mfngéAﬂ N Western Michigan University

UNIVERSITY ScholarWorks at WMU

Participant/Observer Intercultural and Anthropological Studies

Spring 2012

Participant/Observer vol. 5. no. 1 Spring 2012

Anthropology Department

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/anthropology_news

b Part of the Anthropology Commons

WMU ScholarWorks Citation

Anthropology Department, "Participant/Observer vol. 5. no. 1 Spring 2012" (2012). Participant/Observer.
1.

https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/anthropology_news/1

This Newsletter is brought to you for free and open
access by the Intercultural and Anthropological Studies at
ScholarWorks at WMU. It has been accepted for inclusion
in Participant/Observer by an authorized administrator of
ScholarWorks at WMU. For more information, please
contact wmu-scholarworks@wmich.edu.

WESTERN
MICHIGAN

UNIVERSITY



http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/anthropology_news
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/anthropology
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/anthropology_news?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fanthropology_news%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/318?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fanthropology_news%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/anthropology_news/1?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fanthropology_news%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:wmu-scholarworks@wmich.edu
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/

Anthropology Unveils New Archaeology Labs

This fall we moved into the new archae-
ology labs in Moore Hall. The new labs
are in the space that formerly housed the
Writing Center, which moved to Ellsworth
Hall. There are three lab rooms—one dedi-
cated to the Fort St. Joseph Archaeological
Project, directed by Dr. Michael Nassaney,
professor of anthropology; one for the
Farmstead Archaeology Project in the Fin-
ger Lakes National Forest in New York, di-
rected by Dr. LouAnn Wurst, chair of the
Department of Anthropology; and the last
to be used as a “wet lab” to process artifacts
recovered through other local projects by
faculty and students.

There are currently up to a dozen stu-
dents working on research projects who
will use the labs. The most distinguishing
feature of the new archaeology space is

the floor, which incorporates an image of
dried earth with scattered artifacts to cover
the concrete floor.

WMU interior designer Sheri Harper
(Facilities Management-Projects and Con-
struction) designed the labs. Sheri’s design
won third place in the national Association
of University Interior Designers competi-
tion for the category of renovations in the
$50,000-$150,000 range.

The renovations feature a mural show-
casing all aspects of anthropology that wel-
comes students as they enter Moore Hall.
The mural includes stonework represent-
ing stratigraphic layers that surrounds a
large glass window that allows people to
see students at work in the lab, as well as
various depictions of global cultural di-
versity, human evolution, and a variety

of anthropological research endeavors.
The mural includes a flat screen monitor
that allows the display of images relating
to faculty and student research activities.
We have also included a motion-activated
sound system to include the audible and
linguistic aspects of anthropology.

The mural was completed by artist Con-
rad Kaufman, a WMU alumnus who has
done other artwork across campus, includ-
ing murals in the third-floor suite of Wood
Hall that is occupied by the Environmental
Studies Program, in the Hoekje-Bigelow
dining hall and in the Meditation Room
of the Health and Human Services Build-
ing. Kaufman murals also can be found
throughout the local area and elsewhere
in Michigan on the walls of public places
and private businesses, plus more than

continued on page 2
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100 residential buildings. He owns and oper-
ates Fence Rows studio in Galesburg, Mich.,
which serves as his painting studio and a
base for conducting art classes in pottery,
painting, and woodworking.

He earned a bachelor’s degree in anthro-
pology from Western Michigan University in
1986 and became a full-time artist in 1995.
Now a widely admired painter of landscapes
and murals, he spent eight weeks on campus
in 2009-10 as a visiting artist in residence.
Kaufman has more than a student link to
WMU. His father, Maynard, taught com-
parative religion and environmental studies
at the University from 1963-87. The elder
Kaufman also co-founded WMU’s Environ-
mental Studies Program in 1972 and served
as its first director.

The Department of Anthropology hosted
its annual open house on October 7, 2011 to
dedicate the new space. Western Michigan
University president John Dunn was joined
by Provost Timothy Greene, College of Arts
and Sciences dean Alexander Enyedi, De-
partment of Anthropology chair LouAnn
Waurst, and muralist Conrad Kaufman to cut
the ribbon.




Letter from
the Chair

The Department of Anthropology has
had an exciting and busy year. The
most momentous change has been
the “opening” of the new archaeology
labs and completion of a mural dedi-
cated to anthropology in the hallway
of Moore Hall. The mural was created
by Conrad Kaufman, an alumnus of
the Department of Anthropology and
well-known Kalamazoo muralist. It is
so nice to have such beautiful space as
part of our departmental facilities. I
have found the mural and labs a great
selling point for prospective students,
and current students are enjoying it as
well.

As part of the new anthropology
facilities, we also have a new media
lab equipped with three new Mac
computers and a teaching lab with
two PC computers loaded with Ar-
cMap 10 as well as a range of other
software packages. These two labs al-
low us to provide many new opportu-
nities for our students.

This year the Department of An-
thropology completed the process
associated with the Native American

Graves Protection and Repatriation
Act (NAGPRA). As required by this
federal law, WMU had already com-
pleted an inventory of all items in its
collections subject to NAGPRA. Re-
patriation of Native human remains
and associated funerary objects took
place during 2010-11 and WMU is
now fully NAGPRA-compliant. In all,
79 human individuals have been re-
patriated (returned) to Native tribes
along with 225 associated funerary
objects. These individuals and objects
were returned to several tribes includ-
ing the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Indians, Mich. and Ind., the Little
River Band of Ottawa Indians, Mich.,
the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Oda-
wa Indians, Mich., and the Saginaw
Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan.
We have also been hard at work
curating the archaeological collec-
tions housed at WMU. These mate-
rials were collected through research
and summer archaeological field
schools by emeriti faculty over the last
40 years. We have been re-bagging
and boxing the artifacts, and will start

working on a collections inventory.
Our goal is to make it easier for other
researchers to see the great research
collections that we have, and help to
make the materials available for their
own research projects.

This year our Speaker Series fo-
cused on gender, sexuality, and the
body. We were lucky to host Dr. K.
Anne Pyburn (Indiana University at
Bloomington), Dr. Anne Fausto-Ster-
ling (Nancy Duke Lewis Professor of
Biology and Gender Studies in the
Department of Molecular and Cell
Biology and Biochemistry at Brown
University) and Dr. Don Kulick (Pro-
fessor of Comparative Human Devel-
opment, University of Chicago).

I hope that alumni and friends of
the Department of Anthropology will
continue their interest in and sup-
port for our programs and will use
this newsletter to keep in touch with
faculty and fellow alumni. Please up-
date us on your achievements and ac-
tivities by sending a letter or email to
louann.wurst@wmich.edu.




2011 Farmstead
Archaeology

Project Season

From May 6-27, 2011, Dr. LouAnn
Wurst of Western Michigan Universi-
ty led a team of students to the Finger
Lakes National Forest to conduct ar-
chaeological investigations of historic
farm sites. The students from Western
Michigan University included graduate
students Dustin Conklin, Mark Hoock,
Stephen Damm, Jaynee Michaels, Erica
D’Elia, Kyle Lesage, Alison Thornton,
and Dan Schwartz, and undergraduates
David Lang and Cathrine Davis.

The goals of the 2011 field season
were to gather historic data from the
Schuyler County courthouse in Wat-
kins Glen as well as to map property
boundaries and farm features. In addi-
tion, several farms were subject to tar-
geted archaeological excavations.

This summer marked the eleventh
consecutive year of fieldwork as part of
the Finger Lakes National Forest Farm-
stead Archaeology Project. The Finger

Lakes National Forest is located in cen-
tral New York, and the project is cen-
tered along what is known as the Hec-
tor Backbone, the high ridge separating
Seneca and Cayuga Lakes. Since 2000,
we have researched 23 different farms,
as well as a school house and sawmill,
dating from the early 19th through
early 20th centuries. Archaeological in-
vestigations of these farms have yielded
well over 150,000 artifacts.

The Hector Backbone was initially
settled in the early 19th century and
the farms located there experienced an
economic boom through the first half
of the century. By the end of the 19th
century, the economic prosperity of the
region was declining and the popula-
tion of the area declined. By the early
20th century the Backbone community
became the target of federal land man-
agement programs.

Subsequently, the farms were all
purchased by the federal government
as part of the New Deal’s Resettlement
Administration’s Submarginal Farms

Program, designed to save farmers
stranded on unproductive farm land.
Archaeological data from all of the
farms has yielded data that challenges
this dominant narrative. We have dis-
covered that these farms were more
productive than thought; the farm
families were constantly improving
their homes and farms, and they had
a greater level of consumer goods than
we would expect. The research focus is
geared toward understanding the con-
tradictions between the dominant his-
torical narrative and the material reali-
ties of these farmers’ lives.

Last summer’s field season kicked off
with Dr. Wurst leading a walking tour
along Burnt Hill Road. Several dozen
local community members toured sev-
eral of the farm sites and learned about
the results of the archaeological work
done at them. This tour was sponsored
and organized by the Backbone Ridge
History Group and the Finger Lakes
National Forest Ranger District.

For much of the season, crew mem-

continued on page 5
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bers worked in the county courthouse
recording data from the agricultural
and population schedules for 1855-75,
as well as collect deeds and property
records for the farms on the Hector
Backbone. We will use these records to
assess the products and productivity of
the farms, trace the farms’ ownership,
as well as supply genealogical informa-
tion across the region.

While the historic records were be-
ing researched, other crew members
conducted walking surveys along prop-
erty lines to test the adage that good
fences make good neighbors. They uti-
lized GPS devices to record the fence
lines, and noted the size and composi-
tion of the fence materials, which were
predominantly stone. This information
will be used to reconstruct farm layout
and will allow us to analyze field size
and how they were separated. We hope
to be able to link this reconstruction to
farm production information listed in
the agricultural schedules.

In addition to these investigations,
traditional archaeological excava-
tions were conducted at a number of
farms along the Backbone. Work at the
Dusenbury, A.C. Wickham, and Be-
ment farms entailed drawing detailed
maps, writing up descriptions of site
features, and digging numerous exca-
vation units. Much of our work focused
on the Alexander Dunham farm. This
farm was established around 1870 by
Alexander Dunham and his wife Ol-
ive. Alexander bought this land soon
after returning to Hector after he was
injured in the Civil War. The Dunhams
lived there until their deaths in 1914,
after which the farm may have been oc-
cupied by tenant farmers until the land
was sold to the federal government in
1937.

Our investigations revealed a large
complex including a house with addi-
tions, a dug well and a later drilled well,
a large barn complex, and a stone-lined
privy, along with several other smaller
features. In addition, a large garbage
dump was located on the edge of the
property, which exhibited a wide array
of material that may be associated with
the tenant occupation. Dave Lacy, the

Forest Service archaeologist assigned
to the Finger Lakes National Forest,
joined the crew briefly at the Alexander
Dunham farm.

As part of ongoing community out-
reach and involvement, Dr. Wurst and
several members of her team spoke to
the Backbone Ridge History Group
at the Hector Presbyterian Church in
the evening of May 25th. Dr. Wurst
discussed the overall project and its
importance in local, regional, and na-
tional histories.

Dustin Conklin presented his mas-
ter’s thesis research on the role com-
munity and family ties played in farm
abandonment. He has since finished
his master’s work at Western Michigan

University and is currently pursuing
his Ph.D. at SUNY Binghamton, where
he is investigating tenant farmers in
the Finger Lakes under the auspices of
Dr. Randall McGuire.

Several other Western students
presented their research projects:
Mark Hoock, a multi-year veteran of
the project, discussed the impact of
transformations in agricultural pro-
ductions on the landscape; Jaynee Mi-
chaels talked about domestic produc-
tion, food preservation and canning;
Stephen Damm presented his work
on the role of household age and life-
cycles in determining consumer behav-
ior. Mark, Stephen, and Jaynee have all
continued with these research projects
as their master’s theses in anthropology
at Western Michigan University.

Dr. Wurst is planning to return to
the Finger Lakes National Forest this

year at the end of May for a brief period.
We will use this time to maintain the
project’s ties to the local community and
engage in additional public outreach ef-
forts. In particular, Kyle Lesage has been
working on a project website geared to-
ward public education. We plan to un-
veil the website and solicit comments
and suggestions from local community
members.

- |




Finding Fossils in New Ways: Using GIS and Remote
Sensing Approaches in Paleoanthropology

How do paleontologists decide where
to search for fossils? You may be sur-
prised to learn that today’s vertebrate
paleontologists (students of the history
of vertebrate life) work in very nearly
the same way that the first paleontolo-
gists did more than 100 years ago.

We often follow in the footsteps of
geologists whose maps can point out to
us the presence of sedimentary rocks of
the desired age and type that may bear
fossil evidence of life of the past. In the
American West, large sedimentary ba-
sins of several to many thousands of

square kilometers in extent are places
where fossils tend to be found. So we
drive out to the field every summer
with colleagues and students, find a
nice campsite or two, and methodically
search the eroding badlands for fossils.

While geological and topographic
maps may point us to areas where the
rocks we are interested in are exposed
and may bear fossils, what we typically
do is drive down roads (often rough
two-tracks suitable only for four-
wheel drive vehicles) looking for bad-
land exposures, to which we then walk
for long distances, hunched over at
the waist looking for evidence of fos-
sils eroding right out of the sandstones
and mudstones.

When we find a scatter of fossils
that looks promising, we then crawl
the area on all fours, searching for the
very tiny remains of these ancient (and
small-bodied) fossil mammals. As you
can imagine, under these circumstanc-
es chance and good luck can play a
large role in determining the success or
failure of a paleontological expedition.

I began working in the Great Divide
Basin (GDB) of southwestern Wyo-
ming in 1994 because I was interested
in finding early primates and other
fossil mammals from the Paleocene
(65-55 million years ago) and Eocene
(55-34 million years ago), epochs in
the American West. I also knew that
a few of these fossils had been found




at a couple of places in this basin by a
U.S. Geological Survey geologist and
a Smithsonian Institution paleontolo-
gist in the 1950s and "60s. During most
summers since 1994, I have led groups
of students and other scientists to the
GDB in search of these elusive indica-
tors of the mammalian community that
lived in southern Wyoming 55 million
years ago.

Prior to our 2009 field season, our
work had been reasonably rewarding:
we had located nearly 100 different fos-
sil mammal localities and recovered
about 8,000 fossil mammals from these
sites. But in 2009, two of my graduate
students (Tim Held and Justin Gish)
found an extraordinary new mammal
locality that is one of the richest sites
from this time period in the entire
American West!

After one week of intensive work,
we had collected nearly 2,000 mammal

fossils, or about one quarter of the total
number of fossils we had recovered in
over more than 10 field seasons, includ-
ing one species of rodent and one pri-
mate that were new to science!

How did we find this exciting and
rich new site? On the morning in ques-
tion, we were planning to check some
known and moderately productive
localities in a place called Salt Sage
Draw. We never made it to Salt Sage
Draw that morning because we took a
wrong turn on an unfamiliar road that
led right past some interesting-looking
sandstones. Since the two-track road
we were on was gradually disappearing
in some tall grass and sage brush, I de-
cided we should park and have a look at
the sandstones. The rest is, as they say,
history.

The experience of finding an in-
credibly rich site through this combina-
tion of good luck and bad route-finding

made me think seriously about the role
of chance and serendipity in finding
fossil sites, and I thought to myself that
there must be a better way to do this.
I knew that geographers and remote
sensing specialists had tools for the
analysis of spatial data and for imaging
the earth’s surface in a number of dif-
ferent ways.

I decided that a collaborative ef-
fort with such a scientist might lead
to some interesting new approaches to
determining in a more rigorous fash-
ion where my field crews’ efforts might
best be spent in the search for new fos-
sil localities. Luckily for me, just such
a colleague existed in the person of Dr.
Charles “Jay” Emerson from WMU’s
Department of Geography. Jay had all
the technical expertise in remote sens-
ing and GIS (geographic information

continued on page 8

T



This map of the Great Divide Basin is based on Landsat imagery and indicates areas (in red) that are predicted to yield productive localities based on
our recently published neural network model. During our July 2012 field season we will “ground truth” this model.

continued from page 7

sciences) analysis and he was keen to
come out to Wyoming to see what col-
lecting fossils was like. More impor-
tantly, he was keen to work with me on
developing a predictive model for the
location of new fossil localities. During
the summer of 2010, Jay accompanied
me and my field crew to the GDB and
collected GPS data at a series of locali-
ties, as well as some fine fossils, and
when we returned to campus in the fall
of 2010, we began to work in earnest at
developing this model.

The result of our interdisciplinary
collaborative project was an artificial
neural network (ANN) model that uti-
lized satellite imagery from Landsat 7
to characterize the spectral signature of
known productive localities in the GDB.
We essentially “trained” the ANN model
to recognize what good localities looked
like to the satellite sensor in six differ-
ent bands of electromagnetic radiation
reflected from the earth’s surface into
space.

We then asked the model to find
similar spectral signatures in other
parts of the GDB, many of which we

have never surveyed (the GDB is about
10,000km? in area: even after more than
10 field seasons, we have only surveyed
a small fraction of its area). After some
manipulation within our GIS software
and the addition of several constraints
(e.g., concerning geology and topogra-
phy), the results of our predictive model
(see image nine), where the red pixels
are the places where the model suggests
we should concentrate our surveying
and collecting efforts because they most
closely resemble our known productive
localities.

I presented our results at the Soci-
ety for Vertebrate Paleontology’s annual
meeting in Las Vegas during November
2011, and our paper was chosen as one
of only 10 “featured abstracts” at the con-
ference. This led to a series of interviews
with journal editors, science journalists,
and science bloggers and an enormous
amount of positive publicity and media
coverage of our results.

Wealso published three peer-reviewed
papers on our work. Links to our papers
and to much of the media coverage of our
work can be found at my website http://

homepages.wmich.edu/~anemone/RL
Anemone/Home html.

What does the future hold for this
project and our research? Plans are
well under way for a 2012 field season
in the GDB during the month of July
when our main goal will be to “ground-
truth” our predictive model. We plan to
intensively search several of the areas
that our model predicts have the high-
est density of high-probability places
for finding fossils (i.e., red pixels in Fig.
10).

Our neural network predictive
model is only the first step within our
larger goal of developing, applying,
and testing new approaches from the
geographic and spatial sciences to the
search for fossils.

The data that we will collect on the
ground in the GDB during the sum-
mer 2012 field season will be utilized
to improve our ability to predict where
fossils might be found. We are current-
ly working with colleagues on apply-
ing these and other approaches to the
search for Eocene fossils in Utah’s Uinta
Basin, and in the search for human fos-
sils in the Plio-Pleistocene of South
Africa, where I spent the summer 2011
field season. These are exciting times to
be a paleontologist!
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WMU Archaeologists Invade Baltimore for the Annual
Conference on Historical and Underwater Archaeology

The Battle of Baltimore held a pivotal
role in the war of 1812 as well as helped
shape the identity of America. Outside
of denoting one of the turning points
in the war, holding off the British at
Fort McHenry inspired Francis Scott
Key to write the Star Spangled Banner.
This year marks the bicentennial of this
conflict between America and the Brit-
ish and considering the historical sig-
nificance of this battle it seemed fitting
that the 45th annual Conference on
Historical and Underwater Archaeol-
ogy, hosted by the Society for Histori-
cal Archaeology (SHA), was held this
January in Baltimore.

Archaeologists from the depart-
ment jumped at the opportunity to
attend the conferences to share their
findings and learn about the latest de-
velopments. The SHA welcomed over
1300 historical and underwater archae-
ologists from around the world to share
their work, engage in current debates,
and tour the sights and sounds of this
thriving waterfront city.

Department chair LouAnn Wurst
co-chaired a symposium entitled “Bit-
ing the Hand that Feeds: Capitalism in
the Countryside” in which she, WMU
alumnus Dustin Conklin, and Mark
Hoock presented papers examin-
ing how agrarian capitalism has been
viewed and defined.

Current WMU student Andrew
Robinson and WMU alumnus An-
drew Beaupre co-chaired a sympo-
sium paying tribute to an archaeologist
from Michigan entitled “Archaeology
in Michigan: Papers in Memoriam of
Charles Rinehart” Along with their
respective papers, this symposium in-
cluded a paper written by WMU grad-
uate student Jan Kerr and read by fel-
low student Emily Powell.

Dr. Nassaney, ending his term as
Secretary of the organization, presented
a poster discussing racial issues within
the organization and the field itself. Al-
ways aware of how his work affects the
greater public, Dr. Nassaney strives at

teaching students and colleagues alike
how to be culturally sensitive and more
inclusive when conducting the history
and archaeology of others. Dr. Terrance
Martin (M.A., ’86), chair of Anthropol-
ogy at the Illinois State Museum, con-
tributed multiple papers on the usage
of animal bones including one entitled
“Fur Trapping and its Zooarchaeologi-
cal Signature: An Example from the
Midwest.”

Also in attendance from WMU
were Stephen Damm, Erica D’Elia,
Catherine Davis, and Jayne Godfrey,
whose photographs from her field sea-
son on the Finger Lakes National For-
est Archaeological Project adorn two
pages in the SHA sanctioned 2012 cal-
endar. Gracing the month of March is a
photo taken at Fort St. Joseph by alum-
nus Jessica Hughes (B.A., ’10), now
studying archaeology at the University
of Cincinnati.

An SHA conference would not be
complete without tours of the host city.
Archaeologists, given a backstage pass,
visited numerous places around the
state of Maryland with local research-
ers. Some tours included the capitol
of Annapolis, historic Mary’s City, the
Monocacy National Civil War Battle-
field, Frederick Douglas boyhood
home, and the Smithsonian Institu-

tion’s Natural History Museum. We
made sure to attend the Public Ar-
chaeology Expo at Fort McHenry, the
birthplace of our national anthem and
a critical site during the War of 1812.
The Expo featured a variety of displays
on local community service learning
endeavors, including posters and inter-
active activities.

The SHA in Baltimore did more
than inform the field of current pro-
grams and digs. There was much net-
working for students, new technology
to sample, and books on hand for sale.
Of course, pub-crawling through local
watering holes was a must, especially
Max’s Taphouse in the historic Fell’s
Point neighborhood, with 140 rotat-
ing drafts, five hand-pumped cask ales,
and a collection of 1,200 bottled beers
in stock!

Overall, these conferences are im-
portant in maintaining communica-
tion in the field of archaeology for stu-
dents, professors, and professionals in
this line of work. In the end, the SHA
helps all of us to get motivated to jump
back into our research with fresh ideas.
Next year the SHA conference will be
held in Leister, England, and you can
bet we will be there to represent WMU
and the work were doing to help recon-
struct the past.



El Sol Students Get a Firsthand Look at Anthropology

On a sunny March afternoon, 45 third
grade students from the local elemen-
tary school El Sol visited Western
Michigan University’s Anthropology
Department. Their main destination
on campus was the Department’s newly
renovated archaeology lab, where they
learned about what anthropology and
archaeology is, the kinds of work that
anthropologists and archaeologists do,
and even tried some out themselves!
For two hours, the 8-9 year olds par-
ticipated in a series of rotating activi-
ties that aimed to showcase department
highlights—the new hallway mural,
archaeology labs, and important ar-
chaeological and ethnographic collec-
tions—to inspire critical reflection on
the construction of social and historical
knowledge. Utilizing their own curios-
ity and observation skills, children ana-
lyzed anthropological practices and how
they tell stories of human experiences.
They also considered how material cul-
ture embodies these stories and how ar-
chaeologists interpret data to create his-
torical knowledge. Students witnessed a

functioning archaeology lab complete
with archaeology student volunteers as
they asked questions, hunted for arti-
facts, washed faunal remains, and com-
pared pottery from different periods of
Michigan history.

After an afternoon of construct-
ing and deconstructing stories, “recon-
structing” ceramics, selecting subjects
to interview, identifying objects, and

listening to samples of Inuit throat sing-
ing, El Sol’s third grade class left un-
derstanding that anthropologists study
people and gained an appreciation that
archaeology is a messy but fun investi-
gative process. Students exited to shouts
of “We love anthropology!” and teachers
vowed to return next year. El Sols visit
is a promising indication of future out-
reach opportunities for the department.




The 36th Annual Western Michigan

University Archaeological Field School

This past summer, WMU’s archaeo-
logical field school stormed into Niles
for the ninth season of investigations
at Fort St. Joseph, the site of an 18th-
century French mission, garrison and
trading post. A diverse, multi-ethnic
community of fur traders, priests, mi-
litia, Native women, and their métis
children inhabited the fort for nearly a
century. The fort played a major role in
the fur trade where goods such as cloth,
guns, metal tools, and kettles were ex-
changed with the local Potawatomi and
Miami groups. It eventually fell into
the hands of the British, and briefly
the Spanish, before its abandonment in
1781.

The Fort St. Joseph Archaeologi-
cal Project was established in 1998 by
Dr. Michael Nassaney and works in
conjunction with Western Michigan
University’s annual archaeological field
school, the City of Niles, and the Fort

St. Joseph Museum in order to excavate
and interpret the remains of the fort as
well as educate and engage the public
about its place within the context of
French colonialism and the history of
the western Great Lakes. Since 2002,
public outreach has been a major goal
of the project.

Dr. Nassaney led the 2011 archaeo-
logical field school students in the exca-
vation of artifacts and features associat-
ed with the 18th-century fort. Ongoing
investigation and research focuses on
how social identities were actively cre-
ated and negotiated and how the pro-
cess of colonialism impacted the iden-
tities of both the Native Americans and
the French.

Each year, the Project seeks to ex-
pand on previous investigations toward
understanding how the diverse people
who lived and worked at Fort St. Joseph
actively negotiated their lives within
the context of colonial encounters and
how they expressed new cultural iden-

tities in a vastly changing world. Ar-
chaeologists work to situate the history
of the fort within the larger contexts of
the fur trade and cultural encounters
on the colonial frontier.

Over 30 individuals comprised the
student, staff, and volunteer workforce
who labored at Fort St. Joseph this sum-
mer. Excavation units were placed near
known features in order to increase our
understanding of building construc-
tion techniques, site activities, and spa-
tial arrangements. Several new features
were identified during the 2011 season
including a fireplace, a deep pit filled
with fur trade-era artifacts, and a small
concentration of Native American pot-
tery associated with ash and charcoal
deposits.

One of the most exciting finds of
the season was a lead cloth seal. It was
remarkably well preserved with “B” fol-
lowed by a fleur de lis and letters spelling
out “ORAINE DE LILLE” still visible
on the front. This has been interpreted
as “Bureau Foraine de Lille,” which was
an 18th-century taxing authority in a
region of France well-known for cloth
production. Other excavation units
yielded artifacts relating to subsistence,
architecture, adornment, and religious
activities that complement the previous
collection and add to the ongoing anal-
ysis of cultural continuity and change
on the colonial frontier.

Public outreach and education ef-
forts serve to disseminate information
about the Project and site history to
the public, and to involve them in the
excavations. Middle school students,
life-long learners, and educators were
invited to participate in the program
through week-long summer camps
geared towards learning about French
colonialism, Fort St. Joseph, excavation
techniques, and material culture.

These programs were widely suc-

continued on page 12
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cessful, enrolling over 35 students dur-
ing the field season. Building on the
success of previous years, a four-part
lecture series was held at the Niles Dis-
trict Library, which brought together
historians and archaeologists to present
talks focused on the year’s theme of the
fur trade. The season culminated in a
two-day open house event, also focused
on the fur trade, held on site in Niles,
which drew nearly 2,000 visitors. The
event consisted of presentations, his-
torical interpreters, historians, and ar-
chaeologists who gathered together to
share their knowledge of Fort St. Joseph
and the fur trade with visitors from the
Niles community and beyond.

The event also gave the public the
opportunity to speak with student
archaeologists who were eager to an-
swer questions and share what they
had learned about the fort through the

summer’s excavation. The event con-
tinues to be a huge success and draws
first-time, as well as returning, visitors.
The 2012 open house will be held Au-
gust 11-12 and will examine the Fort St.
Joseph militia.

In February 2011, the Fort St. Jo-
seph Archaeological Project entered
the Archaeological Institute of Amer-
icas worldwide Online Excavation
Outreach Contest. Fort St. Joseph took
first place with over 3,000 votes beating
similar outreach projects in the Medi-
terranean, South America, and the
United States.

The Project’s vast network of com-
munity support undoubtedly helped
cement its victory. The 2011 season
saw the inception of an online blog
on which the student archaeologists
shared their experiences with people
around the world. Over 3,500 visitors
have viewed the site (www.fortstjosep-
harchaeology.blogspot.com) to keep
abreast of current developments.

In April 2011, the project received a
grant from Digital Antiquity to upload
site data to the Digital Archaeology Re-
cord (tDAR.) This will allow the artifact
catalog and associated materials and
publications to be stored in digital format
and shared with members of the archaeo-
logical community. Data from the first
decade of work at Fort St. Joseph is acces-
sible at http://www.tdar.org/.

Archaeological investigations and
analysis will be continued at Fort St. Jo-
seph to increase our understanding of the
site and its situation within colonial fron-
tiers, and to continue to break down the
colonialist paradigm that has informed
interpretations in past decades. Events
such as the lecture series, blog, summer
camps, and Open House help the project
reach its goals of community outreach
and education and fulfill the desire of the
public to be informed and involved in the
unearthing of their history.




WMU Now Offering Virtual Lectures on
Fort St. Joseph Archaeology Programs

Thanks to the initiative of one of our
graduating seniors and incoming grad-
uate students, Alexander Brand, the
Fort St. Joseph Archaeological Project
(FSJAP) is now offering virtual lectures
discussing the progress and history of
excavation of an 18th-century French
fort in Niles, Mich. Fort St. Joseph is
one of the oldest European settlements
in the western Great Lakes Region
and was occupied by the French, Brit-
ish, Spanish and Native Americans for
nearly a century (1691-1781).

After a decade of excavation led
by Dr. Michael Nassaney, the FSJAP
is expanding its public outreach ef-
forts to future archaeologists through
new technologies and software.
The FSJAP is now offering virtual lec-
tures utilizing the free software Skype.
The participants in this virtual lecture
must download this free software and
create an account and have access to a
webcam, the Internet, and a projection
area where the lecture can be viewed.

Skype enables the FSJAP to share
PowerPoint presentations, display im-
ages of authentic artifacts, and enter-
tain face-to-face discussion between
participants and students, while allow-
ing the public to enter our lab where
post-fieldwork analysis takes place on

a weekly basis. This virtual lecture pro-
gram is offered at no costs for the par-
ticipants, utilizing the free software and
technologies currently available. Also,
this can take place in any classroom
with a projector and webcam, so no
permissions slips are needed, in most
cases, for this virtual field trip.

This program is specifically de-
signed to educate students, from grades
three through 12, about what archae-
ology is, the history of the French fur
trade in the Midwest, and the methods
involved in recovering, identifying, and
analyzing artifacts and other cultural
materials. The program will also con-
sider requests from adult groups inter-
ested in learning more about Fort St.
Joseph and its importance in our col-
lective heritage.

The lectures will be offered on a
first-come, first-served basis, with a
variety of time slots and dates available
for scheduling your virtual field trip.
The program lasts approximately 30
minutes. Alexander Brand is receiving
considerable interest in this initiative
and is currently scheduling lectures for
the fall.

The FSJAP is a collaborative part-
nership between Western Michigan
University, the City of Niles, the Fort St.

Joseph Museum, Support the Fort, and
numerous individuals and community
groups. It began in 1998 when Dr. Mi-
chael Nassaney conducted a prelimi-
nary survey, eventually locating the site
of the fort, beginning over a decade of
excavation and research. FSJ is located
in Niles, Michigan, known as the City
of Four Flags.

The ESJAP offers a variety of pub-
lic education and outreach opportu-
nities including our popular summer
archaeology camp program for adults,
students, and educators, where partici-
pants can excavate at the fort site under
the supervision of archaeologists for
a whole week. Each season the field-
work culminates in our annual open
house that has hosted over 10,000 visi-
tors over the past five years in viewing
ongoing investigations, informational
panels, artifact exhibits, and living his-
tory re-enactors who make the 18th
century come alive.

Excavation continues in 2012 as
we work to recover the past and re-
construct the history of the French fur
trade and the lives of the people of New
France. For more information about
our project, visit: http://www.wmich.
edu/fortstjoseph

2012 Fort St. Joseph Archaeological Open House:
A Colonial Militia Muster on the Eve of Revolution

This year’s open house will feature a militia muster and 18th century encampment where
visitors can see living history re-enactors demonstrate activities from life at the time of the
American Revolution. Activities available to all visitors include opportunities to hear pre-
sentations, see an archaeological dig in process, and engage in 18th century shopping, eat-
ing, games and other activities. The 2012 Fort St. Joseph Archaeological Open House
is free and open to the public!
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Fur Trade
Booklet Now
Available!

The Fort St. Joseph Archaeo-
logical Project is pleased to
announce the publication of
“The Fur Trade,” the second
issue in the Fort St. Joseph
Archaeological Project Book-
let Series. “The Fur Trade” is
a valuable resource about the
history and archaeology of the
fur trade in our local region
and in North America. The
richly illustrated text traces
broad outlines in the North
American fur trade, and fo-
cuses in on specific examples
from the Great Lakes region
and the archaeology of Fort
St. Joseph.

“Women of New France”
was the first issue in the Fort

St. Joseph Archaeological Proj-
ect Booklet Series (2011). It
looked at the roles, legal status,
and everyday lives of women
who lived in 17th- and 18th-

century New France. You can
view “Women of New France”
online by visiting http://www.
wmich.edu/fortstjoseph/. Both
booklets were made possible
by grants from the Michigan
Humanities Council, an af-
filiate of the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities. The
booklets will be available free
of charge at the Fort St. Joseph
Archaeological Project annual
Open House, August 11-12,
2012, and will be distributed
to local libraries, schools, and
community colleges, as well
as public universities across
Michigan. PDF versions of
both booklets will also be
available on our website.

Aftermath
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Most commonly when we think of Jap-
anese cuisine our thoughts turn to fish,
particularly raw fish served as sushi or
sashimi. Much less well known outside
of Japan are their rich array of sweets,
ranging from traditional wagashi—in-
tricate confectionaries beautifully pre-
pared by specialists in designs that
richly evoke the changing seasons—to
recent creations such as the chocolate
Pocky or the Purple Potato Crunky Bar.
Over the past two years I have di-
rected my long-term interests in the
cultural study of food, which has been
a principal focus of my work among
Samburu herders in Kenya, to this fas-
cinating aspect of Japanese cuisine.
This new geographical area of re-

&

search has resulted from collaborations
with Japanese scholars in the African
Studies Program at Kyoto University
who have invited me several times as
a guest to Japan over the past several
years (including as a visiting scholar
in 2010) in regard to joint work in Ke-
nya. During my stays in Japan I became
drawn (partially to the delight, and
perhaps partially to the chagrin of my
Africanist Japanese hosts) to the study
of Japanese food and culture.

Thus, in 2011, I formally began a re-
search project focusing on the charac-
teristics and varying uses of the diverse
body of Japanese sweets, and more im-
portantly attitudes and memories sur-
rounding them.

Food is an area of human life that

molds some of our most intense mem-
ories—whether in the nostalgia of a
favorite childhood food, or in a life-
long sense of revulsion in a truly awful
meal—oftentimes melding these food-
centered memories with experiences
far outside the culinary realm, whether
in intimate family relationship, broad
level political and social changes, or a
host of other arenas. In interviewing a
diverse range of Japanese about their
experiences with sweets covering a
time period from before World War 1I
to the present, I aim to learn not only
about the fascinating world of Japanese
sweets but to use these memories of
sweets as a novel window into broad
changes in Japanese life.

&

Gender, Sexuality, and the Body Lecture Series

This year, the Department of Anthro-
pology hosted a lecture series entitled,
“Gender, Sexuality, and the Body”
Three internationally renowned experts
on the subject came to campus and pre-
sented their research findings. The Se-
ries kicked off in October with a visit
by archaeologist Dr. K. Anne Pyburn of
Indiana University at Bloomington. Py-
burn met with faculty and students and
discussed her work on gender among
the ancient Maya.

In December, Dr. Anne Fausto-Ster-
ling, the Nancy Duke Lewis Professor

P

of Biology and Gender Studies in the
Department of Molecular and Cell Bi-
ology and Biochemistry at Brown Uni-
versity, discussed her award-winning
work on gender and sexuality, focusing
particularly on the ways in which hu-
mans internalize their gendered identi-
ties.

She also met with local pediatricians
in the Kalamazoo area and members
of the newly formed WMU Medical
School. Her visit with the pediatricians
highlighted anthropology’s central role
in contributing to understandings of

the fundamental entanglement of biol-
ogy and culture.

Finally, Dr. Don Kulick, professor
of Comparative Human Development
at the University of Chicago, presented
a lecture on sexual accessibility among
disabled persons in Sweden and Den-
mark. He challenged the audience to
think about human rights, entitle-
ments, and social justice in varying cul-
tural contexts. All of the presenters
were well received and generated con-
siderable intellectual energy among
faculty and students.



Faculty News

Jackie Eng was awarded two grants,
WMU’s Faculty Research and Creative
Activities Award and the American As-
sociation of Physical Anthropologists
(AAPA) Professional Development
Grant, which helped fund her bioar-
chaeological research into activity- and
health-related changes among ancient
Mongolian burial populations this past
summer 2011. The latter grant sup-
ported the travel of an undergraduate
student assistant, Andrew Baker, who
assisted in capturing 3D laser scans of
bones, as well as conducting his own
independent research of the correlation
between two dental markers of stress.
Her work in Nepal was featured on a
National Geographic Special, “Cave
People of the Himalaya,” which pre-
miered on PBS on February 15 and can

continued on page 17
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be viewed online (http://www.pbs.org/
programs/cave-people-himalaya/).
The PBS special highlighted research
she has been conducted over the past
two years, investigating the health, diet,
and mortuary rituals of ancient people
settling and adapting to the high alti-
tudes of the Himalayan valleys.

Sarah Hill was invited by the Kalam-
azoo Public Library to give a talk in
March on the realities of modern Mex-
ico. The talk was part of the community
events surrounding Luis Alberto Ur-
reas “Into the Beautiful North,” which
was selected as the Library’s 2012 com-
munity read. Because the situation in
Mexico is still too unstable for research,
Sarah will continue her work in Santi-
ago de Cuba this summer, hoping to

Faculty News

collect enough resources on Cuban re-
cycling practices to finish a short book
on Cuban material culture in the con-
text of rapid economic change.

Michael Nassaney directed the depart-
ment’s 36th annual archaeological field
school at the 18th-century site of Fort
St. Joseph in Niles, Mich. His research
on public outreach was supported by
grants from the Michigan Humanities
Council and the Center for Digital An-
tiquity. He recently published a chap-
ter on archaeology and community
service learning in the “Oxford Hand-
book of Public Archaeology” (2012).
He continues to edit the highly success-
ful series “The American Experience in
Archaeological Perspective” (Univer-
sity Press of Florida) and co-authored

(with Rachel Juen, 2012) “The Fur
Trade,” the second issue in the Fort St.
Joseph Archaeological Project booklet
series. Michael just completed his sec-
ond three-year term as secretary of the
Society for Historical Archaeology, the
world’s largest organization devoted to
the study of the recent past.

Laura Spielvogel continues to work on
her web-based, role-playing game, “A
Marriage of Cultures” Her recent fel-
lowship at the Kauffman Foundation
pushed her research in a new direc-
tion as she is now developing a wiz-
ard to allow any instructor to create
his or her own simulation in five sim-
ple steps. She also had a piece of cre-
ative nonfiction published in the online
journal Freerange Nonfiction.

continued on page 17
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Bilinda Straight and colleagues com-
pleted data collection this academic
year for their National Science Foun-
dation project on inter-community vi-
olence and health in northern Kenya
(in collaboration with the University of
Arizona). The project has been desig-
nated a “NSF Highlights” project, with
results to circulate to Congress, federal
and state policy makers, business and
industry, and the general public.

Kristina Wirtz co-edited a special is-
sue of the Journal of Linguistic Anthro-
pology on “Racializing Discourses” in
August 2011. She also received a Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities
Summer Stipend Award for 2012.

LouAnn Wurst has continued her re-
search on the capitalist transformations
in agriculture focusing on the Finger
Lakes National Forest in New York.
She published an article titled “Hid-
den Boundaries: Theory, Ideology and
Archaeological Identity” in an edited
volume on Ideologies in Archaeology.
Waurst has also had a busy conference
year: she co-organized and presented
a paper in a session on the social rele-
vance of archaeology for the American
Anthropological Association meetings;
co-organized and introduced a ses-
sion on Capitalism and Agriculture for
the Society for Historical Archaeology
meetings; will co-author two papers
for a session on Marxist Archaeology
at the Society for American Archaeolo-
gy conference; and will present a paper
on Historical Archaeology for a sym-
posium on the philosophy of internal
relations held in conjunction with the
Historical Materialism conference.

Current and Former
Student Activities

Andrew Baker (B.A., ’11) was award-
ed a renewal of the College of Arts and

Sciences Undergraduate Research and
Creative Activities Award with Dr. Eng
as his faculty sponsor. He used these
funds to support his travel and pre-
sentation of his findings at the 18th
Annual Meeting of the Midwest Bio-
archaeology and Forensic Anthropol-
ogy Association. He also talked about
his research at a department Brown Bag
lunch in November, and in December
collected new comparative 3D data at
the Cleveland Museum of Natural His-
tory, which will be used in continuing
research projects with Dr. Eng. Andrew
graduated in the fall and will begin
graduate school at Purdue University
next fall with funding from a teaching
assistantship.

Rory Becker (M.A., ’04) earned his
Ph.D. from the University of Wyoming
in 2010 while working for cultural re-
source management firms and federal
agencies in Wyoming. His dissertation
focused on the use of remote sensing
techniques to locate Rocky Mountain
rendezvous sites. He has joined the fac-
ulty at Eastern Oregon University in La
Grande where he is pleased to be in a
tenure-track position.

Amanda Brooks (M.A., ’10) recently
accepted an Archaeologist 1 position
at Grave Creek Mound Archaeological
Complex in Moundsville, W. Va. She
will be helping initiate a collections
management program for over 10 years
of backlogged artifacts from the site,
exactly what she was preparing for in
graduate school.

Michaella Mukasa-Clark (B.A., ’11)
has accepted a position teaching Eng-
lish in China for E.E English First.

Kristen Krueger (M.A.) completed
her Ph.D. in Biological Anthropol-
ogy at the University of Arkansas and
begins a tenure-track job in the De-
partment of Anthropology at Loyola
University in Chicago in the fall

Amanda Messer (B.A., ’12) presented
the results of her recent research proj-
ect in a poster on “Lead Shot from Fort
St. Joseph” at the annual meeting of the
Michigan Academy of Science, Arts,
and Letters in spring 2012.

Dan Sayers (B.A., 95, M.A,, ’99) was
among the first cohort in the new doc-
toral program in historical archaeol-
ogy at the College of William and Mary
in the fall of 2001 and he received his
Ph.D,, the first one granted by the De-
partment of Anthropology, in May 2008.
His dissertation work focused on the Af-
rican American maroon and other dia-
sporic communities that formed in the
Great Dismal Swamp in North Carolina
and Virginia between ca. 1600-1860. He
joined the faculty of the Department of
Anthropology at American University
in Washington, D.C. in the fall of 2008
where he has continued his Great Dismal
Swamp work through annual summer
field schools and year-round laboratory
analysis. With the help of a substantial
National Endowment for the Humanities
“We the People” Collaborative grant he
received in 2010, Dan has brought Amer-
ican University masters and doctoral
students into the Great Dismal Swamp
project as well as colleagues from a vari-
ety of universities around the country. He
is currently finishing a manuscript on his
Dismal Swamp work for the University
Press of Florida.

James Webber (B.A., ’10) participated
in the 2010 archaeological field school
and is now enrolled in the anthropol-
ogy doctoral program at the University
of Arizona, one of the largest depart-
ments in the country. Stimulated by his
barefoot running, his research focuses
on the big question of why we ever de-
veloped a heel and other issues related
to bipedal locomotion. He has been re-
cruiting the runners through the psy-
chology department for a related study
that examines the mental effects of
barefoot running.



2011-12 Department of Anthropology Awards

The Department was pleased to welcome
Kenneth R. Pott as the recipient of the
2011 Department of Anthropology Dis-
tinguished Alumni Award. Ken holds
B.A. and M.A. degrees in anthropology
from Western Michigan University with
an emphasis on the study of maritime
cultures. During his academic and pro-
fessional careers Ken has worked on mar-
itime archaeological sites in Texas, Maine,
East Africa and the Great Lakes region.
From 1981-2000 he held the position of
curator at the Michigan Maritime Muse-
um, South Haven, Mich. In May of 2000
he was appointed executive director of

The most prestigious honor an undergradu-
ate student can be awarded at WMU, it is
awarded to a single graduating senior in
each department every year. Presidential
Scholars are determined by the department
faculty.

Bryan L. Bommersbach

Bryan L. Bommersbach

Catherine Davis
Sarah Nemire
Brandon Soderman

This scholarship was created in 2010 to
commemorate the 35th anniversary of
the WMU archaeological field school
and to honor Dr. William M. Cremin
who co-founded the program in 1976.
The scholarship assists students in de-
fraying the costs associated with attend-
ing the archaeological field school. The
winners of $500 scholarships are:

Jordan Wojdula
Amber DePree

The Heritage Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter at St. Joseph, Mich. Ken has served on
working committees of the National Trust
for Historic Preservation, the Council of
American Maritime Museums, the So-
ciety of Professional Archaeologists, the
Board of Directors of the Michigan Mu-
seums Association, and as president of
the Historical Society of Michigan. He is
currently active as a member of the Steer-
ing Committee of the Michigan Port Col-
laborative. On June 1, 2011 Ken began his
new position as executive director of the
Tri-Cities Historical Museum in Grand
Haven, Mich.

Awarded annually to one or more gradu-
ating seniors or graduate students in an-
thropology who demonstrate outstanding
ability and promise for the future. Win-
ners of the award are determined by the
faculty of the Department of Anthropol-
ogy. The award was established in hon-
or of Robert E. Maher who taught at the
University for 30 years, and who was the
founder and first chair of the Department
of Anthropology.

Andrew Baker
Autumn Shroyer

Established in 2009, the Maher Travel
Grant provides funds to support under-
graduate and graduate anthropology stu-
dents traveling to conferences to present
professional papers or posters. This year,
Travel Awards were given to:

Mark Hoock
Amanda Messer

Catherine Davis
Rachel Nichols
Brandon Soderman

Amanda Messer

Andrew Baker
Bryan Bommersbach
Jason Toorenaar
Cathrine Davis

Winner: Teresa Marin
First runner-up: Roxana Gamble
Second runner-up: Shannon Thompson

Graduate College
Awards

Ian Kerr

Erica D’Elia

Faculty Awards

Robert Anemone



Department of Anthropology
Western Michigan University
1005 Moore Hall

Kalamazoo, Ml 49008-5306

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Nonprofit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Kalamazoo, Ml
Permit #478

Yes, | want to support the WMU Department of Anthropology!

I wish to contribute to the further success of Western
Michigan University’s Department of Anthropology.

Your gift is important to our campus community.
Your gift will benefit new opportunities to enhance
the department’s teaching or research efforts or will
assist students in achieving their educational and
professional goals.

Your contribution will be processed through our

WMU Foundation, and forwarded to the designated
department.

Give electronically here.

Please accept my gift in the amount of:
__ Check payable to WMU Foundation
(please designate Department of Anthropology on
memo line)
_ Credit card (check one)
____ Mastercard __ Visa

Account #:

Expiration date:

Three-digit code:

Signature (required):
__Flectronic Funds Transfer (instructions will follow)

Please mail this completed form, along with your gift to:
Western Michigan University
WMU Foundation Office
1903 W. Michigan Avenue
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5403


https://secure.touchnet.net/C21782_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=311&SINGLESTORE=true

	Participant/Observer vol. 5. no. 1 Spring 2012
	WMU ScholarWorks Citation

	tmp.1359059946.pdf.aIAVV

