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Christening 
No champagne will be spilled over the bow of thi s new ship. At 

twe lve doll a rs a bottle the budget won' t stand it. Furthermore, this 
isn' t a very big venture. It won ' t be a ba ttl eship, se rving as a floa ting 
platfo rm fo r hem·y a rtill ery to bomba rd the fortifi cations o f entrenched 
academic o rthodoxy. R a ther, it will be more like a clipper, slipping 
through precarious channels and frequently tacking aga inst the wind 
to ex plore sources of new riches for undergradua te education. The re
fore, without more ado, Perspectiues is launched . 

It is o ften sa id these days tha t general educat ion and even libera l 
educa tion a re dead . Semanti c difficulti es as ide, the facts seem to a rgue 
o therwise. E ven though sweeping curri cubr changes have not been 
m ade in ma ny coll eges and universiti es in the past ten yea rs (see Philip 
Denenfeld 's review of the Dresscl-DeLisle monograph in this issue ) . 
there is more awareness now than a t any time since \,Vorld \i\1a r II 
of the need to recons ider the purposes and prac ti ces o f higher educa tion . 
" Relevance·• is a big word in students· ,·ocabula ri es, and it is interesting 
tha t it seems to denote considera tion of the to tality o f life and soc iety 
ra ther tha n na rrow vocati onal desires . The formerl y dull journa ls and 
the lively new C hronicle testify to renewed interest in the basic meaning 
of education . 

\,Vestern Michigan U ni versity, therefo re, is honored to assi st the 
Associa ti on for General and Liberal Studies in bringing forth this 
new journal. We hope to make it innovati ve without being pretentious. 
solid without being dull , and timely wi thout being time-serving. Con
tributions a nd criticisms a re ·welcome. 
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Robert M. Limpus, D ean 
School of General Studie 
We tern Michigan U ni versity 



Every Fa ll for the past several yea rs the School of Gene ra l Stud ies 
at Western Michigan U niversity has sponso red a weekend get-together 
fo r in-se rvi ce tra ining of its General Studies sta ff. The programs haw. 
in ge nera l, been oriented towa rd a n introduction to ·' the idea of 
ge neral education" for the newer sta ff members, a lthough the o lder 
sta ff members who a ttend have fo und the sessions to be equa ll y fruit
ful. A keynote spea ker sets the tone for the weekr nd. And then , ornr 
\·ery stimula ting small group discus. ions inva ri a bly follow. Pr rha ps. 
one of th r reasons for the discussions being stimula ting is thr setting. 
:-, beautiful resort ca lled Sleepy Hollow loca ted on L akr Mich i,e;an 
nea r South H aven, Michiga n. A better reason, ho\,·eve r. \,·ould be 
the sta ture and competence of the keynote spea kers who ha \·e attcnd r d. 
In fact, we were so impressed with the na ture a nd pertinence o f th r 
thoughts o f two of these speakers tha t we a re taking this opportun ity
the first issue of the new journal, Perspectil •Ps- to sha re thr ir 
thinking with you. 

Knox C . Hill s/Jeaks on ' 'Thr Idea of General Educa ti on." And 
you m ay surmise tha t the a rticl e is a lmost \'erba tim wha t he sa id a t 
Sleepy H ollow. 

M a rtin Le\'i t's pa per, "On Some Aspects of an Integra ted Genna ! 
Education," includes as he notes several pages which a re composed 
of paragra phs taken, more or less verba tim, from a few o f hi s o ther 
writings. 

The Edi tor 
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