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LETTER

President Sangren Announces
His Retirement Next June
Dr. Paul V. Sangren has announced his retirement

as president of the University, effective with the close

of the present academic year June 30.
The University has been most fortunate in having
been guided in its first 56 years by only two men, giving
a continuity to its program and an unusual vitality to
i fc
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Dwight B. Waldo came to the campus from Northern
Michigan College to direct the institution from its be
ginning until 1936, at which time Dr. Sangren assumed
the reins of office at a period in its development when
the University had 1,800 students. It was then known
as Western State Teachers College. Through three other
names, a world war, and a tremendous boom in student

population Dr. Sangren has guided the institution to new

heights of glory and usefulness.
The University this fall has 8,303 students on its
campus, and reaches another 1,500 in its field services
work off campus. The campus area has more than

tripled, and the increase in buildings has been almost

astronomical.

All of this has come about in a manner reflecting the

highest credit upon Dr. Sangren.

8,303 Enrolled for
Fall Semester; Double
1952 Registration

Nisbet Retires
From Gerber Post
Stephen S. Nisbet, president of

the State Board of Education, con
trolling body for the University, re

Final official enrollment figures for

the fall semester of 1959 show 8,303

tires at the end of the year from his
post as vice president in charge of
public relations for the Gerber Pro
ducts Company, Fremont.
Nisbet has now served 17 years

students on the campus, an increase
of 6.4 per cent over the previous
year.

This is a 100 per cent increase since
1952, when 4,145 were registered.
At the graduate level there are 705
students, a 104 per cent increase in

on the State Board, and will com

plete his present term June 30, 1961.
Before joining Gerber in 1945 he
served as superintendent of the Fre
mont public schools for 23 years.

seven years.

By classes the undergraduate en
rollment is: freshmen 2,301, sopho
mores 1,672, juniors 1,491, seniors
1,243 and special students 891.
Ninety per cent of the students are
from Michigan, nine per cent from
other states and less than one per
cent from foreign countries.
Twenty-three per cent call Kal
amazoo County home, and other
leading counties are: Wayne 772,
Kent 382, Oakland 341, Berrien 322,
Calhoun 251, Van Buren 250, Mus
kegon 219, Allegan 208, St. Joseph
166, Ottawa 146 and Macomb 104.
There are 78 of Michigan's 83 coun
ties represented.
Enrollment by schools is : Educa
tion 2,770, Liberal Arts and Sci
ences 1,826, Business 1,258, and Ap
plied Arts and Sciences 949.

Muskegon Educators
Appreciate Program
A recent resolution of the Muske

gon County Education Association
commends the University: ". . . for
the opportunity afforded the educa
tors and students in our community
through the summer program which
was inaugurated last year. Many
people have been able to supplement
their education through the estab
lishing of a summer school.
"Desiring to keep abreast of the
educational picture we value the
additional opportunities you have
made available, and resolve to give
the program and the University our
continued support."

He will continue as a member of

the Gerber board of directors and

Stephen S. Nisbet

as a trustee of the Gerber Baby
Foods Fund.

National Geographic

Magazines Presented

Congressman Clare R. Hoffman (R-Mich.)
has presented the Dwight B. Waldo Library
with 104 volumes of the Congressonal Rec
ord, covering from the 69th through the
75th congresses, and also the Treaties of the
United States from 1955 to 1957.

Study Cooperative Venture
A major cooperative venture for
field service units of three universities

serving Grand Rapids is now being
considered in the development of a
joint classroom and office building.
Officials of the University, Mich

igan State University and the Uni
versity of Michigan are discussing
the possibilities. Over 100 field ser-

The geography department has
been recently enriched through a
gift of National Geographic Maga
zines from 1926 to the present by the
Fred Higbee family, formerly of
Grand Rapids and now of Park
Ridge, 111.
Rather than move the magazines
to their new residence, another home
was sought for and then offered for
the valuable publications by Dean
George G. Mallinson. They were
bound by the School of Graduate
Studies and then housed in the geo
graphy department as an addition to
the complete collection already in
the Dwight B. Waldo Library.
The collection was originally start
ed by Prof. Fred Higbee, now retired
from the University of Iowa, and
whose grandaughter, Miss Kay Hig
bee, is now a senior WMU student.
Homer Earl, school bus driver

coordinator, has been appointed to
the board of control of the Mich

igan Safety Conference.

vice courses were conducted during
1958-59 in which students of two or

more of the institutions were enrolled.

Two distinctive mosaic murals have been added to University buildings by outstanding
graduate art students. At the left is a colored glass creation by Mrs. Ibba Danley Glaske,

Benton Harbor, which hangs in the narthex of the Kanley Memorial chapel, and has for its

theme Proverbs 3:10-20. Above is pictured the work of Mrs. Marian Hogg Gillett, Ann Arbor,
a tile mosaic in the University Theatre and depicting the theatre from Egypt to Shakespeare.

$48,100 Given for

WMCR PROGRAMS

Band Gets 1960
Invitation for

Chicago Show

We can't run another picture this
issue of the University Marching

Band, but our hats are off to the
fine organization.
This November they appeared for
the halftime show of the Chicago
Bear-San Farncisco Fort y-N i n e r
game in the Windy City, and com
pletely captivated the crowd and
the newsmen on hand.

In addition, Director Leonard V.

Meretta and the more than 100 stu

dents were enthusiastic at the recep

tion accorded them. The bus ride,

hot chicken lunches and other items

paid for by the Bears were a great

treat.

As they left the field a verbal in
vitation to appear another year was
given Meretta, and within a week

a letter came from the Bear organ
ization confirming this.
Michigan fans of the Broncos were

disappointed in the failure of any
TV coverage in the area of the band,
but more than 90 stations across the
nation carried the halftime show and

Quarterly program guides for
the offerings of WMCR-FM
may be obtained by contacting
the station on the campus. The
high quality music and intel
lectual programs broadcast daily
offer much to the people of
this area.

Negotiations are underway to add
at least 10 volumes of the Zoological
to

the

collection

of

the

Dwight B. Waldo Library, through a
$400 gift from the junior class of last
year. These volumes are each some
five inches thick and annually ab
stract most of the world's literature

in zoology. They date from 1864,
and it is hoped to purchase the first
10 volumes through the London

offices of the Record.

The Chicago Tribune, in com
menting on the show (reportedly
the first comment they have ever
made

on

A grant of $48,100 from the Na

tional Science Foundation will per
mit the University to offer an eight-

week program in the summer of

1960 for teachers of junior high

school science.

Dean George G. Mallinson will

$400 Gift for Books
Record

NSF Summer Program

such

halftime

entertain-

went) said: "As entertainment, the
afternoon's presentation was match
less. Western Michigan University's
Bronco band lent an air of profes
sionalism to the halftime ceremonies,

countless alumni were given a fine

completing its polished performance

introduction to the band.

on schedule."

serve as the director, assisted by Dr.
William R. Brueckheimer, geography
and geology; Walter Marburger,
physics, and a chemist yet to be
named.

The grants to 40 selected persons

will include stipends of $600 each,
allowances for dependents and for
travel.

Plan Spring Theatre Train
A spring vacation theatre train to

New York, leaving Kalamazoo April
16, is being planned by the faculty

activities committee, with Dr. Zack

York as the chairman. The venture

is open to the general public, with
reservations to

be made with Dr.

York at the University Theatre.

Dr. Paul B. Horton, professor of

sociology, was recently honored by
Kent State University as one of 12
distinguished alumni from its Col
lege of Arts and Sciences.

WMU Ranks 100th in

College Teachers,
AAC Study Shows

In the origins of college and uni
versity faculty members, checked in
284 junior colleges, liberal arts col
leges, teachers' colleges and univer
sities across

the

nation,

Western

Michigan ranked 100th, according

to the Association of American Col

leges, with 1,000 schools providing
teachers for these schools.
In the calculations excluded were

BASKETBALL
Jan. 6Jan. 9Jan. 11Jan. 16Jan. 23Jan. 30-

designed to learn of the undergrad

uate sources of college faculty mem
bers.

The report states : "The Associa
tion of American Colleges has been
deeply concerned for many years
about the adequacy of the supply of
teachers . . . It is generally assumed
that for the purposes of an aggressive
program of recruitment, able teach
ers of undergraduates are in the best
possible position to present a good
case for college teaching and to urge
larger numbers of able students to
enter graduate schools with at least
this possibility in mind."

6- -Kent State at Kalamazoo

Feb.

-Loyola at Chicago, 111.

10-

Feb.

13- -Miami at Kalamazoo

Feb. 16
Feb. 20Feb. 22Feb.

24

Feb.

29-

An important personnel change
on the University campus occurred

in November, when the duties as

-Marshall at Kalamazoo
-Ohio U. at Kalamazoo

Feb.

-Washington U. at Kalamazoo
-Kent State at Kent, O.
-Loyola at Kalamazoo
-Bowling Green at B. G., O.

manager of the Campus Stores
changed from John M. Thompson to
Kenneth R. Hawkins.

Thompson came to the campus 20
years ago to head the store, replacing
the late Miss Sara Ackley. A WMU

-Valparaiso at Valparaiso, Ind.

With 34 faculty members provid

ed, Western ranked fourth in Mich
igan behind the University of Mich

igan 8th, Michigan State University
56th and Wayne State University
85th.

In a recent report to the faculty

Vice

President

Russell

H.

Seibert

said that the major sources of doc
torates for WMU faculty members
were: Michigan 24, Columbia 13,
Wisconsin 12, Ohio State 10, North
western 9, MSU 9, Illinois 8, Minne
sota, Missouri and Purdue, 7 each.
Half of the Western faculty has
been appointed since 1954, but the
two oldest members date from 1916.
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-Ohio U. at Athens, O.

3- -Toledo at Toledo

Feb.

schools in the same state as the in

stitution considered, the study being

-Bowling Green at Kalamazoo
-Washington U. at St. Louis
-Valparaiso at Kalamazoo

Campus Stores
Manager Changes

Russell A. Strong, Editor

Thompson

Hawkins

graduate, he had been a teacher and
superintendent, and then spent eight
years in business.
A former student of Thompson at
Cedar Springs, Hawkins came to
Western as a student, graduating in
1931. He taught in Sparta, Cassopolis and Flint and joined the Cam
pus Stores staff in 1947.

