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DEPARTMENT 0F SOCIoLocY NEI^ISLETTER I,IESTERN MICIIIGAIq UNIVERSITY

" No. 9 February 22, L973

KERCHER STARTS ON TRAIL OF AFRICAN CRIME

IIow do you understand causes of criminal behavior, when the concepts of.
crime used ín the legal system are largely foreign to Ehose of índigenous group
norms? This is one of many quesEions Leonard Kercher has been considering as
he prepares for fr¡rEher research on East African crime

African conceptions of deviance emphasize Che threaE of disturbing the
balance in socÍal grpups, and t,he need to compensate victims of criminal
acts. ResEiEuË,íon, expíation of gui1t, and reinstit,ut.ion of wholeness in the
grouP are key consideraÈions. In contrasE is the British Fystem of justice which
conceives;'of crime as a challenþe to the abstraçt noEion of socieEy. One of
the difficulties of understanding crime in Africa'is perceiving the complex
inËerrelat,ionships of different cultural ídeas, European qnd Afrícan, combined
in Ehe legal code.

rrsocio-cultr¡ral Eactors in Criminal Deviancy in East Africa Near the Close
of the Colonial Erarr was the Eopic of a paper Leoirard recenÈly gave aE Ehe
annual meeting of Ehe African Studies Association in Phlladelphia. Highlights .

from this paper uere also presented Ëo a February 7'l¡rncheon meeË,ing sponsored
by I,,Iesternrs Inst,itute of Internat,ional and Area Studies.

Differing concept,íons embodied in the legal syst,ems of East Africa v¡as
jusE one of many topics Leonard touched on in hís consíderation of SociorculÈura1
factors in African crime. Among other key factors he díscussed were t.hose of
inEerpersonal sEress, inËergroup conflicË, rapíd socÍaT change, urbanization,
and the weakeníng of agencíes of social conErol.

IÈ has been suggested thaÉ Ehere may be ímporEanÈ. thlngs which Americans
mighE learn from Africans in the area of penology. For example, prisons have
a very strong philosophy of reeducaÈíon in East Africa, and rates of recidívism
are rePorÈed to be extremely low. These are among the poínts whi-ch Leonard
hopes Èo study more systemat,ically than has been done in the pasE.

Last week Leonard left for England, where he will spend four months studying
the colonial backgrounds of East African sysEems of crime a4d punishmenE, He
will giye special at,Èent.ion Eo correcLions procedures, includÍng parole and
afEer-care as well as the prison sysEem. MosE of hís work r¿i1l be iq f-ibraries
at London and Oxford"

NexË fall Leonard plans Ëo visit EasE Africa for further st.udy of their
correct,ions sysEems. IIe has previously visiEed there in 1960-61, 1965 and 1968.
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SOCIOLOGISTS IIDOING SOCIOLOGYI'?

"Doing Sociology: Tnquiry Teaching, AcÉíonrtwi11 be the general theme for
the North Central Sociological Association meeting aE CíncinnaEi, Ohio,
May 10-12.

There will be 23 differenE sections or panels, including five panels
related to Ë,he main theme. Jerry Manis is general program chairperson, and
Dave Chaplín is chairperson of the section on comparative and historícal
sociology.

MADNESS IN OIJR METHODS

Persons concerned with methods are in
various courses fit together. Paul I^Iienir

WaLizer reports an example of current
individualization of SEaE I Ehis semester.
semester on the success of this approach.

REMEMBER CES:

the process of a reevaluation of how
is leading in this reconsiderat.ion.

changes in the methods area in hís
He will report at the end of the

Faculty and Graduate Students are reminded of the availability of the
facilities and services of the CenEer for Educational Studies. The Center is
sPonsored by trlesEern and Ehe Grand Rapids ?ublic Schools. Its mission is to
facilitate research in t,he area of public educaE.ion. The Center also has funds
available to suPPorE. projecEs requiring more Ehan the usual Ëransportation,
secret,ary, keypunchíng, materials, etc. Costs provided to projects Ehrough
the Center. For information, see Charlie Keely, Jim Bosco in Teacher Education,
or Al McEvoy.

IRI^IIN TAKES ON HORTON

Richard D" Irwin, Inc", has publíshed as one of its Prograr¡med Learning
Aids series, a Basic Principles of Ehe Social Sciences, by Paul B. Horton,
Robert L. Horton, Joseph Olson, Keith Fabian, Gerald Sicard, and Larry
Winebrenner. The last. four scholars are members of the faculty of Miami Dade
Junior Co1Lege. They contributed the introduct.ory section and the sections
on economics and political science.

I^IESTERN TO HOST CONFERENCE ON CHILE AND PERU

ItChile and Peru: Two Paths Eo Social Justicetf is the theme of a conference
to be held at lrlestern on March 29-30. Plans for the conference r¡rere recently
announced by Leila Bradfield, Chairman of the LaLin American CommitCee.

Visiting sociologists who will give main presentations at this conference
include lrlilliam Foote l,thyte and Linda McEwen. l'Ihyte, of Cornell University,
will discuss rThe Peruvian Paradox--Military Rule and ?opular Participation.rr
McEwen, of Inlayne SEate, will preseriE "The Road to Socialism in Chile: Forces
in Opposition to Struct.ural Change"rl

MeeEings will begin on Thursday morning, March 29, and last Ehrough Friday
afEernoon.
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JACKSON TO COME

Jacqueline Jackson, Associate Professor of Medical Sociology in the
Department, of PsychiaEry, Duke UniversiÈy, has accepted our invit.ation t.o come
Eo !ùestern as Visiting Scholar during the L973-74 school year. Dr. Jacksdnis
specialty is in gerontology.

TTIIS AND THAT

Dave Chaplin has just finished the manuscript for a book entitled, @:
A Corporq.lE:þ! RevoluEion, to be publíshed late this spring by Transaction
Books, E. P. Dutton. Dave will present. a paper onttlnternal and External
Obstacles to Family Planning in LaEin Americart in a panel on I'Future Social
Science Research on Populat,íon Policyttin the March 1973 meeting of the Inter:
national SLudies AssociaEion meeËing in New York City, He will also serve on
the Nat,ional Science FoundaEion graduaEe fellowship award cormittee in February,
His primary task this semester, however, is ediEing a symposíum entiEled,
ItThe PMS Prelude Eo the PBES Budget Rationale for Ëhe Fiscal Year L973-74"
(unpublished confídentía1 memo, hIMU-sociology Offset Press , 1-973).

Luis Lacar, Sociology GraduaEe Student., and Chester Hunt have an article
on Muslim - Christian Relationships in Ehe Philippines in the July 72 issue of
SolidariEw. Getting out this issue was the editorts 1ast. work before being
placed in prison by the Marcos regimel

Chet Hunt reporEs from his sabbatical in Mexico (address: San Jgse del
Tajo Resort, P. O. Box 31-L77, Guadalajara 5, Jalisco, Mexico): rrl have been
working rather slothfully at sociology, Spanish and golf; but today [.f"n. 3Ù
a slight earthquake set my rocking chair in motion and shook me up a bit, so
I should get inE.o gear. My first step r'Jas t.o consult the golf pro, and the rest
will follow in order.rt

A recent article by Fridey, "Problems in Comparative Criminology: Cormrenca
on the Feasibility and ImplicaËíons of Researchr" appeared in Freda Adler and
Gerhard O. I^I" Mueller, ?olitics, Críme and the Int.ernational Scene, New York:
Rothman and Co. , 1972¡ pp. 356-363. Paul Friday has recently been appointed
Co-Chairman of Membership, American Society of Criminology, 1973,

Stan Robin and Mort l^Iagenfeld presented some preEest results of Eheir NIMIT
project (rEmerging Roles of Conmunity Mental Health Workersrt) at the Cormrunity
PsychiaEry l^Iorkshop, San Juan, Puerto Rico, February 5-8.

trCourEhouse Coups dtE'tatrttun article by Jim Schellenberg about past violent
controversies over counE.y seat locat.ion, wilL be featured in the March issue of
The American tr{est magazine of the tr{esEern Hist.ory Association.

Don Bor¡¡na will compLete 23 years as a member of the six-person Michigan
Çonunitt,ee for the selection of SEaËe Fulbright-Hays scholarship winners. wiËh
the Feb. 1 selection of four Michígan scholars for Ehe 1973-74 school year in
foreign countries, Ehe state cormniEt,ees will go out of exisEence. The InstiruEe
of International Educat.ion ís institut.ing a regional selection procedure to
replace the st.aEe co¡rrnittees. Origínally appoinËed to the conunittee in 1950 by
Gov" G. Mennen l,Iilliams, Bouma has been Chairman of the selection group sínce
L952.
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