  s c h o o l.  A c c o rd in g  to  R a in e s  (1 9 7 1 ), th e  

A C E  n o r m s  sh o w  t h a t  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts :
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A r e  a b o u t  o n e -h a l f  a s  l ik e ly  to  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s i d e n t  of a  

s tu d e n t  o r g a n iz a t io n  o r  e d i to r  of a  s c h o o l n e w s p a p e r  a s  

w o u ld  th o s e  s tu d e n ts  e n te r in g  c o lle g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s .

T h e y  a r e  a ls o  l e s s  l ik e ly  to  h a v e  h a d  a  m a j o r  p a r t  in  a  

p la y , p a r t i c i p a te d  in  a  s p e e c h  c o n te s t ,  p u b l is h e d  a n  o r i g ­

i n a l  p ie c e  of w r i t in g ,  o r  o b ta in e d  a  h ig h  r a t in g  in  a  m u s i c  

c o n te s t .  I t  i s  i n te r e s t in g  to  n o te  th a t  ju n io r  c o lle g e  s t u ­

d e n ts  r e c e i v e  a w a r d s  in  a r t  an d  a th l e t i c s  w ith  a b o u t  th e  

s a m e  f r e q u e n c y  a s  o th e r  s tu d e n ts ,  (p . 179)

E d u c a tio n a l  E x p e c ta t io n s

In  h i s  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  t h e o r e t i c a l  s y n th e s e s  of r e s e a r c h  d e a lin g  

w ith  d r o p o u ts  f r o m  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n ,  T in to  (1975) p o in te d  o u t th e  

r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  s tu d e n t 's  c o m m itm e n t  an d  p e r s i s t e n c e  

r e p o r t e d  b y  a  n u m b e r  of r e s e a r c h e r s .  T in to  s ta t e d  th a t :

O n c e  th e  in d iv id u a l 's  a b i l i ty  i s  ta k e n  in to  a c c o u n t ,  i t  is  

h i s  c o m m itm e n t  to  th e  g o a l  of c o lle g e  c o m p le tio n  th a t  i s  

m o s t  i n f lu e n t ia l  in  d e te r m in in g  c o lle g e  p e r s i s t e n c e .

W h e th e r  m e a s u r e d  in  t e r m s  of e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s ,  e d u c a ­

t io n a l  e x p e c ta t io n s ,  o r  c a r e e r  e x p e c ta t io n s ,  th e  h ig h e r  

th e  l e v e l  o f p la n s ,  th e  m o r e  l ik e ly  th e  in d iv id u a l  i s  to  

r e m a in  in  c o lle g e ,  (p. 10E)

A s t in  (1972) a ls o  r e p o r t e d  th a t  h a v in g  h ig h  d e g r e e  a s p i r a t i o n s
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w a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p r e d i c to r  of p e r s i s t e n c e  (p . 50 ). O th e r s  h a v e  

fo u n d  th a t  th e  s tu d e n t  w ho  p la n s  to  w o rk  b e y o n d  th e  B a c h e lo r 's  

d e g re e  i s  m o r e  l ik e ly  to  p e r s i s t  th a n  th e  s tu d e n t  w h o  d o e s  n o t  (A s tin , 

1975, p . 38; C o p e  8t H a n n a h , 1975, p. 20; " S tu d e n t  R e te n tio n ,  " 1976, 

p . 654; T in to ,  1975 , p . 93). T h e  im p l ic a t io n  t h e s e  s tu d i e s  h a v e  

r e g a r d in g  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  i s  n o t c l e a r .  G e l l  an d  B l ie l  

(1973) fo u n d  a  m o d e r a te  p o s i t iv e  c o r r e la t io n  b e tw e e n  l e v e l s  of e d u ­

c a tio n a l  a s p i r a t i o n  an d  p e r s i s t e n c e  am o n g  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  s tu ­

d e n ts .  T h e y  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  " th o s e  w ho in te n d e d  to  c o m p le te  th e  AA  

[A s s o c ia te  of A r t s ]  a s  t h e i r  h ig h e s t  d e g r e e  a r e  m o r e  l ik e ly  to  d ro p  

o u t of c o lle g e  to  t a k e  a  jo b  th a n  a r e  p e r s o n s  w ho  a s p i r e  to  h ig h e r  

d e g r e e s "  (p . 34).

R e l ig io u s  B a c k g r o u n d

C o p e  f i r s t  e x p lo r e d  th e  in f lu e n c e  of a  s tu d e n t 's  r e l i g io u s  b a c k ­

g ro u n d  on p e r s i s t e n c e  in  1967. C o p e  fo u n d  th a t  " J e w i s h  m e n  h a d  a  

lo w e r  d r o p o u t  r a t e  th a n  d id  R o m a n  C a th o lic  a n d  P r o t e s t a n t  m e n  a n d  

th a t  th e  J e w is h  m a n  w a s  m o r e  l ik e ly  to  p e r s i s t  th a n  th e  J e w is h  

w o m a n "  (C o p e  H a n n a h , 1975, p . 21). In  r e g a r d s  to  p e r s i s t e n c e  

in  c o lle g e ,  A s t in  (1973) fo u n d  th a t  " J e w is h  s tu d e n t s '  c h a n c e s  a r e  

s l ig h tly  b e t t e r  th a n  th o s e  of n o n - J e w is h  s tu d e n ts "  (p . 303). C o p e  

an d  H a n n a h  (1 975) a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  R o s s m a n  a n d  K i r b y ,  w ho  

s tu d ie d  f i r s t  y e a r  d r o p o u ts  w ho  le f t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  of C a l i f o r n ia ,
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fou n d :

T h a t  38 p e r c e n t  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s ,  a s  c o m p a r e d  to  50 

p e r c e n t  of th e  w i th d r a w e r s  w e r e  e i t h e r  a g n o s t ic ,  a th e i s t ,  

h a d  no  f o r m a l  r e l i g io n  o r  no r e l ig io u s  b e l i e f s .  T h e  p e r ­

s i s t in g  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  g e n e r a l ly  m o r e  l ik e ly  to  r e p o r t  

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  p a r t i c i p a te d  in  o r g a n iz e d  r e l i g io u s  g r o u p s .

(p. 21)

A s t in  (1 9 7 5 ), h o w e v e r ,  a ls o  fo u n d  a  r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  

r e l i g io u s  b e l i e f s  of th e  p a r e n t s  an d  th e  s tu d e n t  w ith  p e r s i s t e n c e  an d  

n o n p e r s i s te n c e :

T h e  m o s t  d r o p - o u t - p r o n e  s tu d e n ts  a r e  t h o s e  w h o s e  p a r ­

e n ts  a r e  P r o t e s t a n t  b u t  w ho t h e m s e lv e s  i n d ic a te  no  r e l i g ­

io u s  p r e f e r e n c e .  W h en  a l l  o th e r  f a c t o r s  a r e  h e ld  c o n ­

s ta n t ,  th e  e x p e c te d  d ro p o u t  r a t e  f o r  th is  g r o u p  is  a b o u t  

40 p e r c e n t ,  c o m p a r e d  w ith  an  e x p e c te d  r a t e  o f o n ly  19 

p e r c e n t  a m o n g  th e  l e a s t  d r o p - o u t - p r o n e  g ro u p :  s tu d e n ts

w ith  J e w i s h  p a r e n t s  w ho a ls o  in d ic a te  t h e i r  r e l i g io u s  

p r e f e r e n c e  i s  J e w is h .  T h e  e x p e c te d  r a t e  f o r  C a th o lic  

s tu d e n ts  w ith  C a th o lic  p a r e n t s  i s  a b o u t  26 p e r c e n t ,  w h ile  

th e  e x p e c te d  r a t e  f o r  P r o t e s t a n t  s tu d e n ts  w ith  P r o t e s t a n t  

p a r e n t s  i s  a b o u t  30 p e r c e n t ,  (p. 33)
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B i r th  R a n k

T h e  a b o v e  s tu d ie s  w e r e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  in  d e v e lo p in g  th e  m a j o r  

c o n c e p ts  a b o u t  p e r s i s t e n c e  u s e d  in  t h is  p r e s e n t  s tu d y . H o w e v e r ,  an  

a r t i c l e  b y  Z a jo n e  (1975) s u p p lie d  o n e  o th e r  p o s s ib l e  c o n c e p t  a b o u t  

p e r s i s t e n c e  t h a t  w a s  in t r ig u in g .  Z a jo n e  w r o te  " p a r e n t s  a n d  p s y c h o l ­

o g is t s  h a v e  a lw a y s  r e g a r d e d  f i r s t - b o r n  c h i ld r e n  a s  d i f f e r e n t  o r  s p e ­

c ia l .  W e h a v e  k n o w n  f o r  d e c a d e s  t h a t  f i r s t - b o r n s  a r e  m o r e  l ik e ly  to  

b e  h ig h  a c h ie v e r s  a n d  i n te l l e c tu a l  s t a r s  in  th e  m a n n e r  of G a l i le o ,  

P a s c a l ,  a n d  N e w to n . " F r o m  Z a jo n e 's  e x te n s iv e  s tu d y  of th e  o r d e r  

of b i r t h  a n d  in te l l ig e n c e ,  h e  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  " i t  now  a p p e a r s  t h a t  

b i r t h  o r d e r  i s  r e l a t e d  to  a t  l e a s t  o n e  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  h u m a n  t r a i t :  

in te l l i g e n c e "  (p. 37).

S tu d ie s  of N o n p e r s i s t e n c e

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f h i s  r e v ie w  o f a t t r i t i o n  s tu d i e s ,  T u r n e r  (1970) 

c o n c lu d e d  th a t  "n o  s o lid  p a t t e r n  h a s  y e t  e m e r g e d  on w hy  s tu d e n ts  

l e a v e .  " H o w e v e r ,  " e x p e r t s  a g r e e  t h a t  a t t r i t i o n  i s  n o r m a l ly  d u e  to  a  

c lu s t e r  of r e a s o n s  s p r in g in g  f r o m  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  m a tc h  

b e tw e e n  s tu d e n t  an d  in s t i t u t io n ,  e n v ir o n m e n ta l  f a c t o r s  a n d  o u ts id e  

f o r c e s "  (p . 5). T in to  (1975) n o t o n ly  p e r c e iv e d  th a t  a t t r i t i o n  w a s  th e  

r e s u l t  of a  c lu s t e r  of r e a s o n s ,  h e  p e r c e iv e d  i t  a s  a  " lo n g i tu d in a l  

p r o c e s s  of i n te r a c t io n s  b e tw e e n  th e  in d iv id u a l  a n d  th e  in s t i t u t io n "
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(p . 103). T i n to 's  p e r c e p t io n  of a t t r i t i o n  a s  a  p r o c e s s  r a t h e r  th a n  a  

s t a t i c  c o n d it io n  p r o v id e d  th e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  d e f in in g  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n ­

p e r s i s t e r  a s  a  s tu d e n t  w ho  d id  n o t r e t u r n  f o r  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s ­

t e r .  S in c e  i t  i s  v i r t u a l l y  i m p o s s ib l e  to  d e te r m i n e  w ith o u t d o u b t th a t  

a  s tu d e n t  i s  a  p e r m a n e n t  d ro p o u t,  th e  c o n c e r n  s h o u ld  b e  d i r e c t e d  to  

t h o s e  c o n d it io n s  in  o p e ra t io n  a t  th e  t im e  th e  s tu d e n t  d e c id e s  n o t to  

r e t u r n .  In  o r d e r  to  d e te r m in e  th e  c o n d it io n s  in  o p e ra t io n  w h e n  th e  

d e c is io n  w a s  m a d e  n o t to  r e t u r n ,  T in to 's  c l u s t e r  c o n c e p t  w a s  a ls o  

u s e d .  T h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  le a v in g  f a l l  in to  f o u r  c a te g o r ie s :  e x te r n a l

e n v ir o n m e n t ,  i n d e c i s io n  a b o u t g o a ls ,  la c k  of a c a d e m ic  in te g r a t i o n ,  

an d  la c k  of s o c ia l  i n te g r a t i o n .

A s t in  (1975) s u g g e s te d  th a t  f u tu r e  s tu d ie s  a b o u t  a t t r i t i o n  sh o u ld  

" in c lu d e  m o r e  q u e s t io n s  on s tu d e n ts ' r e a s o n s  f o r  d ro p p in g .  " H e 

th o u g h t t h a t  th e  s u b je c t s  sh o u ld  n o t  b e  l im i t e d  to  c h o o s in g  o n e  s in g le  

r e a s o n  f o r  le a v in g  b u t  th a t  th e y  s h o u ld  in s t e a d  " in d i c a te  th e  d e g re e  

of im p o r ta n c e  of e a c h  p o s s ib le  r e a s o n "  (p. 181). C o p e  an d  H a n n a h

(1975) a ls o  c r i t i c i z e d  th e  o v e r s im p l i f i c a t io n  o f r e a s o n s  f o r  a t t r i t i o n  

a n d  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  a n o th e r  a s p e c t  of o v e r s im p l i f i c a t io n  is  " th e  

a p p a r e n t  l a c k  o f d i f f e r e n t ia t io n  b e tw e e n  s e x e s  in  m a n y  s tu d i e s .  "

T h e y  s ta t e d  t h a t  " r e a s o n s  th a t  a r e  r e l a te d  to  th e  w i th d ra w a l  of 

w o m e n  m a y  b e  d i f f e r e n t  f ro m  th e  r e a s o n s  r e l a t e d  to  th e  w i th d ra w a l  

of m e n .  " N o t to  s e p a r a t e  a c c o r d in g  to  s e x  " o b s c u r e s  d i f f e r e n c e s  

t h a t  a r e  s e x  r e l a te d "  (pp . 8 -9 ) .
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In  th e  d e c is io n  n o t  to  r e t u r n  to  c o l le g e ,  a  s tu d e n t  m a y  r e a c h  a  

b r e a k  p o in t  b e tw e e n  th e  p r e s s  of th e  e x te r n a l  e n v ir o n m e n t  a n d  th e  

i n d iv id u a l 's  p e r s o n a l  g o a ls .  T h e  p a r t - t i m e  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  s tu ­

d e n t  i s  m o r e  d i r e c t l y  in v o lv e d  in  b a la n c in g  th e  e x te r n a l  p r e s s  an d  

p e r s o n a l  g o a ls  th a n  e i t h e r  f u l l - t i m e  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  o r  

f o u r - y e a r  r e s i d e n t i a l  s tu d e n ts .  In  h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h e o r e t i c a l  s y n th e ­

s i s  o f r e s e a r c h  r e l a te d  to  a t t r i t io n ,  T in to  (1975) a p p lie s  th e  " c o s t -  

b e n e f i t"  t h e o r y  to  a t t r i t io n .  A c c o rd in g  to  T i n to 's  a p p l ic a t io n  of th e  

t h e o r y :

I n d iv id u a ls  w i l l  d i r e c t  t h e i r  e n e r g i e s  to w a rd  th a t  a c t iv i ty  

t h a t  i s  p e r c e iv e d  to  m a x im iz e  th e  r a t i o  of b e n e f i ts  to  

c o s t  o v e r  a  g iv e n  t im e  p e r s p e c t i v e .  W ith  r e g a r d s  to  

s ta y in g  in  c o lle g e ,  th is  p e r s p e c t i v e  a r g u e s  t h a t  a  p e r s o n  

w i l l  te n d  to  w i th d ra w  f ro m  c o lle g e  w h e n  h e  p e r c e i v e s  

t h a t  a n  a l t e r n a t iv e  f o r m  of i n v e s tm e n t  o f t im e ,  e n e r g i e s ,  

a n d  r e s o u r c e s  w i l l  y ie ld  g r e a t e r  b e n e f i t s ,  r e l a t i v e  to  

c o s t  o v e r  t im e ,  th a n  w il l  s ta y in g  in  c o l le g e ,  (p p . 9 7 -9 8 )

I f  M a z lo w 's  h i e r a r c h y  of n e e d s  i s  ju x ta p o s e d  w ith  th e  " c o s t -  

b e n e f i t"  th e o r y ,  i t  s e e m s  r e a l i s t i c  to  s u g g e s t  th a t  p h y s io lo g ic a l  n e e d s  

su c h  a s  f in a n c ia l  n e e d s ,  h e a l th  n e e d s ,  e tc .  , w i l l  b e  s t r o n g e r  th a n  

s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  n e e d s .  P e r h a p s  in  th is  r e s p e c t ,  th e  p a r t - t i m e
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c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  s tu d e n t  w i th d ra w s  n o t  so  m u c h  b e c a u s e  th e  g o a l  

d o e s  n o t  s t i l l  s e e m  w o r th  th e  c o s t ,  b u t  r a t h e r  b e c a u s e  p h y s io lo g ic a l  

n e e d s  h a v e  b e c o m e  u r g e n t .  A c c o rd in g  to  M a z lo w , p h y s io lo g ic a l  

n e e d s  m u s t  b e  m e t  ( C a s t e t t e r ,  1971, p p . 1 9 -2 0 ). M o n ro e  (1972) 

c o n c lu d e d  th a t  " c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  te n d  to  p la c e  m o r e  

e m p h a s i s  on r e c e iv in g  im m e d ia te  g o a ls  an d  r e w a r d s  th a n  on p o s t ­

p o n in g  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  of w in n in g  g r e a t e r  r e w a r d s  a t  s o m e  f u tu r e  

d a te "  (p. 199). H o w e v e r ,  th e  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  im m e d ia te  g o a ls  a n d  

r e w a r d s  m a y  b e  th e  r e s u l t  o f th e  p r e s s  of th e  e x te r n a l  e n v ir o n m e n t  

r a t h e r  th a n  an  in a b i l i ty  to  s u s ta in  g r a t i f i c a t i o n .  C e r ta in ly  e x te r n a l  

c o n d it io n s  th a t  a r e  f in a n c ia l  in  n a tu r e  m u s t  h a v e  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  

r a m i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts .  In  h i s  lo n g itu d in a l  s tu d y  of 

n o n p e r s i s te n c e ,  A s t in  (1975) fo u n d  th a t  " f in a n c ia l  d i f f ic u l t i e s "  w a s  

o n e  of th e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t ly  g iv e n  r e a s o n s  f o r  d ro p p in g  o u t of c o lle g e  

b y  b o th  m e n  an d  w o m e n  (p . 15). M a h o n  (1972) fo u n d  th a t  22 p e r c e n t  

of th e  s to p - o u t s  " in d ic a te d  th a t  th e y  w i th d re w  d u e  to  e m p lo y m e n t  

r e a s o n s  o r  b e c a u s e  of la c k  of t im e "  (p. 15). F in a n c i a l  c o n c e r n s  

s e e m  in h e r e n t  in  th e  d e c is io n  to  a t te n d  c o lle g e  on a  p a r t - t i m e  b a s i s .  

F r o m  h is  s tu d y  o f 15 F l o r i d a  c o m m u n i ty  c o l le g e s ,  N ic k e n s  (1976) 

fo u n d  th a t  th e  t h r e e  r e a s o n s  f o r  n o t r e tu r n in g  to  c o lle g e  th a t  r a n k e d  

th e  h ig h e s t  w e r e  " w o rk  c o n f l ic t ,  " " m o r e  im p o r ta n t  p e r s o n a l  c o m ­

m itm e n t ,  " an d  " o b ta in e d  a  jo b "  (p. 327 , T a b le  V I).

A s  e a r l y  a s  1964, A s t in  fo u n d  in  h i s  s tu d y  of " P e r s o n a l  an d
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E n v i ro n m e n t  F a c to r s  A s s o c ia t e d  w i th  C o lle g e  D ro p o u ts  A m o n g  H ig h -  

A p t i tu d e  S tu d e n ts "  th a t  w o m e n  a p p e a r e d  to  b e  in f lu e n c e d  m o r e  by- 

e x te r n a l  f a c t o r s  th a n  m e n  (p . 2 2 5 ). S n y d e r  an d  B lo c k e r  (1969) a ls o  

fo u n d  th a t  " m o r e  f e m a le s  th a n  m a l e s  in d ic a te d  e m p lo y m e n t ,  m a r ­

r i a g e ,  m o v e d  a n d  i l l n e s s "  a s  r e a s o n s  f o r  le a v in g  c o lle g e  (p. 12). 

C o p e  an d  H a n n a h  (1975) r e p o r t e d  t h a t  tw o  n a tio n a l  s tu d ie s ,  o n e  in  

1957 a n d  a n o th e r  in  1967, a g r e e d  " th a t  th e  m a jo r  r e a s o n  g iv e n  f o r  

w o m e n  d ro p p in g  o u t w a s  m a r r i a g e "  (p . 15). A s t in 's  (1975) r e c e n t  

lo n g itu d in a l  s tu d y  sh o w e d  th a t  w o m e n  " g iv e  m a r r i a g e ,  p r e g n a n c y ,  

a n d  f a m i ly  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  m o r e  o f te n  th a n  an y  o th e r  r e a s o n .  " O n 

th e  o th e r  h a n d , " th i s  i te m  w a s  e ig h t  in  im p o r ta n c e  f o r  m e n "  (p . 15).

I n d e c i s io n  A b o u t G o a ls

T h e  s p e c i f ic  r e s e a r c h  on r e a s o n s  w hy  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  

a t t e n d  th e  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e  w a s  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e  in  th is  c h a p te r  in  

th e  s e c t io n  on " P a r t - T i m e  S tu d e n ts "  u n d e r  th e  su b h e a d in g  " E d u c a ­

t io n a l  G o a ls .  " T h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  c a n  b e  d ra w n  f ro m  th a t  d i s c u s ­

s io n  i s  th a t  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  in  th e  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  h a s  v a r i ­

o u s  r e a s o n s  f o r  a tte n d in g  c o lle g e  a n d  m a n y  a r e  n o t c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  

d e g r e e  r e l a te d .  M ah o n  (1974) fo u n d  t h a t  th e  r e a s o n s  th e  s tu d e n ts  in  

h i s  s u r v e y  of s to p - in s  an d  s to p - o u t s  g a v e  f o r  a tte n d in g  c o m m u n ity  

c o lle g e  w e r e :  " p e r s o n a l  e n r i c h m e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r  c a r e e r ,  t r a n s f e r ,

l e i s u r e  t im e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  u p g r a d in g "  (p. 1). H e  a ls o  fo u n d  th a t  th e
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" p r im a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  w i th d ra w in g  f r o m  c o lle g e  w a s  th e  s tu d e n ts  h a d  

c o m p le te d  t h e i r  o b je c t iv e s "  (p . 9). N ic k e n s ' (1976) i m p o r ta n t  s tu d y  

on th e  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e  d r o p o u t  to o k  i s s u e  w ith  r e p o r t s  t h a t  i n d i ­

c a te d  th a t  " a t t r i t i o n  f o r  p a r t - t i m e  f r e s h m e n  i s  c lo s e  to  tw o - th i r d s "

(p. 322). H e m a d e  a  s tu d y  of a t t r i t i o n  r a t e s  in  c o m m u n ity  c o l le g e s  

an d  to o k  in to  a c c o u n t  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  o b je c t iv e s  of th e  s tu d e n t s .  H is  

s tu d y , c o n d u c te d  th ro u g h  th e  I n t e r - i n s t i t u t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  C o u n c il  

(IR C ), s u rv e y e d  a p p r o x im a te ly  1 ,0 0 0  c o m m u n i ty / ju n io r  c o lle g e  s tu ­

d e n ts  f r o m  15 F l o r i d a  c o m m u n i ty  c o l l e g e s .  H e r e p o r t e d  th a t:

T h e  a g e  g ro u p  w ith  th e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n ta g e  (75 p e rc e n t )  o f 

th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  w ho s ta t e d  th e y  h a d  a c h ie v e d  t h e i r  o b j e c ­

t iv e s  w a s  th e  18 y e a r  o ld  a n d  u n d e r ;  th e  g ro u p  w ith  th e  

lo w e s t  p e r c e n ta g e  of a c h ie v e m e n t  (43 p e rc e n t )  w a s  th e  

one  c o m p o s e d  of r e s p o n d e n t s  f r o m  45 to  54 y e a r s  o ld .

T h e  a g e  g ro u p  r e p o r t in g  th e  h ig h e s t  p e r c e n ta g e  of a lu m n i  

w ho  h a d  f a i l e d  to  o b ta in  t h e i r  o b je c t iv e s  b u t  h a d  no f u r t h e r  

e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  (15 p e r c e n t )  w a s  m a d e  up of 55 to  64 

y e a r  o ld s .  (N ic k e n s ,  1976, p p . 3 2 4 -3 2 5 )

O b v io u s ly , s tu d ie s  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  a t t r i t i o n  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  

s tu d e n t  m u s t  t r y  to  m a k e  d i s t in c t io n s  b e tw e e n  th e  b u s in e s s m a n ,  f o r  

e x a m p le ,  w ho ta k e s  a n  a r t  c l a s s  f o r  e n r i c h m e n t  a n d  th e  b u s in e s s m a n  

w ho  ta k e s  a n  a r t  c la s s  b e c a u s e  h e  w a n ts  to  b e c o m e  an  a r t  t e a c h e r .  

M o re  im p o r ta n t ,  s tu d i e s  s h o u ld  a t te m p t  to  d e te r m in e  th e
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a t t r i t i o n  t h a t  r e s u l t s  f r o m  th e  s tu d e n t s ' i n d e c i s io n  a b o u t  g o a ls .  A. 

s tu d y  of s tu d e n t  p e r s i s t e n c e  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  of Io w a  fo u n d  th a t  n o n -  

p e r s i s t e r s  r e p o r t e d  " l e s s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  t h e i r  v o c a t io n a l  p la n s "  

th a n  p e r s i s t e r s  ( S h e r e r ,  1974, p . 560). In  h i s  s tu d y  of 1, 000 f r e s h ­

m e n  a t  P e n n  S ta te ,  M a rk s  (1967) fo u n d  th a t  " la c k  of c a r e e r  g o a ls "  

w a s  o n e  of t h r e e  r e a s o n s  th a t  s tu d e n ts  g a v e  f o r  d ro p p in g  (p. 21 4 ).

I t  m a y  a ls o  b e  t h a t  th e  s tu d e n t 's  in d e c i s io n  a b o u t  g o a ls  i s  th e  r e s u l t  

of i n s e c u r i t y  r e g a r d in g  h i m s e l f  o r  h e r s e l f .  A s t in  (1975) f e l t  th a t  th e  

" f a c t  th a t  's o m e  o th e r  r e a s o n ' w a s  c h e c k e d  r e l a t i v e ly  o f te n  in  s tu d ie s  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  o n e  o r  m o r e  im p o r ta n t  r e a s o n s  ( fo r  e x a m p le ,  p e r s o n a l  

o r  e m o t io n a l  p r o b le m s )  w e r e  m is s in g  f r o m  th e  l i s t "  (p . 15). A s t in  

(1964) fo u n d  a m o n g  h ig h  a p ti tu d e  s tu d e n ts  th a t :

E x c e p t  f o r  f in a n c ia l  p r o b le m s ,  th e  c a u s e s  g iv e n  b y  m a le  

d r o p o u ts  f o r  le a v in g  c o lle g e  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  i n te r n a l  in  

n a tu r e :  in d e c i s io n  a b o u t a p p r o p r i a t e  c o u r s e  of s tu d y ,

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  b e in g  a  s tu d e n t ,  e m o t io n a l  p r o b le m s .

(p. 225)

C r o s s  (1971) c o n s id e r e d  p e r s o n a l  p r o b le m s  an d  s c h o o l  p e r ­

f o r m a n c e  to  b e  i n t e r r e l a t e d :

W h ic h e v e r  c a m e  f i r s t - - t h e  p o o r  s c h o o l  p e r f o r m a n c e  o r  

th e  p e r s o n a l  p r o b le m s - - o n c e  th e  c y c le  s t a r t s ,  i t  te n d s  

to  r e i n f o r c e  i t s e l f .  P e r s o n a l  p r o b le m s  c a n  le a d  to  p o o r  

s c h o o l  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  w h ic h  in  t u r n  m a y  le a d  to  p r o b le m s
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of s e l f -d o u b t  a n d  s e l f - d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  (p . 156)

A c a d e m ic  I n te g r a t i o n

In  h i s  b o o k  P r e v e n t in g  S tu d e n ts  F r o m  D ro p p in g  O u t , A s t in

(1975) w r o te  a b o u t  th e  " f i t "  b e tw e e n  th e  s tu d e n t  a n d  th e  c o lle g e .

C o p e  an d  H a n n a h  (1975) s ta t e d  th a t  th e  " p r im a r y  f a c t o r  in  'h o ld in g  

p o w e r 1 i s  th e  s tu d e n t s ' i d e n t i f i c a t io n  w ith  th e  c o lle g e .  C o l le g e s  a r e  

m o r e  l ik e ly  to  r e t a in  th e  s tu d e n ts  w ho c h o o s e  th e  i n s t i t u t io n  b e c a u s e  

of i t s  c l e a r  im a g e  v a lu e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  an d  k n o w s w h a t  h e  o r  sh e  

w a n ts "  (p. 102). A s  p o in te d  o u t a b o v e , t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  r e a s o n s  w hy  

s tu d e n ts  a t te n d  th e  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  p a r t - t i m e  an d  t h e r e  a r e  j u s t  

a s  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  e x p e c ta t io n s  a b o u t  th e  c o lle g e  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  t h e r e  

a r e  s tu d e n ts .  H ow  w e l l  do a l l  th o s e  s tu d e n ts  " f i t "  in to  th e  a c a d e m ic  

s e t t in g ,  a n d  h o w  w e l l  d o e s  th e  c o lle g e  m e e t  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  e x p e c t a ­

t io n s ?  H ow  do th e s e  f a c t o r s  r e l a t e  to  a t t r i t io n ?

T h e  s tu d y  of a d u l t  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  a t  M o h aw k  V a l le y  C o m m u ­

n i ty  C o lle g e  in c lu d e d  m a i l in g  1, 650 s u rv e y s  to  s tu d e n ts  w ho  d id  n o t r e ­

e n r o l l  a t  M o h aw k . T h e  r e s u l t s  sh o w e d  th a t  27 p e r c e n t  of th e  s tu d e n ts  

w e r e  " d i s s a t i s f i e d  in  s o m e  w ay  w ith  M V C C c o u r s e s  o r  p r o g r a m s "

("A  S tu d y  of P a r t ,  " 1969, p . 12). I t  i s  i n te r e s t in g  to  n o te  t h a t  o n ly  

450 (27 p e rc e n t )  o f  th e  s u r v e y s  w e r e  r e tu r n e d .  A t b e s t ,  th is  s m a l l  

r e t u r n  w o u ld  s e e m  to  i n d ic a te  th a t  a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t io n  (73 p e r c e n t )  of 

p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  d id  n o t  f e e l  r e s p o n s iv e  to  th e  c o lle g e .  T h e  s tu d y
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a ls o  fo u n d  th a t  s tu d e n ts  w ho w i th d re w  in  th e  s p r in g  q u a r t e r  te n d e d  to  

g iv e  th e  r e a s o n s  th a t  " th e i r  c l a s s e s  w e r e  to o  h a r d  a n d  th a t  t h e r e  w a s  

to o  m u c h  h o m e w o rk "  ("A  S tu d y  of P a r t ,  " 1969, p . 13).

T r e n t  an d  M e d s k e r  (1968) fo u n d  in  t h e i r  f o l lo w - u p  s tu d ie s  of 

h ig h  s c h o o l  s e n io r s  th a t  " a  la c k  of i n t e r e s t "  w a s  th e  p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  

g iv e n  f o r  le a v in g  c o lle g e  (p. 259). M o n ro e  (1972) r e p o r t e d  th a t  th e  

s tu d y  o f I l l in o i s  c o lle g e  f r e s h m e n  sh o w e d  th a t  " n e x t  to  f in a n c ia l  p r o b ­

le m s ,  a  c o m b in a tio n  of d i s s a t i s f a c t io n  w ith  th e  c o lle g e  e n v ir o n m e n t ,  

th e  c o u r s e s ,  a n d  th e  i n s t r u c t o r s  w a s  th e  m o s t  i m p o r ta n t  f a c t o r "

(p. 211). S h e r e r  (1974) fo u n d  th a t  " d i s i n t e r e s t  in  s c h o o l"  a n d  " a c a ­

d e m ic  p r o b le m s "  w e r e  g iv e n  a s  m a jo r  o r  m in o r  r e a s o n s  f o r  n o t 

r e tu r n in g  to  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  of Io w a  (p. 561). A  d i s t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  

m a le s  a n d  f e m a le s  w a s  n o te d  b y  S n y d e r  an d  B lo c k e r  (1969) w ho fo u n d  

th a t  a t  H a r r i s b u r g  C o m m u n ity  C o lle g e  " p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y 'm o r e  f e m a le s  

th a n  m a le s  in d ic a te d  la c k  of i n t e r e s t ,  an d  p r o p o r t io n a t e ly  m o r e  m a le s  

th a n  f e m a le s  i n d ic a te d  in a d e q u a te  a c h ie v e m e n t"  (p . 12). A t M o n t­

g o m e r y  C o m m u n i ty  C o lle g e , " o n ly  1. 3% s e le c te d  'c o u ld  n o t  g e t  g ood  

en o u g h  g r a d e s .  ' H o w e v e r ,  3 .4 %  s a id  's c h o o l  w a s n 't  r e l e v a n t '"

(G e ll & B le i l ,  1973, p p . 2 6 -2 7 ).

I t  s h o u ld  b e  p o in te d  o u t th a t ,  w ith  few  e x c e p t io n s ,  w i th d ra w a ls  

f r o m  th e  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  a r e  v o lu n ta r y .  W h ile  a c a d e m ic  f a i l u r e  

m a y  b e  th e  p r e d o m in a n t  r e a s o n  f o r  n o t r e tu r n in g ,  th e  s tu d e n t  i s  th e  

o ne  w ho m a k e s  t h a t  d e te r m in a t io n .  H o w e v e r , th e  p a r t - t i m e
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c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  s tu d e n t  w ho  h a s  a  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  m a y  n o t b e  

d i s c o u r a g e d  b y  a  "D "  in  B e g in n in g  S w im m in g . H e  o r  s h e  m ig h t  r e ­

t u r n  n e x t  s e m e s t e r  f o r  a  c la s s  in  I n te r m e d ia t e  S w im m in g . On o th e r  

s tu d e n t s ,  th e  e f f e c t  of a  low  g r a d e  m a y  b e  d e v a s ta t in g .  T h a y e r  (1973) 

fo u n d  th a t  in  c o m p a r in g  th e  e f f e c t  of p a s s - f a i l  g r a d in g  s y s te m s  w ith  

l e t t e r  g r a d e  s y s te m s  th a t  th e  s tu d e n ts  w ho r e c e iv e d  a  "D "  o r  " F "  on 

th e  f i r s t  e x a m in a tio n  w e r e  " m u c h  m o r e  l ik e ly  to  d ro p  o u t th a n  th o s e  

r e c e iv in g  an y  o th e r  g r a d e "  (p. 73).

S o c ia l  I n te g r a t i o n

I t  i s  r e l e v a n t  to  th is  d i s c u s s io n  of a t t r i t i o n  in  th e  c o m m u n i ty  

c o lle g e  to  t a k e  in to  c o n s id e r a t i o n  th e  c o lle g e  e n v ir o n m e n t  an d  th e  

s tu d e n t s ' i n te g r a t i o n  in to  th e  e n v ir o n m e n t .  S p a d y  (1970) c o n c lu d e d  

t h a t  a  s tu d e n t 's  " s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  th e  c o lle g e  e x p e r ie n c e  w i l l  d e p e n d  

on th e  a v a i la b le  s o c ia l  a s  w e l l  a s  a c a d e m ic  r e w a r d s ,  an d  . . .  a 

s e n s e  of i n te g r a t i o n  in  th e  s y s te m "  (p. 78 ). T h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  of 

a u th o r s  w ho r e p o r t e d  s tu d ie s  th a t  fo u n d  a  p o s i t iv e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  

b e tw e e n  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  c o lle g e  a c t i v i t i e s  an d  p e r s i s t e n c e  (A s tin ,

1975 , p . 108; S p ad y , 1970, p . 76; " S tu d e n t  R e te n tio n ,  " 1976, 

p . 654; T in to , 1975, p . 92; W a l le r ,  1964, p . 292). T u r n e r  (1970) 

r e p o r t e d  th a t  " th e  n o n - c o n t in u e r  l a c k s  a  s e n s e  of b e lo n g in g  a n d  

id e n t i f i c a t io n  w ith  th e  c o lle g e  e n v ir o n m e n t"  (p. 7). O th e r  s tu d ie s  

h a v e  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  c o lle g e  d r o p o u ts  p e r c e iv e  th e m s e lv e s  a s  h a v in g
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l e s s  s o c ia l  i n te r a c t io n  th a n  do  c o lle g e  p e r s i s t e r s  (T in to , 1975, 

p . 107; " S tu d e n t  R e te n tio n ,  " 1976, p . 6 5 4 ). H o w e v e r ,  E b e r s o l e

(1975) fo u n d  th a t  32 p e r c e n t  of th e  s tu d e n ts  a t  H a r r i s b u r g  A r e a  C o m ­

m u n ity  C o l le g e  w e r e  n o t in v o lv e d  w ith  s tu d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  

of th e  n a tu r e  of th e  a c t iv i ty "  (p . 21). T h is  p r o v o k e s  a  s u s p ic io n  th a t  

b e c a u s e  of th e  a g e  r a n g e  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t ,  p e rh a p s  t h e r e  is  

n o t  a  n e e d  f o r  s o c ia l  i n te r a c t io n  a t  th e  c o lle g e  c a m p u s .  T h e  p a r t -  

t im e  s tu d e n t s ' s o c ia l  p a t t e r n s  m a y  b e  f ix e d  long b e fo r e  th e y  d e c id e  

to  a t t e n d  c o lle g e .  T h e  s a m e  m a y  b e  t r u e  f o r  t h e i r  n e e d s  in  r e g a r d s  

to  th e  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  o f fe r e d  b y  c o l l e g e s .  T h e  s tu d y  of p a r t - t i m e  

s tu d e n ts  a t  M e r c e r  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e  fo u n d  th a t  " in  a s s e s s in g  . . .

28 a s p e c t s  of th e  c o lle g e "  t h e r e  w a s  a c o n s id e r a b l e  n u m b e r  of r e ­

s p o n s e s  s e le c t in g  "N o  B a s i s  f o r  O p in io n "  ( " T h e y  C o m e  P a r t ,  " 1974, 

p . 16). H o w e v e r , A s b a u g h , L e v in , a n d  Z a c c a r i a 's  (1973) s tu d y  of 

p e r s i s t e n c e  an d  th e  d i s a d v a n ta g e d  c o lle g e  s tu d e n t  fo u n d  th a t  p e r ­

s i s t in g  m a le  s tu d e n ts  u s e d  th e  c o u n s e l in g  s e r v i c e s  w h ile  n o n p e r ­

s i s t in g  m a le s  w ho a p p e a r e d  to  h a v e  " s o m e w h a t  m o r e  a p ti tu d e  f o r  

c o lle g e  w o rk "  d id  n o t (p. 66).

S u m m a r y

A s  in d ic a te d  p r e v io u s ly ,  t h e r e  i s  a  p a u c ity  of s tu d ie s  a n d /o r  

s t a t i s t i c s  on  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  on th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r -  

s i s t e r  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r .  T h e  r e v ie w  o f th e  l i t e r a t u r e  d id  p r o v id e  a
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b r i e f  o u t lin e  of th e  p r o f i le  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t - - en o u g h  to  i n d i ­

c a te  t h a t  th e  c u r r e n t  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  m a y  n o t  f i t  th e  o ld  s t e r e o ­

ty p e s  b a s e d  l a r g e ly  on th e  a d u lt  e v e n in g  s tu d e n t .

A s m u c h  a s  p o s s ib l e ,  s tu d i e s  on  p e r s i s t e n c e  an d  n o n p e r s i s t ­

e n c e  d o n e  a b o u t  f u l l - t i m e  f o u r - y e a r  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  p la c e d  

a g a in s t  th e  few  s tu d ie s  d o n e  on  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  b o th  f u l l ­

t im e  an d  p a r t - t i m e .  I t  w a s  b a s i c a l l y  f r o m  th e  s tu d ie s  on p e r s i s t ­

e n c e  an d  n o n p e r s i s te n c e  t h a t  th e  lo g ic  f o r  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  u s e d  in  

th is  s tu d y  w a s  d e v e lo p e d .

F r o m  th e  o b je c t iv e s  a n d  q u e s t io n s  of t h is  s tu d y  a n d  th e  a b o v e  

r e v ie w  of th e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  s e v e n  h y p o th e s e s  w e r e  d e v e lo p e d . T h e  

r e s e a r c h  h y p o th e s e s  4 , 5, an d  7 t h a t  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  

a r e  s ta t e d  in  th e  n u ll  f o r m .

1. T h e r e  w il l  b e  no d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  a g e  d i s t r ib u t io n  f o r  th e  

p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r  an d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r .

2 . T h e r e  w il l  b e  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of m a le s  an d  

f e m a le s  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r -  

s i s t e r s .

3. T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  ty p e  of 

m a r i t a l  s ta tu s  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

4 . T h e r e  w il l  b e  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  ty p e  of f a m i ly  b i r t h  r a n k  

d i s t r ib u t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  th e  p a r t - t i m e
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n o n p e r  s i s t e r s .

5. T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  ty p e  of 

c h ild h o o d  r e l ig io n  an d  a d u lt  r e l i g io u s  p r e f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t -  

t im e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r  s i s t e r s

6. T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  h ig h  

s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r  an d  th e  p a r t -  

t im e  n o n p e r s i s t e r .

7. T h e r e  w il l  b e  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  ty p e  of e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  

b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r  a n d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r .
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CH A PTE R  III

D E SIG N  O F  T H E  STU D Y  

I n tr o d u c t io n

T h e  im p e tu s  f o r  t h is  s tu d y  c a m e  f r o m  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  th e  

n u m b e r  of s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e s  on a  p a r t - t i m e  

b a s i s  w a s  g ro w in g . A t th e  s a m e  t im e  j o u r n a l s  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  c o m ­

m u n ity  c o lle g e  c o n ta in e d  a  n u m b e r  of a r t i c l e s  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  th e  

f in a n c ia l  p r o b le m s  of c o m m u n i ty  c o l le g e s  an d  th e  n e e d  to  r e c r u i t  

a n d / o r  r e t a in  s tu d e n ts .  A f t e r  d i s c u s s io n s  w ith  c o lle a g u e s  in  s e v ­

e r a l  c o m m u n ity  c o l le g e s ,  i t  b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t  th a t  few , if  a n y , c o m ­

m u n ity  c o lle g e s  h a d  a d d r e s s e d  th e  p r o b le m  of a t t r i t i o n  a m o n g  p a r t -  

t im e  s tu d e n ts .  A s an  E v a lu a to r  f o r  th e  N o r th  C e n t r a l  A s s o c ia t io n  

of H ig h e r  E d u c a tio n ,  i t  w a s  p o s s ib l e  f o r  s o m e  of th e  a b o v e  o b s e r v a ­

t io n s  to  t a k e  p la c e  o u ts id e  of M ic h ig a n .

T h ro u g h o u t th e  1 9 7 5 -7 6  a c a d e m ic  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  d u r in g  lo o s e ly  

s t r u c tu r e d  i n te r v ie w s  w ith  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts ,  th e  d im e n s io n s  of 

b e in g  a  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  w e r e  e x p lo r e d .  N o e f f o r t  w a s  m a d e  to  b e  

s e le c t i v e  a b o u t  w ho  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  t h e s e  e x p lo r a to r y  i n te r v ie w s ,  

b u t  r a t h e r ,  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  d ia lo g u e  w e r e  u t i l iz e d  a s  th e y  p r e ­

s e n te d  th e m s e lv e s .  F r o m  t h e s e  in te r v ie w s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  b e c a m e  

a p p a r e n t  th a t  th e  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e  " p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t"  w a s  a  
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c o m p le x  p h e n o m e n o n  a n d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t s ' r e a s o n s  f o r  p e r ­

s i s t e n c e  a n d  n o n p e r s i s te n c e  p e rh a p s  w e r e  u n iq u e ly  t h e i r s .  T h e  

p o s i t iv e  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  r e g a r d in g  th e  p o s s i ­

b i l i ty  of r e s e a r c h  on p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  w a s  e n c o u ra g in g .  A ll  th e  

p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  i n te r v ie w e d  w e r e  e n th u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  r e s e a r c h  

w ith  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t s  a s  s u b je c t s .

T h e  m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  d e s ig n  f o r  th e  r e s e a r c h  w o u ld  b e  th e  

s u rv e y .  S u r v e y  r e s e a r c h  w o u ld  p ro v id e  th e  d a ta  n e e d e d  to  d e s c r i b e  

p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  I t  w o u ld  a l s o  p r o v id e  an  

o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  g a th e r in g  d e s c r ip t i o n s  in  s e v e r a l  v a r i a b l e s  in  o r d e r  

to  lo o k  f o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r ­

s i s t e r s .

P o p u la t io n

T h e  p o p u la t io n  s u rv e y e d  w a s  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r  a n d  n o n ­

p e r s i s t e r  a t  th e  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  le v e l .  N a t io n a l ly ,  th is  r e p r e ­

s e n ts  o v e r  tw o  a n d  o n e - h a l f  m i l l io n  s tu d e n ts  ( G r o e s c h ,  1974, p . 50). 

D ue to  th e  i r r e g u l a r i t y  of d a ta  on s tu d e n ts  a m o n g  th e  c o m m u n ity  

c o l le g e s ,  th e  s u b je c t s  w e r e  d ra w n  f ro m  th e  r e c o r d s  of s tu d e n ts  a t  

K e llo g g  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e .  K e llo g g  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e  in  B a t t l e  

C r e e k ,  M ic h ig a n , te n d s  to  b e  m o r e  ty p ic a l  of th e  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e s  

n a t io n a lly  th a n  a ty p i c a l .  E s t a b l i s h e d  in  1956, th e  i n s t i t u t io n  h a s  

b e e n  in  c o n tin u o u s  o p e r a t io n  f o r  21 y e a r s .  T h e  C o l le g e  o f f e r s  d a y ,
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e v e n in g , w e e k e n d , s u m m e r ,  an d  o f f - c a m p u s  c l a s s e s .  C u r r e n t ly  

th e  C o l le g e  h a s  14 o f f - c a m p u s  c e n te r s .  T h e  a c a d e m ic  a r e a s  a r e  

d iv id e d  in to  t h r e e  m a in  d iv is io n s :  T h e  A r t s  a n d  S c ie n c e  D iv is io n ,

th e  B u s in e s s  a n d  T e c h n o lo g y  D iv is io n ,  a n d  th e  H e a l th  T e c h n o lo g y  

D iv is io n .  T h e  C o l le g e  a w a r d s  C e r t i f i c a te s  a s  w e l l  a s  A s s o c ia t e  

D e g r e e s .  T h e r e  i s  a ls o  a  C o m m u n ity  S e r v ic e  c o m p o n e n t w h ic h  

s e r v e s  a  v a r i e ty  of e d u c a t io n a l  n e e d s  in  th e  c o m m u n ity .  T h e  C o lle g e  

e m p lo y s  85 f u l l - t i m e  i n s t r u c t o r s  a n d  a p p r o x im a te ly  183 p a r t - t i m e  

i n s t r u c t o r s .  T h e  to ta l  e n r o l lm e n t  f o r  th e  a c a d e m ic  y e a r  1 9 7 5 -7 6  

w a s  4 ,4 5 0 .  T h e  to ta l  e n r o l lm e n t  f o r  th e  a c a d e m ic  y e a r  1 9 7 6 -7 7  w a s  

4 ,4 2 7 .  T h e s e  f ig u r e s  r e p r e s e n t  th e  a c tu a l  n u m b e r  of s tu d e n ts .

T h e  s u b je c t s  w e r e  d ra w n  f r o m  th e  r e c o r d s  of s tu d e n ts  e n r o l l e d  

in  d a y , e v e n in g , w e e k e n d , an d  o f f - c a m p u s  c la s s e s  a t  K e llo g g  C o m ­

m u n ity  C o l le g e  d u r in g  th e  F a l l  S e m e s t e r  o f 1976. P a r t - t i m e  p e r ­

s i s t e r s  w e r e  id e n t i f i e d  a s  s tu d e n ts  w ho g r a d u a te d  in  D e c e m b e r  1975, 

M ay  1976, a n d  D e c e m b e r  1976 an d  w ho  c a r r i e d  e ig h t  c r e d i t  h o u r s  o r  

l e s s  a  s e m e s t e r  a n d /o r  12 c r e d i t  h o u r s  o r  l e s s  a n  a c a d e m ic  y e a r  

e x c lu d in g  s u m m e r  a n d  i n t e r im  s e s s i o n s .  T h e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r -  

s i s t e r s  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  s tu d e n ts  w ho e n r o l l e d  in  th e  F a l l  S e m e s t e r  

of 1976 w ho  c a r r i e d  l e s s  th a n  e ig h t  c r e d i t  h o u r s  an d  d id  n o t  r e t u r n  

f o r  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r .  In  o r d e r  to  d e te r m i n e  if  th e  s u b je c t s  

d ra w n  w e r e  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e ,  th e  a g e  a n d  s e x  d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  s u b ­

j e c t s  w e r e  c o m p a r e d  to  th e  a g e  an d  s e x  d i s t r ib u t io n  of p a r t - t i m e
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p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  f ro m  th e  f a l l  of 1975 e n r o l lm e n t  an d  

th e  a g e  a n d  s e x  d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  to ta l  e n r o l lm e n t  an d  p a r t - t i m e  

e n r o l lm e n t  in  th e  f a l l  of 1976.

T h e r e  w e r e  1, 151 n o n p e r s i s t e r s  in  th e  f a l l  of 1975 an d  961 in  

th e  f a l l  of 1976. D u r in g  th e  p r o c e s s  of c h e c k in g  th e  1976 l i s t  a g a in s t  

th e  s tu d e n t  r e c o r d s  a n d  in  th e  m a i l in g  an d  fo l lo w -u p  te le p h o n e  c a l l s ,  

th e  o r ig in a l  l i s t  of 961 w a s  r e d u c e d  to  868 p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

I t  w a s  a s s u m e d  th a t  th e  1975 l i s t  of n o n p e r s i s t i n g  s tu d e n ts  a ls o  c o n ­

t a in e d  e r r o r s .  I f  a p p ro x im a te ly  11 p e r c e n t  w e r e  in  e r r o r ,  a s  w ith  

th e  1976 l i s t ,  th e  t o ta l  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  f o r  th e  f a l l  of 1975 

w o u ld  b e  c l o s e r  to  1, 024. H o w e v e r , th e  d i s t r ib u t io n s  p r e s e n te d  

h e r e  a r e  b a s e d  on th e  a c tu a l  n of 1, 151 (1975) a n d  th e  c o r r e c t e d  n 

of 868 (1 9 7 6 ). T h e  d i s t r ib u t io n  a c c o r d in g  to  s e x  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i s  p r e s e n t e d  in  T a b le  1 a n d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  

in  T a b le  2.

In  c o m p a r in g  T a b le  1 w ith  T a b le  2, i t  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t  

w h ile  t h e r e  w e r e  m o r e  f e m a le  th a n  m a le  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  

t h e r e  w e r e  m o r e  m a le  th a n  f e m a le  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s .

T a b le s  3 a n d  4 p r e s e n t  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r ­

s i s t e r s  a n d  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of a g e . 

A s  m ig h t  b e  e x p e c te d ,  t h e r e  w e r e  no  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  in  th e  

1 1 -2 0  a g e  b r a c k e t ,  w h i le  t h e r e  w e r e  14 p e r c e n t  o f th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

in  th is  b r a c k e t  f o r  th e  y e a r  1 9 7 5 -7 6  a n d  25 p e r c e n t  f o r  th e  y e a r
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T a b le  1

S e x  D is t r ib u t io n  of P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  
in  th e  F a l l  of 1975 a n d  th e  F a l l  o f 1976

S e x

F a l l  1975 F a l l  1976

N % N %

M a le s 411 35. 7 295 34. 0

F  e m a le s 740 6 4 . 3 573 66 . 0

T o ta ls 1, 151 100 . 0 868 100. 0

T a b le  2

S e x  D i s t r i b u t io n  o f P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s

D e c e m b e r  1975 
M ay  1976 
G r a d u a te s

D e c e m b e r  1976 
G r a d u a te s

S e x N % N %

M a le s 24 6 1 .5 16 61 . 5

F  e m a le s 15 3 8 .5 10 38. 5

T o ta ls 39 1 0 0 .0 26 100. 0
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1 9 7 6 -7 7 . T h e  2 1 -3 0  a g e  b r a c k e t  r e p r e s e n te d  5 0 .8  p e r c e n t  of th e  

1 9 7 5 -7 6  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  43 p e r c e n t  of th e  1 9 7 6 -7 7  p a r t -  

t im e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  50 p e r ­

c e n t  o r  o v e r  d i s t r ib u t e d  in  th e  3 1 -4 0  a g e  b r a c k e t .

T a b le  3

A g e  D is t r i b u t io n  of P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  
in  th e  F a l l  o f 1975 a n d  th e  F a l l  of 1976

A g e

F a l l  1975 
N o n p e r s i s t e r s

F a l l  1976 
N o n p e r s i s t e r s

N % N %

1 1 -2 0 161 14. 0 217 25 . 0

2 1 -3 0 585 50. 8 373 4 3 . 0

3 1 -4 0 223 19. 4 165 19. 0

4 1 -5 0 122 10. 6 78 9. 0

5 1 -6 0 58 5. 1 26 3. 0

6 1 -7 0 2 . 1 8 .9

7 1 -8 0 1 . 1

T o ta ls 1, 151 100. 0 868 100. 0
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T ab le  4

A g e  D i s t r i b u t io n  of P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s  
W ho G r a d u a te d  in  D e c e m b e r  1975, 

M a y  1976, an d  D e c e m b e r  1976

D e c e m b e r  1975 
M ay  1976 
G r a d u a te s

D e c e m b e r  1976 
G r a d u a te s

A g e N % N %

1 1 -2 0

2 1 -3 0 9 23 . 1 6 23 . 1

3 1 -4 0 20 51 . 3 13 50. 0

4 1 -5 0 6 15. 4 5 19. 2

5 1 -6 0 4 10. 2 2 7. 7

6 1 -7 0

7 1 -8 0

T o ta ls 39 100. 0 26 100. 0

In  th e  f a l l  of 1976, f r o m  w h ic h  th e  s u b je c t s  w e r e  d r a w n , th e  

to ta l  e n r o l lm e n t  a t  K e llo g g  C o m m u n i ty  C o lle g e  w a s  4, 4 8 0 . Of th is  

e n r o l lm e n t ,  2, 669 c a r r i e d  e ig h t  h o u r s  o r  l e s s  an d  w e r e  c l a s s i f i e d  

in  th is  s tu d y  a s  " p a r t - t i m e "  s tu d e n ts .  T h is  f ig u r e  r e p r e s e n t s  59 

p e r c e n t  of th e  to ta l  e n r o l lm e n t .  T a b le  5 h a s  th e  e n r o l lm e n t  s ta tu s  

of th e  t o ta l  e n r o l lm e n t  an d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  e n ro l lm e n t .
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T ab le 5

E n r o l l m e n t  S ta tu s  of th e  T o ta l  E n r o l l m e n t  a n d  
P a r t - T i m e  E n r o l lm e n t ,  F a l l  S e m e s t e r  1976

E n r o l lm e n t  S ta tu s

T o ta l  E n r o l lm e n t  
F a l l  S e m e s t e r  1976

P a r t - T i m e  E n r o l lm e n t  
F a l l  S e m e s t e r  1976

N % N %

F i r s t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts 1, 344 30. 0 374 14. 0

R e tu rn in g  s tu d e n ts 582 13. 0 240 9. 0

T r a n s f e r  s tu d e n t s 3 224 5. 0 80 3. 0

S ta tu s  u n k n o w n 2, 330 52. 0 1, 975 74. 0

T o ta ls 4, 480 100. 0 2, 669 100. 0

a F r o m  f o u r - y e a r  in s t i t u t io n s .

T h e  d i r e c t i o n  of th e  s ta tu s  of p a r t - t i m e  e n r o l l m e n t  fo llo w e d  

th a t  of th e  f u l l - t i m e  e n r o l lm e n t  e x c e p t  in  th e  c a te g o r y  o f " S ta tu s  

u n k n o w n . " In  t h is  c a te g o r y  th e  n u m b e r  of p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  w h o se  

s ta tu s  w a s  u n k n o w n  w a s  a lm o s t  25 p e r c e n t  l a r g e r  th a n  th e  p e r c e n t  

f r o m  th e  t o ta l  e n r o l lm e n t  w h o s e  s ta tu s  w a s  u n k n o w n .

T a b le s  6 a n d  7 p r e s e n t  a  c o m p a r is o n  of t h r e e  g r o u p s  a c c o r d in g  

to  s e x  an d  a g e  d i s t r i b u t io n s .  T h e  s u b je c t s  w ho  r e s p o n d e d  to  th e  

q u e s t io n n a i r e  a r e  c o m p a r e d  w ith  th e s e  t h r e e  g r o u p s  in  C h a p te r  IV . 

T h e  t h r e e  g r o u p s  w e r e :  T h e  to ta l  e n r o l lm e n t  f o r  th e  F a l l  S e m e s t e r

of 1976, th e  t o t a l  p a r t - t i m e  e n r o l lm e n t  f o r  th e  F a l l  S e m e s t e r  of
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1 976, a n d  th e  to ta l  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  e n r o l l e d  f o r  th e  F a l l  

S e m e s t e r  of 1976.

T a b le  6

S e x  D i s t r i b u t io n  of S tu d e n ts  E n r o l l e d  
f o r  th e  F a l l  S e m e s t e r  o f 1976

S e x

T o ta l
E n r o l lm e n t

P a r t -  T im e  
E n r o l lm e n t

P a r t - T i m e
N o n p e r s i s t e r

E n r o l lm e n t

N % N % N %

M a le 1, 971 44. 0 1, 094 4 1 . 0 295 34. 0

F  e m a le 2, 509 56. 0 1, 575 59. 0 573 66. 0

T o ta ls 4, 480 100. 0 2, 669 100. 0 868 100. 0

A s  T a b le  6 d e m o n s t r a t e s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  m o r e  f e m a le s  th a n  m a le s  

r e p r e s e n te d  in  th e  F a l l  S e m e s t e r  of 1976. T h e  p e r c e n ta g e  i n c r e a s e d  

f o r  f e m a le s  in  th e  p a r t - t i m e  e n r o l lm e n t  c a te g o r y  an d  a ls o  in  th e  

p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r  e n r o l lm e n t  c a te g o r y .  T h e  p e r c e n ta g e  

d e c r e a s e d  f o r  m a le s  in  t h e s e  tw o c a t e g o r i e s .  H o w e v e r , w h e n  a 

c o m p a r i s o n  of th e  f e m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w a s  m a d e  w ith  th e  f e m a le  

p a r t - t i m e  e n r o l lm e n t ,  3 6 .4  p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  

w e r e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w h ile  27. 0 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le  p a r t - t i m e  s tu ­

d e n ts  w e r e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  T h e  s a m e  t h r e e  g ro u p s  w e r e  a n a ly z e d  

a c c o r d in g  to  a g e  d i s t r ib u t io n s .  T h is  a n a ly s i s  a p p e a r s  in  T a b le  7.
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T ab le  7

A g e  D is tr ib u tio n , of S tu d e n ts  E n r o l l e d  
f o r  th e  F a l l  S e m e s t e r  of 1976

A g e

T o ta l
E n r o l lm e n t

N %

P a r t -  T im e  
E n r o l lm e n t

N %

P a r t -  T im e  
N o n p e r s i s t e r  
E n r o l lm e n t

N %

1 1 -2 0 1, 229 27. 4 390 14. 6 217 25. 0

2 1 -3 0 2, 079 46. 4 1, 281 4 8 . 0 373 43 . 0

3 1 -4 0 674 15. 0 547 20. 5 165 19. 0

4 1 -5 0 311 7. 0 294 11. 0 78 9. 0

5 1 -6 0 119 2. 7 120 4. 5 26 3. 0

6 1 -7 0 33 . 7 27 1. 0 8 .9

7 1 -8 0 35 .8 10 . 4 1 . 1

T o ta ls 4 , 480 100. 0 2, 669 100. 0 868 100. 0

T h e  f ig u r e s  in  T a b le  7 i n d ic a te  th a t  55 . 6 p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t -  

t im e  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  1 1 -2 0  a g e  b r a c k e t  b e c a m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  w h ile  

o n e  s tu d e n t  (. 1 p e rc e n t )  b e c a m e  a  n o n p e r s i s t e r  in  th e  7 1 -8 0  y e a r  o ld  

b r a c k e t .  F o r  a l l  o th e r  a g e  b r a c k e t s ,  b e tw e e n  22 a n d  30 p e r c e n t  

b e c a m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  l a r g e s t  p e r c e n ta g e s  of th e  

to ta l  e n r o l lm e n t ,  p a r t - t i m e  e n r o l lm e n t s ,  a n d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r  

e n r o l lm e n t s  w e r e  in  th e  2 1 -3 0  a g e  b r a c k e t .
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D a ta  C o l le c t io n :  S tu d e n t  R e c o r d s

T h e  f i r s t  p h a s e  of th e  d a ta  c o l le c t io n  w a s  im p le m e n te d  in  th e  

s p r in g  of 1976. A  p r in to u t  of s tu d e n ts  w ho e n ro l le d  f o r  th e  F a l l  

S e m e s t e r  of 1975 an d  d id  n o t r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r  w a s  

g e n e r a t e d  in  o r d e r  to  id e n t i fy  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  to  p r o ­

v id e  d a ta  to  b e  u s e d  f o r  a  r e s p o n d e n t  b i a s  c h e c k . T h e  s u b je c t s ’ s e x  

a n d  a g e  w e r e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  p r in to u t .  A  l i s t  of th o s e  s tu d e n ts  w ho  

c a r r i e d  e ig h t  c r e d i t  h o u r s  o r  l e s s  w h ile  e n r o l l e d  in  th e  F a l l  S e m e s ­

t e r  w a s  d ra w n . T h e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  id e n t i f ie d  b y  c h e c k ­

in g  th e  p e rm a n e n t  r e c o r d s  of th e  s tu d e n ts  w ho  g r a d u a te d  in  D e c e m ­

b e r  of 1975 an d  w ho c a r r i e d  e ig h t  c r e d i t  h o u r s  o r  l e s s  a  s e m e s t e r  

a n d /o r  12 c r e d i t  h o u r s  o r  l e s s  f o r  th e  a c a d e m ic  y e a r ,  e x c lu d in g  

i n t e r im  an d  s u m m e r  s e s s i o n s .

T h e  a b o v e  p r o c e s s  w a s  r e p e a t e d  in  th e  s p r in g  of 1977 an d  

r e s u l t e d  in  a  p r in to u t  of s tu d e n ts  w ho  e n r o l l e d  in  th e  F a l l  S e m e s t e r  

of 1976 a n d  d id  n o t r e t u r n  f o r  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r .  T h e  p r i n t ­

o u t in c lu d e d  th e  s tu d e n t s ' n a m e ,  a d d r e s s ,  te le p h o n e  n u m b e r ,  b i r t h  

d a te ,  s e x ,  an d  s o c ia l  s e c u r i t y  n u m b e r .  A g a in , u s in g  th e  s tu d e n t  

p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d s ,  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  id e n t i f ie d .  P a r t - t i m e  

p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  a ls o  id e n t i f i e d  f r o m  th e  M ay  1976 g r a d u a t in g  c l a s s  

a n d  th e  D e c e m b e r  1976 g r a d u a t in g  c l a s s .  T h e  a d d r e s s ,  t e le p h o n e  

n u m b e r ,  a g e , an d  s e x  o f e a c h  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r  w a s  ta k e n  f r o m

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



56

th e  s tu d e n t  p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d s .

D a ta  C o l le c t io n :  Q u e s t io n n a i r e

T h e  s e c o n d  p h a s e  o f th e  d a ta  c o l le c t io n  in v o lv e d  m a i l in g  a  

q u e s t io n n a ir e  to  961 p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  66 p a r t - t i m e  p e r.-  

s i s t e r s .  T h e s e  w e r e  m a i l e d  th e  s e c o n d  w e e k e n d  in  F e b r u a r y ,  1977. 

T h e  s u b je c t s  w e r e  a s k e d  to  c o m p le te  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  an d  r e t u r n  i t  

in  th e  s e l f - a d d r e s s e d ,  s ta m p e d  e n v e lo p e  by  M a rc h  1, 1977.

C o n s id e ra b le  a t t e n t io n  w a s  g iv e n  to  th e  c o n te n t  a n d  f o r m a t  of 

th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  p r i o r  to  i t s  p r in t in g  an d  m a i l in g .  T h e  e a r l i e s t  

d r a f t  o f th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  l i s t e d  e x p lo r a to r y  q u e s t io n s  c o n c e r n in g  

p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  E a c h  e x p lo r a to r y  q u e s t io n  

w a s  fo llo w e d  w ith  th e  s p e c i f ic  q u e s t io n  to  w h ich  th e  s u b je c t  w o u ld  

r e s p o n d .  T h is  f o r m a t  p r o v id e d  s tu d e n ts  an d  e d u c a to r s  w ho  c r i t iq u e d  

th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  w ith  a  b a c k g ro u n d  f o r  e v a lu a tin g  th e  v a lu e  of e a c h  

q u e s t io n  to  b e  a s k e d  th e  s u b je c t s .  A f t e r  th is  s ta g e  w a s  c o m p le te d ,  

th e  q u e s tio n s  w e r e  o r g a n iz e d  in  a  lo g ic a l  s e q u e n c e  an d  g r o u p e d  in to  

f o u r  s e c t io n s  r e l a t e d  to  th e  p u r p o s e  of th e  s tu d y  a s  d i s c u s s e d  in  

C h a p te r  I: (a) G e n e r a l  I n fo r m a t io n ,  (b) H ig h  S c h o o l E x p e r ie n c e ,

(c) K e llo g g  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e  E x p e r ie n c e ,  an d  (d) N o n r e tu r n in g  

S tu d e n ts .  (S ee  A p p e n d ix  A  f o r  a c o p y  of th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e .  )

On M a rc h  9, a  p o s t c a r d  w a s  m a i le d  to  s u b je c t s  w ho  h a d  n o t 

r e s p o n d e d .  T h e  p o s tc a r d  m e s s a g e  r e m in d e d  th e  s u b je c t s  to  m a i l
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in  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  a n d  a ls o  p r o v id e d  th e m  w ith  a  t e le p h o n e  n u m b e r  

to  c a l l  i f  th e y  h a d  l o s t  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e .  (S ee  A p p e n d ix  B f o r  a  c o p y  

of th e  p o s tc a r d .  )

T e le p h o n e  f o l lo w -u p s  w e r e  c o n d u c te d  d u r in g  th e  w e e k s  of 

M a rc h  21 an d  28 a n d  th e  t h i r d  a n d  f o u r th  w e e k s  o f A p r i l .  T h e  f i r s t  

te le p h o n e  f o l lo w -u p  w a s  m a d e  to  a l l  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n ­

p e r s i s t e r s  w ho h a d  n o t  r e s p o n d e d .  D u r in g  th e  te le p h o n e  c o n v e r s a ­

t io n ,  i n f o r m a t io n  w a s  c o l le c te d  to : (a) u p - d a te  a d d r e s s e s  a n d  t e l e ­

p h o n e  n u m b e r s ,  (b) d e te r m in e  if  th e  s u b je c t s  w o u ld  r e s p o n d ,  an d  

(c) d e te r m in e  if  th e  s u b je c t s  n e e d e d  a  n ew  q u e s t io n n a i r e .  T h e  s a m e  

f o r m a t  w a s  fo llo w e d  f o r  e a c h  c a l l .  (S e e  A p p e n d ix  C f o r  a  c o p y  of th e  

fo l lo w -u p  te le p h o n e  f o r m a t .  ) T h e  n a m e s  of th e  s tu d e n ts  to  b e  c a l le d  

a n d  t h e i r  te le p h o n e  n u m b e r s  w e r e  l i s t e d  on a  c h e c k  s h e e t  t h a t  a c c o m ­

p a n ie d  th e  te le p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  f o r m a t .  (S ee  A p p e n d ix  D f o r  a  

c o p y  o f th e  c h e c k  s h e e t .  ) A ll th e  s u b je c t s  w ho in d ic a te d  th e y  w o u ld  

r e s p o n d  an d  d id  n o t w e r e  c a l le d  a  s e c o n d  t im e  in  A p r i l .

D u r in g  th is  p r o c e s s  of m a i l in g  a n d  te le p h o n in g ,  e r r o r s  in  th e  

p r in to u t  w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d  a n d  a d ju s tm e n ts  w e r e  m a d e  on th e  p r in to u t .  

A ls o ,  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  s e r v i c e ,  s tu d e n ts  th a t  c o u ld  n o t b e  lo c a te d ,  an d  

a  s tu d e n t  w ho  d ie d  w e r e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  th e  o r ig in a l  p r in to u t .  A  to ta l  

of 93 s u b je c t s  w e r e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n e  f r o m  

th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  l i s t .  T h e  q u a li f ie d  s u b je c t s  n u m b e r e d  868 

f o r  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  65 f o r  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s .
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F r o m  th e  868 p o s s ib l e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  r e s p o n d e n t s ,

530 s u b je c t s  r e t u r n e d  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  p r o v id in g  a  61 p e r c e n t  

r e t u r n .  F r o m  th e  65 p o s s ib le  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r  r e s p o n d e n t s ,  45 

s u b je c t s  r e t u r n e d  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  p ro v id in g  a  69 p e r c e n t  r e t u r n .

A f t e r  th e  d e a d lin e  d a te  of M ay  1, 1977, a  c o d e  b o o k  w a s  

d e v e lo p e d  a n d  th e  r e s p o n s e s  w e r e  c o p ie d  on  f o r m s  u s e d  in  o p t ic a l  

s c a n n in g  p r o c e s s e s .  In  th e  s to r in g  p r o c e s s ,  th e  d e c is io n  w a s  m a d e  

to  l e a v e  n o n r e s p o n s e s  b la n k . V a r ia n c e s  in  th e  t o ta l  n u m b e r  of 

r e s p o n s e s  in  th e  t a b l e s  th a t  fo llo w  r e f l e c t  t h i s  d e c is io n .  T h e  o p t ic a l  

s c a n n in g  s y s te m  a t  W e s te rn  M ic h ig a n  U n iv e r s i ty  s to r e d  th e  d a ta  on 

m a g n e t ic  t a p e s  an d  th e  t a p e s  w e r e  s to r e d  a t  th e  W e s te rn  M ic h ig a n  

U n iv e r s i ty  C o m p u te r  C e n te r .  T h e  s c a n n e r  d id  n o t p ic k  up  d a ta  

f r o m  te n  s h e e t s :  n in e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  an d  o n e  p e r s i s t e r .  T h e  a n a l ­

y s i s  of th e  d a ta  t h a t  fo llo w s  in  C h a p te r s  IV a n d  V i s  b a s e d  on 521 

p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  an d  44  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s .
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CH A PTER IV

C H A R A C T E R IS T IC  D IF F E R E N C E S  AN D S IM IL A R IT IE S  
O F  P A R T -T IM E  P E R S IS T E R S  AN D P A R T -T IM E  

N O N P E R S IS T E R S

I n tr o d u c t io n

T h is  c h a p te r  c o n ta in s  a  r e s p o n s e  b i a s  c h e c k  ( r e s p o n d e n ts  

c o m p a r e d  to  n o n r e s p o n d e n ts  on s e le c te d  v a r i a b l e s )  an d  an  a n a ly s i s  

of d a ta  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a n d  s i m i l a r i t i e s  of p a r t - t i m e  

p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on th e  c r i t e r i o n  m e a s u r e s  of 

a g e ,  s e x ,  m a r i t a l  s t a tu s ,  b i r t h  o r d e r  in  th e  f a m i ly ,  r e l ig io n ,  h ig h  

s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e ,  an d  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls .  D a ta  p e r t i n e n t  to  th e  

q u e s t io n s  an d  a s s o c i a te d  h y p o th e s e s  p r e s e n t e d  in  C h a p te r  I w e r e  

s u b je c t e d  to  th e  c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t .  T h e  le v e l  of s ig n i f ic a n c e  e m p lo y e d  

f o r  r e j e c t i n g  o r  n o t r e j e c t i n g  th e  h y p o th e s i s  w a s  a t  th e  . 05 p r o b a b i l ­

i ty  l e v e l .

C h a p te r  V p r e s e n t s  an  a n a ly s i s  of th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  d e c id in g  to  

l e a v e  th e  c o lle g e  an d  th e  s tu d e n t s ' e m o t io n a l  r e s p o n s e  to  th a t  d e c i ­

s io n  ( q u e s t io n s  2 -5  in  C h a p te r  I ). T h e  a n a ly s i s  in c lu d e s  id e n tify in g  

th e  n u m b e r  of p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w ho  h a v e  n o t m e t  t h e i r  g o a ls  

a n d  s t i l l  p la n  to  r e t u r n  to  c o l le g ia te  s tu d y .  A  g e n e r a l  s u m m a r y  of 

th e  f in d in g s  f r o m  C h a p te r s  IV a n d  V i s  p r e s e n t e d  in  C h a p te r  VI 

a lo n g  w ith  a  c o m p a r is o n  of th is  r e s e a r c h  w ith  r e s e a r c h  c i t e d  in

59
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C h ap te r II.

S e a r c h  F r o m  R e s p o n s e  f o r  B ia s

C h a p te r  III c o n ta in e d  a  c o m p a r is o n  o f th e  s u r v e y  g ro u p  w ith  

th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  f r o m  th e  f a l l  

of th e  s u c c e e d in g  y e a r  (1 9 7 5 ). A c o m p a r is o n  of th e  s u rv e y  g ro u p  

w a s  a l s o  m a d e  w ith  th e  t o ta l  f a l l  e n r o l lm e n t  of 1976 f r o m  w h ic h  th e  

s u r v e y  g ro u p  c a m e . T h e s e  c o m p a r is o n s  w e r e  m a d e  on th e  c r i t e r i o n  

m e a s u r e s  of a g e  an d  s e x . T h e  r e s u l t s  of th e  c o m p a r is o n  of th e  1975 

an d  1976 p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n d ic a te d  th a t  t h e r e  w e r e  p r o p o r ­

t io n a te ly  m o r e  f e m a le s  th a n  m a le s  e n ro l le d .  F o r  b o th  g r o u p s ,  th e  

f e m a le s  r e p r e s e n te d  a p p r o x im a te ly  65 p e r c e n t  of t h e i r  g ro u p  an d  th e  

m a l e s  a p p ro x im a te ly  35 p e r c e n t .  T h e  s e x  d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  s u rv e y  

r e s p o n d e n ts  i s  c o m p a r e d  to  th e  1975 an d  1976 g ro u p s  in  T a b le  8.

A s  in d ic a te d  in  C h a p te r  I II , t h e r e  w e r e  m o r e  m a le s  th a n  

f e m a le s  in  th e  p e r s i s t e r s  s u rv e y  g r o u p .  A c c o rd in g  to  T a b le  8, 

t h e r e  w e r e  m o r e  f e m a le s  th a n  m a l e s  in  th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  s u rv e y  

g ro u p .  T h e  p e r c e n ta g e s  of r e s p o n d in g  m a le s  a n d  f e m a le s  in  T a b le s  

8 a n d  9 r e f l e c t  th is  t r e n d .  W h ile  72 . 1 p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le  n o n ­

p e r s i s t e r s  r e s p o n d e d ,  68 . 2 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  r e s p o n d e d .

In  C h a p te r  III a  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f a g e  b e tw e e n  

th e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w a s  fo u n d . T h e  2 1 -3 0  a g e  b r a c k e t  

r e p r e s e n te d  50. 8 p e r c e n t  of th e  1975 p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  an d
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T ab le  8

C o m p a r i s o n  o f S e x  D is t r i b u t io n  of P a r t - T i m e  
N o n p e r s i s t e r s  f r o m  F a l l  1975 an d  

F a l l  1976 w ith  R e s p o n d e n ts

F a l l 1975 F a l l  1976
S u r v e y

R e s p o n d e n ts

S ex N % N % n %

M a le 411 35. 7 295 34. 0 146 28 . 0

F  e m a le 740 64 . 3 573 66. 0 375 72 . 0

T o ta ls 1, 151 100. 0 868 100. 0 521 100. 0

T a b le  9

C o m p a r i s o n  o f S e x  D is t r ib u t io n  of P a r t - T i m e  
P e r s i s t e r s  f r o m  1975 an d  1976 P a r t - T i m e  

P e r s i s t e r s  w ith  1976 R e s p o n d e n ts

D e c e m b e r  1975 D e c e m b e r  
M a y  1976 1976 
G r a d u a te s  G r a d u a te s

P e r s i s t e r s
S u r v e y

R e s p o n d e n ts

S e x N % N % n %

M a le 24 61 . 5 16 61. 5 30 68 . 2

F  e m a le 15 38. 5 10 38. 5 14 31. 8

T o ta ls 39 100. 0 26 100. 0 44 100. 0
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43 p e r c e n t  of th e  1976 p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  w h i le  th e  p a r t - t i m e  

p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  50 p e r c e n t  o r  o v e r  d i s t r ib u t e d  in  th e  3 1 -4 0  a g e  

b r a c k e t .  T h e  c o m p a r is o n  of th e  1975 a n d  1976 p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  

a n d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w ith  th e  r e s p o n d e n t s  is  p r e s e n t e d  in  

T a b le  10 a n d  T a b le  11.

T a b le  10

C o m p a r i s o n  o f A g e  D i s t r i b u t io n  of P a r t - T i m e  
N o n p e r s i s t e r s  f r o m  F a l l  1975 a n d  F a l l  1976 

w ith  R e s p o n d e n ts

A g e

F a l l  1975 
P a r t -  T im e  

N o n p e r s i s t e r s

F a l l  1976 
P a r t - T i m e  

N o n p e r s i s t e r s

N o n p e r s i s t e r s
S u rv e y

R e s p o n d e n ts

N % N % n %

1 1 -2 0 161 14. 0 217 25 . 0 113 21. 7

2 1 -3 0 585 50. 8 373 4 3 . 0 219 42. 0

3 1 -4 0 223. 19. 4 165 19. 0 100 19. 2

4 1 -5 0 122 10. 6 78 9. 0 55 10. 6

5 1 -6 0 58 5. 0 26 3. 0 28 5. 4

6 1 -7 0 2 . 2 8 . 9 5 . 9

7 1 -8 0 1 . 1 1 . 2

T o ta ls 1, 151 100. 0 868 100. 0 521 100. 0

T h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f r e s p o n d e n ts  in  e a c h  a g e  b r a c k e t  c o m p a r e d  

r e l a t i v e ly  w e l l  w ith  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s
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f r o m  1975 a n d  1976. A ls o ,  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  r e f l e c t e d  th e  s a m e  

l a r g e  p e r c e n ta g e  in  th e  2 1 -3 0  a g e  b r a c k e t .  T a b le  11 in d ic a te s  th a t  

th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  w ho  r e s p o n d e d  h a d  th e  l a r g e s t  p e r c e n ta g e  

d i s t r ib u t e d  in  th e  3 1 -4 0  a g e  b r a c k e t .  T h e  a g e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  

r e s p o n d in g  p e r s i s t e r s  a ls o  r e f l e c t e d  th e  a g e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  

s u r v e y  g r o u p .

T a b le  11

C o m p a r i s o n  of A g e  D is t r i b u t io n  o f P a r t - T i m e  
P e r s i s t e r s  f r o m  D e c e m b e r  1975, M ay  1976, a n d  

D e c e m b e r  1976 G r a d u a te s  w ith  R e s p o n d e n ts

D e c e m b e r  1975 
M ay  1976 

G r a d u a te s

D e c e m b e r
1976

G r a d u a te s R e s p o n d e n ts

A g e N % N % n %

1 1 -2 0

2 1 -3 0 9 23. 1 6 23 . 1 12 27. 3

3 1 -4 0 20 o 51. 3 13 50. 0 23 52. 3

4 1 -5 0 6 15. 4 5 19. 2 7 15. 9

5 1 -6 0 4 10. 2 • 2 7 . 7 2 4. 5

6 1 -7 0

7 1 -8 0

T o ta ls 39 100. 0 26 100. 0 44 100. 0
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In  th e  F a l l  S e m e s t e r  of 1976 t h e r e  w e r e  2, 669 s tu d e n ts  w ho 

a t te n d e d  K e llo g g  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e  p a r t  t im e .  Of th o s e  s tu d e n ts ,  

th e  C o l le g e  r e c o r d s  sh o w e d  th a t  374  (14  p e rc e n t )  w e r e  f i r s t - t i m e  

s tu d e n t s ,  an d  290 (9 p e rc e n t )  w e r e  r e tu r n in g  s tu d e n ts .  H o w e v e r ,  

th e  s ta tu s  of 1, 975 (74 p e rc e n t )  s tu d e n ts  w a s  u n know n. T h e  p a r t -  

t im e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  in d ic a te d  in  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  w h e th e r  th is  w a s  

th e  f i r s t  t im e  th e y  h a d  ta k e n  c o lle g e  w o rk  o r  n o t. T h a t  b re a k d o w n  

a c c o r d in g  to  s e x  i s  p r e s e n t e d  in  T a b le  12. I t  i s  i n te r e s t in g  to  n o te  

th e  s im i l a r i t y  o f th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of e n r o l lm e n t  s ta tu s  b e tw e e n  th e  

m a l e s  a n d  f e m a le s .

T a b le  12

E n r o l lm e n t  S ta tu s  of P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  
W ho R e s p o n d e d  A c c o r d in g  to  S e x  D is t r ib u t io n

F i r s t - T im e R e tu rn in g
S tu d e n ts S tu d e n ts  a T o ta ls

S e x n % n % n %

M a le 60 36. 1 106 63 . 9 166 100. 0

F  e m a le 136 36. 8 234 63 . 2 370 100. 0

a D o e s  n o t n e c e s s a r i l y  m e a n  th e y  a t t e n d e d  K e llo g g  C o m m u n ity  
C o l le g e  p r i o r  to  th e  F a l l  1976 S e m e s t e r .  T h e y  m a y  h a v e  a t t e n d e d  
a n o th e r  c o lle g e .

F r o m  th e  a b o v e  a n a ly s i s  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  w e r e
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r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  of th e  t o ta l  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e  

p e r s i s t e r s - - e s p e c i a l l y  on  th e  c r i t e r i o n  m e a s u r e  of a g e . T h e  f e m a le s  

a n d  th e  m a le s  w ho r e s p o n d e d  d id  n o t  d i f f e r  g r e a t ly  f r o m  th e  s u r v e y  

g r o u p ,  b u t  w e r e  a n a ly z e d  s e p a r a t e l y  in  th e  fo llo w in g  a n a ly s e s  f o r  

c o n s id e r a t i o n  in  f u tu r e  s tu d i e s .

T h e  a n a ly s i s  of th e  h y p o th e s e s  th a t  fo llo w s  w il l  p r e s e n t  th e  

h y p o th e s i s ,  an  a n a ly s i s  o f th e  d a ta ,  r e s u l t s  of th e  c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t ,  

a n d  a  b r ie f  s u m m a ry  o f e a c h  a n a ly s i s .  A n a n a ly s i s  o f th e  r e s u l t s  in  

c o m p a r is o n  w ith  th e  r e s e a r c h  c i t e d  in  C h a p te r  II w il l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  in  

th e  s u m m a r y  o f C h a p te r  V I.

R e s u l t s

O ne of th e  m a j o r  q u e s t i o n s  r a i s e d  in  th is  s tu d y  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  

w ith  " a g e "  an d  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h ip ,  i f  an y , to  p e r s i s t e n c e  an d  n o n p e r ­

s i s t e n c e .  S tu d ie s  of p e r s i s t e n c e  a n d /o r  n o n p e r s i s te n c e  c o n d u c te d  a t  

f o u r - y e a r  c o lle g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  g e n e r a l ly  h a v e  n o t  p e r c e iv e d  

" a g e "  a s  a  s ig n i f ic a n t  c r i t e r i o n  m e a s u r e .  H y p o th e s is  1 a n d  a n y  

o th e r  a n a ly s i s  th a t  d e a ls  w ith  a g e  h a v e  b e e n  c o n d u c te d  in  o r d e r  to  

d e te r m in e  if  th is  i s  t r u e  a t  th e  c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  le v e l .

H y p o th e s is  1

T a b le  13 in d ic a te s  th e  r e s u l t s  of th e  c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t  f o r  

H y p o th e s is  1: T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  a g e  d i s t r ib u t io n
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f o r  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r  an d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r .

S u m m a ry :  H y p o th e s is  1

U s in g  a  c h i - s q u a r e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  ta b le ,  H y p o th e s is  1 w a s  

r e j e c te d .  T h e  r e s u l t s  sh o w e d  th a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  a g e  

d i s t r ib u t io n  of p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

A s th e  r e s u l t s  in d ic a te d ,  o v e r  50 p e r c e n t  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  in  

th e  3 1 -4 0  a g e  b r a c k e t ,  w h ile  o v e r  60 p e r c e n t  of th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

f e l l  b e lo w  31 y e a r s  of a g e . F u r th e r m o r e ,  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  

w e r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  b e tw e e n  21 a n d  60 y e a r s  o f a g e , w h ile  th e  p a r t -  

t im e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  r a n g e d  s o m e w h e r e  b e tw e e n  11 an d  61 o r  o ld e r .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  th a t  th e s e  a g e  d i s t r ib u t io n s  w e r e  c o n ­

s i s t e n t  w ith  th e  1975 g ro u p  of p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  

I t  i s  a ls o  w o r th  n o tin g  th a t  a  b r e a k d o w n  of th e  a g e  d i s t r ib u t io n  

a c c o r d in g  to  s e x  r e f l e c t e d  th e  s a m e  p a t t e r n .  T a b le  14 p r e s e n t s  th is  

b re a k d o w n .

H y p o th e s is  2

A  q u e s t io n  r a i s e d  in  th is  s tu d y  c o n c e r n e d  th e  s e x  d i s t r ib u t io n  

of p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  H y p o th e s is  2: 

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of m a le s  an d  f e m a le s  

b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w a s  

r e j e c te d .  A s T a b le  15 in d ic a te s ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e
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T ab le  13

A g e  D i s t r i b u t io n  f o r  P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  
P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s

11 -2 0 21 -3 0 31 -4 0 41 -5 0 51 -6 0 61 & o ld e r T o ta l

n % n % n % * % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 12 27. 3 23 52. 3 7 1 5 .9 2 4. 5 44 100. 0

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 113 21. 7 219 4 2 . 0 100 19. 2 55 10. 6 28 5. 4 6 1. 1 521 100. 0

T o ta ls 113 20. 0 231 40 . 9 123 21 . 7 62 11. 0 30 5. 3 6 1 . 1 565 100. 0

N o te : X 2 = 33. 70*; d f = 5 

S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  a t  . 05 l e v e l .
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T ab le  14

A g e  D is tr ib u tio n ,  of P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  
N o n p e r s i s t e r s  A c c o rd in g  to  S e x

11 -2 0 21 -3 0 31 -4 0 41 -5 0 5 1 -6 0 61 & o ld e r T o ta l

% n % n % - % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s

M a le 10 33. 3 15 50 . 0 5 16. 7 30 100. 0

F  e m a le 2 14. 3 8 5 7 . 1 2 14. 3 2 1 4 .3 14 100. 0

T o ta ls 12 2 7 . 3 23 52. 3 7 1 5 .9 2 4. 5 44 100. 0

N o n p e r s i s t e r s

M a le 37 25. 3 63 4 3 . 2 29 19. 8 9 6. 2 7 4 .8 1 . 7 146 100. 0

F  e m a le 76 20 . 3 156 4 1 .6 71 18. 9 46 12. 3 21 5 .6 5 1. 3 375 100. 0

T o ta ls 113 21. 7 219 4 2 . 0 100 19. 2 55 10. 6 28 5. 4 6 1. 1 521 100. 0

N o te :  T h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  b o th  m a le  a n d  f e m a le ,  a r e  d e f in i te ly  y o u n g e r .

oo
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s e x  d i s t r ib u t io n  of p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

T a b le  15

S e x  D i s t r i b u t io n  o f P a r t - T i m e  
P e r s i s t e r s  an d  N o n p e r s i s t e r s

M a le F  e m a le T o ta l

n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 30 68 . 2 14 31. 8 44 100. 0

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 146 28. 0 375 72. 0 521 100. 0

T o ta ls 176 31. 2 389 68 . 8 565 100. 0

N o te : X 2 = 30. 782*; d f = 1

^ S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  a t  . 05 le v e l .

S u m m a ry :  H y p o th e s is  2

T h e  r e s u l t s  sh o w e d  a n  i n v e r s e  r e l a t i o n s h ip .  A lm o s t  th e  s a m e  

p e r c e n ta g e  of m a le s  p e r s i s t e d  a s  th e  p e r c e n ta g e  of f e m a le s  w ho  d id  

n o t  p e r s i s t .  W h ile  th e  f e m a le s  m a d e  up  th e  l a r g e s t  p e r c e n ta g e  of 

p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  (72 . 0 p e r c e n t ) ,  th e  m a le s  m a d e  up  th e  

l a r g e s t  p e r c e n ta g e  ( 6 8 .2  p e rc e n t )  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s .

H y p o th e s is  3

I t  fo llo w s  th a t  i f  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  i s  o ld e r  th a n  th e
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t r a d i t i o n a l  f u l l - t i m e  s tu d e n t ,  th e  m a r i t a l  s ta tu s  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  

s tu d e n t  sh o u ld  b e  e x a m in e d .  H y p o th e s is  3: T h e r e  w il l  b e  no  d i f f e r ­

e n c e  in  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  ty p e  of m a r i t a l  s ta tu s  b e tw e e n  p a r t -  

t im e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  th is  

q u e s t io n .  A s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  w a s  fo u n d  a n d  H y p o th ­

e s i s  3 w a s  r e j e c te d .  T a b le  16 p r e s e n t s  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  a c c o r d in g  to  

m a r i t a l  s ta tu s .

S u m m a ry :  H y p o th e s is  3

I t  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t  w h i le  o v e r  50 p e r c e n t  of b o th  th e  p a r t -  

t im e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  m a r r i e d ,

33. 2 p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  s in g le ,  a s  o p p o s e d  

to  4 . 5 p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s .  A. b re a k d o w n  of m a r i t a l  

s ta tu s  a c c o r d in g  to  s e x  i s  p r e s e n t e d  in  T a b le  17. T h e  r e s u l t s  sh o w e d  

t h a t  93 . 4 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  m a r r i e d  an d  42 . 1 p e r ­

c e n t  of th e  m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  s in g le .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  2 8 .6  p e r ­

c e n t  of th e  f e m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  d iv o rc e d  a s  o p p o se d  to  8. 5 p e r ­

c e n t  of th e  f e m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w ho  w e r e  d iv o rc e d .  T h e r e  w e r e  no 

w id o w e rs  a m o n g  th e  m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  o r  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

H y p o th e s is  4

A g e  an d  s e x  a r e  i m p o r ta n t  f a c t o r s  a b o u t  a n  in d iv id u a l .  A n  

i n d iv id u a l 's  b i r t h  r a n k  in  th e  f a m i ly  i s  th o u g h t b y  s o m e  to  g iv e  t h a t
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T ab le  16

D is t r i b u t io n  o f M a r i t a l  S ta tu s  B e tw e e n  P a r t - T i m e  
P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s

S in g le E n g a g e d M a r r ie d S e p a r a t e d D iv o r c e d W idow T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 2 4 . 5 1 2. 3 37 84 . 1 4 9. 1 44 100. 0

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 173 3 3 .2 16 3. 1 267 51. 3 10 2. 0 38 7. 3 17 3. 1 521 100. 0

T o ta ls 175 3 1 .0 17 3. 0 304 53. 8 10 1. 8 42 7. 4 17 3. 0 565 100. 0

N o te :  X 2 = 2 1 .4 3 6 * : df = 5

'r S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  a t  th e  . 05 l e v e l .
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T ab le  17

D is tr i b u t io n  of M a r i t a l  S ta tu s  B e tw e e n  P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s  
a n d  P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  A c c o rd in g  to  S e x

S in g le E n g a g e d M a r r i e d S e p a r a t e d D iv o r c e d W idow T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s

M a le 1 3. 3 1 3. 3 28 9 3 .4 30 100. 0

F  e m a le 1 7. 1 9 64 . 3 4 2 8 .6 14 100. 0

N o n p e r s i s t e r s

M a le 61 4 2 . 1 4 2. 8 72 49 . 6 2 1 .4 6 4 . 1 145 100. 0

F  e m a le 112 29. 9 12 3. 2 194 51. 7 8 2. 1 32 8 . 5 17 4 . 5 375 100. 0

-o
to
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in d iv id u a l  s p e c i f ic  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  m u c h  th e  s a m e  a s  do  a g e  an d  s e x . 

T h is  s tu d y  q u e s t io n e d  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  of b i r t h  r a n k  in  r e g a r d s  to  

p e r s i s t e n c e .  T h e  r e s e a r c h  h y p o th e s i s  th a t  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  a  d i f f e r ­

e n c e  i s  s ta t e d  in  th e  n u ll  f o rm .  H y p o th e s is  4: T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no d i f ­

f e r e n c e  in  th e  ty p e  of f a m i ly  b i r t h  r a n k  d i s t r ib u t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t -  

t im e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w a s  t e s t e d  a n d  no s t a ­

t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  w a s  fo u n d . T h e r e f o r e ,  H y p o th e s is  4 

w a s  n o t  r e j e c t e d .  T a b le  18 p r e s e n t s  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of b i r t h  r a n k  in  

th e  f a m i ly .

S u m m a ry :  H y p o th e s is  4

W h ile  H y p o th e s is  4 d id  n o t p r o v e  to  b e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  

a t  . 05 l e v e l ,  s o m e  o b s e r v a t io n s  w e r e  m a d e .  O n th is  p a r t i c u l a r  

q u e s t io n ,  th e  r e s p o n d e n t s  c o u ld  w r i te  in  a  r e s p o n s e  to  th e  i te m  

"N o n e  of th e  a b o v e  ( p le a s e  s p e c i fy ) .  " In  t a b u la t in g  th e s e  r e s p o n s e s ,  

i t  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  th a t  a l l  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  w ho  r e s p o n d e d  in  w r i t in g  

w e r e  a c tu a l ly  m id d le  c h i ld r e n .  A ll of th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  a ls o  

m id d le  c h i ld r e n  e x c e p t  f o r  tw o . O ne of th e  tw o  r e s p o n d e d  th a t  sh e  

h a d  s t e p - b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  b u t  d id  n o t i n d ic a te  h e r  b i r t h  r a n k ,  

w h i le  th e  o th e r  i n d ic a te d  h e  w a s  a  tw in  a n d  d id  n o t g iv e  t h e i r  b i r t h  

r a n k .  A s c a n  b e  e x p e c te d  f r o m  th e  r e s u l t s  of th e  c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t ,  

t h e r e  w a s  c o n s id e r a b l e  s im i l a r i t y  b e tw e e n  th e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  n o n ­

p e r s i s t e r s  in  t h e i r  d i s t r ib u t io n s  a c c o r d in g  to  b i r t h  r a n k  in  th e
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T able  18

D is t r i b u t io n  of F a m i l y  B i r th  R a n k  B e tw e e n  P a r t - T i m e  
P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s

O n ly
C h ild

O ld e s t
C h ild

Y o u n g e s t
C h ild

M id d le
C h ild

N o n e  of 
T h e s e T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 4  9. 1 18 40 . 9 14 31. 8 6 13. 6 2 4. 6 44 100. 0

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 26 5. 0 175 33. 8 170 32. 8 101 19. 5 46 8 . 9 518 100. 0

T o ta ls 30 5. 3 193 34. 4 184 32. 7 107 19. 0 48 8. 6 562 100. 0

N o te : X 2 = 3 .4 9 6 ;  d f = 4



75

f a m i ly .  H o w e v e r , a s  T a b le  19 d e m o n s t r a t e s ,  a n  a n a ly s i s  a c c o r d in g  

to  s e x  in d ic a te d  th a t  21. 4 p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  

d i s t r ib u t e d  in  th e  " o n ly  c h ild "  c a te g o r y ,  w h ile  th e  l a r g e s t  d i s t r i b u ­

t io n  in  th e  " o ld e s t  c h ild "  c a te g o r y  w a s  a m o n g  th e  m a le  p e r s i s t e r s .  

T a b le  19 p r e s e n t s  a n  a n a ly s i s  of th e  b i r t h  r a n k  in  th e  f a m i ly  of p e r ­

s i s t e r s  an d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a c c o r d in g  to  s e x .  W hen  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  th e  

w r i t t e n  r e p l i e s  w e r e  d i s t r ib u t e d  in  th e  " b e tw e e n  th e  y o u n g e s t  an d  

o ld e s t"  c e l l .

H y p o th e s is  5

R e s e a r c h  c i t e d  in  C h a p te r  II  r e p o r t e d  th a t  r e l i g io u s  a f f i l i a t i o n s  

r e l a t e d  to  p e r s i s t e n c e  a t  th e  f o u r - y e a r  c o lle g e  le v e l .  T h e  r e s e a r c h  

h y p o th e s i s  th a t  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  

ty p e  of c h ild h o o d  r e l i g io n  a n d  th e  a d u lt  r e l i g io u s  p e r f e r e n c e  is  s ta t e d  

in  th e  n u ll  f o rm .  H y p o th e s is  5: T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e

d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  ty p e  of c h ild h o o d  r e l i g io n  an d  th e  a d u lt  r e l i g io u s  

p r e f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

w a s  t e s t e d  on tw o l e v e l s .  T h e  s u r v e y  g ro u p  w a s  a s k e d  to  i n d ic a te  

(a) th e  r e l i g io n  in  w h ic h  th e y  w e r e  r a i s e d  a n d  (b) th e  r e l i g io n  in  w h ic h  

th e y  w e r e  c u r r e n t l y  p r a c t ic in g .  N e i th e r  r e s p o n s e  sh o w e d  a n y  s t a ­

t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  ty p e  of 

r e l i g io u s  p r e f e r e n c e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  H y p o th e s is  5 w a s  n o t r e j e c te d .

T a b le  20 p r e s e n t s  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  ty p e  of r e l i g io n  in  w h ic h
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T ab le  19

D is t r i b u t io n  of F a m i ly  B i r th  R a n k  B e tw e e n  P a r t - T i m e  
P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  

A c c o rd in g  to  S e x

O n ly
C h ild

O ld e s t
C h ild

Y o u n g e s t  
C h ild

M id d le
C h ild

N o n e  of 
T h e s e T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s

M a le s 1 3. 3 13 4 3 . 4 9 30. 0 7 23. 3 30 100. 0

F  e m a le s 3 2 1 .4 5 35. 7 5 35. 7 1 7 . 2 14 100. 0

N o n p e r s i s t e r s

M a le s 7 4 .9 47 32. 9 48 33. 5 40 28 . 0 1 . . 7 143 100. 0

F e m a le s 19 5. 1 127 33. 9 122 32. 6 105 28. 1 1 . 3 374 100. 0

-Jo



77
th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  w e r e  r a i s e d  a n d  T a b le  21 p r e s e n t s  th e  d i s t r i b u t io n  

o f th e  ty p e  of r e l i g io n  in  w h ic h  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  w e r e  c u r r e n t l y  a f f i l ­

i a te d .

S u m m a ry :  H y p o th e s is  5

Tw o o b s e r v a t io n s  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  in  r e g a r d s  to  T a b le s  20  an d  

21 . T h e  J e w is h  r e l i g io n  i s  th e  o n ly  r e l i g io n  n o t r e p r e s e n te d  a m o n g  

e i t h e r  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  o r  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

W h ile  a  s l ig h tly  l a r g e r  p e r c e n t a g e  (4 . 5) of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  o v e r  th e  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  r a i s e d  w i th o u t  a  r e l i g io u s  a f f i l i a t io n ,  a lm o s t  

9. 4 p e r c e n t  m o r e  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  th a n  th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  c u r ­

r e n t l y  w ith o u t  a  r e l i g io u s  a f f i l i a t i o n .  H o w e v e r , b o th  s u r v e y  g r o u p s  

s h o w e d  an  i n c r e a s e  in  th e  n u m b e r  w ho  w e r e  c u r r e n t l y  w i th o u t  a  

r e l i g io u s  a f f i l i a t io n .  A m o n g  th e  p e r s i s t e r s  24. 3 p e r c e n t  l e f t  th e  

r e l i g io n  in  w h ic h  th e y  w e r e  r a i s e d  a n d  d id  n o t c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  a n y  

r e l i g io u s  p r e f e r e n c e .  A m o n g  th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  1 9 .4  p e r c e n t  l e f t  

th e  r e l i g io n  in  w h ic h  th e y  w e r e  r a i s e d  an d  d id  n o t c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  a n y  

r e l i g io u s  p r e f e r e n c e .

A n u n e d ite d  l i s t  of th e  w r i t t e n  r e s p o n s e s  to  th e  " O th e r ,  p l e a s e  

s p e c i f y "  c h o ic e  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  th e  l a r g e s t  n u m b e r  of w r i t t e n  r e s p o n s e s  

f o r  b o th  th e  r e l ig io n  in  w h ic h  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r  w a s  

r a i s e d  an d  th e  r e l i g io n  in  w h ic h  th e  r e s p o n d e n t  w a s  c u r r e n t l y  p r a c ­

t ic in g  w a s  " n o n d e n o m in a tio n a l .  " (S ee  A p p e n d ix  E . ) O ne p a r t - t i m e
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T ab le  20

D is t r i b u t io n  o f th e  T y p e  of R e l ig io n  in  W h ich  
P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  W e re  R a i s e d

A d v e n t is t B a p t is t C a th o lic
C h r i s t i a n
S c ie n t i s t

C h u rc h  
of G od C ong r e g a t io n a l

n % n % n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 6 14. 7 9 2 2 . 0 1 2. 5 4 9. 8

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 7 1 .4 68 13. 4 98 19. 4 6 1. 2 17 3. 4 22 4 . 3

T o ta ls 7 1 .3 74 13. 5 107 19. 5 6 1. 1 18 3. 3 26 4 . 7

E p is c o p a l ia n J e w is h M o rm o n L u th e ra n M e n n o n ite M e th o d is t

P e r s i s t e r s 2 4 . 5 11 26 . 9

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 19 3 .8 1 . 2 29 5. 7 1 . 2 118 23 . 3

T o ta ls 19 3. 5 1 . 2 31 5. 7 1 . 2 129 23 . 6
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T ab le  21

D is t r i b u t io n  of th e  T y p e  of R e l ig io n  C u r r e n t l y  
P r a c t i c e d  b y  P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  N o n p e r s i s t e r s

A d v e n t is t B a p t is t C a th o lic
C h r i s t i a n
S c ie n t i s t

C h u rc h  
of G od C o n g re :g a t io n a l

n ■% n % n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 4 9 .8 7 17. 1 1 2. 4 2 4 .9

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 3 .6 51 10. 3 80 16. 2 1 . 2 11 2. 2 13 2. 6

T o ta ls 3 . 5 55 10. 3 87 16. 2 1 . 2 12 2. 2 15 2 .8

E p is c o p a l ia n J e w is h M o rm o n L u th e ra n M e n n o n ite M e th o d is t

P e r s i s t e r s 2 4 .9 2 4 .9 7 17. 1

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 19 3. 8 2 . 4 23 4 . 6 1 . 2 78 1 5 .8

T o ta ls 21 3 .9 2 . 4 25 4. 7 1 . 2 85 1 5 .8
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p e r s i s t e r  w r o te  in  " U n i te d  B r e th r e n "  in  r e s p o n s e  to  th e  r e l i g io n  in  

w h ic h  th e  s u b je c t  w a s  r a i s e d ,  a n d  one p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r  w r o te  in  

" P e n te c o s ta l "  a s  th e  r e l i g io n  c u r r e n t l y  b e in g  p r a c t ic e d .

H y p o th e s is  6

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  th e  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e  is  

g e n e r a l ly  c o n s id e r e d  to  b e  th e  b e s t  p r e d i c to r  of s u c c e s s  in  c o lle g e .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  w h ile  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  s u c c e s s  a n d  p e r s i s t e n c e  

h a s  b e e n  s u p p o r te d ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  fo llo w  th a t  th e  a b i l i ty  to  

e a r n  p a s s in g  g r a d e s  i n s u r e s  p e r s i s t e n c e .  H y p o th e s is  6: T h e r e  w il l

b e  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f th e  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e  

b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

d e a l t  w ith  th is  v a r i a b le .  T h e  r e s u l t s  a s  p r e s e n t e d  in  T a b le  22 in d i ­

c a te  th a t  t h e r e  w a s  no  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  

h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t -  

t im e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  H y p o th e s is  6 w a s  n o t  r e j e c t e d .

S u m m a ry :  H y p o th e s is  6

N o t o n ly  d id  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e  

a p p e a r  to  b e  v e r y  s i m i l a r  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n ­

p e r s i s t e r s ,  th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  a  l a r g e r  p e r c e n ta g e  d i s t r ib u t e d  in  

th e  "A "  c a te g o r y  a n d  a  s m a l l e r  p e r c e n ta g e  in  th e  "D "  c a te g o r y  th a n  

d id  th e  p e r s i s t e r s .  S o m e  of th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  in  th e  " n o n g r a d u a te "
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T ab le  22

H ig h  S c h o o l G r a d e  A v e r a g e  D i s t r i b u t io n s  B e tw e e n  P a r t - T i m e  
P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s

A  B C D  N o n - G ra d  T o ta l

% n  % n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 4 9. 1 27 61 . 3 12 27. 3 1 2. 3 44 100. 0

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 78 14. 9 252 50 . 5 160 31. 1 5 1. 1 13 2. 4 508 100. 0

T o ta ls 82 14. 9 279 50 . 5 172 31. 1 6 1. 1 13 2 .4 552 100. 0

N o te : X 2 = 4. 247; df = 4
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c o lu m n  sh o u ld  b e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  " a d v a n c e d  p la c e m e n t"  s tu d e n ts  w ho  

a r e  ta k in g  c o lle g e  c l a s s e s  w h ile  a tte n d in g  h ig h  s c h o o l.  O th e r s  m ay ­

b e  a d u lt ,  n o n g r a d u a te s  w h o  a r e  a t te n d in g  c o lle g e  c l a s s e s  f o r  e n r i c h ­

m e n t  o r  o c c u p a t io n a l  r e a s o n s .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  t h e r e  w a s  no w a y  in  

th is  a n a ly s i s  to  d e te r m in e  th e  i n d iv id u a l  p e r c e n ta g e s  of t h e s e  tw o 

g r o u p s .  A n a n a ly s i s  of th e  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e  a c c o r d in g  to  

s e x ,  p r e s e n t e d  in  T a b le  23 , r e v e a l e d  th a t  m o r e  f e m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

m a in ta in e d  an  "A "  a v e r a g e  th a n  th e  o th e r s  an d  m o r e  of th e  f e m a le  

p e r s i s t e r s  m a in ta in e d  a  " B "  a v e r a g e .  W hen th e  "A "  an d  " B "  p e r ­

c e n ta g e s  w e r e  a g g re g a te d ,  th e  p a r t - t i m e  f e m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  9 2 . 9 

p e r c e n t  m a in ta in in g  a n  " A "  o r  " B " ;  th e  p a r t - t i m e  f e m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  

69 . 9 p e r c e n t ;  th e  p a r t - t i m e  m a le  p e r s i s t e r s ,  60 p e r c e n t ;  a n d  th e  p a r t -  

t im e  m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  5 1 .8  p e r c e n t .

H y p o th e s is  7

B a s e d  on r e s e a r c h  t h a t  r e p o r t e d  a  r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  e d u c a ­

t io n a l  g o a ls  an d  p e r s i s t e n c e ,  o n e  of th e  q u e s tio n s  r a i s e d  in  C h a p te r  I 

w a s  "W hy do p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  a t t e n d  th e  c o m m u n ity  c o l l e g e ? " .

T h e  r e s e a r c h  h y p o th e s i s  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  s ta t e d  in  

th e  n u ll  f o rm .  H y p o th e s is  7: T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  ty p e

of e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  b e tw e e n  th e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w a s  

b a s e d  on  th e  q u e s t io n  a b o v e .  A  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  

a t  th e  . 05 le v e l  w a s  fo u n d  a n d  H y p o th e s is  7 w a s  r e j e c te d .  A s
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T ab le  23

H ig h  S c h o o l G r a d e  A v e r a g e  D i s t r i b u t io n s  of P a r t - T i m e  
P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  

A c c o rd in g  to  S e x

A B c D N o n - G ra d T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s

M a le 3 10. 0 15 50. 0 11 36. 7 1 3. 3 30 100. 0

F e m a le 1 7. 1 12 85. 8 1 7. 1 14 100. 0

N o n p e r s i s t e r s

M a le 13 9 .4 59 42. 4 61 43. 9 1 . 7 5 3.6 139 100. 0

F e m a le 65 17. 6 193 52. 3 99 26. 8 4 1. 1 8 2. 2 369 100. 0
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d e m o n s t r a t e d  in  T a b le  24, t h e r e  w a s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  

g o a ls  of p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

S u m m a ry :  H y p o th e s is  7

A n  a n a ly s i s  of T a b le  24 sh o w e d  th a t  45 . 2 p e r c e n t  of th e  n o n p e r ­

s i s t e r s  a s  o p p o s e d  to  16. 3 p e r c e n t  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  " w a n te d  to  ta k e  

(a) c l a s s ( e s ) "  a s  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  g o a l  w h en  th e y  e n r o l l e d  a t  K e llo g g  

C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e .  T h is  g ro u p  c o u ld  b e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  n o n d e g re e  

p e r s i s t e r s  in  t h a t  th e y  c o m p le te d  th e  s e m e s t e r  a n d  th a t  m a y  h a v e  

b e e n  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  g o a l.  H o w e v e r , a n  a n a ly s i s  of th e  w r i t t e n  

r e s p o n s e s  to  " o th e r "  r e v e a l e d  th a t  s o m e  n o n d e g re e  r e s p o n d e n ts  h a d  

s e r i o u s  g o a ls  th a t  h a d  n o t b e e n  m e t .  T h e  g o a ls  f a l l  in to  f o u r  m a in  

c a te g o r ie s :  p r e p r o f e s s i o n a l  g o a ls ;  e x p lo r a to r y  g o a ls ;  o c c u p a t io n a l ,

p r o f e s s io n a l ,  o r  b u s in e s s  g o a ls ;  an d  p e r s o n a l  e n r i c h m e n t  g o a ls .

(S ee  A p p e n d ix  F .  ) I t  c a n  b e  a s s u m e d  th a t  a  p r e c i s e  a n a ly s i s  of th e  

45 . 2 p e r c e n t  w ho in d ic a te d  th a t  th e y  " w a n te d  to  ta k e  (a) c la s s ( e s ) "  

w o u ld  a l s o  r e v e a l  s e r i o u s  n o n d e g re e  a c a d e m ic  g o a ls .  T h e s e  s tu d e n ts  

m a y  a ls o  p u r s u e  a n  i r r e g u l a r  p a t t e r n  of a t t e n d a n c e  a s  w e ll  a s  b e in g  

p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts .

H o w e v e r ,  th e  a n a ly s i s  of th e  r e s u l t s  sh o w e d  th a t  th e  p a r t - t i m e  

p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  83 . 7 p e r c e n t  of th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  in d ic a t in g  a  c e r t i f i ­

c a te  o r  a  d e g r e e  g o a l,  w h ile  47 . 5 p e r c e n t  of th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  a  

c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  d e g r e e  g o a l.  A m o n g  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s ,  67. 4
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T ab le  24

G o a l D i s t r i b u t io n s  B e tw e e n  P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s  
a n d  P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s

W a n te d  to  
T a k e  C la s s C e r t i f i c a te

T w o -Y e a r  
V o c a tio n a l

B a c h e lo r 1 s 
D e g r e e

M a s t e r 1 s 
D e g r e e

n % n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 7 16. 3 7 16. 3 10 2 3 .2 15 3 4 .9 1 2. 3

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 234 45 . 2 81 1 5 .7 77 1 4 .9 63 1 2 .2 12 2. 3

S p e c ia l i s t P h .  D. o r
D e g r e e E d . D . D e g r e e O th e r T o ta l

P e r s i s t e r s 1 2. 3 2 4. 7 43 1 0 0 .0

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 6 1. 2 6 1 .2 38 7 . 3 517 1 0 0 .0

N o te : X 2 = 31. 206* ; d f = 7 

'‘'S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  a t  th e  . 05 le v e l .

00



p e r c e n t  a s p i r e d  to  a  tw o - y e a r  v o c a t io n a l  d e g r e e  o r  b e t t e r  w h ile  31. 8 

p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a s p i r e d  to  a  tw o - y e a r  v o c a ­

t io n a l  d e g r e e  o r  b e t t e r .  W h ile  44 . 2 p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r ­

s i s t e r s  a s p i r e d  to  a  b a c h e l o r 's  d e g r e e  o r  h ig h e r ,  16. 9 p e r c e n t  of th e  

p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  h e ld  th is  a s p i r a t i o n .

A n a n a ly s i s  of th e  a c a d e m ic  g o a ls  of p e r s i s t e r s  an d  n o n p e r ­

s i s t e r s  a c c o r d in g  to  s e x  r e v e a l e d  s o m e  p r o v o c a t iv e  i n fo r m a t io n .  

O v e r  50 p e r c e n t  (53 . 3 p e rc e n t )  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  

a s p i r e d  to  a  b a c h e l o r 's  d e g r e e  o r  h ig h e r ,  w h ile  o n ly  23. 1 p e r c e n t  of 

th e  p a r t - t i m e  f e m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  th is  a s p i r a t i o n  le v e l .  H o w e v e r ,  

o v e r  h a l f  (54 . 6 p e rc e n t )  of th e  f e m a le  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a s p i r e d  

to  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  a  tw o - y e a r  v o c a t io n a l  d e g r e e .  T h e  p a r t - t i m e  

m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  in d ic a te d  th a t  22 . 3 p e r c e n t  of th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  

a s p i r e d  to  a  b a c h e l o r 's  d e g r e e  o r  b e t t e r ,  w h ile  14. 7 p e r c e n t  of th e  

p a r t - t i m e  f e m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a s p i r e d  to  a  b a c h e l o r 's  d e g r e e  o r  

b e t t e r .  T a b le  25 p r e s e n t s  a n  a n a ly s i s  of th e  a c a d e m ic  g o a ls  of th e  

p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a c c o r d in g  to  

s e x .  C h a p te r  V p r e s e n t s  a n  a n a ly s i s  of th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e .
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A c a d e m ic  G o a l  D i s t r i b u t io n  of P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  
P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  A c c o rd in g  to  S e x

W a n te d  to
T a k e  C la s s  C e r t i f i c a t e

T w o -Y e a r
V o c a t io n a l

B a c h e lo r 's
D e g r e e

M a s t e r 's
D e g r e e

n % n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s

M a le 4 13. 3 3 10. 0 7 23. 3 14 46 . 7

P  e m a le 3 23. 1 4 3 0 .8 3 23 . 8 1 7. 7 1 7. 7

N o n p e r s i s t e r s

M a le 59 41 . 0 31 21. 5 13 9 .0 22 15. 3 3 2. 1

F e m a le 175 47 . 0 50 13. 4 63 1 6 .9 41 11. 0 9 2. 4

S p e c ia l i s t
D e g r e e

P h .D .  o r  
E d . D. D e g r e e O th e r T o ta l

P e r s i s t e r s

M a le  • 1 3. 3 1 3. 3 30 100. 0

F  e m a le 1 7. 7 13 100. 0

N o n p e r s i s t e r s

M a le 4 2. 8 3 2. 1 9 6 . 2 144 100. 0

F  e m a le 2 . 5 3 .8 29 7. 8 372 100. 0



CH A PTER V

A N A L Y SIS  O F  T H E  Q U E S T IO N N A IR E  

I n t r o d u c t io n

In  th is  c h a p te r  d a ta  c o l le c te d  f r o m  th e  m a i l e d  q u e s t io n n a i r e  

w e r e  a n a ly z e d  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  r e a s o n s  g iv e n  b y  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n ­

p e r s i s t e r s  f o r  n o t  r e tu r n in g  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r ,  th e  e m o t io n a l  

r e s p o n s e  to  th e  d e c i s io n  n o t  to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r ,  an d  

th e  f u tu r e  e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  F r e ­

q u e n c ie s  an d  p e r c e n t a g e s  w e r e  c a lc u la te d  an d  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  in  th e  

fo llo w in g  ta b l e s  to  a n s w e r  q u e s t io n s  2 to  5 l i s t e d  in  C h a p te r  I .

A  m a j o r  q u e s t io n  o u t lin e d  in  C h a p te r  I w a s  h o w  m u c h  e a c h  of 

th e  fo llo w in g  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n  to  c o lle g e :

(a) e x te r n a l  f a c t o r s  s u c h  a s  f in a n c ia l  p r o b le m s ,  e m p lo y m e n t ,  i l l n e s s  

o r  d e a th ,  p r e g n a n c y ;  (b) in d e c i s io n  a b o u t  g o a ls ;  (c) l a c k  of a c a d e m ic  

i n te g r a t io n ;  an d  (d) l a c k  of s o c ia l  i n te g r a t i o n  in c lu d in g  u s e  of c o lle g e  

s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s .

R e a s o n s  f o r  N o t R e tu rn in g

E x te r n a l  F a c t o r s

T h e  i m p o r ta n c e  o f e x te r n a l  f a c t o r s  in  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  d e c is io n  

90
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n o t to  r e t u r n  to  c o lle g e  a t  a  s p e c i f ic  t im e  w a s  d i s c u s s e d  in  C h a p te r  

I I .  T h e  p r im a r y  i n t e r e s t  of t h is  s tu d y  w a s  s p e c i f ic a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  

w ith  th e  c o n d it io n s  th a t  w e r e  in  o p e ra t io n  a t  th e  t im e  th e  d e c is io n  

w a s  m a d e  n o t  to  r e t u r n .  In  b u ild in g  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e ,  A s t in 's  

(1975) s u g g e s t io n  th a t  s tu d ie s  a b o u t  a t t r i t i o n  in c lu d e  m o r e  q u e s t io n s  

on r e a s o n s  f o r  d r o p p in g ,  a llo w  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  to  s e l e c t  m o r e  th a n  

o n e  r e a s o n ,  an d  " to  i n d ic a te  th e  d e g r e e  of im p o r ta n c e  of e a c h  p o s s i ­

b le  r e a s o n "  w a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  (p. 181).

T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e n  s ta t e m e n t s  in  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  t h a t  d e a l t  

w ith  e x te r n a l  f a c t o r s .  T h e  r e s p o n s e s  to  th e  s e v e n  s ta t e m e n t s  

a c c o r d in g  to  th e  d e g r e e  of i m p o r ta n c e  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  to  T a b le s  26 

an d  27 a c c o r d in g  to  th e  s e x  of th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r .

F r o m  T a b le s  26 an d  27 i t  c a n  b e  d e te r m in e d  th a t  f o r  b o th  th e  

m a le s  an d  f e m a le s ,  f in a n c ia l  p r o b le m s  an d  f u l l - t i m e  e m p lo y m e n t  

w e r e  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  e x te r n a l  f a c t o r s  c o n tr ib u tin g  to  th e  d e c i ­

s io n  n o t  to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r .  W h ile  f in a n c ia l  p r o b ­

le m s  w e r e  " v e r y  im p o r ta n t "  f o r  m o r e  of th e  f e m a le s  th a n  th e  m a le s ,  

f u l l - t i m e  e m p lo y m e n t  w a s  " v e r y  im p o r ta n t "  f o r  m o r e  of th e  m a l e s .

A n a n a ly s i s  of th e  h o u r s  w o rk e d  b y  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

sh o w e d  th a t  o n ly  o n e  m a le  d id  n o t w o rk  a n y  h o u r s  a t  a  p a y in g  jo b  

w h ile  a tte n d in g  th e  c o lle g e ,  w h ile  77 (20 . 0 p e rc e n t )  of th e  f e m a le s  

d id  n o t w o rk  a n y  h o u r s  a t  a  p a y in g  jo b . A p p r o x im a te ly  33 p e r c e n t  

of th e  w o rk in g  m a le s  d id  n o t r e s p o n d  to  th e  i t e m s  " f in a n c ia l
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T ab le  26

I m p o r ta n c e  of E x te r n a l  F a c t o r s  to  M a le s  in  th e  D e c is io n  
N o t to  R e tu r n  th e  S u b s e q u e n t  S e m e s t e r

N o t
I m p o r ta n t

S lig h t ly
I m p o r ta n t I m p o r ta n t

V e r y
I m p o r ta n t T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n %

F in a n c ia l  p r o b le m s 54 55. 7 11 11. 3 20 2 0 .6 12 12. 4 97 100. 0

F u l l - t i m e  e m p lo y m e n t 24 2 5 . 0 17 17. 7 24 25 . 0 31 32. 3 96 100. 0

G o t m a r r i e d 85 91. 4 3 3. 2 2 2. 2 3 3. 2 93 100. 0

P r e g n a n c y 90 9 8 .9 1 1. 1 91 100. 0

P e r s o n a l  i l l n e s s 88 96 . 7 1 1. 1 1 1. 1 1 1. 1 91 100. 0

I l l n e s s  o r  d e a th  o f 
a n o th e r  p e r s o n 89 94 . 7 2 2. 1 3 3 .2 94 100. 0

H u s b a n d - w ife -  
c h i ld r e n  c o m p la in e d 84 93. 4 1 1. 1 2 2. 2 3 3. 3 90 100. 0

vO
to
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I m p o r ta n c e  o f E x t e r n a l  F a c t o r s  to  F e m a l e s  in  th e  D e c is io n  
N o t to  R e tu r n  th e  S u b s e q u e n t  S e m e s t e r

N o t
I m p o r ta n t

S lig h t ly
I m p o r ta n t I m p o r ta n t

V e r y  
I m p o r ta n t T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n %

F in a n c ia l  p r o b le m s 126 50. 8 37 14. 9 30 12. 1 55 22. 2 248 100. 0

F u l l - t i m e  e m p lo y m e n t 93 37. 8 31 12. 6 63 25 . 6 59 24. 0 246 100. 0

G o t m a r r i e d 199 88 . 5 5 2 .2 10 4. 4 11 4 .9 225 100. 0

P r e g n a n c y 208 9 1 .2 2 .9 4 1 .8 14 6. 1 228 100. 0

P e r s o n a l  i l l n e s s 199 87 . 3 7 3. 1 9 3 .9 13 5. 7 228 100. 0

I l l n e s s  o r  d e a th  of 
a n o th e r  p e r s o n 210 92 . 5 3 1. 3 5 2. 2 9 4 . 0 227 100. 0

H u s b a n d - w ife - 
c h i ld r e n  c o m p la in e d 192 8 7 . 7 13 5 .9 10 4 . 6 4 1. 8 219 100. 0

vO
(jO
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p r o b le m s "  o r  " f u l l - t im e  e m p lo y m e n t ,  " w h ile  18 p e r c e n t  of th e  w o r k ­

in g  f e m a le s  d id  n o t r e s p o n d .  H o w e v e r , 5 0 .4  p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le  

p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w o rk e d  3 7 -4 2  h o u r s  a  w e e k  a t  a  p a y in g  jo b  

a n d  4 0 . 3 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le s  w o rk e d  3 7 -4 2  h o u r s  a  w e e k  a t  a  p a y in g  

jo b .

In  c o m p a r in g  th e  w o rk  p a t t e r n s  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

w ith  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s ,  50 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  

w o rk e d  b e tw e e n  3 7 -4 2  h o u r s  p e r  w e e k  an d  53 . 8 p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le  

p e r s i s t e r s  w o rk e d  th a t  m a n y  h o u r s  p e r  w e e k . M o re  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  

m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w o rk e d  4 3 -4 8  h o u r s  p e r  w e e k  

(3 6 . 7 p e r c e n t  an d  27. 1 p e r c e n t ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly )  th a n  th e  p a r t - t i m e  

f e m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  ( 1 5 .4  p e r c e n t  an d  4 .2  p e r c e n t ) .  

T h e  im p o r ta n t  o b s e rv a t io n  i s  th a t  m o r e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s ,  b o th  

m a le  a n d  f e m a le ,  w o rk  b e tw e e n  37 an d  48 h o u r s  p e r  w e e k  th a n  p a r t -  

t im e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  T a b le  28 p r e s e n t s  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of h o u r s  

w o rk e d  b y  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

a c c o r d in g  to  s e x .  T h e  a n a ly s i s  of d a ta  f r o m  T a b le s  26 a n d  27 

sh o w e d  th a t  e m p lo y m e n t  w a s  a  m a j o r  e x te r n a l  in f lu e n c e  in  th e  d e c i ­

s io n  n o t to  r e t u r n .  H o w e v e r , th e  h o u r s  w o rk e d  c a n n o t b e  v ie w e d  a s  

a  d e t e r r e n t  in  t h a t  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  w o rk e d  m o r e  h o u r s  th a n  

d id  th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w ho r e s p o n d e d .

A n  a n a ly s i s  of tw o o th e r  i t e m s ,  th e  a t t i tu d e  of th e  e m p lo y e r  

to w a rd s  th e  s tu d e n t 's  c o lle g e  w o rk , an d  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  of th e
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T ab le  28

T h e  D i s t r i b u t io n  of H o u r s  W o rk e d  b y  th e  P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s  
a n d  P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  A c c o rd in g  to  S e x

L e s s  T h a n  6 7- 12 13 -1 8 19--24 2 5 -3 0

n % n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s

M a le 1 3. 3 1 3. 3

F  e m a le 1 7. 7 1 7 . 7 1 7. 7 1 7. 7

N o n p e r s i s t e r s

M a le 19 1 3 .2 2 1 .4 3 2. 1 9 6. 2 6 4 .2

F e m a le 72 20 . 3 15 4 . 2 8 2. 3 18 5. 1 26 7. 3

3 1 -3 6 37 -4 2 4 3 -4 8 O v e r  48 T o ta l

P e r s i s t e r s

M a le 15 50. 0 11 3 6 .7 2 6. 7 30 1 0 0 .0

F e m a le 7 53. 8 2 1 5 .4 13 1 0 0 .0

N o n p e r s i s t e r s

M a le 6 4 .2 58 4 0 . 3 39 2 7 . 1 2 1. 4 144 1 0 1 .0

F e m a le 20 5 .6 179 50. 4 15 4 . 2 2 . 6 298 1 0 0 .0
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c o lle g e  s tu d ie s  to  th e  s tu d e n t 's  o u t s id e  w o rk ,  r e v e a l e d  th a t  t h e r e  

w e r e  no s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  e i t h e r  of th e s e  i te m s  b e tw e e n  th e  

p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  T h e  e m p lo y e r s  

f o r  b o th  g ro u p s  te n d e d  to  b e  e n th u s i a s t i c  o r  s u p p o r t iv e .  W h ile  24 . 1 

p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  i n d ic a te d  th a t  t h e i r  e m p lo y ­

e r s  w e r e  e n th u s i a s t i c ,  10. 6 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r ­

s i s t e r s  in d ic a te d  an  e n th u s i a s t i c  a t t i tu d e  on th e  p a r t  of th e  e m p lo y e r .  

H o w e v e r , a  h ig h e r  p e r c e n ta g e  of b o th  th e  m a le  an d  f e m a le  n o n p e r ­

s i s t e r s  in d ic a te d  a  s u p p o r t iv e  a t t i tu d e  by  th e  e m p lo y e r  th a n  d id  th e  

p a r t - t i m e  m a le  an d  f e m a le  p e r s i s t e r s .  A  p r e s e n ta t i o n  of th e  d a ta  

c o n c e r n e d  w ith  th e  e m p l o y e r s '  a t t i tu d e  c a n  b e  fo u n d  in  T a b le  29 .

In  o r d e r  to  d e te r m in e  i f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  of th e  s tu d e n t 's  c o l ­

le g e  s tu d ie s  to  h i s  o r  h e r  o u ts id e  e m p lo y m e n t  h a d  an y  r e l a t i o n s h ip  

to  p e r s i s t e n c e  o r  n o n p e r s i s te n c e ,  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  w e r e  a s k e d  to  

in d ic a te  how  m u c h  th e  tw o w e r e  r e l a t e d .  T a b le  30 in d ic a te s  t h a t  40 

p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  f e l t  t h e i r  c o lle g e  s tu d ie s  

w e r e  c lo s e ly  r e l a te d  to  t h e i r  o u t s id e  e m p lo y m e n t ,  w h ile  26 . 8 p e r c e n t  

o f th e  p a r t - t i m e  m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  f e l t  th is  w a y . S l ig h t ly  m o r e  of 

th e  m a le  an d  f e m a le  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  f e l t  t h e r e  w a s  no r e l a ­

t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  t h e i r  c o lle g e  s tu d ie s  and  o u ts id e  e m p lo y m e n t  th a n  

th e  m a le  an d  f e m a le  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s .

In  s u m m a ry ,  w h ile  f u l l - t i m e  e m p lo y m e n t  w a s  im p o r ta n t  in  th e  

d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n  to  c o l le g e  f o r  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,
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T ab le  29

E m p lo y e r s '  A t t i tu d e  C o n c e rn in g  P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  
P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s 1 C o l le g e  A tte n d a n c e

E n th u s ia s t i c S u p p o r t iv e
D id  N o t C a r e  

o r  K now D is p le a s e d O p p o se d T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s

M a le 7 24. 1 13 44 . 8 8 27 . 6 1 3. 5 29 100. 0

F e m a le 4 33. 3 5 41 . 7 3 25 . 0 12 100. 0

N o n p e r s i s t e r s

M a le 14 10. 6 72 54. 5 43 32. 6 3 2. 3 132 100. 0

F  e m a le 70 23 . 5 134 44 . 9 90 30. 2 2 . 7 2 . 7 298 100. 0
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T ab le  30

R e la t io n s h ip  of C o l le g e  S tu d ie s  to  O u ts id e  E m p lo y m e n t  f o r  
M a le  a n d  F e m a l e  P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  N o n p e r s i s t e r s

C lose ly -
R e la te d

S o m e w h a t
R e la te d

N o
R e la t io n s h ip T o ta l

n % n % - % n %

P e r s i s t e r s

M a le 12 40 . 0 11 36. 7 7 23. 3 30 100. 0

F  e m a le 5 38. 5 5 38. 5 3 2 3 . 0 13 100. 0

N o n p e r s i s t e r s

M a le 37 26 . 8 47 34. 1 54 39. 1 138 100. 0

F e m a le 115 35. 1 94 28. 6 119 36. 3 328 100. 0
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f u l l - t i m e  e m p lo y m e n t  d id  n o t d e te r  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s .  F r o m  

th e  d a ta  p r e s e n t e d  a b o v e , t h e r e  w a s  n o t a n y  s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  in  

th e  e m p l o y e r s '  a t t i tu d e  o r  in  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  o f th e  c o lle g e  s tu d ie s  

to  th e  o u ts id e  e m p lo y m e n t  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  p a r t -  

t im e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .

T h e  p e r c e n ta g e  of f e m a le s  w ho in d ic a te d  th a t  m a r r i a g e ,  p r e g ­

n a n c y , p e r s o n a l  i l l n e s s ,  an d  th e  d e a th  o r  i l l n e s s  o f a n o th e r  p e r s o n  

w a s  " v e r y  i m p o r ta n t "  in  th e  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n  w a s  s l ig h t ly  

g r e a t e r  th a n  th e  m a l e s .  H o w e v e r ,  a  g r e a t e r  p e r c e n ta g e  of th e  

m a le s  in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  c o m p la in ts  o f w ife  a n d  c h i ld r e n  w e r e  " v e r y  

im p o r ta n t "  in  th e  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n .  T a b le  31 p r e s e n t s  an  

a n a ly s i s  of th e  d a ta  c o n c e rn in g  th e  a t t i tu d e  o f th e  s p o u s e  to w a rd s  th e  

p a r t - t i m e  m a le  an d  f e m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  T h e  p a r t -  

t im e  m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  in d ic a te d  th a t  9 6 .4  p e r c e n t  of t h e i r  w iv e s  w e r e  

e i t h e r  e n th u s i a s t i c  o r  s u p p o r t iv e  to w a rd s  th e  p e r s i s t e r s  a tte n d in g  

c o lle g e .  A m o n g  th e  p a r t - t i m e  m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  8 9 .4  p e r c e n t  

i n d ic a te d  th a t  t h e i r  w iv e s  w e r e  e n th u s i a s t i c  o r  s u p p o r t i v e .  A 

s m a l l e r  p e r c e n ta g e  of th e  f e m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  f e m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

(63 . 6 p e r c e n t  an d  63 . 7 p e r c e n t ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly )  i n d ic a te d  th a t  t h e i r  

h u s b a n d s  w e r e  e n th u s i a s t i c  o r  s u p p o r t iv e .  A m o n g  th e  f e m a le  p e r ­

s i s t e r s  18. 2 p e r c e n t  in d ic a te d  th a t  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  w e r e  d i s p l e a s e d  

o r  o p p o s e d  to  t h e i r  a tte n d in g  c o lle g e .
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T ab le  31

S p o u s e s ' A t t i tu d e  C o n c e rn in g  P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  
P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s '  C o l le g e  A t te n d a n c e

E n th u s ia s t i c S u p p o r t iv e
D id  N o t 
C a r e D is p le a s e d O p p o se d T o ta l

n % n % “ % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s

M a le 9 32. 1 18 64 . 3 1 3. 6 28 100. 0

F  e m a le  

N o n p e r s i s t e r s

2 18. 2 5 4 5 . 4 2 18. 2 1 9 . 1 1 9 . 1 11 100. 0

M a le  

F  e m a le

26

115

34. 7

35. 1

41

94

54. 7 

2 8 . 6

5

119

6 .6  

36. 3

3 4. 0 138

200

100. 0 

100. 0

100
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I n d e c i s io n  A b o u t G o a ls

S ix  q u e s tio n s  a t t e m p te d  to  d i s c o v e r  if  a  g e n e r a l  a im l e s s n e s s  

a b o u t  th e  f u tu r e  a n d /o r  e m o t io n a l  p r o b le m s  w e r e  i m p o r ta n t  in  th e  

d e c is io n  n o t  to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r .  C e r ta in ly ,  th e  

m o s t  im p o r ta n t  d e c is io n s  a p e r s o n  m a k e s  a r e  th e  o n e s  th a t  in v o lv e  

th e  f u tu r e  l i f e  of th e  p e r s o n .  F in d in g  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  m a te ,  an d  

f in d in g  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  c a r e e r  a r e  im p o r ta n t  c o n c e r n s .  I n d e c i s io n  

a b o u t  e i t h e r  c a n  le a d  to  e m o t io n a l  p r o b le m s .  Y oung s tu d e n ts  o f te n  

e x p r e s s  th is  a s  " n o t  k n o w in g  w h a t to  do  w ith  m y  l if e .  " T a b le s  32 

a n d  33 p r e s e n t  an  a n a ly s i s  of th e  im p o r ta n c e  of th e s e  c o n c e r n s  to  

th e  m a le  a n d  f e m a le  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s '  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n  

to  th e  c o lle g e .

W hen  th e  p e r c e n ta g e s  f r o m  " s l i g h t l y  i m p o r t a n t , "  " im p o r ta n t "  

a n d  " v e r y  i m p o r ta n t "  w e r e  a g g r e g a t e d ,  m o r e  of th e  m a le s  sh o w e d  a  

s l ig h t ly  g r e a t e r  p e r c e n ta g e  in d ic a t in g  th a t  th e y  " d id  n o t  h a v e  a n y  

r e a l  g o a ls ,  " " w e r e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  l i f e  in  g e n e r a l ,  " an d  " d e c id e d  

n o t  to  go  to  c o lle g e .  " T h e  f e m a le s ,  h o w e v e r ,  sh o w e d  a  v e r y  s m a l l  

p e r c e n ta g e  m o r e  (. 9 p e rc e n t )  w ho  in d ic a te d  th a t  e m o t io n a l  p r o b le m s  

w e r e  im p o r ta n t .  T h e  " v e r y  i m p o r ta n t "  r e a s o n s  in  th e  r a n k  o r d e r  of 

f r e q u e n c y  f o r  m a le s  w e r e  " d id  n o t h a v e  an y  r e a l  g o a ls ,  " " d e c id e d  to  

t r a v e l  o r  m o v e , " " d e c id e d  n o t to  go  to  c o lle g e ,  " " e m o t io n a l  p r o b ­

l e m s ,  " " d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  l i f e  in  g e n e r a l ,  " a n d  " e n l i s te d  in  th e
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T ab le  32

I m p o r ta n c e  o f I n d e c i s io n  A b o u t G o a ls  to  N o n p e r s i s t e r  M a le s  
in  th e  D e c is io n  N o t to  R e tu r n  th e  S u b s e q u e n t  S e m e s t e r

N o t
I m p o r ta n t

S lig h t ly
I m p o r ta n t I m p o r ta n t

V e r y
I m p o r ta n t T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n %

D id  n o t h a v e  a n y  r e a l  g o a ls 62 66 . 7 12 12. 9 12 12. 9 7 7. 5 93 100. 0

D i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  l i f e  in  g e n e r a l 76 8 2 . 6 9 9 .8 4 4. 3 3 3. 3 92 100. 0

D e c id e d  to  t r a v e l  o r  m o v e 72 79. 1 7 7. 7 5 5. 5 7 7. 7 91 100. 0

D e c id e d - d id  n o t w a n t to  go  to  
c o lle g e 66 74. 2 11 12. 4 6 6 . 7 6 6. 7 89 100. 0

E n l i s t e d  in  m i l i t a r y 88 97. 8 1 1. 1 1 1. 1 90 100. 0

E m o tio n a l  p r o b le m s 78 85. 7 7 7 . 7 2 : 2. 2 4 4 . 4 91 100. 0

102
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T ab le  33

I m p o r ta n c e  of I n d e c i s io n  A b o u t G o a ls  to  N o n p e r s i s t e r  F e m a le s  
in  th e  D e c is io n  N o t to  R e tu r n  th e  S u b s e q u e n t  S e m e s t e r

N o t
I m p o r ta n t

S l ig h t ly
I m p o r ta n t I m p o r ta n t

V e r y
I m p o r ta n t T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n %

D id  n o t  h a v e  a n y  r e a l  g o a ls 158 70. 9 31 13. 9 28 12. 5 6 2. 7 223 100. 0

D i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  l i f e  in  g e n e r a l 193 86 . 9 20 9. 0 7 3. 2 2 .9 222 100. 0

D e c id e d  to  t r a v e l  o r  m o v e 194 88. 2 5 2 . 3 11 5. 0 10 4 . 5 220 100. 0

D e c id e d - d id  n o t  w a n t to  go  to  
c o lle g e 182 86 . 7 11 5. 2 10 4. 8 7 3. 3 210 100. 0

E n l i s t e d  in  th e  m i l i t a r y 215 98. 5 1 . 5 1 . 5 1 . 5 218 100. 0

E m o tio n a l  p r o b le m s 190 84 . 8 22 9 .8 9 4. 1 3 1 .3 224 100. 0

103



104
m i l i t a r y .  " T h e  f e m a le s  h a d  a  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n .  T h e  " v e r y  i m p o r ­

ta n t"  r e a s o n s  f o r  f e m a le s  in  th e  r a n k  o r d e r  of f r e q u e n c y  w e r e  

" d e c id e d  to  t r a v e l  o r  m o v e ,  " " d e c id e d - d id  n o t  w a n t to  go to  c o lle g e ,  " 

" d id  n o t  h a v e  a n y  r e a l  g o a ls ,  " " e m o t io n a l  p r o b le m s ,  " " d i s s a t i s f i e d  

w ith  l i f e  in  g e n e r a l ,  " an d  " e n l i s te d  in  th e  m i l i t a r y .  " F o r  b o th  th e  

m a le s  an d  f e m a le s ,  th e  a g g re g a te d  f r e q u e n c ie s  of " s l i g h t ly  i m p o r ­

ta n t ,  " " im p o r ta n t ,  " an d  " v e r y  i m p o r ta n t "  i n d ic a te d  th a t  n o t h a v in g  

a n y  r e a l  g o a ls  c a p tu r e d  a  l a r g e r  p e r c e n ta g e  of s o m e  d e g r e e  of 

im p o r ta n c e  th a n  th e  o th e r  f iv e  r e a s o n s .  T h e  a g g r e g a t e  p e r c e n ta g e  

f o r  m a le s  to ta l  33. 3 p e r c e n t  a n d  th e  f e m a le s  t o ta l  29 . 1 p e r c e n t .

A c a d e m ic  I n te g r a t i o n

T h e r e  w e r e  s ix  q u e s tio n s  in  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  th a t  a t t e m p te d  

to  d e te r m in e  th e  d e g r e e  of im p o r ta n c e  a  la c k  of a c a d e m ic  in te g r a t i o n  

m ig h t  h a v e  h a d  in  th e  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r .  

T a b le s  34 an d  35 p r e s e n t  a n  a n a ly s i s  of th e  q u e s t io n s  p e r t a in in g  to  

a c a d e m ic  i n te g r a t i o n  a c c o r d in g  to  s e x .

W h en  th e  p e r c e n ta g e s  f r o m  th e  " s l i g h t ly  i m p o r t a n t , "  " im p o r ­

ta n t ,  " a n d  " v e r y  im p o r ta n t "  w e r e  a g g re g a te d ,  m o r e  o f th e  f e m a le s  

th a n  th e  m a l e s  i n d ic a te d  th a t  " n o t  en o u g h  t im e  to  s tu d y "  h a d  s o m e  

d e g r e e  of i m p o r ta n c e  in  th e  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  

s e m e s t e r .  H o w e v e r , 12. 1 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a l e s  in d ic a te d  th a t  th is  

r e a s o n  w a s  " v e r y  im p o r ta n t ,  " w h ile  13 p e r c e n t  o f th e  f e m a le s
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T ab le  34

I m p o r ta n c e  of A c a d e m ic  I n te g r a t i o n  to  M a le s  in  th e  D e c is io n  
N o t to  R e tu r n  th e  S u b s e q u e n t  S e m e s t e r

N o t
I m p o r ta n t

S lig h t ly
I m p o r ta n t I m p o r ta n t

V e r y  
I m p o r ta n t T o ta l

n % a % n % n % n %

N o t en o u g h  t im e  to  s tu d y 53 58. 2 12 13. 2 15 16. 5 11 12. 1 91 100. 0

W as b o r e d  w ith  m y  c l a s s e s 63 69. 2 15 16. 5 8 8. 8 5 5. 5 91 100. 0

D id  n o t l ik e  s u b je c t s 77 83 . 7 9 9 .8 5 5. 4 1 1. 1 92 100. 0

N o t c h a lle n g e d  en o u g h 72 7 9 . 1 7 7. 7 7 7. 7 5 5. 5 91 100. 0

M is s e d  to o  m a n y  c l a s s e s 65 75 . 6 5 5. 8 10 11. 6 6 , 7 .  0 86 100. 0

G r a d e s  w e r e  n o t g o o d  en o u g h 63 6 8 . 5 13 14. 1 10 10. 9 6 6. 5 92 100. 0
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T ab le  35

I m p o r ta n c e  o f A c a d e m ic  I n te g r a t i o n  to  F e m a le s  in  th e  
D e c is io n  N o t to  R e tu r n  th e  S u b s e q u e n t  S e m e s t e r

N o t
I m p o r ta n t

S lig h t ly
I m p o r ta n t I m p o r ta n t

V e r y
I m p o r ta n t T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n %

N o t e n o u g h  t im e  to  s tu d y 108 46 . 7 39 16. 9 54 23. 4 30 13. 0 231 100. 0

W a s  b o r e d  w ith  m y  c l a s s e s 183 83 . 5 19 8. 7 10 4 .6 7 3. 2 219 100. 0

D id  n o t l ik e  s u b je c t s 197 8 8 . 7 8 3. 6 12 5. 4 5 2. 3 222 100. 0

N o t c h a lle n g e d  e n o u g h 184 87. 6 15 7. 1 10 4. 8 1 . 5 210 100. 0

M is s e d  to o  m a n y  c l a s s e s 182 87. 1 8 3. 8 15 7. 2 4 1. 9 209 100. 0

G r a d e s  w e r e  n o t  go o d  en o u g h 175 81 . 8 16 7. 5 17 7. 9 6 2. 8 214 100. 0
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i n d ic a te d  i t  w a s  " v e r y  i m p o r ta n t .  " I t  w a s  s u r p r i s i n g  th a t  41 . 8 p e r ­

c e n t  of th e  m a le s  an d  53. 3 p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le s  g a v e  s o m e  d e g r e e  

of im p o r ta n c e  to  a  la c k  of s tu d y  t im e  in  t h e i r  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n  

th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r .  T h e  a n a ly s i s  p r e s e n t e d  in  T a b le  16 i n d i ­

c a te d  th a t  84 . 1 p e r c e n t  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  m a r r i e d  w h ile  5 1 .3  

p e r c e n t  of th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  m a r r i e d .  I t  sh o u ld  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  

a ls o ,  t h a t  th e  d a ta  in  T a b le  28 in d ic a te d  t h a t  a  l a r g e r  p e r c e n ta g e  of 

th e  p e r s i s t e r s  w o rk e d  b e tw e e n  37 a n d  48 h o u r s  a  w e e k  th a n  th e  n o n ­

p e r s i s t e r s .

T h e  a g g r e g a t e d  p e r c e n t a g e s  f r o m  th e  " s l i g h t ly  im p o r ta n t ,  " 

" im p o r ta n t ,  " an d  " v e r y  im p o r ta n t ,  " c o lu m n s  in d ic a te d  th a t  m o r e  

m a le s  th a n  f e m a le s  w e r e  " b o r e d  w ith  t h e i r  c l a s s e s ,  " " d id  n o t  l ik e  

s u b je c t s ,  " " n o t  c h a lle n g e d  en o u g h , " " m i s s e d  to o  m a n y  c l a s s e s ,  " 

a n d  " g r a d e s  w e r e  n o t  g o o d  en o u g h . " W h en  r a n k e d  a c c o r d in g  to  

" v e r y  i m p o r ta n t ,  " th e  m a le s  in d ic a te d  th e  fo llo w in g  r a n k  o r d e r :

(a) " n o t  en o u g h  t im e  to  s tu d y , " (b) " m i s s e d  to o  m a n y  c l a s s e s / g r a d e s  

n o t g o o d  e n o u g h ,"  (c) " w a s  b o r e d  w ith  c l a s s e s / n o t  c h a lle n g e d  

e n o u g h , " an d  (d) " d id  n o t l ik e  s u b je c t s .  " T h e  r a n k  o r d e r  f o r  th e  

f e m a le s  in d ic a te d  a  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n :  (a) " n o t  en o u g h  t im e  to  s tu d y ,  "

(b) " w a s  b o r e d  w ith  m y  c l a s s e s ,  " (c) " g r a d e s  n o t go o d  e n o u g h , " (d) 

" d id  n o t l ik e  s u b je c t s ,  " (e) " m i s s e d  to o  m a n y  c l a s s e s ,  " an d  (f) " n o t  

c h a lle n g e d  e n o u g h . "

H y p o th e s is  6 w h ic h  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e
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a v e r a g e  w a s  n o t r e j e c t e d .  N o s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  w a s  

fo u n d  b e tw e e n  th e  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  A c o m p a r i s o n  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

c o n c e rn in g  t h e i r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  t h e i r  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  

r e v e a l e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  t h e i r  a t t i tu d e s .  T a b le  36 sh o w s 

th is  c o m p a r is o n .

A n a n a ly s i s  of h ig h  sc h o o l g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  a n d  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  

w ith  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e s  sh o w e d  th a t  b o th  f e m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n ­

p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  m o r e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  h ig h  s c h o o l g r a d e s  th a n  th e  

m a le s .  A m o n g  th e  p e r s i s t i n g  f e m a le s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  T a b le  22, 92. 8 

p e r c e n t  h a d  a n  "A." o r  a  " B "  h ig h  sc h o o l g r a d e  a v e r a g e .  T a b le  36 

in d ic a te s  th a t  15. 4 p e r c e n t  w e r e  " d i s s a t i s f i e d "  w ith  t h e i r  h ig h  s c h o o l  

g r a d e  a v e r a g e .  A m o n g  th e  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  f e m a le s ,  80 . 2 p e r c e n t  h a d  

an  "A "  o r  a  " B "  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e ,  w h ile  19. 8 p e r c e n t  w e r e  

" d i s s a t i s f i e d "  o r  " v e r y  d i s s a t i s f i e d .  " H o w e v e r , w h i le  60 p e r c e n t  of 

th e  m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  a n  "A "  o r  a  " B "  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e ,  

o n ly  23. 3 p e r c e n t  w e r e  " d i s s a t i s f i e d .  " T h e  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  m a le s  

in d ic a te d  th a t ,  w h i le  5 1 .8  p e r c e n t  h a d  a  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e  

of a n  "A " o r  a  " B " ,  o n ly  32. 6 p e r c e n t  w e r e  " d i s s a t i s f i e d "  o r  " v e r y  

d i s s a t i s f ie d .  " I t  can  b e  c o n c lu d e d  f ro m  th e  a b o v e  a n a ly s i s  th a t  

f e m a le s  h a d  h i g h e r  g r a d e  e x p e c ta t io n s  in  h ig h  s c h o o l  th a n  m a le s  

w h e th e r  th e y  w e r e  p e r s i s t e r s  o r  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  

a g g re g a te d  p e r c e n t a g e s  of " s l i g h t ly  im p o r t a n t , "  " im p o r ta n t "  an d
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T ab le  36

P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  N o n p e r s i s t e r s '  S a t is f a c t io n  
W ith  H ig h  S c h o o l G r a d e  A v e r a g e  A c c o rd in g  to  S e x

V e r y  
S a t is f ie d S a t is f ie d D i s s a t i s f i e d

V e ry  
D i s s a t i s f i e d T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s

M a le 3 10. 0 20 66 . 7 7 23. 3 30 100. 0

F  e m a le 1 7. 7 10 7 6 .9 2 15. 4 13 100. 0

N o n p e r s i s t e r s

M a le 14 9. 9 81 57 . 5 42 29. 8 4  2 .8 141 100. 0

F  e m a le 63 17. 1 233 63 . 1 66 17. 9 7 1. 9 369 100. 0

o
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" v e r y  im p o r ta n t "  i n d ic a te d  th a t  31. 5 p e r c e n t  of th e  n o n p e r s i s t in g  

m a le s  f e l t  t h e i r  g r a d e s  in  c o lle g e  w e r e  n o t  g o o d  en o u g h  w h ile  18. 2 

p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le s  f e l t  t h is  w a y . M a le s  m a y  b e  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  

p a s s in g  g r a d e s  in  h ig h  s c h o o l,  b u t  th e y  m a y  e x p e c t  to  do b e t t e r  w o rk  

in  c o lle g e .

T h e r e  w e r e  n o t  a n y  o b v io u s  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  th e  p e r s i s t e r s  

a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  t h a t  w o u ld  e x p la in  w hy  th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  m is s e d  

to o  m a n y  c l a s s e s .  A n  a n a ly s i s  of a t t e n d a n c e  p a t t e r n s  in  h ig h  s c h o o l  

b e tw e e n  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  in d ic a te d  

a  r e m a r k a b l e  s im i l a r i t y .  T a b le  37 p r e s e n t s  th is  d i s t r ib u t io n .

T a b le  37

H ig h  S c h o o l A t te n d a n c e  P a t t e r n s  of P a r t - T i m e  
P e r s i s t e r s  an d  P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s

A t te n d e d  
E x c e p t  

W h en  111
C u t

S o m e t im e s
C u t

O ften T o ta l

n % n % n % _n %

P e r s i s t e r s

N o n p e r s i s t e r s

35 8 1 .4  

419 8 1 .0

8 1 8 .6  

81 1 5 .7 17 3. 3

43

517

100. 0 

100. 0

A ls o ,  a  n e g a tiv e  h ig h  s c h o o l  e x p e r i e n c e  d id  n o t c o n tr ib u te  to  

th e  l a c k  of a c a d e m ic  i n te g r a t i o n .  O n ly  4 . 7 p e r c e n t  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  

in d ic a te d  a  n e g a tiv e  h ig h  s c h o o l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  w h i le  6. 5 p e r c e n t  of th e
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I l l
n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n d ic a te d  a  n e g a t iv e  h ig h  s c h o o l  e x p e r i e n c e .

In  an y  e v e n t,  th e  p a r t - t i m e  m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  n o t  a s  

a c a d e m ic a l ly  i n te g r a t e d  a s  th e  f e m a le s .  B o th  m a le s  a n d  f e m a le s  

sh o w e d  c o n c e r n  o v e r  l a c k  o f s tu d y  t im e  a n d  g r a d e s ,  w h i le  th e  m a l e s  

fo u n d  a t te n d a n c e  m o r e  of a  p r o b le m  th a n  th e  f e m a le s  d id .

S o c ia l  I n te g r a t i o n  In c lu d in g  
U s e  of S u p p o r t  S e r v ic e s

How  w e ll  i s  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  i n te g r a t e d  in to  th e  s o c ia l  

m i l ie u  of th e  c o lle g e  c a m p u s ?  D o e s  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  a v a i l  

h i m s e l f  o r  h e r s e l f  to  th e  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  o f fe re d  a t  th e  c o l le g e ?

S e v e n  q u e s t io n s  on th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  p r o b e d  th is  a r e a  in  r e l a t i o n  to  

th e  d e c is io n  n o t  to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r .  A s w ith  a c a ­

d e m ic  in te g r a t i o n ,  th e  m a l e s  w e r e  n o t a s  s o c ia l ly  i n te g r a t e d  a s  th e  

f e m a le s .  T a b le s  38 a n d  39 sh o w  th e  im p o r ta n c e  of s o c ia l  i n te g r a t i o n  

in  th e  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r .

I t  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  t h a t  " s o c i a l  in te g r a t i o n "  w a s  n o t  a  m a j o r  

c o n c e r n  f o r  e i t h e r  s e x . H o w e v e r ,  w h en  th e  p e r c e n ta g e s  f r o m  

" s l i g h t ly  im p o r ta n t ,  " " im p o r ta n t ,  " an d  " v e r y  i m p o r ta n t ,  " w e r e  

a g g re g a te d ,  a  g r e a t e r  p e r c e n t a g e  of th e  m a le s  f e l t  th a t  s p e c i f ic  e l e ­

m e n ts  of s o c ia l  i n te g r a t i o n  h a d  s o m e  d e g r e e  of im p o r ta n c e  in  th e  

d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r .  T h e  l a r g e s t  

a g g re g a te d  p e r c e n ta g e  w a s  1 9 . 8 p e r c e n t  a c c u m u la te d  on th e  r e s p o n s e
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T ab le  38

I m p o r ta n c e  of S o c ia l  I n te g r a t i o n  to  M a le s  in  th e  D e c is io n  
N o t to  R e tu r n  th e  S u b s e q u e n t  S e m e s t e r

N o t
I m p o r ta n t

S l ig h t ly
I m p o r ta n t I m p o r ta n t

V e r y  
I m p o r ta n t T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n %

F e l t  o u t of p la c e 71 8 0 . 7 12 13. 6 2 2. 3 3 3. 4 88 100. 0

D id  n o t  m a k e  f r i e n d s 77 85 . 6 7 7 .8 3 3. 3 3 3. 3 90 100. 0

C o u ld  n o t  t a lk  to  i n s t r u c t o r s 69 8 0 . 2 9 1 0 .4 4 4. 7 4 4 . 7 86 100. 0

C o u ld  n o t  g e t  c o u n s e l in g 75 87. 2 5 5. 8 4 4. 7 2 2 . 3 86 100. 0

C o u ld  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  e x t r a ­
c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s 80 8 7 .9 5 5. 5 2 2. 2 4 4 .4 91 • 100. 0

C o u ld  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a th l e t i c s 83 91. 2 6 6 .6 1 1. 1 1 1. 1 91 100. 0

C o u ld  n o t  g e t  p a r t - t i m e  w o rk  a t  
th e  c o lle g e 65 89. 0 5 6 .9 1 1. 4 2 2. 7 73 100. 0
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T ab le  39

I m p o r ta n c e  o f S o c ia l  I n te g r a t i o n  to  F e m a l e s  in  th e  
D e c is io n  N o t to  R e tu r n  th e  S u b s e q u e n t  S e m e s t e r

N o t
I m p o r ta n t

S lig h t ly
I m p o r ta n t I m p o r ta n t

V e r y  
I m p o r ta n t T o ta l

n % n % n % n % S %

F e l t  o u t  of p la c e 193 88. 9 17 7. 8 2 .9 5 2. 3 217 100. 0

D id  n o t m a k e  f r i e n d s 197 92. 5 11 5. 2 3 1. 4 2 .9 213 100. 0

C o u ld  n o t  t a lk  to  i n s t r u c t o r s 184 9 2 .5 7 3. 5 7 3. 5 1 . 5 199 100. 0

C o u ld  n o t  g e t  c o u n s e l in g 194 93 . 3 5 2 . 4 7 3. 4 2 1. 0 208 100. 0

C o u ld  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  e x t r a ­
c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s 195 94 . 2 8 3. 9 3 1. 4 1 . 5 207 100. 0

C o u ld  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a th l e t i c s 207 97. 2 3 1 .4 1 . 5 2 .9 213 100. 0

C o u ld  n o t  g e t  p a r t - t i m e  w o rk  a t  
th e  c o lle g e 168 95. 5 2 1. 1 3 1. 7 3 1. 7 176 100. 0
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b y  th e  m a l e s  to  " c o u ld  n o t ta lk  to  i n s t r u c t o r s .  11 F o r  th e  f e m a le s ,  

th e  l a r g e s t  a g g re g a te d  p e r c e n ta g e  (11 p e r c e n t )  a c c u m u la te d  w a s  on 

th e  r e s p o n s e  to  " f e l t  o u t of p la c e .  "

A  s e r i e s  of q u e s t io n s  (2 1 -4 3 )  in  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  d e a l t  w ith  th e  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  o r  d i s s a t i s f a c t io n  of p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  n o n p e r ­

s i s t e r s  w ith  th e  c o lle g e  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  a n d  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v ­

i t i e s .  T h e  r e s p o n d e n ts  w e r e  a s k e d  to  c h e c k  th e  "d o  n o t know " 

c o lu m n  if  th e y  h a d  n o t u s e d  th e  s e r v i c e  o r  p a r t i c i p a te d  in  th e  a c t iv i ty .  

S in c e  m o s t  of th e  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  a n d  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  

t a k e  p l a c e  o n - c a m p u s ,  a n o th e r  q u e s t io n  (20) d e a l t  w ith  th e  t im e  an d  

p la c e  t h a t  th e  r e s p o n d e n t s ' c l a s s e s  g e n e r a l ly  m e t .  In  r e s p o n s e  to  

t h is  q u e s t io n ,  a l l  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  i n d ic a te d  th a t  t h e i r  c l a s s e s  g e n ­

e r a l l y  m e t  o n - c a m p u s .  H o w e v e r , 24 . 7 p e r c e n t  of th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

in d ic a te d  th a t  t h e i r  c l a s s e s  g e n e r a l ly  m e t  o f f - c a m p u s .  T a b le  40 

p r e s e n t s  th e  d a ta  f r o m  q u e s t io n  20 a b o u t  th e  t im e  an d  p la c e  of c la s s  

m e e t in g s .

A s  T a b le  40 in d ic a te s ,  a p p r o x im a te ly  th e  s a m e  p e r c e n ta g e  of 

p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  g e n e r a l ly  h a d  t h e i r  c l a s s e s  

o n - c a m p u s  d u r in g  th e  d ay . S in c e  th e  m a j o r i t y  of b o th  th e  p a r t - t i m e  

p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a l s o  g e n e r a l ly  to o k  c l a s s e s  

a t  n ig h t  a n d  on w e e k e n d s ,  th e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  in  th e  r e s p o n s e s  of th e  

p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  r e g a r d in g  th e  

s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  an d  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  c o n s is te n t .
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T ab le  40

T im e  a n d  P l a c e  C l a s s e s  G e n e r a l ly  M e t f o r  P a r t - T i m e  
P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s

C a m p u s  
D u r in g  

th e  D ay
C a m p u s  
a t  N ig h t

C a m p u s
on

W e e k e n d s
O ff-  C a m p u s  

a t  N ig h t

O f f -C a m p u s  
D u r in g  
th e  D ay T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 11 2 5 .0 31 7 0 .5 2 4 . 5 44  1 0 0 .0

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 135 2 6 .0 221 4 2 .6 35 6. 7 115 2 2 .2 13 2. 5 519 1 0 0 .0
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F o r  b o th  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  

a p p ro x im a te ly  70 p e r c e n t  o r  m o r e  i n d ic a te d  th e y  " d id  n o t  k n o w " 

a b o u t (an d  t h e r e f o r e  d id  n o t  u s e  o r  a tte n d )  p e r s o n a l  c o u n s e l in g ,  

c a r e e r  c o u n s e l in g ,  f in a n c ia l  a id ,  c o lle g e  c lu b s ,  t h e a t r i c a l  p r o d u c ­

t io n s ,  a th l e t i c  p r o g r a m s ,  i n t r a m u r a l s ,  m u s i c a l  p r o g r a m s ,  c o n c e r t -  

l e c t u r e  s e r i e s ,  l i t e r a r y  m a g a z in e ,  d a n c e s ,  m o v ie s ,  S tu d e n t  L ife  

C o m m it te e ,  o r  " o th e r  c a m p u s  a c t i v i t i e s . "  T h e r e  a r e  tw o  p o s s ib l e  

r e a s o n s  w hy  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

d id  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s :  (a) T h e  s o c ia l

a s p e c t s  of c a m p u s  l i f e  w e r e  n o t  im p o r ta n t  to  th e m , a n d /o r  (b) n o t  

en o u g h  e f f o r t  w a s  m a d e  to  m a k e  th e m  a w a r e  of c a m p u s  a c t i v i t i e s .

In  r e g a r d s  to  th e  l a t t e r ,  o n e  m e a n s  of c a m p u s  c o m m u n ic a t io n  w a s  th e  

C o lle g e  n e w s p a p e r .  H o w e v e r ,  56. 8 p e r c e n t  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  d id  n o t 

k now  a b o u t th e  n e w s p a p e r  and  77. 9 p e r c e n t  of th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  d id  

n o t k n o w  a b o u t i t .

I t  i s  i r o n i c  th a t  w h ile  44 . 3 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le s  an d  49 . 2 p e r ­

c e n t  of th e  f e m a le s  f r o m  T a b le s  26 an d  27 f e l t  th a t  f in a n c ia l  p r o b le m s  

h a d  s o m e  d e g r e e  of i m p o r ta n c e  in  t h e i r  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n ,  85 . 6 

p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n d ic a te d  th e y  h a d  n o t u s e d  th e  

f in a n c ia l  a id  s e r v i c e s .  H o w e v e r , i t  s h o u ld  b e  p o in te d  o u t, th a t  90 . 9 

p e r c e n t  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  n o t u s e d  th e  f in a n c ia l  a id  s e r v i c e s .

T h e  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e  r e c e iv in g  th e  l a r g e s t  " s a t i s f a c to r y "  

r e s p o n s e  w a s  th e  c o lle g e  b o o k s to r e .  W h ile  th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  h a d
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7 4 .4  p e r c e n t  g iv in g  th e  b o o k s to r e  a  " s a t i s f a c t o r y "  r a t i n g ,  th e  p e r ­

s i s t e r s  h a d  8 6 .4  p e r c e n t  r a t in g  i t  a s  " s a t i s f a c t o r y .  " O n ly  9. 1 p e r ­

c e n t  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  d id  n o t  u s e  th e  b o o k s to r e  a n d  20 . 6 p e r c e n t  of 

th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  T h e  c o lle g e  m a in t a in s  a " m a i l  o r d e r  

s y s te m "  f o r  o f f - c a m p u s  s tu d e n ts  to  p u r c h a s e  t e x t s  a n d  o f f - c a m p u s  

s tu d e n ts  w o u ld  n o t h a v e  n e e d e d  to  u s e  th e  c o lle g e  b o o k s to r e .  I t  w as  

a ls o  n o t s u r p r i s i n g  th a t  s o m e  of th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  n o t u s e d  th e  

c a m p u s  L e a r n in g  R e s o u r c e  C e n te r .  T h e  24 . 7 p e r c e n t  p a r t - t i m e  

s tu d e n ts  w h o  to o k  c la s s e s  o f f - c a m p u s  m ig h t  h a v e  u s e d  lo c a l  l i b r a r ­

i e s  i n s t e a d  of th e  c a m p u s  f a c i l i t i e s .  H o w e v e r ,  3 8 .6  p e r c e n t  of th e  

p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  n o t  u s e d  th e  L e a rn in g  R e s o u r c e  C e n te r  an d  a l l  of th e  

p e r s i s t e r s  to o k  t h e i r  c l a s s e s  on c a m p u s .  O n th e  o th e r  h a n d , m o r e  

of th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  u s e d  a c a d e m ic  c o u n s e l in g  w h ile  o n - 

c a m p u s .  O v e r  50 p e r c e n t  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  u s e d  a c a d e m ic  c o u n s e l ­

ing  b u t  o n ly  23 . 1 p e r c e n t  of th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  u s e d  a c a d e m ic  

c o u n s e l in g .

In  s u m m a r y ,  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  v e r y  s im i l a r  

to  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  in  r e g a r d s  to  n o n p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  e x t r a ­

c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e y  w e r e  a ls o  v e r y  s i m i l a r  to  e a c h  o th e r  in  

t h e i r  l im i t e d  u s e  of th e  c a m p u s  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  tw o  e x c e p ­

t io n s  w e r e  th e  g r e a t e r  u s e  of a c a d e m ic  c o u n s e l in g  an d  th e  L e a rn in g  

R e s o u r c e  C e n te r  b y  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s .  W h ile  4 1 .9  p e r c e n t  

of th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  u s e d  th e  L e a r n in g  R e s o u r c e  C e n te r ,
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6 1 .4  p e r c e n t  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  u s e d  i t .  (S ee  A p p e n d ix  G f o r  a  c o m ­

p le te  s e t  of t a b le s  b a s e d  on th e  r e s p o n s e s  to  q u e s t io n s  2 1 -4 3 .  )

T h e  n u m b e r  of r e s p o n s e s  to  th e  i m p o r ta n c e  of e x te r n a l  f a c t o r s ,  

i n d e c i s io n  a b o u t  g o a ls ,  l a c k  of a c a d e m ic  i n te g r a t i o n  an d  la c k  of 

s o c ia l  in te g r a t i o n ,  v a r i e d  f o r  e a c h  p o s s ib l e  r e a s o n  w ith in  th e  c a t e ­

g o r i e s .  O u t of a  p o s s ib l e  j i  = 145 f o r  th e  m a le s ,  th e  r e s p o n s e s  

r a n g e d  f r o m  73 to  97 . T h e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n ta g e  of r e s p o n s e  w a s  

66 . 9 p e r c e n t  an d  th e  lo w e s t  50 p e r c e n t .  O u t of a  p o s s ib le  n. = 375 

f o r  th e  f e m a le s ,  th e  r e s p o n s e s  r a n g e d  f r o m  176 to  248 . T h e  h i g h e s t  

p e r c e n ta g e  of r e s p o n s e  w a s  6 6 . 1 p e r c e n t  an d  th e  lo w e s t  w a s  46 . 9 

p e r c e n t .  I n s te a d  of r e s p o n d in g  to  t h is  s e c t io n  (S e c tio n  D: N o n ­

r e tu r n in g  S tu d e n ts ) ,  s o m e  o f th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  w r o te  in  c o m m e n ts  o r  

e n c lo s e d  l e t t e r s .  (S ee  A p p e n d ix  H f o r  th e  l i s t  of w r i t t e n  c o m m e n ts .  )

I t  w a s  c o n c lu d e d  f r o m  th e  c o m m e n ts  th a t  th e  s tu d e n ts  w ho  d id  n o t 

f i l l  o u t th is  s e c t io n  p la n n e d  to  r e t u r n  o r  d id  n o t th in k  i t  a p p lie d  to  

t h e m  b e c a u s e  th e y  w e r e  a d v a n c e d  p la c e m e n t  s tu d e n ts  o r  ta k in g  

c l a s s e s  f o r  p e r s o n a l  e n r i c h m e n t .

T h e  fo llo w in g  r e a s o n s  w e r e  " s l i g h t ly  i m p o r ta n t ,  " " im p o r ta n t ,  " 

a n d  " v e r y  im p o r ta n t "  w h e n  a g g r e g a t e d  a m o n g  th e  f iv e  m o s t  o f te n  

g iv e n  s o m e  d e g re e  of i m p o r ta n c e  in  th e  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n :

M a le s :  P e r c e n t

1. F u l l - t i m e  e m p lo y m e n t  7 5 .0

2. F in a n c i a l  p r o b le m s  4 4 . 3
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M a le s  (c o n tin u e d ) :  P e r c e n t

3. N o t en o u g h  t im e  to  s tu d y  4 1 .8

4. D id  n o t  h a v e  an y  r e a l  g o a ls  33 . 3

5 . G r a d e s  w e r e  n o t  g o o d  en o u g h  31. 5

F  e m a le s :

1. F u l l - t i m e  e m p lo y m e n t  6 2 .2

2. N o t e n o u g h  t im e  to  s tu d y  53 . 3

3. F in a n c i a l  p r o b le m s  4 9 . 2

4 . D id  n o t  h a v e  an y  r e a l  g o a ls  29 . 1

5. G r a d e s  w e r e  n o t g o o d  en o u g h  18. 2

F u l l - t i m e  e m p lo y m e n t ,  f in a n c ia l  p r o b le m s ,  an d  n o t en o u g h  

t im e  to  s tu d y  r a n k e d  th e  h i g h e s t  f o r  b o th  th e  m a le s  an d  f e m a le s .

B o th  f u l l - t i m e  e m p lo y m e n t  a n d  f in a n c ia l  p r o b le m s  w e r e  e x te r n a l  

f a c t o r s .  W h ile  " n o t  e n o u g h  t im e  to  s tu d y "  w a s  l i s te d  u n d e r  a c a d e m ic  

in te g r a t i o n ,  e x te r n a l  f a c t o r s  a l s o  in f lu e n c e d  th e  a m o u n t  of s tu d y  

t im e  a v a i l a b le .

E m o tio n a l  R e s p o n s e  to  D e c is io n

A  q u e s t io n  w a s  r a i s e d  in  C h a p te r  I r e g a r d in g  th e  e m o t io n a l  

r e a c t io n  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  a t  th e  t im e  th e  d e c is io n  w a s  m a d e  

n o t to  r e t u r n .  M an y  of th o s e  s tu d e n ts  w ho d id  n o t r e s p o n d  to  th e  

r e a s o n s  f o r  le a v in g  a l s o  d id  n o t r e s p o n d  to  th e  s e c t io n  on e m o t io n a l  

r e s p o n s e .  O u t of a  p o s s ib l e  n  = 145, th e  f r e q u e n c y  of r e s p o n s e s
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r a n g e d  f r o m  58 to  84 f o r  th e  m a l e s .  T h e  h ig h e s t  r e s p o n s e  w a s  

57 . 9 p e r c e n t  an d  th e  lo w e s t ,  40 p e r c e n t .  O u t of a  p o s s ib l e  n. = 375 

f o r  th e  f e m a le s ,  th e  f r e q u e n c y  o f r e s p o n s e s  r a n g e d  f r o m  143 to  2 06 . 

T h e  h i g h e s t  f re q u e n c y  of r e s p o n s e  w a s  54. 9 p e r c e n t  a n d  th e  lo w e s t  

w a s  38. 1 p e r c e n t .  T a b le s  41 a n d  42 p r e s e n t  th e  d e g r e e  w ith  w h ic h  

c e r t a in  e m o t io n s  w e r e  f e l t  b y  th e  m a le  a n d  f e m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a t  

th e  t im e  th e  d e c is io n  w a s  m a d e  n o t  to  r e t u r n .

T h e  p a t t e r n  th a t  e m e r g e d  f r o m  th e  r e s p o n s e s  in d ic a te d  th a t ,  

w h i le  s l ig h t ly  m o r e  of th e  f e m a le s  w e r e  u n h a p p y  a b o u t  n o t r e t u r n in g ,  

s l ig h t ly  m o r e  m a le s  e x p e r i e n c e d  u n c e r t a in ty  a b o u t  th e  f u tu r e ,  a  

s e n s e  of f a i l u r e ,  an d  u n c e r t a in ty  a b o u t  a b il i ty .  T h e  a g g r e g a t e d  

r e s p o n s e s  f r o m  th e  c o lu m n s  " s o m e "  an d  " a  lo t"  sh o w  th a t  6 1 . 5 p e r ­

c e n t  o f th e  f e m a le s  w e r e  u n h a p p y  a b o u t  n o t r e tu r n in g  a n d  5 1 .5  p e r ­

c e n t  o f th e  m a le s  f e l t  th is  w a y . H o w e v e r , 54. 5 p e r c e n t  o f th e  

f e m a le s  f e l t  c o n f id e n t  a b o u t  th e  f u tu r e ,  w h ile  on ly  5 1 .3  p e r c e n t  of 

th e  m a le s  f e l t  c o n f id e n t.  S l ig h t ly  m o r e  ( 4 1 .6  p e rc e n t )  of th e  m a l e s  

f e l t  u n c e r t a in  a b o u t th e  f u tu r e ,  w h i le  4 0 . 5 p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le s  

f e l t  u n c e r t a in .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  th a t  o n ly  2. 8 p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le s  

w e r e  a n g ry  w ith  th e  c o lle g e ,  b u t  1 0 .4  p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le s  w e r e .  

H o w e v e r ,  16. 1 p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le s  an d  18. 4 p e r c e n t  o f th e  m a l e s  

f e l t  a n g ry  w ith  th e m s e lv e s .  T h e  l a r g e s t  p e r c e n ta g e  r e p o r t in g  th a t  

th e y  f e l t  an  e m o tio n  " a  lo t"  w a s  33 p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le s  w h o  w e r e  

u n h a p p y  a b o u t  n o t r e tu r n in g  a n d  26 . 3 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a l e s  w ho  " f e l t
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T ab le  41

D e g r e e  o f E m o tio n s  F e l t  b y  th e  P a r t - T i m e  M a le  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  
a t  th e  T im e  th e  D e c is io n  W as M a d e  N o t to  R e tu rn

N o n e ' V e r y  L i t t l e S o m e A  L o t T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n %

H a p p y  a b o u t d e c is io n 37 44 . 6 19 22. 9 20 24. 1 7 8. 4 83 100. 0

A  s e n s e  o f r e l i e f 45 55. 6 15 18. 5 15 18. 5 6 7. 4 81 100. 0

U n c e r ta in  a b o u t  f u tu r e 35 41 . 7 14 16. 7 17 20 . 2 18 21. 4 84 100. 0

U n h a p p y  a b o u t n o t  r e tu r n in g 25 39. 1 6 9 .4 20 31. 2 13 20 . 3 64 100. 0

A  s e n s e  of f a i l u r e 52 65. 0 10 12. 5 9 11. 3 9 11. 3 80 100. 0

U n c e r ta in  a b o u t  a b i l i ty 51 60 . 7 10 1 1 .9 15 1 7 .9 8 9. 5 84 100. 0

U n c e r ta in  a b o u t  s e l f 52 6 1 .9 12 14. 3 13 15. 5 7 8. 3 84 100. 0

A n g ry  a t  c o lle g e 50 8 6 . 2 2 3 .4 3 5. 2 3 5. 2 58 100. 0

A n g ry  a t  m y s e l f 52 73. 2 6 8 . 5 6 8. 5 7 9 .9 71 100. 0

C o n f id e n t  a b o u t f u tu r e 22 28. 9 15 19. 7 19 25 . 0 20 26 . 3 76 100. 0

U n c o n c e r n e d - - n o t  a  m a j o r  d e c is io n 39 50. 0 12 15. 4 10 12. 8 17 21. 8 78 100. 0 121



R
eproduced 

with 
perm

ission 
of the 

copyright ow
ner. 

Further 
reproduction 

prohibited 
w

ithout perm
ission.

T ab le  42

D e g r e e  of E m o tio n s  F e l t  b y  th e  P a r t - T i m e  F e m a le  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  
a t  th e  T im e  th e  D e c is io n  W as M a d e  N o t to  R e tu r n

N o n e V e r y  L i t t l e S o m e A  L o t T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n %

H a p p y  a b o u t d e c is io n 107 54. 6 34 17. 3 38 19. 4 17 8. 7 196 100.

A  s e n s e  o f r e l i e f 108 52. 9 28 13. 7 50 24. 5 18 00 00 204 100.

U n c e r ta in  a b o u t  f u tu r e 97 45 . 8 29 13. 7 48 22 . 6 38 17. 9 212 100.

U n h a p p y  a b o u t n o t r e tu r n in g 53 29. 6 16 8 .9 51 28. 5 59 33. 0 179 100.

A  s e n s e  of f a i l u r e 135 70. 7 20 10. 5 25 13. 1 11 5. 8 191 100.

U n c e r ta in  a b o u t  a b i l i ty 126 62 . 4 27 13. 4 34 16. 8 15 7. 4 202 100.

U n c e r ta in  a b o u t  s e l f 126 61 . 2 28 13. 6 38 18. 4 14 6. 8 206 100.

A n g ry  a t  c o lle g e 134 93. 7 5 3. 5 4 2. 8 143 100.

A n g ry  a t  m y s e l f 121 72 . 0 20 1 1 .9 21 12. 5 6 3. 6 168 100.

C o n f id e n t  a b o u t  f u tu r e 59 33. 1 22 12. 4 55 30. 9 42 23. 6 178 100.

U n c o n c e r n e d - - n o t  a  m a j o r  d e c is io n 103 53. 6 29 15. 6 33 17. 2 27 14. 1 192 100.

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
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c o n f id e n t  a b o u t  th e  f u tu r e .  "

F r o m  th e  r e s p o n s e s  a n a ly z e d  a b o v e , i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  o v e r  h a l f  

o f th e  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  u n h a p p y  a b o u t  n o t r e tu r n in g .  A ls o ,  o v e r  h a l f  of 

th e m  w e r e  s t i l l  c o n f id e n t  a b o u t  th e  f u tu r e .  L i t t l e  a n g e r  w a s  d i r e c t e d  

a t  th e  c o lle g e .  A  s tu d y  o f th e  n o n re s p o n d in g  s tu d e n t s ' w r i t t e n  c o m ­

m e n ts  r e v e a l e d  th a t  47 p e r c e n t  o f th e  86 w r i t t e n  r e s p o n s e s  in d ic a te d  

t h a t  th e y  p la n n e d  to  r e t u r n .  A  s u m m a r y  of th e  w r i t t e n  r e s p o n s e s  

in to  c a te g o r ie s  fo llo w s :

P e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t ,  o n ly  w a n te d  o n e  c la s s 5

W ro n g  t im e  a n d  p la c e ,  c la s s  n e e d e d  n o t o f fe r e d  
o r  d id  n o t  ru n ,  m i s s e d  r e g i s t r a t i o n 8

F a m ily ,  f in a n c ia l ,  i l l n e s s ,  jo b , j a i l e d ,  m o v e d 13

O u t of d i s t r i c t  f e e ,  w in t e r  w e a th e r ,  r o a d s 4

T r a n s f e r r i n g  o r  r e t u r n in g  to  f o u r - y e a r  c o lle g e 9

A tte n d in g  a n o th e r  tw o - y e a r  c o lle g e 3

H a v e  a  d e g r e e / c a r e e r 11

P la n  to  r e t u r n 40

O nly  a  v e r y  s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f t h e s e  r e s p o n s e s i n d ic a te d

th a t  th e  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  c a n  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a  p a r t -  

t im e  d r o p o u t.  In  f a c t ,  th e  p a t t e r n  t h a t  e m e r g e d  f r o m  f u r t h e r  a n a l ­

y s i s  of th e  a c a d e m ic  g o a ls  of th e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  t h e i r  f u tu r e  

p la n s  r e v e a l e d  th a t ,  w h i le  i t  w a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  th e m  to  b e  c l a s s i ­

f ie d  a s  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  in  t h i s  s tu d y  b a s e d  on th e  d e f in i t io n  g iv e n  in
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C h a p te r  I , th e  n u m b e r  of n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w ho  c o u ld  b e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  

p a r t - t i m e  d r o p o u ts  w a s  v e r y  s m a l l .

A c o m p a r i s o n  of th e  a n a ly s i s  of th e  a c a d e m ic  g o a ls  p r e s e n t e d  

in  C h a p te r  IV , T a b le  25, " A c a d e m ic  G o a l  D i s t r i b u t i o n  of P a r t - T i m e  

P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  A .c c o rd in g  to  S e x ,"  w ith  

T a b le  4 3 , " F u t u r e  P l a n s  of P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  A c c o rd in g  to  

S e x , " a s  p r e s e n t e d  b e lo w  r e v e a l e d  th a t  w h ile  59 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le  

n o n p e r s i s t e r s  h e ld  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  d e g r e e ,  an d  n o n d e g re e  g o a ls  upon  

e n te r in g  th e  c o l le g e ,  57. 7 p e r c e n t  s t i l l  p la n n e d  to  f in i s h  t h e i r  p r o ­

g r a m s - - a  l o s s  o f 1. 3 p e r c e n t .  A m o n g  th e  f e m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,

52 . 3 p e r c e n t  h e ld  c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  d e g r e e  g o a ls ,  a n d  52 . 4 p e r c e n t  

p la n n e d  to  f in i s h  t h e i r  p r o g r a m s  in  th e  f u tu r e .  O n ly  3. 6 p e r c e n t  of 

th e  m a le s  a n d  5 p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le s  i n d ic a te d  t h a t  th e y  w o u ld  n o t 

ta k e  an y  m o r e  c o u r s e s .

In  c o n c lu s io n ,  i t  w a s  d e te r m in e d  f r o m  th e  w r i t t e n  c o m m e n ts  

to  th e  q u e s t io n  of a c a d e m ic  g o a ls  h e ld  u pon  e n te r in g  th e  c o lle g e  

( C h a p te r  IV , p a g e  86) th a t ,  w h ile  s o m e  s tu d e n ts  d id  n o t h a v e  d e g r e e  

g o a ls ,  th e y  n e v e r t h e l e s s  h e ld  im p o r ta n t  c a r e e r  a n d  a c a d e m ic  g o a ls  

an d  p la n n e d  to  p u r s u e  th e m  in  th e  f u tu r e .

T h is  a n a ly s i s  i s  f u r t h e r  s u p p o r te d  b y  a  r e v i e w  of th e  r e a s o n s  

th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  g a v e  f o r  a t te n d in g  K e llo g g  C o m m u n ity  

C o l le g e .  A c c o r d in g  to  T a b le  44 , 30. 5 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le s  g a v e  

" p e r s o n a l  e n r i c h m e n t "  a s  th e  r e a s o n  f o r  a t t e n d in g  K e llo g g
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F u t u r e  P l a n s  of P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  
A c c o rd in g  to  S e x

N o M o re  
C o u r s e s

C o u r s e s  
B u t N o 
D e g r e e

F in i s h  
C u r r e n t  P r o ­
g r a m ,  B u t No 

M o re

F in i s h  
C u r r e n t  P r o ­

g r a m - - 
A n o th e r  a t  

S a m e  L e v e l

F in i s h  
C u r r e n t  P r o ­

g r a m - - 
A n o th e r  a t  

H ig h e r  L e v e l T o ta l

n % n % n % n % n % n %

M a le s 5 3. 6 53 38. 7 21 15. 3 17 1 2 .4 41 30. 0 137 100. 0

F e m a le s 18 5. 0 152 4 2 . 6 62 17. 4 31 8 . 7 94  26 . 3 357 100. 0
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D is t r i b u t io n  o f P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  N o n p e r s i s t e r s 1 
R e a s o n s  f o r  A tte n d in g  K e llo g g  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e  

A c c o rd in g  to  S e x

D e s i r e  to  
M e e t  

P e o p le  an d  
M a k e  F r i e n d s

F  r ie n d ( s )  
W e re  T a k in g  
C o l le g e  W o rk  

a t  K C C

F  a m i ly  
P r e s s u r e  
to  A tte n d

P e r s o n a l
E n r ic h m e n t

Jo b
A d v a n c e m e n t
( P ro m o tio n )

Jo b
S e c u r i t y

(U p g ra d in g )
S k i l ls )

n % n % n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s

M a le s 1 3. 4 9 31. 1 9 31. 1 3 10. 4

F e m a le s 1 7. 7 6 4 6 . 1 2 15. 4 2 15. 4

N o n p e r s i s t e r s

M a le s 2 1. 4 3 2. 1 2 1 .4 44 30. 5 22 15. 3 17 11. 8

F  e m a le s 4 1. 1 2 . 5 5 1 .3 125 33. 6 33 8. 9 49 13. 2
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C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e ,  50 . 7 p e r c e n t  g a v e  r e a s o n s  r e l a t e d  to  jo b s  

a n d / o r  c a r e e r s .  S l ig h t ly  m o r e  f e m a le s ,  3 3 .6  p e r c e n t ,  g a v e  " p e r ­

s o n a l  e n r i c h m e n t "  a s  a  r e a s o n .  H o w e v e r ,  52. 2 p e r c e n t  o f th e  

f e m a le s  g a v e  r e a s o n s  r e l a te d  to  jo b s  a n d / o r  c a r e e r s .  I t  s h o u ld  n o t 

b e  a s s u m e d  e i t h e r  th a t  g iv in g  " p e r s o n a l  e n r i c h m e n t "  a s  a  r e a s o n  

p r e c lu d e s  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t  th e  g o a ls  a r e  r e l a t e d  to  jo b s  a n d /o r  

c a r e e r s .  M o re  f e m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  (46 . 2 p e r c e n t )  g a v e  " p e r s o n a l  

e n r i c h m e n t "  th a n  f e m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  th e  p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  a l l  

e a r n e d  d e g r e e s  f r o m  K e llo g g  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e .  T h is  i s  a ls o  t r u e  

f o r  th e  31 p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  w ho  g a v e  " p e r ­

s o n a l  e n r i c h m e n t "  a s  a  r e a s o n .  W h a te v e r  t h e i r  r e a s o n s  f o r  a t t e n d ­

in g , o n ly  5. 6 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  in d ic a te d  th a t  " m e t  

m y  g o a l"  w a s  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  in  th e  d e c is io n  n o t  to  r e t u r n  to  c o lle g e ,  

w h i le  6. 2 p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le s  in d ic a te d  th a t  i t  w a s .  M o s t  n o n p e r ­

s i s t in g  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  n o t  d r o p o u ts ,  n o r  h a d  t h e i r  g o a ls  b e e n  m e t .  

T h e i r  e d u c a t io n  w a s  i n te r r u p t e d ,  b e c a u s e  of e x te r n a l  e v e n t s - - l a r g e l y  

b e y o n d  t h e i r  c o n tr o l ,  b u t  th e y  p la n n e d  to  r e t u r n .  I t  s h o u ld  b e  

r e c a l l e d  t h a t  20. 3 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le s  a n d  33 p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le s  

w e r e  u n h a p p y  a b o u t  th e  d e c is io n  n o t  to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s ­

t e r .
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CH A PTER VI

SU M M A R Y , C O N C L U S IO N S , AND 
R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S

I n tr o d u c t io n

T h e  p r im a r y  p u r p o s e  of th is  s tu d y  w a s  to  d e s c r i b e  a n d  c o m ­

p a r e  s p e c i f ic  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  n o n p e r ­

s i s t e r s  to  p r o v id e  a  b a s i s  f o r  f u tu r e  t h e o r e t i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  an d  

e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  A  m a jo r  o b je c t iv e  w a s  to  d e te r m in e  if  s ig n i f i ­

c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  e x is te d  on c r i t e r i o n  m e a s u r e s  s u c h  a s  a g e , s e x , 

m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  b i r t h  o r d e r  in  th e  f a m i ly ,  r e l i g io n ,  h ig h  s c h o o l  

g r a d e  a v e r a g e ,  a n d  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls .  I t  w a s  c o n je c tu re d  th a t  an y  

s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  w o u ld  p r o v id e  in s ig h t  a n d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  in to  

th e  p r o c e s s  of p e r s i s t e n c e .  A n o th e r  i m p o r ta n t  o b je c t iv e  d e a l t  w ith  

id e n t i fy in g  th e  in h ib i t in g  f a c t o r s  f o r  m a l e s  a n d  f e m a le s  w h ic h  c o n ­

t r i b u te d  to  th e  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r .  A s 

p a r t  of th is  i n v e s t ig a t io n ,  th e  o r ig in a l  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  an d  f u tu r e  

e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  c o n s id e r e d  in  

o r d e r  to  d e te r m in e  if  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  h a d  b e e n  m e t ,  an d  if  n o t, d id  

th e  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r  m e a n  th a t  th e  

p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r  no  lo n g e r  in te n d e d  to  p u r s u e  h i s  o r  h e r  e d u ­

c a t io n a l  g o a ls .

129
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A s s ta te d  in  C h a p te r  I I I ,  th e  s u r v e y  of th e  l i t e r a t u r e  d id  n o t  

r e v e a l  r e s e a r c h  th a t  d e a l t  s p e c i f ic a l l y  w ith  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  

p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  im p o r ta n t  r e s e a r c h  c o n c e r n in g  

p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts ,  p e r s i s t e n c e ,  a n d  a t t r i t i o n  w e r e  r e v ie w e d .  T h is  

c h a p te r  p r e s e n t s  (a) a  s u m m a r y  of th e  r e s u l t s  of th is  r e s e a r c h  in  

r e l a t i o n  to  th e  r e s u l t s  of th e  r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t e d  in  C h a p te r  I II , (b) 

c o n c lu s io n s ,  an d  (c) r e c o m m e n d a t io n s .  T h e  S u m m a ry  o f R e s e a r c h  

w i l l  b e  fo llo w e d  by  th e  c o n c lu s io n s  d ra w n  f r o m  th e  r e s e a r c h  r e s u l t s  

c o n c e rn in g  (a) th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  of p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s ,

(b) in h ib i t in g  f a c t o r s  c o n tr ib u t in g  to  n o n p e r s i s te n c e ,  an d  (c) th e  

f u tu r e  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  of n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  C h a p te r  VI w i l l  c o n c lu d e  

w i th  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  b a s e d  on  th e  r e s u l t s  of t h is  s tu d y .

S u m m a r y  an d  C o m p a r i s o n  of R e s e a r c h  
R e la te d  to  P a r t - T i m e  S tu d e n ts  W ith  
th e  R e s u l ts  of T h is  S tu d y

T h e  r e v ie w  of th e  l i t e r a t u r e  p r e s e n t e d  in  C h a p te r  III in d ic a te d  

t h a t  th e  r e s e a r c h  h a s  g e n e r a l l y  s u p p o r te d  th e  c o n c e p t  th a t  th e  p a r t -  

t im e  s tu d e n t  i s  th e  o ld e r ,  a d u l t  s tu d e n t .  H o w e v e r , b o th  E b e r s o l e  

(1975) an d  M ah o n  (1973) fo u n d  y o u th  a n d  d a y  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  on  a  

p a r t - t i m e  b a s i s .  T h e  r e s u l t s  o f th e  r e s e a r c h  p r e s e n te d  h e r e  t e n d  

to  s u p p o r t  E b e r s o l e 's  r e s e a r c h .  H e  r e p o r t e d  th a t  40 p e r c e n t  o f th e  

p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  u n d e r  th e  a g e  of 25 ( E b e r s o l e ,  1975). T h e  

A g e  D i s t r ib u t io n  of P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s  a n d  P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r -
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s i s t e r s  p r e s e n t e d  in  T a b le  13, p a g e  67 , of th is  r e s e a r c h  sh o w e d  

th a t  60. 9 p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  w ho r e s p o n d e d  to  th e  

s u r v e y  w e r e  30 y e a r s  o r  u n d e r ,  w h ile  20 p e r c e n t  w e r e  20 y e a r s  o r  

u n d e r .  T h e  r e s u l t s  s h o w e d  th a t  40 . 9 p e r c e n t  w e r e  in  th e  2 1 -3 0  a g e  

b r a c k e t .  I t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  n o t a l l  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  c a n  b e  c l a s s i ­

f ie d  a s  th e  " o ld e r ,  a d u lt  s tu d e n t .  "

T h e  r e s u l t s  of th is  r e s e a r c h  a ls o  r e f l e c t  th e  n a t io n a l  t r e n d  of 

i n c r e a s e s  in  th e  e n r o l lm e n t  of f e m a le  s tu d e n ts  a s  r e p o r t e d  by  th e  

N a t io n a l  C e n te r  f o r  E d u c a t io n a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( " F a l l  E n r o l l m e n t s ,  "

1977). A c c o rd in g  to  th e  S e x  D i s t r i b u t io n  of P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s  

a n d  P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  p r e s e n t e d  in  T a b le  15, p a g e  69 , 69 

p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  w ho r e s p o n d e d  to  th e  s u r v e y  w e r e  

f e m a le s  an d  31 p e r c e n t  w e r e  m a le s .

I t  h a s  g e n e r a l ly  b e e n  a s s u m e d  th a t  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  w ho 

i s  o ld e r  i s  a ls o  m a r r i e d .  T h e  D is t r ib u t io n  of M a r i ta l  S ta tu s  of 

P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s  an d  P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  r e p o r t e d  in  

T a b le  16, p a g e  71, sh o w e d  th a t  31 p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  r e s p o n d ­

e n ts  in  th is  s tu d y  w e r e  s in g le  a n d  a  l i t t l e  o v e r  h a l f  (5 3 .8  p e rc e n t )  

w e r e  m a r r i e d .  I t  i s  i m p o r ta n t  th a t  f u tu r e  s tu d ie s  on p a r t - t i m e  s t u ­

d e n ts  in c lu d e  q u e s t io n s  c o n c e r n in g  m a r i t a l  s t a tu s .  A lo n g  w ith  th e  

a s s u m p t io n  th a t  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  m a r r i e d  w a s  th e  a s s u m p ­

t io n  th a t  p a r t - t i m e  m a le  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  fu lly  e m p lo y e d  a n d  p a r t - t i m e  

f e m a le  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  n o t .  T h e  M e r c e r  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e  s tu d y ,
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h o w e v e r ,  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  a l l  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  " m o r e  l ik e ly "  

to  b e  w o rk in g  e i t h e r  f u l l - t i m e  o r  p a r t - t i m e  th a n  f u l l - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  

( " T h e y  C o m e  P a r t , "  1975, p . 15). G r o e s c h  (1974) fo u n d  th a t  24. 3 

p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  c o m m u n i ty  c o l le g e s  in  

I l l in o i s  w e r e  n o t  e m p lo y e d .  T h is  s tu d y  in d ic a te d  th a t  19. 8 p e r c e n t  

of th e  f e m a le s  w e r e  n o t  e m p lo y e d  w h ile  o n ly  o n e  m a le  w a s  n o t 

e m p lo y e d  (. 006 p e r c e n t ) .  H o w e v e r , T a b le  28 , T h e  D is t r i b u t io n  

of H o u rs  W o rk e d  b y  th e  P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s  an d  P a r t - T i m e  N o n ­

p e r s i s t e r s  A c c o rd in g  to  S e x  (p . 95) sh o w e d  th a t  59. 8 p e r c e n t  of th e  

f e m a le s  w ho w e r e  w o rk in g ,  w e r e  w o rk in g  b e tw e e n  37 a n d  42 h o u r s  a  

w e e k , w h ile  4 1 .9  p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le s  w e r e  w o rk in g  th o s e  h o u r s .  

M o re  o f th e  m a l e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e r e  w o rk in g  b e tw e e n  43 an d  48 h o u r s  

p e r  w e e k . A s s ta t e d  p r e v io u s ly ,  " f in a n c ia l  p r o b le m s "  e x e r t e d  an  

im p o r ta n t  in f lu e n c e  on f e m a le s  a s  w e l l  a s  m a le s  in  t h e i r  d e c is io n  

n o t to  r e t u r n  (p. 91). I t  i s  im p o s s ib l e  to  d e te r m in e  h o w  m a n y  of th e  

n o n w o rk in g  f e m a le s  w e r e  n o t  w o rk in g  b e c a u s e  th e y  d id  n o t  w a n t o r  

n e e d  e m p lo y m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  of th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f f in a n c e s  

to  th e  n o n p e r s i s t i n g  f e m a le ,  i t  i s  s u r m i s e d  th a t ,  f o r  s o m e , u n e m p lo y ­

m e n t  w a s  n o t  b y  c h o ic e .

P r e v io u s  r e s e a r c h  c o n c e rn in g  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  o f p a r t -  

t im e  s tu d e n ts  i n d ic a te d  th a t ,  w h ile  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  d id  n o t h a v e  

s p e c i f ic  d e g r e e  g o a ls ,  m a n y  h a d  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  r e l a t e d  to  t h e i r  

o c c u p a t io n s  a n d /o r  c a r e e r s  ( E b e r s o l e ,  1975; M ah o n , 1974; " T h e y
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C o m e  P a r t ,  " 1974). A n a n a ly s i s  o f T a b le  24 , G o a l  D is t r ib u t io n s  of 

P a r t - T i m e  P e r s i s t e r s  and  P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  (p. 87) sh o w e d  

th a t  43 p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t s  i n d ic a te d  th a t  th e y  " w a n te d  

to  t a k e  (a) c la s s ( e s ) .  " H o w e v e r ,  T a b le  44 , D i s t r i b u t io n  of P a r t -  

T im e  P e r s i s t e r s  an d  P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s '  R e a s o n s  f o r  A t te n d ­

in g  K e llo g g  C o m m u n ity  C o lle g e  s h o w e d  t h a t  52 p e r c e n t  g a v e  jo b  

a n d / o r  c a r e e r  r e l a te d  r e a s o n s  f o r  a t t e n d in g .  T h e  r e s u l t s  of th is  

s tu d y  s u p p o r t  E b e r s o l e 's  (1975) r e s e a r c h  a t  H a r r i s b u r g  C o m m u n ity  

C o l le g e  t h a t  sh o w e d  th a t  " p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  e n r o l l  f o r  s p e c i f ic  

c o u r s e s  of v o c a tio n a l  an d  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  r a t h e r  th a n  c u r r i c u l a r  

p r o g r a m s "  (p. 26).

S u m m a r y  a n d  C o m p a r i s o n  of th e  R e s e a r c h  
R e la te d  to  P e r s i s t e n c e  W ith  th e  
R e s u l t s  o f T h is  S tu d y

T h e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e v ie w e d  in  C h a p te r  II  l a r g e ly  s u p p o r te d  th e  

c o n c lu s io n  th a t  th e  h ig h  sc h o o l g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e  is  th e  v a r i a b le  

m o s t  o f te n  fo u n d  to  c o r r e l a t e  w ith  a c a d e m ic  s u c c e s s .  A s s ta t e d  in  

C h a p te r  II, C o p e  an d  H a n n a h  (1975) fo u n d  th a t  th e  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  

p o in t  a v e r a g e  w a s  n o t r e l i a b l e  a s  a  p r e d i c t o r  o f p e r s i s t e n c e .  T a b le  

23 , H ig h  S c h o o l G r a d e  A v e r a g e  D i s t r i b u t io n s  of P a r t - T i m e  P e r ­

s i s t e r s  a n d  P a r t - T i m e  N o n p e r s i s t e r s  A c c o rd in g  to  S e x  (p. 85) i n d i ­

c a te d  t h a t  th e  h ig h  sc h o o l  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e s  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  

p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  v e r y  s im i l a r .  In  f a c t ,
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no  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  w a s  fo u n d .

T h e  r e s u l t s  of th is  s tu d y  do n o t  r e f l e c t  th e  A C E  ( A m e r ic a n  

C o u n c il  f o r  E d u c a tio n )  s tu d y  w h ic h  fo u n d  th a t  " th e  p e r c e n ta g e  of 

ju n io r  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  r e p o r t in g  l e s s  th a n  a  1B 1 a v e r a g e  in  h ig h  

s c h o o l  w a s  56 p e r c e n t "  ( R a in e s ,  1971, p . 179). T h e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r ­

s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  r e s p o n d in g  to  th is  s u r v e y  i n d i ­

c a te d  th a t  l e s s  th a n  30 p e r c e n t  (29 . 6 p e rc e n t )  of th e  p e r s i s t e r s  

e a r n e d  l e s s  th a n  a  " B "  g r a d e  a v e r a g e .  T h e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  

in d ic a te d  th a t  32. 2 p e r c e n t  e a r n e d  l e s s  th a n  a  " B "  g r a d e  a v e r a g e  in  

h ig h  s c h o o l.  T h e s e  r e s u l t s  i n d ic a te  th a t  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  

c o m m u n i ty  c o lle g e  h a v e  h ig h e r  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  in  h ig h  s c h o o l  th a n  

f u l l - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  e n r o l l e d  in  c o m m u n ity  c o l le g e s .

C h a s e  (1971) fo u n d  a  p o s i t iv e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  b e in g  

in v o lv e d  in  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  in  h ig h  s c h o o l  a n d  p e r s i s t i n g  

in  c o lle g e .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  A m e r i c a n  C o u n c il  f o r  E d u c a tio n  n o r m s  

sh o w e d  th a t  c o m m u n i ty  c o l le g e  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  l e s s  l ik e ly  to  h a v e  

p a r t i c i p a te d  in  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  in  h ig h  s c h o o l th a n  f o u r -  

y e a r  c o lle g e  an d  u n i v e r s i t y  s tu d e n ts  (R a in e s ,  1971, p . 179). T h e  

r e s u l t s  of th is  r e s e a r c h  sh o w e d  th a t  21. 9 p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  

s tu d e n ts  w e r e  " v e r y  in v o lv e d  in  e x t r a  h ig h  sc h o o l a c t i v i t i e s "  a n d  

53 p e r c e n t  " to o k  p a r t  in  s o m e  e x t r a  h ig h  s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s .  " O n ly  

10. 3 p e r c e n t  " d id  n o t  t a k e  p a r t  in  e x t r a  h ig h  s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s  

b e c a u s e  th e y  h a d  no  i n t e r e s t .  " A lm o s t  t h r e e - f o u r th s  (7 4 . 9 p e r c e n t )
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of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  in  t h is  s u r v e y  d id  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  e x t r a  

h ig h  s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s .  A ls o ,  t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  

r e s p o n s e s  o f th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  

T h e  r e s u l t s  sh o w e d  th a t  2 1 .4  p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  

22 p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  " v e r y  in v o lv e d  in  

e x t r a  h ig h  s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s .  " W h ile  52. 4 p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  

p e r s i s t e r s  to o k  p a r t  in  " s o m e  e x t r a  h ig h  s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  " 53 p e r ­

c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  d id . T h e r e  w a s  n o t  a  c o r r e l a t i o n  

b e tw e e n  p e r s i s t e n c e  an d  h ig h  s c h o o l  in v o lv e m e n t  a m o n g  p a r t - t i m e  

s tu d e n ts  in  th is  s tu d y .

O ne im p o r ta n t  d i f f e r e n c e  fo u n d  b e tw e e n  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  

a n d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  in  th is  s tu d y  w a s  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  

l e v e l  of a s p i r a t i o n  f o r  b o th  g r o u p s .  T in to  (1975) s u m m a r i z e d  a  

n u m b e r  of r e s e a r c h e r s  w ho  fo u n d  th a t  " th e  h ig h e r  th e  l e v e l  of p la n s ,  

th e  m o r e  l ik e ly  th e  in d iv id u a l  i s  to  r e m a in  in  c o lle g e "  (p. 102).

A s t in  (1975) a n d  C o p e  an d  H a n n a h  (1975) r e p o r t e d  th a t  s tu d e n ts  w ho 

p la n n e d  to  w o rk  b e y o n d  th e  b a c h e l o r 's  d e g r e e  w e r e  m o r e  l ik e ly  to  

p e r s i s t  th a n  th e  s tu d e n ts  w ho d id  n o t. T h e r e  w a s  a  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  g o a ls  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  

a n d  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  in  t h is  p r e s e n t  s tu d y . T a b le  24 sh o w e d  

t h a t  44 . 2 p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  g o a ls  to  e a r n  a 

b a c h e l o r 's  d e g r e e  o r  h ig h e r ,  w h ile  o n ly  16. 9 p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t -  

t im e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  th e s e  g o a ls .  T h e s e  r e s u l t s  s u p p o r t  th e
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r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t e d  a b o v e  c o n c e rn in g  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  le v e ls  

of a s p i r a t i o n  an d  p e r s i s t e n c e .

A lth o u g h  th e  r e v ie w  of l i t e r a t u r e  c i t e d  s tu d i e s  b y  C o p e  an d  

H a n n a h  (1975) an d  A s t in  (1973) th a t  r e p o r t e d  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  b e tw e e n  

r e l i g io u s  a f f i l i a t io n  an d  p e r s i s t e n c e ,  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  fo u n d  no  s u c h  

r e l a t i o n s h ip .  T h is  r e s e a r c h  d id  n o t r e v e a l  a n y  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e tw e e n  

b i r t h  r a n k  in  th e  f a m i ly  an d  p e r s i s t e n c e .

S u m m a r y  a n d  C o n p a r is o n  of R e s e a r c h  
R e la te d  to  N o n p e r s i s t e n c e  W ith  th e  
R e s u l t s  of T h is  S tu d y

In  o r d e r  to  d e te r m in e  th e  i n h ib i t in g  f a c t o r s  in  o p e ra t io n  a t  th e  

t im e  th e  d e c is io n  w a s  m a d e  n o t to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r ,  

th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  le a v in g  w e r e  g ro u p e d  in to  f o u r  c a te g o r ie s :  e x te r n a l  

e n v ir o n m e n t ,  in d e c i s io n  a b o u t  g o a ls ,  l a c k  of a c a d e m ic  i n te g r a t i o n ,  

an d  la c k  of s o c ia l  i n te g r a t i o n .  A s t in 's  (1 975) s u g g e s t io n  th a t  s u b ­

j e c t s  s h o u ld  b e  a b le  to  s e l e c t  th e  " d e g r e e  o f im p o r ta n c e  of e a c h  

p o s s ib l e  r e a s o n "  w a s  u t i l iz e d  (p. 181). T h e  a b i l i ty  to  r e p o r t  th e  

r e s u l t s  a c c o r d in g  to  s e x  w a s  b u i l t  in to  th e  d e s ig n  of th e  s tu d y . C o p e  

a n d  H a n n a h  (1975) c o n c lu d e d  th a t  th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  w i th d ra w a l  m ig h t  

b e  s e x  r e l a t e d .

A s  in d ic a te d  e a r l i e r ,  f in a n c ia l  c o n c e r n s  s e e m  i n h e r e n t  in  th e  

d e c i s io n  to  a t t e n d  c o lle g e  on a  p a r t - t i m e  b a s i s .  T h is  r e s e a r c h  

s u p p o r t s  th e  r e s u l t s  of o th e r  r e s e a r c h  th a t  r e p o r t e d  f in a n c ia l
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d i f f ic u l t i e s  a n d /o r  e m p lo y m e n t  a s  m a j o r  r e a s o n s  f o r  w i th d ra w in g  

f r o m  c o lle g e  (A s tin , 1975; M a h o n , 1974; N ic k e n s ,  1976).

A n  a n a ly s i s  of T a b le s  26 a n d  27 (pp . 9 2 -9 3 )  sh o w e d  th a t  f in a n ­

c ia l  p r o b le m s  an d  f u l l - t i m e  e m p lo y m e n t  w e r e  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  

e x te r n a l  f a c t o r s  c o n tr ib u tin g  to  th e  d e c is io n  n o t  to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e ­

q u e n t  s e m e s t e r .  W h ile  22 . 2 p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  

f in a n c ia l  p r o b le m s  w e r e  " v e r y  i m p o r ta n t ,  " 12. 4 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le s  

r e p o r t e d  th a t  f in a n c ia l  p r o b le m s  w e r e  " v e r y  i m p o r ta n t .  " H o w e v e r ,

24  p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le s  r e p o r t e d  th a t  f u l l - t i m e  e m p lo y m e n t  w a s  

" v e r y  im p o r ta n t ,  " an d  32. 3 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  f u l l ­

t im e  e m p lo y m e n t  w a s  " v e r y  i m p o r ta n t "  in  th e  d e c is io n  n o t  to  r e t u r n  

th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r .  W h en  th e  d e g r e e s  of i m p o r ta n c e  w e r e  

a g g r e g a t e d ,  75 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a l e s  a n d  6 2 .2  p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le s  

r e p o r t e d  " f u l l - t im e  e m p lo y m e n t"  a s  h a v in g  s o m e  d e g re e  of i m p o r ­

t a n c e  in  th e  d e c is io n  n o t  to  r e t u r n .  T h is  r e a s o n  w a s  a ls o  m o s t  o f te n  

s e le c te d  b y  b o th  m a le s  an d  f e m a le s  o u t of a l l  th e  p o s s ib le  r e a s o n s  

l i s t e d  in  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  f o r  n o t  r e tu r n in g .  " F in a n c i a l  p r o b le m s "  

w a s  th e  s e c o n d  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  r e a s o n  f o r  m a le s  a n d  th e  t h i r d  m o s t  

i m p o r ta n t  r e a s o n  f o r  f e m a le s .

T h is  r e s e a r c h  d o e s  n o t s u p p o r t  r e s e a r c h  r e s u l t s  th a t  sh o w e d  

w o m e n  a s  b e in g  p r im a r i l y  in f lu e n c e d  b y  m a r r i a g e ,  p r e g n a n c y ,  

i l l n e s s ,  an d  f a m i ly  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in  t h e i r  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n  

to  c o lle g e  (A s tin , 1975; C o p e  & H a n n a h , 1975; S n y d e r  & B lo c k e r ,
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1969). T h e  f iv e  r e a s o n s  m o s t  o f te n  g iv e n  s o m e  d e g r e e  of i m p o r ­

ta n c e  b y  th e  m a le s  an d  f e m a le s  in  th is  s tu d y  w e r e  id e n t i c a l .  H o w ­

e v e r ,  w h e n  r a n k e d ,  th e  r a n k  o r d e r  w a s  s l ig h t ly  d i f f e r e n t  f o r  e a c h  

s e x  (p. 118).

S o m e  s tu d ie s  r e v ie w e d  in d ic a te d  th a t  a  la c k  of g o a ls ,  i n d e c i ­

s io n ,  a n d /o r  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  g o a ls  w e r e  i m p o r ta n t  i n f lu e n c e s  on 

th e  d e c is io n  n o t  to  r e t u r n  to  c o lle g e  (A s tin , 1964; M a rk s ,  1967;

S h e r e r ,  1974). T h e  a g g re g a te d  f r e q u e n c ie s  in  th is  s tu d y  of " s l i g h t ly  

i m p o r ta n t ,  " " im p o r ta n t ,  " an d  " v e r y  im p o r ta n t "  in d ic a te d  th a t  33. 3 

p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le s  g a v e  "d id  n o t h a v e  a n y  r e a l  g o a ls "  s o m e  d e g r e e  

of i m p o r ta n c e ,  an d  29 . 1 p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le s  g a v e  i t  s o m e  d e g r e e  

of im p o r ta n c e .  O u t of a l l  th e  p o s s ib l e  r e a s o n s  f o r  d e c id in g  n o t  to  

r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r ,  " d id  n o t h a v e  an y  r e a l  g o a ls "  w a s  

th e  fo u r th  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  r e a s o n  w h e n  th e  d e g r e e s  of i m p o r ta n c e  f o r  

a l l  th e  i t e m s  w e r e  a g g re g a te d  (p. 118).

M ah o n  (1974) r e p o r t e d  th a t  th e  r e s u l t s  o f h i s  s u rv e y  of s to p -  

i n s  an d  s to p - o u ts  i n d ic a te d  t h a t  th e  m a in  r e a s o n  s tu d e n ts  w i th ­

d r e w  w a s  th a t  th e y  h a d  m e t  t h e i r  g o a ls .  T h e  f r e q u e n c y  of r e s p o n s e  

to  " m e t  m y  g o a l"  in  th is  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  d id  n o t s u p p o r t  M a h o n 's  

r e s u l t s .  T h e  a g g re g a te d  f r e q u e n c ie s  of " s l i g h t ly  i m p o r t a n t , "  

" im p o r ta n t ,  " an d  " v e r y  im p o r ta n t "  sh o w e d  th a t  17. 3 p e r c e n t  o f th e  

f e m a le s  an d  18 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le s  g a v e  th is  r e a s o n  s o m e  d e g r e e  

of i m p o r ta n c e .  O n ly  6. 2 p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le s  an d  5. 6 p e r c e n t  of
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th e  m a le s  g a v e  th is  a s  b e in g  " v e r y  im p o r ta n t "  in  t h e i r  d e c is io n  n o t  

to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r .

S tu d ie s  h a v e  a ls o  fo u n d  th a t  a  la c k  of a c a d e m ic  i n t e g r a t i o n - - 

a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s ,  la c k  of i n t e r e s t  in  c o u r s e s ,  d i s s a t i s f a c t io n  

w ith  c o u r s e s ,  i n s t r u c t o r s ,  c o l l e g e - - w e r e  m a j o r  r e a s o n s  g iv e n  f o r  

n o t r e tu r n in g  to  c o lle g e  ("A  S tu d y  of P a r t , "  1969; M o n ro e , 1972; 

S h e r e r ,  1974; T r e n t  & M e d s k e r ,  1968). T h is  s tu d y  fo u n d  th a t  a  

la c k  of a c a d e m ic  i n te g r a t i o n  in  tw o  a r e a s  w a s  im p o r ta n t  to  th e  d e c i ­

s io n  n o t to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r .  T h e  a g g re g a te d  f r e ­

q u e n c ie s  of " s l i g h t ly  im p o r ta n t ,  " " im p o r ta n t ,  " a n d  " v e r y  im p o r ta n t "  

sh o w e d  t h a t  53 . 3 p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le s  a n d  4 1 . 8 p e r c e n t  of th e  

m a le s  g a v e  " n o t  en o u g h  t im e  to  s tu d y "  a s  h a v in g  s o m e  d e g r e e  of 

i m p o r ta n c e  in  th e  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n .  T h e  a g g r e g a t e d  f re q u e n c ie s  

a ls o  sh o w e d  th a t  31. 5 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le s  a n d  18. 2 p e r c e n t  of th e  

f e m a le s  g a v e  " g r a d e s  w e r e  n o t g ood  en o u g h "  a s  h a v in g  s o m e  d e g re e  

of im p o r ta n c e  in  th e  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n .  O u t of a l l  th e  p o s s ib le  

r e a s o n s  f o r  d e c id in g  n o t to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r ,  " n o t  

en o u g h  t im e  to  s tu d y "  w a s  th e  s e c o n d  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  r e a s o n  s e le c te d  

b y  f e m a le s  a n d  th e  th i r d  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  r e a s o n  s e le c te d  by  m a le s .

F o r  b o th  th e  m a l e s  a n d  f e m a le s ,  " g r a d e s  w e r e  n o t  g o o d  en o u g h "  w a s  

th e  f if th  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  r e a s o n  s e le c te d  (p. 1.18).

S tu d ie s  o f a t t r i t i o n  c o n d u c te d  a t  f o u r - y e a r  c o l le g e s  a n d  u n iv e r ­

s i t i e s  g e n e r a l l y  r e p o r t e d  th a t  s o c ia l  i n te g r a t i o n  w a s  a  c o n tr ib u tin g
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f a c t o r  in  r e t e n t io n  (A s tin , 1975; S p a d y , 1970; " S tu d e n t  R e te n tio n ,  " 

1 976; T in to , 1975; W a l le r ,  1964). E b e r s o l e 's  (1975) s tu d y  c o n ­

d u c te d  a t  a  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e  s h o w e d  th a t  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  n o t g e n e r ­

a l l y  in v o lv e d  in  s tu d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  th e y  w e r e .  T h e  

s tu d y  of p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  a t  M e r c e r  C o m m u n ity  C o lle g e  sh o w e d  

t h a t  s tu d e n ts  h a d  "N o  B a s i s  f o r  O p in io n "  w h e n  a s k e d  to  a s s e s s  28 

a s p e c t s  of th e  c o lle g e  (" T h e y  C o m e  P a r t ,  " 1974). T h is  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  

s u p p o r t s  th e  s tu d ie s  c i t e d  a b o v e  th a t  to o k  p la c e  on c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e  

c a m p u s e s .  N o n e  of th e  r e a s o n s  d e a lin g  w ith  a  la c k  of s o c ia l  i n t e g r a ­

t io n  h a d  v e r y  h ig h  f r e q u e n c ie s  in  th e  " v e r y  im p o r ta n t "  c o lu m n . T h e  

l a r g e s t  a g g re g a te d  p e r c e n ta g e  w a s  19. 8 p e r c e n t  a c c u m u la te d  on th e  

r e s p o n s e  by  th e  m a le s  to  " c o u ld  n o t  t a lk  to  i n s t r u c t o r s .  " F o r  th e  

f e m a le s ,  th e  l a r g e s t  a g g re g a te d  p e r c e n t a g e  a c c u m u la te d  (11 p e rc e n t )  

w a s  on  th e  r e s p o n s e  to  " f e l t  o u t of p l a c e .  " O n ly  4. 4 p e r c e n t  of th e  

m a l e s  an d  . 5 p e r c e n t  of th e  f e m a le s  i n d ic a te d  th a t  n o t b e in g  a b le  to  

p a r t i c i p a t e  in  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  w a s  " v e r y  i m p o r ta n t "  in  

t h e i r  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  sh o u ld  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  

th a t  th e  a n a ly s i s  of p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ' e v a lu a ­

t io n  of s tu d e n t  s e r v i c e s  an d  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  in  C h a p te r  V 

s h o w e d  th a t  n e i th e r  g r o u p  w a s  in v o lv e d  in  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  

o r  m a d e  u s e  o f th e  c o l l e g e 's  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s .

I
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C o n c lu s io n s

1. T h e  r e s u l t s  of th is  r e s e a r c h  in d ic a te d  th a t  p a r t - t i m e  p e r -  

s i s t e r s  d i f f e r e d  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  f r o m  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  on a g e , 

s e x ,  m a r i t a l  s t a tu s ,  a n d  l e v e l  of e d u c a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n .  T h e  m a j o r ­

i ty  of p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  b e tw e e n  31 an d  40 y e a r s  of a g e , 

m a r r i e d ,  an d  m a le .  A ll  of th e s e  f a c t s  in d ic a te  th a t  a  s ta b l e  e m o ­

t io n a l  e n v ir o n m e n t  a n d  m a t u r i t y  c o n tr ib u te  to  p e r s i s t e n c e .  T h e  

p o s i t iv e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  a  h ig h e r  l e v e l  of e d u c a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n  

a n d  p e r s i s t e n c e  a ls o  p o in ts  to  a  s ta b l e  s i tu a t io n  w h e r e  lo n g - r a n g e  

p la n n in g  c a n  ta k e  p la c e .

2. S in c e  th is  r e s e a r c h  d id  n o t  f in d  a n y  s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  

in  th e  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  

a n d  th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  a  l a c k  of a c a d e m ic  a b i l i ty  w a s  n o t 

a  c o n tr ib u tin g  f a c t o r  to  n o n p e r s i s te n c e .  H o w e v e r , 3 1 .5  p e r c e n t  of 

th e  m a le  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  18. 2 p e r c e n t  o f th e  f e m a le s  

in d ic a te d  th a t  t h e i r  g r a d e s  in  c o lle g e  w e r e  n o t g o o d  e n o u g h . T h is  

w a s  th e  f if th  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  r e a s o n  g iv e n  s o m e  d e g r e e  of i m p o r ta n c e  

f o r  n o t  r e tu r n in g  to  c o lle g e .  S in c e  41 . 8 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le s  an d  

53 . 3 p e r c e n t  o f th e  f e m a le s  in d ic a te d  th a t  th e y  d id  n o t h a v e  en o u g h  

t im e  to  s tu d y , a  c o n tr ib u tin g  f a c t o r  m ig h t  b e  i n e f f ic ie n t  m a n a g e m e n t  

of t im e .  T h is  s tu d y  a ls o  fo u n d  v e r y  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  h o u r s  

w o rk e d  a t  a  p a y in g  jo b  b e tw e e n  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  p a r t - t i m e
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n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w h ic h  s u p p o r t s  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  p e r s i s t e r s  a r e  

m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  m a n a g e r s  of t im e .

3. B o th  th e  m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  th e  m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n d i ­

c a te d  h ig h e r  l e v e l s  of e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  th a n  th e  f e m a le s .  T h e  p a r t -  

t im e  f e m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  in d ic a te d  th a t  54 . 6 p e r c e n t  a s p i r e d  to  a 

c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  tw o - y e a r  v o c a tio n a l  d e g r e e .  T h is  r e s u l t  m a y  b e  

in f lu e n c e d  b y  th e  s t r o n g  H e a l th  T e c h n o lo g y  p r o g r a m  a t  K e llo g g  C o m ­

m u n ity  C o l le g e .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  m a y  a ls o  r e f l e c t  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  th a t  

a r e  n o t in  k e e p in g  w ith  th e  a c a d e m ic  a b i l i ty  a n d  p o te n t ia l  of th e  

f e m a le s .  T h e  p a r t - t i m e  f e m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  i n d ic a te d  th a t  92. 9 p e r ­

c e n t  h a d  a n  "A "  o r  " B "  g r a d e  a v e r a g e  in  h ig h  s c h o o l,  w h ile  89 . 9 p e r ­

c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  f e m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  h a d  a n  "A "  o r  " B "  g r a d e  

a v e r a g e  in  h ig h  s c h o o l .  O n ly  60 p e r c e n t  o f th e  m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  

5 1 .8  p e r c e n t  of th e  m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  c a r r i e d  a n  "A "  o r  " B "  g r a d e  

a v e r a g e  in  h ig h  s c h o o l .

4 . T h e  n u m b e r  of h o u r s  w o rk e d  a  w e e k  a t  a  p a y in g  jo b  d id  n o t 

d i r e c t l y  i n f lu e n c e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o r  n o n p e r s i s te n c e .  M o re  p a r t - t i m e  

m a le  an d  f e m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  w o rk e d  b e tw e e n  37 a n d  48 h o u r s  p e r  

w e e k  th a n  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  f u l l - t i m e  e m p lo y ­

m e n t  c o n tr ib u te d  to  n o n p e r s i s te n c e .  T h e  r e a s o n  m o s t  o f te n  g iv e n  

s o m e  d e g r e e  of i m p o r ta n c e  in  th e  d e c is io n  n o t  to  r e t u r n  w as  " f u l l ­

t im e  e m p lo y m e n t .  " I t  c a n  b e  c o n je c tu re d  th a t  w h e n  f u l l - t i m e  w o rk  

w a s  a v a i l a b le ,  f in a n c ia l  s e c u r i ty  to o k  p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  c o n tin u in g
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c o lle g e  a t  th a t  p o in t.  W h e th e r  th e  w o rk  w a s  r e l a t e d  to  th e  c o u r s e s  

t a k e n  o r  n o t d id  n o t  c o n tr ib u te  to  p e r s i s t e n c e  o r  n o n p e r s i s te n c e .

T h e  e m p lo y e r 's  s u p p o r t  o r  l a c k  o f i t  d id  n o t m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  e i t h e r .  

T h e  e m p lo y e r s  f o r  b o th  th e  p e r s i s t e r s  an d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  e n th u ­

s i a s t i c  o r  s u p p o r t iv e .

5. F in a n c i a l  p r o b le m s  w a s  a  c o n c e r n  f o r  b o th  th e  m a l e  a n d  

f e m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .  F i n a n c i a l  p r o b le m s  w a s  th e  s e c o n d  r e a s o n  

g iv e n  s o m e  d e g re e  of im p o r ta n c e  b y  th e  m a le s  an d  th e  t h i r d  r e a s o n  

g iv e n  b y  th e  f e m a le s .  H o w e v e r ,  85 . 6 p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n ­

p e r s i s t e r s  in d ic a te d  th a t  th e y  d id  n o t  u s e  th e  C o l le g e 's  F i n a n c i a l  A id  

S e r v ic e s .

6 . T h e  m a l e s ,  b o th  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  

r e c e iv e d  g r e a t e r  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e i r  w iv e s  th a n  th e  f e m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  

a n d  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s .  T h e  p a r t - t i m e  

m a le  p e r s i s t e r s  i n d ic a te d  t h a t  96 . 4 p e r c e n t  of t h e i r  w iv e s  w e r e  

e i t h e r  e n th u s i a s t i c  o r  s u p p o r t i v e ,  w h ile  6 3 .6  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  f e m a le  

p e r s i s t e r s  in d ic a te d  t h a t  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  w e r e  e n th u s i a s t i c  o r  s u p p o r ­

t iv e .  T h is  r e f l e c t e d ,  in  p a r t ,  a  c u l t u r a l  a t t i tu d e  th a t  w iv e s  u l t i ­

m a te ly  s h a r e  in  t h e i r  h u s b a n d 's  s u c c e s s .  H u s b a n d s  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  

f e m a le  s tu d e n ts  m a y  n o t  s e e  t h e i r  w iv e s ' e d u c a tio n  a s  a n  e c o n o m ic  

a d v a n ta g e .

7. I n te g r a t i o n  in to  th e  s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e  of th e  c o l le g e  c a m p u s  

d id  n o t s e e m  to  b e  i m p o r t a n t  to  e i t h e r  th e  p e r s i s t e r s  o r  n o n p e r s i s t e r s .
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O ld e r  s tu d e n ts  h a v e  s o c ia l  p a t t e r n s  e s ta b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  a tte n d in g  

c o lle g e .  T h e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t  a ls o  b e c o m e s  i n te g r a t e d  in to  th e  

w o rk  w o r ld  a n d  f o r m s  s o c ia l  r e l a t i o n s  th ro u g h  a s s o c i a t i o n s  m a d e  a t  

w o rk .

8 . F o r  b o th  th e  m a le  an d  f e m a le  n o n p e r s i s t e r s ,  n o t h a v in g  a n y  

r e a l  g o a ls  w a s  th e  f o u r th  r e a s o n  g iv e n  s o m e  d e g r e e  of i m p o r ta n c e  in  

th e  d e c is io n  n o t to  r e t u r n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r .  I t  w o u ld  b e  

i n t e r e s t i n g  to  k n o w  if  th o s e  s tu d e n ts  (45 . 2 p e rc e n t )  w ho in d ic a te d  

th a t  th e y  w a n te d  to  ta k e  (a) c la s s ( e s )  p e r c e iv e d  th a t  a s  a  g o a l  o r  a 

la c k  of a  g o a l.  In  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  76 . 9 p e r c e n t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r ­

s i s t e r s  d id  n o t u s e  th e  c o u n s e l in g  s e r v i c e s  f o r  p e r s o n a l  o r  a c a d e m ic  

c o u n s e l in g .  P e r h a p s  th e  c o u n s e lo r s  w e r e  n o t  a v a i l a b le  a t  h o u r s  c o n ­

v e n ie n t  to  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  p e r s i s t e r s  d id  n o t  u s e  

th e  c o u n s e l in g  s e r v i c e s  to  an y  e x te n t ,  an d  th e  p e r s i s t e r s  to o k  th e i r  

c la s s e s  on  c a m p u s  w h ic h  w o u ld  m a k e  th e  c o u n s e l in g  s e r v i c e s  m o r e  

a c c e s s a b le .  E v e n in g  c o u n s e lo r s  w e r e  a v a i l a b le  on c a m p u s .

9. T h e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r  c a n n o t  b e  c l a s s i f i e d  e a s i l y .

F o r ty - s e v e n  p e r c e n t  of th e  w r i t t e n  r e s p o n s e s  to  S e c tio n  D - - " N o n ­

r e tu r n in g  S t u d e n ts " - - i n d ic a te d  th a t  th e y  p la n n e d  r e t u r n  to  c o lle g e .

T h e i r  r e a s o n s  f o r  a t te n d in g  w e r e  a s  v a r i e d  a s  t h e i r  r e a s o n s  f o r  n o t 

r e tu r n in g  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e .  T h e  s tu d e n ts  w ith  c e r t i f i c a t e  an d  

d e g r e e  g o a ls  s t i l l  p la n n e d  to  m e e t  th o s e  g o a ls .  T h e  s tu d e n ts  w ho 

w a n te d  to  ta k e  (a) c la s s ( e s )  h a d  n o n d e g re e  g o a ls  s u c h  a s  u p g ra d in g
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v o c a t io n a l  an d  p r o f e s s io n a l  s k i l l s ,  p r e p r o f e s s i o n a l  g o a ls ,  e x p lo r a ­

t o r y  g o a ls ,  an d  e n r i c h m e n t  g o a l s .  S l ig h t ly  o v e r  50 p e r c e n t  (5 0 . 7) 

in d ic a te d  th a t  t h e i r  r e a s o n s  f o r  a tte n d in g  c o lle g e  w e r e  r e l a t e d  to  

t h e i r  jo b s  o r  c a r e e r s .  S o m e  p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  a l r e a d y  h e ld  

d e g r e e s ,  w e r e  s im u l ta n e o u s ly  a t te n d in g  a  f o u r - y e a r  c o lle g e ,  o r  

o w n ed  a  b u s in e s s .  T h e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  w e r e  y o u n g e r  an d  o ld e r  th a n  

th e  p e r s i s t e r s ,  a n d  m o r e  o f t h e m  w e r e  f e m a le .  T h e i r  g o a ls ,  b o th  

d e g r e e  an d  n o n d e g re e ,  h a d  n o t b e e n  m e t .  O n ly  17. 3 p e r c e n t  o f th e  

f e m a le s  an d  18 p e r c e n t  of th e  m a l e s  i n d ic a te d  th a t  t h e i r  g o a ls  h a d  

b e e n  m e t  an d  th is  h a d  s o m e  d e g r e e  of i m p o r ta n c e  in  t h e i r  d e c i s io n  

n o t  to  r e t u r n .  T h e y  w e r e  n o t h a p p y  a b o u t  h a v in g  t h e i r  e d u c a t io n  

i n t e r r u p t e d ,  b u t  th e y  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  c o n f id e n t  a b o u t  th e  f u tu r e .

R e c o m m e n d a tio n s

T h e  fo llo w in g  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  a r e  b a s e d  on th e  a b o v e  c o n ­

c lu s io n s .  A s s ta te d  in  C h a p te r  I , th is  s tu d y  w a s  l im i te d  to  K e l lo g g  

C o m m u n ity  C o lle g e  in  B a t t l e  C r e e k ,  M ic h ig a n . A  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a ­

t io n  of th e  c o n c lu s io n s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  s h o u ld  b e  u n d e r ta k e n  

w ith  c a u tio n .

1. S in c e  th is  s tu d y  fo u n d  t h a t  f in a n c ia l  c o n c e r n s ,  low  g r a d e s ,  

a n d  a  l a c k  of g o a ls  w e r e  i n h ib i t in g  f a c t o r s  c o n tr ib u tin g  to  n o n p e r ­

s i s t e n c e ,  th e  i n s t i t u t io n  s h o u ld  d e te r m i n e  if  i t  c a n  in i t i a t e  a c t i o n s  

t h a t  c o u ld  c o u n te r  th e  e f f e c ts  of th e  a b o v e  f a c t o r s .  F o r  e x a m p le ,
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th e  F i n a n c i a l  A id s  o f f ic e  c o u ld  d e v e lo p  a  f in a n c ia l  a id  p a c k a g e  f o r  

p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  t h a t  in c lu d e s  s c h o la r s h i p s ,  l o a n s ,  an d  o n -c a m p u s  

e m p lo y m e n t  o p p o r tu n i t i e s .

2. T h is  r e s e a r c h  an d  o th e r  r e s e a r c h  h a v e  fo u n d  a  r e l a t i o n s h ip  

b e tw e e n  p e r s i s t e n c e  an d  h ig h e r  l e v e l s  of e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls .  T h e  

f e m a le s  in  t h is  s tu d y  h e ld  lo w e r  l e v e l s  of e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  th a n  th e  

m a le s .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  f e m a le s  e a rn e d  h ig h e r  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  in  h ig h  

sc h o o l  th a n  th e  m a l e s .  S o m e  m e th o d  s h o u ld  b e  fo u n d  to  a s s i s t  p a r t -  

t im e  s tu d e n ts  in  e s ta b l is h in g  t h e i r  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls .  F e m a le s  

sh o u ld  r e c e i v e  s p e c i a l  c o u n s e l in g  in  th is  a r e a  s in c e  th e y  s e t  l im i te d  

g o a ls  th a t  do  n o t  r e f l e c t  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s .

3. T h is  s tu d y  d id  n o t s e e k  to  f in d  a n y  m e a s u r a b l e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  

b e tw e e n  p e r s i s t e n c e  an d  th e  e m o t io n a l  s u p p o r t  o f th e  s p o u s e .  H o w ­

e v e r ,  th e  s tu d y  d id  sh o w  th a t  th e  m a r r i e d  m a l e s  r e c e iv e d  m o r e  

e m o t io n a l  s u p p o r t  f r o m  th e i r  w iv e s  th a n  th e  f e m a le  p a r t - t i m e  s tu ­

d e n ts  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s .  T h e  c o l le g e  sh o u ld  d e te r m in e  

if  i t  h a s  an y  r o l e  to  p la y  in  a s s i s t i n g  th e  s p o u s e s  of p a r t - t i m e  s tu ­

d e n ts  to  u n d e r s t a n d  h ow  t h e i r  e m o t io n a l  s u p p o r t  is  n e e d e d .

4 . N e i th e r  th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  n o r  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  i n d i ­

c a te d  th a t  th e y  w e r e  in te g r a t e d  in to  th e  s o c ia l  s t r u c t u r e  of th e  c o l ­

le g e  o r  t h a t  th e y  u s e d  th e  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  p r o v id e d  by  th e  c o lle g e .

A  s u rv e y  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  s h o u ld  b e  im p le m e n te d  in  o r d e r  

to  d e te r m in e  if  th e y  h a v e  s o c ia l  a n d /o r  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e  n e e d s  th a t
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a r e  n o t  b e in g  p r o v id e d  b y  th e  c o lle g e .  I t  i s  p o s s ib l e  t h a t  th e  s e r v i c e s  

now  b e in g  p r o v id e d  do  n o t m e e t  t h e i r  n e e d s .

5. T h e  r e s u l t s  of th is  s tu d y  sh o w e d  th a t  th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  a t t e n d ­

in g  c o lle g e  w e r e  v a r i e d  a n d  th a t  s l ig h t ly  o v e r  o n e -h a l f  of th e  n o n p e r ­

s i s t e r s  h a d  r e a s o n s  t h a t  w e r e  r e l a t e d  to  t h e i r  jo b s  o r  c a r e e r s .  In  

v ie w  of th is  an d  th e  r e s u l t s  w h ic h  sh o w e d  th a t  m a n y  h a d  n o n d e g re e  

g o a ls ,  d i f f e r e n t  a p p ro a c h e s  to  th e  c o u n s e l in g  n e e d s  of p a r t - t i m e  s tu ­

d e n ts  s h o u ld  b e  e x p lo r e d .  In  o r d e r  to  p la n  t h e i r  c o lle g e  e x p e r i e n c e s  

f o r  m a x im u m  b e n e f i ts ,  s tu d e n ts  w ith  c a r e e r  a n d /o r  n o n d e g re e  g o a ls  

s h o u ld  b e  c o u n s e le d  a s  th o ro u g h ly  a s  s tu d e n ts  w ith  d e g r e e  g o a ls .  

D e g r e e  o r ie n te d  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  w ho a r e  ta k in g  c l a s s e s  in  th e  

e v e n in g , w e e k e n d , a n d / o r  o f f - c a m p u s  s h o u ld  b e  r e q u i r e d  to  r e g i s t e r  

w ith  c o u n s e lo r s  so  th a t  th e  c o lle g e  c a n  m a k e  c e r t a in  th a t  t h e i r  c u r ­

r ic u lu m  n e e d s  c a n  b e  m e t  in  th e  e v e n in g , w e e k e n d , a n d /o r  o f f - c a m p u s  

s c h e d u le  o f c l a s s e s .

6 . T h e  r e s e a r c h  sh o w e d  th a t  m o s t  of th e  p a r t - t i m e  p e r s i s t e r s  

p la n n e d  to  r e t u r n  to  c o lle g e  an d  th a t  th e y  w e r e  u n h a p p y  th a t  t h e i r  

s tu d ie s  h a d  b e e n  i n t e r r u p t e d .  T h e  c o lle g e  s h o u ld  m a k e  e v e r y  e f f o r t  

to  i n fo r m  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  a b o u t th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  of e a rn in g  " c r e d i t  

f o r  e x p e r ie n c e "  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  th a t  e m p lo y m e n t  p r e v e n t s  th e m  

f r o m  e n ro l l in g  in  r e g u l a r  c l a s s e s .  T h e  c o lle g e  sh o u ld  a ls o  e x p lo r e  

th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  of d e v e lo p in g  " H o m e  S tu d y "  c o u r s e s ,  n e w s p a p e r  

c o u r s e s ,  t e l e v is io n  a n d  r a d io  c o u r s e s  in  o r d e r  to  m a k e  i t  p o s s ib l e
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f o r  s tu d e n ts  to  m a k e  s te a d y  p r o g r e s s  t o w a rd s  t h e i r  g o a ls .
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Dear Friend:
Why am I writing to you? I need your help! I am in the process of doing 
important research on the part-time student at the community college 
level. Across the United States almost 50%  of the students who  
attend the community college, attend as part-time students. How­
ever, very little research has concentrated on the part time student. 
My research is concerned with the part-time studentl Who are part- 
time students? Why do they leave college after one semester? How 
do they feel about their college experience? These are som e of the 
questions I hope to answer.

I have selected as my resource all the part-time students who attended Kellogg Com­
munity College the school years o f 1975or 1976. I am sure that you understand how neces­
sary it is for me to get a very high percentage of return in order for the research to be valid.
I also realize that you are busy! However, I believe that you are interested  and will help me 
by responding to the questionnaire from your perspective as a former part-time student 
at K.C.C. I estimate the time it will take you to complete this questionnaire at less than 
fifteen minutes.
Your questionnaire has been numbered so  that during the research, I can communicate 
with you if it is necessary. As soon as the data collection is completed, all numbers will be 
removed. Your responses will be held in absolute confidence, and will be used only in group 
summaries. A copy of the research will be placed in the Kellogg Community College 
Learning Resource Center during 1977 for you to read.
If you have any questions, please call me at Kellogg Community College (965-3931) ex­
tension 2 02 .1 want to thank you for taking time to fill this out. Please return this question­
naire in the enclosed self-addressed stamped envelope by March 1,1977.

Respectfully,

N.A. Bartel, Chairperson 
Arts and Science Division

A STUDY OF THE CHARACTERISTICS 
OF PART-TIME STUDENTS 

AT THE COMMUNITY COLLEGE LEVEL

DIRECTIONS: Each question will list a number of possible responses. Please place an "X" in the box
corresponding to the response that was true during 1975 or 1976 when you were a part- 
time student at Kellogg Community College.

EXAMPLE: 1. Please indicate the mode of transportation you most frequently used while attending
the community college.

Personal A utom obile................................................................................................................. XI
Car Pool.........................................................................................................................................□
City B us.........................................................................................................................................□
W alked ......................................................................................................................................... □
Motor Bike.....................................................................................................................................□

YOU ARE READY TO BEGIN. PLEASE TURN THE PAGE...........
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SECTION A: GENERAL INFORMATION
1. Please indicate your age bracket.

11 to 20 □  21 to 30 □  31 to 40 □  41to50 □
51 to 60 □  61 to 70 □  71 to 80 □

2. Please indicate your sex 
Female □  Male □

3. Please indicate your marital status while a student
Single □  Married □  Widow □
Engaged □  Separated □  Widower □

Divorced □
4. Was this the first time you had taken College work? Y esD  NoD
5. Please indicate the rank order of your birth in your family.

An only child.................................................................................................................................................................□
The oldest c h ild .......................................................................................................................................................... □
The youngest child...................................................................................................................................................... □
Between the oldest and youngest.............................................................................................................................□
None of the above (please specify)_______________________________________________________________

6. Please indicate the religion in which 
you were raised.

A dventist..........................................□
Baptist.......................  □
Catholic..............................................□
Christian Scien tist........................... □
Church of G o d ................................. □
Congregational ............................... □
Episcopalian......................................□
Jewish................................................ □
Latter Day Saints (Mormon) □
Lutheran............................................□
M ennonite........................................□
Methodist..........................................□
Nazarene............................................□
Presbyterian......................................□
Universalist/Unitarian.....................□
N o n e ..................................................□
Other (Please specify)____________

7. Please indicate the religion in which 
you are currently practicing

A dventist.......................................... D
Baptist.................................................□
Catholic...............................................□
Christian S cien tist........................... □
Church of G o d ..................................□
Congregational ................................□
Episcopalian......................................Lj
Jewish.................................................□
Latter Day Saints (M ormon) □
Lutheran............................................ □
M ennonite........................................ □
M ethodist.......................................... □
Nazarene............................................ □
Presbyterian......................................□
Universalist/Unitarian.....................□
N o n e...................................................□
Other (Please specify)_____________

SECTION B: HIGH SCHOOL EXPERIENCE
8. Please indicate your approximate letter grade average in high school.

A D  B □  C D  D □  Non-Graduate □
9. Please indicate how you felt about your letter grade average in high school.

Very satisfied................................□
Satisfied ...................................... □
Dissatisfied..................................□
Very Dissatisfied..........................□

10. Please indicate the item that best describes your attendance in high school.
Attended, except when i l l .........C7
Cut classes som etim es............... □
Cut classes often..........................□

11 .Please indicate the item that best describes you as a high school student.
Very involved in extra high school activities...................................................................................... □
Took part in some extra high school activities..................................................................................□
Did not take part in extra high school activities because I worked.................................................. □
Did not take part in extra high school activities because I had no interest......................................□

12. Please indicate the item that best describes your general feelings about high school 
Positive Experience ................... ij
M oitho r nnc itiw o  «->r n o n a tiw o  I '!
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SECTION C: KELLOGG COMMUNITY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE
13. Please indicate the item that best describes your reason for attending Kellogg Community College.

Desire to meet people and make friends................................................................................................................... □
Friend(s) were taking college work at K.C.C............................................................................................................ □
Family pressure to attend.............................................................................................................................................LI
Personal enrichm ent................................................................................................................................................... □
Job advancement (Promotion) ................................................................................................................................ □
Job security (up-grading skills) ................................................................................................................................□
Wanted to enter a profession (Teacher, Business, Social work, etc.) ............................................................. □
Financial support available.........................................................................................................................................□
Wanted to enter a vocational field (Nursing/ Business Management, e tc .)....................................................... L!
Other (Please specify)__________________________________________________________________________

14. Please indicate how many hours per week you worked on a paying job  while attending Kellogg Community 
College.
Less than 6 hours □  7to12hours □  13to18hours □  19to24hours □
25to30hours □  31to36hours □  37to42hours □  43to48hours □

160

15. Please indicate the attitude of your 
employer (boss) towards your at­
tending college
Enthusiastic......................................□
Supportive........................................ □
Did not care or k n o w ....................... □ □

16. If married, please indicate the attitude 
of your husband/wife towards your 
attending college
Enthusiastic...................................... □
Supportive........................................ □
Did not care........................................ □
D isp leased ........................................ □
O pposed.............................................□O pposed.............................................□

17. Please indicate to what extent your 
studies related to your job
Closely related ..................................□
Somewhat related........................... □
No relationship.........................      □

18. Please indicate the item that best describes your academic goal when you decided to enroll at Kellogg Com­
munity College
Wanted to take (a) c la s s (e s ) ...................................................................................................................................... □

 □ □
................................................n □ □ □

Wanted to complete a certificate program.................
Wanted to complete a two year vocational program.
Wanted to earn a bachelor's d egree ............................
Wanted to earn a master's degree................................
Wanted to earn a specialists d eg ree............................
Wanted to earn a Ph. D or Ed. D degree........................
Other (please sp ecify)__________________________

19. Please indicate your future plans in regards to higher education
I do not plan to take any more college cou rses.........................................................................................................□
I might take some courses, but do not plan to work towards a d eg ree................................................................□
I want to finish my current program, (have finished) but do not plan to enter any other program .................□
I want to finish my current program (have finished) and enter another program at this same degree level . □  
I want to finish my current program (have finished) and enter a program at an advanced degree le v e l □

20.Please indicate the time and place yourclass(es) generally met.
Campus-during the d a y .. □  Off-campus-at n ig h t ......................, □
Campus-at n ig h t................. □  Off-campus - daytim e......................□
Campus-on weekends . . Cl

43 Kellogg Community College offers many support services and extracurricular activities. Please indicate 
your satisfaction or dissatisfaction with the services and/or activities. If you did not use the service or par­
ticipate in the activity, please place an "X" in the "Do not know" column.

DO NOT
SATISFACTORY UNSATISFACTORY KNOW

The registration process 1 I '
Counseling Services I Personal) ' !  1
Counseling Services (Academic)
Counseling Services (Career) [ ; C”
Rnnkstnm Rpruiroc
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SATISFACTORY UNSATISFACTORY

Financial Aid Services
Publications -  catalog, schedules, etc.
Admission Process
Food services
Learning Resource Center

Student Records
College clubs
Theatrical productions
Athletic program
Intramurals

Music program
College Newspaper (W hat's Bruin, Triad) 
C oncert/Lecture Series 
Literary Magazine IPerhaps)
Dances

Movies n o n
Student Life Committee □  □  □
Other cam pus activities □  □  □

IF YOU GRADUATED FROM KELLOGG COMMUNITY COLLEGE, YOU ARE FINISHED WITH THE QUESTIONNAIRE. THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR TIME. IF YOU DID NO T GRADUATE, PLEASE FINISH SECTION D BELOW.

SECTION D: NON-RETURNING STUDENTS
44-70 Please indicate after each item the degree of importance in your decision not to  return to  Kellogg Community College at this ti

NOT
IMPORTANT

SLIGHTLY
IMPORTANT IMPORTANT

VERY
IMPORTAC

Financial problems □ □ □ □
Full-time employment □ □ □ □
Got married □ □ n □
Pregnancy □ □ □ □
Personal Illness □ □ □ □
Illness or death of another person □ □ □ □
Husband - wife - children complained □ □ □ □
Did not have any real goals □ □ □ □
Dissatisfied with life in general □ □ □ n
Decided to  travel or move □ □ □ n
Decided 1 did not w ant to  go to  college □ □ □ □
Enlisted in the military □ □ □ □
Emotional problems □ □ □ □
Met my goal □ □ □ □
Not enough time to  study □ □ □ □
W as bored with my classles) □ □ □ □
Did not like subjects □ □ □ □
Not challenged enough □ □ □ □
Missed too many class sessions □ □ □ □
Grades were not good enough □ □ □ □
Felt out of place □ □ □ □
Did not make friends □ □ □ n
Could not talk to  instructors □ □ □ □
Could not get counseling □ □ □ □
Could not participate in extra college activities □ □ n □
Could not participate in athletics □ n □ □
Could not get part-time work at college n □ n □

Please indicate the degree with which you felt the emotions listed below after you decided not to continue at Kellogg Community Colle
•t this time.

NONE VERY LITTLE SOME A LOT
Happy about decision n n □ n
A sense of relief a □ n □
Uncertain about the future □ □ □ □
Unhappy about not returning i..] □ □ □
A sense of failure n □ Ll □
Uncertain about my abilities G □ L'J Cl
Uncertain about myself c: n □
Angry at the college n n G •
Angry at myself r.'j r, n
Confident about my future n G n 11
Unconcerned - it w as not a major decision n n n

Please mail to N. A. Bartel, Kellogg Community College, 450 North Avenue, Battle Creek, Michigan.
Envelone attanhfiH  fnr \/ni ir rn n v p n io n ro
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A P P E N D IX  B 

P o s t c a r d  F o l lo w -U p

K C C  M a rc h  9, 1977

D e a r  F r ie n d :

TH IS IS JU S T  TO  R E M IN D  YOU to  p l e a s e  c o m p le te  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  

y o u  r e c e iv e d  c o n c e rn in g  P A R T -T IM E  s tu d e n t s .  M an y  of th e  q u e s ­

t io n n a i r e s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  r e t u r n e d ,  b u t  I n e e d  YO UR in p u t.  I 

e s t i m a t e  th a t  i t  w i l l  ta k e  y o u  l e s s  th a n  f if te e n  m in u te s  to  c o m p le te  

i t .  I f  y o u  h a v e  m is la i d  y o u r  q u e s t io n n a i r e ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  9 6 5 -3 9 0 1 , 

e x t.  2 02 , f o r  a n o th e r  o n e . I f  b y  c h a n c e  y o u r  r e s p o n s e  i s  on th e  w a y , 

p l e a s e  e x c u s e  th is  r e m i n d e r .  TH A N K  YOU f o r  y o u r  c o o p e ra t io n .

N . A . B a r t e l
C h a i r p e r s o n ,  A r t s  & S c ie n c e  D iv is io n
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(H e d o e s  n o t  l iv e  h e r e .  )

C an  y o u  g iv e  m e  h i s  new  
t e le p h o n e  n u m b e r ?

(Y e s , _________________)
(N o. )

T h a n k  y o u .

A P P E N D IX  C 

T e le p h o n e  F o l lo w -U p  F o r m a t

H e llo , m a y  I s p e a k  to  _

(H e is  n o t h e r e  now . )
'I/

C a n  y o u  t e l l  m e  w h e n  I c a n  
r e a c h  h im ?  .

V
(Y e s , h e  w i l l  b e  h e r e  a t  
 . )

T h a n k  y o u .

( J u s t  a  m o m e n t .  )

H e l lo  M r .  / M s ._
S o m e  t im e  in  M a rc h  y o u  r e c e iv e d  
a  q u e s t io n n a i r e  f r o m  N e v a  B a r t e l  
f r o m  K e llo g g  C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e .  
A c c o rd in g  to  h e r  r e c o r d s ,  y o u  
h a v e  n o t r e s p o n d e d  to  th e  q u e s ­
t io n n a i r e .  Do y o u  s t i l l  h a v e  th e  
q u e s t io n n a ir e ?

(Y e s) V
Y o u r  r e s p o n s e  i s  r e a l l y  
n e e d e d .  D o y o u  th in k  y o u  c a n  
f in d  t im e  to  f i l l  i t  o u t t o m o r ­
ro w  a n d  s e n d  i t  in ?

1
(Y es)
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o o p e ra t io n .  

(No)
I 'm  s o r r y .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  
t im e .

(No) *
I f  w e m a i l e d  y o u  a  q u e s t io n n a i r e ,  
w o u ld  y o u  f i l l  i t  o u t?  T h e  
r e s e a r c h  on p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n ts  
i s  v e r y  i m p o r ta n t .

r ^
(Y e s)  (No)
I s  y o u r  a d d r e s s  I 'm  s o r r y ,
_________________? th a n k  y o u  f o r

j  y o u r  t im e .
(Y es)
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  
y o u r  c o o p e ra t io n .
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A PPEN D IX  E

U n e d ite d  l i s t  of w r i t t e n  r e s p o n s e s  to  th e  c h o ic e  " O th e r ,  
p l e a s e  s p e c i f y "  f r o m  Q u e s t io n  6, " P l e a s e  i n d ic a te  th e  
r e l i g io n  in  w h ic h  y o u  w e r e  r a i s e d ,  " an d  Q u e s t io n  7,
" P l e a s e  in d ic a te  th e  r e l i g io n  
p r a c t ic in g .  "

N o n p e r s is  

R e l ig io n  in  W h ic h  R a i s e d

A p o s t o l i c - P e n t e c o s t a l  . . .  1
A s s e m b ly  of G o d .............. 4
B a p t i s t ......................................... 1
B ib le  C h u r c h ......................... 1
B r e t h r e n ....................................2
C h r i s t i a n  R e f o r m ...............1
C h u rc h  o f C h r i s t ...............5
E a s t e r n  O r t h o d o x ...............2
E . V. B .............................................2
F r e e  M e t h o d i s t .................... 1
H i n d u ......................................... 1
J e h o v a h  W i t n e s s .................... 3
M o s le m  o r  I s l a m i c  . . . .  1
N o n d e n o m in a t io n a l  . . . .  6
Q u a k e r  ................................................ 2
R L D S ......................................... 1
S e v e n th  D ay  B a p t is t  . . . .  1
U n ite d  M i s s i o n a r y ............... 1
W e s l e y a n ....................................3

in  w h ic h  y o u  a r e  c u r r e n t l y

t e r s  O n ly

R e l ig io n  C u r r e n t l y  P r a c t i c i n g

A g n o s t i c ............................................... 1
A p o s t o l i c - P e n t e c o s t a l  . . . 1
A s s e m b ly  of G o d ..........................5
B a h a i .................................................... 1
B ib le  C h u r c h .................................... 2
B u d d h i s m ..........................................1
C h r i s t i a n  R e f o r m ..........................5
C h u rc h  of C h r i s t ..........................3
E a s t e r n  O r t h o d o x ..........................2
H i n d u .................................................... 1
J e h o v a h  W i t n e s s ..........................3
M i s s i o n a r y ..........................................1
N o n d e n o m in a t io n a l  . . . .  9
Q u a k e r  ..........................................  4
R e f o rm e d  C h u rc h  of A m e r i c a  1
R L D S .................................................... 1
U n i t y .................................................... 1
W e s l e y a n ......................................... 6

N o te : O ne r e s p o n d e n t  w r o te  
" m in e "  an d  a n o th e r  i n d ic a te d  
th r e e  c h u rc h e s  in  w h ic h  h e  
w a s  r a i s e d :  B a p t is t ,  M e th o d is t ,  
an d  P r e s b y t e r i a n .

N o te :  O ne  r e s p o n d e n t  w r o te  
" m in e "  a n d  a n o th e r  " d o n 't  
k n o w . "
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A PPEN D IX  F

W ri t te n  r e s p o n s e s  of p a r t - t i m e  n o n p e r s i s t e r s  to  Q u e s t io n  
18, " P l e a s e  i n d ic a te  th e  i t e m  th a t  b e s t  d e s c r i b e s  y o u r  
a c a d e m ic  g o a l  w h en  y o u  d e c id e d  to  e n r o l l  a t  K e llo g g  
C o m m u n ity  C o l le g e .  "

T h e  r e s p o n s e s  h a v e  b e e n  g r o u p e d  u n d e r  s p e c i f ic  h e a d in g s  in  

o r d e r  to  f a c i l i t a t e  a n a ly s i s .

P r e p r o f e s s i o n a l  g o a ls  

P r e la w  c o u r s e s

W a n te d  to  c o m p le te  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  M B A  w o rk

W a n te d  to  e a r n  a  l i c e n s e  in  M o r tu a r y  S c ie n c e

T o g e t  m y  p r e c o u r s e s  o u t of th e  w a y  th e n  go  s t r a ig h t  
in to  m y  m a j o r  c o u r s e s  a t  th e  u n iv e r s i t y

W a n te d  to  c o m p le te  o n e  y e a r  of c o lle g e  b e fo r e  go in g  
to  th e  u n iv e r s i t y

E x p lo r a to r y  g o a ls

W a n te d  to  s e e  i f  I c o u ld  do  i t - -2

A m  ta k in g  c la s s e s  of v a r i e d  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  h o p e s  of 
p u r s u in g  a  c e r t a in  c u r r i c u l u m

A t f i r s t  a  c e r t i f i c a t e - - t h e n  b e c a m e  u n d e c id e d

H a v e  n o t d e c id e d  if  a s s o c i a t e  d e g r e e  o r  c e r t i f i c a t e

W a n te d  to  know  i f  I 'd  l ik e  i t  a s  w e ll  a s  I d id  f i n i s h ­
ing  h ig h  s c h o o l

O c c u p a tio n ,  p r o f e s s io n ,  o r  b u s in e s s  g o a ls

W o rk  e n c o u ra g e d  i t

W a n te d  a  n ew  p r o f e s s io n  o r  o c c u p a t io n - -2

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



T o im p r o v e  w o rk  s k i l l s

W a n te d  to  b e  b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d  in  m y  p r o f e s s io n

W a n te d  to  ta k e  c la s s e s  th a t  w o u ld  h e lp  m e  in  m y  
b u s in e s  s

C r e d i t  to w a rd  jo b

B a c k g ro u n d  a r e a  f o r  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r

A s  a  s u p p le m e n t  to  m y  jo b

I n c r e a s e  k n o w le d g e  in  m y  f ie ld

E m p lo y e r  w a n te d  m e  to  ta k e  c l a s s e s

P e r s o n a l  e n r i c h m e n t  g o a ls

P e r s o n a l  e n r i c h m e n t  a n d  a  d e s i r e  to  e x p a n d  
k n o w le d g e

K C C  f o r  e n jo y m e n t- - I  t a k e  W M U c l a s s e s  a t  K C C  
f o r  M a s t e r 's  d e g r e e

E n jo y m e n t

W a n te d  to  ta k e  c la s s  to  h e lp  m a k e  h ig h  s c h o o l  
v o l le y b a l l  t e a m

I n t e r e s t  in  s u b je c t  m a t t e r

W a n te d  to  im p r o v e  m y  g u i ta r  s k i l l s

J o b  a d v a n c e m e n t  n o t  p o s s ib l e ,  b u t  w i l l  t a k e  o th e r  
c o u r s e s

P e r s o n a l

O th e r  g o a ls :

A s s o c ia t e  d e g r e e

N o a c a d e m ic  g o a l
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A PPEN D IX  G

S u p p o r t  S e r v ic e s  a n d  E x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  A c t iv i t ie s  
Q u e s t io n s  2 1 -4 3

R e g i s t r a t i o n  P r o c e s s

S a t i s f a c t o r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

D o N o t 
K now T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 35 79. 5 5 11. 4 4 9. 1 44  100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 374 73. 3 51 1 0 .0 85 16. 7 510 100

T o ta l 409 56 89 554

C o u n s e lin g  ( P e r s o n a l )

S a t i s f a c to r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

Do N o t 
K now T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 12 2 8 .6 1 2. 4 29 6 9 . 0 42 100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 98 1 9 .7 17 3 .4 383 76. 9 498 100

T o ta l 110 18 412 540
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C o u n s e l in g  (A c a d e m ic )

176

S a t i s f a c t o r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

D o N o t 
K n o w T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 21 48. 8 3 7. 0 19 4 4 . 2 43 100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 98 19. 7 17 3. 4 383 76 . 9 498 100

T o ta l 119 20 402 541

C o u n s e l in g  ( C a r e e r )

U n s a t i s ­ D o N o t
S a t i s f a c t o r y f a c to r y K n o w T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 9 20. 5 4 9. 1 31 70 . 4 44  100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 85 17. 1 27 5. 4 385 77. 5 497 100

T o ta l 94 31 420 541

B o o k  S to re  S e r v ic e s

S a t i s f a c t o r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

D o N o t 
K n o w T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 38 86. 4 2 4. 5 4 9. 1 44  100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 375 74. 4 25 5. 0 104 20 . 6 504  100

T o ta l 413 27 108 548
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F in a n c i a l  A id  S e r v ic e s

S a t i s f a c t o r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

D o N o t 
K now T o ta l

n  % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 4 9. 1 40 9 0 .9 44  100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 53 1 0 .7 18 3. 7 422 8 5 .6 493 100

T o ta l 59 18 462 537

P u b l i c a t i o n s - - C a t a lo g s ,  C la s s  S c h e d u le s ,  e tc .

S a t i s f a c t o r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

D o N o t 
K now T o ta l

n  % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 25 5 6 .8 3 6. 8 16 3 6 .4 44  100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 2 6 4  5 3 .6 12 2. 4 217 4 4 .0 493 100

T o ta l 289 15 233 537

A d m is s io n  P r o c e s s

S a t i s f a c t o r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

Do N o t 
K now T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 29 6 5 .9 1 2. 3 14 3 1 .8 44  100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 288 5 8 .0 22 4. 4 187 3 7 .6 497 100

T o ta l 317 23 201 541

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



F o o d  S e r v ic e s

S a t i s f a c t o r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

D o N o t 
K now T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 19 43. 2 1 2. 3 24 54. 5 44  100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 171 34. 6 13 2. 6 310 62. 8 494  100

T o ta l 190 14 334 538

L e a rn in g  R e s o u r c e  C e n te r

S a t i s f a c t o r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

Do N o t 
K now T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 27 6 1 .4 17 38. 6 44  100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 205 41 . 5 2 . 4 287 58. 1 494  100

T o ta l 232 2 304 538

S tu d e n t  R e c o r d s

S a t i s f a c t o r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

D o N o t 
K now T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 20 46 . 5 2 4. 7 21 48. 8 43 100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 117 23 . 8 9 1 .8 365 74. 4 491 100

T o ta l 137 25. 6 11 2. 1 386 72. 3 534 100
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C o lle g e  C lu b s

S a t i s f a c t o r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

D o N o t 
K now T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 3 6. 8 1 2. 3 40 90. 9 44  100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 29 5 .9 6 1 .2 455 9 2 .9 4 90  100

T o ta l 32 6. 0 7 1. 3 495 92. 7 534  100

T h e a t r i c a l  P r o d u c t io n s  (Show)

S a t i s f a c t o r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

D o N o t 
K now T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 6 13. 6 38 86. 4 44  100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 66 13. 4 425 8 6 .6 491 100

T o ta l 72 13. 5 463 86. 5 535 100

A th le t ic  P r o g r a m

S a t i s f a c t o r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

Do N o t 
K now T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 5 11. 4 1 2. 3 38 86. 3 44  100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 63 6. 8 5 . 8 424 92. 4 492  100

T o ta l 68 12. 7 6 1. 1 462 86 . 2 536 100
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I n t r a m u r a l s

S a t i s f a c t o r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

D o N o t 
K now T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 4 9 . 1 2 4. 5 38 86. 4 44 100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 33 o 00 4 . 8 452 92. 4 489 100

T o ta l 37 7. 0 6 1. 1 490 91. 9 533 100

M u s ic  P r o g r a m

U n s a t i s ­ Do N o t
S a t i s f a c t o r y f a c to r y K now T o ta l

n % n % n % _n %

P e r s i s t e r s 4 9. 1 2 4. 5 38 86. 4 44 100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 40 8. 1 1 . 2 452 91. 7 493 100

T o ta l 44 8. 2 3 . 6 490 91. 2 537 100

C o lle g e N e w s p a p e r (W h a t 's  B r u in ,  T r ia d )

U n s a t i s ­ D o N o t
S a t i s f a c t o r y f a c to r y K now T o ta l

n % n % n % n. %

P e r s i s t e r s 15 34. 1 4 9. 1 25 56. 8 44 100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 102 20. 7 7 1. 4 383 77. 9 492 100

T o ta l 117 21. 8 11 2. 1 408 76. 1 536 100
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C o n c e r t / L e c tu r e  S e r ie s

S a t i s f a c to r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

Do N o t 
K now T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 6 " 13. 6 - 38 86. 4 44  100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 65 13. 3 5 1 .0 418 85. 7 488 100

T o ta l 71 13. 4 5 . 9 456 85. 7 532 100

L i t e r a r y  M a g a z in e  ( P e rh a p s )

S a t i s f a c to r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

D o N o t 
K now T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 3 6. 8 41 93. 2 44  100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 33 6. 7 1 . 2 458 93. 1 492 100

T o ta l 36 6. 7 1 . 2 499 93. 1 536 100

D a n c e s

S a t i s f a c to r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

Do N o t 
K now T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 1 2. 3 3 6. 8 40 90. 9 44  100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 21 4. 3 12 2. 4 459 93. 3 492 100

T o ta l 22 4. 1 15 2. 8 499 93. 1 536 100
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M o v ie s

S a t i s f a c to r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c t o r y

D o N o t 
K now T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 5 11. 4 1 2. 3 38 86. 3 44  100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 55 11. 2 4 . 8 434 88. 0 493 100

T o ta l 60 11. 2 5 . 9 472 87. 9 537 100

S tu d e n t  L i f e  C o m m it te e

S a t i s f a c to r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c t o r y

Do N o t 
K now T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 1 2. 3 2 4. 5 41 93. 2 44  100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 17 3. 5 474 96. 5 491 100

T o ta l 18 3. 4 2 . 4 515 96. 2 535 100

O th e r  C a m p u s  A c t iv i t i e s

S a t i s f a c to r y
U n s a t i s ­
f a c to r y

D o N o t 
K now T o ta l

n % n % n % n %

P e r s i s t e r s 4 9. 3 1 2. 3 38 88. 4 43 100

N o n p e r s i s t e r s 30 6. 1 2 . 4 458 93. 5 490  100

T o ta l 34 6. 3 3 . 7 496 93. 0 533 100
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U n e d i te d  L i s t  of R e s p o n s e s  W r i t te n  in  S e c tio n  D: 
b y  S tu d e n ts  W ho D id  N o t C h e c k  th e  I t e m s  L i s te d

1. I t a k e  a  c la s s  w h e n  i t  so u n d s  i n t e r e s t i n g  o r  i f  i t  a p p l ie s  to  m y  
p r o f e s s io n a l  g ro w th .

2 . I a m  p la n n in g  on r e tu r n in g  in  th e  f a l l .

3. I t  w a s  a  v e r y  m a j o r  d e c is io n ,  b u t  th e  n e e d  to  h e lp  m y  f a m i ly
m a d e  i t  c o m e  q u ic k ly .

4 . A c tu a lly  m a y  r e g i s t e r  l a t e  t h is  t e r m .

5. A m  n o t a tte n d in g  th is  s e m e s t e r ,  b u t  h o p e  to  r e s u m e  m y  s tu d ie s  
a g a in  th is  f a l l .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  i n t e r e s t .

6. W e a th e r /R o a d s - - n o th in g  o f f e r e d  a t  A lb io n .

7. In te n d  to  r e t u r n  w h en  I g r a d u a t e - - 1978.

8 . I e n jo y e d  f i l l in g  o u t y o u r  q u e s t io n n a i r e .  I t ' s  n o t  o f te n  p e o p le
w a n t to  kn o w  w hy  y o u  s to p p e d  d o in g  s o m e th in g .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  
a s k in g .  I t  w a s  r e a l ly  m y  f a u l t  f o r  n o t  e n ro l l in g  a g a in .  I 
m i s s e d  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  I w i l l  b e  b a c k  n e x t  y e a r .  T h a n k  yo u  
o n c e  a g a in  f o r  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e .

9 . C la s s  d e s i r e d  n o t o f fe r e d  a t  a n  o p p o r tu n e  t im e  th is  s e m e s t e r .  
U n f o r tu n a te  f o r  m e - - a  b r e a k  in  r h y th m  an d  d i s c ip l in e .  T h a n k s  
f o r  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t!

10. Y o u 'r e  m o s t  w e lc o m e !  G la d  I c o u ld  h e lp !  I 'm  no  lo n g e r  
m a r r i e d .  I  w a n t  to  r e t u r n  to  c o lle g e .

11. I p la n  to  r e t u r n !

12. O u t o f d i s t r i c t  f e e - - c o s t  of g a s - - t o o  f a r  to  t r a v e l  in  w in t e r .

13. I p la n  on ta k in g  th e  b a s ic s  a t  M a r s h a l l  H ig h  S c h o o l.

14. I w i l l  b e  r e tu r n in g  in  th e  f a l l  i f  I 'm  a c c e p te d  f o r  th e  L . P . N .
c o u r s e .
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15. I a m  s t i l l  ta k in g  p a r t - t i m e  w o rk  a t  K C C .

16. I h a v e  n o t g r a d u a te d ,  b u t I a m  g o in g  to  c o n tin u e .

17. I w is h  y o u  th e  b e s t  of lu c k  w ith  y o u r  s u rv e y .  I lo v e d  K e llo g g
an d  if  I h a d  n o t  g o t te n  m a r r i e d  I w o u ld  b e  t h e r e  now .

18. I w o rk  fu l l  t im e  an d  I 'm  a ls o  in v o lv e d  in  a  n u m b e r  of a c t i v i t i e s  
w h ic h  a r e  v e r y  t im e  c o n s u m in g . I do p la n  on r e tu r n in g  n e x t  
s e m e s t e r  an d  w il l  c o n tin u e  to  ta k e  c o u r s e s  t o w a rd  m y  g o a l  a s  
t im e  p e r m i t s  ! T h a n k s  !

19. I w i l l  b e re tu rn in g  n ex t term ; w a s  s e t  b ack  w ith  a p e r s o n a l  
i l l n e s s .

20 . I to o k  a  g u i ta r  c l a s s  b e c a u s e  th a t  i s  w h a t  I w a n te d . I a l r e a d y  
h a v e  a  c a r e e r !

21 . T h e  r e a s o n  I d id  n o t r e t u r n  th is  s e m e s t e r  i s  t h a t  th e  n ig h t  i s
th e  o n ly  t im e  I c a n  a t te n d  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  no  c la s s e s  th is  s e m ­
e s t e r  t h a t  I w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  in .  I p la n  on r e tu r n in g  th is  f a l l  i f  
c l a s s e s  a r e  o f f e r e d  th a t  I h a v e  n o t a l r e a d y  ta k e n .

2 2 . R e tu rn e d  to  P u r d u e  to  r e g u l a r  fu l l  t im e  c o u r s e  w o rk  a n d  w i l l  
r e t u r n  to  K e l lo g g 's  f r e e  th is  s u m m e r .

2 3 . D o n o t u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  to  c o m p le te  th is  s e c t io n .  I do  n o t h a v e  
th e  m o n e y  to  a t te n d  o r  I w o u ld . I w a n t to  s t a r t  a t  K C C  th e n  go 
to  W M U to  b e  a  t e a c h e r .  I w o u ld  lo v e  to  b e  a  f u l l - t i m e  s tu d e n t .

24 . F u l l - t i m e  e m p lo y m e n t  an d  c h e e r le a d in g  c o a c h  a t  P e n n f ie ld  
H ig h ; no  t im e  a v a i la b le .

2 5 . I a m  a  g r a d u a te  of a  4 - y e a r  c o lle g e  a n d  to o k  c l a s s e s  a t  K C C  
s o le ly  to  s a t i s f y  e m p lo y e r 's  r e q u i r e m e n ts  t h a t  a d d it io n a l  
" c o l le g e "  c r e d i t s  m u s t  b e  e a rn e d  to  m a in t a in  a  p la c e  on s a l a r y  
s c a l e .

26 . G o in g  on  to  4 - y e a r  c o lle g e .

27 . I  h a v e  a  b a c h e l o r 's .  W a n te d  a  w e a v in g  c l a s s - - n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  
in  c l a s s e s  t h a t  w e r e  o f fe re d .  I n e e d  g r a d u a te  l e v e l  c l a s s e s  o r  
s e l f - i m p r o v e m e n t / h o m e  im p r o v e m e n t /  o r  i n t e r e s t  c l a s s e s .

28 . W o rk in g  tw o  j o b s - - f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t io n  w a s  m a in  c a u s e .
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29 . I n e e d  to  go  to  a  4 - y e a r  c o lle g e .  I  h a v e  a n  A. A. d e g r e e  f r o m  
a n o th e r  c o lle g e .

30. N e e d e d  t h r e e  h o u r  o n c e  w e e k ly  c l a s s .

31. I w a n t  a  p r o g r a m  a t  an  a d v a n c e d  l e v e l .  I do  w is h  K C C  w o u ld  
o f f e r  c l a s s e s  in  a r t  a t  h ig h e r  l e v e l s ,  p e r h a p s  n ig h t  o r  s u m m e r  
c l a s s e s .  I a m  a n  A lb io n  C o lle g e  g r a d u a te  in  A r t  E d u c a tio n .  I 
n e e d  18 h o u r s ,  an d  w o u ld  l ik e  to  t a k e  s o m e  of t h e s e  in  a r t  a t  
K C C . T h a n k  y o u .

32. T h e s e  d o n 't  r e a l ly  a p p ly , s in c e  I o n ly  ta k e  c la s s e s  b a s e d  on m y  
i n t e r e s t s ,  h o b b ie s ,  an d  l e i s u r e  t im e  a c t i v i t i e s .

33. P l a n  to  c o n tin u e  ta k in g  c l a s s e s  a s  a b le .

34. I p la n  to  r e t u r n .

35. H a v e  n o t  g r a d u a te d ,  b u t in te n d  to  r e t u r n  in  f a l l  o f 77.

36. I 'm  n o t  s u r e  I u n d e r s ta n d  th is  p a r t - - s i m p l y  a  m a t t e r  of m o n e y  
f o r  m e .  N o ro o m  in  b u d g e t.

37 . I p la n  on r e tu r n in g  J a n .  '7 8 .

38. I 'm  g o in g  to  go on to  c o lle g e  th is  f a l l .

39. A t te n d e d  n ig h t  s c h o o l  o f f - c a m p u s - - n o t  en o u g h  p e o p le  f o r  a n o th e r  
s e m e s t e r  s ig n e d  up . A m  w o rk in g  on  A c c o u n tin g  101B on m y  ow n.

40 . I 'm  in  j a i l .  H ad  to  d r o p  s o m e  c l a s s e s ,  f in i s h e d  2 c l a s s e s .
4  c r e d i t s - - g o i n g  to  r e t u r n .

41 . W h en  I d e c id e d  n o t to  r e t u r n  I h a d  b e e n  s ic k  a n d  d id n 't  f e e l  up 
to  i t .  A ls o  h a d  no  f in a n c ia l  s u p p o r t  a t  th e  t im e .  I a ls o  h a v e  
now  m o v e d  to  S a l in e ,  M ic h ig a n , a n d  r e c e i v e d  a  n ew  jo b  a s  a  
c o s m e t ic  t h e r a p i s t  04.

4 2 . P l e a s e  s e n d  m e  a  s u m m e r  s c h e d u le  of c l a s s e s .

4 3 . I n te n d  to  ta k e  m o r e  c l a s s e s .

4 4 . I j u s t  w a n te d  to  ta k e  a  b r e a k .  I w o rk  f u l l  t im e  a n d  I a m  r a i s in g  
2 s o n s .  T h a n k  y o u .
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4 5 . M y in te n t io n s  a r e  to  r e t u r n  n e x t  s e m e s t e r .

4 6 . I a m  s t i l l  a  p a r t - t i m e  s tu d e n t .  I d o n 't  p la n  on q u itin g .

4 7 . W ill r e t u r n  th is  s u m m e r .

4 8 . I r u n  a  b u s in e s s  in  m y  h o m e  w h ic h  i s  to o  b u s y  f o r  m e  to  ta k e  
c l a s s e s  d u r in g  s p r in g  s e s s io n .  A m  g o in g  to  g e t  to  a n o th e r  
s c h o o l  in  f a l l  to  c o n tin u e  e d u c a t io n .

4 9 . I h a v e n 't  m a d e  a  d e c is io n  of n o t  e n te r in g  c o lle g e .  I  do  p la n  on
f in is h in g  b u t  I w o n 't  b e  a b le  to  e n te r  u n t i l  th e  f a l l  of " 7 7 " .

50 . M o v e d  o u t of s ta t e .

51 . I in te n d  to  r e t u r n  a f t e r  I g r a d u a t e  f r o m  h ig h  s c h o o l  in  J u n e  
of " 7 7 " .

52 . I g r a d u a te d  f ro m  M SU in  1973.

53 . D i s r e g a r d - - I  h a v e  g r a d u a te d .

54 . I d id  n o t r e t u r n  l a s t  s e m e s t e r  b e c a u s e  of th is  [ i l ln e s s  o r  d e a th  
of a n o th e r  p e r s o n ] ,  I 'm  g o in g  to  th e  v o c a t io n a l  s c h o o l  th is  
s e m e s t e r  an d  I l ik e  i t .  Y ou  d o n 't  o f fe r  w h a t I w a n t .  C l a s s e s  
n e e d e d  n o t o f fe re d  a t  n ig h t.

55 . I d id  n o t g r a d u a te  b u t  a m  s t i l l  a t te n d in g  off c a m p u s  c l a s s .

56 . I o n ly  w is h e d  to  ta k e  th e  o n e  c l a s s  I d id .

5 7 . T r a n s f e r r i n g  to  a n o th e r  c o lle g e .

5 8 . F u l l  t im e  g r a d  s tu d e n t  W. M . U.

59 . G o in g  to  G ra n d  V a l le y  S ta te  C o l le g e .  I w a s  v e r y  p le a s e d  w ith
th e  c la s s  I to o k  d u r in g  m y  s e n io r  y e a r  a t  K C C . (A d v a n c e d  
p l a c e m e n t  S p r in g f ie ld  H igh)

6 0 . T r a n s f e r r e d  to  P u r d u e  U n iv e r s i ty  f u l l - t i m e .

6 1 . W ill g r a d u a te .

6 2 . I 'm  g o in g  to  r e t u r n  to  K C C  a f t e r  t h is  s u m m e r  to  c o n tin u e  m y
e d u c a t io n  in  D a ta  P r o c e s s i n g .
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63 . I  h a v e  o n e  B. S. d e g r e e  f r o m  M SU .

64 . I a m  a  g r a d u a te .

65 . N o t s u r e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  w i l l  b e  ta k in g  a n o th e r  c l a s s .

66 . I p la n  to  c o n tin u e  ta k in g  m o r e  c l a s s e s .

67 . A tte n d in g  A r g u b r ig h t  B u s in e s s  C o l le g e  C E T A  P r o g r a m .

6 8 . I h a v e  n o t  g r a d u a te d ,  b u t  I do  p la n  to  r e t u r n .

69 . I w i l l  r e tu rn  n ex t fa l l .

70. I a m  a  c o lle g e  g r a d u a te  ta k in g  c o u r s e s  a t  K C C  f o r  e n r i c h m e n t  
a s  t im e  a l lo w s .

71 . T a k in g  c l a s s e s  in  f a l l  s e s s i o n s  o n ly , b e c a u s e  of w e a th e r  a n d  
v a c a t io n s .

72 . W a n te d  N u r s e 's  A i d e - - d i d n 't  h a v e  en o u g h  p e o p le .

73 . 1 t i m e - - p e r s o n a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n .

74 . P r o lo n g e d  i l l n e s s  an d  d e a th  in  th e  f a m i ly - - w i l l  r e t u r n  f a l l  of 77 .

75 . D e c id e d  to  go  so u th  w i n t e r s .  W o uld  n o t  b e  h e r e  to  c o m p le te  a  
c o u r s e .

76 . I w i l l  r e t u r n !

77 . I h a v e  a  d e g r e e .

78 . I p la n  to  t a k e  m o r e  c la s s e s  a f t e r  m y  b a b y  i s  b o rn .

79 . A m  r e tu r n in g .

80 . I a m  a tte n d in g  a  d i f f e r e n t  c o lle g e .

81 . I w a s  s o r r y  to  h a v e  to  q u it  a n d  a m  lo o k in g  f o rw a rd  to  r e tu r n in g
in  th e  i n t e r im  s e s s io n  a n d  f a l l .

82 . I a m  a  s o p h o m o r e  in  h ig h  s c h o o l  a n d  j u s t  to o k  a  v o l le y b a l l  
c la s s  f o r  th e  e x p e r ie n c e .
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8 3 . I g o t a  d i f f e r e n t  jo b  a n d  now  th a t  I h a v e  r e g u l a r  h o u r s  a n d  a m  
f u ll  t im e ,  I 'm  g o n n a  s t a r t  a g a in .

84 . I w a n te d  to  ta k e  1 o r  2 c la s s e s  th is  t e r m  b u t w a s  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  
in  an y  of y o u r  e v e n in g /w e e k e n d  c l a s s e s .

85 . I a m  tak in g  a  c o u r s e  f r o m  G le n  O ak s  CC b e c a u s e  i t  i s  g iv e n  in  
m y  h o m e  to w n  r a t h e r  th a n  g o in g  to  C o ld w a te r .  P r o b a b ly  w i l l  
r e t u r n  to  K e llo g g  a t  a  l a t e r  d a te .  I  u s e  w h ic h e v e r  c o l le g e  h a s  
th e  c o u r s e s  I w a n t  & o f f e r e d  a t  a  c o n v e n ie n t  t im e  f o r  m e .

86 . I  g r a d u a te d  in  67 . I h a v e  a  B A  in  E d . - - E n g l i s h  m a j o r  a n d  a r t  
m in o r .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.


	Characteristic Differences and Similarities of Part-Time Persisters and Part-Time Nonpersisters
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1491409933.pdf.RXpEZ

