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T H E  P R O B L E M

In tro d u c t io n

T h e  n u m b e r  o f e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  

h a s  i n c r e a s e d  s in c e  I9 6 0 , T h e  g ro w th  of t h e s e  p r o g r a m s  w a s  s tu d ie d  

by H ill  (1972) e v e r y  f o u r  y e a r s  s in c e  I9 6 0 . T h e s e  p r o g r a m s  h a v e  

in c r e a s e d  f r o m  39 in  I9 6 0  to  234  in  1974, a c c o r d in g  to  th e  p r e s e n t

T h is  g ro w th  in  n u m b e r s  and  q u a l i ty  of e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n 

s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  r e s u l t e d  in  s p i te  of m a n y  p r o b le m s .  C o u n 

s e lo r  e d u c a to r s  w ho  h a v e  w r i t t e n  a b o u t th e  r o l e  and fu n c tio n  of th e  

e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  h av e  e x p r e s s e d  d iv e r s e  v ie w s . C o u n s e lo r  

e d u c a to r s  h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  

e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .  L o c a l ,  r e g io n a l ,  and  n a t io n a l  f o r c e s  h av e  p r o 

v id ed  in f lu e n c in g  f a c t o r s  in  th e s e  p r o g r a m s .

T ype of S tudy

T h is  s tu d y  is  a n  h i s to r i c a l  and  c o m p a r a t iv e  s u r v e y  o f d iv e r s e  

v ie w s , f o r c e s ,  and  f a c t o r s  in v o lv e d  in  th e  g ro w th  o f e l e m e n ta r y  

s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .  A d d i t io n a l ly ,  i t  i s  a  s tu d y  of 
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th e  g ro w th  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t  of d i f f e r e n t ia te d  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n 

s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .  In c lu d e d  in th is  s tu d y  is  a  s u rv e y  of c o l le g e s  

and u n i v e r s i t i e s  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s ,  i t s  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  and  th e  D i s t r i c t  

of C o lu m b ia . T h e s e  e d u c a t io n a l  in s t i tu t io n s  w e r e  id e n t i f ie d  a s  h av in g  

e l e m e n ta r y  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .

T e r m s  D e fin ed

T h e  d e f in i t io n  of t e r m s  is p ro v id e d  to  a s s u r e  an  u n d e r s ta n d in g

c o m m o n  to  t h e i r  u s a g e  in  t h i s  s tu d y :

D iv e r s e  V iew s b e g in  f r o m  a  c o m m o n  p o in t o r  c o n c e rn  
and  r e s u l t  in  d i f f e r e n t  c o n c lu s io n s  o r  v ie w p o in ts .

R o le  and  F u n c t io n  r e f e r  to  tw o  c o n c e p ts :

1, R o le  is  th e  p a r t  the c o u n s e lo r  p la y s  w ith in  th e  
p r o f e s s io n a l  s e t t in g .  T he r o le  h a s  a t i t l e  ( i . e . ,  
s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r ,  g u id a n c e  w o r k e r ,  a n d /o r  
c o n s u l ta n t ) .

2 . F u n c t io n  in v o lv e s  s p e c if ic  a c t iv i t i e s  and  d u t ie s  
a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  th e  c o u n s e lo r  in  h is  p r o f e s s io n a l

D i f f e r e n tia te d  E le m e n ta r y  S ch o o l C o u n s e lo r  E d u c a t io n  
P r o g r a m s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th e  g e n e r ic  t e r m  " s e c o n 
d a r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .  " T o  hav e  
a  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  
p r o g r a m ,  25 p e r  c e n t o r  m o r e  of th e  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s  
a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  d e s ig n e d  f o r  th e  p r e p a r a t io n  of e le m e n ta r y  
s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s ,  a c c o rd in g  to  H ill (1972).

T h e  N eed  and  S ig n if ic a n c e  of th e  S tu d y

W r i t e r s ,  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a to r s ,  s c h o o l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and
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s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s  d i f f e r  in  t h e i r  v ie w s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  r o l e  and  fu n c tio n  

of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r .  O s b o rn e  and  E n g le  (1971) r e v ie w e d  

th e  p u r p o s e s  an d  e x p e c ta t io n s  th a t  d i f f e r e n t  w r i t e r s  e x p r e s s e d  of th e  

r o l e  and  fu n c tio n  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r .

C o n tr o v e r s y  am o n g  s c h o la r s  r e g a r d in g  th e  r o l e  and  fu n c tio n  

o f th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  a d d s  to  th e  c o n f u s io n . T h is  la c k  

of c o n s e n s u s  is  v iew e d  a s  a  r e s t r i c t i o n  o r  c o n s t r a in t  upon  e d u c a to r s  

( C a n t r e l l ,  A u b re y , & G r a ff ,  1974). T h is  f a i l u r e  to  a g r e e  m a y  be  

b la m e d  on a b s e n c e  of c l e a r l y  e s ta b l i s h e d  o b je c tiv e s  and  a  r a t i o n a le  

f o r  th e  f u n c tio n s  of th e  r o l e  of th e  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r .

T h e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  d i s a g r e e  on th e i r  r o l e  and 

fu n c tio n . T h e y  d e f in e  th e  f u n c tio n s  of t h e i r  r o l e  d i f f e r e n t ly  (H a g e n s  

& K e e lin , 1973; L a m b  & D e s c h e n e s ,  1974). C o tt in g h a m  (1966) d e f in e d  

th e  fu n c tio n  of th e  c o u n s e lo r  in  t e r m s  of th e  t h r e e  " c 's " - - c o u n s e l i n g ,  

c o n s u l t in g , and  c o o r d in a t io n .  T h e  fu n c tio n  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l 

c o u n s e lo r  h a s  b e e n  e x p a n d e d  to  s e v e n  " c 's ,  " w h ic h  add  c o m m u n ic a tio n , 

c u r r i c u lu m ,  c h ild  d e v e lo p m e n t, and  c o p in g  d e v e lo p m e n t  s k i l l s  (K ea t, 

1 974b).

S o m e  f u n c tio n s  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  w e re  

in c lu d e d  in  T h e  D e v e lo p m e n ta l  A p p ro a c h  (M o o re , 1969). T h e  c o u n 

s e l o r  is  a  g u id a n c e  s ta f f  r e s o u r c e  p e r s o n  to  th e  t o t a l  e d u c a t io n a l  s y s 

te m .  H e is  i n t e g r a l  to  th e  c u r r i c u lu m  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  e a r ly  i d e n t i f i c a 

t io n  of p r o b le m s ,  and h e lp in g  p u p ils  and  t e a c h e r s  s u c c e e d .  H e w o r k s
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l e s s  w ith  c r i s i s  in te r v e n tio n  an d  m o r e  w ith  s ta f f .  T h e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  

a p p r o a c h  is  one in w h ic h  th e  s ta f f  and  p u p i ls  fa c e  d e c i s io n - m a k in g  

e x p e r ie n c e s  c o n s id e r e d  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  l e v e l  of th e  

c l ie n t .  T h e  c l ie n t  is  b o th  th e  p u p il and  th e  s c h o o l.

In th e  e a r ly  1 9 6 0 's , t h i s  w a s  no t th e  c o m m o n  v ie w . F a u s t  

(1968) h a s  r e f e r r e d  to  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  a s  a  " t r a n s 

p la n te d  s e c o n d a r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r ,  " w ho w o r k s  w ith  e l e m e n ta r y  

s c h o o l -a g e  c h i ld r e n .  T h is  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e  is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  one 

o f c r i s i s  in te r v e n t io n  an d  p r o b le m - c e n te r e d  r e m e d ia t i o n .  T h e  t r a 

d i t io n a l  r o l e  w a s  re p la c e d  by  a " n e o - t r a d i t io n a l"  r o l e  a s  th e  in d iv id u a l 

and  g ro u p  c o n s u l ta t io n  f u n c tio n s  w e r e  a d d e d . C o n s u lta t io n  w a s  d e s ig n e d  

to  in f lu e n c e  th e  le a r n in g  c l im a te  of a l l  c h i ld r e n  ( F a u s t ,  1968b). F a u s t  

u rg e d  c o u n s e lo r s  to  w o r k  p r i m a r i l y  w ith  t e a c h e r s  in  a v a r ie ty  of 

c o n s u l ta n t  s e t t in g s  in th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l.

A m o n g  th e  f o r c e s  w h ic h  in f lu e n c e d  th e  c h a n g in g  fu n c tio n s  of 

th e  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r  w e r e  th e  n e e d s  and  e x p e c ta t io n s  in  

s p e c if ic  s c h o o l s e t t in g s .  E a c h  f a c t o r  w a s  u n iq u e . S o m e s c h o o l 

p e r s o n n e l  p la c e d  an  e m p h a s i s  on  g u id a n c e  and  r e s o u r c e  f u n c tio n s .

O th e r s  e m p h a s iz e d  th e  v a lu e  of th e  c o u n s e lo r  in t e s t i n g  p r o g r a m s .

T h e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n ,  t e a c h in g  s ta f f ,  an d  s u p p o r t  p e r s o n n e l  h ad  d i f 

f e r e n t  e x p e c ta t io n s  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  (M o o re , 1965).

T h e  r o le  of e l e m e n ta r y  c o u n s e lin g  m u s t  b e  a  n e c e s s a r y  p a r t  

of th e  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m .  T h e  d i v e r s e  v ie w s  r e g a r d in g  th e  r o l e  and
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fu n c tio n  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r  le d  O s b o rn e  and  E n g le

(1971 , p . 47) to  c o n c lu d e :

T h e  p r o f e s s io n a l  l i t e r a t u r e  on  th e  t r a in in g  of e l e m e n 
t a r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  r e f l e c t s  a  lo g ic a l  e x te n s io n  
of th e  d if f ic u lty  in  d e f in in g  th e  r o l e .  C o u n s e lo r  e d u c a to r s  
r e c o m m e n d  c e r t a i n  t r a in in g  e x p e r ie n c e s  b a s e d  upon th e i r  
t h e o r e t ic a l  fo r m u la t io n s  of w h a t e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n 
s e l o r s  o u g h t to  d o , w h ile  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l p r in c ip a ls  
s e e  o th e r  f o r m s  of t r a in in g  w h ic h  th e y  th in k  w ou ld  be 
of v a lu e  to  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r ,  b a s e d  
upon how th e y  b e l ie v e  th a t  p e r s o n  sh o u ld  fu n c tio n  w ith in  
th e  s c h o o l .

W e m u s t  no t l i m i t  th e  r o l e  an d  fu n c tio n  of a l l  e l e m e n ta r y  

s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s .  E a c h  c o u n s e lo r  r o l e  is  a  fu n c tio n  of th e  s e t t in g .  

L a m b  and  D e s c h e n e s  (1974) s u g g e s t  th a t  it m a y  b e  im p o r ta n t  to  id e n tify  

th o s e  fu n c tio n s  w h ich  a r e  c o m m o n  to  th e  p r o f e s s io n .

T h e r e  is  m o v e m e n t  in  m a n y  s ta t e s  to w a r d  a g r e e m e n t  on  th o s e  

t a s k s .  An e x a m p le  of th e  e f fo r t  is  th e  " T a s k  F o r c e "  of r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  

f r o m  e a c h  a g e  le v e l  of e d u c a t io n  ( i . e . ,  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a to r s ,  c o u n s e lo r s ,  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t  of E d u c a t io n  of M ic h ig a n ) . T h ey  

m e t  s e v e r a l  t im e s  d u r in g  197 2 -1 9 7 3  fo r  th e  p u r p o s e  of w r it in g  a  " s t a t e 

m e n t  of p u r p o s e "  f o r  c o u n s e lo r s  w h ic h  is  u n iq u e  to  e a c h  a g e  g ro u p  

s e r v e d .  T h ey  f o r m e d  g ro u p s  to  e x a m in e  and  fo r m u la te  fu n c tio n s  

w h ic h  w e r e  c o m m o n  to  a l l  c o u n s e lo r s .  T h e  fu n c tio n s  w e re  c o m b in e d  

and  p r e s e n te d  in  a  r e p o r t  (M a r t in s o n  & S to u t, 1973). T he s ta te m e n t  

r e s u l t e d  in  o u tl in in g  " m in im u m  l e v e l  e n t r y  s k i l l s "  r e q u ir e d  of c o u n 

s e l o r s .  R e la te d  r e p o r t s  f r o m  o th e r  s t a t e  and  re g io n a l  d iv is io n s  o f th e
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A s s o c ia t io n  of C o u n s e lo r  E d u c a t io n  and  S u p e rv is io n  (A CES) r e f l e c t  

s i m i l a r  e f f o r t s .  T h e y  w ill  a p p e a r  l a t e r  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  o th e r  

d iv i s io n s  of th e  A m e r ic a n  P e r s o n n e l  and  G u id a n c e  A s s o c ia tio n  

(A PG A ) r e f e r e n c e s .

W hat im p a c t  d o e s  th e  a c c o u n ta b i l i ty  m o v e m e n t  h av e  on  e l e m e n 

t a r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n ?  W hat m e a n in g s  do p e r f o r m a n c e - b a s e d  

p r o g r a m s  and  m a n a g e m e n t  by  o b je c t iv e s  h av e  f o r  c o u n s e lo r s ?  D id th e  

g ro w th  of d i f f e r e n t ia te d  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o 

g r a m s  d e v e lo p  to  m e e t  th e  n e e d s  of c o u n s e lo r s ,  s c h o o ls ,  o r  c h i ld r e n ?  

C o n v e r s e ly ,  did th e  g ro w th  of p r o g r a m s  f o r  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n 

s e l o r s  c r e a t e  a  " fe lt "  n ee d  fo r  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n 

s e l o r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s ?  W hat im p a c t  h as  th e  r e s e a r c h  and  l i t e r a 

t u r e  had on d i f f e r e n t ia te d  p r o g r a m  d e v e lo p m e n t  and  a d m in i s t r a t i o n ?

T h is  s tu d y  c o m e s  a t  a  c r i t i c a l  t im e  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  of th e  ch ild  

g u id a n c e  m o v e m e n t .  T h e s e  q u e s t io n s  r e m a in  to  b e  a n s w e r e d .

T h is  h i s to r i c a l  an d  c o m p a r a t iv e  s tu d y  is  l im i te d  to  th e  d e v e lo p 

m e n t  of e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  s in c e  I9 6 0 . 

F u r t h e r ,  i t  is  fo c u s e d  on th e  g u id e l in e s  and  p r e p a r a t io n  of e l e m e n ta r y  

s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  a t  th e  m a s t e r s  d e g r e e  le v e l .  O ne p u r p o s e  i s  to  

id e n t i fy  th e  d o m in a n t f o r c e s  le a d in g  to  th e  p r e s e n t  s i tu a t io n .  A n o th e r  

p u r p o s e  is  to  s ta te  p r e c i s e l y  th e  in f lu e n c e s  id e n t i f ie d .  A f o u r th  p u r 

p o s e  is  to  re c o m m e n d  c h a n g e s  in  p r o g r a m s  f o r  th e  p r e p a r a t io n  of 

e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  to  q u a lify  th e m  to d e v e lo p  th e  s k i l l s
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a n d  c o m p e te n c ie s  to  m e e t  th e  n e e d s  of c h i ld r e n ,  t e a c h e r s ,  p a r e n t s ,  

an d  th e i r  s c h o o ls .

O b je c t iv e s  of th e  S tudy

T h e  o b je c tiv e s  o f th e  s tu d y  a r e  g e n e r a l .  T h e  e l e m e n ta r y  

sc h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  a t  th e  m a s t e r s  d e g r e e  le v e l  

m u s t  b e  id e n t i f ie d ,  fo llo w e d  by a s tu d y  of th e  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  s tu d y  

i s  d e l im i te d  to  in c lu d e  a l l  id e n t i f ie d  p r o g r a m s  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s ,  

i t s  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  and  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f C o lu m b ia .

T h e  d e l im i ta t io n  w a s  u se d  so  th a t  th e  s tu d y  w ou ld  be  in c lu s iv e  

an d  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  of e l e m e n ta r y  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .  F i r s t ,  

id e n t i f ic a tio n  of a l l  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  

w a s  n e c e s s a r y .  S e c o n d , a s tu d y  of th e  to ta l  d i f f e r e n t ia t io n  of l e a r n in g  

e x p e r i e n c e s  in  th e  c u r r i c u lu m  w a s  im p o r ta n t .  T h i r d ,  an  e v a lu a t io n  

of th e  c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e s  in  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  

p r o g r a m s  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  A C E S /A P G A  s t a n d a r d s  and  th e  r e c e n t  

r e la t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  w a s  p a r a m o u n t  to  th e  s tu d y . F o u r th ,  th e  s o u r c e s  

u se d  f o r  th e  c o m p a r a t iv e  s tu d y  w e re  to  b e  m o re  in c lu s iv e  t h a n p r e v io u s  

s tu d ie s ;  (a) th e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  fo r  P r e p a r a t i o n  of E le m e n ta r y  

S ch o o l C o u n s e lo r s  (1968 , 1971); (b) th e  H ill s tu d ie s  ( I9 6 0 , 1964, 1968,

1972); (c) th e  W e h r ly  s tu d y  ( I 9 6 9 ); and (d) r e c e n t  j o u r n a l  an d  b o o k  

p u b l ic a t io n s  by  p e o p le  in  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  and  th e  c o u n s e lin g  p r o 

f e s s io n .  F if th ,  th e  id e n t i f ic a tio n  and  s tu d y  of th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  p r o g r a m
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d e v e lo p m e n t  and  c h a n g e . A lle n  ( 1 9 6 8 )  i d e n t i f ie d  c o n t r i b u t o r y  m o v e 

m e n ts  and  f o r c e s  i n t e g r a l  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  of e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l 

g u id a n c e  and  c o u n s e lin g  p r o g r a m s .  T h is  p h a s e  of th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  

w ill  c e n te r  on fo u r  a d d i t io n a l  in f lu e n c e s :

1 .  F e e d b a c k  in  th e  f o r m  of c r i t i c i s m ,  s u g g e s t io n s ,  
and  s u rv e y  r e tu r n s  f r o m  c o n s t i tu e n ts  of e a c h  
g r a d u a te  p r o g r a m  s tu d ie d .

2 . S ta te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  l a w s .

3 . P h ilo s o p h ic a l  and  e d u c a t io n a l  c h a n g e s  r e p o r t e d  in  
th e  l i t e r a t u r e  w ith  r e c e n t  e m p h a s i s  on  c a r e e r  
e d u c a t io n .

4 . A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  f o r  th e  P r e p a r a t i o n  of 
E le m e n ta r y  S c h o o l C o u n s e lo r s  (1968 , 1971).

H ow c o n g r u e n t  a r e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  

p r o g r a m s  w ith  th e  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t o r s '  v iew  of th e  r o l e  and  fu n c tio n  

of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r ?  T h is  s tu d y  is  d e s ig n e d  to  fin d  

a n s w e r s  to  th a t  q u e s t io n . T h e  f in d in g s  and  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s ,  h o p e fu lly , 

w i l l  h a v e  v a lu e  fo r  th e  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o f e s s io n  and  e l e m e n ta r y  

s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s .
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C H A P T E R  II 

R E V IE W  O F R E L A T E D  L IT E R A T U R E  

F in d in g s  in  T h r e e  R e la te d  S tu d ie s

T he p h e n o m e n a l g ro w th  of d i f f e r e n t ia te d  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l 

c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  o c c u r r e d  p r i m a r i l y  a t  th e  m a s t e r s  

d e g r e e  l e v e l .  H ill (1972) r e p o r t e d  th e  g ro w th  w a s  f r o m  39 su c h  p r o 

g r a m s  in  i 960 to  163 in  1972. H is s tu d y  w a s  b a s e d  on an  88 p e r  c e n t 

r e s p o n s e  by  a l l  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  s u r v e y e d .  T h e  g ro w th  

th a t  H ill  r e p o r t e d  is  i l lu s t r a t e d  in  T a b le  2 .1 .

T A B L E  2 . 1. - - H ill s tu d ie s  of d i f f e r e n t ia te d  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  
e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s ,  1 9 6 0 -1 9 7 2 , i n c lu s iv e ly

M a s te r s  D e g re e  P r o g r a m s I9 6 0 1964 1968 1972

D if f e r e n tia te d  p r o g r a m s  of 
p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  e l e m e n ta r y  
s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s

39 45 77 163

H o llis  an d  W a n tz  (1971) c o n d u c te d a n a t io n a l s u r v e y  in  'w hich

th e y  r e p o r t e d  a  90 p e r  c e n t  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  c o u n s e lo r  t r a in in g  i n s t i t u 

t io n s .  T h ey  id e n t i f ie d  70 e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o 

g r a m s .  T h e  H ill s tu d ie s  in d ic a te d  th a t  47 p e r  c e n t  of th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  

r e p r e s e n te d  e l e m e n ta r y  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  ; in  c o n t r a s t ,  

H o ll is  and  W antz  r e p o r t e d  th a t  18. 8 p e r  c e n t o f th e  i n s ti tu t io n s  o f f e re d
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s u c h  p r o g r a m s ,

A p r i o r i t y  o r d e r  of r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s  o r  l e a r n in g  e x p e r ie n c e s  

w a s  found in  th i s  r e v ie w  of r e la t e d  s tu d ie s .  T h e  c o u r s e s  c o n s id e r e d  

m o s t  im p o r ta n t  w e re  th o s e  r e q u ir e d  m o s t  f r e q u e n t ly ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  

s tu d ie s .  T i t le s  an d  c o n te n t  h av e  ch a n g e d  o v e r  th e  y e a r s ,  bu t a  s i m i 

l a r i t y  c a n  be  s e e n  a m o n g  th e  s tu d ie s  (G re e n , H ill ,  & N itz s c h k e , 1968; 

H ill, 1972; W e h rly , 1969).

T h e  c o u r s e s  a r e  l i s te d  in  th e  o r d e r  of p r io r i t y .  S u b je c ts  o r  

c o u r s e s  h a v e  sh if te d  in  p r i o r i t y  o r d e r  am o n g  th e  s tu d ie s  a s  show n in 

T a b le  2 ,2  ( s e e p .  11), T he q u e s t io n  a r i s e s ,  w e re  t h e s e  p r i o r i t i e s  

u n iq u e  an d  r e la t e d  to  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  r a t io n a le  of th e  r o l e  and  f u n c 

t io n  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r ?  D iv e r s e  p h i lo so p h ic a l  

p o s i t io n s  e x p r e s s e d  in  t h i s  r e v ie w  o f r e la t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  a r e  p r e s e n te d  

w ith in  fo u r  a p p r o a c h e s :  (a) d iv e r s e  v ie w s  am o n g  s c h o la r s  of th e  

e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lin g  p r o f e s s io n ;  (b) th e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  

a p p r o a c h ;  (c) th e  b e h a v io r a l  a p p r o a c h ;  and  (d) th e  e c l e c t i c  a p p r o a c h .

D iv e r s e  V iew s  A m ong  S c h o la r s  of th e  E le m e n ta r y  
S ch o o l C o u n s e lin g  P r o f e s s io n

T h is  s tu d y  i s  fo c u s e d  on  th e  im p o r ta n t  p h i lo s o p h ie s  of e l e m e n 

t a r y  s c h o o l  g u id a n c e  an d  c o u n s e lin g . T h e s e  p h i lo s o p h ie s  e m e r g e  f r o m  

th e  e x p e r i e n c e s  of s c h o la r s  and  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a to r s  a s  w e ll  a s  e l e m e n 

t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s .  T h e  d i v e r s i t i e s  f o r m  a  b a s e  f r o m  w h ic h  to
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T A B L E  2 . 2 .  - - C o u r s e s  f o r  th e  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  l i s t e d  in  p r i o r i t y  of r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s  
sh o w n  in  s tu d ie s  b y  G r e e n  e t  a l .  ( I9 6 0 , 1964), H il l  (1972), an d  W e h r ly  (1969)

G r e e n  e t  a l .  ( I9 6 0 ) G r e e n  e t  a l . (1964) W e h r ly  (1969) H ill  (1972)

1. T e c h n iq u e s  of 
c o u n s e lin g

2 . In d iv id u a l m e n 
t a l  t e s t in g

3. P r i n c i p l e s  of 
g u id a n c e

4. M e n ta l  h y g ie n e
5. T e s t s  and  

m e a s u r e m e n t s
6. P s y c h o lo g y  of 

e x c e p t io n a l  
c h i ld r e n

7. S e m in a r  in  
g u id a n c e

8. A n a ly s is  of th e  
in d iv id u a l

9. P r a c t i c u m  in 
c o u n s e lin g

10. O r g a n iz a t io n
an d  a d m i n i s t r a 
tio n  of g u id a n c e

1. G u id a n c e  in  th e  
e le m e n ta r y  
s c h o o ls

2. G u id a n c e  and 
c o u n s e lin g  
p r a c t i c u m

3. S e m in a r  in  
c h ild
d e v e lo p m e n t

4. E le m e n ta r y  
s c h o o l c o u n 
s e l in g  te c h n iq u e s

5. C h ild  p s y c h o lo g y
6. S u p e rv is e d  c o u n 

s e l in g  an d  f ie ld  
e x p e r ie n c e

7. E x c e p t io n a l  an d  
a ty p ic a l  c h ild

8. In d iv id u a l t e s t in g  
an d  a n a ly s i s

9. O r g a n iz a t io n  
a n d  a d m i n i s t r a 
t io n  of g u id a n c e

10. P a r  e n t - t e a c h e r - 
c h ild  r e la t io n s

1. G u id a n c e  and  1.
c o u n s e lin g
p r a c t i c u m  2 .

2. G u id a n c e  in  th e
e le m e n ta r y  
s c h o o ls  3 .

3. In d iv id u a l 4 .
a p p r a i s a l

4. P r i n c i p l e s  of 5.
g u id a n c e

5. I n t ro d u c t io n  to
g u id a n c e  6.

6. P s y c h o m e t r i c s
7. G ro u p  p r a c t i c u m

in  e l e m e n ta r y  7.
s c h o o l  g u id a n c e

C o u n s e lin g  p r a c t i c u m  
w ith  c h i ld r e n  
In t ro d u c t io n  to  o r  fo u n 
d a t io n s  of e l e m e n ta r y  
g u id a n c e  and  c o u n s e lin g  
C o u n s e lin g  th e o r y  
P r a c t i c u m  in  g ro u p  w o r k  
w ith  c h i ld r e n  
N o n c o u n s e lin g  g u id a n c e  
p r a c t i c u m  in  th e  e l e m e n 
t a r y  s c h o o ls  
In d iv id u a l a p p r a i s a l  of 
e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c h i ld r e n ,  
n o n te s t in g
P s y c h o lo g ic a l  t e s t i n g  of 
c h i ld r e n
E d u c a t io n a l  t e s t i n g  of 
c h i ld r e n
G ro u p  w o r k  th e o r y  f o r  
w o r k  w ith  e l e m e n ta r y  
s c h o o l c h i ld r e n
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id e n t i fy  an d  s tu d y  th e  in f lu e n t ia l  f o r c e s  th a t  a f fe c te d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  

and  g ro w th  o f d i f f e r e n t ia te d  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  

p r o g r a m s  in  th e  U n ited  S ta t e s .

E l l is  (1972) r e p o r t e d  th a t  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  and 

c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a to r s  h av e  m a n y  d i v e r s e  v ie w s  a b o u t th e  r o le  and  

fu n c tio n  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r .  T h e  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a to r s  

e x p r e s s e d  th e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  t h e i r  p r o f e s s io n a l  j o u r n a l s  (D in k m e y e r ,

1973). T h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e c o m e  e v e n  m o r e  c o m p le x  w h e n  one s tu d ie s  th e  

e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l t e a c h e r s '  v ie w s  an d  b u ild in g  p r i n c i p a l s '  v ie w s  of th e  

r o l e  and  fu n c tio n  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r .

E l l is  (1972) s u s p e c te d  a  d ic h o to m y  e x is te d  b e tw e e n  th e  e x p e c ta n 

c i e s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  a c tu a l  r o le  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  

and  th e  r o le  a s  p e r c e iv e d  by  c o u n s e lo r s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and  c o u n s e lo r  

e d u c a t o r s . Fie s tu d ie d  343 r a n d o m ly  s e le c te d  c o u n s e lo r s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  

and c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a to r s  in  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  Flis f in d in g s  s u p p o r te d  th i s  

h y p o th e s is .  E l l i s  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  a l l  p r o f e s s io n a l  g ro u p s  s tu d ie d  had  

e m p h a s iz e d  th e  r e m e d ia l  fu n c tio n  of th e  r o l e .  T h e y  r e c o g n iz e d  th e  

d e v e lo p m e n ta l  fu n c tio n s  a s  id e a l .

B ra d e n  (1966) e x a m in e d  th e  f a c t o r s  r e la t e d  to  th e  r o l e  and  fu n c 

tio n  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  a s  p e r c e iv e d  b y  s e le c te d  

s t a t e  s u p e r v is o r s ,  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a to r s ,  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s ,  

and p r in c ip a ls .  Fie fo u n d  th a t  p r in c ip a l s  v iew e d  th e  c o u n s e lin g  fu n c 

t io n s  a s  l e s s  im p o r ta n t  th a n  th e  o th e r  g ro u p s  d id . T h e c o n s u l ta n t
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fu n c tio n  w a s  g iv e n  th e  h ig h e s t  p r i o r i t y  b y  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a to r s  and  

s u p e r v is o r s .  H e fo u n d  th a t  th e  s o c i a l  w o r k  fu n c tio n  re c e iv e d  th e  

lo w e s t  p r io r i t y  r a t i n g .

A n u m b e r  of f a c t o r s  a r i s e  a n d  a r e  b la m e d  f o r  th e  c o n fu s io n  

o v e r  th e  s p e c if ic  fu n c tio n s  and  e x p e c ta n c ie s  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  th e  r o le  

of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r .  In a  c o l le c t io n  of r e a d in g s  by 

D a a n e , C o m b s , and  W re n n  (1965 , p . 16), F a u s t  s u m m a r i z e d  th e  c o n 

c e r n  w ith  th e  fo llo w in g  e x p la n a t io n :

P e r h a p s  th e  c h ie f  f a i l u r e  fo r  an y  e x p l ic i t  n a t io n a l  l e a d e r 
sh ip  in  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lin g  to  e m e r g e  to  d a te  
m a y  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  to  a  c r i t i c a l  a b s e n c e  of c l e a r l y  d e f in e d  
o b je c tiv e s  an d  r a t i o n a le  of h u m a n  b e h a v io r  o u t of w h ic h  
r o le  and  fu n c tio n  co u ld  g ro w .

T r a d i t io n  w ith in  th e  lo c a l  c o m m u n ity  c o n s t i t u te s  a n o th e r  in f lu 

e n c e  upon th e  r o le  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s .  P r e d e c e s s o r s  

m a y  have e s ta b l i s h e d  a  r e p u ta t io n  of e x p e c ta t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  c o u n 

s e l o r 's  r o le  and  fu n c tio n . M any  t r a d i t i o n a l  g u id a n c e  a c t iv i t i e s  and 

r e la t e d  p u p il p e r s o n n e l  s e r v i c e s  b e c o m e  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  th e  c o u n 

s e l o r 's  o ff ic e  an d  a r e  c o n s id e r e d  th e  c o u n s e lo r 's  jo b .  He m a y  be 

v iew e d  by th e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  a s  a  l e s s  e x p e n s iv e  p s y c h o m e t r i s t  o r  

p s y c h o lo g is t .  T h e  n e e d s  of s c h o o l c h i ld r e n  an d  s ta f f  m a y  r e c e iv e  a 

lo w e r  p r i o r i t y  th a n  th e  e c o n o m ic  and p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  of a s c h o o l 

s y s t e m .  A u th o r i t i e s  d i s a g r e e  on th e  m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  p e r s o n  to  be  

h e ld  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  g u id a n c e  p r a c t i c e s .

By d e f in i t io n  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  a  c o m m o n  p o in t  of a g r e e m e n t
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f r o m  w h ic h  d iv e r s e  v ie w s  d e v e lo p , O s b o rn e  a n d  E n g le  (1971) n o ted  

a r e a s  of a g r e e m e n t  a s  w e ll  a s  d i s a g r e e m e n t  r e g a r d in g  th e  r o l e  of th e  

c o u n s e lo r .  T h r e e  a u th o r i t i e s  w e r e  s e le c te d  to  r e p r e s e n t  a  r a n g e  of 

v ie w s . W hen  c o m p a r e d ,  a s  in  T a b le  2 ,3 ,  th e  s c h o la r s  had d iv e r s e  

an d  s i m i l a r  v ie w s  r e g a r d in g  th e  fu n c tio n s  r e la t e d  to  th e  r o l e  of th e  

e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r ,

O s b o rn e  and  E n g le  (1971) u rg e d  th a t  m o r e  c l e a r ly  d e f in e d  

o b je c t iv e s ,  r o le  e x p e c ta t io n s ,  and  t r a in in g  e x p e r ie n c e s  b e  a d o p te d . 

T h e y  s u g g e s te d  a  n ee d  f o r  f u r th e r  s tu d y . T h e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l 

c o u n s e lin g  r o le  and  fu n c tio n  is  b o th  im p o r ta n t  and  e f fe c t iv e  and m u s t  

b e  d e v e lo p e d  a s  a v ia b le  p a r t  o f th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l e d u c a t io n  

p r o g r a m s .

T A B L E  2 , 3 ,  - - T h r e e  a u th o r i t i e s  e m p h a s iz e  d i f f e r e n t  p r i o r i t i e s  i 
fu n c tio n s  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r

G o ttin g h a m  (1966) P a t t e r s o n  (1969) M o o re  (1969)

1. G o u n se lin g 1. S t r e s s  in d iv id u a l 1. D e v e lo p m e n 
2, G o n su lt in g  w ith c o u n s e lin g t a l  g u id a n c e

t e a c h e r s ,  p a r e n t s . 2 , L e s s  e m p h a s i s  a s 2 . In d iv id u a l
a n d  o th e r s a  c o n s u l ta n t ,  c o o r  c o u n s e lin g

3. G o o rd in a tin g  g u i  d in a to r ,  o r  m a n i  3 , G u id a n c e
d a n c e  fu n c tio n s p u la to r  of e n v i r o n  r e s o u r c e
w ith  t o t a l  sc h o o l m e n t w ith  s o c ia l p e r s o n

e n g in e e r in g

T h e  W e s te r n  A s s o c ia tio n  of C o u n s e lo r  E d u c a t io n  a n d  S u p e r 

v i s io n  (W AGES) m e t  a t  S an  D ieg o  in  M ay , 1970. T h e  W A G ES g ro u p
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fo u n d  m a n y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  an d  c o m p e te n c ie s  a s  n e c e s s a r y  to  s c h o o l 

c o u n s e lo r s  a t  a l l  l e v e ls  of p u b lic  e d u c a t io n . W a lz  (1970) p r e s e n te d  

25 g e n e r a l i z a t io n s  and n o te d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  of th e  c h a l le n g e s  an d  

i m p lic a t io n s  to  th e  c o u n s e lin g  p r o f e s s io n .  W A G ES p a r t i c ip a n t s  d e a l t  

w ith  th e  g e n e r a l i z a t io n s  in  t r i a d s .  T h e y  c o n s id e r e d  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o u n 

s e lo r  r e s p o n s e s  and  th e  f o r m s  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  m ig h t  

t a k e  to  d e v e lo p  th e  k ind  of c o u n s e lo r  a b le  to  c o p e  w ith  th e  c h a l le n g e . 

T h e y  e m e r g e d  f r o m  th e  t h r e e  d ay  w o r k sh o p  w ith  th e  fo llo w in g  in t e 

g r a te d  m o d e l  of c o u n s e lin g  fo r  th e  c o u n s e lo r  of th e  f u tu r e  (p . 18):

P a r t i c i p a n t s  p o in te d  out th a t  th e  m a jo r  d i f f e r e n c e  
b e tw e e n  th e  c o u n s e lo r  of to d a y  and  th e  c o u n s e lo r  of 
to m o r r o w  would h av e  to  b e  in  th e  p e r s o n  h im s e l f .
T h e  c o u n s e lo r  of th e  f u tu r e  w o u ld  n e e d  to  b e  m o r e  
o p en , f l e x ib le ,  t o l e r a n t ,  k n o w le d g e a b le , an d  m o r e  
w il l in g  to  ta k e  an  a d v o c a c y  s ta n c e  a s  th e  r i s k s  
in v o lv e d  in  ta k in g  su c h  p o s i t io n s  b e c o m e  i n c r e a s in g ly  
d if f ic u lt  to  e n d u r e .  T h e  im a g e  p r e s e n te d  w a s  a lm o s t  
th a t  o f th e  " s u p e r c o u n s e lo r "  . . , , o n c e  p ro d u c e d , 
no one c o u ld  d e s c r i b e  th e  c l im a te  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  th e  
i n i t i a l  p ro d u c tio n . T h o u g h  th e  " s u p e r c o u n s e l o r "  
c a n n o t b e  m a s s - p r o d u c e d ,  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a to r s  d id  
a g r e e  upon a  n u m b e r  of e x p o s u r e  e x p e r i e n c e s  w h ic h  
w o u ld  im p ro v e  th e  t r a in in g  of c o u n s e lo r s :

1. C o u n s e lo r s  m u s t  b e  t r a in e d  in  th e  c o m m u n ity  a s  
w e ll  a s  w ith in  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c l a s s r o o m .

2 . C o u n s e lo r s  m u s t  b e  e x p o se d  to  a  b ro a d  s a m p le  of 
l e a r n in g  and  e x p e r ie n c e  in th e  m a n y  A m e r ic a n  
s u b c u l tu r e s  an d  p a r t i c u la r l y  in  th o s e  s u b c u l tu r e s  
f r o m  w h ic h  f u tu r e  c l ie n ts  a r e  l ik e ly  to  c o m e .

3 . C o u n s e lo r s  m u s t  ta k e  m o re  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  th e  
d i r e c t io n  t h e i r  own t ra in in g  w ill  t a k e .  S tu d e n ts , 
a s  w e ll  a s  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a to r s ,  m u s t  b e  in v o lv e d  
in  d e te r m in in g  c u r r i c u lu m ,  D e m o c r a c y  m u s t  be 
s e e n  a s  a  l ife  s ty le .
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4 , C o u n s e lo r s  m u s t  b e  t r a in e d  to  w o r k  a s  p a r t  of 
c o o p e r a t iv e  g ro u p s  a s  w e ll  a s  to  w o r k  in d e p e n 
d e n tly .

5 . M u ltip le  m o d e ls  of c o m p e te n c y  m u s t  be  d e f in e d  and  
m a d e  a v a i la b le  to  c o u n s e lo r s .  T h e s e  m o d e ls  w o u ld  
b e  f le x ib le  in  b o th  p a c e  and  s e q u e n c e . C o u n s e lo r  
e d u c a to r s  m u s t  h av e  s t r e n g th  to  c o n f i r m  an d  v a l id a te  
m o d e ls  o th e r  th a n  t h e i r  ow n,

6. I n - s e r v i c e  t r a in in g  m u s t  be  b u i l t  in to  a l l  m o d e ls  
of p r e - s e r v i c e  t r a in in g .  C o u n s e lo r s  sh o u ld  n e v e r  
f e e l  th e y  h av e  c o m p le te d  t h e i r  t r a in in g .

7, T h e r e  sh o u ld  be  m u ltip le  l e v e ls  of e n t r y  to  an d  
e x it  f r o m  c o u n s e lo r  t r a in in g  p r o g r a m s ,

8. C o u n s e lo r s  m u s t  b e  m o r e  a s s e r t i v e  in  h e lp in g  o th e r s  
to  r e c o g n iz e  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f th e  d e c is io n s  th e y

9, C o u n s e lo r s  m u s t  b e  t r a in e d  to  u s e  th e  m o s t  e c o n o m ic a l  
t e c h n iq u e s  in v o lv ed  in  u t i l iz in g  th e  k n o w le d g e  b a s e  
a v a i la b le ,

10, C o u n s e lo r s  m u s t  s tu d y  t e m p o r a r y  r e la t io n s h ip s  
a n d  l e a r n  to  r e c o g n iz e  how  su c h  r e la t io n s h ip s  c a n  
and  c a n n o t c o n t r ib u te  to  a n  in d iv id u a l  l i f e ,

11. C o u n s e lo r s  m u s t  l e a r n  t h e  d y n a m ic s  of a c q u i r in g  and  
th e  l e t t in g - g o  of v a lu e s  so  th a t  th e y  m a y  h e lp  o th e r s  
to  d e te r m in e  w h a t is  w o r th  h an g in g  o n t o  an d  w h a t is  
w o r th  le t t in g  go . C h a n g e , p e r  s e ,  c a n  n e v e r  b e  a  v a lu e  
in  a ( s ic )  h u m a n is t ic  s o c ie ty .

T h e s e  v ie w s  e x p r e s s e d  by th e  W A G ES d e le g a te s  co u ld  b e c o m e  

a  m a jo r  in f lu e n c e  on th e  w ay  th a t  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s  w i l l  b e  

t r a in e d .  T h e  e m e rg in g  c o n s e n s u s  m a y  be g e n e r a l i z e d  to  o th e r  A C E S 

r e g io n a l  g r o u p s ,  W e h r ly  (1969) r e p o r t e d  g e n e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  a m o n g  

r e g io n a l  A C E S  g r o u p s ,  w ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  of s o m e  r e g io n a l  p r i o r i t i e s .
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It w a s  n e c e s s a r y  to  lo o k  m o r e  c lo s e ly  a t  th e  d iv e r s e  v ie w s  

r e p r e s e n te d  in  su c h  a  r e g io n a l  c o n f e re n c e .  A m o n g  th e  c o u n s e lo r s  

p r e s e n t  w e r e  th o s e  w ho  r e p r e s e n te d  th e  v ie w s  of th e  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  n e o -  

t r a d i t i o n a l ,  an d  new  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  a s  d e f in e d  on p a g e s  

t h r e e  and  f o u r  of th i s  s tu d y . T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  W A G ES c o n s e n s u s  r e p r e 

s e n te d  a  w id e  r a n g e  of p h i lo s o p h ic a l  and  t h e o r e t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s .

In th e  Z io n  I l l in o is  E le m e n ta r y  S ch o o l C o u n s e lo r s '  C o n fe r e n c e ,  

O h lse n  (1966) fo c u s e d  on d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  of e x p e r i e n c e s  f o r  th e  p r e p a r a 

t io n  of e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s :  (a) g ro u p  g u id a n c e  m e th o d s  fo r  

b o th  c h i ld r e n  and  p a r e n t s ;  (b) t r a in in g  in  s u p e r v is in g  a s  a  t e a c h e r  c o n 

s u l ta n t ;  a n d  (c) p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e s e  r o l e s .  O h lse n  ( 1 967) 

r e c o m m e n d e d  e v a lu a t in g  th e  c o g n it iv e  s k i l l s  of th e  c o u n s e lo r  in  

b e h a v io r a l  t e r m s  an d  e m p h a s iz e d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  of c o n te n t  c o m 

p e te n c i e s .

H o u g h to n  (1 966), r e p o r t i n g  on th e  s a m e  Z io n  C o n fe r e n c e ,  

fo c u s e d  on  e l e m e n ta r y  g u id a n c e . H is  c o n c lu s io n s  p o in te d  to  tw o 

p r e c i s e  n e e d s :  (a) a  n e e d  f o r  p r e v e n t io n - c e n te r e d  an d  l e s s  p r o b le m -  

c e n te r e d  c o u n s e lin g ;  and  (b) a  n ee d  f o r  a  w e l l - d e f in e d  c o n c e p t of th e  

e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l g u id a n c e  p r o g r a m  a s  a u n iq u e  fu n c tio n in g  e n t i ty .

R e m e d ia l  c o u n s e lin g  w ith  in d iv id u a l  c h i ld r e n  w ill  c e a s e  to  be 

th e  p r i m a r y  fu n c tio n  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r .  C o n s u l ta 

t io n  an d  c o o r d in a t io n  of g u id a n c e  fu n c tio n  w il l  g a in  in  im p o r ta n c e ,  

a c c o rd in g  to  L id d le  ( 1967). H is  p r e d ic t io n  of th e  t r e n d s  in  e l e m e n ta r y
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s c h o o l  c o u n s e lin g  a r e  i l lu s t r a t e d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  a p p r o a c h e s .

T h e  D e v e lo p m e n ta l  A p p ro a c h

T h e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  a p p r o a c h  e m p h a s iz e s  fo u r  h u m an  d im e n s io n s .  

T h e y  a r e :  (a) th e  g ro w th  and  d e v e lo p m e n t  of th e  a f fe c t iv e  d o m a in  to w a r d  

e m o tio n a l  m a tu r i t y ;  (b) th e  g ro w th  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t  of th e  c o g n it iv e  

d o m a in  to w a r d  m e n ta l  a w a r e n e s s  and  lo g ic a l  m e a n in g ;  (c) th e  g ro w th  

an d  d e v e lo p m e n t  of th e  s o c ia l  d o m a in  to w a r d  c u l tu r a l l y  a c c e p te d  

b e h a v io r a l  s k i l l s  ; and  (d) th e  g ro w th  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t  of th e  p s y c h o 

l o g ic a l  d o m a in  to w a rd  th e  m a x im u m  in te g r a t i o n  an d  b a la n c e  of s e l f  

an d  p e r s o n a l i ty .

G u m  (1967, 1969) found  a  c o r r e l a t i o n  a m o n g  th e  fo u r  d o m a in s .

H e p la c e d  e m p h a s i s  on w o rk in g  w ith  p a r e n t s  an d  t e a c h e r s  in c o n s u l t a 

t io n  an d  in  g ro u p  w o rk . H is  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  m o d e l  i s  d e s ig n e d  to  

a c h ie v e  a  c o m m itm e n t  f r o m  th e  s c h o o l s ta f f  and  h o m e . T h e p u rp o s e  

is  to  c o o p e r a te  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  e x p e r ie n c e s  of th e  c h i ld .  In 

s h o r t ,  th e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  o b je c tiv e  i s  a  s o c ie ty  in  w h ic h  p e o p le  l iv e  

m o r e  e a s i l y  w ith  c h a n g e  th a n  w ith  in f le x ib i l i ty  o r  r i g id i ty .  G um  

e x p la in e d  i t  i s  c o n tin u o u s  f r o m  k i n d e r g a r t e n  th ro u g h  a d u lt  e d u c a tio n .

I t i s  c u m u la t iv e  and  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  o n e 's  a b i l i t i e s ,  n e e d s ,  an d  p o te n -

T h e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  a p p r o a c h  is  b a s e d  on e d u c a t io n a l  p s y c h o lo g y . 

I t s  p u r p o s e s  a r e  b e s t  s e r v e d  w h en  t e a c h e r s ,  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s ,  an d
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a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a r e  in v o lv e d  a s  a  t e a m  ( S h e r tz e r  & S to n e , 1966). T h e y  

p r e s c r i b e  and  a r r a n g e  n e x t - s t e p  le a r n in g  e x p e r i e n c e s  in  a lo g ic a l  an d  

s e q u e n t ia l  m a n n e r .  T h e  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  i s  an  i n t e g r a l  m e m b e r  of 

t h e  e d u c a t io n a l  t e a m .

N e e d s  a r e  id e n t i f ie d  a t  th e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  l e v e l  of th e  c h ild  

in c lu d in g  th e  e x c e p t io n a l ly  h a n d ic a p p e d  o r  im p a i r e d  c h ild . C ru ic k s h a n k  

( I 9 7 I, pp . 5 9 -6 0 )  d e s c r ib e d  how th e  c o u n s e lo r  co u ld  w o rk  in  a p r e s c r i p 

t iv e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  p r o g r a m  of th e  h a n d ic a p p e d  p e r s o n :

T h e  a d v e n t i t io u s ly  im p a i r e d ,  . . . m a y  a l r e a d y  h av e  a 
w e ll  o rg a n iz e d  l i f e  s p a c e  w h ich  m u s t  now  b e  r e s t r u c 
tu r e d .  T h e  c o u n s e lo r  m u s t  not be  to o  c h e e r f u l  to o  
so o n  . . . .  It i s  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  d e s i r a b l e  fo r  th e  
p e r s o n  to  m o u rn  h is  lo s s  b e f o re  he is  a b le  to  
a s s i m i la t e  h is  p r e s e n t  s i tu a t io n  and  r e a s s e s s  h is  
g o a ls  . . . .  T h e  c o u n s e lo r  c a n  a s s i s t  in  th e  r e s t r u c 
tu r in g  p r o c e s s .

S m ith  a n d  M ink  ( 1969) u rg e d  c o u n s e lo r s  to  p ro v id e  e a r l y  a t t e n 

t io n  to  th e  v o c a t io n a l  c o u n s e lin g  o f s tu d e n ts  w ho a r e  d i f f e r e n t .  T h e 

v o c a t io n a l  n e e d s  w e r e  l ik e ly  to  be  n e g le c te d  b y  e v e ry b o d y  e l s e .  T h e  

c o u n s e lin g  p r o f e s s io n  w a s  c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  to o  l i t t l e  a t t e n t io n  g iv e n  to  

th e  p r i m a r y  a g e  c h ild . L if to n  (1971) e x a m in e d  c o u n s e lin g  p r o g r a m s  

and  found  th e m  w a n tin g . H e d e p lo re d  th e  a b s e n c e  o f fo c u s  on e a r ly  

ch ild h o o d  g u id a n c e . F u r t h e r m o r e ,  he h e ld  th e  c o u n s e lo r  t r a in in g  

p r o g r a m s  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t of a w a r e n e s s  an d  s k i l l s .

L i f to n 's  o b je c tiv e  is  to  p la c e  im p o r ta n c e  on in te r v e n t io n  a t  th e  e a r l y  

d e v e lo p m e n ta l  l e v e ls  of p r i m a r y  g r a d e  c h i ld r e n .
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T h e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r - c o n s u l t a n t  c a n  w o r k  e f fe c t iv e ly  

in  s p e c ia l  and  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n . T h e  s k i l l s  o f b o th  d i s c ip l in e s  a r e  

i n t e r a c t iv e .  T h e r e s u l t  of s ta f f  e x p e r i e n c e s  a f f e c t s  t r a in in g  p r o c e 

d u r e s  in  b o th  p r o g r a m s .  S uch  e th ic a l  q u e s t io n s  r e g a r d in g  c l ie n t  r i g h t s  

a r e  r a r e l y  r a i s e d  in  p r o g r a m s  fo r  th e  e x c e p t io n a l  c h ild  in  s p e c ia l  and 

g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n . T h e  b a s i c  d e c i s io n s  h av e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  m a d e  f o r  

a l l  su c h  p e r s o n s  ( C ru ic k s h a n k , 1971, p . 63 ):

. . .  it i s  b e t t e r  to  be  a s  m u c h  l ik e  a  p h y s ic a l ly  n o r m a l  
p e r s o n  a s  p o s s ib le ,  b e t t e r  to  w a lk  th a n  no t w a lk , b e t t e r  
to  b e  m o b ile  o r  p a r t i a l l y  m o b ile  th a n  im m o b ile ,  b e t t e r  
to  s p e a k  c o r r e c t ly  th a n  w ith  a  s p e e c h  im p a i r m e n t ,  an d  
b e t te r  to  l e a r n  a  t a s k  o r  s k i l l  th a n  no t l e a r n  it . . .  .
T h e  t e a c h e r  o r  t h e r a p i s t  m a y  a s k ,  how c a n  I m o t iv a te  
th e  c l ie n t ,  . . , ch a n g e  h is  b e h a v io r ?  . . .  he h a s  no 
d if f ic u lty  d i s t in g u is h in g  w h a t is  good . . . b e h a v io r  
f r o m  b ad . . . , D e m b o  (1969) b e l ie v e s  th a t  th e  c l i e n t 's  
v ie w p o in t is  im p o r ta n t  and m u s t  be ta k e n  in to  a c c o u n t .

S h e r t z e r  and  S to n e  (1966) v iew e d  c o u n s e lo r s  an d  t h e r a p i s t s  a s  

m o v in g  f r o m  a p o s i tio n  of c o n t r a s t in g  e x t r e m e s .  T h e y  lo o k e d  to w a rd  

a m id d le  g ro u n d . T h is  m o v e m e n t f r o m  p r e v e n t iv e  a p p r o a c h  a t one 

e x t r e m e  and in te rv e n tio n  a t th e  o th e r  e x t r e m e  in c lu d e s  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  

a p p r o a c h e s  b e tw e e n  th e  e x t r e m e s .

T h e  i n t e r d i s c ip l in a r y  o r  t e a m  a p p r o a c h  is  a b r id g e  a c r o s s  

w h ic h  m e m b e r s  of th e  h e lp in g  p r o f e s s io n  c a n  t r a v e r s e  (C ru ic k s h a n k ,

1971). T h e  p u rp o s e s  of r e s e a r c h ,  of th e r a p y ,  an d  of e d u c a t io n a l  s k i l l s  

c e n te r  on th e  n e e d s  of c h i ld r e n  and p a r e n t s .  T h e c o u n s e lo r  is  a f a c i l i t a 

t o r  in  th e  m a in s t r e a m  of e d u c a t io n a l  a c t iv i ty .
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A c h a l le n g e  to  th e  te a c h in g  and  c o u n s e lin g  s ta f f  h a s  b e e n  m a n 

d a te d  b y  t r e n d s  and  l e g i s l a t i o n .  An e x a m p le  is  th e  M ic h ig a n  P u b lic  

A c t N o. 198 (1971). O th e r  s ta t e s  h av e  e x p e r ie n c e d  s i m i l a r  d e v e lo p 

m e n ts .  P r o v i s io n  w a s  m a d e  fo r  th e  p r o f e s s io n a l  p r e p a r a t io n  in  

s u p e r v is e d  p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r ie n c e s  am o n g  th e  e x c e p t io n a l  c h i ld r e n .

T h e  c o u n s e lo r s  and  o th e r  s ta f f  c o n s u l ta n ts  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  in  

s u c c e s s f u l  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  p r o g r a m s ,  G y s b e r s  (1972) n o ted  th a t  th e y  

p ro v id e  m a i n s t r e a m  e d u c a t io n a l  s e r v i c e s .  No lo n g e r  a r e  th e y  a n c i l l a r y ,  

" n ic e ,  b u t  no t n e c e s s a r y .  " He u rg e d  th e  p u rg in g  of th e  t e r m  " a n c i l l a r y  

s e r v i c e s "  f r o m  e d u c a t io n  ja r g o n .

In s u m m a r y ,  th e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  a p p r o a c h  is  a  s h a r e d  e d u c a t io n a l  

e x p e r ie n c e  in  w h ic h  t e a c h e r s ,  s p e c ia l  e d u c a t io n  c o n s u l ta n ts ,  p s y c h o lo 

g i s t s ,  and  c o u n s e lo r s  a r e  c o l l a b o r a to r s  on th e  s a m e  te a m . T h e  c h ild  

is  e x p o s e d  to  e x p e r i e n c e s  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  h is  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  a g e .  It is  

not l im i te d  to  on e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  o r  l e a r n in g  t h e o r y .  T e c h n iq u e s  of 

th e  s p e c ia l i s t s  m a y  be  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  o f m a n y  d i s c ip l in e s .  T h e  m o v e 

m e n t  i s  c o n tin u in g  to w a r d  a  m id d le -g ro u n d  in  w h ic h  e f fe c t iv e  te c h n iq u e s  

a r e  u se d  f o r  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  g ro w th  of th e  c h i ld .

T h e  B e h a v io r a l  A p p r o a c h

T h e  b e h a v io r a l  a p p r o a c h  in c lu d e s  th e  in d iv id u a l  an d  g ro u p  c o u n 

s e l in g  r e la t io n s h ip s .  C o n c e r n  fo r  th e  m i l ie u  o r  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  in f lu 

e n c e s  t r a n s c e n d s  th e  l im i t a t i o n s  of a n a r r o w  v ie w . N e e d s  a r e  to  be
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m e t w h e re  th e y  a r e  fo u n d . F o r  e x a m p le ,  Iv e y  an d  A ls c h u le r  (1973) 

s u g g e s t  th a t  if  th e  p r o b le m  is  fo u n d  to  in c lu d e  th e  s c h o o l o r  ho m e, 

th e n  th e  s c h o o l o r  h o m e  sh o u ld  be t r e a t e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a  c o l l a b o r a 

t iv e  r e la t io n s h ip  u s in g  b e h a v io r a l  m e th o d s  to  c h a n g e  r o l e  d e f in i t io n s ,  

r u l e s ,  p o l i t i c s ,  and e x p e c ta t io n s  m u s t  b e  d e v e lo p e d . T h e  sc o p e  o f 

in f lu e n c e  in c lu d e s  a l l  p e o p le  w h o  a r e  p a r t  o f th e  c h i ld 's  m i lie u .

A c o u n s e lo r 's  s u c c e s s  i s  f r e q u e n t ly  m e a s u r e d  by h is  a b i l i ty  to  

w o r k  w ith  d i s r u p t iv e  c h i ld r e n ,  G u m a e r  and  M y r ic k  (1974) u se d  a  b e h a v 

io r a l  a p p r o a c h  w h ic h  u t i l i t z e d  b o th  c l i e n t - c e n t e r e d  and  b e h a v io r a l  

te c h n iq u e s  w ith  g ro u p s  of d i s r u p t iv e  c h i ld r e n .  T h e y  w e r e  so  s u c c e s s 

fu l  t h a t  w ith in  a  s e v e n  w e e k  p e r io d  th e  m e a n  d i s r u p t iv e  b e h a v io r  fo r  

a l l  g ro u p s  d ro p p e d  to  z e r o .  T h e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  s e r v e d  

a s  a  c o u n s e lo r - c o n s u l t a n t  to  in d iv id u a ls  and  g r o u p s .  T he c o n s u l ta n t  

fu n c tio n  r e c e iv e d  th e  g r e a t e s t  e m p h a s i s  of t im e  and  e f fo r t .

T h e  c o n s u l ta n t  fu n c tio n  of th e  c o u n s e lo r  r o l e  d e a ls  p r i m a r i l y  

w ith  th e  a t t i tu d e s  o f a d u l t s  w ho p o p u la te  th e  p u p i l 's  le a rn in g  m ilie u ,  

a c c o rd in g  to  F u l lm e r  and  B e r n a r d  (1 9 7 2 , pp . 1 1 -1 2 ) :

B e c a u s e  fe e l in g , c o n v ic tio n s ,  and  p e r s o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e s  
a r e  im p lic a te d  in  m o d if ic a t io n  of s c h o o l  p r o c e s s e s ,  one 
t r a in e d  to  d e a l  w ith  a f fe c t  is  in  a n  a d v a n ta g e o u s  p o s i t io n  
to  le n d  h e lp  . . . th e  c o u n s e lo r - c o n s u l t a n t  a s  a  f a c i l i t a to r  
of i n - s e r v i c e  e d u c a t io n  . . , w il l  p e r m e a te  th e  e n t i r e  
s c h o o l c u r r i c u lu m .

In t r a d i t i o n a l  and  n e o - t r a d i t i o n a l  s e t t i n g s ,  to o  m u c h  t im e  is  

d e v o te d  to  f i r s t - a i d  c o u n s e lin g . T h o s e  c o u n s e lo r s  a r e  b u rd e n e d  w ith
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c a s u a l ty  an d  c r i s i s  in te rv e n tio n  w h e n  th e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  an d  b e h a v io r a l  

a p p r o a c h e s  a r e  n e g le c te d .  F a u s t  (1968) r a i s e d  th e  is s u e  p o in te d ly .

W hy no t c o n t r ib u te  to  c h a n g in g  th e  s i tu a t io n  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  th e  c r i s i s  

by  c o n s u l t in g  w ith  th o s e  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  c l a s s r o o m  c l im a te ,  c u r r i c u 

lu m , r e g u la t io n s ,  an d  m o r a l e ?  C o n su lt in g  is  in te g r a t i v e  and f i e ld -  

o r i e n te d .  R e s e a r c h  s u p p o r t s  th i s  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  c o n s u l ta t io n  w ith  

p a r e n t s  a n d  c o u n s e lin g  w ith  p u p ils  is  l e s s  e f fe c t iv e  th a n  w h en  c o n s u l 

ta t i o n  e f f o r t s  a r e  fo c u s e d  on th e  c l a s s r o o m  s o c ie ty  (F a u s t ,  1968).

K r u m b o ltz  and  T h o r e s e n  (1969, pp . 2 5 0 -251) l i s t  s e v e n  s te p s  

in v o lv e d  in  s y s t e m a t i c  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e d u r e s :

1. P r o b le m  id e n t i f ic a tio n  in t e r m s  of s p e c if ic  b e h a v io r s  
and  e d u c a t io n a l  o b je c t iv e s .

2 . I d e n ti f ic a t io n  of d e s i r e d  b e h a v io r s .

3 . F o r m  t e n t a t i v e  h y p o th e s is  ab o u t c a u s e s  of th e  b e h a v io r  
u n d e r  c o n s id e r a t io n .

4 . O b s e rv a t io n  an d  d a ta  c o l le c t io n  ( b a s e l in e  d e v e lo p m e n t) .

5 . O r g a n iz a t io n  and  in te g r a t io n  of d a ta ,

6. P r o g r a m  d e v e lo p m e n t .

7. E v a lu a tio n  of o u tc o m e s  and f u r th e r  p la n n in g .

A n a d d i t io n a l  f e a tu r e  of th e  b e h a v io r a l  a p p r o a c h  a d v a n c e d  by K ru m b o ltz  

an d  T h o r e s e n  is  m o d e l in g . M o d e lin g  in  c o n s u l ta t io n  h as  t h r e e  d im e n 

s io n s :  d i r e c t  a id  in  p la n n in g  w ith  t e a c h e r s  and p a r e n t s ,  h e lp in g  th e  

c o n s u l té e s  d e v e lo p  a  p la n ,  and p u tt in g  th e  p la n  in to  o p e r a t io n .

An i n - s e r v i c e  v id e o  ta p e  t r a in in g  p r o g r a m  in v o lv in g  f o u r te e n
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e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l t e a c h e r s  w a s  s tu d ie d  by  B ro w n  an d  M a c D o u g a l (1972). 

T h e  o b je c tiv e  w a s  to  d e t e r m in e  if th e  p u p il  s e l f - p e r c e p t io n  co u ld  be 

c h a n g e d . T h ey  n o ted  a  m e a n  g a in  in  p u p il p o p u la t io n  s e l f - p e r c e p t io n  

s c o r e s  on th e  F  r a t i o  at th e  .0 5  le v e l  of s ig n if ic a n c e .  M o d ify in g  te a c h e r  

b e h a v io r  had  a  d i r e c t  p o s i t iv e  b e a r in g  on th e  im p ro v e d  s e l f - p e r c e p t io n  

of th e  s tu d e n ts .  T h e  b e h a v io r i s t  f o r m s  te n ta t iv e  h y p o th e s e s  r e g a r d in g  

p r e c e d in g  s i tu a t io n s  w h ic h  th e  c l ie n t  c o n s id e r s  r e in f o r c in g .  T h e  

r e in f o r c e r s  w e re  s e l e c t e d  by B ro w n  and  M a c D o u g a l and  th e  f o u r te e n  

t e a c h e r s  in v o lv e d . T h e  t e a c h e r s  w e r e  r e in f o r c e d  a s  th e y  e x p e r ie n c e d  

s u c c e s s .  As b e h a v io r s  c h a n g e d , a t t i tu d e s  o f p u p i ls  a n d  t e a c h e r s  

c h a n g e d  to  th e  p o in t th a t  th e  s e l f - p e r c e p t io n s  of s tu d e n ts  w e r e  m o r e  

p o s i t iv e .  A rb u c ld e  (1974) n o te s  th e  b e h a v io r a l  c o u n s e lo r  d o e s  v e r y  

l i t t l e  w ith  th e  c l ie n t ,  bu t d o e s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  to  h im .

P e t e r s o n  (1970) o b s e r v e d  th e  g ro w in g  n u m b e r  of l i fe  s ty le s  in  

o u r  s o c ie ty .  He s u g g e s te d  th a t  a l t e r n a t iv e  c h o ic e s  w e r e  b e g in n in g  to  

o u tw e ig h  th e  c o m m o n ly  a g r e e d  upon b e l ie f s ,  i d e a s ,  an d  m o d e s  of 

b e h a v io r .  He b e l ie v e d  th e  c o u n s e lo r  m u s t  f a c e  t h e s e  q u e s t io n s :  How 

c o n s i s t e n t  is  m y  p h ilo so p h y  of l i f e ?  T o w h a t d e g r e e  do I e m b o d y  th e  

v a lu e s  to  w h ic h  I g iv e  l ip  s e r v ic e ?  A c o u n s e lo r 's  v a lu e s  a f fe c t  b o th  

h is  t e c h n iq u e  and  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  in c o u n s e lin g . A c o u n s e lo r  m u s t  

r e c o g n iz e  w hen  h is  v a lu e s  i n t e r f e r e  w ith  e f fe c t iv e  c o u n s e lin g . He m u s t  

b e  w ill in g  to  ch a n g e  if  he e x p e c ts  th e  c l ie n t  to  u n fo ld  an d  ch a n g e  in  th e  

p r o c e s s .
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Buckley and Hill (1970) note that internal feeling states 

are difficult if not impossible to validate. As students, teachers, and 

parents master behavioral tasks, they report improved personal happi

ness, self-concept, and confidence.

Children teach teachers howto act, not always reinforcing the 

most appropriate behaviors in teachers, according to Buckley and Hill. 

Techniques used by a teacher are the result of the reinforcements a 

teacher receives.

Counselor-consultants complimented teachers for their effective 

behaviors in the classroom, Gumaer and Myrick (1974) studied the good 

working relationships between the teachers and counselors. They 

reported that a definite transfer of appropriate behaviors to the class

rooms was observed. Consultants were reinforced when the techniques 

became a part of the teachers' repertoire of classroom behaviors.

The behaviorists view the function of the counselor-consultant 

as changing. The individual is considered an active force in his own 

life, whereas earlier psychological emphasis was placed on the person 

as being acted upon. His behaviors were shaped by reinforcements and 

traumatic experiences (Fullmer & Bernard, 1972, p. 35):

. . . man is more than the product of his past ... he 
himself has the power to influence the future. . . , Man 
can choose, . . . hope, . . . strive.

They describe the behavioral approach as an effective method in con

sultation. The question arises, "How are counselors trained to become
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effective consultants? " Horan (1971) cautioned that all goals must be 

stated in terms of performance and observable behaviors. He also 

believed that values have a high influence in counselor education.

The Eclectic Approach

Ideally, eclectic counselors are professionally experienced 

practitioners of applied counseling theories, techniques, and skills 

in the best combination of counseling and psychotherapy practices, 

Witmer (1971) studied five models: (a) client-centered; (b) behavior 

and learning theory; (c) social-psychology; (d) reality therapy; and 

(e) rational-cognitive. He concluded that no one model was adequate 

by itself, but appropriate eclectic techniques could be applied to 

individual situations as they fit the need. An eclectic approach incor

porates many theoretical practices and techniques,

Dinkmeyer (1 968) reported Faust joined counselor educators 

who supported the adoption of an effective philosophy of elementary 

school counseling, Dinkmeyer identified the primary concern. It is 

a need to develop an acceptable conceptual foundation for elementary 

school guidance. It must be compatible with guidance theory generally 

and with the objectives of elementary school education specifically.

An integrated model for both Counselor education and evaluation 

was recommended by Pepyne (1971, p. 7):

The recommendations included a provision for trainees to
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experience a variety of emprically validated, appropri
ately sequenced learning activities designed for the 
achievement of operationally defined performance objec-

S m ith  and M ink (1969) r ep o rt the e le m e n ta r y  sch o o l c o u n se lo r  

i s  to  be a co o rd in a tin g  and in te g r a tin g  agent. He i s  a s p e c ia l is t  who  

co n tr ib u te s  to  pupil l iv in g  and planning, in d iv id ua l grow th  in d e c is io n 

m ak in g s k i l l s ,  s e lf -u n d e r sta n d in g , and h is own b eh a v io ra l ch an ge.

The counselor is not immune to the weary plague of housekeeping duties. 

Certainly he is not superior to housekeeping duties, but he should raise 

questions in accepting their assignment (Smith & Mink, 1969, p. 49), 

such as :

1. Does the assignment reduce the time the counselor 
can spend on the activities that are uniquely his own?

2. Is the nature of the school task to be performed by
the counselor likely to support the image of a counselor 
that both the principal and the counselor want others 
to have of him? Does it make it harder for the coun
selor to help students?

Allen (1968) studied the forces leading to the development of 

the elementary guidance movement. She traced the growth and develop

ment of the profession from vocational guidance through movements in 

psychology, mental hygiene, and educational counseling psychology.

The recommendations closely parallel the ACES standards which are 

discussed in greater detail elsewhere in this investigation.

Counselor training shows no effective improvement in the past 

twenty years, according to Truax as reported by Parker (1968, p. 151):
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No evidence exists to suggest the counselors we are pro
ducing today, are more effective than those produced ten, 
twenty, or more years ago . . . we must begin to evaluate 
effects of student trainees on clients during training, we 
must begin to weed out those who have no effect or deteri
orative effect on clients and reward those producing 
changes in clients,

Parker also reported a very uneven and unstable quality of prepara

tion offered throughout the country.

Lifton (I9 7I) urged counselor training institutions to "divest 

themselves of ossified interests" in preparing counselors for tradi

tional roles. Instead, they should develop human behavior specialists 

through a core of studies in which all contributing professions would

Counseling will be replaced by another "applied behavioral 

science, " according to Berdie (1971). He believes the practitioner 

will be skilled in the use of knowledge and skills from a variety of 

behavioral sciences. Berdie recommended a "lifetime of preparation" 

in which counselor-consultants maintain effective skills to facili

tate pupil development. Counselors and counselor educators do not 

agree on the type of eclectic or generalist to meet the needs of the 

elementary school counseling.

Perhaps a few people can be good psychological educators, plus 

good one-to-one problem counselors, plus good consultants (Goldman, 

1973, p. 24), but:

I doubt that such people will ever comprise more than a
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small fraction of the professionals in this or any field.
. . . One pretty sure way to kill psychological education 
is to tell all counselors that they must learn to do it in 
addition to everything else. Nor should every counselor 
education program be expected to be all that multi-talented.

Why not let each specialize, just as we should let coun
selors on the job specialize? W e  need each of the special
ties, and we need to have each one done well.

Summary and Conclusions from the Review 
of the Related Literature

Three national studies of differentiated elementary school coun

selor education programs were examined. The diverse views of twelve 

counselor educators with respect to counselor preparation were pre

sented, Additionally, three approaches were examined : developmental, 

behavioral, and eclectic,

A multi-talented super-counselor should be replaced by a team 

of specialists. Goldman (1973) believes it is all right to let counselor 

education programs become specialized just as counselors are encouraged 

to specialize for their function on the collaborative educational team.

The need to study the elementary school counselor education 

programs, their changes, and rationales for change is apparent. A 

review of the selected related literature leads toward that conclusion.

The A C E S / A P G A  standards and professional literature may have had 

recent impact on programs and courses offered or changed.
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C H A P T E R  III 

P R O C E D U R E S  

Methodology

The in v e st ig a to r  com b in ed  th e  u se  of the h is to r ic a l-c o m p a r a t iv e  

m ethod w ith  th e d e s c r ip t iv e - s u r v e y  typ e of study to co m p a re  the fin d in g s  

of th is  in v e st ig a tio n  w ith  th o se  of p r e v io u s  s tu d ie s . S hafer (1969) c it e s  

th r e e  w a y s  h is to r ic a l  e v id en ce  m ay  be tra n sm itte d  : w r itte n , o ra l, and 

art w o r k s . The in v e st ig a to r  p la ced  e m p h a sis  on the w r itten  and o ra l 

m eth o d s .

Included in the present study is a comparison of primary with 

secondary source information. Primary source materials are defined 

by Van Dalan (1973, p. 116):

1. The testimony of able eye and ear witnesses to past

2. Actual objects used in the past which can be examined 
directly (as) first hand evidence.

He defined secondary source materials as:

1. Information provided by a person who did not directly 
observe the event, object, or condition.

2. Some materials based on fourth or fifth hand informa-

The primary source information for this study came from
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respondents in a national mail surv^. The respondents were depart

ment chairmen, spokesmen, or directors for graduate counselor edu

cation programs. They represented colleges and universities in the 

United States, its territories, and the District of Columbia. Supporting 

documentation received from many respondents also constituted pri

mary source material.

The secondary source materials included recent survey studies 

by earlier investigators, Selected journal articles and books released 

during the years covered by this study are additional sources of a 

secondary nature.

A study was made of related literature published from 1960 to 

1974. This source included three categories of topics : (a) those pub

lications related to role and function of the elementary school coun

selor; (b) the standards and guidelines prepared for the counselor 

education programs in which graduates would demonstrate established 

minimal level skills; and (c) those sources which presented a changing 

emphasis on the functions of the counselor in elementary schools.

The publications receiving the most attention were those released 

since 1968.

For the purpose of comparison, the information from primary 

and secondary sources was identified and organized into categorical 

and chronological order. The four categories were: (a) differentiation 

in elementary counselor education courses or units of study; (b) differ
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entiation in elementary counselor supervised learning experiences;

(c) differentiation in the role and function of elementary school coun

selors as viewed by the respondents; and (d) differentiation in admin

istration of elementary school counselor education programs as 

described in recent related literature compared with the findings of 

this study.

The present study was divided into five phases. They served 

as step-by-step approaches to meet the objectives. These objectives 

are: (a) to identify graduate programs that prepare elementary school 

counselors at the masters degree level; (b) to make a comparative 

study of standards for counselor preparation programs; (c) to construct 

and field test a survey questionnaire and develop mailing procedures ;

(d) to organize the findings of the study in a descending rank order 

priority; and (e) to discuss the findings, form conclusions, and make 

recommendations.

The identification of graduate programs that prepare elementary 
school counselors at the masters degree level

Addresses of 55 Chief Guidance Officers in the United States, 

its territories, and the District of Columbia were obtained. Patterson's 

American Education Directory by Elliott, Woods, Bronwell, Mailand, 

and Koenig (1973) was the source in which the addresses were located. 

Letters were sent to the Chief Guidance Officers state-by-state

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



r e q u e s t in g  l i s t i n g s  of a l l  th e  c o l le g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  p r e p a r in g  

e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  ( s e e  A p p e n d ix  A, p . 147). T h e r e tu r n s  

w e re  c o m p a re d  w ith  th e  l i s t  of p r o g r a m s  in  th e  W e h r ly  s tu d y  (1969) 

f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  of s tu d y in g  s t a t e - b y - s t a t e  g ro w th  a n d  c h a n g e s  in  th e  

p r o g r a m s  id e n t i f ie d  s in c e  1969.

T h e  in v e s t i g a to r  r e f e r r e d  to  th e  C o u n s e lo r  E d u c a t io n  D i r e c to r y  

(H o llis  & W a n tz , 1971) f o r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f s u p p le m e n t in g  th e  l i s t  of p r o 

g r a m s  no t y e t  r e c e iv e d  a t  th e  t im e  o f th e  f i r s t  m a i l in g .  H o w e v e r , l a te  

r e tu r n s  w e r e  u sed  to  id e n t i f y  p r o g r a m s  th a t  w e r e  no t r e p o r t e d  by H o llis  

a n d  W a n tz  (1 971).

C o m p a ra tiv e  e x a m in a t io n  of s ta n d a r d s  f o r  c o u n s e lo r  p r e p a r a t io n

T h e t h r e e  s t a n d a r d s  u se d  w e r e :  (a) S ta n d a rd s  f o r  th e  P r e p a r a 

t io n  of S e c o n d a ry  S ch o o l C o u n s e lo r s  (A C E S /A P G A , 1967); (b) S ta n d a rd s  

f o r  th e  P r e p a r a t i o n  o f E le m e n ta r y  S c h o o l C o u n s e lo r s  (A C E S /A P G A , 1971); 

a n d  (c) P r o p o s e d  S ta n d a r d s  fo r  th e  P r e p a r a t i o n  of C o u n s e lo r s  and  O th e r  

P e r s o n n e l  S e r v i c e s  S p e c i a l i s t s  (A C E S /A P G A , 1 973). T h ey  p ro v id e d  

a m e a n s  f o r  id e n t i fy in g  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  p r e p a r a t io n  

e x p e r i e n c e s .  A s u r v e y  q u e s t io n n a i r e  w a s  d e v e lo p e d  f o r  e v a lu a tin g  

th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  p r o g r a m s  of p r e p a r a t io n  in  r e la t io n  

to  th e  A C E S /A P G A  s t a n d a r d s .

D e v e lo p m e n t a n d  f ie ld  t e s t  o f q u e s t io n n a i r e  an d  m a i l in g  p r o c e d u r e s  

S e v e r a l  p r o to ty p e  s u r v e y  in s t r u m e n t s  w e r e  d e v e lo p e d  a n d
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modified before field testing. The questionnaire was field tested among 

members of the Michigan Association of Counselor Educators and 

Supervisors (MACES) and among advanced doctoral students in a coun

selor education program. Some of the comments and suggestions 

received from those who participated in the field study were subsequently 

incorporated in the instrument used in the national survey.

The final questionnaire consisted of four sections. They were 

arranged so that the respondent could follow directions with a minimum 

of confusion and continue easily from one section to the next throughout 

the survey form (see Appendix D, p. 150). The first page of the 

National Survey form was a cover letter with instructions and informa

tion, The second and third pages were devoted to obtaining responses 

regarding the course work and supervised learning experiences. The 

respondent was instructed to check whether the learning experiences 

offered were required courses, units within required courses, elec

tive courses, or units within elective courses. A space was provided 

to check "N O i " meaning the learning experience was not offered. A 

space for comments was provided for each item.

The fourth page was designed to elicit responses indicating the 

reasons or rationales for offering the kind of program experiences 

which were provided. The fifth page contained twelve questions that 

enabled the respondent to note the way he viewed the role and function 

of the elementary school counselor. The last page enabled the respondent
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to  in d ic a te  if  th e  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m  r e f l e c te d  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  in  a d m is s io n s ,  a c a d e m ic ,  o r  g r a d u a t io n  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  

e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l 

c o u n s e lo r s  (s e e  A p p e n d ix  D , p . 150).

A to t a l  o f 3 83 c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  in c lu d e d  in  

th e  s u r v e y .  A l e t t e r  in t ro d u c in g  th e  i n v e s t i g a to r s  an d  th e  k ind  of s tu d y  

( s e e  A p p e n d ix  C, p . 149) w a s  m a i le d  f iv e  to  s e v e n  d a y s  p r i o r  to  m a i l in g  

th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e .  E a c h  q u e s t io n n a i r e  w a s  a c c o m p a n ie d  by  a  p o s t a g e -  

p a id  r e tu r n - a d d r e s s e d  e n v e lo p e . A fo l lo w -u p  m a i l in g  w a s  s e n t  one 

m o n th  l a t e r  to  th o s e  id e n t i f ie d  d e p a r tm e n t  c h a i r m e n ,  s p o k e s m e n , o r  

d i r e c t o r s  f o r  g r a d u a te  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  w h o s e  r e s p o n s e  

h ad  no t b e e n  r e c e iv e d .  A c o v e r  l e t t e r  w a s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  se c o n d  

m a i l in g  (s e e  A p p e n d ix  E , p . 161). R e tu r n s  r e c e iv e d  w ith in  one m o n th  

a f te r  th e  fo llo w -u p  m a i l in g  v /e re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  ta b u la t io n  a n d  a n a ly s i s .

O r g a n iz a t io n  of th e  f in d in g s  in  d e s c e n d in g  ra n k  o r d e r

T h e  in fo rm a tio n  f o r  C h a p te r  IV w a s  a r r a n g e d  so  th a t  o n e  m a y  

fo llo w  th e  t r e n d s  in  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a p p r o a c h e s ,  c o u r s e s  b e in g  o f f e re d , 

p r a c t i c a l  t r a in in g  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  an d  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  

e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  t r e n d s  w e r e  

id e n t i f ie d  and  s tu d ie d  w ith  p r o v is io n s  s u g g e s te d  in  th e  r e c e n t  p u b l i c a 

t i o n s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  o f A C E S /A P G A  s t a n d a r d s .

D if f e re n tia te d  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l p r o g r a m s  of c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n
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were defined as programs that required 25 per cent or more of the 

courses and learning experiences designed specifically for the elemen

tary school counselor (Hill, 1972; Wehrly, 1969). Trends were studied 

by comparing the required courses in the programs researched by Hill 

(1972) and Wehrly (1969). The information from some of the primary 

and secondary sources was compared with findings of this study in 

descending rank order.

Illustrations such as tables were used as conceptual tools in 

organizing and presenting the findings of this study. The information 

is presented in a cumulative and developmental manner. In addition, 

effort was made to provide continuity among emerging patterns as they 

appeared.

Discussion of the findings, conclusions, and recommendations

Shafer (1969) suggested that analysis ends and synthesis begins 

at many points of the research process. He listed five phases of syn

thesis: (a) Preliminary Synthesis; (b) Initial Synthesis; (c) Secondary 

Synthesis; (d) Final Synthesis; and (e) Implementation of Synthesis.

Trends move gradually and cumulatively in a given direction 

(Van Dalan, 1973). The comparative analysis was expected to reveal 

several events occurring at the same time. Included in the study 

were the changes in elementary school counselor education programs, 

the writings in journals and books predicting or urging certain changes.
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and conference or convention reports in which research on changes 

were presented.

Barzun and Graff (1957) cautioned researchers to be extremely 

careful in the verification of truth and causation. The survey respon

dents generously offered comments of rationale and explanation for 

their own program requirements. This information was considered 

and included in the discussion when it seemed representative of findings 

of this study. Respondents also provided a variety of supportive docu

ments which described their specific programs. A portion of these 

materials was used in the discussion of the findings and in formulating 

conclusions.

As facts emerged and trends were observed to move gradually 

and cumulatively, several factors converged at the same time. The 

converging and emerging trends contained the substance for discussion, 

conclusions, and recommendations.
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C H A P T E R  IV

T H E  F IN D IN G S C O M PA R E D  W ITH  R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S  
O F  E X P E R T S , A C E S /A P G A  STA N D A RD S,

AND R E L A T E D  ST U D IE S

C o m p a r i s o n  of P r o g r a m s  R e p r e s e n t e d  by  
R e s p o n d e n ts  an d  N o n r e s p o n d e n ts

I d e n ti f ic a t io n  of e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s

C h ie f  G u id a n c e  O f f ic e r s  of th e  55 s t a t e s ,  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  an d  th e  

D i s t r i c t  of C o lu m b ia  w e r e  m a i le d  l e t t e r s  w h ic h  r e q u e s t e d  th e  n a m e s  

an d  a d d r e s s e s  of c h a i r p e r s o n s  of p r o g r a m s  o r  d e p a r tm e n t s  of c o u n s e lo r  

e d u c a tio n  th a t  o f f e re d  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  p r o g r a m s  of p r e p a 

r a t i o n .  R e tu r n s  f r o m  46 C h ie f  G u id a n c e  O f f ic e r s  in c lu d e d  l i s t s  of 

c o l le g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  S o m e l i s t s  w e r e  u n d i f f e r e n t ia te d .  T h e y  

in c lu d e d  s o m e  in s t i t u t i o n s  h av in g  no c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  

an d  o th e r s  h a v in g  p r o g r a m s  a t  m u l tip le  l e v e ls .  T h e s e  C h ie f  G u id a n c e  

O f f ic e r s  s u g g e s te d  th a t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  b e  s e n t  to  h e a d s  o f a l l  th e  

d e p a r tm e n ts  s u p p lie d  by  th e m .

T h e  C o u n s e lo r  E d u c a t io n  D i r e c to r y  by  H o l l is  an d  W a n tz  (1971) 

w a s  u s e d  to  id e n t i fy  th e  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  o r  d e p a r tm e n ts  

in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s ,  i t s  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  an d  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f C o lu m b ia .

T h e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  w a s  m a i le d  to  383 c o l l e g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s .
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C o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m  re s p o n d e n ts  r e tu r n e d  258  of th e  q u e s t io n 

n a i r e s ,  In f o rm a t io n  w a s  co d e d  an d  ta b u la te d  f r o m  th e  67 p e r  c e n t r e tu r n .  

D i f f e r e n tia te d  p r o g r a m s ,  w h ic h  p r e p a r e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s  

a t  th e  m a s t e r s  d e g r e e  le v e l ,  in  234  c o l le g e s  and u n iv e r s i t i e s  w e r e  

id e n t i f ie d .  T h e  r e s p o n d e n ts  an d  n o n re s p o n d e n ts  a r e  sh o w n  by  n u m b e r  

a n d  by  p e r  c e n t  in  T a b le  4 . 1, w h ic h  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e s e  p o in t s .

T A B L E  4 , 1, - - N u m b e r  a n d  p e r c e n ta g e s  of q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  r e tu r n e d  f r o m  
u n iv e r s i ty  and  c o l le g e  r e s p o n d e n ts

S u rv e y  Q u e s t io n n a i r e s N u m b e r P e r  C e n t

M a ile d 383 100%

R e tu rn e d 258 67%

N ot r e tu r n e d 125 33%

T o ta l s 383 100%

N o te , - - T h e  p e r c e n ta g e s  a r e  

R e s p o n d e n ts  and  n o n re s p o n d e n t

ro u n d e d  to  th e  n e a r e s t  w h o le  n u m b e r ,  

s c o m p a re d

K e r l in g e r  (1964) p la c e d  im p o r ta n c e  on th e  n e e d  to  l e a r n  m o r e  

a b o u t th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of th e  n o n re s p o n d e n ts .  T h e s e  f in d in g s  fo c u s  

on  and  c o m p a re  so m e  of t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  r e la t e d  to  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  

p r o g r a m s  a m o n g  th e  re s p o n d e n ts  and  th e  n o n re s p o n d e n ts .  T a b le  4 ,2  

(s e e  p , 4 0 )  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  n u m b e r  and  p e r  c e n t of p r o g r a m s  and  n o n 

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m s  id e n t i f ie d .
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E le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  do no t e x is t  

in  24 of th e  c o l le g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s  s tu d ie d . T h e  33 p e r  c e n t  n o n 

re s p o n s e  r e p r e s e n t s  125 c o l le g e s  an d  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  T h is  g ro u p  of n o n 

r e s p o n d e n ts  c o u ld  in c lu d e  a  p o r t io n  o f e i t h e r  n o n d i f f e r e n t ia te d  o r  no 

c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .  S o m e s ta te  C h ie f  G u id a n c e  O f f ic e r s  

su g g e s te d  th a t  th e y  d id  n o t h av e  u p d a te d  o r  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  l i s t s  o f 

c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .

T A B L E  4 . 2 .  - - N u m b e r  o f p r o g r a m s  id e n t i f ie d  an d  c o m p a re d  w ith  th e  
n u m b e r  a n d  p e r c e n ta g e  of r e s p o n d e n ts  an d  n o n r e s p o n d e n ts

P r o g r a m s  S u rv e y e d N u m b e r P e r c e n ta g e

R e s p o n d e n ts

R e s p o n d e n ts  r e p r e s e n t i n g  e l e m e n 
t a r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  
p r o g r a m s 234 61%

R e s p o n d e n ts  r e p r e s e n t i n g  g ra d u a te  
s c h o o ls  n o t h av in g  e l e m e n ta r y  
s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  
p r o g r a m s 24 6%

S u b to ta l 258 67%

N o n r e s p o n d e n ts

P r o g r a m s  s u rv e y e d  th a t  d id  no t 
r e tu r n  th e  m a i le d  q u e s t io n n a i r e 125 33%

3 83 100%

N o te . - - P e r c e n ta g e s  a r e  ro u n d e d  to  th e  n e a r e s t  w h o le  n u m b e r .

T h e  r e tu r n  of 67 p e r  c e n t ,  h o w e v e r , i s  c o n s id e r e d  s ig n if ic a n t ,  

a c c o rd in g  to  th e  g u id e l in e s  o f m a i l  s u r v e y  r e s e a r c h  ( K e r l in g e r ,  1964,
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p. 397):

M a il s u r v e y  r e tu r n s  of l e s s  t h a n  40 o r  50 p e r  c e n t  a r e  
c o m m o n . H ig h e r  p e r c e n ta g e s  a r e  r a r e r .  A t b e s t  th e  
r e s e a r c h e r  m u s t  c o n te n t h im s e l f  w ith  r e tu r n s  a s  low  
a s  50 o r  60 p e r  c e n t ,  , , . If m a i l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  a r e  
u s e d , e v e r y  e f f o r t  sh o u ld  be m a d e  t o ,  . , l e a r n  s o m e 
th in g  a b o u t th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f n o n r e s p o n d e n ts .

T h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  of th e  p o p u la tio n  s u rv e y e d  m a y  a c c o u n t  fo r  th e  

s ig n if ic a n t  n u m b e r  and  p e r c e n ta g e  of r e s p o n s e s .  T h e  a s s u m p t io n  co u ld  

b e  m a d e  th e n  th a t  th e  p o p u la tio n  s tu d ie d  in  th i s  s u r v e y  h a s  a  g r e a t e r  

t e n d e n c y  to  c o m p le te  an d  r e tu r n  q u e s t io n n a i r e s  w h ic h  r e l a t e  to  c o u n 

s e l in g  and th e  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o f e s s io n .

T h e r e  i s  a n o th e r  r e s e a r c h  a p p r o a c h  to  g a in in g  p e r s p e c t iv e  in  

s tu d y in g  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of th e  r e s p o n d e n t s  and  n o n re s p o n d e n ts .

T h e  q u e s t io n  is  a p p a r e n t  : Do th e  n o n re s p o n d e n ts  h a v e  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  s i m i l a r  to  th o s e  of th e  r e s p o n d e n t s ?  T h e  p r e s e n t  

s tu d y  a t te m p te d  to  a r r i v e  a t  an  a n s w e r  to  th a t  q u e s t io n . T h e r e f o r e ,  

it  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  to  s e l e c t  a  m e th o d  of e x a m in in g  th e  r e s p o n s e s  

r e la t in g  to  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and  to  g e n e r a l i z e  f r o m  th o s e  r e s p o n s e s  

to  th e  t o ta l  p o p u la t io n  of p r o g r a m s  s u r v e y e d .  T h e  m e th o d  of c h o ic e  

w a s  th e  in c lu s iv e  r a n g e .

T h e  u se  of th e  in c lu s iv e  r a n g e  i s  v a lid  a s  a  to o l  of m e a s u r e m e n t  

(G la s s  & S ta n le y , 1970), T h e  in c lu s iv e  ra n g e  is  u s e d  a s  a  m e a n s  by  

w h ic h  th e  in v e s t i g a to r  m a y  in f e r  f r o m  r e s p o n d e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  to  

t o t a l  g ro u p  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  a s  lo n g  a s  th e  g ro u p  s u rv e y e d  b e lo n g s  to
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t h e  s a m e  id e n t i f ie d  p o p u la tio n .

T h e  in c lu s iv e  ra n g e  of ±7 p e r  c e n t  w a s  s e l e c t e d  a s  a n  a r b i t r a r y  

m e a s u r e  o f v a r ia b i l i t y .  T h e  r a n g e , a s  a  m e a n s  of in f e r e n c e ,  i s  c o m in g  

m o r e  in to  r e s e a r c h  u s e ,  a c c o rd in g  to  K e r l in g e r  (1964), T h e  t o t a l  

p r o g r a m s  p r e p a r in g  e le m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  is  e s t im a te d  to  be 

w ith in  48 p r o g r a m s  of th e  e x a c t  n u m b e r .  T h e  e x a c t  e s t im a te  i s  m o d e r 

a te d  w ith  th e  u s e  of th e  ±7 p e r  c e n t in c lu s iv e  r a n g e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  e l e m e n 

t a r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  a r e  b e in g  p r e p a r e d  in  a s  few  a s  318 p r o g r a m s  

o r  a s  m a n y  a s  366 p r o g r a m s .  T h e  e s t im a te  of th e  p r o g r a m s  n o t p r e 

p a r in g  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  is  w ith in  th e  in c lu s iv e  ra n g e  of 

38 , 1 to  43 , 9 p r o g r a m s .  T h e s e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  i l lu s t r a t e d  in  T a b le  4 ,3  

(s e e  p , 42 ). T h e  a c tu a l  n u m b e r  is  c o n s id e r e d  to  b e  w ith in  th e  in c lu s iv e

T A B L E  4 , 3 ,  - - E s t i m a t e  of t o t a l  p r o g r a m s  in  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  d e p a r t 
m e n ts  h av in g  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  c o m p a re d  

w ith  an  e s t im a te  of n o n re s p o n d e n ts  h av in g  no e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l 
c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s

S c h o o l C o u n s e lo r
E d u c a t io n  P r o g r a m s  R e s p o n d e n ts  + N o n r e s p o n d e n ts  = T o ta l s

Q u e s t io n n a i r e s  m a i le d 254 + 129 383

P r o g r a m s  p r e p a r in g  
e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l 
c o u n s e lo r s 234 + (1 0 1 -1 1 5 ) = (3 1 8 -3 6 6 )

P r o g r a m s  not p r e p a r in g  
e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l 
c o u n s e lo r s 20 + (19, 5 - 2 2 ,5 ) =(38 . 1 -4 3 . <

iNUue .  - - x i i e  i i i u i u o i v c  x a t i ^ c  vx ac r y c x  uciXL xa u a c u  LU cuxx i

w ith in  w h ic h  th e  a c tu a l  n u m b e r  is  e s t im a te d  to  b e  lo c a te d .
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S u m m a ry  of r e s p o n d e n t  and  n o n re s p o n d e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

S u rv e y  q u e s t io n n a i r e s  w e re  m a i le d  to  383 c o l le g e s  a n d  u n i v e r 

s i t i e s ,  R e tu r n s  w e r e  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  258 r e s p o n d e n t s .  E le m e n ta r y  

s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  w e r e  b e in g  t r a in e d  o r  p r e p a r e d  in  2 34  id e n tif ie d  

p r o g r a m s ,  b u t 24 in d ic a te d  th e y  d id  not h av e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n 

s e l o r  e d u c a tio n  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  e s t im a te  of th e  n o n re s p o n d e n t  and  

to t a l  g ro u p  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w a s  m o d e r a te d  by  u s e  of th e  ±7 p e r  c e n t 

in c lu s iv e  r a n g e ,  w i th in  w h ic h  th e  a c tu a l  n u m b e r  i s  c o n s id e r e d  o r  

e s t im a te d  to  be lo c a te d . T h e  n o n re s p o n d e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of d i f 

f e r e n t i a t i o n  a r e  e s t im a te d  to  b e  l ik e  th o s e  of th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  w ith in  

th e  in c lu s iv e  ra n g e  of ±7 p e r  c e n t .

C o m p a r is o n  o f A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  f o r  th e  P r e p a r a t i o n  o f 
E le m e n ta r y  S c h o o l C o u n s e lo r s  w ith  N a tio n a l  S u rv e y  

S tu d ie s  (H ill, 1 9 6 0 -1 9 7 2 ; W e h r ly , 1969) an d  th e  
P r e s e n t  N a tio n a l  S u rv e y

F a u s t  (1 9 6 8 a , 1968b) n o te d  th a t  th e  n e e d s  o f e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l 

c h i ld r e n  and  s ta f f  sh o u ld  be  m e t  by g u id a n c e  s p e c i a l i s t s  w ho w e r e  m o re  

th a n  t r a n s p la n te d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s .  C o u n s e lo r s  sh o u ld  

w o r k  in  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l m i l ie u  w ith  d i f f e r e n t ,  e f fe c t iv e  t e c h 

n iq u e s  an d  a p p r o a c h e s .  C h a n g e s  in  c o u n s e lo r  t r a in in g ,  p h ilo so p h y , 

a n d  p r a c t i c e s  d u r in g  th e  1 9 6 0 's w e r e  r e p o r t e d  by  C o tt in g h a m  (1966), 

G r e e n  e t  a l ,  ( I9 6 0 , 1964, 1968), M o o re  (1969), and  P a t t e r s o n  (1 9 6 9 ). 

M o re  r e c e n t ly  M o rg a n  (1 9 7 4 , p . 286) w r o te ;
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If c o u n s e lo r s  r e f u s e  to  b e c o m e  t r u e  h e lp e r s  in  th e  very- 
n e a r  f u tu r e ,  th e y  m a y  fin d  th e m s e lv e s  p e r f o r m in g  e v e n  
g r e a t e r  n u m b e r s  of u n p r o f e s s io n a l  fu n c tio n s  th a n  th e y  
a l r e a d y  c o m p la in  a b o u t and  o th e r  in d iv id u a ls  p e r f o r m in g  
th e  c o u n s e lo r  s e r v ic e s  th a t  c o u n s e lo r s  h a v e  th e  p o te n t ia l  
o f p e r f o r m in g .

S o m e e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  h a v e  b e e n  e l im in a te d  in

s o m e  s c h o o ls  and  r e p la c e d  w ith  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s .  F u n d in g  is  a  r e p o r t e d

f a c to r  in  s o m e  s i tu a t io n s .  W h e th e r  th e y  a r e  b e t t e r  eq u ip p e d  to  s e r v e

th e  n e e d s  of c h i ld r e n  an d  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s  is  d e b a ta b le .  M o rg a n  (1974,

p p . 2 8 6 -2 8 7 ) c o n tin u e d  th e  w a rn in g :

S ch o o l c o u n s e lo r s ,  f o r  th e  l a s t  y e a r s  a t  l e a s t ,  h av e  b e e n  
e n c o u ra g e d  . . .  to  b e c o m e  c h a n g e  a g e n ts  t h a t  f u t u r i s t s  
f e e l  th e y  m u s t  b e c o m e . . . . (C o u n s e lo r s  m u s t)  s to p  
fe e l in g  s o r r y  f o r  t h e m s e lv e s  and  b e g in  t o .  . . a c c e p t  
t h e i r  r o l e  a s  p r o f e s s io n a l  c o u n s e lo r s ,  th a t  th e y  w r i te  t h e i r  
ow n jo b  d e s c r ip t io n s ,  th a t  th e y  r e o r d e r  t h e i r  ow n p r i o r i t i e s  
so  th a t  th e  h e lp in g  c o m e s  f i r s t  on  t h e i r  l i s t  (of p r i o r i t i e s ) .
. . . T h e  a l t e r n a t i v e - - m a i n ta in i n g  th e  s t a tu s  q u o - - .  . . 
w o u ld  s e e m  to  . . . m a k e  th e m  u s e l e s s  to  a  l a r g e  p o r tio n  
of t h e i r  c l i e n t e le .

C h a n g e s  c o n tin u e d  w h ic h  e x c lu d e  l e s s  e f f ic ie n t  fu n c tio n s  of 

t r a d i t i o n a l  c o u n s e lo r  r o l e s  in  f a v o r  of fu n c tio n a l  m e th o d s  and  te c h n iq u e s  

w h ic h  p ro d u c e  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c h a n g e s  in  c h i ld r e n .  H ill  ( I9 6 0 , 1964, 

1 9 6 8 , 19 7 2 ) and W e h r ly  (1969) no ted  a  g ro w in g  n u m b e r  of p r o g r a m s  of 

d i f f e r e n t ia te d  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  a t  th e  

m a s t e r s  d e g r e e  l e v e l .  T h e y  id e n t i f ie d  a s  m a n y  a s  225 p r o g r a m s  

s p e c if ic a l ly  d e s ig n e d  f o r  th e  p r e p a r a t io n  of e f fe c t iv e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l 

c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  a t  th e  m a s t e r s  d e g r e e  le v e l .

A  p o r t io n  o f th e  p r e s e n t  in v e s t ig a t io n  w a s  d e s ig n e d  to  c o m p a r e
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f in d in g s  w ith  th e  H ill  s tu d y  (1972) an d  th e  W e h rly  s tu d y  (1 969). T h e  

p a r t s  o f th o s e  s tu d ie s  w h ic h  w e re  r e p l i c a t e d  a r e :  (a) id e n t i f ic a tio n  of 

t h e  n u m b e rs  of d i f f e r e n t ia te d  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  

p r o g r a m s ;  (b) t i t l e s  and  f r e q u e n c y  of r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s  an d  s u p e r v is e d  

l e a r n in g  e x p e r i e n c e s ;  and  (c) e le c t iv e  l e a r n in g  e x p e r i e n c e s .  T h e  

p r e s e n t  s tu d y  i s  d e s ig n e d  to  in v e s t ig a te  f iv e  a d d i t io n a l  f a c t o r s .  T h ey  

a r e :  (a) c h a n g e s  and  e m e r g in g  t r e n d s  in  k in d s  of p r o g r a m s ;  (b) th e  

r a t i o n a le  an d  in f lu e n c in g  f a c t o r s  in  p r o g r a m  c h a n g e ; (c) th e  r o l e  a n d  

fu n c tio n  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r  a s  p e r c e iv e d  by th e  

r e s p o n d e n t s ;  (d) th e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  p e r c e iv e d  r o le  an d  f u n c 

t io n  of th e  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  and  th e  p r o f e s s io n a l  p r e p a r a 

t io n  e x p e r i e n c e s  p r o v id e d  to  m e e t  th e  e x p e c ta t io n s  of th a t  r o le ;  and

(e) a d m in i s t r a t i v e  d i f f e r e n t ia t io n  in  p o l ic ie s  and  p r o c e d u r e s ,  if an y , 

b e tw e e n  p r o g r a m s  of p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  

and  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s .

T h e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f r e s p o n d e n ts  in  th e  H o llis  and  W a n tz  s tu d y  

(1971) an d  th e  H ill s tu d y  (1972) w a s  g r e a t e r  th a n  th e  p e r  c e n t  of r e s p o n 

d e n ts  in  th e  W e h r ly  s tu d y  (1969) an d  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y . T h e  i n f o r m a 

t io n  c o n ta in e d  in  T a b le  4 .4  sh o w s th e  p e r  c e n t o f r e tu r n s  f r o m  th e  

q u e s t io n n a i r e  s u r v e y s  and  th e  n u m b e rs  of d i f f e r e n t ia te d  e l e m e n ta r y  

s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  id e n t i f ie d .

T h e  m e th o d s  an d  d e s ig n  of th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  w e r e  m o r e  l ik e  

t h o s e  o f th e  W e h r ly  s tu d y  (1969) th a n  th o s e  of th e  H ill  s tu d y  (1 972).
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T A B L E  4.4, --National mail survey studies of elementary school coun
selor education programs at the masters degree level

Percentage 
and number

Wehrly
(1969)

Hollis and 
Wantz (1971)

Hill
(1972)

Present
Study

Percentage of 
questionnaires 
returned

71. 8% 90. 0% 88. 5% 67.4%

Number of programs 
identified 225 70 127 234

Both Wehrly and the present study used addresses provided by state 

departments of education. The Wehrly addresses included some obtained 

from the USOE directories of N D E A  institutes preparing elementary 

school counselors. (The United States Office of Education published 

directories which were funded by the National Defense Education Act. ) 

The present study used lists provided by departments of education in 

the United States, its territories, and the District of Columbia. The 

studies conducted by Hill (1972) and by Hollis and Wantz (1971) were 

designed to use the addresses of programs identified in the Hollis 

and Wantz directory (1971).

The significance of the present study is to be found in the 

growing demand for differentiated courses by graduate students and 

the profession. Important to the significance is the growth in numbers 

of programs and the kinds of learning experiences that were revealed 

to be differentiated.
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The A C E S / A P G A  Standards comparisons

The A C E S  Standards (1968) recommended that certain courses 

in individual guidance techniques and practices be taught in separate 

sections for elementary school counseling students. The elementary 

guidance role was described and defended by Ciavarella (1973, pp. 384- 

385):

Eli Ginzberg levels abrasive charges against the elementary 
school guidance movement, ... An economist writing a 
book on career guidance is about as valid as a school coun
selor writing one called Manpower Advice; Who Needs It,
Who Provides It, Who Can Improve It? , . , Contrary to 
what Ginzberg believes, we do need guidance services in 
the elementary school and we need them now.

Counselors should provide developmental services and must be 

educated in programs that provide specific training in the following 

areas, according to Dinkmeyer (1973, p, 192):

1. Consulting with teachers individually and in groups,

2. Consulting with parents individually and in groups,

3. Counseling theoiy process , , , adapted , , , to 
children,

4. Classroom guidance procedures for effective educa
tion with large groups,

5. Learning and human motivation theory that can be 
directly translated into the educational setting,

6. Behavior modification and motivation modification 
and procedures for training teachers in these 
processes,

7. Effective procedures for working with administrators 
and the total system.
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It seems logical that university programs which do not 
provide this training would not be accredited to train 
elementary school counselors. , , . (It) has considera
ble implications for , . . ACES, because it will entail 
a commitment and involvement of their members.

The following recommendations are that counselor training

programs for elementary school counselors provide separate and

specific learning experiences in three areas, according to the ACES/

A P G A  Standards (1971, pp. 3-4):

a. Information regarding the
1. organization of elementary school.
2. school curriculum.
3. philosophy and sociology of schools.

b. Behavior sciences information in
1. child growth and development.
2. personality dynamics.
3. dynamics of family living.
4. group dynamics.
5. theories of learning.

c. Professional studies in elementary school counseling in
1. counseling theories and techniques.
2. group procedures in guidance and counseling.
3. professional identification, the profession and its 

ethics.
4. role definition.
5. the consultation process.
6. individual appraisal.
7. vocational developmental theory.
8. research skills.

The A C E S / A P G A  Standards (1971, p. 4) recommended three

professional training areas. The following items relate to sequenced

supervised experiences:

a. Laboratory experiences are provided. Close super
vision is the responsibility of a qualified senior faculty
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staff member of prospective elementary school coun
selors in activities related to the total guidance pro
gram, They are appropriate to the counseling student's

b. Practicum field experiences should provide growth 
experiences over a period of time in the following 
activities:
1. Consultation with teachers individually and in 

groups.
2. Consultation with parents individually and in 

groups,
3. Counseling in small groups.

Field placements and/or internships were differentiated in the 

AC E S  recommendation. On-the-job-experience should be part of the 

professioucil preparation of the elementary school counselor. The 

experience must be under the supervision of well-qualified faculty who 

visit the site for supervision purposes from time to time as well as 

an on-site qualified elementary school counselor supervisor.

All the Dinkmeyer (1973) elementary training program sugges

tions, except his last two, were contained in the ACES Standards (1968) 

recommendations. The ACES Standards for the Preparation of Coun

selors and Other Personnel Services Specialists (1973, p, 1) were 

efforts to draw together all the strengths of the previously published 

standards :

The standards reflect current thinking concerning the 
preparation of counselors and other personnel services 
specialists and combine the three existing statements on 
counselor preparation previously adopted by the AC E S  
membership.

One objective of this investigation was to evaluate the current
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practices in elementary school counselor education programs with 

respect to the A C E S / A P G A  standards and the recent published related 

literature of writers in the field. The A C E S  Standards (1973, p. 10) 

included the concept that the internship is a post-practicum-experience 

that provides actual on-the-job-experience and should be given central 

importance for each student. It should include all activities that a 

regularly employed counselor staff member would be expected to 

perform.

Required courses compared in descending rank order

The courses required by training departments or programs that 

were differentiated for elementary school counselors were listed in 

descending ordinal priority. They were listed from the highest n u m 

ber of most frequently required courses to the least frequently required 

courses. Some of the learning experiences were included as topics or 

units of study within courses required in the programs of preparation.

Wehrly (1969) identified 32 courses that were especially planned 

for elementary school counselor preparation programs. In the present 

study, 27 differentiated courses were identified for elementary school 

counselor preparation programs. Table 4.5 (see pp. 51-52) includes a 

list of those courses in descending rank order and shows a comparison 

in number and per cent with findings reported by Hill (1972) and Wehrly 

(1969). In this study respondents representing 25 per cent or more
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T A B L E  4,5. --List of required courses specifically designed for masters level elementary school 
counselor programs of preparation obtained in the present study compared with Hill (1972) and

W eh rly  (1969)

Required Courses of Study Wehrly (1969) 
No. %

Hill (1972) 
No. %

Present Study 
No. %

1. Counseling theory and practice 122 54% 56 34% 203 87%
2. Group procedures 58 26% 36 2 1% 162 69%
3. Individual appraisal 87 39% 50 31% 155 67%
4, Research skills 52 23% 48 29% 152 65%
5. Supervised laboratory experience 170 76% 137 84% 140 60%
6 . Field placement - 125 53%
7. Vocational or career development theory 51 23% 47 24% 120 51%
8 . Child growth and development 53 24% - - 120 51%
9. Group dynamics 58 2 6 % - - 92 39%
10, Consultation practicum with teachers "a" 7 3% 50 31% 91 39%
11, Internship supervised experience 49 2 2 % - - 79 34%
12, Counseling in small groups 54 33% 78 34%
13. Role definition "b" 69 30% 85 52% 74 32%
14. Consultation practicum with parents "a" 6 3% 50 31% 63 27%
15. Personality theory 22 1 0% 63 27%
16. Learning theory 33 15% 54 23%
17, Elementary school curriculum 43 19% 39 17%
18, Survey of exceptional childhood disorders 49 2 2 % 32 14%
19. Learning disabilities 21 9% 25 1 1%
20. Paid internships - - 23 1 0%
21. Sociology of schools 30 13% - - 22 9%
22. Psychological disorders of childhood 49 2 2% - - 18 8%



TA B L E  4, 5 (Continued)

Required Courses of Study Wehrly (1 9 6 9 )  
No. %

Hill (1972) 
No. %

Present Study 
No. %

23. Organizational influence (administrative) 42 19% 17 7%
24. Professional identification and ethics "a" 42 19% 50 31% 15 6%
25.. Dynamics of family living 6 3% - - 12 5%
26. Philosophy of elementary schooling 8 4% - - 11 5%
27. History and purpose of elementary schools 1 1% 11 5%

Note. --Courses are listed in descending rank order of frequency required among respondents.
Per cent is rounded to the nearest whole number.

^May be included in the course known as "Noncounseling guidance practicum in elementary schools, 
according to Hill (1972).

^May be similar to the course known as "Introduction to or foundations in elementary school 
guidance, " according to Hill (1972).
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programs identified 14 required courses, whereas Hill (1972) identi

fied nine such courses and Wehrly (1969) identified seven such courses. 

Did the courses identified by the Flill study (1 972) represent the same 

as those identified among the 14 courses in this study that were required 

by 25 per cent or more of the respondents? Where a question existed, 

the course data were indicated with the symbol "a" or "b . " Explanation 

references are in footnotes in Table 4. 5.

Specific required courses found among those of highest priority 

were listed in descending rank order in Table 2.2 (see p. 11) and Table 

4.6 (see p. 54). Some of the course content (Green et al. , 1968) may be 

considered within courses among those found to be lower in priority 

in the recent studies, including the present study.

The course. Individual Appraisal, appeared high in priority 

among three of the four studies in Table 4,6. Other related learning 

experiences may have been subsumed under such titles as Individual 

Testing, Psychometrics, Educational Testing, and Research Skills.

They maintained a high priority among respondents in all four studies.

Group theory and procedures and group practicum course 

experiences appeared in the three latest studies reported in Table 4. 6. 

The counselor is often confronted with deciding what to do with a group 

of children. He needs to consider the children's ages, the sex composi

tion of the group, the length and frequency of meetings, the group size, 

goals, and appropriate group approaches (Keat, 1974b). Group
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T A B L E  4 , 6 . - - S p e c i f ic  c o u r s e s  f o r  t h e  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r  l i s t e d  in  p r i o r i t y  o r d e r  o f 
r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s ,  a s  r e f l e c te d  in  fo u r  n a t io n a l  s tu d ie s ,  1 9 6 0 -1 9 7 4 , in c lu s iv e

G r e e n  e t  a l .  (I9 6 0 ) W e h r ly  (1969) H ill  (1972) P r e s e n t  S tudy

i 1. T e c h n iq u e s  of 1. G u id a n c e  and 1. C o u n s e lin g  p r a c  1. C o u n s e lin g  th e o r y

1 c o u n s e lin g c o u n s e lin g t ic u m  w ith  c h i ld r e n an d  te c h n iq u e s
2. In d iv id u a l m e n ta l p r a c t i c u m 2. I n tro d u c t io n  to  o r 2 . G ro u p  p r o c e d u r e s

1 t e s t in g 2 . G u id a n c e  in  th e fo u n d a tio n  of 3 . In d iv id u a l a p p r a i s a l

I 3. P r i n c i p l e s  of e le m e n ta r y e l e m e n ta r y  g u i  4 . R e s e a r c h  s k i l l s

I g u id a n c e s c h o o ls d a n c e  an d  c o u n - 5 . S u p e rv is e d  l a b o r a 
4 . M e n ta l  h y g ien e 3 . In d iv id u a l to r y  e x p e r ie n c e

i 5. T e s t s  an d  m e a  a p p r a i s a l 3. C o u n s e lin g  th e o r y 6. F ie ld  p la c e m e n t

g- s u r e m e n t s 4 . P r i n c i p l e s  of 4. P r a c t i c u m  in  g ro u p 7. V o c a t io n a l  o r
6. P s y c h o lo g y  of g u id a n c e w o r k  w ith  c h i ld r e n c a r e e r  d e v e lo p m e n t

1 e x c e p t io n a l 5. In tro d u c t io n  to 5. N o n c o u n s e lin g  g u i 
1 c h i ld r e n g u id a n c e d a n c e  p r a c t i c u m  in 8. C h ild  g ro w th  and

a 7. S e m in a r  in 6. P s y c h o m e t r i c s th e  e l e m e n ta r y d e v e lo p m e n t

I' g u id a n c e 7 . G ro u p  p r a c t i c u m sc h o o ls 9 . G ro u p  d y n a m ic s
8. A n a ly s is  of th e in  e l e m e n ta r y 6. In d iv id u a l a p p r a i s a l 10. C o n s u lt in g  p r a c 

1 in d iv id u a l s c h o o l g u id a n c e of e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l t i c u m  w ith  t e a c h e r s

1 9. P r a c t i c u m  in c h i ld r e n ,  n o n te s t in g
a. c o u n s e lin g 7. P s y c h o lo g ic a l  t e s t i n g

1 10. O r g a n iz a t io n  and of c h i ld r e n
1 a d m in i s t r a t i o n  of 8. E d u c a t io n a l  t e s t in g

g u id a n c e of c h i ld r e n

1 9. G ro u p  w o r k  th e o r y
f o r  w o r k  w ith  e l e m e n 

i' t a r y  s c h o o l c h i ld r e n



c o u n s e lin g  i s  in c r e a s in g ly  b e in g  p r e f e r r e d  to  in d iv id u a l c o u n s e lin g . 

F a u s t  (1968) s u p p o r te d  g ro u p  c o u n s e lin g . It s a v e s  th e  c o u n s e lo r 's  

t im e .  C h ild r e n  l e a r n  an d  u n le a r n  u n a c c e p ta b le  b e h a v io r s  in  g ro u p s .

F ie ld  P la c e m e n t ,  V o c a t io n a l  o r  C a r e e r  D e v e lo p m e n t T h e o r y , 

and  C o n s u lt in g  P r a c t i c u m  w ith  t e a c h e r s  w e re  fo u n d  to  a p p e a r  f o r  th e  

f i r s t  t im e  am o n g  th e  te n  m o s t  f r e q u e n t ly  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s .  T he 

A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  (1971) r e c o m m e n d e d  th a t  s u p e r v is e d  e x p e r ie n c e s  

sh o u ld  be in  r e a l i s t i c  p r a c t i c a l  s e t t in g s  in  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l.

T h e  m o s t  s ig n if ic a n t  c o n s u l t in g  r e la t io n s h ip s  w e r e  w ith  sc h o o l 

p e o p le . T h e y  fo c u s  up o n  th e  s c h o o l l e a r n in g  e n v iro n m e n t  (F a u s t ,  1968; 

F u l l m e r  & B e r n a r d ,  1972). C o n s u lt in g  w ith  p a r e n t s  is  s e c o n d a ry  in  

e f f e c t iv e n e s s  to  c o n s u l t in g  w ith  s c h o o l  p e r s o n n e l  and  p u p i ls .  C o n s u l

t a t i o n  p r o m o te s  e f fe c t iv e  h u m a n  r e la t io n s  th a t  a r e  c o n d u c iv e  to  o p tim u m  

le a r n in g .  In th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y , 3 9 p e r  c e n t of th e  p r o g r a m s  o r  d e p a r t 

m e n ts  r e q u i r e  a  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r a c t i c u m  w ith  t e a c h e r s  and  27 p e r  c e n t  

o f  th e  p r o g r a m s  o r  d e p a r tm e n t s  r e q u i r e  a  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r a c t i c u m  w ith  

p a r e n t s .

A f ie ld  p la c e z n e n t in  c o n s u l t in g  is  d e s c r ib e d  a s  an  e x p e r ie n c e  

in  w h ic h  th e  c o u n s e lo r  d e v e lo p s  c o n s u l ta t io n  s k i l l s  u n d e r  s u p e r v is io n .

A g ro w in g  n u m b e r  of d e p a r tm e n t s  o r  p r o g r a m s  te n d  to  r e f l e c t  th e  

A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  (1971) re c o m m e n d a t io n s  in  r e q u ir in g  f ie ld  

p la c e m e n t  e x p e r ie n c e s .

T h e r e  i s  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s  in  V o c a tio n a l o r
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C a r e e r  D e v e lo p m e n t T h e o r y , W e h rly  (1969) found  th a t  23 p e r  c e n t  of 

th e  p r o g r a m s  o ff e re d  a  c o u r s e  in  V o c a t io n a l  o r  C a r e e r  D e v e lo p m e n t 

T h e o r y  e s p e c ia l ly  d e s ig n e d  fo r  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r .  N e a r ly  

a  t h i r d  of th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  in  th e  H ill s tu d y  (1972) r e p o r t e d  th e y  o f f e re d  

a  c o u r s e  in  V o c a tio n a l o r  C a r e e r  D e v e lo p m e n t T h e o r y  f o r  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  

s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r .  It w a s  a  r e q u ir e d  c o u r s e  in  5 1 p e r  c e n t of th e  d e p a r t 

m e n ts  o r  p r o g r a m s ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y . A n a d d i t io n a l  15 

p e r  c e n t of th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  in  th i s  s tu d y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  d e p a r tm e n ts  

o r  p r o g r a m s  p ro v id e d  th e  c o u r s e  a s  an  e le c t i v e  f o r  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l 

c o u n s e lo r s .  A n o th e r  33 p e r  c e n t of th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  r e p o r t e d  th a t  a 

u n it in  C a r e e r  D e v e lo p m e n t T h e o r y  w a s r e q u ir e d  o r  e l e c t i v e  w ith in  a 

c o u r s e  of s tu d y  e s p e c ia l ly  d e s ig n e d  fo r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s .

A to ta l  of 155 re s p o n d e n ts  r e p o r te d  th a t  t h e i r  d e p a r tm e n t s  o r  

p r o g r a m s  o f f e re d  p r o f e s s io n a l  V o c a tio n a l o r  C a r e e r  D e v e lo p m e n t T h e o r y  

s tu d ie s  (A CES, 1968, pp . 3 -4 )  a s  an  e le c t iv e  o r  a  r e q u i r e m e n t  u t i liz in g  

m a t e r i a l s  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r 's  t r a in in g .  A d d i

t io n a l ly ,  68 r e s p o n d e n ts  r e p o r t e d  th a t  t h e i r  d e p a r tm e n t s  o r  p r o g r a m s  

r e q u i r e d  o r  o f f e re d  th e  to p ic s  by  th e  s a m e  t i t l e s  a s  u n its  w ith in  a 

c o u r s e .  T h e  th e o r y  an d  a p p r o p r i a t e  m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  d e s ig n e d  f o r  th e  

e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r .  T h e s e  f in d in g s  r e v e a le d  th a t  223 d e p a r t 

m e n ts  o r  p r o g r a m s  a t te m p te d  to  p ro v id e  V o c a t io n a l  o r  C a r e e r  D e v e lo p 

m e n t  T h e o r y  w ith  t r a in in g  e s p e c ia l ly  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  in  s o m e  w ay  f o r  

e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s .
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C a r e e r  g u id a n c e  a p p l ie s  to  a l l  p u p i l s .  C a r e e r  e d u c a t io n  i s  c o n 

t in u o u s  and  sh o u ld  be  s e q u e n t ia l  f r o m  k in d e r g a r t e n  th ro u g h  a d u l t  l i f e .

T h is  c o n c e p t w a s  d e v e lo p e d  by th e  C a l i f o r n ia  P e r s o n n e l  an d  G u id a n c e  

T a s k  F o r c e  (C u n h a, 1972). It i s  t y p ic a l  o f th e  v ie w s  p u b lish e d  by 

s e v e r a l  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a to r s .

G ro w th  in  a v e r a g e  n u m b e r  of d i f f e r e n t ia te d  c o u r s e s

T h e  W e h rly  s tu d y  (1969) id e n t i f ie d  a n  a v e r a g e  of f iv e  c o u r s e s  

s p e c if ic a l ly  d e s ig n e d  a n d  r e q u ir e d  f o r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  

p r e p a r a t io n .  A n a v e r a g e  o f fo u r  s u c h  c o u r s e s  w a s  id e n t i f ie d  b y  H ill 

(1972), w h e r e a s  an  a v e r a g e  of s e v e n  s u c h  c o u r s e s  w a s  id e n t i f ie d  in  

th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y . T h e  c o m p a r i s o n  of th e s e  f in d in g s  is  sh o w n  in  T a b le

4 . 7 ( s e e  p . 5 8 ).

T h e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  (1971, p. 3) f o r  T h e  P r e p a r a t i o n  

o f E le m e n ta r y  S ch o o l C o u n s e lo r s  p r e s c r i b e d  a p r o g r a m  of s tu d ie s  

s u g g e s t io n :

I n f o rm a t io n  on  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  s e t t in g  is  p ro v id e d  c o n 
c e r n in g  th e  p u r p o s e s  an d  o r g a n iz a t io n  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  
s c h o o l, s c h o o l c u r r i c u l u m ,  p h i lo so p h y , an d  s o c io lo g y  
of s c h o o l.

R e s p o n d e n ts  w ho r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  p r o g r a m s  th e y  r e p r e s e n te d  r e q u ir e d  

c o u r s e s  in  p u r p o s e s  and  o r g a n iz a t io n  of e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l, sc h o o l 

c u r r i c u lu m , p h ilo so p h y , an d  s o c io lo g y  of s c h o o ls  h a v e  show n  a  s l ig h t  

d e c r e a s e  f r o m  th e  f in d in g s  r e p o r t e d  by  W e h r ly  (1 9 6 9 ). H o w e v e r , th e
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T A B L E  4 , 7, -  - A v e ra g e  n u m b e r  o f d i f f e r e n t ia te d  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s  
c o m p a r e d  w ith  th e  W e h rly  (1969). H il l  (1972), a n d  p r e s e n t  s tu d ie s

D if f e r e n t ia te d  S tu d ie s  W e h r ly  H ill  P r e s e n t  S tudy
_________________________________________(1969) (1972) (1974)

N u m b e r  o f p r o g r a m s  
id e n t i f ie d  225 163 234

A v e ra g e  n u m b e r  of 
d i f f e r e n t ia te d  5 4 7
r e q u ir e d  c o u r s e s

r e s p o n d e n ts  w ho r e p o r t e d  th e  c o u r s e s  a s  r e q u i r e d  o r  r e c o m m e n d e d  a s  

e l e c t i v e s  show  a  29 p e r  c e n t  i n c r e a s e  a s  r e p o r t e d  in  T a b le  4 ,8 .  T h e 

r e s u l t s  in d ic a te  an  e f f o r t  to  im p le m e n t  th e  A C E S /A P G A  r e c o m m e n d a 

t io n s  in  th e  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .

T A B L E  4 . 8. - - C o u r s e s  r e la t e d  to  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  s e t t i n g  and  r e c o m m e n d e d  
by  th e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a r d s  (1971) c o m p a re d  w ith  th e  f in d in g s  of th e  

W e h r ly  S tudy  (1969) an d  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y

T i t le  of C o u r s e s  R e c o m m e n d e d
b y  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  (1971) W e h r ly  (1969) P r e s e n t  S tudy
in  S E C T IO N  II : B . l . a .  C o u r s e s
R e q u i r e d  a n d / o r  E le c tiv e  N o. % N o. %

E le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c u r r i c u lu m 43 19% 106 48%

S o c io lo g y  of s c h o o ls 30 13% 86 37%

O r g a n iz a t io n a l  in f lu e n c e s 42 19% 86 37%

P h ilo s o p h y  of e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o lin g 8 4% 88 38%

T h e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  (1971 , p. 3) s t a t e d :

W o rk  f r o m  th e  b e h a v io r a l  s c ie n c e s  i s  p ro v id e d  in  ch ild

R eproduced  with perm ission of the  copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout perm ission.



g ro w th  and  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  p e r s o n a l i ty  d y n a m ic s  and  
th e o r i e s ,  d y n a m ic s  of f a m ily  l iv in g , g ro u p  d y n a m ic s ,  and 
th e o r i e s  of l e a r n in g .

An i n c r e a s e  in  th e  n u m b e r s  o f c o u r s e s  r e q u i r e d  in  th e  b e h a v io r a l  

s c i e n c e s  i s  r e v e a l e d  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y . T h e  d a ta  a n a ly s i s  w a s  m a d e  

w ith  th e  f in d in g s  of th e  W e h r ly  s tu d y  (1969). T h is  i n c r e a s e  d e m o n 

s t r a t e s  c o n s id e r a b l e  e f f o r t  in  th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  an d  c o l le g e s  s tu d ie d  

to  im p le m e n t  th e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  (1971) r e c o m m e n d e d  in  th e  

b e h a v io r a l  s c i e n c e s .  T a b le  4. 9 i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  c o m p a r a t iv e  g ro w th  

in  th e  n u m b e r s  of b e h a v io r a l  s c ie n c e  c o u r s e s  p ro v id e d .

T A B L E  4 . 9. - - C o u r s e s  r e la t e d  to  th e  b e h a v io r a l  s c ie n c e s  and  r e c o m 
m e n d e d  by  th e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  (1971) c o m p a re d  w ith  th e  f in d in g s  

in  th e  W e h r ly  S tu d y  (1969) and  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y

T i t le  of c o u r s e s  r e c o m m e n d e d  by 
A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  (1971) in  
S E C T IO N  II: B . l . b .  C o u r s e s  
R e q u i r e d  a n d / o r  E le c t iv e

W e h rly  (1969) 

N o. %

P r e s e n t S tudy

%

C h ild  g ro w th  and  d e v e lo p m e n t 53 24% 194 83%

P e r s o n a l i t y  th e o r y 22 10% 167 71%

D y n a m ic s  o f fa m i ly  l iv in g 6 3% 90 38%

G r o u p  d y n a m ic s  ( th e o ry ) 58 26% 169 72%

L e a r n in g  th e o r y 33 15% 157 67%

T h e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  (1971, p. 4) r e c o m m e n d  th a t  a 

p r o g r a m  of s tu d ie s  sh o u ld  in c lu d e  a  m in im u m  of e ig h t c o u r s e s  in  i t s  

p r o f e s s io n a l  s tu d ie s  a s  f o l lo w s ;

1. C o u n s e lin g  t h e o r i e s  a n d  t e c h n iq u e s .
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2. G ro u p  p r o c e d u r e s  in  g u id a n c e  a n d  c o u n s e lin g .

3 . P r o f e s s i o n a l  id e n t i f ic a tio n , th e  p r o f e s s io n  and  
i t s  e th ic s .

4 . R o le  id e n t i f ic a tio n , p r o g r a m  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  and  
c o o r d in a t io n  of e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l s e r v i c e s ,

5. T h e  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e s s .

6. In d iv id u a l a p p r a i s a l ,

7. V o c a t io n a l  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  th e o r y ,  w ith  th e  u se  of 
a p p r o p r i a t e  m a t e r i a l s  fo r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c h i ld r e n .

8. R e s e a r c h  s k i l l s  to  e n a b le  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n 
s e lo r  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  r e le v a n t  r e s e a r c h  and  to  
a p p r a i s e  th e  o u tc o m e s  of h is  s e r v i c e s .

T h e  s ta n d a r d s  u s e d  in  th i s  s tu d y  w e r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  s a m e  a s  

th o s e  u s e d  in  th e  W e h r ly  s tu d y  (1969). T h e y  w e re  know n th e n  a s  A C E S  

S ta n d a rd s  f o r  t h e  P r e p a r a t i o n  o f E le m e n ta r y  S ch o o l C o u n s e lo r  E d u c a 

t io n  P r o g r a m s  (1968). T h e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  u s e d  th e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n 

d a r d s  (1971). T h e r e  w a s  e v id e n c e  th a t  th e  p r o g r a m s  r e p r e s e n te d  by 

th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  h av e  b e e n  d e v e lo p e d  to  r e f l e c t  

c o m p lia n c e  to  th e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  of th e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  

(1968 , 1971) in  th e  p r o f e s s io n a l  s tu d ie s  p o r t io n  o f th e  s t a n d a r d s .

A n in c r e a s e  in  t h e  n u m b e r  a n d  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  d e p a r tm e n t s  o r  

p r o g r a m s  w h ic h  p ro v id e  th e s e  p r o f e s s io n a l  c o u r s e s  is  sh o w n  in  th i s  

s tu d y  b e y o n d  th o s e  r e p o r t e d  by  th e  W e h rly  s tu d y  (1 969). T h e  o n ly  

e x c e p t io n s  a r e  fo u n d  in  i t e m s  t h r e e  an d  f o u r  of th e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s .  

R o le  d e f in i t io n  in c r e a s e d  on ly  2 p e r  c e n t an d  p r o f e s s io n a l  id e n t i f ic a tio n  

i s  p ro v id e d  in  13 p e r  c e n t l e s s  of th e  p r o g r a m s  r e p o r t e d .  H o w e v e r , th e

R eproduced  with perm ission of the  copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout perm ission.



r e p o r t  i s  no t a s  s e r io u s  a s  th e  f i g u r e s  in d ic a te .  R e f e r  to  T a b le  4 .1 0  

(s e e  p . 62 ),

R o le  d e f in i t io n . R o le  d e f in i t io n ,  p r o g r a m  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  a n d  

c o o r d in a t io n  of g u id a n c e  s e r v ic e s  w e re  r e q u ir e d  a s  u n its  of s tu d y  

w ith in  105 p r o g r a m s  a n d  w e re  e le c t iv e  u n i ts  in  30 o th e r  p r o g r a m s  o r  

d e p a r tm e n t s .  U n its  of s tu d y  th a t  r e la t e d  to  r o le  d e f in i t io n ,  p r o g r a m  

d e v e lo p m e n t ,  and  c o o r d in a t io i  of e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l g u id a n c e  s e r v i c e s  

w e r e  i n t e g r a l  to  223 d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m s  r e p r e s e n t in g  95 p e r  c e n t 

of th e  p r o g r a m s  id e n t i f ie d .

P r o f e s s i o n a l  id e n t i f i c a t i o n . P r o f e s s i o n a l  id e n t i f ic a t io n ,  th e  

p r o f e s s io n  and  i t s  e th i c s ,  w a s  r e q u ir e d  in  168 p r o g r a m s  o r  d e p a r tm e n t s  

a s  a  u n it o f s tu d y  w ith in  c o u r s e s .  I t  w a s  o f f e re d  a s  a n  e le c t iv e  u n it 

in  36 o th e r  c o u r s e s .  It w a s  o f f e re d  a s  a  c o u r s e  o r  u n it of s tu d y  w ith in  

a  c o u r s e  in  223 p r o g r a m s  o r  d e p a r tm e n t s  r e p r e s e n t in g  95 p e r  c e n t  of 

th e  p r o g r a m s  id e n t i f ie d .

C o u n s e lin g  th e o r i e s  an d  t e c h n iq u e s . T h is  c o u r s e  w a s  r e p o r t e d  

a s  b e in g  ta u g h t  a s  a d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  c o u r s e  o r  u n it in  100 p e r  c e n t  o f 

th e  234 p r o g r a m s .  R e s p o n d e n ts  r e p o r t e d  th a t  c o u n s e lin g  t h e o r i e s  

and  te c h n iq u e s  w a s  ta u g h t  a s  a  c o u r s e  in  207 p r o g r a m s ,  w h ic h  r e p r e 

s e n te d  88 p e r  c e n t  of th e  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o 

g r a m s .  T h e  c o u r s e  w a s  b e in g  ta u g h t  in  47 p e r  c e n t  m o r e  of th e  p r o 

g r a m s  r e p o r t e d  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  th a n  in  1969. T h is  i n c r e a s e  sh o w s 

a  g ro w th  r a t e  of 9. 4 p e r  c e n t  p e r  y e a r .
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T A B L E  4 . 10. - - D i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o f e s s io n a l  s tu d ie s  a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  in  th e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  
(1971), th e  W e h r ly  S tu d y  (1969), an d  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  c o m p a re d

W e h r ly P r e s e n t  S tudy

D if f e r e n t ia te d  C o u r s e s  and  
U n its  in  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S tu d ie s

C o u r s e s  
R e q u ire d  
N o . %

C o u r s e s  
R e q u ire d  E le c tiv e  
N o . % N o. %

U n its  
R eq u ire d  E le c tiv e  
No. % N o. %

H av in g  th e  
S a m e  T i t le  
N o. %

1. C o u n s e lin g  th e o r i e s  and  
te c h n iq u e s 122 54% 203 87% 2 1% 24 10% 2 1% 231 99%

2. G ro u p  p r o c e d u r e s  in  
g u id a n c e  and  c o u n s e lin g 58 26% 162 69% 36 15% 25 11% 3 1% 226 96%

3. P r o f e s s io n a l  id e n t i f ic a tio n , 
th e  p r o f e s s io n  a n d  i t s  e th ic s 79% 15 7% 2 1% 167 72% 36 72% 221 94%

4. R o le  d e f in it io n , p r o g r a m  
d e v e lo p m e n t ,  an d  c o o r d in a 
t io n  of e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l 
s e r v ic e s 69 30% 74 32% 10 4% 105 45% 30 13% 219 94%

5. T h e  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e s s * 81% 34 14% 7 3% 131 56% 40 17% 211 90%
6. In d iv id u a l a p p r a i s a l 87 39% 149 64% 21 9% - 40 17% 2 10 90%
7. V o c a t io n a l  o r  c a r e e r  d e v e lo p 

m e n t  th e o r y ,  u se  of a p p r o 
p r i a t e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  e l e m e n 

t a r y  s c h o o l  c h i ld r e n 51 23% 125 53% 23 10% 64 27% 14 6% 226 95%
8. R e s e a r c h  s k i l l s 52 23% 152 65% 21 9% 35 15% 11 5% 219 94%

N o te . - - P e r c e n ta g e s  a r e  ro u n d e d  to  th e  n e a r e s t  w h o le  n u m b e r .  U n its  a r e  d e f in e d  a s  u n its  of 
s tu d y  w ith in  c o u r s e s .

* U n its  of s tu d y  a v a i la b le  o n ly  in  p e r c e n ta g e s  in  th e  W e h r ly  s tu d y  (1969).
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G ro u p  p r o c e d u r e s  in  g u id a n c e  a n d  c o u n s e l in g . T h e  s u b je c t  w a s

r e p o r t e d  a s  a  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  c o u r s e  in  187 p r o g r a m s  of p r e p a r a t io n .

T h is  s tu d y  r e v e a l e d  129 m o r e  p r o g r a m s  a n d / o r  d e p a r tm e n t s  o f fe r

c o u r s e s  in  g ro u p  p r o c e d u r e s  in  g u id a n c e  an d  c o u n s e lin g  th a n  w e re

r e p o r t e d  in  th e  W e h r ly  s tu d y  (1 969). T h is  g a in  of 224 p e r  c e n t  m o r e

p r o g r a m s  th a n  r e p o r t e d  by  W e h r ly  (1969) r e p r e s e n t s  a  g ro w th  r a t e  of

4 4 .8  p e r  c e n t  p e r  y e a r  s in c e  1969 an d  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  T a b le  4 . 11,

T A B L E  4 . 11. - - G r o w th  o f d i f f e r e n t ia te d  p r o f e s s io n a l  s tu d ie s  r e c o m 
m e n d e d  in  th e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  (1971), i l lu s t r a t e d  by  n u m b e r ,  p e r  
c e n t ,  an d  g ro w th  r a t e  s in c e  th e  W e h r ly  S tudy  (1969) to  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y

T i t le  o f th e  
P r o f e s s i o n a l  S tu d ie s

W e h r ly  
(1969)

P r e s e n t
S tudy

I n c r e a s e  
N o. %

G ro w th  
R a te  %

1. C o u n s e lin g  th e o r i e s  and  
te c h n iq u e s 122 207 58 47% 9 .4 %

2. G ro u p  p r o c e d u r e s  in  
g u id a n c e  and  c o u n s e lin g 58 187 129 224% 4 4 .8 %

3. P r o f e s s i o n a l  id e n t i f ic a t io n ,  
th e  p r o f e s s io n ,  an d  e th ic s - 223 15% 3.0 %

4. R o le  d e f in i t io n ,  p r o g r a m  
d e v e lo p m e n t ,  and  c o o r d in a 
t io n  o f e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  
g u id a n c e  s e r v ic e s 69 84 54 15% 3 .0 %

5, T h e  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e s s 212 1.9%
6. In d iv id u a l  a p p r a i s a l 87 160 75 80% 17.0%
7, V o c a t io n a l  c a r e e r  d e v e lo p 

m e n ta l  t h e o r y  in c lu d in g  th e  
u s e  o f a p p r o p r i a t e  m a t e r i a l s  
fo r  e le m e n ta r y  c h i ld r e n 51 159 99 174% 3 4 .8 %

8. R e s e a r c h  s k i l l s  to  e n a b le  th e  
e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  
to  u n d e r s ta n d  . . . r e s e a r c h  
an d  to  a p p r a i s e  . . .  h is  
s e r v ic e s 52 173 121 233% 4 6 . 6%

N o te . - - W h e r e  th e  a p p e a r s  in  th e  W e h r ly  s tu d y  c o lu m n  o n ly  u n its  of 
s tu d y  w ith in  c o u r s e s  w e r e  a v a i la b le .  T h e  g ro w th  r a t e  i s  c o m p u te d  f r o m  
th e  i n f o r m a t io n  a v a i la b le  in  T a b le  4 . 10 (s e e  p . 62) in  th o s e  s i tu a t io n s .
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P r o f e s s i o n a l  id e n t i f i c a t i o n , th e  p r o f e s s io n , and  i t s  e t h i c s . 

P r o f e s s io n a l  id e n t i f ic a t io n ,  th e  p r o f e s s io n ,  an d  i t s  e th ic s  w a s  a  u n it 

of s tu d y  in  1969. It h a s  b e c o m e  a n  in t e g r a l  p a r t  o f 221 p r o g r a m s  fo r  

p r e p a r in g  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r .  T h e  i n c r e a s e  o f 15 p e r  

c e n t d e p ic ts  a  g ro w th  r a t e  of 3 , 0 p e r  c e n t p e r  y e a r .

T h e  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e s s . T h e  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e s s  is  a  d i f 

f e r e n t i a t e d  u n it of s tu d y  f o r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s .  It has 

b e c o m e  a n  in t e g r a l  p a r t  o f p r o g r a m s  of p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  th e  e le m e n ta r y  

s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r .  T h is  9 p e r  c e n t i n c r e a s e  r e v e a l s  a n  a n n u a l g ro w th  

r a t e  of 3. 0 p e r  c e n t s in c e  th e  W e h r ly  s tu d y  (1969), a s  sh o w n  in  T a b le

4 . 11 ( s e e  p . 63 ).

T h e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  r e v e a l e d  th a t  th e  s u b je c t  i s  r e q u ir e d  a s  a  

c o u r s e  in  34 p r o g r a m s  a n d  w a s  o f f e re d  a s  an  e le c t iv e  c o u r s e  in  s e v e n  

a d d i t io n a l  p r o g r a m s  ( s e e  T a b le  4 . 10, p . 62 ). T h e  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e s s  

w a s  o f f e re d  a s  a  c o u r s e  o r  u n it o f s tu d y  in  a  to ta l  o f 2 11 p r o g r a m s .

R o le  d e f in i t io n , p r o g r a m  d e v e lo p m e n t , and  c o o r d in a t io n  of 

e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l g u id a n c e  s e r v i c e s .  R o le  d e f in i t io n ,  p r o g r a m  d e v e lo p 

m e n t ,  an d  c o o r d in a t io n  o f e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l g u id a n c e  s e r v ic e s  is  a 

c o u r s e  o f f e re d  in  15 m o r e  p r o g r a m s  th a n  r e p o r te d  by  W e h r ly  (1969).

T h e  c o u r s e  i s  p r o v id e d  in  84 d i f f e r e n t ia te d  p r o g r a m s .  A lso , th e  s u b 

j e c t  is  o f f e re d  a s  a  u n it of s tu d y  in  135 p r o g r a m s  ( s e e  T a b le  4. 10). It 

i s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  in  a  t o t a l  of 219 o r  94 p e r  c e n t of th e  id e n t i f ie d  

e l e m e n ta r y  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .
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In d iv id u a l a p p r a i s a l . In d iv id u a l a p p r a i s a l  i s  o f f e re d  in  83 m o r e  

p r o g r a m s  o f p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s  th a n  r e p o r t e d  

in  th e  W e h r ly  s tu d y  (1 9 6 9 ). It i s  a  c o u r s e  in  160 d e p a r tm e n t s  and  a 

u n it  of s tu d y  in  40 a d d i t io n a l  p r o g r a m s .  In d iv id u a l a p p r a i s a l  i s  a 

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  s tu d y  in  90 p e r  c e n t  of th e  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  

id e n t i f ie d .

V o c a t io n a l  c a r e e r  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  t h e o r y .  V o c a t io n a l  c a r e e r  

d e v e lo p m e n ta l  t h e o r y  is  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  u s in g  a p p r o p r i a t e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  

e l e m e n ta r y  c h i ld r e n .  T h e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  r e v e a l e d  an  a p p a r e n t  t r e n d ,  

w h e n  c o m p a re d  w ith  tw o  p r e v io u s  s tu d ie s .  W e h r ly  (1969) r e p o r t e d  

23 p e r  c e n t  of th e  d e p a r tm e n t s  a n d / o r  p r o g r a m s  s tu d ie d  o f f e re d  th e  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  c o u r s e .  H il l  (1972) fo u n d  th a t  2 4 . 5 p e r  c e n t of th e  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  o f f e re d  th e  c o u r s e .  In 

th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  th e  c o u r s e  i s  p ro v id e d  in  68 p e r  c e n t  of th e  d i f f e r e n 

t i a t e d  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  id e n t i f ie d .  A d d it io n a lly , 33 p e r  

c e n t m o r e  d e p a r tm e n ts  a n d / o r  p r o g r a m s  o f f e r  th e  s u b je c t  a s  a  u n it 

of s tu d y  d e s ig n e d  fo r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s .  T h e  to p ic  is  

o f f e re d  a s  a  u n it of s tu d y  o r  a c o u r s e  in  226 o r  95 p e r  c e n t  of th e  d i f 

f e r e n t i a t e d  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  id e n t i f ie d .

R e s e a r c h  s k i l l s . T h e  c o u r s e  in  r e s e a r c h  s k i l l s  w a s  r e p o r t e d  

a s  o f f e re d  in  173 p r o g r a m s  id e n t i f ie d  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y . S in c e  

1 9 6 9 , 121 m o r e  p r o g r a m s  a n d / o r  d e p a r tm e n ts  o f f e r  th e  c o u r s e  d e 

s ig n e d  f o r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s .  It i s  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  in  20
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p e r  c e n t  of th e  p r o g r a m s  in  u n its  of s tu d ie s  w i th in  a  c o u r s e .  T h is  

g ro w th  in d ic a te d  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f 233  p e r  c e n t .  T h e  g ro w th  r a t e  fo r  

th o s e  y e a r s  w a s  4 6 . 6 p e r  c e n t  ( s e e  T a b le  4 , I I ,  p . 63 ). T h is  e f f o r t  by  

94 p e r  c e n t of c o l le g e s  an d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  to  o f f e r  r e s e a r c h  s k i l l s  in  d i f 

f e r e n t i a t e d  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  p r o f e s s io n a l  e d u c a to r s  h a v e  m a d e  a n  e f f o r t  w h ic h  a t te m p ts  to  im p le 

m e n t  c o u r s e s  c o n g r u e n t  w ith  th e  r e c o m m e n d e d  A C E S /A P G A  s t a n d a r d s .  

P r o f e s s io n a l  s t u d i e s . P r o f e s s i o n a l  s tu d ie s  is  a  c a te g o r y  c o n 

ta in in g  th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  an d  s u p e r v is e d  le a r n in g  e x p e r i e n c e s .  T h e  

e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lin g  p r o g r a m s  re c o m m e n d e d  by th e  A C E S / 

A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  (1 971), a s  sh o w n  on p a g e s  48 an d  49 of t h i s  s tu d y , h a v e  

in c r e a s e d  w ith in  th e  p a s t  f iv e  y e a r s  in  e a c h  o f th e  e ig h t  p r o f e s s io n a l  

s tu d ie s  l i s t e d ,  A g ro w in g  n u m b e r  o f c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  

o f f e r  th e  r e c o m m e n d e d  p r o f e s s io n a l  s tu d ie s  a s  c o u r s e s .  S o m e , ho w 

e v e r ,  in c lu d e d  th e m  a s  u n its  o f s tu d y  w ith in  c o u r s e s ,  W e h r ly  (1969), 

r e p o r t e d  th a t  a  t o t a l  of 560 of th e  p r o f e s s io n a l  s tu d ie s  b e in g  o f f e re d  

w e r e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d .  T h e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  r e v e a l e d  th a t  a t o t a l  of 1, 413 

o f th e  p r o f e s s io n a l  s tu d ie s  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d .  T h is  i n c r e a s e  r e p r e 

s e n ts  a  g ro w th  o f 713 d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o f e s s io n a l  s tu d ie s  w ith in  th e  

f iv e  y e a r s .

E le c t iv e  c o u r s e s  c o m p a r e d  in  d e s c e n d in g  r a n k  o r d e r

E le c tiv e  c o u r s e s . M an y  e l e c t iv e  c o u r s e s  w e r e  l i s t e d  a m o n g
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the required courses by many of the programs reported earlier in this 

chapter. However, the provision of offering essential cognate courses 

as electives enabled the student and advisor to exercise the flexi

bility to individualize the student's programs to meet his needs and 

interests.

Students in counselor education programs may find there is a 

demand for specific skills or competencies within their own community 

which may not exist in the other elementary schools. The A C E S / A P G A  

Standards (1971, p. 2) recommended a minimum of a one year program 

(SECTION II: A. 1. ) in which flexibility should be provided within 

the curriculum. This provision allows for individual differences and 

competencies. Interdisciplinary planning and cooperation enable the 

student and his advisor to plan a program in which the individual's 

understandings and skills are developed beyond the minimum require

ments of the program.

The common core of general areas considered necessary in the 

preparation of all counselors, according to A C E S / A P G A  Standards 

(1973, pp, 6-7), is:

Emphasis is placed on psychological, sociological, and 
physiological approaches (i, e. , human behavior and 
abnormal personality theory and learning theory).

The A C E S / A P G A  Standards (1973) revealed a recognition of needs of

the counseling student developmentally as well as needs for preparing

him to serve pupils in the public schools at their given developmental
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levels of need. Counselor e ducation programs are shown to provide 

flexibility through differentiated elective courses (see Table 4. 12).

T A B L E  4, 12, --Number and percentage of elective courses offered by 
elementary school counselor education programs and/or departments

Title of Courses Number Per Cent

1. Survey of exceptional children 130 56%
2 , Learning disabilities 123 53%
3, Theories of learning 103 44%
4, Personality theory and dynamics 102 44%
5, Psychological disorders of childhood 91 39%
6 , Elementary school curriculum 91 39%
7, Dynamics of family living 78 33%
8, Sociology of schools 69 30%
9. Group dynamics 67 29%

1 0 , Child growth and development 66 28%
1 1 , Organizational influence in elementary

schools 55 23%
1 2 , Paid internships 54 2 2%
13, Internship experiences 53 2 2 %
14, Philosophy of elementary schools and

schooling 47 2 0 %
15, History and purpose of elementary

schools 43 18%
16, Group procedures in guidance and

counseling 36 15%
17, Vocational-career development theory 25 11%
18, Research skills 22 9%
19. Individual appraisal 21 9%
2 0 , Practicum consultation with parents 14 6%
2 1 , Field placement 13 6%
2 2 , Role definition, program development, 

and coordination of elementary school
guidance services 12 5%

23, Supervised laboratory experiences 11 5%
24. Practicum consultation with teachers 9 3%
25, The consultation process (theory) 7 3%
26, Professional identification, the profes

sion, and its ethics 4 2%
27, Counseling theories and techniques 2 1%
Note, --Courses are organized in descending rank order. Percentages 

are rounded to the nearest whole number.
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Survey of exceptional children. Survey of exceptional children 

is frequently taught by either the psychology or the special education 

department. The survey of exceptional children was offered as an 

elective course in 130 programs representing 56 per cent of the programs 

identified in this study. This response suggests an awareness exists 

that the survey course concerning exceptional children is important 

for the preparation of elementary school counselors. Wehrly (1969) 

reported the course was taught in 40 programs. It is offered as an 

elective or required course in 163 of the presently identified programs. 

Learning disabilities. The course in learning disabilities is a 

more specialized course among training programs in the educationally 

related problems of exceptionally handicapped children. Could it be 

that the counselor is faced with this type of situation early in the 

educational life of the child? The course is offered to help the 

counselor identify and work with both pupils and teachers of pupils 

with learning disabilities. It was offered as an elective in 123 pro

grams representing 53 per cent of the respondents in programs identi

fied, It was offered as an elective or required course in 64 per cent 

of the programs,

Cruickshank (1971) listed 38 terms for learning disabilities 

used to distinguish the conditions grouped as being among the minimal 

brain dysfunction syndrome. Educators and teachers were often pre

pared to work with the "normal" child, but found a need for consultation
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and specialized support in teaching the child with one or multiple

learning disabilities.

The Research and Development Center in Early Childhood

Education of the Handicapped, located at the University of Oregon, was

described by Blum (1971, pp. 676-678) in an interview article with

George Sheperd, the first director of the center:

If a child at this early primary level does not learn or 
achieve, he starts falling behind. The further he falls 
behind the greater the gap becomes and pretty soon some
one labels him.

The intent is to reach them at an earlier stage in their 
education and correct their behavior with the expectation 
that they will not eventually be labeled or categorized.

It would be very foolish for us to only be concerned with 
the child prior to school age and not know or work with 
what happens to that child after he reaches the school 
system.

Keat (1974a) considered the importance of the elementary school 

counselor in developing expertise in the area of child development.

He should focus on the child's developmental needs and share his 

understanding with significant others in the child's living environ

ment, Learning disability specialists may serve in diagnostic and 

prescriptive educational situations. The collaborative relationship 

is considered of utmost importance, suggesting a cooperative relation

ship, in which the teacher, consultants, and parents work together 

to understand and resolve the problems. The counselor-consultant 

must have a working knowledge of the ways to implement prescriptions
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of learning experiences for the individual having learning disabilities, 

Application of knowledge and skills to the needs of people and 

curriculum was differentiated at the developmental age and chronologi

cal age as the pupil progresses through the school system. Fullmer 

and Bernard (1972) suggested that the counselor-consultant should 

assume leadership in discussions with students, teachers, parents, 

and administrators regarding processes in education, Counselor- 

consultants are to assume the facilitation of in-service education for 

the purpose of permeating the entire school curriculum with the develop

mental philosophy and skills. His influence is utilized at each develop

mental level within the school and classroom.

Personality theory. The course in personality theory was 

reported as an elective course in 102 programs. It was required as 

a course in three additional programs. Personality theory was reported 

required or elective as a course among 44 per cent of the programs 

identified in the present study.

Theories of learning. The course in learning theories was 

elective in 103 of the programs identified in this study. It was a 

required course in two other programs. Learning theories as a 

course is offered by 44 per cent of the differentiated programs iden

tified in the present study.

Elementary school curriculum. Studies in elementary school 

curriculum were presented in a review of recommendations (Keat,
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1974a). Increased concern is shown among counselor educators in 

recommending that the elementary school counselor become skilled 

in knowledge of curriculum theory. The elementary school curriculum 

course was offered as an elective course in 91 programs and required 

as a course in two additional programs, representing approximately 

39 per cent of the differentiated programs identified.

Dynamics of family living. The dynamics of family living has 

both the psychological and sociological dimensions. Dynamics of 

family living was a required course in one of the programs and was 

an elective course in 78 additional programs. The course was offered 

in approximately 33 per cent of the programs. A C E S / A P G A  Standards 

(1971) recommended that these studies be included among those from the 

behavioral sciences, designed especially for elementary school coun

selor education programs.

Sociology of schools. The challenges facing educators in a 

changing society are significant for the counselor-consultant who 

fills his professional role functions within the sociology of the 

elementary schools. The problems children experience in search of 

identity in their relationship with peers and school authority become 

crucial. A  course was offered as an elective called "Sociology of 

Schools" in approximately 3 0 per cent of the identified programs in 

the present study.

Group dynamics. Group dynamics is sociological and/or
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psychological. It is offered as an elective course among 67 of the 

programs reported. Group dynamics was a required course in two 

additional programs. It is available in approximately 29 per cent of 

the elementary school counselor education programs. The course 

known as "group procedures" included some of the content that is 

found in either a course in group dynamics or dynamics of family 

living. Group procedures was offered in 15 per cent of the programs 

identified in this study. These two similar courses are foundation 

courses for the theory course in group procedures. When combined, 

they are available in approximately 44 per cent of the differentiated 

programs.

Child growth and development. Child growth and development 

was reported by many respondents as a required course at the under

graduate level. However, they added, if a student did not have the 

course in his transcript, it would be required in his program. It 

was offered as an elective course in 66 programs and was required 

as part of two additional programs. This course was offered in 

approximately 28 per cent of the differentiated programs.

Organizational influence and administration in the elementary 

schools. The effective counselor-consultant must be aware of the 

organizational influence and administration (formal and informal) in 

the elementary school. This course is an elective in 23 per cent of 

the programs identified, Faust (1968) noted that the most significant
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consulting relationships were with people regarding conditions in the 

school. The counselor's time and energies should be focused, not 

spread upon the school learning environment. The safest foundation 

for sound counselor education is that which provides a comprehensive 

preparation program leading counselors to be generalists in pupil 

personnel services (Hill, 1968), Therefore, the study revealed sup

port for including these courses among counselor education programs.

The A C E S / A P G A  Standards (1971) recommended that they be designed 

and offered specifically in programs for the preparation of the elemen

tary school counselor.

Philosophy of elementary schooling. The course, philosophy 

of elementary school, is a basic course. Many respondents commented 

that the subject is important for the elementary school counselor 

education program. The philosophy of elementary schooling is an 

elective course in 47 programs. The course is a foundation course 

offered to undergraduate students and required in approximately 20 

per cent of the differentiated programs studied,

Margaret Mead stated, "My grandmother wanted m e  to have an 

education, so she kept m e  out of school, " according to Reimer (1971), 

who in contrast said, "No child fails to learn from school. " They all 

learn that the path to secular salvation is through school, providing 

a necessary bridge from childhood to life. How could the elementary 

school counselor-consultant understand the rationale and methodologies
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u s e d , w ith o u t h av in g  a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f th e  p h i lo so p h y  o f e l e m e n ta r y  

sc h o o lin g ?

G e tz e l s ,  L ip h a n , a n d  C a m p b e l l  (1968) s t a t e d  th a t  th e  p ro p o r t io n  

of r o le  a n d  p e r s o n a l i ty  f a c t o r s  d e te r m in in g  p u p il  b e h a v io r  d i f f e re d  

a m o n g  s c h o o l s y s t e m s .  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f b e h a v io r  a r e  f a c to r s  

d e p e n d e n t up o n  th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  an d  r o l e  of th e  l e a d e r s h i p  a s  p e r c e iv e d  

by  p u p i ls  a n d  s ta f f . A d m in i s t r a t i o n  d e a ls  w ith  th e  in t e r p l a y  of r o l e  

an d  p e r s o n a l i ty  c o m p o n e n ts  of b e h a v io r .  E l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n 

s e l o r s  m a y  c o n s u l t  m o r e  e f f e c t iv e ly  if  th e y  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  d y n a m ic s  

an d  p h i lo so p h y  of th i s  i n t e r p l a y .

H is to r y  and  p u r p o s e s  of e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l s . T h e  h i s to r y  an d  

p u r p o s e  of e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o ls  i s  a  b a s i c  c o u r s e  o f f e r e d  a s  a n  e le c t iv e  

in  43 p r o g r a m s .  P r o g r a m s  a n d / o r  d e p a r tm e n t s  t h a t  o f f e r e d  th i s  e l e c 

t iv e  c o u r s e  r e p r e s e n te d  18 p e r  c e n t of th e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m s .

T h e  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e s s . T h e  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e s s  is  an  

e le c t iv e  c o u r s e  in  3 p e r  c e n t  o f th e  p r o g r a m s  r e p r e s e n te d .  M o re  

in s ig h t  in to  th e  im p o r t a n c e  p la c e d  on th e  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e s s  i s  g a in e d  

w h e n  v iew e d  a s  a  u n it of s tu d y . T h e  n e x t tw o  s u b s e c t io n s  p r e s e n t  th e  

to p ic s  a s  u n its  of s tu d y  in  r e q u i r e d  an d  e l e c t i v e  c o u r s e s .

R e q u i r e d  u n its  o f s tu d y  c o m p a re d

U n i t s  w i th in  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s . L i t t l e  o r  no  u n i f o r m i ty  w a s  

fo u n d  r e g a r d in g  th e  q u a l i ty  o f th e  u n i ts  o f s tu d y  w ith in  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s .
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T a b le  4 . 13 ( s e e  p . 77) p r e s e n t s  a  c o m p a r i s o n  of th e  u n its  of s tu d y  

w ith in  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s  r e p o r t e d  by  r e s p o n d e n ts .  O ne m ig h t  a s s u m e  

th a t  s u f f ic ie n t  d e m a n d  o r  n ee d  fo r  th e  s u b je c t  a s  a  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  c o u r s e  

h a s  no t y e t d e v e lo p e d  am o n g  th o s e  s e r v e d  by  s o m e  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  

p r o g r a m s .  A n o th e r  a s s u m p t io n  co u ld  b e  m a d e , t h a t  a w a r e n e s s  o f th e  

s u b je c t  a r e a  h a s  n o t i n c r e a s e d  to  th e  le v e l  a t w h ic h  th e r e  i s  a  n e e d  to  

in c lu d e  th e  to p ic  in  a  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  c o u r s e  of s tu d y . T h e r e f o r e ,  th e  

to p i c s  m a y  b e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  a c c o rd in g  to  s tu d e n t  n e e d  and  i n t e r e s t  a s  

u n i ts  o f s tu d y  w ith in  g e n e r ic  c o u r s e s  f o r  a l l  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  s tu -

P r o f e s s i o n a l  i d e n t i f ic a t io n , th e  p r o f e s s io n ,  an d  i t s  e t h i c s ,

T h e  p r o f e s s io n a l  id e n t i f ic a tio n ,  th e  p r o f e s s io n ,  and  i t s  e th ic s  w a s  

r e p o r t e d  a s  a  u n it of s tu d y  in  72 p e r  c e n t  of th e  p r o g r a m s  id e n t i f ie d .

T h is  u n it w a s  ta u g h t  in  a  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e  by  th e  l a r g e s t  n u m b e r  of 

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m s .

T h e  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e s s . T h e  s e c o n d  h ig h e s t  p r i o r i t y  u n it o f 

s tu d y  w ith in  a  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e  w a s  th e  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e s s .  A u n it 

h av in g  th e  t i t l e  of th e  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e s s  w a s  r e q u i r e d  in  56 p e r  c e n t 

o f th e  p r o g r a m s  r e p o r t e d  in  th e  s tu d y . T h e  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e s s  i s  a 

r e q u i r e d  u n it  in  131 of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o -

R o le  d e f in i t io n , p r o g r a m  d e v e lo p m e n t , an d  c o o r d in a t io n  of 

e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l g u id a n c e  s e r v ic e s .  R e s p o n d e n ts  in  45 p e r  c e n t of
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T A B L E  4 . 13. - - U n i t s  of s tu d y  w ith in  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s  d e s ig n e d  fo r  th e  
e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  s tu d e n t

T i t le  of th e  U n it o f S tu d y N u m b e r P e r  C e n t

1. P r o f e s s i o n a l  id e n t i f ic a t io n ,  th e
p r o f e s s io n ,  an d  i t s  e th ic s 168 72%

2. T h e  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e s s 131 56%
3, R o le  d e f in i t io n ,  p r o g r a m  d e v e lo p 

m e n t ,  an d  c o o r d in a t io n  of e l e m e n 
t a r y  s c h o o l  g u id a n c e  s e r v i c e s 105 45%

4, P r a c t i c u m  c o n s u l ta t io n  w ith  p a r e n t s 87 3 7%
5, P r a c t i c u m  c o n s u l ta t io n  w ith  t e a c h e r s 86 3 7%
6, P r a c t i c u m  c o u n s e lin g  w ith  s m a l l

g ro u p s  of p u p i ls  a n d / o r  p a r e n t s 85 36%
7, D y n a m ic s  of f a m ily  l iv in g 65 28%
8. V o c a t io n a l  o r  c a r e e r  d e v e lo p m e n t 

t h e o r y  in c lu d in g  th e  u s e  of a p p r o 
p r i a t e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  e l e m e n ta r y
s c h o o l c h i ld r e n 74 27%

9. O r g a n iz a t io n a l  in f lu e n c e s  in  th e  e l e m 
e n ta r y  s c h o o ls  ( a d m in is t r a t iv e ) 51 22%

10. H is to r y  an d  p u r p o s e  of e l e m e n ta r y
s c h o o ls  an d  s c h o o l in g 47 20%

11, F ie ld  p la c e m e n t  in  a p p r o p r i a t e  s e t t in g s  
u n d e r  s u p e r v is io n  o f q u a l i f ie d  e l e m e n 
t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s 40 17%

12, P s y c h o lo g ic a l  d i s o r d e r s  of c h ild h o o d 38 16%
13, L a b o r a to r y  p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r i e n c e s 36 15%
14, In d iv id u a l a p p r a i s a l 35 15%
15. R e s e a r c h  s k i l l s 35 15%
16. P h ilo s o p h y  of e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o lin g 35 15%
17, G ro u p  d y n a m ic s 34 15%
18, T h e o r i e s  o f l e a r n in g 34 15%
19. P e r s o n a l i t y  th e o r y 26 11%
2 0 . G ro u p  p r o c e d u r e s  in  g u id a n c e  an d

c o u n s e lin g 25 11%
2 1 , C o u n s e lin g  t h e o r i e s  and  te c h n iq u e s 24 10%
2 2 , E le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u lu m 24 10%
2 3 , L e a r n in g  d i s a b i l i t i e s 21 9%
2 4 , S u rv e y  o f e x c e p t io n a l  c h i ld r e n 18 8%
2 5 . S o c io lo g y  o f s c h o o ls 18 8%
2 6 , C h ild  g ro w th  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t 16 7%
2 7 , I n te r n s h ip 10 4%

N o te , - - T i t l e s  a r e  l i s t e d  in  d e s c e n d in g  r a n k  o r d e r  of f r e q u e n c y  
r e p o r t e d .  P e r c e n t a g e s  a r e  ro u n d e d  to  th e  n e a r e s t  w h o le  n u m b e r .
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th e  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  p r o g r a m s  r e p o r t e d  th a t  r o l e  d e f in i t io n ,  p r o g r a m  

d e v e lo p m e n t ,  a n d  c o o r d in a t io n  of e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l g u id a n c e  s e r v i c e s  

w a s  r e q u ir e d  a s  a  u n it of s tu d y .

A f te r  th e  f i r s t  t h r e e  u n its  of s tu d y  l i s te d  in  T a b le  4 , 13 ( s e e  p .

7 7 ) , t h e r e  is  a  c o n s id e r a b l e  d e c r e a s e  in  th e  f r e q u e n c y  of p r o g r a m s  

in  w h ic h  th e  r e m a in in g  r e q u i r e d  u n i ts  of s tu d y  a r e  d i f f e r e n t ia te d .  T h e  

f a c t  th a t  t h e s e  u n i ts  c o n tin u e d  to  sh o w  a d e c r e a s e  in  p r i o r i t y  a m o n g  

th e  re s p o n d e n ts  d o e s  n o t in d ic a te  th e y  a r e  l e s s  im p o r ta n t .  M an y  o f 

t h e s e  t o p ic s  w e r e  sh o w n  e a r l i e r  to  h av e  m a d e  i m p r e s s iv e  i n c r e a s e s  

a s  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s  w i th in  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  T h e y  a p p e a r  a g a in  a m o n g  

e le c t iv e  u n its  of s tu d y .

E le c t iv e  u n i ts  of s tu d y  c o m p a r e d

U n its  w ith in  e l e c t i v e  c o u r s e s . U n its  w ith in  e le c t iv e  c o u r s e s  

a r e  not n e c e s s a r i l y  l e s s  im p o r t a n t .  In f a c t ,  th e y  p ro v id e  f o r  a  g r e a t e r  

f l e x ib i l i ty .

A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a r d s  (1973) s u g g e s te d  th a t  f le x ib i l i ty  sh o u ld  

b e  p ro v id e d  w ith in  th e  c u r r i c u lu m  to  a llo w  fo r  in d iv id u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  

in  c o m p e te n c ie s  d e v e lo p e d  b e f o r e  e n te r in g  a  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o 

g r a m . T h e  e le c t iv e  c o u r s e s  a n d  u n i ts  w e r e  s e e n  a s  a d d i t io n a l  e n r i c h 

m e n t  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  in  w h ic h  th e  s tu d e n t  w ou ld  be  e n a b le d  to  d e v e lo p  

s k i l l s  an d  c o m p e te n c ie s  b ey o n d  th e  " m in im u m  r e q u i r e m e n t s "  o f th e  

p r o g r a m .  T h e  s t a n d a r d s  p ro v id e d  o b je c tiv e s  f o r  c o n tin u o u s  e v a lu a t io n .
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E v a lu a tio n  a n d  f le x ib i l i ty  co u ld  e n a b le  th e  s tu d e n t  to  h av e  a n  a d d i t io n a l  

e x p e r ie n c e  to  s t r e n g th e n  a s k i l l  o r  s p e c ia l ty .  T h e  e le c t iv e  u n i ts  a r e  

l i s t e d  in  d e s c e n d in g  r a n k  o r d e r  in  T a b le  4 , 14 (s e e  p . 8 0 ) .

O ne a d d i t io n a l  a d v a n ta g e  in  o f f e r in g  m a n y  of th e  to p ic s  a s  u n its  

o f s tu d y  w a s  r e f l e c te d  in  t o p ic a l  s e m in a r s  o r  r e a d in g  c o u r s e s .  E l e m e n 

t a r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lin g  s tu d e n ts  c a n  c o n c e n t r a te  on a r e a s  in  w h ich  w e a k 

n e s s e s  an d  i n t e r e s t s  c o u ld  be  s t r e n g th e n e d ,  b r o a d e n e d , o r  p u r s u e d  in  

d e p th  w ith o u t ta k in g  o r  r e p e a t in g  a  s e m e s t e r  c o u r s e .

P r a c t i c u m  c o n s u l ta t io n . T h e  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r a c t i c u m  w ith  

t e a c h e r s  w a s  o f f e re d  a s  a n  e le c t iv e  u n it in 25 p r o g r a m s .  T h e c o n s u l 

ta t io n  p r a c t i c u m  w ith  p a r e n t s  w a s  a v a i la b le  in  42 p r o g r a m s  a s  an  e l e c 

t i v e  u n it o f s tu d y .

F ie ld  p l a c e m e n t . D i f f e re n tia te d  f ie ld  p la c e m e n t  e x p e r ie n c e s  

w e r e  e le c t iv e  a s  u n i ts  w ith in  a c a d e m ic  c o u r s e s  in  16 p r o g r a m s .  T h e  

to p ic s  o f f e re d  w ith in  e le c t iv e  o r  r e q u ir e d  c o u r s e s  a s  u n its  of s tu d y  

w e r e  a n  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f m a n y  p r o g r a m s .  E le c t iv e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  p r o 

v id e  f o r  f le x ib i l i ty  and  in d iv id u a l iz a t io n  of p r o g r a m s  f o r  e l e m e n ta r y  

s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  s tu d e n ts .

P r o g r a m s  of s u p e r v is e d  e x p e r ie n c e

T h e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  (1971) r e c o m m e n d e d  th a t  s u p e r v is e d  

e x p e r i e n c e s  in  c o u n s e lin g  an d  o th e r  g u id a n c e  a c t iv i t i e s  sh o u ld  b e  p r o 

v id e d  a s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of th e  to ta l  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m . T h e
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T A B L E  4 . 14, - - U n i t s  of s tu d y  w ith in  e le c t iv e  c o u r s e s  d e s ig n e d  fo r  th e  
e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  s tu d e n t

T i t le  o f th e  U n it of S tudy
P r o g r a m

N o. %

1. P r a c t i c u m  c o n s u l ta t io n  w ith  p a r e n t s 42 18%
2. P h ilo s o p h y  of e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o lin g 41 18%
3. T h e  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e s s 40 17%
4. H is to r y  an d  p u r p o s e  of e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o ls  

a n d  s c h o o lin g 40 17%
5. R o le  d e f in i t io n ,  p r o g r a m  d e v e lo p m e n t, and  

c o o r d in a t io n  of e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l g u id a n c e  
s e r v ic e s 32 14%

6. O r g a n iz a t io n a l  in f lu e n c e s  in  th e  e le m e n ta r y  
sc h o o ls 32 14%

7. P r a c t i c u m  c o u n s e lin g  w ith  s m a l l  g ro u p s  of 
p u p ils  a n d / o r  p a r e n t s 29 12%

8. P r a c t i c u m  c o n s u l ta t io n  w ith  t e a c h e r s 25 11%
9. P s y c h o lo g ic a l  d i s o r d e r s  o f c h ild h o o d 24 10%

10. L e a r n in g  d i s a b i l i t i e s 23 10%
11. D y n a m ic s  of f a m ily  l iv in g 20 9%
12. G ro u p  d y n a m ic s 20 9%
13. S o c io lo g y  of s c h o o ls 17 7%
14. E le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u lu m 17 7%
15. T h e o r i e s  of l e a r n in g 16 7%
16. F ie ld  p la c e m e n t  in  a p p r o p r i a t e  s e t t in g s  u n d e r  

th e  s u p e r v is io n  of q u a l i f ie d  e l e m e n ta r y  
s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s 16 7%

17. V o c a t io n a l  o r  c a r e e r  d e v e lo p m e n t th e o r y ,  
in c lu d in g  th e  u s e  of a p p r o p r i a t e  m a t e r i a l s  
f o r  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c h i ld r e n 16 7%

18. R e s e a r c h  s k i l l s 12 5%
19. C h ild  g ro w th  an d  d e v e lo p m e n t 12 5%
20. P r a c t i c u m  l a b o r a t o r y  e x p e r ie n c e 12 5%
21. S u rv e y  o f e x c e p t io n a l  c h i ld r e n 10 4%
22. In d iv id u a l a p p r a i s a l 8 3%
23. P e r s o n a l i t y  t h e o r y  and  d y n a m ic s 7 3%
24. P r o f e s s i o n a l  id e n t i f ic a t io n ,  th e  p r o f e s s io n ,  

an d  i t s  e th ic s 4 2%
25 . G ro u p  p r o c e d u r e s  in  g u id a n c e  a n d  c o u n s e lin g 3 1%
26 . C o u n s e lin g  t h e o r i e s  and te c h n iq u e s 2 1%
27 . I n te r n s h ip 2 1%

N o te . - - T i t l e s  a r e  l i s t e d  in  d e s c e n d in g  r a n k  o r d e r  of f r e q u e n c y  a m o n g  
r e s p o n d e n t s .  P e r c e n t a g e s  a r e  ro u n d e d  to  th e  n e a r e s t  w h o le  n u m b e r .
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s t a n d a r d s  p ro v id e d  g u id e l in e s  f o r  a p p r o p r i a t e  s e t t in g s  in  c o u n s e lo r  

e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  f o r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s .  O p p o r tu n i t ie s  

m a y  b e  p ro v id e d  to  have  c o u n s e lin g  e x p e r ie n c e s  a m o n g  a  v a r ie ty  of 

e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l an d  a g e n c y  p e r s o n n e l  w ith  fa c u l ty  an d  o n - s i t e  

q u a l i f ie d  s u p e r v is io n .

D a a n e  e t  a l .  (1965) u rg e d  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s  to  c o n 

s u l t  w ith  p a r e n t s  an d  t e a c h e r s  r e g a r d in g  th e  d i f f e r e n t  c h i ld  o r  a  c h ild  

in  d i f f ic u lty .  A f o u r  p o in t  fo c u s  on  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  w a s  d e s c r ib e d  

b y  G um  (1969 , p . 52 ):

1. O b s e rv e  c h i ld r e n  a n d  c o n s u l t  w i th  t e a c h e r s  a n d  p a r e n t s .

2 . C o u n se l  a d u l t s .

3 . C o u n s e l  c h i ld r e n  in  g r a d e s  k in d e r g a r t e n  th ro u g h  s ix th  
u s in g  a p p r o p r i a t e  v e r b a l  and  p la y  m e d ia .

4. F o c u s  on  g ro u p  p r o c e d u r e s .

H e c h a l le n g e d  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  c o m m u n ity  to  s u p p o r t  th e  s c h o o l  e n v i r o n 

m e n t  to  w o rk  to w a r d  e n h a n c e m e n t  of p r o g r a m s  an d  s e r v i c e s  f o r  c h i l 

d r e n s ' f u l l e s t  d e v e lo p m e n t .

T h e  p r o f e s s io n  w a s  not y e t  p r e p a r e d  to  o f f e r  th e  s e r v ic e s  th a t  

s o c ie ty  an d  le g i s l a t i o n  w e re  w ill in g  to  b u y , a c c o r d in g  to  P a r k e r  (1968).

T h e  fin d in g s  of t h i s  s tu d y  in d ic a te  th a t  th e  p r o f e s s io n  h a s  m a d e  an  

a t te m p t  to  a l t e r  th a t  s i tu a t io n .  T h e  c o u n s e lo r  w ho  e n t e r s  th e  e l e m e n 

t a r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lin g  p r o f e s s io n  is  t r a in e d  an d  h a s  th e  s k i l l s  to  d e l iv e r  

p r o f e s s io n a l  s e r v ic e s  in  b r e a d th  an d  d e p th . T h e  p r o g r a m s  have m o v e d  

to w a r d  d e v e lo p in g  th e  s u p e r v is e d  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  fo llo w in g  a
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p la n n e d  s e q u e n t ia l  t r a in in g  p r o g r a m ,  w h ic h  te n d s  to  e n s u r e  s p e c if ie d  

c o m p e te n c ie s  a n d  s k i l l s  up o n  g r a d u a t io n  f r o m  th e  p r o g r a m .  T a b le  4 . 15 

( s e e  p . 83) i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  p r o g r a m s  p ro v id in g  s u p e r v is e d  p r a c t i c a l  

e x p e r i e n c e s .

T h e  in v e s t ig a to r  did  no t a s s u m e  th e  s u p e r v is e d  e x p e r ie n c e  w a s 

u n a v a i la b le  in  p r o g r a m s  in  w h ic h  t h e r e  w a s  no r e s p o n s e  to  s p e c if ic  

e x p e r i e n c e s .  N e ith e r  co u ld  th e  c o n c lu s io n  b e  m a d e , w h e n  a s p e c if ic  

e x p e r ie n c e  w a s  r e p o r t e d  a s  no t o f f e r e d , th a t  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  w a s  a c tu a l ly  

u n a v a i la b le  in  a  p r o g r a m .  T h e  r e a s o n  i s  th a t  r e s p o n d e n ts  m a y  have 

o v e r lo o k e d  th e s e  r e la t e d  i t e m s .  S o m e  p r o g r a m s  p ro v id e d  fo r  th e s e  

s p e c if ic  s u p e r v is e d  e x p e r i e n c e s  w ith in  th e  o b je c t iv e s  of s u p e r v is e d  

e x p e r i e n c e s .  F ie ld  p la c e m e n t  e x p e r ie n c e s  a r e  a v a i la b le  in  a p p r o x i 

m a te ly  84 p e r  c e n t  of d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m s .  A lso , in t e r n s h ip s  a r e  

a v a i la b le  in  a p p r o x im a te ly  62 p e r  c e n t of th e  p r o g r a m s  r e p o r t e d .

S u p e r v is e d  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e s

L a b o r a to r y  e x p e r i e n c e s . T h e  l a b o r a to r y  e x p e r ie n c e  is  

d e s ig n e d  to  i s o la t e  th e  s i tu a t io n  f r o m  l i f e  a r o u n d  th e  la b o r a to r y  by 

e l im in a t in g  m a n y  of th e  e x t r a n e o u s  in f lu e n c e s  th a t  m a y  a f fe c t  th e  

d e p e n d e n t v a r ia b l e  ( K e r l in g e r ,  1964). In  th e  c o u n s e lin g  la b o r a to r y ,  

th e  c o u n s e lo r - i n - t r a in i n g  i s  to  a p p ly  h is  l e a r n in g ,  im p ro v e  h is  t e c h 

n iq u e s ,  a n d  r e c e iv e  s u p e r v is io n .

T h e  l a b o r a to r y  e x p e r i e n c e s  w e r e  r e q u ir e d  in  67 p e r  c e n t  of
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T A B L E  4 . 15. - - S u p e r v i s e d  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e s  d e s ig n e d  f o r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  
e d u c a t io n  p ro v id e d  in  a  r e q u i r e d  o r  e le c t iv e  c o u r s e  o r  u n it o f s tu d y

T i t le  o f S u p e rv is e d  
P r a c t i c a l  E x p e r ie n c e

R e q u i re d  S tu d ie s  
C o u r s e  U n it 

N o. % N o. %

E le c t iv e  S tu d ie s  
C o u r s e  U n it 
N o. % N o. %

N ot 
O f fe re d  

N o . %

N o I te m  
R e s p o n s e

N o. %

1. L a b o r a to r y  e x p e r ie n c e
2. P r a c t i c u m  e x p e r ie n c e s

C o n s u lta t io n  w ith

143 61% 39 16% 11 5% 12 5% 18 8% 15 6%

te a c h e r s
C o n s u lta t io n  w ith

95 41% 90 38% 9 4% 25 11% 8 3% 13 6%

p a r e n t s
C o u n s e lin g  in  s m a l l  
g ro u p s  of p u p i ls  o r

68 30% 92 40% 11 5% 42 18% 12 5% 20 9%

p a r e n t s 23 10% 90 38% 15 6% 29 12% 11 5% 16 7%
3. F ie ld  p la c e m e n t 126 54% 41 17% 13 6% 16 7% 20 9% 20 9%
4. I n te r n s h ip  e x p e r ie n c e 79 34% 10 4% 53 23% 2 1% 68 27% 23 10%

N o te . -  - P e r c e n t a g e s  a r e  ro u n d e d  to  th e  n e a r e s t  w h o le  n u m b e r .
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t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  W e h r ly  (1 9 6 9 ). T h is  s tu d y , 

s u m m a r iz e d  in  T a b le  4 . 15 ( s e e  p . 83 ), r e v e a l s  t h a t  th e  l a b o r a to r y  

e x p e r i e n c e  is  r e q u ir e d  in  a p p r o x im a te ly  77 p e r  c e n t  o f th e  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  

p r o g r a m s .  T h e  g ro w th  in  p r o g r a m s  r e q u ir in g  l a b o r a t o r y  c o u r s e s  r e p r e 

s e n te d  a  10 p e r  c e n t i n c r e a s e .  T h is  g ro w th  m a y  r e f l e c t  a n  im p ro v e d  

q u a l i ty  in  p r o g r a m s  th a t  w e r e  in  e x is te n c e  d u r in g  th e  W e h r ly  s tu d y  

(1969) w h ic h  r e p o r t e d  th a t  83 p e r  c e n t of th e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m s  

o f f e r e d  s o m e  ty p e  of l a b o r a t o r y  e x p e r i e n c e s .  T h is  s tu d y  r e v e a l e d  

th a t  a  to t a l  of 87 p e r  c e n t  o f th e  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  p r o g r a m s  had s o m e  

ty p e  of l a b o r a to r y  e x p e r ie n c e  fo r  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s .

T h e  l a b o r a to r y  e x p e r i e n c e s  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  a s  c o u r s e s  a n d / o r  

u n its  o f s u p e r v is e d  t r a in in g  in  a p p r o x im a te ly  76 p e r  c e n t  of th e  p r o 

g r a m s .  A  s u p e r v is e d  l a b o r a to r y  e x p e r ie n c e  w a s  d e s c r ib e d  a s  s e q u e n 

t i a l  a n d  in te g r a te d  in to  th e  t o t a l  p r e p a r a t io n  p r o g r a m s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  

th e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  (1971),

P r a c t i c u m  e x p e r i e n c e s . T h e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lin g  

s tu d e n t  h a s  p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  a  c o u n s e lo r - c o n s u l t a n t  e a c h  

w e e k . H e o b s e r v e s  an d  p a r t i c ip a t e s .  Q u a lif ie d  o n - s i t e  c o u n s e lo r s  

a n d / o r  s e n io r  f a c u l ty  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a to r s  s u p e r v is e  t h e s e  le a r n in g  

s i tu a t io n s .  S o m e o f th e  p r o g r a m  r e s p o n d e n ts  r e p o r t e d  th e y  s im u la te d  

p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r ie n c e s  in  t h e i r  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  w h e r e a s  m o s t  p r a c t i c u m s  

w e r e  a  c o m b in a t io n  o f f i e ld  an d  l a b o r a to r y  e x p e r i e n c e s .

C o n s u lta t io n  w ith  t e a c h e r s . T h e  p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r ie n c e  in v o lv in g

R eproduced  with perm ission of the  copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout perm ission.



85

s k i l l  d e v e lo p m e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s  in  c o n s u l ta t io n  w ith  t e a c h e r s  w a s  o f f e re d  

in  94 p e r  c e n t  of th e  p r o g r a m s .  C o n s u lta t io n  w ith  t e a c h e r s  w a s  r e q u ir e d  

a s  a  c o u r s e  in  41 p e r  c e n t  of th e  p r o g r a m s  a s  a  u n it o r  p a r t  of p r a c t i c u m  

in  38 p e r  c e n t o f p r o g r a m s .

C o n s u lta t io n  w ith  p a r e n t s . S k il l  d e v e lo p m e n t  o p p o r tu n i ty  in  

c o n s u l ta t io n  w ith  p a r e n t s  a s  p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r i e n c e s  h av e  p r a c t i c a l l y  

a s  h ig h  a p r i o r i t y  a m o n g  p r o g r a m  r e s p o n d e n ts  a s  c o n s u l ta t io n  w ith  

t e a c h e r s .  T h e  c o u n s e lo r - c o n s u l t a n t  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  p a r e n t s  i s  a 

d i f f e r e n t  ty p e  of e x p e r ie n c e  w h ic h  r e q u i r e s  s k i l l  d e v e lo p m e n t  in  r e la t in g  

a n d  c o m m u n ic a tin g  w ith  p a r e n t s .  It w a s  a  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e  in  30 p e r  

c e n t of th e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  a  r e q u ir e d  u n it in  a n  a d d i t io n a l  40 p e r  c e n t 

o f th e  p r o g r a m s  and  w a s  an  in t e g r a l  p a r t  o f th e  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  e l e m e n 

t a r y  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .  C o n s u lt in g  w ith  p a r e n t s  w a s  

p ro v id e d  a s  a n  e le c t iv e  c o u r s e  in  5 p e r  c e n t  of th e  p r o g r a m s .

M o s t of th e  c o n s u l ta t io n  e x p e r i e n c e s  m a y  b e  p ro v id e d  in  c o u r s e s  

o r  u n its  of s tu d y . A p p r o x im a te ly  94 p e r  c e n t of th e  p r o g r a m s  p ro v id e  

f o r  p r a c t i c u m  c o r e u l ta t io n  e x p e r i e n c e s  an d  n e a r ly  79 p e r  c e n t  o f th e  

p r o g r a m s  r e q u i r e  th e m . H o w e v e r , a b o u t 3 p e r  c e n t  do  n o t o f f e r  th e  

p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e s s e s .  A n o th e r  6 p e r  

c e n t of th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  d id  not a n s w e r  t h e s e  i t e m s  on  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e .  

C o u n s e lin g  w ith  s m a l l  g r o u p s . A  p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r ie n c e  of 

c o u n s e lin g  in  s m a l l  g ro u p s  w ith  c h i ld r e n  o r  w ith  p a r e n t s  i s  p ro v id e d  in  

66 p e r  c e n t of th e  p r o g r a m s  an d  r e q u i r e d  in  a p p r o x im a te ly  48  p e r  c e n t
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o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s .  I t  i s  n o t e w o r th y  t h a t  3 8  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  

r e q u i r e d  g r o u p  c o u n s e l i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a s  a  u n i t  w i t h i n  t h e  p r a c t i c u m  

e x p e r i e n c e s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  10 p e r  c e n t  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  p r a c t i c u m  w a s  a  

r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e  in  w h ic h  c o u n s e l i n g  s t u d e n t s  a c t u a l l y  c o u n s e le d  w i th  

s m a l l  g r o u p s  o f  c h i l d r e n  a n d / o r  p a r e n t s  u n d e r  s u p e r v i s i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  

g r o u p  p r o c e d u r e s  in  g u i d a n c e  a n d  c o u n s e l i n g  f o r  e l e m e n t a r y  c o u n s e l o r s  

i s  o f f e r e d  in  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  98  p e r  c e n t  o f t h e  p r o g r a m s .  I t i s  r e q u i r e d  

a s  a  c o u r s e  o r  u n i t  o f s t u d y  in  80 p e r  c e n t  o f t h e  p r o g r a m s  i d e n t i f i e d .

F i e l d  p l a c e m e n t . In  t h i s  s t u d y  a  f i e l d  p l a c e m e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  

m o r e  t h a n  a  p r a c t i c u m .  a n d  l e s s  t h a n  a n  i n t e r n s h i p .  I t  m a y  l a s t  f o r  

s e v e r a l  h o u r s  o n e  o r  m o r e  d a y s  a  w e e k .  T h e  f i e l d  p l a c e m e n t  i s  

r e q u i r e d  b y  167 o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s .  I t  i s  r e q u i r e d  in  71 p e r  c e n t  o f t h e  

p r o g r a m s .  I t i s  o f f e r e d  a s  a  c o u r s e  in  54 p e r  c e n t  a n d / o r  a  u n i t  in  

17 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  e l e m e n t a r y  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o 

g r a m s  i d e n t i f i e d .  T h e  f i e ld  p l a c e m e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  w a s  p r o v i d e d  a s  a n  

e l e c t i v e  c o u r s e  i n  6 p e r  c e n t  a n d  a  u n i t  o f  s tu d y  in  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  7 p e r  

c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  i d e n t i f i e d .  O n e  c o u ld  a s s u m e  t h a t  e l e m e n t a r y  

s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s  a r e  g r a d u a t i n g  f r o m  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  18 p e r  c e n t  o f 

t h e  p r o g r a m s  in  w h ic h  t h e  f i e l d  p l a c e m e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  w a s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  

h o w e v e r ,  s o m e  r e s p o n d e n t  o v e r s i g h t  c o u ld  m o d e r a t e  t h a t  c o n c l u s i o n .  

I n t e r n s h i p  e x p e r i e n c e . T h e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a r d s  (1 9 7 1 ) 

i m p ly  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r n s h i p  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  a n  a d v a n c e d ,  o n - t h e - j o b ,  

s u p e r v i s e d  e x p e r i e n c e  in  w h ic h  t h e  c o u n s e l i n g  s t u d e n t  i d e n t i f i e s  w i th
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t h e  r o l e  a n d  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r .  A l s o ,  h e  i s  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s e r v i n g  a s  a n  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r .  I n t e r n s h i p  

i s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t e r m i n a l  s u p e r v i s e d  p l a c e m e n t  f o r  c o u n s e l o r s  g r a d u 

a t i n g  f r o m  a  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  (W h ite  & P a r s o n s ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,

T h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  t h e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r n s h i p  

i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  c o u r s e  c r e d i t  in  34  p e r  c e n t  o r  r e q u i r e d  a s  a  u n i t  w i th in  

a  c o u r s e  i n  4 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s .  I t  i s  o f f e r e d  f o r  a n  e l e c t i v e  

c o u r s e  c r e d i t  b y  2 3  p e r  c e n t  a n d  a  u n i t  o f  s t u d y  b y  l e s s  t h a n  1 p e r  c e n t  

o f t h e  p r o g r a m s  i d e n t i f i e d .  A n  i n t e r n s h i p  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  in  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  62 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  r e p o r t e d .  P a i d  i n t e r n s h i p s  

c o u ld  b e  p r o v i d e d  in  2 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  i d e n t i f i e d .

T h e  i n t e r n s h i p  e x p e r i e n c e  w a s  n o t o f f e r e d  in  2 6 ,5  p e r  c e n t  

o f  t h e  i d e n t i f i e d  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  10 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  

p r o g r a m s  d id  n o t  a n s w e r  t h e  i t e m .  A p p r o x im a t e ly  37 p e r  c e n t  o f t h e  

p r o g r a m s  m a y  g r a d u a t e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s  w h o  d o  n o t  h a v e  

a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h a v e  t h i s  p r a c t i c a l  i n t e r n s h i p  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h a t  

p e r c e n t a g e  c o u ld  b e  m o d e r a t e d  b y  r e s p o n d e n t  o v e r s i g h t  o r  e r r o r .

In  s h o r t ,  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  s u p e r v i s e d  p r a c t i c e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  in  81 

p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  l a b o r a t o r y  c o u n s e l i n g  

e x p e r i e n c e s ,  P r a c t i c u m  c o n s u l t a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i th  t e a c h e r s  a n d  

p a r e n t s  i s  o f f e r e d  in  94  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  o r  d e p a r t m e n t s  

i d e n t i f i e d .  C o u n s e l i n g  in  s m a l l  g r o u p s ,  a s  p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i s  

a v a i l a b l e  i n  66  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  i n t e r n s h i p  i s  a n  a d v a n c e d
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t e r m i n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  in  61 p e r  c e n t  o f t h e  p r o g r a m s  

s t u d i e d .  A  p a id  i n t e r n s h i p  w a s  n o t  a s  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  w a s  

p o s s i b l e  f o r  s t u d e n t s  in  2 7  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s .

S u p e r v i s e d  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  s o m e  ty p e  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  

in  94 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s .  T h o s e  p r o g r a m s  f a i l i n g  to  o f f e r  s u p e r 

v i s e d  p r a c t i c u m  c o u r s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  p r o b a b ly  l e s s  t h a n  25  p e r  c e n t ,  

e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  i n t e r n s h i p  e x p e r i e n c e ,  w h i c h  m i g h t  n o t b e  p r o v i d e d  in  

a s  m a n y  a s  3 7 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  s u r v e y e d .

S u m m a r y  o f  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  f i n d i n g s  w i th  A C E S /A P G A  
S t a n d a r d s  a n d  o t h e r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

A r e v i e w  o f  t h e  r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  p u p i l  p e r s o n n e l  

s e r v i c e s  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  h a v e  o v e r l a p p i n g  t r a i n i n g  a n d  s k i l l s .  S o m e  

s c h o o l  s y s t e m s  u t i l i z e d  t h e s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  i n s t e a d  o f e m p l o y 

in g  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s .  M o r g a n  (1 9 7 4 )  w a r n e d  c o u n s e l o r s  ' 

t o  r e o r d e r  p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  b e c o m e  m o r e  u s e f u l  to  a  l a r g e r  p o r t i o n  o f 

t h e i r  c l i e n t e l e .  T h e  r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  r e v i e w  r e f l e c t e d  a  g r o w th  in  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  

e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  s h o u ld  r e c e i v e  a  m o r e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  

p r e p a r a t i o n  p r o g r a m  l e a d in g  h im  to  b e c o m e  m o r e  o f  a  g e n e r a l i s t ,  

a c c o r d i n g  to  H i l l  (1 9 6 8 ) , T h e  c o u n s e l i n g  s t u d e n t  m u s t  b e  p r e p a r e d  to  

b e  a n  e f f e c t iv e  c o u n s e l o r - c o n s u l t a n t  ( F a u s t ,  1 9 6 8  ; F u l l m e r  & B e r n a r d ,  

1 9 7 2 ; K e a t ,  1 9 7 4 a ) ,
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T h e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  p r o g r a m s  i n v o lv in g  th e  t o p i c s  o f l e a r n i n g  

e x p e r i e n c e s  i s  p r e s e n t e d  in  T a b le  4 . 16 ( s e e  p ,  9 0 ) .  T h i s  s tu d y  in c lu d e d  

p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  m e th o d o lo g y  e m p lo y e d  b y  W e h r ly  (1 9 6 9 ) a n d  H i l l  (1 9 7 2 ) ,

In  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  w a s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  o n e  to  c o m p a r e  t h e  c o u r s e s  a n d  p r o 

g r a m  c h a n g e s .  E f f o r t s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h ic h  p r o 

g r a m s  r e f l e c t e d  th e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a r d s  (1 9 7 1 ) r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

M a n y  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t s  c o n t in u e  to  

r e v i s e  t h e i r  p r o g r a m s  o f  s tu d y  to  i n c lu d e  m o r e  o f t h e  A C E S /A P G A  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  T h i s  e f f o r t  r e f l e c t s  a  c o m m i t m e n t  b y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

p e r s o n n e l  in  t h e  p r o g r a m s  in v o lv e d  to  i m p r o v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  e l e m e n 

t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n .

T a b l e  4 .  16 ( s e e  p .  9 0 ) i l l u s t r a t e s  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a m o n g  i d e n t i f i e d  

p r o g r a m s  a n d  t h e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  t h e  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  w e r e  

o f f e r e d .  M o s t  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s  h a v e  a n  i n v e r s e  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  u n i t s  

o f  s tu d y  w i th in  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s ,  e l e c t i v e  c o u r s e s ,  o r  u n i t s  of s tu d y  

w i th in  a n  e l e c t i v e  c o u r s e ,  w h ic h  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  t h e  s a m e  t i t l e .

T h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  g r e a t e r  

f l e x i b i l i t y ,  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  T a b l e  4. 17 ( s e e  p .  9 1 ) .  A n  i n v e r s e  c o r 

r e l a t i o n  s i g n i f i e s  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  n e g a t iv e  n u m b e r  s h o w n , t h e  

g r e a t e r  t h e  i n v e r s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  b e tw e e n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  

c o u r s e  a n d  th e  t h r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  : (a )  r e q u i r e d  u n i t s ;  (b) e l e c t i v e  

c o u r s e s ;  a n d  (c ) e l e c t i v e  u n i t s .  A  c o r r e l a t i o n  m a t r i x  (D o w n ie  & H e a th ,  

1 9 6 5 ) w a s  u s e d  t o  v a l i d a t e  t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n .  T h e  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e
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T A B L E  4 .  1 6 . - - R e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  
s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s  c o m p a r e d  w i th  r e q u i r e d  u n i t s ,  e l e c t i v e  c o u r s e s ,  a n d  

e l e c t i v e  u n i t s  o f  s tu d y

T i t l e  o f  T o p ic  o r  S u b je c t  O f f e r e d ll
« g u r

1. C o u n s e l in g  t h e o r y  a n d  t e c h n iq u e s 2 03 24 2 2
2 . G r o u p  p r o c e d u r e s 162 25 36 3
3 . I n d i v i d u a l  a p p r a i s a l 155 35 21 8
4 , R e s e a r c h  s k i l l s 152 35 22 12
5 , S u p e r v i s e d  l a b o r a t o r y  e x p e r i e n c e s 140 36 11 12
6. F i e l d  p l a c e m e n t 125 4 0 13 16
7, V o c a t i o n a l  a n d  c a r e e r  d e v e l o p m e n t

t h e o r y 120 74 25 16
8. C h i ld  g r o w th  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t 120 16 66 12
9. G r o u p  d y n a m i c s 92 34 67 20

10 , C o n s u l t a t i o n  p r a c t i c u m  w i th  t e a c h e r s 91 86 9 25
11. I n t e r n s h i p  e x p e r i e n c e 79 10 53 2
12 . C o u n s e l in g  in  s m a l l  g r o u p s 78 85 11 29
13 . R o le  d e f in i t i o n ,  c o o r d in a t io n  o f g u i 

d a n c e  s e r v i c e s  in  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s 74 105 12 32
14. C o n s u l t a t i o n  p r a c t i c u m  w i th  p a r e n t s 73 87 14 42
15. P e r s o n a l i t y  t h e o r y 63 26 102 7
16. L e a r n i n g  t h e o r y 54 34 103 16
17. E l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m 39 2 4 91 17
18 . S u r v e y  o f e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i ld h o o d

d i s o r d e r s 32 18 130 10
19. L e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s 25 21 123 23
2 0 . P a i d  i n t e r n s h i p 22 54
2 1 . S o c io lo g y  o f s c h o o l s 22 18 69 17
2 2 . P s y c h o l o g i c a l  d i s o r d e r s  o f  c h i ld h o o d 18 38 91 24
2 3 . O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  i n f l u e n c e s  ( a d m i n i s t r a 

t i v e ) 17 51 55 32
2 4 . P r o f e s s i o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  p r o 

f e s s i o n ,  a n d  i t s  e t h i c s 15 168 4 4
2 5 . D y n a m ic s  o f  f a m i l y  l i v in g 12 65 78 20
2 6 . P h i l o s o p h y  o f e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s

a n d  s c h o o l in g 11 35 4 8 41
2 7 . H i s t o r y  a n d  p u r p o s e  o f e l e m e n t a r y

s c h o o l s 11 47 45 40
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T A B L E  4 . 1 7 . - - R e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s  c o m p a r e d  w i th  t h r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  h a v in g  t h e  s a m e  t i t l e

T y p e  o f  L e a r n i n g  E x p e r i e n c e C o r r e l a t i o n

1. R e q u i r e d  u n i t  o f  s tu d y - 0 .  13

2 . E l e c t i v e  c o u r s e  o f  s tu d y - 0 .  53

3 . E l e c t i v e  u n i t  o f  s tu d y - 0 . 4 2

N o te ,  - - T h e s e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w e r e  c o m p u te d  b y  th e  u s e  o f t h e  S p e a r m a n  
r a n k  o r d e r  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  on  th e  d a t a  p r e s e n t e d  in  T a b l e  4 ,  16 
( s e e  p . 90  ).

g r e a t e r  f l e x i b i l i t y  d o e s  e x i s t  f o r  s t u d i e s  o f f e r i n g  th e  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i 

e n c e  a s  a n  e l e c t i v e  c o u r s e  o r  e l e c t i v e  u n i t  o f s t u d y .

R e q u i r e d  u n i t s  o f  s tu d y  h a d  a  n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n  o f - 0 .  13 w i th  

r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s  o f  t h e  s a m e  t i t l e .  E l e c t i v e  c o u r s e s  h ad  a  n e g a t iv e  

c o r r e l a t i o n  o f - 0 . 5 3  w i th  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s .  U n i t s  o f  s tu d y  w i th in  

e l e c t i v e  c o u r s e s  r e v e a l  a  n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  - 0 . 4 2 .

In  s u m m a r y ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i m p o r t a n c e  i s  p l a c e d  o n  r e q u i r e d  

c o u r s e s  in  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .  H o w e v e r ,  

a s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p r o g r a m s  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  d e c r e a s e ,  f l e x i b i l i t y  

i n c r e a s e s ,  e n a b l in g  t h e  u s e  o f e l e c t i v e  c o u r s e s  a n d  u n i t s  o f  s tu d y  to  

i n d i v id u a l i z e  o n e 's  o w n  p r o g r a m  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  h i s  n e e d s  a n d  

i n t e r e s t s .

R a t i o n a l e  f o r  C o u r s e  C h a n g e s  M a d e  in  E l e m e n t a r y  
S c h o o l  C o u n s e l o r  E d u c a t io n  P r o g r a m s

T h e  y e a r s  s i n c e  I 9 6 0  h a v e  b e e n  y e a r s  f o r  g r o w th  in  t h e  n u m b e r s
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o f  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .

T h e  i 9 6 0  W h ite  H o u s e  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  C h i l d r e n  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  

e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s  b e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  s c h o o l s  a t  a  r a t i o  o f  o n e  

c o u n s e l o r  to  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 0 0  s t u d e n t s  (V a n  H o o s e ,  1 9 6 8 ). A  w o r k  

lo a d  e x c e e d in g  t h e s e  l i m i t s  r e d u c e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  

r o l e  a c h i e v e m e n t  a n d  c h a n g e d  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  

c o u n s e l o r  d r a s t i c a l l y  ( H il l ,  1 9 6 8 ). S t a t e m e n t s  o f  r a t i o n a l e ,  s u p p l ie d  

b y  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  t h i s  s t u d y ,  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  a  m o r e  r e a l i s t i c  r a t i o  

o f  o n e  c o u n s e l o r  f o r  e a c h  17 to  19 t e a c h e r s  o r  o n e  c o u n s e l o r  to  n o t 

m o r e  t h a n  4 0 0  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  p u p i l s .

F e d e r a l l y  fu n d e d  p r o g r a m s  e n a b le d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  t o  i n i t i a t e  

e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l i n g  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  s c h o o l s  e m p lo y e d  p e o p le  

f o r  n e w ly  c r e a t e d  p o s i t i o n s ,  b u t  r o l e  a n d  f u n c t i o n  w e r e  i l l - d e f i n e d  a n d  

th e  c o u n s e l o r  w a s  p e r c e i v e d  a s  a  t r a n s p l a n t e d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n 

s e l o r  (D a a n e  e t  a l .  , 1 9 6 5 ) , P i l o t  p r o j e c t s  h a v e  c o m e  a n d  g o n e  in  

s c h o o l s  w h e r e  l e a d e r s  h a v e  n o t b e e n  c o n v in c e d  o f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  

e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l i n g  p r o g r a m s  o r  t h e  c o u n s e l o r s  i n v o lv e d .

S o m e  o f  t h e s e  f a i l e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  p o o r l y  c o n c e i v e d  a n d  a d m i n i s 

t e r e d ;  o t h e r s ,  th o u g h  w e l l  c o n c e i v e d ,  f a i l e d  b e c a u s e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  

f a i l e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e i r  v a lu e  o r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  H o w e v e r ,  m a n y  f in e  

p r o g r a m s  h a v e  b e e n  i n i t i a t e d  a n d  u p g r a d e d  to  t h e  p o in t  t h a t  s c h o o l  

s t a f f  a n d  c h i l d r e n  a r e  b e in g  h e lp e d  e f f e c t iv e ly  (V a n  H o o s e ,  1 9 6 8 ).

E l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  r e v i s i o n  n e e d s
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h a v e  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  c o u n s e l o r s  a n d  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t o r s .  A r t i 

c l e s  in  p r o f e s s i o n a l  j o u r n a l s  a n d  b o o k s  h a v e  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  

u r g e n c y  in  m a k in g  s u c h  c h a n g e s .  M u n s o n  (1 9 7 0 ) d id  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  

m u c h  c h a n g e .  A  g o o d  d e a l  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  g u id a n c e  w a s  v i e w e d  

a s  a  d o w n w a r d  e x t e n s i o n  o f  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  g u id a n c e  w i th  a l m o s t  

e x c l u s i v e  f o c u s  on  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  c h i ld  a n d  t h e i r  

t r e a t m e n t .  E l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l i n g  p r o g r a m s  h a v e  b e e n  

e x a m in e d  a n d  fo u n d  w a n t in g ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  L i f to n  (1 9 7 1 ) , w h o  d e p l o r e d  

th e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  f o c u s  o n  e a r l y  c h i ld h o o d  g u id a n c e  in  t r a i n i n g  i n s t i 

t u t i o n s .  M a n y  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  s t r e s s  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  l e v e l .

T h e  e l e m e n t a r y  c h i ld  a n d  h i s  s e t t i n g  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  a n d  m u s t  

b e  c o n s i d e r e d  d i f f e r e n t l y .  V a n  H o o s e  (1 9 6 8 , p . 90), f o r  e x a m p le ,  

p o i n t e d  to  f i v e  d i f f e r e n c e s ;

1. D e p e n d e n c y  f a c t o r s : T h e  c h i ld  h a s  l i m i t e d  c h o i c e s  
w h e n  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  o l d e r  o n e s  w h o  a r e  a b l e  to  
m a n i p u l a t e  t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t .

2 .  N o n - v e r b a l  s e n s i t i v i t y ; T h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  
n e e d s  a  g r e a t e r  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e  n o n - v e r b a l  c u e s  o f
t h e  c h i l d r e n  he  c o u n s e l s .

3 .  M a t u r i t y  l e v e l ; T h e  c o u n s e l o r  n e e d s  to  b e  a w a r e  o f 
h i s  c o u n s e l e e s '  a b i l i t y  to  s o lv e  p r o b l e m s .

4 .  D e c i s io n  m a k in g  a b i l i t y ; T h e  c o u n s e l o r  n e e d s  to  b e  
a w a r e  o f  t h e  c o u n s e l e e s '  a b i l i t y  to  m a k e  p l a n s  a n d  
r e a c h  d e c i s i o n s .

5 . S e l f - u n d e r s t a n d i n g  ; C o u n s e l in g  a  c h i ld  t o w a r d  s e l f -  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  i s  d i f f e r e n t  a t  t h e
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e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  l e v e l  t h a n  a t  m o r e  m a t u r e  l e v e l s  
o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,

A  v a r i e t y  o f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a p p r o a c h e s  to  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  

c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  in  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .

T h e y  i n c lu d e d  s o m e  o f  t h e  v i e w s  a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i r t e e n  p r o f e s 

s i o n a l  c o u n s e l o r s ,  w r i t e r s ,  a n d  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t o r s .  T h e y  r e c o m 

m e n d e d  t h a t  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  p r e p a r e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s  

t o  w o r k  w i th  c h i l d r e n  a n d  s c h o o l s  in  a  d e v e l o p m e n t a l ,  b e h a v i o r a l ,  a n d  

e c l e c t i c  m a n n e r .  B e r d i e  (1 9 7 1 )  w o u ld  h a v e  c o u n s e l o r s  c o m m i t  t h e m 

s e l v e s  t o  a  l i f e - t i m e  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n .  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  p r e p a r a t i o n  

p r o g r a m s  s e e m e d  to  b e  t h e  c o n c e r n  o f  m a n y  ( C o t t in g h a m ,  1 9 6 6 ; D a a n e  

e t  a l .  , 1 9 6 5 ; H i l l ,  1 9 6 8 ), T h e y  f o c u s e d  o n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c o n c e r n s  w i th in  

t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p r o g r a m s  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n .

M a n y  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  th e  r o l e  a n d  f u n c t i o n  

o f  t h e  c o u n s e l o r .  A u t h o r i t i e s  b e c a m e  m o r e  d iv id e d  w h e n  t h e y  v ie w e d  

th e  c o n s u l t a n t  f u n c t io n ,  P a r k e r  (1 9 6 8 ) s u p p o r t e d  a  c o r e  c o n c e p t  in  

w h ic h  a l l  r e l a t e d  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  s u c h  a s  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s ,  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ,  

a n d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  w o u ld  s h a r e .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o 

g r a m s  s h o u ld  b e  a l lo w e d  to  s p e c i a l i z e ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  G o ld m a n  (1 9 7 3 ) ,

T h i s  s tu d y  r e v e a l e d  th e  c o n t i n u e d  g r o w th  in  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  

c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .  O n ly  o n e  r e s p o n d e n t  s a i d ,  " W e  d id  

h a v e  a  p r o g r a m ,  b u t  d r o p p e d  i t  tw o  y e a r s  a g o .  "  O t h e r  r e s p o n d e n t s  

r e m a r k e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  in  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f u p g r a d in g  t h e i r  p r o g r a m s
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f o r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n . T h e  p r o b le m  s t i l l  fa c in g  

th e  p r o f e s s io n  i s  n o t w h e th e r  w e n e e d  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s ,  

b u t  how  c o u n s e lo r s  c a n  b e s t  a s s i s t  c h i ld r e n  and  y o u th  to  a c h ie v e  s u c 

c e s s  (V an H o o se , P i e t r o f e s a ,  & C a r l s o n ,  1973).

H ow  w e r e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  

d e v e lo p e d , r e v is e d ,  o r  d ro p p e d ?  W hat r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  a n d  in f lu e n c e  

do  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  in  th e  p r o f e s s io n  h av e  to  e f fe c t  

c h a n g e  in  th e  p r o g r a m  b a c k  a t  t h e i r  a lm a  m a t e r ?  How w e re  th e y  to  

p ro v id e  fe e d b a c k  to  th e  p r o g r a m  f r o m  w h ic h  th e y  g r a d u a te d ?  W hat 

in f lu e n c e  d id  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  an d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  h av e  on th e  

d e v e lo p m e n t  an d  r e v is i o n  o f p r o g r a m s  fo r  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r  

p r e p a r a t io n ?  D id s ta te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  la w s  r e f l e c t  a  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  an d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f p r o g r a m s ?  T o  w h a t e x te n t  d id  

th e  s t a t e  d e p a r tm e n t s  o f e d u c a t io n  b e c o m e  in v o lv e d  in  m o n i to r in g  

p r o g r a m s  to  e n s u r e  t h a t  th e  g r a d u a te  w ou ld  d e m o n s t r a te  m in im u m  

e n t r y  le v e l  s k i l l s  an d  c o m p e te n c ie s  n e e d e d  in  th e  s c h o o ls ?  W e re  

r e c e n t  c h a n g e s  in  th e  e m p h a s i s  in  c a r e e r  e d u c a t io n , c u r r i c u lu m  

p la n n in g , and  th e  c o o r d in a t io n  fu n c tio n  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n 

s e lo r ,  f a c t o r s  in  c h a n g e s  w h ic h  o c c u r r e d  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  c o u n s e lo r  

e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  ? F in a l ly ,  how  did  th e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  

(1968, 1971) a f fe c t  th e  p r o g r a m  d e v e lo p m e n t?  T h e s e  o b je c tiv e s  w e re  

p r e s e n te d  in  P a r t  II  of th e  s u r v e y  q u e s t io n n a i r e  a n d  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts
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r e v e a l e d  th e  d e g r e e  to  w h ic h  th e y  u t i l i z e d  th e  fe e d b a c k  f r o m  th e i r  

c o n s t i tu e n c ie s  a n d  o th e r  in f lu e n c e s  to  d e v e lo p  th e  r a t i o n a le  f o r  c h a n g e . 

M an y  r e s p o n d e n ts  p r o v id e d  s u p p le m e n ta r y  d o c u m e n ta t io n  s u p p o r t in g  

r a t i o n a le  f o r  th e  p r o g r a m s  th e y  r e p r e s e n te d .

E le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s . T h e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n 

s e l in g  p r o f e s s io n  w a s  r e p o r t e d  to  h a v e  had  in p u t in to  th e  ty p e s  of 

l e a r n in g  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  c h a n g e s  in  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m s  of a p p r o x i 

m a te ly  70 p e r  c e n t  of th e  p r o g r a m s  id e n t i f ie d .  S u rv e y  re s p o n d e n ts  

r e f e r r e d  to  fo l lo w -u p  s tu d ie s  m a d e  a m o n g  a lu m n i  in  th e  p r o f e s s io n ,  

s u r v e y s  of e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s  in  t h e i r  c o n s t i tu e n t  s e r v in g  

a r e a ,  a n d  fe e d b a c k  f r o m  c o n f e re n c e  w o r k s h o p s .  T h e y  w e r e  d e s ig n e d  

to  h e lp  f a c u l ty  in  t r a in in g  p r o g r a m s  to  u n d e r s ta n d  how w e ll  g r a d u a te s  

f e l t  t h e i r  p r o g r a m s  p r e p a r e d  th e m  to  p e r f o r m  th e  fu n c tio n  of t h e i r  jo b  

s e t t in g  e x p e c ta t io n s .  T a b le  4 . 18 ( s e e  p . 9 ? )  is  a n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of an  

a n a ly s i s  of how  th e  p r o g r a m  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  on  th e  r a t i o n a le s  

and  in f lu e n c e s  in v o lv e d  r e g a r d in g  r e v ie w  an d  r e v is io n  of c o u r s e s  

o f f e r e d .

A s ig n if ic a n t  p r o p o r t i o n ,  17 p e r  c e n t of th e  r e s p o n d e n ts ,  in d i 

c a te d  th e y  d id  not s e e k  fe e d b a c k  f r o m  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s .

A n a d d i t io n a l  13 p e r  c e n t  of th e  p r o g r a m  r e s p o n d e n t s  d id  no t a n s w e r  

th e  i t e m  on th e  s u r v e y .  S om e of th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  d id  no t c o n s u l t  w ith  

t h e i r  c o n s t i tu e n ts  in  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  f o r  fe e d b a c k . S o m e of th e s e  

i n d ic a te d  th a t  th e y  w e r e  in f lu e n c e d  by  w r i t e r s  of p u b l ish e d  s tu d ie s
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r e g a r d in g  e l e m e n ta r y  c o u n s e lin g  in  d e v e lo p in g  p r o g r a m  o b je c t iv e s  and  

r a t i o n a l e s .

T A B L E  4 , 18. - - R a t io n a le s  u s e d  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  of d i f f e r e n t ia te d  
u n i ts  o r  c o u r s e s  in  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s

R a t io n a le  an d  S o u r c e s  of In f lu 
e n c e  f o r  R e v ie w  an d  R e v is io n  of 
th e  D i f f e r e n t ia te d  C o u r s e s

R e s p o n d e n ts  
Y e s No No R e s p o n s e

a n d  P r o g r a m s No. % No. % T o I te m s

1. S ta te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  la w s 171 73% 43 18% 6%
2 . A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s

(1968 . 1971) 167 71% 21 9% 20%
3. In f o rm a t io n  f e e d b a c k  f r o m  

c o n s t i t u e n c i e s :
E le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s 163 70% 40 17% 13%
E le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l t e a c h e r s 135 57% 51 22% 21%
S c h o o l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s 132 56% 54 23% 21%

4 , C h a n g e s  in  e m p h a s i s  su c h  a s  
t r e n d s  r e p o r t e d  in  th e  l i t e r a 
t u r e  on  c a r e e r  e d u c a t io n , 
p la n n in g  an d  c u r r i c u lu m
in v o lv e m e n t 147 63% 64 28% 10%

N o te , - -T h e  p e r c e n ta g e s  a r e  ro u n d e d  to  th e  n e a r e s t  w h o le  n u m b e r .

E le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s . T h e  t e a c h e r s  in  s c h o o ls  th a t  had 

e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lin g  p r o g r a m s  p ro v id e d  s o m e  in f lu e n c e  th r o u g h  

t h e  u s e  of s u r v e y  i n s t r u m e n t s  o f e v a lu a t io n  a n d  in  s e m in a r  w o rk sh o p  

d i s c u s s io n s .  A p p r o x im a te ly  57 p e r  c e n t of th e  p r o g r a m  re s p o n d e n ts  

in d ic a te d  th e y  a t te m p te d  to  o b ta in  f e e d b a c k  f r o m  t e a c h e r s .  M an y  c o m 

m e n te d  th a t  th e y  d id  t h i s  by  c o n s u l t in g  t e a c h e r s  w ho w e r e  ta k in g  g r a d u 

a te  w o r k  in  t h e i r  c o u n s e lin g  p r o g r a m s  a s  w e ll  a s  by  th e  u s e  of s u r v e y s
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o f t e a c h e r s  in  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s .  A p p r o x im a te ly  22 p e r  c e n t of th e  

r e s p o n d e n ts  c h e c k e d  th e  "N o "  r e s p o n s e  an d  a lm o s t  21 p e r  c e n t  d id  no t 

r e s p o n d  to  th e  i te m .

S ch o o l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . A m o n g  th e  c o n s t i tu e n c ie s  of th e  t r a in in g  

p r o g r a m s ,  s c h o o l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  w e re  in v o lv e d  th e  l e a s t  in  p r o g r a m  

in n o v a tio n . H o w e v e r , th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  c h e c k e d  th a t  p u b lic  s c h o o l a d m in 

i s t r a t o r s  p ro v id e d  s o m e  fe e d b a c k  a n d  in f lu e n c e  in  th e  p r o g r a m  re v ie w  

a n d  r e v is io n  in  56 p e r  c e n t  of th e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m s  s tu d ie d .

S ta te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  l a w s . T h e  s t r o n g e s t  in f lu e n c e  in  c h a n g e  is  

th e  s t a t e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  l a w s .  F u n d in g  a n d  a p p r o v a l  of th e  ty p e s  of 

p r o g r a m s  in  w h ic h  g r a d u a te s  e n t e r  th e  c o u n s e lin g  p r o f e s s io n  a r e  

d e p e n d e n t upon th e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of a n  e n t r y  le v e l  s k i l l  c o m p e te n c y . 

C o u n s e lo r s  a r e  c e r t i f i e d  to  d e l iv e r  th e  s p e c if ic  g u id a n c e  an d  c o u n s e lin g  

s e r v i c e s  a t  a  l e v e l  of p r o f ic ie n c y  a p p r o v e d  by a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  s ta te  

a g e n c y . A p p r o x im a te ly  73 p e r  c e n t of th e  p r o g r a m  r e s p o n d e n ts  

b e l ie v e d  th e  s ta te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  la w s  in f lu e n c e d  th e  in n o v a tio n  a n d  

r e v is io n  of t h e i r  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .  S ta te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

la w s  w e r e  p e r c e iv e d  to  h av e  no in f lu e n c e  on p r o g r a m  r e v is i o n  by  

a p p r o x im a te ly  18 p e r  c e n t  of th e  r e s p o n d e n ts ,

A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  (1968, 1 9 7 1 ). T h e  s ta n d a r d s  f o r  th e  

p r e p a r a t io n  of e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  w e r e  th e  n e x t m o s t  in f lu 

e n t ia l  in  m a k in g  c o u r s e  c h a n g e s .  T h e  re s p o n d e n ts  r e p o r t e d  th a t  th e y
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b e l ie v e d  th e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a r d s  (1968, 1971) p ro v id e d  a n  in f lu e n c e  

an d  r a t i o n a le  f o r  p r o g r a m  d e v e lo p m e n t  in  a p p r o x im a te ly  71 p e r  c e n t  

of th e  p r o g r a m s .

In f lu e n t ia l  t r e n d s  r e f l e c te d  in  r e c e n t  l i t e r a t u r e . H a s  th e  

e m p h a s i s  of l i t e r a t u r e  in  c a r e e r  e d u c a t io n  and  th e  e x p a n d in g  r o l e  of 

t h e  c o u n s e lo r  in  c u r r i c u l u m  c o o r d in a t io n  in f lu e n c e d  p r o g r a m  in n o v a 

t io n ?  R e s p o n d e n ts  in  63 p e r  c e n t  of th e  p r o g r a m s  in d ic a te d  th a t  

c h a n g e s  r e p o r t e d  in  th e  r e la t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  in  c a r e e r  e d u c a t io n  an d  

th e  r o l e  of th e  c o u n s e lo r  had in f lu e n c e d  c h a n g e s  in  r e v is io n  of t h e i r  

c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .  H o w e v e r , 28 p e r  c e n t  of th e  r e s p o n 

d e n ts  in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  d e v e lo p m e n ts  r e p o r t e d  in  th e  r e c e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  

had  no in f lu e n c e  on p r o g r a m  re v ie w  o r  r e v is io n .

S u m m a r ie s  of s e le c te d  r a t i o n a le  s t a t e m e n t s

R a t io n a le  s t a t e m e n t s . R e s p o n d e n ts  te n d e d  to  sh o w  v a r ie ty  in  

r a t i o n a le  s ta t e m e n t s  f o r  c o u r s e s  in  c o m m e n ts  on  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e ,

A g e n e r o u s  a m o u n t of m a t e r i a l  w a s  p ro v id e d  b y  m a n y  r e s p o n d e n ts  

w h ic h  in c lu d e d  s t a t e m e n t s  of th e  o b je c t iv e s ,  m i s s io n ,  p h i lo so p h y , and  

c o u r s e  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f t h e i r  p r o g r a m s .  R a t io n a le  f o r  p r o g r a m  c o n te n t 

w a s  r e v e a l e d  an d  s u p p o r te d  by th e  fo llo w in g  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  id e a s  

s e l e c t e d  a n d  p a r a p h r a s e d  f r o m  th e  r e a m s  o f  s u p p le m e n ta r y  m a t e r i a l s  

r e c e iv e d  f r o m  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  ;
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1, P r o g r a m s  a r e  t a i l o r e d  to  in d iv id u a l  n e e d s  th r o u g h  
in n o v a tiv e  a t t e m p t s  to  im p ro v e  c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e  in  
c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  an d  h u m an  r e s o u r c e s .

2 , A m o d e l of s c h o o l  c o u n s e lin g  s u g g e s t s  in d iv id u a l 
s t y le s  a n d  v a r ia t io n  w ith in  th e  p r o c e s s  of " th r e e  
a p p r o a c h e s "  in te n d e d  to  e m p h a s iz e  a  w o r k a b le  
b r o a d  m o d e l  o f c o u n s e lin g ,

3 , T h e  p u r p o s e  of th e  c o u n s e lo r  i n t e r n s h ip  p r o g r a m  
is  to  p ro v id e  an  a l t e r n a t e  ro u te  to  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
a s  a  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  fo r  th o s e  w ho do no t p o s 
s e s s  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o r  t e a c h in g  e x p e r i e n c e ,

4, It i s  in  t i m e s  of s t r e s s  an d  c r i s i s  th a t  t h e  i n d iv i 
d u a l e x p e r i e n c e s  m o s t  d i f f ic u lty  in  r e la t in g  to  s e l f ,  
o th e r s ,  a n d  h is  e n v i r o n m e n t.  M any  c o u r s e  o b je c tiv e s  
an d  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  s e q u e n tia l ly  d e s ig n e d  to  p r e p a r e  
th e  c o u n s e lo r  to  i n t e g r a te  h u m a n is t ic  and  b e h a v io r a l  
s k i l l s  in to  a  p e r s o n a l  p h ilo so p h y  e x p r e s s e d  th ro u g h  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of a c q u i r e d  s k i l l s  and  g o a l - o b je c t iv e  
a c h ie v e m e n t ,

5 , C h r i s te n s o n  (1 9 6 9 ), in  an  u n p u b lish e d  p a p e r ,  s p e c i 
f i c a l ly  r e je c t e d  th e  t h e r a p y  m o d e l a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  c o u n 
s e l in g  b e c a x ise  of th e  l i m i t s  of th e  m o d e l .  T h e r e  is
a  m o r e  a c c e p ta b le  m o d e l  a v a i la b le  to  u s  a t th e  
e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  l e v e l .  T h e  th e r a p y  m o d e l  i s  h e a v ily  
g ro u n d e d  in  th e  n o tio n  of i l ln e s s .  It m a y  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
to  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f m e d ic in e ,  c l in ic a l  p s y c h o lo g y , and  
s o c i a l  w o rk , b u t h a s  no p la c e  in  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f c o u n 
s e l in g ,  A m u c h  m o r e  o p t im is t ic  c o n c e p t  o f c o u n s e lin g  
i s  b a s e d  no t on  i l l n e s s ,  b u t on h e a lth , n o t on a b n o r 
m a l i ty ,  b u t o n  n o r m a l i ty .  M a la d a p t iv e  b e h a v io r  is  
a s s u m e d  to  b e  c a u s e d  by  a  l a c k  of k n o w le d g e , i n f o r 
m a t io n , o r  e x p e r i e n c e  r a th e r  th a n  i l ln e s s .

T h e  o p t im i s t i c  c o u n s e lin g  m o d e l  is  a n  e d u c a t io n a l  
o n e . P a r e n t s  o r  t e a c h e r s  h av e  p r o b le m s  b e c a u s e  th e y  
l a c k  in f o r m a t io n ,  k n o w le d g e , o r  e x p e r ie n c e .  T h e  
c o u n s e lo r - c o n s u l t a n t  c a n  in te r v e n e  to  su p p ly  th e m  
w ith  th e  n e c e s s a r y  i n f o r m a tio n  o r  e x p e r ie n c e .  T h e  
e d u c a t io n a l  m o d e l  r e f l e c t s  a  d e f in i te  r a t i o n a le  fo r  h u m an  
b e h a v io r  th a t  s e r v e s  to  i n t e g r a te  th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  
o f  th e  c o u n s e lo r  r o l e  an d  fu n c tio n .
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6, T h e  t h r u s t  o f th e  P r o g r a m  of O r g a n iz a t io n a l  an d  H u m an  
R e s o u r c e  D e v e lo p m e n t i s  to  f a c i l i t a te  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  
o f k n o w le d g e  th a t  h a s  r e le v a n c e  to  m a jo r  c o n te m p o r a r y  
c o n c e r n s  and  f u tu r i s t i c  p r o j e c t io n s .  W e in te n d  f o r  
t h i s  p r o g r a m  to  p ro d u c e  a  m o r e  d y n a m ic  o c c u p a t io n a l  
p r o f e s s io n a l  p ro d u c t.

O u r g o a l is  in t e g r a t i v e  in  g ro w th  and  d e v e lo p m e n t  f o r  
b o th  fa c u l ty  an d  s tu d e n ts  th ro u g h  m u l t ip le  a p p r o a c h e s  
to  l iv in g  an d  l e a r n in g  in  a  f lu id  f u tu r e  an d  a g e  of flu x .

7. M in i- c o u r s e  w o r k sh o p s  a r e  o f f e re d  a n d  s p o u s e s  of 
o u r  s tu d e n ts  a r e  e x p e c te d  to  p a r t i c ip a t e .

8, A m i n i - c o u r s e  p r o g r a m  in  c a r e e r  g u id a n c e  is  o f f e re d  
to  s tu d e n ts .  A d m is s io n  t i c k e t s  fo r  th e  w o r k s h o p  is  
th a t  th e y  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  ow n SVIB an d  K r u d e r  p r o f i l e s .

9. G u id a n c e  fo r  e l e m e n ta r y  t e a c h e r s  an d  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s  
w ill  p la c e  e m p h a s i s  on  th e  u n iq u e n e s s  o f th e  d e v e lo p 
in g  c h ild . E a c h  s tu d e n t  w ü l  p r e s e n t  a  s h o r t  p a p e r  on 
h is  " P e r s o n a l  T h e o r y  of C a r e e r  D e v e lo p m e n t  in  th e  
E le m e n ta r y  S c h o o l. "

10. E a c h  s tu d e n t  c o u n s e lo r  w ill  c o n d u c t a  g ro u p  c o u n 
s e l in g  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  s ix  to  t e n  s tu d e n ts  f o r  t e n  s e s 
s io n s  o v e r  a  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  w e e k  p e r io d .  T h e  th e m e  
w ill  be v o c a t io n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .  C h i ld r e n  w ill  be  
u se d  to  t e s t ,  th ro u g h  s m a l l  g r o u p s ,  a  p r o c e d u r e  th e  
p r a c t i c u m  c o u n s e lo r  m ig h t  u s e .  E a c h  s tu d e n t  is  to  
e v a lu a te  b e h a v io r  c h a n g e  an d  w r i t e  a  s u m m a r y  r e p o r t .

11. G r a d u a te  s tu d e n ts  p la y  a  s ig n if ic a n t  r o l e  in  g o v e r n a n c e  
of th e  d e p a r tm e n t ,  b e in g  r e p r e s e n te d  in  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  
c o m m it te e s  a n d  v o tin g  in  th e  m e e t in g s  o f  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  
a s s e m b ly .

T h e s e  id e a s  f r o m  r e s p o n d e n ts  r e p r e s e n t  a  s a m p le  of s o m e  of 

th e  r e c e n t  d e v e lo p m e n ts  b e in g  im p le m e n te d , th e  in n o v a t io n s  an d  p r o 

c e s s e s  a d o p te d , an d  th e  r a t i o n a le s  in v o lv e d . In s e v e r a l  of th e  e x a m 

p le s ,  r a t i o n a le s  m a y  b e  i n f e r r e d  f r o m  th e  o b je c t iv e s ,  m i s s io n s ,  p o in ts ,
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a n d  p h i lo s o p h ie s  e m p h a s iz e d .  T h e y  r e v e a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  of p h i lo s o p h ie s ,  

r a t i o n a le s ,  and  o b je c tiv e s  a s  e a c h  w a s  r e l a t e d  to  d i f f e r e n t  p r o g r a m  

n e e d s .  T h e y  s u g g e s t  t h a t  p r o g r e s s i v e  an d  c r e a t i v e  in f lu e n c e s  p r e v a i l  

a m o n g  m a n y  w ho a t t e m p t  to  m a in ta in  r e s p o n s ib l e  s t a n d a r d s  in  p r o g r a m s  

o f p r e p a r a t io n ,  T h e i r  o b je c t iv e s  w e r e  to  p ro d u c e  g r a d u a te s  w ho, a b o v e  

a l l  e l s e ,  a r e  h u m a n is t ic  an d  e f f e c t iv e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  in  t h e i r  e l e m e n ta r y  

s c h o o l s e t t in g s .

In s h o r t ,  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  

p r o g r a m s  h av e g ro w n  s te a d i ly  s in c e  I9 6 0 . T h e  I9 6 0  W h ite  H o u se  

C o n fe r e n c e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n ,  th e  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a to r s  w ho p u b l ish e d , 

an d  th e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  (1968, 1971) h av e  in f lu e n c e d  m a n y  p r o 

g r a m  d e v e lo p m e n ts .  T h e y  h a v e  a f f e c te d  d e v e lo p m e n t  of o b je c t iv e s ,  

g u id e l in e s ,  an d  r a t i o n a le s .  S ta te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  la w s  h av e  th e  s t r o n g e s t  

e f fe c t  on  p r o g r a m  in n o v a t io n  an d  im p r o v e m e n t .

F e e d b a c k  in  th e  f o r m  o f  s u rv e y  in s t r u m e n t s ,  i n te r v ie w s ,  an d  

c o n f e r e n c e s  f r o m  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  an d  a d m in 

i s t r a t o r s ,  h as  in f lu e n c e d  c h a n g e  a m o n g  70 p e r  c e n t  of th e  p r o g r a m s  in  

e le m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  e x p e r i e n c e s .

G r a d u a te  s tu d e n ts  h a v e  in p u t in to  p r o g r a m  re v ie w , in n o v a tio n  

d e v e lo p m e n t ,  a n d  e v a lu a t io n . T h is  s tu d y  w a s  no t d e s ig n e d  to  e v a lu a te  

th e  ty p e  o r  s t r e n g th  of im p a c t  th e  s tu d e n ts  w ith in  th e  p r o g r a m s  had  

on  th e  c h a n g e s .  It w a s  a p p a r e n t ,  h o w e v e r , f r o m  s u p p le m e n ta r y  

m a t e r i a l s  r e c e iv e d ,  th a t  th e y  w e r e  in c lu d e d  in  t  he d e c i s io n - m a k in g
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p r o c e s s e s  in  a  n u m b e r  o f  p r o g r a m s .

C a r e e r  e d u c a t io n  h a s  c o n t in u e d  to  r e m a in  in  a  p la c e  of n a t io n a l  

p r o m in e n c e  an d  in f lu e n c e .  A p p r o x im a te ly  63 p e r  c e n t of th e  p r o g r a m s  

w e r e  r e p o r t e d  to  h av e  b e e n  in f lu e n c e d  by  r e la t e d  p u b l ic a t io n s  in  c o u r s e  

a n d  p r o g r a m  r e v is io n .

T h e  r a t i o n a le  f o r  c h a n g e  c a m e  f r o m  m a n y  lo c a l ,  p r o f e s s io n a l ,  

a n d  n a t io n a l  s o u r c e s .  T h e  c h a n g e s  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  c o n g r u e n t  w ith  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  la w s  and  th e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  (1971). In p la c e s  

w h e re  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  la w s  a r e  not e n a c te d , th e  s t a n d a r d s  

o f th e  p r o f e s s io n  a r e  a n  im p o r ta n t  in f lu e n c e .  H ow  did  r e s p o n d e n ts  

v ie w  th e  r o l e  and  fu n c tio n  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r ?  How 

d id  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n a l  e x p e r ie n c e s  te n d  to  

c o r r e l a t e  w ith  th e  p e r c e iv e d  r o l e  an d  fu n c tio n  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  

c o u n s e lo r ?  T h e s e  and  r e la t e d  i s s u e s  wL 11 be  e x a m in e d  in  th e  n e x t 

s u b s e c tio n .

R o le  an d  F u n c t io n  o f th e  E le m e n ta r y  S c h o o l C o u n s e lo r  

R e c e n t  c h a n g e s  in  e m p h a s i s  a s  r e p o r t e d  in  th e  r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e

A n u m b e r  o f w r i t e r s  h av e  r e c e n t ly  r e p o r t e d  r e s e a r c h  on th e  

e f f e c t  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  a s  c o n s u l ta n t ,  th e  c o u n s e lo r  

a s  g ro u p  c o u n s e lo r ,  a n d  th e  c o u n s e lo r  a s  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l g u id a n c e  

s p e c ia l i s t .  T h e  r o l e  an d  m a n y  f u n c tio n s  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l
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c o u n s e lo r  w e re  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  a  c o n c e p t o f th e  s e v e n  " c ' s ” of e l e m e n 

t a r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lin g  (K e a t, 1974b, p , 2 );

1. C o u n s e lin g
Ind iv id u a l  /C  h ild  
G r o u p /  C h ild  
G r o u p /A d u lt

2 . C o lla b o r â t  i o n - C o n s u lta t io n
In d iv id  u a l  /  Ad u lt 
G r o u p /A d u lt

3 . C o o rd in a t io n

4 . C o m m u n ic a t io n

5 . C u r r i c u lu m

6. C h ild  D e v e lo p m e n t E x p e r t

7. C o p in g  D e v e lo p m e n t T e a c h e r

P a r t  in  of th e  s u r v e y  r e q u e s te d  r e s p o n d e n ts  to  id e n t i fy  th e  

f u n c tio n s  in  w h ic h  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  w e r e  v ie w e d  d i f f e r e n 

t i a l l y  f r o m  th e  fu n c tio n s  of s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  by  th e  c o u n 

s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  th e y  r e p r e s e n te d .

In d iv id u a l  c o u n s e l in g . In d iv id u a l c o u n s e lin g  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  a n  

in t e g r a l  fu n c tio n  o f th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r .  R e s p o n d e n ts  in  

70 p e r  c e n t  of th e  p r o g r a m s  r e v e a le d  in d iv id u a l c o u n s e lin g  w a s  a  f u n c 

t io n  w h ic h  th e y  w ould  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  f r o m  th e  ty p e  of in d iv id u a l  c o u n 

s e l in g  in  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o ls .  W r i t e r s  of r e la te d  l i t e r a t u r e  c o n s id e r  

in d iv id u a l  c o u n s e lin g  im p o r ta n t  a s  a n  a n te c e d e n t  to  o th e r  fu n c tio n s  

in c lu d in g  c o n s u l ta t io n , p la n n in g , an d  c u r r i c u lu m  r e v is io n .  T h e  p r o 
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f e s s io n a l  c o u n s e lo r  n e e d s  to  b e  in  c o m m u n ic a tio n  w ith  m a n y  p e r s o n s  

a t  m a n y  l e v e ls  in  m u l tip le  w a y s  ( F u l lm e r  & B e r n a r d ,  1972), C o u n 

s e l o r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  a r e  r e v is e d  to  p ro v id e  t r a in in g  e x p e r ie n c e s  

in  c o m m u n ic a tio n  w ith  m a n y  p e r s o n s  a t m u l tip le  l e v e ls .  T o  do so , 

c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a to r s  in t ro d u c e d  th e  f ie ld  p la c e m e n t  p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r i 

e n c e  in  71 p e r  c e n t of th e  p r o g r a m s .  T h e y  m a d e  th e  i n t e r n s h ip  e x p e r i 

e n c e  a v a i la b le  in  a p p r o x im a te ly  2 9 p e r  c e n t o f th e  p r o g r a m s  id e n t i f ie d ,  

A  to ta l  of 166 r e s p o n d e n ts  in d ic a te d  th a t  th e y  c o n s id e r  th e  c o m p e te n c ie s  

a n d  fu n c tio n s  of c o u n s e lo r s  w ith in  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l s e t t in g  a s  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d ,

G ro u p  c o u n s e l in g . G ro u p  c o u n s e lin g  i s  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  in  t h e o r y  

c o u r s e s  in 191 p r o g r a m s ,  p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r i e n c e s  in  147 p r o g r a m s ,  a n d /  

o r  f ie ld  p la c e m e n ts  in  159 p r o g r a m s ,  an d  i s  c o m p a r e d  in  T a b le  4 , 19 

( s e e  p , 1 0 6 ), G ro u p  c o u n s e lin g  w ith  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  c h i ld  w a s  r e c o g 

n iz e d  a s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  g ro u p  c o u n s e lin g  w ith  a d u l ts  (K e a t, 19 7 4 a), 

G ro u p  c o u n s e lin g  f o r  c h i ld r e n  i s  r e g a rd e d  a s  g ro w th  g ro u p s  by V an  

H o o se  e t  a l ,  (1973, p , 17);

P u p il s  c a n  b e c o m e  m o r e  a w a re  of th e m s e lv e s  an d  o th e r s  
in  a  p h y s i c a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  s e n s e ,  F o u n d e d  in  e x p e r i e n c e d -  
b a s e d  le a r n in g ,  s tu d e n ts  c a n  w o rk  to g e th e r  s tu d y in g  t h e i r  
ow n f e e l in g s ,  r e a c t i o n s ,  p e r c e p t io n s ,  an d  b e h a v io r s .  T h e  
t e r m  " g ro w th  g r o u p s "  s e e m s  to  be  a p r o p o s .

C o n s u lta tio n  w ith  s t a f f . C o n s u lta t io n  w ith  s ta f f  a s  a  to p ic  of

s tu d y  w a s  o f fe re d  in  209 of th e  p r o g r a m s  id e n t i f ie d ,  A  p r a c t i c u m

e x p e r ie n c e  in v o lv in g  c o n s u l ta t io n  w ith  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s ta f f  w a s  p r o v id e d
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T A B L E  4 , 19. - -F u n c t io n s  o f th e  r o l e  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  c o m p a r e d  w ith  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  
r e la t e d  c o u r s e s ,  u n i ts  of s tu d y , an d  s u p e r v is e d  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e s

F u n c t io n s  of t h e  R o le  of th e  N u m b e r  of
E le m e n ta r y  S c h o o l C o u n s e lo r  D i f f e r e n t i -
w h ic h  R e s p o n d e n ts  C o n s id e re d  a te d
to  b e  D if f e re n tia te d  P r o g r a m s

T i t le  of D i f f e r e n tia te d  P r o g r a m s
S tu d ie s  R e la te d  to  th e  O f fe r in g
D if f e re n tia te d  R o le  a n d  C o u r s e s
F u n c t io n  o f th e  E le m e n -  o r  U n its
t a r y  S c h o o l C o u n s e lo r

P r a c -

1. C a r e e r  c o u n s e lin g  171
2 . G ro u p  c o u n s e lin g  166
3. In d iv id u a l c o u n s e lin g  165
4,. C o n s u lta t io n  w ith  s ta f f  158
5 . C o n s u lta t io n  w ith  p a r e n t s  148
6. A s s e s s m e n t  an d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  139
7. C u r r i c u lu m  r e v ie w  a n d  r e v is io n  113
8. F a m i ly  l i f e  c o u n s e lin g  110
9. C o o rd in a t io n  of p a r e n t  in f o r m a 

tio n  s e r v ic e s  107
10, . C o o rd in a t io n  of s ta f f  i n f o r m a 

t io n  s e r v ic e s  93

1. V o c a t io n a l  o r  c a r e e r  
d e v e lo p m e n t  228
G ro u p  p r o c e d u r e s  191
C o u n s e lin g  th e o r i e s  
a n d  te c h n iq u e s  227
C o n s u lta t io n  p r o c e s s  209
C o n s u lta t io n  p r o c e s s  209
I n d iv id u a l a p p r a i s a l  219
E le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l 
c u r r i c u lu m  183
D y n a m ic s  of f a m ily  
l iv in g  114
R o le  d e f in it io n , p r o 
g r a m  d e v e lo p m e n t an d  
c o o r d in a t io n  of e le m e n 
t a r y  s c h o o l  a n d  g u id a n c e  
s e r v i c e s  223

179
203
259+

N o te . -  - F i e l d  p la c e m e n t  w a s  a v a i la b le  in  159 p r o g r a m s .  S u p e rv is e d  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e s  m a y  b e  
in c lu d e d  w ith  e x p e r ie n c e s  in d ic a te d  b y  th e  (bu t, no c o n c lu s iv e  e v id e n c e  w a s  a v a i la b le )  an d  
c o o r d in a t io n  o f g u id a n c e  s e r v i c e s  m a y  b e  p ro v id e d  in  a s  m a n y  a s  62 p e r  c e n t o f  p r o g r a m s  in  w h ic h  
a n  in t e r n s h ip  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  a v a i la b le .

+ T h e  f i g u r e  in c lu d e s  203 a n d  56 u n i ts  of s u p e r v is e d  p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r i e n c e s .
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o r  c o u ld  b e  a r r a n g e d  in  a s  m a y  a s  2 0 3  p r o g r a m s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  

r e s p o n d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e y  s a w  th e  r o l e  a n d  f u n c t i o n  o f  c o n s u l t a t i o n  

w i th  s t a f f  d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  in  1 58  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  p r o c e s s  

c o u r s e  w a s  r e q u i r e d  in  65 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  ( W e h r ly ,  1 9 6 9 ) 

a n d  71 p e r  c e n t  o f t h e  p r o g r a m s  i d e n t i f i e d  in  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y .  T h e  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  p r a c t i c u m  w a s  r e q u i r e d  in  3 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s ,  

a c c o r d i n g  to  W e h r ly  (1 9 6 9 ) a n d  in  39  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  i d e n t i f i e d  

in  t h e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y .

T h e  c o n s u l t a n t  r o l e  w a s  a d v o c a t e d  a s  a  d e f in i t e  f u n c t i o n  o f t h e  

c o u n s e l o r  ( F a u s t ,  1 9 6 8 ; F u l l m e r  & B e r n a r d ,  1 9 7 2 ; Iv e y  & A l s h u l e r ,

197 3  ; K e a t ,  1 9 7 4 a ;  K r u m b o l t z  & T h o r e s e n ,  1 9 6 9 ) . T h e  e l e m e n t a r y  

c o u n s e l o r  s p e n d s  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  h i s  t i m e  w i th  s t u d e n t s  s o  t h a t  h e  c a n  

c o n s u l t  e f f e c t i v e ly  w i th  a d u l t s .  H e  i s  to  e m p lo y  h i s  c o n s u l t a t i o n  s k i l l s  

t o  t r e a t  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  in  a  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  

s c h o o l  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  th e  h o m e .

C o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  p a r e n t s . In  t h e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y ,  t h e  c o n s u l t a 

t i o n  w i th  p a r e n t s  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  w a s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  in  

63 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  a n d / o r  d e p a r t m e n t s .  C o u n s e l in g  s t u d e n t s  

c o u ld  i n c l u d e  e i t h e r  a  c o u r s e  o r  u n i t  o f s tu d y  w i th  t h e  p r a c t i c u m  f o r  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  p a r e n t s  in  a  t o t a l  o f  2 5 9  p r o g r a m s .  C lo s e l y  r e l a t e d  

w i t h  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  w a s  a  c o u r s e  in  t h e  d y n a m i c s  o f 

f a m i l y  l i v in g ,  p r o v i d e d  in  4 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  a n d / o r  d e p a r t 

m e n t s .
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C o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  p a r e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s . M u n s o n  (1 9 7 0 ) 

n o t e d  t h a t  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  p r o g r a m  w a s  to  c o n d u c t  p a r e n t  

e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  to  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  A  m o r e  

l o o s e l y  d e f in e d  f u n c t i o n  w a s  d e s c r i b e d  b y  V a n  H o o s e  e t  a l .  (1 9 7 3 ) .

T h e  c o u n s e l o r  w a s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  a n  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  

f o r  c o o r d in a t io n  o f g u id a n c e  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  c o o r d in a t io n  f u n c t io n  

in c l u d e d  r e p o r t s  t o  p a r e n t s ,  p a r e n t - s t a f f  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  a n d  r e g u l a r  

s t u d e n t - s t a f f  p r e p a r e d  n e w s p a p e r s  t h a t  w e r e  s e n t  t o  a l l  h o m e s .  S o m e  

r e s p o n d e n t s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e a s e s  b e  p l a c e d  

in  t h e  p u b l i c  n e w s  m e d i a ,  b u t  n o t  o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  R e s p o n d e n t s  

c o n s i d e r  t h e  c o o r d in a t io n  f u n c t i o n  o f p a r e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  f o r  

e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  a s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  in  46  p e r  c e n t  o f t h e  p r o g r a m s .

C o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  s t a f f  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s . C o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  

g u id a n c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a m o n g  s t a f f  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n .

I t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  a s  a  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f u n c t i o n  o f t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  

c o u n s e l o r  b y  4 0  p e r  c e n t  o f t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s .

R o le  d e f in i t i o n ,  p r o g r a m  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  

e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  g u id a n c e  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  u n i t s  o f  s tu d y  p r o v i d e d  in  

95 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m s .  T h e y  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  

e x p e r i e n c e s  in  79  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  e l e m e n t a r y  c o u n s e l o r  

e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .  C o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  s t a f f  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  in  

s u p e r v i s e d  p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r i e n c e s  m a y  b e  i n t e g r a t e d  in  t h e  f i e l d  

p l a c e m e n t  o r  i n t e r n s h i p  e x p e r i e n c e .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



109

C u r r i c u l u m  r e v i e w  and, r e v i s i o n . T h e  f u n c t i o n  o f t h e  e l e m e n 

t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  in  c u r r i c u l u m  r e v i e w  a n d  r e v i s i o n  w a s  d i f f e r e n 

t i a t e d  in  113 p r o g r a m s .  S u c h  t r a i n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  in  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  

c u r r i c u l u m  i s  o f f e r e d  in  169  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m s  a n d  r e q u i r e d  in  63 

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m s .  C lo s e l y  r e l a t e d  to  t h e s e  g e n e r a l  c u r r i c u l u m  

n e e d s  w e r e  t h o s e  c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s  a n d  c u r r i c u 

l u m  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  h a n d ic a p p e d  p u p i l .

T h e  c o u n s e l o r  o f t e n  s e r v e s  a s  a  c o n s u l t a n t  w i th  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  

a n d  t e a c h e r s .  H e  i s  a  r e s o u r c e  p e r s o n  w h o  m a y  a s s i s t  s t a f f  p e r s o n n e l  

to  d r a w  t o g e t h e r  c u r r i c u l u m  m a t e r i a l s  d e s i g n e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  t h e  c h i ld  i n  t h r e e  w a y s  ; (a )  h e  e v a l u a t e s  a c h i e v e m e n t  

l e v e l s  a n d  l e a r n i n g  n e e d s ;  (b ) h e  p r e s c r i b e s  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  c o m 

m e n s u r a t e  w i th  o b j e c t i v e s ;  (c ) h e  e v a l u a t e s  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e s e  

l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  ( G a a s h o l t ,  1 9 7 0 ).

A s s e s s m e n t , i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r  u s e s  o f  t e s t s . A s s e s s 

m e n t ,  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r  u s e s  o f  t e s t s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  a s  a  

c o u r s e  in  139 p r o g r a m s  a n d / o r  d e p a r t m e n t s .  T h e  r a t i o n a l e  i s  t h a t  t h e  

o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  p u r p o s e s  o f  t e s t s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a  n e e d  

e x i s t s  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  t h e  c o u r s e .  I n d iv id u a l  a p p r a i s a l  i s  o f f e r e d  in  

2 1 9  p r o g r a m s .  A  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  c o u r s e  in  r e s e a r c h  s k i l l s  i s  r e q u i r e d  

in  187  p r o g r a m s .

C o u n s e l in g  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s . C o u n s e l i n g  p r a c t i c e s  

a n d  t e c h n iq u e s  w a s  o f f e r e d  a s  a  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  c o u r s e  i n  2 2 7  p r o g r a m s .
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A  p r a c t i c u m  r e l a t e d ,  t o  t h i s  c o u r s e  w a s  o f f e r e d  i n  179  p r o g r a m s .  

R e s p o n d e n t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  c o n s i d e r e d  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l i n g  

p r a c t i c e s  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s  to  b e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  in  161 p r o g r a m s  a n d / o r  

d e p a r t m e n t s .  T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  n e e d s ,  a s  d e s c r i b e d  b y  V a n  H o o s e  

( 1 9 6 8 ), a r e  d i f f e r e n t  a t  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  l e v e l  t h a n  a t  m o r e  m a t u r e  

l e v e l s  o f  p u p i l  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( s e e  p . 93 o f  t h i s  s t u d y ) .

C a r e e r  c o u n s e l i n g . T h e  r o l e  a n d  f u n c t i o n  o f c a r e e r  c o u n s e l i n g  

w a s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  i n  c o n c e p t ,  a p p r o a c h ,  a n d  t e c h n iq u e s  i n  171 p r o g r a m s .  

R e s p o n d e n t s  t o  t h e  i t e m  r e p r e s e n t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  73 p e r  c e n t  o f t h e  

p r o g r a m s  i d e n t i f i e d .  V o c a t i o n a l  o r  c a r e e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e o r y ,  in c lu d in g  

t h e  u s e  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n ,  w a s  

p r o v i d e d  in  e i t h e r  e l e c t i v e  o r  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e  w o r k  in  2 2 5  o r  96  p e r  

c e n t  o f  t h e  i d e n t i f i e d  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m s .  C a r e e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  

t h e o r y  w a s  v i e w e d  a s  a  l i f e l o n g  a p p r o a c h  t h a t  p e r m e a t e s  a l l  a r e a s  o f 

a  p e r s o n ' s  l i f e  ( G ib s o n ,  1 9 7 2 ; G y s b e r s ,  1 9 7 2 ; R h o d e s ,  1 9 7 0 ).

F a m i l y  l i f e  c o u n s e l i n g . T h e  f u n c t io n  o f t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  

c o u n s e l o r  in  f a m i l y  l i f e  c o u n s e l i n g  w a s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  in  4 7  p e r  c e n t  o f  

t h e  p r o g r a m s  i d e n t i f i e d .  T h e  d y n a m i c s  o f  f a m i l y  l i v in g  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  

i n  1 1 4  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m s .  P a r e n t s  o f  p r e a d o l e s c e n t  c h i l d r e n  

f a c e  p r o b l e m s  c o n s i d e r e d  d i f f e r e n t  i n  k in d  a n d  d e g r e e  f r o m  t h o s e  

f a c e d  b y  f a m i l i e s  w i th  a d o l e s c e n t s .  C o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  p a r e n t s  i n  t h e o r y  

a n d  p r a c t i c e  i s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d .
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In  s u m m a r y ,  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  v ie w e d  th e  r o l e  a n d  f u n c t i o n s  o f  

t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  a s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  s e c o n 

d a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r .  T a b le  4 . 19 ( s e e  p .  1 0 6 ) , c o n t a in s  d a t a  a r r a n g e d  

t o  h e lp  c o n c e p t u a l i z e t h e  i t e m s  p r e s e n t e d  in  t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  f i n d i n g s .  

T h e  p a g e  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w h ic h  c o n t a in e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  

t o  r o l e  a n d  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  w a s  n o t  a n s w e r e d  

b y  e ig h t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s .  T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  c o n g r u e n t  b e t w e e n  th e  

p e r c e i v e d  r o l e  a n d  f u n c t i o n  a n d  t h e  t r a i n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  p r o v i d e d .

P r o g r a m  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  D i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  o f  E l e m e n t a r y  
S c h o o l  C o u n s e l o r  E d u c a t io n  P r o g r a m s

T h e  f o u r t h  a n d  f i n a l  p h a s e  o f t h e  s u r v e y  w a s  d e s i g n e d  to  d e t e r 

m i n e  i f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  

i s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f r o m  s e c o n d a r y  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .

R e c e n t  c h a n g e s  in  e m p h a s i s  a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e

T h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  c a m e  i n to  t h e  s c h o o l  t h r o u g h  

t h e  f r o n t  d o o r .  T h e  c h a l l e n g e  w a s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  of h i s  s e r v i c e s  

a n d  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  r e l a t i n g  to  h is  r o l e  a n d  f u n c t io n  a s  a  c o u n s e l o r  

in  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  s e t t i n g .  P r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a t u s  a n d  r e c o g n i t i o n  

w a s  c o n f e r r e d  g r u d g i n g l y  a n d  s lo w ly  b y  s o c i e t y .  T h e  p r o f e s s i o n  w a s  

n e i t h e r  s e l f - o r d a i n e d  n o r  s e l f - s e r v i n g .  S e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  c o u ld  n o t 

b e  d u p l i c a t e d  b y  t h o s e  a l r e a d y  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e  s e r v i c e s  m u s t  b e  n e c e s 
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s a r y ,  u n iq u e ,  a n d  p u b l i c l y  v i s i b l e  w i th  l o n g - t e r m  b e n e f i t s  o n  a  c o n t i n u 

in g  b a s i s  (V a n  H o o s e  e t  a l .  , 1 9 7 3 ) .

F a u s t  (1 9 6 5 )  r e p o r t e d  f a in t  r u m b l i n g s  o f  a  n e w  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  a b o u t  t o  e m e r g e  i n to  a  f u l l - f l e d g e d  o r  

v i a b l e  p l a c e  o n  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  t e r r a i n ,  a s  n o te d  b y  D a a n e  e t  a l .  (1 9 6 5 ) .  

S h o u ld  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  b e  a  p e r s o n  w i th  g r a d u a t e  p r o 

f e s s i o n a l  s k i l l s ?  L o r i m e r  a n d  H a d d a d  (1 9 6 9 ) ,  a s  p u b l i s h e d  b y  O s b o r n e  

a n d  E n g le  (1 9 7 1 ) , r e c o m m e n d e d  a  f o u r - y e a r  g e n e r a l i s t  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  

p r o g r a m .

T h e  c e n t r a l  f u n c t io n  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  g u id a n c e  w a s  to  

e n h a n c e  a n d  i m p r o v e  th e  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  s o  t h a t  e a c h  p u p i l  h a d  

a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  l e a r n  to  t h e  b e s t  o f  h is  a b i l i t y .  T h e  g u id a n c e  w o r k e r  

m u s t  r e l a t e  e f f e c t i v e ly  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  s t a f f  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p u p i l s  a n d  

p a r e n t s  t o  h e lp  m a x i m i z e  t h e  l e a r n i n g  s i t u a t i o n  ( M u n s o n , 1 9 7 0 ).

S e l e c t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g . W h a t  d id  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e v e a l  a b o u t  t h e  

s e l e c t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  o f t h e  s t u d e n t  w h o  s h o u ld  e n t e r  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  

s c h o o l  c o u n s e l i n g  p r o f e s s i o n ?  T h e  p r o f e s s i o n  w o u ld  r e q u i r e  p e r s o n n e l  

w h o  w e r e  w e l l  i n f o r m e d ,  a s t u t e ,  a n d  w h o  w e r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  

i n d i v id u a l s  in  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  b e c o m in g .  E l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s  

m u s t  s u b o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  o w n  n e e d s  a n d  f e e l i n g s  t o  t h e  n e e d s  a n d  f e e l i n g s  

o f  c h i l d r e n ,  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  p a r e n t s  t h e y  s e r v e .  C o u n s e l o r s  m u s t  b e  

o b j e c t i v e ,  o p e n , a n d  w i l l in g  to  a d a p t  o r  c h a n g e ,  a s  s i t u a t i o n s  d i c t a t e .

T o  a s s i s t  o t h e r s  to  d e v e lo p  d e c i s i o n - m a l d n g  s k i l l s ,  t h e y  m u s t  m a k e

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



113

s o u n d  j u d g m e n t s  ( M u n s o n ,  1 9 7 0 ),

V a n  H o o s e  e t  a l ,  (1 9 7 3 )  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  

c o u n s e l o r s  m u s t  i n v o lv e  t h e m s e l v e s  in  s u c h  m a t t e r s  a s  c o u n s e l o r  

s e l e c t i o n ,  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  c o d e s ,  a n d  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  e l e m e n 

t a r y  s c h o o l  g u i d a n c e .  T h e y  m u s t  b e c o m e  a c t iv e  in  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  

w o r k  w i th  c o l l e a g u e s  o f  t h e  c o u n s e l i n g  p r o f e s s i o n .  T h e y  m u s t  w o r k  

c o o p e r a t i v e l y  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p o l i c i e s ,  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  a r e  

c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  b e s t  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  p r o v i d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  

t o  t e a c h e r s ,  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  y o u th .  A c c o r d i n g  to  V a n  H o o s e  e t  a l .  (1 9 7 3 , 

p p . 2 7 0 - 2 7 1 ) ,  s u c c e s s f u l  c o u n s e l i n g  in  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  r e q u i r e s  

c o u n s e l o r s  w h o  h a v e  t h e  f o l l o w in g  a b i l i t i e s :

1, P r o f e s s i o n a l  r i s k - t a k i n g ,

2 ,  R e s i s t  p r e s s u r e  to  d i s t o r t  t h e  c o u n s e l i n g  r o l e ,

3 , I n s i s t  u p o n  e n o u g h  r o o m  to  d o  t h e  j o b .

4 ,  I n s i s t  u p o n  h a v in g  m a j o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  d e f in in g  
o n e 's  r o l e ,

5 , C h a n g e  f u n c t i o n s  w h ic h  a r e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  
c o u n s e l o r s ,

6 , M u s t  n o t  d i s a s s o c i a t e  f r o m  o t h e r  e d u c a t o r s  a n d  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o u n s e l o r s .

P e r s o n a l i t y  f a c t o r s , W e r e  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  f a c t o r s  n e e d e d  in  

s u c c e s s f u l  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th e  p e r s o n a l i t y  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s ?  T h e  t r a i n e d  c o u n s e l o r  

m u s t  i d e n t i f y  h i s  f e e l i n g s  in  s i t u a t i o n s  o f  c o n f l i c t  o r  a m b i g u i t y  a n d
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d e v e l o p  w a y s , o f  d e a l in g  w i t h  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s  a n d  i n d i v id u a l s .  H is  

s u c c e s s  w i l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  d e a l  w i th  t h e  f e e l i n g s  

a n d  a c t i o n s  o f  o t h e r s  t o w a r d  h im  ( M u n s o n , 1 9 7 0 ) , H is  o b j e c t i v i t y  a n d  

j u d g m e n t  i n  h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e  

f e e l i n g s  o f  o t h e r s .  T h e r e b y ,  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o u n s e l o r  m u s t  b e  p e r 

c e i v e d  a s  d e f in in g  h i s  r o l e  b o th  in  w o r d  a n d  b e h a v i o r  a s  o n e  w h o  i s  

h u m a n i s t i c .

A s  w e  a r e  w i l l in g  t o  m o v e  a w a y  f r o m  th e  k n o w n  t o w a r d  th e  

u n k n o w n  a n d  to  r i s k  a n d  a c c e p t  n e w  c h a l l e n g e s ,  w e  a r e  t h e n  r e a d y  to  

s e t  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  o u r  p o t e n t i a l .  P e r s o n a l i t y  f a c t o r s  a c c o u n t  f o r  m u c h  

o f  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  b e h a v i o r .  T h e y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  c o u n 

s e l o r ' s  i d i o g r a p h i c  n a t u r e  o f  r o l e  e n a c t m e n t .  P e r s o n a l i t y  f a c t o r s  

a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  d e g r e e  o f a m b i g u i t y  a n d  c o n f l i c t  w h ic h  a  s c h o o l  c o u n 

s e l o r  f iM s  t o l e r a b l e  ( M u n s o n ,  1 9 7 0 ) , S u p p le m e n t a r y  d o c u m e n ta t io n  

r e c e i v e d  f r o m  s o m e  r e s p o n d e n t s  d e s c r i b e s  a t t e m p t s  t o  e v a l u a t e  

p e r s o n a l i t y  f a c t o r s  ( s e e  p p , 1 0 0 -1 0 1  o f t h i s  s tu d y ) .

D i f f e r e n t i a t e d  i t e m s  in  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  
c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s

T h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  w o n d e r e d  w h e th e r  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s ,  

a s  p e r s o n s ,  w e r e  v ie w e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  f r o m  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s .  

T h e r e  m a y  b e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h e  w a y  t h a t  p r o g r a m  r e s p o n d e n t s  p e r 

c e i v e d  t h e i r  p r o g r a m s  a s  b e i n g  a d m i n i s t e r e d  d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  f o r  e l e m e n -
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t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s .  If a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o l i c i e s  o r  p r o c e d u r e s  w e r e  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d ,  w h a t ' i m p l i c a t i o n s  d o  t h e y  h a v e ?

T a b l e  4 . 2 0  ( s e e  p .  1 1 6 )  p r o v i d e s  a  f r e q u e n c y  a n d  p e r c e n t a g e  

f o r  s u r v e y  r e s p o n s e s  c o n c e r n i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  

in  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .  W a s  t h e  g r a d e  

p o in t  a v e r a g e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  t o  a n d  g r a d u a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  

p r o g r a m  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f o r  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o 

g r a m s  ? W h a t  a b o u t  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  t h e  a d m i s s i o n  a n d  s c r e e n i n g  p r o 

c e d u r e s ?  W e r e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a n d  s t a f f  lo o k in g  f o r  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  

q u a l i t i e s  in  a p p l i c a n t s  to  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o 

g r a m s ?  W e r e  t h e  p e r s o n a l  a n d  g r o u p  c o u n s e l i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  f o r  t h e  

c o u n s e l i n g  s t u d e n t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d ?  F i n a l l y ,  w e r e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e 

m e n t s  a n d  th e  t e a c h i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a p p l i c a n t s  in  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  

s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d ?  T h e  r e s p o n d e n t  

w a s  a s k e d  to  c h e c k  th e  p r o p e r  c o lu m n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

a n d / o r  p r o g r a m  h a d  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  e l e m e n 

t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n .

A d m i s s io n  s t a n d a r d s . D i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  in  a d m i s s i o n  s t a n d a r d s  

e x i s t e d  in  12 p e r  c e n t  o f t h e  p r o g r a m s  a n d / o r  d e p a r t m e n t s .  T h e r e  

w a s  no  d i f f e r e n c e  in  p r o g r a m  a d m i s s i o n  s t a n d a r d s  i n  69  p e r  c e n t  o f  

th e  p r o g r a m s .

A d m i s s io n  s c r e e n i n g  b a t t e r y  o f t e s t s . T h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  

c o u n s e l o r  a p p l i c a n t s  w h o  e n t e r e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s
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T A B L E  4 . 2 0 . - - D i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o l ic ie s  an d  p r o c e d u r e s  
of e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s

D i f f e r e n t ia te d  I te m s  of A d m i n i s t r a 
t iv e  P o l i c ie s  an d  P r o c e d u r e s

Y e s
%

No 
N o. %

No
R e s p o n s e s

1. C o u n s e lo r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n 100 43% 99 43% 14%
2 . T e a c h in g  e x p e r ie n c e 75 32% 114 49% 19%
3, A d m is s io n  s t a n d a r d s 28 12% 162 69% 19%
4. G r a d u a te  c r e d i t  h o u rs 23 10% 173 74% 16%
5. G ro u p  c o u n s e lin g  ( b a s ic -

e n c o u n te r ) 17 7% 182 78% 15%
6. E n t r a n c e  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e 15 6% 184 79% 15%
7. G r a d u a te  g ra d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e 13 6% 183 78% 16%
8. In d iv id u a l c o u n s e lin g  r e q u i r e -

13 6% 183 78% 16%
9- A d m is s io n  s c r e e n in g  p r o c e d u r e s 13 6% 188 80% 14%

N o te . - - T h e  p e r c e n ta g e s  w e r e  ro u n d e d  to  th e  n e a r e s t  w h o le  n u m b e r ,  

c o u ld  e x p e c t  to  h av e  s o m e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  in  a d m is s io n  b a t t e r i e s  of 

t e s t s  u s e d  f o r  s c r e e n in g  p u r p o s e s .  In  s o m e  c a s e s  th e  s a m e  t e s t s  w e r e  

u s e d . D i f f e r e n t  r a n g e s  o f s c o r e s  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  t h o s e  s e e k in g  a d m i s 

s io n  to  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  in  a r e a s  

w h e re  r e c r u i t m e n t  p r o b le m s  e x i s t e d .  A n e x a m p le  of d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  

is  th e  u s e  of s c o r e s  on  a d m is s io n  s c r e e n in g  t e s t s  (M u n so n , 1970; V an 

H o o se  e t  a l . ,  1973). T h e  s u rv e y  i t e m s  w e r e  no t d e s ig n e d  to  d e t e r m in e  

how  th e  b a t t e r y  of t e s t s  m ig h t b e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d .

S o m e re s p o n d e n ts  p r o v id e d  s u p p le m e n ta r y  m a t e r i a l s  d e s c r ib in g  

how  t h e i r  s c r e e n in g  p r o c e d u r e s  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  in  w a y s  o th e r  th a n  

th o s e  i t e m s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e .  S o m e t e s t  i n s t r u m e n t s  

in v o lv e d  a  s e t  o f q u e s t io n s  d e v is e d  to  m e a s u r e  th e  a p p l i c a n t s '  m o t iv a 
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t io n .  O ne p r o g r a m  h a d  s t a n d a r d i z e d  in te r v ie w  q u e s t io n s  th a t  w e r e  

u s e d  w ith  th e  p r o s p e c t iv e  a p p l ic a n t .  A n o th e r  p r o g r a m  d e s c r ib e d  a  

s c r e e n in g  o b s e r v a t io n  p r o c e d u r e  in  w h ic h  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n 

s e l o r  a p p l ic a n t  w a s  in v i te d  to  e n t e r  a n  o b s e r v a t io n  r o o m  eq u ip p e d  w ith  

s o u n d  a n d  o n e -w a y  m i r r o r s .  T h e  a p p l ic a n t  w a s  r a te d  on th e  m a n n e r  

in  w h ic h  he e s t a b l i s h e d  an d  m a in ta in e d  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e la t io n s h ip s  

w ith  a  c h ild . T h is  p r o g r a m  u se d  g ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  a n d  fa c u l ty  s ta f f  

m e m b e r s  in  r a t i n g  th e  a p p l i c a n t 's  b e h a v io r s  w ith  th e  c h ild , to y s ,  and  

e q u ip m e n t .  T h e  c o m p o s i te  of th e  o b s e r v a t io n  s c o r e s  w e re  p a r t  of th e  

t o t a l  s c r e e n in g  p r o c e d u r e s  w h ic h  w e r e  c o n s id e r e d  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  fo r  

th o s e  a p p l ic a n ts  s e e k in g  to  e n t e r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lin g .

G r a d u a te  c r e d i t  h o u r s . T h e  g r a d u a te  c r e d i t  h o u r r e q u ir e m e n t  

f o r  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  to  be  no d i f f e r e n t  

f r o m  th e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  th e  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  in  74 p e r  c e n t  

o f th e  p r o g r a m s  id e n t i f ie d .  A p p r o x im a te ly  10 p e r  c e n t  of th e  p r o g r a m s  

a n d / o r  d e p a r tm e n t s  h a v e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  g r a d u a te  c r e d i t  h o u r r e q u i r e m e n t s  

f o r  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r .

G r a d e  p o in t a v e r a g e , A fe w  p r o g r a m s  a n d / o r  d e p a r tm e n t s  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e  b e tw e e n  th e  p r o g r a m  e n t r a n c e  a n d  g r a d u a t io n  p o l i c i e s .

T h e  G P A  f o r  a p p l ic a n ts  e n te r in g  a n  e l e m e n ta r y  c o u n s e lo r  t r a in in g  p r o 

g r a m  w a s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  in  5 p e r  c e n t  of th e  p r o g r a m s  id e n t i f ie d .  D if 

f e r e n t i a t i o n  r e l a t e s  to  th e  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e  r e q u i r e m e n t  fo r  e l e m e n 

t a r y  an d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .
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P e r s o n a l  c o u n s e lin g  r e q u i r e m e n t , T h e  p e r s o n a l  c o u n s e lin g  

r e q u i r e m e n t  is  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r  a  p r o s p e c t iv e  c o u n s e lo r  to  r e c e iv e  

c o u n s e lin g  by  a n  a p p r o v e d  c o u n s e lo r  in  th e  s tu d e n t c o u n s e lin g  c e n te r  

o r  d e p a r tm e n t .  T h e  p e r s o n a l  c o u n s e lin g  r e q u i r e m e n t  w a s  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  

in  5 p e r  c e n t o f th e  p r o g r a m s  fo r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  

s tu d e n ts .

G ro u p  c o u n s e lin g  r e q u i r e m e n t  (b a s ic  e n c o u n te r ) . T h e  g ro u p  

c o u n s e lin g  r e q u i r e m e n t  p r o v id e s  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  th e  c o u n s e lo r - in -  

t r a in in g  to  r e c e iv e  fe e d b a c k  r e g a r d in g  h is  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  a n d  h u m an  

r e la t io n  s k i l l s  b y  a  g ro u p  o f p e e r s .  G ro u p  c o u n s e lin g  w a s  c o n d u c te d  

by  one o r  m o r e  l e a d e r s ,  w ho w e r e  p r o f e s s io n a l ly  t r a in e d  and  e x p e r i 

e n c e d  in  g ro u p  c o u n s e lin g . R e s p o n d e n ts  in  7 p e r  c e n t  o f th e  p r o g r a m s  

a n d / o r  d e p a r tm e n t s  r e p o r t e d  th e  g ro u p  c o u n s e lin g  r e q u i r e m e n t  w a s  

d i f f e r e n t ia te d  f o r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lin g  s tu d e n ts .

C o u n s e lo r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s . T h e  c o u n s e lo r  c e r t i f i 

c a t io n  i t e m  w a s  d e s ig n e d  to  d e t e r m in e  if  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n 

s e l in g  s tu d e n t  m u s t  b e  c e r t i f i e d  to  t e a c h  in  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  o r  m id d le  

s c h o o l .  R e s p o n d e n ts  in  100 p r o g r a m s  a n d / o r  d e p a r tm e n t s  in d ic a te d  

"Y E S "  in  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e  to  th e  d i f f e r e n t ia t io n  of c o u n s e lo r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

r e q u i r e m e n t s .

A n in t e r n s h ip  a l t e r n a t i v e  w a s  s u g g e s te d  b y  W h ite  an d  P a r s o n s  

(1974) in  w h ic h  th e  c o u n s e lo r - i n - t r a in i n g  w ou ld  r e p la c e  r e q u i r e d  

t e a c h in g  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  a  s u p e r v is e d  c o u n s e lin g  p la c e m e n t .  T h e
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i n t e r n s h ip  w o u ld  b e  in  th e  ty p e  of s c h o o l s e t t in g  in  w h ic h  he w a s  

p r e p a r in g  to  c o u n s e l .  T h is  k in d  of t r a in in g  w ou ld  p ro v id e  a n  o p p o r 

tu n i ty  f o r  th e  c o u n s e lo r  t r a i n e e  to  d e v e lo p  s k i l l s  an d  p r o f e s s io n a l  

c o m p e te n c y  in  th e  s e t t in g .  T h e  i n t e r n  w o u ld  g a in  s k i l l  in  r e la t in g  to  

s ta f f ,  p a r e n t s ,  an d  c h i ld r e n  a s  a  c o u n s e lo r - c o n s u l t a n t .  In  s h o r t ,  th e  

i n t e r n s h ip  e x p e r ie n c e  w ould  s e r v e  a s  a  l e g i t im a te  m e a n s  of b y - p a s s in g  

th e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a n d / o r  te a c h in g  r e q u i r e m e n t .  R e s p o n d e n ts  in  te n  

s t a t e s  r e p o r t e d  th e y  d id  no t h av e  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  c o u n s e lo r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

la w s  a n d  14 s t a t e s  d id  no t h a v e  te a c h in g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  c o u n s e lo r  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  O n e - th ir d  of th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  r e p o r t e d  th a t  t h e i r  p r o 

g r a m s  a n d / o r  d e p a r tm e n t s  r e q u i r e d  p r e p a r a t io n  in  te a c h in g  a t  th e  

l e v e l  in  w h ic h  th e  c o u n s e lo r  in te n d e d  to  w o rk .

T e a c h in g  e x p e r ie n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s . O f th e  d e p a r tm e n t s  a n d  

p r o g r a m s  s u rv e y e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y , 33 p e r  c e n t had  te a c h in g  e x p e r ie n c e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s .  T h e  te a c h in g  r e q u i r e m e n t  w a s  to  h av e  b e e n  a t  th e  le v e l  

o f e d u c a t io n  in  w h ic h  th e  p e r s o n  in te n d e d  to  c o u n s e l .  T h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

r a n g e d  f r o m  one to  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f te a c h in g  e x p e r ie n c e ,  in  th o s e  d i f 

f e r e n t i a t e d  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .

S u m m a ry  of a d m in i s t r a t i v e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f in d in g s

T h e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  of e l e m e n ta r y  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  w a s  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  in  a p p r o x im a te ly  12 p e r  c e n t  of th e  p r o g r a m s  id e n t i f ie d .  

S p e c if ic a l ly ,  th e  a d m is s io n  s t a n d a r d s ,  s c r e e n in g  p r o c e d u r e s ,  an d
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g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  in  6 p e r  c e n t  of t h e  p r o g r a m s .  

A ls o , th e  in d iv id u a l  a n d  g ro u p  c o u n s e lin g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t i 

a te d  in  n e a r ly  6 p e r  c e n t  of th e  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  

p r o g r a m s .

T h e  f in d in g s  in  th e  s tu d y  of r e la t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  d id  not r e v e a l  

a  t r e n d  r e g a r d in g  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  of th e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  of p r o g r a m s .  

H o w e v e r , M u n so n  (1970) an d  V an H o o se  e t  a l .  (1973) in f e r  t h e r e  i s  a 

d i f f e r e n t ia t io n  a m o n g  th e  ty p e  o f p e r s o n a l i ty  a n d  s k i l l s  n e e d e d  fo r  th e  

fu n c tio n in g  of a n  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r .  T h e y  m e n t io n  th e  

d i f f e r e n t ia te d  n e e d s  of e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c h i ld r e n  and  s ta f f .  A p p a re n t ly  

fe w  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  p o l ic ie s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  r e f l e c t  th a t  c o u n s e lo r  

e d u c a to r s  r e c o g n iz e  th i s  f a c t  w h e n  p r e p a r in g  s c r e e n in g  p r o c e d u r e s  

f o r  s e le c t in g  a p p l i c a n t s .  D i f f e r e n t ia te d  p o l ic ie s  and  p r o c e d u r e s  w e re  

i d e n t i f ie d  in  a p p r o x im a te ly  12 p e r  c e n t o f th e  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o 

g r a m s  f o r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s .

T h e s e  f in d in g s  le d  to  a n a ly s i s  a n d  te n t a t i v e  s y n th e s i s  w ith  

r e s p e c t  to  c a u s e  f a c t o r s .  T r e n d s  d i s c o v e r e d  in  th e s e  f in d in g s  h av e  

e m e r g e d .  A n o b je c tiv e  in  th e  n e x t c h a p te r  w i l l  b e  to  c o n s id e r  th e  

w a y  in  w h ic h  th e y  c o n v e r g e .  T h e  k e y  i s s u e s  an d  f in d in g s  c o n ta in  th e  

m a t e r i a l  fo r  d i s c u s s io n ,  c o n c lu s io n , a n d  re c o m m e n d a t io n s .
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C H A P T E R  V

D ISC U SSIO N , C O N C L U SIO N S, AND R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S

T h e  Id e n ti f ic a t io n  of E le m e n ta r y  S ch o o l 
C o u n s e lo r  E d u c a t io n  P r o g r a m s

T h e  l i s t s  o f e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  

f r o m  C h ie f  S ta te  G u id a n c e  O f f ic e r s  w e r e  not c o m p le te ly  s a t i s f a c to r y .  

S o m e c h a n g e s  had  o c c u r r e d  in  n a m e s  an d  a d d r e s s e s .  R e s p o n s e s  f r o m  

36 p e r  c e n t o f th e  s t a t e s  o r  t e r r i t o r i e s  in c lu d e d  l i s t s  o f c o u n s e lin g  

p r o g r a m s  in  w h ic h  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  

w e r e  p ro v id e d . T h e  67 p e r  c e n t r e s p o n s e  f r o m  383 q u e s t io n n a i r e s  

m a i le d  is  s u f f ic ie n t  an d  p ro v id e d  d a ta  f o r  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a ly s i s  an d  

v a l id  in f e r e n c e s .

D if f e r e n t ia te d  l i s t s  o f c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  w e re  n o n 

e x i s t e n t  in  64 p e r  c e n t o f th e  s t a t e s  o r  t e r r i t o r i e s .  A d d it io n a lly , q u e s 

t i o n n a i r e s  w e r e  r e tu r n e d  b e c a u s e  of i n c o r r e c t  a d d r e s s e s .  O ne of th e  

m o s t  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  l i s t s  o f c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o 

g r a m s  c a m e  f r o m  th e  S ta te  of T e x a s .  It w a s  in t e g r a l  to  t h e i r  D i r e c 

to r y  of P u b lic  S ch o o l C o u n s e lo r  E d u c a t io n  P r o g r a m s  in  T e x a s  C o lle g e s  

an d  U n iv e r s i t i e s  (1 9 6 9 ). D i f f e re n tia te d  l i s t s  o f a l l  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  

p r o g r a m s ,  s i m i l a r  to  th e  T e x a s  d i r e c to r y ,  sh o u ld  b e  m a in ta in e d  y e a r -
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b y - y e a r  in  e a c h  g u id a n c e  o ff ic e  of th e  d e p a r tm e n t  o f e d u c a t io n  in  e a c h  

s t a t e ,  t e r r i t o r y ,  a n d  th e  D i s t r i c t  of C o lu m b ia .

F in d in g s  an d  C o m p a r i s o n s

R e s p o n s e s  f r o m  258  c o l le g e s  an d  u n iv e r s i t i e s  r e p r e s e n t  a p p r o x i 

m a te ly  67 p e r  c e n t  of th e  to ta l  p r o g r a m  s u rv e y  q u e s t io n n a i r e s  m a i le d .  

D i f f e r e n t ia te d  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s ,  a t  th e  

m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  l e v e l ,  h a v e  in c r e a s e d  f r o m  39 in  I9 6 0  to  234 in  1974. 

T h e  g ro w th  r a t e  f o r  t h e s e  y e a r s  i s  7 p e r  c e n t .  H o w e v e r , th e y  h av e  

in c r e a s e d  f r o m  163 in  1972 to  234 in  1974. T h is  g ro w th  r a t e  i s  22 

p e r  c e n t.

T h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  of d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  

e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  m a y  be  e s t im a te d .  T h is  n u m b e r  i s  c o n s id e r e d  to  

b e  w ith in  th e  ±7 p e r  c e n t in c lu s iv e  r a n g e .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f s u c h  p r o 

g r a m s  p ro b a b ly  l i e s  w ith in  th e  e s t im a te d  r a n g e  f r o m  3 21 . 5 to  3 3 3 . 5 

d i f f e r e n t ia te d  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .

T h e  g ro w th  in  n u m b e r s  of e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a 

tio n  p r o g r a m s  h a s  b e e n  a c c o m p a n ie d  by  a  g ro w in g  n u m b e r  of c o r e  

c o u r s e s .  T h e y  p ro v id e  a  c e r t a i n  u n i fo rm ity  o f c o m p r e h e n s iv e  s k i l l s .

A t th e  s a m e  t im e ,  m o r e  e l e c t iv e  c o u r s e s  and  e le c t iv e  u n its  o f s tu d y  

w ith in  c o u r s e s  e n a b le  th e  c o u n s e lin g  s tu d e n t to  s p e c ia l iz e  in  s tu d ie s  

w h ic h  m e e t  h is  in d iv id u a l  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  n e e d s .  T h is  p e r io d  o f g ro w th
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r e p r e s e n t s  in c r e a s e d  f le x ib i l i ty  t h r o u g h  e le c t iv e  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n i 

t i e s  a n d  in c r e a s e d  s ta b i l i t y  th ro u g h  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e  e x p e r i e n c e s .

T h e  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  a n d  c o u n s e lin g  

p r o f e s s io n  s u f f e r s  f r o m  i ts  y o u th fu l g ro w in g  p a in s .  T h e  r o l e  and  

fu n c tio n s  o f th e  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  a r e  n o t d e f in e d  o r  a c c e p te d  

a s  s ta n d a r d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  n a tio n . F in d in g s  r e v e a l e d  th a t  th e  d i f f e r 

e n t ia te d  p r o g r a m s  p ro v id e d  in d iv id u a l iz e d  le a r n in g  an d  s u p e r v is io n .  

S ta t is t i c a l l y ,  th e s e  f in d in g s  w e re  c o n g r u e n t  w ith  th e  r o l e  an d  fu n c tio n  

o f th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  a s  p e r c e iv e d  by  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts .

A n a s tu t e  c o u n s e lo r  w ith  e x p e r ie n c e  in  e x c e p t io n a l i ty  and  

le a r n in g  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w i l l  be in  a b e t t e r  p o s i t io n  to  s e r v e  a s  c o n s u l 

ta n t ,  A s su c h , he c a n  h e lp  p u p i ls  and  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s  to  en jo y  m o r e  

s u c c e s s f u l  l e a r n in g  e x p e r i e n c e s .  M an y  b o r d e r l i n e  p u p i ls  in  r e g u la r  

s c h o o l  c l a s s e s  a r e  not d ia g n o s e d  a s  b e in g  e x c e p t io n a l ,  bu t w ill  b e n e f i t  

f r o m  s u c h  a  c o u n s e lo r  - c o n s u l t a n t .  T h e  c o u n s e lo r s '  s u c c e s s  w ill  

d ep e n d  upon t h e i r  a b i l i ty  to  u s e  t h e i r  u n iq u e  s p e c ia l t i e s  an d  s k i l l s  in  

m e e tin g  t h e i r  r o l e  e x p e c ta t io n s  a n d  n e e d s  of th e  s c h o o l .

T h e  c o r e  c o u r s e s  s h o u ld  b e  im p le m e n te d  a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  in  

th e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a r d s  (1 9 7 1 ), T h is  s ta n d a r d i z e d  c o r e  of l e a r n in g  

e x p e r i e n c e s  w ill  e n s u r e  m o r e  u n i fo rm ity  in  m in im a l  e n t r y  le v e l  s k i l l s  

in to  th e  p r o f e s s io n .  E l e c t iv e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  sh o u ld  n o t b e  m in im iz e d . 

S tu d e n ts  an d  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  m a y  th e n  b e  e n a b le d  to
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s p e c ia l iz e  a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  by  G o ld m a n  (1 973), T h e  f le x ib i l i ty  of th e  

fu n c tio n s  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lin g  r o l e  w ill  

b e  d e te r m in e d  (in  p a r t )  b y  th e  s t r e n g th s  and  s k i l l s  o f th e  c o u n s e lo r s  

to  m e e t  p u p il  an d  s ta f f  n e e d s .

T y p e s  of L e a r n in g  E x p e r ie n c e s

T w e n ty - s e v e n  c o u r s e  t i t l e s  w e r e  id e n t i f ie d  an d  s tu d ie d . T a b le  

4 , 16 (s e e  p , 90) in c lu d e s  a  f r e q u e n c y  c o u n t of r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s  c o m 

p a r e d  w ith  r e q u i r e d  u n i t s ,  e l e c t i v e  c o u r s e s ,  an d  e le c t iv e  u n its  of s tu d y  

by  th e  s a m e  t i t l e .  T h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  m a t r i x  w a s  u s e d  to  c o m p a re  th e  

r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s  w ith  th e  o th e r  t h r e e  k in d s  of l e a r n in g  e x p e r ie n c e s  

h av in g  th e  s a m e  t i t l e .  T h e  n e g a tiv e  c o r r e l a t i o n  in d ic a te s  th a t  a s  th e  

f r e q u e n c y  of r e q u ir e d  c o u r s e s  d e c r e a s e d  th e  f le x ib i l i ty  f o r  in d iv id u 

a l iz in g  p r o g r a m s  in c r e a s e d  to  m e e t  s tu d e n t  n e e d s  and  i n t e r e s t s .

A c o r e  of e ig h t  r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s  w a s  id e n t i f ie d  in  51 p e r  c e n t 

o r  m o r e  o f th e  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  p r o g r a m s  s tu d ie d  (s e e  T a b le  4 . 5, p. 5 1 ):

1. C o u n s e lin g  t h e o r y 87%

2. G ro u p  p r o c e d u r e s 69%

3. In d iv id u a l a p p r a i s a l 67%

4. R e s e a r c h  s k i l l s 65%

5. S u p e rv is e d  l a b - s k i l l s 60%

6. F ie ld  p la c e m e n t 53%
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7. V o c a t io n a l  o r  c a r e e r  d e v e lo p m e n t 
t h e o r y  51%

8, C h ild  g ro w th  an d  d e v e lo p m e n t  51%

C o u r s e s  m e n t io n e d  a m o n g  th e s e  p r i o r i t i e s  c a n  not in c lu d e  a l l  o f th e  

l e a r n in g  e x p e r i e n c e s  n e e d e d  b y  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r .

S in c e  th e  h ig h e s t  n u m b e r  of c o u r s e s  b e in g  o f f e re d  to  e l e m e n ta r y  

s c h o o l c o u n s e lin g  s tu d e n ts  h a s  c h a n g e d  in  p r i o r i t y ,  th e y  r e f l e c t  th e  

ch a n g e  of n e e d s  b e in g  e m p h a s iz e d  in  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls .  S tu d e n ts  

s e e k  t r a in in g  to  m e e t  n ew ly  d e f in e d  n e e d s  and  o b je c t iv e s  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  

f r o m  th o s e  of th e  " t r a n s p l a n t e d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r .  "

T h e  id e n t i ty  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r  is  y e t  to  b e  

d e f in e d . W h e re  id e n t i ty  of p r o f e s s io n s  in  o th e r  p u p il  p e r s o n n e l  s e r 

v ic e s  ( i . e . ,  th e  s c h o o l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  p s y c h o lo g is t ,  o r  s c h o o l n u r s e )  

h a s  b e e n  d e f in e d , p u b lic  a c c e p ta n c e  an d  s u p p o r t  h a s  fo llo w e d .

A new  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lin g  p r o f e s s io n  is  e m e r g in g  

to  m e e t  a  r e c o g n iz e d  n e e d  in  c o n te m p o r a r y  e d u c a t io n  to d a y . T h e  

e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  is  p r o f e s s io n a l ly  r e c o g n iz e d  in  m a n y  

p l a c e s .  S ta te  l e g i s l a t o r s  h a v e  re s p o n d e d  to  a  c l e a r  m e s s a g e  w ith  

a p p r o p r i a t e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  fo r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  

in  m a n y  s t a t e s .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  an d  s e n a to r s  a r e  r e c e iv in g  th e  m e s s a g e  

f r o m  e d u c a to r s .  T h e  A m e r ic a n  S c h o o l C o u n s e lo r s  A s s o c ia tio n  (A SCA) 

a n d  i t s  s ta te  d iv i s io n s  a r e  u n it in g  to  in c lu d e  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n 

s e l o r s  a m o n g  t h e i r  n u m b e r .  T h e  p u b lic  a w a r e n e s s  c o n t in u e s  to  d e v e lo p
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a s  th e  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  r o l e  i s  id e n t i f ie d  an d  d e f in e d .

T h e  27 o r  m o r e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  le a r n in g  e x p e r i e n c e s  e n a b le  

t h e  e l e m e n ta r y  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r  to  know  p e r s o n a l ly  an d  p r o f e s s io n a l ly  

w ho he i s .  H is  s t r e n g th s ,  s k i l l s ,  and  l im i t a t i o n s  a r e  id e n t i f ie d .  He 

m u s t  w o r k  to  ch a n g e  r o l e  e x p e c ta n c ie s  w h ic h  a r e  in c o n g ru e n t  w ith  

h is  r o l e  a s  c o u n s e lo r - c o n s u l t a n t  an d  to  r e s i s t  d i s to r t io n  of h is  r o l e .  

H is  s e n s i t iv i ty  to  th e  n e e d s  of p u p i ls ,  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  s c h o o l p e r s o n n e l ,  

c o m b in e d  w ith  h is  p r e p a r a t io n ,  w ill i n c r e a s e  h is  p o te n t ia l  a s  a  p r o 

f e s s io n a l  c o u n s e lo r .  H is  jo b  d e s c r ip t io n  and  r o l e  e n a c tm e n t  m u s t  

b e c o m e  i n t e g r a l  and  in d is p e n s a b le  to  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  p r o c e s s  in  th e  

e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l. H e sh o u ld  r e o r d e r  h is  p r i o r i t i e s  to  b e c o m e  u s e 

fu l  to  a  l a r g e r  c l ie n te le .

It i s  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  of th e  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a to r s  in  e a c h  

d e p a r tm e n t  a n d /o r  p r o g r a m  to  m o n i to r  th e  n e e d s  o f i t s  c o n s t i tu e n t  

p u b l ic  s c h o o ls .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  a n d / o r  p r o g r a m  m u s t  

r e v i s e  i ts  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  to  m e e t  t h o s e  n e e d s  a t  d i f 

f e r e n t i a t e d  l e v e ls  of p u b l ic  e d u c a t io n .

S u p e r v is e d  T ra in in g  E x p e r ie n c e s

C o u n s e lin g  l a b o r a t o r y . T h e  c o u n s e lin g  l a b o r a t o r y  i s  a  s a f e  

p la c e  d e s ig n e d  to  i s o la t e  e x t r a n e o u s  v a r ia b l e s .  T h e  s u p e r v is e d  p r a c -  

t i c u m  m a y  b e g in  in  th e  c o u n s e lin g  l a b o r a to r y  in  w h ic h  th e  c o u n s e lo r

R eproduced  with perm ission of the  copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout perm ission.



t r a in e e  h a s  c lo s e  s u p e r v is io n  a n d  s u p p o r t .  H is  c o u n s e lin g  s e s s io n s  

a r e  o f te n  ta p e  r e c o r d e d ,  v id e o ta p e d , an d  c r i t i q u e d  by  p e e r s  and  g r a d u 

a te  a s s i s t a n t s  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v is io n  of a  s e n io r  f a c u l ty  m e m b e r .  

L a b o r a to r y  e x p e r i e n c e s  w e r e  p r o v id e d  in  61 p e r  c e n t  of th e  p r o g r a m s  

an d  w e re  o f f e re d  m o r e  f r e q u e n t ly  th a n  th e  o th e r  s u p e r v is e d  p r a c t i c a l  

t r a in in g  e x p e r i e n c e s .

I n d iv id u a l c o u n s e lin g  a n d  g ro u p  c o u n s e lin g  m a y  p r o c e e d  f r o m  

th e  l a b o r a to r y  to  m o r e  r e a l i s t i c  s e t t i n g s .  T h e  c o u n s e lo r  t r a i n e e  m a y  

b e  a  c o - le a d e r  w ith  a n  e x p e r ie n c e d  c o u n s e lo r  o r  he m a y  b e  on  h is  ow n. 

H o w e v e r , e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  s t i l l  u n d e r  th e  s u p e r v is io n  o f s e n io r  f a c u l ty  

s ta f f .  T h e  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a rd s  (1971) r e c o m m e n d e d  s e q u e n tia l  

p la n n e d  e x p e r i e n c e s .  T h o s e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  w e r e  fo llo w e d , a c c o r 

d in g  to  th e  d a ta  an d  s u p p le m e n ta r y  m a t e r i a l  r e c e iv e d .

T h e  l a b o r a t o r y  s h o u ld  s e r v e  th e  fo llo w in g  p u r p o s e s :  (a) p r a c 

t i c e , w h e r e  th e  s tu d e n t  h a s  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  be  p r o p e r ly  s u p e r v is e d ;  

(b) o b s e r v a t io n , in  w h ic h  th e  c o u n s e lin g  s tu d e n t  m a y  o b s e r v e  p e e r s  

and be  o b s e r v e d  by p e e r s ;  (c) c r i t i q u e  and  d i s c u s s io n ,  in  w h ic h  th e  

c o u n s e lin g  s tu d e n t  i n t e r a c t s  w ith  p e e r s  an d  s u p e r v is o r  a f te r  c o u n s e lin g  

s e s s io n s ;  a n d  (d) e v a lu a t io n , le a d in g  to  a  d e c i s io n  r e g a r d in g  n e x t - s te p  

p la c e m e n t  (i, e . , p r a c t i c u m ,  f ie ld  p la c e m e n t ,  r e p e a t  th e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  

o r  e l im in a t io n  f r o m  th e  p r o g r a m ) .

F ie ld  p l a c e m e n t . A s u p e r v is e d  f ie ld  p la c e m e n t  c o u r s e  in v o lv e s
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p la n n in g  w ith  c o n s t i tu te n t  p u b lic  s c h o o ls ,  A f i e ld  p la c e m e n t  is  o f te n  

a n  a b b r e v ia t e d  i n t e r n s h ip  e x p e r ie n c e .  T h e r e  th e  c o u n s e lin g  s tu d e n t  

has  s u p e r v is e d  e x p o s u r e  to  a l l  th e  c o u n s e lin g  f u n c tio n s  of th e  p r o f e s 

s io n a l  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r ,  A s u c c e s s f u l  f ie ld  p la c e m e n t  

m a y  in v o lv e  one  c o u n s e lo r  t r a i n e e  w ith  one  o r  tw o  in d iv id u a l  p u p ils  

f o r  a  s e m e s t e r .  T h e  s tu d e n t  c o u n s e lo r  in  a  f i e ld  p la c e m e n t  e x p e r i 

e n c e  sh o u ld  b e  e x p e c te d  to  p ro v id e  fu l l  c o u n s e lo r - c o n s u l t a n t  s e r v ic e s  

f o r  th e  fe w  c l i e n t s  in v o lv e d .

T h e  c h i ld r e n  r e c e i v e  c o u n s e lin g  s e r v i c e s  in  w h ic h  m a t e r i a l s  

s e l e c t e d  f o r  u s e  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  a g e  of th e  p u p il . 

T h e  c o u n s e le e s  a r e  o b s e r v e d  in  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  s e t t i n g s .  T h e  s e t 

t in g s  m a y  in c lu d e  c l a s s r o o m s ,  h a l ls ,  p la y g ro u n d s ,  an d  h o m e s . T h e  

t e a c h e r s  a n d  p a r e n t s  of th e  c h i ld r e n  sh o u ld  b e  in v o lv e d  in  th e  r e f e r r a l  

an d  c o n s u l ta t io n  p r o c e s s .

S u p e r v is e d  f ie ld  p la c e m e n t  f o r  in d iv id u a l  c o u n s e lin g  m a y  be  

m o r e  r e a d i ly  a v a i la b le  th a n  in  g ro u p  c o u n s e lin g . S m a l l  c o u n s e lin g  

g ro u p s  m a y  b e c o m e  p a r t  of a  f ie ld  p la c e m e n t  i f  th e  s tu d e n t  c o u n s e lo r  

h a s  had  th e  t h e o r e t ic a l  an d  l a b o r a to r y  b a c k g ro u n d  a n d  i s  a p p r o v e d  by 

h is  s u p e r v is o r  f o r  g ro u p  c o u n s e lin g .

T h e  f ie ld  p la c e m e n t  m a y  no t h av e  b e e n  e q u a l ly  e x te n s iv e  in  

a l l  th e  p r o g r a m s  r e p o r t e d .  H o w e v e r , th e y  in c lu d e d  in d iv id u a l  a n d  

s m a l l  g ro u p  c o u n s e lin g  a n d  c o n s u l t in g  w ith  t e a c h e r s  an d  p a r e n t s  in  

th e  p u b lic  s c h o o l  s e t t in g  in  67 p e r  c e n t of th e  p r o g r a m s .  H ave c o u n 
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s e l i n g  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  33 p e r  c e n t  h a d  a n  a d e q u a t e  s u p e r v i s e d  

f i e l d  p l a c e m e n t ?  S o m e  s i m u l a t e d  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  

c o u n s e l i n g  l a b o r a t o r y .  P lo w e v e r ,  t h e y  f a i l  to  d u p l i c a t e  a c t u a l  c o u n s e l i n g -  

r e l a t e d  e x p e r i e n c e  o f a  w e l l - p l a n n e d  f i e ld  p l a c e m e n t ,  A  f i e l d  p l a c e 

m e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  m i s s i n g  in  a  t h i r d  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  s t u d i e d .  

T h e  f i e l d  p l a c e m e n t  c o u r s e  e x p e r i e n c e  s h o u ld  i n c lu d e  o n e  o r  

tw o  h o u r s  e a c h  w e e k  o f  s u p e r v i s e d  c o u n s e l i n g - r e l a t e d  e x p e r i e n c e s  in  

t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  d u r i n g  o n e  s e m e s t e r .  I t  s h o u ld  b e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  

a n d  c o n s i s t  o f  t h e  d u t i e s  o f t h e  a c t u a l  r o l e  a n d  f u n c t i o n  o f t h e  e l e m e n 

t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r .  A  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  f i e l d  p l a c e m e n t  s h o u ld  

in v o lv e  s e r v i c e s  t o  p u p i l s ,  s c h o o l  s t a f f ,  a n d  p a r e n t s .  T h e  w e e k ly  

s e m i n a r  s h o u ld  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  in  w h ic h  a  s e n i o r  d e p a r t 

m e n t  f a c u l t y  s u p e r v i s o r ,  s t u d e n t  c o u n s e l o r s ,  a n d  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  

s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s  m e e t  to  c r i t i q u e ,  e v a l u a t e ,  a n d  p l a n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  

w e e k 's  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  w a s  n o t  d e s i g n e d  t o  i n f e r  t h e  

q u a l i t y  o f  t h e s e  f i e l d  p l a c e m e n t s  r e p o r t e d  in  t h e  67 p e r  c e n t  o f t h e  

p r o g r a m s ;  h o w e v e r ,  a n  i n - d e p t h  q u a l i t a t i v e  s tu d y  o f  s u c h  e x p e r i e n c e s  

s h o u ld  b e  m a d e .

T h e  i n t e r n s h i p . T h e  i n t e r n s h i p  i s  a  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  t e r m i n a l  

c o u n s e l i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  s h o u ld  p r o v i d e  i n t e n s i v e  d a y - t o - d a y  p r a c 

t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  in  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  s e t t i n g .  T h e  i n t e r n  d e v e l o p s  

h i s  c o u n s e l i n g - c o n s u l t i n g  s k i l l s  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a n  

e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r .  H e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  to  a  f a c u l t y  i n t e r n s h i p
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supervisor for discussion, critique, and weekly seminar sessions.

R e q u i r e d  a n d  e l e c t i v e  i n t e r n s h i p  e x p e r i e n c e s  h a v e  g r o w n  f r o m  

4 9  p r o g r a m s  in  1 9 6 9  to  79 p r o g r a m s  in  1 9 7 4 , P a i d  i n t e r n s h i p s  a r e  

a v a i l a b l e  in  2 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m s ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  

t h e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y .  P u b l i c  s c h o o l s  i n v o lv e d  in  u t i l i z in g  i n t e r n s h i p  

p l a c e m e n t s  m a y  e x p e c t  to  r e c e i v e  q u a l i t y  c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s  n e a r  

t h o s e  o f  m i n i m a l  e n t r y  l e v e l  s k i l l  c o m p e t e n c i e s .  T h e  i n t e r n  m a y  

r e c e i v e  g r e a t e r  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  f r o m  

p e o p le  in  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s  w h ic h  s h a r e  i n  t h e  p a i d  i n t e r n s h i p  p r o g r a m .  

W e l l - p l a n n e d  i n t e r n s h i p  p l a c e m e n t s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  m u t u a l  

b e n e f i t s  a n d  m e e t  th e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  b o th  t h e  s c h o o l s  a n d  t h e  c o u n s e l o r  

i n t e r n .  C o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  m a y  e n jo y  i m p r o v e d  p u b l ic  

r e l a t i o n s  b y  th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f s u c c e s s f u l  f i e l d  p l a c e m e n t  o r  i n t e r n 

s h i p  p r o g r a m s  in  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s .

Design of the internship placement should include intensive 

and extensive learning opportunities. They should provide growth 

and skill-building experiences in all counselor-related functions.

T h e  i n t e r n  s h o u ld  b e  e n d o r s e d  f o r  g r a d u a t i o n  o n ly  a f t e r  h e  d e m o n 

s t r a t e s  m i n i m a l  e n t r y  l e v e l  s k i l l  c o m p e t e n c i e s .

Influence and Rationale in Counselor Education 
Curriculum Review and Revision

The related literature and national trends have had considerable
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i n f l u e n c e  in  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  s i n c e  t h e  d a y s  

o f  t h e  " t r a n s p l a n t e d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r .  "  H e s a w  o n ly  a  f e w  

c h i l d r e n  a  d a y  a n d  p r o v i d e d  s o m e  g e n e r a l  g u id a n c e  s e r v i c e s  in  t h e  

s c h o o l s .  In  f a c t ,  n a t i o n a l  c h a n g e s  in  e m p h a s i s  i n c l u d e  a  c o m p r e h e n 

s i v e  c a r e e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  a p p r o a c h ,  a  c u r r i c u l u m  p la n n in g  a n d  c o o r 

d i n a t i n g  f u n c t io n ,  a n d  o t h e r  i n n o v a t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  T h e s e  f a c t o r s  

h a v e  in f l u e n c e d  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  in  p r o v i d i n g  d i f f e r e n 

t i a t e d  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  f o r  e l e m e n t a r y  c o u n s e l o r s  in  147  p r o g r a m s .  

In  a d d i t i o n  to  u s in g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  a s  g u i d e l i n e s ,  63 p e r  c e n t  

o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m s  a n d / o r  d e p a r t m e n t s  a t t e m p t e d  to  

d e v e lo p  c u r r i c u l u m  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  k e e p in g  w i th  n a t i o n a l  t r e n d s .  

D e p a r t m e n t  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  n e e d  t o  k e e p  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e  t r e n d s  a s  

t h e y  r e l a t e  t o  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  a r e a s  o f i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n .

I n v o l v e m e n t  a n d  in f l u e n c e  b y  c o n s t i t u e n t  p u b l i c s . T h e  e l e m e n 

t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a r e  a m o n g  th e  

c o n s t i t u e n t  p u b l i c s  w h o  m a y  b e  i n v o lv e d  to  h e lp  i n f l u e n c e  p r o g r a m  

r e v i s i o n s .  T h e y  h a v e  s o m e  in f l u e n c e  i n  53  p e r  c e n t  o f t h e  d i f f e r e n t i 

a t e d  p r o g r a m s  t h r o u g h  s u r v e y s ,  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  a n d  w o r k s h o p  c o n 

f e r e n c e s .

E l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s  h a v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n f l u e n c e  o n  

p r o g r a m  r e v i e w  a n d  r e v i s i o n ,  w i t h  t e a c h e r s  b e in g  n e x t  in  s t r e n g t h  o f 

i n f l u e n c e .  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  in  t h e  s c h o o l s  h a d  th e  l e a s t  i n f l u e n c e
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r e p o r t e d .  A p p r o x im a t e ly  4 4  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  a n d / o r  d e p a r t 

m e n t s  d id  n o t  a s k  f o r  o r  r e c e i v e  f e e d b a c k  f r o m  th e  c o n s t i t u e n t  p r o 

f e s s i o n a l s  in  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  T h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  p u b l i c s  s h o u ld  b e  

e n c o u r a g e d  t o  p r o v i d e  s u g g e s t i o n s  a n d  b e c o m e  in v o lv e d  in  r e v i e w  

a n d  r e v i s i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t io n  

p r o g r a m s .

C e r t i f i c a t i o n  l a w s  a n d  A C E S /A P G A  S t a n d a r d s . T h e  in f lu e n c e  

o f  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  l a w s  a n d  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n d a r d s  p r o v e d  t o  b e  s u b s t a n 

t i a l .  T h e  s t a t e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  l a w s  in f l u e n c e d  r e v i s i o n  in  73 p e r  c e n t  

o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  A C E S /A P G A  S ta n 

d a r d s  w e r e  i n f l u e n c in g  g u i d e l i n e s  in  71 p e r  c e n t  o f t h e  p r o g r a m s  

r e p o r t e d .  A t l e a s t  27  p e r  c e n t  o f t h e  p r o g r a m s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  i n f l u 

e n c e d  b y  s t a t e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  l a w s  o r  t h e  A C E S /A P G A  S t a n d a r d s ,

T h e s e  f a c t o r s  u n d o u b te d ly  h a v e  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  w a y  s o m e  

c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  a r e  p e r c e i v e d  b y  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s .  

W h e n  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t o r s  f a i l  t o  k e e p  a w a r e  o f  n a t i o n a l ,  s t a t e ,  a n d  

l o c a l  t r e n d s  w i th  r e s p e c t  to  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n ,  c a n  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i 

e n c e s  r e m a i n  r e l e v a n t ?  If t h e y  d o  n o t  r e c e i v e  r e l i a b l e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f 

t h e i r  g r a d u a t e s '  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  in  t h e  s c h o o l  s e t t i n g ,  t h e y  b e c o m e  l e s s  

t h a n  p r o f e s s i o n a l .  B y  d e f a u l t  t h e n ,  l a w s  w i l l  b e  e n a c t e d  w h ic h  m a y  

d i c t a t e  l e s s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t y p e s  o f  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s .

T h e  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n  a s s o c i a t i o n s  in  e a c h  

s t a t e  s h o u ld  e x e r t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p .  T h e  f a c u l t y  i n  c o u n s e lo r
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e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  s h o u ld  p l a n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o n 

s t i t u e n t  in p u t  r a t h e r  t h a n  l e t  t h e  f u t u r e  j u s t  h a p p e n .  P o o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  

m a y  b e  w o r s e  t h a n  n o n e .

T h e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  p r o g r a m  r e v i s i o n  s h o u ld  b e  g u id e d  b y  th e  

p u r p o s e :  " I t  w i l l  h e lp  t h e  c o u n s e l o r - c o n s u l t a n t  to  b e c o m e  m o r e  e f f e c 

t i v e  to  a  l a r g e r  c l i e n t e l e  in  h is  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e t t i n g .  " D i r e c t i o n  f o r  

c h a n g e s  in  c u r r i c u l u m  s h o u ld  c o m e  f r o m  n e e d s  a s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  

e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  a n d  w r i t e r s  

o f  r e l a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  E t e r a t u r e .  C o m m u n i c a t io n  a n d  r e s e a r c h  s h o u ld  

b e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  i n f l u e n c e s  in  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p r o g r a m  r e v i e w  a n d  

r e v i s i o n .

R o le  a n d  F u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  E l e m e n t a r y  
S c h o o l  C o u n s e l o r

T e n  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f u n c t i o n s  in  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  

s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  w e r e  s t u d i e d .  N in e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  c o u r s e s  w e r e  

o f f e r e d  w h ic h  c o m p a r e  w i th  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  

c o u n s e l o r ,  a s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  th e  r e s p o n d e n t s .  S u p e r v i s e d  p r a c t i c u m  

e x p e r i e n c e s  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  f o u r  o f  t h e  r o l e  e x p e c t a n c i e s .

C o u n s e l o r s  m a y  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  f u n c t i o n s  a t  b o th  t h e  e l e m e n 

t a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  l e v e l s .  R e s p o n d e n t s  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  d i f f e r 

e n t i a t e d  t y p e s  o f  k n o w le d g e  a n d  s k i l l s  w e r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  e a c h  o f  

t h e  t e n  f u n c t i o n s .
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F o u r  t y p e s  o f  s u p e r v i s e d  p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  

a n d  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r .  T h e y  a r e  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  c o u n s e l i n g  

s t u d e n t  to  d e v e lo p  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  s k i l l s  a t  t h e  l e v e l  in  w h ic h  h e  i n t e n d s  

t o  b e  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  e m p l o y e d .  A p p r o x im a t e ly  h a l f  o f t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  

p r o g r a m s  f a i l  t o  p r o v i d e  s u p e r v i s e d  p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f u n c t i o n s  a s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  th e  r e s p o n d e n t s .  T h e y  a r e :

(a )  c a r e e r  c o u n s e l i n g ;  (b) a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t e s t s ;

(c )  c u r r i c u l u m  r e v i e w  a n d  r e v i s i o n ;  (d) f a m i l y  l i f e  c o u n s e l i n g ;  (e ) c o o r 

d i n a t i o n  o f  p a r e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s ;  a n d  (f) c o o r d in a t io n  o f s t a f f  

i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s .  T h e r e  a p p e a r s  to  b e  n o  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  c o u n s e l i n g  

s t u d e n t s  t o  d e v e lo p  s k i l l s  a t  m i n i m a l  c o m p e te n c y  l e v e l  f o r  t h e i r  d i f 

f e r e n t i a t e d  s c h o o l  s e t t i n g s  in  m o s t  p r o g r a m s .  T h e s e  s h o u ld  n o t b e  

o v e r lo o k e d  in  p l a n n in g  f o r  t h e  f i e l d  p l a c e m e n t  a n d / o r  i n t e r n s h i p .

T h e  t e n  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f u n c t i o n s  i d e n t i f i e d  in  t h i s  s t u d y  

in v o lv e d  a  n e e d  f o r  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n  

e x p e r i e n c e s .  F u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  m a y  b e  d e s i g n e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  m o r e  

p r e c i s e l y  h o w  p r o g r a m  r e s p o n d e n t s  p e r c e i v e  t h e  r o l e  a n d  f u n c t io n  o f 

t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  d i f f e r e n t i a l l y .

D i f f e r e n t i a t e d  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P o l i c i e s  
a n d  P r o c e d u r e s

A d m i s s io n  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  i n  12 p e r  

c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  a n d  g r a d u 
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a t i o n  w a s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  in  6 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  e v i d e n c e  

d o e s  n o t  r e v e a l  h o w  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a n d a r d s  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d .

T h e  r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  (M u n s o n , 1 9 7 0 ; V a n  H o o s e  e t  a l ,  , 1 9 7 3 ) 

p o i n t s  to  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p e r s o n a l  d e m a n d s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r o l e  e x p e c 

t a n c i e s  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  a r e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d .  A p p a r 

e n t l y  h i s  t r a i n i n g  w o u ld  n e e d  to  b e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d .

R e s e a r c h  s h o u ld  b e  d e s i g n e d  to  f o l l o w - u p  o n  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s .

O n e  o b j e c t i v e  s h o u ld  b e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  c h a n g e s  in  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  

e l e m e n t a r y  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  h a v e  d e v e lo p e d .  A n o th e r  

o b j e c t i v e  s h o u ld  b e  to  d e t e r m i n e  i f  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  c h a n g e d .  A  t h i r d  o b j e c t i v e  s h o u ld  b e  to  

d e t e r m i n e  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  f o r  e a c h  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n 

t i a t e d  p o l i c y  o r  p r o c e d u r e .

C o u n s e l o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n . A b o u t  h a l f  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  a p p e a r  

t o  b e  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  c o u n s e l o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  l a w s .  R e s p o n d e n t s  n o t e d  

t h a t  m a n y  s t a t e s  d id  n o t  h a v e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  c o u n s e l o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

l a w s .  O t h e r s  n o t e d  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  l a w s  a r e  l o o s e l y  d r a w n  a n d  f a i l  

t o  s e r v e  a  r e g u l a t o r y  f u n c t i o n .

I  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  c o u n s e l o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s h o u ld  b e  d i f f e r e n t i 

a t e d  b y  la w .  L e g i s l a t i o n  s h o u ld  b e  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  c o u n 

s e l o r s  in  t h e  s t a t e  d i v i s i o n s  o f  A S C A  in  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i th  c o u n s e l o r  

e d u c a t o r s .  N o t to  b e  o v e r lo o k e d  a r e  t h e  t e a c h e r s '  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s '
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a s s o c ia t io n s  o r  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  f o r  in p u t an d  s u p p o r t .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n

s h o u ld  h a v e  th e  s u p p o r t  o f th e  p r o f e s s io n a l  p e o p le  in v o lv e d .

S ta te m e n t  o f R e c o m m e n d a t io n s

1. S ta te  d e p a r tm e n t s  of e d u c a t io n  s h o u ld  m a in ta in  c u r r e n t  d i r e c t o r i e s  

l i s t i n g  a p p r o v e d  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .

2 . A  c o r e  o f d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  c o u r s e s  sh o u ld  p r o 

v id e  u n ifo rm  c o n s i s t e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  an d  p e r f o r m a n c e  o b je c t iv e s .

3 . E le c t iv e  l e a r n in g  e x p e r ie n c e s  s h o u ld  p ro v id e  f o r  f l e x ib i l i ty ,  

s p e c ia l iz a t io n ,  an d  in d iv id u a l iz a t io n  in  p r o g r a m m in g .

4 . T h e  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  sh o u ld  r e f l e c t  s e r io u s  i n v o lv e 

m e n t  b y  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  in  m o n i to r in g  an d  m e e tin g  th e  n e e d s  of th e  

ch a n g in g  fu n c tio n s  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r .

5 . C o n s ti tu e n t  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  and  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  

sh o u ld  be  e n c o u ra g e d  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  in  r e s e a r c h  an d  p r o g r a m  

r e v is io n .

6. S im u la te d  le a r n in g  e x p e r i e n c e s  in  th e  c o u n s e lin g  l a b o r a to r y  

sh o u ld  le a d  to  s u p e r v is e d  f ie ld  p l a c e m e n t s .

7. S u p e r v is e d  p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r i e n c e s  sh o u ld  be  in c lu s iv e  a n d  c o n g r u 

en t w ith  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f u n c tio n s  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  th e  r o l e .

8 . F ie ld  p la c e m e n ts  s h o u ld  be d i f f e r e n t ia te d  a t  th e  le v e l  o f c e r t i 

f i c a t io n  an d  in c lu d e  a l l  c o u n s e lo r - r e l a t e d  fu n c tio n s  a s s o c ia t e d
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w ith  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r ,

9 . T h o s e  w ho a r e  in v o lv e d  in  th e  r e f e r r a l  p r o c e s s  sh o u ld  r e c e iv e  

r e p o r t s  a n d /o r  c o n s u l ta t io n s  f r o m  t im e  to  t im e .

10. T h e  in te r n s h ip  s h o u ld  b e  a  t e r m i n a l  in te n s iv e  s u p e r v is e d  e x p e r i -

11. E n d o r s e m e n t  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  sh o u ld  r e q u i r e  d e m o n s t r a te d  s k i l l s  

a t  e n t r y  le v e l  of c o m p e te n c y .

12. C o u n s e lo r  e d u c a to r s  sh o u ld  i n c o r p o r a t e  r e l a t e d  in f o r m a t io n  f r o m  

p r o f e s s io n a l  r e s e a r c h  a n d  l i t e r a t u r e  r e la t e d  to  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  

c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  in  c o u r s e s  an d  u n i ts  of s tu d y  in  b o th  i n s t r u c 

t io n  a n d  s u p e r v is io n .

13. R e la te d  r e s e a r c h  sh o u ld  s e e k  to  fin d  o u t how r e s p o n d e n ts  p e r c e iv e  

t h a t  th e  r o le  and  f u n c tio n  of th e  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  is  

d i f f e r e n t ia te d .

14. R e s e a r c h  sh o u ld  r e f l e c t  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  of d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  a d m in i s 

t r a t i v e  p o l ic ie s  an d  p r o c e d u r e s .

15. L o n g itu d in a l  s tu d ie s  sh o u ld  r e f l e c t  th e  t r e n d s  in  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  

e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s ,

16. A q u a l i t a t iv e  lo n g i tu d in a l  s tu d y  o f d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a 

tio n  p r o g r a m s  s h o u ld  d e t e r m in e  th e  o b je c tiv e s  o f a d m is s io n  

s c r e e n in g  an d  s u p e r v is io n  p r a c t i c e s ,

17. C o u n s e lo r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  la w s  n e e d  to  b e  s t r e n g th e n e d  to  e n s u r e
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d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  an d  r e g u la t io n  o f  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .
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S ta n d a rd s  fo r  th e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s . 
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T h e s e s ,  P r o j e c t s ,  and  D i s s e r ta t i o n s

A lle n , E , L . W. G u id a n c e  in  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o ls ;  C o n tr ib u to r y
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M a r t in s o n ,  W , , & S to u t, R , M in im u m  e n t r y  le v e l  c o u n s e lo r  s k i l l s .
A t a s k  f o r c e  c o m m it te e  r e p o r t  (U n p u b lis h e d  r e p o r t ) ,  1973.
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e x p e r i e n c e s  in  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  p r e p a r a t io n  p r o 
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W E SIE B M  M IC H IO A II m ilV E B S IT T
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
D epartment of Counseling ond Personnel

Alton E. Watts

A P P E N D I X  A

SUBJECT RE: Request for an up-to-the date list of the counselor
eduation institutions that prepare elementary school 
counselors - National Study

W e  are beginning a study of the ways in which counselor educa
tion programs in the United States and its territories are differentia
ting their preparation programs for elementary school counselors.
W e  will communicate with the directors of each counselor education 
program in each college and university, who are now prepar ing elemen
tary counselors for schools in each state, territory, and the District 
of Columbia.

Your staff will have the information readily available. Will 
you please have a copy of the list of public and private colleges and 
universities in your state, territory, and district; of those institu
tions preparing elementary school counselors at the masters level, 
by department, department head, and address; sent to us?

Your response will enable us to begin the survey early, in 
your area. We appreciate your attention to this concern. Please 
accept our sincere thanks. There is a place for you to check, if you 
wish to receive a report of this survey.

Sincerely yours.

Dr. Ken B. Engle, Professor 
Chairman of Committee

Alton E. Watts 
Doctoral Student

Enclosures 2
1) Guide for state departments of education in reporting information 
requested, 2) Return self-addressed postage paid envelope
Letter sent to the Chief Guidance Officer of each State Department of 
Education, to provide lists of institutions preparing elementary coun-
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WKSYERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
D epartment of Counseling and Personnel I 49008

Alton E. Watts

A P P E N D I X  B

Guideline: Please provide a listing of the public and private colleges 
and universities in your state, territory, or district that are now 
providing preparation programs for elementary school counselors. 
Your list will be most helpful if it includes the following information:

Name of Name of Name of
Institution________ Department______ Chairman______Address

You may add other sheets, use "print-outs", or your own lists that 
indicate those institutions now offering preparation programs for 
elementary counselor education programs. Please attach this sheet 
to your lists.

Use a ( ) check mark if you would like to have a copy of the National 
Survey, ( ).

Signed,

Your name. Position and Title

P. S. The self-addressed envelope
is enclosed for your convenience.

This form was mailed to the Chief Guidance Officer of each State 
Department of Education, to use as a guideline to provide the infor
mation needed.
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WEWENM MICHIGAN milVEW SiTY
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
D epartment of Counseling and Personnel

A P P E N D I X  C

SUBJECT RE: F O R T H C O M I N G  E N G L E  A N D  W A T T S  N A T I O N A L  
S U R V E Y

I a m  happy to introduce Dr. Ken B. Engle and Alton E, Watts 
who are beginning a national survey of programs in counselor educa
tion which train elementary school counselors. Their study is an 
historical comparative research which replicates part of the metho
dology of George Hill, (et al.) of Ohio University and Beatrice Wehrly 
at Texas A  & M  (1969). However, this study has its divergent objec
tives which have emerged from their own experiences.

Dr. Engle graduated from Michigan State University (1954) 
and has been professionally involved in educational and professional 
publications as well as full professor of Counselor Education at 
Western Michigan University.

Alton Watts has been an elementary school counselor for 
over three years. He entered our doctoral studies program in the 
Fall, 1970. He was recipient of one Graduate Associates hip and 
two Assistant8hips during his residency studies.

They have plans for sharing a report of their findings with 
all of you who participate and indicate an interest in receiving it, I 
hope that you will be watching for the survey instrument which should 
be arriving in about a week, and that you will return it before the 
holidays. Thanks sincerely for your personal and professional 
concern.

Sincere regards.

Dr. W m .  Martinson, Chairman 
W. M. U. Counseling and Personnel
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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
Department of Counseling and Personnel

A P P E N D I X  D

Chairman or Spokesman 
Counselor Education Programs in 
The United States, Territories, and 
Washington, D.C.

SUBJECT RE: National Survey of Elementary School Counselor
Education Programs of Study and Supervised Experi-

Your state department of education has recently verified that 
you are currently preparing elementary school counselors in your 
counselor education programs.

W e  are beginning a national study of differentiated programs 
of preparation for elementary school counselors in the United States 
and its territories, including the District of Columbia.

The questionnaire has been designed with two main concerns: 
(1) that it will yield the information that meets the objectives of the 
study, and (2) that it will take a minimum of your important time.

W e  thank you and appreciate any brochures or course syllibi 
you may wish to send, which would give us a more complete picture 
of your program and its rationale. Prompt assistance in providing 
us with accurate responses is most important to the success of the

Your involvement will enhance this study and ensure more 
validity to the reporting. Please check on the questionnaire if you 
wish to receive a report summary of this National Survey.

Sincerely yours.

Dr. Ken B. Engle, Professor 
Chairman of Committee

Alton E. Watts 
Enclosures 2 Doctoral Student
1) National Survey Questionnaire
2) Return self-addressed postage paid envelope
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N A T IO N A L  S U R V E Y  
E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  C O U N S E L O R  

E D U C A T IO N  P R O G R A M S

N a m e  o f  I n s t i t u t i o n

N a m e  a n d  T i t l e  o f R e s p o n d e n t _

R e q u e s t  s u m m a r y  o f  t h i s  s u r v e y  _

T h i s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i s  a r r a n g e d  in  f o u r  (4) m a i n  a r e a s  o f  i n t e r e s t .

T h e  f i r s t  i n t e r e s t  a r e a  i s  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  th e  t o p i c s  a n d  c o u r s e s  t h a t  m a y  b e  
i n c lu d e d  in  y o u r  c o u r s e  o f  s tu d y  a n d  s u p e r v i s e d  t r a i n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  y o u r  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  C o u n s e l o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  p r o g r a m .

I f  y o u  a n s w e r  " y e s ,  "  p l e a s e  q u a l i f y  i t  w i th  r e p l i e s  l i k e  t h i s :

1) C h e c k  ( ) w h e th e r  t h i s  t o p i c  i s  t a u g h t  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e ( s )  
o r  is  in c lu d e d  a s  a  u n i t  in  a  b r o a d e r  c o u r s e .

2 ) C h e c k  ( ) w h e th e r  t h i s  t o p i c  i s  i n c lu d e d  in  a  r e q u i r e d  o r  in  
a n  e l e c t i v e  c o u r s e .

T O P I C S  IN C L U D E D  IN  P R O G R A M S Y E S  w e i n c lu d e N o  w e C O M M E N T S
O F  S T U D Y  A N D  S U P E R V I S E D t h i s  t o p i c do  n o t ( I f  m o r e  s p a c e  i s  n e c e s 
E X P E R I E N C E S  IN  E L E M E N T A R Y 1 2 i n c lu d e s a r y ,  p l e a s e  c h e c k  ( )
S C H O O L  C O U N S E L O R  P R E P A R A  t h i s a n d  u s e  a n  e x t r a ,  n u m 
T IO N  P R O G R A M S « 2 ct3 o to p i c b e r e d  p a g e .  P l e a s e

.S m •l i d e n t i f y  b y  u s in g  th e
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  n u m b e r

M U
Ü o 
D U « W a n d  l e t t e r  o n  t h i s  s h e e t .  )



1. C o u n s e l in g  t h e o r i e s  a n d  t e c h 
n iq u e s

2 . G r o u p  p r o c e d u r e s  i n  g u id a n c e  
a n d  c o u n s e l in g

3 . P r o f e s s i o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n ,  a n d  i t s  e t h i c s

4 .  R o le  d e f in i t i o n ,  p r o g r a m  
d e v e lo p m e n t ,  a n d  c o o r d i n a 
t i o n  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  
g u id a n c e  s e r v i c e s

5 . T h e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  p r o c e s s
6 . I n d iv id u a l  a p p r a i s a l
7 . V o c a t io n a l  o r  c a r e e r  d e v e l o p 

m e n t  t h e o r y ,  in c lu d in g  th e  u s e  
o f a p p r o p r i a t e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  
e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n

8 . R e s e a r c h  s k i l l s  t o  e n a b le  t h e  
e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  
to  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  r e l e v a n t  
r e s e a r c h  a n d  t o  a p p r a i s e  t h e  
o u t c o m e  o f h i s  ( a n d / o r  o t h e r )  
r e s e a r c h

9 . O th e r  t o p i c s  r e l a t e d  to  p r o f e s 
s i o n a l  s t u d i e s  in  e l e m e n t a r y  
s c h o o l  c o u n s e l i n g .  (S e e  i t e m s  
11 , 1 2 , a n d  13 b e f o r e  a n s w e r i n g  
t h i s  i t e m ,  )
A , S u r v e y  o f  E x c e p t io n a l  

C h i l d r e n
B . L e a r n i n g  D i s a b i l i t i e s
C . P s y c h o l o g i c a l  D i s o r d e r s  

o f  C h ild h o o d



D . O t h e r s  - -  P l e a s e  S p e c i f y
E .
F .

1 0 . I n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  e l e c t i v e  
c o u r s e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  e d u c a 
t i o n a l  s e t t i n g  in  t h e  e l e m e n 
t a r y  s c h o o l s
A . H i s t o r y  a n d  P u r p o s e  o f 

s c h o o l s  a n d  s c h o o l in g
B . O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  i n f l u e n c e s  

in  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  
( a d m i n i s t r a t i o n )

C , E l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  
c u r r i c u l u m

D , P h i l o s o p h y  o f e l e m e n 
t a r y  s c h o o l in g

E. Sociology of Schools
F .  O t h e r s  - -  P l e a s e  S p e c i f y
G .
H .
I.
J .

1 1 . I n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  
B e h a v i o r a l  a n d  S c i e n c e  
F o u n d a t io n  C o u r s e s  
A . C h i ld  G r o w th  a n d  

D e v e lo p m e n t
B . P e r s o n a l i t y  T h e o r y  

a n d  D y n a m ic s
C . D y n a m ic s  o f F a m i l y



D , G r o u p  D y n a m ic s
E .  T h e o r i e s  o f  L e a r n i n g
F .  B e h a v i o r  T h e o r y
G . O t h e r  R e l a t e d  C o u r s e s
H .
I .

1 2 , S u p e r v i s e d  E x p e r i e n c e s
L a b o r a t o r y  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  
p r o v i d e d  in  t h e  f i r s t  a n d / o r  
s e c o n d  y e a r s ,  f o r  e l e m e n t a r y  
s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  s t u d e n t s  to  
o b s e r v e  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e .  T h e y  
a r e  p l a n n e d  t o  b e  s e q u e n t i a l  a n d  
i n t e g r a t e d  in to  t h e  t o t a l  p r e p a r a 
t i o n  p r o g r a m .

1 3 , P r a c t i c u m  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  p r o 
v id e d  w h ic h  e n a b l e  t h e  e l e m e n 
t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  t r a i n e e  
t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  f o l lo w in g  
u n d e r  q u a l i f i e d  c e r t i f i e d  
s u p e r v i s i o n :
A , C o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  t e a c h e r  s
B , C o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  p a r e n t s
C . C o u n s e l in g  w i th  s m a l l  g r o u p s  

o f  p u p i l s  a n d / o r  p a r e n t s
D.  ± i e i d  p l a c e m e n t  in  a p p r o p r i a t e  

e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  s e t t i n g s  u n d e r  
s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  c e r t i f i e d  a n d  

q u a l i f i e d  e l e m e n t a r y  c o u n s e l o r s  
a n d  f a c u l t y  s t a f f  p e r s o n n e l



1 4 , P r a c t i c u m  e x p e r i e n c e s  
( c o n t in u e d )  I n t e r n s h i p :  
a n  a d v a n c e d  l e v e l  o f o n - t h e -  
j o b - s u p e r v i s e d  e x p e r i e n c e s  
o f f e r e d  i n  a n  e l e m e n t a r y  
s c h o o l  s e t t i n g ,  u n d e r  t h e  
q u a l i f i e d  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f 
s c h o o l  s t a f f  a n d  t h e  d e p a r t 
m e n t 's  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t i o n  
s t a f f

1 5 , I s  t h e  i n t e r n s h i p  a  p a id  p o s i t i o n ?
1 6 , O th e r  p r a c t i c u m  e x p e r i e n c e s  

A ,
B ,

T h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  o f t h i s  s u r v e y  i s  d e s i g n e d  to  i d e n t i f y  t h e  i n f l u e n c e s  a n d  th e  r a t i o n a l e  in v o lv e d  
in  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  c o u r s e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  f o r  p r e p a r i n g  c o u n s e l o r s  w h o  p l a n  
t o  b e c o m e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s .

P l e a s e  m a k e  a  c h e c k  ( ) in  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o lu m n  w h ic h  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  f a c t o r s  w h ic h  i n f lu e n c e d  
o r  a f f e c t e d  th e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i n c lu d in g  t o p i c s ,  c o u r s e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  e s p e c i a l l y  g e a r e d  to  t h e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s .

I n c lu d e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  ( r a t i o n a l e )  i f  y o u  w i s h ,  b e lo w  e a c h  i t e m ,  in  t h e  s p a c e  p r o v i d e d .  I f  
m o r e  s p a c e  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  p l e a s e  c h e c k  ( ) a n d  u s e  a n  e x t r a ,  n u m b e r e d  p a g e .  P l e a s e  i d e n t i f y  
b y  u s in g  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  n u m b e r  a n d  l e t t e r  o n  t h i s  s h e e t .

1 , F e e d b a c k Y E S N O C O M M E N T S
T h e  t o p i c s  a n d  c o u r s e s  in  t h e  c o u n s e l o r  e d u c a t i o n
d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  h a v e  b e c o m e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e
o f s t u d i e s  f o r  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s ,  in
r e s p o n s e  t o  c l a s s  e v a l u a t i o n s ,  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  a n d
o t h e r  k in d s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  y o u r  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s
( p u b l i c s ) .



A . E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  C o u n s e l o r s

B . E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  T e a c h e r s

C . S c h o o l  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s

S ta t e  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  L a w s  
L o c a l  s c h o o l s ,  in  o r d e r  t o  r e c e i v e  fu n d in g  f o r  e l e m e n t a r y  
s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s ,  m u s t  h a v e  c o u n s e l o r s  w h o  p o s s e s s  
c e r t i f i e d  s p e c i f i c  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  c o m p e te n c i e s

3 .  C a r e e r  E d u c a t io n
S o m e  p r o g r a m s  a r e  c h a n g in g  f r o m  s t r i c t  v o c a t io n a l  
t r a i n i n g  e m p h a s i s  t o w a r d  th e  i d e a  o f  t h e  C A R E E R  
E D U C A T IO N  a s  a n  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  p e r m e a t e s  a l l  o f  
l i f e ' s  p r e p a r a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e s  f r o m  t h o s e  o f  
c h i ld h o o d  t h r o u g h  a d u l th o o d .  H a s  a  s h i f t  in  t h e  
e m p h a s i s  o f  C A R E E R  E D U C A T IO N  f o r  p la n n in g  
a n d  c u r r i c u l u m  c o o r d in a t in g  in f lu e n c e d  d e p a r t m e n t  
p r o g r a m  c h a n g e s  in  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  
s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s ?
H o w ?

4 .  A P G A /A C E S  S t a n d a r d s  f o r  T h e  P r e p a r a t i o n  o f  
E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  C o u n s e l o r s  J a n u a r y  19 6 8

M a r c h  1971



T h e  th i r d  p a r t  of th e  s u rv e y  i s  to  t r y  to  id e n tify  th e  r o l e  an d  fu n c tio n  of th e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l 
c o u n s e lo r ;  h is  s k i l l s ,  c o m p e te n c ie s ,  a n d  e x p e c ta n c ie s  w h ic h  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th o s e  s k i l l s ,  
c o m p e te n c ie s ,  an d  e x p e c ta n c ie s  fo u n d  in  th e  p r o g r a m s  f o r  s e c o n d a ry  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  p r e p a r a -

A r e  th e  s k i l l s ,  c o m p e te n c ie s ,  an d  e x p e c ta n c ie s  of e le m e n ta r y  
s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s  s e e n  to  b e  d i f f e r e n t  (by y o u r  c o u n s e lo r  
e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m )  f r o m  th o s e  of s e c o n d a ry  sc h o o l
c o u n s e lo r s ?  Y ES NO C O M M E N T S

1. In d iv id u a l c o u n s e lin g

2. G ro u p  c o u n s e lin g

3, C o n s u lta t io n  w ith  s ta f f

4 . C o n s u lta t io n  w ith  p a r e n t s

5 . C o o rd in a t io n  of p a r e n t  in f o r m a tio n  s e r v ic e



6. C o o rd in a t io n  o f s ta f f  in f o r m a t io n  s e r v ic e

7. C u r r i c u lu m  re v ie w  an d  r e v is io n

8. A s s e s s m e n t ,  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  an d  o th e r  u s e s  of t e s t s

9. C o u n s e lin g  th e o r y

10. C o u n s e lin g  p r a c t i c e s  an d  te c h n iq u e s

11. C a r e e r  c o u n s e lin g

12. F a m i ly  l i f e  c o u n s e lin g  ( i . e . ,  in c lu d in g  s e x  c o u n s e lin g )



T h e  f o u r th  p h a s e  o f t h i s  s u r v e y  i s  a im e d  a t  d e te r m in in g  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  i f  a n y , r e g a r d in g  p o l ic ie s  
a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  w h ic h  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  in  t h e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f e l e m e n ta r y  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  
p r o g r a m s  f r o m  th o s e  of s tu d e n ts  in  th e  s e c o n d a ry  c o u n s e lo r  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .

D o e s  y o u r  d e p a r tm e n t  h av e  d i f f e r e n t  p o l ic ie s  an d  p r o 
c e d u r e s  f o r  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  c a n d id a te s  
th a n  f o r  th o s e  g o in g  in to  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lin g ? C O M M E N T S
1. A d m is s io n  S ta n d a rd s

2 . A d m is s io n  s c r e e n  b a t t e r y  o f t e s t s

3 . G r a d u a te  c r e d i t  h o u rs

4 . G r a d e  p o in t a v e r a g e  (e n tr a n c e  r e q u ir e m e n t s )
5 . G r a d e  p o in t a v e r a g e  (g r a d u a t io n  an d  c e r t i f i c a t io n )
6. P e r s o n a l  c o u n s e lin g  r e q u i r e m e n t

7 . G ro u p  c o u n s e lin g  r e q u i r e m e n t  (b a s ic  e n c o u n te r )

8. C o u n s e lo r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  (i. e . , th e  c a n d id a te  
m u s t  b e  c e r t i f i e d  to  t e a c h  in  th e  e l e m e n ta r y  o r  m id d le  
s c h o o l g r a d e s )



9. T e a c h in g  E x p e r ie n c e  R e q u i r e m e n t  ( i . e . ,  
th e  c a n d id a te  m u s t  h a v e  ta u g h t  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 
y e a r s  b e f o r e  b e c o m in g  e l i g ib l e  f o r  c o u n s e lo r  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  in  y o u r s ta te ) .  C ir c l e  o n e  n u m b e r .

10. Do y o u  w a n t a  co p y  of th e  s u m m a r y  of th i s  s u r v e y ?

P le a s e  in c lu d e  an y  c o m m e n ts  you  m a y  w is h  to  m a k e , now  th a t  y ou  s e e  th e  n a tu r e  of t h i s  s u rv e y . 
Y o u r s u g g e s t io n s ,  m a t e r ia l ,  a n d  r e f e r e n c e s  to  r e la t e d  in fo rm a tio n , w i l l  b e  g r e a t ly  a p p r e c i a te d .

T h a n k s  s i n c e r e ly .

D r .  K en  B . E n g le , P r o f .  
C h a i r m a n  of C o m m it te e

A lto n  E . W a tts  
D o c to r a l  S tu d e n t



COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Department ot Counseling and Personnel

J a n u a r y  14, 1974

A P P E N D IX  E

C h a i r m a n  o r  S p o k e s m a n  
C o u n s e lo r  E d u c a t io n  P r o g r a m s  in
T h e  U n ited  S ta te s ,  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  an d  W a sh in g to n , D .C .

S U B JE C T  R E :  N a tio n a l S u rv e y  o f E le m e n ta r y  S c h o o l C o u n s e lo r
E d u c a t io n  P r o g r a m s  of S tu d y  an d  S u p e rv is e d  E x p e r ie n c e

W e m a i le d  a  s u r v e y  of 385 id e n t i f ie d  p r o g r a m s  p r e p a r in g  e l e m e n 
t a r y  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r s  a t  th e  m a s t e r s  d e g r e e  l e v e l ,  to  p r o g r a m  o r  d e p a r t 
m e n t  c h a i r m e n .  T h is  m a i l in g  w a s  s e n t  o u t t h r e e  o r  fo u r  w e e k s  ag o . Y o u rs  
m a y  h av e  b e e n  lo s t  e i t h e r  t h e r e  o r  in  th e  h o lid a y  m a i l s .

Y o u r t e r r i t o r y ,  d i s t r i c t ,  o r  s t a t e  b o a r d  of e d u c a t io n  
p r o v id e d  t r e m e n d o u s  c o o p e r a t io n  in  v e r i f y in g  y o u r 
p r o g r a m  a s  o n e  w e  sh o u ld  in c lu d e  in  th i s  s u rv e y .
Y o u r fu l l  r e s p o n s e  i s  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  an d  w il l  e n s u r e  g r e a t e r  

v a l id i ty  to  th e  s tu d y . T h e  in s t r u m e n t  w ill  y ie ld  im p o r ta n t  in f o r m a tio n  
to  th e  o b je c tiv e s  o f th e  s tu d y , y e t sh o u ld  ta k e  o n ly  a  f e w  im p o r ta n t  
m o m e n ts .

W e lo o k  f o r w a r d  to  r e c e iv in g  y o u r r e s p o n s e  b e f o r e  o r  b y  J a n u a r y  
30, 1974 an d  in c lu d in g  i t  in  o u r  c o m p u te r  a n a ly s i s  th e n .

P l e a s e  c h e c k  ( ) on th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  if  you  w is h  to  r e c e iv e  a  
co p y  of th e  s u m m a r y  a n d  r e p o r t  o f th e  s tu d y .

S in c e r e ly  y o u r s .

D r .  K en  B . E n g le ,  P r o f e s s o r  
C h a i r m a n  o f  C o m m it te e

A lto n  E . W a tts  
D o c to r a l  S tu d e n t

E n c lo s u r e s  2
1) N a tio n a l  S u rv e y  Q u e s t io n n a i r e
2) P o s ta g e  P a id  E n v e lo p e  - R e tu r n  S e l f - A d d r e s s e d  E n v e lo p e
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