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Number 1 -- November 14963

An Intevdisciplinary newsletter distributed by

the Department of Linguistics at Western Michigan
University for the purpose of providing informatieon
about developments in linpuistics to students,
ataff, and friends in the field.
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Mystery Rule

The first person to ldentify the usual name for the following rule will
czcelve a handsome prize from our secretary (4th floor, Sprau Tower):

PL 4+ ()X 3 X(C)/e/

Hints: PL = the mystery variety of English.

(C) = any inirial consonant or consonant cluster in an English word.

{Parentheses = optional.) )
X = any sounds in an English word beyond the initial consonant o

congonantg cluster,

/2] = the vewel sound In pav or weigh. v

» = Y"gransform the items at the left into the items at the righy -~
an English word."

Give up?
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Linguistics Staff

The new Linguisties Dopartment 1s alive and living on the fourth flecov of
Sprau Tower. It will celsbrate its third (wonth) birthday on November 19, so
send in those cards end letters.

The Department has g regulay staff of four, who are, In order of descending

ilmporiance,

Mes. Bladine Moyer, Secretary and unofficial
"sdministrative assistant," 405 Sprau,
vhone 3-0358 or 3-00064. .

Mr. D.P.S. {Dwar) Dwarikesh, Assistant Professor
and Actidng Critical Languages Supzrvisor,
£11 Sprau, phone 3-0958. ‘

Pr. Danlel Hendriksen, Assistant Professor and
Coordinator for English zs & Foraeign
Language, 411 Sprau, phone Z-0355.

jot]

De. Robert Palmatler, Professor and Chairmaa,
#.10 Sprau, phone 3-0064.
e - 3 F) N » N w4 Y e
in addition, we have one part-time instructor, Miss Simona Pirs, an M.A.
candidate In Area Studies; and one of our courses, Introduction te Lingulstics,
is vaughit in the fleld by Mrs. Penny Carlson, Assistant Professor of English

Yo futuve issues of THE INFORMANT we will carvy werbal sketehos of the membove
of our staff, but just in case we run out of money before then, here is a prefile
of Simona Pirg, vho returns to Yugoslavia in Decembey . .

Simona Pirs -
Simona, a graduate studeni at Western, I8 serving for the second time as 5
“medel" (native informant) in the Basiec Serbo-Croatian class. In otheyr words, she’

ig teaching, testing, driliing, and correctiag the five students in the class,
one of whom is technically the "supervisor' of the course (Palwatier). Simona
first served in this capacity under Dr. James Wilson last winter semester. (By
the way, the term "model" fits her very well in another sense: she 1s a charmlag
and beautiful girl.) ‘

Simona received her degres in Geography and Tourism from the Undversity of
Ljubljanz in her hometown of Ljubljana, province of Slovenia, Yugoslavia. While ux
the Universlty, she worked at a resort hotel, in every job, as field expericance
for Tourism. After gradustlon she becsme a profeasional cartographer but also

wvorked as secretary to the chalrman of the committee for o Slovenian holiday,
chici of the International Camplong Grounds in Liubljansz, gulde for a tourisi agency,

and secretary to the chalrman of the Internationsal Speleological Association.
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Plusses and Minuses

1. In future numbers of THE INFORMANT we will describe the English as a
Foreion Language Program in the Linguistics Department (Hendriksen, Coordinatov)
and the Major and Minor Progroms (Palmatier, Adviser).

2, Students who wish to major or minor in Linguistics should visit the
Adviser (Palmatier) in 410 Sprau Tower to discuss thelr program and get &
Dapartnental Recommendation roxm. We already have two declared majors and several
undeclared minors. : S A \

3, Introduciion to Linpuistics 500 will be offered in Grand Rapids during
the Winter Semester for elther graduate or undergraduate credit in Linguistics —-
Monday evenings. For further information call the instructnr {(Dwarikesh, 3-0938)
or the Division of Continuing Edueation (3-1860).

4, The Linguistices Department has expressed interest in the possibility of
a ninor in Critical Languages, consisting of the five courgses listed on pege 4
{20 hrs.), with the Reading course based on cultural materials, It is too early
to tell how the ldea will be received by the other depavtments, but we'll keep
you posted.

$. The Department has had so many requests for & graduate program in
Linguistieg -- about one per week -~ that we (specifically Dwarikesh) have gone
shead and outlined an M.A. degree sequence. It looks very tempting, but we
realize that 1t will be a few yesrs before we can hire the staff to supe:viﬂc ig,
s0 we have not made a formal proposal as yet.

6. The Linguistlies Reporter, a newsletter of the Center for Applied
Linguistics, carried a one-paragraph announcement of our new department and
programs In its Octcber 1968 fasue. We have already received correspondence in
ragard to this announcement. <The Wegstern Herald also hed en artiele about us on
October 28,

7. The Philosophy Department will offer Philosophy and Language in the Winter
Semester, and the Anthropology Department will have Languape snd Culture.
Linguistics majors and minors, take note.

R.A. Palmatier, Editor
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