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C H A P T E R  I 

TH EO R Y  AND O B JE C T IV E S

In tro d u c t io n

The th e o r e t ic a l  c o n s t r u c t s  of A s p i r a t io n s  and  P la n s  have  

b e e n  o b je c ts  of e x te n s iv e  in v e s t ig a t io n  in  soc io logy , p sy ch o lo g y  

an d  educa tion . S tu d ie s  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  d e te r m in a n ts ,  c o r r e l a t e s  

and  p re d ic t iv e  v a lu e  of s tu d e n t s '  e d u c a t io n a l  a n d  o c c u p a tio n a l  

a s p i r a t io n s  an d  p la n s  a r e  a n d  h av e  b een  b a s e d  on the a s s u m p t io n  

th a t  th e s e  co n c e p ts  a r e  u s e fu l  p r e d i c t o r s  an d  in d ic a to r s  of 

b e h a v io r .

G iven a know ledge  of o th e r  c o n t in g e n c ie s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h a t a r e  

th e  e m p i r i c a l  v a lu e s  of a s p i r a t i o n s  an d  p la n s  in  f o r e c a s t in g  b e ­

h a v io r ?  D oes the  k n o w led g e  of an  in d iv id u a l 's  a s p i r a t io n s  and 

p la n s  p ro v id e  g r e a t e r  a c c u r a c y  in  f o r e c a s t in g  h is  b e h a v io r  than  

does  the a s s e s s m e n t  of o th e r  r e l e v a n t  v a r i a b l e s  ? If a s p i r a t io n s  

an d  p la n s  a r e  u s e fu l  p r e d i c t o r s ,  do they  add  to o r  o v e r la p  w ith  

the  p r e d ic t iv e  u t i l i ty  of o th e r  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s  in c lu d e d  in  

the  s a m e  th e o r e t ic a l  f r a m e w o r k ?  F o r  ex a m p le ,  do a s p i r a t io n s  

an d  p la n s  i n c r e a s e  f o r e c a s t in g  a b i l i ty  w hen  co u p led  w ith  s e lf -  

co n cep t  m e a s u r e s ,  p a r e n t a l  e x p e c ta t io n s ,  e tc .  ? Do the  p r e d i c ­

t iv e  v a lu es  of a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  p la n s  v a r y  depending  upon  o th e r

1
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v a r i a b l e s  w ith  w h ich  they  m a y  b e  i n t e r a c t in g ?  T h e s e  q u e s t io n s  

a r e  the  guiding r e s e a r c h  q u e s t io n s  of th is  s tudy , the a n s w e r s  to 

w h ich  p ro v id e  the  s u b s ta n c e  fo r  a c h ie v in g  th e  fo llow ing  th e o r e t ic a l  

o b je c t iv e s .

T h e o r e t i c a l  O b je c t iv e s

T he  th e o r e t ic a l  o r ie n ta t io n  of th is  s tudy , s e t  w ith in  th e  " s y m ­

b o lic  in te r a c t io n "  t ra d i t io n ,   ̂ in c lu d e s  th e  p r o p o s i t io n  th a t  v o lu n ­

t a r y  d e c is io n -m a k in g  b e h a v io r  i s  a  fu n c t io n  of " p e r c e iv e d  p ro b a b le  

o u tc o m e s  of s o c ia l  a c t s ,  " w hich  is  r e f e r r e d  to a s  the "co g n it iv e  

c o m p le t io n  of an  ac t .  " T h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  o b je c t iv e  of th is  s tudy  is  

to develop  an  e m p i r i c a l  b a s i s  f o r  a c c e p t in g  o r  r e je c t in g  th is  p r o p ­

o s i t io n  by  d e te rm in in g  if a  p e r s o n ' s  c o g n i t iv e  c o m p le t io n  of an  

a c t  (e. g. , w h e th e r  a s tu d en t  th in k s  he  w il l  d ro p  ou t of school)  is

fu n c t io n a lly  r e l a t e d  to h is  c o m p le t io n  of th a t  a c t  (e. g. , w h e th e r ,

2
in  fac t ,  he a c tu a l ly  does  d ro p  out). In p r i o r  r e s e a r c h  w hich  

p r o v id e s  the  founda tion  fo r  th is  s tudy , th is  o b je c t iv e  h a s  b een

T he  th e o r e t ic a l  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  th is  s tudy  is  d e r iv e d  f r o m  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of the  t h e o r e t ic a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  of G e o rg e  H e r ­
b e r t  M ead  a s  e la b o r a te d  by W ilbur B. B ro o k o v e r ,  E d s e l  L. 
E r i c k s o n  and  L e e  M. J o in e r .  T h e s e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  
an d  d i s c u s s e d  in  the R e la te d  L i t e r a t u r e  and  T h e o r e t i c a l  B a c k ­
g ro u n d  s e c t io n s  of th is  s tudy.

2
B ry a n ,  C l if fo rd  E .  , "T he  P r e d i c t i o n  of H igh Schoo l D ropou t.  " 

U n p u b lish ed  M a s t e r ' s  T h e s i s ,  W e s te rn  M ic h ig a n  U n iv e rs i ty ,  
K a la m a z o o ,  M ich ig an , 1969, P p . i i i  + 118.
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p a r t i a l l y  a c h iev ed .  T h is  p r e v io u s  w o rk ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  t a i l o r e d

to the  o ld  r u le  of k eep ing  . . a l l  v a r i a b l e s  c o n s ta n t  bu t one. "

2
T h is  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  h o w ev er ,  h e e d s  M o o d 's  s ta te m e n t  th a t  "One 

w e l l - d e s ig n e d  e x p e r im e n t ,  tak ing  a c c o u n t  of a l l  r e l e v a n t  f a c to r s ,  

i s  w o r th  d o zen s  o r  even  h u n d re d s  of e x p e r im e n ts  th a t  s tu d y  one 

f a c to r  a t  a  t im e  keep in g  th e  o th e r s  c o n s ta n t .  "

A ssu m in g  an  a f f i r m a t iv e  a n s w e r  to  the  f i r s t  o b je c t iv e ,  the  

s e c o n d  and  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  t h e o r e t i c a l  o b je c t iv e  of th is  s tudy  is  

to d e te r m in e  how an d  to  w h a t e x te n t  th e  cogn it ive  c o m p le t io n  of 

an  a c t ,  in  in te r a c t io n  w ith  o th e r  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a n d  s o c io ­

lo g ic a l  v a r i a b le s ,  a f fe c ts  the  c o m p le t io n  of th a t  a c t .  P r i o r  t h e o r ­

e t i c a l  an d  e m p i r i c a l  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  w o rk  le a d s  to the  c o n ­

c lu s io n  th a t  v a r io u s  c a te g o r ie s  of s e l f - c o n c e p ts  a n d  p e r c e p t io n s  

of o th e r s  a r e  r e l a t e d  to  b e h a v io r .  T hus ,  in  th i s  s tudy  a n  a t te m p t  

w il l  b e  m a d e  to a s s e s s  w h e th e r  an d  to w h a t ex te n t  th e  c o g n it iv e  

c o m p le t io n  of an  a c t  m a y  h av e  b e h a v io r a l  e f fe c ts  w h en  in  i n t e r ­

a c t io n  w ith  v a r io u s  co n d it io n s  of s e l f - c o n c e p t  and  p e r c e p t io n s  of 

o th e r s .  In q u e s t io n  fo rm ,  i s  t h e r e  a  v a r i a t io n  in the  e f fe c ts  of a  

c o g n it iv e  c o m p le t io n  of an  a c t  w h ich  i s  d ep en d en t  on c e r t a in  o th e r

1
B o tte n b e rg ,  R o b e r t  A. , a n d  W ard , J o e  H. J .  , A p p lied  

M u lt ip le  L in e a r  R e g r e s s io n .  L a c k la n d  A i r  F o r c e  B a se :  A i r  
F o r c e  S y s te m s  C o m m an d , 1963, P .  v iii .

2
ibid.
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4

co g n it io n s  of th e  s e l f  a n d  of the  w o r ld ?

T he  th i r d  an d  f in a l  t h e o r e t i c a l  o b je c t iv e  of th i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  

is  to d e te r m in e  to  w h a t  ex te n t  c o g n it iv e  co m p le t io n s  of a c t s  a r e  

m o d if ie d  in  th e i r  im p a c t  by s o c io lo g ic a l  and p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c o n ­

te x ts .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  do s o c io e c o n o m ic  f a c to r s  an d  m e a s u r e d  i n ­

te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s  a f f e c t  th e  in f lu e n c e s  of an  in d iv id u a l 's  co g n it iv e  

c o m p le t io n s  of a c t s  ? In th is  m a n n e r ,  then , i t  is  hoped  th a t  the  

t h e o r e t i c a l  im p o r ta n c e  of a s p i r a t i o n s  an d  p la n s ,  a s  r e l a t e d  to 

o th e r  so c io lo g ic a l ,  p s y c h o lo g ic a l ,  an d  s o c ia l -p s y c h o lo g ic a l  v a r i ­

a b le s ,  s h a l l  b e  e m p i r i c a l l y  e s ta b l i s h e d .

In th e  s e c t io n  d e a l in g  w ith  R e la te d  L i t e r a t u r e  and  R e s e a r c h ,  

th e  e f fe c ts  of m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  so c io lo g ic a l ,  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  and  

s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s  upon a s p i r a t i o n s  and  p la n s  and  h igh  

sch o o l d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r  a r e  e x a m in e d  in  g r e a t e r  d e ta i l ;  but fo r  

the  p u r p o s e  of c o n s t r u c t in g  a  c o m p re h e n s iv e  m o d e l  fo r  the s tudy  

of c o m p le x  b e h a v io r ,  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  f a c to r s  a r e  e n u m e ra te d  in  

th is  p a r t  of th e  d i s c u s s io n .  It i s  p r o p o s e d  th a t  th e s e  d i f f e r e n t  f a c ­

t o r s  m a y  b e  s u b s u m e d  u n d e r  t h r e e  m a jo r  c a te g o r ie s :  p e r s o n  v a r ­

ia b le s ,  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s ,  and  so c ia l  co n tex t  c o n t in ­

g e n c ie s .

T he  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  m o d e l  i s  p r e s e n t e d  in  F i g u r e  1. 1. T h is
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5
F IG U R E 1. 1 - - C o m p r e h e n s iv e  t h e o r e t i c a l  m o d e l:  v a r i a b l e s  r e l e ­
van t to  f o re c a s t in g  h igh  s c h o o l  d ro p o u t  w ith  th e  m u l t ip le  l i n e a r

r e g r e s s i o n  a p p r o a c h

Y a = ( P '  Sp. S^)

W here:

P  = W ithin P e r s o n  V a r ia b le s

1. E d u c a t io n a l  V a lu e s  f o r  S e lf
a. E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  (E d  PI)
b. E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  (E d  Asp)

2. G e n e r a l  V a lu e s  f o r  Se lf
a . O c c u p a t io n a l  P l a n s  (O cc  PI)
b. O c c u p a t io n a l  A s p i r a t i o n s  (O cc Asp)

3. A c a d e m ic  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
a. M e a s u r e d  In te l l ig e n c e  S c o r e s  (IQ)
b. A c a d e m ic  A c h ie v e m e n t  (GPA)
c. G e n e r a l  s e l f - c o n c e p t  of a c a d e m ic  a b i l i ty  (SCA)

Sp = S o c ia l -p s y c h o lo g ic a l  V a r ia b le s

1. F a m i ly  n o r m s
a . P e r c e i v e d  p a r e n t a l  e x p e c ta t io n s  - e d u c a t io n a l  

a t ta in m e n t  (P P E x )
b. P e r c e i v e d  p a r e n t a l  e v a lu a t io n s  - s tu d e n t 's  

a b i l i ty  (P P E v )
c. P a r e n t a l  r e a c t i o n s  to  good r e p o r t  c a r d s
d. P a r e n t a l  r e a c t i o n s  to  p o o r  r e p o r t  c a r d s

2. T e a c h e r  n o r m s
a. P e r c e i v e d  t e a c h e r  e x p e c ta t io n s  (P T E x)
b. P e r c e i v e d  t e a c h e r  e v a lu a t io n s  (P T E v )

3. P e e r  n o r m s
a. P e r c e i v e d  F r i e n d ' s  e x p e c ta t io n s  (P F E x )
b. P e r c e i v e d  F r i e n d ' s  e v a lu a t io n s  (P F E v )
c. P o p u la r i ty  w ith  s a m e  sex
d. P o p u la r i ty  w ith  o p p o s i te  se x

S^ = S o c ia l  C o n tex t  C o n t in g e n c ie s

1. F a m i l i a l
a. S o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s
b. In ta c t  o r  in c o m p le te  f a m ily  m a r i t a l  s ta tu s
c. N u m b e r  of s ib l in g s  in  h o m e

2. School
a. S o c io e c o n o m ic  c l im a te
b. A c a d e m ic  c l im a te
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f ig u r e  i s  a  m o d if ic a t io n  of e x te n s io n s  of w o rk  by  M c G u ire  an d

2 3
W h ite s id e  as  p r e s e n t e d  by  K e lly  a n d  a s s o c i a t e s .  The q u a s i -

m a th e m a t ic a l  eq u a tio n  sho u ld  r e a d :  T h e  p r e d ic t e d  b e h a v io r  of 

in d iv id u a l  "a "  (Y^) i s  a  fu n c tio n  of h is  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

(P ),  s o c ia l -p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  (Sp), an d  c h a r a c t e r i s ­

t i c s  of the  co n tex t (S^).

S in ce  th is  i s  one of the  f i r s t  s tu d ie s  to  u s e  a  m u l t ip le  v a r ia b le ,  

i n t e r a c t io n  d e s ig n  in  f o r e c a s t in g  d ro p o u t  w ith  a s p i r a t i o n s  and  

p la n s ,  one of the  l im i ta t io n s  of th is  p r o je c t  i s  th a t  th e  v a r i a b l e s  

s e le c te d  f o r  a n a ly t ic a l  p u r p o s e s  m a y  no t be the  m o s t  r e l e v a n t  

v a r i a b l e s  th a t  be long  w ith in  e a c h  c a te g o ry .  T h e s e  a r e  u n iv e r s a l  

q u e s t io n s ,  the r e s o lu t io n  of w h ich  can n o t  be b ro u g h t  abou t by  th is  

s tudy. T he  r e la t io n s h ip s  w il l  be  s p e c i f ie d  in  g r e a t e r  d e ta i l  in  

th o se  c h a p te r s  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  m e th o d o lo g y  an d  f in d in g s ;  bu t the  

fo llow ing  m o d e l  i s  p ro v id e d  fo r  i l l u s t r a t i v e  p u r p o s e s .

^M cQ uire ,  C . , "T h e  T ex tow n  S tudy of A d o le s c e n c e .  " T e x a s  
J o u r n a l  of S c ie n c e , I (A p r i l  1956), 264-274 .

2
W h ite s id e ,  R. , " D im e n s io n s  of T e a c h e r  E v a lu a t io n  of A c a ­

d e m ic  A c h ie v e m e n t .  " U n p u b lish ed  d o c to r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  T h e  
U n iv e r s i ty  of T e x a s ,  A u s tin ,  T e x a s ,  1964. P p . v -1 3 9 .

3
K elly ,  F r a n c i s  J .  ; B oggs ,  D onald  L. ; M cN eil ,  K e i th  A. ; 

E i c h e lb e r g e r ,  Tony; an d  Lyon, Ju d y ,  M u lt ip le  R e g r e s s io n  
A p p ro a c h ,  C a rb o n d a le  and  E d w a rd s  v i l le :  S o u th e rn  I l l in o is  U ni­
v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 . P p .  6-7 .
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In th e  t a s k  o f p r e d ic t in g  c o m p le x  b e h a v io r  such  a s  v o lu n ta ry  

h ig h  sch o o l  d ro p o u t,  a  n u m b e r  of a s p e c t s  of the  s i tu a t io n  shou ld  

be  in v e s t ig a te d .  T h e  f i r s t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  th a t  m ig h t  be  e x a m in e d  

a r e  th o s e  r e l a t e d  to the c r i t e r i o n  of d ro p o u t.  M any in v e s t ig a to r s  

h av e  fo c u s e d  on n o tio n s  r e g a r d in g  r e le v a n t  h u m an  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

(P) n e e d e d  fo r  a c a d e m ic  s u c c e s s ,  e. g. , a r e  low s c o r e s  on i n t e l l i ­

g e n c e  m e a s u r e s ,  r e a d in g  t e s t s  and  a c a d e m ic  a b i l i ty  a s  in d ic a te d  

by  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e s  c o n t r ib u t iv e  to d ro p o u t?  What a r e  the  

co n d it io n s  (S^) s u r ro u n d in g  d e c is io n s  to v o lu n ta r i ly  w ith d ra w  f r o m  

s c h o o l?  A re  so m e  sc h o o ls  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  c e r t a in  k inds  of 

s o c ia l  an d  a c a d e m ic  c l im a te s  th a t  in flu en c e  g r e a t e r  d ro p o u t  r a t e s  ? 

A r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  s o c ia l  c l a s s  b a c k g ro u n d s  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  v a r i a ­

t io n s  in  d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r  ? A r e  t h e r e  c e r t a in  s o c ia l -p s y c h o lo g ic a l  

v a r i a b l e s  (S^) th a t  a r e  of g r e a t e r  u t i l i ty  in  f o r e c a s t in g  h igh  sch o o l  

d ro p o u t  ? How do th e  e x p e c ta t io n s  of o th e r s  f o r  a  s tu d e n t 's  a c a ­

d e m ic  a t t a in m e n t  an d  the  e v a lu a t io n s  of the s tu d e n t 's  a b i l i ty  a s  

p e r c e i v e d  by th e  s tu d e n t  of h i s  p a r e n t s ,  f r i e n d s ,  and  t e a c h e r s  

a c c o u n t  f o r  v a r i a t io n s  in  d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r ?  G r e a t e r  f a m i l i a r i t y  

w ith  th e  u n iv a r ia te  r e s e a r c h  a s  w e ll  a s  w ith  m u l t i v a r i a t e  s tu d ie s  

sh o u ld  p ro v id e  a d d i t io n a l  s u g g e s t io n s  r e g a rd in g  th e  r e le v a n t  v a r i ­

a b le s  th a t  m a y  a c c o u n t  f o r  su ch  co m p lex  b e h a v io r  a s  th a t  of 

v o lu n ta ry  h igh  sc h o o l  w i th d ra w a l .

It m ig h t  th e n  be  co n c lu d e d  th a t  h igh  sch o o l d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r
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i s  r e l a t e d  to (1) E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  (E d  P I);  (2) E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a ­

t io n s  (E d  A sps) ;  (3) S e l f -C o n c e p t  of A c a d e m ic  A b il i ty  (SCA); (4) 

M e a s u r e d  In te l l ig e n c e  S c o r e s  (IQ); (5) S o c io e c o n o m ic  S ta tu s  (SES); 

and  (6) A c a d e m ic  A c h ie v e m e n t  (GPA). T h is  c a n  be c a s t  a s :

= (E d  P I ,  E d  A sp s ,  SCA, IQ, SES, GPA)

W here: = p r e d i c t e d  b e h a v io r  of h ig h  schoo l d ro p o u t

In th e  p r e d ic t iv e  e q u a tio n ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e  fu n c t io n s  of th e  d if ­

f e r e n t  v a r i a b le s  h a v e  n o t b e e n  s p e c if ie d .  A s  a n  e m p i r i c a l  q u e s ­

tion , i t  m ig h t  be a s s u m e d  th a t  the  a c t  of v o lu n ta r i ly  w ith d ra w in g  

f ro m  schoo l i s  due to  a  c u m u la t iv e  q u a l i ty  o f th e  s ix  w e ig h ted  

v a r i a b l e s  (an  a d d i t iv e  func tion ) .  T h is  w ou ld  b e  s ta te d  as :

Yt = a j E d  P I  + a 2 E d  A sp s  + a^SCA + . . . a^G PA  

T h e  w e ig h ts  a j .  . . a ^  m ig h t  be r a t io n a l ly  c h o se n  o r  e m p i r i c a l ly  

d e r iv e d  u s ing  a  l e a s t  s q u a r e s  so lu t io n  o r  so m e  o th e r  so lu tion . 

K now ledge of p a s t  r e s e a r c h ,  h o w e v e r ,  m a y  s u g g e s t  th a t  the  a d d i ­

t iv e  func tion  i s  n o t  c o m p le te ly  a d e q u a te .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  i t  m a y  be 

co n c lu d ed  th a t  a c a d e m ic  a b i l i ty  i s  g e o m e t r i c a l ly  in v e r s e ly  r e l a t e d  

to d ro p o u t,  e. g. , g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e s  in  th e  v e r y  h igh  and  the  

m id d le  r a n g e s  m a y  no t be p r e d i c t iv e  w h ile  th o se  w hich  r a n g e  f ro m  

the  m id d le  to the  v e r y  low  a r e  p r e d ic t iv e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  m ig h t  

be  e x p e c te d  th a t  E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  an d  l e v e l s  of S e l f -C o n c e p t  of 

A c a d e m ic  A b il i ty  i n t e r a c t  su ch  th a t  if  one f e e l s  th a t  he h a s  a  low 

le v e l  of a c a d e m ic  a b i l i ty ,  he  m a y  a n t ic ip a te  a  low le v e l  of a t t a in -
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m e n t  in the e d u c a t io n a l  s y s te m .  T h e s e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  c a n  be 

r e f l e c t e d  by  in c lu d in g  a  s q u a re d  fu n c t io n  of G PA  an d  a  m u l t i p l i c a ­

t iv e  fu n c tio n  of E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  and  S e lf -C o n c e p t  of A c a d e m ic  

A b il i ty  (Ed  P I  * SCA). T h e  ex p an d ed  eq u a tio n  w ould  be:

Y|. = a j E d  P I  + a 2 E d  A sp  + agSCA + a^IQ  + ag C P A  + agSES + 

a 7 (GPA)^ + a g (E d  P I  » SCA)

T h e o re t ic a l ly ,  if  the  two new  v a r i a b l e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  the  fu n c ­

t io n a l  r e la t io n s h ip  m o r e  a d e q u a te ly ,  th en  th e  p r e d ic t e d  b e h a v io r  

of d ro p o u t  (Y^) sh o u ld  be v e r y  c lo s e  to  th e  a c tu a l  b e h a v io r  ( Y j ,  

th u s  p ro d u c in g  only  a  s m a l l  a m o u n t  of e r r o r  in  th e  p r e d ic t io n .

One of the m a j o r  p r o b le m s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  to d e te r m in e  w hich  

of the  two m a jo r  c o n c e p ts ,  i. e. , E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t i o n s  o r  E d u c a ­

t io n a l  P la n s ,  h a s  e m p i r i c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  b e in g  in c lu d e d  in  the  f in a l  

th e o r e t ic a l  and  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  m o d e l .  T h is  co u ld  only  be d e t e r ­

m in e d  by em ploy ing  in te r  c o r  r e l a t io n a l  an d  f a c to r  a n a ly s e s  a f t e r  

the  d a ta  have b e e n  c o l le c te d .  T he c h a p te r  d e a l in g  w ith  f ind ings  

a s  w e ll  a s  the  f in a l  c h a p te r  w il l  m o r e  fu lly  d e p ic t  the  t h e o r e t ic a l  

m o d e l  w hich  e m e r g e s  f r o m  th e s e  a n a ly s e s .  In th e  f in d in g s  c h a p te r ,  

th o se  v a r i a b le s  w h ich  a r e  no t in c lu d e d  in  th e  f in a l  m o d e l ,  i. e. , 

th o se  found to be  e i t h e r  re d u n d a n t  o r  of doubtfu l u t i l i ty ,  w i l l  a l s o  

b e  p r e s e n te d .
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R e s e a r c h  O b je c t iv e s

In o r d e r  to a c h ie v e  th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  o b je c t iv e s ,  th e  co g n it iv e  

c o m p le t io n s  of a c t s  a s  s ta t e d  by h igh  sch o o l s tu d e n ts  s h a l l  be e m ­

p lo y e d  to  f o r e c a s t  th e  a c tu a l  c o m p le t io n s  of th e se  a c ts .  In th i s  

c a s e ,  the  c o g n it iv e  c o m p le t io n s  of an  a c t  r e f e r s  to  bo th  a n t i c ip a ­

t io n s  of an d  w is h e s  f o r  w ith d ra w in g  f r o m  o r  g ra d u a t in g  f r o m  h igh  

schoo l.

A s w il l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  in  the  s e c t io n  on r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e ,  the  

c o n s t r u c t  of " p la n s "  a p p r o x im a te s  w hat i s  m e a n t  by the "c o g n it iv e  

c o m p le t io n  of an  a c t .  " A s w il l  be d i s c u s s e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  

m a n y  p r o b le m s  r e g a r d in g  w h e th e r  the a n t ic ip a t io n  of an  a c t  r e f e r s  

to the  s a m e  p h e n o m e n a  a s  d o es  the  d e s i r e  f o r  an  a c t .  In  m a n y  

s tu d ie s ,  a  p e r s o n ' s  a s p i r a t i o n s  (d e s i r e s )  fo r  the  c o m p le t io n  of a n  

a c t  a r e  no t c l e a r ly  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  f r o m  h is  a c tu a l  a n t ic ip a t io n s  th a t  

th e  g iv e n  ev en t  w il l ,  in  fa c t ,  o c c u r .  T h e  th e o r e t ic a l  p e r s p e c t iv e  

of th is  s tudy  p r o v id e s  the  b a s i s  fo r  th e  p r o p o s i t io n  th a t  p e r c e iv e d  

p r o b a b le  o u tc o m e s  a r e  f a c t o r s  th a t  a r e  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  d e s i r e d  o u t ­

c o m e s .  A lthough  a s p i r a t i o n s  an d  p la n s  m a y  s o m e t im e s  be d e p e n ­

d en t  on one a n o th e r  a n d  c o n se q u e n t ly  s im i l a r  in  o b je c t iv e s  an d  

fu n c t io n s  f o r  a n  in d iv id u a l,  t h e s e  c o n s t r u c t s  a r e  by d e f in it io n  d i f ­

f e r e n t  in  c o n ten t  an d  c a n  b e  d i f f e re n t  in  t h e i r  fu n c t io n s  a s  r e l a t e d  

to  b e h a v io r .
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A r e l a t e d  p r o p o s i t io n  s t a t e s  th a t  i f  v o lu n ta ry  d e c is io n -m a k in g  

b e h a v io r  i s  a  fu n c t io n  of a s p i r a t i o n s ,  th e s e  a s p i r a t i o n s  function  

w ith in  o n e 's  a n t ic ip a t io n  of th e  fu tu r e .  A lthough  m a n y  s o c io lo g is ts ,  

p s y c h o lo g is t s  a n d  e d u c a to r s  h av e  co n ten d ed  th a t  s tu d e n t  p la n s  and  

a s p i r a t i o n s  a r e  im p o r t a n t  d e te r m in a n ts  of e d u c a t io n a l  a n d  v o c a ­

t io n a l  c h o ic e s ,  on ly  r e c e n t ly  h a s  w o rk  b e e n  done to e m p i r ic a l ly  

t e s t  th e s e  a s s e r t i o n s .  E v e n  though  s tu d en t  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  p la n s  an d  

h igh  sch o o l d ro p o u t  h av e  b e e n  the  to p ic s  fo r  m a n y  s tu d ie s  and  of 

m u c h  s p e c u la t io n ,  few  s tu d ie s  h a v e  e x a m in e d  a l l  t h r e e  v a r i a b le s .

A n u m b e r  of r e a s o n s  m a y  be  a t t r i b u t e d  to the d e a r th  of r e ­

s e a r c h  r e la t in g  p la n s  an d  a s p i r a t i o n s  to d ro p o u t.  T h e  s h e e r  d iff i­

cu lty  of o b ta in in g  s e q u e n t ia l  d a ta  on s tu d e n ts  m a y  e x p la in  why 

m o s t  s tu d ie s  o n  a s p i r a t i o n s  and  p la n s  h av e  b e e n  c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l  

a p p r o a c h e s .  A m a j o r  c r i t i c i s m  of m u c h  p a s t  r e s e a r c h  on a s p i r a ­

t io n s  an d  p la n s  i s  th a t  th e s e  c o n c e p ts  h av e  u s u a l ly  b e e n  a s s o c ia te d  

w ith  o th e r  s e l f - r e p o r t  m e a s u r e s  c o n c e rn in g  a t t i tu d e s ,  p e r c e p t io n s  

of p a r e n ta l  in f lu e n c e ,  s u b je c t ' s  r e s p o n s e s  to s o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  

q u e s t io n s ,  e tc .  S in c e  su c h  h y p o th e s iz e d  c r i t e r i o n  v a r i a b l e s  a r e  

c o l le c te d  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  th a t  the  le v e l s  of a s p i r a t i o n s  an d  p la n s  

a r e  a s s e s s e d ,  the  d a ta  m a y  h av e  su ch  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  l im i ta t io n s  

a s  r e s p o n s e  s e t ,  in d e p e n d e n c e  of d a ta ,  e tc .  V e ry  few  s tu d ie s  

h av e  u s e d  an  in d e p e n d e n t ly  o b s e r v e d  b e h a v io r a l  ev e n t  w h ich  o c c u r s  

a f t e r  the  c o l le c t io n  of d a ta  on  a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  p la n s .
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A n o th e r  p r o b le m  in v e s t i g a to r s  m a y  e n c o u n te r  i s  th a t  of c o l ­

le c t in g  d a ta  on s tu d en t  d ro p o u ts ,  e. g. , d i s t in g u is h in g  v o lu n ta ry  

d ro p o u ts  f ro m  th o se  who h av e  b e e n  a d m in i s t r a t i v e ly  ex c lu d ed  

f r o m  school,  s tu d e n ts  who le f t  b e c a u s e  o f i l l n e s s ,  e tc .  A n o th e r  

d iff icu lty  c o n c e r n s  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  th o s e  who d ro p  out a t 

h ig h e r  an d  lo w e r  le v e l s  of h igh  schoo l:  th o s e  who q u it  a t  the  n in th  

g r a d e  le v e l  m a y  te n d  to  be o v e r - a g e d  in  c o m p a r i s o n  to g ra d e  le v e l  

p e e r s  w h ile  e le v e n th  an d  tw e lf th  g r a d e  d ro p o u ts  m a y  not. A re  

t h e r e  o th e r  r e le v a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s ?  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  p a s t  r e s e a r c h  

h a s  n o t ten d ed  to d ea l  w ith  v a r i a t io n s  in  d ro p o u t  e i t h e r  by g ra d e  

le v e l  o r  w ith in  g r a d e  le v e ls .

In th is  s tudy, s e v e r a l  of th e s e  m a j o r  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  p r o b ­

l e m s  have  b een  c i r c u m v e n te d .  T h e  f i r s t  p r o b le m  d i s c u s s e d  w as  

th a t  of d a ta  co l lec tio n :  in  th is  s tu d y  th e  d a ta  u s e d  to  f o r e c a s t  the  

d ep en d en t v a r i a b le  o f d ro p o u t  w e r e  a c q u i r e d  p r i o r  to th e  o c c u r ­

r e n c e  of the  a c t .  S ince  the  r e l e v a n t  v a r i a b l e s  a r e  to be u s e d  to 

p r e d i c t  b e h a v io r  in  the  s e n s e  of a c tu a l ly  f o r e c a s t in g  s o c ia l  e v e n ts ,  

th is  s tudy  is  no t of the  p o s t - h o c  v a r ie ty .

An a d d i t io n a l  m a jo r  a d v a n ta g e  of th is  p r o j e c t  c o n c e rn s  the  

r e l i a b i l i t y  and v a l id i ty  of th e  m a j o r  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s .  T r a d i ­

t io n a l ly ,  the  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s  of a s p i r a t i o n s  an d  p la n s  h ave  

b e e n  u s e d  sy n o n y m o u s ly  an d  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the  s a m e  k in d s
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of p e r s o n a l i ty  a t t r i b u t e s .  S e v e r a l  of the m o r e  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s \  

h o w e v e r ,  h av e  in d ic a te d  th a t  the  c o n c e p ts  of a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  p la n s  

m a y  be s e p a r a te  f a c t o r s ,  i. e. , i t e m s  w hich  a s k  in d iv id u a ls  to 

in d ic a te  th e i r  d e s i r e s  and  w is h e s  m a y  m e a s u r e  d i f f e re n t  p h e n o m ­

en a  th a n  do i t e m s  w h ich  a s k  p e r s o n s  to  s ta te  w h a t  they  r e a l ly  e x -  

p e c t  to  do in the  fu tu re .  In a  r e c e n t  in v e s t ig a t io n  , i t  w a s  d e m o n ­

s t r a t e d  th a t  (1) the  c o n c e p ts  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  and  E d u c a t io n a l  

A s p i r a t io n s  a r e  m u tu a l ly  e x c lu s iv e ;  (2) E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  a r e  

b e t t e r  p r e d i c t o r s  of d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r ;  and  (3) w hen bo th  c o n c e p ts  

a r e  s im u l ta n e o u s ly  em p lo y ed ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  to  b e  a n  in te r a c t iv e  

e f fe c t  th a t  e n h a n c e s  the p r e d ic t io n  of d ropou t.  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  w a s

^ B ro o k o v e r ,  W ilb u r  B. , E r i c k s o n ,  E d s e l  L. , and  J o in e r ,
L e e  M. , " E d u c a tio n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  in  R e la ­
tio n  to A c a d e m ic  A c h ie v e m e n t  an d  S o c io eco n o m ic  S ta tu s .  " T h e  
S choo l R e v ie w , LXXV (W in te r  1967), 392-400. B e n n e tt ,  W ill iam
S. J r .  , an d  G is t ,  N oe l P .  , " C la s s  and  F a m i ly  In f lu e n c e s  on S tu ­
den t A s p i ra t io n s .  " S o c ia l  F o r c e s , X LIII  (D e c e m b e r  1964), 167- 
173. S tep h en so n ,  R ic h a r d  M. , "M ob ili ty  O r ie n ta t io n  a n d  S t r a t i f i ­
c a t io n  of 1000 N in th  G r a d e r s .  " A m e r ic a n  S o c io lo g ic a l  R ev iew , 
XXXVI (A p ri l  1957), 2 04 -212 . W ein e r ,  M ax an d  M u r r a y ,  W a lte r ,  
"A n o th e r  Look  a t  th e  C u l tu r a l ly  D e p r iv e d  a n d  T h e i r  L e v e l  of A s p i ­
ra t io n .  " J o u r n a l  of E d u c a t io n a l  S o c io lo g y , XXXVI (1963), 319- 
321. H a l le r ,  A rc h ib a ld  O. , an d  Sew ell,  W il l ia m  H. , " O c c u p a t io n a l  
C h o ic e s  of W isc o n s in  F a r m  B oys. " R u r a l  S o c io lo g y , XXXII (M a rc h  
1967), 37-55 . B ry a n ,  op. c i t .  P o r t e r ,  J .  R ic h a rd ,  " P re d ic t in g  
V o ca tio n a l  P la n s  of H igh  School S e n io r  B oys . " T he  P e r s o n n e l  an d  
G u id a n c e  J o u rn a l ,  XXXI (D e c e m b e r  1954), 215-218 . Y o u m an s ,  E . 
G ra n t ,  "O ccu p a tio n a l  E x p e c ta t io n s  of T w elf th  G ra d e  M ich ig an  
B o y s . " J o u r n a l  of E x p e r im e n ta l  E d u c a t io n , XXIV (Ju n e  1956), 
295-271 .

2
B ry a n ,  op. c it.
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c o n c lu d ed  th a t  a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  p la n s  a r e  s e p a r a t e  c o n s t r u c t s  w hich  

h av e  a d d it iv e  t h e o r e t i c a l  u t i l i ty  in  the  ex p lan a t io n  of c a r e e r  b e h a v ­

io r .  F r o m  th e s e  f in d in g s ,  a  q u e s t io n  h a s  b e e n  f o rm u la te d  in the 

c u r r e n t  s tudy w h ich  a s k s  w h e th e r  know ledge  of th e se  two c o n ­

s t r u c t s  w ould  h a v e  a d d i t iv e  t h e o r e t i c a l  and  e m p i r i c a l  v a lu e s  w hen  

u s e d  w ith  o th e r  v a r i a b l e s  th a t  h av e  b e e n  d raw n  f ro m  the  s a m e  

th e o r e t ic a l  f r a m e w o r k .

In th i s  p r o je c t ,  c o n c e p tu a l  c l a r i f i c a t io n s  w h ich  d ea l  w ith  two 

s e p a r a t e  p h e n o m e n a  a r e  em p lo y e d  to t e s t  h y p o th e se s  ab o u t the  

r e l a t io n s h ip s  b e tw e e n  th e  co g n it iv e  an d  th e  a c tu a l  c o m p le t io n s  of 

a  s o c ia l  a c t .  T h e  f i r s t  c o n s t r u c t ,  w h ich  d e a ls  w ith  cogn itive  a n t i ­

c ip a t io n s  f o r  the c o m p le t io n  of an  a c t ,  i s  d e s ig n a te d  a s  an  E d u c a ­

tio n a l  P la n .  T he  s e c o n d  c o n s t r u c t ,  t e r m e d  an  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a ­

tion , c o n c e rn s  c o g n i t iv e  f a n t a s i e s  o r  d e s i r e d  o u tc o m e s  of b e h a v io r .

A s u s e d  in  th is  s tudy , bo th  co g n i t iv e ly  d e s i r e d  and a n t ic ip a te d  

c o m p le t io n s  of a n  a c t  r e f e r  to  g r a d e  l e v e l s  in  the schoo l s y s t e m  

w hich  th e  in d iv id u a l  s tu d e n ts  bo th  p la n  a n d  a s p i r e  to a c h ie v e .  T he  

a c tu a l  o b s e r v e d  c o m p le t io n  of the  a c t  w il l  be  th a t  of d ropp ing  out 

of o r  g ra d u a t in g  f r o m  h ig h  schoo l.

M any  of th e  s h o r tc o m in g s  of p r e d ic t iv e  s tu d ie s  th a t  have  b e e n  

id e n t i f ie d  by  T r a v e r s ^  h a v e  b e e n  ta k e n  in to  a c c o u n t  in  d es ig n in g

^ T r a v e r s ,  R o b e r t  M. W. , A n In tro d u c t io n  to E d u c a t io n a l  R e ­
s e a r c h .  New Y ork: T he  M a c M il la n  Co. , 1965, P p .  356-368.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



15

th i s  p r o je c t .  S ince  a l l  of the  d e te r m in a n ts  of any b e h a v io ra l  even t 

a r e  l a r g e ly  o b s c u re ,  i t  i s  s a id  th a t  p r e d ic t iv e  s tu d ie s  sh o u ld  focus  

on the  u s e  of in d iv id u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  v a r i a b l e s .  In o r d e r  f o r  

a  phenom enon  to be p r e d ic t a b l e ,  the  d e te r m in a n ts  m u s t  e x is t  in 

so m e  w e l l - id e n t i f ie d  a n d  m e a s u r a b l e  f o r m  a t  the  t im e  w h en  the  

p r e d ic t io n  is  m a d e .  If a l l  d e t e r m in a n t s  canno t be  id e n t i f ie d  to 

m a k e  p e r f e c t  p r e d ic t io n s ,  th e  p a r t i a l  d e te r m in a n ts  n e e d  e x i s t  in  

an  id e n tif ia b le  f o r m  to m a k e  p a r t i a l  p r e d ic t io n s .  S ince  th is  i s  one 

of the  f i r s t  m u lt ip le  r e g r e s s i o n  a p p r o a c h e s  in  the  fo r e c a s t in g  of 

h igh  sch o o l s tu d e n t  d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r ,  one l im i ta t io n  of th is  s tudy  

i s  th a t  the  v a r i a b le s  th a t  a r e  ta k e n  in to  a c c o u n t  m a y  be  s e e n  a s  

be ing  m e r e ly  su g g e s t iv e  of th o s e  w h ich  m ig h t  be  a p p r o p r ia t e  to 

the  t h r e e  m a jo r  c a te g o r i e s  o f  p e r s o n ,  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  an d  

s o c ia l  co n tex t v a r i a b le s .  T h e  f a c t o r s  w h ich  h av e  b e e n  s e le c te d ,  

h o w e v e r ,  a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of th o s e  w hich  have  r e c e iv e d  the 

m o s t  e x te n s iv e  t r e a t m e n t  in  th e  s o c ia l  s c ie n c e  l i t e r a t u r e  p e r t in e n t  

to the top ic  of th is  s tudy.

A n o th e r  im p o r ta n t  c o n s id e ra t io n  f o r  p r e d ic t io n  is  th a t  the 

cond it ion  to  b e  p r e d i c t e d  m u s t  r e p r e s e n t  a  w e l l -d e f in e d  p h e n o m ­

enon and , if  p o s s ib le ,  th a t  i t  r e p r e s e n t  a  m e a s u r a b l e  v a r i a b le .  ^

O ften, the  d i s c o v e ry  of a  s ig n i f ic a n t  a n d  w e l l - d e f in e d  v a r i a b l e  to

H oc. cit. , p . 361.
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f o r e c a s t  i s  the  m a j o r  d if f icu l ty  in  the  d e v e lo p m e n t  of a  p r e d ic t iv e  

s tudy . Y et a n o th e r  cond it ion  th a t  m u s t  b e  e s ta b l i s h e d  b e f o re  a  

p r e d ic t iv e  s tudy  can  be  u n d e r ta k e n  is  th a t  the  p h en o m en o n  to  be 

p r e d ic t e d  m u s t  be  h o m o g en eo u s  in  i t s  c a u s e s ,  i. e. , i t  a lw ay s  h a s  

th e  s a m e  c a u s e s .  M any  s tu d ie s ,  a s  w il l  be d i s c u s s e d ,  p r e s e n t  

r a t h e r  e x h a u s t iv e  l i s t s  of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d  a t t r i b u t e s  c o m m o n  

to h igh  schoo l d ro p o u ts .  T he  a m o u n t  of a t te n t io n  g iv en  to th is  

i s s u e  by both  s c h o la r s  an d  la y m e n  w ould  in d ic a te  th a t  th is  i s  a 

v a r ia b le  th a t  i s  bo th  s ig n if ic a n t  an d  f a i r l y  w e l l -d e f in e d .  In th is  

p r o je c t ,  th o se  o th e r  v a r i a b l e s  w h ich  h av e  b e e n  p r e v io u s ly  d e m o n ­

s t r a t e d  to  be r e le v a n t  to a c a d e m ic  b e h a v io r  w il l  b e  t e s t e d  a long 

w ith  the m a jo r  v a r i a b l e s  in  f o r e c a s t in g  v o lu n ta ry  h igh  sc h o o l  d r o p ­

o u t  b e h a v io r .  In an  e a r l i e r  s t u d y \  th e  v a r i a b l e s  of E d u c a t io n a l  

A s p i r a t io n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  w e r e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  to  h av e  a  

s e p a r a t e  and  a n  a d d i t iv e  v a lu e  in  th e  p r e d ic t io n  of d ro p o u t  even  

w hen  m e a s u r e d  in te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s ,  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  a n d  

le v e l s  o f  s e l f - c o n c e p t  of a c a d e m ic  a b i l i ty  w e r e  c o n tro l le d ;  th is  

m a y  be v iew ed  a s  a n  in d ic a t io n  of a t  l e a s t  a  d e g re e  of c a u s a l  h o m o ­

g en e ity .  I t  i s  one p u r p o s e  of th is  s tu d y  to s u b je c t  th i s  q u e s t io n  to 

m o r e  r ig o r o u s  te s t in g  p r o c e d u r e s .

^B ry an , op. c it.
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R e la te d  L i t e r a t u r e

H igh  sc h o o l  d ro p o u t

T he  su b je c t  of h ig h  sch o o l d ro p o u t  h a s  r e c e iv e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  

of a t te n t io n .  A c c o rd in g  to D e n t i e r \  t h e r e  s e e m s  to be th re e  

m a in  a p p r o a c h e s  to th i s  p r o b le m .  T he  f i r s t  g e n e r a l  a p p ro a c h  is  

e x h o r ta t iv e  a n d  h a s  l i t t l e  c o n c e rn  fo r  r e s e a r c h .  T he  se c o n d  co n ­

s i s t s  of d e s c r ip t iv e  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t s  ab o u t r a t e s ,  o r ig in s ,  s ta t e s ,  

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  an d  c o m m u n i t ie s .  T h e s e  w ould  b e  of so m e  v a lu e  

if t h e r e  w e r e  u n i fo r m  an d  v a l id  m e th o d s  th a t  w ould  p e r m i t  co n f i­

d en ce  in  th e  s t a t e m e n t s  abou t the  g iv en  p a r a m e t e r s .  A th i rd  

g ro u p  o r  c l a s s i f i c a t io n  of l i t e r a t u r e ,  i. e. , s u rv e y s  of s o c ia l  and  

e d u c a t io n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a l le g e d  d ro p o u ts ,  o f te n  c o n s i s t s  of 

l i s t s  of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  th a t  r e - a p p e a r  w ith  su ch  r e g u la r i t y  th a t

one i s  in v i te d  to g e n e r a l i z e .  T h e  l i t e r a t u r e  s e e m s  to be  r e p le te

2
w ith  th i s  k ind  of p r e s e n ta t io n .  A s T a n n e n b a u m  s ta t e s ,  in  the

s o c ia l  an d  b e h a v io r a l  s c ie n c e s ,  a  c o r r e l a t e  often  m a s q u e r a d e s  a s

3
a  c o n se q u e n c e .  D e n t i e r  a s s e r t s  th a t  th e  r e c u r r e n t  l i s t s  of

D e n t ie r ,  R o b e r t  A. , an d  W a r s h a u e r ,  M a ry  E l le n ,  Big C ity  
D ro p o u ts  an d  I l l i t e r a t e s . New Y ork : F r e d e r i c k  A. P r a e g e r ,  P u b ­
l i s h e r s ,  1 9 6 8 , p. 5.

2
T a n n e n b a u m , A b ra h a m  J .  , "T h e  School D ro p o u t T oday . " 

IRCD  B u l l e t i n , P u b l ic a t io n  of th e  ER IC  In fo rm a t io n  R e t r i e v a l  C e n ­
t e r  on th e  D isa d v a n ta g e d ,  New  Y ork: C o lu m b ia  T e a c h e r s  C o lle g e  
(S e p te m b e r  1968), 1.

3
D e n t ie r ,  eL ^  , op. c i t .  , p . 5.
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a t t r i b u t e s  co m m o n  to  h ig h  s c h o o l  d ro p o u ts  a r e  e a s y  to  c a ta lo g .

In w hat i s  c a l le d  the m o d e l  d ro p o u t ,  the  g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

a r e  u s u a l ly  th o se  of be ing  (1) a  low sch o o l  a c h ie v e r ,  u s u a l ly  be low  

g r a d e  lev e l ;  (2) a  m e m b e r  of a  low in c o m e  fa m ily  in w hich  the  

p a r e n t s  h ave  a  low e d u c a t io n a l  a t t a in m e n t  le v e l ;  (3) an  in f re q u e n t  

p a r t ic ip a n t  in e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  a c t iv i t i e s .  S teb b en s^  s ta t e s  th a t  

the  fo llow ing c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  (a l l  o r  in  p a r t )  d e s c r i b e  the  ju n io r  

and  s e n io r  h igh  sch o o l p o te n t ia l  d ropou t:

1. N eg a tiv e  o r  h o s t i l e  a t t i tu d e  to w a rd  t e a c h e r  and  schoo l;

2. S e v e re  r e t a r d a t i o n  in  re a d in g ;

3. I r r e g u l a r  a t te n d a n c e  p a t t e r n s ;

4. P o o r  w o rk  h a b i t s  a n d  s tu d y  s k i l l s ;

5. In d if fe re n c e  an d  l a c k  of a m b it io n ;

6. D is ru p t iv e  c l a s s r o o m  b e h a v io r ;

7. W ith d raw al t e n d e n c ie s ;

8. P r e o c c u p a t io n  w ith  n o n - s c h o o l  a c t iv i t i e s ;

9. U n a c c e p ta b le  p e r s o n a l  h a b i ts ;

10. D e f ic ie n c y  in  b a s ic  c i t i z e n s h ip  s k i l l s .

2
M atth ew s  and  B o w m an  o f fe r  a n o th e r  l i s t  of t r a i t s  s a id  to  b e

^S tebbens, M a r io n ,  " F l in t  O f fe r s  the  P o te n t ia l  D ro p o u t  a  P e r ­
s o n a l iz e d  C u r r ic u lu m .  " T h e  C le a r in g  H o u s e , XXXVIII (D e c e m b e r  
1963), 205-209 .

2
M a tth ew s ,  C. V. an d  B o w m an , P e t e r ,  T he  M o tiv a t io n s  of 

Y outh  fo r  School. Q u incy  Y outh  D e v e lo p m e n t  P r o j e c t ,  W ash ing ton , 
D. C. : U. S. O ffice  of E d u c a t io n ,  I960 , p . 23.
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b a s e d  on  s e v e r a l  s tu d ie s :  d ro p o u ts  a r e  m o r e  o f ten  b o y s  f r o m  

(a) lo w e r  s o c ia l  c l a s s e s ;  (b) m in o r i ty  g ro u p s ;  an d  (c) b ro k e n  h o m e s .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  they  u s u a l ly  p o s s e s s  lo w e r  than  a v e r a g e  in te l le c tu a l  

p o te n t ia l ,  r e t a r d e d  r e a d in g  ab i l i ty ,  a n d  a r e  o ften  o v e r - a g e d .  T hey  

have  o ften  m o v ed  f r o m  one sch o o l to a n o th e r ,  r e g r e s s  m a r k e d ly  

in  a t te n d a n c e  f ro m  ju n io r  th ro u g h  s e n io r  high, and  h av e  f a i le d  

s e v e r a l  c o u r s e s  in  the  y e a r  p r i o r  to le a v in g  schoo l.  M oney  i s  no t 

u s u a l ly  a  f a c to r  in  leav in g ;  bu t p a r e n t s  o f ten  h av e  d isp la y e d  l i t t l e  

s u p p o r t  fo r  the  sch o o l o r  fo r  the c h i ld 's  e d u c a t io n a l  i n t e r e s t s .  T he 

a f fe c t iv e  s ta t e s  of d ro p o u ts  a r e  g e n e r a l ly  p o r t r a y e d  a s  (a) f e e l in g s  

of i n s e c u r i ty  and  la ck in g  fe e l in g s  of b e long ing  in  the schoo l;  (b) 

f e e l in g s  of p o o r  t r e a t m e n t  by t e a c h e r s  a n d  f e a r s  of going to  th em  

fo r  he lp ;  (c) d i s s a t i s f a c t io n s  w ith  a s s o c i a t i o n s  in  sch o o l an d  a  la c k  

of su p p o r t iv e  f r i e n d s .  F u r t h e r ,  d ro p o u ts  a r e  s a id  to  p la c e  l i t t l e  

v a lu e  in  ed u ca t io n  a s  a h e lp  to th e m s e lv e s ,  o f ten  f e e l  th a t  t h e i r  

e d u c a t io n  sho u ld  h av e  b e e n  m o r e  p r a c t i c a l ,  and  e x p e r ie n c e  d i f f i ­

c u l t ie s  in  g e tt in g  a  job.

N e a r ly  e v e ry  p o le m ic ,  h o r ta t iv e  e s s a y ,  a n d  c a r e fu l ly  d e s ig n e d

s tudy  in  s c ie n t i f ic  an d  p o p u la r  l i t e r a t u r e  a g r e e s  th a t  d ro p o u t  i s  a

1 2 p r o b le m .  D e n t ie r  an d  T a n n e n b a u m  , h o w e v e r ,  b o th  in d ic a te  th a t

^ D en tie r ,  ^  , op. c it.  , p. 3.

2
T a n n en b au m , op c it .  , p. 1.
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th e  a c tu a l  scope  of th e  d ro p o u t  p r o b le m  h a s  c o n s id e ra b ly  d im in ­

ish e d .  D e n t ie r  a s s e r t s  th a t  h i s t o r i c a l  s t a t i s t i c s  su g g e s t  a  r a t h e r  

c o n s ta n t  n u m b e r  of d ro p o u ts  b e tw e e n  1920 an d  I960; the  h igh  sch o o l 

p o p u la t io n  h a s ,  on th e  o th e r  hand , expan d ed  by m o r e  than  500% 

d u r in g  the  s a m e  p e r io d .  D e n t ie r  c i t e s  h i s t o r i c a l  ev id en ce  to in d i­

c a te  a  d r a m a t i c  sh if t  f r o m  an  80% l ik e l ih o o d  of w i th d ra w a l  in 1920 

to an  80% p r o b a b i l i ty  of g r a d u a t io n  by 1975. D e n t ie r  and  T a n n e n ­

b a u m  s e e m  to a g r e e  th a t  one of the m a j o r  c a u s e s  of the g r e a t e r  

r e t e n t io n  r a t e s  m a y  be th a t  of the  chang ing  p o l ic ie s  of the  sch o o ls .

T a n n e n b a u m  c l a im s  th a t  s c h o o ls  h av e  d i lu te d  le a r n in g  d e m a n d s  in
1

o r d e r  to im p ro v e  r e t e n t io n  r a t e s .  C e r v a n te s  a g r e e s  w ith  T a n ­

n e n b a u m  th a t  w h ile  a  h ig h  sch o o l d ip lo m a  d o es  no t open  d o o rs  to 

p r iv i l e g e s ,  su c h  d o o r s  w i l l  n o t  open  a t  a l l  to th o se  who h av e  no 

d ip lo m a . C o n se q u e n tly ,  fo r  the dw indling  few  who a r e  unab le  o r  

unw illing  to  e a r n  a  d ip lo m a , d ro p o u t  i s  a  g r e a t e r  s t ig m a  than  e v e r  

fo r  two r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  s in c e  l e a r n in g  p r a c t i c e s  have b een  d i lu ted ,  

the  d ro p o u t  i s  v ie w e d  a s  hav ing  f a i le d  a  r a t h e r  e a sy  ta sk .  Second, 

b e c a u s e  the  h igh  sch o o l  d ip lo m a  h a s  c r e d e n t i a l  v a lu e  in  a  so c ie ty

th a t  p r i z e s  sch o o l a t te n d a n c e  p e r  se ,  d ro p o u ts  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s

2
e x t r e m e  n o n - c o n f o r m is t s .  C la r k  s ta t e s  th a t  the  young, to so m e

^ C e rv a n te s ,  L u c iu s  F .  , T h e  D ropou t:  C a u s e s  a n d  C u r e s , 
A nn A rb o r :  U n iv e r s i ty  of M ic h ig a n  P r e s s ,  1965.

2
C la rk ,  B u r to n  R. , "S oc io logy  of E d u c a tio n .  " R o b e r t  E . L.
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d e g re e ,  e s t im a te  and  o r i e n t  to  f u tu r e  a d u l t  s ta tu s .  T h e i r  a n t i c i ­

p a t io n  of w hat l i e s  a h e a d  in  the  w o r ld  of w o rk  co n d it io n s  th e i r  

a p p ro a c h  to schoo ling  and  th e i r  in t e r a c t io n  w ith  t e a c h e r s .  S u s ­

p ic io n  of a  d is m a l  jo b  fu tu r e  s e e m s  to p la y  a  p a r t  in a p a th y  an d  

re b e l l io n .  T h u s ,  a n t ic ip a te d  s ta tu s  a s  w e l l  a s  s o c ia l  o r ig in s  s e t  

the  s ta g e  f o r  the c l a s s r o o m  d r a m a .  It i s  o f te n  the  im p a c t  of d if ­

f e r e n t i a l  o r ie n ta t io n s  to th e  f u tu r e  am o n g  th e  y ou th  of a  g iven  so c ia l  

s t r a t a  th a t  p ro d u c e s  the  c o r r e l a t i o n  of s o c ia l  b a c k g ro u n d  an d  c l a s s ­

ro o m  a t t i tu d e s .  T e a c h e r s ,  in  t u rn ,  a r e  a lso  o r ie n te d  to  th e  f u tu r e s  

of the  young, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  the  s e c o n d a ry  s c h o o ls ,  fo r  they  o ften  

a t te m p t  to define  the young p e r s o n  in  t e r m s  of h is  f u tu r e  to  m a k e  

h im  a w a re  of w h e re  he s ta n d s  in  the  l ig h t  of u n i v e r s a l i s t i c  s ta n d ­

a r d s .  T he c l a s s r o o m  i s  a n  a r e n a  in  w h ich  the  f o r c e s  of the  p a s t ,  

p r e s e n t  and  fu tu r e  c o n v e rg e  to  s h a p e  the  e d u c a t io n a l  p r o c e s s .  

D e n t ie r^  s ta t e s  th a t  if a  s tu d e n t  b e c o m e s  u n c e r t a in  ab o u t  the  m e r i t s  

of s tay in g  in h igh  sch o o l  a n d  g ra d u a t in g ,  h is  "b a c k g ro u n d "  and  the  

r e s p o n s e  of e d u c a to r s  to t h e i r  own in t e r n a l i z e d  a s s u m p t io n s  abou t 

th a t  b a c k g ro u n d  m a y  r e d u c e  h is  a b i l i ty  to  r e m o v e  th a t  u n c e r ta in ty .

In th is  even t,  the  d is a d v a n ta g e d  s tu d e n t  i s  one who i s  v u ln e ra b le  to 

d e te rm in a t io n  f r o m  w ithou t.  F in a l ly ,  if  he  d e f in e s  h im s e l f  a s  a

F a r i s  ( E d . ) ,  H andbook of M o d e rn  S oc io logy , C h icago : R and  M cN ally  
an d  Co. , 1964, p. 764.

^ D en tie r ,  eL ^  , op. c i t .  , p . 5.
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d ro p o u t  in  ad v a n c e  of the  le g a l  age  f o r  w ith d ra w a l ,  h is  s e l f - d e f in i ­

t io n  can  be s e le c t iv e ly  r e in f o r c e d  by  h o m e , p e e r s ,  an d  the  sch o o l 

i t s e l f .  T he d ro p o u t,  then , i s  in  th is  s e n s e  e d u c a t io n a l ly  d is a d v a n ­

tag ed , fo r  h is  b e h a v io ra l  s e tt in g  - w h ich  in c lu d e s  the  se lf ,  f a m i ly ,  

p e e r s ,  and  schoo l - m a y  c o n ta in  f o r c e s  th a t  im p e l  h im  to le a v e  

schoo l.  T h e re f o re ,  the  d e f in it io n  of o n e s e l f  a s  a  d ro p o u t  p r i o r  to 

le a v in g  schoo l is  the  co g n it iv e  c o m p le t io n  of the  a c t .  I t  i s  a t  th is  

po in t  th a t  the  fo r e c a s t in g  of d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r  th ro u g h  the  in v e s t ig a ­

t io n  of co gn it ive  c o m p le t io n s  of the a c t  b e c o m e s  r e le v a n t .

T h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s

A s i s  t r u e  of a l l  b e h a v io ra l  s c ie n c e  r e s e a r c h ,  th e  d e f in i t io n s  

s p e c i f ie d  fo r  t h e o r e t ic a l  c o n s t r u c t s  in f lu en c e  the  a p p ro a c h  to a  

p ro b le m ,  the  n a tu r e  of the  r e s e a r c h  f in d in g s ,  and  th e  in f e r e n c e s  

a n d  c o n c lu s io n s  d e r iv e d  f r o m  the  a n a ly s is  of the  d a ta .  M erto n ^  

h a s  d e s c r ib e d  one p e r v a s iv e  p r o b le m  in the  s o c ia l  s c ie n c e s  - a  

s in g le  t e r m  m a y  f re q u e n t ly  be  em p lo y e d  to s y m b o l iz e  d iv e rg e n t  

c o n c e p ts  w h ile ,  on the o th e r  hand, the  s a m e  c o n c e p t  m a y  be  r e f e r ­

r e d  to by  d i f f e r e n t  t e r m s .  In r e s e a r c h ,  the  g o v e rn in g  co n c e p ts  

w h ich  do lag  b eh in d  the b e h a v io ra l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of th e  i s s u e  u n d e r  

s tudy  m a y  c a u s e  d am ag e .  T h e r e  d o e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  s e e m  to be  a

^M erton , R o b e r t  K . , S o c ia l  T h e o ry  an d  S o c ia l  S t r u c t u r e . 
G len co e : T h e  F r e e  P r e s s ,  1957, p. 20.
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k in d  of s e l f - c o r r e c t i n g  ten d en cy  th a t  o c c u r s  w hen  m o r e  a p p r o ­

p r i a t e  fo rm u la t io n s  of in ep t  c o n c e p tu a l iz a t io n s  a r e  e m p i r i c a l ly  

a p p l ie d  to s i tu a t io n s .

T he  two m a j o r  in d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  of th i s  s tudy, i. e. , a s p i ­

r a t io n s  and p la n s ,  h av e  b e e n  d e f in ed  and  em p lo y e d  in  a  v a s t  n u m ­

b e r  of w a y s .  T h e re  have  b e e n  a  v a r i e ty  of d e f in it io n s  w h ich  h ave  

f re q u e n t ly  le d  to c o n t r a d ic to r y  and  a n o m a lo u s  co n c lu s io n s  and  

g e n e r a l i z a t io n s .  T h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  c u r r e n t  t r e n d  to w a rd s  a 

c o n s e n s u s  of d e f in i t io n s .  It i s  the  p u rp o s e  of th is  s e c t io n  of the 

re v ie w  of the l i t e r a t u r e  to in d ic a te  the  d iv e rg e n t  c o n c e p tu a l iz a t io n s ,  

the  c o n v e rg e n c e  of c o n s e n s u s ,  and  to f in a l ly  p r e s e n t  a  co n cep tu a l  

c l a r i f i c a t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  c o n s t r u c t s  of a s p i r a t i o n s  an d  p la n s  to be 

em p lo y e d  in  th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  an d  r e s e a r c h  p r o c e d u r e s  

of th is  p r o je c t .

In m u c h  of th e  c u r r e n t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  the  c o n c e p ts  of a s p i r a t i o n s  

an d  p la n s  a r e  u s e d  in te rc h a n g e a b ly .  In o th e r  c a s e s ,  an  a u th o r  

m a y  u s e  a  s in g le  c o n cep t  to  s y m b o l iz e  two s e p a r a t e  k in d s  of e n t i ­

t ie s .  A s  a c a s e  in  po in t,  B la i r ,  e t.  ^   ̂ a t t r ib u te  the  q u a li ty  of 

p e r c e i v e d  p ro b a b le  o u tc o m e s  of b e h a v io r  to youthfu l a s p i r a t io n s  

o r  d e s i r e s :

T h e  o v e r  id e a l iz a t io n  of g o a ls  and  of the s e l f  in  r e l a t io n

^ B la i r ,  G len n  M. , J o n e s ,  S te w a rd ,  an d  S im p so n ,  Ray H. , 
E d u c a t io n a l  P s y c h o lo g y . New Y ork : T h e  M a c M il la n  Co. , 1963, 
P p .  189-191.
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to th e se  g o a ls  i s  a  d i s e a s e  of o u r  c u l tu r e  . . . in f lu e n c e s  
su ch  a s  m o tio n  p i c tu r e s  . . . e tc .  , h av e  g iv en  a  ro m a n t ic  
a u r a  to m a n y  g o a ls  an d  id e a l s  s o m e t im e s  to su ch  an  e x ­
te n t  th a t  the  p u p i l 's  a s p i r a t i o n s  a r e  f a r  f r o m  r e a l i s t i c  . . . 
th e r e fo r e ,  if  a  y o u th 's  g o a ls  a r e  so id e a l iz e d  a s  to be 
n o n e x is te n t  in  r e a l i t y  - and  t h e r e f o r e  im p o s s ib le  of a c h ie v e ­
m e n t  - and  i f  he e n v is io n s  s u c c e s s  on  a n  a l l  o r  no th ing  
b a s i s ,  he i s  do o m ed  to be  d is a p p o in te d  . . . b e c a u s e  a 
ch ild  i s  unab le  to m e e t  u n r e a l i s t i c  id e a l s ,  he m e e t s  f r u s ­
t r a t io n ,  w h ich  in  tu r n  le a d s  to d e m o r a l iz a t io n .

In th is  i l lu s t r a t io n ,  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  th a t  a  p u p il  m a y  h o ld  two 

d i f f e re n t  k inds  of g o a ls  i s  ig n o re d .  T h e r e  m a y  be  two ty p e s  of 

co gn it ive  c o m p le t io n s  of an  a c t  - one, w h ic h  m a y  be v iew ed  a s  an  

a n t ic ip a to ry  c o m p le t io n  of an  a c t ,  c o n c e r n s  the p ro b a b le  o u tc o m e s  

of o n e 's  b e h a v io r .  T he se c o n d  m a y  b e  c o g n i t iv e  f a n ta s i e s  o r  d e ­

s i r e d  o u tc o m e s  of a c t s .  E v e n  though  a t  t im e s  w is h e s  an d  e x p e c ta ­

t io n s  m a y  be the  s a m e ,  th e s e  two c o n s t r u c t s  in d ic a te  s e p a r a t e  

f a c to r s .  B la i r  h a s  a t t r ib u te d  a  k in d  of W a l te r  M itty  c a r e e r - p l a n ­

ning b e h a v io r  to s tu d e n ts  and  h a s  d i s r e g a r d e d  the  f a c t  th a t  even  

W a l te r  p e r io d ic a l ly  i n t e r r u p te d  h is  d r e a m s  to p u r s u e  m o r e  a t t a i n ­

ab le  g o a ls .  B a s e d  upon th is  d e f in it io n ,  B l a i r  r e c o m m e n d e d ,  a s  

h a s  b e e n  the  t r a d i t io n a l  p r a c t i c e ,  th a t  t e a c h e r s  a t t a c k  t h e i r  s tu ­

d e n t s '  a s p i r a t i o n s  a s  a  m e a n s  of s t im u la t in g  sch o o l  l e a rn in g  m o t i ­

vation .

E m p lo y in g  a  s im i l a r  d e f in it io n  of a s p i r a t i o n s ,  S e a r s  co n -

^ S e a rs ,  R. E . , " S u c c e s s  a n d  F a i l u r e :  A S tudy of M o ti l i ty .  " 
S tu d ie s  in  P e r s o n a l i ty ,  Q. M c N e m a r  an d  R. M e r r i l l  (E ds . ), New 
Y ork: M c G ra w -H il l  Book Co. , 1943, pp . 235-258 .
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e lu d ed  th a t  one im p o r ta n t  f a c to r  in  the l e v e l  of a c h ie v e m e n t  th a t  

a  ch ild  m a y  p r o p o s e  fo r  h im s e l f  i s  h is  e x p e r ie n c e  in  l ik e  s i t u a ­

t io n s .  The co n c lu s io n  of a n o th e r  study^ on the e f fe c ts  of f a i lu r e  

upon  fu tu re  g o a l - s e t t in g  b e h a v io r  w as  th a t  the  c h i ld  who f a i l s  is  

m o r e  l ik e ly  th an  the  s u c c e s s fu l  ch i ld  to deve lop  u n r e a l i s t i c  a s p i r a ­

t io n s  f o r  su c c e e d in g  p e r f o r m a n c e s .  The f a i lu r e  w as  s a id  to  e s t i ­

m a te  h is  fu tu re  p e r f o r m a n c e  so h igh  a s  to be  im p o s s ib le  of a t t a i n ­

m e n t  o r  so low th a t  a c h ie v e m e n t  w as  e n s u re d .

In t h e i r  a t t e m p t  to  d e te r m in e  le v e ls  of a s p i r a t i o n s ,  C h ild  an d  

2
W hiting a s k e d  s tu d e n ts  to d e s c r ib e  s e p a r a t e  in c id e n ts  in  w h ich  

th ey  h a d  b een  f r u s t r a t e d  and  did no t a c h ie v e  a  goal,  f r u s t r a t e d  bu t 

r e a c h e d  a  goal, and  w hen a  g o a l  h a d  b e e n  m e t  w ith o u t f r u s t r a t i o n .  

W hile  th e s e  a u th o r s  de f in ed  le v e l  of a s p i r a t i o n  a s  be ing  a le v e l  of 

d e s i r a b i l i ty ,  th ey  o p e ra t io n a l ly  em p lo y e d  th e  c o n c e p t  a s  th e  a b i l i ty  

to  r e a c h  a  goal. T h e re f o re ,  th ey  co n ten d ed  th a t  w hen  a  s u b je c t  i s  

u n a b le  to  a c h ie v e  a  c e r t a in  goa l,  he ch a n g e s  h is  p r e f e r e n c e s  to a  

g o a l  th a t  can  be  o b ta in ed . It is  a s s e r t e d  th a t  w hen  a  m a n  a s p i r e s  

to d a te  g o rg e o u s  g i r l s  i s  c o n tin u a lly  r e j e c t e d  by  th e m , he w ill  

ch an g e  h is  a s p i r a t i o n s  to th a t  he  d e s i r e s  the  l e s s  c o m e ly  ty p e s .

^ S e a r s ,  P .  S . , " L e v e ls  of A s p i ra t io n  in  A c a d e m ic a l ly  S u c c e s -  
fu l  a n d  U n s u c c e s s fu l  C h i ld re n .  " J o u r n a l  of A b n o rm a l  a n d  S o c ia l  
P s y c h o lo g y , XXXV (S pring  1940), 498-536 .

^C hild , I. L . , and  W hiting, J .  , " D e te rm in a n ts  of L e v e ls  of 
A s p i ra t io n :  E v id e n c e  F r o m  E v e ry d a y  L ife .  " J o u r n a l  o f  A b n o rm a l  
a n d  S o c ia l  P sy c h o lo g y ,  LVIV ( F a l l  1949). 303-314 .
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F r o m  the  th e o r e t ic a l  s tan d p o in t  of th is  p r o je c t ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  

ack n o w led g ed  th a t  w h ile  a  m a n  m a y  only  e x p e c t  to e s c o r t  the  u n ­

c o m e ly ,  he m a y  s t i l l  e n t e r t a in  a  l i f e - lo n g  d r e a m  to  d a te  p u l c h r i ­

tu d in o u s  p la t in u m  b lo n d e s .

S im i la r ly ,  in  d i s c u s s in g  the  im p o r ta n c e  o f p r i m a r y  g ro u p s ,  

F a r i s ^  h a s  p ro p o s e d  th a t  an  " a s p i r a t i o n  b o u n d a ry "  m a y  be o p e r a ­

t iv e  in  p la c in g  a  top l im i t  on  p e r f o r m a n c e  an d  a c h ie v e m e n t .  F r o m  

the  th e o r e t ic a l  p e r s p e c t iv e  of th is  s tudy , the  t e r m  " e x p e c ta t io n  

b o u n d a ry "  m a y  be  m o r e  a p p r o p r ia t e .  T h is  p a r t i c u l a r  k in d  of p h e ­

n o m en o n , h o w ev er ,  does  a p p e a r  to h av e  so m e  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  d if-
2

fe r in g  k in d s  of f a m i l i a l  in f lu e n c e s  a s  r e l a t e d  to  s o c ia l  c l a s s  o r  

3
c a s te  s i tu a t io n s .

4
S te f f l r e  co n ten d s  th a t  h igh  l e v e l s  of i n t e r e s t  a r e  r e l a t e d  to 

h igh  a s p i r a t io n s .  While h i s  s tudy  r a i s e s  s e v e r a l  o th e r  q u e s t io n s .

^ F a r i s ,  R o b e r t  E . L. " R e f le c t io n s  on the  A b il i ty  D im e n s io n  in  
H u m an  S ocie ty . " E d g a r  A. S c h u le r ,  T h o m a s  F .  H oult, D uane L. 
G ib so n ,  an d  W ilbur B. B ro o k o v e r  (E d s .  ), R e a d in g s  in  S o c io lo g y , 
New Y ork: T h o m a s  F .  C ro w e l l  Co. , 1967, pp. 466 -67 .

2
B e n n e tt  and  G is t ,  op. c i t .

^G ist,  Noel P . , a n d  B en n e tt ,  W il l iam  S. J r .  , " A s p i r a t io n s  of 
N e g ro  a n d  White S tu d en ts .  " S o c ia l  F o r c e s , X L II (O c to b e r  1963), 
4 0 -4 8 .

^ S te f f l re ,  B u fo rd , " V o c a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n  an d  L e v e l  of I n t e r e s t  
S c o r e s  on  the L e e  T h o rp e  O c c u p a t io n a l  I n t e r e s t  In v en to ry .  " T he  
P e r s o n n e l  and  G u id an ce  J o u r n a l ,  XXXI (M a rc h  1955), 385-388 .
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i t  m a y  a ls o  be  th a t  the  r e l a t io n s h ip s  h e  found  a r e  th o s e  of f a n ta s y  

i t e m s .  T h e  a u th o r 's  own u n c e r ta in ty  m a y  b e  n o te d  in  h i s  d i s c u s ­

s io n  of the  fa c t  tha t ,  w h ile  t h e r e  w as  a  d i f f e r e n c e  in  le v e l s  of in ­

t e r e s t  a s  r e l a t e d  to s o c ia l  c l a s s ,  bo th  u p p e r  a n d  lo w e r  s o c ia l  

c l a s s  s tu d en ts  h a d  h igh  a s p i r a t io n s .  S te f f l r e  d i s m i s s e d  th is  p h e ­

n o m en o n  by c la im in g  th a t  lo w e r  c l a s s  p u p i ls  o v e r s t a t e  t h e i r  o b ­

je c t i v e s  to i m p r e s s  o th e r s  an d  th e m s e lv e s .  H ad  S te f f l r e  f o r m u ­

la te d  a  c o n cep tu a l  c l a r i f i c a t io n  in  o r d e r  to d is t in g u is h  w ish fu l  and  

a n t ic ip a te d  cogn it ive  c o m p le t io n s  of th e  a c t ,  t h e r e  m a y  h av e  b e e n  

g r e a t e r  d i f f e re n c e s  b e tw een  s o c ia l  c l a s s e s  a s  r e l a t e d  to  p e r c e iv e d  

p ro b a b le  o u tc o m e s  of o c c u p a t io n a l  ch o ice .  On the  o th e r  hand ,

B e n n e tt  an d  G is t^  a n d  G is t  an d  B en n e tt^  in d ic a te  th a t ,  in  th e  a r e a  

of o c c u p a t io n a l  cho ice ,  bo th  a s p i r a t i o n s  and  e x p e c ta t io n s  m a y  be 

la d e n  w ith  fa n ta sy  f o r  so m e  s tu d e n ts .

In a n  e x p e r im e n t  d e s ig n e d  to a s s e s s  the  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  e f fe c ts
3

of a d u lt  r e s p o n s e s  to w a rd  c h i ld re n ,  i t  w a s  C r a n d a l l  's  c o n c lu s io n  

th a t  boys  r e a c t  in  d i f f e re n t  d i r e c t io n s  d epend ing  upon  p a s t  h i s t o r i e s  

of p o s i t iv e  o r  n e g a tiv e  p a r e n ta l  r e in f o r c e m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  w hen

^B enne tt  and  G is t ,  op. c it.

2
G is t  and  B enne tt ,  op. c i t .

3
C ra n d a l l ,  V irg in ia ,  " R e in f o rc e m e n t  E f f e c t s  of A du lt R e a c ­

t io n s  an d  N o n -R e a c t io n s  on C h i ld r e n 's  A c h ie v e m e n t  E x p e c ta t io n s ."  
C h ild  D eve lo p m en t,  XXXIV (W in te r  1963), 3 35 -354 .
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th e  b o y s  w e r e  a s k e d  to c i r c l e  f ig u r e s  to in d ic a te  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s ,  

w ish fu l  th ink ing  r a t h e r  th an  r e a l i s t i c  d e f in it io n s  of a b i l i t i e s  m a y  

h av e  b e e n  involved . Due to  the i m p r e c i s e  n a tu r e  of the  i n s t r u ­

m e n t s  e m p lo y e d  in  d is t in g u ish in g  b e tw e e n  th e s e  f a c to r s ,  no c o n ­

c lu s io n s  can  b e  m ad e .

R o se n fe ld  a n d  Z a n d e r^ ,  who def in ed  le v e l  of a s p i r a t i o n  a s  

b e in g  th e  le v e l  of a c h ie v e m e n t  th a t  a  ch i ld  c a n  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  e x p ec t  

to  a t ta in ,  d ra w  f r o m  e a r ly  s tu d ie s  the p ro p o s i t io n  th a t  c h i ld re n  s e t  

m i ld  l e v e l s  of a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  th e m s e lv e s  th a t  a r e  a  m i ld  c h a l le n g e .

In f ind ing  th a t  a s p i r e d  g r a d e s  a n d  a c tu a l  g r a d e s  w e r e  r e l a t e d  and  

th a t  a s p i r e d  g r a d e s  w e r e  s e t  h ig h e r  than  the  g r a d e s  they  h a d  r e ­

c e n t ly  r e c e iv e d ,  the a u th o r s  s ta te d  th a t  m o s t  c h i ld re n  h a d  r e a l i s t i c  

a s p i r a t i o n s .  T he  q u e s t io n n a i r e  i te m  fo r  a s s e s s i n g  th is  v a r ia b le  

a s k e d ,  "W hat f in a l  g r a d e  do you th ink  you  shou ld  g e t ? "  G r e a t e r  

r e l i a b i l i t y  m a y  h av e  b e e n  o b ta in e d  if  the w o rd  " e x p e c t"  o r  "p la n "  

h a d  b e e n  u s e d  r a t h e r  th a n  "shou ld . " A c o n c e p tu a l  c l a r i f i c a t io n  

a n d  m o r e  a d e q u a te  in fo rm a t io n  m a y  have  r e s u l t e d  in  d i f f e r e n t

c o n c lu s io n s .

2
R o t te r  , who c la im e d  to f ind  th a t  h an d ic a p p e d  p e o p le  had

^R o sen fe ld ,  H o w ard , and  Z a n d e r ,  A lv in , "T h e  In f lu e n c e s  of 
T e a c h e r s  on A s p i r a t io n s  of S tu d en ts .  " J o u r n a l  of E d u c a t io n a l  
P s y c h o lo g y , X L II  ( F e b r u a r y  1959). 1-11.

2
R o t te r ,  J u l ia n  R. , U n p u b lish ed  in fo rm a t io n  a s  r e p o r t e d  in  

L ew in , eL aL , op. c it.  , p. 334.
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lo w e r  l e v e l s  of a s p i r a t i o n s  th a n  d id  n o r m a l  p e o p le ,  a l s o  m a d e  no 

d is t in c t io n  in  h is  m e a s u r e m e n t  te c h n iq u e s ,  i. e. , w h e th e r  he a s s e s ­

s e d  p e r c e iv e d  p ro b a b le  g o a ls  an d  p la n s  o r  a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  d e s i r e s .

C l a r k \  in  a  r e v ie w  of the  l i t e r a t u r e ,  s t a t e s  th a t  r e s e a r c h  on 

s o c ia l  c l a s s  an d  e d u c a t io n  h a s  show n a  s t ro n g  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw een  

p a r e n t s '  s o c ia l  c l a s s  p o s i t io n  an d  e d u c a t io n a l  a t t i tu d e s ,  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  

o p p o r tu n i t ie s  an d  a c h ie v e m e n ts .  H e co n ten d s  th a t  the s o c ia l  s ta tu s  

of the f a m ily  is  i n v e r s e ly  r e l a t e d  to  d ro p o u t  and  i s  c o r r e l a t e d  w ith  

a s p i r a t i o n s  of c o l le g e  a t te n d a n c e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  e d u c a t io n a l  a s ­

p i r a t io n s  a r e  s a id  to be  c o n d it io n e d  n o t  a lo n e  by f a m ily  of o r ig in  

a n d  s tu d e n t  a b i l i ty ,  bu t a l s o  by the  l a r g e r  s o c ia l  co n tex t of s ta te ,

c o m m u n ity  and  n e ig h b o rh o o d  w ith in  w h ich  the  s tu d e n t  i s  lo c a te d

2
a n d  th e  sc h o o ls  th ro u g h  w h ich  he  p a s s e s .  P a v a lk o  c la im s  th a t  a  

l a r g e  n u m b e r  of s tu d ie s  c o n d u c ted  in  a  v a r i e ty  of g e o g ra p h ic  a r e a s  

h ave  c o n s is te n t ly  d e m o n s t r a t e d  the  im p o r ta n c e  of su ch  f a c to r s  a s  

sex , s o c ia l  c l a s s  b a c k g ro u n d ,  r u r a l - u r b a n  r e s id e n c e ,  a b i l i ty  and  

p e e r  g ro u p  in f lu e n c e s  a s  m a jo r  d e te r m in a n ts  of th e  ed u c a t io n a l  

a s p i r a t i o n s  of h igh  sch o o l youth. P a v a lk o  f u r t h e r  a s s e r t s  th a t  a s p i ­

r a t io n s  fo r  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  a r e  c l e a r ly  p a t t e r n e d  s in c e  the  c h a n c e s  

of a  c o l le g e  e d u c a t io n  a r e  c l e a r ly  u n e q u a lly  d i s t r ib u te d  in  so c ie ty

^ C la rk ,  op. c i t .  , p. 741.

2
P a v a lk o ,  R o n a ld  M. , Soc io logy  of E d u c a t io n . I ta s c a ,  I l l in o is :  

F .  E . P e a c o c k  P u b l i s h e r s ,  Inc. , 1968, p. 46.
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due to  th e  a c c id e n ts  of b i r th .  C ic o u re l  and  K i ts u s e ^ ,  who d e a l  

w ith  the  a s c r ip t io n  of a s p i r a t i o n s  by s o c ia l  c l a s s ,  a r e  a c tu a l ly ,  a s  

a r e  P a v a lk o  an d  C la rk ,  r e f e r r i n g  to co g n it iv e ly  a n t ic ip a te d  c o m ­

p le t io n s  of the a c t ,  i. e. , E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  r a t h e r  th an  E d u c a t io n a l  

A s p i r a t io n s .

2
H a l le r  and  S ew ell  , in  co n ju n c tio n  w ith  o th e r  a u th o r s ,  h av e  

p ro b a b ly  done m o r e  w o rk  in  th is  a r e a  th an  h ave  any  o th e r  i n v e s t i ­

g a to r s .  T h e i r  n u m e ro u s  f in d in g s  a r e  a t  t im e s  s u p p o r t iv e  of o th e r  

in v e s t ig a t io n s .  A t o th e r  t im e s ,  th e i r  co n c lu s io n s  a r e  c o n t r a d i c ­

to ry ,  s o m e t im e s  even  w ith  th e i r  own p r e v io u s  e n d e a v o rs .

In s tu d y in g  a  h ig h ly  e d u c a te d  s a m p le ,  H a l l e r  an d  S ew ell  found  

th a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  r e s id e n c e  w as  not r e l a t e d  to d i f f e r e n c e s  in  e d u ­

c a t io n a l  an d  o c c u p a t io n a l  a s p i r a t io n s  fo r  g i r l s .  F o r  boys ,  a l th o u g h  

o c c u p a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  w e r e  no t found to b e  r e l a t e d  to r e s id e n c e ,  

e d u c a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  w e re .  T h ey  d re w  upon L i p s e t ' s  o b s e r v a ­

tio n  in  p o s tu la t in g  th a t  s in c e  r u r a l  p eo p le  h av e  l e s s  a c c e s s  to 

c o l le g e ,  g e n e r a l ly  go to  p o o r e r  h igh  sc h o o ls ,  an d  have f e w e r  o c c u ­

p a t io n a l  a l t e r n a t iv e s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  c a u s a l  e f fe c t  w hich  p r o d u c e s  lo w e r

C ic o u re l ,  A a ro n  V. , a n d  K i tsu s e ,  Jo h n  I. , T he  E d u c a t io n a l  
D e c i s io n - M a k e r s ,  N ew  Y ork: T h e  B o b b s - M e r r i l l  C o  , Inc. , 1963, 
pp . 23 -48 .

^ H a l le r ,  A rc h ie  O. , and  Sew ell,  W ill iam  H. , " F a r m  R e s i ­
d e n c e  an d  L e v e ls  of E d u c a t io n a l  an d  O c c u p a tio n a l  A s p i ra t io n .  " 
A m e r i c a n  J o u r n a l  of S o c io lo g y , XXXI (A p ri l  1966), 159-168
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o c c u p a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  a long  w ith  a  la c k  of a m b i t io n  f o r  h ig h e r  

le v e l s  of f o r m a l  sch o o lin g .  L i p s e t ' s  a r g u m e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  d o es  

n o t s u p p o r t  t h e i r  f in d in g s  c o n c e rn in g  o c c u p a t io n a l  a s p i r a t io n s ;  

p e r h a p s  th is  i s  due to  the  f a c t  th a t  a  c o n c e p tu a l  c l a r i f i c a t io n  w as 

no t m a d e  b e tw e e n  o c c u p a t io n a l  p la n s  and  o c c u p a t io n a l  a s p i r a t io n s ;  

o r  i t  m a y  be  th a t  f a n ta s y  i s  i n h e r e n t  in  b o th  " r e a l "  and  " id e a l"  

o c c u p a t io n a l  c h o ic e s .

In a n o th e r  s tu d y , S ew ell  and  Shah^ u s e  the  c o n c e p ts  of p la n s

and  a s p i r a t i o n s  lo o s e ly  an d  in te rc h a n g e a b ly .  What s e e m s  to have

b e e n  m e a s u r e d  w e r e  c o l le g e  p la n s ,  f o r  th is  v a r ia b le  w as  b a s e d

on s ta te m e n ts  th a t  s tu d e n ts  d e f in i te ly  p la n n e d  to e n ro l l  in  a d e g r e e -

g ra n t in g  co lleg e .  In t h e i r  p r o p o s a l  of a  c a u s a l  s e q u e n c e  of a n te c e -

2
d en ts  to e d u c a t io n a l  an d  o c c u p a t io n a l  a c h ie v e m e n t ,  S ew ell,  e t. a l .  

co n c lu d ed  th a t  a s p i r a t i o n s  p e r f o r m  m e d ia t io n a l  fu n c tio n s  in  t r a n s ­

m it t in g  a n t e r i o r  f a c t o r s  in to  su b se q u e n t  b e h a v io r s .  A lthough th e i r  

s tudy  in d ic a te s  th e  im p o r ta n c e  of c o g n it iv e  c o m p le t io n s  of a c t s ,  

they  u se  th e  c o n c e p ts  of a s p i r a t i o n s  r a t h e r  lo o se ly  - o c c u p a tio n a l  

a s p i r a t i o n s  r e f e r  to  jo b s  th a t  th e  s tu d e n ts  e x p r e s s e d  a  d e s i r e  to

Sew ell, W il l ia m  H. , an d  Shah , V im a l P .  , " P a r e n t s  E d u c a t io n  
a n d  C h i ld r e n 's  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  an d  A c h ie v e m e n ts .  " A m e r i ­
c an  S o c io lo g ic a l  R ev iew , XXXIII (A p r i l  1968), 191-208.

2
S ew ell,  W il l ia m  H. , H a l l e r ,  A rc h ib a ld  O. , an d  P o r t e s ,  A le ­

ja n d ro ,  "T he  E d u c a t io n a l  an d  E a r l y  O c c u p a t io n a l  A tta in m e n t  P r o ­
c e s s .  " A m e r ic a n  S o c io lo g ic a l  R e v ie w , XXXIV ( F e b r u a r y  1969), 82 -  
89.
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h o ld  w h ile  ed u c a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  w e r e  m e a s u r e d  by s ta t e m e n t s

th a t  the  s tu d e n ts  p la n n e d  to a t te n d  c o l le g e .  P e r h a p s  a s  a  r e s u l t  of

d e f in i t io n s ,  then , S ew ell,  H a l l e r  and  S t r a u s  found  s o c io e c o n o m ic

s ta tu s  to be  in d ep en d en tly  r e l a t e d  to bo th  e d u c a t io n a l  an d  o c c u p a -

2
tio n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  w h ile  H a l l e r  and  Sew ell found  l i t t l e  a s s o c ia t io n  

b e tw e e n  a s p i r a t io n s  and  b a c k g ro u n d  v a r i a b l e s .  In m o s t  of th e s e  

s tu d ie s ,  the  a u th o r s  v a c i l l a te  b e tw e e n  w hat m ig h t  be t e r m e d  a s p i ­

r a t io n s  and  w hat m ig h t  be c a te g o r i z e d  a s  p la n s .  H en ce ,  so m e  

s tu d ie s  s u p p o r t  th e  ev id en ce  p ro v id e d  by th e m ; b u t o th e r  s tu d ie s  

of e x p e c te d  e d u c a t io n a l  o u tc o m e s  s e e m  to le a d  to d i f f e re n t  c o n c lu ­

s io n s .

A s m ay  be e v id e n c e d  in  the  l i t e r a t u r e  d i s c u s s e d  up to th is  

p o in t ,  a  co m m o n  f a c to r  in  m o s t  of the  s o c io lo g ic a l  l i t e r a t u r e  h a s  

b e e n  th a t  of the  r e la t io n s h ip  of so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  to a s p i r a t i o n s  

an d  p la n s .  A s in d ic a te d  above , th is  v a r i a b l e  h a s  b e e n  found to be  

s ig n if ic a n t ly  r e l a t e d  to a s p i r a t i o n s  o r  p la n s  in  so m e  s tu d ie s  - a t  

o th e r  t im e s ,  t h e r e  h a s  b een  no a s s o c ia t io n .  P e r h a p s  th e  c o n c e p ­

tu a l  c l a r i f i c a t io n s  to  be  p r o f f e r e d  a t  th e  c o n c lu s io n  of th is  s e c t io n

^Sewell, W ill iam  H. , H a l l e r ,  A rc h ie  O. , a n d  S t r a u s ,  M u r r a y ,  
"S o c ia l  S ta tu s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  an d  O c c u p a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n .  " 
A m e r ic a n  S o c io lo g ica l  R e v ie w , XXII ( F e b r u a r y  1957), 67 -73 .

^ H a lle r ,  A. O. , and  Sew ell,  W ill iam  H. , "O c c u p a tio n a l  
C h o ic e s  of W isc o n s in  F a r m  B oys . " op. c i t .
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m a y  be of s o m e  u t i l i ty  in  r e s o lv in g  th i s  i s s u e .  A t th i s  poin t, how ­

e v e r ,  a  s h o r t  e x a m in a t io n  of the  c u r r e n t  c o n t r o v e r s y  co n c e rn in g  

the  r o le  of so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  in  the  f o rm u la t io n  of s tu d e n ts '  

a s p i r a t io n s  and  p la n s  m a y  b e  a p p r o p r ia t e .

B re m b e c k ^  c la im s  th a t  th ro u g h  p e r s o n a l  o b s e rv a t io n  and  r e ­

s e a r c h  p r o c e d u r e s ,  p o s i t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  b e tw een  a  s tu d e n t 's  ed u ­

c a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  an d  h i s  f a m i l i a l  s o c ia l  c l a s s  b a c k g ro u n d  have  

b e e n  d e m o n s t r a te d ;  th is  i s  s a id  to be t r u e  b e c a u s e  o n e 's  le v e l  of 

a s p i r a t i o n  is  in f lu e n c e d  by  the  v a lu e s  d e r iv e d  f ro m  o n e 's  s o c io ­

ec o n o m ic  s ta tu s .  D ra w in g  f r o m  th a t  p o r t io n  of S e w e l l 's  w o rk  tha t  

does  in d ic a te  th is  k in d  of r e la t io n s h ip ,  B r e m b e c k  a d v a n c e s  a  s o c io ­

lo g ic a l  c la im  th a t  v a lu e s  of d i f f e r e n t  s o c ia l  p o s i t io n s  a r e  im p o r ta n t

in f lu e n c e s  on le v e l s  of e d u c a t io n a l  an d  o c c u p a t io n a l  a s p i r a t io n s .

2
P a r s o n s  , on th e  o th e r  hand , e m p h a s iz e d  th a t  e x p e c ta t io n s  a r e  

a n c h o re d  in  th e  c l a s s  s ta tu s  of the  f a m ily  of o r ie n ta t io n  of the 

pup il .  F o r  m id d le  an d  u p p e r  c l a s s  c h i ld re n ,  th e s e  k in d s  of e x p e c ­

ta t io n s  m a y  b e  of an  a s c r i b e d  n a tu re ;  fo r  lo w e r  c l a s s  c h i ld re n ,  how ­

e v e r ,  the  c a s e  m a y  be  so m e w h a t  d if fe re n t .  T h e  im p l ic a t io n  of

^ B re m b e c k ,  C ole  S. , S o c ia l  F o u n d a t io n s  of E d u c a t io n .  New 
Y ork: J o h n  W iley  a n d  Sons, I n c . ,  1966, pp. 140-144.

2
P a r s o n s ,  T a lc o t t ,  " G e n e r a l  T h e o ry  in  Socio logy. " R o b e r t  

K. M e r to n ,  L e o n a rd  B ro o m , an d  L e o n a rd  S. C o t t r e l l  (E d s .  ), 
Socio logy  T o d ay , N ew  Y ork: H a r p e r  a n d  Row, 1959, pp. 27 -28 .
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P a r s o n ' s  s ta te m e n t  i s  th a t  s o c ia l  c l a s s  i s  r e l a t e d  to a n t ic ip a te d  

a t ta in a b le  g o a ls ,  i. e. , p la n s  r a t h e r  th a n  a s p i r a t i o n s .

J o s e p h  K ahl h a s  a u th o re d  two to p ic a l  w o rk s  th a t  h av e  had  

h e u r i s t i c  v a lu e  in  th is  a r e a .  In T h e  A m e r i c a n  C la s s  S t r u c t u r e ,

K ahl^ d re w  upon th r e e  s tu d ie s  f o r  h is  d e s c r ip t io n  of the v ic io u s  

c i r c l e  to be  found in  w o rk in g  c l a s s  o c c u p a t io n s ,  th e  low e d u c a ­

t io n a l  a s p i r a t io n s  of c h i ld re n ,  an d  t h e i r  c o n se q u e n t  d e s t in a t io n  in  

lo w e r  c l a s s  o c c u p a t io n s .  A lthough  K ah l s e e m e d  to be  r e f e r r i n g  

to e d u ca t io n a l  p la n s ,  he  c o n c lu d ed  th a t  a s p i r a t i o n s  a r e  r e o r g a n iz e d  

to f i t  the fa c ts  of the c h i ld 's  e n v i ro n m e n t .  A s p i r a t io n s ,  a s  defined  

in  K a h l ' s book, h av e  b een  found by o th e r  r e s e a r c h e r s  to b e  l e s s  

r e l a t e d  to s o c ia l  c l a s s  th an  p la n s .  K a h l ' s m e th o d o lo g y  d o es  not 

p ro v id e  a  b a s i s  f o r  in fe re n c e  c o n c e rn in g  the  r e l e v a n c e  fo r  a s p i r a ­

t io n s  o r  p lan s .

2
In a  w e ll-k n o w n  a r t i c l e ,  K ah l found a  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw een  

so c io e c o n o m ic  c l a s s  an d  le v e l s  of e d u c a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s .  In th is  

s tudy, he  d e a l t  w ith  the  in f lu e n c e  of p a r e n t a l  p r e s s u r e  on  a s p i r a ­

t io n s ,  bu t th is  cou ld  be  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  p a r e n t a l  p e r c e p t io n s  of the  

a v a i la b i l i ty  of ed u c a t io n a l  a l t e r n a t iv e s ,  i. e. , r e a l  g o a ls  to be

^Kahl, J o s e p h ,  T he  A m e r ic a n  C la s s  S t r u c t u r e . N ew  Y ork:
T h e  R in e h a r t  Co. , 1957, pp. 2 0 5 -2 0 8 .

2
K ahl, J o s e p h ,  "E d u c a t io n a l  an d  O c c u p a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  of 

'C o m m o n  M an ' B o y s .  " H a r v a r d  E d u c a t io n a l  R e v ie w , XXIII (S pring  
1953), 186-203.
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p la n n e d  fo r  and  no t m e r e l y  to be  d e s i r e d .  K ah l m a d e  no d i s t i n c ­

t io n  in  th is  study b e tw een  a s p i r a t io n s  an d  p la n s ,  but t h e r e  m a y  be  

o th e r  f a c to r s  r e l a t e d  to the  f a m ily  s i tu a t io n  th a t  c o u ld  c r e a t e  d i f ­

f e r e n t i a l  p a r e n t a l  p r e s s u r e s  an d  in e q u i ta b le  e x p e c ta t io n s ,  e. g. , 

b i r t h  o r d e r ,  n u m b e r  of s ib l in g s ,  e tc . T h u s ,  a l l  of the  c h i ld r e n  in  

a  s in g le  fa m ily  cou ld  have  eq u a lly  h igh  l e v e l s  of a s p i r a t i o n s  w h ile  

t h e i r  a c tu a l  p la n s ,  a s  d i f fe re n t ia l ly  in f lu e n c e d  by p a r e n ta l  e x p e c ta ­

t io n s  an d  p r e s s u r e s ,  cou ld  be q u ite  d if fe re n t .

S ew ell and  S h a h \  in  s tudying  ed u c a t io n a l  le v e l  o r  s ta tu s  d i s ­

c r e p a n c i e s  b e tw een  p a r e n t s  a s  in flu en c in g  c o l le g e  p la n s ,  found 

s u p p o r t  fo r  K a h l ' s w o rk  w ith  r e g a r d  to  th e  im p o r ta n c e  of a  'c o m ­

m o n  m a n '  f a t h e r ' s  r o le  in  m o tiv a t in g  so n s  f o r  h ig h - le v e l  p la n s ;

2
b u t th ey  could f ind  no d i r e c t  ev id en ce  s u p p o r t in g  the  E l l i s - L a n e  

f in d in g s  th a t  a  f a t h e r ' s  d i s s a t i s f a c t io n  of h is  own a c h ie v e m e n t  m a y  

be  due to  the  f a c t  th a t  the  m o th e r ,  w ith  a  h ig h e r  l e v e l  of e d u ca t io n ,

3
m a y  c o n s ta n tly  r e m in d  h im  of the  s ta tu s  d i s c r e p a n c y .  K r a u s s  

a l s o  co n c lu d ed  th a t  a  m a j o r  s o u rc e  of h igh  e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s  fo r

^Sew ell a n d  Shah, op. c it.

2
E l l i s ,  R o b e r t  A. , an d  L ane , W. C lay to n , " S t r u c tu r a l  S up­

p o r t s  f o r  U p w ard  M ob ili ty .  " A m e r ic a n  S o c io lo g ic a l  R e v ie w , 
XXVIII (O c to b e r  1963), 743-756.

3
K r a u s s ,  I rv in g ,  "S o u rc e s  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  A m ong 

W orking  C la s s  Youth. " A m e r ic a n  S o c io lo g ic a l  R e v ie w , XIX (D e ­
c e m b e r  1964), 867-879 .
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w o rk in g  c la s s  youth  w as  due to the  s ta tu s  d i s c r e p a n c y  b e tw e e n  th e

p a r e n t s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  w hen  th a t  of th e  m o th e r  w as  the  h ig h e r  in

t e r m s  o f e d u c a t io n a l  a t ta in m e n t .  S ew ell  and  Shah co n c lu d ed  th a t

w hen  p a r e n ts  have  d i s c r e p a n t  l e v e l s  o f e d u c a t io n a l  a c h ie v e m e n ts ,

the  a n s w e r  to the q u e s t io n  of w hich  p a r e n t ' s  ed u ca t io n  is  m o r e

l ik e ly  to induce  h ig h - le v e l  a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  o f fsp r in g  d epends  on the

se x  an d  in te l l ig e n c e  of the ch ild  a s  w e ll  a s  on the p a r e n t ' s  le v e l  of

2
e d u c a t io n a l  a c h ie v e m e n t .  K an d e l and  L e s s e r  o f fe r  f u r th e r  s u p ­

p o r t  fo r  K a h l ' s a r g u m e n t  th a t  p a r e n t a l  a s p i r a t i o n  is  a  m o r e  p o ten t  

d e te r m in a n t  f o r  c h i ld r e n 's  e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s  th an  is  s o c ia l  c l a s s  

m e m b e r s h ip  p e r  se ,  f o r  i t  i s  s a id  th a t  the  im p a c t  of s o c ia l  c l a s s  

m a y  be a b s o rb e d  in the  n a tu r e  of m a t e r n a l  in f lu en c e .  In th is  s tudy, 

h o w e v e r ,  the  m e a s u r e s  of E d u c a t io n a l  Pleins m a y  no t h av e  b een  

v a l id  - w h ile  the  s tu d e n ts  an d  th e i r  b e s t  f r i e n d s  w e r e  a s k e d  to in ­

d ic a te  th e  h ig h e s t  l e v e l  of e d u c a t io n  th a t  th ey  e x p e c te d  to co m p le te ,  

m o th e r s  w e r e  a sk e d ,  "W hat is  th e  h ig h e s t  le v e l  of ed u c a t io n  you 

w ould  l ik e  y o u r  c h i ld  to  c o m p l e t e ? "  As c o m p a r e d  to th e  Sew ell 

an d  Shah s tudy, K an d e l  a n d  L e s s e r  m e a s u r e d  only  th e  m o t h e r ' s  i n ­

f lu e n c e ,  t h e r e b y  a s s u m in g  th a t  K ah l w a s  c o r r e c t  in  h is  c o n c lu s io n s .

^Sew ell a n d  Shah, op. c it .

2
K andel,  D e n is e  B. , an d  L e s s e r ,  G e r a ld  S. , " P a r e n t a l  and 

P e e r  In flu en ce  of E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  of A d o le s c e n ts .  " A m e r ic a n  
S o c io lo g ic a l  R ev iew , XXXIV (A p r i l  1969), 212-221 .
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E le s h ^  found th a t ,  w h ile  m o t h e r s '  e x p e c ta t io n s  a c c o u n te d  fo r  a  

s ig n if ic a n t  am o u n t of th e  v a r i a n c e  in  c o l le g e  p la n s ,  th is  v a r ia b le  

s e e m s  to  be of d i f f e r e n t ia l  s ig n i f ic a n c e  in  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  of c o m ­

m u n i t ie s .

In one of the e a r l i e r  in v e s t ig a t io n s  to  r a i s e  th e  q u e s t io n  of

w h e th e r  s tu d en ts  r e s p o n d  in  t e r m s  of r e a l i s t i c  a p p r a i s a l s  of l ife

c h a n c e s  as  o p posed  to s ta t in g  the  m o r e  g e n e r a l l y  h e ld  a s p i r a t i o n s

2
fo r  l i fe  g o a ls ,  S te p h en so n  a s s e s s e d  o c c u p a t io n a l  an d  e d u c a t io n a l

p la n s  a s  w ell  a s  o c c u p a t io n a l  an d  e d u c a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s .  He

found th a t  s tu d e n ts  c a n  and  do d i s t in g u i s h  b e tw e e n  a s p i r a t i o n s  and

p la n s ,  th a t  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  a f f e c t s  b o th  v a r i a b l e s ,  an d  th a t

the  d i s p a r i ty  b e tw een  the  two i t e m s  b e c o m e s  g r e a t e r  w ith  lo w e r

s o c ia l  c l a s s  b a c k g ro u n d s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  c u r r i c u l u m  c h o ice  and

o c c u p a t io n a l  ch o ice  w e r e  in  c o n fo rm i ty  w ith  e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s .

S te p h en so n  d ec id ed  th a t  s o c ia l  c l a s s  m a y  o r  m a y  not a f fe c t  the

m o b i l i ty  o r i e n ta t i o n s  of s tu d e n ts  in  m a n y  s tu d ie s ,  depend ing  upon

w h e th e r  the in v e s t ig a to r s  m e a s u r e d  a s p i r a t i o n s  o r  p la n s .

3
D raw in g  upon G in s b e r g 's  th e o r y  th a t  o c c u p a t io n a l  ch o ice  is

^ E le sh ,  D avid , "C o n te x ts  an d  C o l le g e  P la n s :  Tw o A l te r n a t iv e  
M o d e ls .  " C o lu m b ia  U n iv e r s i ty ,  P a p e r  p r e s e n t e d  a t  the  an n u a l  
m e e t in g  of the A m e r ic a n  S o c io lo g ic a l  A s s o c ia t io n ,  San  F r a n c i s c o ,  
A ugust,  1967. P p . 1-23.

2
S tep h en so n , op. c it.

O
G in s b e rg ,  E l i ,  " T o w a rd s  a  T h e o ry  of O c c u p a t io n a l  C h o ic e ."  

O ccu p a tio n s .  XXX (S p rin g  1952), 4 9 1 -4 9 4 .
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a  con tinu ing  p r o c e s s  con ta in ing  the  t h r e e  d i s t in c t  p h a s e s  of f a n ta s y  

c h o ic e s ,  te n ta t iv e  c h o ic e s  and  r e a l i s t i c  c h o ic e s ,  the o p e r a t iv e  f a c ­

t o r s  in  e a c h  p h a s e  of the  t r a n s i t io n  w e r e  e x a m in e d  by Y o u m an s .   ̂

Y o u m a n s '  a p p ro a c h  im p l ie s  th a t  a  p e r s o n ' s  d e c is io n s  r e g a r d in g  

fu tu r e  g o a ls  t r a v e r s e s  a  con tin u u m  f ro m  im a g in a ry  a c t s  to c o n ­

c r e t e  a c t s  - he h y p o th e s iz e d  th a t  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  i s  the  m o s t  

im p o r ta n t  v a r i a b le  in  th is  p r o c e s s .

E m p lo y in g  a  co n cep tu a l  c l a r i f i c a t io n  b e tw e e n  the c o n c e p ts  of 

a s p i r a t i o n s  and  p la n s ,  Y oum ans d i s c o v e re d  tha t,  in e a c h  s o c ia l  

s t r a t u m ,  boys do a s p i r e  to jo b s  th a t  they  do no t a n t ic ip a te  e v e r  

h av ing . A lso ,  f r o m  the  u p p e r  end to the  lo w e r  end  of th e  s o c ia l  

c l a s s  s c a le ,  t h e r e  i s  a  dow nw ard  t r e n d  in  bo th  d e s i r e - ty p e  an d  a n t i ­

c ip a t io n - ty p e  i t e m s .  L o w e r  c l a s s  y o u th s ,  who w e r e  s a id  to  have  

a  r e a l i s t i c  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of the  ideo logy , a l s o  h e ld  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  

" u p w a rd  m o b i l i ty "  v a lu e s  of o u r  na tion . Y oum ans  a l s o  found  th a t  

s ib l in g  p o s i t io n  in  th e  fa m ily  is  no t s ig n if ic a n t  in  the  d e c i s io n - m a k ­

ing p r o c e s s .  T he  s iz e  of the fa m ily ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  the  f a t h e r ' s  

e d u c a t io n  w e r e  r e l a t e d  to o c c u p a t io n a l  p la n s .  O c c u p a t io n a l  p la n s ,  

a s  w e ll  a s  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  w e r e  a ls o  r e l a t e d  to the  k in d s  of 

c u r r i c u l a  c h o se n  by s tu d e n ts .

^ Y oum ans , E . G ra n t ,  "O c c u p a tio n a l  E x p e c ta t io n s  of T w e lf th  
g r a d e  M ich ig an  B o y s . " op. c it.
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P o r t e r   ̂ a s k e d  high, schoo l s e n io r  boys  to in d ic a te  the  k in d s  of 

jo b s  th a t  they  p r e f e r r e d  to hold , th e i r  a c tu a l  p la n s  f o r  the  ag e  of 

25, fo r  the com ing  au tu m n , and  the  m a n n e r  in  w h ich  th ey  p lan n ed  

to a c h ie v e  th e i r  d i s c lo s e d  o b je c t iv e s .

P o r t e r  found th a t  t h e r e  w as  a  h igh  c o n s is te n c y  b e tw e e n  w h a t 

tw e lf th  g r a d e r s  p r e f e r ,  w hat th ey  p lan , and  w hat th ey  a c tu a l ly  do 

s ix  m o n th s  a f t e r  s ta t in g  th e i r  in te n t io n s .  P l a n s  w e r e  found to be 

m o r e  s ta b le  th a n  p r e f e r e n c e s  an d  to h av e  m o r e  u t i l i ty  in  the  p r e ­

d ic t io n  of a c tu a l  b e h a v io r .

2
B o rd u a  , in  s tudy ing  the  r e l a t io n s h ip s  of f a t h e r s '  o c c u p a t io n s ,  

s e x  an d  r e l ig io n  to c o l leg e  p la n s ,  found  th a t  w hen  c o l le g e  p la n s  

w e r e  r a n k - o r d e r e d ,  a  p e r f e c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of so c io e c o n o m ic  

s ta tu s  w a s  a lso  d e s c r ib e d .  He co n c lu d ed  th a t  s o c ia l  c l a s s  is  a

m a j o r  v a r i a b l e  in  the  f o rm u la t io n  of e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s .

3
B ro d ie  and  S u c h m a n  e x a m in e d  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  of s o c io e c o ­

n o m ic  s ta tu s  to e d u c a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  (d e f in ed  to  in c lu d e  only  the  

e l e m e n ts  of d e s i r e s ) ,  and  a s s e r t e d  th a t  s o c ia l  c l a s s  is  b a s ic a l ly

^ P o r t e r ,  op. c it.

B o rd u a , D av id  J .  , " E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  a n d  P a r e n t a l  
S t r e s s  on C o l le g e ."  S o c ia l  F o r c e s ,  XXXVIII (M a rc h  I960), 262-69 .

3
B ro d ie ,  D onald  O. , an d  S u ch m an , E d w a rd ,  "S o c io eco n o m ic  

S ta tu s  a n d  S tu d e n ts '  E d u c a t io n a l  D e s i r e s .  " U n iv e r s i ty  of P i t t s ­
b u rg h ,  P a p e r  p r e s e n t e d  to the  a n n u a l  m e e t in g  of the  A m e r ic a n  
S o c io lo g ic a l  A s s o c ia t io n ,  A u g u s t  1967, pp. 1-25.
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a  d e m o g ra p h ic  v a r i a b le  th a t  h a s  l i t t l e  e x p la n a to ry  v a lu e  in  the  

d e v e lo p m e n t  of a s p i r a t io n s .  C e r t a in  in te rv e n in g  v a r i a b le s  such  

a s  e d u c a t io n a l  e v a lu a t io n s ,  s e lf  - e v a lu a t io n s  an d  s o c ie ta l  e v a lu a ­

t io n s  w e re  s a id  to co n d it io n  the r e l a t io n s h ip  of so c io e c o n o m ic  s t a ­

tu s  to  ed u c a t io n a l  d e s i r e s .

In p re d ic t in g  c o lleg e  d ro p o u t,  B a y e r^  found  th a t  so c io e c o n o m ic  

v a r i a b l e s  c o n tr ib u te d  s u r p r i s in g ly  l i t t l e  w e ig h t  in  h is  p r e d ic t iv e  

equa tion , but the  d e g re e  of c o l leg e  c o m m itm e n t  (e. g. , c o l leg e  

p la n s ,  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  by m o th e r ,  f a th e r  an d  p e e r s )  h e ld  by  s tu ­

d en ts  d id  b e a r  a  r e l a t iv e ly  m a r k e d  r e l a t io n  to  a t t r i t i o n  and  the  r a t e  

of p r o g r e s s  th ro u g h  co lleg e .

C h a r t e r s  co n ten d s  th a t  s o c ia l  c l a s s  p o s i t io n  p r e d i c t s  g r a d e s ,  

a c h ie v e m e n t ,  in te l l ig e n c e  t e s t  s c o r e s ,  r e t e n t io n s  a t  g r a d e  lev e l ,  

c o u r s e  f a i lu r e ,  t ru a n c y ,  s u sp e n s io n s  f r o m  sch o o l,  h igh  sch o o l 

d ro p o u t,  p la n s  fo r  c o lleg e  a t te n d a n c e ,  a n d  to ta l  a m o u n t  of s c h o o l ­

ing. He n o te s  th a t  th e s e  k in d s  of p r e d i c t io n s  a r e  f a r  f r o m  p e r fe c t :  

s in c e  s o c ia l  c l a s s  p o s i t io n  r a r e l y  a c c o u n ts  fo r  m o r e  th a n  h a lf  the  

v a r i a n c e  of s ch o o l  " s u c c e s s ,  " the  law  i s  s a id  to  ap p ly  only  to

^ B ay e r ,  A lan  E . , "T h e  C o lle g e  D ro p -O u t :  F a c t o r s  A ffec ting  
S e n io r  C o lle g e  C o m p le t io n .  " S oc io logy  of E d u c a t io n ,  X L I (Sum ­
m e r  1 9 6 8 ), 305-316.

^ C h a r t e r s ,  W. W.  J r .  , "T he  S o c ia l  B a c k g ro u n d  of T e a c h in g ."  
N. L. G age  (E d . ) ,  H andbook of R e s e a r c h  on  T e a c h in g , Chicago: 
R and  M cN ally  and  Co. , 1963, p. 740.
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d i f f e r e n c e s  in  g ro u p  a v e r a g e s  and  to d i f f e r e n c e s  in  in d iv id u a l  s u c ­

c e s s .  E le s h ^  a d v a n c e s  the  a r g u m e n t  th a t  t h e r e  i s  a  t i m e - o r d e r  

s e q u e n c e  th a t  sh o u ld  be  c o n s id e re d  in  a s c e r t a in in g  th e  in f lu e n c e

of the  co n te x ts  of the  fa m ily  and  i t s  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  in  r e l a -

2
t ing  th e s e  o th e r  v a r i a b le s  to e d u ca tio n a l  p la n s .  Sew ell,  et. a l ,  

h av e  p ro p o s e d  a  c a u s a l  s e q u e n c e  th a t  b eg in s  w ith  the p a r e n t s ’ 

s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  p o s i t io n  and  the s tu d e n t 's  m e n ta l  a b i l i ty  - th e  o r d e r  

of the  r e m a in in g  f a c to r s  a r e :  schoo l a c h ie v e m e n t ,  in f lu e n c e  of

s ig n if ic a n t  o th e r s ,  l e v e ls  of ed u c a t io n a l  and o c c u p a t io n a l  a s p i r a ­

t io n s ,  and  e d u c a t io n a l  and  o c c u p a t io n a l  a t ta in m e n t .  In th is  s tudy , 

though, o c c u p a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  r e f e r  to d e s i r e d  o u tc o m e s  w h ile  

e d u c a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  r e f e r  to e x p e c ta t io n s .

S o c ia l  c l a s s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  in d ic e s  of the  o c c u p a t io n a l  

le v e l  of n e ig h b o rh o o d s ,  co m m u n ity  c o n tex ts  an d  schoo l c l im a te  

h av e  a l s o  b e e n  r a t h e r  e x te n s iv e ly  ex a m in e d  a s  d e te r m in a n ts  of 

p la n s  an d  a s p i r a t i o n s .

3
S ew ell and  A r m e r  found l a r g e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  r e l a t io n s h ip  

of s tu d e n ts '  c o l le g e  p la n s  an d  the  o c c u p a t io n a l  c o m p o s i t io n  of

^ E le sh ,  op. c it .

2
Sew ell, H a l l e r  an d  P o r t e s ,  op. c it.

^Sew ell, W ill iam  H. , an d  A r m e r ,  J .  M ic h a e l ,  " N e ig h b o r ­
hood  C o n tex t and  C o lleg e  P la n s .  " A m e r ic a n  S o c io lo g ic a l  R e v ie w , 
XXXI (A p ri l  1966), 159-168.
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t h e i r  n e ig h b o rh o o d s ;  b u t  th e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  c o n s id e ra b ly  r e ­

d u ced  a n d  ev en  e l im in a te d  w hen  the  v a r i a b l e s  of in te l l ig e n c e ,  f a m ily  

so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  an d  s e x  w e r e  s im u l ta n e o u s ly  c o n tro l le d .

T h e s e  v a r i a b l e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  d id  no t r e d u c e  the  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  p la n s  

fo r  g i r l s  of a l l  in te l l ig e n c e  l e v e l s  f r o m  the u p p e r  s o c ia l  c l a s s  b a c k ­

g ro u n d s .

1 2  
T u r n e r  and  H im m e lw e i t  s u p p o r t  S ew ell  and  A r m e r ' s c o n te n ­

tio n  th a t  in te l l ig e n c e  h a s  m o r e  r e s id u a l  in f lu en c e  th an  d o es  e i t h e r  

so c ia l  c l a s s  o r  n e ig h b o rh o o d  so c io e c o n o m ic  le v e l s ;  and  T u r n e r  

co n te n d s  th a t  n e ig h b o rh o o d  s o c io e c o n o m ic  le v e l  h a s  the  s m a l l e s t

3
in f lu e n c e  of the  t h r e e  v a r i a b l e s .  M ic h a e l  c la im s  th a t  s o c ia l  c l a s s  

an d  s o c ia l  se t t in g  a r e  ro u g h ly  eq u a l  in  in flu en c in g  c h i ld r e n 's  ab i l i ty ;  

th e  c a u s a l  e f fe c t  of the  n e ig h b o rh o o d  upon e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s  i s  due 

to the f a c t  th a t  a b i l i ty  a f fe c ts  c o l le g e  in te n t io n s .  H is  c o n c lu s io n s  

a r e  th a t  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  i s  m o r e  im p o r ta n t  fo r  g i r l s  and  th a t  

a b i l i ty  i s  m o r e  im p o r ta n t  fo r  boys  e x cep t  th o se  liv ing  in  l a r g e

T u r n e r ,  R a lph  H. , " C o m m u n ic a t io n s :  On N e ig h b o rh o o d  C o n ­
te x t  and  C o lleg e  P la n s .  " A m e r ic a n  S o c io lo g ic a l  R e v ie w , XXXI 
(O c to b e r  1968), 698-702 .

2
H im m e lw e i t ,  H ilde  T. , "T h e  Role of In te l l ig e n c e  in  M od ify ­

ing  S o c ia l  C la s s  D if fe r e n c e s  in  O utlook. " A c ta  P s y c h c lo g ic a , XIX 
(1961), 273-281  a s  r e p o r t e d  in  S o c ie ty  an d  E d u c a t io n ,  R o b e r t  J .  
H a v ig h u r s t  an d  B e r n ic e  L. N e u g a r te n ,  B oston : A llyn  a n d  B acon , 
Inc. , 1967, p. 55.

M ic h a e l ,  J o h n  A. , " C o m m u n ic a t io n s .  " A m e r ic a n  S o c io lo g i­
c a l  R ev iew , XXXI (O c to b e r  1966), 702-706.
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c i t i e s ;  th a t  s e x  is  l e s s  in f lu e n t ia l  th an  i s  e i t h e r  s o c ia l  c l a s s  b a c k ­

g ro u n d  o r  ab il i ty ;  and  th a t  s e x  i s  ev en  l e s s  im p o r ta n t  f o r  r u r a l  

c h i ld re n .  F in a l ly ,  M ic h a e l  s ta t e s  th a t  sex , in te l l ig e n c e  a n d  s o c ia l  

c l a s s  p r e d ic t  a t te n d a n c e  in  c o lleg e  d i f f e r e n t ia l ly  a c c o rd in g  to the 

s o c ia l  con tex t.  Boyle^ m a in ta in s  th a t  n e ig h b o rh o o d  c o n tex t  i n ­

f lu e n c e s  a s p i r a t io n s  th ro u g h  a n o r m a t iv e  c l im a te .

In t h e i r  r e jo in d e r  to the s e r i e s  of c r i t i q u e s  an d  c o m m e n ts  by 

T u r n e r ^ ,  M ic h a e l^ ,  an d  B oy le^ , Sew ell and  A r m e r ^  o b s e r v e d  th a t  

th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  in w hich  the  s tu d e n t  l iv e s  a t  th e  t im e  th a t  h is  

le v e l  of a s p i r a t io n  i s  a s c e r t a i n e d  i s  not n e c e s s a r i l y  the s a m e  n e ig h ­

b o rh o o d  into w h ich  he  w as  b o rn  o r  w a s  l iv in g  a t  th e  t im e  th a t  h is  

a s p i r a t i o n s  w e r e  developed . Of im p o r ta n c e  to  th is  s tudy , h o w e v e r ,  

i s  the  f a c t  th a t ,  th ro u g h o u t the  e n t i r e  a r g u m e n t  of th e s e  v a r io u s  

a u th o r s ,  the  th e o r e t ic a l  c o n c e p t  of a s p i r a t i o n s  w a s  v a g u e ly  an d  

a m b ig u o u s ly  e m p lo y ed  and  w as  o f ten  u s e d  in te r c h a n g e a b ly  w ith  

o th e r  su ch  c o n s t r u c t s  a s  c o lleg e  in te n t io n s ,  e x p e c ta t io n s  an d  p la n s .

^Boyle, R ic h a r d  P .  , " C o m m u n ic a t io n s .  " A m e r i c a n  S o c io lo g i­
c a l  R ev iew  , XXXI (O c to b e r  1966), 706-709.

2
T u r n e r ,  op. c it.

3
M ich a e l ,  op. c it.

4
B oyle , op. c it.

5
Sew ell,  W illiam  H. and  A r m e r ,  J .  M ic h a e l ,  " C o m m u n ic a ­

t io n s .  " A m e r ic a n  S o c io lo g ic a l  R eview , XXXI (O c to b e r  1966), 709-12 .
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P e r h a p s  th is  k in d  of c o n t r o v e r s y  m a y  be a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  r e ­

s o lv e d  w ith  g r e a t e r  d e f in it io n a l  p r e c i s i o n  an d  o p e ra t io n a l  s p e c i f i c a ­

t io n s  of the  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n cep ts .

W e in e r  an d  M u r r a y ^  in d if fe re n t ia t in g  be tw een  r e a l  an d  id e a l  

g o a ls ,  c o n ten d ed  th a t  a l l  f a m i l i e s  do h ave  h igh  a s p i r a t io n s  fo r  th e i r  

c h i ld re n .  It i s  w ith  the p e r c e p t io n s  of a c tu a l ly  a t ta in a b le  g o a ls  th a t  

t h e r e  i s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  h igh  a n d  low so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  

f a m i l i e s  - t h e r e  i s  a  fee l in g  of r e a c h a b le n e s s  in h e re n t  in  e d u c a ­

t io n a l  p la n s  th a t  d o es  n o t  app ly  to  e d u ca tio n a l  a s p i r a t io n s .  T h e r e ­

f o r e ,  a l l  c h i ld re n ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of s o c ia l  c l a s s  b ack g ro u n d ,  w ish  to 

b e c o m e  p r o f e s s io n a l s .  In th e i r  s tudy, h o w ev er ,  the m e a s u r e m e n t  

of e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s  d id  no t d i f f e r e n t ia te  b e tw een  s tu d e n ts  on the  

b a s i s  of s o c ia l  c l a s s .  T he  only w ay th a t  th e s e  i n v e s t ig a to r s  cou ld  

d i s c e r n  a  d i f f e r e n c e  in  s o c ia l  c l a s s  g ro u p in g s  w as  th ro u g h  c h e c k ­

ing  th e  c u r r i c u lu m  e n ro l lm e n t ,  w hich  w as  c o n s id e re d  to  be  a m o r e  

v a l id  m e a s u r e  of a c tu a l  e d u c a t io n a l  in te n t io n s .  T h u s ,  even  w ith  a  

th e o r e t i c a l  d i s t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  a s p i r a t i o n s  and  p la n s ,  the  W e in e r -  

M u r r a y  q u e s t io n n a i r e  i t e m s  a p p a re n t ly  w e r e  not v a l id  m e a s u r e s .

2  3
B e n n e tt  an d  G is t  and  G is t  and  B en n e tt  , in  m e a s u r in g  r a c i a l

^W ein e r  an d  M u r r a y ,  op. c i t .  

^ B e n n e tt  an d  G is t ,  op. c it .  

G is t  and  B en n e tt ,  op. c it .
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d i f f e r e n c e s  in  e d u c a t io n a l  an d  o c c u p a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  and  p la n s  

h ave  m a d e  s i m i l a r  c o n c e p tu a l  d i s t in c t io n s  b e tw e e n  r e a l i s t i c  and  

id e a l i s t i c  g o a ls .  In b o th  s tu d ie s ,  h o w e v e r ,  the  s o c ia l  c l a s s  d i f f e r ­

e n c e s  b e tw een  th e s e  two d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  of co g n it iv e  c o m p le t io n s  of 

the  a c t  w e re  not a s  g r e a t  a s  w e r e  s o c ia l  c l a s s  d i f f e r e n c e s  in p a r e n ­

ta l  in fluence .

In E l d e r ' s ^  s tu d y  of f e m a le  m o b i l i ty  th ro u g h  m a r r i a g e ,  a s p i ­

r a t io n s  - w h ich  s e e m e d  to be p r e s e n t e d  in  t e r m s  of w is h e s  o r  d e ­

s i r e s  - a p p e a r e d  to be c l a s s - s p e c i f i c ,  i. e. , the  r e a l i z a t io n  of su ch  

g o a ls  a p p e a r e d  to be  r e l a t e d  to m i d d l e - c l a s s  p e r c e p t io n s  of r e a l i ty .

It s e e m s  l ik e ly  th a t  a s p i r a t i o n s  w e r e  m e a s u r e d  in  th is  s tudy  in  

th a t  E l d e r  found lo w e r  and  m id d le  c l a s s  f e m a le  a d o le s c e n ts  h e ld

s im i l a r  s ta tu s  a s p i r a t i o n s .

2
H an  , who d is t in g u is h e d  b e tw e e n  a s p i r a t i o n s  an d  p la n s ,  v iew ed  

e a c h  co n cep t  a s  b e in g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of c o n t r a s t in g  th e o r e t ic a l  p e r ­

s p e c t iv e s .  T he  f i r s t  a p p ro a c h ,  m o r e  g e n e r a l ly  know n a s  c u l tu r a l  

d e p r iv a t io n  th e o ry ,  i s  b a s e d  on the  p r e m i s e  th a t  A m e r ic a n s  g e n e r ­

a l ly  s h a r e  c o m m o n  v a lu e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a s p i r a t io n s ,  i. e. , w is h e s ,  

m a y  be the  su b je c t  fo r  s tudy  in  th a t  a l l  A m e r ic a n s  a r e  though t to

^ E ld e r ,  G le n n  H. J r .  , " A p p e a ra n c e  and  E d u c a t io n  in  M a r r i a g e  
M o b ili ty .  " A m e r i c a n  S o c io lo g ic a l  R ev iew , XXXIV (A ugust 1969), 
519-533 .

2
Hani Wan Sang, "Tw o C on flic t in g  T h e m e s :  C o m m o n  V a lu e s  

V e r s u s  C la s s  D i f fe r e n t ia l  V a lu e s .  " A m e r ic a n  S o c io lo g ic a l  R e v ie w , 
XXXIV (O c to b e r  1969), 677-689 .
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s u b s c r ib e  to the  s a m e  k in d s  of e d u c a t io n a l  an d  o c c u p a t io n a l  d e s i r e s .

T h e  seco n d  a p p ro a c h ,  b a s e d  upon s o c ia l  s t r a t i f i c a t io n ,  w ou ld  le a d

to the p e r s p e c t iv e  th a t  v a lu e s  a r e  c l a s s - s p e c i f i c ;  r e c o g n i t io n  of

d if fe r in g  p e r c e p t io n s  of s o c ia l  r e a l i ty  and  o p p o r tu n i ty  w o u ld  le a d  to

the  e la b o ra t io n  of c o n c e p ts  r e f e r r i n g  to co g n it iv e  a n t ic ip a t io n s  of

s o c ia l  a c t s ,  i. e. , p la n s  and  e x p e c ta t io n s .  H an  h a s  w e l l  e s ta b l i s h e d

th e  p o in t  th a t  the  d e f in it io n s  of co n c e p ts  m a y  g o v e rn  the a p p r o a c h e s

to and  th e  in f e r e n c e s  m a d e  f ro m  an  in v e s t ig a t io n ;  if  an  a s s e r t i o n  i s

m a d e  in  t e r m s  of e x p e c ta t io n s ,  the v iew  of th o se  who m a in ta in  th a t

v a lu e s  a r e  c l a s s - s p e c i f i c  i s  su p p o r te d .  On the  o th e r  han d , th e

p o s i t io n  of co m m o n  v a lu e s  is  u p h e ld  w ith  th e  e v id e n c e  p r o v id e d  by

th o se  s tu d ie s  w h ich  a s s e s s  a s p i r a t i o n s  o r  w is h e s .

A n o th e r  a r e a  of c o n t r o v e r s y  re v o lv in g  a ro u n d  th e  q u e s t io n  of

so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  h a s  b e e n  th a t  of the s o c ia l  c o n te x t  of the

schoo l.  W ilson^ co n c lu d ed  th a t  s ch o o ls  have  d i f f e r e n t  c l im a te s  of

a s p i r a t i o n s  fo r  ed u c a tio n a l ,  o c c u p a t io n a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p r e f e r e n c e s .

2
H e r r i o t t  and  St. Jo h n  found th a t  the  s o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  of the

3
sch o o l  i s  r e l a t e d  to c o l le g e  p la n s  an d  d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r .  K r a u s s

^W ilson, A lan  B. , " R e s id e n t ia l  S e g re g a t io n  of S o c ia l  C l a s s e s  
an d  A s p i r a t io n s  of H igh School B oys. " A m e r ic a n  S o c io lo g ic a l  R e ­
v ie w , XXIV (D e c e m b e r  1959). 836-845 .

2
H e r r io t t ,  R o b e r t  E . , and  St. John , N an cy  H oyt, S o c ia l  C la s s  

an d  T h e  U rb a n  School, New York: Jo h n  W iley and  S ons, I n c . , 1966, 
pp. 53 -54 .

^ K ra u s s ,  op. c it.
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found  e d u c a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  i. e. , " p o te n t ia l  m o b i l i ty " ,  to  be  

a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  w h e th e r  c h i ld re n  a t te n d e d  m id d le - c l a s s  o r  w o rk in g -  

c l a s s  s c h o o ls .  M cD ill  and  C o le m a n   ̂ s ta te  th a t  s tu d e n ts  who h a v e  a 

h ig h  s ta tu s  p o s i t io n  in  t h e i r  schoo l ten d  to h ave  both  h ig h e r  c o l le g e  

p la n s  a n d  lo w e r  o r ie n ta t io n s  to a c h ie v e m e n t  than  do l o w e r - s t a t u s  

p u p i l s .  T h o se  s tu d e n ts  who do have  h igh  ed u c a tio n a l  p la n s  a r e  a l s o  

m o r e  l ik e ly  to a c q u i r e  h ig h e r  s ta tu s  in  the  school. S ince  i t  i s  u n ­

l ik e ly  th a t  a s p i r a t i o n s  w ould  be  r e l a t e d  to  s tu d en t p o p u la r i ty ,  M c D ill

a n d  C o le m a n  a p p a re n t ly  d id  e x p lo re  ed u c a t io n a l  p la n s .

2M cD ill ,  eL aL found th a t  the e f fe c t  of the so c io e c o n o m ic  s t a ­

tu s  of the  schoo l h a s  l i t t l e  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  a c h ie v e m e n t  w hen  o th e r  

d im e n s io n s  of the sch o o l e n v iro n m e n t  a r e  ex am in ed .  T h u s ,  they  

w e r e  le d  to q u e s t io n  the  u t i l i ty  of so c io e c o n o m ic  co n tex t  fo r  d e t e r -

3
m in in g  n o r m a t iv e  c l im a te s  of s c h o o ls .  L a v in  h a s  d e s c r ib e d  the  

c o n c e p t  of s o c ia l  c l a s s  a s  being  a  s u m m a r iz a t io n  v a r i a b le  w h ich  

s e e m s  to  h av e  l i t t l e  u t i l i ty  w hen such  com ponen t f a c to r s  a s  a c h ie v e -

^M cD ill,  E d w a rd  L. , a n d  C o le m a n , J a m e s ,  "H igh School 
S o c ia l  S ta tu s ,  C o lleg e  P la n s ,  an d  I n t e r e s t  in  A c a d e m ic  A c h ie v e m e n t:  
A P a n e l  A n a ly s is .  " A m e r ic a n  S o c io lo g ica l  R ev iew , XXXVIII (D e ­
c e m b e r  1963), 905-918 .

2
M cD ill ,  E d w a rd  D. , M e y e r s ,  E d m o n d  D. J r . ,  an d  R ig sb y ,

L e o  C. , " In s t i tu t io n a l  E f f e c ts  on the  A c a d e m ic  B e h a v io r  o f  H igh 
S ch o o l  S tu d en ts .  " S ocio logy  of E d u c a tio n ,  XL (S u m m e r  1967), 181- 
199.

3
L a v in ,  D av id  E . , T h e  P r e d ic t io n  of A c a d e m ic  P e r f o r m a n c e .  

H a r t f o r d :  R u s s e l l  Sage F o u n d a tio n ,  1965, pp. 181-199.
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m e n t  v a lu e s  an d  a c h ie v e m e n t  m o t iv a t io n  a r e  s e p a r a t e ly  e x am in ed .  

B o th  M cD ill  an d  a s s o c i a t e s ^  and  C o le m a n ^  have  co n c lu d ed  th a t  the  

in d iv id u a l 's  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  is  r e l a t e d  to  the  ed u c a t io n a l  

a s p i r a t i o n s  of o th e r  s tu d e n ts  in  the  s a m e  schoo l.

Two g e n e r a l  e x p la n a to ry  p r o c e s s e s  o f ten  em p lo y ed  in  c o n te x -  

tu a l  s tu d ie s  h av e  b e e n  d e s c r ib e d  by  E le s h .  The f i r s t  d e a ls  w ith  

th e  s e le c t io n  o r  s e l f - s e l e c t i o n  of p a r t i c u l a r  in d iv id u a ls  to p a r t i c u ­

l a r  c o n te x ts  w h e re b y  a t t r i b u t e s  of c o l le c t iv i t i e s  d e r iv e  th e i r  s t a ­

tu s  f r o m  th o se  o f th e  c o n s t i tu e n ts .  It is  s a id  th a t  th is  e x p la n a to ry  

a p p ro a c h  m ay  be m o r e  a p p l ic a b le  to th o se  c o n te x ts  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

by h igh  g ro w th  r a t e s  o r  h igh  tu rn o v e r .  T he se c o n d  e x p la n a to ry  

p r o c e s s  is  t e r m e d  s o c ia l iz a t io n :  th is  p r o c e s s  i s  m o r e  a p p r o p r ia t e  

in  s ta b le  c o m m u n i t ie s  w h e re  s o c ia l  r e la t io n s h ip s  and  v a lu e  c l i ­

m a t e s  h ave  h a d  t im e  to  d eve lop . T h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  s e e m  to  o p e r a te

in  s e q u e n t ia l  o r d e r  a s  i s  e v id e n c e d  by th e  d i s c u s s io n  by B ro o k o v e r  

4
an d  E r i c k s o n  c o n c e rn in g  the  chang ing  of e x p e c ta t io n s  and  a c a d e m ic  

a c h ie v e m e n t .

^M cDill, M e y e r s  a n d  R igsby , op. c it .

2
C o le m a n , J a m e s  S. , _et. a k  , E q u a l i ty  of E d u c a t io n a l  O p p o r ­

tu n i ty , W ashing ton : U. S. G o v e rn m e n t  P r in t in g  O ffice , 1966, p. 29.

3
E le s h ,  op. c i t .  , pp. 5 -6 .

^ B ro o k o v e r ,  W ilb u r  B. , a n d  E r ic k s o n ,  E d s e l  L . , S o c ie ty , 
S choo ls ,  an d  L e a r n i n g . B os ton : A lly n  a n d  B acon , Inc. , 1969, pp. 
8 0 -9 3 .
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T h is  s u g g e s ts  th a t  c h i ld re n  who h av e  b e e n  s e le c te d  in to  a  p a r ­

t i c u l a r  sch o o l m a y  b r in g  w ith  th e m  a l l  of th e  v a r io u s  c o m p o n en t  a t -  

t i tu d in a l  an d  b e h a v io r a l  f a c to r s  s u b su m e d  u n d e r  the  s u m m a r iz a t io n  

v a r i a b le  of so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s .  With the  p r e d o m in a n c e  of a  p a r ­

t i c u l a r  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  c a te g o ry  w ith in  a  schoo l, th en ,  the  

s ch o o l  i s  l ik e ly  to  a c q u i r e  a  so c ia l  s ta tu s  th a t  a p p r o x im a te s  th a t  of 

the  m a j o r i t y  c l a s s i f i c a t io n  of s tu d e n ts .  To the  e x te n t  th a t  the  sch o o l  

p o p u la t io n  o r  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the  p o p u la t io n  b e c o m e  s ta b i l iz e d ,  

i t  i s  l ik e ly  th a t  th e  p r e r e q u i s i t e  s o c ia l  r e l a t io n s h ip s  w il l  dev e lo p  to 

f o r m  a type  of v a lu e  c l im a te .  A t th is  po in t,  the  se c o n d  p r o c e s s  m a y  

co m e  in to  o p e ra t io n ,  i. e. , s o c ia l iz a t io n  w ith  r e f e r e n c e  to the  e x i s t ­

ing v a lu e  c l im a te  an d  the  e x p e c ta t io n s  f o r  a c h ie v e m e n t  and  fu tu re  

a c c o m p l i s h m e n ts  th a t  a r e  v iew ed  a s  be ing  v ia b le  u n d e r  th is  v a lu e  

c l im a te .

The s o c ia l  c o m p o s i t io n  of the  schoo l,  due to the  in i t ia l  p r o c e s s  

of s e le c t io n ,  m a y  th e n  b e c o m e  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  the  n o r m s  of p e r ­

fo rm a n c e .  P a s t  r e s e a r c h  s e e m s  to in d ic a te  th a t  the  d o m in a n t  n o r m s  

of a  s y s te m  te n d  to g o v e rn  the  b e h a v io r  of th o se  who a r e  in c lu d e d  in  

the  s y s te m .  In tu rn ,  the  n o rm a t iv e  b e h a v io r  p a t t e r n s  m a y  o p e r a te  

in  such  a  m a n n e r  a s  to m odify  the  e x p e c ta n c ie s  o f th o se  who a r e  a  

p a r t  of the  s y s te m ,  i. e. , th o se  p e o p le  w h o se  m e m b e r s h ip  i s  i n t e ­

g r a l ,  i n t e r m e d ia r y ,  o r  p e r ip h e r a l .  T h e s e  e x p e c ta n c ie s  m a y  s e r v e  

to  r e in f o r c e  a n d  p e r p e tu a te  th e  d o m in an t  b e h a v io r a l  n o r m s .
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W ithin the  sch o o l s y s te m ,  e x p e c ta n c ie s  of t e a c h e r s  an d  o f  s t u ­

d e n ts  m a y  be a  fu n c t io n  of n o rm a t iv e  co d es  of b e h a v io r  w h ich  s e e m  

l ik e ly  to be in f lu e n c e d  by the p r o c e s s  of s e le c t io n  o r  a s s ig n m e n t  to 

a  s y s te m .  T h e se  g e n e r a l i z e d  e x p e c ta n c ie s  m a y  s e r v e  to r e g u la te  

l e v e l s  of a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  e x p e c ta t io n s  r e g a rd in g  c a r e e r  s e le c t io n .

T h e  no tio n  th a t  t h e r e  m a y  be a  dom in an t n o rm a t iv e  s y s te m  in  s c h o o ls  

h a s  le d  to the co n ten tio n  th a t  t h e r e  m a y  be a  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  an  

i n d iv id u a l 's  e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s  an d  th o se  of h is  p e e r  g ro u p .

In  su m m in g  up v a r io u s  s tu d ie s ,  H e r r io t t^  c a m e  to the  c o n c lu ­

s io n  th a t  th ro u g h  a  n u m b e r  of in v e s t ig a t io n s  "we know th a t  boys  

h a v e  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  than  g i r l s .  " In  h is  own r e ­

s e a r c h ,  he found th a t  the  s t r o n g e s t  " in d ep en d en t r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  

l e v e l  of a s p i r a t i o n  . . . w a s  w ith  the  ex p e c ta t io n  p e r c e iv e d  f r o m  a  

f r i e n d  of the  s a m e  a g e .  " A s p i ra t io n s  a l s o  v a r i e d  w ith  the  le v e l  of 

s e l f - a s s e s s m e n t  and  the  l e v e l  of e x p e c ta t io n  of s ig n if ic a n t  f r i e n d s .  

A lth o u g h  H e r r i o t t  e m p lo y e d  the co n c e p ts  of a s p i r a t i o n s  an d  e x p e c ­

ta t io n s  in te rc h a n g e a b ly ,  a c tu a l  p la n s  fo r  the fu tu r e  s e e m s  to h av e

2
b e e n  the  f a c to r  th a t  w a s  a s s e s s e d .  A le x a n d e r  an d  C a m p b e l l  s u p ­

p o r t e d  th e  co n te n tio n  th a t  the p e r c e iv e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of f r i e n d s

^ H e r r io t t ,  R o b e r t  E .  , "S om e D e te rm in a n ts  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s ­
p i r a t i o n .  " H a r v a r d  E d u c a t io n a l  R e v ie w , XXXIII (Spring. 1963), 157-77.

2
A le x a n d e r ,  C. N o rm a n  J r .  , and  C am p b e ll ,  E r n e s t  Q. , " P e e r  

In f lu e n c e s  on A d o le s c e n t  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s  an d  A t ta in m e n ts .  " 
A m e r i c a n  S o c io lo g ic a l  R e v ie w ,XXIX (A ugust 1964), 568-575 .
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a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  o n e 's  e d u c a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  e x p e c ta t io n s .  

H a l l e r  an d  B u t te rw o r th ^ ,  in  d is t in g u ish in g  b e tw e e n  " r e a l i s t i c  and  

id e a l i s t i c  le v e l s  of a s p i r a t i o n s ,  " t r i e d  to a s s e s s  the f o r m e r  by  a s k ­

ing p u p i ls  to in d ic a te  jo b s  " I 'm  s u r e  I can  get.  " T he v a l id i ty  of 

th is  i te m  m a y  be q u e s t io n a b le :  r e s p o n s e s  m a y  be in d ic a t iv e  of

p e r c e p t io n s  of a b i l i ty  a n d  a v a i la b i l i ty  r a t h e r  th an  of p la n n e d - fo r  

g o a ls .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  a  s tu d e n t  m a y  r e p ly  th a t  he is  c e r t a in  th a t  he 

can  ge t a  job  in  a  s e r v i c e  s ta t io n  any  t im e  th a t  he a p p l ie s  fo r  the 

p o s i t io n ,  bu t h is  c o g n i t iv e ly -h e ld  v o c a t io n a l  g o a ls  m a y  be c o n s id e r ­

ab ly  d if fe re n t .  W hile  few  c o n c lu s io n s  m a y  be d e r iv e d  f ro m  the  

H a l le r  and  B u t te r w o r th  s tu d y  on the  r e s u l t s  of p e e r  g ro u p  in flu en ce , 

they  did find  a  s t r o n g e r  r e l a t io n s h ip  w ith  e d u c a t io n a l  a s p i r a t io n s  

than  w ith  o c c u p a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s .  H a l l e r  and  B u t te rw o r th  d id  

no t d i s c u s s  the  d i f f e r e n t i a l  im p a c t  th a t  p e e r  g ro u p  in flu en ce  m ig h t  

have  upon  a s p i r a t i o n s  v e r s u s  p la n s ,  bu t th ey  d id  m a k e  the o b s e r v a ­

tio n  th a t  a  p o s s ib le  d i s c r e p a n c y  m ig h t  e x is t .

2
In a n o th e r  s tu d y  on  p e e r  g ro u p  in f lu en c e ,  E r i c k s o n  found th a t  

f r i e n d s '  e x p e c ta t io n s  h a d  l i t t l e  in f lu en c e  upon  te n th  g r a d e r s ;  the 

im p o r ta n c e  of p a r e n t a l  e x p e c ta t io n s  s e e m e d  to be c o n s id e ra b ly

^ H a lle r ,  A. O. , a n d  B u t te r w o r th ,  C .E .  , " P e e r  In f lu e n c e s  on 
L e v e ls  of O c c u p a t io n a l  a n d  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n .  " S o c ia l  F o r c e s ,  
XXXVIII (May I960), 2 8 9 -2 9 5 .

2
E r ic k s o n ,  E d s e l  L . , "A S tudy of the  N o r m a t iv e  In fluence  of 

P a r e n t s  and  F r i e n d s .  " C o o p e ra t iv e  R e s e a r c h  P r o j e c t  #2831, op. 
c i t . , pp. 191-204.
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g r e a t e r .

In th e  a r e a  of a s s o c ia t in g  a s p i r a t i o n s  an d  p la n s  w ith  o th e r  

f a c to r s ,  one v a r i a b l e  h a s  r e c e iv e d  c o n s id e ra b le  a t te n t io n ;  an d  

th e r e  i s  a  g e n e r a l  c o n s e n su s  w ith  r e s p e c t  to i t s  u t i l i ty .  G len n  and  

H y l a n d \  G re e le y ^ ,  M ack  £ t .  a l . ^ an d  R hodes  an d  N a m ^  h av e  a l l  

f a i le d  to f ind  any  s ig n if ic a n t  a s s o c ia t io n  b e tw e e n  r e l ig io u s  id e n t i ty  

w ith in  th e  schoo l s tu d en t  body c o m p o s i t io n  an d  l e v e l s  of a s p i r a ­

t io n s  o r  p la n s .  The v a r i a b le  of r e l ig io n  h a s  n o t b e e n  in c lu d e d  f o r  

a n a ly s is  in  the p r e s e n t  p r o je c t  s in c e  th is  i t e m  w a s  no t one of the 

f a c to r s  a s s e s s e d  in  the  o r ig in a l  lo n g itu d in a l  p r o je c t s  f r o m  w hich  

th is  s tudy  is  d e r iv e d .  A s in d ic a te d  above , h o w e v e r ,  th is  d o es  no t 

a p p e a r  to be  a  s e r io u s  s h o r tc o m in g  in  th e  c o l le c t io n  of the da ta .

T h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  o th e r  v a r i a b l e s  a n d  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  p r o c e -

^Glenn, N o rv a l  D. , an d  H yland, Ruth, " R e l ig io u s  P r e f e r e n c e  
an d  W orld ly  S u c c e s s :  S o m e  E v id e n c e  f r o m  N a tio n a l  S u rv e y s .  " 
A m e r ic a n  S o c io lo g ica l  R e v ie w , XXXII ( F e b r u a r y  1967), 73-85 .

2
G re e le y ,  A n d rew  M. , " In f lu en ce  of the  'R e l ig io u s  F a c t o r '  on 

C a r e e r  P la n s  and  O c c u p a t io n a l  V a lu e s  of C o lleg e  G r a d u a te s .  " 
A m e r ic a n  J o u r n a l  of S ocio logy , LX VIII (M ay 1963), 658-671 .

3
M ack , R ay m o n d  W. , M u rp h y  R ay m o n d  J .  , an d  Y e ll in ,  S e y ­

m o u r ,  "T h e  P r o t e s t a n t  E th ic ,  L e v e l  of A s p i r a t io n  a n d  S o c ia l  M o­
b il i ty :  An E m p i r i c a l  T e s t .  " A m e r ic a n  S o c io lo g ic a l  R e v ie w , XXI 
(1956), 295-300.

^R h o d es , A. L e w is ,  an d  N a m , C h a r le s  B. , "T h e  R e l ig io u s  
C o n tex t of E d u c a t io n a l  E x p e c ta t io n s .  " F l o r i d a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty ,  
P a p e r  p r e s e n t e d  a t  the  a n n u a l  m e e t in g  of the  A m e r ic a n  S o c io lo g i­
c a l  A s so c ia t io n ,  S an  F r a n c i s c o ,  C a l i fo rn ia ,  A u g u s t  1967.
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d u r e s  e n u m e r a t e d  b y  v a r io u s  a u th o r s  tha t ,  w h ile  being  a p p l ic a b le  

to the  sch o o l  s i tu a t io n ,  do n o t  a p p e a r  to be r e le v a n t  to  th is  p a r t i c u ­

l a r  p r o je c t .  L av in^  h a s  q u e s t io n e d  the  c u r r e n t  u t i l i ty  of such  v a r i ­

a b le s  a s  ag e  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  in  the  schoo l,  h igh  schoo l s iz e ,  and  the
2

a c a d e m ic  lo a d s  a s s u m e d  by s tu d e n ts .  G r i g g s  and  M id d le to n  h ave  

p r e s e n t e d  a  c r i t i c i s m  of the  s a m p le s  o ften  u s e d  in  r e s e a r c h  w h ich  

h a s  b e e n  ta k e n  in to  a c c o u n t  in  th is  p r o je c t  - m an y  s tu d ie s  d ea l  

only  w ith  h ig h  sch o o l  s e n io r s ,  a  s e le c t  g ro u p  th a t  a u to m a t ic a l ly  e x ­

c lu d e s  a  g r e a t  m a n y  s tu d e n ts  f r o m  the  lo w e r  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  

c a t e g o r i e s .  T he  p o p u la t io n  to b e  in v e s t ig a te d  in  th is  s tudy w il l  be  

th a t  of th e  e n t i r e  n in th  g r a d e  p o p u la t io n  e n ro l le d  in  fo u r  d i f f e re n t  

h igh  s c h o o ls .

One of the m a j o r  o b je c t iv e s  of th is  r e v ie w  of the l i t e r a t u r e  i s  

to e m p h a s iz e  th a t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  v a r i a b l e s  th a t  h ave  r e c e iv e d  an  

e x te n s iv e  a m o u n t  of in v e s t ig a t io n  by o th e r  a u th o r s .  T h e re f o re ,  one 

of the  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  p r o b le m s  is  th a t  of s e le c t in g  th o se  v a r i a b le s  

th a t  h av e  b e e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  to be  r e l e v a n t  to (1) the  d e v e lo p m e n t 

of a s p i r a t i o n s ,  (2) th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  of p la n s ,  an d  (3) h igh  schoo l 

d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r .  In th e  c h a p te r  w h ich  d e a ls  w ith  f in d in g s ,  r e s u l t s

^L av in , op. c i t .  , pp. 134-135.

2
G r ig g s ,  C h a r l e s  M. , a n d  M id d le to n , R u s s e l l ,  "C o m m u n ity  of 

O r ie n ta t io n  a n d  O c c u p a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  of N inth  G ra d e  S tu d en ts .  " 
S o c ia l  F o r c e s ,  X X X V in  (M ay I960), 202-208 .
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of i n t e r c o r r e l a t i o n a l  an d  f a c to r  a n a ly s e s  s h a l l  be p r e s e n t e d  w h ich  

sh a ll  co n s ti tu te  the  b a s e s  fo r  the  in c lu s io n  of the  m o s t  r e le v a n t  

v a r i a b l e s  and  the e x c lu s io n  of th o s e  f a c t o r s  w h ich  a p p e a r  to be 

e i th e r  red u n d an t  o r  of doubtfu l u t i l i ty .  T h o se  v a r i a b l e s  e x t r a c te d  

f ro m  th is  a n a ly s is  s h a l l  c o n s t i tu te  th e  b a s i s  f o r  the  f in a l  t h e o r e t i ­

c a l  an d  a n a ly t ic a l  m o d e l  to b e  p r e s e n t e d  in  the f ind ings  c h a p te r  

and  in  the  f in a l  c h a p te r  of th is  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  T h e  r e v ie w  of the  

l i t e r a t u r e ,  h o w ev er ,  does  in d ic a te  the  n e c e s s i t y  of e x am in in g  th e  

im p a c t  on b e h a v io r  of s o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  m e a s u r e d  in te l l ig e n c e  

s c o r e s  and  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  - n e a r ly  e v e ry  s tudy  su rv e y e d  

h a s  a s s o c ia te d  one o r  m o r e  of t h e s e  f a c t o r s  w ith  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  p lan s  

o r  d ro p o u t.  S ince  i t  h a s  b e e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  th a t  the  v a r i a b l e s  of 

se x  (a s  h a s  b een  d is c u s s e d )  and  r a c e ^  a r e  l ik e ly  to ex h ib i t  m a r k e d  

v a r ia t io n  and, s in c e  - in  th is  e x p lo r a to r y  s tu d y  - c o n t ro l  i s  d e s i r e d  

p r i o r  to ex p an s io n  to  a  m o r e  g e n e r a l i z e d  p o p u la t io n ,  th is  s tudy  is  

d e s ig n e d  to f o r e c a s t  the  h igh  sch o o l  d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r  of w hite  

m a le s  only.

As h a s  b e e n  e m p h a s iz e d  in the  r e v ie w  of th e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  c a u ­

tio n  shou ld  be e x e r c i s e d  in  i n t e r p r e t i n g  f in d in g s  c o n c e rn in g  th e

It h a s  b e e n  found th a t  r a c i a l  g ro u p s  in  th is  s tu d e n t  p o p u la t io n  
do d i f fe r  in  s e l f - c o n c e p t  an d  c e r t a i n  o th e r  v a r i a b l e s .  M o rs e ,  
R ic h a rd ,  " S e lf -C o n c e p t  of A b il i ty  an d  Schoo l A c h ie v e m e n t:  A C o m ­
p a r a t iv e  Study of N e g ro  a n d  C a u c a s ia n  S tu d e n ts .  " C o o p e ra t iv e  R e ­
s e a r c h  P r o j e c t  #2831 , op. c i t .  P p .  205-210.
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c o n c e p ts  of a s p i r a t io n s  an d  p la n s .  F o r  ex a m p le ,  i t  m a y  o f te n  be  

th a t  no d i f f e r e n c e s  a p p e a r  b e tw e e n  c a te g o r ie s  of s tu d e n ts  in  the  

a s s e s s m e n t  of g o a ls  th a t  a r e  w is h e d  fo r  (w hich  i s  f r e q u e n t ly  no t 

c la r i f ie d ) ,  but a  g r e a t  d ea l  of d i f f e re n c e  m a y  b e  e v id e n c e d  w hen 

a n t ic ip a te d  o u tc o m e s  a r e  d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  a s p i r a t i o n s .

B ro o k o v e r  an d  a s s o c ia te s ^  h av e  m a d e  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  d is t in c t io n  

b e tw een  the  c o n s t r u c t s  of ed u c a t io n a l  p la n s  an d  e d u c a t io n a l  a s p i r a ­

t io n s  th a t  h a s  b e e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  to  b e  e m p i r i c a l ly  f ru i t fu l .  They  

h av e  de f in ed  a  p la n  a s  be ing  a  p e r s o n ' s  e x p e c ta t io n  of w h a t  he w il l  

a t t a in  o r  w il l  have  a c c o m p l is h e d  a t  so m e  fu tu r e  d a te .  A s p i ra t io n s ,  

on th e  o th e r  hand , a r e  de f in ed  a s  w h a t  a  p e r s o n  w is h e s  fo r  o r  d e ­

s i r e s .  T h ey  found th a t  w hen  a s p i r a t io n s  a r e  c o n tro l le d ,  s tu d e n ts '  

e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s  w e r e  p o s i t iv e ly  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e ­

m e n t;  b u t w hen  e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s  w e r e  c o n t ro l le d ,  v a r i a t io n s  in  

e d u c a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  a c c o u n te d  f o r  no m o r e  than  one o n e -h u n ­

d r e d th s  of the v a r ia t io n  in  s tu d en t  a c h ie v e m e n t .  A s p i r a t io n s ,  i. e. , 

d e s i r e s ,  w e re  found to have  e x t r e m e ly  l im i t e d  u t i l i ty  in  th e  p r e d i c ­

t io n  of a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  a s  c o m p a r e d  to  s tu d e n ts '  e d u c a t io n a l  

p la n s .

2
H a rd in g  e m p lo y e d  the  c o n s t r u c t  of e d u c a t io n a l  e x p e c ta t io n s

^ B ro o k o v e r ,  a l . , " E d u c a tio n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  . . . ", op. c it .  

2
H a rd in g ,  K en n e th  L . , "A C o m p a ra t iv e  S tudy of C a u c a s ia n
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(i. e. , the  le v e l  in  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  s y s te m  w h ich  the  s tu d en t  e x ­

p e c ts  to a t ta in  and  n o t  th e  l e v e l  w h ich  he w ould  l ik e  to a t ta in )  a s  a 

v a r ia b le  to a cco u n t  fo r  h ig h  sch o o l  d ro p o u t.  U sing  a  d e f in it io n  

c o n s is te n t  w ith  th e  p r e s e n t  a u t h o r ' s  c o n c e p tu a l iz a t io n  of e d u c a ­

t io n a l  p la n s ,  H a rd in g  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  v o lu n ta ry  d ro p o u ts  d iffe r  

f r o m  n o n -d ro p o u ts  on the  b a s i s  of e d u c a t io n a l  e x p e c ta t io n s  even  

w hen  in te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s ,  s o c ia l  c l a s s  m e a s u r e s ,  an d  g r a d e  po in t 

a v e r a g e s  w e r e  p a r t i a l l e d  out. H a rd in g  d id  not, h o w e v e r ,  ex am in e  

th e  e f fe c ts  of e d u c a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  a s  r e l a t e d  to  d ropou t.

In a  p r e v io u s  s tudy , the c u r r e n t  a u th o r   ̂ r e a c h e d  the  c o n c lu ­

s io n s  th a t  (1) the  c o n s t r u c t s  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  and  E d u c a t io n a l  

A s p i r a t io n s  a r e  m u tu a l ly  e x c lu s iv e  an d  (2) th a t  ea c h  c o n s t r u c t  m a y  

m a k e  an in d ep en d en t  c o n t r ib u t io n  in  f o r e c a s t in g  h igh  sch o o l d r o p ­

o u t  b e h a v io r .  E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  s e e m e d  to have  the g r e a t e r  va lue  

in  f o re c a s t in g  d ropou t;  bu t,  w hen  k now ledge  of the l e v e l s  of both  

E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  and  E d u c a t io n  A s p i r a t i o n s  w as  e m p lo y ed  in  f o r e ­

c a s t in g  d ropou t,  the  p r e d ic t iv e  e f f ic ie n c y  w a s  c o n s id e ra b ly  e n ­

h an ced .  In th is  s tudy, h o w e v e r ,  th e  a n a ly s i s  c o n s is te d  of the m o re  

co m m o n  tec h n iq u e  of k e e p in g  a l l  v a r i a b l e s  (i. e . , s o c io e c o n o m ic

M a le  H igh School S tu d en ts  Who S tay  in  School and  T h o se  Who D rop  
Out. " U n p u b lish ed  D o c to ra l  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  M ic h ig a n  S ta te  U n iv e r ­
s ity ,  E a s t  L a n s in g ,  M ich ig an ,  1966. P p .  i i i  + 120.

^B ry an , op. c it.
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s ta tu s ,  in te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s  an d  s e l f - c o n c e p t  of a c a d e m ic  ab ility )  

c o n s ta n t  bu t one.

The p r e s e n t  p r o je c t  w il l  go b ey o n d  th e s e  f in d in g s  by in t r o d u c ­

ing o th e r  r e le v a n t  v a r i a b le s  and  ac c o u n t in g  fo r  t h e i r  in t e r a c t iv e  

an d  ad d i t iv e  e f fe c ts  v ia  m u l t ip le  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a ly s is  in  the  f o r e ­

c a s t in g  of a  m a jo r  ro le  change  an d  an im p o r t a n t  a n te c e d e n t  of 

c a r e e r  d ev e lo p m en t - v o lu n ta ry  h igh  sch o o l  d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r .

R e la te d  T h e o r e t i c a l  L i t e r a t u r e

As p re v io u s ly  m e n t io n e d ,  B r o o k o v e r  a n d  a s s o c i a t e s ^  h ave  

p r o f f e r e d  a co n cep tu a l  c l a r i f i c a t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  c o n c e p ts  of a s p i ­

r a t io n s  and  p lan s  th a t  i s  c o n s is te n t  w ith  the  p o s i t io n  of th is  d i s s e r ­

ta t io n .  P la n s  a r e  d e f in ed  a s  o n e 's  p e r c e p t io n s  of w hat he w il l  be

doing a t  so m e  fu tu re  da te ; a s p i r a t i o n s  a r e  d e f in e d  a s  w is h e s  o r

2
d e s i r e s .  In a s u m m a r iz a t io n  of M e a d ia n  th e o r y  by  M e l t z e r  , an  

a c t  such  a s  the  a t te m p t  to a c h ie v e  a  s u c c e s s f u l  c a r e e r  i s  d e s c r i b ­

ed a s  one w h ich  e n c o m p a s s e s  the  to ta l  p r o c e s s  in v o lv ed  in  h u m an  

a c t iv i ty  - th is  a c t  m a y  be d e f in ed  by i t s  im a g in a r y  c o m p le t io n  of 

th e  a c t  w ith in  the  m in d  of the  in d iv id u a l ,  i. e. , the  c o g n it iv e  c o m -

^ B ro o k o v e r  and  E r ic k s o n ,  " E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s .  ... '.'op. c i t .  

2
, M e l tz e r ,  B e r n a r d  N . , T he  S o c ia l  P s y c h o lo g y  of G e o rg e  
H e r b e r t  M ead, K a la m a z o o ,  M ich igan : W e s te r n  M ic h ig a n  U n iv e r ­
s i ty ,  1 9 6 4 . P p . 22-26 .
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p le t io n  of the  a c t .  F r o m  th is  th e o r e t ic a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  i t  i s  c o n ­

te n d e d  th a t  a l l  h u m a n  a c t iv i ty  o th e r  th an  r e f l e x  a c t io n  an d  h a b i tu a l  

a c t iv i ty  i s  b u i l t  up  a s  i t  goes  a long. The a c t  - w h ich  is  the  u n it  of 

s tudy  - i s  s a id  to o r ig in a te  a s  an  im p u ls e  in  the  m in d  of the  a c t o r  

an d  i s  t e r m i n a t e d  w hen  so m e  o b je c t iv e  i s  o b ta in e d  th a t  r e l e a s e s  

th is  im p u lse .  P r i o r  to the  t e r m in a t io n  of th e  a c t ,  the  in d iv id u a l  

co g n i t iv e ly  c o n s t r u c t s  and  o r g a n iz e s  h is  b e h a v io r  in  a c c o r d a n c e  

w ith  p o s s ib le  l in e s  of a c t io n s  in  o r d e r  to f a c i l i t a te  d i r e c t in g  h is  

a c t iv i ty  to i ts  c o n su m m a tio n .  T he  p o s tu la te  th a t  i t  i s  th e  p e r ­

c e iv e d  p o s s ib le  a n d  a t ta in a b le  g o a ls  o r  l in e s  of a c t io n  w h ich  d i r e c t s  

a c t iv i ty  to i t s  c o m p le t io n  is  the b a s i s  fo r  th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r o p o s i t io n  

th a t  v o lu n ta ry  d e c is io n -m a k in g  b e h a v io r  i s  a  fu n c t io n  of p e r c e iv e d  

p ro b a b le  o u tc o m e s  of s o c ia l  a c t s .

In t h e i r  r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of sy m b o lic  in t e r a c t io n  th e o ry ,  e s ­

p e c ia l ly  th e  w o rk  of G e o rg e  H e r b e r t  M ead , B ro o k o v e r  and  a s s o c i ­

a te s ^  h av e  sp e c i f ie d  th e i r  c o n te n t io n  th a t  a  p e r s o n ' s  a n t ic ip a t io n  

of the  fu tu r e  i s  a  m o r e  r e le v a n t  v a r ia b le  in  the  d e te r m in a t io n  of 

b e h a v io r  th an  is  h is  d e s i r e  f o r  the fu tu re .  T h u s ,  a l th o u g h  i t  m a y  

be t r u e  th a t  A m e r ic a n s  s h a r e  c o m m o n  m o b i l i ty  v a lu e s  ( a s p i r a t io n s  

o r  d e s i r e s ) ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  v a lu e s  p la c e d  upon p e r c e p t io n s  of

B ro o k o v e r ,  W ilb u r  B. , E r i c k s o n ,  E d s e l  L . , an d  J o in e r ,
L e e  M. , S e l f -C o n c e p t  of A b ili ty  an d  School A c h ie v e m e n t  III . F in a l  
r e p o r t  on C o o p e ra t iv e  R e s e a r c h  P r o j e c t  #2831 , M ic h ig a n  S ta te  
U n iv e r s i ty ,  1967.
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s o c ia l  r e a l i ty  an d  s o c ia l ly  p ro v id e d  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  w hich  a r e  l ik e ly  

to  h av e  an  in f lu e n t ia l  im p a c t  upon  the  f o rm u la t io n  of cogn itive  a n ­

t ic ip a t io n s  of b e h a v io r a l  a c t s .  T h is  t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  w hich  

h a s  b een  e m p i r i c a l ly  s u p p o r te d  by the  s a m e  a u th o r s   ̂ in  p re d ic t in g  

a c h ie v e m e n t  in  th e  a c a d e m ic  se tt in g ,  p r o v id e s  the  b a s i s  f o r  the 

g e n e r a l  r e s e a r c h  h y p o th e s is  th a t  a  s tu d e n t 's  co g n it iv e  c o m p le t io n  

of the a c t  th a t  he w il l  o r  w i l l  no t f in is h  h igh  sch o o l i s  fu n c t io n a lly  

r e l a t e d  to  w h e th e r  he l a t e r  c o m p le te s  h igh  sch o o l.  In th e  p r e s e n t  

p r o je c t ,  two s e p a r a t e  p h e n o m e n a  a r e  to be u s e d  in  te s t in g  h y p o th ­

e s e s  about the r e l a t io n s h ip s  b e tw e e n  the  co g n it iv e  c o m p le t io n  of 

an  a c t  and  the  a c tu a l  c o m p le t io n  of th a t  a c t .  T h e  f i r s t  - cogn it ive  

a n t ic ip a t io n s  fo r  the  c o m p le t io n  of an  a c t  - i s  d e s ig n a te d  a s  a  p lan . 

T he  seco n d , a s p i r a t i o n s ,  c o n c e r n s  w ish fu l  th ink ing  o r  cogn it ions  

of p r e f e r r e d  a c t iv i ty  c o m p le t io n s .  M o re  s p e c i f ic a l ly ,  s tu d en t  E d ­

u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  and  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  r e g a rd in g  the t e r m i n a ­

t io n  of f o r m a l  schoo ling  a r e  em p lo y e d  a s  th e  m a j o r  in d ep en d en t 

v a r i a b l e s .  T h e  a c tu a l  c o m p le t io n  of the  a c t ,  w h ich  h as  b een  ob­

s e r v e d  in d ep en d en tly  of the  a s s e s s m e n t  of the  in d ep en d en t  v a r i a b le s ,  

is  th a t  of v o lu n ta r i ly  w ith d ra w in g  f r o m  o r  g r a d u a t in g  f r o m  high 

schoo l.

H igh  schoo l d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r  i s  a  m a j o r  r o le  change  f o r  any

^ B ro o k o v e r  a n d  E r ic k s o n ,  " E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t i o n s . . . " op. c it.
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s tu d en t.  T he  d e c is io n  to v o lu n ta r i ly  w i th d ra w  f r o m  h igh  sch o o l 

m a y  be v iew ed  a s  a  c a r e e r  c h o ic e  w h ic h  o c c u r s  w ith in  the  e d u c a ­

t io n a l  a r e n a .  It i s  no t the  in te n t  of t h i s  p r o j e c t  to in fe r  th a t  th o se  

in d iv id u a ls  who m a y  be c l a s s i f i e d  u n d e r  th i s  b e h a v io r a l  c a te g o ry  

a r e  ho m o g en eo u s  in  c h a r a c t e r  - a s  p r e v io u s ly  d e s c r ib e d ,  the only  

in d ic a t io n s  th a t  th is  m ig h t  be so a r e  th e  n u m e r o u s  l i s t s  of t r a i t s  

p u b l ish e d  by v a r io u s  a u th o r s .  E v e n  th e s e  l i s t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  do v a ry  

in  con ten t f ro m  a u th o r  to a u th o r .  It i s  a s s e r t e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  

th e  a c t  of v o lu n ta r i ly  d ro p p in g  ou t of h ig h  sc h o o l  i s  a  m a j o r  s te p  

in  c a r e e r  d ev e lo p m en t an d  is  l ik e ly  to b e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th .E d u c a ­

t io n a l  P la n s .  A lthough c u r r e n t  f o r m a l i z e d  th e o r i e s  of h u m an  b e ­

h a v io r  o th e r  than  th a t  of c u l tu r a l  d e p r iv a t io n  p ro v id e  l i t t l e  b a s is  

f o r  th e  in c lu s io n  of fa n ta sy  b e h a v io r ,  s o m e  r e s e a r c h  h a s  in d ic a te d  

th a t  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s  m a y  a l s o  b e  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  h igh  

sch o o l  d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r .

A s is  l ik e ly  to  be  t r u e  w ith  an y  m a j o r  p r e d ic t iv e  v a r i a b l e s ,  

m a n y  o th e r  im p ing ing  f a c t o r s  m a y  e f fe c t  the  f o r e c a s t in g  e f f ic ie n c y  

of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  a n d  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s .  I t  i s  the  p u r ­

p o s e  of th is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  to a s s e s s  the  im p a c t  of th o se  v a r i a b l e s  

w h ich  h av e  been  d e m o n s t r a t e d  to be  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  v o lu n ta ry  d r o p ­

out b e h a v io r  o r  w ith  e i th e r  E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  o r  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a ­

t io n s .  T h e re f o re ,  i t  i s  h y p o th e s iz e d  th a t  th e  fu n c t io n a l  r e la t io n s h ip  

of the  co g n it iv e  com ple tion , of the  a c t  to  th e  a c tu a l  e x e c u t io n  of the
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a c t  w i l l  b e  m o d if ie d  by o th e r  r e le v a n t  so c io lo g ic a l  a n d  p s y c h o lo g i ­

c a l  v a r i a b le s .  T h ro u g h  th is  k in d  of a n  a p p ro a c h ,  i t  i s  h oped  th a t  

th e  th e o r e t ic a l  im p o r ta n c e  an d  the f o r e c a s t in g  u t i l i ty  of the  two 

m a j o r  v a r i a b le s  w il l  be  f i r m l y  e s ta b l i s h e d  w ith in  the  th e o r e t ic a l  

f r a m e w o r k  f r o m  w h ich  th ey  w e r e  d e r iv e d .

R e s e a r c h  O b je c t iv e s

It i s  the o b je c t iv e  of th is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  to  c o n tr ib u te  to e d u c a ­

t io n a l ,  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  and  s o c io lo g ic a l  th e o ry  and  p r a c t i c e  by e m ­

p i r i c a l l y  te s t in g  the  r e l a t iv e  p r e d ic t iv e  u t i l i ty  of the  c o n s t r u c t s  of 

E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  as  d e r iv e d  f r o m  a n  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of G e o rg e  H e r b e r t  M e a d 's  th e o r y  of sy m b o lic  i n t e r -

a c t io n i s m  a s  h a s  b een  a d v a n c e d  by B ro o k o v e r ,  E r i c k s o n ,  an d  J o in -  

1
e r .  T he  fo llow ing p ro p o s i t io n s  and  g e n e r a l  r e s e a r c h  h y p o th e se s  

h av e  b e e n  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th is  th e o r e t ic a l  o r ie n ta t io n .

T h e o r e t i c a l  p ro p o s i t io n s

1. V o lu n ta ry  d e c is io n -m a k in g  b e h a v io r  is  a  fu n c t io n  of c o g ­

n it iv e  c o m p le t io n s  of a c t s  b a s e d  upon p e r c e iv e d  p r o b a b le  

o u tc o m e s  of b e h a v io r .

2. T h e  p e r c e iv e d  p ro b a b le  o u tc o m e s  of s o c ia l  a c t s  a r e  f a c ­

t o r s  th a t  a r e  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  d e s i r e d  o u tc o m e s .  A lthough

^ B ro o k o v e r ,  eL C o o p e ra t iv e  R e s e a r c h  P r o j e c t  #2831 , op.
c i t .
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a s p i r a t i o n s  an d  p la n s  m a y  à t  t im e s  be s im i l a r  fo r  an  in d i­

v idua l,  th e s e  c o n s t r u c t s  m a y  be s u b s ta n t iv e ly  d i f f e re n t  in  

co n ten t and  in  th e i r  fu n c tio n s  a s  r e l a t e d  to b e h a v io r .

3. If v o lu n ta ry  b e h a v io r  i s  fu n c tio n a lly  r e l a t e d  to a s p i r a t io n s ,  

th e se  a s p i r a t i o n s  fu n c tio n  w ith in  th e  r e a l m  of o n e 's  a n t i c i ­

p a t io n  of th e  fu tu re .

T h e s e  th e o r e t ic a l  p ro p o s i t io n s  a r e  b a s e d  on the  a s s u m p t io n  

th a t  p e r s o n s  m a y  c a r r y  two d i f f e re n t  k in d s  of co g n it io n s  r e g a rd in g  

th e  c o m p le t io n  of a  s in g le  a c t  - one c o n c e r n s  e x p e c te d  o u tc o m e s  of 

b e h a v io r  a long w ith  the  c o n se q u e n t  a n t ic ip a te d  c o n t in g e n c ie s  w hile  

the  o th e r  d e a ls  w ith  f a n ta s y  and  p r e f e r r e d  g o a ls  f o r  the fu tu re .  It 

i s  f u r t h e r  a s s u m e d  th a t  th e s e  two d i f f e re n t  ty p e s  of co g n it io n s  m a y  

be  in d ep en d en tly  r e l a t e d  to  a c tu a l  b e h a v io r  (i. e. , h igh  schoo l c o m ­

p le t io n  o r  d ropout)  an d  e a c h  c o n s t r u c t  w il l  t h e r e f o r e  f o r e c a s t  v a r i a ­

t io n s  in b e h a v io r  in d e p e n d e n tly  of the  o th e r  a s  w e l l  a s  fo r e c a s t in g  

in d ep en d en tly  of o th e r  s c ie n t i f ic  c o n s t r u c t s  w h ich  have  b e e n  e m ­

p lo y ed  to p r e d i c t  th i s  k in d  of b e h a v io r .

M a jo r  h y p o th e se s

W ith the  a p p r o p r ia t e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  i t e m s  to  a s s e s s  in d iv id u a l 's  

E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s ,  an d  w ith  th e  a p p l i ­

c a t io n  of a  lo n g itu d in a l  r e s e a r c h  d e s ig n  w h ich  p e r m i t s  in d ep en d en t  

o b s e rv a t io n s  of in d iv id u a l  d e c is io n -m a k in g  p r o c e s s e s ,  e ach  c o n ­
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s t r u c t  m a y  be t e s t e d  a s  a  f o r e c a s t o r  of v o lu n ta ry  h ig h  sch o o l d r o p ­

out b e h a v io r .  T he  r e l a t iv e  s t r e n g th  of e a c h  c o n s t r u c t  a s  a  f o r e ­

c a s t e r  of b e h a v io r  m a y  be d i s c e r n e d  by  te s t in g  in te r a c t iv e  and  a d ­

d it iv e  e f fe c ts  of the  c o n s t r u c t s  w hen  u s e d  w ith  e a c h  o th e r  and  w ith  

o th e r  p e r t in e n t  v a r i a b le s .  T h u s ,  th e  p r e c e d in g  p r o p o s i t io n s  l e a d  

to the  fo llow ing g e n e r a l  h y p o th e se s :

1. A s tu d e n t 's  cogn itive  c o m p le t io n  of the a c t  th a t  he w il l  o r  

w il l  no t f in is h  h igh  sch o o l i s  fu n c t io n a l ly  r e l a t e d  to  w h e th e r  

he l a t e r  c o m p le te s  h igh  schoo l.

2. T he  fu n c tio n a l  r e la t io n s h ip  of the  c o g n it iv e  c o m p le t io n  of 

an  a c t  to the e x e c u t io n  of th e  a c t  w i l l  b e  m o d if ie d  by o th e r  

r e le v a n t  so c io lo g ic a l  a n d  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s .

3. T h e re  s h a l l  be a  s ta t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e ­

tw een  the  c o n s t r u c t s  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  

A s p i ra t io n s  in t h e i r  r e l a t io n s h ip  to h ig h  sc h o o l  d ro p o u t  a s  

m o d if ie d  by s o c io lo g ic a l  a n d  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c o n te x ts .

In o th e r  w o rd s ,  a  m a jo r  o b je c t iv e  of th i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  is  to 

im b e d  th e s e  two c o n s t r u c t s  in to  the  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  th e o ry  

f r o m  w hich  they  w e r e  d raw n . P r i o r  t h e o r e t i c a l  an d  e m p i r i c a l  w o rk  

le a d s  to the  co n c lu s io n  th a t  v a r io u s  c a t e g o r i e s  of s e l f - c o n c e p t s  and  

d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  of in f lu e n c e s  f r o m  o t h e r s  a r e  r e l a t e d  to b e h a v io r .  

T h u s ,  a n o th e r  o b je c t iv e  w il l  be to  a t t e m p t  to  a s s e s s  w h e th e r  th e s e  

k in d s  of v a r i a b le s  h av e  an  a d d i t iv e  o r  i n t e r a c t iv e  e f fe c t  w ith  E d u c a ­
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t io n a l  P l a n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s  in  t h e i r  in f lu e n c e  on b e ­

h a v io r .  I l lu s t r a t iv e ly ,  i t  m ig h t  be a s k e d  w h e th e r  the  im p a c t  of the  

c o g n it iv e  c o m p le t io n  of an  a c t  i s  im p e d e d  o r  f a c i l i t a t e d  by  c e r t a i n  

o th e r  co g n it io n s  of the s e l f  and  of the w o r ld .
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C H A P T E R  II 

T H E R ESEA R CH  M ETHODOLOGY

T h is  c h a p te r  i s  p r e s e n t e d  in  fo u r  p a r t s .  The f i r s t  s e c t io n  

d e s c r i b e s  the  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of th e  p o p u la tio n , the  s a m p le s ,  and  

the s i t e s  w h ich  w e r e  s e le c te d  in  th e  t h r e e  m a j o r  lo n g itu d in a l  r e ­

s e a r c h  p r o je c t s ^  f r o m  w hich  the d a ta  fo r  th is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w e re  

taken . In the s e c o n d  s e c t io n ,  the  o p e ra t io n a l  d e f in it io n s  of the 

m a j o r  v a r i a b le s  a r e  sp e c if ie d .  T he t h i r d  s e c t io n  p r e s e n t s  a  d i s ­

c u s s io n  of the d a ta  c o l le c t io n  p r o c e d u r e s  of B ro o k o v e r  and  a s s o c i ­

a t e s . ^  T h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s  e m p lo y ed  in  the  p r e s e n t  p r o je c t  

a r e  d e a l t  w ith  in the  fo u r th  an d  f in a l  s e c t io n .

P o p u la t io n ,  S a m p le s  and  S i te s  of R e s e a r c h  

D u rin g  th e  1960-1961 a c a d e m ic  sch o o l y e a r ,  B r o o k o v e r  an d

B ro o k o v e r ,  W ilb u r  B. , P a t e r s o n ,  Ann, and T h o m a s ,  S h a i le r ,  
S e l f -C o n c e p t  of A b il i ty  an d  School A c h ie v e m e n t , USOE C o o p e ra t iv e  
R e s e a r c h  P r o j e c t  #845, E a s t  L a n s in g :  O ffice  o f R e s e a r c h  and P u b ­
l i c a t io n s ,  M ich ig an  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty ,  E a s t  L a n s in g  M ich ig an ,  1962. 
B ro o k o v e r ,  W ilbu r  B. , L a P e r e ,  J e a n ,  J a m a c h e c k ,  D onald , T h o m a s ,  
S h a i le r  and  E r ic k s o n ,  E d s e l  L. , S e l f -C o n c e p t  of A b il i ty  an d  School 
A c h ie v e m e n t  II . R e p o r t  of C o o p e ra t iv e  R e s e a r c h  P r o j e c t  #1636, E a s t  
L a n s in g :  B u r e a u  of E d u c a t io n a l  R e s e a r c h  S e r v ic e s ,  M ich ig an  S ta te  
U n iv e r s i ty ,  1965. B ro o k o v e r ,  W ilbur B. , E r i c k s o n ,  E d s e l  L. , and  
J o in e r ,  L e e  M . , S e l f -C o n c e p t  of A b il i ty  an d  School A c h ie v e m e n t  III. 
F in a l  r e p o r t  on C o o p e ra t iv e  R e s e a r c h  P r o j e c t  #2831, M ich ig an  
S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty ,  1967.

^ B ro o k o v e r ,  e t.  a^. , P r o j e c t s  #845, 1636 and  2831, op. c it.
65
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a s s o c ia t e s ^  in i t ia te d  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  lo n g i tu d in a l  p r o j e c t s  in  w hich  

d a ta  w e re  c o l le c te d  f r o m  n e a r ly  1500 e ig h th  g ra d e  s tu d e n ts  who 

a t te n d e d  fo u r  ju n io r  h igh  sc h o o ls  in  a  m i d w e s t e r n  c i ty  hav ing  a 

p o p u la t io n  of 110 ,000  p eo p le .  D u r in g  ea c h  su b se q u e n t  y e a r ,  th e se  

p u p ils  w e r e  r e t e s t e d  th ro u g h o u t t h e i r  h ig h  sch o o l  c a r e e r .  F o r  the  

p r e s e n t  study, the fo llow ing s a m p le  w as  s e le c te d  fo r  the p u r p o s e  of 

f o r e c a s t in g  d ro p o u ts  on the  b a s i s  of a s s e s s e d  le v e l s  of a s p i r a t io n s  

a n d  p lan s :

1. N inth  g r a d e  s tu d e n ts  who s ta y e d  in  the  schoo l s y s te m  

th ro u g h  the  tw e lf th  g r a d e  o r  v o lu n ta r i ly  d ro p p e d  ou t of 

schoo l d u r in g  the ten th ,  e le v e n th  o r  tw e lf th  g r a d e  (N = 309).

2. C o m p le te  q u e s t io n n a i r e  an d  sc h o o l  r e c o r d s  d a ta  w e re  

av a i la b le .

3. Only th o se  s tu d e n ts  id e n t i f ie d  a s  w h ite  m a le s  w e r e  s e le c te d .

2D ata  fo r  f e m a le s  who d ro p p e d  ou t i s  n o t a v a i la b le  , an d  

c e r t a in  r a c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  s e l f - c o n c e p t  and  o th e r  r e l e ­

v a n t  v a r i a b le s  h av e  b e e n  p r e v io u s ly  d i s c e r n e d  in  th is  popu­

la t io n .^

4. Only th o se  s tu d e n ts  who w e r e  r e g u l a r l y  p r o m o te d  f r o m  one

^ibid.

9
H ard in g ,  op. c it. 

M o rs e ,  op. c it .
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g ra d e  le v e l  to the n ex t  w e r e  s e le c te d .

5. S tu d en ts  who p a r t i c ip a te d  in  e x p e r im e n ta l  an d  s p e c ia l  e d u ­

ca t io n  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  ex c lu d ed  f r o m  th is  s a m p le .

6. Only the  n in th  g r a d e  lo n g itu d in a l  s u b -p o p u la t io n  w il l  be 

ex a m in e d .  T he  n in th  g r a d e  c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l  p o p u la t io n  a s  

d e f in ed  in  th e  B ro o k o v e r^  p r o je c t s  w il l  n o t  be  u s e d  due to
I

the f a c t  th a t  th o se  s tu d en ts  who t r a n s f e r r e d  in to  a n d  out of 

the  sch o o l s y s te m  m a y  have h ad  d i f f e re n t  e d u c a t io n a l  b a c k ­

g ro u n d s  and  ed u c a t io n a l  o u tc o m e s  th a t  cou ld  no t b e  a s c e r ­

ta ined .

T he m e a n  va lue  on th e  D uncan  S ca le  of S o c io e c o n o m ic  S ta tu s  

w a s  40. A lthough  th is  s c a le  g e n e r a l ly  h a s  a  m e a n  v a lu e  of 50, th is  

s c o r e  in d ic a te s  th a t  the  s u b je c ts  in v e s t ig a te d  d id  c o v e r  the  g e n e r a l  

s p e c t r u m  of so c io e c o n o m ic  le v e ls .

The h y p o th e se s  a r e  to be  t e s t e d  w ith  s tu d e n t  p o p u la t io n s  and  

s a m p le s  fo r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  - (1) the  r e l a t iv e  e a s e  w ith  w h ich  

su ch  r e s e a r c h  m a y  be r e p l ic a te d ,  (2) the a v a i la b i l i ty  of r e s o u r c e s  

an d  d a ta  n e c e s s a r y  in  f o r e c a s t in g  the  c o m p le t io n  of a c t s  on  the  

b a s e s  of p r e v io u s ly  in d ic a te d  co g n it iv e  a n t ic ip a t io n s  an d  d e s i r e s  

f o r  th e  c o m p le t io n  of a n  a c t ,  and  (3) w h ile  m o s t  r e s e a r c h  on  the  

co g n it iv e  c o m p le t io n s  of a c t s  have  u s e d  E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  an d

^ B ro o k o v e r ,  op. c it.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



68

E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  to  p r e d ic t  a c a d e m ic  b e h a v io r  of th e  " so f t  

d a ta "  v a r i e ty  (e. g. , g r a d e s ,  o c c u p a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  o c c u p a t io n a l  

p la n s ,  s tu d e n t  r e p o r t s  of f a t h e r s '  o c c u p a t io n s ) ,  in  th is  c a s e  th e  

co g n it iv e  c o m p le t io n  of the  a c t  w il l  r e f e r  to E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  an d  

E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  abou t g ra d u a t in g  o r  no t g ra d u a t in g  f r o m  

h igh  schoo l,  i. e. , the  dep en d en t v a r ia b le  m a y  be c o n s id e re d  a s  

" h a r d  d a ta .  "

M a jo r  V a r ia b le s  an d  I n s t ru m e n ta t io n  

I. P r e d i c t e d  v a r i a b le  (Y^.): h igh  schoo l d ro p o u t

D r. K en n e th  H a rd in g  p ro v id e d  in fo rm a t io n  on  w h ite  m a le s  

who v o lu n ta r i ly  d ro p p e d  ou t of sch o o l d u r in g  the  ten th ,  e le v e n th  

an d  tw e lf th  y e a r s  of h igh  schoo l.  H a rd in g  s e le c te d  th e s e  t h r e e  

g r a d e  le v e l s  on th e  a s s u m p t io n  th a t  i t  is  in  one of th e se  th r e e  g ra d e  

le v e l s  th a t  m o s t  p o te n t ia l  d ro p o u ts  r e a c h  the  age  w hen  they  m a y  

le g a l ly  w i th d ra w  f r o m  schoo l.  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  m o r e  l ik e ly  th a t  

o v e r - a g e d  s tu d e n ts ,  i. e. , th o se  who b e c a m e  s ix te e n  y e a r s  o ld  b e ­

fo re  t h e i r  s o p h o m o re  y e a r ,  h av e  b een  e l im in a te d  f r o m  th is  s tudy.

T h e  c r i t e r i a  u s e d  f o r  the  c l a s s i f i c a t io n  of v o lu n ta ry  h igh  sch o o l  

d ro p o u ts  w e re :

1. T h e r e  w e r e  n e i th e r  e x p e l le d  n o r  su sp e n d e d  f r o m  sch o o l.

^H ard ing , op. c it.
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2. N e i th e r  t r a n s c r i p t s  n o r  r e c o r d s  h a d  b e e n  f o r w a r d e d  to 

a n o th e r  school.

3. T he s tu d e n ts  h ad  no t le f t  sch o o l fo r  su ch  r e a s o n s  a s  i l ln e s s  

o r  p o o r  h ea lth .

T he  in ten t  of th e se  c r i t e r i a  w as  to  e x c lu d e  su ch  s tu d e n ts  who 

m a y  have  le f t  the sch o o l s y s te m  in o r d e r  to t r a n s f e r  to a n o th e r .

T h e r e  m a y  have b een  in s ta n c e s  in  w h ich  r e c o r d s  w e r e  s e n t  to 

a n o th e r  schoo l w h ile  the p u p il  h ad  a c tu a l ly  c h o se n  to no t r e - e n t e r ,  

bu t th is  p o s s ib i l i ty  w as  d if f icu l t  to d e te r m in e .  T h e  to ta l  n u m b e r  

of w hite  m a le  d ro p o u ts  th a t  w e r e  id e n t i f ie d  in  the  H a rd in g  s tudy  

w a s  96. S ince  21 of th e se  t r a n s f e r r e d  in to  the  s c h o o ls  u n d e r  s tudy  

a t  the  e le v e n th  g r a d e  le v e l ,  and  s in c e  v a r io u s  in fo rm a t io n  is  m i s s ­

ing f o r  17 o th e r s ,  the  to ta l  n u m b e r  of w h ite  m a le  v o lu n ta ry  h igh  

sch o o l  d ro p o u ts  in c lu d e d  in  th is  s a m p le  i s  58. T h u s ,  out of a  to ta l  

n in th  g r a d e  lo n g itu d in a l  p o p u la t io n  of 309, 251 s tu d e n ts  g r a d u a te d  

f r o m  h igh  schoo l w hile  58 d ro p p e d  out.

II. P r e d ic t i v e  v a r i a b le s  r e l a t e d  to the  p e r s o n  (P)

T he  s c a le s  fo r  the  fo llow ing c o n s t r u c t s  w e r e  d e v e lo p e d  f o r  

th e  t h r e e  lo n g itu d in a l  C o o p e ra t iv e  R e s e a r c h  P r o j e c t s  N os . 845,

1636 an d  2831 f ro m  w hich  th is  s tudy  h a s  b e e n  d e r iv e d .

A. E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  (E d  A sps)

E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s  a r e  s ta t e m e n t s  in d ic a t in g  so m e  p o in t
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in  the  f o r m a l  ed u c a t io n  g r a d e  le v e l s  w h ich  a  s tu d en t  m a y  d e s i r e  

o r  w is h e s  to a t t a in  but d o es  no t n e c e s s a r i l y  ex p ec t  to  r e a c h .

T h is  k ind  of cogn itive  c o m p le t io n  of the a c t  w as  a s s e s s e d  by 

a s k in g  the  q u es tio n :  "If you w e r e  f r e e  to go a s  f a r  a s  you w a n te d

to go in  sch o o l,  how f a r  w ou ld  you l ik e  to  g o ? "  S tuden t r e s p o n s e s  

r a n g e d  f r o m  "I w ould  l ik e  to qu it  schoo l a s  soon a s  I can "  to  "I 

th in k  I w ou ld  do g ra d u a te  schoo l w o rk  beyond  c o lle g e .  " T h e s e  

w e r e  p la c e d  in  s e v e n  c a te g o r ie s  w h ich  ra n g e d  f ro m  "Q uit now " to  

"Go to g r a d u a te  schoo l.  " (See A ppendix  A)

B. E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  (E d  PI)

To d e te r m in e  s tu d e n ts '  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  fo r  r e a c h in g  d i f f e r ­

en t l e v e l s  of sch o o lin g , the  q u e s t io n  w as  asked : " S o m e t im e s  w h a t

w e w ould  l ik e  to do i s n ' t  the  s a m e  a s  w hat w e exp ec t to do. How 

f a r  in  s ch o o l  do you e x p e c t  you w ill  r e a l ly  go. " R e s p o n s e s  su c h  

a s  "I  th ink  I r e a l l y  w il l  q u i t  a s  soon a s  I c a n "  and  "I th ink  I r e a l l y  

w i l l  do g r a d u a te  w o rk  beyond  co lleg e ,  " w h ich  a r e  a s s u m e d  to  in d i ­

c a te  the  le v e l  in  the e d u c a t io n a l  s y s te m  w hich  a p e r s o n  a c tu a l ly  

e x p e c ts  to a c h ie v e  o r  to  w h ich  he h a s  r e a s o n  to f o r e s e e  h im s e l f  a s  

r e a c h in g ,  w e r e  p la c e d  in  s e v e n  c a te g o r ie s  ran g in g  f r o m  "Q uit  now " 

to  "Go to  g r a d u a te  sch o o l.  " (See A ppendix  A).

C. O c c u p a tio n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  (Occ Asp)

P r e f e r e n c e s  and  d e s i r e s  fo r  v o c a t io n s  w e r e  a s s e s s e d  by the  

q u e s t io n  "If y o u  w e r e  f r e e  to ch o o se  any  job  you w an ted , w h a t  jo b
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w ould  you  m o s t  l ik e  to h a v e  w hen  you g ro w  u p ?  " N ine r e s p o n s e  

c a te g o r ie s  w e r e  c o m p r i s e d  f r o m  the  s tu d e n ts '  r e s p o n s e s  i n d ic a t ­

ing jo b s  th a t  th e y  d e s i r e d .  (See A ppend ix  A)

D. O c c u p a t io n a l  P l a n s  (O cc PI)

E x p e c ta t io n s  f o r  f u tu r e  jo b s  w e r e  m e a s u r e d  by  ask in g  s tu d e n ts ,  

"W hat jo b  do you e x p e c t  you r e a l l y  w il l  h av e  w hen  you g ro w  u p ? "  

A gain , s tu d e n t  in d ic a t io n s  of v o c a t io n a l  p la n s  w e r e  u s e d  fo r  the  

b a s i s  of c o n s t ru c t in g  n in e  c a t e g o r ie s  fo r  a n a ly s is .  (See A ppendix  

A)

E . M e a s u r e d  I n te l l ig e n c e  S c o r e s  (IQ)

T he C a l i f o rn ia  T e s t  of M e n ta l  M a tu r i ty  w as  u s e d  f o r  the  p u r ­

p o s e  of o b ta in in g  g ro u p  in te l l ig e n c e  t e s t  s c o r e s .  T h is  t e s t  w a s  

a d m in i s t e r e d  a t  the  n in th  g r a d e  lev e l .

F .  A c a d e m ic  A c h ie v e m e n t  (GPA)

A c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  w a s  d e f in ed  a s  b e ing  s tu d en t  g r a d e  

p o in t  a v e r a g e s  (A = 4, B = 3, . . . ) f o r  fo u r  a c a d e m ic  s u b je c ts .

In the  n in th  g r a d e ,  the  s u b je c ts  of E n g l ish ,  m a th e m a t ic s ,  s o c ia l  

s tu d ie s  and  s c ie n c e  w e r e  u sed .

G. S e l f - c o n c e p t  of A c a d e m ic  A b ili ty  (SCA)

The p r o c e s s  by w h ich  a s tu d e n t  r e f e r s  to o th e r  p u p i ls  in  h is  

s o c ia l  s y s te m  in  c o m p a r in g  and  e v a lu a t in g  h is  own a c a d e m ic  a b i l ­

i ty  i s  t e r m e d  th e  s u b je c t ' s  G e n e r a l  S e l f - c o n c e p t  of A c a d e m ic  

A bility .
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T h is  v a r i a b le ,  s te m m in g  f r o m  a M e ad ian  d e f in i t io n  of se lf ,  

i s  m e a s u r e d  b y  su m m in g  r e s p o n s e s  to  e igh t m u l t ip le  c h o ice  i t e m s  

c o n ta in e d  in  th e  M ich ig an  S ta te  G e n e r a l  S e l f -C o n c e p t  of A b ili ty  

S c a le  w h ich  w a s  d ev e lo p ed  u n d e r  U. S. O. E. C o o p e ra t iv e  R e s e a r c h  

P r o j e c t  No. 845. E a c h  of th e s e  i t e m s ,  w hich  a s k  th e  s u b je c t  to 

c o m p a r e  h im s e l f  w ith  o th e r  p u p ils ,  h a s  a  s c o r e  ra n g in g  f r o m  one 

to f ive , the  h ig h e r  s c o r e s  in d ica t in g  h ig h e r  s e l f - c o n c e p t s  of a c a ­

d e m ic  ab i l i ty .  (See A ppendix  A)

W hen H o y t 's  a n a ly s is  of v a r i a n c e  w as  e x e c u te d  to d e te r m in e  

the  r e l i a b i l i t y  of th is  s c a le ,  the r e l i a b i l i ty  c o e f f ic ie n ts  w e r e  found  

to  be h ig h e r  th a n  th o se  of m o r e  ty p ic a l  a t t i tu d e  m e a s u r e m e n t s .

T h e  o r ig in a l  d e v e lo p e r s  of th is  s c a le ,  h o w e v e r ,  e m p h a s iz e  th a t  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  in s t r u m e n t  i s  d e s ig n e d  fo r  g ro u p  r e s e a r c h  on ly  and  

i s  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  the c o m p a r i s o n  of in d iv id u a ls .

III. P r e d ic t i v e  s o c ia l -p s y c h o lo g ic a l  v a r i a b le s  (Sp)

U n d er  th is  r u b r i c ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  n o r m a t iv e  r e f e r ­

e n ce  g ro u p s  w h ich  m a y  be e x a m in e d  w ith  r e s p e c t  to t h e i r  im p a c t  

upon  d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r  o r  upon s tu d e n t  a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  p la n s  f o r  

a c a d e m ic  a t ta in m e n t .  T h e se  a r e  the  fa m ily ,  f r i e n d s  an d  t e a c h e r s .

A. F a m i ly  N o rm s

1. P e r c e i v e d  p a r e n ta l  e x p e c ta t io n s  (P P E x )

To m e a s u r e  s tu d e n ts '  p e r c e p t io n s  of p a r e n t a l  e x p e c ta t io n s ,
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th e y  w e r e  a s k e d  "How f a r  do you th in k  y o u r  PA R E N T S e x p ec t  you 

to  go in  s c h o o l? "  S ev en  r e s p o n s e  c a te g o r ie s ,  s im i l a r  to th o se  

u s e d  in  a s s e s s i n g  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  and  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s ,  

w e r e  p ro v id e d  f o r  the  s tu d e n ts  to in d ic a te  t h e i r  p e r c e p t io n s  of 

t h e i r  p a r e n t s '  e x p e c ta t io n s  f o r  th em . (See A ppendix  A)

2. P e r c e i v e d  P a r e n t a l  E v a lu a t io n s  of A b il i ty  (P P E v )

T h is  s c a le ,  w h ich  c o n s is t s  of f ive  m u l t ip le  ch o ice  i t e m s ,  w a s

t e s t e d  w ith  H o y t 's  a n a ly s i s  of v a r ia n c e .  T he r e l ia b i l i ty  c o e f f ic ie n t  

f o r  th i s  s c a le  w as  . 846 in  the n in th  g r a d e  - a  r e l ia b i l i t y  th a t  i s  a d e ­

q u a te  f o r  g ro u p  c o m p a r i s o n s  and  w h ich  i s  h ig h e r  than  th o s e  ty p ic a l ly  

r e p o r t e d  fo r  a t t i tu d e  m e a s u r e s .  (See A ppendix  A)

3. R e in fo rc e m e n t  n o r m s  - r e a c t io n s  to r e p o r t  c a r d s

T he  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  a s k e d  two s e p a r a t e  q u e s t io n s  r e g a rd in g  w h a t 

th e y  e x p e c te d  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  to  do if  they  r e c e iv e d  a  good r e p o r t  

c a r d  an d  if  they  r e c e iv e d  a  p o o r  r e p o r t  c a r d .  (See A ppendix  A)

B. T e a c h e r  N o r m s

1. P e r c e i v e d  t e a c h e r  e x p e c ta t io n s  (P T E x)

T h e  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  a s k e d  to in d ic a te  how f a r  in  the  ed u c a t io n a l  

s y s t e m  th a t  th ey  though t t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  t e a c h e r  ex p e c te d  th e m  to go. 

A g a in ,  s e v e n  r e s p o n s e  c a te g o r ie s  ra n g in g  f r o m  "Q uit now " to "Go 

to  g r a d u a te  sc h o o l"  w e r e  p ro v id e d  a s  had  b een  w ith  E d u c a t io n a l  

P l a n s  a n d  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s .  (See A ppendix  A)

2. P e r c e i v e d  T e a c h e r  E v a lu a t io n s  of A bility  (P T E v)
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T he  H o y t 's  a n a ly s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  r e l i a b i l i t y  c o e f f ic ie n t  fo r  th is  

f ive  i te m  m u l t ip le  c h o ic e  s c a le  w a s  . 927 in  the  n in th  g ra d e .  (See 

A ppendix  A)

C. P e e r  N o r m s

1. P e r c e i v e d  f r i e n d ' s  e x p e c ta t io n s  (P F E x )

S tu d en ts  w e re  a s k e d  to in d ic a te  in  one of the  s e v e n  r e s p o n s e  

c a te g o r ie s  p ro v id e d  how f a r  th e y  thought th e i r  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d  ex ­

p e c te d  th e m  to go in  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  s y s te m .  The r e s p o n s e s  

r a n g e d  f ro m  "Q u it  now " to  "Go to g r a d u a te  schoo l.  " (See A ppendix  

A)

2. P e r c e i v e d  f r i e n d ' s  e v a lu a t io n s  of a b i l i ty  (P F E v )

In the  n in th  g r a d e ,  a  H o y t 's  a n a ly s i s  of v a r i a n c e  r e l ia b i l i ty  

c o e f f ic ie n t  of . 880 w a s  found. T h is  f iv e  i t e m  s c a le  i s  p r e s e n t e d  

in  A ppendix  A.

3. P e r c e p t io n s  of p o p u la r i ty  w ith  th e  s a m e  and  o p p o s ite  

sex.

Two q u e s t io n s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  in  w h ich  the  s tu d en t  r a t e d  h is  

p o p u la r i ty  on a  f iv e  p o in t  s c a le  r a n g in g  f r o m  m u c h  above a v e r a g e  

to m u ch  below  a v e r a g e  w ith  h is  own se x  and  w ith  the  o p p o s ite  sex. 

(See A ppendix  A)

D. T o ta l  p e r c e iv e d  e v a lu a t io n s  of o th e r s  (T o t Ev)

T h is  i s  a  s u m m a r y  v a r i a b l e  of th o se  f a c to r s  in c lu d e d  in  the 

d i f f e re n t  i t e m s  of P P E v ,  P T E v ,  a n d  P F E v ,  i. e . , th e  a v e r a g e  of
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th e s e  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  v a r i a b l e s .  T h is  k in d  of m e a s u r e  m a y  be  

u s e d  in  the  f in a l  a n a ly s is  in  the  ev en t th a t  i t  m a y  be found  th a t  the  

u s e  of t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  v a r i a b l e s  m a y  be  re d u n d a n t ,  i. e. , to the  e x ­

te n t  th a t  i t  m a y  be  co n c lu d ed  th a t  the t h r e e  d i f fe re n t  i t e m s  a c tu a l ly  

a s s e s s  a  co m m o n  f a c to r .

IV. S o c ia l  con tex t c o n t in g e n c ie s  (8^,)

As in d ic a te d  by the  r e v ie w  of the l i t e r a t u r e ,  the  f a m ily  and  

the  schoo l a r e  g e n e r a l ly  v iew ed  a s  being two in te g r a l  co m p o n en ts  

of the  s tu d e n t 's  s o c ia l  con tex t .  C o n seq u en tly ,  the  f a c to r s  to be 

e x a m in e d  a r e :

A. T h e  f a m ily

1. S o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s

The D uncan  S c a l e \  a  d e v ic e  w h ich  sp e c i f ie s  v a lu e s  ra n g in g  

f r o m  100 (h ighes t)  to  01 ( low est)  w h ich  a r e  a s s ig n e d  to s tu d en t  

r e s p o n s e s  to q u e s t io n s  abou t the  o ccu p a tio n  of th e i r  f a th e r  o r  the  

h e a d  of the  h o u seh o ld  h a s  b e e n  em p lo y e d  a s  an  index  of s o c io e c o ­

n o m ic  s ta tu s .

2. A du lts  in  th e  h o u se h o ld

In o r d e r  to d e te r m in e  w h e th e r  the  f a m i l i e s  of the  s tu d e n ts  

w e r e  in ta c t  o r  in c o m p le te ,  th e  s tu d e n ts  w e re  a s k e d  who they  l iv e d

^ B ro o k o v er ,  _et. aL  , P r o j e c t  #2831, op. c it.
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w ith , e. g. , m o th e r  only , f a th e r  only, both  p a r e n t s ,  f o s t e r  p a r e n t s ,  

r e l a t iv e s  an d  o th e r s  u n r e la t e d ,  e tc .

3. N u m b e r  of s ib l in g s  in  the  h o u se h o ld

B oth  b i r t h  o r d e r  of the  r e s p o n d e n t  an d  the  n u m b e r  of s ib l in g s  

of ea c h  sex  w e r e  a s c e r t a i n e d  by f i r s t  a sk in g  the  s tu d e n ts  to  in d ic a te  

th e  n u m b e r  of o ld e r  an d  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r s  a t  h o m e  an d  th en  the  n u m ­

b e r  of o ld e r  a n d  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r s .

B. T h e  sch o o l

1. S o c io e c o n o m ic  c l im a te  of the  schoo l

In d ic e s  of d i f f e r in g  s o c ia l  c l im a te s  of s c h o o ls ,  a s  in f lu e n c e d  by 

d if fe r in g  s o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  o r ig in s  of s tu d e n ts ,  m ay  be in d ic a te d  

by conducting  i n t e r c o r r e l a t i o n a l  a n a ly s e s  b e tw een  sch o o ls  a t te n d e d  

an d  s o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s .

2. A c a d e m ic  c l im a te  of th e  sch o o l

In te r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e s ,  m e a s u r e d  in ­

te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s  a n d  sc h o o l  a t te n d e d  by s tu d e n t  m a y  be ex a m in e d  

a s  a  m e a n s  of p ro v id in g  a n  e m p i r i c a l  b a s i s  f o r  conclud ing  th a t  th e  

sc h o o ls  h a v e  d i f fe r in g  a c a d e m ic  c l im a te s .

D a ta  C o l le c t io n  P r o c e d u r e s

D u rin g  th e  f a l l  s e m e s t e r  of I960, a l l  of the  se v e n th  g ra d e  s tu ­

d en ts  e n r o l le d  in  th e  fo u r  ju n io r  h ig h  sc h o o ls  of a  m id - w e s t e r n  

c i ty  w e r e  g iv e n  a  q u e s t io n n a i r e .  T h e  s a m e  type  of q u e s t io n n a i r e
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w a s  r e a d m in i s t e r e d  to th e se  s tu d e n ts ,  a long  w ith  o th e r s  who 

t r a n s f e r r e d  in to  the  schoo l s y s te m ,  e v e r y  f a l l  s e m e s t e r  f o r  the  

n ex t  f ive  y e a r s .  D r .  W ilbur  B. B r o o k o v e r  a n d  r e s e a r c h  a s s i s ­

ta n ts  d i r e c te d  the a d m in i s t r a t io n  of th e  m a s s  te s t in g  te c h n iq u e  d u r ­

ing e ach  s e s s io n .

D uring  the  m o n th  of J a n u a r y  of e a c h  y e a r ,  a c a d e m ic  d a ta  and  

in fo rm a t io n  w e r e  c o l le c te d ,  i. e. , g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e s ,  e tc .  , 

w e r e  g a th e re d  f ro m  the  sch o o l r e c o r d s .

To p r e d ic t  fu tu r e  d ropou t,  the  n in th  g r a d e  lo n g itu d in a l  p o p u la ­

t io n  w as  s e le c te d  f o r  th is  s tudy  (N = 309).

A ll ten th  g ra d e ,  e le v e n th  g r a d e  a n d  tw e lf th  g r a d e  w h ite  m a le  

d ro p o u ts  w e re  in i t ia l ly  id e n t i f ie d  by D r .  K en n e th  H a rd in g  who r e ­

c o rd e d  the n a m e s  of th o se  s tu d e n ts  w ho  w e r e  a b s e n t  w hen  the

q u e s t io n n a i r e s  w e re  a d m in i s t e r e d .  D ro p o u ts  w e r e  th en  d i f f e r e n -
S

t i a te d  f r o m  th o se  who w e r e  m e r e l y  a b s e n t  by ch e c k in g  the  s tu d en t  

r e c o r d  f i l e s  of the t h r e e  h igh  s c h o o ls  u n d e r  s tudy  in  the lo n g itu d in a l  

r e s e a r c h  p r o je c t s  s p o n s o re d  by B r o o k o v e r  and  a s s o c i a t e s .  A t th is  

t im e ,  H ard in g  w a s  a l s o  a b le  to e l im in a te  b la c k  s tu d e n ts  an d  

f e m a le s  f ro m  the  d ro p o u t  p o p u la tio n .  H a rd in g  th e n  u n d e r to o k  a  

s u rv e y  of the r e c o r d s  of the  C e n t r a l  C h i ld  A cco u n tin g  O ffice  in  

o r d e r  to d is t in g u ish  v o lu n ta ry  d ro p o u ts  f r o m  th o se  who m a y  h av e  

w ith d ra w n  f r o m  schoo l fo r  o th e r  r e a s o n s .

T he  o r ig in a l  d a ta  w e re  c o d e d  an d  p u n ch ed  on  IBM c a r d s  a t
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M ic h ig a n  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty .  T h e se  c a r d  d eck s  w e r e  fu rn i s h e d  to 

th e  c u r r e n t  a u th o r  by  B ro o k o v e r  an d  a s s o c i a t e s .  F o r  the  p u r p o s e  

of th is  d i s s e r ta t i o n ,  d a ta  f r o m  th e s e  o r ig in a l  d e c k s  w e r e  u s e d  to 

c o n s t r u c t  lo n g itu d in a l  s u m m a r y  d eck s .

F o r  the  p u r p o s e  of p ro v id in g  v a r io u s  f o r m s  of d a ta  s u i te d  to 

a  m u l t ip le  r e g r e s s i o n  a p p ro a c h ,  a  n u m b e r  of d i f f e re n t  d e c k s  of 

IBM c a r d s  w e re  c o n s t ru c te d ,  a l l  of w h ich  c o n ta in e d  s im i l a r  i n f o r ­

m a t io n  on the s a m e  sa m p le .

T he f i r s t  deck , w hich  c o n ta in e d  the  ra w  d a ta ,  w as  c o n s t r u c te d  

f r o m  the  o r ig in a l  d e c k s  p ro v id e d  by B ro o k o v e r  and  a s s o c i a t e s  on 

th e  r e p ro d u c in g  m a c h in e  a t  the  W e s te rn  M ich ig an  U n iv e r s i ty  C o m ­

p u te r  C e n te r .  T he IBM 1620 C o m p u to r  a t  th is  lo c a t io n  w as  u s e d  

to e x e c u te  a m u l t ip le  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a ly s i s  on th is  deck  in  o r d e r  to  

a s c e r t a i n  f a c to r  i n t e r c o r r e l a t i o n s ,  m e a n  v a lu e s  an d  s ta n d a rd  d e v i ­

a t io n s  f o r  ea c h  of the  p e r s o n  (P ),  s o c ia l -p s y c h o lo g ic a l  (Sp) an d  

s o c ia l  co n tin g en cy  ( S q) v a r i a b le s .

M e a n  v a lu e s  fo r  the  f i r s t  deck  w e r e  em p lo y e d  fo r  the  c o n s t r u c ­

t ion  of o th e r  d e c k s  w ith  b in a r y  v a r i a b l e s ,  i. e. , v a lu e s  fo r  m e a n s  

w e r e ,  f o r  m o s t  v a r i a b l e s ,  u t i l i z e d  fo r  the  p u r p o s e  of a s s ig n in g  

h ig h  and  low s c o r e s  on d i f f e re n t  i t e m s  to e v e r y  s tu d en t .  T h e s e  

d e c k s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c te d  on the  IBM 1620 C o m p u te r  a t  th e  G ra n d  

R a p id s  J u n io r  C o lleg e  C o m p u te r  C e n te r .  T h e  b in a r y  d e c k s  d i f f e r e d  

in  th a t  the  c u t -o f f  p o in ts  f o r  a s p i r a t i o n s  and e x p e c ta t io n s  w e r e
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a r b i t r a r i l y  a s s ig n e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  p la c e s ,  i. e. , m e a n  v a lu e , o r  "to  

g r a d u a te  f ro m  h igh  s c h o o l"  (w hich  w a s  c o n s id e ra b ly  below  the  m ean ) ,  

o r  " to  con tinue  in  h ig h  sch o o l  aw h ile .  " O th e r  b in a ry  d e ck s  c o n ta in e d  

v a r io u s  i n te r a c t io n  t e r m s  of a s p i r a t i o n s  an d  p la n s ,  e. g. , h igh 

le v e l s  of p la n s  an d  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  low le v e l s  of both, h igh  E d  A sp s  

an d  low E d  PI, an d  h ig h  E d  P I  a n d  low E d  A sp s .

D a ta  A n a ly s is  P r o c e d u r e s

T he W e s te rn  M ic h ig a n  U n iv e r s i ty  C o m p u te r  C e n te r  p ro v id e d  

the u se  of an  IBM 1620 C o m p u te r  f o r  the c a lc u la t io n  of the m e a n s ,  

v a r i a n c e s ,  s ta n d a rd  d e v ia t io n s ,  an d  c o r r e l a t i o n s  of the v a r i a b le s  

in c lu d ed  in  the d eck  c o n ta in in g  th e  r a w  d a ta .  As h a s  b een  in d ica ted ,  

m e a n  v a lu e s  w e r e  th e n  u s e d  to c o n s t r u c t  b in a r y  v a r i a b le s  fo r  a d d i­

t io n a l  d e c k s  w h ich  w e r e  p u n c h e d  on  a n  IBM 1620 C o m p u te r  a t  G ra n d  

R a p id s  J u n io r  C o l lè g e .  C o r r e l a t i o n s  of the  ra w  d a ta  w e re  e x am in ed  

f o r  the  s e le c t io n  and  d e s e le c t io n  of th o se  v a r i a b l e s  w hich  a p p e a re d  

to be the  m o s t  r e l e v a n t  f o r  e i t h e r  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  p la n s  o r  h igh  schoo l 

d ro p o u t.  T he  r e s u l t s  of th e s e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  in  C h a p ­

t e r  III w h ich  d e a ls  w ith  a n a ly s i s  an d  f in d in g s ;  an  in te r  c o r r e la t io n a l  

m a t r i x  w hich  c o n ta in s  a l l  of the  r e s u l t s  i s  p r e s e n t e d  in A ppendix  B.

T he  IBM 1620 C o m p u te r  a t  the  W e s te rn  M ich ig an  C o m p u te r  

C e n te r  w a s  u s e d  to co n d u c t  th e  m u l t ip le  l i n e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a ly s is  

of a l l  d a ta  u s e d  in  f o r e c a s t in g  d ro p o u t.
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M u ltip le  l in e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  c a n  be  e x p la in e d  in  a 

s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d  m a n n e r .   ̂ F i r s t  a  c r i t e r i o n  m e a s u r e  i s  m e a s u r e d  

(Y o r  dropout) w h ich  m ig h t,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  b e  thought to be a p r o d ­

u c t  of a  n u m b e r  of f o r c e s .  T h e  c o n c e r n ,  then , is  to  t r y  to ex p la in  

v a r i a t io n s  in d ro p o u t  on the  b a s i s  o f o th e r  p r e s u m a b l y  r e le v a n t  in ­

f o rm a t io n  co n ce rn in g  the  s tu d en t .  V a r i a b le s  w h ich  a r e  in  a c tu a l i ty  

r e le v a n t  to d ropou t shou ld  e x p la in  s o m e  of the  v a r ia t io n  in  d ropout;  

if  a  v a r ia b le  i s  i r r e l e v a n t  to d ro p o u t ,  i t  sho u ld  e x p la in  none of the 

v a r ia n c e .  H ence, i f  E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  a r e  r e l e v a n t  to v o lu n ta ry  

h igh  schoo l w ith d ra w a l ,  v a r i a t io n s  in  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  w ill  be  a s ­

so c ia te d  w ith  v a r ia t io n s  in  h igh  s c h o o l  d ro p o u t.

T h e se  p r e s u m a b ly  r e le v a n t  v a r i a b l e s  ( la b e l le d  X^. . . Xj^) can  be 

thought of a s  p r e d i c t o r s  of d ro p o u t .  E a c h  s tu d e n t 's  s c o r e  on d r o p ­

o u t can  be c o n s id e re d  a  l i n e a r  c o m b in a t io n  of th e s e  r e le v a n t  v a r i ­

a b le s ,  a p p r o p r ia t e ly  w eigh ted , a n d  a n  e r r o r  t e r m  o r  a  r e s id u a l  

r e f le c t in g  the ex te n t  to w h ich  e a c h  v a r i a b l e  d o e s  not e x p la in  d r o p ­

out. With a  p e r f e c t  ex p lan a tio n ,  t h e r e  w il l  be  no e r r o r  o r  " r e s i d ­

u a l .  " T h is  k ind  of ex p lan a tio n ,  h o w e v e r ,  r a r e l y  o c c u r s  in  b e h a v ­

io r a l  s c ie n c e  s tu d ie s .  T he m a g n i tu d e  of th is  e r r o r  can  be c o n s i -

^T h is  g e n e ra l  d i s c u s s io n  of a n a ly t ic  p r o c e d u r e s  h a s  b e e n  ta k e n  
f r o m  an ex p lan a tio n  of the  m u l t ip le  l i n e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  a p p ro a c h  e m ­
p lo y e d  by  I s r a e l ,  B e n ja m in  L . , R e s p o n s iv e  E n v i ro n m e n t  P r o g r a m : 
T h e  T a lk ing  T y p e w r i t e r , New  Y o rk : B o a r d  of E d u c a t io n ,  C o m m u n ity  
A c tio n  P r o g r a m  (O ffice of E c o n o m ic  O p p o r tu n ity ) ,  1968. P p . 67-69.
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d e r e d  a s  a n  in d ex  of the  ex ten t  to w h ich  th e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  f a i lu r e  to 

a c c o u n t  fo r  v a r i a t io n s  in  d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r ;  l a r g e r  e r r o r s  r e p r e s e n t  

p o o r e r  ex p la n a t io n s .  On the  o th e r  hand, th a t  p e r c e n ta g e  of v a r i a ­

t io n  of h igh  sch o o l  d ro p o u t  th a t  i s  ex p la in ed  can  be  ta k e n  a s  an  i n ­

dex  of s u c c e s s fu l  p re d ic t io n .

M o re  sp e c i f ic a l ly ,  if a  p e r s o n  w e re  a s k e d  to  g u e s s  w h e th e r  an  

in d iv id u a l  m ig h t  d ro p  out of schoo l,  h is  b e s t  g u e s s  w ould  be  the  

a v e r a g e  r a t e  of d ro p o u t;  if  he  knew  th a t  25% of the  s tu d e n ts  d id  d ro p  

out, the b e s t  e s t im a te  w ould  be  th a t  t h e r e  i s  a  25% l ik e l ih o o d  th a t  

e a c h  s tu d e n t  w ou ld  le a v e  schoo l.  If, h o w e v e r ,  the  p e r s o n  h a d  o th e r  

in fo rm a t io n ,  fo r  e x am p le ,  the se x  of e a c h  s tu d en t ,  h e  w ou ld  p r o b ­

ab ly  a l t e r  h is  p r e d ic t io n s .  With th is  know ledge , h is  b e s t  g u e s s  

w ou ld  b e  the m e a n  f o r  the m a le s  if the  s tu d e n t  w a s  a  m a le  a n d  the  

m e a n  f o r  f e m a le s  if  the  s tu d en t  w a s  a  g i r l .  If, h o w e v e r ,  th e s e  d if ­

f e r e n t i a l  p r e d ic t io n s  b a s e d  on se x  f a i le d  to r e s u l t  in  l e s s  e r r o r  

th a n  d id  th o se  f o r e c a s t s  b a s e d  on the  o v e r a l l  m e a n ,  i t  cou ld  be 

c o n c lu d e d  th a t  the  v a r ia b le  o f  se x  i s  of l i t t l e  a d d i t io n a l  v a lu e  fo r  

e x p la in in g  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  d ro p o u t r a t e s .  T h is  i s  e s s e n t i a l ly  the  m a n ­

n e r  in  w h ich  a s te p - w is e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a ly s i s  i s  conduc ted .

In m o r e  f o r m a l  t e r m s ,  the a n a ly t ic  p r o c e d u r e  w ou ld  a p p e a r  a s  

fo llow s:

R e s e a r c h  Q uestion : Do s e x e s  d i f f e r  in  d ro p o u t  r a t e s  ?

F u l l  M odel: Y = agu  +
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w h e re :

Y = p r e d i c t e d  d ro p o u t  r a t e

aQ = a  r e g r e s s i o n  c o n s ta n t  (a  c o m m o n  w eight) 

u = a  u n it  v e c to r

a 2 = a : l e a s t  s q u a r e s  r e g r e s s i o n  w e ig h t fo r  s e x  

= sex: 1 if m a le ,  0 i f  f e m a le

A fu ll  m o d e l 's  s u c c e s s  in  p r e d ic t in g  d ro p o u t  (Y) can  be  q u a n t i ­

f ie d  a s  R^, i. e. , the  p e r c e n t  of v a r i a t io n  in  Y e x p la in e d  by the  

m o d e l.

2
T he  R o b ta in e d  f r o m  u s in g  th e  fu ll  m o d e l  w hich  c o n ta in s  in ­

f o rm a t io n  about s tu d e n t  s e x u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  can  th en  be c o m p a re d  

2
w ith  the  R found w ith  a  r e s t r i c t e d  m o d e l  w h ich  does  no t inc lude  

in fo rm a t io n  ab o u t  s e x u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  Such a  r e s t r i c t e d  m o d e l  

w ould  a p p e a r  as :

R e s t r i c t e d  M odel: Y = agU

w h e re :

Y = p r e d i c t e d  d ro p o u t  r a t e

ag = a  c o m m o n  w e ig h t (the g r a n d  m ean)

u = a  un it  v e c to r  ( e v e ry  s u b je c t  s c o r e d  a s  1)

(T h is  is  r e f e r r e d  to a s  m o d e l  90 in  the  FO R T R A N  IV fo rm a t)

2
T h e n  an  F  -  R a tio ,  w h ich  c o n s i s t s  of the  R 's  f r o m  bo th  the 

fu ll  an d  the  r e s t r i c t e d  m o d e ls  can  be c a lc u la te d  a long  w ith  an  a lp h a  

le v e l .  T he fo rm u la  f o r  th e  F  - R a t io  is :
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2 2 

(R  fu ll  -  R r e s t r i c t e d  /  (M j -  M 2 )
F  = -------------------- 2-------------------------------------

( 1 - R ^ f u l l )  /  (N - M j)

w h ere :

2
R fu ll  = P e r c e n t  of to ta l  v a r i a n c e  a c c o u n te d  f o r  w ith  

know ledge  of s e x

2
R r e s t r i c t e d  = P e r c e n t  of to ta l  v a r i a n c e  a c c o u n te d  fo r  

w ith o u t k n o w led g e  of sex

M j = T h e  n u m b e r  of l i n e a r ly  in d ep en d en t  v e c to r s  u s e d  
to c a lc u la te  R^ fu ll

M 2  = T he  n u m b e r  of l i n e a r ly  in d ep en d en t  v e c to r s  u s e d  
to  c a lc u la te  R^ r e s t r i c t e d

N = N u m b e r  of s u b je c ts  

2
1 - R = P e r c e n t  of v a r i a n c e  u n a c c o u n te d  f o r  

T h is  g e n e r a l  p r o c e d u r e  m a y  b e  e x p a n d e d  to in c lu d e  s e v e r a l  X 

v a r i a b le s ;  but i t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  s ta t e d  th a t  f o r  e v e ry  v a r i a b le ,  t h e r e  

sh o u ld  be  a t  l e a s t  te n  s u b je c ts .
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C H A P T E R  m  

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS

A s h a s  b een  d ev e lo p ed  in  the  p r e v io u s  c h a p te r s ,  th e  p r i m a r y  

o b je c t iv e  of th is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  is  th a t  of em plo y in g  a  m u l t ip le  l i n e a r  

r e g r e s s i o n  a p p ro a c h  in  o r d e r  to e m p i r i c a l ly  a s c e r t a i n  w h e th e r  

the  th e o r e t ic a l  c o n s t r u c t s  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s  a n d  E d u c a ­

t io n a l  P la n s  a r e  e f f ic ie n t  f o r e c a s t o r s  of h igh  sch o o l d ro p o u t  b e ­

h a v io r .  T he  c r i t e r i a  f o r  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  and  E d u c a t io n a l  

P la n s ,  a s  p r e v io u s ly  s t ip u la te d ,  a r e  r e s p e c t iv e ly :  ( 1) a  s tu d e n t 's  

in d ic a te d  d e s i r e  fo r  e i th e r  s tay ing  in o r  d ropp ing  o u t of h igh 

schoo l,  an d  (2) h is  esq^ressed  in te n tio n s  a s  to w h e th e r  h e  w il l  o r  

w il l  no t g ra d u a te  f r o m  h igh  schoo l.

S e c o n d a ry  o b je c t iv e s  of th is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  a r e :  (1) to  d e t e r ­

m in e  w hich  co n cep t,  i. e. , a s p i r a t io n s  o r  p la n s ,  r e s u l t s  in  the  

g r e a t e r  f o r e c a s t in g  e ffic ien cy , (2) to a s s e s s  the  ex te n t  of a n  a d d i ­

t iv e  and  an  in te r a c t iv e  im p a c t  w hen  both  co n c e p ts  a r e  s im u l t a n e ­

o u s ly  e m p lo y ed  in  fo rc a s t in g ,  and  (3) to d e te r m in e  w h e th e r  o th e r  

s o c ia l -p s y c h o lo g ic a l ,  so c io lo g ic a l ,  an d  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s  

m o d ify  the  im p a c t  of the  two m a jo r  th e o r e t ic a l  c o n s t r u c t s ,  i. e. , 

if  t h e r e  a r e  ad d i t iv e  o r  in t e r a c t iv e  v a lu e s  f o r  c e r t a i n  v a r i a b l e s  

th a t  enhan ce  the  fo r e c a s t in g  of h igh  schoo l d ropou t.

One of the  f i r s t  q u e s t io n s  w h ich  m u s t  b e  a s k e d  p r i o r  to  th e
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d e te rm in a t io n  of the e f fe c ts  of a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  p la n s  is :  to w hat 

e x te n t  a r e  the m a jo r  th e o r e t ic a l  c o n s t r u c t s  i n t e r c o r  r e l a t e d  w ith  

o th e r  a s s e s s e d  v a r i a b l e s ?  By e x a m in in g  su ch  in t e r  c o r  r e la t io n a l  

v a lu e s ,  i t  is  p o s s ib le  to  e s t im a te  w h a t m ig h t  be th e  un ique c o n t r i ­

b u tio n s  of each  v a r ia b le .  If e a c h  v a r i a b l e  w e r e  found  to b e  p e r ­

fe c t ly  c o r r e l a t e d  w ith  e v e ry  o th e r  one, i t  w ou ld  th e n  be e m p i r ic a l ly  

r e d u n d a n t  to u s e  m o r e  than  one v a r i a b l e  in  the  r e g r e s s i o n  equation . 

On the  o th e r  hand , so m e  v a r i a b l e s  h ave  a  n e g a t iv e  o r  a  v e r y  low 

c o r r e l a t i o n  w ith  m a jo r  c o n s t r u c t s  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  th e o r e t ic a l  

f r a m e w o r k  - i t  c a n  th en  be  a s s u m e d  th a t  th e s e  i t e m s  w ould  be  of 

l i t t l e  va lue  in c o n tr ib u t in g  to the f o r e c a s t in g  e f f ic ie n c y  of the f ina l 

th e o r e t ic a l  and  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  m o d e l .

As can be s e e n  in  A ppendix  B, th e  v a lu e s  in  the  I n t e r c o r r e l a ­

t ion  M a tr ix  r a n g e  f r o m  - .1 7  to .90. A v i s u a l  in s p e c t io n  of the  In ­

t e r  c o r  r e la t io n  M a tr ix  in d ic a te s  th a t  t h e r e  a r e  so m e  v a r i a b le s  th a t  

a r e  so  h igh ly  i n t e r c o r  r e l a t e d  w ith  e a c h  o th e r  - an d  w h ich  a lso  have 

g e n e r a l ly  s im i l a r  c o r r e l a t i o n  v a lu e s  w ith  o th e r  v a r i a b l e s  - th a t  i t  

m a y  be co n c lu d ed  th a t  th e s e  m e a s u r e s  h ave  a s s e s s e d  e s s e n t ia l ly  

c o m m o n  f a c to r s .  In su ch  c a s e s ,  i t  w o u ld  be  e m p i r i c a l l y  r e d u n ­

d an t to  u s e  each  i te m ; a p p ro x im a te ly  the s a m e  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  

r i g o r  m a y  be a c h ie v e d  by  em p lo y in g  e i t h e r  a  s u m m a r iz a t io n  v a r i ­

a b le  w h ich  s u b su m e s  su ch  r e l a t e d  f a c t o r s  o r  by  u s in g  only  one of 

a  s e r i e s  of v a r i a b le s  w h ich  a p p a r e n t ly  ta p  th e  s a m e  phenom enon .
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T h e  f i r s t  a l t e r n a t iv e  m a y  be  u t i l iz e d  in  the  a n a ly t i c a l  m o d e l  fo r  

th o se  i t e m s  w h ich  dea l  w ith  s tu d e n ts '  p e r c e p t io n s  of e v a lu a t io n s  of 

th e m s e lv e s  by th e i r  p a r e n t s ,  th e i r  b e s t  f r i e n d s ,  an d  th e i r  f a v o r i t e  

t e a c h e r ,  fo r  the  m e a n  va lue  of the  s u m m a t io n  of th e s e  i t e m s  h a s  

b e e n  c a lc u la te d  in  o r d e r  to  c o m p r is e  a n o th e r  v a r i a b l e  w h ic h  is  

t e r m e d  T o ta l  P e r c e iv e d  E v a lu a tio n s .  T h e  i n t e r  c o r  r e l a t io n s  of 

P e r c e i v e d  P a r e n t a l  E v a lu a t io n s ,  P e r c e i v e d  F r i e n d ' s  E v a lu a t io n s ,  

P e r c e i v e d  T e a c h e r ' s  E v a lu a t io n s ,  an d  T o ta l  E v a lu a t io n s  an d  the 

c o r r e l a t i o n s  of th e s e  w ith  o th e r  m a jo r  v a r i a b l e s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  in  

T a b le  3. 1

T A B L E  3. 1 - - I n t e r c o r r e l a t i o n s  of P P E v ,  P F E v ,  P T E v ,  an d  T o ta l  
E v  a n d  C o r r e la t io n s  w ith  E D  ASPS, E D  P L ,  SES, IQ, a n d  GPA

P F E v  P T E v T ot E v E d  A sp E d  P I SES IQ G PA

P P E v .7 5  .7 4 . 88 . 58 . 67 . 20 . 47 . 61
P F E v . 70 . 90 . 50 . 60 . 21 . 41 . 52
P T E v . 90 . 49 . 56 . 28 . 36 . 53
T o t  E v . 59 . 68 . 30 . 46 . 61

A s T a b le  3. 1 i l l u s t r a t e s ,  th e  v a r i a b l e s  of P e r c e i v e d  P a r e n t a l  

E v a lu a t io n s ,  P e r c e iv e d  F r i e n d ' s  E v a lu a t io n s  a n d  P e r c e i v e d  T e a c h ­

e r ' s  E v a lu a t io n s  a r e  q u ite  h igh ly  in t e r  c o r  r e l a t e d  w ith  e a c h  o th e r ;  

the  i n t e r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  r a n g e  f ro m  .7 0  t o .  75. T h e  i n t e r  c o r  r e l a t io n s  

of th e s e  v a r i a b le s  w ith  T o ta l  E v a lu a t io n s ,  th e  s u m m a r i z a t i o n  v a r i ­

ab le ,  r a n g e s  f r o m  . 88 to . 90. T a b le  3. 1 f u r t h e r  i l l u s t r a t e s  th a t
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th e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  of t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  w ith  the  m a jo r  th e o r e t ic a l  c o n ­

s t r u c t s  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  a r e  of 

r e l a t i v e ly  s im i l a r  v a lu e s .  T h e  s a m e  is  t ru e  of the c o r r e l a t i o n  

v a lu e s  of s o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  m e a s u r e d  in te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s ,  

a n d  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t ,  i. e. , v a r i a b le s ,  w hich , a s  d i s c u s s e d  

in  th e  r e v ie w  of the  l i t e r a t u r e ,  h av e  b e e n  d e m o n s t r a te d  to be r e l e ­

v a n t  to  d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r .

T h e  se c o n d  a l t e r n a t iv e  f o r  avo id ing  red u n d an cy , i. e. , the  u s e  

of on ly  one of a  s e r i e s  of i t e m s  w hich  a p p e a r  to  be r e l a t e d  to the 

s a m e  k in d  of p h en o m en o n , m a y  be em p lo y e d  fo r  th o se  c a s e s  w h ich  

d e a l  w ith  th e  e x p e c ta t io n s  of o th e r s .  As s ta te d  in  C h a p te r  H, s t u ­

d e n ts  w e r e  a s k e d  to in d ic a te  the  e x p e c ta t io n s  tha t  they  thought 

t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  b e s t  f r i e n d s ,  and  f a v o r i te  t e a c h e r s  h e ld  fo r  th e m  

w ith  r e g a r d  to th e i r  c o m p le t io n  of f o r m a l  educa tion . T he  i n t e r c o r ­

r e l a t i o n s  of P e r c e i v e d  P a r e n t a l  E x p e c ta t io n s ,  P e r c e iv e d  F r i e n d ' s  

E x p e c ta t io n s  an d  P e r c e i v e d  T e a c h e r ' s  E x p e c ta t io n s  and the  c o r r e ­

l a t io n s  of th e s e  v a r i a b l e s  w ith  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s ,  E d u c a t io n a l  A s ­

p i r a t i o n s ,  S o c io e c o n o m ic  S ta tu s ,  In te l l ig e n c e  and  A c a d e m ic  A b il i ty  

a r e  p r e s e n t e d  in T a b le  3. 2.

It m a y  be con c lu d ed , on the b a s i s  of the  ev id e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  in  

T a b le  3. 2, th a t  th o s e  v a r i a b l e s  w h ich  d ea l  w ith  the  e x p e c ta t io n s  of 

p a r e n t s ,  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  t e a c h e r s  a r e  r a t h e r  h ig h ly  r e l a t e d  to  one 

a n o th e r  and , p e r h a p s ,  m a y  a c tu a l ly  a s s e s s  a  c o m m o n  f a c to r .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



88

TABLE 3. 2 - - I n te r c o r r e la t io n s  of P P E x , P F E x , P T E x  and C o r r e ­
la tio n s w ith ED ASP, ED  P L , SES, IQ, and GPA

P F E x P T E x E D  ASPS E D  P L SES IQ G PA

P P E x . 73 . 68 . 74 . 83 . 36 .4 6 . 58
P F E x . 72 . 60 . 73 . 29 . 40 . 55
P T E x . 53 . 65 . 28 . 33 . 47

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  the  c o r r e l a t i o n s  of e a c h  of th e se  v a r i a b l e s  w ith  

th o se  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s ,  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s ,  s o c io e c o n o m ic  

s ta tu s ,  m e a s u r e d  in te l l ig e n c e  and  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  a r e ,  in  

ea c h  c a s e ,  qu ite  s im i l a r  in  v a lu e .  T h e re f o r e ,  i t  m a y  be  re d u n d a n t  

to in c lu d e  e a c h  f a c to r  th a t  d e a ls  w ith  e x p e c ta t io n s  in  the  f in a l  m o d e l .  

S ince  the  p u r p o s e  o f i n t e r  c o r  r e l a t io n  a n a ly s is  is ,  in th is  in s ta n c e ,  

to s e le c t  th o se  v a r i a b l e s  th a t  w ou ld  m a k e  a  s ig n if ic a n t  c o n tr ib u t io n  

in  f o r e c a s t in g  d ropou t,  th o se  th a t  a p p e a r  re d u n d a n t  m a y  be  d e s e l e c ­

te d  f ro m  the f in a l  a n a ly s i s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  it a p p e a r s  th a t  the  v a r i a b le  

of P e r c e iv e d  P a r e n t a l  E x p e c ta t io n s  i s  the  f a c to r  th a t  w ou ld  m a k e  the  

g r e a t e s t  s in g le  c o n tr ib u t io n .  T h is  v a r ia b le  h a s  th e  h ig h e s t  c o r r e l a ­

t ion  v a lu e s  bo th  w ith  the  m a j o r  th e o r e t ic a l  v a r i a b l e s  of s tu d e n t  E d u ­

ca t io n a l  P la n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  and  w ith  the  o th e r  v a r i ­

a b le s  th a t  a r e  o ften  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  h igh  sch o o l d ro p o u t.  T h e r e f o r e ,  

only  the  v a r ia b le  of P e r c e iv e d  P a r e n t a l  E x p e c ta t io n s  w il l  be  in c lu d ­

ed  in  the  f in a l  r e g r e s s i o n  equa tion ; the  a s s u m p t io n  w il l  be m a d e  

th a t  th is  f a c to r  a l s o  e n c o m p a s s e s  the  v a lu e s  th a t  the v a r i a b l e s  of
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P e r c e i v e d  F r i e n d ' s  E v a lu a t io n s  and  P e r c e iv e d  T e a c h e r ' s  E v a lu a ­

t io n s  w ould  have  in  f o r e c a s t in g  d ropout.

A lthough  the re v ie w  of the  l i t e r a t u r e  w ould  le a d  one to e x p e c t  

o th e r w is e ,  th e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  of v a r i a b le s  w hich  have  b e e n  highly- 

e m p h a s iz e d  by  o th e r  t h e o r i s t s  and  r e s e a r c h e r s  th a t  a p p e a r  to be 

of l i t t l e  s ig n if ic a n c e  f o r  th is  p a r t i c u l a r  p o p u la tio n  of n in th  g r a d e  

s tu d e n ts .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  a lth o u g h  a  g r e a t  dea l h a s  b een  w r i t t e n  

a b o u t  q u a l i ta t iv e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in schoo l c l im a te s ,  a s  in d ic a te d  in  

th e  I n te r  c o r re la t io n .  M a tr ix  in  A ppendix  B, th e r e  s e e m e d  to  be  

l i t t l e  v a r i a t io n  in e i t h e r  s o c ia l  o r  a c a d e m ic  c l im a te s  b e tw e e n  the  

th r e e  h igh  sch o o ls  in c lu d e d  in  th is  s a m p le .  T he  c o r r e l a t i o n s  of 

s c h o o l  a t te n d e d  w ith  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  m e a s u r e d  in te l l ig e n c e  

s c o r e s  an d  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  w e re  . 13, . 06 and  . 17 r e s p e c ­

t iv e ly .  E v e n  fo r  the  s t r o n g e s t  r e la t io n s h ip ,  i. e. , s choo l an d  a c a ­

d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t ,  only  two p e r c e n t  of the v a r ia t io n  in  g r a d e  

p o in t  a v e r a g e s  c a n  be  ex p la in ed  by hav ing  know ledge of w h ich  

sc h o o l  th a t  the  s tu d e n ts  m a y  h av e  a t ten d ed .  The c o r r e l a t i o n s  of 

s c h o o l  a t t e n d e d  w ith  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s  and  E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  

a r e  on ly  . 12 an d  . 10. T hus ,  i t  m a y  be  co n c lu d ed  th a t  t h e r e  i s  

l i t t l e  in d ic a t io n  th a t  the  sc h o o ls  in th is  p a r t i c u l a r  m idw e s t e r n  

c o m m u n i ty  do p o s s e s s  d i f fe re n t  and  un ique s o c ia l  o r  a c a d e m ic  

c l im a te s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th is  v a r i a b le  s e e m s  to h av e  l i t t l e  r e l a ­

t io n sh ip  to the two m a j o r  t h e o r e t ic a l  c o n s t ru c ts .  C o n se q u e n t ly ,
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th is  v a r ia b le  w il l  be  e x c lu d e d  f r o m  the  f in a l  th e o r e t ic a l  m o d e l  fo r  

f o r e c a s t in g  d ro p o u t  s in c e  i t  a p p e a r s  to  b e  o f l i t t l e  v a lu e  f o r  th is  

p a r t i c u l a r  p o p u la tio n .  A lthough  o th e r  s tu d ie s  have  d e m o n s t r a te d  

the  e m p i r i c a l  u t i l i ty  of the v a r i a b l e  of sch o o l c l im a te ,  t h e r e  s e e m s  

to be l i t t le  ju s t i f i c a t io n  f o r  in c lu d in g  th is  f a c to r  in  the  r e g r e s s i o n  

a n a ly s is  f o r  f o r e c a s t in g  d ro p o u t  in  th is  s a m p le .

T he se c o n d  v a r i a b l e  p r e s e n t e d  in  the  I n te r  c o r r e l a t i o n  M a tr ix  

in  A ppend ix  B is  M o d e l  f o r  S e lf  - th is  i te m  a s k e d  s tu d e n ts  to s ta te  

who they  w ould  l ik e  to be  l ik e .  T h is  p a r t i c u l a r  v a r i a b le  ex h ib i ts  

c o r r e l a t i o n  v a lu e s  r a n g in g  f r o m  - . 1 1  t o .  12. T h e re f o r e ,  i t  m a y  

be co n c lu d ed  th a t  th i s  v a r i a b l e  h a s  l i t t le  in f lu en ce  upon E d u c a t io n a l  

A s p i r a t io n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s ,  an d  i t  d o es  no t a p p e a r  to be r e ­

la te d  to any o th e r  v a r i a b l e  th a t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  d r o p ­

out. C o n seq u en tly ,  th is  i t e m  w il l  be  ex c lu d ed  f r o m  the  f in a l  m o d e l  

fo r  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a ly s i s .

A lthough i t  i s  th e  p u r p o s e  of th is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  to a s s e s s  the  

u t i l i ty  of a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  p la n s  fo r  f o r e c a s t in g  b e h a v io r ,  the  s p e c i ­

f ic  v a r i a b l e s  of O c c u p a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s  a n d  O c cu p a tio n a l  P la n s  

do no t c o r r e l a t e  h ig h ly  enough w ith  any  of th e  o th e r  r e le v a n t  v a r i ­

a b le s  to m e r i t  b e ing  in c lu d e d  in  the  f in a l  a n a ly t ic a l  m o d e l .  A s 

m a y  be se e n  in  A p p en d ix  B, the  c o r r e l a t i o n  v a lu e s  of O cc u p a tio n a l  

A s p i r a t io n s  w ith  the  v a r i a b l e s  of P e r c e i v e d  P a r e n t a l  E x p e c ta t io n s ,  

T o ta l  E v a lu a t io n s ,  s o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  m e a s u r e d  in te l l ig e n c e .
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éind a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  a r e  . 2 9 , . 26, . 09, . 12 a n d  . 16 r e s p e c ­

tiv e ly .  O ccu p a tio n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  c o r r e l a t e  . 28 an d  . 32 w ith  E d u ­

ca t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s .  O c c u p a tio n a l  A s p i r a ­

t io n s  and  O ccu p a tio n a l  P la n s  h ave  an  i n t e r c o r r e l a t i o n  of . 43; thus  

i t  d o es  s e e m  a s  if  q u e s t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  d e s i r e s  a n d  e x p e c ta t io n s  

fo r  c a r e e r  ch o ice  do m e a s u r e  s e p a r a t e  f a c t o r s .  On the  o th e r  

hand , the  c o n s t r u c t  of O c c u p a t io n a l  P la n s  does  no t c o r r e l a t e  h igh ly  

w ith  any  of the o th e r  v a r i a b l e s ;  the  v a lu e s  r a n g e  f r o m  . 18 to . 41.

The m e a n  v a lu e s  f o r  O c c u p a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  and  O c c u p a tio n a l  

P la n s  w e r e  6. 97 and  5. 59; the  s ta n d a r d  d e v ia t io n s  w e re  2. 58 and

3. 22. T he r e s p o n s e s  p ro v id e d  fo r  the q u e s t io n n a i r e  i t e m s  a r e  of 

dub ious  u ti l i ty ,  h o w e v e r .  T he  r e s p o n s e s  w e r e  p la c e d  in  n ine  c a t e ­

g o r ie s ;  but only the c a t e g o r i e s  n u m b e re d  f r o m  five  to  n ine  in d ic a te  

o c c u p a t io n a l  c a t e g o r i e s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  m a le s .  (See A ppend ix  A)

T h e  r e m a in in g  c l a s s i f i c a t io n s  d e a l  w ith  r e s p o n s e s  such  a s  "I w an t 

a  good job, " "H o u se w ife"  ( fo r  f e m a le s  in  th e  s a m p le  w h ich  w e r e  

e x c lu d e d  f ro m  th is  s tudy), "I w an t a  job  th a t  m a k e s  lo ts  of m o n e y ,"  

a n d  "D o n 't  know. " C o n seq u en tly ,  the m e a n  s c o r e  of 5. 59 fo r  

O c cu p a tio n a l  P la n s  w ould  in d ic a te  th a t  the  a v e r a g e  r e s p o n s e  w as  

to c a te g o ry  n u m b e r  f ive ,  w h ich  is  a l s o  th e  lo w e s t  m e a n in g fu l  c a t e ­

g o ry  th a t  m a le  r e s p o n d e n ts  m a y  be a s s ig n e d  to. Due to th is  l i m i ­

ta t io n ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  ju s t i f i c a t io n  fo r  inc lud ing  th is  v a r i a b le  in  

th e  f in a l  r e g r e s s i o n  m o d e l .  A n o th e r  c o n s id e ra t io n  i s  th a t  th e r e  

w e r e  low c o r r e l a t i o n  v a lu e s  w ith  o th e r  r e l e v a n t  v a r i a b l e s .  F o r
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th i s  p o p u la t io n ,  i t  m a y  be  s u r m i s e d  th a t  t h e r e  i s  so m e  s u p p o r t  

f o r  the  a r g u m e n ts  by  B e n n e t t  an d  G is t^  th a t  bo th  a s p i r a t i o n s  and  

p la n s  fo r  o c c u p a t io n a l  ch o ice  a r e  la d e n  w ith  fa n ta sy .  C o n se q u e n t ly  

i t  m a y  b e  c o n c lu d e d  tha t ,  fo r  th is  p a r t i c u l a r  n in th  g r a d e  p o p u la ­

tion , th is  m e a s u r e  w ould  c o n tr ib u te  l i t t l e  to the  p r e d ic t iv e  e f f i­

c a c y  of the f in a l  t h e o r e t i c a l  m o d e l.

In o r d e r  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  in  the  In te r  c o r  r e l a t io n  M a tr ix  in  

A ppend ix  B, th e  n ex t  s e t  of v a r i a b le s  a r e  th o se  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s ­

p i r a t i o n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s .  The c o r r e l a t i o n  v a lu e s  of th e s e  

two m a j o r  th e o r e t ic a l  c o n s t r u c t s  w ith  o th e r s  w hich  a p p e a r  r e l e ­

v a n t  to  th e  to p ic  of th is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  a p p e a r  in  T a b le  3. 3.

T A B L E  3. 3 - - I n t e r c o r r e l a t i o n s  of ED  A SP and E D  P L  w ith  P P E x ,
T o t  E v ,  SES, IQ, and C P A

E d  P I P P E x T o t E v SES IQ G PA

E d  A sp . 75 . 64 . 59 . 27 . 40 . 51
E d  P I . 83 . 68 . 31 . 50 . 60

T a b le  3. 3 i l l u s t r a t e s  the  f a c t  th a t  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  and  

E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  have  a  r a t h e r  h igh  c o r r e l a t i o n  of . 75. H o w ev er ,  

know ledge  of one v a r i a b le  w ould  s t i l l  l e a d  to  a n  e r r o r  of p r e d ic t io n

^B en n e tt  a n d  G is t ,  op. c it.
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of 45% in  an  a t t e m p t  to  p r e d i c t  th e  o th e r  v a r ia b le .  T h is  fac t ,  

coup led  w ith  th e  d i f f e r e n t ia l  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w ith  the  o th e r  v a r i a b le s ,  

p r e s e n t s  f u r th e r  e m p i r i c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  the  co n te n tio n  th a t  th e se  

a r e  two s e p a r a te  f a c to r s .  A g a in , the  f a c t  th a t  the  c o n s t r u c t  of E d ­

u c a t io n a l  P la n s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t ly  m o r e  h ig h ly  c o r r e l a t e d  w ith  a l l  

o th e r  v a r i a b le s  w o u ld  le a d  o n e  to  e x p e c t  th a t  th is  v a r i a b le  i s  the 

m o r e  e f f ic ien t  f o r e c a s t o r  of b e h a v io r .  F u r t h e r ,  the  h igh  c o r r e l a ­

t ions  w ith  the o th e r  v a r i a b l e s  in d ic a te s  the  n e e d  to  q u e s t io n  the  

in te r a c t iv e  im p a c t  of bo th  v a r i a b l e s  in  f o r e c a s t in g  d ro p o u t.

As shown in  A ppend ix  B, a l l  v a r i a b l e s  w hich  d e a l  w ith  the 

n u m b e r ,  age , an d  s e x  of s ib l in g s  in  th e  s tu d e n ts '  f a m i l i e s  have  

e i th e r  n eg a tiv e  o r  m in im a l  p o s i t iv e  i n t e r  c o r  r e l a t io n s  w ith  a ll  

o th e r  v a r i a b le s  th a t  s e e m  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  in c lu s io n  in  the  f in a l  

m u lt ip le  r e g r e s s i o n  equ a tio n . F o r  th i s  p o p u la t io n ,  i t  a p p e a r s  

th a t  the only u s e  to be m a d e  of k n o w led g e  of one of th e s e  v a r i a b le s  

w ould  be in p r e d ic t in g  one o f the  o th e r  s ib l in g  v a r i a b l e s ,  e. g. , 

th o se  who have  o ld e r  s i s t e r s  a r e  so m e w h a t  m o r e  l ik e ly  to a lso  

have  o ld e r  b r o th e r s ,  e tc . A s  i s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  in  the  I n t e r c o r r e l a ­

tio n  M a tr ix ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  s e e m  to h av e  no a s s o c ia t io n  

w ith  the th e o r e t ic a l  c o n s t r u c t s  o r  w ith  an y  o f the  o th e r  f a c to r s  

g e n e r a l ly  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  d ro p o u t .  H en ce , i t  m a y  be  co n c lu d ed  

th a t  the in c lu s io n  of th e s e  v a r i a b l e s  in  the  f in a l  r e g r e s s i o n  eq u a tio n  

w ould  only  r e s u l t  in  th e  r e d u c t io n  o f i t s  p r e d ic t iv e  e ffic ien cy .
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A n o th e r  i s s u e  w h ich  does  not s e e m  a p p l ic a b le  t o ' t h i s  p o p u la ­

t io n  i s  th a t  of the  c o m p o s i t io n  of the  f a m ily ,  i. e. , w h e th e r  i t  i s  

in ta c t  o r  in c o m p le te .  T h e  m e a n  fo r  th is  v a r ia b le  w as  2. 95 (3 = 

s tu d e n t  l iv e s  w ith  bo th  m o th e r  and  fa th e r ) .  T h e  i n t e r  c o r  r e l a t io n s  

of f a m ily  c o m p o s i t io n  w ith  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  

P la n s  a r e  only  . 11 and  . 08, thus  t h e r e  s e e m s  to  be  l i t t l e  a s s o c i a ­

tion. T he i n t e r c o r r e l a t i o n  v a lu e s  r a n g e  f r o m  .1 1  to  .1 6  f o r  the 

v a r i a b l e s  of so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  in te l l ig e n c e  a n d  a c a d e m ic  

a c h ie v e m e n t .  T h e  im p lic a t io n ,  then, is  th a t  the  in c lu s io n  of th is  

v a r i a b le  w ould  no t c o n tr ib u te  to the f o r e c a s t in g  e f f ic ie n c y  of the 

f in a l  r e g r e s s i o n  m o d e l.

A lthough c e r t a in  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  p o s tu la t e s  m ig h t  l e a d  one to 

e x p e c t  th a t  n e g a tiv e  and  p o s i t iv e  p a r e n t a l  r e in f o r c e m e n t  w ould  

h av e  so m e  in f lu en c e  upon s tu d en t  a c a d e m ic  b e h a v io r ,  th e  d e v e lo p ­

m e n t  of a t t i tu d in a l  c o n f ig u ra t io n s ,  and  w ould  b e  d i f f e r e n t ia l ly  r e ­

l a t e d  to s o c ia l  c l a s s  p o s i t io n ,  the  ev id e n c e  f r o m  th is  s tu d en t  p o p u ­

la t io n  p r e s e n t s  l i t t l e  to s u p p o r t  th e s e  c o n te n t io n s .  T h e  i n t e r c o r r e ­

la t io n s  of th e s e  two v a r i a b l e s  - the m e a s u r e s  of w h ic h  r e q u e s te d  

s tu d e n ts  to in d ic a te  the e x p e c te d  p a r e n t a l  r e s p o n s e  to a  good o r  a  

p o o r  r e p o r t  c a r d  - w ith  o th e r  r e le v a n t  f a c t o r s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  in  

T a b le  3. 4.

T he r e s u l t s  of th is  a n a ly s is  in d ic a te  th a t  p a r e n t a l  r e a c t io n s  

to good an d  to  p o o r  r e p o r t  c a r d s  a r e  s e p a r a t e  f a c t o r s ,  f o r  the  c o r?
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TABLE 3. 4 - - I n te r c o r r e la t io n s  of p a re n ta l  re a c tio n s  to good and
p oor r e p o r t  c a rd s  w ith  ED ASP, ED  P L , P P E x , Tot Ev, SES, IQ,

and  GPA

P o o r
C a r d  E d  A sp  E d  P I  P P E x  T o t E v  SES IQ GPA

Good C a rd  .1 9  .1 5  .1 6  .1 7  .2 4  . 1 4  .0 9  .0 7
P o o r  C a rd  .2 2  .2 7  .2 7  .3 2  .1 9  .2 1  .1 9

r e la t io n  is  only  . 19. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  the  c o r r e l a t i o n s  of each  i te m  

w ith  a l l  o th e r  v a r i a b l e s  a r e  d i s s i m i l a r .  T he  m e a n  v a lu e  of P a r e n ­

ta l  R e a c t io n s  to  G ood R e p o r t  C a r d s  i s  2. 15 (2 = P r a i s e ) ;  the  va lue  

f o r  P o o r  R e p o r t  C a r d s  is  3. 15 (3 = T a k e  aw ay  p r iv i le g e s ) .  A l­

though  th e s e  f in d in g s  m a y  have  so m e  d e s c r ip t iv e  v a lue ,  the  im p l i ­

c a t io n s  a r e  th a t  su ch  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  v a r i a b l e s  have  l i t t l e  a s s o c i a ­

t io n  w ith  any  of the  m a j o r  v a r i a b l e s  to  be  u s e d  in  th is  s tudy. T h e se  

p a r e n t a l  r e in f o r c e m e n t  n o r m s ,  then , w il l  n o t be  in c lu d e d  in the  

f in a l  th e o r e t ic a l  m o d e l .

In the  o r ig in a l  p r o j e c t s  f r o m  w h ic h  th is  s tudy  h a s  b e e n  d e r iv e d ,  

a  s e r i e s  of fo u r  i t e m s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c te d  a s  a m e a n s  of d e te rm in in g  

s tu d e n ts '  p r i o r i t i e s  o f  i n t e r e s t s .  In e a c h  in s ta n c e ,  the  r e sp o n d e n ts  

w e r e  a s k e d  to in d ic a te  w h e th e r  th e y  w ould  r a t h e r  be  a  good  s tu d en t 

v e r s u s  (1) a  good s p o r t ,  (2) w e l l - l ik e d ,  (3) p o p u la r  w ith  the  o p p o s ite  

sex , an d  (4) a  schoo l l e a d e r .  T h e  i n t e r c o r  r e l a t io n s  of th e se  i te m s  

a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  T a b le  3. 5.
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TABLE 3. 5 - - In te rc o r re la t io n s  of p r io r i ty  of in te r e s t  i te m s  w ith
ED ASP, ED P L , P P E x , T ot E v , SES, IQ, and  GPA

G ood S tuden t 
L ik ed  P o p  w ith

vs
L e a d e r

E d
A sp

E d
P I

P P
E x

T ot
E v SES IQ C P J

S tu d en t-
S p o r t

opp sex  

.3 8  .4 0 . 29 -■. 06 .01 .07 .12 .02 .11 .03
S tu d en t-
L ik e d . 50 . 36 - .0 1 .09 .13 .20 .03 .17 .09

S tu d en t-
P o p u la r . 43 .03 .14 .12 .22 .05 .18 .07

S tu d en t-
L e a d e r .06 .07 .10 .15 .04 .08 .06

T a b le  3. 5 in d ic a te s  th a t  the P r i o r i t y  of I n t e r e s t  i t e m s  b e a r  

l i t t l e  r e la t io n s h ip  to the  two m a jo r  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s  - in  

so m e  c a s e s  the  a s s o c ia t io n s  a r e  n e g a t iv e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  none of 

th e  i t e m s  a p p e a r  to be r e l a t e d  to  any  of the  o th e r  s e le c te d  v a r i ­

a b le s .  T h e se  i t e m s ,  then , w il l  no t b e  u s e d  in  the  f in a l  a n a ly s is .

In an  a t t e m p t  to a s s e s s  s tu d en t  s e l f - r a t i n g s  of p o p u la r i ty ,  s tu ­

d en ts  w e re  a s k e d  to r a t e  th e m s e lv e s  on  a  f iv e  p o in t  s c a le  w h ich  

r a n g e d  f ro m  "M uch  above a v e r a g e "  to  "M u ch  b e lo w  a v e r a g e "  fo r  

q u e s t io n s  abou t th e i r  p o p u la r i ty  w ith  t h e i r  ow n an d  th e  o p p o s ite  

sex . I n te r  c o r  r e l a t io n s  f o r  th e s e  m e a s u r e s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  in  T a b le

3. 6.

T h e se  two i t e m s ,  i. e. , P o p u la r i ty  w ith  Own and  w ith  O p p o s ite  

Sex, a p p e a r  to  be  h igh ly  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  e a c h  o th e r .  K now ledge  of
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TA BLE 3. 6 - - I n te rc o r re la t io n  of p o p u la rity  w ith own and  o th e r  sex
w ith  ED ASP, ED P L , P P E x , T ot E v, SES, IQ, and GPA

S tu d en t
S e lf P o p  w ith E d P P T o t

R ating : opp sex A sp E x E v SES IQ G PA

P o p u la r i ty
w ith  own sex . 72 . 30 . 36 . 52 . 16 . 26 . 21

P o p u la r i ty
w ith  opp sex . 20 . 26 .4 7 . 08 . 18 . 14

how a s tu d e n t  r a t e s  h is  p o p u la r i ty  w ith  h is  own se x  p e r m i t s  n e a r ly  

50% a c c u r a c y  in  p r e d ic t in g  how he w il l  r a t e  h is  p o p u la r i ty  w ith  

g i r l s .  H o w ev er ,  s e l f - r a t i n g s  of p o p u la r i ty  w ith  own se x  s e e m  to  

be  c o n s is te n t ly  m o r e  h ig h ly  r e l a t e d  to the  o th e r  v a r i a b l e s  th an  

d o e s  p o p u la r i ty  w ith  the  o p p o s ite  sex . F u r t h e r m o r e ,  p o p u la r i ty  

w ith  o n e 's  own se x  a p p e a r s  to  be  s ig n if ic a n t ly  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  

T o ta l  P e r c e i v e d  E v a lu a t io n s  of o th e r s :  the  c o r r e l a t i o n  is  . 52.

On th e  b a s i s  o f  th is  find ing , i t  m ig h t  be con c lu d ed  th a t  the  v a r i a b le  

of S tuden t S e l f -R a t in g s  of P o p u la r i ty  w ith  Own Sex w il l  m a k e  a  

c o n t r ib u t io n  in  the  f in a l  r e g r e s s i o n  eq u a tio n  to be u s e d  in  f o r e c a s t ­

ing  h igh  schoo l d ro p o u t.

A n o th e r  c o n c e r n  in  the  o r ig in a l  lo n g itu d in a l  p r o j e c t s  co n d u c ted  

by  B ro o k o v e r  an d  a s s o c i a t e s  w as  th a t  of v a r io u s  k in d s  of s tu d e n t  

p a r t i c ip a t i o n  in  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  an d  o u ts id e  a c t iv i t i e s .  C o n s e -
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q uen tly ,  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  a s k e d  to r a t e  t h e i r  in v o lv e m e n t  in  su ch  

a c t iv i t i e s  on a  f iv e  p o in t  s c a le  w h ich  ra n g e d  f r o m  "M uch  above  

a v e r a g e "  to "M uch  below  a v e ra g e .  " A m o r e  o b je c t iv e  m e a s u r e  

w a s  th e n  e m p lo y ed  b y  ask in g  the  s u b je c ts  to s ta te  the  a c tu a l  n u m ­

b e r  of e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  an d  o u ts id e  c lu b s  th a t  th ey  b e lo n g e d  to.

T h e  in t e r  c o r  r e l a t io n s  fo r  th e se  l a t t e r  m e a s u r e s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  in  

T a b le  3. 7.

T A B L E  3. 7 - - I n t e r c o r r e l a t i o n s  of p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  schoo l a c t iv i t i e s ,  
p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  s p o r t s ,  n u m b e r  of e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  c lu b s  b e lo n g e d  to, 
n u m b e r  of o u ts id e  c lu b s  b e lo n g ed  to  an d  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w ith  E D  ASP, 

E d  P L ,  P P E x ,  T o t E v , SES, IQ, and  G PA

P a r t i c i ­ E x t r a c .  O u ts id e  E d E d P P T o t
p a t io n  In: S p o r ts  C lu b s  C lubs  A sp P I E x E v . SES IQ CPV

School
A ctiv . .5 5  .3 6  .2 3  .27 .32 .30 .43 .15 .13 .13

S p o r ts .4 9  .2 3  .25 .29 .30 .43 .14 .18 .18
E x t r a c
C lu b s .2 3  .31 .34 .29 .35 .13 .18 .30

O u ts id e
C lu b s .22 .24 .23 .29 .20 .18 .21

T a b le  3. 7 i l l u s t r a t e s  th a t  a l th o u g h  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  one k in d  of 

a c t iv i ty  m a y  h av e  so m e  v a lu e  f o r  p r e d ic t in g  th e  a m o u n t  of a c t iv i ty  

in  o th e r  k inds  of c lubs  an d  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  th e s e  k in d s  of v a r i a b l e s  

a p p e a r  to h av e  l i t t l e  r e l a t io  *ship to  th o se  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  an d  

so c io lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s  g e n e r a l ly  c o n s id e re d  to be r e l a t e d  to  h ig h
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sch o o l  d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r  o r  to  the  m a j o r  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  th e s e  v a r i a b l e s  w ill  no t be  u s e d  in  the  f in a l  m u l t ip le  

l i n e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  eq u a tio n s .

One th e o r e t ic a l  c o n cep t  w hich h a s  b e e n  the c e n t r a l  t h e s i s  in  

m u c h  of the w o rk  by B ro o k o v e r  an d  a s s o c i a t e s  i s  th a t  of s tu d e n t s '  

G e n e r a l  S e l f -C o n c e p t  of A c a d e m ic  A bility . In a  n u m b e r  of s tu d ie s ,  

t h i s  c o n c e p t  h a s  b e e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  to be r e l e v a n t  to  a  n u m b e r  of 

o th e r  v a r i a b l e s  r e l a t e d  to s tu d en t b e h a v io r .  T he  i n t e r  c o r  r e l a t io n s  

of th is  v a r i a b le  w ith  the  o th e r  m a jo r  v a r i a b l e s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  in  

T a b le  3. 8.

T A B L E  3. 8 - - I n t e r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  of g e n e r a l  s e l f - c o n c e p t  of a c a d e m ic  
a b i l i ty  w ith  E D  A SP, E D  P L ,  P P E x ,  T o t  E v ,  SES, IQ, a n d  G PA

E d  A sp E d  P I P P E x T ot E v SES IQ G PA

SCA . 68 . 74 . 68 . 75 .3 3  .4 9 . 66

S tu d en t l e v e l s  of G e n e ra l  S e lf -C o n c e p t  of A c a d e m ic  A b il i ty  

a p p e a r  to be  q u ite  h ig h ly  c o r r e l a t e d  w ith  n e a r ly  e v e r y  v a r i a b l e  

c o n s id e re d  c e n t r a l  to th is  p ro je c t .  T h e  h igh  r e l a t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  

s e l f - c o n c e p t  of a b i l i ty  and  g ra d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e  s u p p o r t s  th e  th e o r y  

a d v a n c e d  by  B ro o k o v e r  and  a s s o c i a t e s  th a t  s e l f - c o n c e p t io n s  in ­

f lu e n c e  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t .  In ad d it io n , th e  h ig h  c o r r e l a t i o n  

b e tw e e n  p e r c e iv e d  e v a lu a t io n s  of o th e r s  an d  s e l f - c o n c e p t  s u p p o r t s
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t h e i r  th e o r y  th a t  p e r c e iv e d  e v a lu a t io n s 'a r e  a  n e c e s s a r y  and  s u f f i ­

c ie n t  c o n d it io n  f o r  s e l f - c o n c e p t  of a b i l i ty  bu t s e l f - c o n c e p t  of a b i l i ty  

i s  on ly  a  n e c e s s a r y  b u t  no t su ff ic ie n t  co nd it ion  fo r  a c h ie v e m e n t .

T h is  l a t t e r  po in t i s  f u r t h e r  s u p p o r te d  by th e i r  a n a ly s is  of the  a c h ie v e ­

m e n t  of s tu d e n ts  w ith  h igh  and  low le v e ls  of s e l f - c o n c e p t  of ab i l i ty .  

T h ey  found th a t  a l th o u g h  a  s ig n if ic a n t  p r o p o r t io n  of s tu d e n ts  w ith  

h igh  s e l f - c o n c e p t s  of a b i l i ty  a c h ie v e d  a t  a  r e l a t iv e ly  lo w e r  lev e l ,  

p r a c t i c a l l y  none of the s tu d e n ts  w ith  lo w e r  s e l f - c o n c e p ts  of a b i l i ty  

a c h ie v e d  a t  a h igh  le v e l .  S ince  s e l f - c o n c e p t  s e e m s  to h av e  su ch  a 

r o l e  f o r  p e r f o r m a n c e  in  schoo l,  i t  w ould  s e e m  lik e ly  th a t  i t  w ould  

a l s o  h a v e  so m e  u t i l i ty  in  s tu d e n t  d e c is io n s  about w h e th e r  o r  not to 

c o n tin u e  p e r f o r m in g  in  schoo l.  T h e re f o re ,  th is  v a r ia b le  w il l  be 

in c lu d e d  in  the  f in a l  m u l t ip le  l i n e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  an a ly t ic  m o d e l.

A lthough  m a n y  e d u c a to r s  a r e  c u r r e n t ly  c o n c e rn e d  abou t s tu ­

d e n t s '  a b i l i ty  to r e a d ,  the v a r ia b le  of R ead ing  S c o re s  a s s e s s e d  in  

th e  n in th  g r a d e  does  no t s e e m  to  b e  s ig n if ic a n t ly  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  

an y  o f th e  o th e r  v a r i a b le s  r e le v a n t  to th is  s tudy . As m a y  be s e e n  

in  A p p en d ix  B, th e  i n t e r  c o r r e l a t i o n  v a lu e s  ra n g e  f ro m  - .  07 to . 23.

T h e  l a t t e r  s c o r e  i s  b e tw e e n  n in th  g r a d e  R ead ing  S c o r e s  and  School 

A tte n d e d ,  w h ich  h a s  b e e n  d e s e le c te d  f ro m  the  f in a l  a n a ly s is  fo r  

r e a s o n s  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r  in  th is  c h a p te r .

C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  th o se  v a r i a b l e s  to be in c lu d e d  in  the  f in a l  t h e ­

o r e t i c a l  a n d  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  a n a ly s is ,  i. e . , th o se  w hich  w ould
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a p p e a r  to  p ro d u c e  un ique  and  s u b s ta n t ia l  c o n tr ib u t io n s  in  f o r e c a s t ­

ing d e c is io n -m a k in g  b e h a v io r  in  the  a c a d e m ic  a r e n a ,  a r e  th o s e  of 

E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s ,  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s ,  P e r c e i v e d  P a r e n t a l  

E x p e c ta t io n s ,  S tuden t S e l f -R a t in g s  of P o p u la r i ty  w ith  Own Sex,

G e n e ra l  S e l f -C o n c e p t  of A c a d e m ic  A b ility ,  T o ta l  P e r c e i v e d  E v a lu ­

a t io n s  of O th e r s ,  S o c io eco n o m ic  S ta tu s ,  M e a s u r e d  In te l l ig e n c e  

S c o re s ,  and  A c a d e m ic  A c h ie v e m e n t .  In a s tudy  by  B ro o k o v e r  an d  

E r ic k s o n ^ ,  i t  w as  found th a t  s t a t i s t i c a l  c o n t ro l  f o r  v a r i a t io n s  in 

E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  r e d u c e d  to n e a r ly  z e r o  both  the  c o r r e l a t i o n s  b e ­

tw een  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s  an d  a c h ie v e m e n t  an d  the c o r r e l a ­

t io n s  A s p i ra t io n s  and  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s .  On the  o th e r  hand, 

s ta t i s t i c a l  c o n tro l  f o r  v a r ia t io n s  in a s p i r a t i o n s  d id  no t r e d u c e  to 

n e a r  z e r o  e i th e r  the  c o r r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  and  

s o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  o r  p la n s  an d  g r a d e  po in t a v e ra g e .  I n te r  c o r ­

r e l a t io n s  fo r  th e s e  and  a l l  o th e r  v a r i a b l e s  w h ich  h av e  b e e n  s e le c te d  

f o r  f in a l  a n a ly s is  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  in T a b le  3. 9.

The m e a n  v a lu e s  an d  s ta n d a rd  d e v ia t io n s  fo r  th e s e  v a r i a b le s  

a r e  g iv en  in  T a b le  3. 10.

T h e se  m e a n  v a lu e s  can  be  an d  w e re ,  w ith  the  e x c e p t io n  of a s ­

p i r a t i o n s  and  p la n s ,  u s e d  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  a s s ig n in g  h igh  an d  low 

s c o r e s  to s u b je c ts  fo r  the p u r p o s e  of c o n s t ru c t in g  b in a r y  v a r i a b le

^ B ro o k o v e r  an d  E r ic k s o n ,  "E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s .  . . " o p .  c it.
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T A B L E  3. 9 - - I h t e r c o r r e l a t i o n s  b e tw een  v a r i a b l e s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  
m u l t ip le  l i n e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a ly s is  fo r  the  f o r e c a s t in g  of h igh

sch o o l d ro p o u t

E d P o p  w / Tot
P la n P P E x own sex E v SCA SES IQ GPA

E d  A sp . 75 . 74 . 30 . 59 . 68 . 27 . 40 . 51
E d  P I . 83 . 37 . 68 . 74 . 31 . 50 . 60
P P E x . 35 . 67 . 68 . 36 . 46 . 58
P o p . 52 . 38 . 15 . 26 . 21
T o t  E v . 75 . 30 .4 6 . 61
SCA . 33 . 48 . 66
SES . 28 . 36
IQ . 47

T A B L E  3. 10 - - M e a n  v a lu e s  and  s ta n d a rd  d e v ia t io n s  f o r  v a r i a b l e s  
s e le c t e d  f o r  m u l t ip le  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a ly s is  to f o r e c a s t  h ig h  sch o o l

d ro p o u t b e h a v io r

V a r ia b le M ean S. D.

E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s 5. 71 I. 53
E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s 5. 08 1. 58
P e r c e i v e d  P a r e n t a l  E x p e c ta t io n s 5. 25 1. 53
P o p u la r i ty  w ith  own sex 3. 33 3. 33
S e l f - c o n c e p t  of ab i l i ty 28. 81 5. 29
T o ta l  e v a lu a t io n s  of o th e r s 56. 18 12. 42
S o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s 40. 28 22. 70
In te l l ig e n c e 108. 47 18. 42
G r a d e  P o in t  a v e r a g e 2. 28 . 85

d e c k s  f o r  s ta t i s t i c a l  a n a ly s is .  In the c a s e  of a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  p la n s ,  

th e  c u t -o f f  p o in t  w as  m a d e  a t  the  le v e l  of "T o  g r a d u a te  f r o m  h igh

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



103

s c h o o l"  w h ich  is  c o n s id e ra b ly  be low  the  m e a n  s c o re  fo r  both  i te m s .

B a s e d  upon  the  d e s c r ib e d  c o r r e l a t i o n  v a lu e s  of th e s e  v a r i a b le s ,  

a s  c o m p a r e d  to the  lo w e r  v a lu e s  of o th e r  v a r i a b l e s  w hich  a r e  p r e ­

s e n te d  in  t h e i r  e n t i r e ty  in  the  In te r  c o r  r e la t io n  M a tr ix  in  A ppend ix  B, 

a  m o r e  f in a l  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  m o d e l  m ay  now b e  d e ­

l in e a te d .  T h is  fu ll  m o d e l ,  w h ich  w il l  be u s e d  in  the f o re c a s t in g  of 

v o lu n ta ry  h igh  sc h o o l  d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r  on th e  b a s is  of d a ta  g a th e r e d  

f r o m  w h ite  m a le s  in  the  n in th  g ra d e ,  i s  s p e c if ie d  in  F ig u r e  3. 1. A s 

h a s  b e e n  d i s c u s s e d ,  th is  m o d e l  c an n o t  be c o n s id e re d  to be a  c o m ­

p r e h e n s iv e  one. M any of the v a r i a b le s  d e e m e d  im p o r ta n t  by o th e r  

i n v e s t i g a to r s  h av e  no t b e e n  in c lu d e d  in  th is  m o d e l ,  fo r  t h e r e  s e e m e d  

to  be no e m p i r i c a l  ju s t i f i c a t io n  fo r  doing so w ith  th is  p a r t i c u l a r  

s a m p le .  I t  is  m a in ta in e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  th o se  v a r i a b le s  w h ich  do 

s e e m  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  e x am in in g  th is  p o p u la t io n  w ill  be u se fu l  fo r  

d e te r m in in g  how the  m a jo r  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s  of E d u c a t io n a l  

A s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  m a y  be  m o d if ie d  in  t h e i r  im p a c t  

upon  b e h a v io r .

W ith th e  u s e  of th is  m o d e l ,  i t  i s  now p o s s ib le  to c o n s t r u c t  

b a s ic  r e s e a r c h  q u e s t io n s  to  be  a n s w e re d  w ith  the  m u lt ip le  l in e a r  

r e g r e s s i o n  a p p ro a c h .

B a s ic  Q u e s t io n ,  One

In f o r e c a s t in g  d ro p o u t  r a t e s ,  i s  t h e r e  a  d i f f e re n c e  in  g roup ing
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FIG U R E 3. 1 - -M e th o d o lo g ic a l  m odel:  v a r i a b le s  s e le c te d  a s  r e l e ­
v an t  to  f o r e c a s t in g  h igh  sch o o l d ro p o u t  w ith  a  m u l t ip le  l in e a r

r e g r e s s i o n  a p p ro a c h

= ( P .  S p ,  S ^ )

W here:

P  = P e r s o n  V a r ia b le s

1. E d u c a t io n a l  V a lu es  f o r  Self
a . E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  (Ed  Asp)
b. E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  (E d  PI)

2. A c a d e m ic  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
a .  M e a s u r e d  In te l l ig e n c e  S c o r e s  (IQ)
b. A c a d e m ic  A c h ie v e m e n t  (GPA)
c. G e n e r a l  S e l f -C o n c e p t  of A c a d e m ic  A b il i ty  (SCA)

Sp = S o c ia l -P s y c h o lo g ic a l  V a r ia b le s

1. F a m i ly  N o rm s
a. P e r c e i v e d  P a r e n t a l  E x p e c ta t io n s  (P P E x )

2. P e e r  N o r m s
a. S e l f -R a t in g s  of P o p u la r i ty  w ith  own sex  (pop)

3. S o c ia l  N o r m s
a. P e r c e i v e d  to ta l  ev a lu a t io n s  of o th e r s  (T o t Ev)

Sc = S o c ia l  C o n tex t N o rm s

1. S o c io e c o n o m ic  S ta tu s  (SES)

Yg^= P r e d ic te d  b e h a v io r  of h igh  sch o o l  d ro p o u t

s tu d e n ts  on the b a s i s  of h igh  an d  low E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  o v e r  

an d  ab o v e  th a t  w h ich  w ou ld  be  e x p e c te d  on the  b a s i s  of d i f f e r e n c e s  

in  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  m e a s u r e d  in te l l ig e n c e ,  and  a c a d e m ic  

a c h ie v e m e n t?
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F u l l  M odel:

D ro p o u t R a te  (Y) = a^u  + (aj )̂ (E d  Asp) + (ag) (SES) +

(aj) (IQ) + (a^) (GPA)

=  . 2 2  

R e s t r i c t e d  M odel:

D ro p o u t  R a te  (Y) = a^u  + (a^) (SES) + (a^) (IQ) +

(a^) (GPA)

2
R = .1 7

( 1) A n s w e r ,  Q u e s t io n  O n e ^

Y es . T h e r e  i s  a  d i f f e re n c e  in  f a v o r  of th e  g ro u p in g  
of s tu d e n ts  on the  b a s i s  of h igh  and  low  E d u c a t io n a l  
A s p i r a t io n s .

F  = 25, P  < . 001

(2) I n te r p r e t a t i o n

A d d it io n a l  in fo rm a t io n  about w h e th e r  s tu d e n ts  p o s s ­
e s s  h igh  o r  low le v e ls  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  
d o es  r e s u l t  in  g r e a t e r  a c c u r a c y  in  f o r e c a s t in g  h ig h  
sc h o o l  d ro p o u t  r a t e s  than  th a t  w h ich  i s  o b ta in e d  b y  
u s in g  only  the  know ledge  of le v e l s  of so c io e c o n o m ic  
s ta tu s ,  m e a s u r e d  in te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s ,  a n d  a c a d e m ic  
a c h ie v e m e n t .

B a s ic  Q u e s t io n ,  Two

In f o r e c a s t in g  d ro p o u t  r a t e s ,  i s  t h e r e  a  d i f f e re n c e  in  g ro u p in g  

s tu d e n ts  on the  b a s i s  of h igh  an d  low E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  w h ich  is

1 2 T h e  fu ll  a n d  r e s t r i c t e d  m o d e ls ,  R and  R v a lu e s ,  F  and  P
v a lu e s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  m o r e  fu lly  in  T a b le  3. 11.
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o v e r  an d  above th a t  w h ich  w ould  be e x p e c te d  on the  b a s i s  of d i f f e r ­

e n c e s  in s o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  m e a s u r e d  in te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s  and  

a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t?

F u l l  M odel:

D ro p o u t R a te  (Y) = a ^ u  + (a^) (E d  PI) + (ag) (SES) +

(a^) (IQ) + (a^) (GPA)

2
R = .2 4

R e s t r i c t e d  M odel:

D ro p o u t  R a te  (Y) = a^ u  + (a^) (SES) + (a^) (IQ) +

R^ = .1 7

(a 1 (GPA) 
4

( 1) A n s w e r ,  Q u e s t io n  T w o ^

Y e s .  T h e r e  i s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  in f a v o r  of th e  group ing  
of s tu d e n ts  on the  b a s i s  of h igh  and  low  le v e l s  of 
E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s .

F  = 35, P <  . 100

(2) I n t e r p r e t a t i o n

I n fo r m a t io n  ab o u t  w h e th e r  s tu d e n ts  h ave  e i th e r  h igh  
o r  low  le v e l s  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  d o es  r e s u l t  in 
s ig n i f ic a n t ly  m o r e  a c c u r a t e  f o r e c a s t in g  of h igh  schoo l 
d ro p o u t  r a t e s  th a n  th a t  o b ta in e d  w ith  only  the  know l­
ed g e  of s o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  m e a s u r e d  in te l l ig e n c e  
s c o r e s ,  an d  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t .

1 2 T he  fu ll  a n d  r e s t r i c t e d  m o d e ls ,  R an d  R v a lu e s ,  F  an d  P
v a lu e s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  m o r e  fu lly  in  T a b le  3 .1 1 .
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T h u s , on the  b a s i s  of a m u l t ip le  l i n e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  a p p ro a c h ,  

i t  m a y  be con c lu d ed  th a t  th e  u se  of e i th e r  c o n s t r u c t ,  i. e. , E d u c a ­

t io n a l  P la n s  o r  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s ,  e n h a n c e s  th e  f o r e c a s t in g  

of h igh  schoo l d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r  b ey o n d  th a t  w h ich  m ig h t  be e x p e c te d  

w ith  the u t i l iz a t io n  of the  m o r e  t r a d i t io n a l  v a r i a b l e s  of s o c io e c o n ­

o m ic  s ta tu s ,  m e a s u r e d  in te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s ,  a n d  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e ­

m e n t .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  a s  h y p o th e s iz e d ,  the  c o n c e p t  of E d u c a t io n a l  

P la n s  does s e e m  to h av e  the  g r e a t e r  u t i l i ty  fo r  f o r e c a s t in g  in  th a t  

the  u s e  of th is  c o n c e p t  a c c o u n te d  f o r  24% of the  v a r i a n c e  in  d ro p o u t  

b e h a v io r  a s  c o m p a re d  to  the  R of . 22 found w ith  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ­

r a t io n s .  H ow ever ,  the q u e s t io n  s t i l l  r e m a in s  of w h e th e r  t h e r e  m a y  

be  an  ad d it iv e  o r  in te r a c t iv e  im p a c t  b e tw e e n  the  two m a jo r  t h e o r e t ­

i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s  th a t  m a y  c o n t r ib u te  to  the  f o r e c a s t in g  of th i s  k ind  

of event.

B a s ic  Q u es t io n ,  T h re e

In f o r e c a s t in g  h igh  sch o o l  d ro p o u t  r a t e s ,  i s  t h e r e  a n  a d d i t iv e  

im p a c t  b e tw een  the  c o n c e p ts  of E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  

A s p i r a t io n s  w h ich  a c c o u n ts  f o r  v a r i a t io n s  in  d ro p o u t  r a t e s  o v e r  

an d  ab o v e  th a t  w h ich  is  found by u s in g  only  s tu d e n t  l e v e l s  of E d u c a ­

t io n a l  P la n s ,  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  m e a s u r e d  in te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s ,  

an d  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t?
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F u l l  M odel:

D ro p o u t R a te  (Y) = UqU + (a^) (Ed A sps)  + (Ed P la n s )

+ (ag) (SES) + (a^) (IQ) + (ag) (GPA)

R = .2 5

R e s t r i c t e d  M odel:

D ro p o u t R a te  (Y) = agU + (ag) (Ed P la n s )  + (a^) (SES) +

(a^) (IQ) + (ag) (GPA)

R = .2 4

(1) A n s w e r ,  Q u e s t io n  T h r e e 1

No. T h e  a d d i t io n a l  know ledge  of s tu d en t  le v e ls  of 
E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  does  no t a c c o u n t  fo r  v a r i a ­
t io n s  in d ro p o u t  r a t e s  o v e r  an d  above th a t  w h ich  i s  
e x p la in e d  by  u s in g  only  in fo rm a t io n  abou t s tu d en t 
l e v e l s  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s ,  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  
m e a s u r e d  in te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s ,  and  a c a d e m ic  
a c h ie v e m e n t .

(2) I n te r p r e t a t i o n

In the  f o r e c a s t in g  of h igh  schoo l d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r ,  
t h e r e  d o es  no t a p p e a r  to be a n  a d d it iv e  e f fe c t  b e ­
tw e e n  the  c o n c e p ts  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s  and 
E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  th a t  can  m a k e  an y  a d d it io n a l  c o n ­
t r ib u t io n  to the  f o r e c a s t in g  of th is  k ind  of even t.
One can  o b ta in  e s s e n t i a l l y  the  s a m e  d e g re e  of a c c u r ­
a c y  in  f o r e c a s t in g  by u s in g  only  the c o n s t r u c t  of 
E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  a long  w ith  the m o r e  t r a d i t io n a l  
v a r i a b l e s  of s o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  in te l l ig e n c e  
s c o r e s ,  an d  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e s .

1 2 T h e  fu ll  an d  r e s t r i c t e d  m o d e ls ,  R and  R v a lu e s ,  F  an d  P
v a lu e s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  m o r e  fu lly  in  T a b le  3. 11.
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B a s ic  Q ues tio n , F o u r

In f o r e c a s t in g  h igh  s c h o o l  d ro p o u t  r a t e s ,  i s  t h e r e  a n  i n t e r ­

a c t iv e  im p a c t  b e tw e e n  the  c o n c e p ts  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  an d  E d u ­

ca t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s  w h ich  a c c o u n ts  f o r  v a r i a t io n s  in  d ro p o u t  r a t e s  

o v e r  and  above th a t  w h ich  m a y  be  p r e d i c t e d  by u s in g  only th o se  

v a r i a b le s  of E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s ,  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  m e a s u r e d  

in te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s ,  a n d  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t?

F u l l  M odel:

D ropou t R a te  (Y) = a^u  + ( a j )  (E d  A sp s)  + (a^) (Ed P la n s )

+ (ag) (SES) + (a^) (IQ) + (ag) (GPA)

+ (a^) (E d  A s p s  * E d  P la n s )

= .2 5  

R e s t r i c t e d  M odel:

D ropou t R a te  (Y) = a^u  + (ag) (Ed  P la n s )  + (a^) (SES) +

(a^) (IQ) + (ag) (GPA)

R^ = .2 4

( 1) A n s w e r ,  Q u e s t io n  F o u r ^

No. T h e r e  i s  n o t a n  i n t e r a c t iv e  im p a c t  b e tw een  
th e  c o n c e p ts  of E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  
A s p i r a t io n s  w h ich  a c c o u n ts  f o r  v a r i a t io n s  in  d ro p o u t  
o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  th a t  w h ich  m a y  be  f o r e c a s t e d  w ith

^The fu ll  an d  r e s t r i c t e d  m o d e ls ,  R an d  R^ v a lu e s ,  F  an d  P  
v a lu e s  a r e  p r e s e n te d  m o r e  fu l ly  in  T a b le  3. 11.
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th e  v a r i a b le s  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s ,  s o c io e c o n o m ic  
s ta tu s ,  in te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s ,  and  a c a d e m ic  a c h i e v e ­
m e n t .

(2) I n te rp r e ta t io n

In the  fo r e c a s t in g  of h igh  sch o o l  d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r ,  
t h e r e  does  n o t a p p e a r  to b e  an  in t e r a c t iv e  e f fe c t  
b e tw e e n  the c o n c e p ts  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  
an d  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  th a t  i s  of any a d d i t io n a l  v a lu e  
in  p re d ic t io n .  E s s e n t i a l l y  the  s a m e  d e g r e e  of a c c u ­
r a c y  in  f o r e c a s t in g  m a y  be  o b ta in e d  by on ly  the c o n ­
s t r u c t  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  a long  w ith  the  m o r e  
t r a d i t io n a l  v a r i a b l e s  of so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  i n ­
te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s ,  an d  g ra d e  po in t a v e r a g e s .

S u m m a ry  an d  C o n c lu s io n s :  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  and  E d u c a t io n a l  
A s p i r a t io n s  a s  F o r e c a s t o r s  of H igh School D ro p o u t

B a s e d  upon  the  f ind ings  of a  m u l t ip le  l i n e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a ly ­

s i s ,  i t  c an  be te n ta t iv e ly  con c lu d ed  th a t  the  c o n s t r u c t  of E d u c a t io n a l  

A s p i r a t io n s  does  enhan ce  the  e f f ic ie n c y  of f o r e c a s t in g  h igh  sch o o l  

d ro p o u t  th a t  i s  o b ta in e d  w ith  the  m o r e  t r a d i t io n a l  v a r i a b l e s  of 

so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  m e a s u r e d  in te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s ,  a n d  a c a d e m ic  

a c h ie v e m e n t .  When u s ing  only  the  l a t t e r  t h r e e  v a r i a b l e s ,  17% of 

th e  v a r i a t io n  in  d ro p o u t  r a t e s  co u ld  be  exp la ined . With the  a d d i ­

t io n a l  know ledge  of s tu d en t  l e v e l s  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s ,  22% 

of the  v a r ia n c e  of fu tu r e  h igh  sch o o l d ro p o u t  w as  s u c c e s s fu l ly  

f o r e c a s t e d .  A s  w as  h y p o th e s iz e d ,  h o w ev e r ,  the  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n ­

s t r u c t  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  w a s  d e m o n s t r a te d  to b e  the  m o r e  

p o w e r fu l  f o r e c a s t o r ;  b u t  th e  d i f f e re n c e  w a s  s lig h t.  W hen the  co n -
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T A B L E  3. 11 - -M o d e ls ,  F - t e s t s ,  R, R , and  P  v a lu e s  f o r  th e  f o r e ­
c a s t in g  of h igh  sch o o l  d ro p o u t  on the  b a s i s  of ed u c a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  
ed u c a t io n a l  p la n s ,  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  in te l l ig e n c e  an d  a c a d e m ic

a c h ie v e m e n t

F o r e c a s t o r s M odel R R d / f  F

E d  A sp s F u l l 47 . 2 2  1/305 25 .001

R e s t r i c t e d  
(SES, IQ, GPA)

41 . 17

E d  P la n s F u l l 49 . 2 4  1 /305 35 .001

R e s t r i c t e d  
(SES, IQ, GPA)

41 . 17

ADDITIVE E F F E C T S :  
E d  A s p s  + E d  P la n s F u l l 50 .2 5  1 /302 .05 n. s.

R e s t r i c t e d  
(E d  P I ,  SES, IQ, GPA)

49 . 24

IN T E R A C T IV E  E F F E C T S :
E d  A sp s  + E d  P la n s  + F u l l

(E d  A sp s  * E d  P la n s )
50 .2 5  1 /302 .0 5  n . s .

R e s t r i c t e d  
(E d  P I ,  SES, IQ, GPA)

49 . 24
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s t r u c t  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  w as  ad d ed  to the  v a r i a b l e s  of SES, IQ, 

an d  G P A , 24% of the  v a r ia t io n  in  d ro p o u t  r a t e s  w e r e  success fu lly -  

f o r e c a s te d .

The q u e s t io n s  w e r e  then  a s k e d  if t h e r e  m ig h t  be  a n  a d d i t iv e  o r

in te r a c t iv e  im p a c t  b e tw e e n  the  c o n s t r u c t s  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s

a n d  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  th a t  m ig h t  even  f u r t h e r  e n h a n c e  th e  e f f ic ie n c y

of f o r e c a s t in g  d ropou t.  In both  c a s e s ,  i. e. , a d d i t iv e  a n d  i n t e r -

2
a c t iv e  e f fe c ts ,  an  R of . 25 w as found. T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  c a n  be  t e n t a ­

t iv e ly  co n c lu d ed  th a t  su ch  ad d it iv e  o r  i n t e r a c t iv e  e f f e c ts ,  a s  they  

m a y  be p r e s e n t ,  c o n tr ib u te  l i t t l e  beyond  the  f o r e c a s t i n g  e f f ic ie n c y  

to be found by u s ing  the  c o n s t r u c t  of E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  a long  w ith  

SES, IQ, and  G PA .

On the  b a s e s  of the  f in d in g s  th a t  (1) the t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t  

of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  is  s l ig h t ly  m o r e  e f f ic ie n t  f o r  f o r e c a s t i n g  

v o lu n ta ry  h igh  sch o o l d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r  th a n  is  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a ­

t io n s ,  an d  (2) th a t  n e i th e r  the a d d it iv e  n o r  i n t e r a c t iv e  e f fe c ts  b e ­

tw e e n  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  c o n tr ib u te  

to  the  s u c c e s s  in  f o r e c a s t in g  beyond  th a t  w hich  c a n  b e  o b ta in e d  

w ith  the s in g le  f o r e c a s t o r  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s ,  th e  q u e s t io n  m a y  

be r a i s e d  w h e th e r  t h e r e  a r e  o th e r  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s  

d e r iv e d  f ro m  the s a m e  th e o r e t ic a l  f r a m e w o r k  w h ic h  m a y  ev en  

f u r t h e r  en h an ce  the  s u c c e s s  of f o r e c a s t in g  v o lu n ta ry  h ig h  sch o o l 

d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r .
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A s h a s  b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r  in th is  c h a p te r ,  t h e r e  a r e  c e r ­

ta in  v a r i a b l e s  w h ich  h av e  b e e n  found  to b e  r a t h e r  h igh ly  c o r r e l a t e d  

w ith  o th e r  f a c t o r s  c o n s id e r e d  to be b a s ic  to bo th  the  th e o r e t ic a l  

f r a m e w o r k  w hich  p r o v id e s  the  b a s i s  f o r  th is  s tudy  an d  to o th e r  

v a r i a b l e s  w h ic h  p r e v io u s  in v e s t ig a to r s  have a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  d r o p ­

out. T h e s e  v a r i a b l e s ,  then, have b een  s e le c te d  to  be t e s t e d  and  

c o m p a r e d  w ith  the  t h r e e  m o r e  t ra d i t io n a l ly  em p lo y e d  f a c to r s  (i. e. , 

SES, IQ, G PA ) u s e d  in  the  p r e v io u s  r e s t r i c t e d  m o d e ls :  P e r c e i v e d  

P a r e n t a l  E x p e c ta t io n s  (P P E x ) ,  S e l f -R a t in g s  of P o p u la r i ty  w ith  Own 

Sex (P op),  S e l f -C o n c e p t  of A c a d e m ic  A bili ty  (SCA) and  T o ta l  P e r ­

c e iv e d  E v a lu a t io n s  of O th e r s  (Tot Ev. ). It i s  the  p u rp o s e  of the 

fo l lo w in g  q u e s t io n s  to d e te r m in e  w h e th e r  in fo rm a t io n  of th e s e  

a d d i t io n a l  f a c t o r s  d o es  r e s u l t  in  even  g r e a t e r  a c c u r a c y  in  the f o r e ­

c a s t in g  of h ig h  sc h o o l  d ropou t.

B a s ic  Q u e s t io n ,  F iv e

D o es  th e  k n o w led g e  of o th e r  th e o r e t ic a l ly  and  e m p i r i c a l ly  r e l ­

ev an t  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s  p e r m i t  s u c c e s s fu l  f o r e c a s t in g  

of h igh  sc h o o l  d ro p o u t  o v e r  an d  above  th a t  w h ich  can  be o b ta in ed  

w ith  the  m o r e  t r a d i t io n a l  v a r i a b l e s  of so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  m e a s ­

u r e d  in te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s  an d  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t?
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F u l l  M odel:

D ro p o u t R a te  (Y) = a ^ u  + (a^) (P P E x )  + (Pop) +

(ag) (SCA) + (a^) (T o t Ev) + (ag) (SES)

+ (a^) (IQ) + (ay) (GPA)

= .2 9  

R e s t r i c t e d  M odel:

D ro p o u t R a te  (Y) = a ^ u  + (a^) (SES) + (a^) (IQ) +

(ay) (GPA)

R^ = .1 7

( 1) A n s w e r ,  B a s ic  Q u e s t io n  F iv e ^

Y es . K now ledge of o th e r  r e le v a n t  s o c ia l - p s y c h o ­
lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s  does  p ro v id e  s u c c e s s  in  f o r e c a s t ­
ing d ro p o u t  o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  th a t  w h ich  i s  o b ta in e d  
w ith  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  in te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s ,  
an d  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t .

F  = 15, P <  . 001

(2) I n te r p r e t a t i o n

I n fo rm a t io n  c o n c e rn in g  o th e r  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
v a r i a b l e s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  to be r e l e v a n t  to the  m a j o r  
t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  
a n d  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  does  r e s u l t  in  s ig n if ic a n t ly  
g r e a t e r  a c c u r a c y  fo r  f o r e c a s t in g  h igh  sch o o l d r o p ­
out th a n  th a t  w h ich  w ould  be  o b ta in e d  by u s in g  only  
th e  v a r i a b l e s  of so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  in te l l ig e n c e ,  
a n d  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e s .

S ince  the a d d i t io n  of th e s e  o th e r  s o c ia l -p s y c h o lo g ic a l  v a r i a b le s

 ̂V a lu e 8 f o r  R, R^, F  an d  P  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  m o r e  fu lly  in  T a b le
3. 12.
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to  th e  p r e d ic t iv e  eq u a tio n  d o es  c o n s id e ra b ly  en h an ce  the c h a n c e s  

of s u c c e s s fu l ly  f o r e c a s t in g  d ropou t,  the  q u e s t io n  m a y  b e  a s k e d  of 

how m u c h  g r e a t e r  p r e d ic t iv e  e f f ic ie n c y  m a y  be a c q u i r e d  w ith  the  

c o n c e p t  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s .

B a s ic  Q u e s t io n ,  Six

D oes  the  a d d i t io n  of know ledge  of s tu d e n ts '  E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  

p e r m i t  a n  e f f ic ien cy  in  f o r e c a s t in g  d ro p o u t th a t  i s  o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  

th a t  w h ich  is  o b ta in e d  w ith  o th e r  r e le v a n t  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  an d  

s o c io lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s ?

F u l l  M odel:

D ro p o u t  R a te  (Y) = a^u  + (aj) (E d  P la n s )  + (a^) (P P E x )  +

(ag) (Fbp) + (a.j) (SCA) + (a^) (T o t  Ev)

+ (a^) (SES) + (a^) (IQ) + (a.g) (GPA)

= .3 0

R e s t r i c t e d  M odel:

D ro p o u t  R a te  (Y) = agu + (ag) (P P E x )  + (a^) (Pop) +

(a.4 ) (SCA) + (ag) (T o t  Ev) + (a&) (SES)

+ (a^) (IQ) + (ag) (CPA)

2
R = . 2 9

( 1) A n s w e r ,  Q u e s t io n  Six^

1 2 V a lu e s  f o r  R a n d  R a r e  p r e s e n t e d  m o r e  fu lly  in  T a b le  3. 12.
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N o. T h e  a d d i t io n  of know ledge  of s tu d e n ts '  le v e ls  
of E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  does  not p ro v id e  an e ff ic ien cy  
in  f o r e c a s t in g  d ro p o u t  o v e r  an d  above  th a t  o b ta in ed  
w ith  o th e r  r e l e v a n t  s o c ia l -p s y c h o lo g ic a l  and  s o c io ­
lo g ic a l  v a r i a b le s .

(2) I n te r p r e t a t i o n

A lthough  th e  c o n c e p t  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  does 
e n h a n c e  the  p r e d ic t iv e  e f f ic ie n c y  of th e  m o r e  t r a d i ­
t io n a l  v a r i a b l e s  of s o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  i n t e l l i ­
g e n c e  an d  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e s ,  th is  th e o r e t ic a l  
c o n s t r u c t  d o es  no t ad d  to the p r e d ic t iv e  e ff ic ien cy  
of o th e r  th e o r e t ic a l ly  and  e m p i r i c a l ly  r e le v a n t  
s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c o n s t r u c t s .

B a s ic  Q u e s t io n ,  S even

D oes  the  a d d i t io n  of know ledge  of s tu d e n ts '  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a ­

t io n s  p ro v id e  a n  e f f ic ie n c y  in  f o r e c a s t in g  d ro p o u t  o v e r  and  above 

th a t  o b ta in e d  w ith  o th e r  r e l e v a n t  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  an d  s o c io ­

lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s ?

F u l l  M odel:

D ro p o u t R a te  (Y) = a^u  + (a^) (Ed  A sps)  + (a^) (P P E x )  +

(ag) (Pop) + (a^) (SCA) + (a^) (T o t Ev)

+ (a^) (SES) + (a.^) (IQ) + (a^) (GPA)

= .3 0

R e s t r i c t e d  M odel:

D ro p o u t R a te  (Y) = agu  + (ag) (P P E x )  + (a^) (Pop) +
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(a^) (SCA) + (ag) (T o t  Ev) + (a^) (SES) 

+ (a^) (IQ) + (ag) (GPA)

= .2 9

( 1) A n s w e r ,  Q u e s t io n  Seven^

No. T he ad d i t io n  of know ledge  of s tu d e n ts '  l e v e ls  
of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  d o es  no t p ro v id e  an 
a c c u r a c y  of f o r e c a s t in g  d ro p o u t  g r e a t e r  than  th a t  
o b ta in e d  w ith  o th e r  r e le v a n t  s o c ia l  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
and  s o c io lo g ic a l  v a r i a b le s .

(2) I n te r p r e ta t io n

E v e n  though th e  c o n cep t  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  
e n h a n c e s  th e  p r e d ic t iv e  e f f ic ie n c y  of SES, IQ and  
G PA , i t  does  not add  to  the  f o r e c a s t in g  u t i l i ty  of 
o th e r  r e l e v a n t  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  v a r i a b le s .

B a s ic  Q u es t io n ,  E ig h t

D oes the a d d it io n  of k now ledge  a b o u t  th e  a d d i t iv e  o r  the  i n t e r ­

a c t iv e  e f fe c ts  b e tw e e n  le v e ls  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  and  E d u c a ­

t io n a l  P la n s  p ro v id e  an  a c c u r a c y  in  f o r e c a s t in g  d ro p o u t  o v e r  and  

above  th a t  ob ta in ed  w ith  o th e r  r e l e v a n t  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  and  

so c io lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s ?

F u l l  M odel - A d d itiv e  E f fe c ts :

D ro p o u t R a te  (Y) = agU + (a^) (Ed  A sps)  + (ag) (E d  P la n s )

+ (a^) (P P E x )  + (a^) (SCA) + (a^)

1 2V alu es  f o r  R a n d  R a r e  p r e s e n t e d  m o r e  fu l ly  in  T a b le  3. 12.
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(T o t Ev) + (a^) (Pop) + (a?) (SES) +

(ag) (IQ) + (ag) (GPA)

2
R = . 30

F u l l  M odel - I n te r a c t iv e  E ffe c ts :

D ro p o u t R a te  (Y) = agu  + (a^) (Ed  A sps)  + (ag) (E d  P la n s )

+ ( a , )  (P P E x )  + (a^) (SCA) + (ag)

(T o t Ev) + (a&) (Pop) + (a?) (SES) + 

(ag) (IQ) + (ag) (GPA) + (a^g) (E d  A sp s

* E d  P la n s )

2
R = . 31

R e s t r i c t e d  M odel:

D ro p o u t  R a te  (Y) = agu  + (a^) (P P E x )  + (a^) (SCA) + (a^)

(T o t Ev) + (ag) (Pop) + (a^) (SES) +

(ag) (IQ) + (ag) (GPA)

R^ = .2 9

( 1) A n s w e r ,  Q u e s t io n  E ig h t^

No. T h e  ad d i t io n  of know ledge  abou t e i th e r  ad d i t iv e  
o r  i n t e r a c t iv e  e f fe c ts  b e tw e e n  E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  and  
E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  does  no t p ro v id e  an  a c c u r a c y  
in  f o r e c a s t in g  above an d  beyond  th a t  w h ich  m a y  be 
o b ta in e d  w ith  only  the  know ledge  of o th e r  r e l e v a n t  
s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a n d  so c io lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s .

(2) I n te r p r e t a t i o n

^The v a lu e s  f o r  R a n d  R ^ a r e  p r e s e n t e d  m o r e  fu lly  in  T a b le  3.12.
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In f o r e c a s t in g  h igh  schoo l d ro p o u t,  no g r e a t e r  p r e ­
d ic t iv e  e f f ic ie n c y  m a y  be o b ta in e d  by add ing  e i th e r  
the  a d d i t iv e  o r  in t e r a c t iv e  e f fe c ts  of E d u c a t io n a l  
A s p i r a t io n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  th an  th a t  w hich  
i s  o b ta in e d  w ith  m e a s u r e s  of s e l f - c o n c e p ts ,  p o p u ­
l a r i t y ,  p a r e n t a l  e x p e c ta t io n s  and  e v a lu a t io n s ,  so c ia l  
c l a s s ,  in te l l ig e n c e ,  an d  g r a d e s .

S u m m a ry  and  C o n c lu s io n s :  E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s ,  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a ­
t io n s  an d  R e la te d  S o c ia l - P s y c h o lo g ic a l  an d  S o c io lo g ica l  V a r ia b le s  
a s  F o r e c a s t o r s  o f V o lu n ta ry  H igh  School D ropou t B e h a v io r

B a s e d  upon the  r e s u l t s  of a  s e r i e s  of m u l t ip le  l i n e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  

a n a ly s e s ,  th e r e  a r e  now e m p i r i c a l  b a s e s  f o r  th e  c o n c lu s io n  tha t  

so m e  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a n d  so c io lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s  m a y  be f r u i t ­

fu lly  e m p lo y ed  in  f o r e c a s t i n g  h igh  sch o o l d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r .  F o r  

th is  p a r t i c u l a r  m i d - w e s t e r n  p o p u la t io n  of w h ite  m a le  n in th  g r a d e r s ,  

the  v a r i a b le s  of s o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  m e a s u r e d  in te l l ig e n c e  

s c o r e s  and  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  - v a r i a b l e s  w hich  h a v e  b e e n  t r a ­

d i t io n a l ly  e m p h a s iz e d  b y  m o s t  w r i t e r s  a n d  in v e s t ig a to r s  - a c c o u n te d  

fo r  17% of the v a r i a n c e  in  d ro p o u t  r a t e s  w h ich  o c c u r r e d  in  the  ten th , 

e le v e n th  and  tw e lf th  g r a d e s .  W hen th e  m a j o r  t h e o r e t ic a l  c o n s t r u c t s  

of E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  a n d  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  w e r e  in d iv id u a lly  

a d d e d  to th e se  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a r i a b l e s  in  the  f o r e c a s t in g  of d ropou t,  

the  p r e d ic t iv e  e f f ic ie n c y  of e a c h  r e s p e c t iv e  eq u a tio n  w a s  in c r e a s e d  

to 24% a n d  22%. In f u r t h e r  t e s t s  of th e  s a m e  th r e e  b a s ic  v a r i a b le s  

(i. e. , SES, IQ, G PA ), i t  w a s  found  th a t  n e i th e r  th e  a d d it io n  of 

a d d it iv e  n o r  i n t e r a c t iv e  e f fe c ts  b e tw e e n  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  and
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T A B L E  3. 1 - -M o d e ls ,  E - T e s t s ,  R, R  , an d  P  v a lu e s  fo r  th e  f o r e ­
c a s t in g  of h igh  sch o o l d ro p o u t  on the  b a s i s  of e d u c a t io n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  
e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s ,  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  in te l l ig e n c e  a n d  a c a d e m ic

a c h ie v e m e n t

F o r e c a s t e r s M odel R r 2 d / f F P

Sp V a r ia b le s F u l l

R e s t r i c t e d  
(SES, IQ, GPA)

. 53 

.41

. 29 

. 17

4 /3 0 2 15 . 001

E d  P la n s F u l l

R e s t r i c t e d  
(Sp + SES, e tc .  )

. 55 

. 53

. 30 

. 29

1/301 .1 n. s.

E d  A sp s F u l l

R e s t r i c t e d  
(Sp + SES, e tc .  )

. 55 

. 53

. 30 

.2 9

1/301 . 1 n. s.

ADDITIVE E F F E C T S :
E d  A sp s  + E d  P I  F ù ll , . 55 . 30 2 /2 9 9 . 2 n. s.

R e s t r i c t e d . 53 . 29

IN T E R A C T IV E  E F F E C T S :  
E d  A sp s  * E d  P I  F u l l . 56 . 31 3 /2 9 9 . 2 n. s.

R e s t r i c t e d . 53 . 29
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E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  a c c o u n te d  f o r  any  a d d it io n a l  v a r ia t io n  in 

d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r  b eyond  th a t  w h ich  w a s  ex p la in e d  by add ing  the  

s in g le  c o n cep t  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s .

W hen the v a r i a b l e s  of P e r c e i v e d  P a r e n t a l  E x p e c ta t io n s ,  S e lf -  

R a t in g s  of P o p u la r i ty  w ith  Own Sex, T o ta l  P e r c e i v e d  E v a lu a t io n s  

of O th e r s ,  an d  S e lf -C o n c e p t  of A c a d e m ic  A b il i ty  w e r e  a d d e d  to 

th o se  of so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  in te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s  and  a c a d e m ic  

a c h ie v e m e n t ,  29% of the  v a r i a n c e  in  d ro p o u t  r a t e s  w as  a c c o u n te d  

fo r .  On the  o th e r  hand , w hen  s tu d en t  l e v e l s  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  

o r  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  w e r e  in d iv id u a lly  ad d ed  to  the  above 

s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a n d  so c io lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s ,  t h e r e  w as  on ly  an  

in s ig n i f ic a n t  a d d i t io n a l  i n c r e a s e  in  p r e d ic t iv e  e ff ic ien cy ; a t  b e s t ,  

on ly  one p e r c e n t  a d d i t io n a l  v a r i a t io n  in  d ro p o u t  r a t e s  cou ld  b e  f o r e ­

c a s te d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  c a n  be  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  the  t h e o r e t ic a l  c o n ­

c e p ts  of E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s ,  a s  d e m o n ­

s t r a t e d  by a  s e r i e s  of m u l t ip le  l i n e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a ly s e s ,  do 

h av e  an  e m p i r i c a l  u t i l i ty  fo r  the  f o r e c a s t in g  of h igh  schoo l d ro p o u t  

w h ich  is  c o n s id e ra b ly  o v e r  an d  above  th a t  of th o se  v a r i a b l e s  w hich  

h av e  b e e n  m o r e  t r a d i t io n a l ly  em p lo y e d  by b e h a v io ra l  s c ie n t i s t s .

On the  o th e r  hand , th e s e  c o n s t r u c t s  do no t a p p e a r  to c o n tr ib u te  any  

un ique  v a lu e  in  the  f o r e c a s t in g  of th is  k in d  of b e h a v io r  beyond  th a t  

w h ich  is  o b ta in e d  w ith  o th e r  c o n s t r u c t s  d e r iv e d  f ro m  the  s a m e  

" sy m b o l ic  in t e r a c t io n "  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o rk ,  a t  l e a s t  w ith  r e s p e c t
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to f o re c a s t in g  d ro p o u t  in  th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  popu la tion . T h is  is  t r u e  

w h e th e r  the c o n s t r u c t s  a r e  e m p lo y e d  in d iv id u a lly  o r  in  t e r m s  of 

a d d it iv e  o r  in t e r a c t iv e  e f fe c ts .  T h is ,  then , le a d s  to the  d e s e l e c ­

t io n  of th e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  v a r i a b l e s  f r o m  th e  th e o r e t ic a l  m o d e l .  F o r  

th is  p a r t i c u l a r  p o p u la t io n ,  then , th e  f in a l  m o d e l  is :

Y a  = ( P .  S p '

W here:

P  = P e r s o n  V a r i a b l e s

1. A c a d e m ic  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
a. M e a s u r e d  I n te l l ig e n c e  S c o re s  (IQ)
b. A c a d e m ic  A c h ie v e m e n t  (GPA)
c. G e n e r a l  S e l f - C o n c e p t  of A c a d e m ic  A b il i ty  (SCA)

Sp = S o c ia l - P s y c h o lo g ic a l  V a r i a b le s

1. F a m i ly  n o r m s  - P e r c e i v e d  P a r e n t a l  E x p e c ta t io n s
(P P E x )

2. P e e r  N o rm s  - S e l f -R a t in g s  of P o p u la r i ty  w ith  Own
Sex  (Pop)

3. S o c ia l  M il ie u  - T o ta l  p e r c e iv e d  e v a lu a t io n s  of o th e r s
(T o t  Ev)

Sg = S o c ia l  C o n te x t  N o r m s  - S o c io eco n o m ic  S ta tu s  (SES)
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C H A P T E R  IV

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOM M EN D A TIO N S

O b je c t iv e s

T he m a jo r  p u r p o s e  of th is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w a s  th a t  of em plo y in g  

a  m u l t ip le  l in e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  a p p ro a c h  in o r d e r  to e m p i r i c a l ly  

a s c e r t a i n  w h e th e r  the  t h e o r e t ic a l  c o n s t r u c t s  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  

and  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s  a r e  e f f ic ie n t  f o r e c a s t o r s  of high 

sch o o l  d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r .

A re v ie w  of the r e l a t e d  r e s e a r c h  s u g g e s te d  th a t ,  a l th o u g h  o ften  

u s e d  sy n o n y m o u s ly  by m an y  w r i t e r s ,  th e s e  two c o n s t r u c t s  w e re  

b e ing  r e c o n c e p tu a l iz e d  by m o re  r e c e n t  i n v e s t i g a to r s  and, a s  such, 

a p p e a r e d  to h ave  fu n c tio n a lly  d i f f e re n t  r e l a t io n s h ip s  to the  s a m e  

k inds  of b e h av io r .  F r o m  the r e v ie w  of the  l i t e r a t u r e ,  i t  w a s  c o n ­

c lu d ed  th a t  the c o n s t r u c t  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  r e f e r r e d  to 

f a n t a s i e s  and  d e s i r e s  - th i s  k ind  of c o n s t r u c t  w o u ld  b e  u se fu l  in 

m e a s u r in g  the d e g re e  to w hich  a l l  A m e r ic a n s  s u b s c r ib e  to the  

m o r e  u n iv e r s a l ly  h e ld  v a lu e s  of o u r  n a tion . E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s ,  on 

the  o th e r  hand, w a s  s a id  to r e f e r  to  c l a s s - s p e c i f i c  v a lu e s ;  su ch  a  

c o n s t r u c t  w ould  be  a p p r o p r ia t e  fo r  a s s e s s i n g  p e o p le 's  e x p e c ta t io n s  

a s  d ev e lo p ed  in  t e r m s  of p e r c e p t io n s  of s o c ia l  r e a l i t y  and; s o c ia l ly  

p ro v id e d  o p p o r tu n i t ie s .

123
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On the  b a s i s  of su ch  a  d is t in c t io n ,  th e s e  two m a jo r  th e o r e t ic a l  

c o n s t r u c t s  w e re  em p lo y e d  in  fo r e c a s t in g  a  b e h a v io ra l  ev e n t  w hich  

o c c u r s  in  the a c a d e m ic  a r e n a ,  i. e, , the d e c is io n  to v o lu n ta r i ly  

w i th d ra w  f r o m  h igh  schoo l.  T h r e e  m a jo r  o b je c t iv e s  w e re  f o r m u ­

la t e d  in o r d e r  to e m p i r i c a l ly  e s ta b l i s h  the  u t i l i ty  of a s p i r a t i o n s  and  

p la n s  f o r  f o r e c a s t in g  th is  k in d  of d e c is io n -m a k in g  b e h a v io r .  The 

f i r s t  o b jec t iv e  w a s  th a t  of p ro v id in g  a n  e m p i r i c a l  b a s is  fo r  a c c e p t ­

ing o r  r e je c t in g  the  p r o p o s i t io n  th a t  v o lu n ta ry  d e c is io n -m a k in g  b e ­

h a v io r  i s  a  func tion  of p e r c e iv e d  p ro b a b le  o u tc o m e s  of so c ia l  a c ts .

T h e  seco n d  th e o r e t ic a l  o b je c t iv e  w a s  to d e te r m in e  how and to w hat 

ex te n t  th e  co gn it ive  c o m p le t io n  of an  a c t ,  in  in te r a c t io n  w ith  o th e r  

r e l e v a n t  s o c ia l -p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a n d  so c io lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s ,  a f fe c ts  

the  c o m p le t io n  of th a t  ac t .  F in a l ly ,  the  t h i r d  o b je c t iv e  w as  th a t  of 

d e te rm in in g  to w hat ex ten t co g n it iv e  c o m p le t io n s  of a c t s  a r e  m o d i­

f ie d  in  t h e i r  im p a c t  by  s o c io lo g ic a l  an d  s o c ia l -p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c o n ­

te x ts .

P r o c e d u r e s

P o p u la t io n

The b a s ic  p o p u la t io n  s e le c te d  fo r  th is  s tudy  c o n s is te d  of 309 

C a u c a s ia n  m a le s  who h a d  b e e n  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  n in th  g r a d e r s  d u r in g  

th e  1962-1963 a c a d e m ic  sc h o o l  y e a r .  E x c lu d e d  f r o m  the s a m p le  

w e r e  f e m a le s ,  b la c k  m a le s ,  t r a n s f e r  s tu d e n ts  an d  a b s e n te e s  fo r
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w hom  c o m p le te  d a ta  w e r e  n o t a v a i la b le ,  a n d  s tu d e n ts  who p a r t i c i ­

p a te d  in  s p e c ia l  ed u ca t io n  a n d  e x p e r im e n ta l  p r o g r a m s .

T h e re  w as  a  to ta l  of 251 s tu d e n ts  who r e m a in e d  in  sch o o l  f ro m  

the  n in th  g r a d e  th ro u g h  the  tw e lf th ,  A to ta l  of 58 s tu d e n ts  in  the  

schoo l s y s te m  u n d e r  s tu d y  v o lu n ta r i ly  w i th d re w  f r o m  sch o o l du r in g  

the  ten th ,  e leven th ,  o r  tw e lf th  g r a d e s .  A lthough  so m e  of th o se  who 

d ro p p ed  out h a d  t r a n s f e r r e d  in to  th e  sch o o l s y s te m  a t  th e  t im e  th a t  

the  o r ig in a l  lo n g itu d in a l  p r o j e c t s  w e r e  in  p r o g r e s s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  no 

s ig n if ican t  d i f f e r e n c e s  found b e tw e e n  th e s e  s tu d e n ts  and  th e  non­

t r a n s f e r  s tu d e n ts  who d ro p p e d  out.

V a r ia b le s  e x am in ed

The two m a jo r  t h e o r e t i c a l  v a r i a b l e s  e x a m in e d  in  th is  s tudy 

a r e  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s .

In a  q u e s t io n n a i r e  d e s ig n e d  a n d  m a s s - a d m i n i s t e r e d  by B ro o k -  

o v e r  and  a s s o c i a t e s ,  a  s tu d e n t ' s  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  w e r e  a s s e s s e d  

by a sk in g  the q u e s t io n  " S o m e t im e s  w hat we w ould  l ik e  to  do i s n ' t  

the s a m e  a s  w hat w e e x p e c t  to  do. How f a r  in  schoo l do you  e x ­

p e c t  you w il l  r e a l ly  g o ? "  S ev en  r e s p o n s e  c a te g o r ie s  ra n g in g  f r o m  

"Q uit now " to "Co to  g r a d u a te  s c h o o l"  w e r e  p ro v id e d  w ith  the 

a s su m p t io n  th a t  s tu d e n ts  w o u ld  in d ic a te  th e  le v e l  in  the  e d u ca t io n a l  

s y s te m  th a t  they  a c tu a l ly  e x p e c te d  to r e a c h .

E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s ,  w h ic h  in d ic a te  how f a r  in the  schoo l 

s y s te m  a  p e r s o n  w ould  l ik e  to  go - e v e n  though  not a c tu a l ly  a n t ic i -
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p a tin g  doing so  - w e re  m e a s u r e d  by  a sk in g  the  q u e s t io n  "If you 

w e r e  f r e e  to go a s  f a r  a s  you w a n te d  to go in  sch o o l,  how f a r  

w ou ld  you  like  to g o ? "  S tuden t r e s p o n s e s  w e r e  p la c e d  in  s e v e n  

c a te g o r ie s  ra n g in g  f ro m  "Q uit now " to "Go to  g r a d u a te  schoo l.  "

In the  p r e s e n t  s tudy, a  n u m b e r  of o th e r  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  ' 

an d  so c io lo g ic a l  v a r i a b le s  w e re  in c lu d ed  in a  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  

th e o r e t ic a l  m o d e l .  T h e se  v a r i a b le s ,  w hich  h a d  b e e n  s u g g e s te d  by  

th e  r e v ie w  of the  l i t e r a t u r e ,  w e re  then  e x a m in e d  by an  i n t e r c o r r e ­

la t io n  a n a ly s is  to d e te r m in e  th e i r  r e le v a n c y  o r  r e d u n d a n c y  a s  

r e l a t e d  to p la n s ,  a s p i r a t io n s  and  d ro p o u t.  F r o m  the in i t ia l  c o m ­

p r e h e n s iv e  th e o r e t ic a l  m o d e l ,  the  fo llow ing v a r i a b l e s  w e r e  s e le c te d  

f o r  in c lu s io n  in  the  m u l t ip le  r e g r e s s i o n  p r e d i c t iv e  e q u a tio n s :

1. P e r c e i v e d  P a r e n t a l  E x p e c ta t io n s  (P P E x )

S tuden t r e s p o n s e s  to the q u e s t io n  "How f a r  do you 

th ink  y o u r  P a r e n t s  ex p ec t  you to  g o ? "  w e r e  p la c e d  in  

s e v e n  c a te g o r ie s  ran g in g  f r o m  "Q uit now " to  "Do g r a d u ­

a te  w o rk  beyond  co lleg e .  "

2. S e lf -R a tin g  of P o p u la r i ty  w ith  own sex  (Pop)

R e s p o n s e s  to  the  q u e s t io n  "How do you  r a t e  y o u r  

p o p u la r i ty  w ith  th o se  of y o u r  s e x ?  " w e r e  p la c e d  in  f ive  

c a te g o r ie s  ra n g in g  f ro m  "M uch  above  a v e r a g e "  to  "M uch  

below  a v e r a g e .  "
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3. G e n e r a l  S e l f -C o n c e p t  of A c a d e m ic  A b ili ty  (SCA)

T h is  v a r i a b le  i s  m e a s u r e d  by su m m in g  a  s u b je c t ' s  

r e s p o n s e s  to q u e s t io n s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  M ic h ig a n  S ta te  

G e n e r a l  S e l f -C o n c e p t  of A b il i ty  S c a le . H ig h e r  s c o r e s  

f r o m  the  e ig h t  m u l t ip le  c h o ice  i t e m s ,  w hich  r e q u e s t  ea c h  

pup il  to c o m p a r e  h im s e l f  w ith  o th e r  p u p i ls ,  a r e  in d ic a t iv e  

of h ig h e r  s e l f - c o n c e p ts .

4. T o ta l  P e r c e i v e d  E v a lu a t io n s  of O th e r s  (T o t Ev)

T h is  v a r i a b l e  i s  the  m e a n  v a lu e  of t h r e e  o th e r  q u e s ­

t io n n a i r e  i te m s :  (A) the  s tu d e n t 's  p e r c e p t io n s  of how h is  

p a r e n t s  e v a lu a te  h is  a c a d e m ic  a b i l i ty ,  (B) p e r c e p t io n s  of 

e v a lu a t io n s  by h is  f a v o r i t e  t e a c h e r ,  a n d  (C) p e r c e iv e d  

e v a lu a t io n s  by h is  b e s t  f r ie n d .

5. S o c io e c o n o m ic  S ta tu s  (SES)

S tuden t r e p o r t s  on the  o c c u p a t io n s  of t h e i r  f a th e r s  

w e r e  c a te g o r iz e d  on the  D uncan  S ca le .

6 . M e a s u r e d  In te l l ig e n c e  S c o r e s  (IQ)

D a ta  on IQ w e r e  a c q u i r e d  by u s in g  th e  s tu d e n ts '  s c o r e s  

on the  C a l i fo rn ia  T e s t  of M e n ta l  M a tu r i ty .

7. A c a d e m ic  A c h ie v e m e n t  (CPA)

T h is  v a r i a b le  w as  a s s e s s e d  by g a th e r in g  in fo rm a t io n  

on s tu d e n t  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e s .

A n u m b e r  of v a r i a b l e s  in i t i a l ly  in c lu d e d  in  th e  c o m p re h e n s iv e
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m o d e l  - b a s e d  upon the  im p o r ta n c e  a t t r i b u t e d  to  th e s e  f a c t o r s  in  

th e  r e v ie w  of r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  - w e r e  d e s e l e c t e d  f r o m  the  m u l t ip le  

l i n e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  eq u a tio n s  f in a l ly  u s e d  f o r  f o r e c a s t in g  d ropou t.

T h is  w as  done on the  b a s i s  of i n t e r  c o r  r e l a t io n a l  a n a ly s i s  r e s u l t s  

w h ich  le d  to th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  th e s e  f a c t o r s  w o u ld  h av e  dubious  

p r e d ic t iv e  va lue  fo r  th is  p a r t i c u l a r  p o p u la t io n .  S o m e  of th e s e  

i t e m s ,  a s  is  in d ic a te d  in  the  In te r  c o r  r e l a t io n  M a tr ix  in A ppendix  B, 

a p p e a r e d  to  m e a s u r e  c o m m o n  f a c to r s  an d  w ould, t h e r e f o r e ,  be 

r e d u n d a n t .  T he a n a ly s is  of o th e r  i t e m s  y ie ld e d  such  low c o r r e l a ­

t io n  v a lu e s  tha t  i t  w as  co n c lu d ed  th a t  th e  e f f ic ie n c y  of f o r e c a s t in g  

w ould  only be im p a i r e d  w ith  the  u s e  of su ch  v a r i a b l e s .  T he  v a r i ­

a b le s  w hich  w e re  f in a l ly  d e s e l e c t e d  f r o m  th e  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  m o d e ls  

w e re :  (1) O ccu p a tio n a l  P la n s ,  (2) O c c u p a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s ,  (3) 

P e r c e i v e d  P a r e n ta l  E v a lu a t io n s ,  (4) P a r e n t a l  R e a c t io n s  to  Good 

R e p o r t  C a rd s ,  (5) P a r e n t a l  R e a c t io n s  to  P o o r  R e p o r t  C a r d s ,  (6) 

P e r c e i v e d  T e a c h e r  E v a lu a t io n s ,  (7) P e r c e i v e d  T e a c h e r  E x p e c ta ­

t io n s ,  (8) P e r c e iv e d  F r i e n d ' s  E x p e c ta t io n s ,  (9) P e r c e i v e d  F r i e n d ' s  

E v a lu a t io n s ,  (10) P o p u la r i ty  w ith  o p p o s i te  sex ,  (11) A du lts  the  

s tu d en t  l iv e d  w ith , (12) N u m b e r  of s ib l in g s  in  the h o m e , (13)

Schoo l s o c ia l  c l im a te ,  (14) Schoo l a c a d e m ic  c l im a te ,  an d  (15)

M o d e l f o r  Self.

O th e r  in v e s t ig a to r s  have  d e m o n s t r a t e d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  of m an y  

of th e se  d e s e le c te d  v a r i a b l e s  f o r  o th e r  p o p u la t io n s .  T h is  m a y  be
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one of th e  g r e a t e r  l im i ta t io n s  of th is  study; p e r h a p s  the  r e a s o n  

th a t  m a n y  of th e s e  v a r i a b l e s  (e. g. , s o c ia l  c l im a te  of th e  school)  

d id  no t a p p e a r  to p o s s e s s  any  s ig n if ic a n t  e m p i r i c a l  u t i l i t y  m a y  be  

a t t r i b u t e d  to the id io s y n c r a t ic  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the  c o m m u n i ty  

an d  of th e  schoo l p o p u la t io n  s e le c te d  fo r  th is  s tudy. T h e  o b s e r v a ­

t io n  h a s  b een  m a d e  th a t ,  in  th is  p a r t i c u l a r  s e tt in g ,  e a c h  sc h o o l  i s  

an  a p p ro x im a te  m ic r o c o s m ic  r e f le c t io n  of the  o u te r  c o m m u n ity ,

i. e. , no s in g le  schoo l i s  p re d o m in a n t ly  p o p u la te d  by s tu d e n ts  of 

any  s in g le  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  r a c i a l  id e n t i f ic a t io n ,  e tc .   ̂ T h is ,  

then , m a y  a c c o u n t  f o r  the f a c t  th a t  none of th o se  v a r i a b l e s  w h ich  

a r e  o f te n  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  d i f f e re n t  sch o o ls ,  i. e. , s o c ia l  o r  a c a ­

d e m ic  c l im a te ,  s e e m e d  to h av e  any  un ique v a lu e  fo r  th is  p o p u la t io n .

D a ta  a n a ly s is  p r o c e d u r e s

The f i r s t  s te p  in  a n a ly t ic  p r o c e d u r e s  th a t  w as  u n d e r ta k e n  w a s  

an  a t t e m p t  to d e te r m in e  w h ich  v a r i a b le s ,  i. e. , th o se  e n u m e r a t e d  

in  the  in i t ia l  c o m p re h e n s iv e  th e o r e t ic a l  m o d e l ,  a p p e a r e d  to  b e  of 

the  g r e a t e s t  r e le v a n c y  fo r  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s ,  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a ­

t io n s ,  o r  h igh schoo l d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r .  To a c c o m p l i s h  th is ,  an  

in t e r  c o r  r e la t io n  a n a ly s is  w as  conducted . T he  r e s u l t s  o f th i s  a n a ly ­

s i s  p e r m i t t e d  d e c is io n s  to be m a d e  a s  to w hich  k in d s  of v a r i a b l e s  

a p p a r e n t ly  a s s e s s e d  co m m o n  f a c to r s  - an d  w e r e  t h e r e f o r e  r e d u n -

^ C o n v e rsa t io n  w ith  D r.  E d s e l  L. E r ic k s o n .
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d an t - a n d  w hich  k in d s  of v a r i a b le s  h a d  su ch  low a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  

the  two m a j o r  t h e o r e t ic a l  c o n s t r u c t s  th a t  t h e i r  u t i l i ty  fo r  f o r e c a s t ­

ing w ould  be  q u e s t io n a b le .  Such  v a r i a b l e s ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  be ing  

e i th e r  re d u n d a n t  o r  of dubious  f o r e c a s t in g  v a lu e ,  w e r e  d e s e le c te d  

f r o m  the f o r e c a s t i n g  eq u a tio n s .  F o r  e a c h  c a s e ,  ta b le s  w e r e  p r e ­

s e n te d  to  ju s t i f y  th o se  v a r i a b le s  th a t  w e re  s e le c te d  in to  the  f in a l  

m e th o d o lo g ic a l  m o d e l .

In the  r e l a t e d  r e s e a r c h ,  m an y  a u th o r s  devo ted  a c o n s id e ra b le  

a m o u n t  of a t te n t io n  to  the th r e e  v a r i a b l e s  of so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  

in te l l ig e n c e  an d  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  a s  th e s e  f a c to r s  m ig h t  be 

r e l a t e d  to  p la n s ,  a s p i r a t i o n s  o r  d ropou t. F o r  the  b a s ic  r e s e a r c h  

q u e s t io n s ,  then, i t  w as  a s k e d ,  in  e a c h  c a s e ,  w h e th e r  the  a d d i t io n a l  

know ledge  of (1) le v e ls  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s ,  (2) le v e ls  of 

E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s ,  an d  (3) the  in t e r a c t iv e  e f fe c ts  of th e se  two co n ­

c e p ts  r e s u l t s  in  f o r e c a s t in g  a c c u r a c y  o v e r  and  above th a t  w hich  

w ould  be  o b ta in e d  w ith  only  the  know ledge  of SES, IQ, an d  G PA .

In o r d e r  to t e s t  t h e s e  q u e s t io n s ,  a  r e s t r i c t e d  m o d e l  w hich  c o n ta in e d  

only  the  in fo rm a t io n  on s o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  in te l l ig e n c e  an d  

g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r a g e s  w a s  c o n s t r u c te d  in  the fo llow ing m a n n e r :

D ro p o u t  R a te  (Y) = a ^ u  + a 2 (SES) + a 2 (IQ) + (GPA)

F o r  e a c h  b a s ic  q u e s t io n ,  th is  r e s t r i c t e d  m o d e l  w as  c o m p a r e d  

a g a in s t  the  m u l t ip le  c o r r e l a t i o n  r e s u l t s  b a s e d  on a  fu ll  m o d e l .  F o r
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e x a m p le ,  the q u e s t io n  c o n c e rn in g  w h e th e r  a d d i t io n a l  in fo rm a t io n  

on le v e l s  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  r e s u l t e d  in  a  g r e a t e r  s u c c e s s  in 

p r e d ic t io n  w as  b a s e d  on th e  fo llow ing equation :

D ropou t R a te  (Y) = a ^ u  + a^ (E d  PI) + a 2 (SES) + ag(IQ)

+ a^(G PA )

T h is  s a m e  p r o c e d u r e  w as  e m p lo y e d  to  a s s e s s  th e  a d d i t io n a l  

s u c c e s s  in  f o r e c a s t in g  d ro p o u t  th a t  m ig h t  b e  o b ta in e d  w ith  E d u c a ­

t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  an d  w ith  the  in t e r a c t iv e  e f fe c ts  of (1) h igh  a s p i r a ­

t io n s  and  low p la n s ,  (2) h igh  p la n s  a n d  low  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  (3) h igh  

l e v e l s  of both  p la n s  an d  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  an d  (4) low  le v e l s  of a s p i r a t i o n s  

an d  p la n s .

A n o th e r  r e s t r i c t e d  m o d e l  w as  th e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  w hich  in c lu d ed  

o th e r  v a r i a b le s  w hich , on the  b a s i s  of i n t e r  c o r  r e l a t io n a l  a n a ly s i s  

r e s u l t s ,  h a d  b e e n  s e le c te d  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r e c a s t o r s .  T h e s e  w e r e  

P a r e n t a l  E x p e c ta t io n s ,  S e l f -R a t in g s  of P o p u la r i ty  w ith  Own Sex,

T o ta l  E v a lu a t io n s ,  S e l f -C o n c e p t  of A b ili ty ,  S o c io e c o n o m ic  S ta tu s ,  

In te l l ig e n c e ,  and  A c a d e m ic  A c h ie v e m e n t .  T he  r e g r e s s i o n  equa tion  

f o r  th is  r e s t r i c t e d  m o d e l  w as:

D ropou t R ate  (Y) = agU + a 2 (P P E x )  + ag (P op) + a^

(T o t Ev) + ag(SES) + a^(IQ) + 

a^COPA)
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A gain, the  fu ll  m o d e ls  u se d  f o r  c o m p a r i s o n  w e r e  s i m i l a r  w ith  

th e  ex c e p tio n  th a t  the  i n t e r a c t iv e  c o m b in a t io n s  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ­

r a t io n s  and  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  w e re  inc lu d ed . F o r  e a c h  b a s ic  

r e s e a r c h  q u e s t io n ,  the m u lt ip le  c o r r e l a t i o n  r e s u l t s  of th e  fu ll  

m o d e l  w e r e  c o m p a r e d  with th e  r e s u l t s  of the  r e s t r i c t e d  m o d e l  to 

t e s t  the  d e g re e  of s u c c e s s  in  fo re c a s t in g  h igh  sch o o l d ro p o u t  b e h a v ­

i o r  w ith  a d d i t io n a l  in fo rm a t io n  abou t s tu d en t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .

S u m m a ry  of S ig n if ican t F in d in g s

T he f ind ings  of th is  s tudy  a r e  l i s t e d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  r e s u l t s  

w h ich  w e r e  o b ta in ed  by u t i l iz in g  a  m u l t ip le  l i n e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  

a p p ro a c h  fo r  e a c h  of the b a s ic  r e s e a r c h  q u e s t io n s  found  in  C h a p te r

m.

E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  a s  F o r e c a s t o r s  of D ro p o u t

F o r  the  r e s t r i c t e d  r e g r e s s i o n  m o d e l  - w h ich  in c lu d e d  s o c io -

2
e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  in te l l ig e n c e ,  and  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  - an  R

of . 17 w as  found in  the fo re c a s t in g  of h igh  sch o o l  d ro p o u t .  W hen

the  c o n c e p t  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s  w as  a d d ed  to th i s  eq u a tio n ,

2
i. e. , the  fu ll  m o d e l ,  a n  R of . 22 w as  o b ta in ed . T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  

w a s  te n ta t iv e ly  con c lu d ed  th a t  in fo rm a t io n  c o n c e rn in g  w h e th e r  s tu ­

d e n ts  ho ld  h igh  o r  low le v e ls  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  d o es  

r e s u l t  in  a n  a c c u r a c y  of f o r e c a s t in g  w h ich  i s  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  o v e r  and  

a b o v e  th a t  w hich  can  be o b ta in ed  w ith  only the  k n o w led g e  o f s o c io -
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e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  m e a s u r e d  In te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s  a n d  a c a d e m ic  

a c h ie v e m e n t .

E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  a s  F o r e c a s t o r s  of D ro p o u t

T he  m u l t ip le  c o r r e l a t i o n s  fo r  the fu ll  m o d e l  (Ed  P I ,  SES, IQ, 

GPA) a n d  f o r  the  r e s t r i c t e d  m o d e l  (SES, IQ, GPA) w ith  the  d e p e n d ­

en t v a r i a b l e  of d ro p o u t  w e re  . 24 a n d  . 17 r e s p e c t iv e ly .  C o n s e ­

q u en tly ,  i t  w as  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  the  a d d it io n  of know ledge  abou t the  

l e v e l s  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  h e ld  by s tu d e n ts  does  c o n tr ib u te  to 

g r e a t e r  s u c c e s s  in  f o r e c a s t in g  d ro p o u t  th an  th a t  w h ich  is  o b ta in e d  

by  u s in g  only  the  v a r i a b l e s  of so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  in te l l ig e n c e  

s c o r e s ,  an d  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  a p p e a r s  a s

if  the  c o n c e p t  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  is  a  s l ig h t ly  m o r e  e f f ic ie n t

2 2f o r e c a s t o r  of d ro p o u t  th an  i s  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  (R = . 24 vx. R 

= . 22 ).

A d d it iv e  E f fe c ts :  A s p i r a t io n s  an d  P la n s  a s  F o r e c a s t o r s

In a n  a t t e m p t  to  d e te r m in e  w h e th e r  t h e r e  m ig h t  be a d d i t iv e  

e f fe c t iv e s  b e tw e e n  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i ra t io n s  and  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  

th a t  m ig h t  p ro v id e  ev en  g r e a t e r  a c c u r a c y  in  f o r e c a s t in g  th a n  th a t  

w h ich  w a s  o b ta in e d  w ith  the  u s e  of the s in g le  c o n cep t  of E d u c a t io n a l  

P l a n s ,  th e  r e s u l t s  fo r  e a c h  e q u a tio n  w e r e  R^ = . 25 an d  R^ = . 24. 

T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  w a s  co n c lu d ed  th a t  the  a d d i t io n a l  v a r ia t io n  in  d ro p o u t  

r a t e s  th a t  m ig h t  be ex p la in e d  by ad d i t iv e  e f fe c ts  b e tw e e n  th e  two 

m a j o r  c o n c e p ts  i s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  in s ig n if ic a n t .
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I n te r a c t iv e  E ffec ts :  A s p i r a t io n s  a n d  P la n s  a s  F o r e c a s t o r s  

2
An R of . 25 w a s  found w hen  the  i n t e r a c t iv e  e f fe c ts  of E d u c a ­

t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  w e r e  e x a m in e d  a s  f o r e -  

c a s t o r s  of h igh  sch o o l d ropou t.  S ince  an  R of . 24 w a s  o b ta in ed  

w ith  the u se  of the s in g le  c o n c e p t  of E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s ,  i t  w as  co n ­

c lu d ed  th a t  any a d d i t io n a l  v a r i a t io n  in  d ro p o u t  r a t e s  th a t  m ig h t  be 

e x p la in e d  by  in te r a c t iv e  e f fe c ts  i s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  in s ig n if ic a n t .

S o c ia l -P s y c h o lo g ic a l  F a c t o r s  a s  F o r e c a s t o r s  of D ro p o u t

With the  a id  of an  i n t e r c o r r e l a t i o n  a n a ly s i s ,  the v a r i a b l e s  of 

P e r c e i v e d  P a r e n t a l  E x p e c ta t io n s  (P P E x ) ,  P o p u la r i ty  w ith  Own Sex 

(P op),  S e lf -C o n c e p t  of A b il i ty  (SCA), a n d  T o ta l  P e r c e i v e d  E v a lu a ­

t io n s  of O th e r s  (T o t Ev) w e r e  s e le c te d  a s  v a r i a b l e s  th a t  a p p e a r e d  

to  be  r e le v a n t  to a s p i r a t i o n s ,  p la n s  a n d  d ro p o u t.  T h e s e  w e r e  put 

to g e th e r  in  the f o r m  of a  fu ll  m o d e l  ( P P E x ,  P op , SCA, T o t  E v , 

SES, IQ, GPA) to b e  t e s t e d  a g a in s t  a  r e s t r i c t e d  m o d e l  (SES, IQ, 

G PA ). T he r e s u l t s  of the m u l t ip le  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w ith  d ro p o u t  w e r e  

. 29 an d  . 17 r e s p e c t iv e ly .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  w a s  co n c lu d e d  th a t  k n o w l­

edge  of o th e r  r e le v a n t  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s  d o es  p ro d u c e  

g r e a t e r  e f f ic ie n c y  in  f o r e c a s t in g  d ro p o u t  th a n  th a t  o b ta in e d  by 

u s in g  only  so c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  in te l l ig e n c e ,  an d  a c a d e m ic  

a c h ie v e m e n t .
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E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  an d  F a c t o r s  a s  F o r e c a s t o r s  of D ro p o u t

W hen the v a r ia b le  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  w a s  a d d e d  to  the  above

m e n t io n e d  s o c ia l -p s y c h o lo g ic a l  f a c to r s  in  f o r e c a s t i n g  d ro p o u t,  an

2 2 
R of . 30 w as  ob ta ined . S ince  a n  R of . 29 w a s  fo u n d  w ith o u t  the

u s e  of th is  v a r ia b le ,  i t  is  con c lu d ed  th a t  the t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t  

of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  h a s  l i t t l e  un ique va lue  to  c o n t r ib u te  to  the  

f o r e c a s t in g  of d ro p o u t b e h a v io r  beyond  th a t  w h ich  is  a c c o u n te d  f o r  

by o th e r  r e l e v a n t  v a r i a b le s  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  s a m e  " s y m b o l ic  i n ­

t e r a c t i o n "  th e o r e t ic a l  p e r s p e c t iv e .

E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  and  8^ F a c t o r s  a s  F o r e c a s t o r s  of D ro p o u t

W hen the v a r ia b le  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  w a s  a d d e d  to

2o th e r  s o c ia l -p s y c h o lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s  s e le c te d  f o r  a n a ly s i s ,  a n  R

2
of . 30 w a s  found. S ince  an  R of . 29 w a s  o b ta in e d  w ith o u t the  i n ­

c lu s io n  of th is  v a r ia b le ,  i t  is  co n c lu d ed  th a t  th e  c o n c e p t  of E d u c a ­

t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  c o n t r ib u te s  l i t t l e  to the  f o r e c a s t i n g  of d ro p o u t  

b e h a v io r  beyond  th a t  w hich  i s  a c c o u n te d  fo r  by o th e r  r e le v a n t  

s o c ia l -p s y c h o lo g ic a l  v a r i a b le s .

A dd itive  and  I n te r a c t iv e  E f fe c ts  - A s p i r a t io n s  a n d  P l a n s

In a  f in a l  t e s t  to  d e te r m in e  w h e th e r  t h e r e  m ig h t  be  a d d i t iv e  

o r  in t e r a c t iv e  e f fe c ts  b e tw een  the  c o n c e p ts  of E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a ­

t io n s  an d  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  th a t  m ig h t  p ro v id e  a n  e f f ic ie n c y  of
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f o r e c a s t i n g  above  an d  beyond  th a t  of o th e r  r e l e v a n t  s o c ia l - p s y c h o ­

lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s ,  the  follow ing r e s u l t s  w e r e  ob ta ined : (1) fo r

2 2 a d d i t iv e  e f fe c ts ,  R = . 30; (2) fo r  in t e r a c t iv e  e f fe c ts ,  R = .3 1 ;

an d  (3) f o r  the  r e s t r i c t e d  m o d e l  w h ich  d id  not in c lu d e  any  in fo r m a -

2
t io n  on  p la n s  o r  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  R = . 29. T h e se  d i f f e re n c e s  w e r e  

no t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n if ic a n t .  T h e re f o re ,  it w as  co n c lu d ed  th a t  

n e i t h e r  a d d i t iv e  n o r  in t e r a c t iv e  e f fe c ts  en h an ce  the  f o r e c a s t in g  of 

o th e r  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s  d e r iv e d  f r o m  the  s a m e  th e o ­

r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t iv e .

T h u s ,  i t  m a y  b e  co n c lu d ed  th a t ,  on the  b a s i s  of a  n u m b e r  of 

m u l t ip le  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a ly s e s  th a t  bo th  m a jo r  t h e o r e t ic a l  c o n s t r u c t s ,

i. e. , E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  and  E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s ,  do add  c o n ­

s id e r a b ly  to  th e  s u c c e s s  of f o r e c a s t in g  h igh  schoo l d ro p o u t  th a t  

m ig h t  b e  o b ta in e d  w ith  the  u s e  of the  m o r e  t r a d i t io n a l  v a r i a b l e s  of 

s o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  m e a s u r e d  in te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s ,  and  a c a d e m ic  

a c h ie v e m e n t .  F u r t h e r ,  i t  a p p e a r s  th a t  the  c o n cep t  of E d u c a t io n a l  

P l a n s  i s  a  m o r e  e f f ic ie n t  f o r e c a s t o r  than  is  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s .  

W hen u s e d  w ith  t h e s e  t h r e e  b a s ic  v a r i a b l e s ,  the  s in g le  c o n c e p t  of 

E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  h a s  a p p ro x im a te ly  the s a m e  p r e d ic t iv e  e f f ic ie n c y  

a s  do th e  a d d i t iv e  a n d  in t e r a c t iv e  co m b in a t io n s  of p la n s  and  a s p i r a ­

t io n s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  in  f o r e c a s t in g  v o lu n ta ry  h igh  sch o o l d ro p o u t  on 

th e  b a s i s  of s o c ia l  c l a s s ,  g r a d e s ,  and  in te l l ig e n c e ,  i t  m a y  be s a id  

th a t  th e  a d d i t io n  of know ledge  of the  s in g le  v a r i a b le  of E d u c a t io n a l
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P la n s  w il l  c o n s id e ra b ly  en h an ce  the  c h a n c e s  of s u c c e s s f u l  p r e d i c ­

tion.

T h e r e  a r e  o th e r  v a r i a b l e s  d e r iv e d  f r o m  the  s a m e  t h e o r e t i c a l  

f r a m e w o r k  of sy m b o lic  in t e r a c t io n i s m  w h ich  a p p e a r  to h av e  c o n s i ­

d e r a b le  e m p i r i c a l  u t i l i ty  in  f o r e c a s t in g  d ro p o u t.  A s h a s  b e e n  d e m ­

o n s t r a te d ,  th e se  s o c ia l -p s y c h o lo g ic a l  f a c to r s ,  w hen  a d d ed  to the 

m o re  t ra d i t io n a l ly  e m p lo y ed  m e a s u r e s  of s o c ia l  c l a s s ,  sch o o l 

a c h ie v e m e n t  a n d  in te l l ig e n c e  i n c r e a s e  th e  s u c c e s s fu l  r a t e s  of p r e ­

d ic t io n  f r o m  17% to 29%. On th e  o th e r  hand , the  f o r e c a s t in g  e f f i ­

c ie n c y  of th e s e  o th e r  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c o n s t r u c t s  is- not e n ­

h a n c e d  by the a d d it io n  of know ledge  ab o u t s tu d e n t  le v e ls  of E d u c a ­

t io n a l  P la n s ,  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s ,  o r  th e  ad d i t iv e  o r  i n t e r ­

a c t iv e  e f fe c ts  b e tw e e n  th e s e  two v a r i a b le s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  th is  

p a r t i c u l a r  p opu la tion , the  in c lu s io n  of th e s e  two t h e o r e t i c a l  co n ­

s t r u c t s  in  a  f in a l  c o m p re h e n s iv e  t h e o r e t i c a l  m o d e l  w ou ld  b e  r e d u n ­

dant.

R e c o m m e n d a t io n s  

B a s e d  on the  f in d in g s  of th is  s tudy  an d  the in fo rm a t io n  a c q u i r e d  

f r o m  re v ie w in g  the  l i t e r a t u r e ,  the  fo llow ing  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  fo r  

f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  a r e  m ad e :

1. R e p l ic a t iv e  s tu d ie s  u s in g  o th e r  p o p u la t io n s  of s tu d e n ts  

sh o u ld  b e  m a d e .  T h is  p r o j e c t  i s  l im i te d  by  the  f a c t  th a t  i t  ex c lu d ed
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f e m a le s ,  b la c k  m a le s ,  s p e c ia l  ed u c a tio n  s tu d e n ts  a n d  s tu d e n ts  e n ­

r o l l e d  in  e x p e r im e n ta l  p r o g r a m s .  A n o th e r  l im i ta t io n  c o n c e r n s  the 

s e t t in g  in  w h ich  i t  w a s  conducted ; p e r h a p s  th e  i d i o s y n c r a s i e s  of 

th is  s m a l l  m id w e s te r n  c i ty  m a y  have  e n s u r e d  a g a in s t  th e  d e v e lo p ­

m e n t  of v a r io u s  k in d s  of schoo l c l im a te s  th a t  h a v e  b e e n  d e s c r ib e d  

by  o th e r  in v e s t ig a to r s .  C e r ta in ly ,  the  r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  w ould  

le a d  one to  ex p ec t  th a t  w h e re  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  of s ch o o l  

s o c ia l  c l im a te s ,  t h e r e  w ould  be d i f f e r e n c e s  in d ro p o u t  r a t e s ,  le v e ls  

of p la n s  and  a s p i r a t i o n s  and , p e r h a p s ,  the  fu n c t io n a l  r e l a t io n s h ip s  

b e tw e e n  th e se  v a r i a b le s .

2. M any p re v io u s  s tu d ie s  on h igh  sch o o l  d ro p o u t  b e h a v io r  

h av e  found s ig n if ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  d r o p o u ts  an d  n o n - d ro p -  

o u ts  on the  b a s e s  of v a r i a b le s  o th e r  than  th o se  e x a m in e d  in  the  

p r e s e n t  s tudy. V e ry  few of th e s e  s tu d ie s ,  h o w e v e r ,  h av e  p la c e d  

th e s e  v a r i a b l e s  in  a  m u l t ip le  l i n e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  e q u a t io n  in  o r d e r  to 

a s s e s s  th e i r  im p a c t  on o r  m o d if ic a t io n s  by o th e r  v a r i a b l e s  in  f o r e ­

c a s t in g  d ropou t.  It i s  r e c o m m e n d e d  th a t  r e p l i c a t iv e  s tu d ie s  be 

m a d e  of th e se  p re v io u s  s tu d ie s  in  o r d e r  to a s s e s s  th e  f o r e c a s t in g  

e f f ic ie n c y  of th e s e  v a r io u s  k in d s  of f a c to r s .

3. S im i la r  lo n g itu d in a l  s tu d ie s  sho u ld  be  m a d e  u s in g  c o n c e p ­

tu a l  c l a r i f i c a t io n s  and  r ig id  s p e c i f ic a t io n s  of o th e r  ty p e s  of a s p i r a ­

t io n s  an d  p la n s ,  e. g. , O c cu p a tio n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  a n d  O c c u p a t io n a l  

P l a n s .  T h is  w ould  f u r th e r  t e s t  the f o r e c a s t in g  u t i l i t y  o f  t h e s e  k in d s
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of c o n s t r u c t s  an d  w ou ld  e s ta b l i s h  th e  u s e fu ln e s s  of su ch  c o n c e p ts  

w ith in  th e  th e o r e t ic a l  f r a m e w o r k s  f r o m  w hich  they  w e r e  d e r iv e d .

4. M o s t  im p o r ta n t ly ,  i t  is  r e c o m m e n d e d  th a t  f u r th e r  w o rk  be 

c o n d u c te d  in  the  c o n s t ru c t io n  of th e o r e t ic a l  an d  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  

m o d e l s  f o r  f o r e c a s t in g  h igh  schoo l d ro p o u t b e h a v io r .  On the b a s i s  

of th e  f in d in g s  in  th is  s tudy, i t  is  r e c o m m e n d e d  th a t  the p r o p o s e d  

m o d e l  in  F i g u r e  4. 1 m ig h t  be f ru i t f u l ly  e m p lo y ed  an d  sh o u ld  b e  s u b ­

j e c t e d  to  f u r t h e r  in v e s t ig a t io n .

The e la b o ra t io n  of such  a  p r e d ic t iv e  m o d e l  m a y  d e m o n s t r a t e  

th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  v a lu e s  of v a r io u s  th e o r e t ic a l  co n c e p ts  f o r  f o r e c a s t ­

ing v o lu n ta ry  h igh  sch o o l  d ro p o u t  in  v a r io u s  k inds  of p o p u la t io n s ;  

th e  r e l a t i v e  s t r e n g th s  and  w e a k n e s s e s  of each  concep t; an d  m o r e  

im p o r ta n t ly ,  l e a d  to the  th e o r e t ic a l  fo rm u la t io n  an d  c o n c e p tu a l  d e ­

l in e a t io n  of m o r e  p o w e r fu l  f o r e c a s t o r s .

Im p l ic a t io n s  fo r  E d u c a t io n a l  P r a c t i c e

B a s e d  upon  the  d a ta  an d  a n a ly t ic a l  te c h n iq u e s  of th is  s tudy , 

a n d  b a s e d  upon th e  in fo rm a t io n  a c q u i r e d  f r o m  rev iew in g  the  l i t e r a ­

tu r e ,  th e  fo llow ing  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  a r e  m a d e  fo r  e d u c a t io n a l  p r a c ­

t i c e .

1. M any  s u g g e s t io n s  an d  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  h av e  b e e n  m a d e  in  

o r d e r  to  e n c o u ra g e  e v e ry  p o s s ib le  e f fo r t  to id en tify  a s  e a r l y  a s  p o s ­

s ib le  th o se  in d iv id u a ls  who a r e  l ik e ly  to d ro p  out of sch o o l.  T he
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F IG U R E  4. 1 - - R e c o m m e n d e d  m ode l:  v a r i a b le s  r e c o m m e n d e d  a s  
r e l e v a n t  to  fo r e c a s t in g  h ig h  schoo l d ro p o u t  w ith  a  m u l t ip le  l i n e a r

r e g r e s s i o n  a p p ro a c h

= (P . Sp' Sc)

W here:

P  = P e r s o n  V a r ia b le s

1. A c a d e m ic  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
a .  M e a s u r e d  In te l l ig e n c e  S c o r e s  (IQ)
b. A c a d e m ic  A c h ie v e m e n t  (GPA)
c. G e n e r a l  S e l f -C o n c e p t  of A c a d e m ic  A b il i ty  (SCA)

Sp = S o c ia l -P s y c h o lo g ic a l  V a r ia b le s

1. F a m i ly  N o rm s
a. P e r c e i v e d  P a r e n t a l  E x p e c ta t io n s  (P P E x )

2. P e e r  N o rm s
a. P o p u la r i ty  w ith  own sex  (Pop)

3. S o c ia l  M il ie u  N o r m s
a . T o ta l  P e r c e i v e d  E v a lu a t io n s  of o th e r s  (T o t  Ev)

S^ = S o c ia l  C o n tex t  N o r m s

1. S o c io e c o n o m ic  S ta tu s  (SES)

= P r e d i c t e d  b e h a v io r  of h igh  sch o o l  d ro p o u t
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r e s u l t s  of the p r e s e n t  s tudy  s e e m s  to in d ic a te  th a t  t h e r e  i s ,  a t  

p r e s e n t ,  no s in g le  un ique f a c to r  of o v e r - r i d i n g  s a l ie n c y  in the  f o r e ­

c a s t in g  of d ro p o u ts .  T h is  i s  t r u e  in  s p i te  of th e  g r e a t  d e a l  of 

a t te n t io n  th a t  h a s  b e e n  g iv en  to s tu d e n t  a s p i r a t i o n s  an d  p la n s  in  

both  s c ie n t i f ic  and  p o p u la r  l i t e r a t u r e .  H o w e v e r ,  w h ile  th e s e  c o n ­

s t r u c t s  do not a p p e a r  to  c o n t r ib u te  m u c h  to th e  f o r e c a s t in g  a c c u ­

r a c y  and  e f f ic ien cy  of o th e r  m o r e  t r a d i t io n a l ly  e m p lo y e d  v a r i a b le s ,  

i t  r e m a in s  an  open  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  the  c o n c e p ts  of a s p i r a t i o n s  

an d  p la n s  m a y  be u se fu l  f o r  d ia g n o s t ic  p u r p o s e s .

2. S ince  the r e le v a n c e  of the  c o n s t r u c t s  of E d u c a t io n a l  P l a n s  

an d  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  to  v o lu n ta ry  h ig h  sch o o l  d ro p o u t  b e h a v ­

io r  i s  l im i te d ,  c o n c e rn  sh o u ld  be  d i r e c t e d  to  th e  im p o r ta n c e  of 

o th e r  f a c to r s  c o n n e c te d  w ith  s tu d e n t  l e a r n in g  a n d  m o tiv a t io n .  It 

w ou ld  a p p e a r  th a t  the  s a m e  t h e o r e t i c a l  o r i e n ta t i o n  w h ich  g u id ed  th is  

s tudy  w ould  p ro v id e  g u id e l in e s  f o r  e d u c a to r s  in  th is  a r e a ,  i. e. , 

M e a d ia n  s o c ia l-p sy c h o lo g y ,  s in c e  it  h a s  b e e n  found  th a t  c e r t a in  

o th e r  c o n s t r u c t s  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  do h av e  s o m e  u t i l i ty  

in  fo re c a s t in g  d ropout.

C lo s in g  S ta te m e n t

In an y  m a jo r  p r o je c t ,  t h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  of l im i ta t io n s  th a t  

sh o u ld  be  acknow ledged . W ith r e g a r d  to the  p r e s e n t  s tudy , th e  

fo llow ing  c o n s id e ra t io n s  sh o u ld  be  ta k e n  in to  a c c o u n t .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



142

F i r s t ,  th is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  should  be  c o n s id e r e d  a s  be ing  only  a  

f i r s t  s ta g e  in  the  c o n s tru c t io n  of th e o r y  th a t  m a y  be  u s e fu l  fo r  

o th e r  s tu d ie s  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  f o re c a s t in g  v o lu n ta ry  h ig h  sch o o l  d r o p ­

out. In such  a n  en d e a v o r ,  one g e n e ra l ly  r e c o g n iz e d  m a j o r  p r in c ip le  

i s  th a t  of the  law  of p a r s im o n y :  the  i s s u e s  to  be  c o n te n d e d  w ith  c o n ­

c e r n  w h e th e r  th o se  v a r i a b le s  in c lu d ed  in  the c o n s t r u c t io n  of th e o ry  

a r e  a c tu a l ly  n e e d e d  to f o r e c a s t  an even t and  if th e  c o n s e q u e n t  r e ­

s u l ts  do ad d  to  c u r r e n t  know ledge. E v e r y  a t t e m p t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  

to  a c c o u n t  fo r  th e s e  i s s u e s  fo r  th is  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e ,  i. e. , f o r e c a s t ­

ing th e  even t of d ro p o u t  a s  i t  o c c u r s  w ith in  a  p o p u la t io n  of m id -  

w e s t e r n  w hite  m a le  n in th - g r a d e r  s. It is  to be  e x p e c te d ,  h o w e v e r ,  

th a t  the u t i l i ty  of th o se  v a r i a b le s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  f in a l  p r o p o s e d  

th e o r e t ic a l  m o d e l  w il l  v a ry  fo r  o th e r  p o p u la t io n s  an d  f o r  f o r e c a s t ­

ing o th e r  k in d s  of b e h a v io ra l  ev en ts .  It i s  q u i te  p o s s ib l e  th a t ,  f o r  

e x a m p le ,  a l th o u g h  n in th  g r a d e  a s p i r a t i o n s  an d  p la n s  a d d e d  l i t t le  

to w a rd s  the p r e d ic t io n  of fu tu re  d ropou t,  te n th  g r a d e  a n d  e le v e n th  

g r a d e  a s p i r a t i o n s  an d  p la n s  m ay  h av e  a  c o n s id e ra b ly  g r e a t e r  i m ­

p a c t ,  even  fo r  the  s a m e  popu la tion .

Second, th is  s tudy h a s  no t b een  in te n d e d  to  b e  one  of c a u s a l i ty .

I t  h a s  no t b e e n  th e  p u rp o s e  of th is  p r o je c t  to s u g g e s t  th a t  an y  of 

the  a n te c e d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  su g g e s te d  in  any  of th e  p r o p o s e d  th e o r e t ic a l  

m o d e ls  have  b e e n  d e m o n s t r a te d  to h av e  a  c a u s a l  e f fe c t  on d ro p o u t.  

B e f o r e  c a u s a l i ty  can  be  a p p r o p r ia t e ly  i n f e r r e d  o th e r  f o r m s  of d a ta
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c o l le c t io n  and  a n a ly s is  shou ld  b e  em ployed . P e r h a p s  a n a ly s i s  of 

th e  p o te n t ia l  l in k a g e s  b e tw e e n  th e  in d ep en d en t v a r i a b l e s  an d  d r o p ­

o u t b e h a v io r  w o u ld  b e  u se fu l .  S ince  the  d e s ig n  f o r  th is  s tudy  h a s  

b e e n  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  p re d ic t io n ,  su ch  an  u n d e r ta k in g  is  b eyond  the  

. s c o p e  of th e  p r e s e n t  p ro je c t .

A n o th e r  l im i ta t io n  is  th a t  a l l  of the  in te r a c t io n  t e r m s  in  the  

a n a ly t ic a l  m o d e l  h av e  no t b e e n  e x h au s ted .  It i s  r e a d i ly  a p p a r e n t  

th a t  m a n y  o th e r  c o m b in a t io n s  m a y  be qu ite  u s e fu l ly  em p lo y ed ,  e . g . ,  

low  s o c io e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s ,  low s e lf - c o n c e p t ,  low  g r a d e  p o in t  a v e r ­

a g e ,  e tc .  T h e re  a r e  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  th a t  th e s e  n e a r ly  e n d le s s  

c o m b in a t io n s  w e r e  no t f u r t h e r  p u rsu e d :  (1) th e r e  shou ld  be a t  l e a s t  

t e n  s u b je c ts  f o r  ea c h  a d d ed  v a r ia b le ;  a  m u c h  l a r g e r  s a m p le  w ould  

h a v e  b e e n  need ed ; (2) only  two m a jo r  th e o r e t ic a l  c o n s t r u c t s  w e r e  

s e le c t e d  a s  the  c e n t r a l  f o r e c a s t in g  v a r ia b le s ;  th e s e  w e r e  ju s t i f i e d  

by  th e  r e v ie w  of r e l a t e d  t h e o r e t ic a l  an d  r e s e a r c h  l i t e r a t u r e ;  and  

(3) th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  p ro p o s i t io n s  and  r e s e a r c h  h y p o th e se s  d e a l t  

m a in ly  w ith  p la n s  an d  a s p i r a t io n s .  It is  su g g e s te d ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  

f u r t h e r  in v e s t ig a t io n  of th e s e  in te r a c t iv e  e f fe c ts  b e  conduc ted .

A s h a s  b een  d e s c r ib e d ,  th e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  o f in h e r e n t  p r o b ­

l e m s  inv o lv ed  in  a t te m p t in g  to f o r e c a s t  w h ich  s tu d e n ts  m a y  v o lu n ­

t a r i l y  w ith d ra w  f r o m  schoo l.  C e r ta in ly ,  one of th e  f i r s t  s te p s  i s  

th a t  of defin ing  th e  p r o b le m  and  i ts  c a u s e s .  It is  b e l ie v e d  th a t  the  

p r e s e n t  s tudy  m a y  h av e  m a d e  a  c o n tr ib u t io n  in  th is  a r e a .  In l ig h t
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of the  g r e a t  a m o u n t  of e m p h a s is  th a t  h a s  b e e n  p la c e d  on the  co n ­

c e p ts  of a s p i r a t io n s  and  p la n s  by  e d u c a to r s ,  p s y c h o lo g is ts  and  

s o c io lo g is ts ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  in  th is  p r o je c t  - w ith  one 

p a r t i c u l a r  s a m p le  - th a t  the  a p p l ic a t io n  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  and  

E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a t io n s  in  ad d i t io n  to o th e r  r e le v a n t  v a r i a b le s  

d oes  not s ig n if ic a n t ly  i n c r e a s e  o n e 's  p o w e r s  of p r e d ic t io n .  K now l­

edge of s tu d en t l e v e l s  of E d u c a t io n a l  P la n s  o r  E d u c a t io n a l  A s p i r a ­

t io n s ,  o r  even  know ledge  of the  i n t e r a c t iv e  e f fe c ts  w hen the  two 

c o n c e p ts  a r e  u s e d  s im u l ta n e o u s ly ,  does  not enh an ce  the d e g re e  of 

s u c c e s s fu l  p r e d ic t io n  of d ro p o u t  o v e r  a n d  above  th a t  w hich  can  be 

o b ta in ed  w ith  o th e r  so c io lo g ic a l  an d  s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  v a r i a b le s  

found to be r e le v a n t  in o th e r  s tu d ie s .

P e r h a p s  of g r e a t e s t  im p o r ta n c e  i s  the  fa c t  th a t  n e a r ly  a l l  of 

the  s o c ia l -p s y c h o lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s  found  to  be u se fu l  in  fo re c a s t in g  

in th is  s tudy  w e r e  th o se  w h ich  in d ic a te  th e  im p o r ta n c e  of th e  in ­

f lu e n ce  of o th e r s ,  i. e. , the  p r e d o m in a n c e  of s o c ia l -p s y c h o lo g ic a l  

v a r i a b l e s  (S^) o v e r  p e r s o n  v a r i a b l e s  (P ).  In  o th e r  w o rd s ,  such  

f a c to r s  a s  p e r c e p t io n s  of e x p e c ta t io n s  of p a r e n t s  fo r  a c a d e m ic  

a t ta in m e n t ,  f e e l in g s  of p o p u la r i ty  w ith  o th e r  s tu d e n ts ,  the s tu d e n t 's  

p e r c e p t io n s  of how o th e r s  e v a lu a te  h is  a c a d e m ic  ab i l i ty ,  th e  s tu ­

d e n t 's  s e l f - c o n c e p t  of a c a d e m ic  a b i l i ty  a s  c o m p a r e d  to o th e r  s tu r  

d en ts  in  h is  s o c ia l  m i l ie u ,  e tc .  , a l l  a p p e a r  to be s ig n if ic a n t ly  r e ­

l a te d  to w h e th e r  he  c h o o s e s  to s ta y  in  sch o o l o r  not. F u r t h e r ,  i t
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m a y  be s a id  th a t  the  s c o r e s  th a t  a  s tu d e n t  m a y  r e c e iv e  on an  e x a m ­

in a t io n  w hich  p u r p o r te d ly  a s s e s s  h i s  l e v e l  o f  in te l l ig e n c e  m a y  a lso  

in f lu en c e  r e a c t io n s  to w a rd  h im  by o th e r s .  A gain , a c a d e m ic  a b i l i ty  

i s  a l s o  a s s e s s e d  by in f lu e n t ia l  o t h e r s  (i. e, , t e a c h e r s )  and  is  a s ­

s ig n ed  to s tu d e n ts  in  t e r m s  of g r a d e s .  F in a l ly ,  t h e r e  i s  a  sp a te  of 

l i t e r a t u r e  w hich  d e s c r i b e s  d i f f e r e n t i a l  r e a c t io n s ,  inv id ious  d i s t i n c ­

t io n s ,  an d  o th e r  p a t t e r n s  of i n t e r a c t io n s  b a s e d  on the  p r e m i s e s  of 

s o c ia l  c l a s s  d i f f e r e n c e s .  A ll  of th e s e  th in g s ,  then, in d ic a te  the 

im p o r ta n c e  of s o c ia l - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  f a c t o r s  in  d e te rm in in g  w h e th e r  

a  s tu d en t  m ay  d e c id e  to s ta y  in  o r  d ro p  ou t of schoo l.
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ED U CA TIO N A L ASPIRATIONS 
(Ed  A sp s)

C i r c l e  the  l e t t e r  in  f ro n t  of the  s ta t e m e n t  w h ich  b e s t  a n s w e r s  the  
q u es tio n .

If you  w e r e  f r e e  to go a s  f a r  a s  you w a n te d  to go in  schoo l, 
how f a r  w ou ld  you  l ik e  to  go ?

a. I th ink  I w ou ld  qu it  sch o o l a s  soon a s  I can .
b. I th ink  I w ou ld  co n tin u e  in  h igh  sch o o l f o r  a  w h ile .
c. I  th ink  I w ou ld  g r a d u a te  f ro m  h igh  school.
d. I th ink  I w ould  go to  s e c r e t a r i a l  o r  t r a d e  schoo l.
e. I th ink  I w ould  go to c o l le g e  fo r  a  w hile .
f. I  th ink  I w ou ld  g r a d u a te  f r o m  co lleg e .
g. I th ink  I w ou ld  do g ra d u a te  w o rk  beyond  co lleg e .

ED U CA TIO N A L PLA N S 
(E d  PI)

C i r c l e  the  l e t t e r  in  f ro n t  of the  s ta te m e n t  w h ich  b e s t  a n s w e r s  the 
q u e s tio n .

S o m e t im e s  w h a t  w e w ould  l ik e  to do i s n ' t  the  s a m e  a s  w h a t we 
e x p e c t  to do. How f a r  in  sch o o l do you ex p ec t  you w il l  r e a l l y  g o ?

a. I th ink  I r e a l l y  w il l  q u it  sch o o l a s  soon  a s  I can.
b. I th ink  I r e a l l y  w il l  con tinue  in  h igh  sch o o l fo r  a  w hile .
c. I  th ink  I r e a l ly  w il l  g r a d u a te  f r o m  high school.
d. I th ink  I r e a l l y  w il l  go to s e c r e t a r i a l  o r  t r a d e  sch o o l.
e. I  th ink  I r e a l l y  w il l  go to c o l leg e  f o r  a  w h ile .
f. I  th ink  I r e a l l y  w il l  g ra d u a te  f r o m  co llege .
g. I  th ink  I r e a l l y  w il l  do g r a d u a te  w o rk  beyond  c o l le g e .
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G E N E R A L  S E L F -C O N C E P T  O F  ACADEMIC ABILITY
(SCA)

C i r c l e  th e  l e t t e r  in  f ro n t  of th e  s ta te m e n t  w h ich  b e s t  a n s w e r s  each  
q u e s tio n .

1. How do you  r a t e  y o u r s e l f  in  schoo l ab i l i ty  c o m p a re d  w ith  
y o u r  c lo s e  f r i e n d s ?

a. I a m  th e  b e s t .
b. I a m  a b o v e  a v e r a g e .
c. I a m  a v e r a g e .
d. I a m  b e lo w  a v e r a g e .
e. I a m  th e  p o o r e s t .

2. How do you r a t e  y o u r s e l f  in  schoo l a b i l i ty  c o m p a re d  w ith  
th o se  in  y o u r  c l a s s  a t  s c h o o l?

a. I a m  am o n g  th e  b e s t .
b. I a m  a b o v e  a v e r a g e .
c. I a m  a v e r a g e .
d. I a m  b e lo w  a v e r a g e .
e. I a m  a m o n g  th e  p o o r e s t .

3. W h e re  do you  th in k  you w ou ld  r a n k  in  y o u r  c l a s s  in  h igh  
s c h o o l?

a . a m o n g  th e  b e s t .
b. a b o v e  a v e r a g e
c. a v e r a g e
d. b e lo w  a v e r a g e  

a m o n g  th e  p o o r e s t

4. Do you  th in k  you  h a v e  the  a b i l i ty  to c o m p le te  c o l le g e ?

a. Y e s ,  d e f in i te ly
b. Y e s ,  p ro b a b ly
c. N o t s u r e  e i t h e r  w ay
d. P r o b a b ly  no t
e. No
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5. W here  do you  th ink  you  w o u ld  r a n k  in  y o u r  c l a s s  in  c o l le g e ?

a. am ong  the  b e s t
b. above a v e r a g e
c. a v e ra g e
d. be low  a v e r a g e
e. am ong  the p o o r e s t

6 . In o r d e r  to  b e c o m e  a  d o c to r ,  l a w y e r ,  o r  u n iv e r s i ty  p r o f e s ­
s o r ,  w o rk  beyond  fo u r  y e a r s  of c o l le g e  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  How 
l ik e ly  do you  th ink  i t  i s  th a t  you cou ld  c o m p le te  such  
a d v a n c e d  w o rk ?

a. v e r y  l ik e ly
b. so m ew h a t l ik e ly
c. no t s u r e  e i t h e r  w ay
d. u n lik e ly
e. m o s t  u n lik e ly

7. F o r g e t  fo r  a  m o m e n t  how o t h e r s  g r a d e  y o u r  w o rk .  In y o u r  
own op in ion  how good  do you  th ink  y o u r  own w o rk  i s ?

a. m y  w o rk  i s  e x c e l le n t
b. m y  w o rk  i s  good
c. mV work i s  averac. m y  w o rk
d. m y  w o rk
e.

is  a v e r a g e  
m y  w o rk  i s  be low  a v e r a g e  
m y  w o rk  i s  m u c h  b e lo w  a v e r a g e

8 . What k ind  of g r a d e s  do you th in k  you  a r e  c a p a b le  of g e t t in g  ?

a. m o s t ly  A 's
b. m o s t ly  B 's
c. m o s t ly  C 's
d. m o s t ly  D 's
e. m o s t ly  E 's
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P E R C E IV E D  P A R E N T A L  ED U CA TIO N A L E X P E C T A T IO N S
(P P E x )

How f a r  do you th ink  y o u r  P A R E N T S  e x p e c t  you to go in s c h o o l?

1. T h ey  e x p e c t  m e  to  qu it  sch o o l a s  soon  a s  I can ,
2. T hey  ex p ec t  m e  to co n tin u e  in  h igh  sch o o l f o r  a  w h ile .
3. T hey  e x p e c t  m e  to g r a d u a te  f r o m  h igh  schoo l.
4. T hey  e x p ec t  m e  to go to  s e c r e t a r i a l  o r  t r a d e  schoo l.
5. T hey  ex p ec t  m e  to go to  c o lleg e  fo r  aw h ile .
6. T h ey  e x p e c t  m e  to g r a d u a te  f r o m  c o lle g e .
7. T hey  e x p e c t  m e  to do g r a d u a te  w o rk  b eyond  co lleg e .

P E R C E IV E D  F R IE N D 'S  ED U CA TIO N A L E X P E C T A T IO N S
(P F E x )

T h in k  abou t y o u r  c lo s e s t  f r i e n d  a t  schoo l. Now a n s w e r  th e  fo llow ing  
q u e s t io n s  a s  you  th ink  th is  F R IE N D  w ould  a n s w e r  th em .

How f a r  do you th ink  th is  F R IE N D  e x p e c ts  you to  go in s c h o o l?

1. My f r i e n d  e x p e c ts  m e  to qu it  sch o o l a s  soon a s  I can .
2. M y f r i e n d  e x p e c ts  m e  to con tinue  in  h igh  schoo l f o r  a

w hile .
3. My f r i e n d  e x p e c ts  m e  to g r a d u a te  f r o m  h igh  schoo l.
4. My f r i e n d  e x p e c ts  m e  to go to s e c r e t a r i a l  o r  t r a d e  schoo l.
5. My f r i e n d  e x p e c ts  m e  to go to  c o lleg e  f o r  a  w hile .
6. M y f r i e n d  e x p e c ts  m e  to g r a d u a te  f r o m  c o lleg e .
7. M y f r i e n d  e x p e c ts  m e  to do g r a d u a te  w o rk  b eyond  co lleg e .
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P E R C E IV E D  T E A C H E R 'S  ED U CA TIO N A L E X P E C T A T IO N S
(P T E x)

Who is  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  T E A C H E R ?

How f a r  do you  th ink  th is  T E A C H E R  e x p e c ts  you to  go in  s c h o o l?

1. M y t e a c h e r  e x p e c ts  m e  to qu it  schoo l a s  soon  a s  I can .
2. M y t e a c h e r  e x p e c ts  m e  to continue in  h igh  sch o o l  f o r  a  

w hile .
3. My t e a c h e r  e x p e c ts  m e  to g ra d u a te  f r o m  h ig h  sch o o l.
4. M y t e a c h e r  e x p e c ts  m e  to go to s e c r e t a r i a l  o r  t r a d e  schoo l.
5. M y t e a c h e r  e x p e c ts  m e  to go to c o lleg e  f o r  a  w h ile .
6 . M y t e a c h e r  e x p e c ts  m e  to g ra d u a te  f r o m  co lleg e .
7. M y t e a c h e r  e x p e c ts  m e  to do g ra d u a te  w o rk  b ey o n d  c o l le g e .

P A R E N T A L  R E IN F O R C E M E N T  NORMS

If y o u  c a m e  h o m e  w ith  a  good r e p o r t  c a rd ,  w hat w ou ld  y o u r  p a r e n t s  
m o s t  l ik e ly  do?

1. N othing  in  p a r t i c u l a r
2. P r a i s e  m e
3. G ive m e  s p e c ia l  p r iv i l e g e s
4. G ive m e  m o n ey  o r  so m e  o th e r  r e w a r d
5. N o n c la s  s if ia b le

If you  c a m e  h o m e  w ith  a  p o o r  r e p o r t  c a rd ,  w hat w ou ld  y o u r  p a r e n t s  
m o s t  l ik e ly  do?

1. N othing  in  p a r t i c u l a r
2. S co ld  m e
3. T a k e  aw ay  p r iv i l e g e s
4. P u n is h  m e  s e v e re ly  in  so m e  w ay
5. N o n c la s  s if ia b le
6. P o s i t iv e  (help  m e)
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P R IO R IT Y  O F  STU D EN T IN T E R E ST S  AND RATINGS

1. W ould you r a t h e r  b e  a  good s tu d e n t  o r  good in  s p o r t s ?
1. G ood s tu d e n t
2. G ood  in  s p o r t s
3. C a n ' t  d e c id e

2. W ould you r a t h e r  b e  a  good s tu d e n t  o r  w e l l - l ik e d  by o th e r s  of 
y o u r  se x ?

1.. G ood s tu d e n t
2. W e l l - l ik e d  by  o th e r s  of m y  sex
3. C a n ' t  d e c id e

3. W ould you r a t h e r  b e  a  good s tu d e n t  o r  p o p u la r  w ith  th o se  of the 
o p p o s i te  s e x ?

1. G ood  s tu d e n t
2. P o p u l a r  w ith  th o se  of the o p p o s ite  sex
3. C a n ' t  d e c id e

4. W ould you r a t h e r  b e  a  good s tu d e n t  o r  a  l e a d e r  in  schoo l a c t i v i t i e s ?
1. G ood  s tu d e n t
2. L e a d e r  in  sch o o l  a c t iv i t i e s
3. C a n ' t  d e c id e

5. How do you r a t e  y o u r  p o p u la r i ty  w ith  th o se  of y o u r  s e x ?
5. M u ch  a b o v e  a v e r a g e
4. S o m e w h a t  above  a v e ra g e
3. A v e ra g e
2. S o m e w h a t  be low  a v e r a g e
1. M u ch  b e lo w  a v e r a g e

6. How w ould y o u  r a t e  y o u r  p o p u la r i ty  w ith  th o se  of the o p p o s ite  s e x ?
5. M uch  a b o v e  a v e r a g e
4. S o m e w h a t  ab ove  a v e r a g e
3. A v e ra g e
2. S o m e w h a t  be low  a v e ra g e
1. M u ch  b e lo w  a v e r a g e

7. How w ould  you  r a t e  y o u r  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  sch o o l a c t iv i t i e s  (o th e r  
th a n  s p o r t s )  ?

5. M u ch  a b o v e  a v e r a g e
4. S o m e w h a t  ab o v e  a v e ra g e
3. A v e r a g e
2. S o m e w h a t  be low  a v e r a g e
1. M u ch  b e lo w  a v e r a g e
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8. How w ould  you r a t e  y o u r  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  s p o r t s  ?
5. M uch  above  a v e r a g e
4. S om ew hat above  a v e ra g e
3. A v e ra g e
2. S om ew hat be low  a v e ra g e  
1. M uch  be low  a v e r a g e
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PER C EPTIO N S O F PA REN TA L EVALUATIONS
(PPE v)

P l e a s e  a n s w e r  th e  fo llow ing  q u e s t io n s  a s  you th ink  y o u r  P A R E N T S  
w ou ld  a n s w e r  th e m . If you  a r e  no t l iv ing  w ith  y o u r  p a r e n t s  th e n  a s k  
th e  f a m ily  w ith  w hom  you a r e  liv ing .

C i r c l e  th e  l e t t e r  in  f ro n t  of th e  s ta te m e n t  th a t  b e s t  a n s w e r s  e a c h  
q u e s t io n .

1. How do you th in k  y o u r  PA R E N T S w ould  r a t e  y o u r  s ch o o l  a b i l i ty  
w ith  o th e r  s tu d e n ts  y o u r  age ?

a. A m ong the  b e s t
b. A bove a v e r a g e
c. A v e ra g e
d. B e low  a v e r a g e
e. A m ong the p o o r e s t

2. W h ere  do you th in k  y o u r  PA R E N T S w ould  say  you w ou ld  r a n k  in  
y o u r  h igh  sch o o l  g ra d u a t in g  c l a s s ?

a. A m ong the  b e s t
b. A bove  a v e r a g e
c. A v e ra g e
d. B e lo w  a v e r a g e
e. A m ong the  p o o r e s t

3. Do you  th ink  th a t  y o u r  PA R E N T S w ould  say  you h a v e  the  a b i l i ty  
to  c o m p le te  c o l le g e ?

a. Y e s ,  d e f in i te ly
b. Y e s ,  p ro b a b ly
c. N o t s u r e  e i th e r  w ay
d. P r o b a b ly  not
e. D e f in i te ly  n o t

4. In  o r d e r  to  b e c o m e  a  d o c to r ,  la w y e r ,  o r  u n iv e r s i ty  p r o f e s s o r ,  
w o rk  b eyond  fo u r  y e a r s  o f  c o l leg e  is  n e c e s s a r y .  How l ik e ly  do 
you th in k  y o u r  P A R E N T S  w ould say  i t  i s  th a t  you co u ld  c o m p le te  
su c h  a d v a n c e d  w o r k ?

a. V e r y  l ik e ly
b. S o m ew h a t  l ik e ly
c. N ot s u r e  e i th e r  way
d. S o m ew h a t  u n lik e ly
e. V e ry  u n l ik e ly
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W hat k in d  of g r a d e s  do you  th ink  y o u r  PA R E N T S w ould sa y  you 
a r e  c a p a b le  o f  g e t t in g  in  g e n e r a l ?

a. M o s t ly  A 's
b. M o s t ly  B ' s
c. M o s t ly  C 's
d. M o s t ly  D 's
e. M o s t ly  E ' s
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PERCEPTIO N S O F FR IE N D 'S  EVALUATIONS
(P F E v)

T hink  abou t y o u r  c lo s e s t  f r i e n d  a t  schoo l.  Now a n s w e r  th e  fo llow ing 
q u e s t io n s  a s  you  th ink  th is  F R IE N D  w ou ld  a n s w e r  th em .

C i r c l e  the  l e t t e r  in f ro n t  of the  s ta t e m e n t  th a t  b e s t  a n s w e r s  e ach  
q u es tio n .

1. How do you th in k  th is  F R IE N D  w ould  r a t e  y o u r  sch o o l ab i l i ty  
c o m p a re d  w ith  o th e r  s tu d e n ts  y o u r  a g e ?

a. Am ong the b e s t
b. A bove a v e r a g e
c. A v e ra g e
d. B elow  a v e r a g e
e. Am ong the p o o r e s t

2. W h ere  do you th ink  th is  F R IE N D  w ould  say  you  w ould  r a n k  in 
y o u r  h igh sch o o l g ra d u a t in g  c l a s s  ?

a. Am ong the b e s t
b. A bove a v e r a g e
c. A v e ra g e
d. B elow  a v e r a g e
e. Am ong the  p o o r e s t

3. Do you th ink  th a t  th is  F R IE N D  w ould  s a y  you  h av e  th e  a b i l i ty  
to c o m p le te  c o l le g e ?

a. Y es ,  d e f in i te ly
b. Y es , p ro b a b ly
c. Not s u r e  e i t h e r  w ay
d. P ro b a b ly  n o t
e. D efin i te ly  no t

4. In  o r d e r  to b e c o m e  a  d o c to r ,  la w y e r ,  o r  u n iv e r s i ty  p r o f e s s o r ,  
w o rk  beyond  fo u r  y e a r s  o f  c o l le g e  is  n e c e s s a r y .  How l ik e ly
do you th ink  th is  F R IE N D  w ou ld  s a y  i t  i s  th a t  you cou ld  c o m p le te  
su ch  a d v a n c e d  w o r k ?

a. V e ry  l ik e ly
b. S om ew hat l ik e ly
c. Not s u r e  e i th e r  w ay
d. S om ew hat u n l ik e ly
e. V e ry  u n lik e ly
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5. W hat k in d  of g r a d e s  do you th ink  th is  F R IE N D  w ould  s a y  you  
a r e  c a p a b le  of g e t t in g  in  g e n e r a l ?

a. M o s t ly  A 's
b. M o s t ly  B 's
c. M o s t ly  C 's
d. M o s t ly  D 's
e. M o s t ly  E ' s
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PE R C E PT IO N S O F TEA CH ER'S EVALUATIONS
(PTEv)

T h in k  a b o u t  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  t e a c h e r - - t h e  one you l ik e  b e s t ,  the  t e a c h e r  
who is  m o s t  c o n c e r n e d  abou t y o u r  s ch o o l  w o rk .  Now a n s w e r  the  f o l ­
low ing q u e s t io n s  a s  you  th ink  th is  T E A C H E R  w ould  a n s w e r  th e m .

C i r c l e  the  l e t t e r  in  f ro n t  of the  s ta te m e n t  w h ich  b e s t  a n s w e rs  e ach  
q u es tio n .

1. How do you  th in k  th is  T E A C H E R  w ou ld  r a t e  y o u r  schoo l a b i l i ty  
c o m p a re d  w ith  o th e r  s tu d e n ts  y o u r  a g e ?

a. A m ong the  b e s t
b. A bove a v e r a g e
c. A v e ra g e
d. B e lo w  a v e r a g e
e. A m ong the  p o o r e s t

2. W h ere  do you  th in k  th is  T E A C H E R  w ould  sa y  you w ould  r a n k  in  
th e  h igh  sc h o o l  g ra d u a t in g  c l a s s ?

a. A m ong the b e s t
b. A bove  a v e r a g e
c. A v e ra g e
d. B e lo w  a v e r a g e
e. A m ong  the  p o o r e s t

3. Do you  th in k  th a t  th is  T E A C H E R  w ou ld  say  you  have  the  a b i l i ty  
to  c o m p le te  c o l le g e ?

a. Y es ,  d e f in i te ly
b. Y e s ,  p ro b a b ly
c. N ot s u r e  e i t h e r  w ay
d. P r o b a b ly  not
e. D e f in i te ly  no t

4. In o r d e r  to  b e c o m e  a  d o c to r ,  la w y e r ,  o r  u n iv e r s i ty  p r o f e s s o r ,  
w o rk  b ey o n d  fo u r  y e a r s  of c o l le g e  is  n e c e s s a r y .  How l ik e ly  do 
you  th in k  th is  T E A C H E R  w ould  say  i t  i s  th a t  you  could  c o m p le te  
su ch  a d v a n c e d  w o r k ?

a. V e r y  l ik e ly
b. S o m e w h a t  l ik e ly
c. N o t s u r e  e i t h e r  way
d. S o m e w h a t  u n lik e ly
e. V e r y  u n l ik e ly
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5. W hat k ind  of g r a d e s  do y o u  th in k  th is  T E A C H E R  w ould  s a y  you 
a r e  c a p ab le  o f g e t t in g  in  g e n e r a l ?

a. M o s t ly  A 's
b. M o s t ly  B 's
c. M o s tly  C 's
d. M o s t ly  D 's
e. M o s t ly  E ' s
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C o r r e l a t e s  w ith: 1 2 3 4 5 6

1. School 1. 00 . 03 . 05 . 06 . 12 . 10
2. M odel f o r  S e lf . 03 1. 00 . 06 . 06 . 06 . 07
3. O cc. A sp s . 05 . 12 1. 00 . 43 . 28 . 32
4. O cc. P la n s . 06 . 06 . 43 1. 00 . 31 . 41
5. E d  A sp s . 12 . 06 . 27 . 31 I. 00 . 75
6. E d  P la n s . 10 . 07 . 32 . 41 . 75 1. 00
7. P P E x . 14 . 02 . 29 . 34 . 74 . 83
8. P F E x . 11 . 04 . 27 . 33 . 60 . 73
9. P T E x . 05 . 01 . 27 . 32 . 53 . 65

10. Young B r o t h e r - .  11 - .  001 . 03 -. 01 - .  06 -. 12
11. O ld e r  B r o t h e r - .  05 . 02 - .  06 -. 08 - .  13 -.  08
12. Young S i s t e r -. 08 - .  11 - .  03 -. 11 - .  09 -. 18
13. O ld e r  S i s t e r -. 05 - .  07 - .  04 . 12 - .  14 - .  17
14. Fam ily- -. 06 . 07 . 10 . 13 . 11 . 08
15. G ood R e p o r t - .  007 - .  11 . 09 . 08 . 15 . 16
16. P o o r  R e p o r t . 06 - .  03 . 13 -. 01 . 22 . 27
17. S tu d e n t -S p o r t s . 14 - .  02 - .  02 -. 03 - .  06 . 01
18. S tu d e n t-  L ik e d . 05 . 02 . 01 . 004 - .  01 . 09
19. Stud. - P o p  /w ith  

O th e r  Sex . 07 . 06 . 03 . 04 . 03 . 14
20. S tu d en t-  L e a d e r . 14 . 03 . 07 . 18 . 06 . 07
21. P o p /w i th  Own Sex . 09 - .  01 . 11 . 16 . 30 . 37
22. P o p /w i th  O th e r  S ex . 04 - .  10 . 07 . 22 . 19 . 26
23. P a r t ,  in  Schoo l 

A c t iv i t ie s . 10 - .  05 . 15 . 11 . 27 . 32
24. P a r t ,  in  S p o r ts . 13 - .  06 . 10 . 11 . 25 . 29
25. E x t.  C lu b s . 04 - .  04 . 05 . 20 . 31 . 34
26. O u ts id e  C lub . 05 . 01 . 06 . 37 . 23 . 24
27. SCA . 07 . 06 . 25 . 35 . 68 . 74
28. P P E v . 14 . 02 . 22 . 34 . 58 . 67
29. P F E v . 09 . 06 . 19 . 31 . 50 . 60
30. P T E v . 04 . 02 . 27 . 31 .4 9 . 56
31. T o ta l  E v . . 10 . 04 . 26 . 36 . 59 .. 68
32. SES . 13 - .  01 . 09 . 18 . 27 . 31
33. IQ . 06 . 01 . 12 . 18 . 40 . 50
34. Rdg. S c o r e s . 23 . 07 . 004 -. 02 - .  02 . 05
35. G PA . 17 . 03 . 16 . 29 . 51 . 60
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V a ria b le s

C o r r e l a t e s  with: 7 8 9 10 11 12

1. School . 14 . 11 . 05 -. 11 - .  05 08
2. M odel fo r  Self . 02 . 04 . 01 -. 001 . 02 11
3. Occ. A sps . 29 . 27 . 27 . 03 - .  06 03
4. Occ. P la n s . 34 . 33 . 32 -. 005 -.  05 08
5. E d  A sps . 74 . 60 . 53 -. 07 - .  13 09
6. E d  P la n s . 83 . 73 . 65 -. 12 - .  08 18
7. P P E x 1. 00 . 73 . 68 -. 10 09 -. 16
8. P F E x . 73 1. 00 . 72 -. 05 - .  13 09
9. P T E x . 68 . 72 1. 00 -. 01 - .  12 16

10. Young B r o th e r - . 09 - .  05 - .  01 1. 00 - .  16 19
11. O ld e r  B r o th e r - .  09 - .  13 - .  11 -. 16 1. 00 04
12. Young S i s t e r -. 16 09 - .  16 . 19 -.  04 1. 00
13. O ld e r  S i s t e r - . 17 - .  14 - .  14 -. 04 . 31 -. 07
14. F a m i ly . 16 . 16 . 26 . 07 . 13 . 03
15. Good R e p o r t . 17 . 16 . 18 . 007 - .  10 . 02
16. P o o r  R e p o r t . 27 . 21 . 21 -. 02 - .  04 04
17. S tu d e n t-S p o r ts . 07 . 02 . 01 -. 02 . 07 -. 03
18. S tu d e n t-L ik e d . 13 . 06 . 13 -. 03 . 02 . 05
19. Stud. - P o p /w i th  

O th e r  Sex . 12 . 09 . 12 -. 07 . 05 04
20. S tu d en t-  L e a d e r . 10 . 08 . 12 . 05 . 09 . 05
21. P o p /w i th  Own Sex . 35 . 28 . 33 - .  07 . 02 . 12
22. P o p /w i th  O th e r  Sex . 29 . 26 . 25 - .  09 . 07 -. 05
23. P a r t ,  in  School 

A c t iv i t ie s . 30 . 23 . 32 . 008 . 07 -. 06
24. P a r t ,  in  S p o r ts . 30 . 24 . 27 - .  05 . 03 13
25. E x t.  Club . 29 . 32 . 27 -.  06 . 02 10
26. O u ts id e  Club . 23 . 23 . 22 - .  005 - .  11 06
27. SCA . 68 . 62 . 54 - .  11 . 01 11
28. P P E v . 69 . 57 . 53 - .  10 . 02 15
29. P F E v . 58 . 68 . 58 - .  003 . 04 07
30. P T E v . 55 . 52 . 72 . 005 . 02 13
31. T o ta l  Ev. . 67 . 66 . 69 . 03 . 02 12
32. SES . 36 . 29 . 28 - .  06 - .  02 14
33. IQ . 46 . 40 . 33 . 15 . 03 • 15
34. Rdg. S c o re s - .  004 . 05 . 03 . 001 - .  005 02
35. GPA . 58 . 55 . 47 - .  10 - .  02 ", 15
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C o r r e l a t e s  with: 13 14 15 16 17 18

1. School -. 05 . 06 - .  01 . 06 . 02 -. 05
2. M odel fo r  Se lf - . 07 . 06 - .  11 -. 03 - .  02 . 02
3. O cc. A sps -. 04 . 10 . 01 . 13 - .  02 . 01
4. O cc. P la n s -. 11 . 12 . 13 . 08 - .  01 -. 03
5. E d  A sp s - .  15 . 11 . 15 . 22 - .  06 -. 01
6. E d  P la n s -. 17 . 08 . 16 . 27 . 01 . 09
7. P P E x -. 17 . 16 . 17 . 27 . 07 . 13
8. P F E x -. 15 . 16 . 16 . 21 . 02 . 06
9. P T E x -. 14 . 26 . 18 . 21 . 01 . 13

10. Young B r o th e r -. 04 . 07 . 01 -. 02 - .  01 -. 03
11. O ld e r  B r o th e r . 31 . 03 - .  10 -. 04 . 07 . 02
12. Young S i s t e r -. 07 . 01 . 02 -. 04 - .  03 . 05
13. O ld e r  S i s t e r 1. 00 . 03 . 002 -. 004 . 07 . 01
14. F a m i ly . 03 1. 00 . 07 . 11 . 09 . 14
15. Good R e p o r t . 002 . 07 1. 00 . 19 - .  01 . 05
16. P o o r  R e p o r t - . 004 . 11 . 19 1. 00 . 14 . 27
17. Stude nt - Spo r t s . 07 . 09 - .  01 . 15 1. 00 . 38
18. S tu d en t-  L ik ed . 01 . 14 . 05 . 27 . 28 1. 00
19. Stud. - P o p /w i th  

O th e r  Sex . 07 . 16 . 05 . 13 . 40 . 50
20. S tu d e n t -L e a d e r . 10 . 10 . 08 . 19 .2 9 . 36
21. P o p /w i th  Own Sex . 15 . 16 . 29 . 22 . 26 . 31
22. P o p /w i th  O th e r  Sex . 17 . 10 . 22 . 19 . 23 . 25
23. P a r t ,  in  School 

A c t iv i t ie s .0 9 . 11 . 29 . 28 . 18 . 19
24. P a r t.■ 'in  S p o r ts . 05 . 12 . 17 . 24 . 27 . 23
25. E x t.  Club .. 03 . 02 . 10 . 11 . 06 . 04
26. O u ts id e  Club -..12 . 01 . 11 . 10 . 04 . 04
27. SCA -. 13 . 12 . 13 .. 20 . 06 . 10
28. P P E v -. 06 . 25 . 21 . 31 . 12 . 17
29. P F E v -.  002 . 26 . 23 . 28 . 12 . 18
30. P T E v -. 06 . 28 . 20 . 25 . 10 . 19
31. T o ta l  Ev. -. 05 . 20 . 24 . 32 . 12 . 20
32. SES -. 12 . 04 . 14 . 19 . 02 . 03
33. IQ . 02 . 10 .0 9 . 21 . 11 . 17
34. Rdg. S c o re s - .  07 - .  05 - .  04 . 12 . 01 . 10
35. G PA -. 11 . 11 . 07 . 19 . 03 . 09
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C o r r e l a t e s  with: 19 20 21 22 23 24

1. School - .  02 - .  01 . 03 -. 01 - .  05 -. 05
2. M odel f o r  Se lf . 06 . 03 01 - .  10 - .  05 - .  06
3. O cc. A sp s . 03 . 07 . 11 . 07 . 15 . 10
4. O cc. P la n s . 004 . 04 . 18 . 16 . 22 . 11
5. E d  A sp s . 03 . 06 . 30 . 20 . 27 . 25
6. E d  P l a n s . 14 . 07 . 36 . 26 . 32 . 29
7. P P E x . 12 . 10 . 35 . 29 . 30 . 30
8. P F E x . 09 . 08 . 28 . 26 . 23 . 24
9. P T E x . 12 . 12 . 33 . 25 . 32 . 27

10. Young B r o th e r -. 07 . 05 - .  09 - .  06 . 01 -. 05
11. O ld e r  B r o th e r . 05 . 09 . 02 . 07 . 07 . 03
12. Young S i s t e r - .  04 . 05 - .  12 - .  05 . 06 - .  13
13. O ld e r  S i s t e r . 07 . 10 . 15 . 17 .0 9 . 05
14. F a m i ly . 16 . 10 . 16 . 09 . 11 . 13
15. G ood R e p o r t . 05 . 08 . 29 . 22 . 29 . 17
16. P o o r  R e p o r t . 13 . 19 . 22 . 19 . 28 . 24
17. S tu d e n t -S p o r ts . 40 . 29 . 26 . 23 . 19 . 27
18. S tu d e n t -L ik e d
19. Stud. - P o p /w i th

. 59 . 36 . 31 . 25 . 19 . 23

O th e r  Sex 1. 00 . 43 . 33 . 30 . 27 . 26
20. S tu d e n t - L e a d e r . 43 1. 00 . 28 . 22 . 25 . 17
21. P o p /w i th  Own Sex . 33 . 28 1. 00 . 72 . 61 . 60
22. P o p /w i th  O th e r  S ex
23. P a r t ,  in  School

. 20 . 22 . 72 1. 00 . 61 . 65

A c t iv i t ie s . 27 . 25 . 61 . 61 1. 00 . 55
24. P a r t ,  in  S p o r ts . 26 . 17 . 60 . 55 . 55 1. 00
25. E x t.  C lub . 06 . 002 .2 9 . 29 . 36 . 49
26. O u ts id e  C lub . 01 . 05 . 15 . 18 . 23 . 23
27. SCA . 11 . 07 . 38 . 35 . 34 . 34
28. P P E v . 18 . 07 .4 4 . 37 . 33 . 37
29. P F E v . 22 . 17 .4 8 .4 6 .4 1 . 38
30. P T E v . 18 . 13 .4 6 . 41 .4 0 . 42
31. T o ta l  E v . . 22 . 15 . 52 . 47 .4 3 . 43
32. SES . 05 . 04 . 16 . 08 . 15 . 14
33. IQ . 18 . 08 . 26 . 18 . 13 . 18
34. Rdg. S c o r e s . 13 . 02 . 05 . 05 . 04 . 05
35. G PA . 07 . 06 .2 1 . 14 . 13 . 18
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C o r r e l a t e s  with: 25 26 27 28 29 30

1. School . 04 . 05 . 07 . 14 . 09 . 04
2. M odel f o r  Self - ,  04 . 10 . 07 . 02 . 06 . 02
3. Occ. A sp s . 05 . 06 . 25 . 23 . 19 . 27
4. Occ. P la n s . 11 . 20 . 37 . 35 . 31 . 31
5. E d  A sp s . 31 . 22 . 68 . 58 . 50 .4 9
6. E d  P la n s . 34 . 24 . 74 . 67 . 60 . 56
7. P P E x . 29 . 23 . 68 . 69 . 58 . 55
8. P F E x . 32 . 23 . 62 . 57 . 68 . 52
9. P T E x . 27 . 22 . 54 . 53 . 58 . 72

10. Young B r o th e r -. 06 - .  006 - .  11 - .  10 - .  003 .. 005
11. O ld e r  B r o th e r . 02 - .  11 . 01 . 02 . 04 . 02
12. Young S i s t e r - .  10 . 06 - .  11 - .  15 - .  07 - .  13
13. O ld e r  S i s t e r . 03 - .  12 - .  13 -. 06 - .  002 - .  06
14. F a m i ly . 02 . 01 . 12 . 25 . 27 . 28
15. Good R e p o r t . 10 . 10 . 13 . 21 . 23 . 20
16. P o o r  R e p o r t . 11 . 10 . 20 . 32 . 28 . 25
17. S tu d e n t-S p o r ts . 06 . 04 . 06 . 13 . 12 . 10
18. S tu d e n t-L ik e d
19. Stud. - P o p /w i th

. 04 . 04 . 09 . 17 . 18 . 19

O th e r  Sex . 06 . 02 . 11 . 18 . 22 . 18
20. S tu d e n t -L e a d e r . 002 . 05 . 07 . 07 . 17 . 13
21. P o p /w i th  Own Sex . 29 . 14 . 38 . 44 .4 9 . 46
22. P o p /w i th  O th e r  Sex
23. P a r t ,  in  School

. 29 . 18 . 35 . 37 . 46 . 41

A c tiv i t ie s . 36 . 23 . 34 . 34 . 41 .4 0
24. P a r t ,  in S p o r ts . 49 . 23 . 34 . 37 . 38 . 42
25. Ext. C lub 1. 00 . 23 . 37 . 32 . 33 . 31
26. O u ts id e  Club . 23 1. 00 .2 9 . 26 . 24 . 28
27. SCA . 27 . 29 1. 00 . 75 . 68 . 63
28. P P E v . 32 . 26 . 75 1. 00 . 74 . 68
29. P F E v . 33 . 24 . 68 . 74 1. 00 . 70
30. P T E v . 31 . 28 . 63 . 68 . 70 1. 00
31. T o ta l  Ev. . 35 . 29 . 75 . 88 . 90 ...90
32. SES . 13 . 20 .. 33 . 34 . 21 . 28
33. IQ . 18 . 18 .4 8 .4 7 .4 1 . 36
34. Rdg. S c o re s . 02 . 05 . 10 . 05 . 08 . 07
35. C PA . 30 . 21 .6 6 . 61 . 52 . 53
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C o r r e l a t e s  with: 31 32 33 34 35

1. School . 10 . 13 . 06 -. 23 . 17
2, M odel fo r  Self . 04 - . 0 2 - .  01 . 07 . 03
3. Occ. A sp s . 26 . 09 . 12 . 004 . 16
4. Occ. P la n s . 36 . 19 . 19 -. 02 . 29
5. E d  A sp s . 59 . 27 .4 0 - .  02 . 51
6. E d  P la n s . 68 . 32 . 50 . 05 . 60
7. P P E x . 67 . 36 .4 6 -. 004 . 58
8. P F E x . 66 .2 9 . 40 . 05 . 55
9. P T E x . 69 . 28 . 33 . 03 . 47

10. Young B r o th e r -. 03 - .  06 - .  15 . 001 - .  10
11. O ld e r  B r o th e r . 02 - .  02 . 03 -. 01 - .  02
12. Young S i s t e r -. 12 - .  14 - .  15 -. 02 - .  15
13. O ld e r  S i s t e r -. 05 - .  12 . 02 -. 07 - .  11
14. F a m i ly . 30 . 04 . 10 -. 05 . 11
15. Good R e p o r t . 24 . 14 . 09 -. 04 . 07
16. P o o r  R e p o r t . 32 . 19 . 21 .. 12 . 19
17. S tu d e n t-S p o r ts . 13 . 02 . 11 . 01 . 03
18. S tu d e n t-L ik e d
19. Stud, - P o p /w i th

. 20 . 04 . 17 . 10 . 09

O th e r  Sex . 22 . 05 . 18 . 13 . 08
20. S tu d e n t -L e a d e r . 15 . 04 .0 9 .0 2 . 06
21. P o p /w i th  Own Sex . 52 . 15 . 26 . 05 . 21
22. P o p /w i th  O th e r  Sex
23. P a r t ,  in  School

. 47 . 08 . 18 . 05 . 14

A c t iv i t ie s . 43 . 15 . 13 . 04 . 13
24. P a r t ,  in  S p o r ts .4 4 . 14 . 18 . 05 . 18
25. E x t. Club . 35 . 13 . 18 . 02 . 30
26. O u ts id e  Club . 29 . 20 . 18 . 05 . 21
27. SCA . 75 . 33 .4 8 . 10 . 66
28. P P E v .. 88 . 34 .4 7 . 05 . 61
29. P F E v . 90 . 21 . 41 . 08 . 52
30. P T E v . 90 . 28 . 36 . 07 . 53
31. T o ta l  Ev. 1. 00 . 30 . 46 . 07 . 61
32. SES . 30 1. 00 . 28 . 004 . 36
33. IQ . 4.6 . 29 1. 00 . 01 . 47
34. Rdg. S c o re s . 07 . 004 . 01 1. 00 . 02
35. C PA . 61 . 36 .4 7 . 02 1. 00
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