
Western Michigan University Western Michigan University 

ScholarWorks at WMU ScholarWorks at WMU 

Dissertations Graduate College 

8-1974 

A Study to Compare the Expectations of Parents of Freshman A Study to Compare the Expectations of Parents of Freshman 

Students Who Are Attending Four Types of Institutions of Higher Students Who Are Attending Four Types of Institutions of Higher 

Learning in the Grand Rapids, Michigan Area Learning in the Grand Rapids, Michigan Area 

Thomas E. Deschaine 
Western Michigan University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/dissertations 

 Part of the Higher Education Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Deschaine, Thomas E., "A Study to Compare the Expectations of Parents of Freshman Students Who Are 
Attending Four Types of Institutions of Higher Learning in the Grand Rapids, Michigan Area" (1974). 
Dissertations. 2923. 
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/dissertations/2923 

This Dissertation-Open Access is brought to you for free 
and open access by the Graduate College at 
ScholarWorks at WMU. It has been accepted for inclusion 
in Dissertations by an authorized administrator of 
ScholarWorks at WMU. For more information, please 
contact wmu-scholarworks@wmich.edu. 

http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/dissertations
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/grad
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/dissertations?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fdissertations%2F2923&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1245?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fdissertations%2F2923&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/dissertations/2923?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fdissertations%2F2923&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:wmu-scholarworks@wmich.edu
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/


A STU DY T O  C O M P A R E  TH E  E X P E C T A T IO N S  O F  P A R E N T S  
O F  FR E SH M A N  STU D EN TS WHO A R E  A T T E N D IN G  F O U R  

T Y P E S  O F  IN ST IT U T IO N S O F  H IG H ER  LEA R N IN G  IN 
TH E  GRAN D R A PID S, M ICHIGA N AR EA

by

T h o m a s  E . D e sc h a in e

A D i s s e r t a t i o n  
S u b m itte d  to  th e  

F a c u lty  of T h e  G ra d u a te  C o lle g e  
in  p a r t i a l  f u lf i l lm e n t  

of the
D e g re e  o f D o c to r  of E d u c a tio n

W e s te rn  M ic h ig a n  U n iv e rs i ty  
K a la m a z o o , M ic h ig a n  

A u g u s t  1974

R eprodu ced  with perm ission  of th e copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S

A n u m b e r  of in d iv id u a ls  h av e  a s s i s t e d  in  th e  c o m p le tio n  of th is  

d i s s e r ta t io n .  I a m  m o s t  th an k fu l an d  g r a te fu l  to  th e s e  p e r s o n s :

D r . L . D ale  F a u n c e ,  C h a irm a n  of m y  d o c to r a l  c o m m itte e  an d  

m a jo r  a d v is e r ,  w h o se  l i f e s ty le ,  g u id an c e  a n d  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  w e re  

a  s o u rc e  of e n c o u ra g e m e n t .  . .

D r . R o b e r t  M . B r a s h e a r ,  D r .  P a u l  L . G r if fe th , and  D r . 

W ill ia m  D. M a r t in s o n ,  m e m b e r s  of m y  d o c to r a l  c o m m itte e ,  w h o se  

te c h n ic a l  s u g g e s t io n s  a n d  p e r s o n a l  c o n c e rn  p ro v id e d  m u ch  s u p p o r t .  . .

D r . W illiam  F .  M o r r i s o n  f o r  s e rv in g  a s  a  m e m b e r  of m y  

d o c to r a l  c o m m itte e .  . .

M rs .  M a rc ia  C la p p , M rs .  N a ta lie  D ean  and  M r. L e e  J a c o k e s ,  

c o lle a g u e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  w h o se  p e r s o n a l  a s s i s ta n c e  w as a v a ila b le  

th ro u g h o u t the  c o m p le tio n  of the  d i s s e r t a t i o n . . .

J o a n n e ,  m y  w ife , a n d  th r e e  c h ild re n ,  M a rk ,  D e n ise  a n d  A m y , 

w h o se  u n s e lf is h  lo v e  a n d  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  s u p p o r te d  m e  th ro u g h o u t 

th e  c o m p le tio n  of th is  d i s s e r ta t io n .

T h o m a s  E . D e sc h a in e

i i

R eprodu ced  with perm ission  of th e copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



INFORMATION TO USERS

This material was produced from  a microfilm  copy of the original docum ent. While 
the m ost advanced technological means to  photograph and reproduce this docum ent 
have been used, the quality is heavily dependent upon the quality  of th e  original 
subm itted.

The following explanation o f techniques is provided to  help you understand 
markings or patterns which may appear on this reproduction.

1 .T h e  sign or " ta rg e t"  for pages apparently lacking from  the docum ent 
photographed is "Missing Page(s)". If itw as  possible to  obtain th e  missing 
page(s) or section, they are spliced in to  the film along with adjacent pages. 
This may have necessitated cutting thru  an image and duplicating adjacent 
pages to  insure you com plete continuity .

2. When an image on th e  film is obliterated with a large round black m ark, it 
is an indication th a t the photographer suspected th a t the copy may have 
moved during exposure and thus cause a blurred image. You will find a 
good image of the page in the adjacent frame.

3. When a map, drawing or chart, etc ., was part of the material being 
photographed the photographer followed a definite m ethod in 
"sectioning" the m aterial. It is custom ary to  begin photoing a t the upper 
left hand corner of a large sheet and to  continue photoing from  left to  
right in equal sections with a small overlap. If necessary, sectioning is 
continued again — beginning below the first row and continuing on until 
com plete.

4. The m ajority of users indicate th a t the textual conten t is of greatest value, 
however, a som ew hat higher quality reproduction could be made from 
"photographs" if essential to  the understanding of the dissertation. Silver 
prints of "photographs" may be ordered a t additional charge by writing 
the Order D epartm ent, giving the catalog num ber, title , au tho r and 
specific pages you wish reproduced.

5. PLEASE NOTE: Some pages may have indistinct print. Filmed as 
received.

Xerox University Microfilms
300 North Zeeb Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106

R eprodu ced  with perm ission  of th e copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



74 - 2 7 ,6 9 5

DESCHAINE, Thomas E., 1938- 
A STUDY TO COMPARE THE EXPECTATIONS OF PARENTS 
OF FRESHMAN STUDENTS WHO ARE ATTENDING FOUR 
TYPES OF INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING IN 
THE GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN AREA.

Western Michigan University, Ed.D., 1974 
Education, higher

! University Microfilms, A XEROX C om pany, Ann Arbor, M ichigan

THIS DISSERTATION HAS BEEN MICROFILMED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED.

R eprodu ced  with perm ission  of th e copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

Page
L IS T  O F  T A B L E S ......................................................................................................  v

C h a p te r
I. T H E  P R O B L E M  ...................................................................................  1

R a t io n a le  fo r  th e  S t u d y ...................................................................  1
S ta te m e n t  of th e  P r o b le m  ............................................................  7
H y p o t h e s e s ..............................................................................................  9
S cope  and  L im ita t io n s  of th e  S t u d y ...........................................  10
D e fin itio n  of T e r m s  ......................................................................... 10

II. R E V IE W  O F  L I T E R A T U R E ..............................................................  13

P u r p o s e s  of R e v ie w  ......................................................................... 13
R e v ie w  of th e  L i t e r a tu r e  R e la te d  to  P a r e n t a l

In flu e n c e  on  E d u c a tio n a l  G o a l s ...........................................  13
R e v ie w  of th e  L i te r a tu r e  R e la te d  to  P a r e n t a l

In flu e n c e  on  th e  S e le c tio n  of a  S p e c if ic  C o lle g e  . . 16
R e v ie w  of th e  L i t e r a tu r e  R e la te d  to  P a r e n t a l

E x p e c t a t i o n s .....................................................................................  19
S u m m a r y ..................................................................................................  20

III. R E S E A R C H  DESIG N AND P R O C E D U R E S ................................... 23

R e v ie w  of th e  P r o b l e m ..................................................................... 23
S e e k in g  C o o p e ra tio n  fo r  th e  S t u d y ...........................................  23
In s t r u m e n ta t io n  .................................................................................  24
P o p u la tio n  an d  S a m p l e ..................................................................... 27
D a ta  C o lle c t io n  P r o c e d u r e s ........................................................  29
D a ta  A n a ly s is  P r o c e d u r e s ............................................................  30
S u m m a r y .....................   34

IV. DATA P R E S E N T A T IO N  AND A N A L Y S I S ................................... 35

In tro d u c tio n  .......................................................................................... 35
P e r s o n a l  In fo rm a t io n  A bo u t th e  R e s p o n d e n t s .................. 35
C o m p a r is o n  o f S c a le  S c o r e s  fo r  th e  F o u r  T y p e s

of C o lle g e s  ...................................................................................... 41
R e a s o n s  f o r  A tte n d in g  T h is  C o l l e g e ....................................... 51
S u m m a r y ..................................................................................................  54

i i i

R eprodu ced  with perm ission  of th e copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



C h a p te r  P a g e
V. SU M M A RY, CONCLUSION S AND

R E C O M M EN D A T IO N S FO R  F U R T H E R  STU DY . . 57

S u m m a r y .......................................................................................... 57
C o n c lu s io n s  .................................................................................  61
R e c o m m e n d a tio n s  f o r  F u r th e r  S t u d y ..............................  64

R E F E R E N C E S  ..................................................................................................  65

A P P E N D IC E S  ..................................................................................................  70

A p p en d ix  A P a r e n t a l  Q u e s t io n n a ire  on C o lle g e
E x p e c ta t io n s  ........................................................ 71

A p p en d ix  B P a r e n t a l  Q u e s t io n n a ire  on C o lle g e
E x p e c ta t io n s  ........................................................ 75

A p p en d ix  C E x a m p le  of th e  C o v e r  L e t te r  S en t
w ith  th e  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e ................................... 83

A p p en d ix  D E x a m p le  and  E x p la n a tio n  of th e
C oded  R e tu rn  E n v e l o p e ................................... 84

A p p en d ix  E  E x a m p le  of F o llo w -u p  L e t te r  and
P o s t a l  C a rd  ........................................................  86

R eprodu ced  with perm ission  of th e copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



L IS T  O F  T A B L E S

T a b le  P a g e
1. 1 P r o p o r t i o n  of H igh  S ch o o l G r a d u a te s  E n r o l le d  in  

C o lle g e  in  O c to b e r  of the  Y e a r  o f  G ra d u a tio n ,
19 6 2 -7 2 .................. ................................................................................................ 3

3. 1 R e l ia b i l i ty  C o e f f ic ie n ts  of S c a le  I te m  S c o r e s  in  T h e
P a r e n t a l  Q u e s t io n n a ire  of C o lle g e  E x p e c t a t i o n s ......................... 28

3. 2 N u m b e r  an d  P e r c e n ta g e  of R e tu rn s  by  C o lle g e  T y p e  . . .  29

4 . 1 P e r c e n ta g e s  of R e s p o n s e s  by  C o lle g e  T y p e  to  P e r s o n a l
I n fo r m a t io n  I te m s  on th e  P a r e n t a l  Q u e s t io n n a ire  on 
C o lle g e  E x p e c t a t i o n s .................................................................................. 36

4. 2 N u m b e r  of R e s p o n d e n ts ,  M e an  S c o r e s ,  S ta n d a rd  
D e v ia tio n s , S ta n d a rd  E r r o r  of th e  M e a n s , an d  
S u m m a ry  of th e  O n e -W a y  A n a ly s is  o f V a r ia n c e  of 
th e  R e lig io u s  S c a le  f o r  th e  F o u r  T y p e s  of C o lle g e s  . . .  43

4. 3 S c h e f fe ' T e s t  of P o s t -H o c  C o m p a r is o n s  of M ean
S c o r e s  f o r  th e  R e l ig io u s  S c a le  B e tw e e n  F o u r  T y p e s  
of C o l l e g e s ........................................................................................................44

4 .4  N u m b e r  of R e s p o n d e n ts ,  M e an  S c o r e s ,  S ta n d a rd  
D e v ia tio n s , S ta n d a rd  E r r o r  of th e  M e a n s , an d  
S u m m a ry  of th e  O n e -W a y  A n a ly s is  of V a r ia n c e  of 
th e  In te l le c tu a l  S c a le  f o r  th e  F o u r  T y p e s  of C o l le g e s  , . 45

. 4 . 5 S c h e f f e 1 T e s t  of P o s t -H o c  C o m p a r is o n s  of M ean  
S c o r e s  f o r  th e  I n te l le c tu a l  S c a le  B e tw e e n  F o u r  
T y p e s  of C o lle g e s  ...................................................................................... 45

4 . 6 N u m b e r  of R e s p o n d e n ts ,  M e an  S c o r e s ,  S ta n d a rd  
D e v ia tio n s , S ta n d a rd  E r r o r  of th e  M e a n s , an d  
S u m m a ry  of th e  O n e-W ay  A n a ly s is  of V a r ia n c e  of 
th e  R e g u la tiv e  S c a le  f o r  the  F o u r  T y p e s  of C o lle g e s  . . .  46

4. 7 S c h e f f e 1 T e s t  of P o s t -H o c  C o m p a r is o n s  of M e an
S c o r e s  f o r  th e  R e g u la tiv e  S c a le  B e tw e e n  F o u r  T y p e s  
of C o l l e g e s .....................................................................................................  47

v

R eprodu ced  with perm ission  of th e copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



T a b le  P a g e
4. 8 N u m b e r  o f R e s p o n d e n ts ,  M e an  S c o r e s ,  S ta n d a rd  

D e v ia tio n s , S ta n d a rd  E r r o r  of th e  M e a n s , a n d  
S u m m a ry  of th e  O n e-W ay  A n a ly s is  o f V a r ia n c e  of 
th e  S o c ia l  S c a le  f o r  th e  F o u r  T y p e s  of C o l l e g e s .................  48

4. 9 S c h e ff e ' T e s t  of P o s t -H o c  C o m p a r is o n s  of M e an  
S c o r e s  f o r  th e  S o c ia l  S c a le  b e tw e e n  F o u r  T y p e s  
of C o l l e g e s ...................................................................... . ............................ 49

4 . 10 N u m b e r  o f  R e s p o n d e n ts ,  M ean  S c o re s ,  S ta .n d ard  
D e v ia tio n s , S ta n d a rd  E r r o r  of th e  M e a n s , an d  
S u m m a ry  of th e  O n e -W a y  A n a ly s is  of V a r ia n c e  of 
th e  S u p p o r tiv e  S c a le  f o r  the  F o u r  T y p e s  of C o lle g e s  . . .  50

4 . 11 S c h e ffe ' T e s t  of P o s t -H o c  C o m p a r is o n s  of M e an  
S c o r e s  f o r  th e  S u p p o r tiv e  S c a le  b e tw e en  F o u r  
T y p e s  of C o l l e g e s .....................................................................................  50

4 . 12 P e r c e n t  of th e  R e s p o n d e n ts  R e p o r tin g  a n d  S tre n g th  
of Im p o r ta n c e  f o r  R e a s o n s  l i s te d  a s  Im p o r ta n t  f o r  
a t te n d in g  F o u r  T y p e s  of C o l l e g e s ................................................  52

4 . 13 S u m m a ry  of S c h e f fe 1 M e th o d  R e s u l ts  of th e  C o m ­
p a r i s o n  of M e an  S c a le  S c o r e s  b e tw e e n  F o u r  T y p e s  
of C o l le g e s  ..................................................................................................  56

vi

R eprodu ced  with perm ission  of th e copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



C H A P T E R  I

TH E  P R O B L E M

R a tio n a le  f o r  th e  Study

D u rin g  the  p a s t  few  y e a r s  a d m in i s t r a to r s  of in s t i tu t io n s  of

h ig h e r  l e a r n in g  h a v e  e n c o u n te re d  a  new  c h a lle n g e . T he g ro w th  of

th e  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e , th e  in c r e a s in g  c r e d ib i l i ty  of p r o p r i e ta r y

sc h o o ls  an d  th e  e x p a n s io n  of t r a d i t io n a l  f o u r - y e a r  c o lle g e s  and

u n iv e r s i t i e s  h a v e  p r o v id e d  in c r e a s in g  c o m p e tit io n  f o r  a  p o te n t ia l

s tu d e n t  body w h ic h  is  no  lo n g e r  e x p a n d in g .

In an  in tro d u c tio n  to  a  book by C h e it  (1971), K e r r  s ta te d :

. . . The d e c a d e  of the  I9 6 0 ?  w as  c h a r a c te r i z e d  by the 
m o s t  r a p id  g ro w th  an d  d e v e lo p m e n t of in s t i tu t io n s  of 
h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  in  A m e r ic a n  h i s to r y .  A s  the  p o s tw a r  
b a b ie s  r e a c h e d  c o lle g e  ag e , n o t on ly  d id  the c o lle g e -a g e  
p o p u la t io n  r i s e  to  u n p re c e d e n te d  n u m b e r s ,  b u t the  p r o p o r ­
t io n  of th e s e  y o ung  p e o p le  se e k in g  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  a ls o  
r o s e  s te a d i ly  (p. v ii) .

S tu d ie s  by T h o m p so n  (D e c e m b e r  1970) an d  S h e ll (1973) sho w ed  

th a t  e n ro l lm e n t  in  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  a lm o s t  d o u b led  in  th e  1960s.

T h is  i n c r e a s e  w as c a u s e d  by a  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  of h ig h  sc h o o l 

g r a d u a te s  r e s u l t in g  f ro m  the  p o s tw a r  b ab y  boom  and  a  s ig n if ic a n t  

i n c r e a s e  in  th e  n u m b e r  of h ig h  sc h o o l g r a d u a te s  e n ro l l in g  in  c o lle g e s  

an d  u n iv e r s i t i e s .  T h e  p o s t-S p u tn ilc  p e r io d  b ro u g h t i n c r e a s in g  a t t e n ­

t io n  to  th e  c o n tr ib u tio n  o f h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  in  fu lf il l in g  the  n e e d s  of 

1
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s o c ie ty . O th e r  th an  th e  G. I. B ill ,  w h ich  w a s  d e s ig n e d  s p e c i f ic a l ly  

f o r  v e te r a n s ,  the  N a tio n a l  D efen se  E d u c a tio n  A c t of 1958 e s ta b l is h e d  

th e  f i r s t  m a jo r  g o v e rn m e n ta l  f in a n c ia l  a id  p r o g r a m  f o r  s tu d e n ts .

T h is  p r o g ra m  w as to  be th e  f o r e r u n n e r  of o th e r  f in a n c ia l  a id  

p r o g r a m s  s p o n s o re d  by th e  f e d e r a l  an d  s ta te  g o v e rn m e n ts  in  an  e f f o r t  

to  p ro v id e  f in a n c ia l  a s s i s ta n c e  to  s tu d e n ts  w ho w ould  be u n a b le  to  

e n ro l l  w ith o u t su ch  a id .

In  the  1960s e d u c a tio n  w as a  g ro w th  in d u s t r y .  T h e  p o p u la t io n  

w a s  i n c r e a s in g  an d  an  in c r e a s in g  p r o p o r t io n  o f th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o lle g e -  

ag e  p o p u la tio n  w a s  a tte n d in g  an  in s t i tu t io n  of h ig h e r  le a r n in g  (U. S. 

D e p a r tm e n t  o f L a b o r , B u re a u  of L a b o r  S t a t i s t i c s  1973). New c o lle g e s  

w e re  fo u n d ed  and  th o se  in  e x is te n c e  e x p a n d ed  to  a c c o m m o d a te  an  e v e r  

i n c r e a s in g  e n ro l lm e n t .  In I960  th e r e  w e re  2008 in s t i tu t io n s  of 

h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n . T h is  n u m b e r  in c r e a s e d  to  2602 in  1972 (U .S .

B u re a u  of the  C e n s u s  1973).

S u d d en ly  th e  g ro w th  en d ed . M any  c o lle g e s  w h ich  w e re  once  

b u lg in g  a t  the  s e a m s  w e re  no lo n g e r  o p e ra t in g  a t  c a p a c ity . W hat 

h a p p e n e d ?  W hat w en t w ro n g ?  In a  s p e c ia l  la b o r  fo rc e  s tu d y  e n ti t le d  

E m p lo y m e n t of H igh  S ch o o l G ra d u a te s  an d  D ro p o u ts  O c to b e r  1972 

(U .S . D e p a r tm e n t  o f L a b o r ,  B u re a u  of L a b o r  S ta t i s t i c s )  a p p e a r e d  

th e  r e p o r t  th a t  a f t e r  r e a c h in g  a  p e a k  in  1968 p r o p o r t io n a te ly  f e w e r  

h ig h  sc h o o l g r a d u a te s  w e n t on to  c o lle g e .  T a b le  1 .1 ,  ta k e n  f ro m  

th e  s tu d y , sh o w ed  th a t  in  1972 fo r ty -n in e  p e r c e n t  of th o se
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g ra d u a te d  f ro m  h ig h  s c h o o l e n ro l le d  a t  a  c o lle g ia te  in s t i tu t io n ,  the  

lo w e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  s in c e  1964. In  a d d it io n , w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  of 1971, 

th e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l g r a d u a te s  e n ro l l in g  in  c o lle g e  im m e d i ­

a te ly  a f t e r  g ra d u a t io n  h a d  d e c lin e d  a n n u a lly  f ro m  a  p e a k  of f if ty - f iv e  

p e rc e n t  r e c o r d e d  in  1968.

T A B L E  1. 1 .--P r o p o r t i o n  o f  h ig h  sc h o o l g r a d u a te s  e n ro l le d  in  c o lle g e  
in  O c to b e r  of th e  y e a r  of g r a d u a t io n ,  1 962-72

Y e a r  of A ll N e g ro  and
G ra d u a tio n P e r s o n s M en W om en W hite o th e r  r a c e s

% % % % %

1962 49 55 43 51 34
1963 45 52 39 46 38
1964 48 57 41 49 39
1965 51 57 45 52 43
1966 50 59 43 52 32
1967 52 58 47 53 42
1968 55 63 49 57 46
1969 54 60 47 55 37
1970 52 55 49 52 48
1971 53 58 50 54 47
1972 49 53 46 49 48

In an  a r t i c l e  in  th e  C h ro n ic le  of H ig h e r  E d u c a tio n  (O c to b e r  

1, 1973), th e  s ta te m e n t  w as  m a d e  th a t  bo th  the  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn ­

m e n t  an d  th e  C a rn e g ie  C o m m is s io n  on H ig h e r  E d u c a tio n  e x p e c t  th a t  

c o lle g e  e n ro l lm e n ts ,  "b o th  in  th e  n e a r  f u tu r e  an d  o v e r  th e  n e x t  th r e e  

d e c a d e s ,  w il l  f a l l  s h o r t  of e a r l i e r  p r o je c t io n s  if  p r e s e n t  t r e n d s  

co n tin u e  (p. 1). " In r e s p o n s e  to  q u e s tio n s  f ro m  a  C h ro n ic le  r e p o r t e r ,  

""a sp o k e sm a n  f o r  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t 's  N a tio n a l  C e n te r  f o r

R eprodu ced  with perm ission  of th e copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



E d u c a tio n a l  S t a t i s t i c s  s a id  th a t  d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a n g e s  l ie  b e h in d  th e  

r e v i s io n s  of e a r l i e r  d a ta  (p . 1). " A m o n g  th e s e  c h a n g e s  a r e :  a  

lev e lin g  off of th e  h igh  sc h o o l g ra d u a t io n  r a t e ,  f e w e r  g r a d u a te s  go ing  

to  c o lle g e ,  a  s m a l le r  p e rc e n ta g e  of w h ite  m a le s  an d  a  lev e lin g  off of 

w h ite  f e m a le s  who e n ro l l  in  c o lle g e , an d  a  d e c lin e  of the b i r t h r a t e  in  

the  U n ited  S ta te s .

The r e p o r t e r  c o n tin u e d , "In  1971 th e  C a rn e g ie  C o m m is s io n  

p r e d ic te d  a  to ta l  e n ro l lm e n t  of 13, 015, 000 f o r  1980; 12, 654, 000 f o r  

1990; and  16, 559, 000 f o r  2000 (p. 1). 11 T h e s e  p r e d ic t io n s  h a v e  now  

b e e n  r e v i s e d  an d  th e  " c o m m is s io n  now  p r e d i c t s  a  to ta l  e n ro l lm e n t  

of 11, 446 , 000 f o r  1980; 10, 555 , 000 f o r  1990; an d  13, 209, 000 f o r

2000 (p. 1). "

In a n o th e r  i s s u e  th e  C h ro n ic le  of H ig h e r  E d u c a tio n  (O c to b e r  9, 

1973) p u b lis h e d  th e  t e x t  of the  f in a l  r e p o r t  of the  C a rn e g ie  C o m m is ­

s io n 's  " P r io r i t i e s  f o r  A c tio n . " In  th e  r e p o r t ,  th e  s ta te m e n t  w as 

m a d e  th a t  e d u c a tio n  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  " is  in  g ra v e  t ro u b le  (p . 7). " 

In  th e  tw e n ty - y e a r  p e r io d  fo llo w in g  W o rld  W ar II, h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  

a t t a in e d  i t s  g r e a t e s t  g lo ry  th ro u g h  " n o ta b le  a c h ie v e m e n ts  in  s c ie n t if ic  

r e s e a r c h  a n d  th ro u g h  e x p a n s io n  to  s e r v e  h u g e  a d d it io n a l  n u m b e r s  of 

s tu d e n ts  (p. 7). " Now, h o w e v e r ,  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  f a c e s  s e v e r a l  

in te n s e  c r i s e s .  T h e  s u s ta in e d  g ro w th  in  e f f o r t  an d  a t t a in m e n t  of the  

p a s t  h a s  g iv en  w ay to  u n c e r ta in ty  an d  d i f f ic u lty  w hich  h a s  b e e n  

in te n s if i e d  by  a  b a s ic  e ro s io n  of i n t e r e s t  in  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  an d  the
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r e a l iz a t io n  th a t  m o n e y - g e n e ra t in g  e n ro l lm e n ts  a r e  le v e l in g  off a n d  

w il l  p ro b a b ly  d e c lin e  in  th e  1980s.

H ig h e r  E d u c a tio n  an d  N a tio n a l A f f a ir s  (N o v e m b e r  16, 1973) 

c a r r i e d  th e  r e p o r t  of a s p o k e sm a n  f o r  the  N ew  Y o rk  S ta te  E d u c a tio n  

D e p a r tm e n t  who s ta te d  th a t  e n ro l lm e n t  e x p e c ta t io n s  c o m p ile d  by 

c o lle g e s  and  u n iv e r s i t i e s  in  th a t  s ta te  w e re  to o  h ig h . T h e  in s t i tu t io n s  

of h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  in  th e  S ta te  of New Y o rk  now look  fo rw a rd  to 

m o d e s t  e n ro l lm e n t  g ro w th  a f t e r  th re e  y e a r s  of r e l a t i v e  s ta b i l i ty .

G len n y  (S e p te m b e r  1973) s p e c u la te d  th a t  " h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  w ill  

n o  lo n g e r  be a  g ro w th  in d u s t r y  (p. 6 )"  u n le s s  i t  a t t r a c t s  a n  e n t i r e ly  

new  c o n s ti tu e n c y  an d  c o n tin u in g  e d u c a tio n  b e c o m e s  an a c c e p te d  

p a t t e r n  in  o u r  s o c ie ty .  In  a n  NBC n ew s s p e c ia l ,  "T he  C o lle g e  M o n ey  

C ru n c h "  (1974), N ew m an  r e p o r t e d  fe w e r  s tu d e n ts  th an  h a d  b e e n  

a n t ic ip a te d  a r e  now  on c a m p u s  an d  th a t  in  1973 fo r ty - f iv e  c o lle g e s  

e i t h e r  c lo s e d  o r  m e r g e d  w ith  o th e r  in s t i tu t io n s .  In a s p e e c h , 

H a r c le r o a d  (1973) s a id  th a t  t h e r e  is  m o re  sp a c e  a v a ila b le  th a n  th e r e  

a r e  s tu d e n ts  to  f i l l  i t .  H e f u r t h e r  s ta te d  th a t  the  U n ited  S ta te s  is  in  

a  d e c lin in g  s ta te  r e l a te d  to  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  of s tu d e n ts  go ing  on to 

c o lle g e .  He f e a r s  th a t  d i f f ic u lty  in  the  r e c r u i tm e n t  of s tu d e n ts  m ay  

le a d  to  u n e th ic a l  p r a c t ic e s .

C le a r ly ,  in s t i tu t io n s  of h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  f a c e  t ro u b le d  t im e s .

T h e  c o n tin u a l  d e c lin e  in  the  b i r t h  r a t e  an d  th e  c h an g in g  i n t e r e s t s  of 

young  p e o p le  in d ic a te  fe w e r  h igh  s c h o o l g r a d u a te s  w il l  be p a r t i c ip a t in g
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in  a  c o lle g ia te  p r o g ra m .  A t m a n y  in s t i tu t io n s  e n ro l lm e n t  h a s  a l r e a d y  

d e c lin e d  c a u s in g  s e v e r e  p r o b le m s  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  n o t en o u g h  

tu it io n -p a y in g  s tu d e n ts  to  g e n e ra te  th e  re v e n u e  n e e d e d  to  m e e t  

o p e ra t in g  e x p e n s e s .  S m ith  (1973) s a id  th a t  r a t h e r  th an  th e  in s t i tu t io n  

s e le c t in g  th e  s tu d e n t ,  c o lle g e s  h av e  e n te r e d  a  c o n s u m e r  m a r k e t  w h e re  

p a r e n t s  an d  s tu d e n ts  a r e  s e le c t in g  th e  c o lle g e .

T he r e c r u i t i n g  e f f o r ts  of m o s t  c o lle g e s  h av e  in c r e a s e d  d r a m a t ­

ic a l ly  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  d e c a d e . A d m is s io n s  o f f ic e r s  w e re  p e rh a p s  

o n ce  th o u g h t to p ro v id e  a s s i s ta n c e  to  in s t i tu t io n s  by  s c re e n in g  out the  

u n d e s i r a b le s ;  now  th e i r  e m p h a s is  i s  on s e ll in g  th e  c o lle g e  to  e n c o u r ­

ag e  a  s tu d e n t  to  e n ro l l .  C o lle g e  n ig h ts ,  h ig h  s c h o o l v i s i ta t io n s ,  

m e d ia  a d v e r t is in g ,  long  d is ta n c e  te le p h o n e  c a l l s ,  an d  c a m p u s  v i s i t s  

a r e  a l l  a c c e p te d  a c t iv i t i e s  of th e  a d m is s io n s  o f fic e .

A g r e a t  d iv e r s i t y  e x is t s  in  th e  n u m b e r  an d  n a tu r e  o f p o s t ­

s e c o n d a ry  in s t i tu t io n s  o p en  to h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a te s .  If in s t i tu t io n s  

of h ig h e r  l e a r n in g ,  e s p e c ia l ly  p r iv a te  i n s t i tu t io n s ,  a r e  to  s u rv iv e  

th e y  m u s t  do a l l  th e y  c a n  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e i r  c o n s u m e r s  an d  th e  r e a ­

so n s  th e s e  c o n s u m e r s  s e le c t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  in s t i tu t io n  to  c o n tin u e  th e i r  

e d u c a tio n . T h is  u n d e rs ta n d in g  w il l  a s s i s t  in e v a lu a tin g  a n d  e m p h a ­

s iz in g  th o se  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w h ich  a r e  im p o r ta n t  to  th e  c o n s u m e r .

A lth o u g h  p a re n ts  in flu e n c e  th e  d e c is io n  of t h e i r  so n  o r  d a u g h te r  

to  a tte n d  a  s p e c i f ic  c o lle g e , l i t t l e  is  know n a b o u t w h a t p a r e n t s  e x p e c t  

of th a t  c o lle g e . W hat a r e  th e  u n iq u e  f e a tu r e s  of an  i n s t i tu t io n  w h ich
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le a d  p a r e n t s  to  e n c o u ra g e  i t s  s e le c t io n ?  A n a w a r e n e s s  of the  e x p e c ta ­

t io n s  of p a re n ts  w ill  b e c o m e  in c r e a s in g ly  im p o r ta n t  to  c o lle g e s  a s  

th ey  a t t e m p t  to  m a in ta in  a s ta b le  e n ro l lm e n t  d u r in g  a  p e r io d  of a 

d e c lin in g  s tu d e n t  p o p u la t io n  an d  an  in c r e a s e  in  th e  n u m b e r  of p o s t ­

s e c o n d a ry  in s t i tu t io n s .  A w a re n e s s  of p a r e n t a l  e x p e c ta tio n s  w ill  

a s s i s t  c o lle g e s  in  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th o se  f e a tu r e s  w h ich  m a k e  th e  c o lle g e  

a t t r a c t iv e .

In o r d e r  to  e x a m in e  f a c to r s ,  im p o r ta n t  to  p a r e n t s  r e g a r d in g  

th e  s e le c t io n  of a  p o s t - s e c o n d a r y  in s t i tu t io n  in  th e  G ra n d  R a p id s , 

M ic h ig a n  a r e a ,  th is  s tu d y  s u rv e y e d  a n d  c o m p a re d  th e  p a r e n ta l  

e x p e c ta t io n s  of fo u r  c o lle g ia te  in s t i tu t io n s .  T h e  r e s u l t s  of th is  

s tu d y  w ill  a s s i s t  the  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  of the  fo u r  c o lle g e s  in  the  

G ra n d  R a p id s , M ic h ig a n  a r e a  to  r e c o g n iz e  p a r t i c u l a r  f a c to r s  im p o r ta n t  

to p a r e n t s .

S ta te m e n t  of the  P r o b le m

T h e  p r o b le m  of th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  w as  to in v e s t ig a te  the  

e x p e c ta tio n s  of p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who h a d  e n ro l le d  a t  

f o u r  ty p e s  of in s t i tu t io n s  of h ig h e r  l e a r n in g  in  the  G ra n d  R a p id s , 

M ic h ig a n  a re a :  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,

p u b lic  f o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o rte d ;  an d  p u b lic  tw o - y e a r  c o m m u n ity  

s u p p o rte d . T he in v e s t ig a t io n  w as  d e s ig n e d  to  p ro v id e  in fo rm a t io n  

a b o u t th e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  e x p e c ta tio n s  of p a re n ts  an d  th e

R eprodu ced  with perm ission  of th e copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



ty p e  of in s t i tu t io n  of h ig h e r  le a r n in g  th e i r  f r e s h m a n  so n  o r  d a u g h te r  

w a s  a tte n d in g . T h is  in fo rm a t io n  w as  n o t p re v io u s ly  a v a ila b le .

T h e  p ro b le m  le d  to a n u m b e r  of a r e a s  r e l a te d  to  th is  s tudy:

1. T o  d e v e lo p  a n  in s t r u m e n t  th a t  w ou ld  be u s e fu l  in  m e a s u r in g  

th e  e x p e c ta tio n s  of p a r e n t s  an d  to  d e te r m in e  th e  ty p e  of e x p e c ta tio n s  

to  be m e a s u r e d .

2. To d e te r m in e  w h ich  f a c to r s  w e re  im p o r ta n t  in  th e  e x p e c ta tio n s  

of p a re n ts  who h a v e  a  f r e s h m a n  son  o r  d a u g h te r  e n ro l le d  in  one of

fo u r  ty p e s  of in s t i tu t io n s  of h ig h e r  le a r n in g .

3. To d e te r m in e  w h ich  f a c to r s  w e re  im p o r ta n t  in  th e  s e le c t io n  

of an  in s t i tu t io n  of h ig h e r  l e a rn in g .

In o r d e r  to  id en tify  f a c to r s  th a t  w e re  im p o r ta n t  in  th e  s e le c t io n  

of an  in s t i tu t io n  of h ig h e r  l e a r n in g ,  fo u r  a p p ro a c h e s  w e re  m o s t  

h e lp fu l: a r e v ie w  o f s tu d e n t  p e r s o n n e l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a  d ia lo g u e  w ith

s e v e r a l  c o lle g e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  p r im a r i l y  th o se  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  

a d m is s io n s ;  d i s c u s s io n s  w ith  s e v e r a l  p a r e n t s  of c o lle g e -a g e  s tu d e n ts ;  

an d  c o n v e r s a t io n s  w ith  m an y  h ig h  sc h o o l t e a c h e r s  an d  c o u n s e lo r s .

Tw o q u e s tio n s  w e re  a s k e d  in  th is  s tu d y . T h ey  w e re :

1. W hat is  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  of p a r e n t a l  e x p e c ta tio n s  to  the  ty p e  

of c o lle g ia te  in s t i tu t io n  th e i r  f r e s h m a n  son  o r  d a u g h te r  a tte n d e d ?

2. W hat f a c to r s  w e re  im p o r ta n t  in  d e c id in g  to  a tte n d  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

i n s t i tu t io n  of h ig h e r  l e a r n in g ?
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H y p o th e s e s

To gu id e  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  of th is  s tu d y  s e v e r a l  h y p o th e s e s  w e re  

s ta te d .  T h e  h y p o th e s e s  th a t  w e re  p o s e d  f o r  s tu d y  p u r p o s e s  w e re  

th e s e :

1. P a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a t te n d  a  s tro n g ly  d e n o m ­

in a t io n a l  o r  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  w il l  g iv e  h ig h e r  r a t in g s  

to  th e  i te m s  th a t  m e a s u r e  r e l ig io u s  e x p e c ta tio n s  th a n  th o se  p a re n ts

of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  w ho a t te n d  a  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  o r  c o m m u n ity  

c o lle g e .

2. P a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a t te n d  a  s tro n g ly  d e n o m ­

in a t io n a l ,  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  o r  s ta te  s u p p o rte d  c o lle g e  w il l  

g iv e  h ig h e r  r a t in g s  to  th e  i te m s  th a t  m e a s u r e  i n te l le c tu a l  e x p e c ta tio n s  

th a n  th o se  p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  a  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e .

3. P a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a tte n d  a  s tro n g ly  d e n o m ­

in a t io n a l ,  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  o r  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e  w il l  g iv e  

h ig h e r  r a t i n g s  to  th e  i te m s  th a t  m e a s u r e  r e g u la t iv e  e x p e c ta tio n s  th a n  

th o se  p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  a  s ta te  s u p p o rte d  c o lle g e .

4. P a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a tte n d  a  s tro n g ly  d e n o m ­

in a t io n a l ,  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  o r  s ta te  su p p o rte d  c o lle g e  w il l  

g iv e  h ig h e r  r a t i n g s  to  th e  i te m s  th a t  m e a s u r e  s o c ia l  e x p e c ta tio n s  th a n  

th o s e  p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  a  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e .

5. P a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a t te n d  a  s tro n g ly  d e n o m ­

in a t io n a l  o r  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  w il l  g iv e  h ig h e r
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r a t in g s  to  the  i te m s  th a t  m e a s u r e  s u p p o rt iv e  e x p e c ta t io n s  th a n  th o se  

p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  w ho a tte n d  a  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  o r  c o m m u n ­

i ty  c o lle g e .

S cope  a n d  L im ita t io n s  of the  S tudy

T h e  stu d y  w as d e s ig n e d  to  in v e s t ig a te  the  e x p e c ta t io n s  of p a r e n t s  

a s  th ey  r e l a te d  to  fo u r  ty p e s  of in s t i tu t io n s  of h ig h e r  l e a r n in g .  The 

s tu d y  w a s  l im ite d  to  f o u r  c o lle g e s  in  the  G ra n d  R a p id s , M ic h ig a n  a r e a .  

T h e  c o lle g ia te  in s t i tu t io n s  s e le c te d  w e re  d e fin e d  a s  s tr o n g ly  d e n o m ­

in a t io n a l ,  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  f o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  an d  

t w o - y e a r  c o m m u n ity  s u p p o rte d . T he s tu d y  h a s  a p p lic a b il i ty  to  th e  

f o u r  s c h o o ls  in  G ra n d  R a p id s . S in ce  th e r e  a r e  m an y  o th e r  c o lle g e s  

in  th e  c o u n try  th a t  a r e  s im i l a r  to  th e s e  s c h o o ls ,  th e  s tu d y  m a y  a ls o  

h a v e  r e le v a n c e  f o r  th e m .

A lth o u g h  o th e r  v a r i a b le s  su ch  a s  s tu d e n t  e x p e c ta tio n s ,  f r i e n d  

e x p e c ta t io n s ,  c o u n s e lo r  e x p e c ta tio n s  and  te a c h e r  e x p e c ta t io n s  m ay  

be  im p o r ta n t  in flu e n c in g  f a c t o r s ,  th is  stu d y  w as l im ite d  on ly  to  

p a r e n t a l  e x p e c ta t io n s .

D e f in i t io n  of T e r m s

In o r d e r  to f o s t e r  a  co m m o n  u n d e r  s ta n d in g , s e v e r a l  t e r m s  

r e q u i r e d  d e fin i tio n . T he u s e  of th e  fo llo w in g  t e r m s  in  th is  s tu d y  

c a r r y  th e  a t t a c h e d  d e fin i tio n .
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S tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  - a  p r iv a te  c o lle g e  w h ich  

r e c e iv e s  s ig n if ic a n t  f in a n c ia l  s u p p o r t  d i r e c t l y  f ro m  a  p a r t i c u l a r  r e l i ­

g io u s  d e n o m in a tio n . M o s t  s tu d e n ts  and  f a c u l ty  m e m b e r s  co m e  f ro m  a 

s im i l a r  r e l ig io u s  b a c k g ro u n d . T h e  B o a rd  of T r u s te e s  is  m ad e  up of 

c h u rc h  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s .  S tu d e n ts  m u s t  s u b s c r ib e  to  th e  r e l ig io u s  

g o a ls  of th e  c o lle g e .

M o d e ra te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  -  a  p r iv a te  c o lle g e  w hich  

r e c e iv e s  l i t t l e  o r  no  d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  f ro m  a  p a r t i c u l a r  r e l ig io u s  

d e n o m in a tio n . T h e  B o a rd  of T r u s te e s  i s  m a d e  up of c h u rc h  r e p r e ­

s e n ta t iv e s  an d  la y  p e r s o n s  n o t n e c e s s a r i l y  of th e  s a m e  f a i th .  M o s t  

s tu d e n ts  an d  fa c u lty  m e m b e r s  c o m e  f ro m  a s im i l a r  r e l ig io u s  b a c k ­

g ro u n d . A lth o u g h  r e l ig io u s  g o a ls  a r e  e m p h a s iz e d ,  s tu d e n ts  n e e d  n o t 

s u b s c r ib e  to  th e m .

F o u r - y e a r  s ta te  su p p o rte d  c o lle g e  - a  c o lle g e  o r  u n iv e r s i ty  

w h ich  is  s u p p o r te d  by  fu n d s  f ro m  th e  p u b lic  t r e a s u r y  of th e  s ta te .

T w o -y e a r  c o m m u n ity  su p p o r te d  c o lle g e  - a  tw o - y e a r  c o lle g e  

w h ich  is  s u p p o r te d  by fu n d s  f ro m  th e  s ta te  an d  lo c a l  t r e a s u r y .

In te l le c tu a l  e x p e c ta t io n s  - c h a r a c te r i z e d  by c o m p e te n c e  o f th e  

fa c u l ty ,  q u a li ty  of te a c h in g , s e r io u s  i n t e r e s t  in  s c h o la r s h ip  an d  

a c a d e m ic  c o m p e t i t iv e n e s s .

S o c ia l  e x p e c ta t io n s  - c h a r a c te r i z e d  by  n u m e ro u s  e v e n ts ,  

p o s s ib i l i ty  o f o b ta in in g  a l e a d e r s h ip  p o s it io n  an d  a c t iv i t i e s  th a t  b r in g  

p e o p le  t o g e th e r .
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R e lig io u s  e x p e c ta t io n s  - c h a r a c te r i z e d  by  a  c o n c e r n  f o r  r e l ig io u s  

d e v e lo p m e n t,  p u ttin g  r e l ig io u s  p r in c ip le s  in to  e v e ry d a y  a c tio n ,  an d  

r e g u l a r  a tte n d a n c e  a t  c h u rc h  s e r v i c e s .

S u p p o r tiv e  e x p e c ta t io n s  - c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  p e r s o n a l  a t te n tio n  

g iv e n  to  s tu d e n ts ,  h e lp fu ln e s s  of f a c u l ty  a n d  s tu d e n ts ,  an d  a  s e n s e  of 

b e lo n g in g  o r  id e n ti ty .

R e g u la tiv e  e x p e c ta t io n s  - c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  a  p r o te c t iv e  a tm o s ­

p h e re ,  e x is te n c e  o f r e g u la t io n s ,  an d  a d h e re n c e  to  th e s e  r e g u la t io n s .

T r a d i t io n a l  f o u r - y e a r  c o lle g e  p r o g r a m  - th o s e  n o n - e x p e r im e n ta l  

p r o g r a m s  u s u a lly  le a d in g  to  a  b a c h e lo r  of a r t s  o r  b a c h e lo r  of s c ie n c e  

d e g re e .
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C H A P T E R  II

R E V IE W  O F  L IT E R A T U R E

P u r p o s e s  of R ev iew

T h e  r e v ie w  of th e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e q u i r e d  an  e x a m in a tio n  o f  h ig h e r  

e d u c a tio n  an d  s tu d e n t  p e r s o n n e l  r e s e a r c h .  T h e  fo c u s  o f th e  r e v ie w  

w a s  on  p a r e n t a l  in flu e n c e  on e d u c a tio n a l  g o a ls ,  p a r e n t a l  in flu e n c e  on 

th e  c h o ic e  of the  s p e c i f ic  p o s t - s e c o n d a r y  in s t i tu t io n  to  be  a tte n d e d , 

a n d  p a r e n t a l  e x p e c ta t io n s  of the  in s t i tu t io n  a tte n d e d .

T h e  th r e e  r e a s o n s  f o r  the  re v ie w  of th e  l i t e r a t u r e  a r e :  1) to

v e r i f y  th a t  p a r e n t s  w e re  a n  im p o r ta n t  in f lu e n c in g  f a c to r  on th e  e d u c a ­

t io n a l  g o a ls  h e ld  by th e i r  son  o r  d a u g h te r ,  2) to  v e r i f y  th a t  p a r e n t s  

a r e  a n  im p o r ta n t  in flu e n c in g  f a c to r  on d e c is io n  m ak in g  a b o u t the  

s p e c i f ic  c o lle g e  to  bd a tte n d e d , an d  3) to  d e s c r ib e  r e s e a r c h  th a t  

r e l a te d  to  p a r e n t a l  e x p e c ta t io n s  of in s t i tu t io n s  of h ig h e r  le a r n in g  an d  

to  p o in t o u t th e  s c a r c i t y  of r e s e a r c h  th a t  h a s  b e e n  c o n d u c te d  in  th is  

a r e a .

R e v ie w  of th e  L i te r a tu r e  R e la te d  to P a r e n t a l  
In flu e n c e  on E d u c a tio n a l  G o a ls

W il l ia m s ' (1972) s tu d y  w a s  d e s ig n e d  to  e x p la in  d i f f e re n c e s  in  

th e  d e s i r e  f o r  p o s t - s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a tio n . He r e p o r t e d  d a ta  on 3, 687 

s tu d e n ts  e n ro l le d  in  a  g e n e ra l  a c a d e m ic  p r o g ra m  in  a  C a n a d ia n  
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p r o v in c e .  T h e s e  s tu d e n ts  w e re  d e s c r ib e d  a s  so m e w h a t p a s s iv e  w ith  

th e i r  p la n s  b e in g  f o rm e d  by s o c ia l iz a t io n  p r e s s u r e s  in  t h e i r  s c h o o l 

an d  f a m ily  e n v iro n m e n t .  T h e  d a ta  o f fe r e d  d o c u m e n ta tio n  th a t  p a re n ts  

h a v e  a  " s u b s ta n tia l  in f lu e n c e "  on the e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  of the  s tu d e n ts ,  

t e a c h e r s  h av e  so m e  d e g re e  of in f lu e n c e , an d  p e e r  in flu e n ce  w as  of 

l i t t l e  s ig n if ic a n c e .

In d i s c u s s in g  v a r ia t io n s  in  s ta te d  c o lle g e  p la n s ,  M c D ill  an d  

C o le m a n  (1965) c o n c lu d e d  th a t  p e e r  in flu e n ce  e x c e e d e d  p a r e n ta l  

in f lu e n c e . T h e  c o n c lu s io n  w a s  r e a c h e d  a f t e r  fin d in g  th a t  " th e  p r e s t ig e  

of th e  a d o le s c e n ts  in  th e  s c h o o l s o c ia l  s y s te m  c o n tr ib u te s  m o re  to  

v a r ia t io n s  in t h e i r  s ta te d  c o lle g e  p la n s  th an  d o e s  th e i r  f a t h e r 's  o r  

m o th e r 's  e d u c a tio n  (p. 125). " C e r ta in ly  th is  s e e m e d  a r a t h e r  n a r ro w  

m e a s u r e  on w h ich  to r e a c h  su c h  a g e n e ra l  c o n c lu s io n  s in c e  M c D ill  

and  C o le m a n  a ls o  r e p o r t e d  th a t  p a r e n ta l  in f lu e n c e  and  the  h ig h  s c h o o l 

s ta tu s  s y s te m  c a n  w o rk  e i t h e r  to w a rd  o r  a g a in s t  c o lle g e  and  th e  d a ta  

s u g g e s te d  th e  in flu e n c e  of p a r e n t s '  d e s i r e s  w a s  g r e a t e r  th an  sc h o o l 

s ta tu s .  T h e s e  two f in d in g s  a p p e a r e d  to be a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  one 

a n o th e r .

K a n d e l an d  L e s s e r  (1969), in  a  s tu d y  of 2, 327 s tu d e n ts  in  t h r e e  

d i f f e re n t  h ig h  s c h o o ls ,  fo u n d  th a t  "a s e p a r a te  a d o le s c e n t  s u b c u ltu re  

to ta l ly  i s o la te d  f ro m  p a r e n t a l  in flu e n c e  is  n o t s u p p o rte d  by e d u c a tio n a l  

d a ta  b a s e d  on t r i a d s  of a d o le s c e n ts  m a tc h e d  w ith  th e i r  m o th e r  and  

th e i r  b e s t  f r i e n d  in  sc h o o l (p. 213). " A g re e m e n t  on e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls
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w a s  h ig h e r  w ith  th e  s tu d e n t  an d  h is  m o th e r  th an  i t  w a s  w ith  th e  b e s t  

f r i e n d .  R e g a r d le s s  of how  c lo s e  a  s tu d e n t  w as to h is  m o th e r ,  a g r e e ­

m e n t  on e d u c a tio n a l  g o a ls  r e m a in e d  a t  th e  s a m e  le v e l  w h ile  a g r e e ­

m e n t  w ith  f r i e n d  i n c r e a s e d  w ith  g r e a t e r  in tim a c y . K a n d e ll  an d  

L e s s e r  c o n c lu d e d  by s ta t in g ,  "On the i s s u e  of the  a d o le s c e n t1 s 

f u tu r e  l ife  g o a ls ,  p a r e n t s  h a v e  a  s t r o n g e r  in flu e n c e  th a n  p e e r s  

(p . 222). " S a n d is  (1967), in  h e r  d i s s e r ta t io n ,  r e p o r t e d  r e s u l t s  w h ich  

s u p p o rt  the  f in d in g s  of K an d e l an d  L e s s e r .  She c o n c lu d e d  th a t  

p a r e n t s '  e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s  f o r  t h e i r  c h ild r e n  w e re  th e  s t r o n g e s t  

p r e d i c to r  of s tu d e n ts ' e d u c a tio n a l  p la n s .  She a ls o  fo u n d  h igh  a g r e e ­

m e n t b e tw e en  p a r e n t s  an d  ch ild  on e d u c a tio n a l  p la n s .  K e r r  (1962), 

in  h is  r e s e a r c h ,  found  th a t  th e  a s s i s ta n c e  of p a re n ts  w as  s e e n  a s  b e in g  

th e  m o s t  v a lu a b le  in  m ak in g  the  c o lle g e  d e c is io n . P a r e n t s '  a s s i s ta n c e  

w a s  r a t e d  m o re  v a lu a b le  th an  th a t  of c o u n s e lo r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  r e l a t i v e s ,  

f r i e n d s ,  s e lf ,  an d  c o lle g e  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  c o m b in e d .

In a  s tu d y  of m o re  th an  10, 000 s e n io r s  in  W isc o n s in  h ig h  s c h o o ls ,  

S e w e ll a n d  S hah  (1968) c o n c lu d e d  th a t  w hen p a re n ta l  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  

w a s  h ig h , the  p r o p o r t io n  of s tu d e n ts  p lan n in g  to  go to  c o lle g e  w as  a ls o  

h ig h , e v e n  w hen  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  an d  in te l l ig e n c e  le v e ls  w e re  

r e l a t i v e ly  low . M u s g ro v e  (1967), r e p o r t in g  r e s e a r c h  c o n d u c te d  a t  a 

te c h n o lo g ic a l  u n iv e r s i ty  in  E n g la n d , fo u n d  th a t  w hen s tu d e n ts  r e p o r t e d  

on w ho w as im p o r ta n t  in  t h e i r  l iv e s ,  w h o se  o p in io n s  th ey  v a lu e d , w hom
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th ey  d id  n o t w ish  to  d isa p p o in t  in  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  c a r e e r ,  an d  who 

w ould  be d is a p p o in te d  if t h e i r  e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s  w e re  a  f a i l u r e ,  th e y  

m o s t  o fte n  r e f e r r e d  to  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  He b e lie v e d  th is  f in d in g  " r a i s e s  

d o u b ts  ab o u t the  co m m o n  a s s u m p tio n  th a t  la te  a d o le s c e n c e  i s  a  p e r io d  

in  w h ich  p a re n ts  ra p id ly  d e c lin e  in  im p o r ta n c e  a s  r e f e r e n t  p e r s o n s  in  

th e i r  c h i ld r e n 's  l iv e s  (p. 80). "

R e v ie w  of the  L i te r a tu r e  R e la te d  to  P a r e n t a l  In flu e n ce  
on th e  S e le c t io n  of a  S p e c if ic  C o lle g e

R ic h a rd s  an d  H o llan d  (1965), in  a  s tu d y  f o r  th e  A m e r ic a n  C o lle g e  

T e s t in g  P r o g r a m ,  e x a m in e d  th e  r e a s o n s  8, 292 h ig h  sc h o o l s tu d e n ts ,  

s e le c te d  f ro m  a  n a tio n a l  s a m p le , g av e  f o r  t h e i r  c h o ic e  of c o lle g e .

T h ey  lo o k ed  a t  i te m s  p e r ta in in g  to  in f lu e n c e s  on s tu d e n ts  w hen  s e l e c t ­

ing a  p a r t i c u l a r  c o lle g e . In  th e  c a te g o r y  la b e le d  " a d v ic e  of o th e r s ,  " 

the  a d v ic e  o f p a re n ts  w as  g iv e n  a h ig h e r  m e a n  r e s p o n s e  th an  a l l  

o th e r  r e s p o n s e s  in  th a t  c a te g o ry .  T h e  p o s s ib le  r e s p o n s e s  in c lu d e d  

a d v ic e  of h ig h  s c h o o l t e a c h e r s ,  a d v ic e  of a lu m n i c o n ta c ts ,  ta lk  w ith  

a d m is s io n s  c o u n s e lo r  f ro m  c o lle g e , a d v ic e  of h ig h  s c h o o l c o u n s e lo r  

o r  c o lle g e  c o u n s e lo r ,  a d v ic e  of b r o th e r  o r  s i s t e r ,  and  a d v ic e  of 

f r i e n d s  who w e re  going  to  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c o lle g e .

R e s p o n s e s  in  o th e r  c a te g o r ie s  su ch  a s  "good fa c u l ty ,  " "h igh  

s c h o la s t i c  s ta n d a r d s ,  " an d  " d e s i r a b le  lo c a t io n "  r e c e iv e d  a  h ig h e r  

m e a n  r e s p o n s e  th an  a d v ic e  of p a r e n t s .  H o w e v e r, w hen  c o n s id e r in g  

p e o p le  who w e r e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t ,  p a r e n t s  w e re  r a t e d  h ig h e r  th a n
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o th e r s .

N app (1966) r e p o r t e d  th a t  p a r e n t s  who h ad  n o t a tte n d e d  E a s t  

C a ro lin a  C o lle g e  w e re  the  m o s t  in f lu e n tia l  f a c to r  in  the  d e c is io n  of 

the  s tu d e n t  to e n ro l l  in  th a t  c o lle g e , w h ile  p a r e n t s  who h ad  a tte n d e d  

w e re  the  l e a s t  in f lu e n tia l.  H oag (1969), in  a  d o c to r a l  d i s s e r ta t io n  

d e s ig n e d  to c o m p a re  th e  im p o r ta n c e  of f a c to r s  th a t  in flu e n c e  a  s tu d e n t  

in  s e le c tin g  a  c o lle g e  s a id  th a t ,  c o n tr a ry  to N app, h e lp  g iv en  by 

p a r e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  an d  c o u n s e lo r s  in s e le c t in g  a  c o lle g e  w as r a te d  

r a t h e r  low . She found  c o s t,  e n tr a n c e  r e q u i r e m e n ts ,  f in a n c ia l  a id , 

a c a d e m ic  r e p u ta t io n ,  a c c r e d i ta t io n ,  an d  h o u s in g  f a c i l i t ie s  to  be 

r a t h e r  im p o r ta n t .  B o w e rs  and  P u g h  (1972), in  a  stu d y  to  d e te r m in e  

w hy s tu d e n ts  and  p a re n ts  s e le c te d  In d ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty ,  found  

th e  a c a d e m ic  r e p u ta t io n  of th e  U n iv e rs i ty  an d  the  r e p u ta t io n  of th e  

s p e c if ic  d e p a r tm e n t  in  w hich  the s tu d e n t  in te n d e d  to  s tu d y  w e re  r a t e d  

a s  th e  two m o s t  im p o r ta n t  r e a s o n s  by b o th  p a re n ts  an d  s tu d e n t. 

R o e m m ic h  and  S c h m id t (1962), r e p o r t in g  r e s p o n s e s  f ro m  1 ,6 6 6  h ig h  

sc h o o l s e n io r s  to th e  q u e s tio n , "W ho a s s i s t s  you  in  s e le c t in g  a  c o l l e g e ? "  

found  fo r ty -o n e  p e r c e n t  of th e  s tu d e n ts  r e s p o n d e d  p a re n ts  and  fa m ily , 

th i r ty - s e v e n  p e r c e n t  s a id  no one , fo u r  p e rc e n t  s ta te d  t e a c h e r s ,  f iv e  

p e r c e n t  r e p o r t e d  c o u n s e lo r s ,  e le v e n  p e rc e n t  s a id  f r i e n d s ,  an d  tw o 

p e r c e n t  s ta te d  o th e r s .

F o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  A s t in ,  e t  a l.  (1 9 6 6 -1 9 7 3 ) c o n d u c te d  a  n a t io n ­

w ide  r e s e a r c h  s tu d y  on e n te r in g  f r e s h m e n  f o r  the  A m e r ic a n  C o u n c il 

on E d u c a tio n . A p p ro x im a te ly  f if te e n  p e r c e n t  of a l l  f r e s h m e n
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w ho h a d  e n ro l le d  in  c o lle g e s  an d  u n iv e r s i t i e s  th ro u g h o u t th e  U n ited  

S ta te s  w e re  in c lu d e d .

E a c h  y e a r  b e tw e en  1966 an d  1973, a t  l e a s t  f o r ty -n in e  p e r c e n t  

of th e  s u rv e y e d  e n te r in g  f r e s h m e n  r e p o r t e d  th a t  th ey  e x p e c te d  to  

f in a n c e  th e i r  e d u c a tio n  th ro u g h  p a r e n t a l  o r  f a m ily  a id  o r  g i f ts .  T h e

1967 an d  1968 s u rv e y  in c lu d e d  a  s p e c i f ic  c a te g o r y  to  a s c e r t a i n  

"M a jo r  In f lu e n c e s  In D ec id in g  T o A tte n d  T h is  C o lle g e . " In  1967 

a b o u t f o r t y - s i x  p e rc e n t  r e s p o n d e d  " p a re n ts  o r  o th e r  r e l a t i v e s .  " In

1968 th e  r e s p o n s e  to  the  sa m e  i te m  w a s  a p p ro x im a te ly  f o r ty - e ig h t  

p e rc e n t .  T h is  c a te g o ry  w a s  d e le te d  f ro m  the  q u e s tio n n a ir e  u n til  

1972 w hen  it  r e a p p e a r e d  a s  " R e a s o n s  N o te d  A s  V e ry  Im p o r ta n t  In 

S e le c t in g  T h is  C o lle g e . " T h e  p o s s ib le  r e s p o n s e  h a d  a ls o  c h a n g ed  

f ro m  " p a re n ts  o r  o th e r  r e l a t i v e s "  to " r e l a t i v e s  w a n te d  m e  to  go . "

In  1972 a n d  1973, w hen r e s p o n d in g  to  " r e l a t i v e s  w a n te d  m e  to  go, " 

on ly  a b o u t te n  p e r c e n t  o f th e  s tu d e n ts  e a c h  y e a r  r e p o r t e d  th is  to  be  

th e  c a s e .  In  an  a t te m p t  to  a c c o u n t  f o r  th e  d i f f e re n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  

1967 an d  1968 q u e s t io n n a ir e s  an d  the  1972 an d  1973 q u e s t io n n a ir e s ,  

A s t in  (1973), the  d i r e c to r  of th e  s tu d y , w as a s k e d  to  c o m m e n t on 

th e  r a t h e r  d r a m a t ic  ch a n g e . He o f fe r e d  "no o b v io u s  e x p la n a tio n  

o th e r  th a n  th e  ch a n g e  in i te m  f o rm a t .  " H e p o in te d  o u t th a t  " s e v e r a l  

th in g s  h a v e  b e e n  c h a n g ed " : th e  g e n e r a l  i n s t r u c t io n s  in  th e  i n t r o d u c ­

tio n , " th e  in d iv id u a l  i te m , an d  th e  r e s p o n s e  m o d e  ( fro m  'in f lu e n c e 1 

to  'im p o r ta n c e ') .  " In an  a t t e m p t  to  d e te r m in e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  th e
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i te m  f o rm a t  an d  w o rd in g  w a s  in f lu e n tia l ,  A s t in 's  s u g g e s t io n  to c o m ­

p a r e  c h a n g e s  on th is  r e s p o n s e  to  o th e r  r e s p o n s e s  th a t  a p p e a r e d  in  

th e  f o u r  s u rv e y s  w as  fo llo w e d . T h e  a n a ly s i s  in d ic a te d  th a t  the  d i f f e r ­

e n c e  w as  a c c o u n te d  f o r  in  th e  ch an g e  of th e  w o rd in g  in  th e  r e s p o n s e .  

W hen r e p o r t in g  r e a s o n s  w h ich  w e re  im p o r ta n t  o r  in f lu e n tia l  in 

s e le c t in g  a s p e c i f ic  c o lle g e , a  r e s p o n s e  su c h  a s  " p a re n ts  o r  o th e r  

r e l a t i v e "  s e e m e d  l e s s  th re a te n in g  a n d  m a n ip u la t iv e  th an  one th a t  

r e a d  " p a re n ts  w a n te d  m e  to  go . " T h e  l a t t e r  r e s p o n s e  m ay  im p ly  the 

o n ly  r e a s o n  f o r  s e le c t in g  a  s p e c i f ic  c o lle g e  w as  an  in d iv id u a l 's  

p a r e n t s  an d  th a t  th e  s tu d e n t  o r  o th e r  f a c to r s  w e re  of l i t t l e  im p o r ta n c e .  

T o  s u p p o rt  th e  c o n c lu s io n , the  d a ta  sh o w ed  th a t  w hen the p o s s ib le  

r e s p o n s e s  on the  1967, 1968, 1972, an d  1973 q u e s t io n n a ir e s  w e re  

s im i l a r ,  e . g. , " h a s  a  good a c a d e m ic  r e p u ta t io n ,  w a n te d  to  liv e  

aw ay  f ro m  h o m e , low  tu it io n , " th e  p e rc e n ta g e s  r e s p o n d in g  to  th e s e  

c a te g o r ie s  w e re  a b o u t th e  s a m e  e a c h  of th e  f o u r  y e a r s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  

i f  th e  p o s s ib le  r e s p o n s e  h a d  r e m a in e d  " p a re n ts  o r  o th e r  r e l a t i v e ,  " 

th e  p e rc e n ta g e s  in  1972 an d  1973 p ro b a b ly  w ou ld  h a v e  b e e n  s im i l a r  

to  th e  p e rc e n ta g e s  r e p o r t e d  in  1967 and  1968.

R ev iew  of th e  L i te r a tu r e  R e la te d  
to  P a r e n t a l  E x p e c ta t io n s

R e s e a rc h  r e la t in g  to  p a r e n t a l  e x p e c ta tio n s  of c o lle g e s  an d  

u n iv e r s i t i e s  w as  n o t a v a ila b le .  B r a s k a m p  a n d  F l e s s n e r  (1971), in  

c o m p a r in g  p a r e n t a l  an d  e n te r in g  f r e s h m a n  e x p e c ta t io n s ,  lo o k ed  a t
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w h a t th e  p a r e n t s  an d  s tu d e n t  e x p e c te d  of the  s tu d e n t  and  n o t w h a t th ey  

e x p e c te d  of th e  c o lle g e .  H o llan d  (1959) b e lie v e d  th a t  p a r e n t s  p ro b a b ly  

e x e r t  g r e a t  in flu e n c e  on th e  s e le c t io n  of the  c o lle g e . H e th o u g h t it  

d e s i r a b le  to  f in d  o u t "w h a t th ey  e x p e c t  f ro m  a  c o lle g e "  an d  p o s e d  th is  

a s  one of th e  q u e s tio n s  in  h is  s tu d y . H o w e v e r, he  n e v e r  a n s w e re d  

th is  s p e c if ic  q u e s tio n  b u t he  d id  r e p o r t  on  c e r t a in  f a c to r s  th a t  r e l a te d  

to  the  p a r e n t s '  b e l ie f  a b o u t the  q u a li ty  of a  c o lle g e . In a  f r e e  r e s p o n s e ,  

th ir ty - tw o  p e r c e n t  s a id  fa c u l ty ,  tw e n ty - s e v e n  and  f o u r - te n th s  p e rc e n t  

r e s p o n d e d  c u r r ic u lu m ,  tw en ty  an d  f iv e - te n th s  p e r c e n t  r e p o r t e d  h ig h  

s c h o la s t i c  s ta n d a r d s ,  tw en ty  an d  tw o - te n th s  p e r c e n t  r e f e r r e d  to p r e s ­

t ig e  f a c t o r s ,  fo u r te e n  an d  n in e - te n th s  p e rc e n t  s a id  f a c i l i t i e s ,  tw e lv e  

p e r c e n t  r e p o r t e d  s o c ia l  m il ie u ,  an d  e le v e n  and  f iv e - te n th s  p e r c e n t  

r e s p o n d e d  s tu d e n t- f a c u lty  r a t io .

R e s e a r c h  th a t  a t te m p te d  to  d e te r m in e  p a r e n t a l  e x p e c ta t io n s  w as 

n o t a v a ila b le .  T h is  s tu d y  m ad e  a  b eg in n in g  a t  in v e s t ig a t in g  th e s e  

e x p e c ta t io n s .

SUMM ARY

In th is  c h a p te r  f in d in g s  of r e l a te d  l i t e r a t u r e  w e re  p r e s e n te d .  T h e  

l i t e r a t u r e  w a s  r e l a te d  to  t h r e e  a r e a s  of c o n c e rn  to  th is  p r o je c t .  T hey  

w e re  1) th e  v e r i f ic a t io n  th a t  p a r e n t s  in f lu e n c e d  the  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  

of th e i r  c h ild r e n ,  2) th e  v e r i f ic a t io n  th a t  p a re n ts  in flu e n c e d  th e  ch o ic e  

of c o lle g e , an d  3) th e  p r e s e n ta t i o n  of r e s e a r c h  r e l a te d  to p a r e n t a l
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e x p e c ta tio n s  of in s t i tu t io n s  of h ig h e r  le a r n in g .

In  th e  f i r s t  s e c t io n ,  w h e re in  th e  v e r i f ic a t io n  th a t  p a re n ts  

in f lu e n c e d  the  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  of t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  w a s  c o n s id e r e d ,  

s e v e r a l  s tu d ie s  w e re  c ite d . T h e  re v ie w e d  r e s e a r c h  s u p p o rte d  the 

c o n te n tio n  th a t  p a r e n t s  p la y e d  a n  im p o r ta n t  r o le  in  in flu e n c in g  the  

e d u c a tio n a l  g o a ls  of t h e i r  c h ild r e n .

In the  s e c o n d  s e c t io n  of th is  s u rv e y ,  s tu d ie s  w e re  r e v ie w e d  th a t  

r e l a te d  to p a r e n t a l  in flu e n c e  on  th e  s e le c t io n  of a  s p e c i f ic  c o lle g e . 

A lth o u g h  the  e v id e n c e  w a s  m ix e d , s tu d ie s  g e n e ra l ly  in d ic a te d  th a t  

p a re n ts  d id  in flu e n c e  the s e le c t io n  of a  s p e c i f ic  c o lle g e . W hen s tu d ie s  

r e p o r t e d  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  th e  i n s t r u m e n t s  u s e d  to  g a th e r  th e  d a ta  v a r i e d  

to  su c h  an  e x te n t  th a t  one m ig h t  e x p e c t  so m e  of th e s e  d i f f e re n c e s  

o c c u r r e d  by c h a n c e .

T he r e s e a r c h  s tu d ie s  of the  A m e r ic a n  C o u n c il on  E d u c a tio n , 

w h ich  s u rv e y e d  a b o u t f if te e n  p e r c e n t  of a l l  e n te r in g  c o lle g e  f r e s h m e n ,  

s u p p o rte d  th e  c o n te n tio n  th a t  p a r e n t s  w e re  a n  im p o r ta n t  in flu e n c in g  

f a c to r  in  th e  c h o ic e  of c o lle g e .

In s tu d ie s  w h ich  w e re  re v ie w e d ,  s tu d e n ts  u s u a lly  w e re  a s k e d  

to  r e p o r t  on who a s s i s t e d  th em  in  c h o o s in g  a  s p e c if ic  c o lle g e  o r  th e  

m a jo r  in f lu e n tia l  f a c to r s  w h ich  w e re  im p o r ta n t  in  m a k in g  th e  s e le c ­

tio n . In  r e s p o n d in g  to  q u e s tio n s  s im i l a r  to  th o s e  w h ich  a s k e d  who 

a s s i s t e d  the  s tu d e n t  in  c h o o s in g  a  c o lle g e , th e  m o s t  f re q u e n tly  m e n ­

t io n e d  c a te g o ry  w a s  p a r e n t s .  W hen r e p o r t in g  on  m a jo r  in f lu e n tia l
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f a c t o r s ,  o th e r  i te m s  su ch  a s  a c a d e m ic  re p u ta t io n  o r  c o s t  s o m e t im e s  

w e re  r a t e d  h ig h e r  th a n  p a r e n t s .  O v e ra ll ,  th e  r e v ie w e d  r e s e a r c h  

te n d e d  to d o c u m e n t th e  c o n te n tio n  th a t  p a re n ts  e x e r te d  a  s tro n g  

in flu e n c e  in  the  s e le c t io n  of a  s p e c if ic  c o lle g e .

T h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f th e  re v ie w  w a s  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  p a r e n ta l  e x p e c ta ­

t io n s  of c o lle g e s  an d  u n iv e r s i t i e s .  Tw o s tu d ie s  w e re  c i te d  w h ich  d e a lt  

w ith  e x p e c ta t io n s  b u t n e i th e r  w e re  r e l a te d  to the  q u e s tio n .
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C H A P T E R  III

R E S E A R C H  DESIGN AND PR O C E D U R E S

R ev iew  of th e  P r o b le m  

In th is  stu d y  the  e x p e c ta t io n s  of p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  

e n ro l le d  a t  fo u r  ty p e s  of in s t i tu t io n s  of h ig h e r  le a r n in g  in  th e  G ra n d  

R a p id s , M ic h ig a n  a r e a  w e re  in v e s t ig a te d .  T h e  in v e s t ig a t io n  w as 

d e s ig n e d  to  p ro v id e  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t th e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e en  the  

e x p e c ta tio n s  of p a r e n t s  an d  the  ty p e  of in s t i tu t io n  of h ig h e r  l e a rn in g  

t h e i r  f r e s h m a n  so n  o r  d a u g h te r  w as  a tte n d in g . In  th is  c h a p te r  the  

m e th o d  u s e d  to c o m p le te  th e  s tu d y , the  d e v e lo p m e n t o f th e  q u e s t io n ­

n a ir e ,  the  s e le c t io n  o f p o p u la t io n  an d  s a m p le ,  an d  d a ta  c o lle c tio n  

an d  a n a ly s i s  p r o c e d u r e s  a r e  d e s c r ib e d .

S eek in g  C o o p e ra tio n  f o r  th e  S tudy 

In  o r d e r  to  g a in  a p p ro v a l  a n d  c o o p e ra t io n  f o r  the  s tu d y , a  

m e e t in g  w a s  h e ld  w ith  a  c h ie f  a d m in i s t r a to r  a t  e a c h  of th e  fo u r  

c o lle g e s  s e le c te d  fo r  s tu d y  to  e x p la in  th e  p u rp o s e  an d  d e ta i ls  o f the  

p r o je c t .  T he a s s i s ta n c e  a s k e d  o f e a c h  c o lle g e  an d  the  b e n e f i ts  of 

p a r t ic ip a t io n  w e re  a ls o  d i s c u s s e d .  T h e  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  f ro m  e a c h  of 

th e  f o u r  c o lle g e s  s e le c te d  f o r  s tu d y  a g re e d  to  h a v e  t h e i r  c o lle g e  

p a r t i c ip a te .
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I n s t r u m e n ta t io n

D e v e lo p m e n t of th e  q u e s tio n n a ir e

T h e  P a r e n t a l  Q u e s t io n n a ire  On C o lle g e  E x p e c ta t io n s  w as 

d e v e lo p e d  to  a s c e r ta i n  r e a s o n s  f o r  a tte n d in g  a  s p e c i f ic  c o lle g e  and  

to  c o m p a re  the  c o lle g e  e x p e c ta tio n s  of p a r e n t s .  P a c e  (1963, 1969) 

d e v e lo p e d  an  in s t r u m e n t ,  T h e  C o lle g e  an d  U n iv e rs i ty  E n v iro n m e n t  

S c a le s ,  to  m e a s u r e  p e rc e p t io n s  of th e  c o lle g e  e n v iro n m e n t  on f iv e  

to  s e v e n  s c a l e s .  T he m e th o d s  u s e d  in  P a c e 's  in s t r u m e n t  w e re  

v a lu a b le  a id s  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t of T he P a r e n t a l  Q u e s t io n n a ire  On 

C o lle g e  E x p e c ta t io n s .

N eu w ien  (1966) e d ite d  a  s tu d y  of C a th o lic  e le m e n ta r y  and  

s e c o n d a ry  sc h o o ls  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s .  A s  p a r t  of the  s tu d y  an  

in s t r u m e n t  w as d e v e lo p e d  e n ti t le d ,  "Study  of C a th o lic  E d u c a tio n , 

P a r e n t s '  Q u e s t io n n a ire .  " T h is  in s t r u m e n t  w as  e s p e c ia l ly  h e lp fu l  in  

d e v e lo p in g  th e  " R e lig io u s  E x p e c ta t io n s "  s c a le  f o r  th e  P a r e n t a l  

Q u e s t io n n a ire  O n C o lle g e  E x p e c ta t io n s .

In d iv id u a l c o n fe re n c e s  w e re  h e ld  w ith  te n  h ig h  s c h o o l t e a c h e r s  

o r  c o u n s e lo r s  a n d  th re e  s e ts  o f p a re n ts  of h ig h  sc h o o l s e n io r s .  

T h e s e  m e e t in g s  w e re  h e lp fu l  in  a s s e s s in g  a r e a s  of im p o r ta n c e  to  

p a r e n t s  in  th e  s e le c t io n  of a  c o lle g e . T h is  in fo rm a t io n  h e lp e d  

d e te r m in e  w h ich  f a c to r s  sh o u ld  be  m e a s u r e d  by the  q u e s t io n n a ir e .

V a lid ity

T o  d e te r m in e  if  q u e s t io n n a ir e  i te m s  w e re  s ta te d  in  an
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u n d e rs ta n d a b le  m a n n e r  a n d  to  in s u r e  c o n te n t  v a lid i ty ,  t h i r te e n  p e r s o n s  

w e re  a s k e d  to r e a c t  to  th e  p ro p o s e d  q u e s t io n n a ir e .  T h o s e  c o n s u lte d  

in c lu d e d : a v ice  p r e s id e n t  fo r  s tu d e n t  s e r v i c e s  a t  a  s tro n g ly  d e n o m ­

in a t io n a l  c o lle g e , a  d e a n  of a c a d e m ic  a d m in is t r a t io n  an d  a  c o u n s e lo r  

a t  a  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e , a  v ice  p r e s id e n t  and  a 

d i r e c to r  of in s t i tu t io n a l  r e s e a r c h  a t a  f o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  c o l ­

le g e ,  a  d e a n  a t  a  tw o - y e a r  c o m m u n ity  s u p p o rte d  c o lle g e , a  p r o f e s s o r  

an d  an  a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r  of e d u c a tio n  a t  a  s ta te  u n iv e r s i t y ,  a n d  f iv e  

la y m e n  who h a d  n o t  a t te n d e d  c o lle g e .

T he i te m s  on th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  w e re  a r r a n g e d  by th e  f a c to r s  to  

b e  m e a s u r e d  to  f a c i l i t a t e  d i s c u s s io n .  E a c h  p e r s o n  w as g iv e n  th e  

q u e s t io n n a ir e  to  s tu d y  p r i o r  to  a  m e e t in g  f o r  d i s c u s s io n  p u r p o s e s .

T h e  in s t r u c t io n s  f o r  re s p o n d in g  to  th e  i te m s  w e re  a ls o  in c lu d e d . A t 

th e  t im e  of d i s c u s s io n  th e  fo llo w in g  q u e s tio n s  w e re  a sk ed : 1) Do

th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  i te m s  r e l a te  to th e  f a c to r s  b e in g  m e a s u r e d ?  2) Is  

th e  sc o p e  of th e  f a c to r  b e in g  a d e q u a te ly  m e a s u r e d  by the  i t e m s ?

3) A r e  the  i te m s  w o rd e d  in  su c h  a  m a n n e r  th a t  th ey  a r e  c le a r ly  

u n d e rs to o d ?

R e s p o n s e  f ro m  th e s e  t h i r te e n  p e r s o n s  r e s u l te d  in  th e  r e v i s io n  

o f th e  w o rd in g  of so m e  q u e s t io n s ,  in  th e  d e le t io n  of a  few  q u e s t io n s ,  

a n d  in  the  a d d it io n  of a  few  q u e s t io n s .  T h e  p e r s o n s  c o n s u lte d  w e re  

in  g e n e ra l  a g re e m e n t  th a t  th e  q u e s tio n s  g e n e ra l ly  m e a s u r e d  w h at 

th ey  in te n d e d  to  m e a s u r e ,  c o v e re d  th e  e s s e n t ia l  sc o p e  of th e  f a c to r ,
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an d  w e re  p r e s e n te d  in  an  u n d e rs ta n d a b le  m a n n e r .  A f te r  d i s c u s s io n ,  

t h e r e  w as a  f in a l  r e v i s io n  of th e  q u e s tio n n a ir e  i te m s .

Q u e s t io n n a ire  d e s ig n

In  o r d e r  to  r e d u c e  b ia s  an d  a s s ig n  th e  q u e s tio n s  to p o s i t io n s  in  

th e  P a r e n t a l  Q u e s t io n n a ire  On C o lle g e  E x p e c ta t io n s ,  s l ip s  of p a p e r  

n u m b e re d  f ro m  1 to  48 w e re  m ix e d  and  d raw n  f ro m  a  h a t .  In  a d d it io n , 

f iv e  s h e e ts  of p a p e r  l i s t in g  the r e s p e c t iv e  q u e s tio n s  u n d e r  e a c h  of 

f iv e  s c a le s  w e r e  p o s it io n e d  by d raw in g  f ro m  a  h a t  s l ip s  o f p a p e r  

n u m b e re d  1 to  5. T h e  r e g u la t iv e  s c a le  w as s e le c te d  f o r  th e  f i r s t  

p o s i t io n  an d  the f i r s t  s l ip  o f p a p e r  ( 1 to  48 ) s e le c te d  w as  n u m b e r  

e ig h te e n , th e r e f o r e  q u e s tio n  n u m b e r  1 on th e  f in a l  r e v i s io n  of th e  

r e g u la t iv e  s c a le  w as  a s s ig n e d  to  p o s i t io n  n u m b e r  18 on  th e  q u e s tio n ­

n a i r e .  T h e  fo llo w in g  e x a m p le s  show  th r e e  of th e  a s s ig n e d  p o s i t io n s  

b a s e d  on the  d ra w in g . T h e  c o m p le te  l i s t in g  of a s s ig n e d  p o s i t io n s  is  

p r e s e n t e d  in  A p p e n d ix  A .

P a r e n t a l  Q u e s t io n n a ire  On C o lle g e  E x p e c ta t io n s

R e g u la tiv e  E x p e c ta t io n  - c h a r a c te r i z e d  by a  p r o ­
te c t iv e  a tm o s p h e re ,  e x is te n c e  of r e g u la t io n s  an d  A s s ig n e d  
a d h e re n c e  to  th e s e  r e g u la t io n s  P o s i t io n

1. S tu d e n t o rg a n iz a t io n s  a r e  c lo s e ly  s u p e rv i s e d  18

2. S tu d e n ts  m u s t  h av e  a  w r i t t e n  e x c u se  if th ey
a r e  a b s e n t  f ro m  c la s s  7

3. T h e  r e s p o n s e  of c o lle g e  o f f ic ia ls  to w a rd
s tu d e n t  s i t - i n s  o r  o th e r  c o n fro n ta t io n s  w ou ld
be f i r m  an d  fo rc e fu l  30
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T h e  in s t r u c t io n s  to  c o m p le te  th e  q u e s tio n n a ir e  w e re  b r ie f  a n d  

c le a r .  P a r e n t s  w e re  a s s u r e d  of c o n f id e n tia li ty .  T he r e tu r n  e n v e lo p e s  

w e re  c o d ed , h o w e v e r , to  id e n tify  the  r e s p o n d e n ts .  T h is  p r o c e d u r e  

a llo w e d  th e  id e n t i f ic a t io n  of th e  c o lle g e  th e  so n  o r  d a u g h te r  w as 

a tte n d in g  an d  a ls o  f a c i l i t a t e d  in  se n d in g  fo llo w -u p  l e t t e r s  to th o se  who 

d id  n o t in i t ia l ly  r e s p o n d .  A s id e  f ro m  c o lle g e  id e n t i f ic a t io n  and  fo llo w - 

up  p u r p o s e s ,  th e  c o n f id e n tia li ty  of th e  p a r e n t s '  r e s p o n s e  w as r e s ­

p e c te d .  T he f in a l  d r a f t  of th e  in s t r u m e n t  is  p r e s e n te d  in  A p p en d ix  B .

R e l ia b i l i ty

T h e  s p l i t - h a l f  m e th o d  i s  u s e d  to  c o m p u te  th e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of 

in s t r u m e n t  s c a le s  f ro m  a  s in g le  a d m in is t r a t io n  of th e  in s t r u m e n t .

T h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  f o r  the  f iv e  s c a le s  w as  d e te r m in e d  by u s in g  the  s p l i t -  

h a lf  m e th o d  an d  a p p ly in g  th e  S p e a rm a n -B ro w n  P ro p h e c y  F o r m u la  

(D ow nie & H ea th , 1970). T he r e l i a b i l i t y  c o e f f ic ie n ts  w e re  d e te r m in e d  

by  u s in g  th e  r e s p o n s e s  o f p a r e n t s  to  209 q u e s t io n n a ir e s  an d  a r e  

p r e s e n te d  in  T a b le  3. 1.

P o p u la tio n  a n d  S a m p le  

T h e  p o p u la t io n  c o n s is te d  of p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  

e n r o l l e d  fu ll  t im e  in  fo u r  c o lle g e s  in  th e  G ra n d  R a p id s , M ic h ig a n  

a r e a .  In th e  tw o - y e a r  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e  on ly  p a r e n t s  of s tu d e n ts  

in d ic a tin g  a  t r a n s f e r  p r o g ra m  to a  f o u r - y e a r  c o lle g e  w e re  c o n s id e r e d .  

T h e  c o lle g e s  s e le c te d  w e re  lo c a te d  in  th e  s a m e  g e o g ra p h ic  a r e a  b u t
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T A B L E  3. 1. - - R e l i a b i l i t y  c o e f f ic ie n ts  of s c a le  i te m  s c o r e s  in  th e  
p a r e n t a l  q u e s t io n n a ir e  on c o lle g e  e x p e c ta t io n s

S c a le C o e f f ic ie n t

1. R e lig io u s . 94

2. In te l le c tu a l . 88

3. R e g u la tiv e . 84

4 . S o c ia l . 76

5. S u p p o rtiv e . 85

d if f e re d  on the  fo llo w in g  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s :  1) p r iv a te  v e r s u s  p u b lic ,

2) tw o - y e a r  c o lle g e  v e r s u s  f o u r - y e a r  c o lle g e ,  3) r e l ig io u s  a f f i l ia t io n  

v e r s u s  no r e l ig io u s  a f f i l ia t io n ,  a n d  4) s iz e  of th e  f u l l - t im e  f r e s h m a n  

e n ro l lm e n t .

A t e a c h  o f th e  f o u r  p a r t i c ip a t in g  c o lle g e s  a  s a m p le  of s e v e n ty -  

f iv e  f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  w as r a n d o m ly  s e le c te d .  T he n a m e s  w e re  

s e le c te d  f ro m  p r in t e d  r o s t e r s  o r  tu i t io n  r e c e ip t s  o f a l l  f r e s h m e n  

e n ro l le d  in  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o u r - y e a r  c o lle g e  p r o g ra m  u s in g  a  ta b le  of 

10, 000 ra n d o m  n u m b e r s .  F o r  e a c h  s tu d e n t  n a m e  s e le c te d  th e  n a m e  of 

th e  p a r e n t  o r  g u a rd ia n  w as  o b ta in e d  f ro m  th e  d i r e c to r  of in s t i tu t io n a l  

r e s e a r c h  o r the  r e g i s t r a r ' s  o ffic e  a t  the  r e s p e c t iv e  c o lle g e . A p a r t i a l  

im p le m e n ta t io n  of th e  m e th o d  s u g g e s te d  by R o b in  (1965) w as  u s e d  to  

e n c o u ra g e  a  r e s p o n s e  to  the  q u e s tio n n a ir e .  A n in i t ia l  m a i l in g  of 300 

q u e s t io n n a ir e s  an d  a  l a t e r  fo llo w -u p  r e s u l te d  in  the  r e t u r n  o f 209
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u s a b le  q u e s t io n n a ir e s .  T h is  r e s p o n s e  r e p r e s e n te d  am o v e ra l l  r e tu r n

of s e v e n ty  p e rc e n t .  T h e  p e rc e n ta g e of r e t u r n  f o r th e  d i f f e re n t  ty p e s

of c o lle g e s  i s  i l l u s t r a te d  in  T a b le  3. 2.

T A B L E  3. 2. - -N u m b e r  an d  p e rc e n ta g e  of t e t u r n s by c o lle g e  ty p e

C o lle g e  T y p e  No . of R e tu rn s % of R e tu rn s

S tro n g ly  D e n o m in a tio n a l 60 80

M o d e ra te ly  D e n o m in a tio n a l 61 81

F o u r - Y e a r  S ta te  S u p p o r te d 39 52

T w o -Y e a r  C o m m u n ity  S u p p o r te d 49 65

D a ta  C o lle c t io n  P r o c e d u r e s  

T he d a ta  c o lle c t io n  w a s  a s s i s t e d  by  a  l e t t e r  f ro m  a  c h ie f  

a d m in i s t r a to r  of th e  r e s p e c t iv e  c o lle g e  to th e  p a r e n t s  s e le c te d  f o r  

s tu d y  e n c o u ra g in g  th e i r  p a r t i c ip a t io n  (A p p en d ix  C). In c lu d e d  w ith  the  

l e t t e r  w as  a  q u e s t io n n a ir e  an d  a  co d ed , s ta m p e d , s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  

r e t u r n  e n v e lo p e  (A p p en d ix  D). T h e  in s t r u c t io n s  in  the  q u e s tio n n a ir e  

s ta te d  th e  in fo rm a t io n  th e  p a r e n t s  s u b m itte d  w ou ld  be t r e a t e d  c o n f i ­

d e n tia lly  an d  in d iv id u a l  r e s p o n s e s  w ou ld  n o t be r e v e a le d .  Of th e  300 

in  th e  s a m p le , 136 ( fo r ty - f iv e  p e rc e n t)  r e tu r n e d  th e  q u e s tio n n a ir e  

w ith in  tw o w e e k s  fo llo w in g  th e  f i r s t  m a i l in g .  T h e  c o d e d  r e t u r n  e n v e ­

lo p e  w as  u s e d  to  d e te r m in e  w h ich  p a r e n t s  in  the  s a m p le  r e tu r n e d  the  

q u e s t io n n a ir e .  Tw o w e e k s  fo llo w in g  th e  i n i t ia l  m a i l in g ,  a  fo llo w -u p
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l e t t e r ,  a lo n g  w ith  a  s ta m p e d , s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  p o s ta l  c a r d  (A p p en d ix  

E ), w as  m a i le d  to a l l  th o se  who h a d  n o t r e s p o n d e d  to  the  f i r s t  m a i l in g .  

T h e  fo llo w -u p  l e t t e r  r e s u l te d  in  73 ( tw e n ty - fo u r  p e rc e n t)  a d d it io n a l  

r e t u r n s .

E a c h  r e s p o n d e n t  to  th e  q u e s tio n n a ir e  h a d  b e e n  a s k e d  to  c h e ck  

th e  a p p ro p r ia te  c a te g o ry  f o r  e a c h  i te m  a c c o rd in g  to  th is  s c a le ;  A lm o s t  

a lw a y s  e x p e c t  th is  to b e  t r u e ,  O ften  e x p e c t  th is  to  b e  t r u e ,  U su a lly  

e x p e c t  th is  to  be t r u e ,  R a r e ly  e x p e c t  th is  to  be t r u e ,  o r  A lm o s t  n e v e r  

e x p e c t  th is  to  be  t r u e .  T h e  s c a le  i te m s  w e re  a s s ig n e d  r e s p e c t iv e  

n u m e r ic a l  w e ig h ts  of 5, 4 , 3, 2, o r  1. If t h e r e  w a s  no r e s p o n s e  to  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  i te m , z e ro  w a s  a s s ig n e d .  In  d a ta  a n a ly s i s  th o se  i te m s  

w h ich  d id  n o t r e c e iv e  a  r e s p o n s e  w e re  n o t in c lu d e d .

D a ta  A n a ly s is  P r o c e d u r e s  

T h e  p u rp o s e  of th is  s tu d y  w as  to  d e te r m in e  if  th e r e  w e re  d i f f e r ­

e n c e s  in  th e  e x p e c ta tio n s  of p a r e n t s  who h a d  f r e s h m a n  so n s  o r  

d a u g h te r s  e n ro l le d  in  one of f o u r  c o lle g e s  in  the  G ra n d  R a p id s ,

M ic h ig a n  a r e a .  P e r s o n a l  in fo r m a t io n  and  th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  c h o o s in g  

th e  c o lle g e  in  w h ich  th e  s tu d e n t  h a d  e n ro l le d  were a ls o  c o lle c te d .

D if fe r e n c e s  of P a r e n t a l  E x p e c ta t io n s

N u ll H y p o th e s is . In  C h a p te r  I (p a g e s  9 -10), f iv e  t h e o r e t i c a l  

h y p o th e s e s  w e re  s ta te d  f o r  t e s t  p u r p o s e s .  A ll  t h e o r e t i c a l  an d  n u ll  

h y p o th e s e s  h a v e  b e e n  s ta te d  in  s y m b o lic  f o rm .  W hen s ta te d  in
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s y m b o lic  f o rm  mM q " r e f e r s  to  th e  m e a n  s c a le  s c o re  of th e  s tro n g ly  

d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e , r e f e r s  to  the  m e a n  s c a le  s c o re  of the

m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e , "M g" r e f e r s  to  the  m e a n  s c a le  

s c o re  of the  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e  an d  " M ^ 11 r e f e r s  to  th e  m e a n  

s c a le  s c o re  of th e  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e .

In t h e o r e t ic a l  h y p o th e s is  n u m b e r  1 th e  s ta te m e n t  w as  m a d e  th a t  

p a re n ts  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a tte n d  a  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  o r  

m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  w il l  g iv e  h ig h e r  r a t in g s  to  the  i te m s  

th a t  m e a s u r e  r e l ig io u s  e x p e c ta tio n s  th an  th o se  p a re n ts  of f r e s h m a n  

s tu d e n ts  who a tte n d  a  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  o r  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e . T he 

h y p o th e s is  w as s ta te d  in  sy m b o lic  f o rm  a s  fo llo w s:

Hj : MD = MM >  Mg = Mc  

T h e o r e t ic a l  h y p o th e s is  n u m b e r  1 w as  s ta te d  in  the  fo llo w in g  n u ll  fo rm :

H 01 : M D = M M = M S = M C 

T h e  s ta te m e n t  w a s  m a d e  in  t h e o r e t i c a l  h y p o th e s is  n u m b e r  2 th a t  

p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  w ho a tte n d  a  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  

m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  o r  s ta te  s u p p o rte d  c o lle g e  w ill  g iv e  h ig h e r  

r a t in g s  to  th e  i te m s  th a t  m e a s u r e  i n te l le c tu a l  e x p e c ta tio n s  th an  th o se  

p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  a  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e . T h e  

h y p o th e s is  w as s ta te d  in  sy m b o lic  f o rm  a s  fo llo w s: 

h 2 : M d  = M m  = M S >  M C 

T h e o r e t ic a l  h y p o th e s is  n u m b e r  2 w as  s ta te d  in  the  fo llo w in g  n u ll  fo rm :

H 02 : M D = M M = M S = M C 

In  th e o r e t ic a l  h y p o th e s is  n u m b e r  3 th e  s ta te m e n t  w as m a d e  th a t
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p a r e n t s  o f f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a t te n d  a  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  

m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  o r  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e  w ill  g iv e  h ig h e r  

r a t in g s  to th e  i te m s  th a t  m e a s u r e  r e g u la t iv e  e x p e c ta tio n s  th an  th o se  

p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  a  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e .

T h e  h y p o th e s is  w a s  s ta te d  in  sy m b o lic  f o rm  a s  fo llo w s:

H 3 : M D = M M = M C >  M S 

T h e o r e t ic a l  h y p o th e s is  n u m b e r  3 w as  s ta te d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  n u l l  fo rm :

H 03 : M D = M M = M S = M C

T h e s ta te m e n t  w as m a d e  in  th e o r e t i c a l  h y p o th e s is  n u m b e r  4 th a t  

p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a t te n d  a  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  

m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  o r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e  w il l  g iv e  h ig h e r  

r a t in g s  to th e  i te m s  th a t  m e a s u r e  s o c ia l  e x p e c ta t io n s  th a n  th o s e  p a r e n t s  

of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  a  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e .  T h e  h y p o th e s is  

w as  s ta te d  in  sy m b o lic  f o rm  a s  fo llo w s:

H a : M = M . , = Ivt >  M 
4 d  M S C

T h e o r e t i c a l  h y p o th e s is  n u m b e r  4 w a s  s ta te d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  n u l l  f o rm :

H 04 : M D = M M = M S = M C

T h e s ta te m e n t  w a s  m a d e  in  th e o r e t i c a l  h y p o th e s is  n u m b e r  5 th a t

p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a t te n d  a  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  o r

m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  w il l  g iv e  h ig h e r  r a t in g s  to  th e  i te m s

th a t  m e a s u r e  s u p p o rt iv e  e x p e c ta tio n s  th a n  th o se  p a re n ts  of f r e s h m a n

s tu d e n ts  who a t te n d  a  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  o r  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e .  T h e

h y p o th e s is  w a s  s ta te d  in  sy m b o lic  f o rm  a s  fo llo w s:
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T h e o r e t ic a l  h y p o th e s is  n u m b e r  5 w a s  s ta te d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  n u ll  fo rm : 

H 05 : M d  = MM = MS = M C

S ta t i s t i c a l  t e s t s . T h e  s ig n if ic a n c e  of th e  d i f f e re n c e  b e tw e en  

m e a n s  w as c o m p a r e d  by u s in g  the  o n e -w a y  a n a ly s i s  of v a r i a n c e .  T h e  

S c h e ffe 'm e th o d  of p o s t- h o c  c o m p a r is o n s  (D ow nie & H eath ) w a s  u s e d  to 

c o m p a re  the m e a n  s c a le  s c o r e s  of th e  c o lle g e s  w h en  th e  a n a ly s i s  of 

v a r ia n c e  p ro d u c e d  a  s ig n if ic a n t  F - r a t i o .  To r e j e c t  th e  n u ll  h y p o th e s is  

a  l e v e l  of s ig n if ic a n c e  of p  . 05 w a s  u s e d . A c c o rd in g  to  K e r l in g e r  

(1965) m an y  r e s e a r c h e r s  p r e f e r  s ig n if ic a n c e  le v e l s  of a l l  r e s u l t s  to  

b e  r e p o r t e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  in  th is  s tu d y , th e  p r o b a b i l i ty  of o b s e rv in g  

d i f f e r e n c e s  by  c h a n ce  is  r e p o r t e d  a s  p le v e l s .

C h i s q u a re  a n a ly s i s  w as u s e d  to  t e s t  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  of th e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  of th e  p e r s o n a l  in fo rm a t io n  s u b m itte d  in  S e c tio n  A of the  

q u e s t io n n a ir e .  To c o n c lu d e  th a t  the  re s p o n d e n ts  f ro m  th e  f o u r  ty p e s  of 

c o lle g e s  d i f f e re d  s ig n if ic a n tly  in  t h e i r  a n s w e r s ,  a  l e v e l  of s ig n if ic a n c e  

of p  -<£. . 05 w a s  r e q u i r e d .

R e a s o n s  f o r  a tte n d in g  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c o lle g e

The r e a s o n s  p a r e n t s  l i s t e d  fo r  s e le c t in g  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c o lle g e  

w e re  g ro u p e d  in  c a te g o r ie s  w h ich  w e re  d e e m e d  a p p ro p r ia te  a n d  lo g ic a l  

b a s e d  on a  r e v ie w  of th e  r e s p o n s e s .  T h e s e  r e s p o n s e s  w e re  r e p o r t e d  

fo r  e a c h  c o lle g e .  No a t te m p t  w a s  m a d e  to  d e te r m in e  s t a t i s t i c a l
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s ig n if ic a n c e  a n d  th e  in fo rm a t io n  p r e s e n te d  w a s  u s e d  f o r  d e s c r ip t iv e  

p u r p o s e s  o n ly .

SUM M ARY

In  th is  c h a p te r  th e  m e th o d  u s e d  to  c o m p le te  th e  s tu d y , the  

d e v e lo p m e n t of th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e ,  th e  s e le c t io n  of p o p u la t io n  an d  

s a m p le ,  an d  d a ta  c o lle c tio n  an d  a n a ly s i s  p r o c e d u r e s  a r e  d e s c r ib e d .  

D a ta  r e l a te d  to  e a c h  of f iv e  e x p e c ta tio n s :  r e g u la t iv e ,  s u p p o rt iv e ,  

s o c ia l ,  in te l le c tu a l ,  an d  r e l ig io u s  w e re  c o lle c te d  th ro u g h  th e  u s e  of 

a  48 i te m  q u e s t io n n a ir e .  In  a d d it io n , th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  p r o v id e d  

p e r s o n a l  in fo r m a t io n  an d , in  a f r e e  r e s p o n s e  f o rm , th e  r e a s o n s  w hy 

a  s p e c i f ic  c o lle g e  w as s e le c te d .

A ra n d o m  s a m p le  of p a r e n t s  of s e v e n ty - f iv e  f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  

w as  c h o s e n  f ro m  e a c h  of th e  f o u r  c o lle g e s  s e le c te d  f o r  s tu d y . T h e  

q u e s t io n n a ir e  w as  c o m p le te d  an d  r e tu r n e d  by s e v e n ty  p e r c e n t  of th e  

s e le c te d  s a m p le .

C h i s q u a re  a n a ly s i s  (p < , . 05) w a s  u s e d  to  t e s t  the  s ig n if ic a n c e  

o f th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  of th e  p e r s o n a l  in fo r m a t io n  s u b m itte d  by  the  r e s ­

p o n d e n ts .  A c o m p a r is o n  o f th e  m e a n  s c a le  s c o r e s  fo r  e a c h  of the  

f iv e  ty p es  of e x p e c ta t io n s  w a s  m a d e  u s in g  the o n e -w a y  a n a ly s i s  of 

v a r ia n c e  (p ^  . 05). W hen the  u s e  of th e  o n e -w a y  a n a ly s i s  of v a r ia n c e  

p ro d u c e d  a  s ig n if ic a n t  F - r a t i o ,  th e  S ch e ffe1 m e th o d  (p ■< . 05) o f p o s t -  

ho c  c o m p a r is o n s  w a s  u s e d  to  c o m p a re  th e  m e a n  s c a le  s c o r e s  of th e  

c o lle g e s .
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C H A P T E R  IV

DATA P R E S E N T A T IO N  AND ANALYSIS 

In tro d u c tio n

T h e  c o m p ila t io n  of the  r e s p o n s e s  to  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  w e re  

p r e s e n te d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  m a n n e r :  1) p e r s o n a l  in fo rm a t io n  s u b m itte d

by th e  r e s p o n d e n ts ,  2) e a c h  n u ll  h y p o th e s is  w as s ta te d  fo llo w e d  by the  

r e s u l t s  of the  d a ta  a n a ly s i s ,  an d  3) the  r e a s o n s  l i s te d  a s  im p o r ta n t  in  

s e le c t in g  e a c h  of th e  fo u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s  w e re  g iv en . C h i s q u a re  

a n a ly s i s ,  th e  o n e -w a y  a n a ly s i s  of v a r ia n c e  m o d e l ,  an d  the  S c h e f f e 1 

m e th o d  w e re  u s e d  to  a n a ly z e  d a ta  o b ta in e d  by the p r o c e d u r e s  d e s ­

c r ib e d  in  C h a p te r  III.

P e r s o n a l  In fo rm a tio n  A bo u t the  R e s p o n d e n ts

T h e  in s t r u m e n t  d e v e lo p e d  f o r  th e  s tu d y  w as  d e s ig n e d  in  p a r t  to 

p ro v id e  p e r s o n a l  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t th e  r e s p o n d e n ts .  T h e  p e r s o n a l  in ­

fo rm a tio n  of th o se  who p a r t i c ip a te d  in  th e  s tu d y  w as ta b u la te d  a n d  is  

p r e s e n t e d  in  T a b le  4. 1. A lso  p r e s e n te d  is  the  r e s u l t  of the  c h i s q u a re  

a n a ly s i s .  T h e  f a i l u r e  to  re s p o n d  to  a  p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s tio n  w as e x c lu d e d  

f ro m  th e  d a ta  so a s  n o t to  in flu e n c e  th e  c h i s q u a re  c o m p u ta tio n s .

T h e  a n a ly s i s  of th e  p e r s o n a l  in fo rm a t io n  d a ta  sh o w ed  no s ig n i f i ­

c a n t  d i f f e re n c e s  a s  to  who r e s p o n d e d  to  the  q u e s t io n n a ir e .  T h e  r a t i o  

of m a le  an d  f e m a le  e n te r in g  f r e s h m e n  w a s  q u ite  s im i l a r  f o r  e a c h  ty p e  
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T A B L E  4. 1. - - P e r c e n ta g e s  of r e s p o n s e s  by  c o lle g e  ty p e  to  p e r s o n a l  in fo rm a t io n  i te m s  on  th e  P a r e n t a l  
Q u e s t io n n a ire  O n C o lle g e  E x p e c ta t io n s

P e r c e n ta g e s  of R e s p o n s e s  by  C o lle g e  T y p e C hi S q u a re

P e r s o n a l  In fo rm a t io n

S tro n g ly
D e n o m in a tio n a l

(N=60)

M o d e ra te ly
D e n o m in a tio n a l

(N = 6l)

4 - Y e a r  S ta te  
S u p p o r te d  

(N=39)

2 - Y e a r  C o m m u n ­
ity  S u p p o r te d  

(N=49)

A n a ly s is  
p < .  05 

R e je c t  N u ll 
H y p o th es is

T h e  in d iv id u a l  f i l l in g  o u t 
th e  q u e s tio n n a ir e  i s :  

F a th e r 4 1 . 7 24. 6 30. 8 28. 6
M o th e r 33. 3 49 . 0 41. 0 4 2 .9 No
B o th 23. 3 24. 6 28. 2 2 4 .5

S ex  o f y o u r  e n te r in g  
f r e s h m a n ?

M ale 4 6 . 7 49 . 0 48 . 7 53 . 0
F e m a le 53. 3 51. 0 51. 3 4 7 .0 No

W hen c o lle g e  i s  in  s e s s io n  
o u r  f r e s h m a n  so n  o r  
d a u g h te r  l iv e s :

A t h o m e 38. 3 36. 0 43 . 6 8 9 .8
In  c o lle g e  h o u s in g 61. 7 60. 7 4 6 .1 0 Y e s*
O th e r 0 1. 6 10. 3 1 0 .2

Do y o u  h a v e  o th e r  c h ild re n  
w ho h a v e  a t te n d e d  o r  a r e  
a tte n d in g  a  c o lle g e  o r  
u n iv e r s i ty ?

Y es 55. 0 6 0 .6 5 9 .0 65. 3
No 4 5 .0 39 .4 - 1 4 1 .0 3 4 .7 No
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T A B L E  4 . 1 C o n tin u e d

P e r c e n ta g e s  o f R e s p o n s e s  by C o lle g e  Type C h i S q u a re

P e r s o n a l  In fo rm a t io n

S tro n g ly
D e n o m in a tio n a l

(N=60)

M o d e ra te ly
D e n o m in a tio n a l

(N =6l)

4 - Y e a r  S ta te  
S u p p o r te d

(N=39)

2 - Y e a r  C o m m u n ­
ity  S u p p o rte d  

(N=49)

A n a ly s is  
P ^  .0 5  

R e je c t  N u ll 
H y p o th e s is

A r e  you  s a t i s f ie d  w ith  the  
c h o ic e  o f c o lle g e  y o u r  
f r e s h m a n  so n  o r  d a u g h te r  
i s  a tte n d in g ?

Y es 98. 3 91. 8 84. 6 9 3 .9
No 0 1. 6 0 0
S o m ew h a t 1 .7 3. 3 1 5 .4 6. 1 No

How m u ch  in flu e n c e  d id  
yo u  an d  y o u r  sp o u se  h a v e  
in  th e  s e le c t io n  of th e  
c o lle g e  y o u r  f r e s h m a n  
so n  o r  d a u g h te r  i s  
a tte n d in g  ?

N one 5. 0 13. 1 28. 2 16. 3
L i t t le 11. 7 26. 2 1 5 .4 1 2 .3
S om e 58. 3 41 . 0 43 . 6 4 4 . 9 No
G r e a t 16. 7 11. 5 5. 1 1 6 .3
V e ry  G r e a t 8. 3 8. 2 7. 7 10. 2 I
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T A B L E  4. 1 C o n tin u e d

P e r c e n ta g e s  of R e s p o n s e s  by C o lle g e  T y p e Chi S q u a re

P e r s o n a l  In fo rm a tio n

S tro n g ly
D en o m in a tio n a l

(N=60)

M o d e ra te ly
D e n o m in a tio n a l

(N=61)

4 -Y  e a r  S ta te  
S u p p o r te d

(N=39)

2 - Y e a r  C o m m u n ­
ity  S u p p o rte d  

(N=49)

A n a ly s is  
P < .  05 

R e je c t  N u ll 
H y p o th e s is

T h e  h ig h e s t  le v e l  of f o r ­
m a l  e d u c a tio n  of the  
f a th e r  is :

L e s s  th an  h ig h  sc h o o l 5 .0 8. 2 7 .7 14. 3
S o m e h ig h  sc h o o l 1 0 .0 5. 0 12. 8 10. 2
H igh  s c h o o l g ra d u a te 26. 7 21. 3 23 . 1 30. 6 Y es
S om e c o lle g e 13. 3 39. 3 33. 1 32. 7
C o lle g e  g ra d u a te 43 . 3 24. 6 23. 1 10. 2

T h e  h ig h e s t  le v e l  of f o r ­
m a l  e d u c a tio n  of the  
m o th e r  is :

L e s s  th a n  h ig h  sc h o o l 5 .0 1. 6 5. 1 2. 0
S om e h ig h  sc h o o l 1 0 .0 3. 3 5. 1 10. 2
H igh  s c h o o l g ra d u a te 36. 7 42 . 6 5 6 .4 5 3 .0 No
S om e c o lle g e 21. 7 37. 7 18. 0 2 8 .6
C o lle g e  g ra d u a te 25. 0 14. 7 1 5 .4 6. 1

T h e  f a th e r  a tte n d s  c h u rc h  
s e r v i c e s  r e g u la r ly

Y es 95. 0 78. 3 5 6 .4 5 5 .0
No 3. 3 21. 3 3 5 .9 4 1 .0 1 Y es
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T A B L E  4 . 1 C o n tin u e d

P e r c e n ta g e s  of R e s p o n s e s  by  C o lle g e  T y p e C h i S q u a re  
A n a ly s is  
P<T. 05 

R e je c t  N u ll 
H y p o th e s isP e r s o n a l  In fo rm a tio n

S tro n g ly
D e n o m in a tio n a l

(N=60)

M o d e ra te ly
D e n o m in a tio n a l

(N =6l)

4 - Y e a r  S ta te  
S u p p o r te d  

(N=39)

2 - Y e a r  C o m m u n ­
ity  S u p p o rte d  

(N=49)

T h e  m o th e r  a t te n d s  
c h u rc h  s e r v i c e s  
r e g u la r ly

Y es 1 0 0 .0 86. 9 66*. 7 6 3 .3
No 3. 3 1 1 .5 33. 3 34. 7 Y es* *

P r e s e n t  m a r i t a l  s ta tu s :
M a r r ie d 9 6 .7 88. 5 89. 7 9 3 .9
S e p a ra te d 0 1. 6 2 .6 0 No
D iv o rc e d 1. 7 4 .9 5. 1 0
S p o u se  d e c e a s e d 1. 7 4 .9 2. 6 6. 1

* In  d a ta  a n a ly s is  th e  " in  c o lle g e  h o u s in g "  a n d  " o th e r "  r e s p o n s e s  w e re  a d d e d  to g e th e r  an d  c o n s id e r e d  
a s  one c a te g o ry .

* *In  d a ta  a n a ly s i s  th e  " s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l"  a n d  " m o d e ra te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l"  c o lu m n s  w e re  a d d e d  
to g e th e r  a n d  c o n s id e r e d  a s  one c a te g o ry .

w
vO



4 0

of c o lle g e .

A d i f f e re n c e  w as  found  (p < !,. 05) w hen  th e  d a ta  r e l a te d  to  liv in g  

a r r a n g e m e n t s  w e re  a n a ly z e d . A t the  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  an d  m o d e r ­

a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e s ,  the  m a jo r i ty  of th e  s tu d e n ts  l iv e d  in  

c o lle g e  h o u s in g . T he m a jo r i ty  of th e  s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  tw o - y e a r  c o m ­

m u n ity  s u p p o rte d  c o lle g e  l iv e d  a t  h o m e  an d  a lm o s t  h a lf  of the  f r e s h m e n  

a t  the  f o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o rte d  c o lle g e  l iv e d  in  c o lle g e  h o u s in g .

A t l e a s t  f i f ty - f iv e  p e rc e n t  of the  r e s p o n d e n ts  f o r  e a c h  c o lle g e  h a d  

o th e r  c h ild r e n  who a tte n d e d  o r  w e re  a tte n d in g  a  c o lle g e  o r  u n iv e r s i ty .  

M o s t  p a re n ts  r e p o r t e d  th ey  w e re  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  c h o ic e  of c o lle g e  

th e i r  f r e s h m a n  son  o r  d a u g h te r  w a s  a tte n d in g . P a r e n t s  a ls o  in d ic a te d  

th ey  w e re  in f lu e n tia l  in  th e  d e c is io n  o f t h e i r  f r e s h m a n  so n  o r  d a u g h te r  

to s e le c t  a  s p e c i f ic  c o lle g e . R e p o r tin g  e i t h e r  so m e , g r e a t ,  o r  v e ry  

g r e a t  in flu e n c e  w e r e  e ig h ty - th r e e  a n d  t h r e e - t e n th s  p e r c e n t  of p a re n ts  

of f r e s h m e n  in  th e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e ;  s ix ty  an d  s e v e n -  

te n th s  p e r c e n t  of p a re n ts  of f r e s h m e n  in  th e  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a ­

t io n a l  c o lle g e ;  f i f ty - s ix  an d  f o u r - te n th s  p e r c e n t  of p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m e n  

in  th e  f o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e  and  s e v e n ty -o n e  an d  f o u r -  

te n th s  p e r c e n t  of p a re n ts  of f r e s h m e n  in  th e  tw o - y e a r  c o m m u n ity  

s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e .

A d if f e re n c e  of p <£. 05 w a s  fo u n d  w hen r e s p o n s e s  r e l a te d  to  the  

e d u c a t io n a l  le v e l  of f a th e r s  w e r e  c o m p a re d .  T h e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a ­

t io n a l  c o lle g e  h a d  th e  h ig h e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  of f a th e r s  w ho w e re  c o lle g e
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g r a d u a te s  an d  th e  tw o - y e a r  c o m m u n ity  s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e  th e  lo w e s t.

No s ig n if ic a n t  d if f e re n c e  w as found  in  the  e d u c a tio n a l  l e v e l  of m o th e r s .

T h e  r e s p o n s e s  r e l a te d  to  r e g u la r  c h u rc h  a t te n d a n c e  w e re  s ig n i ­

f ic a n tly  d i f f e re n t  a t th e  . 05 le v e l .  T h e  h ig h e s t  f re q u e n c y  of r e g u la r  

c h u rc h  a t te n d a n c e  w a s  r e p o r t e d  by f a th e r s  and  m o th e r s  of f r e s h m e n  

in  th e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e . T h e  f a th e r s  an d  m o th e r s  of 

f r e s h m e n  in  th e  tw o - y e a r  c o m m u n ity  su p p o r te d  c o lle g e  r e p o r t e d  the  

lo w e s t  f re q u e n c y  of r e g u la r  c h u rc h  a t te n d a n c e .  T h e  f re q u e n c y  of r e s ­

p o n s e  sh o w ed  no s ig n if ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  m a r i t a l  s ta tu s  of p a r e n t s .

C o m p a r is o n  of S c a le  S c o r e s  f o r  the  F o u r  
T y p e s  of C o lle g e s

In  th is  s e c t io n  of th e  c h a p te r  e a c h  s ta te m e n t  of th e  n u ll 

h y p o th e s is  is  p r e s e n t e d .  T he s t a t i s t i c a l  f in d in g s  w e re  p la c e d  in  ta b le  

f o rm .  S ta t i s t i c a l ly  s ig n if ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  (p < .  05) a r e  in d ic a te d  by 

a n  a s t e r i s k .  E a c h  n u ll  h y p o th e s is  an d  ta b le  is  fo llo w e d  by a  d i s c u s ­

s io n  of th e  f in d in g s . T o  a n a ly z e  th e  d a ta  f o r  th e  fo u r  ty p e s  of 

c o lle g e s ,  m e a n  s c o r e s  f o r  e a c h  c o lle g e  w e re  c o m p u te d  fo r  the  f iv e  

s c a le s :  r e l ig io u s ,  i n te l le c tu a l ,  r e g u la t iv e ,  s u p p o rt iv e ,  an d  s o c ia l .

T h e  P a r e n t a l  Q u e s t io n n a i re  on  C o lle g e  E x p e c ta t io n s  c o n ta in e d  a  to ta l  

of f o r ty - e ig h t  i te m s  w hich  m e a s u r e d  the  f iv e  s c a l e s .  E a c h  s c a le  c o n ­

ta in e d  a t  l e a s t  n in e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  i te m s .

F o r  a l l  r e s u l t s  w ith  a  s ig n if ic a n t  F - r a t i o  th e  S c h e ffe ' m e th o d , 

a ls o  c a l le d  th e  S -m e th o d , of p o s t- h o c  c o m p a r is o n s  w ith  p ^ . 05 w as
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u s e d  to  c o m p a re  the  m e a n  s c a le  s c o r e s  of th e  fo u r  c o lle g e s .  In a l l  of 

th e  S c h e f f e 1 t a b le s  th a t  fo llo w , "D " r e f e r s  to  th e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a ­

t io n a l  c o lle g e ,  "M " r e f e r s  to  th e  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e , 

"S " r e f e r s  to  th e  f o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e , an d  "C "  r e f e r s  

to  th e  tw o - y e a r  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e . T he S c h e ffe ' ta b le s  th a t  fo llo w  

show  th e  S -m e th o d  of p o s t - h o c  c o m p a r is o n s  w e re  m ad e  b e tw e en  

c o lle g e  ty p e s  D an d  M , D a n d  S, D an d  C , M an d  S, M an d  C, an d  

S an d  C . T o  r e a c h  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  th e  m e a n  s c a le  s c o r e  of one 

c o lle g e  d i f f e re d  s ig n if ic a n tly  f ro m  the m e a n  s c a le  s c o r e  of a n o th e r  

co lle g e  a t  the  . 05 le v e l ,  th e  c o m p u te d  r a t i o  f ro m  u s in g  th e  S c h e ffe ' 

t e s t  h ad  to  e q u a l o r  e x c e e d  7. 8 6 .

A n a ly s is  of d a ta  f o r  the  r e l ig io u s  s c a le

HOj! No d i f f e r e n c e s  e x is t  b e tw e e n  m e a n  s c o r e s  on i te m s  
th a t  m e a s u r e  th e  r e l ig io u s  e x p e c ta t io n s  o f p a r e n t s  o f f r e s h m a n  
s tu d e n ts  w ho a tte n d  a  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  m o d e r a te ly  
d e n o m in a tio n a l,  f o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  o r  tw o - y e a r  
c o m m u n ity  s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e .

T h e  r e s u l t s  of th e  o n e -w a y  a n a ly s i s  of v a r ia n c e  p r e s e n te d  in  

T a b le  4 . 2 sh o w ed  th a t  a  s ig n if ic a n t  d if f e re n c e  (p ^  . 001) e x is t s  

b e tw e e n  th e  m e a n  s c o r e s  of the  i te m s  th a t  m e a s u r e  th e  r e l ig io u s  s c a le .  

S in c e  s ig n if ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  w e re  d e m o n s t r a te d  by th e  d a ta , th e  n u ll  

h y p o th e s is  w as  r e j e c te d .  T h e  m e a n  s c o r e s  of th e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a ­

t io n a l  a n d  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e s  a r e  h ig h e r  th an  the  

m e a n  s c o r e s  of th e  f o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  an d  tw o - y e a r  c o m m u n ity  

su p p o r te d  c o lle g e s .  T h e  h ig h e s t  p o s s ib le  m e a n  s c o re  f o r  the  r e l ig io u s

R eprodu ced  with perm ission  of th e copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



4 3

s c a le  w a s  50. A m e a n  of 50 w ould  r e s u l t  if  a l l  r e s p o n d e n ts  f o r  a  

s im i l a r  ty p e  o f c o lle g e  c h e c k e d  th e  c a te g o r y  " A lm o s t  A lw a y s  e x p e c t  

th is  to  b e  t r u e "  f o r  a l l  te n  s ta te m e n ts  r e l a te d  to  th e  r e l ig io u s  s c a le .

T A B L E  4. 2 . - -N u m b e r  of r e s p o n d e n ts ,  m e a n  s c o r e s ,  s ta n d a r d  d e v ia ­
t io n s ,  s ta n d a r d  e r r o r  of th e  m e a n s ,  a n d  s u m m a ry  o f th e  o n e -w a y
a n a ly s i s  of v a r ia n c e  of th e r e l ig io u s s c a le f o r  the f o u r  ty p e s of c o lle g e s

T y p e  of C o lle g e N M SD SEM

1. S tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l 60 39. 14 5. 70 . 74

2. M o d e ra te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l 61 35. 60 7. 75 1. 00

3. F o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o rte d 39 25. 07 8 .4 4 1 .3 7

4. T w o -y e a r  c o m m u n ity  s u p p o r te d 49 22 . 81 6 . 65 .9 6

F  A nalyss is

S o u rc e  SS D F MS F P

B e tw e e n  9839. 39 3 3280, 65. 00 < .  001*

W ith in  10343. 29 205 50,.4 6

T h e  r e s u l t s  of S -m e th o d  c o m p a r is o n s  (T a b le  4 .3 )  r e v e a le d  

d i f f e re n c e s  l a r g e  e n o u g h  to  r e j e c t  th e  n u ll  h y p o th e s is  a t  th e  . 05 le v e l  

b e tw e e n  the  m e a n  s c o r e s  of c o lle g e  ty p e s  D an d  S, D an d  C , M an d  S, 

a n d  M a n d  C . T h e  n u ll  h y p o th e s is  a t  th e  . 05 le v e l  w as n o t r e j e c te d  

w h en  c o m p a r in g  m e a n  s c o r e s  o f c o lle g e  ty p e s  D an d  M and S an d  C .
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T A B L E  4. 3. - - S c h e f f e 1 t e s t  of p o s t- h o c  c o m p a r is o n s  of m e a n  s c o r e s  
f o r  th e ' r e l ig io u s  s c a le  b e tw e e n  fo u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s

T y p e  of C o lle g e D M S C

D . 00

M 7. 51 . 00

S 92 . 50* 52. 30* . 00

C 142. 60* 8 8 .0 8 * 2 . 20 . 00

A n a ly s is  o f d a ta  f o r  the  i n te l le c tu a l  s c a le

H 02 : No d i f f e r e n c e s  e x is t  b e tw e en  m e a n  s c o r e s  on i te m s  
th a t  m e a s u r e  th e  i n te l le c tu a l  e x p e c ta tio n s  of p a r e n t s  of 
f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a tte n d  a  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  
m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  f o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  o r  
tw o - y e a r  c o m m u n ity  s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e .

T h e  r e s u l t s  of th e  o n e -w a y  a n a ly s i s  of v a r ia n c e ,  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  

T a b le  4 .4 ,  r e v e a le d  d i f f e r e n c e s  l a r g e  e n o u g h  to  r e j e c t  the  n u ll  

h y p o th e s is  (p ^ . 05). T h e  m e a n  s c o re  of th e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  

c o lle g e  w as  th e  h ig h e s t  a t  41 . 33 an d  th e  tw o - y e a r  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e  

w a s  th e  lo w e s t  w ith  a  m e a n  s c o r e  of 36. 55. On th e  in te l le c tu a l  s c a le  

50 w a s  the  h ig h e s t  p o s s ib le  m e a n  s c o re .

T h e  r e s u l t s  of th e  S c h e ffe ' m e th o d  r e v e a le d  d i f f e re n c e s  l a r g e  

en o u g h  to  r e j e c t  th e  n u ll  h y p o th e s is  a t  th e  . 05 le v e l  w hen c o m p a r in g  

m e a n  s c o r e s  b e tw e e n  c o lle g e  ty p e s  D an d  C (T a b le  4 .5 ) .  D if fe re n c e s  

l a r g e  e n o u g h  to  r e j e c t  th e  n u ll  h y p o th e s is  a t  th e  . 05 le v e l  d id  n o t 

o c c u r  w h en  c o m p a r in g  m e a n  s c o r e s  o f c o lle g e  ty p e s  D and  M , D an d  S, 

M an d  S, M a n d  C, an d  S and  C .
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T A B L E  4. 4 .--N u m b e r  of r e s p o n d e n ts ,  m e a n  s c o r e s ,  s ta n d a r d  d e v ia ­
tio n s ,  s ta n d a r d  e r r o r  of th e  m e a n s ,  an d  s u m m a ry  o f th e  o n e -w a y  
a n a ly s i s  of v a r ia n c e  of th e  i n te l le c tu a l  s c a le  f o r  th e  f o u r  ty p e s  of 

c o lle g e s

T y p e  o f C o lle g e N M SD SEM

1. S tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l 60 41. 33 4 . 60 . 60

2. M o d e ra te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l 61 3 8 .4 5 6 . 29 . 81

3. F o u r - y e a r  s ta te  su p p o rte d 39 38. 13 5. 61 . 91

4. T w o -y e a r  c o m m u n ity  su p p o rte d 49 3 6 .5 5 6 . 23 . 90

F  A n a ly s is

S o u rc e  SS D F MS F P

B e tw e e n  656. 65 3 218. 9 6 . 71 . 001*

W ith in  6 6 8 5 .4 4  205 32. 61

T A B L E  4 .5 .- -S c h e f fe ' t e s t  of p o s t-h o c  c o m p a r is o n s  of m e a n  s c o r e s  f o r  
th e  in te l le c tu a l  s c a le  b e tw e e n  f o u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s

T y p e  of C o lle g e D M S C

D . 00

M 7. 67 . 00

S 7. 42 . 07 . 00

C 18. 88 * 3. 01 1 .6 6 . 00
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A n a ly s is  of d a ta  f o r  th e  r e g u la t iv e  s c a le

H 0 3 : No d i f f e re n c e s  e x is t  b e tv /e e n  m e a n  s c o r e s  on i te m s  
th a t  m e a s u r e  th e  r e g u la t iv e  e x p e c ta tio n s  of p a r e n t s  of 
f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a t te n d  a  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  
m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  f o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  o r  
tw o - y e a r  c o m m u n ity  su p p o rte d  c o lle g e .

D if fe re n c e s  l a r g e  en ough  to  r e j e c t  the  n u ll  h y p o th e s is  (p< £ . 002) 

w e re  found w hen  the  o n e -w a y  a n a ly s i s  of v a r ia n c e  w a s  a p p lie d  to  th e  

m e a n  s c o r e s  of th e  r e g u la t iv e  s c a le  (T a b le  4. 6 ). T h e  m e a n  s c o r e s  

of th e  f o u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s  f o r  the  r e g u la t iv e  s c a le  w e re  34. 23 f o r  

th e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  33. 00 f o r  th e  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  

31. 27 f o r  th e  f o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o rte d  an d  29 . 33 f o r  th e  tw o - y e a r  

co m m u n ity  s u p p o r te d . P o te n tia l ly ,  th e  m e a n  s c o re  on th e  r e g u la t iv e  

s c a le  co u ld  h a v e  r e a c h e d  50.

T A B L E  4. 6 . - - N u m b e r  of r e s p o n d e n ts ,  m e a n  s c o r e s ,  s ta n d a r d  d e v ia ­
t io n s ,  s ta n d a r d  e r r o r  of th e  m e a n s ,  an d  s u m m a ry  of th e  o n e -w a y  
a n a ly s i s  of v a r ia n c e  of th e  r e g u la t iv e  s c a le  f o r  th e  f o u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s

T y p e  of C o lle g e N M SD SEM

1. S tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l 60 34. 23 5. 15 . 6 6

2. M o d e ra te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l 61 33. 00 5. 90 . 76

3. F o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d 39 31. 27 7. 17 1 . 16

4. T w o -y e a r  c o m m u n ity  s u p p o rte d 49 29. 88 6 . 70 . 97

F  A n a ly s is

S o u rc e  SS D F MS F ' P

B e tw e e n  580. 83 3 193. 6 5. 12 < .  00 2*

W ith in  7760. 27 205 37. 85
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T h e  f in d in g s  of p o s t - h o c  c o m p a r is o n s ,  i l l u s t r a te d  in  T a b le  4. 7, 

sh o w ed  d i f f e r e n c e s  l a r g e  enough  to  r e j e c t  th e  n u ll  h y p o th e s is  a t  th e  

. 05 le v e l  w h en  th e  m e a n  s c o r e s  of c o lle g e  ty p e s  D a n d  C w e re  c o m p a re d .  

T h e  n u ll  h y p o th e s is  a t  the  . 05 le v e l  w as n o t r e j e c te d  w hen c o m p a r in g  

m e a n  s c o r e s  of c o lle g e  ty p e s  D an d  M , D an d  S, M a n d  S, M and  C, 

a n d  S an d  C .

T A B L E  4. 7. - -S c h e f fe ' t e s t  o f p o s t- h o c  c o m p a r is o n s  of m e a n  s c o r e s
f o r  th e  r e g u la t iv e s c a le  b e tw e e n  f o u r  ty p e s of c o lle g e s

T y p e  of C o lle g e D M S C

D . 0 0

M 1 .2 1 . 00

S 5 .4 8 1 .8 8  . 0 0

C 13. 51* 7 .0 0  1 .1 1 . 00

A n a ly s is  of d a ta  f o r  th e  s o c ia l  s c a le

H o^: No d i f f e r e n c e s  e x is t  b e tw e e n  m e a n  s c o r e s  on i te m s  
th a t  m e a s u r e  the  s o c ia l  e x p e c ta t io n s  of p a r e n t s  o f f r e s h m a n  
s tu d e n ts  who a t te n d  a  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  m o d e r a te ly  
d e n o m in a tio n a l,  f o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  o r  tw o - y e a r  
c o m m u n ity  s u p p o r te d  co lleg e .

T h e  r e s u l t s  of th e  o n e -w a y  a n a ly s i s  of v a r ia n c e ,  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  

T a b le  4 . 8 , r e v e a le d  d i f f e r e n c e s  l a r g e  en o u g h  to  r e j e c t  the  n u ll 

h y p o th e s is  (p <£. 001). T h e  m e a n  s c o r e s  w e re  27. 73 f o r  th e  tw o - y e a r  

c o m m u n ity  s u p p o rte d  c o lle g e ,  30. 59 fo r  the  f o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d
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c o lle g e , 3 1 .3 9  f o r  th e  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e , an d  3 2 .8 6  

f o r  th e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e .  T h e  h ig h e s t  p o s s ib le  m e a n  

s c o re  on th e  s o c ia l  s c a le  w a s  45 .

T A B L E  4. 8 . - -N u m b e r  of r e s p o n d e n ts ,  m e a n  s c o r e s ,  s ta n d a r d  d e v ia ­
t io n s ,  s ta n d a r d  e r r o r  of th e  m e a n s ,  an d  s u m m a ry  o f th e  o n e -w a y  
a n a ly s i s  of v a r ia n c e  of th e  s o c ia l  s c a le  f o r  the  f o u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s

T ype  of C o lle g e N M SD SEM

1. S tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l 60 3 2 .8 6 3. 71 .4 8

2 . M o d e ra te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l 61 31. 39 4 .4 8 . 58

3. F o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d 39 3 0 .5 9 4. 56 . 74

4., T w o -y e a r  c o m m u n ity  s u p p o rte d 49 27. 73 5. 38 . 78

F  A n a ly s is

S o u rc e  SS D F MS F P

B e tw e e n  738. 61 3 246. 2 12 . 02 < . 001*

W ith in  4 1 9 8 .0 8  205 2 0 .4 8

T h e  r e s u l t s  o f th e  S c h e ffe ' m e th o d  r e v e a le d  d i f f e re n c e s  l a r g e  

en o u g h  to  r e j e c t  the  n u ll  h y p o th e s is  a t  th e  . 05 le v e l  w h en  c o m p a r in g  

m e a n  s c o r e s  of c o lle g e  ty p e s  D an d  C , M a n d  C, an d  S and  C . D i f fe r ­

e n c e s  l a r g e  en ough  to  r e j e c t  the  n u ll  h y p o th e s is  a t  th e  . 05 le v e l  w hen 

c o m p a r in g  m e a n  s c o r e s  o f c o lle g e  ty p e s  D an d  M , D and  S, an d  M an d  

S w e r e  n o t found  (T a b le  4 . 9).
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T A B L E  4. 9. - - S c h e f f e 1 t e s t  of p o s t- h o c  c o m p a r is o n s  of m e a n  s c o r e s  
f o r  the  s o c ia l  s c a le  b e tw e en  f o u r  ty p e s  o f c o lle g e s

T y p e  of c o lle g e D M S C

D . 00

M 3. 19 . 00

S 5. 92 . 74 . 00

C 34. 63* 17. 77* 8 . 70* . 00

A n a ly s is  of d a ta  f o r  th e  s u p p o rt iv e  s c a le

Hog: No d i f f e r e n c e s  e x is t  b e tw e e n  m e a n  s c o r e s  of i te m s  
th a t  m e a s u r e  the  s u p p o rt iv e  e x p e c ta tio n s  of p a r e n t s  of 
f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a tte n d  a s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  
m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  f o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  o r  
tw o - y e a r  c o m m u n ity  s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e .

S c o r e s  of the  f o u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s  f o r  the  s u p p o rt iv e  s c a le  w e re  

c o m p a re d  u s in g  the  o n e -w a y  a n a ly s i s  of v a r ia n c e .  A n  F - r a t i o  of 

7. 88 (T a b le  4 . 10)w as o b ta in e d  w h ich  w as la r g e  en o u g h  to r e j e c t  the  

n u ll  h y p o th e s is  a t  p <  . 001. T he m e a n  s c o r e s  w e re  34. 01 f o r  th e  

m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e ,  32. 98 f o r  the  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a ­

t io n a l  c o lle g e ,  3 1 .9 7  f o r  th e  f o u r - y e a r  s ta te  su p p o rte d  c o lle g e , an d  

2 8 .5 6  f o r  th e  tw o - y e a r  c o m m u n ity  s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e . T he h ig h e s t  

p o s s ib le  m e a n  s c o r e  f o r  the  s u p p o rt iv e  s c a le  w as 45.

T h e  f in d in g s  of p o s t- h o c  c o m p a r is o n s ,  i l l u s t r a te d  in  T a b le  4. 11, 

sh o w ed  d i f f e re n c e s  l a r g e  en ough  to  r e j e c t  th e  n u ll  h y p o th e s is  a t  the  

. 05 le v e l  w h en  th e  m e a n  s c o r e s  of c o lle g e  ty p e s  D a n d  C an d  M and
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C w e re  c o m p a re d .  T h e  n u ll  h y p o th e s is  a t  th e  . 05 le v e l  w as  n o t 

r e j e c te d  w h en  c o m p a r in g  m e a n  s c o r e s  of c o lle g e  ty p e s  D an d  M , D 

a n d  S , M an d  S, and  S and  C.

T A B L E  4. 10. - -N u m b e r  of r e s p o n d e n ts ,  m e a n  s c o r e s ,  s ta n d a r d  d e v ia ­
tio n s ,  s ta n d a r d  e r r o r  of th e  m e a n s ,  an d  s u m m a ry  of th e  o n e -w a y  
a n a ly s i s  of v a r ia n c e  of th e  s u p p o rt iv e  s c a le  f o r  th e  f o u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s

T y p e  of C o lle g e N M SD SEM

1. S tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l 60 32. 98 5. 87 . 76

2. M o d e ra te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l 61 34. 01 5. 84 . 75

3. F o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d 39 31. 97 5. 26 . 85

4. T w o -y e a r  c o m m u n ity  s u p p o r te d 49 28. 56 7. 26 1. 05

F  A n a ly s is

S o u rc e  SS D F MS F P

B e tw e e n  883, 09 3 294. 4 7. 88 < . 001*

W ith in  7 6 6 0 .4 1  205 37. 37

T A B L E  4. 11. - -S cheffe*  t e s t  of p o s t-h o c  c o m p a r is o n s  of m e a n  s c o r e s  
f o r  the  s u p p o r t iv e  s c a le  b e tw e e n  f o u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s

T y p e  of C o lle g e D M S C

D . 0 0

M .8 5 . 00

S . 65 2. 65 . 00

C 1 4 .0 6 * 21. 52* 6 . 76 . 00
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R e a s o n s  f o r  A tten d in g  T h is  C o lle g e  

T h e  r e s p o n d e n ts  to  th e  q u e s tio n n a ir e  w e re  a s k e d  to  l i s t  in  o r d e r  

of s ig n if ic a n c e  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  r e a s o n s  fo r  s e le c t in g  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

c o lle g e . T h e  in s t r u m e n t  w a s  d e s ig n e d  to  a llo w  p a r e n t s  to l i s t  up  to  

f iv e  r e a s o n s .  A few  p a r e n t s  d id  n o t r e p o r t  an y  r e a s o n s  w h ile  the  

m a jo r i ty  l i s t e d  f ro m  one  to  f iv e .

T a b le  4 . 12 i l l u s t r a t e s  the  r e a s o n s  l i s te d  a s  im p o r ta n t  f o r  a t t e n d ­

in g  f o u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s .  O nly  s im i l a r  r e a s o n s  l i s te d  by a t  l e a s t  f iv e  

p e r c e n t  o f the  r e s p o n d e n ts  f ro m  th e  s a m e  ty p e  of c o lle g e  w e re  

p r e s e n te d .  T h e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  r e a s o n  r e p o r t e d  by a re s p o n d e n t  w as 

a s s ig n e d  a  s c o re  of f iv e , the  se co n d  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  fo u r ,  the  th i r d  

m o s t  im p o r ta n t  th r e e ,  the  f o u r th  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  tw o, an d  the  f if th  

m o s t  im p o r ta n t  o n e . T h e  s c o r e s  w e re  t a l l ie d  an d  d iv id e d  by the n u m b e r  

of r e s p o n d e n ts  who h a d  in d ic a te d  a  s im i l a r  r e a s o n  f o r  s e le c t in g  a  

s p e c i f ic  c o lle g e . T h e  a v e ra g e  s c o re  o b ta in e d  w as  e n ti t le d  " s tr e n g th  

of im p o r ta n c e .  "

M o s t  r e s p o n s e s  w e re  u n d e rs ta n d a b le  en o u g h  to  be p la c e d  in  

c le a r ly  d e fin e d  c a te g o r ie s ,  a lth o u g h  s o m e t im e s  a  r e a s o n  w a s  r e p o r t e d  

w ith o u t s u ff ic ie n t  c la r i t y .  T h e  r e s p o n s e  " lo c a t io n "  w as th e  b e s t  e x a m p le  

of a  r e s p o n s e  w h ich  la c k e d  c la r i t y .  T he d e te r m in a tio n  of the  in te n t  of 

th e  r e s p o n s e  " lo c a t io n "  c o u ld  n o t b e  s p e c i f ic a l ly  c a te g o r iz e d  a s  i t  

co u ld  im p ly  th e  c o lle g e  w a s  e i t h e r  aw ay  f ro m  h o m e  o r  c lo s e  to  h o m e . 

T h e r e f o r e  th e  r e s p o n s e " lo c a t io n "  w ith o u t a n  e x p la n a tio n  w as p la c e d  in
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T A B L E  4 . 12. -  - P e r c e n t  of th e  re s p o n d e n ts  r e p o r t in g  a n d  s tr e n g th  of im p o r ta n c e  f o r  r e a s o n s  l i s te d  a s  
im p o r ta n t  f o r  a tte n d in g  f o u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s

T y p e s  of C o lle g e s

S tro n g ly
D e n o m in a tio n a l

N=60

M o d e ra te ly
D e n o m in a tio n a l

N=6 l

F o u r - Y e a r  
S ta te  S u p p o rte d  

N=39

T w o -Y e a r  C o m ­
m u n ity  S u p p o r te d  

N=49
R e a s o n s  l i s te d  a s  

im p o r ta n t  
f o r  a tte n d in g

p e rc e n t
r e p o r t in g

s t r e n g th  
of i m ­

p o r ta n c e
p e rc e n t
r e p o r t in g

s tr e n g th  
of i m ­

p o r ta n c e
p e r c e n t
r e p o r t in g

s tr e n g th  
of im ­

p o r ta n c e
p e rc e n t
r e p o r t in g

s tr e n g th  
of i m ­

p o r ta n c e

R e lig io u s  a f f i l ia t io n 87 4. 7 48 4 . 1

R e p u ta tio n 68 3. 5 41 4. 1 23 3 .9 61 3. 8

F a c u lty 8 3 .6

C u r r ic u lu m 7 4. 0 23 4 . 7 8 4 . 3

C r e d i t s  t r a n s f e r 8 3 .8

F r ie n d s 30 3. 5 10 3. 2 15 3. 3 12 4 .5

P a r e n t s  a tte n d e d 17 3. 2

L ik e  p e o p le  a tte n d 13 3. 0

B r o th e r  o r  s i s t e r 11 4 . 0 5 4 . 0 10 3 .8

in
tSJ
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T y p e s  of C o lle g e s

S tro n g ly
D e n o m in a tio n a l

N=60

M o d e ra te ly
D e n o m in a tio n a l

N =6 l

F o u r - Y e a r  
S ta te  S u p p o r te d  

N=39

T w o -Y e a r  C o m ­
m u n ity  S u p p o r te d  

N=49
R e a s o n s  l i s te d  a s  

im p o r ta n t  
f o r  a tte n d in g

p e rc e n t
r e p o r t in g

s tr e n g th  
of i m ­

p o r ta n c e
p e r c e n t
r e p o r t in g

s tr e n g th  
of i m ­

p o r ta n c e
p e rc e n t
r e p o r t in g

s tr e n g th  
of i m ­

p o r ta n c e
p e rc e n t
r e p o r t in g

s tr e n g th  
of i m ­

p o r ta n c e

H igh  sc h o o l 
c o u n s e lo r 7 5 . 0

A lu m n i c o n ta c t 5 4 . 3

P r o p e r  s iz e 20 2 .4 62 3. 8 49 3. 6 8 3. 8

N e a r  h o m e 30 3. 2 30 3 .4 41 4. 2 59 3. 8

L o c a tio n 10 3. 2 28 3. 3 23 3 .4 30 3 .8

C o lle g e  h o u s in g 7 2. 5

F r ie n d ly  a tm o s p h e re 5 3. 3 5 2 .5

F in a n c ia l  a id 7 3. 3 13 3 .4

Low  c o s t 10 2 .5 7 1 2 . 8 44 3. 1 76 4 . 0

cn
w
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a  s e p a r a te  c a te g o ry .

T h e  m o s t  f re q u e n tly  m e n tio n e d  r e a s o n  f o r  a tte n d in g  a  s tro n g ly  

d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  w as  r e l a te d  to  r e l ig io u s  a f f i l ia t io n .  T h is  

r e a s o n  w as m e n tio n e d  by e ig h ty - s e v e n  p e r c e n t  of th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  o f 

th e  s tr o n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e . T h e  " s t r e n g th  of im p o r ta n c e "  

s c o r e  w as  4. 7, w h ich  in d ic a te d  m o s t  p a r e n t s  l i s t e d  r e l ig io u s  a f f i l i a ­

t io n  a s  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  r e a s o n  f o r  s e le c t in g  th e  c o lle g e .  T h e  

h ig h e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  of r e s p o n s e  f o r  th e  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  an d  

th e  f o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e  w as  " p r o p e r  s iz e .  " T h e  m o s t  

f r e q u e n tly  m e n tio n e d  r e a s o n  f o r  a t te n d in g  th e  tw o - y e a r  c o m m u n ity  

s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e  w as  " low  c o s t .  "

SUM M ARY

T h e  d a ta  a n d  a n a ly s i s  w e re  p r e s e n te d  in  th is  c h a p te r .  T h e  

r e s u l t s  w e re  c o n s id e r e d  in  th r e e  d i f f e r e n t  c a te g o r ie s ;  th e  p e r s o n a l  

in fo r m a t io n  s u b m itte d  by the  r e s p o n d e n ts ,  th e  c o m p a r is o n  of s c a le  

s c o r e s ,  an d  r e a s o n s  g iv en  a s  im p o r ta n t  fo r  a tte n d in g  a  s p e c i f ic  

c o lle g e .

T h e  f i r s t  c a te g o r y  c o n s id e r e d  th e  p e r s o n a l  in fo rm a t io n  of th e  

r e s p o n d e n ts .  T h e re  w e re  m a n y  s im i l a r i t i e s  a m o n g  th e  re s p o n d e n ts  

of th e  fo u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s .  T h ey  w e re  th e  s e x  r a t i o  of e n te r in g  

f r e s h m e n ,  o th e r  c h ild r e n  w ith  c o lle g e  e x p e r ie n c e ,  s a t i s f a c t io n  of 

c o lle g e  c h o ic e , in flu e n c e  on c o lle g e  c h o ic e , e d u c a t io n a l  l e v e l  of the  

m o th e r  an d  p a r e n t s  1 m a r i t a l  s ta tu s .  T h e  m o s t  n o ta b le  d i f f e re n c e s
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w e re  fo u n d  in  th e  p la c e  of r e s id e n c e  o f th e  s tu d e n t  w h ile  a tte n d in g  

c o lle g e , th e  e d u c a t io n a l  l e v e l  of th e  f a th e r ,  an d  th e  r e g u la r  a t te n d a n c e  

of p a re n ts  a t  c h u rc h  s e r v i c e s .

T h e  se c o n d  c a te g o r y  to  be c o n s id e r e d  w as  th e  c o m p a r is o n  of 

m e a n  s c a le  s c o r e s  f o r  th e  fo u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s .  T h e  o n e -w a y  a n a ly s i s  

of v a r ia n c e  r e s u l te d  in  th e  r e j e c t i o n  a t  th e  . 05 le v e l  of e a c h  of th e  n u ll  

h y p o th e s is  f o r  th e  f iv e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  r e l ig io u s ,  in te l le c tu a l ,  r e g u la ­

tiv e ,  s o c ia l  a n d  s u p p o r t iv e .  T a b le  4. .13 i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  r e s u l t s  of the  

S c h e ffe ' t e s t  w h en  c o m p a r in g  th e  f o u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s  on the  f iv e  

s c a l e s .

T h e  l a s t  c a te g o r y  to  be c o n s id e r e d  w as  r e a s o n s  l i s te d  a s  i m p o r t ­

a n t  f o r  s e le c t in g  a  s p e c i f ic  c o lle g e .  T he r e s p o n d e n ts  f ro m  th e  s tro n g ly  

d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  l i s te d  r e l ig io u s  a f f i l ia t io n  a s  m o s t  im p o r ta n t .

T h e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  r e s p o n s e  of p a r e n t s  f ro m  th e  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a ­

t io n a l  a n d  f o u r - y e a r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e  r e l a te d  to  the  s iz e  of th e  

c o lle g e .  T h e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  r e s p o n s e  of p a r e n t s  f ro m  th e  tw o - y e a r  

c o m m u n ity  s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e  w a s  low  c o s t.

R eprodu ced  with perm ission  of th e copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



56

T A B L E  4. 13. - - S u m m a ry  of S c h e ffe ' m e th o d  r e s u l t s  of th e  c o m p a r is o n  
of m e a n  s c a le  s c o r e s  b e tw e e n  fo u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s

S c a le  an d  
c o m p a re d  
c o lle g e  ty p es

D if fe re n c e  
o f m e a n  

s c a le  s c o r e s
F

r a t io

R a tio  n e e d e d  
to  r e j e c t  

p <  .0 5
R e je c t  n u ll 
h y p o th e s is

R e lig io u s
D v s  M 3 .5 4 7 .5 1 7 .8 6 No
D v s  S 1 4 .0 7 9 2 .5 0 7 .8 6 Y es
D v s  C 1 6 .3 3 1 4 2 .6 0 7 .8 6 Y es
M v s S 1 0 .5 3 52. 30 7 .8 6 Y es
M v s  C 1 2 .7 9 8 8 .0 8 7 .8 6 Y es
S v s  C 2 .2 6 2 . 2 0 7 .8 6 No

I n te l le c tu a l
D v s  M 2 .8 8 7 .6 7 7 .8 6 No
D v s  S 3 .2 0 7 .4 2 7 .8 6 No
D v s  C 4 .7 8 1 8 .8 8 7 .8 6 Y es
M v s S . 32 .0 7 7 .8 6 No
M v s  C 1. 90 3 .0 1 7 .8 6 No
S v s  C 1 .5 8 1 .6 6 7 .8 6 No

R e g u la tiv e
D v s  M 1 .2 3 L 21 7 .8 6 No
D v s  S 2. 96 5 .4 8 7 .8 6 No
D v s  C 4. 35 1 3 .5 1 7 .8 6 Y es
M v s  S 1. 73 1 .8 8 7 .8 6 No
M v s C 3 .1 2 7 .0 0 7 .8 6 No
S v s  C 1. 39 1 . 11 7 .8 6 No

S o c ia l
D v s  M 1 .4 7 3. 19 7 .8 6 No
D v s  S 2. 27 5. 92 7 .8 6 No
D v s  C 5 .1 3 34. 63 7 .8 6 Y es
M v s  S .8 0 . 74 7 .8 6 No
M v s C 3. 66 17. 77 7 .8 6 Y es
S v s  C 2 . 8 6 8 . 70 7 .8 6 Y es

S u p p o r tiv e
D v s  M 1 .0 3 .8 5 7 .8 6 No
D v s  S 1 .0 1 .6 5 7 .8 6 No
D v s  C 4 .4 2 1 4 .0 6 7 .8 6 Y es
M v s S 2 .0 4 2. 65 7 .8 6 No
M v s  C 5 .4 5 2 1 .5 2 7 .8 6 Y es
S v s  C 3 .4 1 6 .7 6 7 .8 6 No
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C H A P T E R  V

SU M M A RY, CO NCLUSION S, AND R E CO M M EN D A TIO N S 
F O R  F U R T H E R  STUDY

S u m m a ry

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f th is  s tu d y  w as  to  in v e s t ig a te  th e  r e l ig io u s ,  

in te l le c tu a l ,  r e g u la t iv e ,  s o c ia l ,  a n d  s u p p o r t iv e  e x p e c ta t io n s  of 

p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who h ad  e n ro l le d  in  f o u r  ty p e s  o f c o lle g e s  

in  th e  G ra n d  R a p id s , M ic h ig a n  a r e a .  T he s tu d y  w a s  d e s ig n e d  to  

p r o v id e  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t the  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  e x p e c ta tio n s  

of p a r e n t s  an d  th e  ty p e  of in s t i tu t io n  a tte n d e d  by  t h e i r  so n  o r  d a u g h te r .  

P e r s o n a l  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t th e  re s p o n d e n ts  an d  in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t  th e  

m o s t  im p o r ta n t  r e a s o n s  f o r  s e le c t in g  a  s p e c if ic  c o lle g e  w e re  a ls o  

c o lle c te d .

A r e v ie w  o f th e  l i t e r a t u r e  s u p p o rte d  th e  c o n te n tio n  th a t  p a r e n t s  

p la y e d  a n  im p o r ta n t  r o le  in  in flu e n c in g  th e  e d u c a tio n a l  g o a ls  of t h e i r  

c h ild r e n .  A lth o u g h  th e  e v id e n c e  w as  m ix e d , s tu d ie s  g e n e ra l ly  in d i ­

c a te d  th a t  p a r e n t s  w e re  in f lu e n tia l  in  th e  s e le c t io n  of a  s p e c i f ic  

c o lle g e .  R e s e a r c h  r e l a te d  to  p a r e n t a l  e x p e c ta t io n s  of c o lle g e s  a n d  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  w a s  n o t fo u n d  in  a  re v ie w  of h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  an d  s tu d e n t  

p e r s o n n e l  r e s e a r c h .

T h e  P a r e n t a l  Q u e s t io n n a ire  On C o lle g e  E x p e c ta t io n s  r e q u e s te d  
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p e r s o n a l  in fo rm a t io n ,  r e a s o n s  f o r  s e le c t in g  a  s p e c i f ic  c o lle g e ,  and  

a  r e s p o n s e  to  f o r ty - e ig h t  q u e s t io n n a ir e  i te m s  m e a s u r in g  f iv e  s c a l e s .  

T h e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  w as m a i le d  to  a  ra n d o m ly  s e le c te d  s a m p le  of 75 

p a r e n t s  f o r  e a c h  of f o u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s .  Of th e  300 in  th e  s a m p le , 

s e v e n ty  p e r c e n t  c o m p le te d  a n d  r e tu r n e d  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e .

T h e  o n e -w a y  a n a ly s i s  of v a r ia n c e  w as u s e d  to  t e s t  th e  n u ll  

h y p o th e s e s  of the  f iv e  s c a l e s  b e tw e en  the  f o u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s .  T h e  

S c h e f f e 1 m e th o d  o f p o s t - h o c  c o m p a r is o n s  w a s  s e le c te d  to  c o m p a re  the  

r e s p e c t iv e  m e a n  s c a le  s c o r e s  of th e  c o lle g e s  w h en  th e  a n a ly s i s  of 

v a r ia n c e  p ro d u c e d  a  s ig n if ic a n t  F  r a t i o .  T o  r e j e c t  th e  n u ll  h y p o th e s is  

a  le v e l  of s ig n if ic a n c e  of . 05 w a s  u s e d . C h i s q u a re  a n a ly s i s  (p ^  . 05) 

w a s  u s e d  to  t e s t  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  of th e  p e r s o n a l  

in fo rm a t io n .

T h e  s ta te m e n t  w h ich  w a s  m a d e  in  th e o r e t i c a l  h y p o th e s is  N o. 1 

th a t  p a r e n t s  o f f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a t te n d  a  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  

o r  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  w il l  g iv e  h ig h e r  r a t in g s  to  the  

i te m s  th a t  m e a s u r e  r e l ig io u s  e x p e c ta t io n s  th an  th o se  p a r e n t s  of f r e s h ­

m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a t te n d  a  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  o r  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e  w as 

s u p p o rte d .

P a r t i a l l y  s u p p o r te d  w as  th e  s ta te m e n t  m a d e  in  th e o r e t i c a l  

h y p o th e s is  No. 2 th a t  p a r e n t s  o f f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a t te n d  a  

s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  o r  s ta te  s u p p o rte d  

c o lle g e  w ill  g iv e  h ig h e r  r a t i n g s  to  th e  i te m s  th a t  m e a s u r e  in te l le c tu a l
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e x p e c ta t io n s  th a n  th o se  p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  a t te n d in g  a 

c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e . T h e  d if f e re n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a ­

t io n a l  an d  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e s  m e a n  s c a le  s c o r e s  w e re  l a r g e  en ough  

to  s u p p o rt  th e  h y p o th e s is .  T h e  m e a n  s c a le  s c o re  of th e  s tro n g ly  

d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  w a s  l a r g e r  th an  th e  m e a n  s c a le  s c o re  of the  

co m m u n ity  c o lle g e . T h a t  p a r t  of th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  h y p o th e s is  in  w h ich  

th e  s ta te m e n t  w a s  m a d e  th a t  p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a t te n d  

a  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  o r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e  w ill  g iv e  

h ig h e r  r a t in g s  to  th e  i te m s  th a t  m e a s u r e  in te l le c tu a l  e x p e c ta tio n s  

th an  th o se  p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  a  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e  

w a s  n o t c o n f i rm e d .

In  t h e o r e t i c a l  h y p o th e s is  No. 3 d i f f e r e n c e s  d id  n o t o c c u r  a s  

e x p e c te d ,  a lth o u g h  the  n u ll  h y p o th e s is  w a s  r e j e c te d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  th e  

f in d in g s  d id  n o t s u p p o r t  t h e o r e t i c a l  h y p o th e s is  N o. 3, in  w h ich  th e  

s ta te m e n t  w as m a d e  th a t  p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a t te n d  a  

s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  o r  c o m m u n ity  

c o lle g e  w il l  g iv e  h ig h e r  r a t in g s  to  the  i te m s  th a t  m e a s u r e  r e g u la t iv e  

e x p e c ta t io n s  th an  th o se  p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  a  s ta te  

s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e .  H o w e v e r, a  s ig n if ic a n t  d if f e re n c e  (p . 05), w ith  

th e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  h a v in g  th e  h ig h e r  m e a n  s c a le  

s c o r e ,  w as found  w hen  c o m p a r in g  the  m e a n  s c a le  s c o r e s  o f th e  s tro n g ly  

d e n o m in a tio n a l  a n d  th e  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e s .

T h e  r e s u l t s  o f d a ta  a n a ly s i s  s u p p o r te d  t h e o r e t i c a l  h y p o th e s is
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N o. 4 in  w h ich  the  s ta te m e n t  w a s  m a d e  th a t  p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  

s tu d e n ts  who a t te n d  a s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l,  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a ­

t io n a l  o r  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e  w ill  g iv e  h ig h e r  r a t in g s  to  th e  i te m s  

th a t  m e a s u r e  s o c ia l  e x p e c ta t io n s  th an  th o se  p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  

s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  a  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e .

O nly  p a r t  of th e o r e t i c a l  h y p o th e s is  No. 5 w as s u p p o r te d . In 

t h e o r e t i c a l  h y p o th e s is  N o. 5 the  s ta te m e n t  w as m ad e  th a t  p a r e n t s  of 

f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  who a tte n d  a  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  o r  m o d e r a te ly  

d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  w ill  g iv e  h ig h e r  r a t in g s  to  the  i te m s  th a t  

m e a s u r e  s u p p o rt iv e  e x p e c ta tio n s  th an  th o se  p a re n ts  of f r e s h m a n  

s tu d e n ts  w ho a tte n d  a  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  o r  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e . S ig n if i­

c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  ( p < .  05) in  the  m e a n  s c a le  s c o r e s  w e re  fo u n d  w h en  

c o m p a r in g  th e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  an d  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  

c o lle g e s  w ith  the  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e . T h e  m e a n  s c a le  s c o r e s  of the  

s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  an d  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e s  w e re  

h ig h e r  th a n  th e  m e a n  s c a le  s c o re  of th e  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e .  T h e  n u ll  

h y p o th e s is  w a s  n o t r e je c te d ,  h o w e v e r , w hen  c o m p a r in g  th e  m e a n  s c a le  

s c o r e s  of th e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  and  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  

c o lle g e s  w ith  th e  m e a n  s c a le  s c o re  of the  s ta te  s u p p o rte d  c o lle g e .

T h e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  a s k e d  p a r e n t s  to  l i s t  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  

r e a s o n s  f o r  s e le c t in g  a  s p e c i f ic  c o lle g e . P a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  

e n ro l le d  in  th e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  m o s t  f re q u e n tly  l i s te d  

r e l ig io u s  a f f i l i a t io n  a s  m o s t  im p o r ta n t .  T h e  m o s t  f re q u e n t  r e s p o n s e  

g iv e n  by p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l
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an d  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e s  r e l a te d  to  th e  s iz e  of th e  c o lle g e .

P a r e n t s  m o s t  o f te n  in d ic a te d  low  c o s t  a s  th e  r e a s o n  f o r  s e le c t in g  th e  

tw o - y e a r  c o m m u n ity  s u p p o rte d  c o lle g e .

A n a ly s is  of th e  p e r s o n a l  in fo r m a t io n  r e v e a l e d  m an y  s im i l a r i t i e s  

a m o n g  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the  r e s p o n d e n ts  f ro m  th e  fo u r  ty p e s  of 

c o lle g e s .  D if fe r e n c e s  o c c u r r e d  a t  the  . 05 le v e l  w h en  c o m p a r in g  

w h e re  th e  s tu d e n t  l iv e d  w h ile  a t te n d in g  c o lle g e ,  th e  e d u c a tio n a l  le v e l  

of the  f a th e r ,  an d  r e g u l a r  a tte n d a n c e  of p a r e n t s  a t  c h u rc h  s e r v i c e s .

C o n c lu s io n s

C o lle g e s  w ill  c o n tin u e  to  f a c e  u n c e r t a in  e n ro l lm e n ts  a s  m o re  

p o s t  s e c o n d a ry  in s t i tu t io n s  of h ig h e r  le a r n in g  c o m p e te  fo r  a  d e c r e a s ­

ing  p e rc e n ta g e  of h ig h  s c h o o l g r a d u a te s  who s e e k  to  c o n tin u e  th e i r  

f o rm a l  e d u c a tio n . In o r d e r  to  i n c r e a s e  and  m a in ta in  e n ro l lm e n t ,  

c o lle g e s  m u s t  be a w a re  of th o se  f e a t u r e s  w h ic h  m a k e  th e  c o lle g e  

a t t r a c t iv e  to  s tu d e n ts  an d  to  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  b e c a u s e  p a r e n t s  h av e  a 

s ig n if ic a n t  in flu e n ce  on the  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  of t h e i r  c h ild r e n .  If a  

s tu d e n t  p la n s  to  a tte n d  c o lle g e , m an y  p a r e n t s  a ls o  in flu e n c e  th e  c h o ic e  

of the  c o lle g e  to be s e le c te d .

In  th is  s tu d y  th e  fo llo w in g  c o n c lu s io n s  m a y  be d ra w n  f ro m  

a n a ly s e s  of th e  d a ta :

1. T h e r e  is  no  d i f f e re n c e  in  th e  e x p e c ta t io n s  of p a r e n t s  of 

f r e s h m e n  in  th e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  an d  m o d e r a te ly  

d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e s .
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2. P a r e n t s  of f r e s h m e n  in  th e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  

h a v e  s ig n if ic a n tly  h ig h e r  r e l ig io u s  e x p e c ta t io n s  th a n  p a r e n t s  

of f r e s h m e n  in  th e  s ta te  su p p o rte d  c o lle g e .

3. P a r e n t s  of f r e s h m e n  in  th e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  

h a v e  s ig n if ic a n tly  h ig h e r  r e l ig io u s ,  in te l le c tu a l ,  r e g u la t iv e ,  

s o c ia l  an d  s u p p o rt iv e  e x p e c ta tio n s  th a n  p a re n ts  of f r e s h ­

m e n  in  the  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e .

4. P a r e n t s  of f r e s h m e n  in  th e  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  

c o lle g e  h av e  s ig n if ic a n tly  h ig h e r  r e l ig io u s  e x p e c ta tio n s  th an  

p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m e n  in  th e  s ta te  s u p p o rte d  c o lle g e .

5. P a r e n t s  o f f r e s h m e n  in  th e  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  

c o lle g e  h av e  s ig n if ic a n tly  h ig h e r  r e l ig io u s ,  s o c ia l  an d  

s u p p o rt iv e  e x p e c ta t io n s  th a n  p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m e n  in  the  

c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e .

6 . P a r e n t s  o f f r e s h m e n  in  th e  s ta te  s u p p o rte d  c o lle g e  h a v e  

s ig n if ic a n tly  h ig h e r  s o c ia l  e x p e c ta t io n s  th an  p a r e n t s  of 

f r e s h m e n  in  the  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e .

7. T h e  in te l le c tu a l  s c a le  r e c e iv e d  the  h ig h e s t  r a t in g  f ro m  

p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m e n  f o r  a l l  f o u r  ty p e s  o f c o lle g e s .

B a s e d  on  th e  d a ta  in  T a b le  4 . 12, th e  fo llo w in g  im p l ic a t io n s  a r e

:d:

1. T h e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  sh o u ld  e m p h a s iz e  to 

p a r e n t s  an d  p r o s p e c t iv e  s tu d e n ts  r e l ig io u s  a f f i l ia t io n ,
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r e p u ta t io n ,  s iz e ,  lo c a t io n ,  an d  th e  ty p e  of s tu d e n t  in  

a t te n d a n c e .

2. T h e  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  sh o u ld  e m p h a s iz e  to 

p a r e n t s  an d  p r o s p e c t iv e  s tu d e n ts  r e l ig io u s  a ff i lia tio n ,  

r e p u ta t io n ,  s iz e ,  lo c a t io n ,  an d  f in a n c ia l  a id .

3. T h e  s ta te  s u p p o rte d  c o lle g e  sh o u ld  e m p h a s iz e  to p a r e n t s  and  

p r o s p e c t iv e  s tu d e n ts  r e p u ta t io n ,  c u r r ic u lu m ,  s iz e ,  lo c a t io n , 

a n d  low  c o s t .

4. T h e  c o m m u n ity  s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e  sh o u ld  e m p h a s iz e  to p a r e n t s  

an d  p r o s p e c t iv e  s tu d e n ts  r e p u ta t io n ,  c u r r ic u lu m ,  lo c a t io n ,  

an d  low  c o s t.

A lth o u g h  n o t  a lw a y s  s ta t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n if ic a n t,  th e  m e a n  s c a le  

s c o r e s  by ty p e  of c o lle g e  show  a  s im i l a r  ra n k  o r d e r in g  fo r  th e  r e l ig io u s ,  

i n te l le c tu a l ,  s o c ia l  an d  r e g u la t iv e  s c a l e s .  T h e  one d if f e re n c e  in  r a n k  

o r d e r in g  w as found  in  the  s u p p o r t iv e  s c a le .  T h e  m e a n  s c o re  of the  

s u p p o rt iv e  s c a le  f o r  th e  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  w as  g r e a t e r  

th a n  th e  m e a n  s c a le  s c o re  f o r  th e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e . In 

g e n e ra l ,  th e s e  r e s u l t s  m ay  in d ic a te  th a t  p a r e n t s  of f r e s h m e n  in  the  

s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  h a v e  th e  h ig h e s t  e x p e c ta tio n s ;  p a re n ts  

of f r e s h m e n  a t  th e  m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e  th e  s e co n d  

h ig h e s t ;  fo llo w e d  by p a re n ts  of f r e s h m e n  a t  the  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  an d  

c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e s  in  th a t  o r d e r .
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R e c o m m e n d a tio n s  f o r  F u r th e r  S tudy 

In th is  s tu d y  th e  e x p e c ta tio n s  of p a re n ts  who h a d  f r e s h m a n  so n s  

o r  d a u g h te r s  e n ro l le d  in  fo u r  ty p e s  of c o lle g e s  w e re  a s s e s s e d .  In 

v iew  of the  p r e s s u r e  to  m a in ta in  e n ro l lm e n ts  in  a l l  ty p e s  of i n s t i tu t io n s  

of h ig h e r  l e a r n in g  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try , f u tu r e  s tu d ie s  sh o u ld  be 

u n d e r ta k e n  in  o th e r  g e o g ra p h ic  a r e a s  an d  in c lu d e  the  e x p e c ta t io n s  of 

p a r e n t s  who h a v e  f r e s h m a n  so n s  o r  d a u g h te r s  e n ro l le d  in  l a r g e  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  an d  p r iv a te  n o n -d e n o m in a t io n a l  c o lle g e s .

T h e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  d id  n o t d i f f e r e n t ia te  b e tw e e n  th e  e x p e c ta t io n s  

of p a re n ts  w ith  f r e s h m a n  so n s  o r  d a u g h te r s  l iv in g  a t  h o m e , in  c o lle g e  

h o u s in g  o r  o th e r  ty p e s  of h o u s in g . A n  a n a ly s i s  s h o u ld  be m a d e  on 

th e s e  v a r i a b le s  to  a s c e r t a i n  if  th e  e x p e c ta tio n s  a r e  s im i l a r .  Do 

p a r e n t s  who h a v e  a  f r e s h m a n  so n  o r  d a u g h te r  l iv in g  on c a m p u s  e x p e c t  

m o re  of the  c o lle g e  th an  p a r e n t s  w h o se  so n  o r  d a u g h te r  l iv e s  a t  h o m e ?  

If so , in  w h a t a r e a s  a r e  th e  e x p e c ta tio n s  g r e a t e r ?

In c r e a s in g  i n t e r e s t  in  v o c a tio n a lis m  s u g g e s t s  th a t  f u tu r e  s tu d ie s  

m e a s u r e  a  v o c a tio n a l  e x p e c ta tio n .  T h e  P a r e n t a l  Q u e s t io n n a ire  On 

C o lle g e  E x p e c ta t io n s  co u ld  be  r e v i s e d  to in c lu d e  a  v o c a tio n a l  e x p e c ta ­

tio n  s c a le .
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A P P E N D IX  A

P a r e n t a l  Q u e s t io n n a ire  on C o lle g e  E x p e c ta t io n s

R e g u la tiv e  E x p e c ta t io n  - c h a r a c te r i z e d  by  a  p r o te c t iv e
a tm o s p h e re ,  e x is te n c e  of r e g u la t io n s  an d  a d h e re n c e  A s s ig n e d
to  th e s e  r e g u la t io n s .  P o s i t io n

1. S tu d e n t o rg a n iz a t io n s  a r e  c lo s e ly  s u p e rv is e d .  18

2. S tu d e n ts  m u s t  h av e  a  w r i t t e n  e x c u se  if th ey  a r e  a b s e n t
f ro m  c l a s s .  7

3. T he r e s p o n s e  of c o lle g e  o f f ic ia ls  to w a rd  s tu d e n t  s i t -  
in s  o r  o th e r  c o n f ro n ta t io n s  w ou ld  be f i r m  an d
f o rc e f u l .  30

4 . F a c u lty  m e m b e r s  a n d  a d m in i s t r a to r s  a r e  c o n s e r v a ­
t iv e  in  i n te r p r e t in g  r e g u la t io n s  an d  t r e a t  v io la t io n s
v e ry  f i r m ly .  23

5. S tu d e n ts  e x e r t  c o n s id e r a b le  p r e s s u r e  on one a n o th e r
to  l iv e  up to  th e  e x p e c te d  code of co n d u c t. 39

6 . S tu d e n ts  o b ey  r u le s  an d  r e g u la t io n s .  33

7. S tu d e n ts  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t ta k in g  good  c a r e  of
s c h o o l p r o p e r ty .  10

8 . T h is  c o lle g e  a t t e m p ts  to r e g u la te  m o s t  a r e a s  of
s tu d e n t  l if e .  12

9. M o s t  s tu d e n ts  a n d  fa c u lty  h av e  s im i l a r  a t t i tu d e s ,
o p in io n s , an d  b e lie f s .  20

10. T he m a jo r i t y  of s tu d e n ts  d r e s s  an d  a c t  p r e t ty  m u ch
a lik e .  45

S u p p o rtiv e  E x p e c ta t io n  - c h a r a c te r i z e d  by  p e r s o n a l  a t te n tio n  
g iv e n  to  s tu d e n ts ,  h e lp fu ln e s s  of fa c u lty  and  s tu d e n ts ,  and  
s e n s e  of b e lo n g in g  o r  id e n ti ty .

11. U p p e r c la s s m e n  a s s i s t  new  s tu d e n ts  in  a d ju s t in g  to
c a m p u s  l i f e .  27
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A s s ig n e d
P o s i t io n

12. T h e  in s t r u c t o r s  u s u a lly  c h e ck  up on s tu d e n ts  to 
s e e  th a t  a s s ig n m e n ts  a r e  c a r r i e d  o u t p r o p e r ly  an d
on t im e .  8

13. T h e  fa c u l ty  a r e  i n te r e s t e d  in  s tu d e n ts  an d  th e i r  
p r o b le m s .  32

14. T h e  s c h o o l a s s i s t s  e v e ry o n e  in  b e c o m in g
a c q u a in te d . 21

15. P r o f e s s o r s  d e v o te  m u c h  t im e  to  c o n s u lt in g  w ith
s tu d e n ts .  40

16. M e m b e rs  of th e  c o lle g e  c o m m u n ity  a r e  v e ry
f r ie n d ly .  24

17. E d u c a tio n  on th is  c a m p u s  i s  h ig h ly  p e r s o n a l iz e d .  17

18. S tu d e n ts  ta k e  p r id e  in  th is  c o lle g e . 38

19. S tu d e n ts  f e e l  th e y  a r e  a  v i ta l  p a r t  o f th is  c o lle g e . 47

S o c ia l  E x p e c ta t io n  - c h a r a c te r i z e d  by n u m e ro u s  e v e n ts ,  
p o s s ib i l i ty  of o b ta in in g  a  l e a d e r s h ip  p o s it io n ,  and  a c t iv i t ie s  
t h a t  b r in g  p e o p le  t o g e th e r .

20. T h e re  a r e  m a n y  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  s tu d e n ts  to  a t te n d
s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s .  6

21. S tu d e n t g a th e r in g  p la c e s  a r e  u s u a lly  c ro w d e d . 16

22. T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  s tu d e n ts  to  g e t
to g e th e r  o u ts id e  of th e  c la s s r o o m .  26

23. T h e re  a r e  m a n y  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  s tu d e n ts  to
o rg a n iz e  a n d  d i r e c t  th e  w o rk  of o th e r s .  35

24. T h e r e  a r e  so  m a n y  th in g s  to do th a t  s tu d e n ts
a r e  a lw a y s  a c t iv e .  29

25. T h e re  a r e  m a n y  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  s tu d e n ts  to
b e c o m e  a c q u a in te d  w ith  e a c h  o th e r .  14
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A s s ig n e d
P o s i t io n

26. T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  f a c u l ty  and
s tu d e n ts  to  m e e t  in fo r m a l ly .  1

27. S tu d e n ts  a r e  g iv en  m an y  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to  l e a r n
an d  d e m o n s t r a te  p r in c ip le s  of l e a d e r s h ip .  42

28. A t th is  c o lle g e  m an y  s tu d e n ts  w il l  m e e t  th e i r
fu tu r e  s p o u s e . 44

I n te l le c tu a l  E x p e c ta t io n  - c h a r a c te r i z e d  by c o m p e te n c e  of 
th e  f a c u l ty ,  q u a li ty  of te a c h in g , s e r io u s  i n t e r e s t  in  
s c h o la r s h ip  an d  a c a d e m ic  c o m p e t i t iv e n e s s .

29. T h e  c o m p e t it io n  f o r  g r a d e s  is  in te n s e .  3

30. In  o r d e r  to  p a s s  a  c o u r s e ,  th e  s tu d e n t  m u s t  w o rk
v e r y  h a r d .  34

31. C o u r s e s  r e q u i r e  in te n s iv e  s tu d y  an d  p r e p a r a t i o n  
o u ts id e  o f c la s s .  19

32. T h e  p r o f e s s o r s  a r e  v e ry  th o ro u g h  te a c h e r s  an d
r e a l ly  p ro b e  in to  th e  fu n d a m e n ta ls  of t h e i r  s u b je c t .  22

33. T h e  a c a d e m ic  t r a in in g  a  s tu d e n t  r e c e iv e s  a t  th is
c o lle g e  i s  b e t t e r  th an  m o s t  o th e r  c o lle g e s .  46

34. T h e  g e n e r a l  q u a li ty  of te a c h in g  th ro u g h o u t th is
c o lle g e  i s  b e t t e r  th an  m o s t  o th e r  c o lle g e s .  43

35. S tu d e n ts  a t  th is  c o lle g e  a r e  v e ry  s e r io u s  and
p u r p o s e f u l  a b o u t t h e i r  w o rk . 37

36. T h e  p r o f e s s o r s  a r e  d e d ic a te d  s c h o la r s  in  th e i r
f ie ld .  4

37. C la s s e s  a r e  a  r e a l  in te l le c tu a l  c h a lle n g e .  15

38. T h is  s c h o o l  i s  s u p e r io r  to  m o s t  o th e r  c o lle g e s .  28

R e l ig io u s  E x p e c ta t io n  - c h a r a c te r i z e d  by a  c o n c e r n  f o r  
r e l ig io u s  d e v e lo p m e n t, p u ttin g  r e l ig io u s  p r in c ip le s  in to  e v e ry d a y  
a c tio n ,  an d  r e g u l a r  a tte n d a n c e  a t  c h u rc h  s e r v i c e s .

39. R e l ig io u s  s e r v i c e s  a r e  w e ll  a t te n d e d  by  s tu d e n ts .  9
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A s s ig n e d
P o s i t io n

40 . T h e  c o lle g e  a s s i s t s  s tu d e n ts  in  u n d e rs ta n d in g  
th e i r  r e l ig io u s  b e l ie f s .

41 . T h e  c o lle g e  w il l  a s s i s t  s tu d e n t  d e v e lo p m e n t in
s p ir i tu a l  m a t t e r s .  5

42 . M o s t s tu d e n ts  a tte n d  w eek ly  r e l ig io u s  s e r v i c e s .  48

43 . T h e  c o lle g e  a s s i s t s  s tu d e n ts  in  g u id in g  t h e i r
c o n d u c t a c c o rd in g  to t h e i r  r e l ig io u s  f a i th . 41

44 . T h e re  w ou ld  be a  l a r g e  a u d ie n c e  f o r  a  l e c tu r e
by an  o u ts ta n d in g  th e o lo g ia n . 2

45 . T h is  c o lle g e  w ill  a s s i s t  s tu d e n ts  in  d e v e lo p in g
m o ra l  c a p a c i t i e s ,  e th ic a l  s ta n d a r d s ,  a n d  v a lu e s .  11

4 6 . T h is  c o lle g e  w il l  a s s i s t  s tu d e n ts  in  d e v e lo p in g  a
f o rm a l  r e l ig io u s  l ife  s ty le .  13

47 . T h is  c o lle g e  w il l  g iv e  th e  s tu d e n ts  a  f e e l in g  fo r
th e  n e c e s s i ty  of p r o fe s s in g  a  r e l ig io u s  f a i th .  25

4 8 . T h e  c o lle g e  w il l  a f fo rd  th e  s tu d e n ts  a m p le  
o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to  p u t  t h e i r  r e l ig io u s  f a i th  in to  a c t io n .  36
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A P P E N D IX  B 

P a r e n t a l  Q u e s t io n n a ire  on C o lle g e  E x p e c ta t io n s  

D e a r  P a r e n t :
T h is  q u e s t io n n a ir e  a s k s  you  to  in d ic a te  y o u r  e x p e c ta t io n s  a b o u t 

s i tu a tio n s  an d  m a t t e r s  in  th e  c o lle g e  y o u r  f r e s h m a n  so n  o r  d a u g h te r  
i s  a tte n d in g . I t  i s  c o n f id e n tia l  an d  in d iv id u a l  r e s p o n s e s  w il l  n o t be 
r e v e a le d .  P l e a s e  do n o t s ig n  y o u r  n a m e .

T h is  is  n o t a t e s t  an d  th e r e  a r e  no r ig h t  o r  w ro n g  a n s w e r s .  
R e sp o n d  a s  a c c u r a te ly  a n d  f ra n k ly  a b o u t w h a t you  e x p e c t  th e  s itu a tio n  
to  b e . If you  a r e  u n s u re  c h e ck  th e  r e s p o n s e  c lo s e s t  to  w h a t you  e x p e c t .  
W hen c o m p le tin g  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  p le a s e  do n o t c o n s u lt  y o u r  so n  o r  
d a u g h te r .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  ta k in g  a  few  m o m e n ts  o f y o u r  t im e  to r e s p o n d  to  
th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e .  A f te r  i t  i s  c o m p le te d , p la c e  i t  in  th e  s ta m p e d  
s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  e n v e lo p e  w h ich  i s  e n c lo s e d  f o r  y o u r  c o n v e n ie n c e .

S in c e r e ly  y o u r s ,

T h o m a s  E .  D e s c h a in e ,  S tudy D i r e c to r
1607 R o b in so n  R o ad  S. E .
G ra n d  R a p id s , M ic h ig a n  49506

A . In fo r m a t io n  A b o u t You: P l e a s e  a n s w e r  a l l  th e  q u e s t io n s  by  p la c in g  
a  c h e ck  b e s id e  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  r e s p o n s e .

1. T h e  in d iv id u a l  f i l l in g  ou t the  q u e s t io n n a ir e  is :
 F a th e r
 M o th e r
 B o th

2. S ex  of y o u r  e n te r in g  f r e s h m a n ?
______ M ale
______ F e m a le

3. W hile  c o lle g e  is  in  s e s s io n ,  o u r  f r e s h m a n  so n  o r  d a u g h te r  l iv e s :
 A t h o m e
 In  C o lle g e  H o u sin g
 O th e r

4 . Do y o u  h a v e  o th e r  c h i ld r e n  who h a v e  a tte n d e d  o r  a r e  a tte n d in g  a  
c o lle g e  o r  u n iv e r s i ty ?

______ Y es
 No

R eprodu ced  with perm ission  of th e copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



76

5 . A r e  y o u  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  c h o ic e  of c o lle g e  y o u r  f r e s h m a n  son  o r  
d a u g h te r  is  a t te n d in g ?

_______ Y es
_______ No
_______ S o m ew h a t

6 . How m u c h  in flu e n c e  d id  you  an d  y o u r  s p o u s e  h av e  in  th e  s e le c t io n  of 
the  c o lle g e  y o u r  f r e s h m a n  son  o r  d a u g h te r  i s  a tte n d in g ?

_______ N one
_______ L i t t le
_______ Som e
_______ G r e a t
_______ V e ry  G r e a t

7. In d ic a te  the  h ig h e s t  l e v e l  of f o rm a l  e d u c a tio n  f o r  e a c h  p a re n t :
F a th e r  M o th e r

L e s s  th a n  H igh S ch o o l _______  ________
Som e H igh  S ch o o l _______  ________
H igh S ch o o l G ra d u a te  _______  ________
S om e C o lle g e  _______  ________
C o lle g e  G r a d u a t e _______ ____________

Do yo u  a t te n d  c h u rc h  s e r v i c e s  on a  r e g u l a r  b a s is ?  
R e sp o n d  f o r  b o th  f a th e r  an d  m o th e r

F a th e r  M o th e r  
Y e s _______________________________  __________
N o _______  __________

9. P l e a s e  in d ic a te  y o u r  m a r i t a l  s ta tu s :
_______ M a r r ie d
_______ S e p a ra te d
_______ D iv o rc e d
_______ S p o u se  D e c e a s e d
_______ O th e r
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B . Y o u r E x p e c ta t io n s  Of T h e  C o lle g e

IN ST R U C TIO N S: P l e a s e  r e a d  e a c h  i te m  an d  th e n  c h e ck  the  co lu m n  
th a t  b e s t  d e s c r ib e s  y o u r  e x p e c ta t io n s  o f  th e  c o lle g e  y o u r  f r e s h m a n  
so n  o r  d a u g h te r  i s  a tte n d in g :

A lm o s t  A lw a y s  e x p e c t  th is  to  be t r u e - m e a n s  
you  w ould  e x p e c t  th is  to  be t r u e  a t  l e a s t  9 0 % 
of th e  t im e .
O ften  e x p e c t  th is  to  b e  t r u e - m e a n s  you  w ould  
e x p e c t  th is  to  b e  t r u e  ab o u t 70% to  89% of the  
t im e .
U su a lly  e x p e c t  th is  to  be t r u e - m e a n s  you 
w ould  e x p e c t  th is  to  be t ru e  a b o u t 30% to 69% 
of th e  t im e .
R a r e ly  e x p e c t  th is  to  be t r u e - m e a n s  you 
w ould  e x p e c t  th is  to  be  t r u e  a b o u t 11% to  2 9 % 
of th e  t im e .
A lm o s t  n e v e r  e x p e c t  th is  to  be t r u e - m e a n s  
you w ould  e x p e c t  th is  to  be  t ru e  l e s s  th an  
10% of th e  t im e .

E X A M P L E S :
1. P e r s o n a l i t y ,  p u ll  an d  b lu ff  g e t s tu d e n ts  th ro u g h  m o s t  

c o u r s e s .
2. P r o p e r  s o c ia l  f o rm s  an d  m a n n e r s  a r e  im p o r ta n t  a t  

th is  c o lle g e .

P l e a s e  r e s p o n d  to  a l l  th e  i te m s  th a t  fo llo w  a n d  r e t u r n  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  
in  th e  e n c lo s e d  s ta m p e d  s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  e n v e lo p e .

T h an k  you!

V/
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1. T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  fa c u l ty  an d  
s tu d e n ts  to  m e e t  in fo rm a l ly .

2 . T h e re  w o u ld  b e  a  l a r g e  a u d ie n c e  f o r  a  l e c tu r e  by 
an  o u ts ta n d in g  th e o lo g ia n .

3. T h e  c o m p e t it io n  f o r  g r a d e s  is  in te n s e .

4. T h e  p r o f e s s o r s  a r e  d e d ic a te d  s c h o la r s  in  th e i r  
f ie ld .

5. T h e  c o lle g e  f o s t e r s  s tu d e n t  d e v e lo p m e n t in  
s p i r i tu a l  m a t t e r s .

6 . T h e r e  a r e  m an y  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  s tu d e n ts  to  
a tte n d  s o c ia l  a c t i v i t ie s .

7. S tu d e n ts  m u s t  h av e  a  w r i t t e n  e x c u se  if th ey  a r e  
a b s e n t  f ro m  c la s s .

8 . T h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  u s u a lly  c h e ck  up on s tu d e n ts  to 
s e e  th a t  a s s ig n m e n ts  a r e  b e in g  c a r r i e d  o u t 
p r o p e r ly  an d  on t im e .

9. R e lig io u s  s e r v i c e s  a r e  w e ll a tte n d e d  by s tu d e n ts .

10. S tu d e n ts  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t tak in g  good c a r e  of 
s c h o o l p r o p e r ty .

11. T h is  c o lle g e  w il l  a s s i s t  s tu d e n ts  in  d ev e lo p in g  
m o r a l  c a p a c i t i e s ,  e th ic a l  s ta n d a r d s ,  an d  v a lu e s .

12. T h is  c o lle g e  a t t e m p ts  to  r e g u la te  m o s t  a r e a s  of 
s tu d e n t  l i f e .
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13. T h is  c o lle g e  w ill  a s s i s t  s tu d e n ts  in  d e v e lo p in g  
a  f o rm a l  r e l ig io u s  l ife  s ty le .

14. T h e r e  a r e  m an y  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  s tu d e n ts  to 
b e c o m e  a c q u a in te d  w ith  e a c h  o th e r .

15. C la s s e s  a r e  a  r e a l  in te l le c tu a l  c h a lle n g e .

16. S tu d e n ts  g a th e r in g  p la c e s  a r e  u s u a lly  
c ro w d e d .

17. E d u c a tio n  on th is  c a m p u s  is  h ig h ly  p e r s o n ­
a l iz e d .

18. S tu d e n t o rg a n iz a t io n s  a r e  c lo s e ly  s u p e rv i s e d .

19. C o u r s e s  r e q u i r e  in te n s iv e  s tu d y  a n d  p r e p a r a ­
t io n  o u ts id e  of c la s s .

20. M o s t  s tu d e n ts  an d  f a c u lty  h av e  s im i l a r  
a t t i tu d e s ,  o p in io n s , an d  b e lie f s .

21. T h e  sc h o o l a s s i s t s  e v e ry o n e  in b e c o m in g  
a c q u a in te d .

22. T h e  p r o f e s s o r s  a r e  v e ry  th o ro u g h  te a c h e r s  
a n d  r e a l ly  p ro b e  in to  th e  fu n d a m e n ta ls  of 
th e i r  s u b je c t .

23. F a c u lty  m e m b e rs  an d  a d m in i s t r a to r s  a r e  
c o n s e r v a tiv e  in  in te r p r e t in g  r e g u la t io n s  an d  
t r e a t  v io la t io n s  v e ry  f i r m ly .

24. M e m b e r s  o f  th e  c o lle g e  c o m m u n ity  a r e  v e ry  
f r i e n d ly .
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25. T h is  c o lle g e  w il l  g iv e  th e  s tu d e n ts  a  f e e l in g  
f o r  th e  n e c e s s i ty  of p r o fe s s in g  a  r e l ig io u s  
f a i th .

26. T h e re  a r e  m an y  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  s tu d e n ts  
to  g e t  to g e th e r  o u ts id e  of the  c la s s r o o m .

27. U p p e r c la s s m e n  a s s i s t  new  s tu d e n ts  in  
a d ju s t in g  to  c a m p u s  l ife .

28. T h is  s c h o o l i s  s u p e r io r  to  m o s t  o th e r  
c o lle g e s .

T h e re  a r e  so  m an y  th in g s  to  do th a t  s tu d e n ts  
a r e  a lw a y s  a c tiv e .

29.

30. The r e s p o n s e  of c o lle g e  o f f ic ia l s  to w a rd  
s tu d e n t  s i t - in s  o r  o th e r  c o n f ro n ta t io n s  
w ou ld  be f i r m  an d  f o rc e fu l .

31. T he c o lle g e  a s s i s t s  s tu d e n ts  in u n d e r s t a n d ­
ing  t h e i r  r e l ig io u s  b e l ie f s .

32. T h e  fa c u l ty  a r e  i n te r e s t e d  in  s tu d e n ts  an d  
t h e i r  p r o b le m s .

33. S tu d e n ts  o b ey  r u le s  an d  r e g u la t io n s .

34. In  o r d e r  to p a s s  a  c o u r s e ,  th e  s tu d e n t  m u s t  
w o rk  v e ry  h a rd .

35. T h e r e  a r e  m an y  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  s tu d e n ts  
to o rg a n iz e  an d  d i r e c t  th e  w o rk  of o th e r s .

36. T h e  c o lle g e  w il l  a f fo rd  th e  s tu d e n ts  a m p le  
o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to  p u t t h e i r  r e l ig io u s  f a i th  
in to  a c tio n .
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37. S tu d e n ts  a t  th is  c o lle g e  a r e  v e ry  s e r io u s  an d  
p u rp o s e fu l  a b o u t t h e i r  w o rk .

38. S tu d e n ts  ta k e  p r id e  in  th is  c o lle g e .

39. S tu d e n ts  e x e r t  c o n s id e r a b le  p r e s s u r e  on one 
a n o th e r  to liv e  up  to  th e  e x p e c te d  co d e  of 
c o n d u c t.

40. P r o f e s s o r s  d e v o te  m u c h  t im e  to  c o n s u lt in g  
w ith  s tu d e n ts .

41 . The c o lle g e  a s s i s t s  s tu d e n ts  in  g u id in g  th e i r  
co n d u c t a c c o rd in g  to  t h e i r  r e l ig io u s  f a i th .

42 . S tu d e n ts  a r e  g iv en  m a n y  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to 
l e a r n  a n d  d e m o n s t r a te  p r in c ip le s  of l e a d e r ­
sh ip .

43 . T h e  g e n e ra l  q u a li ty  of te a c h in g  th ro u g h o u t 
th is  c o lle g e  i s  b e t t e r  th an  m o s t  o th e r  
c o lle g e s .

44 . A t th is  c o lle g e  m a n y  s tu d e n ts  w il l  m e e t  t h e i r  
fu tu r e  s p o u s e .

45. T h e  m a jo r i ty  of s tu d e n ts  d r e s s  and  a c t  p r e t t y  
m u c h  a l ik e .

46. T h e  a c a d e m ic  t r a in in g  a  s tu d e n t  r e c e iv e s  a t  
th is  c o lle g e  i s  b e t t e r  th an  m o s t  o th e r  
c o lle g e  s.

47. S tu d e n ts  f e e l  th e y  a r e  a  v i ta l  p a r t  of th is  
c o lle g e .

48. M o s t  s tu d e n ts  a t te n d  w eek ly  r e l ig io u s  s e r ­
v ic e s .
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C. R e a s o n s  F o r  A tte n d in g  T h is  C o lle g e

I n s t r u c t io n s :  In  y o u r  o p in io n  p le a s e  l i s t  an d  g iv e  a  b r ie f  e x p la n -  
e x p la n a tio n  of the  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  r e a s o n s  f o r  c h o o s in g  th is  
c o lle g e . Y ou m ay  l i s t  one r e a s o n  o r  s e v e r a l .  L i s t  th e m  in  
o r d e r  of im p o r ta n c e  w ith  one ( 1) b e in g  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t ,  two 
(2) th e  s e c o n d  in  im p o r ta n c e  an d  so on. You m ig h t  c o n s id e r  
th in g s  su c h  a s  s iz e ,  lo c a t io n , r e p u ta t io n ,  c o s t ,  p h ilo so p h y , 
c o lle g e  h o u s in g , s e c u r i ty ,  e tc .

E x a m p le :
1. F r ie n d s  - m o s t  of m y  s o n 's  f r i e n d s  a t te n d  th is  c o lle g e .

You h a v e  now  c o m p le te d  the  q u e s t io n n a ir e .  P l e a s e  r e t u r n  i t  
im m e d ia te ly  in  th e  e n c lo s e d  s ta m p e d  s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  e n v e lo p e .

T h an k  y ou .
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A P P E N D IX  C

E x a m p le  of th e  C o v e r  L e t te r  S en t w ith  the  Q u e s t io n n a ire

(C O L L E G E  L E T T E R H E A D )

D e a r  P a r e n t :

You h a v e  b e e n  s e le c te d  a t  ra n d o m  f ro m  a  g ro u p  of p a r e n t s  to  b e  a  
p a r t i c ip a n t  in  a  s tu d y  d e s ig n e d  to  l e a r n  m o re  a b o u t y o u r  e x p e c ta tio n s  
of (c o lle g e  n a m e ) . T h e  a im  of th is  s tu d y  is  to  e x a m in e  th e  e x p e c ta tio n s  
of p a r e n t s  who h a v e  a  f r e s h m a n  so n  o r  d a u g h te r  e n ro l le d  in  one of 
f o u r  c o lle g e s  in  G ra n d  R a p id s , M ic h ig a n . B y re s p o n d in g  to  th e  e n ­
c lo s e d  q u e s t io n n a ir e  you w il l  a s s i s t  ( c o lle g e  n am e) in h a v in g  a  b e t t e r  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  of y o u r  e x p e c ta t io n s .

T h o m a s  E . D e s c h a in e ,  u n d e r  the  a u s p ic e s  of th e  D e p a r tm e n t  of 
C o u n se lin g  an d  P e r s o n n e l  a t  W e s te rn  M ic h ig a n  U n iv e rs i ty ,  i s  the  
s tu d y  d i r e c to r .  A lth o u g h  th e  s u rv e y  is  b e in g  c o n d u c te d  in d e p e n d e n t 
of (c o l le g e  n a m e ) , we a r e  g iv in g  h im  fu ll  c o o p e ra t io n .  T h e  f in a l  
r e s u l t s  w il l  be  s h a r e d  w ith  (c o lle g e  n a m e ) , th e r e f o r e  i t  w il l  b e n e f i t  
b o th  of u s  if  you  ta k e  a  few  m in u te s  to  re s p o n d  to  th e  q u e s tio n n a ir e .

If th e  s tu d y  is  to  b e  h e lp fu l  i t  is  im p o r ta n t  th a t  you  a n s w e r  e a c h  q u e s ­
tio n  a s  th o u g h tfu lly  a n d  f ra n k ly  a s  p o s s ib le .  T h e re  is  no r ig h t  o r  w ro n g  
r e s p o n s e  so  p l e a s e  s e le c t  th e  a n s w e r  w h ich  i s  c lo s e s t  to y o u r  e x p e c ta ­
t io n s  of (c o lle g e  n a m e ) . T o  i n s u r e  c o m p le te  c o n f id e n tia li ty  yo u  a r e  
n o t a s k e d  to r e v e a l  y o u r  n a m e  on the  q u e s tio n n a ir e .

I u rg e  you to  ta k e  a  few  m in u te s  to  r e s p o n d  to  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e .  F o r  
y o u r  c o n v e n ie n c e  a  s ta m p e d  s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  e n v e lo p e  is  e n c lo s e d .
Y o u r p a r t i c ip a t io n  is  n e e d e d  an d  w ill  b e  g r e a t ly  a p p re c ia te d .

S in c e re ly ,

S ig n ed  by a  C h ie f  A d m in is t r a to r
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E x a m p le  a n d  E x p la n a tio n  of th e  C o d ed  R e tu rn  E n v e lo p e

JL 607 R o b in so n  R o ad  S. E .
G r a n d  R a p id s , M ic h ig a n

D M S C 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0
1 6 0 7 R o b i n s o n R o

1 2 3 /. 5 6 7 8 9 0
G R A N D R A P I D

In  th e  r e t u r n  a d d r e s s  a  d o t a p p e a r in g  u n d e r  th e  1 of 1607 r e f e r r e d  

to  the  s tr o n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e , u n d e r  th e  6 r e f e r r e d  to  the  

m o d e r a te ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  c o lle g e , u n d e r  th e  0 r e f e r r e d  to  th e  s ta te  

s u p p o r te d  c o lle g e  an d  u n d e r  th e  7 to  the  c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e .

T h e  s e le c te d  sa m p le  o f 75 w a s  l i s te d  by n a m e  f o r  e a c h  o f  th e  

c o lle g e s  an d  n u m b e re d  1 th ro u g h  75. D o ts u n d e r  the  l e t t e r s  in  

R o b in so n  R o ad  a n d  G ra n d  R a p id s  w e re  u s e d  to id e n tify  the  in d iv id u a l  

r e s p o n d e n ts .  T h e  n u m b e r s  1 th ro u g h  10 a r e  s e r i a l l y  id e n t i f ie d  by  th e  

l e t t e r s  " R - O - B - I - N - S - O - N - R - O .  " T o id e n tify  r e s p o n d ­

e n ts  11 th ro u g h  75, th e  n u m b e r s  1 th ro u g h  10 a r e  s e r i a l l y  id e n t i f ie d  

b y " G - R - A - N - D - R - A - P - I - D .  " A d o t a p p e a r in g  u n d e r  a  

l e t t e r  in  " R o b in so n  R o "  in d ic a te d  th e  r e s p o n d e n t  h a d  a  n u m b e r  b e tw e e n  

1 an d  10 d e p e n d in g  u pon  th e  l e t t e r  u n d e r  w hich  th e  d o t a p p e a r e d .  A 

d o t a p p e a r in g  u n d e r  one of th e  l e t t e r s  in  "R o b in so n  R o "  w ith  a  c o r r e s ­

p o n d in g  d o t u n d e r  one of th e  l e t t e r s  in  "G ra n d  R a p id "  in d ic a te d  th e  

re s p o n d e n t  h a d  a  n u m b e r  b e tw e e n  11 an d  75 d ep en d in g  u p o n  th e  l e t t e r s
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u n d e r  w h ic h  th e  d o ts  a p p e a r e d .  F o r  re s p o n d e n ts  11 th ro u g h  75, a  d o t 

u n d e r  o n e  of th e  l e t t e r s  in  "R  - O -  B -  I -  N -  S -  O -  N -  R -  O " 

id e n t i f ie d  th e  te n s  c o lu m n  and  th e  d o t u n d e r  one of th e  l e t t e r s  in  

" G - R - A  - N -  D -  R -  A -  P -  I - D "  id e n t i f ie d  th e  o n e s  c o lu m n .

A s  a n  e x a m p le , a  d o t a p p e a r in g  o n ly  u n d e r  th e  l e t t e r  "b "  in  

"R o b in so n "  m e a n t  n u m b e r  3 on the  s a m p le  l i s t  of 75 h a d  r e s p o n d e d .

A d o t a p p e a r in g  u n d e r  th e  f i r s t  "o "  in  "R o b in so n "  an d  th e  " r "  in  

"G ra n d "  r e f e r r e d  to n u m b e r  22. A d o t u n d e r  the  " s "  in  "R o b in so n "  

an d  th e  "d "  in  "R a p id "  r e f e r r e d  to  n u m b e r  60.

On th e  e x a m p le  a b o v e  a  d o t u n d e r  the  "1 "  in d ic a te s  th e  r e s p o n d ­

e n t i s  a  p a r e n t  o f a  f r e s h m a n  s tu d e n t  in  the  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  

c o lle g e . A dot u n d e r  th e  "b "  in  "R o b in so n "  an d  u n d e r  th e  "d "  in  

" G ra n d "  id e n t i f ie s  th a t  the  r e t u r n  is  f ro m  n u m b e r  35. T h e r e f o r e  

r e f e r e n c e  is  m a d e  to  th e  sa m p le  l i s t  of th e  s tro n g ly  d e n o m in a tio n a l  

c o lle g e  an d  th e  n a m e  of th e  p e r s o n  n u m b e re d  35 i s  c h e c k e d  to  

in d ic a te  a  r e t u r n  of th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e .
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D e a r  P a r e n t :

R e c e n tly  you  r e c e iv e d  a  l e t t e r  a lo n g  w ith  a  q u e s t io n n a ir e  
e n ti t le d  " P a r e n t a l  Q u e s t io n n a ire  on C o lle g e  E x p e c ta t io n s .  " T h e  
l e t t e r  p la in e d  y o u  h a d  b e e n  s e le c te d  a t  r a n d o m  to  p a r t i c ip a te  in  
a  s tu d y  to  l e a r n  m o re  a b o u t y o u r  e x p e c ta t io n s  o f th e  c o lle g e  y o u r  
so n  o r  d a u g h te r  i s  a tte n d in g . I t  a ls o  s ta te d  y o u r  r e s p o n s e  w o u ld  b e  
v a lu a b le  to  th e  c o lle g e . To e n c o u ra g e  you to  re s p o n d ,  a  s ta m p e d  
s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  e n v e lo p e  w as  e n c lo s e d .

So f a r ,  I 'v e  h e a r d  f ro m  a b o u t f if ty  p e r c e n t  (50%) of th o se  who 
r e c e iv e d  th e  q u e s tio n n a ir e .  T h is  l e t t e r  i s  to  e n c o u ra g e  th e  o th e r  
f if ty  p e r c e n t  (50%) to  re s p o n d .  R e m e m b e r - - y o u r  r e s p o n s e  is  c o n ­
f id e n t ia l  an d  w il l  n o t be  r e v e a le d .  In  o r d e r  to  o b ta in  a n  a c c u r a te  
p ic tu r e ,  we n e e d  A L L  of you to  p a r t i c ip a te !

To th o se  of you  who h a v e  r e s p o n d e d ,  I th an k  y o u . T o  the  
r e m a in d e r ,  p le a s e  m a k e  y o u r  c o n tr ib u tio n  by ta k in g  a  few  m in u te s  
to  c o m p le te  th e  q u e s tio n n a ir e  an d  p la c e  i t  in  th e  s ta m p e d  s e lf -  
a d d r e s s e d  e n v e lo p e  th a t  w a s  r e c e n t ly  m a i le d  to  you . A lso , c h e ck  
th e  a p p ro p r ia te  bo x  an d  r e tu r n  th e  s ta m p e d  s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  p o s ta l  
c a rd .  T h an k  y ou .

S in c e r e ly  y o u r s ,

T h o m a s  E .  D e sc h a in e
S tudy  D i r e c to r
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I h a v e  r e tu r n e d  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e .

I a m  in  th e  p r o c e s s  o f c o m p le tin g  th e  q u e s tio n n a ir e  an d  you 
w ill  r e c e iv e  it  soon .

I h a v e  m is p la c e d  th e  o r ig in a l  q u e s t io n n a ir e ;  p le a s e  se n d  
a n o th e r .

S ig n a tu re ________________________________________________________

/___/
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