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In many ways the fur trade was Amencan women were often and European groups were
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important?

the glue that held together the
allhance between the French and
their Native American neighbors.
A trade relationship was a
pronuse of peace between the
trading partners and it mmplied
mutual protection against
enemues. Marriages between
French traders and Native

seen as a way of cementing such
arangements and ensunng they
continued. The fur trade mvolved
more than exchange in the
economic sense. In the process of
the interaction that surrounded
this commercial activity and 1n
the exchange of goods, the
cultures of both Native American

altered. Evidence of this
interaction 1s most defimitely
present 1 the archaeological
record at Fort 5t Joseph in the
foom of vanous types of the
goods exchanged. Further
investigation will continue fo
highlight the importance of the
fort as a trading post.
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