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0 
Do 

A Letter from the President of AGLS 
Most of us who a re members of The Associa tion for General a nd 

Libera l Studies mainta in steadfastly tha t the co llege curriculum should 
pursue a goa l beyond that of prepa ring the student for his professiona l 
caree r. 1,\/e think that educa tion must do more than tum out efficient 
cogs for the creation of new knowledge, for the production of materia l 
goods, and for the conduct o f gove rnmen t. vVe beli eve that men are, 
or should be, more than ca reers : hopefu ll y they a re a lso intell igent 
citi zens who a re perceptively aware of their cultura l heritage, who 
d iligentl y comprehend ethica l and soc i::i l va lues, and who understand 
and re. pcct both the powers and the limitations of twentieth century 
science and technology. 

Now, of course , ma ny of our co lleagues who arc not members of 
AGLS 11·ill subsc ribe lo thi s sa llle ideo logy conce rning the a ims of 
educa tion. Yet despite the espousa l o f a credo for ge neral educa tion by 
us a nd our o lleaaues, the real thru l o f our educa tiona l enterpri se i. 
o therwise. Our co llege and uni \'e rsities fun c tion to emphasize differ
ences ra ther than commona li ties in our schola rly o rienta tions. Grants 
a nd spec ia l support for re ea rch and course improvemen t a re more 
eas il y obta ined when the projec t is more na rrowly defin ed. And aca
demia abo unds with profess iona l societies mo t of w hich serve the 
concerns of relati\'ely na rrow disc iplines. Fo r example, in ph ysic. one 
Pa il y find a ha lf dozen soc ieties des igned to mini ster to his particular 
interests, broadl y or na rrowl y but ;; JI within physics ; moreover, there 
are ;;t least an equa l number of ph ys ics journa ls which one might 
reasonably be expected lo la ke. And in thP abo\'e I have not intended 
lo include ce rta in broader but still provincia l o rga niza tion such as 
The American As. oc iat ion for th e Advancement of Science o r the 
Federa tion of Atomic Scientist . Ce rta inly AGLS member. will h ave 
litt le difficulty in describing a simil ar abundance of professional societies 
be lonO'ing lo their own disc iplines. 
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Yet, in this well-o rga nized clima te wi thin " ·hich higher education 
operates, we fi nd campus unrest and \\'e hear charges th ::it o u r courses 
a re irrele\·a nt. In view of the grea t social inerti ::i \,·hi ch pe rennially 
impedes solution of basic human p roblems- wa r, hunge r, d isease. 
ignorance , ty rann y, crime- perh a ps the educa ti on tha t ,,·e pun-cy is 
irrelev::i n t. But no one, I thi nk, will m a inta in th at basic human prob
lems have reason::ible so lutions w hich do no t im·oh ·e a ppropri::itc 
rducation ::is an essential ingredi ent. The questi on then is not can but 
how can educa tion be m ade relevant. 

It is here that the genera list must h an :- hi s cl ay. Wh a t \,·e require 
is not tha t the educa tion o f our citizens be mo re spec iali zed and 
abstract, bu t th at it be mo re mu nda ne, interrelated . a nd ::ippli cab le 
to the da il y life o f the w hole ma n. The Assoc ia tion fo r Genera l a nd 
Libera l Studies is a unique profess iona l soc ie ty whic h in tends to fos ter 
in terrela ti on, m eaning, and rel evance. So perh a ps we have a highl y 
significant role to play in res ponse to the presen t fe rment in h igher 
educa tion. This is our chall enge a nd we ,rnuld a ll like to m eet it. 

But AGLS in order to be most effective will need the coll ecti,·e 
wisdom of a ll its m embers. M ay I there fore im·ite yo u to correspo nd 
with me a nd / or other m embers of the E xecuti,·e Com m ittee to gi\·c 
us yo ur views of how to m ake AGLS a \·ita l fo rce in educationzi l 
reform? This is your o rga ni zation and ,,-e want its m eetings, its p ub
li cati ons, and its other functi ons to be as res ponsive as possible to 
your n eeds. 
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M alcolm Correll , 
U ni\·ersity o f Colo rado 

Pres icl en t 

O===== 
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