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PRESENT PATTERN INADEQUATE

School District Reorganization Examined
By Dr. Roland Strolle. Head, Department of Education
the school term has been extended.

tention on the local school district.

of or a creation of the State Legis
lature. Michigan's present Constitu
tion extends this responsibility by

formed which rives direction to the

tion 9

operation of school districts hemme

The

nationwide

concern

about

the quality of education focuses at

It is at this point that the policy is

educational program. It is here that
teachers and administrators are hir

ed, plans for buildings are conceived,
books and equipment are purchased,
the curriculum is determined, and

the goals which teachers and child

ren endeavor to achieve are estab
lished. If the local school district

fails to accomplish these tasks with
a reasonable degree of efficiency and
effectiveness, children and youth will
find themselves "short changed" ed
ucationally. The parent will not re

ceive full value for the tax dollar
spent.

As in most states, local school
districts of Michigan are a product

including as part of Article II, sec
the words :

"The legislature shall continue
a system of primary schools,
whereby every school district in
the state shall provide for the
education of its pupils without
charge for tuition."
The State Legislature, through a

series of enactments, has done much

to improve the educational programs
of the schools by such means as:
providing new types of local school
administrative organization through
reorganization, annexation and trans
fer of property from one school dis
trict to another. It has provided
financial assistance for general and
specialized education. The length of

Public education in Michigan, is

recognized as a function of the state;
hence, the proper organization and

important, because it is these units

which

administer

sponsibility for

the

State's

re

public education.

Residents of Michigan want and are

willing to pay for educational ser
vices of a high quality. In keeping

with our democratic tradition, cit

izens want and should retain control

of their own local educational pro

grams. Is this possible under the
present pattern of school district

organization ?

Where Does Michigan Stand?

During the past twenty-five years,
the people of this country have made
almost unbelievable progress in im-

Paper Research
Program Started

proving school district organization.
During this period, the number of

local units has declined from 127,244
in

1931-32 to an estimated fewer

Dr. Andreas von Koeppen of
American Box Board Company's

than 50,000 in 1957-58. In Michigan

during the same period, the number

of school districts has been reduced

Filer City plant will move into the
paper industry laboratories building
this spring. He will teach one course

inefficient school districts have dis

studies here.

from 7,000 to 2,360 as of March 18,
1959. This indicates that many weak,

and will conduct further research

appeared. Are the 2,360 local units
able to provide the educational ser

Dr. von Koeppen has his doctor

ate from the Institute of Cellulose

vices needed? An analysis of the ex
isting pattern indicates that:
545 districts have programs from

Chemistry, Darmstadt, Germany,
and has had industrial experience in
Finland, Germany and Australia.

kindergarten through grade

He came to the United States to

join the West Virginia Pulp and
Paper Company, Covington, Va.,

twelve

1,690 districts provide part of
the program
125 are closed and operate no

and has been with ABBC since last

August.

schools

Dr. Roland Strolle

It is obvious that 1,815 school dis
tricts do not provide a complete
educational program through grade
twelve.

A more intensive study of these
facts reveals that 225,000 children

Engineering technology is a new

•

or 15 per cent of our public school

enrollment, live in these 1,815 dis

tricts. Actually the 545 twelve grade
districts enroll 85 per cent of Mich

igan's public school children. It also

means that these 225,000 children

have no legal high school home. The
facilities of many of the existing

high school districts are becoming

overcrowded and more and more
of the non-residents will be excluded.

educational

needs

and

conditions. They should join then
with the high school district of their
choice or merge with other non-high
school units to provide their own
programs through grade twelve. This
might appear to be an easy solution.
Such, however, is not the case.
Opponents of redistricting, like
most adults, are prone to accept
that which has the stamp of tradi
tional respectability. Rural school
districts are fixtures in their lives.

of

buildings

will follow reorganization—
we will lose our elementary
schools.

near home.

•

Control over our schools will

be lost—we will be swallow

ed by the city folks.
• Transported children will
not be able to participate in

the full school program—
they will miss out on athlet

All non-high school districts
should launch a thorough study of
own

Centralization

• Children will spend too much
time on the bus—they will
no longer attend a school

What Is the Solution?

their

Engineering Technology

ics,

music, dramatics, and

other co-curricular activities.

An objective analysis of the facts
will reveal the fallacy of the first
three allegations. The fourth com
plaint has some validity and it would

behoove all

school

officials of re

organized areas to reappraise their

curricula and redesign their sched

ules and transportation systems to
serve better the rural youth. Many
have already demonstrated it can be

done.

School districts exist as a frame

work through which citizens can ex
press themselves in terms of the edu

Because of tradition, many citizens
do not recognize a need for change.
In addition other arguments ad

cational services needed. Michigan's

vanced are :

can not do the job. Reorganization

present pattern is not able to and

four-year curriculum for WMU stu

dents interested in technological
training. It will be available to stu

dents enrolled in two-year programs
in drafting-design, machine tool,
metallurgy and foundry, refrigera
tion and air conditioning, and elec
tricity-electronics.

Leonard Gernant, associate di
rector of field services, is the new

secretary of the Michigan Society
of Gerontology.

is a must if all children are to be

guaranteed an education through
grade twelve. If citizens are to re

tain control over education, reor

ganization is needed to strengthen
the local district. No one at the local
level has much control if the district
is weak and ineffective. What is

needed now is patient, considerate,

far-seeing, courageous leadership.
School people throughout Mich
igan should assume this leadership.
Interested citizens are anxious to as

sist in a reappraisal of the local
school district organization. This re
appraisal is essential as it is difficult

to develop the "intellectual capital"

of our country unless citizens have

a sound administrative unit through
which to express themselves.

Nearly Million in

Neatness of Little Influence

Gifts Given WMU
In Last Nine Years
In a nine-year period ending with
December, 1959, Western Michigan
University has received gifts totalling
$926,891.64.

President Paul V. Sangren report

ed to the State Board of Education

that the gifts included about 30 per
cent for scholarships.
The biggest single recipient of
gifts has been the paper technology
program, and included in the 1958

total is $168,000 given by the Louis

Calder

Foundation

of

New

Fourdrinier Paper Machine.
The annual gifts include:
1950
$19,302.63
1951
13,141.65
1952
8,522.04
1953
13,215.34
1954
46,927.70
1955
85,079.43
1956
127,359.64

219,359.64
394,119.63

$926,891.64

$22,896 for Loans

In Aid Program
The

National

Defense

fect on the grades which students

will make, Dean George G. Mallinson told the annual meeting of the

National Council on Measurements

Used in Education, meeting in At
lantic City, N. J.

Dean Mallinson, School of Grad

uate Studies, told of a testing pro
gram on this matter which he car
ried out several years ago, using four
classes in general psychology.

Through careful selection and
without their knowledge, he paired
off 122 persons in the classes to pro
duce like experiences and traits, and
then split them for testing purposes.
One group received tests which
were impeccably typed, with care
ful spacing between lines, etc. The
other group found the questions ill

placed, all single spaced, frequent

strike overs and other errors.
The difference in scores achieved

by the two tests groups was so slight
as to be negligible, said Dean Mal
linson.

York

for an addition to the paper tech
nology laboratories and equipment
auxiliary to the recently installed

1957
1958

Whether an instructor in college
types beautiful tests, or merely
throws the questions on a sheet of
paper helter skelter, has little ef

Student

Loan Fund has provided Title II

funds of $22,896 to the University.

Special consideration is to be giv
en students with superior academic
backgrounds who intend to teach in

elementary or secondary schools, and
students with superior capacity or
preparation in science, mathematics,

Faculty Asks More
Money for Library
More expenditures for library ma
terials at the University are being
urged by members of the faculty.
A study by the local chapter of the
American Association of University
Professors states that library holdings
"must be greatly enlarged to bring it

up to a university level."
''Each department should estab
lish a long-range program for build
ing up the library, taking into ac
count the probable direction of the

growth of graduate programs. This
planning should be done with the
assistance and advice of the library
staff," says the report.
In a study of seven state-control
led institutions in Michigan it was
found that Western's allocation for

Authors New Textbook
"The Practice of Collective Bar

gaining" is the title of a new text

book which was released Feb. 7 and

co-authored by Dr. Edwin F. Beal,
associate professor in the School of
Business. The book deals with the

principles and practice of collective

bargaining as they affect manage

ment, labor, government and the
public.

A new publication, Who's Who of

American

Women, lists Dr. Har-

riette Bartoo, biology; Dr. Elizabeth

Lichty, dean of women; Dr. Dorothy
McCuskey, education; Miss Dorothy

McGinnis, psycho-educational clinic;
Miss Lucille Nobbs, English; Miss
Lydia Siedschlag, art consultant, and
Miss Katherine Stokes, librarian.

total library operation is $5 per
student per year under anyone elses.
Compared with eight other state
universities, Western was again at

Miss Jean Lowrie, associate pro
fessor of librarianship, has received
her doctor of philosophy degree
from Western Reserve University,

the bottom.

Cleveland.

engineering or modern foreign lan
guages.

Two new books in geography have
been authored by Miss Marguerite
Logan, associate professor of geography. They are: Geographic Tech
niques, and Geographical Biblio
graphy of All the Major Nations of
the World.

Home-Grown Plants Keep Buildings Green
Miss Lydia Siedschlag discloses that the secret of keeping the inside of
buildings alive with growing plants is the active cooperation of professional
and amateur botanists on the campus. Dr. Harriette Bartoo and her students
make constant use of the small greenhouse attached to the Natural Science
buildings, says Miss Siedschlag, where they "slip" plants and start them for
later transfer to other buildings.

Joseph Prescott

Spring Sports

Named 'Brown1

Lecturer April 30

The influence of James Joyce on
other contemporary novelists will be
the subject of the third annual Wil
liam R. Brown Lecture on Litera

ture, the committee has decided.

They have engaged Dr. Joseph Pres
cott of Wayne University to give the
lecture April 30 in the Student Cen
ter ballroom.

Dr. Prescott, young and a witty
speaker, is already internationally
respected for his scholarly work in
Paris, England, and in this country
at Harvard, on Joyce, Virginia
Woolf, Dorothy Richardson, and
William Faulkner.

The lectures are given to honor
the recently-retired head of the Eng
lish department, whose doctoral
thesis at Harvard was on the con

temporary novel. Dr. Brown taught
various

fiction

courses at

Western

during his 39 years here, and is still

much in demand as a book reviewer.

The committee arranging for the

lecture includes Miss Mathilde Stec-

BASEBALL
*Mav

*May

1

2

Miami

Mav

4

at Wisconsin

5
8

at Wisconsin
Kent State

9

Kent

May
*Mav

*May
May
May

12

at Michigan

16

Notre Dame

*Mav

22

Ohio

*Mav

23

Ohio

30

at Notre Dame

May
June

6

Miss Thelma Anton.

Band day will be observed Sat
urday, Oct. 3.
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1

at Michigan State

9

May

25
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May
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*May
May
May

2
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6
8
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May22-23
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Paper Industry Laboratories.
Dr. Gardner Ackley, chairman of
the economics department at the
University of Michigan and a former

student of Dr. Moore, will be the
speaker for the event.
Dr. Moore has served the West

Student Center.

at Detroit

Kent State (2:00)

at Iowa

Michigan (2:00)
Miami (2:11)
Bowling Green (2:00)

at Michigan State
Alumni (1:30)

MAC (Oxford, O.)

Michigan and Marquette
at Indiana
Miami

Central Michigan
at MAC Relays (Oxford
O.)

*Denotes Mid-American

LETTER

4, at 8 in the auditorium of the

at MAC (Oxford, O.)

TRACK
May
2
May
8
May
11
May
15
May 22 -23

A Floyd W. Moore recognition
lecture, honoring the retiring head
of the economics department, will
be presented Monday evening, May

at Toledo (also Marshall 8
Bowling Green)
at Wayne State

TENNIS

*May

In May 4 Lecture

ern Michigan faculty since 1919 and
will retire at the close of the present
year. Following the talk there will
be a reception in the University

15 at Miami (also Kent State)

May 22-23

WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

!

State

GOLF

kelberg, Mrs. Georgiann Burge, Rob

ert Palmatier, Joseph McKee, and

Miami

Honor for Moore

Chapel Windows
To Be Completed
A gift of more than $3,000 from
Ralph R. Calder, architect for the
Kanley Memorial chapel and many
other campus buildings, will make
possible the completion of the 15
windows

over the

narthex of the

chapel. Already six of the windows
have been installed as memorial gifts.
An unusual feature of these win

dows is that they have been designed
by students and then created in
glass by the Willett Company of
Philadelphia.

