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Pushing, pulling, twisting li~its some product's usefulness, study says
Certain segments of the population are being denied the use of
some products because of "tamper-resistant" and "child-proof'
packaging, according to a Western study.
"Our society has overreacted to the potential of the 'Tylenol
incident' where there were deaths due to tampering," said
Brian L. Akers, assistant investigator of the study and an
assistant professor of industrial engineering. "As a result of
that, package closures have been designed so that it's virtually
impossible for a large segment of the population-namely
elderly and handicapped persons-to have access to these
products at ali."
The study, titled "Product Packaging Difficulties of the
Handicapped and Elderly," was initiated by Barbara A. Rider,
professor of occupational therapy, who served as the principal
investigator.
She identified the problem while working with the elderly
and handicapped and decided to conduct a survey through the

Kellogg Foundation grant
focuses on strengthening
preparation of administrators

Centers for Independent Living in South Central and
Southwest Michigan. The purpose of the study was to identify
some specific packaging types that are considered the most
problematic for elderly and handicapped persons.
"The so-called 'tamper-resistant' packaging regulations
.imposed in 1970 and 1982 have prompted a vast variety of
package closure designs that have caused all of us a certain
degree of frustration in our attempts to open various
products," Rider said. "The added complication of a physical
handicap which affects manual dexterity may present an
insurmountable barrier to the use of the packaged product."
Akers said the packages that most people have trouble
opening are the same packages the eldefly and handicapped
have trouble opening. "Those are the push-and-turn tops on
aspirin containers and anti-freeze, and even the more common
containers like milk cartons and pressure-sealed products," he
said.
According to the Western study, twelve types of packages
were reported impossible to open by 87 percent of.the
handicapped respondents. These were paper cartons, pry-top
lids, canned foods, lift-and-turn caps, press-and-turn caps,
squeeze-a·n d-turn caps, dial tops, press-out tablets, pressurepacked items, center-dot bottles, safety caps, and aerosol spray
cans.

Two three-year grants totaling $263,718 have been awarded b}
the W. K. Kellogg Foundation of Battle Creek to strengthen
the preparation and selection of kindergarten through twelfth
grade school administrators.
A grant of $174,318 was awarded to Western and a grant of
$89,400 was awarded to the Michigan Institute for Educational
Management.
Those grants complement a 1986 Kellogg grant of $300,000
to the National Association of Secondary School Principals to
develop inservice programs related to administrative skills.
The grant to Western will be used by the Michigan Academy
for Principal Preparation (MAPP), headquartered at the
University. The academy, formed in 1986, is a consortium of
the Michigan Department of Education and eight state colleges
and universities which prepare school administrators. The
institutions are Wayne State, Eastern Michigan, Central
Michigan, N"orthern Michigan, Western, and Michigan State
universities, the University of Michigan, and Grand Valley
State College.
Sponsors of MAPP include the .National Association of
Secondary School Principals; the Michigan Institute for
Educational Management, the Michigan Association of
Secondary School Principals, and the Michigan Association of
Elementary and Midd1e School Principals.
Building on the national principals association model, MAPP
will use ils own assessment center to diagnose skills of persons
in administrative preparation programs with subsequent
training to improve their leadership skills as prospective
elementary and secondary school principals.
The limit on the amount of money college students can
Dr. Edgar A. Kelley, professor and chair of Western's
borrow from the federal government is higher for next year,
Department of Educational Leadership, is the project director.
but it will be tougher to qualify for those funds, according to
He noted , "The MAPP seeks a higher degree of congruence
John A. Kundel, director of the Office of Student Financial Aid
betw.een knowledge and skills included in university-based
and Scholarships.
·
preparation programs and what school leaders are expected to
Kundel said recent changes in federal law have tightened
do. "
government purse strings for student financial aid, making
The Kellogg grant will also provide partial support for
looking at nontraditional alternatives more important,
reviewing the content of preparation programs, for developing · especially for middle income families.
other measures of knowledge and skills essential for building
Western suggests several alternatives that might not
administrators, and for partnerships with schools and other
immediately come to mind in a brochure titled "Money
educational agencies in developing field-based preparation
Options."
programs for school administrators.

About 10 percent of the elderly respondents were unable to
open tab-top cans and press-and-turn medicine bottles. No one
in the non-handicapped group that was studied indicated any
of the packages were impossible to open.
In addition, the handicapped people surveyed reported
weakness, stiffness, pain, fatigue, and paralysis when trying to
open problematic packages.
"We're at the stage now where we're trying to increase the
aware'ness of the problem on the part of packagers," Akers
said. "We need to gather some more data on whether
packagers know about the forces that are required to open
their packages. We've found most packagers don't know."
Rider said her research team will be approaching major
industries in Southwest Michigan and asking them to consider
redesigning their packaging. They will also be working in
conjunction with Michigan State University 's packaging
department to redesign package types so that they are more
accessible to elderly and handicapped persons.
Although people over the age of sixty-five account for only
11 percent of the population, Rider pointed out that they use
25 percent of all over-the-counter drugs.
"In this one area alone, product manufacturers should
consider the physical and mental capabilities of this consumer
group in the packaging of their products," she said.

Friday the thirteenth turned out to
be a beautiful March day, and
students like Stephanie J. Montgomery, a freshman from Mount
Morris, found it warm enough to
shed their coats to do some "studying" in the sun. The welcome sunshine and its accompanying respite
from cold weather didn 't last long,
however. By Saturday morning, Old
Man Winter had covered this part
of the Goldsworth Valley residence
hall complex and all of campus
under a soggy blanket of wet snow.

Investigating all financial aid options a must today

• Professor's song featured in
world's largest concert
On March 19 hundreds of
thousands of school children
across America sang a tune
written by a member of the
College of Education.
The song, composed by Alfred
Balkin, professor of education
and professional development,
was used as the 1987 Music in
Our Schools Month theme song.
Titled "America the Musical, " it
was featured in a performance by
children throughout the nation
along with Grammy awardwinner Lou Rawls during the
third annual World's Largest
Concert.

Balkin also performed his song
in March on NBC's "Today"
show.
• Students participate in
national honors program
Five Western students and a total
of twenty students nationwide
have been selected by the
National Collegiate Honors
Council to participate in the
National Honor Semesters
Program.
National Honor Semesters are
intensive, field-based programs
offered annually to college honor
students by the council in
conjunction with a sponsoring
university. Western is

cosponsoring this year's program,
which is being conducted at the
Universidad de las Americas in
Puebla, Mexico.
Students are selected by the
council based on their
application essay, letters of
referral fmm advisers and faculty
members, and general academic
excellence.
• Student group lauded
For the second consecutive year,
Western's Collegiate Construction
Association has been selected as
the Outstanding Student Chapter
of the year by the Home
Builders' Institute, the
educational arm of the National

Association of Home Builders.
The group wa; selected from
sixty other student chapters
nationwide to receive the award.
Western's chapter, which is the
largest in Michigan, has received
the award for three of the last
four years.
~
• Department changes name
The Department of
Communication Arts and
Sciences has been changed to the
Department of Communication.
The name change was made to
reflect the fact that the
department no longer has a dual
purpose, given that the theatre
courses are now offered by a
separate department.

"It's becoming more and more difficult to qualify for the
traditional sources of financial assistance such as Guaranteed
Student Loans," Kundel said. "Students are going to have to
be a little more creative in seeking support for their
education."
Some of the sources suggested in the brochure include:
• Applying to be a residence hall adviser or assistant director.
Both receive free room and board on campus; assistant
directors also earn $500 per semester.
• Working through WMU's Student Employment Referral
Service to obtain an on- or off-campus job.
• Working through WMU's Professional Practice Services or
an academic department to obtain a paid career-related ·
internship.
• Contacting parents' employers, students' employers, civic
and social organizations, service clubs, and churches that
often sponsor aid for students.
• Investigating scholarship sources through a public library.
• Applying for the Reserved Officer Training Corps
Scholarship, which pays for tuition, textbooks, and educational
fees, and provides a subsistence allowance.
• Investigating the U.S. Army's "split training option," in
which students become members of the Army
Reserve/National Guard while attending college and receive a
stipend.
• Considering the Parent Loan for Undergraduate Students or
the Supplement Loan for Students. With the former, parents
must repay the loan at 12 percent interest, beginning 60 days
after the loan is disbursed. The latter applies to independent
students rather than parents.
For free copies of the brochure, those interested may call
the Office of Student Financial Aid and Scholarships at:
383-1806 in Kalamazoo; or toll-free 1-800-DIAL-WMU in
Michigan or 1-800-PLAN-WMU in Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin,
Ohio, and western New York.
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College of Health and Human Services has
long tradition of service, academic excellence
The numbers "fifty," "twenty-five," and "ten" have taken on
special meaning this year for the College of Health and
Human Services.
The college's Department of Speech Pathology and
Audiology is fifty years old, while it's Department of Blind
Rehabilitation and Mobility is twenty-five years old and its
Gerontology Program is ten years old. In addition, the college
itself has now been in existence for one decade .·
To celebrate all of those milestones, the college is staging a
year-long anniversary observance, and taking some time to
reflect on its history of service and academic excellence. The
Michigan Legislature even joined in the celebration February
24 by passing a resolution "applauding" the college and its
programs.
Though not created until 1976, the college traces its
beginning back to 1922 when occupational therapy courses
were first offered at what was then the Kalamazoo State
Hospital.
A second major period of growth began in 1936 when Dr.
Charles Van Riper came to Western 's School of Social
Education to establish a university speech clinic and develop a
curriculum in "speech correction." While working in
Kalamazoo, he became the most widely published author on
speech pathology and audiology in the world.
Today, the college has several other program units in
addition to those that are celebrating anniversaries. They are
the Department of Occupational Therapy, the School of Social
Work, the Physician Assistant Program, the Specialty Program
in Alcohol and Drug Abuse, the Specialty Program in Holistic
Health Care, and the CQncentration in Health Care
Administration in the Public Administration Program.
Van Riper set the standards of excellence and scholarship
which have become the hallmarks of all of the college's
programs. In fact, many other universities have modeled their
programs after ones designed here.
_ Employers, graduates praise Western's programs
The College of Health and Human Services' graduates are in
high demand by various agencies throughout the United
States.
"Whenever I talk with people who employ our graduates, "
Dr. William Burian, dean of the college, said, "I hear positive
comments about how well prepared our graduates are. When I
talk with graduates of our programs, I hear about their
satisfaction with their education.
"I do receive suggestions for fine-tuning our curricula," he
said, "but I have never heard a serious negative criticism. We
are good at what is fundamental to our mission. We develop
sound curricula and provide fine instruction."
Dr. Jackson Roush, B.S. '75, M.A., '76, an assistant professor
and director of clinical audiology at the University of Colorado,
heartily concurs.
"From its pioneering days under the direction of Dr. Charles
Van Riper to the present, Western has served as a model for
comprehensive academic preparation combined with first-rate
clinical training," he said. "I have always been proud of my
association with it and continue to value the personal and
professional relationships that began there."

Another graduate, Judy L. Nantau, M.A. '74, director of the
Speech, Language, Hearing Clinic at Valparaiso University and
also an assistant professor, echoed those sentiments.
"As a student at Western I grew as a person as well as a
professional; the faculty provided me with several inspiring
mentors," she said. "From my present teaching position, I
aspire to model myself after those professors I had and still
know at WMU."
College's fine reputation keeps growing
The College of Health and Human Services is recognized both
nationally and i'nternationally. In 1976 it became the first U.S.
school to formally combine the curricula of health and human
services.
In 1978 the college founded the Community Information
System for Human Services, which has served as a model
project nationally. CISHS is a nonprofit organization that
maintains an extensive data base on community conditions,
and offers technical assistance in all aspects of data collection,
analysis, and retrieval.
In addition, the college has been selected to be one of only
six allied health regional centers in the United States which
are part of a national leadership project. Also, Burian has been
elected chair of a five-member national advisory committee on
critical health policy issues. The committee was established by
the American Society of Allied Health Professions to help
guide policy for a three-year leadership enhancement initiative
in allied health education.
Departments are wideJy respected
Various departments within the college have also gained
national and international recognition.
Within the Department of Speech Pathology, Western has
received wide acclaim for its pioneering work in the treatment
of stuttering. Furthermore, the department's graduate
program was the first in Michigan to be nationally accredited.
International recognition of the department's expertise is
significant as well. Last year, for example, three of its faculty
members were invited by the Chinese government to tour
some of its social agencies, present lectures, and participate in
discussion groups.
Another tribute paid to the speech pathology and audiology
department occurred in 1985 when the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation awarded it the largest grant which it has ever
given to Western. The grant went to one of the department's
innovative training programs for students and practicing
professionals.
The University's Department of Blind Rehabilitation and
Mobility has also received numerous honors and widespread
recognition. It was one of the two original programs in the
United States which established the progression of orientation
and mobility, and rehabilitation teaching. Today the
department offers one of fifteen orientation and mobility
programs and one of four rehabilitation teaching programs in
the country.
The department, which graduates more mobility specialists
and rehabilitation teachers than any other university in the
United States, led the way in developing specialization
(Continued on page 5)

Helping is as important as preparing students

The College of Health and
Human Services is nationally
recognized for its high-quality
programs, but it is also wellknown for the many services it
provides to the public.
Indeed, part of the college's
mission statement is "to
contribute to the spectrum of
health and human services in
West Michigan, the state, and the
nation." The college is fulfilling
this mission in part by providing
community services,
disseminating·information, and
conducting research.
By utilizing the talents of its
faculty, staff, and students, the
college serves the public through
its Low Vision Clinic;
Occupational Therapy Teaching

Clinic; Language, Speech and
Hearing Clinic; and Center for
Human Services.
Within the Center for Human
Services, clients are served
through the Human Services
Mobile Clinic, Kalamazoo
Genetics Clinic, Multiclinic,
Center for Developmentally
Disabled Adults, Community
Information System for Human
Services, and Re-Entry Program
for Occupational Therapists.
The following figures show
that a substantial number of
clients received a variety of
services from the college in
1985-86, and these figures
dramatically demonstrate the
college's commitment to service.

Field work/internships
• 35,269 individual clients
served
• 90 Michigan counties/cities
served
·
• 1,455 individual clients served
by WMU clinics
• 9,905 visits by clients to WMU
clinics
Consultations
• 120 locally
• 83 regionaJly
• 54 statewide
• 28 nationaJly
• 12 internationaJly
• 343 through clinics

thewesterner
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Number of freshman applications up about 30 percent

Dressed In a traditional kimono, Takaka Fugii prepares a
display of origami (paper art) for the Foreign Study Office's
twenty-eighth annual International Night which was held April 10.
Fugii, a graduate student from Tokyo, Japan, was among the
numerous international students who helped celebrate the
special evening by creating elaborate booths and table displays
representing more than eighty-five countries. Other features of
the free event included foreign students in national dress, dance
and instrumental performances, international tea tasting, and
travel information.

Freshman applications to attend Western this fall are at their
highest level in a decade for this time of the year, according to
Stanley E. Henderson, director of admissions.
The applications are up nearly 30 percent from a year ago,
and Henderson said the increase is reflected in just about
every part of the state.
"We think a major factor is the impact of our $1 million
scholarship program," Henderson said. "That seems to be
telling students that Western is committed to quality."
The program, now in its third year, begins with the
prestigious $20,000 Medallion Scholarship, of which seven are
given each year. It is one of the largest merit scholarship
programs in American higher education.
Western's scholarship program also includes Board of
Trustees and Higher Education Incentive scholarships worth
$12,500 each, tuition scholarships worth $4,500 each,
academic scholarships worth $3,000 each, and academic
achievers awards worth $500 each. Except for the achievers
awards, all scholarships are provided over four years and are
not limited to freshmen.
"We're also doing a more assertive job of putting Western's
name before the public, prospective parents, and their
students," Henderson continued. "There's clearly an upsurge of
interest in Western.
"Another factor in the increase is that more students do
apply to more than one institution," he said. "But that is not
nearly enough of a factor to explain the upsurge we're
experiencing by itself."
In its commitment to quality, Western has been increasing

'Traditional' students becoming more 'nontraditional'
"Traditional" college students are taking more time to
complete their education and, as a result, are becoming more
"nontraditional."
"The traditional 'nontraditional' student is one who is older
and has usually been out of school for a while and is returning
with a job and a family," Stanley E. Henderson, director of the
Office of Admissions, said.
"The traditional eighteen- to twenty-two-year-old student
looks more like that kind of nontraditional student in that
they are working more and have more responsibilities that
may cause them to drop out of school or go to a community
college and then return to a university. So there is a bit of the
narrowing of the gap between traditional and nontraditional
students."
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It used to be that students attended college for four years
and then set out, with sheepskin in hand, to conquer the
world. But a recent study by the U.S. Department of Education
shows that less than half of the college graduates today receive
their degrees within the traditional four-year period.
One of the reasons for that, Henderson said, is that students
have realized that they don't have to finish their education in
four years to prove they 're bright. "Students have many
opportunities that come along-study abroad, internshipswhich aren't necessarily part of their academic program.
"The second reason, the negative reason, I think has to do
with increasing costs of higher education and the cold
monetary fact that more students are taking time to work
while they're going to school," he said.
Henderson said he finds that few parents today have a deep
concern about their sons or daughters working while going to
school during their freshman year.
"I think it's a given today that students are going to work.
That's clearly a result of the rising costs of education and
declining federal financial aid," he said. "We survey students
who choose to leave Western every year. We find that the
major reason for why they're leaving is because of finances."
With more students working their way through college,
Henderson said he has also noticed several other trends.
Today's students are increasingly tapping into courses and
services originally intended for nontraditional students, he
noted, and they are going into deeper debt than previous
generations.
_
Henderson said because of the financial problems many
students experience, universities like Western are concerned
that students may be denied a college degree.
"It really is a great concern to us-will students continue to
have the option of going on to higher education? If they have
to borrow money to get there-and we realize the job they get
when they graduate may not pay them enough so they can pay
back their loans-then they may opt out of higher education,"
Henderson said. "That would be a real national tragedy."

Dybek named one of thirteen
Michiganians of the Year
Stuart J. Dybek, professor of
English, is one of thirteen
persons selected by the Detroit
News as 1986 Michiganians of
the Year because their
achievements and contributions
have "distinguished themselves
beyond all ordinary expectations."
They were selected by the
editors of Michigan Magazine,
the News' Sunday supplement,
from suggestions by News staff
members and nominations from
"scores of readers."

Dybek was the only 1986
recipient of Western's
Distinguished Faculty Scholar
Award. Last year he received
three of the top four awards for
the short story given in the
United States.
In 1985 he was one of ten
writers in the country named the
first recipients of the Whiting
Writers Award, valued at $25,000
each.

admissions standards over the past few years. To be admitted,
students now must generally have at least a "B minus" high
school grade point average (CPA) in college-preparatory
courses. The average CPA of entering freshmen at Western is
3.0 on a scale where 4.0 equals all As. The average American
College Test (ACT) score for entering freshmen is 21 out of
a possible 30.
"We continue to look at each applicant on an individual
basis," Henderson said. "We consider such factors as the trend
of grades as students move through their high school
curricula. We look at the mix of courses, college-prep versus
non-college prep.
"Besides CPAs and ACT scores, we look at how students do
in honors courses and in advanced placement (AP) courses,"
he said. "AP courses are offered in high school for college
credit, which Western recognizes. Work in such courses means
that students are stretching themselves, striving to achieve
their full potential."
What is the best combination of courses a high school
student can take to prepare for college?
"The Presidents Council of State Colleges and Universities
recommends four years of English, four years of mathematics,
three years of physical sciences, three years of social sciences,
two years of a foreign language, two years of fine arts, and one
year of computer literacy," Henderson said.
"At Western, we look for students who approach that ideal,"
he added. "It's not a requirement. But it does mean that a
student who approaches that ideal is a better candidate for
admission to Western."

Choosing a good health club,
requires expending energy
With the onset of spring, many people begin searching for a
health club to help them get into shape. Fi,nding the right
club, however, takes some investigation.
Theresa J. Landis, coordinator of employee wellness
programs at Western, says the first thing people ought to do
when considering joining a particular club is to get a complete
tour of the facilities.
"As you're on the tour, look for signs of cleanliness," she
said. "I think cleanliness in a facility tells you a lot about the
quality of its program."
Equally important, Landis said, is to note the variety of
exercise options the club offers and whether there are different
levels of exercise. She said a full-service club will offer a
weight machine area, exercise bikes, rowing machines, and a
swimming pool.
"Maybe as you first sign up, you're only interested in an
exercise class," Landis said. "But as the months go on, you
might be looking for a variety and want to switch to a
different fitness program. Will they be able to meet those
needs?
"If you're a beginner," she added, "you'll find that as you
start to become more physically fit, you might want an
intermediate or advanced level of exercise."
Landis suggests being wary of clubs that are hesitant to give
a complete tour or let prospective members try the program
before they buy. It is important to know exactly what a
membership includes and for how long, she said.
Additionally, Landis advises prospective members to look for
clubs that are committed to the whole concept of wellness.
The better clubs are able to offer nutrition information and
weight and stress management services as well as work-out
facilities, she said.
"The more professional clubs are offering fitness testing and
assessment," Landis noted. "They look at your family and
personal history, blood pressure, and cholesterol. They're
willing to sit down with you after the testing and offer
guidelines for working on your strength, flexibility, and
endurance and set up a fitness program that meets your needs
and interests."
Because the fitness and aerobics craze swept America so
fast, Landis said it is up to each individual to determine how
well a club's instructors have been trained.
There are many types of certification, but some are far
better than others, she said. "You should ask whether the
instructors are trained in anatomy, physiology, biomechanics,
and also CPR," she explained.
Once a club has been selected, she advises beginning an
exercise program slowly. Too many people make the mistake
of wanting to get into shape in a matter of weeks and overdo
it, she said. "It takes a long time to get out of shape, so it's
going to take a while to get back into shape," she added. "So
just be patient."
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Robots getting a bad rap
because of improper use,
robotics specialist says

Above: Many Western
students like these are taking
an interest in the
emerging robotics industry.
Right: Robotics specialist
Frederick Z. Sitkins, right,
associate professor of
engineering technology, is in
the business of teaching
students. However, he contends many officials in the·
business of doing business
have yet to learn an important
lesson-when and where to
use. robots in their plants.

Medical science could reverse
trend toward sexual equal~ty
The widespread use of new technology that allows couples to
predetermine the sex of their children and alter natural birth
orders could deal a devastating blow to sexual equality by
creating a more male-dominated society, a Western expert
says.
Rec~ntly in Italy, a baby's birth marked an historical event
in modern medical. technology. The sex of the child had been
predetermined by researchers who were able to separate the
sex-carrying chromosomes in the father's sperm, isolate the
desired sex chromosome and pair it with the mother's
chromosomes.
"The technology involves artificial insemination, which is
acceptable to 50 percent of the people in this country if it
involves the husband's sperm," explained Dr. Ronald J.
Flaspohler, associate professor of natural science. "So there
really are no new ethical concerns."
However, Flaspohler, who teaches a course on biomedical
ethics in society, said the sex-determining technology has the
potential of changing the entire structure of society.
While large-scale surveys still need to be conducted, he said
preliminary surveys indicate that about 40 percent of the
couples interviewed would use the new sex-determining
technology to select the sex of their child if it were available to
them. The surveys further showed that about 85 percent of the
couples would apparently choose a son first.
Flaspohler said he believes a sudden surge of first-born
males into society could undermine much of the progress that
women have made in recent years and upset the trend toward
equalizing the powers of the sexes.
Sociologists indicate that first-born children tend to have
different qualities than children born later, and Flaspohler
argues that these differences would carry over from the family
to society.
"I don't see any way to avoid the first-born children
probably ending up in larger numbers with more responsible
positions. I think that's a questionable goal," he said.

Robots should be regarded as yet another advancement in the
industrial evolution that furthers the human effort, according
to a Western professor, rather than regarded as flawless
machinery that replaces workers.
"Of course robots have limitations,'' Frederick Z. Sitkins,
associate professor of engineering technology, said.
"But moreover, I think robots are being misapplied in the
exuberance to put this sort of technology to use. A lot of plant
officials are saying, 'We're going to have a robot put in place
here in this particular application because the boss wants one
there.' "
Recently, General Motors laid off some of its robots and
recalled some of its human workers. Sitkins said this was a
good example of how robots were placed in an inappropriate
job.
"It's rather humorous that the media picked up on this
story. The robots that GM laid off were simply misapplied. This
was a simple painting application in which they discovered
that the skilled paint sprayer could do the job quicker and
better, " he said.
There has been considerable interest and concern about
robots replacing humans in labor-intensive jobs. But Sitkins
argues that while some unskilled jobs may be lost in the
process of automating manufacturing, other positions that
require more technical knowledge are created.
"I think people misinterpret the word 'displaced'," he said.
" 'Displaced' does not mean somebody lost h is or h er job
permanently. A displaced worker is someone who has been
taken from a mundane job, in an often times toxic and
hazardous environment, and placed in a better position.
. "There are n.o documented cases of a person ever losing a
JOb to .a robot 1? the United States of America. I'll qualify that
by saymg there s a lot of people who have never been hired
because a robot has been put in place, " he added.
Sitkins said today robots have become so sophisticated, that
the rewards of automated technology outweigh the temporary
drawbacks.
"There's bee.n a.tremendous increase in the industry itself as
far as the .applicatiOns of the technology surrounding robotics.
The adaptive control robots are able to perform tasks we find
rather easy to do. They have vision, touch, and even smell
sensors," he said.
One new application of robots is in the helping professions.
"The primary interest of the robotics industry seems to be
in the health care field, where robo.t s have become the friend
of the hospital and nursing home patient " Sitkins said.
"Ro~o~s can service people who have tro~ble taking orders or
med1cme and have become a friend in these situations."
Anot~er type of a robot that is becoming increasingly
helpful Is the automated guided vehicle. "You see these robots
in ~ospital.s delivering medicine, in office buildings delivering
mail, and m assembly plants delivering parts to work stations "
he said.
'
. ~ile the n~wborn robotics industry is experiencing growth,
It Is a.lso .suffenng ~ difficult childhood. Sitkins compares the
robotics mdustry with the automobile industry in 1908. He
says currently there are more than 400 manufacturers of
robots in the world, but he believes that number will decline
as the industry consolidates and matures.
"The robotics industry is still pretty much in its infancy. It's
depressed; the market has been very flat and businesses have
had a difficult time making money," Sitkins explained. "But
they're starting to blend together and share the technology
that they 've developed individually."

Book Nook------• Life and writings of
psychoanalyst examined
Dr. Francis L. Gross, Jr.,
professor of social science, has
written a textbook that examines
the life and writings of
psychoanalyst Erik Erikson.
Called Introduction to Erik
Erikson: An Invitation to His
Thinking, the 162-page textbook
is the only popular book-length
introduction to Erikson's
writings. Gross based his book on
Erikson's literature, which
consists of ten books and
numerous articles.

• Book analyzes works of
Spanish playwright
.Dr. Carolyn J. Harris, assistant
professor of languages and
linguistics, has written a book
that analyzes the twelve dramatic
works of Antonio Gala, a
contemporary Spanish
playwright.
Titled Ef teatro de Antonio
Gala and written entirely in
Spanish, the book was published
by Editorial Zocodover of Toledo,
Spain. Harris says the book could
be a useful reference for students
of contemporary Spanish theatre
or literature.
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College of Health and Human Services celebrating anniversaries
programs in blind rehabilitation. Today, a substantial number
of the national leaders practicing in this field are~ graduates of
Western's programs.
Outstanding faculty make it all possible
In a letter recognizing the College of Health and Human
Services' anniversary celebrations, WMU President Diether
Haenicke noted that" . . . because fine scholarship emanates
from the academic environment in these programs, the
University has gained immeasurable, well-deserved stature in
the nation and in the state of Michigan, and has made a most
positive contribution to the betterment of the human
condition."
Faculty members from the college have made and continue
to make outstanding contributions to the University, their
professions, and their community. In addition, their dedication
to research and scholarly activities has increased the number
of grants and awards given to the college.
Moreover, faculty members have put the college in the
forefront among universities across the nation with their
continuing efforts to identify trends and needs, provide the
training and personnel to meet those needs, and promote
cooperation with other professionals. Numerous faculty
members, as the following sampling shows, have been singled
out for major honors and have contributed significantly to
their fields.
· • Ellen Page-Robin, professor of sociology and director of the
Gerontology Program, received a Distinguished Faculty Award

from the Association of Governing Boards.
• Barbara Hemphill, _associate professor of occupational
therapy, has written a best-seller, The Evaluative Process in
Psychiatric Occupational Therapy. It is the most frequently
used textbook in occupational therapy curricula in the United
States and has been translated into Japanese.
• Paul Ponchillia, associate professor of blind rehabilitation,
was appointed by the governor of Michigan to serve on the
Michigan Commission for the Blind.
• Courtney Stromsta, professor of speech pathology and
audiology, has written Elements of Stuttering, which has been
translated into German, Arabic, and Mandarin Chinese. Dr.
Stromsta also lectured in Egypt, China, and Japan during 1985
and 1986.
Looking toward tomorrow
Although he is justifiably proud of all that the college and his
colleagues have accomplished to date, Burian is not resting on
his laurels. Even as the College of Health and Human Services
pauses to recognize· its past accomplishments, faculty members
are engaged in implementing new programs which will better
prepare Western graduates for their careers.
The Gerontology Program and the Department of
Occupational Therapy, for example, have developed and are
administering a program to provide assistance to victims of
Alzheimer's disease and their families. Meanwhile, the
Department of Blind Rehabilitation and Mobility and the
Gerontology Program are planning a new specialty program to

(continued from page 2)
train professionals to deal with the growing elderly population
which suffers from low vision.
Burian said new programs such as those are needed because
the health care field is going through a period of dramatic
change. "Today, the delivery of health and human services is
rapidly moving away from the traditional institutional setting
and into the work place and the home, a shift largely driven
by economic considerations," he explained.
Also having an impact are scientific and technical advances,
Burian said, especially in the biological sciences. "This new
knowledge is making health and human service professionals
change the way they understand human functioning and
professional practice," he said.
Because of those and other changes, Burian said he sees
opportunities for the college in the challenges that lie ahead.
"We can retain our position of leadership in health and
human services if our curricula emphasize the searching,
learning, and deciding skills best suited to each profession and
do not focus only on specific procedures and techniques," he
said.
"Our graduates will be managers as well as practitioners,
and they must be prepared to fulfill both roles in
interdisciplinary settings. Our college has a reputation for
excellence, and I am confident we will continue to produce
professionals who are well-educated, competent, and caring."
--lJg Ann Paulson
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Three alumni charting new mathematics and ·science teaching territory
A new project geared towards intellectually advanced students
got under way in Kalamazoo this past September, and three
Western alumni were there to help make it possible.
Cynthia Addison, M.S. '70; Cameron Nichols, B.A. '71 , M.A.
'77; and John Goudie M.A. '68, SpA '75, make up the
teaching staff at the Kalamazoo Area Mathematics and Science
Center, a nationally unique program housed in a former high
school building.
All three are high school teachers in the Kalamazoo area;
Addison coming to the center from Loy Norrix High School,
Goudie from Portage Northern High School, and Nichols from
Gull Lake High School. The three have been granted a leave of
absence from their schools, and none know how long he or
she will remain at the center. The idea, explains Addison, is to
constantly circulate new teachers into the program.
The center, which is funded by The Upjohn Company, is
designed to provide intensive training in ·science 'and
mathematics to area high school students. The program is
comprised of three courses-biology, mathematics, and
integrated science-and each student must enroll in all three.
Participants attend these classes at the center five days a
week, in the course of their regular school day. Presently the
program is -open to ninth graders only, but each year for the
next three years, an additional grade level will be included up
to the twelfth grade.

These alumni, Cynthia Addison, John Goudie, and Cameron
Nichols (foreground) are enjoying the challenge and satisfaction
of teaching intellectually advanced students.
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Hands-on experience
is one facet of the
education intellectually
advanced students
receive at the
Kalamazoo Area
Mathematics and
Science Center. Currently, the center is
available only to ninth
graders. Each year for
the next three years,
however, an additional
grade level will be included up to the
twelfth grade.

The three Western graduates agree that teaching at the
center has proven to be a challenge because of the focused
concentration as well as the intellectual skills of the students
involved. All three admit that this challenge is what drew
them to the center.
"The thing that really excites me," Nichols explained, "is
what they (the students) are capable of."
Students interested in participating in the program are
required to submit an application during the school year
before their anticipated entrance date. These applications are
judged on the basis of academic achievement and citizenship.
According to Goudie, just being "smart" isn't enough; the
program calls for people who are above average in motivation
and dedication to learning. Addison echoed this assessment,
explaining that for students enrolled in the program, college is
a "given."
The facilities utilized at the center also rank above average.
The floor of the building designated for the program has been
completely renovated. The biology classrooms are stocked with
modern laboratory equipment, and the desks in the
mathematics and science classrooms are lined with personal
computers.
In addition to those 'classroom resources, the three alumni ·
say that Western has also proven to be an invaluable resource
both for themselves and for the center.
The contacts made while at Western continually open doors,
said Addison, who teaches integrated science at the center. "It
seems like each time I've been ready to make a change I've
had help from people there (at Western)," she said, referring
to her faculty contacts.

Nichols, who teaches the mathematics segment at the
center, said he was, and still is, tremendously impressed with
the teaching staff in the University's mathematics department.
"You learn how to teach by watching," he said, adding that he
has modeled much of his own teaching after Western
professors.
Goudie, director of the biology classes, also speaks favorably
of the contacts he has maintained with Western's faculty. He
said that more people should recognize the resources that are
available through the University and realize that when help is
needed, all they need to do is ask. "A lot of people don't ask
because they think that University people may not respond to
them, but they respond to them kindly here, " he said.
Goudie, in fact, is particularly familiar with Western and its
campus. He is continuing his education here, working toward
completing his doctorate. But his connection with the school
does not stop there; his doctoral thesis is a study of the old
campus school and concentrates on the leadership and
decision-making processes it used. "I've always been involved
with Western," Goudie said, admitting that he even finds
himself on campus when he goes jogging.
All three alumni are proud of the mathematics and science
center, and despite the fact that they are there for an
unspecified length of time, they are working long, hard hours
to see that the program has a smooth start. They say they are
grateful for the opportunity now at hand and feel that it has
made them more qualified teachers in their fields.
"We're charting new territory," Addison noted
enthusiastically.
-lJg Jllllrfl Rex '87
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Longtime Kalamazoo area high school teacher, coach, and
athletic administrator Scotty Wilson, right, has been named the
1987 Alumni "W" Club "man of the year." He was presented
with a plaque by Tom Saewert, president of the club, in
ceremonies before the February 21 men's basketball game.
Wilson earned three baseball/etters (1949 to 1951) as a Bronco
shortstop, then signed to play professional baseball with the St.
Louis Browns. In 1954, after serving In the military during the
Korean War, he began his teaching career. Wilson, who has
been athletic director at Portage Central High School since 1972,
has coached high school basketball, baseball, football, and track,
and has spent twenty-five years working with area youths in summer baseball and basketball programs.

Seasons end for hockey, cross country, basketball teams; several &ne performances noted
Hockey team sees playoff action
With thirteen newcomers to the 1986-87 hockey team, Coach
Bill Wilkinson and his staff weren't sure what to expect prior to
the season. The outcome, however, was one of success.
The Broncos posted a fourth consecutive winning season with
an overall record of 23-20 and, also for the fourth straight year,
qualified for Central Collegiate Hockey Association playoff action.
Finishing fifth in the CCHA with a 16-16league mark,
.
Western was forced to travel to Chicago for the first-round of the
CCHA playoffs where they beat the University of Illinois-Chicago
in a best-of-three games series (3-2 overtime, 4-6, 5-1). Then it
was on "The Road to the Joe," to Detroit and the Joe Louis
Arena for the CCHA Championship. However, the Broncos were
knocked out of the playoff action by Michigan State University in
the semifinal game, losing 6-3.
Senior defenseman Wayne Gagne was selected to the AllCCHA first team and chosen the CCHA's "player of the year" by
the league's coaches. Senior right wing Rob Bryden and
sophomore goalie Bill Hom were named to the All-CCHA second
team.
Bryden led the CCHA in goals with forty-six, a WMU season
record, and was eighth in the league with seventy-eight (46-32)
points. Bryden also set school records for power play goals in a
season with thirty-two and in a career with fifty-three.
Hom had a 19-16 record in the Bronco net and a 3.95 goals
against average. He made the most saves during the season of
any CCHA netminder with 1,103 stops.
For the. second year, Bryden and senior right wing Henry
Fung were selected to the All-CCHA academic team while junior
goalie Kevin McCaffrey was an honorable mention pick. Fung
ranked fifth on the team in scoring with 45 (20-25) points. McCaffrey had a 4-4 record with a 5.36 goals against average.
The Broncos also had the top scoring rookie of the CCHA in
center Paul Polillo who ta11ied 66 (18-48) points and the top
rookie goal scorer in center Jeff Green who had 28 goals and 56
points.

Cross country teams place well
Women's

For Coach Debbie Hunt and the women's cross country team,
the 1986 season turned out to be a pleasant surprise. Prior to
the season, the future of the squad was full of questions, but the
Broncos put an end to the doubt of their depth by winning their

third consecutive Mid-American Conference championship.
·Sophomore transfer Caroline Mullen was the individual MAC
champion. She took the first-place honor with a time of 17:26
for the 5,000-meter course in Mt. Pleasant where the league
meet was held.
Senior Maggie Lillie-Smith of Coopersville returned to action
this season after missing the 1985 campaign and captured second place with a time of 17:38. Senior Kelly Shumate of Clio
was the third Bronco runner to earn All-MAC status, finishing
seventh at 18:20.
The Broncos finished eighth at the National Collegiate
Athletic Association District IV championship meet. Mullen
was seventh with a 16:59.9 docking and qualified for the
NCAA national meet where she earned AU-American honors with
a third-place finish of 17:08.
'

Men's

Western's 1986 men's cross country team was 2-1 in dual meet
competition, shared fourth place at the Mid-American Conference
championship, and was tenth at the Central Collegiate Conference affair.
Freshman Jesse McGuire was the top newcomer to join Coach
Jack Shaw's distance program in recent memory. He earned AllMAC honors with an eighth place at that meet, and was twentyfourth at the CCC's and seventeenth at the NCAA District IV
meet.
Also running well at the MAC meet were senior John Loviska,
fifteenth; freshman Kurt Frazier, sixteenth; and junior Dan Higgason, twentieth.

Basketball squads look toward 1988

Women's

.

Coach Jim Hess's squad had a 17-10 reco~d and was third in the
Mid-American Conference (10-6), qualifying for the league's fourteam tournament for a third straight season. The Broncos lost in
the first round of tournament action.
Seniors Brenda Goldner, Tracy Wells, and Shelly Klare
became the first trio in Mid-American Conference women's
basketball history to each score 1,000 career points while playing
on the same team.
·
Guard Wells was named to the All-MAC first team after
leading the conference in assists with 236 and scoring 13.4

points per game. Wells scored 1,352 career points which ranks
fourth in WMU history. She also finished her career second in
free throw percentage (.716) and third in field goal percentage
(.458). This season, Wells set the WMU single season and career
(699) assist records. She was also named to th~ MAC Alltournament team.
Junior center Shannon Pickell was named to the All-MAC
first team as well and led the Broncos in scoring with a 14.7
norm. Pickell was the conference's top shooter at .566 and is
now Western's career leader (.530).
Klare was picked to the honorable mention .section of the AllMAC team for the second year. She was also named to the
District IV All-Academic first team and the AU-MAC Academic
honorable mention squad. She closed out her career ranked second for WMU career points (1,459) and field,goals (642), and
fourth for field goal percentage (.457), free throw percentage
(. 716), and assists (272).
Goldner became only the third player in Western history to
score 1,000 points and pull down 600 rebounds in a career. She
ranks second in field goal percentage (.492), sixth in rebounding
(691), and, eighth in scoring (1,024).

Men's

Coach Vernon Payne's squad finished the season with a 12-16 _
record and shared fifth place in the MAC with a 7-9 record. They
qualified for a third straight league tournament appearance.
Senior forward Booker James and freshman guard Billy Stanback both set Western season records and were named to 198687 Mid-American Conference honor squads.
James was the league's "player of the year," while Stanback
was picked on the MAC freshman team. Stanback, a 8.6-point
scorer, led the conference in free throw percentage with a school
record figure of .872 and also had Western's second highest
assist total with 136.
Also ranking high in various career categories were senior
guards Steve Amundson and Randy Bolden, and sophomore
front-liners Tony Baumgardt and Steve Riikonen.
Amundson shared third place for games played (106), and was
seventh for field goal percentage (.505) and ninth for assists
(172). Bolden was fifth for steals (76), and seventh for both
assists (179) and games played (101). Baumgardt moved into
fourth place for field goal accuracy (.522) and is tenth for blocks
(31), while Riikonen is tied for fourth in the latter category (47).

- - - - - - - Five talented Western athletes gain widespread recognition- - - - - - Wayne Gagne

Wayne Gagne

·

Gagne, who hails from Toronto, Ontario, was named
runner-up for the Hobey Baker Award, which is college
hockey's Heisman Trophy. He was the only Central
Collegiate Hockey Association player selected as
one of the top ten finalists. The finalists were
selected by the head coaches of all U.S. collegiate
hockey teams.
A senior, Gagne owns every WMU defenseman scoring record, four of the six CCHA defenseman records, two overall CCHA records, two National
Collegiate Athletic Association Region West records,
and six of the nine NCAA West defenseman records.
He wa5 named CCHA "player of the year" and was
asked to play this March with the Canadian National
Team in its series against the Soviet Union National
"B"Team.
For the past two consecutive seasons, WMU had
the CCHA "player ofthe year" and the Hobey Baker runner-up
in Dan Dorion and now Gagne.

Jamie Hence

With a 60-meter high hurdle time of :07.90, Hence, a sophomore from
Elkhart, Indiana, qualified for the NCAA men's indoor track championship in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma held in March.
A wide receiver on the football squad, Hence first achieved national
attention last summer by winning the.TAC junior meet, which is for
those aged nineteen and under. Then, he represented the United States
at the World Junior Championship in Athens, Greece.

Jamie Hence

Caroline Mullen

Mullen, a sophomore from South Westmeath County, Ireland,
finished second (16:31) in the 5,000-meter race at the Irish National Cross Country Championship held in Kilmackow, Ireland,
during February. This finish earned her a chance to compete in
the World Cross Country Championship in March in Warsaw,
Poland.
MuHen won the 1986 MAC individual cross country title
(17:26), finished seventh at the NCAA District IV meet (17:02.2),
and went on to gain All-America status with a third-place finish
at the NCAA national meet (17:08).

Mike Posma

A freshman defenseman from Jamestown, New York, Posma
played with the U.S. National Junior Hockey Team over the
Christmas holiday at the World Junior Championship in
Czechoslovakia.
The U.S. team finished fourth with a 4-3 record, which included a 4-2 win over the Soviet Union. The United States had
never before defeated the Soviets in World Junior play. The tournament is for players aged nineteen and under.
Posma had 43 (12-32) points this season with Western and
was the third top scoring defenseman in the CCHA.

Booker James

James, a senior basketball forward from Ft. Wayne, Indiana, was picked
as the Mid-American Conference "player of the year" for 1986-87, and
was also a first team All-MAC pick.
James was only the second player to lead the MAC in both scoring
(22.1) and rebounding (10.1) since 1977, the other being Miami's Ron
Harper. Among career Broncos, James is first for free throws (452) and
steals (185); second for points (1,743), field goals (641) and games played
(107); third for rebounds (864); and sixth for assists (213).

Caroline Mullen

Booker James

Mike Posma
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Regional gatherings planned
Atlanta

The WMU Alumni Round-Up is
scheduled for 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Friday, May 15, at the Post Canyon Clubhouse (8350 Roswell
Road). For details and reservations, contact Sandra Peel at (404)
998-5959 or Doug Watkins at
(404) 892-6964. Watch your mail
for more details on this event.

While the memory of this winter
still lingers, why not plan now to
escape from next year's winter.
The Alumni Association has
already designed a get-away plan
for you to be used from January
16 to 23, 1988.
Trusting that cruising the Caribbean sounds appealing, the
association has reserved space for
you on Celebration, the newest of
the Carnival cruise lines ships.
Joining Western graduates will
be alumni from Ball State, Bowling
Green State, Central Michigan,
Eastern Michigan, Kent ~tate,

Ohio, and Toledo universities,
sister institutions in the MidAmerican Conference.
Cabins are available on various
decks and a block of cabins have
been reserved in two categories. At
the time this issue of the
Westemer went to press, cabins
were also available in other price
ranges.
Trip prices range from $1,259 to
$1,359, and include airfare to
Miami, Florida, from almost
anywhere in the United States. For
more information, call or write the
Alumni Relations Office.

Reunion set for Class of '37
Friday, June 12, promises to be a
Fetzer Center fpr a reception and
memorable day for members of the dinner program.
1937 graduating class ot'what was
All graduates from fifty or more
then Western State Teachers
years ago are invited to join the
College.
Class of 1937 for the reunion dinReunion activities begin with
ner. Last year more than fifty
registration at 10:30 a.m. in the
Golden Associates returned to
Fetzer Business Development
· campus for this special gathering.
Center. At the noon luncheon,
The social hour begins at 5:00
returning class members will be
p.m. with dinner served at 7:00
joined by their former professors
p.m. The cost is $13.50 per peras well as by University adson. Reservations can be made usministrators.
ing the form mailed to all Golden
Fred Adams, '32, former chair of Associates or by calling the Alumni
the WMU Board of Trustees, will
Relations Office.
give his traditional "how it was and
Members of the Class of 1937
how it is" reunion address.
who have not received reservation
Following a tour of campus,
information by April 20 should
class members will return to the
contact the alumni office.
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Spedal evening scheduled
for Detroit area alumni

The seventh annual spring dinner
will be held 6:00 p.m. Friday, May
1, at the Quality Inn, Coldwater.
Western's new football coach, Al
Molde, will preview the upcoming
season for graduates in Branch
County. Kristen Bushouse, a Coldwater resident who is currently in
her first year at Western, will also
address the group.
The cost for the buffet dinner is
$13 for Alumni Association
members and $14 for
nonmembers. For more information, call the Alumni Relations Office at (616) 383-6160 or area
event chairs Terry and Bea Wilber
at (517) 278-4489.
Grand Rapids

Southern California

Grand Rapids area alumni and
friends will want to reserve Monday, June 15, for this year's golf
outing. The outing will again be
held at the Forest Hills Golf Club
on Galbraith, Southeast, just off
Cascade.
Tee time is 1:00 p.m. Members
of Western's athletic staff will be
on hand for golf and dinner.
If you're not a golfer, ~Ian to

Alumni Association
new life members
Barbara Brainard Dancu, B.S. '59, Dearborn
Darwin G. Darr, Wichita, Kansas
Matthew B. Goerss, B.S.E. '85, Fenton
David C. Hampton, B.S. '75, Long Beach,
California
Kenneth L. Hargie, B.S. '66, Kalamazoo
John Kelyman, B.S. '70, and Christine
Kelyman, Gennantown, Tennessee
Dennis C. McCrumb, B.S. ' 71, M.S.,
D.Ed. '85, Grand Rapids
Sr. Rosella Murphy, B.A. '50, M.A. '75,
Mt. Clemens
Patricia Rachilla, B.B.A. '81, Grand Haven
Ambrose Sikorski, B.S. '55, T.C. '55,
M.A. '61, Troy
Nadine Michael Sikorski, B.S. '56, Troy
Thomas Sullivan, B.B.A. '77, Walled Lake

__ ....

A dinner program will be held for
area alumni Saturday, June 6. For
further information, contact Phil
Berg at (213) 542-5321 or Paul
Toohey at (714) 998-4387. Watch
your mail for more details on this
event.
Upper Peninsula

The Second Annual Alumni Outing
for Western alumni in the Upper
Peninsula will be held Thursday,
July 23, 1987, at the Country Club
in Escanaba. Details will be mailed
to all area graduates in June. For
more information, call the alumni
office at (616) 383-6160.
Washington, D.C. area

Western alumni will enjoy an evening at the West End Dinner
Theatre Saturday, May 2. For
more information, contact Ted and
Karen Stone at (703) 768-3477.
D.C. alumni will also want to
reserve Sunday, June 7, for an
open house in Alexandria and
Saturday, June 20, for a
Tigers/Orioles baseball game.
Watch your mail for more details
on these events.

___________ __________ _
.

An Evening with
President Diether H. Haenicke

The evening will begin at 6:00 p.m. and will be held in the
Coach House patio Room of the Botsford Inn, Farmington
on Wednesday, April 29. Football coach A1 Mo1de will also
address the group.
Please reserve
spaces at $19 for Alumni
Association members and their guests.
Please reserve _ _ __.,paces at $21 for nonmembers
Check Entree Choice: Chicken 0 Filet 0
Enclosed is a check for

$___________________
(Make check payable to WMU Alumni Association)
N a m e - - - - - - - - - - - Grad Year_ __
Address
City - - - - - - S t a t e_ _ _ _ _ Zip _ _ __
Telephone (H) - - - - - - - - - (B) __________

Mail to: Detroit Area Alumni Dinner

Alumni Association
Western Michigan University
Kalamazoo, ~ichigan 49008-3854

--------------~-------------

Alumni group
seeking members

e.JI'

New tax law significantly affects your charitable contributions
Well, here we are in the much vaunted, anticipated, ballyhooed,
and sometimes dreaded 1987. And as the following information
shows, it's filled with changes that affect you and the charitable
contributions that you make to Western.

• If you don't itemize your taxes, you can no longer deduct
your charitable contributions. Yes, it's true. In case you don't
already know, if you use the short form when you file your 1987

tax return, you won't be able to list or deduct your contributions

to charity. BOO, HISS!
• If you're one of the many, many 'Americans who do itemize

Russ Howes

I

The Alumni Association cordially invites all Detroit area alumni
and friends to attend the second annual "Evening with Diether
Haenicke," Wednesday, April 29, at the Botsford Inn, Farmington.
'
Joining the University's president on the program will be Al
Micbiana
Molde, Western's new football coach.
The focus will be on WMU
The dinner will begin with a reception (cash bar) at 6:00 p.m.
academics and athletics Tuesday,
May 19, when Western alumni in
and dinner at 6:45 p.m.
Michiana gather for a dinner proThe cost for the dinner is $19 for Alumni Association
gram at the Marriott in South
members and $21 for nonmembers. The choice of entree inBend.
cludes chicken cordon bleu or broiled petite filet mignon.
The evening will begin with a
Following dinner, President Haenicke will address the group
6:00 p.m. reception. Dinner will be .
and
Coach Molde will preview the upcoming football season and
served at 6:45 p.m.
discuss the squad's incoming freshmen, a number of whom
Following the meal, Darrell
are Detroit area student athletes.
Jones, dean of the College of
Andrew Schmidt, recipient of the Medallion Scholarship fundBusiness, will briefly discuss the
college's history and share his exed by the Detroit area alumni, will also be on hand to meet with
citement about its future. Also,
alumni.
Western's new football coach, Al
Reservations may be made by using the coupon on this page
Molde, will preview the upcoming
and returning it by April 20 to Western Michigan University,
season.
WMU Alumni Association, Kalamazoo, Michigan '49008-3854.
Watch your mail for invitations
,_,
or call the Alumni Relations Office
at (616) 383-6160 for more information.

Branch County

Plan today to get away
during the winter of 1988

join the group for dinner at 6:00
p.m.
For more information, contact
Dick Bezille at (616) 456-4264,
Wendy Stock at (616) 451-7233,
Dan DeRyke at (616) 774-0774, or
AI Emmons at(616) 245-9866.

I

your deductions, you'll! be able to list and deduct 100 percent
of your contributions. The congress didn't make any changes in
this area, so the status quo has been maintained. If you always
make significant contributions, or if you're considering doing
something special for WMU in 1987, you should certainly consider filing the long form.

• You should be aware that the tax liability of many people
will actually increase in 1987. This is beacause of the consolida-

tion of tax brackets. For example, if you were paying tax at the

30 perc~m rate last year, you could end up paying at the 35 percent rate in 1987. This makes 1987 a good year to consider in-

creasing your contributions in order to reduce your tax liability.
• Gifts of appreciated property are still deductible. Several people have already contacted me with the mistaken belief that they
simply can't deduct gifts of stock, art works, and other appreciated property any more. Believe me, this isn't the case.
You're still entitled to a deduction for the full fair market
value of these gifts. The only difference is that you'll need to include the amount of appreciation as a preference item when you
consider the alternative minimum tax.
Now, that isn't as complex or scary as it may sound. You ·
should be sure to check with your tax adviser if you're considering such a gift, but the latest estimates indicate that this will affect only about 1 in every 100 donors.
If you have any questions about these changes or would like
additional information about the new tax act, please contact me,
Russell Howes, director of planned giving, at (616) 383-4973, '
and I'll be happy to assist you.

The Student Alumni Association
is seeking new members for the
1987-88 school year. Children of
alumni are eligible to join if they
are currently enrolled at Western
or will be enrolled in the fall.
The student association is a
social and service organization
designed to be a communication
link between faculty, staff, and
the alumni office. It acquaints
students with alumni and alumni
programs, sponsors numerous
important activities on campus,
and stimulates all students to
take an interest in the University
and alumni programs. Many
group members assume
leadership roles in the Alumni
Association after they graduate.
The alumni office urges all
parents to encourage their
children to join. For more
information, contact Jean Pitts,
assistant director of alumni
relations, at (616) 383-6160.
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1925-49
Dr. Mene Tate. TC '25, BA '27, has received an
honorary doctorate from Howard University,
Washington, D.C., where she was a professor of
history from 1942 to 1973.
John M. Pikkaart, BA '33, has been cited by
the Michigan Bar Association for his half century
career as an attorney. He lives in Kalamazoo.
Russell F. Conran, BS '36, was the subject of
a full page feature in the Grand Rapids Press
January 28. He was referred to as an
"extraordinary senior citizen whose
accomplishments and leadership make age
irrelevant."
Dr. Donald R. Drummond, BA '38, has retired
as dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at
Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti.
Bernard Hull, BA '47, has been elected to a
second term as president of the Michigan
Association of Home Builders. He lives in Grand
Rapids.
Shirley Bruce Borsos, BS '48, has retired after
fifteen years with secretarial services at The
Upjohn Co., Kalamazoo.
Raymond M. Sreboth, BS '48, SEd '71, has
retired as superintendent of the Berrien County
Intermediate School District. He was honored at
a retirement dinner December 10.
Anthony LaPenna, BA '49, MA '53, retired
December 31 as assistant dean of student services
at Grand Rapids J.unior College.

1950-54
Raymond Boozer, BA '50, retired December 31 as
executive director of the Junior College
Foundation in Grand Rapids.
.
Gerald L. Page, BS '50, MA '73, will retire
June 30 as superintendent of the ThornappleKellogg Schools, Middleville. He will then devote
his full time to a Gun Lake resort partnership.
William Root, BS '50, MA '57, will retire in
June as director of bands at Grand Valley State
College, Allendale, where he has served for the
past ten years.
Stephanie Prychitko, BS '51, has been inducted
into the Michigan High School Tennis Coaches
Association Hall of Fame. She was the first
woman inducted into WMU's Athletic Hall of
Fame, and she is tennis coach at Grosse Pointe
High South School.
Scotty Wilson, BS '51, MA '55, will retire in
June as athletic director at Portage Central High
School.
Jacob Brisendine, BS '52, has retired as
principal of the Swartz Creek Middle School. He
was also recently honored by the Michigan
Association of Secondary School Principals as the
outstanding middle level principal for 1986-87.
Shirley Zeiter Reiley, BA '53, MA '66, retires in
June after twenty-four years as a Portage
elementary teacher.
Betty DeYoung Robbins, BA '53, retired
December 31 as an instructor at Grand Rapids
Junior College. At one time she was director of
student activities.
M. Lou Carrico Corbit Lonergan, TC '54, BS
'~3, MA '67, was teacher of the month for
December in Cassopolis.

1955-59
Manley Fossen, MA '55 retired February 1 as
assistant principal of Portage Central High
School.
William Hessel, BA '55, has retired as dean of
library and learning resources at Lake Michigan
College, Benton Harbor, where he has worked for
twenty-nine years.
Herm Kiewiet, BBA '55, MA '58, has retired as
a teacher and coach at Loy Norrix High School
in Kalamazoo. While with the school, his tennis
teams won four consecutive state Class A
championships. He is now operating a 160-acre
farm near Three Rivers.
Pauline VanderLeest, TC '55, retired December
31 as a Grand Rapids teacher, having been at the
East Leonard and Sherwood Park schools.
Shirley Lemke Mills, BS '57, has been chosen
Michigan environmental educator of the year by
the Michigan Environmental Education
Association. Last year she was a finalist fo'r the
teacher in space program sponsored by NASA.
She is a first grade teacher in Mancelona.
Ronald L. Cutler, BBA '58, has been promoted
to director of sales and marketing for TRW
Automotive Worldwide in Detroit.
Joan Shimer Beverly Gemaat, BS '58, MA '68,
is a member of the 1987 board of directors of the

Greater Kalamazoo United Way. She is a Portage
teacher and president of the Portage Education
Association.
Allen Suter, MA '58, has retired as a Vicksburg
teacher, and now is involved in his own business,
Programmed Learning, Inc. He prepares and
markets programmed teaching materials for the
field of mathematics. Joining him in this
business venture is his wife, Seija, a former
secretary in the WMU Foundation office.
Thomas A. Wagasky, BBA '58, has been
appointed to the housing and real estate finance
executive committee of the American Bankers
Association. He is vice president of Old Kent
Bank, Grand Rapids.
Richard F. Chormann, BS '59, has been
elected to the board of directors of First of
America Bank-Michigan. He is president and ,
chief operating officer.
Roland Lubbinge, BS '59, MA '62, retired
December 31 as assistant superintendent of
employee/employer relations for the Grand
Rapids schools.

1960-63
Sharon Sheridan Conely, BS '60, MA '64, has
been elected secretary of the Professional
Women's Network in Grand Rapids.
Dr. Arvon Byle, BS '61, MA '63, has been
named "craftsman of the year" by the Kalamazoo
Valley club of Printing House Craftsmen. He is a
professor with Western's Department of Paper
and Printing Science and Engineering.
Dick Soisson, MA '61, football coach at
Kalamazoo's Hackett Catholic Central High
School, received the 1987 B'nai B'rith community
service award in March.
Clyde Swearingen, MA '62, retires as a Portage
teacher in June after thirty-two years.
Carol Rice Adams, BA '63, is one of twentytwo teachers honored in October by the
Minnesota Association of Commerce and
Industry. She is ,an English teacher in St. Paul's
Como Park High School. She said she would use
her $4,000 prize to take her son and herself to
Russia.
Catherine Clements Campbell, BA '63, MA '66,
SEd '77, has been named the outstanding
community education director for 1986-87 by the
South Central Adult and Community Education
Association. She is director of adult and
community education for the Albion schools.
Annlee Ainsworth Decent, BA '63, MA '70, has
been cited as the 1986 Bud Batten Award
recipient of the Michigan Association of
Intermediate Special Education Administrators.
She is assistant superintendent for special
education for the Kalamazoo Valley Intermediate
School District.
Patricia Sewell Hogg, BS '63, is now a
probation officer for the district court in Owosso.
Wayne Hubers, MA '63, has been elected to the
governance committee of the College Scholarship
Service division of The College Board. He is
director of scholarships and financial aid at
Calvin College, Grand Rapids.

1964-65
Leonard M. Hoffius, Jr., BBA '64, is now
managing partner for the law firm he is with in
Grand Rapids.
Patricia Terpstra Johnson, BS '64, has
received a General Federation of Women's Club
Michigan scholarship for her graduate study in
art at Northern Michigan University. She lives in
Menominee.
Carl W. Kucsera, BA '64, MBA '79, has been
promoted to vice president-personnel and
industrial relations at Diamond Cry,stal Salt Co.,
Port Huron.
Dr. Henry Minster, BS '64, MA '67, has
become assistant superintendent of schools in
Manistee.
Dr. Ben Smith, BA '64, MA '72, PhD '72,
besides being superintendent of schools in
Constantine, is heavily involved in a program
called American Dream Flight, which seeks to
assure juvenile cancer patients receive unusual
vacation opportunities. His interest in this was
triggered by the cancer death in 1975 of his only
child.
Elliot Uzelac, BS '64, in December became the
new head football coach at the U.S. Naval
Academy, Annapolis, MD, where he had been an
assistant coach in 1971-72. He was Western's
head coach from 1975 until 1981.
Richard D. Whitman, BA '64, has been
promoted to director, medical sciences liaison
education, at The Upjohn Co.

Harold D. Arman, BS '65, MA '69, has earned
his Doctor of Philosophy in higher education
administration at Michigan State University. He
is assistant to the president at Delta College, and
he lives in Midland. He is a former member of
the WMU Alumni Association board of directors.
Allen Emmons, BA '65, has been placed in
charge of a new commercial real estate venture
for The Universal Companies, Grand Rapids.
Charles A. Gasaway, BBA '65, MBA '66, has
joined Roney and Co., Kalamazoo, as assistant
manager.
Janet Sliwoski, BS '65, has received a $270
grant from the State Board of Education for use
in her Kalamazoo classroom.

1966-67
Vernon Andrews, SEd '66, was named one of
three "Michigan School Psychologists of the
Year" by the Michigan Association·of School
Psychologists. He is with the Delta-Schoolcraft
Intermediate School District.
Mary Crosby, BS '66, sold more than $2
million in real estate in Marshall during 1986.
Ron Crummel, BBA '66, has completed a twoyear term as chair of the Area Agencies on Aging
Association of Michigan. He is director of
Northwest Senior Resources, Inc., Traverse City.
Lois Drumm Haskins, BA '66, MA '75, MA '81,
has retired after teaching for thirty-three years in
Albion.
Ronald McComas, BA '66, has become vice
president of corporate relations for Inacomp
·Computer Centers, Troy.
James R. McKinley, BS '66, has been
promoted to assistant head football coach at the
University of Missouri, Columbia.
Dr. Victor Shug, MA '66, has become
curriculum coordinator for the Maple Valley
schools in Nashville.
Cheryl Boothby, BS '67, has received a $750
State Board of Education grant for use in her
Van Buren County classroom.
Nancy Hoffman Clark, BA '67, has received a
$447 grant from the State Board of Education for
use in her Kalamazoo classroom.
Howard K. Hamm, Jr. , BA '67, is now a vice
president for George Little Management, Inc.,
New York, NY, and is president of the National
Association of Exposition Managers.
John McKenzie, BS '67, MA '73, has received a
$295 grant from the State Board of Education for
classroom use in the Kalamazoo schools.
James F. VanStee, MBA '67, has been
promoted to sales manager for the central region
by American Seating Co., Grand Rapids.

1968 '
Danna O'Reilly Downing, BA '68, MA '71, has
been appointed to the Kalamazoo County Road
Commission. She lives at Vicksburg and has her
own business, Editorial, Marketing, and
Production Services.
Thomas A. Oatman, BBA '68, has been
promoted to senior vice president, trust,
Comerica Bank, Kalamazoo.
John J. Pope, BBA '68, has been promoted to
corporate assistant controller-accounting for
K-Mart Corp. He lives in Troy.
Grant E. Rollin, BBA '68, has become partnerin-charge of the Walnut Creek, CA, office of
Deloitte, Haskins, and Sells, CPA. He lives in San
Ramon, CA.
Dr. Anthony A. Sinkula, MBA '68, director of
pharmacy research and drug delivery systems
research for The Upjohn Co. , is a 1986 recipient
of a W. E. Upjohn Award. This honor includes
both a medal and a stipend.

1969
James E. Beogher, BS '69, MSW '75, became
director of the Branch County Department of
Social Services in Coldwater last November. He
previously had been with the St. Joseph County
department.
Mark F. Buehrle, BBA '69, is vice president of
the Western Michigan Lenders Association.
Keith Burk, BS '69, has been promoted to
manager of industrial engineering for Allen
Testproducts, Portage.
Dr. Richard Cole, BA '69, has been promoted
to chief of staff in the office of Michigan's
Governor James Blanchard, effective with the
new term in January.
Dr. Charles W. Ford, BS '69, MA '77, is one of
four winners of the Kagan Lead Finding Awards
from The Upjohn Co., Kalamazoo. He received a
plaque and a $1,000 supplement to his
professional travel budget. He is engaged in

SHirley Mills, '57

Sid Kenyon, '69

infectious diseases research and was cited for
developing animal models for staphylococcus
infections that result in abscesses.
Jan Schoenhals Huhn, BS '69, represents
INVEST, an independent investment service
available at Capital Federal Savings Bank, Grand
Ledge.
Dr. Carol Juth-Gavasso, MSL '69, MA '72, PhD
'85, has received a presidential citation from the
Michigan Library Association for her volunteer
work at the Michigan Dunes Correctional
Facility, Saugatuck, for the past eight years. She
is an assistant professor of library science at
Hope College, Holland.
Sidney Kenyon, BS '69, has become manager
of quality assurance for Haworth, Inc., Holland.
He lives in Battle Creek.
Duane E. Knapp, BBA '69, has been named
vice president, strategic planning, for the Holiday
Corp., Memphis, TN, moving to that office from
vice president, business development.
Sylvia Davis Lawhorn, BA '69, became
principal of the Harrington school in Albion last
fall.
Ann Foucault O'Tool, BS '69, has become an
elementary resource room teacher at Pellston.
James Thrall, MA '69, became superintendent
of schools in Bronson January 15, moving there
from Mancelona.
Bruce Williams, '69 , has signed a four-year
contract as golf pro at the Binder Park Golf
Course in Battle Creek, where he has been for
the past nine years.

1970
W. Haydn Ambrose, MA '70, has relinquished his
duties as vice president for development at
Kalamazoo College and will work as the director
of estate planning from his horne in Citrus
Springs, FL.
Mark R. Beckley, BS '70, qualified in 1986 for
the $2 Million Club for Franklin Life Insurance
Co. He is district manager in Battle Creek.
Dennis C. Dornbush, BBA '70, has become a
co-owner of Sintel, Inc., in Spring Lake.
Frank Gibson, BS '70, MBA '73, MS '75, has
become national sales manager-mobile products,
for Parker Hannifin Corp.'s Refrigeration
Components group. He Jives in Lyons, NY.
Grant M. Klaver, BBA '70, has become a
regional marketing director in Traverse City for
IBA Health and Life Assurance Co.
Janice Gretz Long, BS '70, has become
downriver manager for Aeromed Home Care. She
lives in Algonac.
Marie Wallen Mubenga, BA '70, MA '85, is now
a middle school reading teacher in Delton.
Dr. Emery Polasek, BS '70, has been promoted
to director of scientific, medical, and technical
affairs for the consumers products division of The
Upjohn Co., Kalamazoo.
Rainelle Shaw, BS '70, has received a $636
grant from the State Board of Education for use
in her Van Buren County classroom.
Franklin Sims, BBA '70, has become project
manager for San Gabriel Valley for Shea Homes
of Walnut, CA. He lives in LaHabra Heights, CA.
William S. Virgo, BBA '70, MBA '74, has
become manager of domestic marketing for •
Durametallic Corp., Kalamazoo.

1971
Ramon Baca, BS '71, is the recipient of a $750
Michigan Department of Education grant to
provide materials for his migrant education
program in the Kalamazoo schools.
Michael Brunette, '71, is now general sales
manager for WWMT, Channel 3, Kalamazoo.
Gregory Green, BBA '71, is a partner in a new
Fort Wayne, IN, CPA firm , Mannia Green and Co.
Derek Hanson, BBA '71, has become director
of marketing services for Aves Public Relations,
Grand Rapids.
Richard A. Huff, BS '71, MBA '82 , has been
promoted to director, maintenance 1, at The
Upjohn Co., Kalamazoo.
Constance Speers, BA '71, MA '74, SEd '82 , is
treasurer-elect for 1987-90 for the Michigan
Association for Counseling and Development. She
is a counselor at Kalamazoo Valley Community
College.
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Bruce Agababian, '77

1972
Bruce Buchanan, BS '72 , has been promoted to
vice president of Menasha Corp., with
responsibilities for its Otsego mill. He lives in
Kalamazoo.
Wilfred Dennie, BBA '72 , MBA '76, is first vice
president of the 1987 Greater Kalamazoo United
Way. He is manager of office management
services for The Upjohn Co.
James A. Koessel, BS '72, has been promoted
to second vice president and residential loan
manager for Union Bank and Trust Co. , Grand
Rapids.
.
Richard L. Kostecki, BA '72, MA '73, has been
moved to manager of food services-area I, for The
Upjohn Co., Kalamazoo.
Robert Krull, BBA '72, is owner of a Mister
Donut shop in Three Rivers. ·
Thomas J. Kuzma, '72, has become sales
manager for the education division of Irwin
Seating Co., Grand Rapids.
Harold Lewis, BBA '72, has been named
administrator for government contracts at
FlexFlab, Inc., Hastings.
Frank Ligon, BS '72, has won the 1986 service
engineering office technical award for Ford
Motors' Parts and Service Division. He lives in
Southfield.
Rochelle Brink Rigterink, BS '72, has received
a $750 State Board of Education grant to buy
toys and materials for a nursery which her
students operate in the West Ottawa schools.
Dale Scholten, BS '72 , MS '76, in December
became vice president for marketing at Hart and
Cooley, Inc. , Holland.
Michael Shubeck, BA '72 , has been promoted
to vice president of L. Perrigo Co., Allegan,
where he had formerly been quality control
director. He is now in charge of technical affairs.
Jon F. Sleder, BS '72, has joined the Traverse
City accounting firm of Dennis and Gartland as
tax department manager.
Jon Woodrow, BS '72, MA '78, has become an
assistant principal at Portage Central High
School.

1973
Mary McNally Brown, BS '73, has been named
assjstant cashier in charge of the mortgage
department for Kalamazoo County State Bank,
Schoolcraft.
Betty Zwier Claar, BS '73, has become
program coordinator for the Higher Horizon big
brother/big sister program in Holland.
Douglas Cultra, BS '73, MPA '76, has been
appointed county administrator for Van Buren
County. He will return to Paw Paw from Lapeer
where he was county director of administrative
services.
Dr. Jeffrey Glindmeyer, MA '73, EdD '83, is
now listed in the National Register of Health

Service Providers.

Marilyn J. Knot, BA '73, has been promoted to
assistant vice president-operations, for Union
Bank and Trust Co. , Grand Rapids.
Charles Lothschutz, BS '73, MA '79, has
received a $411 grant from the State Board of
Education to finance three robots for his
Caledonia classroom.
Michael Newman, BBA '73, has been appointed
president of the Michigan Restaurant Association.
He now lives in Grand Ledge.
Craig A. Platt, BS '73, has been designated a
certified financial planner. He is with Equitable
Financial Services, Kalamazoo.

1974
Sally Campana Davis, BS '74, has been promoted
to education service supervisor for the Marquette
General Hospital.
Shari Peters Hogue, BA '74, MA '81, MA '83,
has become superintendent of schools in Alba, as
well as being principal and athletic director
there.
Michael D. Madley, BS '74, has become
account manager for transmission systems at
Borg-Warner Automotive, Troy.
Dr. Marilyn Schlack, EdD '74, is a member of
the 1987 board of directors of the Greater
Kalamazoo United Way. She is president of
Kalamazoo Valley Community College.

Steve Bentz, '83
Dr. Walter Stotz, BA '74, has completed his
residency in internal medicine and is now
associated with St. Vincent Medical Center and
Central Medical Consultants, Toledo, OH.
Jane Volkenning, BA '74, MSL '75, is now the
senior officer in charge of The Salvation Army in
Owosso.
Deward L. Walker, MA '74, is the recipient of a
1986 W. E. Upjohn Award from The Upjohn Co.,
Kalamazoo. The award includes both a medal and
a stipend. Walker is manager of clinical
investigations support services.

1975
David Bird, MBA '75, is treasurer of the Western
Michigan Lenders Association.
Alan Dyer, BM '75, was music director and
pianist for a production of Rags to Riches with
Scott Joplin in Battle Creek last fall.
Jean Enright, MA '75, has been cited as state
community/adult education director of the year
by the Michigan Association of Community and
Adult Education. She is associate superintendent
of the Grand Rapids schools.
Susan Tesch Franklin, BS '75, MA '80, has
become vice president of patient care services for
Mercy Hospital, Muskegon.
Kathleen Field Furrow, BA '75, MA '81, has
received a $731 grant from the State Board of
Education for use in her Van Buren County
classroom.
Donna Stenholm Huss, BA '75, is currentw
president of the Kalamazoo Civitan Club. She is a
social work administrator for an Independent
Living Group.
Roderick J •. Morrison, BS '75, MA '80, is now
principal of Manchester High School.
D. Edward Parsons, BSE '75, has been
promoted to director of quality control by Allen
·
Testproducts, Portage.
Phillip L. Peck, BS '75, has become manager
of domestic sales for Durametallic Corp. ,
Kalamazoo.
Sandra Roellchen, BS '75, has opened Roco
Diversified in Kalamazoo, specializing in
fabricating custom seating systems for
wheelchairs.
Margaret Abler Romczek, BBA '75, has been
promoted to loan operations officer for the New
Century Bank, Bad Axe.
Jeffrey Stamm, BM '75, gave a recital on
campus January 12. He is spending a couple of
years tourin~ as a featured vocalist and then
hopes to return to the opera stage. He has
already spent more than five years with the
Metropolitan Opera, first as an apprentice then
three years as a resident artist. On one occasion
he substituted for Luciano Pavarotti on an
opening night in Der Rosenkavalier.
Karen Visser, MA '75, is now executive
secretary of the Kalamazoo Consortium for
Higher Education.
Craig Yateman, BBA '75, has become a group
head for DDB Needham Worldwide, Troy.

1976
Gary L. Beimer, BBA '76, MBA '79, has become
corporate controller for Arvco Container Corp.,
Kalamazoo.
Judy Bishop, MA '76, has received a Michigan
Department of Education grant to assist her in
the .purchase of special reading materials for her
Covert School classes.
Frank E. Calvaruso, BS '76, is a Gainesville,
FL, realtor, and is vice chair of the realtor
services committee for the Board of Realtors. He
is also on the board of directors of the.
Gainesville YMCA.
Diane K. Freestone, BS '76, is the recipient of
a $750 grant from the State Board of Education
to assist in her Van Buren County classroom
activities.
Debra BiastQCk Haack, BA '76, has been cited
by the Watervliet school board for her
coordination of early childhood programs at the
school. She lives in St. Joseph.
Jeanette Aulette Leahey, BS '76, MA '77, has
been honored by the Twin Cities Business and
Professional Women's club for her work in
establishing the 911 emergency number in
Berrien County. She is also president of the
Berrien County Medical Society Auxiliary.

Shirley Lurtsema, BS '76, has been promoted
to an assistant operations officer at Union Bank
and Trust Co., Grand Rapids.
Janice Monreau Martin, MA '76 , SEd '78, is the
recipient of a $750 grant from the State Board of
Education for use in her Van Buren County
classroom.

1977
Bruce Agababian, BS '77, has become art
director for French and Rogers. Inc., Troy. He
lives in Clawson.
Dr. Cheryl Colletti, BA '77. has opened a
medical practice in pediatrics and gynecology in
Jackson. She earned her medical degree at
Michigan State University's College of
Osteopathic Medicine.
James D. Cooper, MA '77, has become
assistant principal of Grand Rapids Central High
School.
Staff Sgt. Linda Driggett Dinges, BS '77, is
now serving with the 485th combat support
group, U.S. Air Force, in Belgium. She is
training technician.
David Frew, BBA '77, has become tennis
professional and assistant manager of the Ferris
State College racquet facility in Big Rapids.
Larry Gard, BS '77, has been promoted to vice
president of sales for the Orkin Co., Atlanta, GA.
Glen A. Harper, MBA '77, has become
president of the L. G. Balfour Co., Attleboro, MA.
Randy C. Johnson, BS '77, has received a
Master of Divinity in Christian education from
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Louisville, KY.
Christopher B. Keister, BS '77, is now a sales
associate with Coldwell Banker/Schmidt Realtors,
Traverse City.
Daniel Oglesby, MPA '77, has become mayor of
Muskegon, where he is executive director of the
Opportunity Industrial Center. He became the
first black city commissioner there in 1983.
Tally Orange, MA '77, has this year had several
microwave recipes published in a book,
Microwaving America's Favorites. She is a
Marcellus teacher.
Capt. Richard M. Sharpe, BBA '77, has been
transferred to Kadena AFB, Japan, for three years
of duty as a F-15 fighter pilot.
Lt Qg) Steven A. Stang, BA '77, MA '83, is
now with the Fleet Intelligence Center in Pearl
Harbor, HI, serving with the U.S. Navy.

1978
Loren Happel, BBA '78, has been promoted to
vice president of Bank One, Sturgis. He is also
chief financial officer.
Jan P. Schmidt, BS '78, has become
commander of the 424th personnel service
company, U.S. Army Reserve, Inkster. He is a
financial analyst for General Motors Truck and
Bus Group, Pontiac, and he lives in Drayton
Plains. His army rank is now captain.
Richard Tomczyk, BA '78,. js now a student at
the Kirksville School of Medicine, Kirksville, MO.
He is studying to be an oste~pathic physician.
Inez Thompson Waddell, MA '78, has been
named coordinator of preschool for the Benton
Harbor schools.

1979
Kirk D. Bruno, MBA '79, has been named

controller of the Mead Publishing Paper Division,
Escanaba.
Judythe Dobbert, MA '79, last fall became
principal of the Crowell school in Albion. She
was Michigan "Teacher of the Year" in 1985.
Kathleen Fasana, BBA '79, and her husband
have opened a store at Schmidt's Corner, on the
Houghton Canal in Houghton.
Mark Klungle, BSE '79, has been appointed
vice president of research and development for .
American Seating Co., Grand Rapids.
Bonnie Martin Nelson, MSW '79, has become
executive director of the Family and Children's
Service, Midland.

1980
Debra Allore, BSM '80, has joined the Family
Health Care Center in Brown City as a
physician's assistant.
Mark Andrews, BBA '80, MBA '85, has become
an account executive for WKFR-FM, Battle Creek.
Robert J. Brandel, MA '80, has been named to
the Lawrence Village Council to fill an unexpired
term. He teaches in the Van Buren Skills Center
there.

William C. Goodrich, MBA '80, has been
appointed vice president and general manager of
Maxwell Advertising, Inc. , Kalamazoo .
Donald R. Jackson, MBA '80, MS '84, has
become an assistant professor of marketing at
Ferris State College , Big Rapids.
Maryalice James, BBA '80, has been promoted
to manager of the Manpower, Inc., office in
Benton Harbor.
Joni Sass Jones, BS '80, has been certified as
a medical-surgical nurse by the American Nurses
Association. She is a clinical educator at Kellogg
Community College, Battle Creek.
Lisabeth Margulus, MA '80, became principal
of Grand Rapids Central High School last January
1.
Kenneth Meinke, BBA '80, in December
became assistant to the president of Butterworth
Med+Centers, Inc., in Grand Rapids.
Brett Miller, BBA '80, has become a partner in
Melton and Melton, CPA, Houston, TX.
Richard Ray, MA '80, is coauthor of an article
in a recent issue of the journal of the National
Athletic Trainers Association on utilizing
computers in the athletic training program. He is
head trainer at Hope College, Holland.
Dianna Guidone Ronan, BBA '80, is a member
of the 1987 board of directors of the Greater
Kalamazoo United Way. She is director of
internal audit for Borgess Medical Center.
Anna Severson, BA '80, has been elected to the
board of directors of MRC Industries, Kalamazoo.

1981
Elisabeth Schultz Bates, BS '81, has been
awarded a scholarship at Texas College of
Osteopathic Medicine towards her second-year
tuition there.
Dan Craft, MBA '81, has been promoted to
sales promotion manager for the Whirlpool
Corp., Benton Harbor.
Leah DiPippio, BS '81, has become circulation
director for Automotive News , Detroit. She lives
in Harper Woods.
Joel Fabry, BBA '81, has been promoted to
district manager at Culver Personnel , Inc., San
Diego, CA.
Jerry D. Kamerman, BBA '81, is now a branch
officer in the Cascade office of MetroBanc, Grand
Rapids.
Maureen M. Knapp, BA '81, has joined
Georgeson and Co., New York, NY, as assistant
vice president of marketing and corporate
development.
Robert Markus, BBA '81, has been named
accounting officer for First of America BankMichigan, Kalamazoo.
Dale Nesbary, MPA '81, is now assistant budget
director for the city of Boston, MA. He moved
there last year from Denver, CO.
Robert Overmyer, BBA '81, has become an
assistant friend of the court in Van Buren
County.
Sgt. Richard L. Roberts, BS '81, is now on
duty in South Korea with the Army Criminal
Investigation Command.

1982
Elizabeth Foguth-Prosch, MBA '82, has been
appointed market manager for Western Michigan
and Northwestern Indiana for Haworth, Inc.,
working out of its Grand Rapids office. She lives
in Dorr.
Daniel Friedrich, MBA '82, has joined Heinz
USA as product manager-ALBA.
James T. Maceri, BS '82, has opened Bogie's
Restaurant in East Lansing.
Martin Niecko, BBA '82, is now an associate
broker with ERA Preferred Real Estate in
Kalamazoo.
AlC Paul M. Strom, BS '82, was named
airman of the quarter in England where he is
stationed with the 2168th Information Systems
Squadron.

1983
Steven R. Bentz, BBA '83, has joined Sealed
Power Corp., Muskegon, as a tax accountant.
Ursula Allen Case, BBA '83, has been
promoted to senior account supervisor for Daniel
R. Kunitzer, CPA, PC, Battle Creek.
Karen Cunningham, BS '83, is now an
elementary teacher at the Ionia Rather school.
Timothy P. Hitson, BBA '83, has been
promoted to assistant vice president in charge of
credit operations at PrimeBank Federal Savings,
Grand Rapids.
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Timothy Holies. BS '83. is now director of
admissions at West Shore Community College,
Scottville.
Duane H. Hoxie, BBA '83. has become a
commercial loan officer for the Independent
Bank-South Michigan in Leslie.
Jo Morrison, BS '83, an interior designer for
Western. has passed the National Council for
Interior Design qualification examination.
Carolyn J. Rishel. BBA '83, is now manager of
accounting and control at .First of America
Mortgage Co .. Kalamazoo.

1984
James P. Barnum, BBA '84, has been promoted
to corporate banking officer by Comerica Bank,
Battle Creek.
Craig Czajka, BS '84, a pilot for the Kellogg
Co., has had his culinary skills described in a
Kalamazoo Gazette article in February. He lives
in Kalamazoo.
Cindy Godfrey, BS '84, is now a sixth grade
teacher in Jonesville.
Richard Oberle, MPA '84, in January became
economic development director of Kalamazoo
Township.
Daniel J. Schroeter, BS '84, has become
marketing services manager for Promotion
Concepts, Inc., Kalamazoo.
Linda Stucky, MSW '84, and her husband are
beginning five years of service on the West Bank,
Palestine, for the Mennonite Central Committee.
Steven Tibbitts, BBA '84, has become director
of the Harding's Market in Allegan.
Sheryl Busman VanderWagon, MSL '84, is now
director of the Georgetown Township Library,
Jenison, and she makes her home in
Coopersville.
Cynthia Wrazen-Hirt, MBA '84, has been
promoted to vice president and director of
marketing services at Maxwell Advertising, Inc.,
Kalamazoo.
John J. Wurm, BS '84, has become Tuscola
County Extension 4-H youth agent at Caro.

1985
William Bowerman, BA '85, won second prize for
a paper on bald eagles presented at the October
Lake Superior Biological Conference. He is a
graduate student at Northern Michigan
University, Marquette.
Judy Buist, MA '85, has moved from Climax to
Otsego schools.
Della Cox, BS '85, has joined the U.S. Peace
Corps, and left in February for service in Ecuador
as a special education instructor.
John Deschaine, BS '85, has become a
scriptwriter/producer for Creative Ink in
Kalamazoo.
Deborah Finedell, BS '85, is now teaching
sixth grade at Delton Middle School.
Timothy Hodges, BS '85, has joined DPL
Advertising in Battle Creek as a junior writermarket researcher.
Larry Lulich, BBA '85, has become an account
executive with J. M. Breazeale Marketing
Communications, Detroit.
Michael Rohen, BS '85, is teaching the
emotionally impaired at Ionia High School.
Les Rowsey, MM '85, is now choral director at
Jenison High School.

1986
William R. Cecil, BS '86, has become a teacher
at the Winans school in the Waverly school
district.
Robert Kanode, BBA '86, has been
commissioned an ensign in the U.S. Navy and is
now in pilot training at Corpus Christi, TX.
2Lt Peter Nezamis, BS '86, is now a U.S. Air
Force student pilot at Vance AFB, OK.
Judith VanLiere, BBA '86, has become
marketing manager for Inet, Inc., Kalamazoo.

Weddings
1960-74
Carl E. Hackenburg, BS '63, and Wini Heighton,
December 13 in Sturgi~. He is a general foreman
at Kirsch Co.
Ronald T. Smolarski, BBA '70, and Patricia
Spooner, December 6 in Ann Arbor. He is a
rehabilitation counselor at Beacon RehabilitationDetroit Medical Center, Detroit.

Ronald Farac, BA '72, and Margaret Yore, BS
'83, July 12 in St. Joseph. She is a special
education teacher in Watervliet, and he is an
English teacher and coach at the high school
there.
Virginia Licht, BS '72, and James Jensen,
November 29 in Sandusky. She is a teacher in
Bloomingdale, and they live in Kalamazoo.
Sarah Bahlke, BS '74, and Roger Jacobs, BA
'75, December 20 in Kalamazoo. He is with
General Motors Hydramatic, Three Rivers, and
she is an RN and instructor in educational
services at Bronson Methodist Hospital. They live
in Kalamazoo.
Rodney Dekema, BA '74, and Patricia
Ovington, November 22 in Kalamazoo. He is
general manager of the Greater Kalamazoo Auto
Auction, and they live in Schoolcraft.
Thomas Foley, BS '74, and Debra Meyer,
December 13 in St. Joseph. He is a pharmacist
for Mercy-Memorial Medical Center there.

1975-79
Tonda Bian, BS '76, and Michael Epitropoulos,
December 20 in Kalamazoo. She is a
communications and training consultant, and
they live in Greenville, SC.
Stephen T. Herman, BS '76, and Lisa Jensen,
November 22 in Kalamazoo. He is with The
Upjohn Co., and they live in Schoolcraft.
Pamela Newton, BS '76, and David Kline,
August 23 in Battle Creek. She is with HBJ
Insurance Co.
Sheryl Crowell, MA '77, and Dr. Loren
Burlingame, December 6 in Athens. She is a
teacher in Sturgis, and they live in Union City.
Patricia Vemich, BA '77, and Raymond
Burgwald, BA '79, January 16 in Kalamazoo. She
is an Otsego teacher, and he is with Checker
Motors. They live in Kalamazoo.
Michael Boyle, BBA '78, and Denine Kaspor,
April 4 in Grosse Pointe. He is a sales engineer
with Victaulic Co. of America, and they live in
Grosse Pointe Park.
Colleen Roberts, BS '78, and Robert Null,
November 8 in Newport. She is store manager
for Dimensions in Fashions, Warren, and they
live in St. Clair Shores.
Stephen Eick, BBA '79, and Therese
Marangon, September 6 in Birmingham. He is
with U.S. News and World Report, Detroit, and
they live in Birmingham.
Wendy Kropp, MSW '79, and Mark Silvers,
November 1 in Battle Creek. She is a personnel
specialist at the Battle Creek Federal Center.
Susan R. Lee, BBA '79, and Robert Creviston,
December 27 in Battle Creek.
David Schultz, BBA '79, and Lonna Yerington,
October 11 in Benton Harbor. He is co-owner of
Schultz Industrial Supply Co., St. Joseph, and
they live in Coloma.
Daniel J. Shroyer, BA '79, and Mary Van
Vranken, BS '79, December 20 in Galesburg.
Both teach in Middlebury, IN, schools, and they
live in Middlebury.

1980-81
Jeffrey Graham, BS '80, and Debra Bernardi,
August 16 in Redondo Beach, CA. He is with
Hughes Aircraft Corp.
Matthew G. Kollig, BS '80, and Kathy Dratz,
October 25 in Kalamazoo. He is with Total
Plastics, Inc.
Joseph G. McDevitt, BBA '80, and Joyann
Smith, August 9 in Jackson. He is an accountant
for Cooper Industries, Houston, TX. They live in
Houston.
Robert Rentschler, BA '80, and Cheryl
Wildermuth, October 4 in Birmingham.
Michael Glaske, BBA '81, and Cheryl Pudell,
October 25 in St. Joseph. He is a consumer
affairs field coordinator for Whirlpool Corp.
Carol Hauska, BA '81, and Anthony Accurso,
BBA '81, September 13 in Warren. She is
accounting supervisor at Commercial Contracting
Corp., Troy, and he is a district manager for the
Detroit Free Press. They live in Pontiac.
Michelle Lindemann, BA '81, and William
Hicks, July 26 in St. Joseph. She is office
manager at Word Pictures, Ltd., Royal Oak, and
they live in Mt. Clemens.
Cynthia Marcelletti, BSW '81, and Kim C.
Thomas, November 1 in Paw Paw. She is with the
SL Joseph County Department of Social Services,
and they live in Marcellus.

John S. McHenry, BBA '81, and Carol Wallace,
BS '83, May 31 in Northville. He is with PepsiCola, and she is a social worker and therapist at
Sarah Fisher Children's Home.
Thomas E. Schultz, BBA '81, and Kathleen
Tyler, November 15 in Muskegon. He is general
manager of Meivenne Beverage CQ., Holland.

1982
Renee Farkas, BBA '82, and William G. Newman,
October 4 in Holland. She is with American
Hospital Supply Corp., and they live in St.
Charles, MO.
Lawrence J. Hagg, BS '82, and Sandra Gleiser,
BS '84, October 24 in Harper Woods. He is with
the Kalamazoo Regional Psychiatric Hospital, and
she is an occupational therapist for the Borgess
Back to Work Center.
Lisa Marzolf, BS '82, and Kenneth Schwind,
September 6 in Ann Arbor. They are living in
Ypsilanti.
.
Linda Mitchell, BS '82, and Kevin Rogan,
October 18 in Dearborn. She is a legal secretary,
and they live in Denver, CO.
David Noble, BS '82, and Ivana Storoshenko,
August 30 in St. Mary's, IN. He is employed by A.
B. Dick Co., and they live in Niles.

1983
Susan Allerton, MOT '83, and Keith Waldburger,
October 11 in Traverse City. She is on the staff of
the Holy Cross Hospital, Salt Lake City, UT, and
they live in Salt Lake City.
Lori England, BBA '83, and Michael Crooks,
September 6 in Manchester. She is with
Southern Michigan National Bank in Coldwater.
They live in Coldwater.
Richard K. Eriksen, BBA '83, and Linda
VanDusen, October 25 in Grosse Pointe. He is an
account executive for E. F. Hutton, and they live
in Birmingham.
Anne Madigan, BS '83, and Michael McBrien,
BBA '83, August 29 in Grosse Pointe. She is an
occupational therapist at Marionjoy
Rehabilitation Hospital, Waukegan, IL, and he is
a computer sales representative for Harris Corp.,
Chicago, IL. They live in Elmhurst, IL.
Ted Merkel, BEM '83, and Christy Ballard,
December 20 in Kalamazoo. He is a sales

engineer for Hydreco, and they live in
Kalamazoo.
Jeffrey Sayles, BBA '83, and Sherry
Seggerman, September 6 in Mishawaka, IN. He is
employed by Magnavox Corp., Fort Wayne, IN.
Carri Lynn Scott, BS '83, and Timothy Kieft,
June 14 in Birmingham. She is with MCI
Telecommunications, and they live in Rochester.
Laurie Styles, BBA '83, and Michael Ellison,
October 11 in Monroe. She is with Monroe Auto
Equipment Co. ·
Scott D. Watson, BBA '83, and Ruth Ann
Hartwig, BS '84, September 6 in Kalamazoo. She
is a research assistant at the Kellogg Biological
Station, Gull Lake, and he is with Certanium
Alloys and Research. They live in Kalamazoo.

1984
Shannan Alrick, BS '84, and David Deater,
August 30 in Parchment. She is a quality control
technician for American Cyanamid, and they live
in Augusta.
Cynthia Anderson, BS '84, and Michael
Andrews, October 18 in St. Joseph. She is a
typesetter for E. C. Smith and Associates, and
they live in Benton Harbor.
Gary Benedix, BS '84, and Kathryn Thomas,
October 4 in South Bend, IN.
Carol Campbell, BS '84, and Robert
Sunderland, June 28 in Howell. They live in
Largo, FL.
Diane Freeman, BS '84, and Christopher
Heath, BBA '84, July 19 in Redford. They are
living in Orland Park, IL.
Marvin Lacey, BBA '84, and Tiffany
Washington, November 22 in Kalamazoo. He is
with Georgia Pacific Co.
Anne Looke, BS '84, and Brian Shivley, BSE
'84, November 1 in Livonia. She is an
occupational therapist for Coordinated
Rehabilitation Services, Lansing, and he is an
industrial engineer for TRW in Portland. They
live in Lansing.
Kent Mathews, BS '84, and Rebecca Ellis, July
26 in Portage, IN. He is now a student at Grand
Rapids School of the Bible.
Kevin L. McWilliams, BS '84, and Mikalea
Umstead, BS '85, August 9 in Muskegon. She is a
special education teacher, and he is a corrections
officer. They are living in Coldwater.

Traverse City annual spring dinner
The Alumni Association and the Traverse City area
alumni will sponsor the fourth annual spring dinner Saturday, May 2, at the Embers on the Bay.
The reception (cash bar) begins at 6:00p.m. and ·is
followed by dinner at 6:45 p.m.
The dinner will be served buffet style. The choice
of entree includes chicken, ham, and roast beef.
The cost of the dinner is $15 for Alumni Associa-

tion members and $17 for nonmembers.
The featured speakers will be students from the
Greater Traverse City area. They will address the
topic "Campus Life and Activities at WMU."
Reservations may be made by using the coupon
below and returning it by April 22 to the WMU
Alumni Association, Kalamazoo, Michigan 490083854.
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Greater Traverse City Area Alumni
Fourth Annual Spring Dinner

I_ I would like to attend the dinner Saturday, May 2, at the Embers on the Bay.
Please reserve _ _ _ spaces at $15 for Alumni Association members and guests.
Please reserve _ _ _ spaces at $17 for nonmembers and guests.
Enclosed is a check for $_ _ _ _ _ _ __
(Make ch_eck payable to WMU Alumni Association)
NAME____________________________________

GRADYEAR~---

ADDRE§ ________________________________________________
CITY _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ STATE_______ ZIP ________
TELEPHONE (H) - - - - - - - - - - - - < B )
Mail to:

Western Michigan University
Greater Traverse City Alumni Dinner, Alumni Association
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-3854

~--~-------------------------------~

heWesterner

ABE sets spring convention date

The Delta Chapter of Alpha Beta Epsilon Alumnae Sorority will host
the Inter-Chapter Council spring convention on Saturday, May 2, in
the Bernhard Student Center. The convention begins at 9:30a.m. with
registration. The day's activities include a 10:00 a.m. executive board
meeting, a noon lunch, and a 2:00p.m. annual meeting. Delta
members are looking forward to welcoming delegates from all chapters
to the meeting. For more information, contact Jean Pitts, assistant
·
director of alumni relations, at (616) 383-6160.
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Diane Mitchell, BA '84, and Patrick Tamblyn,
BBA '84, August 2 in Hillsdale. She is a Brighton
teacher, and he is with Comerica Bank, Ann
Arbor. They live in Ypsilanti.
Sherry L. Phillips, BBA '84, and Michael
Myers, BBA '84, November 22 in South Bend, IN.
He is a marketing representative for Xerox Corp.,
and they live in Ypsilanti.
·
Julie Skaggs, BS '84, and Steven Schlutt,
August 9 in St. Joseph. She is director of
Christian education at Zion Evangelical Church,
and they live in Bridgman.
Robert B. Woodrick, BS '84, and Yvonne
Savela, October 11 in Caledonia. He is with D. &
W. Food Stores, and they live in Kentwood.

Katherine Scott, BS '85, and Donald
Schorfhaar, October 11 in PetosKey. They are
living in Lansing.
Jeffrey J. Terrell, BBA .'85, and April Snow,
October 4 in Mt. Airy, NC. He is a manager and a
stockbroker for Edward D. Jones and Co., Mt.
Airy.
Sheila Weimer, BA '85, and Donald Steger,
July 26 in Niles. She is a chemistry instructional
assistant at Blue Ridge Community College, and
they live in Harrisonburg, VA.
Anna Williams, BBA '85, and Timothy Lawson,
August 9 in Tecumseh. She is an accountant
with Coopers and Lybrand in Cincinnati, OH, and
they live in Cincinnati.

1985
Susan Andrus, BS '85, and Robert L. Stewart,
August 15 in Kalamazoo. She is employed by MC
Sporting Goods, Battle Creek, and they live in
Kalamazoo.
Gerald Berzins, BEE '85, and Elfi Stadelmayer,
October 18 in Benton Harbor. He is an engineer
for Prab Robots, Kalamazoo, and they live in St.
Joseph.
Stanley Buter, BS '85, and Karen VanDyken,
November 7 in Grand Rapids. They live in Grant.
Curtis Collins, BS '85, and Christine Ehgotz,
BBA '86, July 5 in Hartland. He is with the U.S.
Department of Commerce, and she is with
Freeman Advertising Agency, Alexandria, VA, and
they live in Alexandria.
Debra DeMuro, BS '85, and Michael Norton,
September 12 in Muskegon. She is employed by
Pinstripes Petites, and they live in Kalamazoo.
Mark J. Duncan, BM '85, and Susan Fish,
BSW '86, July 26 in Owosso . They are living in
Kalamazoo.
Tracy Evans, BSW '85, and Bradley Ballein,
BBA '85, are now married and living in Lansing.
Jack L. Gianno, BBA '85, and Trade
Castellese, BS '86, August 16 in Monroe. He is
with Security Bank, Monroe.
Pamela Grassi, BBA '85, and Michael Barden,
BBA '85, October 18 in Hillsdale. She is a
software consultant for Zenith Data Systems, and
he is a programmer for Heath Co. They live in
St. Joseph.
Peter M. Gravetz, BA '85, and Janet Fritz,
October 4 in Berkley. He is with Federal Mogul
Corp., Ann Arbor, and they Jive in Berkley.
Jayma Hiemstra, BS '85, and Eric Teutsch,
BBA '85, September 27 in Kalamazoo. They are
living in St. Louis, MO, where he is a salesman
· for Stryker Corp.
Jeanine Hoffman, BSW '85, and Kirk Hoffman,
BBA '86, October 4 in South Haven. He is with
Massachusetts Mutual in Battle Creek, and they
live in Portage.
Jeffrey W. Hoskins, BS '85, and Elizabeth
Sanborn, October 11 in Schoolcraft. He is a
management trainee for Total Petroleum,
Detroit, and they live in Southfield.
Judith Kennedy, BS '85, and Michael Petro,
August 30 in Kalamazoo. She is with RichardAllan Medical Corp., and they live in Richland.
Todd Kienzle, MS '85, and Debra Phebus,
December 6 in Watervliet. He is an industrial
engineer for Baker Furniture, Grand Rapids, and
they live in Allegan.
Lesley Koenig, BS '85, and John LaFave,
September 20 at Greenfield Village in Dearborn.
She is with Colgate/Palmolive, and they live in
Plymouth.
Jane Kohls, BS '85, and William Koski,
October 11 in Grand Rapids. They are living in
Kentwood.
Christine Kvarnberg, BA '85, and Bruce
Schultz, MA '85, September 14 in Chelsea. Both
work in blind rehabilitation, and they live in Oak
Park, IL.
James W. Morris, BS '85, and Wendy Watts,
June 20 in Grosse Pointe. He is in sales with
Mutschler Kitchens, Inc. They live in Detroit.
Nancy Nagel, BS '85, and Brian Cobb, July 19
in Livonia. She is assistant manager of the food
service at Calvin Coliege, Grand Rapids.
Joseph W. Plowman, BBA '85, and Amy Olds,
BFA '86, October 25 in Kalamazoo. She is
assistant director of Mary Lou's School of Dance,
Grand Rapids, and he is with MacLeod Industries,
Allendale.
Jeannine Rosendall, BS '85, and Brian Slagter,
November 15 in Grand Rapids.
Carolyn D. Scearce, BS '85, and Michael A.
Grisdale, December 27 in Kalamazoo. She is a
teacher with the Spring Branch schools in
Houston, TX.

Troy S. Baak, BBA '86, and Debra Spragg,
September 13 in Midland. He is with National
Bank of Detroit, Southfield, and they live in
Madison Heights.
Tammy L. Chapel, BS '86, and Paul
Christiansen, July 26 in Spring Lake. She is a
oookkeeper for Grand Haven Plastics, and they
live in Grand Haven.
Cynthia Curry, BA '86, and Robert Ramsey,
October 18 in Monroe.
Teresa Egeler, BS '86, and Jerry Rietkirk, May
31 in Parchment. They are living in Comstock.
Tracy Fairbanks, BBA '86, and Michael
Fassbender, MBA '86, May 24 in East Grand
Rap.ids. She is with Arthur Andersen and Co., and
he is with AHnet Communications in Grand
Rapids.
Brenda Holston, BS '86, and Peter Maurer,
August 9 in Delton. She is an elementary school
teacher, and they live in Kalamazoo.
Kathleen Moore, BS '86, and John Titus,
August 16 in Williamston.
Gregoey S. Moran, BA '86, and Lorrie
Kunselman, July 26 in Kanley Chapel. He is with
Center Medtcal Supply, Kalamazoo.
Scott L. Mott, BS '86, and Cheryl Bush, in
July in Three Rivers. He is a software engineer
for Texas Instruments, and they are living in
Sherman, TX.
Peter J. Petersen, BA '86, and Penny Healy,
June 21 in Gladstone. He is with Simpson Paper
Co.
Debra S. Schaub, BS '86, and Walter Sands,
August 9 in Muskegon. They are living in
Fayetteville, AR.
Jonathon Scott, BBA '86, and Teresa Shultz,
November 29 in Schoolcraft.
Kimberly Soule, BBA '86, and Scott
Broekhuizen, BBA '86, November 1 in
Kalamazoo. She is assistant manager of J.
Riggings, Portage, and he is a customer service
representative at One Way Products. They live in
Oshtemo.
Beth Tomilo, MA '86, and Tracy Cochran,
September 13 in Benton Harbor. She is executive
director of Gr.owth Innovations, Inc., St. Joseph,
and they live in Berrien Springs.

Deaths
M. Elizabeth Smutz, professor emeritus of art,
died February 1 in Kalamazoo. She had been a
Kalamazoo resident since 1938, and was on the
art faculty from 1947 until retirement in 1972. A
sister survives . .

1910-24
Lena Williams Dorrance, TC '10,. died July 20 in
Westland. She was widely known for her poetry.
Nydia B. Wheaton, TC '13, died January 26 in
Kalamazoo. From 1918 until retirement in 1957
she was a food inspector for the city of
Kalamazoo. She leaves two sisters and one
brother.
A. Grace Edmonds, TC '17, died December 24
in Grand Rapids. She retired in 1959 after
teaching for thirty years in Hastings.
Ila L. Krumheuer, TC '17, died December 17 in
Grand Rapids. She was for many years a physical
education teacher at Grand Rapids Junior
College.
Myra Porritt Wright, TC '19, died December 14
in Lowell. She leaves one daughter, Marjorie
Wright Pavlick, BS '54, Missoula, MT;
grandchildren; great-grandchildren; and three
sisters. ·She was postmaster in Dowling from 1922
until retirement in 1963.

Ona Braybrooks Latty, TC '20, died January 6
in Carmel, IN. She was a longtime Bellevue
resident and teacher in the schools there. She
leaves one son, five grandchildren, and four
great-grandchildren.
Ruth Raymond Breed, TC '23, BS '55, died
December 8 in Kalamazoo. She was a teacher for
twenty-five years in Mattawan and in the Van
Buren area. She leaves her husband. to whom
she had been married sixty years; one daughter;
two grandchildren; and one great-grandchild.
Dora Green Egner Carlson, TC '23, BS '48,
died December 26 in Rochester Hills. She was a
longtime Bellevue teacher and retired in 1963 as
elementary principal. She leaves one son, seven
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.
Cordelia Derby Ash, TC '24, BA '32, died
January 13 in Kalamazoo. She had retired in 1969
from the Otsego schools after teaching for fortytwo years. She leaves four children, including
William A. Ash, MA '74, Gainesville, FL; eleven
grandchildren; and one sister.
Max Musser, TC '24, BA '27, died recently in
Largo, FL. He had been -on the faculty of the
University of Michigan-Dearborn before
retirement. He leaves his wife.

1925-39
Florence Drach, BA '25, died November 14 in
Monroe, LA. A biologist-technician, she was
director of the Louisiana Health Department's
Monroe office for forty-two years, retiring in
1972. She had also taught at the University of
Texas. She leaves a sister and a brother.
Clarissa Toogood Pettersch, TC '25, died
December 9 in Grand Rapids. She was a retired
Detroit-area teacher. She leaves her husband.
Alfred Gates, TC '26, died recently in Newport
Beach, CA.
Marie Omland Hughes, TC '26, died October
18 in East Jordan. She taught for thirty-nine
years in Detroit and East Jordan. She leaves her
husband, two sons, one daughter, eight
grandchildren, three great-grandchildren, and
two brothers.
Darl Sink, '26, died December 10 in Dunedin,
FL. He had owned stores in Covert and Decatur
before moving to Florida. He leaves his wife, one
daughter, three grandchildren, and one brother.
Parnell Woodmansee Webster, TC '27, died
December 13 in Portage. A longtime resident of
· Richland, she had once been a teacher. She
leaves her husband; two sons; five grandchildren;
one great-grandchild; and one sister, Olive
Webster Webster, TC '30, Bedford.
Loraine Snyder Trumble, TC '28, died January
25 in Kalamazoo. At one time she was a teacher
in Kelloggsville.
Ruth DeVinney Powney, BA '29, died
December 4 in Grand Rapids. She was a Grand
Rapids teacher for thirty-two years. She leaves
two children; three grandchildren; three
brothers; and one sister, Lucille DeVinney
Delahanty, TC '48.
Albert L. Reus, BA '35, died October 24 at his
Grand Haven home. He ha'd been employed by
Keller Tool and Sealed Pow.er, and for twentyseven years was secretary-manager of the
Committee for Economic Development in Grand
Haven. He was also a former JCC president and
was co-founder of Junior Achievement. He leaves
his wife, three children, and six grandchildren.

1940-54
Ferdinand W. Leasor, BS '40, died January 25 in
Kalamazoo. He was with the Clarage Fan Co. for
forty-two years, and was national service
commission representative for the Battle Creek
Veteran's Administration Medical Center. He
leaves his wife, two daughters, two
grandchildren, and one sister.
Orville F. Lockwood, BS '40, died September
25 in Plymouth. He had retired from Ford Motor
Co. in 1978. He leaves his wife, three sons, one
daughter, and six grandchildren.
James D. Dunsmore, BS '49, died January 16
in Kalamazoo. He was a chemist for Eaton Corp.
until retirement in 1981, and leaves his wife, lola
Macklin, BS '65, MA '70; three sons; one
daughter; five grandchildren; his mother; and
one brother.
·
Robert L. Claeys, BS '51, died February 7 in
Kalamazoo. He was a self-employed accountant.
Surviving are his wife; four children, including
Robert, BBA '84; three grandchildren; four
sisters; and one brother.

~

Jacqueline Kintner Bishop, BA '53, died
January 4 in Kalamazoo. She had been a Portage
and Kalamazoo teacher. She leaves her husband,
P. Glen Bishop, engineer for WMUK; two sons;
one granddaughter; her mother; and three
sisters.
James G. Armstrong, BS '54, died January 7
in Jackson. He was a product manager for
Aeroquip Corp. Mr. Armstrong leaves his wife,
two daughters, one grandson, his parents, and
two brothers.

1955-84
Beatrice Branch, BA '55, died December 18 in
Grand Rapids. She was a teacher for thirty-five
years and is survived by her husband and her
twin sister, Gib Hall.
Fern Hamilton Carrington, BS '55, died
December 18 in Lawton, eleven days before her
ninety-fourth birthday. She retired in 1964 as a
Van Buren County teacher, and is survived by
seven children, including Edward L. Carrington,
BS '50, Burbank, CA, William H. Carrington, BS
'58, MA '74, Paw Paw, and Laura Carrington
McNabb, BS '70, Yuma AZ; twenty grandchildren;
and twenty-three great-grandchildren.
Velma Richardson Collins, BS '55, MA '59,
died November 20 in Miami, FL. She had taught
in Albion until retirement in 1971, when she
moved to Florida. She leaves two sons, two
granddaughters, her mother, two sisters, and two
brothers.
Frederick A. Ansara, BA '56, MA '63, died
December 9 in Grand Rapids. He had been a
teacher there, in Shepherd and Byron Center,
and he played locally with various bands and had
traveled with dance bands. He leaves his wife.
Mariella Tafel Raven, BS '59, died December
13 in Ionia. She retired from teaching in Saranac
in 1984, and leaves her husband, four stepchildren, her mother, and one sister.
Annette White Perkins, '60, died December 25
in Detroit. She leaves her husband, two
daughters, two sisters, and four brothers.
Martin P. Mang, MA '61, died August 31 in
Petoskey. At the time of his retirement in 1984
he was superintendent of schools in Vanderbilt.
He leaves his wife, four children, n'ine
grandchildren, two great-grandchildren, and his
mother.
Maralyn Ensley Braford, BS '62, MA '67, died
September 27 in Grand Rapids after heart
surgery. She had been principal of Sparta Middle
School for the past three years, and she lived at
Sand Lake. She was president-elect of the Kent
County Curriculum Council.
. Mabel White Buxton, BS '62, died December
23 in Grand Rapids. She was a teacher in the
Ionia area for thirty-five years, retiring in 1963.
She leaves one son, three grandchildren, and
four great-grandchildren.
Marcellyn Wilson Belles, BS '63, died January
3 in Allegan. She had taught in the Allegan
schools for twenty-three years, and leaves her
husband, two daughters, four grandchildren, and
one brother.
Dr. Raymond Snowden, BS '63, died January
22 in Captiva Island, FL. He owned four
McDonald's franchises in Detroit. He had been on
the board of directors of William Beaumont
Hospital, Royal Oak, and a member of the State
Housing Authority. While at Western he was
founding member of Epsilon chapter, Alpha Phi
Alpha. Dr. Snowden earned a master's degree at
Wayne State University and his doctorate at
Michigan State University. He leaves his wife, one
son, one grandchild, and three sisters.
Katherine Brushart Winter, BS '63, died
December 26 in Battle Creek following an auto
accident a week earlier. She retired as a
Burlington teacher in 1975.
Michael A. Folsom, BBA '64, died Januaty 8 in
Traverse City. He was a representative for Dun
and Bradstreet, and is survived by his mother
and a sister.
Mark W. Elenio, BBA '82, was killed December
10 in Ft. Rucker, AL, when a helicopter he was
flying crashed. He was a U.S. Army officer
candidate at the time. He leaves his parents, his
wife, a brother, and a sister.
Lea Fisher Neff, BS '83, died December 16 in
an automobile accident in Southfield, in which
her brother was also injured. She ,pad been a
computer programmer in engineering analysis
for Electronic Data Systems at the GM Tech
Center, Warren. She was a resident of Pontiac,
and she leaves her husband, Vance, her parents,
and her brother.
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Haenicke visits
with Florida alumni
Western alumni from throughout
Florida gathered in West Palm
Beach, Orlando, Naples, Bradenton
and Clearwater in late February to
meet University President Diether
Haenicke and his wife, Carol.
Graduates from 1927 through 1985
renewed friendships and heard all
that's new on campus from Dr.
Haenicke.
1 In Clearwater 'Ray Perkins, '35,
and his wife Jean, visit with
Emily Word, '77, a member of
the Alumni Association Board
of Directors.
2 Carol Haenicke, center, shares
a story with, from left to right,
Evalyn Rogers, Kay Dahman,
and Lori Johnson during the
reception in Clearwater.

3 A three-generation Western

family attended the alumni
dinner in Naples. They are,
from left to right, Tom Higgins,
'60; his wife, Joy Ann·Corbat
Higgins, '56; Dick Corbat, '29;
and Janet Higgins Steel, '80.

Photo by Vaughn Gurganlan; courtesy of the Oakland p,...

Tamper-proofpackages can be a pain

4 Barbara Smith, '83, right, tells
President Haenicke and alumni
director Jamie Jeremy of her
recent move to Fl Myers,
Florida, from Texas.
5

Trying to open tamper-proof and child-proof containers is
frustrating for many consumers, a Western study has found. To
learn more, tum to the story on page 1.

In Orlando, Tom Barnes, '77,
chats with Leon Portelli, '79.
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