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Ethics Decoming ~tanUarU Qi~cu~~ion
to~ic in tomorrow'~ college das~room~

Various faculty memDers teach
courses inco~orating ethical ~sues

Would you lie to spare a friend 's feelings? Would you notify your
business office of expense-account padding? Would you tell a cashier
you've received too much change? These ethical questions may not
seem to raise particularly important ethical issues. They don't deal
with improprieties on the scale of the Reagan
Administration's "Iran-Contra Mfair," Michael
Milken 's billion-dollar junk bond scams, or
television evangelist Jim Bakker's marital infidelity and robbing millions from parishioners.
But asking those questions helps demonstrate our willingness and ability to deal with
ethical issues in our daily lives. Whether we
ask, and how we respond once we do ask, can
send important signals to others, especially
children and young adults.
That's one reason more colleges and universities are bringing ethics, often described as
the study of morality, into the classroom.
Ethical discussions can help prepare students
to deal with a variety of thorny situations they
may encounter once they graduate.
One prominent ethics theorist, Samuel
Florman, suggests that "Most evil acts are
committed not by villains but rather by decent
human beings- in desperation, momentary
weakness, or an inability to discern what is
morally right amid the discordant claims of
circumstances. The determination to be good
may be molded at an early age, but we grapple
all our lives with the definition of what is
good, or at least acceptable."
Ambrose Bierce, an American satirist popular during the turn of the century , also
observed that type of confusion. In his Devil's
Dictionary, Bierce describes "moral " as
"Conforming to a local and mutable standard
of right. Having the quality of general expediency." He goes on to define "responsibility" as
'A detachable burden easily shifted to the
shoulders of God , Fate, Fortune, Luck, or
one's neighbor. In the days of astrology, it was
customary to unload it upon a star."
For many of us Bierce's tongue-in-cheek
definitions apply to how we solve a variety of
ethical problems . But Western Michigan
University philosophy professor Michael S.
Pritchard says a number of societal and technological changes in the last two decades have encouraged
Americans to confront ethical dilemmas.
The renewed interest in ethics is particularly evident in academia,
where institutions such as WMU are in the mainstream of studying
and teaching ethics.
The University offers well -established courses in biomedical, communication, and professional ethics , while its Department of
Philosophy offers both a major and a minor program in ethics. In
addition, various other departments offer ethics-related courses, and
t he University is currently discussing whether to make ethics a
required course for all undergraduates.
WMU's six-year-old Center for the Study of Ethics in Society aids
those efforts by supporting teaching and research in ethics across the
curricu lum and by bringing together interested faculty members. Six
years ago Pritchard and a core group of nearly twenty faculty members established the center, which is the first comprehensive ethicsrelated center at a public university in Michigan.
Pritchard, who serves as center director, says the founding and
current members are basically full -time teachers, so their involvement amounts to an extracurricular activity.

Ethical issues, once confined to the philosophy classroom, are now
being addressed in a wide variety of academic disciplines throughout
Western Michigan University. Faculty are addressing ethics either as
part of their regular required courses or in special seminars or
courses as part of numerous professional concerns unique to specific disciplines.
Dr. Raymond E. Alie, an associate professor
of management, says ethics education is an
area of emerging importance for those who
teach tomorrow's business leaders. But, Alie
says, getting students to pinpoint their values
can be a challenge.
"Ethical problems, by their very nature, are
value laden. A lot of students have never really
staked out their positions on the issues we
talk about," he says.
Like several other faculty members in his
college. Alie incorporates ethics into his regular coursework. In his Business and Society
class, he devotes more than a third of the
class sessions to discussing ethical problems
that range from examining motives for
padding expense accounts to deciding if criminal liability is appropriate for business persons who produce and sell a product that
results in a consumer's death.
"You have to deal with the smaller issues
they are most likely to encounter as well as
the grandiose dilemmas," he says. "I don 't
believe you can change a person 's system of
moral reasoning by pumping them through a
course on ethics. What you can do is create an
awareness of what an ethical dilemma is and
show them how they might arrive at a
solution that is in keeping with a framework
of moral principles."
Consciousness-raising is also important to
Robert E. Boughner, an associate professor of
industrial engineering who is a longtime
advocate of introducing ethical issues to
students in his discipline. Boughner began a
required senior seminar in the 1970s and
devotes about a third of the seminar's class
time to ethics, urging students to begin with
the Engineering Code of Ethics when ethical
questions arise.
Industrial engineering revolves around systems, and systems require people to run them , he says. Conse quently, students need to consider how their work might affect a
wide range of people.
"Much of the time is spent raising awareness about ethics,"
Boughner says. "When they make a decision that makes good sense
from the engineering standpoint, they need to make sure it makes
sense from the ethical standpoint as well. Basically we're trying to
teach them to ask themselves the right questions and answer them,
too."
In contrast to faculty members from many other disciplines, Dr.
Shirley Bach, a professor of philosophy, says she has never met a student who hasn't at least thought about the ethical issues that are discussed in her classes. A medical ethics expert, Bach says many
students come to her with a well -defined stand on medical-related
issues.
But she notes that while student awareness has been present since
she first taught ethics in the 1970s, the nature of some of their ethical discussions has changed. Issues such as human genetics had been
discussed theoretically, as something possible down the road, Bach
says. Now, because of advances in medical technology, her students'
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Campus provides rich
backdrop for expanding
/mow/edge of ethics
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Etfiic~ Oecomin~ ~tanOarO Oi~cu~~ion topic
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The study and teaching of ethics at Western
Michigan University have resulted in numerous externally funded projects, publications,
and professional conferences, as the following
sampling of recent activities shows.

NSF project familiarizes future engineers with
ethical issues they may face in their profession
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A three-year, $124,977 project funded in 1989 by the National
Science Foundation to develop teaching materials on engineering ethics is nearing completion. Directed by Dr. Michael
S. Pritchard, a professor of philosophy, the project is a case
study approach to the issue of engineering ethics. Working
with Dr. James A. Jaksa, a professor of communication, Dr.
Ralph Tanner, an assistant professor of engineering technology, and Robert E. Boughner, an associate professor of industrial engineering, Pritchard has developed text and interactive
computer software that can be used in engineering curricula
across the country to give students a taste of the ethical issues
they may face in their careers.
The software, Pritchard says, has "a dynamic quality
to it" because it requires the student to make a decision
at each step as the case scenario unfolds. The case studies were developed after extensive interviews with more
than fifty practicing engineers to get a feel for the types
of situations requiring ethical sensitivity that engineers
face. Cases also were developed that are sensitive to the
organizational contexts in which engineers typically
work. Pritchard has recently been working with
researchers from Texas A & M University, who received a
similar NSF grant. Beginning in July, they will start
integrating the materials developed at both universities
into an engineering ethics text they hope to publish in
1993.

"This testifies to the seriousness with which these people
take ethics. Other campuses are
very impressed," Pritchard says.
"At WMU it wasn't the administration giving dollars to build
bridges across disciplines. Here, we had the bridges
and we extended them, but with very little money.
Other campuses have the money but not the wherewithal to break down the barriers."
Pritchard says faculty interest in teaching and
studying ethics is partly an outgrowth of America's
increasing social consciousness and pressure from
professions such as medicine, law, and engineering,
which are confronting problems never dreamed of
in Bierce's time.
"The initial impetus to study and talk about
ethics, at least on campuses, came from the medical area," Pritchard says. "Today we have to make
decisions about when to 'pull the plug' and who

Agriculture and food production expert
examines ethics related to food policies

Dr. Kenneth A. Dahlberg, a professor of political science,
has been awarded a $69,605 grant from the National
Science Foundation's Ethics and Values Studies
Program to evaluate food policies in six American cities
and one county containing a large urban area. Designed
to fill a major gap in the current understanding of food
and agricultural systems, part of Dahlberg's two years of
work will be to examine people's values concerning food
issues. He will consider religious, environmental, economic, and other values as he examines such issues as
food access, urban food production, emergency food distribution networks, food recycling, utilization of federal
food programs, and the environmental impact of urban
food use.

Teaching ethics project shares information
with interested members of college faculties

Teaching Ethics Across the Curriculum, a project cosponsored by the Center for the Study of Ethics in Society
and the Office of Faculty Development, has been so successful that the ethics center is seeking new funding to
continue the project. It originated two years ago with
$5,350 in funding from the Kalamazoo Consortium for
Higher Education to support seminars for about thirty
faculty members from WMU and three other area colleges.
The seminars targeted faculty who were interested in
teaching ethics courses in their respective disciplines or
who wanted to integrate ethics into courses they already
taught. The seminars were followed up with a series of
presentations by nationally known experts in ethics who
shared their experiences and teaching ideas.

Communication ethics becomes speciality
of communication department, ethics center

Communication ethics has grown into a specialty at
WMU, as a focus of both the Department of Communication and The Center for the Study of Ethics in Society.
Long an area of emphasis among faculty in the
Department of Communication, the topic area was developed into a course in 1979. Team taught by Dr. James A.
Jaksa and Dr. Michael S. Pritchard, this popular upperlevel course has attracted a wide range of students and
community members. Business, philosophy, and communication majors share discussion time with public relations professionals, politicians, and undercover police
officers. Beginning this winter semester, Jaksa also is
teaching a graduate seminar in organizational communication ethics.
In addition, WMU is playing a leading role in communication ethics at the national level. Jaksa was the primary

Continued on page 8

we'll allow on dialysis
machines. Not long ago the
technology that requires us to
make such decisions didn't exist. But
many other professions, such as business, engineering,
journalism, law, and social work, are also advocating
ethics courses.
"Also, the civil rights movement, Vietnam War, and
Watergate scandal have increased public awareness about
ethical issues," Pritchard says, "and investigative reporting and modern communication technology have heightened this awareness. We had a war on TV, we saw Los
Angeles police beating Rodney King, we saw pictures of
the Challenger explosion again and again. We have our
eyes open now and we have more immediate ways of
seeing what's happening."
The extent to which America will incorporate ethics
into curricula remains to be seen. Persuasive arguments
are being made for both expanding and limiting ethics
teaching at higher education institutions.
Part of the dissension stems from a fear that teachers
will use the lectern as a pulpit from which to preach and
propagandize. Other critics maintain that the church and
family are more appropriate arenas for morals education.
Still others argue that teaching ethics wastes time and
money because our morals are set long before we walk
into a college classroom.
Supporters of teaching ethics say the intent is to help
students recognize ethical issues and then help them to
critically evaluate the relevant problems and concepts
these issues present.
"You can be a very good person, but ethical situations
don't come with labels on them. If you can't see them,
you can't solve them," Pritchard says. "I think a lot of
people get into ethical difficulty just because they find
themselves in situations they didn't think about."
Dr. James A. Jaksa, a professor of communication and
associate director of the ethics center, agrees.
"By teaching ethics, the hope is that students will be
freer, more independent, and more responsible when

they're out of the classroom and on their own," Jaksa say .
"Most of us teach a process of thinking through the ethical issues rather than taking an ethical position. The ethical quandaries and issues will still be there if you don't
teach ethics. The leaders of society come out of our colleges and universities, so in the long run, if you do teach
ethics the whole society can be positively influenced."
Jaksa's view isn't a novel one. Since Greek times,
Western civilization has traditionally made ethics a central part of education. In a 1980 report on teaching ethics
in higher education, the Hastings Center, a ociety,
ethics, and life sciences institute in New York, notes that
"moral philosophy" was the culminating course required
of all seniors at American colleges throughout the nineteenth century.
About the time Bierce began writing his humorous dictionary definitions in the 1880s, though, the report says
the practice was already on shaky ground. The "bland
rhetoric of the classroom and the realities outside" made
conveying shared values difficult "except by evading orne
of the fundamental moral questions of the century " such
as slavery.
"By the 1930s the field of ethics itself was becoming
more specialized," the report explains. "The increasing
isolation of ethics within departments of philosophy and
religion, the fragmentation of the university in general,
and the technical emphasis of profes ional chools
together conspired to push moral reflection to the sidelines."
According to the Hastings Center, today's efforts to
ush moral reflection back to the frontlines are only pru"Morality is part of any reflective personal life, and
ical perspectives and deliberation shape cultural and
life," the center says in its report. "To leave ethics
a curriculum makes little sense."
says mod rn-day cours s emphasize applyin
ethics daily life and probably deal more with ethical
issues i society and organizations. "The bottom line
shouldn ·ust be profit and loss," he ays about this type
of social
ibility. "Frankly, we should be willing to
lose some
. The bottom line should be doing what
and just."
by the Josephson In titute of Ethics, a
nonprofit corporation in California
designed to improve the ethical quality of society, also draws that concluion. The institute re earched the
values and behaviors of the eighteen-totwenty-year-old generation and issued a call
to action, challenging American to be ethical in
their daily activities and to hold others accountable
for lapses in ethics. The in titute ays "lOis,' the "I
deserve it" young adults, are the largest discernable segment of the "twentysomething' generation. They have "a
deeply internalized belief that getting what one want i
an inalienable right justifying whatever behaviors seem to
work," the institute says.
"... Our findings about American youth are not that all
young people have lost their moral moorings, but that an
unprecedented proportion, not necessarily a majority
have adopted value systems that ubordinate traditional
ethical principles to the desire to achieve personal goal ,"
the institute goes on to say.
"There are many causes for the extreme moral laxity of
America's youth. But much of it comes down to the failure of parents, teachers, employers, and prominent figures in politics, business, sports, and religion to set good
examples and to assure that the young people them elves
were held accountable for ethical violations.
"lOis didn 't invent lying and cheating but they learned
them well. Thus, the bad habits and attitudes of so many
young adults reflect deteriorating ethics in society in general exemplified by fallen heroes and a system where it's
the bottom line that counts. In this system ethics is for
wimps, honesty is not always the be t policy, and cheater
often prosper."
But Jaksa says America is still relatively healthy, despite
reports from organizations like the Josephson in titute
and media coverage of one misdeed after another. "As
long as we're upset about these things, we're okay," he
says. "But when it becomes business as usual , when lying,
cheating, and stealing become the norm, then we've
turned the corner."
"Teaching ethics" illustration by Anita Kunz
"Ethics becoming standard discussion topic"
story by Jeanne Baron, M.A. '89
"Various faculty members" and "Campus provides
rich backdrop" stories by Cheryl Roland
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• WMU's strength will serve as buffer against
ebb and flow of funding support, Haenicke says

While the tides of politics and support
for higher education ebb and flow,
Western Michigan University will
remain strong in its goals of providing
teaching, research, and service to its
constituents, President Diether H.
Haenicke said October 29 in his state of
the University address at WMU's twelfth
Academic Convocation.
"Budget allocations and political
Diether H. Haenicke
trends may occasionally run against us.
But they have not been able to derail
this school. They may frustrate us, but they will not bend our
determination," Haenicke said. 'We have a great faculty. We
attract very good students indeed. Our colleagues on the staff
are working hard, side by side with us, in our joint effort to
advance this institution. We are governed by a competent
and wise Board of Trustees. Our friends in the community
and our friends among the alumni abound, ready to assist us
in many ways."
While saying WMU has strong reason to trust its collective
strength, Haenicke noted that the University's current fiscal
situation is grim. He said WMU has helped itself weather
these and other tough times by practicing conservative fiscal
management, achieving record high enrollments, raising
capital campaign funds, and completing several needed construction and renovation projects. Still, he said, Michigan
lawmakers need to realize that cutting back state aid and setting tuition limits hurt institutions like WMU, which receive
less aid dollars than many other institutions and have traditionally hown restraint in raising tuition.
As for the next few years, Haenicke said "the plate is still
full. " Among the needed projects being planned are a recreation!phy ical education/athletics facility, a power plant, a
science building, and a parking ramp. But WMU must con-
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tinue building quality in addition to building facilities,
Haenicke said, pointing to recent accomplishments such as
WMU's selection again this year by U.S. News and World
Report's guide to America's best colleges as one of the
country's best national universities.
"As we look at the next year, we all see difficulties, problems, possible disagreements," he concluded. "But we also
see great possibilities, opportunities, and lots of hope."

• Two named Distinguished Faculty Scholars

Two faculty members with international reputations
were named
WMU's 1991
Distinguished
Faculty Scholars.
Dr. Kenneth A.
Dahlberg, a professor of political
science,
and Dr.
Kenneth A. Dahlberg
E. Thomas Lawson
E. Thomas
Lawson, chairperson of the Department of Religion, earned
the designation, the University's highest honor for a faculty
member.
Dahlberg, who joined the WMU faculty in 1966, is widely
recognized for his work in such areas as sustainable agriculture, technology assessment, and international food and agriculture policy. (Details about one of his current projects
appear in a story on page 2 of this issue.) He was elected a
fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of
Science in 1982, has served on the U.S. National Committee
for Man and the Biosphere, has chaired a two-year U.S. Office
of Technology Assessment study committee on Technologies
to Maintain Biological Diversity, and recently was appointed
a member of the World Conservation Union's Commission
on Environmental Strategy and Planning.

Lawson, who joined the WMU faculty in 1961, has served
several stints as chairperson of the Department of Religion.
He is credited with developing the curriculum that became
the model for many of the new departments of religion that
were springing up at public universities throughout the
United States in the 1960s and 1970s. He was also instrumental in establishing one of the first departments of religion
that emphasized the academic study model rather than the
seminary model. Lawson has served in significant positions
in a number of professional associations, has been on the editorial boards of several national and international scholarly
publications, has played a leading role in several international conferences, and was founding president of the North
American Association for the Study of Religion.

• EPA awards $1.3 million for recycling research

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has awarded $1.3
million to WMU to fund a six-year research project aimed at
producing a high-quality paper product from mixed office
waste paper that currently ends up in landfills. The grant, the
largest ever made to WMU's College of Engineering and
Applied Sciences, will be used by the Department of Paper
and Printing Science and Engineering to purchase research
equipment needed to address the technical problems that
make mixed waste paper one of the least used sources of pulp
for recycled products. President Diether H. Haenicke praised
U.S. Rep. Howard Wolpe for playing a key role in securing
the grant for WMU.

• WMU launches Campus III Weekend College

Beginning this month, WMU is offering both graduate and
undergraduate courses on Saturdays as part of its newly
developed Campus III Weekend College. Courses are being
offered in modules to provide adult learners with maximum
flexibility. A wide range of support services are available,
including free child care, free parking, program information,
advising, library resources, and a weekend facilitator.

• Battalion selects first black woman commander

Various faculty memDers teacn courses inco~orating etnical issues
Continued from page 1
discussions often mirror the public policy debates taking place among state
and federal lawmakers as politicians
deal with today's medical realities.
"We spend time discussing topics on which good people
often disagree and do a very structured analysis of ethical
concerns and the line of reasoning that is used to arrive at
a position," Bach says about her classes. "Current cases
often help show how ethical reflections can later become
the basis for a law."
Genetics and other formerly theoretical issues remain
critical and will continue to create new ethical concerns,
Bach says. For example, recent developments have
allowed accurate predictions of who will develop
Huntington's disease and who will give birth to children
with cystic fibrosis. Bach says this means the courts and
Congress now need to address how employers can use
genetic testing in deciding who to hire and how insurance
companies can use it in deciding who to insure.
Dr. Michael E. McCarville, chairperson of the
Department of Chemistry, says that he seldom ventures
into ethics in the chemistry classroom, but his concern
about how science is perceived in society has been
expressed in a Lee Honors College seminar he has taught
several times. While McCarville is aware of recent news
reports of scientific fraud and plagiarism among scientists, he considers such reports overblown and is confident the mechanisms for correcting such problems are
already in place.
McCarville says he's more concerned with anti-science
and anti -intellectual attitudes and the misuse of science
by some scientists. He considers both to be ethical problems. He faults orne scientists for using complex issues
and public lack of knowledge about science to mislead and
alarm the public-often for their own purposes. He also
faults the non-scientific community for misleading the
public with anti-science sentiment.
'The main thing I stress is that it's unethical to
maintain misconceptions, whatever your purpose for
doing so is."
Changing public attitude is very much on the mind of
Dr. Peter Kobrak, a professor of public administration and
political science, when he broaches the subject of ethics
to his students. Many of those Kobrak teaches are midcareer professionals who already are employed in the
public service sector and already have experienced ethical
dilemmas.

He says typical ethical dilemmas usually involve
whistleblowing and conflict of interest. The more
neglected ethical dilemma, Kobrak says, is a larger question caused by the breakdown of the political process.
Americans are less and less informed about government,
he says, and as a result, public administrators are faced
with increasing numbers of decisions that must be made
in the absence of a public mandate or even a sense of
direction from the electorate.
"I think it's an ethical obligation, not usually regarded
as part of an administrator's job, to keep the public
informed and push these issues into the political process,"
Kobrak says. "Some of my students argue that it's not
their job to do that, that they are involved in administering the smaller pieces of the overall picture. I argue that
we must do the small pieces as well as possible, but we
must also be concerned with the larger picture."
That larger picture is also important to Dr. Patrick M.
Jenlink, an assistant professor of educational leadership.
Jenlink devotes major portions of his graduate classes to
ethical considerations. He focuses on ethical decisionmaking and the ethics and responsibilities of those who
deal with developing human potential. His students, many
already employed as educators, are preparing for educational leadership roles in public and private schools, the
corporate world, and colleges and universities.
"I'm very concerned with such issues as equity, equality, and freedom-the values that undergird our society,"
he says. "I'm concerned with how decisions that educational leaders make impact individuals in their organizations as well as the broader society in which they exist."
Jenlink introduces ethical issues to his students in such
classes as School Business Management, asking them to
apply ethics to decisions as commonplace as school
financing. He relies heavily on ethics readings, class discussions, and activities to introduce ethical concepts to
his students. For many, he says, this is their first introduction to ethics and they discover that they aren't really
aware of who they are as ethical beings. They aren't sure
what their philosophical foundation is and have never
explored the relationship between ethics, morals, and
values.
"I do believe there's a new awareness for the need to
include-ethics in the education of practitioners," Jenlink
says. "I think we need to move beyond awareness and to
the development of ethical character as a major part of
our coursework."

Tennie L. Williams

Tennie L. Williams, a senior from
Monroe, has been selected as the new
cadet commander of the WMU ROTC
Bronco Battalion. Williams, who is
majoring in criminal justice, is the first
black woman in the battalion's fortyone-year history to hold the prestigious
post of commander. Out of the unit's
fifty-two previous commanders, the .
newly-appointed cadet lieutenant
colonel is the fifth woman to be chosen
for the top position.

• Butterworth Hospital, WMU join forces

Butterworth Hospital in Grand Rapids and WMU have
completed the first year of a new joint surgical residency
program that prepares physician assistants for surgical
careers. WMU received a grant from Butterworth to
coordinate the twelve-month residency program and provide
the educational expertise necessary to make it a success.
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Theater stars perform
tor President's Club
Edwina Lewis, '73, right,
and Marin Mazzie, B.S.
'82, left, returned to campus September 13 to
entertain the sixteenth
assembly of the President's Club.Before landing the role of Sister
Mary Hubert in the
Broadway production of
Nunsense, Lewis
appeared in a revival of
Godspefl; Dreamgirls,
playing a chorus part and
understudying the role of
Effie; and the industrial
show I Love New York.
Mazzie has appeared in
Merrily We Roll Along,
Broadway productions of
Into the Woods and Big
River, and on daytime
television and the NBC
series V. The President's
Club recognizes significant donors who play a
key role in WMU's
development.

WMU dedicates
new building to
house business
departments

On October 11 , 1991, Western Michigan
University dedicated the new building for the
Haworth College of Business (top photo). During
the celebration, President Diether H. Haenicke
(bottom photo) addressed an overflow audience
m the new building 's auditorium Among the
other dedication ceremony participants were
G. W. Haworth. B.A. '37, founder and board
chairperson of Haworth, Incorporated; Richard

G. Haworth, B.B.A. '64, president and
chief executive officer of Haworth ,
Incorporated; Winifred D. Fraser, chairperson
of the WMU Board of Trustees; and William U
Parfet, chairperson of the WMU Foundation. The
$20. 1 million buildmg was funded with $12. 1 million from the state of Michigan and $8 million in
pnvate gifts, the largest amount of pnvate support for a single project in WMU 's h1story.

Be a part of

our success

Editor's note: This article was
written by Patricia A. Waring,
B.S. '65. Waring is the chairperson of the 1991-92 Annual
Fund for Western.
A significant part of Western Michigan University's success is made possible by unrestricted gifts from alumni,
friends, corporations, and foundations through the
Annual Fund for Western. Most gifts come in as a result of
direct mail and telephone campaigns.
Unrestricted contributions give WMU the flexibility to
fund literally hundreds of projects each year. The importance of unrestricted contributions can't be overemphasized. Many donors choose to designate their gift to a
particular department or program, and we're grateful for
these gifts. However, we want our alumni and friends to
know that unrestricted dollars provide support to students and faculty in all curricula.
Countless opportunities arise each year that can make a
meaningful difference in the educational experience.
However, such unforeseen opportunities often can't be
funded out of established budgets; they require special
funding, which is where unrestricted dollars play their
important role. While these needs are real, it would not be
practical or cost effective to launch a specific fund-raising
effort for each special need that arises. Unrestricted
Annual Fund dollars respond to these special needs.
This past year, unrestricted dollars provided grants for
students and faculty research, for much-needed scholarships, for support of visiting artists and lecturers, and
for computers and other equipment needed for
instruction and research. These are only a few
examples of how gifts to the Annual Fund help meet
important needs throughout the year, every ear.
We're extremely grateful to those donor who hav"'
responded to our University's needs and w o 1ave made
all or a part of their contributions withou restnc 1 n .
WMU students are phoning alumni and friends asking
them for unrestricted support. I hope everyone contacted
will join in the success of WMU and respond positively to
their call.

Major gifts and pledges to continue excellence at Western Michigan University
James Kerr creates Department of Art
endowment fund with $100,000 gift

Retired painter and lecturer James W. Kerr of
Albuquerque, New Mexico, has provided $100,000 to
establish the Rose Netzorg and James Wilifrid Kerr
Endowment Fund for the Department of Art. Revenue
from the endowment will be used to support student
scholarships and may also be used in the future toward
costs for a new WMU art gallery.
Rose Netzorg Kerr, T.C. '12, joined the University's
art department faculty in 1912 and directed the department's activities until 1923, when she left to pursue a
career as a freelance author and artist. Netzorg, who
died in 1974, earned a Pulitzer Prize nomination in
1952 for her illustrated work 100 Years of Costume in
America.
James W. Kerr has maintained close ties to WMU. In
addition to his most-recent gift, he has funded an
annual art scholarship and has contributed significant
artwork to the University's Permanent Art Collection.

Ruth Kirby estate provides $110,000
to endow fund for language students

Through her estate, former associate professor Ruth
Yates Kirby has provided $110,000 for the Department
of Languages and Linguistics. Dr. Kirby died in St.
Petersburg, Florida, in June 1990. She was born in
Tuscola, Illinois, in 1903, and earned degrees from the
University of Washington, University of Illinois, and
Middlebury College. She worked at WMU from 1945 to
1968. Prior to joining WMU's College of Education
faculty, she taught Latin and French at both the high
school and junior college levels. This estate gift has
been used to establish an endowed "Ruth Yates Kirby
Fund." As requested by the donor, the fund's earnings
will support travel/study scholarships and awards for
students enrolled in Spanish language courses.

Shearson Lehman Brothers supports
business building with $25,000 grant

Shearson Lehman Brothers, Incorporated, an
American Express Company, has provided a grant of
$25,000 to the WMU Foundation to be used for the new
building for the Haworth College of Business. The
grant was announced by Robert M. Brown, III, managing director of the company's Lehman Brothers
Division in New York City. "We are pleased," Brown
said, "to have established this relationship with the
University and to support the many exciting programs
you have developed." Brown also expressed the hope
that Shearson Lehman Brothers could continue its
support of WMU in the future.

Family establishes endowed scholarship
in physics to honor the late Dr. Nichols

The family of the late Nathan L. Nichols, '39, professor
of physics from 1955 to 1981, has provided $10,000
through the WMU Foundation to establish the Nathan
L. Nichols Endowed Physics Scholarship. The gift was
made by professor Nichols' widow, Donna (Martin)
Nichols, B.A. '39, M.S. '64, and their children. In addition to their gifts, all memorial contributions made in
Dr. Nichols' name will be designated to this scholarship. Nathan Nichols, who died June 17, 1991, received
a bachelor of arts in mathematics from WMU. He later
received a master's degree from the University of
Michigan and a Ph.D. from Michigan State University.

Edith Mange estate provides $25,000
to endow fund for history students

Through her estate, former member of the history faculty Dr. A. Edith Mange provided $25,000 to the WMU
Foundation. The gift has been used to establish the A.
Edith Mange Distinguished Scholarship in History
Fund. According to Dr. Douglas P. Ferraro, dean of the

College of Arts and Sciences, this endowed fund will be
used to advance women students of history. Born in
Glen Ellyn, Illinois, in 1905, Mange taught at
Southeast Missouri State College before joining WMU s
history faculty in 1949. She retired in 1975. One of her
most lasting contributions to the University was establishing International Travel Night a continuing
program which has encouraged hundreds of WMU students to engage in foreign study. Mange died in 1990.

JaneL. Ulmer remembered through
printing-related scholarship fund

Jacquelyn Elise of Detroit, majoring in printing
management, and Brian Scott of Marne majoring in
graphic arts education, were named the first recipients
of the JaneL. Ulmer Scholarship. The $1 ,000 annual
awards are funded through gifts given in memory of
JaneL. Ulmer, who died in October 1989. James L.
Ulmer, associate professor of printing and paper science and engineering and widower of the deceased, is
among those who have to date given or pledged
approximately $13,000 to the scholarship fund.

Kalamazoo contracting firm pledges
$15,000 for capital improvements

The Kalamazoo-based general construction contracting firm of L. D. Docsa Associates, Inc., has pledged
$15,000 through the WMU Foundation to be used for
capital improvements. Among other professional affiliations, Docsa Associates is a member of the Associated
Builders and Contractors and both the Michigan and
the National Societies of Professional Engineers. The
firm is also an associate member of the WMU
President's Club, represented by David L. Docsa, vice
president. Docsa Associates was the general contractor
for the new building for the Lee Honors College and
for several other campus projects.
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Alumni Association announces 1991 Alumni Teaching Excellence Award winners
Three Western Michigan University faculty members have
won 1991 Alumni Teaching Excellence Awards. Presented
by the WMU Alumni Association, the awards went to: Dr.
Constantine J. "Gus" Gianakaris, a professor of English
and theatre; Dr. Gerald Hardie, a professor of physics; and
Dr. Harold L. Ray, a professor of health, physical education, and recreation.
Since first being awarded in 1966, more than 100 faculty members have received Alumni Teaching Excellence
Awards in recognition of their superior teaching skills and
professional expertise. Recipients are selected by an
Alumni Association committee from nominations by
alumni , students, and departmental colleagues.
G ianakaris joined the faculty in 1966. He teaches
courses in Shakespeare, English Renaissance drama, modern world drama, literary and dramatic theory, newspaper
reviewing, and feature writing.
He was co-founder of Comparative Drama, an interdisciplinary and international quarterly he also co-edited
for many years. He currently serves as editorial board
member of two professional journals, Slavic and East
European Arts and American Drama. In addition,
Gianakaris works as a reviewer for the Kalamazoo
Gazette.
Last month a collection of critical essays on British
playwright Peter Shaffer which Gianakaris edited was published. His own full-length scholarly book on Shaffer, the
author of such award-winning plays as Equus and Amadeus, is due out later this year. He also is involved in local
theater a a director and dramaturgist, and as a board
member for University and community theater groups.
"Gus Gianakaris brings his inexhaustible intellectual
and theatrical vitality to every class he teaches," said one
alumnus in nominating him for the award. "The results

1910-1959
• Albert Johnsen, BS '33, is now
serving his eighth year as presi dent of the Michigan Association
of enior Education Leaders .
Johnsen reside in Stanwood, MI.
0 Kristen D. Juul, BA '4 , retired
August 31 after twenty-one years
as a professor of special education
at Southern Illinois University,
Carbondale, IL.
O Patricia O'Malley Johnson, BA
'49 , in July was named a counselor with Christian Counseling
ervice, Gladsden, AL.
0 James Pellowe, BA '50, MA '53,
in July was appointed tru tee for
the Portage Board of Education,
Portage, MI.
• Dr. Janette Miller Sherman,
B '52, in June was named a
member of The American Legion
Science Panel, Washington, D. C.
• Howard Johnson, B '54, won
this year 's ational Teaching
Excellence Award as a professor at
Monroe County Community College, Monroe, MI.
0 Bruce Taiclet, B '56, MA '63,
on June 7 retired from the Berrien
prings Public chool system
after thirty-three years.
0 Jim Dollahan, BBA '58 , in
August was promoted to manager
of
engineered
solutions ,
Humphrey Products Co. , Kala mazoo, MI.
0 Robert Grill, BM '58, MA '63,
recently accepted a position as
project specialist with Benchmark
Products, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Howard Bredin, B '59, MA
'69, in June retired as a business
teacher for Reeths-Puffer High
chool , Muskegon, MI.
·

orth American Appliance Group
of Whirlpool Corporation, Benton
Harbor, MI.
0 Marilee Hough Steward, BS
'61 , in June was voted Lakewood
High School Teacher of the Year,
Lakewood, MI.
0 Joseph P. Gerovac, BS '62, has
been appointed executive vice
president and senior lending officer for the Bank of Lakeview ,
Lakeview, MI.
• Dennis Kniola, BS '62, MA '68,
in May was named principal for
Lake hore Junior High School,
tevensville, MI.
• Frank Buesing, BS '63, in June
was named assistant store man ager at Officemax, Incorporated,
Vernon Hills, IL.

are electrifying. His graceful combination of good humor
and penetrating insight enlivens texts and ideas in a way
that is unique in my experience."
H ardie, a WMU faculty member since 1965, teaches
advanced and introductory courses in electronics, analytical mechanics, quantum mechanics, and relativity. His
field of research is experimental nuclear physics, on
which he has written numerous articles for scholarly
journals.
A member of the American Physical Society, he also is
the administrator of the Luise Meyer-Schutzmeister
Memorial Award, a $500 scholarship given annually to a
woman at a U.S. university who is doing outstanding
research in pursuing a doctoral degree in physics.
In the classroom, Hardie is known for his dedication to
explaining the sometimes complicated concepts of physics
to his students. "The way that he presented the material
stimulated my thinking and developed my understanding
in ways that it had not been before," said one alumnus in

Consumers Power Company ,
Jackson, MI.
• Ronald M. Larsen, BBA '65, in
August was appointed chief financial officer of Hillsdale Commu nity Health Center, Hillsdale, MI.
0 Gerald Ritenburgh, MA '65, on
June 30 retired as superintendent
of the Bark River-Harris Schools,
Kalkaska, MI.

0 James V. Katz, BS '66, a trial
attorney with the criminal divi sion of the U. S. Department of
Justice, Washington , D. C., was
commended by the Police Executive Research Forum for his valuable preparation of a recent
publication entitled Informants
• Charles Langerveld, BBA '66,
in May was voted mayor of Lake
Havasu City, AZ.
0 Christopher U. Light, MBA '67,
recently was elected to the Kalamazoo College Board of Trustees,
Kalamazoo, MI.

Frank Buesing

1964-1965
0 Dr. Robert H. Bruininks, BS

'64, in September was appointed
dean of the College of Education
at the University of Minnesota's
Institute
of
Community
Integration, Minneapolis, MN.

Christopher U Light

0 Robert Newhouse, BS '67, MA

'69, wa~ named assistant dean of
the College of Education at
Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS.

1968-1969

Robert H. Bruininks

0 Lynn H. Frederick, BBA '65,
in August was appointed director
of accounting services at

Publishing Paper Division,
Escanaba, MI.
0 William Dekker, BA '68, in
June was promoted to coupling
focused factory manager for Aeroquip Corporation, Maumee, OH.

• Bill Bolton, BS '68, has been
promoted to executive vice president of marketing, Jewel Food
Stores, Melrose Park, IL.
0 Karyn Rigterink Boyd, BA '68,
accepted the position of director
of the Wee Wisdom Pre-School,
Hudsonville, MI.
0 Gary Butryn, BS '68, has been
named president of the Mead

R ay joined WMU's faculty in 1960 and retired from the
University in December. During his career at WMU, he
has served stints as chairperson of the Department of
Health, Physical Education, and Recreation and as coordinator of graduate studies. His teaching assignments have
ranged from activity classes in the earlier years to more
recent courses on such subjects as Cultural Bases of
Sport, Ethics in Sport, and Socio-Cultural Foundations of
HPER/Sport.
Last year, he was named Scholar of the Year by the
six-state Midwest District Association of the American
Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, and
Dance for his research on the history of sport and the
relationship between sport and art. He is the author of
numerous articles for professional journals, and co-wrote
the book, Sports Talk: A Dictionary of Sports Metaphors,
with Dr. Robert A. Palmatier, a WMU professor of languages and linguistics. This volume was named an
Outstanding Academic Book of 1989 by Choice magazine.
"He is greatly knowledgeable in his field of work and it
shows," said a former student, "not to mention the way
his positive attitude about his work shows through. Being
in the classroom with a teacher who enjoys what he does
makes learnmg that much more (un."
Ray has shared his knowledge of sports with his colleagues through involvement in several professional
associations. He has served as president of the Michigan
Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation,
and Dance and as historian of the state, district, and national affiliates of this organization. He also was a charter
member of the North American Society for Sport History
and currently serves as its official photographer.

Alumni Association Calendar

1966-1967

and Undercover Investigations.

1960-1963
• Thomas M. Hoatlin, BBA '60,
in August was appointed commissioner of revenue for the state of
Michigan, Lansing, MI.
0 Paul Webster, TC '60, in June
retired from Westwood Elementary School in Portland, Ml, after
more than thirty -one years of
teaching.
0 Dean Mohney, BBA '61, in
June was appointed director,
financial analysis and administration, Mexican Operation, for the

The 1991 winners of Alumni Association Teaching Excellence
Awards are, from left, Dr. Gerald Hardie, Dr. Harold L. Ray, and Dr.
Constantine J. "Gus " Gianakaris.

nominating him for the award. "As a class we often found
ourselves frustrated and greatly challenged by what he
required of us, but when the task was accomplished, often
with his help and guidance, a real sense of success was
developed."
Hardie also has been cited for his attention to curriculum revision and finding better methods of reaching students. "He constantly seeks ways to improve his teaching
skills in order to enhance the learning process," said a
colleague. "When called upon to teach a new course, he
begins months in advance preparing and organizing so
that it will be of maximum benefit to the students."

FEBRUA
11

Good Morning Kalamazoo!-breakfast
series sponsored by the WMU Alumni
Association. "WMU Research and Business
Park: A Key to Kalamazoo's Future ," 7:30
a.m., Fetzer Center, Kalamazoo.

William Dekker

• Frank Eckstein, BS '68 , has
been promoted to group vice president of store operations , Jewel
Food Stores, Melrose Park, IL.
0 Mary Leiker, BS '68, MA '71, in
July was named superintendent of
Kentwood Public Schools, Grand
Rapids, MI.
0 John L. Lewis, MA '68 , re cently was named senior research
associate at Northern lllinois Uni versity's Center for Governmental
Studies, DeKalb, IL.
• Dorthea Corey Mortimore, BA
'68 , MA '75 , Sp.A '78 , in May
became associate vice president
and director of development at
Michigan State University, East
Lansing, MI.
0 Allen Skibbe, BS '68, has been
named principal of Upton Middle
School, St. Joseph, MI.
0 James E. Tyslenko, BBA '68,
has been named director of corporate taxes at Consumers Power
Company, Jackson , MI.
0 Don Wood, BS '64, MA '68, in
May was appointed camp director
at Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp,
Whitehall , MI.
• Richard T. Cole, BA '69, in
September was named vice president for corporate communica• Denotes WMU Alumni
Association members.
0 Denotes association
nonmembers

19

ARCH

24

Greater Lansing Chapter-hosts "An
Evening with historian Jerry Roe," 7:00 p.m.,
Turner-Dodge House, Lansing . Call Greater
Lansing Chapter president Bob Utrup B.S.
'71 , M.A. '72, at (517) 335-4254 for more
information .
Good Morning Kalamazoo!-breakfast
series sponsored by the WMU Alumn i
Association. "The University's Commitment to
the Health of our Community," 7:30a.m.,
Fetzer Center, Kalamazoo.

MAY
2

Greater Jackson and Lansing Chaptershost "A Night at Jackson Harness Raceway ,"
6 p.m. , Jackson. Call Greater Jackson
Chapter president Kirk Hoffman, B.B.A. '86 ,
(517) 787-1054 for more information .

..JU NE
1213

Reunion Weekend-WMU .
Includes Fortieth Reunion-Class of 1952,
Forty-fifth Reunion-Class of 1947, and
Fiftieth Reunion-Class of 1942.

OCTOBER
21-27

Homecoming

For more information about alumni events, call
the McKee Alumni Center at (616) 387-6179.
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Association members.
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nonmembers

tions at Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Michigan, Detroit, MI.
0 Karla Gray, BA '69, MA '72, in
February 1991 was appointed to
the Montana Supreme Court. Gray
resides in Butte, MT, where prior
to her appointment she was a
lawyer for Montana Power
Company.
D Daniel J. Moody, BBA '69, in
September was appointed vice
president and general manager,
Hylift Division for SPX Corporation, Muskegon, MI.

Daniel J. Moody

D Priscilla J. Pearce, BA '69, in
July joined American Midwest
Bank, Melrose Park, IL, as a trust
operations officer.

1970-1971
D Rev. Wayne Babcock, BA '70,

in June became pastor of the
Berrien Springs United Methodist
Church, Berrien Springs, MI.
D Dr. Gregory Blevins, BS '70,
MA '74, professor of alcoholism
sciences, was recently recognized
for his excellence in teaching at
Governors State University, University Park, IL.
D Robert Cooper, BS '70, in June
was appointed to fabrication plant
manager at Hydro Aluminum,
Holland, MI.
D James E. Dechnik, BBA '70,
MBA '86, in June was named vice
president of finance and board
secretary for The Johnson Company, Kalamazoo, MI.
D Lt. Col. Thomas G. Cutler, BA
'70, has been promoted to the new
rank of Colonel. He is the base
commander of the Alpena Combat
Readiness Training Center,
Alpena, MI.

D Gershwin A. Drain, BS '70, in

May received a master's degree in
judicial studies from the University of Nevada-Reno. He is currently a recorder's court judge in
Detroit, MI.

Gershwin A. Drain

D Mary Ocak Hollinrake, BA '70,

MSL '82, in April was appointed
manager of the Kent County
library system, Wyoming, MI.
D Margaret Gawne-Mark, BA '70,
was named director of the Head
Start program, Rochester, MN.
D Ronald P. Turner, BS '70, in
August joined ITT Teves America
as vice president in charge of sales
and marketing, Auburn Hills, MI.
0 Michael Dixon, BS '71, MS '74,
Ph .D. ' 77, in July was named
executive director-business services for the Troy School District,
Troy, MI.
D Ruth Merwin Moser, MA '71,
this fall began teaching Spanish at
WMU on a part-time basis, having
previously taught at Parchment
High School , Kalamazoo, MI.
D Sue Slack, BA '71, in September was appointed vice president
of administration and finance for
the Center for Creative Studies,
Detroit, MI.
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1972-1973
D Bonita Jaromin Duby, BS

'72,

recently graduated from the Sharp
Real Estate Training School and
recently joined Marshall Realty,
Marshall, MI.
D Susan Ackerman Hosinski, BS
'72, in May began serving as the
new postmaster in Sawyer, MI.
• Bernadine Salvadore, MA '72,
in June won a silver medal in the
Womens sixty-five to sixty-nine
Tennis Doubles division of the
National Sports Classic III (Senior
Olympics), Syracuse, NY.
D Susan Mowry York, MA '72, in
June was named principal of Holt
Junior High School, Holt, MI.
D Raymond Hemnann, BBA '73,
recently joined Jerome Foods as
director of marketing, delicatessen division, Barron, WI.
D Dr. Ilene Dembowitz Sheffer,
MA '73, Ph.D '79, was appointed
vice president for community and
technical services for Southwestern Michigan College,
Dowagiac, MI.

1974-1975

D Barbara Daam Briggs, BS '74,

was recently promoted to safety
program director with Manpower
of Lansing, Incorporated, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Robert R. Bryson, BBA '74,
owns and operates two marina's
on Harsens Island, MI.
D Daniel Davis, BA '74, in June
accepted the position of principal
at Lakes Elementary School,
Rockford, MI.
0 Bill Gray, BBA '74, in August
was appointed manager of retail
credit policy and administration
for the north region for Barnett
Bank, Jacksonville, FL.

Sue Slack

D Robert C. Timmons, BA '71 ,
has recently formed a new law
firm , Boyden, Waddell and
Timmons, Grand Rapids, MI.
D Carolyn Jane Wilson, MA '71,
retired on June 30 after sixteen
years as academic advisor at
Southern Illinoi s University,
Carbondale, lL.

Bill Gray

D Kenneth Hummel, Ph.D '74, in
June was named engineering
manager for The Eureka Com pany's Southwest Operations, El
Paso, TX.

Western Michigan University

• Daniel E. Kubiske, BA '74, in
July moved to Taiwan as a
reporter/editor for McGraw Hill
pub! ications.
D Frank Lyman, BS '74, in June
became co-pastor of the First
United Methodist Church of
Plainwell, MI.
D Deborah Johnson Michaels,
BM '74, MA '80, in June was
named principal for Breton Downs
Elementary School, Allegan, MI.
0 AI Ross, MBA '74, in May was
named vice president of marketing for CMS ' Utility Services,
South Haven, MI.
0 Samuel L. Wright, MA '74,
Sp.Ed. '83, in July was named
superintendent for the Clare
Public Schools, Clare, MI.
D Norma Lawrence Atta, MA '75,
in June retired as an English
teacher for Three Rivers High
School, Three Rivers, MI.
• Jeffrey Bergeron, BBA '75, in
June was named partner in charge
of Arthur Andersen's Enterprise
Group, Detroit, MI.
D Barbara Masten Crowle, BS
'75, in May became owner-operator of the Newcomers Welcome
Service, Marshall, MI.
D Darlene Cesaroni Dongvillo,
BS '75, MA '82, in July accepted
the position of principal at
Cummings Elementary School,
Grandville, MI.
0 Peter B. Haag, MPA '75, in
August was named executive consultant at BEl Associates,
Incorporated, Detroit, MI.
D A. Craig Hawbaker, MSL '75,
recently co-wrote a book entitled
Industry and Company Information: Illustrated Search Strategy
and Sources. He is currently business reference librarian at the
University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ.
D Philip W. Kabza, BA '75, a registered architect, has recently
joined Progressive Architecture
Engineering Planning, Grand
Rapids, MI.
0 Larry Ortiz, BA '75, MSW '77,
in July assumed the position of
associate professor of social work
and bachelor program director at
the Worden School of Social
Work , Our Lady of the Lake
University, San Antonio, TX
D Jack L. Timmerman, BBA '75,
in August was appointed director
of general accounting at
Consumers Power Company,
Jackson, MI.
D Allan R. Vernier, MA '75, in
May was promoted to senior vice
president and management supervisor at BBDO-Detroit, MI.

1976-1977

0 Gary MaybeTJ)', BS '79, M W

D Maryann Bliss, BS '76, MA '89,

tive vice president and chief administrative officer for the Better
Boys Foundation, Chicago, IL.
0 Dr. Serge Schillio, BSM '79,
has recently joined t. Joseph
Family Physicians, t. Joseph, MI.
D Dirk Schuiteboer, BS '79, MA
'84, in July became business manager of the Hamilton Community
chool District, Hamilton, MI.
D Thomas M. White, BBA '79, in
August was named partner at
Arthur Andersen, Chicago, IL.

in July was promoted to principal
at Dix Street Elementary School,
Otsego, MI.
D Barry Cranmer, MFA '76, in
August was appointed a lecturer in
the art department, Rutgers
University's Camden Campus,
Camden, NJ
D Charles Dumas, BS '76, MA
'79, in July was named superintendent for the Portland Public
Schools, Portland, MI.
D Gladys Nelson, MSA '76, in
June retired from International
Aid, Incorporated , Fruitport
Township, MI, as office manager
and finance director.
D Thomas O'Connor, BBA '76,
has been named assistant vice
president and manager of Independent Bank, Belding, MI.
D Philip Sheldon, MA '76, in July
was elected president of the
Portage Board of Education,
Portage, MI.
D David E. Spieker, BM '76, in
June was elected senior manager,
Crowe Chizek, Grand Rapids, MI.
D Martha Goff Stoner, BA '76, in
September became a part-time
professor in the English department, Adrian College, Adrian, MI.
D Jean Long, BA '77, was named
assistant support supervisor at
Dennis & Gartland, Traverse City,
MI.
D Paul D. Militzer, BS '77, in
October accepted the po ition of
minister at the Cherry Street
Baptist Church, Alton, IL.
D Dr. Alice Daeke Mumaw, BS
'77, MA '80, in April accepted the
position of dean of instruction at
Rochester Community College,
Henderson, NC.
0 Tom Updegraff, MA '77 , in
June retired as principal of West
Ottawa High School, Grand
Rapids, MI.

1978-1979

D Judy Bums, MA '78, MA ' 8,

was named Watervliet Junior High
School principal and curriculum
director for the 1991-92 school
year, Watervliet, MI.
D Rudy Marcelletti, BS '78, was
elected vice president of the Van
Buren County Bar Association,
South Haven, MI.
• Jeffrey J. Weber, BBA '78, in
April was appointed national sales
manager at Old Wisconsin Food
Products Company, Incorporated,
Homewood, IL.

'81 , has been promoted to execu-

1980-1981

D Kathl')'D

A. Elliget, MS ' 0, in
June was appointed to the chool
of Medicine faculty, Univer ity of
Maryland, Baltimore, MD.
D Gary Kushner, MPA ' 0, has
been named chairman of the
Small Business Association of
Michigan , Lansing, MI.
• Carolyn Lineback, BS ' 0, was
named division director of marketing for Tele-Communications,
Incorporated, Denver, CO.

Carolyn Lineback

• John P. Miutz, BBA' 0, in
August was named on-line product manager for the Michigan
Lottery, Lansing, MI.
D Nanette Stevens Williams, B
' 0, has joined The Kalamazoo
(Ml) Foundation as its first fi cal
and administrative officer.
D Daniel Beerens, B ' 1, in July
accepted the position of principal
at the Lane School, Hinsdale, IL.
D Mary Jane Doerr Grabowski,
MA '81, was named principal of t.
Mary School, Paw Paw, MI.
• William Rodgers, BS ' 1, MA
'90, in May wa named "Teacher of
the Year" for Ionia Public chools,
Ionia, MI.

1982-1983
D Gregory Hansmeier, MPA' 2,

in June was named chief of police,
Holly, MI.

Classes of 1942 and 1952 revisit campus this summer to celebrate fiftieth and fortieth reunions
Alumni from the Classes of 1942 and 1952 will return to campus
June 12-13 as the Western Michigan University Alumni Association hosts Reunion Weekend to commemorate their fiftieth and
fortieth reunions.
Serving on the reunion committee for the Class of 1942 are:
Marjorie Petersen Barnes, Don Bloomquist, Luther Daines,
Wayne Finkbeiner, Jack Olson, Vera Jean Smith Russell, Leta
Cole Schoenhals, Plyna Gilchrist Strong, Jack and Phyllis Miller
Streidl, and Frances Pikkaart Moon. Serving on the reunion
committee for the Class of 1952 are: Dick Barron, Nona Lueders
Barron, Beverly Austin Bixler, Marion DuMond Denison, Robert
Denison, Russell Gabier, Rosalyn O'Leary Hogan, Robert
Murphy, Carol Kurth Stader, and Dave Stader.
The WMU Alumni Association and the committee members
seek addresses of class members whose addresses have been lost.
Please review the lists below and call the McKee Alumni Center
at (616) 387-6179 if you have any information about the persons
listed. We'd like to be able to send them details about the
upcoming reunions.

Class of 1942

Wayne Adams
Dorothy Anderson
Norma Baker
Elna Hokanson Behlmire
Edna Mae Helmink
Bender
Robert Berg
Mabel Mitchell Berger
Elizabeth Carver Blazier
Robert Bowen
Donald Brown
Fannie Bultman
Georgia Bassett Carter
Freda Watson Cole
Julia Mayer Cummins
Jay Currier
Athaline Nash Death
Maxine Olson Drenth
Meredythe Frost Eason
Nona Bayha Edwards

Robinette Francoise
Freeman
Dolly Miller Frost
Pauline Good Gibbs
Jeannette Fron
Grabowski
Murnah Baxter Hall
Maude Hammond
Mildred Averill Hand
Charlotte Buckley
Harmon
Elsie Harper
Wilma Hart
Doris Bailey Hayden
Rachel Gray Hays
Elanora Durham Hersey
Josephine Hickey
Robert Jenkins
Norah Jennings
Robert Johnson
Roger Johnson

Jeannette Jordan Kelly
Leona Kennedy
Eleanor Bush Kenny
Louise King
Edward Kowal
Marjorie Johnson Lane
Margherlte Ward Lapota
Kathryn Stirdivant Larkin
Kathryn Hampton
Lockmack
V. Alice Greenwalt
Loucks
John Maat
Frances Flottorp
Maghielse
Gerald Martin, Sr.
Clifford May
Anne VanWestrenen
McNett
Kathryn Morrison
Metzger

Victoria Herrmann Morris
Marcia Nichols
Emma Christensen
Oliver
Grace Clark Orwick
Louise Dickerson Palmer
Rosalyn Zitney Panter
Joyce Sherwood
Possehn
Roma Prescott
Mary Prince
Emma Fero Reinbold
Alice Esping Riester
Carlton Bernard Roels
Edward Ruchala
Sarah Vary Ruddock
Lucile Russell
Mildred Rysdorp
Dorothy Knee Sahella
Donna Strasel Samson
Margaret Finkbeiner
Schantz
Walter Se~eyn
Margaret Williams Senne
Bernice Sharp
Doris Gillespie Shimkue
Alberta Sims Smith
Isabelle Whelan Smith
Robert Todd
Nora Vredeveld
VanBaalem
Lillian Sjoquist Walker
Thaddine Deallen Warren
Richard Wekeman
Blanche Whalen Wendell
Theresa Westra
Catherine Rottler White
Richard Wiegmink
Harriet Wilkies
Marianna Wilkinson
Audrey Williams
Edna Wolkerson

Class of 1952

Marjorie Bronson
Abramson
Dennis Acheson
Delight Young Ackerman
Shirley Adams

Ricardo Amaya
Mary Elizabeth Anderson
Minnie Williamson
Anderson
John Bachman
Donna Arnold Ball
Angeline Case Barden
Richard Barta
Vayda Elnor Bender
Crane Biberstine
Floyd Billard
Inez Colclasure Blasgen
Hulbert Boettcher
Willard Bond
Dorothy Wright
Boomerscheim
Norma Jeanne Bowersox
Shirley Jean Brown
Richard Buck
Carol Keddie Burrows
Edna Childs Calleja
Patricia McFarland
Campbell
Carol Lee Carver
Kathryn Houdek Chaibau
Sister Thomas More
Connolly
Joann Roseberry Cotant
Betty Jean Crawford
Theodore Dixon
Violet Doezema
Patricia Lee Dougher
Barara Aach Doyle
Oscar Drake
Thelma Franz Druppel
Robert Duncan
Irene Dunn
Lynn Taylor Durlling
Robert Duwe
Edward Dykstra
Harry Edwardsen
Jane Shilling Eggert
Audery Ellendt
Barbara Veltman Elliott
William Elliott
Howard Englesby, Jr.
Gerald Engstrom
Robert Epskamp
Sally Barclay Epskamp

Beverly Ann Ernst
Edna Ruth Essex
Joan Mlshica Evan-Wong
Emily Cincu Evans
Dawn Dominie Fenwick
Donald Ferguson
Helen Bush Ferris
Lucille McCabe Ford
Annette Cameron France
Letha Frisk
Robert Gage
Margeret Gingery Gales
William Gallup
Roberta Roth Gephart
William Giddis
Jean Gifford
Joanne Clare Glaser
Lilian Pfeiffer Gorsline
David Gould
Marjorie Dwinell Gray
Jack Grindley
Mary Ann Haas
Betty Nordwall Hall
Berniece Baker Hallstedt
Irene Hamel
Mary Lynne Hannum
Sally MacDermott
Hansen
Clara Brune Hardy
Joesph Harrison
Joan Harvey
Richard Hathaway
John Heeren
Laura Jennings Helweg
Harvey Herman
Lena Heydenberk
Ruth Moran Hibbard
Robert Hill
William Hirn
Donald Hitzfield
Clara Hall Hoekzema
Nancy Lynn Hoffman
William Holbert, Jr.
Anna Horton
Ernest Hubbard
Carolyn Huizenga
Shirley English
Hutchison
Patricia Hutton

Carolyn Jentgen
Jack Johnson
James Johnson
Marguerite Jones
Mack Jones
Lois Kaufman
Robert Kelly
Bernice Kirkland
Imogene Kjolhede
Laverne Krieger
Norman Krieger
Jack Lamar
Dan Latowski
Rosemary Thiede Lay
Donald Leatz
Fern Lambeck Lee
Mollie Butler Lees
Caroline Leonhardt
Keith Lightner
Beatrice Lloyd
Karmena Lubavs
Dolores MacDonald
Allan MacFadden
Shirley Mann
Frances Ament
Marschner
Denise Baldwin
Martinson
Donald Martz
Charlotte Masse
Harold Maxson
lone Hess Maystead
Eleanor Mae McCaul
Marjorie Allen Mcllvride
Reginald McKeough
Mary Lou McLintock
Russell Melin
Jack Merriman
Shirley Michael
Jack Milarch
Leonard Miller
Merritt Miller
Ruth Moyie Miller
Florence Mills
Marilyn Mintling
Arthur Moelaart
Joamme Mohre
Irene Shoemaker
Monson

Leroy Moore
Gladys Freeland
Mortensen
Helen Massey Mott
John Murdock
Elnora Greenwald Neff
James Nichols
Marjorie Estes Nidelcheff
Wally Niewiadomski
Eugene Niles
Shirley Nordyke
Grace Anway Ojala
Samuel Ortaggio
Laverne Reinhardt
Osborne
Lorraine Seiple Owen
Jack Palmer
Claude Parr, Jr.
Jack Pearson
Rhonella Hendry Peck
Lois Milburn Persons
Freja Ann Peterson
Edward Pollock
Richard Powers
Ethel Puffer
Joan Gilbertson Quick
Warren Radike
Lillian Ragen
Clayton Rashleigh
Janet Hoskins Ray
Paul Redding, Jr.
Elaine Rut~erford Ristau
Ruth MacNaughton
Rogers
Lille Roncayolo
Helen Rosko
Phyllis Reitzel Ross
Lucille Schutmaat Rubin
John Ryan
Barbara Fitzgerald
Sandell
Mary Cunningham
Schlack
Rudolf Schmut
Russell Schneider
Donald Seagren
Herman Semeliss
Sally Shaver
Gordon Sherwood

Peggy Reid Shott
Charlotte Anne Smith
Doris Smith
June Snyder
Alexander Stirling
Joy Matthews Stoltz
Janet Borgen Strasel
Georgiana Timmer
Wlllimantus
Roy Todd
Howard Tornquist
Nancie Townley
Barbara Crosby
Tremblay
William Turrell
Charlotte Sutherland
Van Oosterhout
Hugh Vanbrimer
Howard Vandahm
Louis Vanderlinde
Royce Vanderscheer
James Vanderwall
Keith Vanduzen
Donald Vannatter
Gisela Keck Verhey
Sister Rose Virginia
Mary Wade
John Wahler
Naundis Wallace
Maribel Hinkley Walton
Joann Watkins
Maryanne Prosello
Watkins
Forest Weber, Jr.
Janet Morrison Weber
Kenneth Weeks
Frederick Weinert
Patricia Welker
Barbara Whitney
Richard Williams
John Wood
Jack Wright
Truman Wright
Elsie Verden
Norman Youngs
Richard Ziebell
Rita Ziegler
Frank Zientek
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0 Jeff Kaiser, BBA '82, in Jul y
joined the pitching staff of the
Detroit Tigers, Detroit, MI.
• Ann Andrew King, BS ' 2, in
August was named assistant director, Institutional Advancement,
choolcraft College, Livonia, MI.
0 Sandy Matthews, BBA '82, in
July was named vice presidentgeneral manager at Lentz USA
Service Centers, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Linda Lohrke, BS '83, in May
became an intern with Oaklawn
Psychological ervices, Marshall ,
MI.
0 Tom Van Hassel , MPA ' 3,
recently was chosen to attend the
mith Kline Beecham Executive
Management Program for Directors of Hospital Pharmacy, Yuma,
AZ .

1984-1985
0 Lawrence F. Albano, BBA '84,

in July was named assistant controller at Fir t of America Bank,
Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Daniel E. Bitzer, MA ' 4, in
July was named vice president,
commericial loan department at
First of America Bank, Kalamazoo, MI.
• Steven K. Platto, BA '84, in
June was named senior copywriter
at DDB eedham, Troy, MI.

Steven K. Platto

0 Beth Rodd, BBA ' 4, in June

joined the adv rtising ag ncy of
John tap
ompany, Kalamazoo, MI.

Deaths
Robert D. Caine, former member
of the WMU Board of Trustees ,
August 2 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Dr. John R. Fanselow, a
retired faculty member in what
was the Department of Paper
Technology, November 4 in Des
Moines, lA.
John G. Kemper, emeritus in
art, September 3 in Kalamazoo,
MI. Kemper designed WMU's seal,
emeriti logo, and other niversity
materials.
Herman W. Linder, emeritus
in engineering technology, August
11 in Cullowhee, N.C.
Dr. Arthur J. Manske, emeritu in counselor education and
coun eling psychology, August 14
in Kalamazoo, MI.
Dr. Erik A. chreiner, professor of mathematics and statistics,
September 8 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Marian E. Strait, a former residence hall director, August 29 in
Toledo, OH.
Jane E. Thomas, B '42,
emerita in occupational therapy,
ovember 2 in Kalamazoo, MI.

1910-1929
Olive Hawks Shumar, TC '17, BA
'26, August 26 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Dorothy Waite Pearl, TC '1 ,
June 10 in Peto key, MI.
Clara Drach Hoadley, LT '2 1,
April 2 in Three Oaks, MI.
Merle Wilson Tenny, TC '22,
BA '25, March 1990 in Royal Oak,
MI.
Virginia Given Walbridge, TC
'22, March 30 in Battle Creek, MI.
Vera Warren Hendricks, TC
'23, June 29 in Bloomingdale, MI.
Marguerite Waffle Lind, TC
'23, BA '60, May 17 in Kalamazoo,
MI.
Harold E. Beebe, TC '24, July
9, 1990 in Battle Creek, MI.
Martha Kellogg McPeak, TC
'25, BA '27, August 6, 1990 , in
California.

0 Robin L. Schmid, BS '84, has
accepted the position of chief
assistant prosecuting attorney
Dickenson County, Iron Mountain, MI.
0 Julia Edgar Buhl, BS '85, MSA
' , has been promoted to
accounting supervisor at IBA
Health and Life Asssurance,
Kalamazoo, MI.
O Patrick Duncan, BS '85, in
June became director of respiratory care at Mercy Memorial ,
South Haven, MI.
0 Hugh S. Fullerton, MBA '85,
in July was named assistant
professor of mass communications at Emory & Henry College,
Emory, VA.
0 Cheryl M. Popp, BS '85, in July
was named accounting officer and
cashier at Portage Commerce
Bank, Portage, MI.
0 Glen Stark, BBA '85, has been
named vice-president for McDonald & Company, Birmingham, MI.

1986-1987

D Jennifer Bradford, BS '86, in
July became the community education director for Saranac Public
chools, Saranac, MI.
0 Lori Disser, BBA '86, in June
was hired as assistant director for
Kalamazoo Neighborhood Housing Services, Incorporated, Kalamazoo, MI.
D David G. Furgason , BBA '86,
was promoted to the position of
tax manager at Ernst & Young,
Kalamazoo, MI.
• Pamela Kloostennan, BBA '86,
MPA '9 1, in July was named
administrative assistant for the
city of Normal, MI.
0 Lisa Wyatt Knowlton, MPA '86,
vice-president for the Battle Creek
Community Foundation, is one of
forty -five Americans selected by
the W. K. Kellogg Foundation for
its ational Fellowship Program,
Battle Creek, MI.

C. Paul Jackson, TC '26, BA
'29, July 13 in St. Cloud, FL.
Carol Cooper Lee, TC '2 6,
August 12 in Milwaukee, WI.
F. Darl Ostrander, TC '27, BA
'31, July 27 in Ann Arbor, MI.
Bernice Converse Reisig, TC
'27, in June 1991.
Ruth Kelley Reid, TC '28,
February 15 in Tecumseh, MI.
Dr. Arthur Secord, BA '28,
May 7 in Sun City Center, FL.

1930-1949
Wendell K. Walker, BA '30, BS
'47, January 9 in New York, NY.
Wendell K. Walker, BA '30,
January 19 in New York, NY.
Paul S. Gerhardt, BA '31, July
16 in Largo, FL.
Gladys Maxwell , TC '31, BS
'57, March 26 in Elk Rapids, MI.
Greta H. Roberts, BA '31,
September 10 in Climax, MI.
Carl J. Schwedier, BA '31,
August 10 in Port Huron, MI.
Rev. G. Allen Steeby, TC '31,
BA '32, July 30 in Clearwater, FL.
Robert D. Decker, BS32, MA
'58, May 19 in Three Oaks, MI.
Richard Ralph Meyering, TC
'32, BA '34, June 10 in Rochester,
MN.
Charles F. Miller, TC '32, July
1 in Bloomingdale, MI.
Francis R. Pellegrom, BS '32,
October 11, 1990, in Three Rivers,
MI.
Annette Steimel Schulz, BA
'32, March 3 in Petoskey, MI.
Frederic J. White , BA '33,
August 25 in Sarasota, FL.
Lt. Col. Henry H. Banke, BS
'34, June 21 in Oceanside, CA.
Dorothy White Clark, BA '34,
December 1, 1990 in Mt. Crawford,
VA.
RobertS. Hale, BS '34, June 19
in Battle Creek, MI.
Angela B. Hickey, BA '34, May
20 in Ludington, MI.
Elizabeth MacKnight Deur, BA
'35, MA '41, August 7 in Portage,
MI.
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0 Todd C. Lindgren, BS '86, is an
airline captain with Aero Coach
International Airlines, West Palm
Beach, FL.
0 Rich Maloney, BA '86, in July
was named assistant baseball
coach for WMU, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Gregory Moran, BA '86, was
hired to teach Spanish at
Columbia high school and junior
high school, Brooklyn, MI.
0 Lydia Nance-Adams, BBA '86,
has is manager of contracts and
copyright in the corporate & legal
affairs department of WTVS/
Channel 56, Detroit, MI.
0 Peter J. Petersen, BS '86, was
promoted to pulp preparation
supervisor at Thilmany Division of
International Paper, Madison, WI.
• Kelly E. Mahan Purdue, BS
'86, recently joined Gerontology
Network Services of West
Michigan, Grand Rapids, MI, as a
nursing home consultant.
0 David Sherwood, BBA '86, has
been promoted to project coordinator for Aeroquip 's Aerospace
Division marketing department,
Jackson, MI.
0 Tom Walters, MA '86, in July
was named athletic director at
Forest Hills Northern High
School, Grand Rapids, MI.
0 Alan Bain, Ed.D. '87, in September was named assistant professor in counseling psychology,
school psychology, and special
education, Lehigh University,
Bethlehem, PA.
0 Jim Jordan, BS '87, was named
director of security for the
Radisson Plaza Hotel at the Kalamazoo Center, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Robert Redman, BBA '87, has
joined Standard Printing and
Office Supply as controller,
Marshall, MI.

1988-1989

0

Michelle Hill, MA '88, in June
was named administrator for the
Calhoun County District Court,
Battle Creek, MI.

Eda Lyon, BS '37, April 7 in
Coldwater, MI.
Jean Pearce Trice, BA '37, June
24 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Evelyn L. Schrump, BS '38,
March 28 in Edwardsburg, MI.
Dr. Nathan L. Nichols, BA '39,
emeritus in physics, June 17 in
Augusta, MI.
Ruth Marie Streeter, BA '39,
MA '54, May 2 in Rockford, MI.
Ruth M. Streeter, BA '39, MA
'54, May 2 in Rockford, MI.
Hazel Kugel Hass, BS '40, May
3 in Berrien Springs, MI.
Myrtle Wiselogel Anderson, BS
'4 1, September 13 , 1990, in
Clearwater, FL.
Mildred Scribner Strobel, TC
'41, August 12 in Plainwell, MI.
Harold Stanton Stockwell, BS
. '45, TC '49, June 25 in Coldwater,
MI.
Hazel Huey Mau , TC '46, BA
'51, May 12 in Paw Paw, MI.
Julia Wilson Elliott, BS '47,
August 8 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Harold J. Berner, BS '48,
November 23, 1990, in Kalamazoo, MI.
Jacqueline Vanhattum Eymer,
BA '49, December 16 in Spokane,
WA.
Kenneth E. Neville, BA '49, BS
'50, MA '66, March 9 in Napoleon,
OH.

1950-1969
Richard Cuddington, AB '50, BS
'60, MA '73, June 2 in Rockford,
MI.
Lawton Wright Knapp, BA '53,
April 18 in Visalia, CA.
Vivian Powers Dornbos, BS
'55, recently passed away in St.
Joseph, MI.
Howard F. Bargwell, BS '56,
August 22 in Otsego, MI.
Thelma Brown Petersen, BS
'56, July 22 in Plainwell, MI.
Thelma May Peterson, BS '56,
July 22 in Plainwell, MI.

Western Michigan University

More graduates become life members
of WMU's Alumni Association
The WMU Alumni Association would like to take this
opportunity to welcome our
newest life members. We
thank you and commend
you for your continued
interest in your University
through life membership in
our association.
Jeanne M. Baron, MA '89,
Kalamazoo, Ml
Gregory V. Bauer, BA '70, Jenison,
Ml
Bruce L. Boonstra, BA '87,
Muskegon, Ml
Susan Randall Edmond, MSW '89,
Battle Creek, Ml
Robert Falls, Westlake, Ohio
David G. Federinko, BS '81 , Gobles,
Ml

• Roy Hudson, BBA '88, in July
was named an officer at the downtown office of First of America
Bank, Kalamazoo, MI.
• Jose Santamaria, BBA '88,
MBA '91, in July was named an
officer of commercial loans at
First of America Bank, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Kerwin G. Scanlon, BBA '88,
in April became director of advertising for the Marshall Chronicle,
Marshall, MI.
• Troy Feltman, MPA '89, in July
accepted the position of city manager in St. Louis, MI.
0 Arthur Hartman , MA '89, in
July assumed the position of business manager at Petoskey Public
Schools, Petoskey, MI.
• T. J. Hooten, BBA '89, has
been promoted to program analyst
at the Hughes Aircraft Company,
Huntington Beach, CA.
0 Ross Nykamp, MBA '89, in
June accepted the position of business development officer at FMBFirst Michigan Bank, Holland, MI.

Thomas F. Reed, BS '56, MA
'61, June 26 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Gladys I. Maxwell, BS '57, in
Elk Rapid s, MI it was recently
learned.
Prudy Brown Stark, BA '5 7,
August 3 in Detroit, MI.
Sue Himes Curtis, BBA '58,
April 1 in Dexter Township, MI.
Frederic H. Zweering, BBA '58,
May 3 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Richard Boyd, BS '59, April 1
in Kalamazoo, MI.
Hildegarde (Hilda) Honson
Heffron Lally, BS '60, June 14 in
Gratton, MI.
Margaret (Margo) Schaeffer
Tiller, SC '63, May 19 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Karen Wykstra Auer, BA '64,
August 14, Richardson, TX.
Elizabeth Lippincott Spencer,
BA '64, April 30 in Grand Rapids,
MI.
Marjorie Wiedlocher Staten,
BA '64, MA '69, July 18 in Kalamazoo, MI.
William P. Wilson, BS '64, July
17 in South Bend, IN.
Woodrow "Bud" Hampton, MA
'65, June 24 in St. Joseph, MI.
Pauline Crater Milhollin, BS
'65, August 2 in Three Rivers, MI.
Jean Kuerth Rudd, BA '65, MA
'69, May 15 in Muskegon, MI.
Waldo Sonnevil, BA '65, September 1991 in Marcellus, MI.
Mary Lou Carmody McCain,
BS '66, April 23 in Coloma, MI.
Kenneth E. Neville, MA '66,
March 9 in Napoleon, OH.
Steve Nichols, BS '67, September 7 in Vicksburg, MI.
Lois Gerken Wood, BS '67,
June 11 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Helen Godske Bastian, MA '68,
April 17 in Battle Creek, MI.
Jan Graham Quick, BA '68,
June 3 in Ann Arbor, MI.
Jeffrey B. Horton, BS ' 69,
September 15, in Kalamazoo, MI.
Eugenia (Jeanie) Meszavos ,
BA '69, August 29 in Royal Oak,
MI.

Julio A. Gomez, BA '88, Miami,
Florida
Douglas J. Kiersey, BBA '88, Grand
Rapids, Ml
Daniel E. Kubiske, BA '74,
Washington , DC
Steven A. Richmond, BS '89,
Farmington Hills, Ml
Robert A. Riley, BBA '72,
Alexandria, Virginia
Barry Z. Roberts , BS '84, Pontiac, Ml
Frank E. Sheldon, BA '48, Portage,
Ml
Bruce M. Smith, BS '89, Lansing , Ml
Jane Howard Smith, BBA '83,
Lansing, Ml
Jacqueline Olree Stockmar, BBA
'77, Kalamazoo, Ml
Richard A. Stockmar, MBA '90,
Kalamazoo, Ml
Scott E. Velting, BBA '88, Byron
Center, Ml

1990-1991
• Cheryl Drew, BA '90, in August
was hired as a mathematics
teacher for Catholic Central High
School, Wyoming, MI.
• Susette Franks, MA '90, was
recently named alumni director at
the University of Wisconsin-Stout,
Menomonie, WI.
• Curt Jacob, BBA '90, in July
was promoted to staff accountant
at the C & R Felpausch Company,
Hastings, MI.
• Mike Jager, BBA '90, in Jul y
accepted the post of Prairieville

Township treasurer, Prairieville,
MI.
0 Larry King, BBA '90, in May
was named executive director of
the South Haven Chamber of
Commerce, South Haven, MI.
0 Stephanie Schafer, BA '90, in
July joined the Commercial
Record and Fennville Herald
newspaper staff, MI.
0 Scott Schmidt, BS '90, in June
was promoted to sales manager
for Fisher Buick-S ubaru and
Suzuki, Detroit, MI.
0 Allison Comer, MA ' 91 , in
August accepted the position of
high school mathematics/computer teacher in Saranac, MI.
• Angela Duva, BBA '91, in June
accepted a position in the marketing division of Detroit Edison,
Ann Arbor, MI.
• Vanessa Forsthoefel, BS '91, in
May accepted the position of editor of the Enterprise, Manchester,
MI.
• Jim Jensen , BA '91 , in Jul y
joined Kaechele Publications as
sports writer, Allegan, MI.
• Carson J. Leftwich, BA '91 , a
former Honors College member,
was named to this yea r's USA
Today All-USA College Academic
Team whi le a WMU Presidential
Scholar in history. She was one of
only two Michigan students and
one of only two Mid -American
Conference students to receive the
national designation.
• Stacy Titus, BS '91, in May
joined Up North Publications as a
staff writer for the Antrim County
News, Kalkaska, MI.

..

•

It's come to our attention
An error occurred in the classnote for DavidS.
Pohlonski, BS '70, that appeared in the September issue.
It should have indicated that he has been promoted to
vice president-mortgage lending at Fidelity Savings
Bank in Kalamazoo, MI.

WMU benefactor Beulah McKee dies
Beulah J. (Carpenter) McKee, an alumna
and major benefactor of Western
Michigan University, died September 24
following a lengthy illness. She was
eighty-four years old. She and her late
husband Harold "Mac" McKee, B.S. '34,
were lifelong contributors to the
University , providing more than 100 student scholarships and total University
gifts in excess of $1 million dollars.
Many of the McKees' largest gifts were
Beulah J McKee
made anonymously and were never publicly announced. They left their entire
estate to the University through the WMU Foundation. In June
1989 the Board of Trustees named the University's alumni
offices The Harold A. and Beulah J. McKee Alumni Center in
recognition of the McKees' outstanding support ofWMU and its
students.
Beulah McKee was born June 3, 1907. She earned a B.S. from
WMU in 1934 and a master's degree from the University of
Michigan in 1950. She was employed for many years as an elementary school teacher in the Parchment Public Schools, and
many of the scholarships she sponsored supported WMU students in the elementary education curriculum. She and her husband, who taught at Kalamazoo Central High School, both
retired in 1972. He preceded her in death in 1989.
A number of memorial gifts in Beulah McKee's honor have
been made to the Harold and Beulah McKee Endowed Medallion
Scholarships, which to date have provided six of the University's
prestigious Medallion Scholarships.

1970-1991
Nicholas Baker, BA '70, July 25 in
Kalamazoo, MI.
Christine Tiefenthal Benjamin, BS '7 1, May 2 in Meridian ,
10.
Rev. Asa L. Dawson, BS '71 ,
MA '79, July 2 in Kalamazoo, MI.
John C. Fowler, BS71 , MBA
'75, April 28 in Costa Mesa, CA.
Thomas Snedeker, BS '71, July
13, 1989, in Grand Rapids, MI it
was recently learned.
Kathryn Laske DeYoung, BS
'74, June 9 in Otsego, MI.

Edwin H. Miller, MBA '74, September 3 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Walter B. Groves, BS '76,
December 11, 1990.
Ronald C. Spangelo, MBA '77,
August 7 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Elaine Palmbos Grissen, MA
'79, June 6 in Holland, MI.
Jeanne Akins Olen, BBA '83,
April 4 in South Bend, IN.
Kermit Fitzpatrick, BS '84,
July 7 in Detroit, MI.
Joan E. Mayers, Ed.D '86, June
21 , 1989, it was recently learned.
Kevin William Clark, BS '87,
July 10 in Ann Arbor, MI.
Thomas W. Hill, BBA '88, May
5 in North Street, MI.

-
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Amateurism, commercialism among ethical issues challenging Olympic ideal

O

lympic competition is often portrayed as the purest athletic
endeavor on earth. But is this view
reality or myth?
The ethical and moral misbehavior
associated with the Olympic Games
since its inception is of book proportion. Despite thousands of instances of
exemplary conduct, no Olympiad has been
staged without some controversy.
This year is no exception. As we head into
another Olympiad, tremendous changes on the international sports scene are prompting sports historians to
scrutinize the ideal of the Olympic Games. Some historians say these changes reflect various societal trends.
Others maintain that history is being repeated, not made.
Numerous questions are being asked. Are the Games
the true test of human competitiveness or have they
become a commercialized production staged for monetary
profit? Has the integrity of the Games deteriorated or does
tarnished gold simply show up more easily under the
modern media's spotlights?

O

n February 8 the Olympic torch will once more be
lit-this time in Albertville, France, for the sixteenth Winter Olympic Games. After the winter event
ends February 23, the torch will be moved to Barcelona,
Spain, where the twenty-fifth Summer Olympic Games
will take place from July 25 through August 9.
For the 1992 games, the biggest ethical questions focus
on amateurism, commercialization, and winning at all
cost. In the recent past they focused on issues such as
political boycotts and racism. Yet, the Olympic Games
survive and are cherished by both athletes and spectators
around the world.
Western Michigan University sports historian Dr.
Harold L. Ray, a professor of health, physical education,
and recreation, points out that at a basic level the Crown
Games, the original Olympic Games of Greece, weren't
much different from today's Games.
"The Crown Games had their winners and their
cheaters, too," Ray says. "In fact, they have statues of the
cheaters on the way into the Olympia, put there as a
reminder of public shame. But on the other side, there are
the statues that exalt the winners."
Cheating is still a concern for Olympic watchers.
Unsportsmanlike conduct and the illegal use of performance-enhancing drugs, such as the steroids used by
track star Ben Johnson and others, continue to blight the
image of the Games. Many present-day ethical issues,
though, involve less clearly defined questions of propriety.
According to international track and field expert George

Dales, a retired WMU physical education instructor and
former Bronco track coach, corporate sponsorship is a
case in point. It was initiated to help take the financial
burden off programs and athletes, Dales says. But corporate sponsorship is fast becoming commercialization, thus
putting a different kind of pressure on Olympic hopefuls.
"As they say, 'he who pays the piper, calls the tune.' I
think corporate sponsorship has put a tremendous amount
of pressure on our programs to win at all costs. Anytime
there's that kind of attitude, there will be cheating. As a
result of the sponsorship, you gotta win," Dales says.
"Corporate sponsorship, in and of itself, is not all bad,"
he notes. "If companies were willing to support an athlete
to train and try to help that athlete achieve his or her
goal, that would be great. But when athlete's are getting
rich off of sponsorship, something dirty is going on.''

O

lympian Benjamin Peterson, a 1972 gold medal
winning wrestler, voices another concern about
sponsorship in the book Tales of Gold, written by WMU
history professor Dr. Lewis Carlson, and John Fogarty, an
associate professor of English at Ferris State University.
"Today, I see our athletes coming back from our
Olympic training camps with T-shirts for beer commercials. I'm very glad I'm not involved with that. I talk to
high school coaches who are very upset about this. They
send their best athletes to the training camp at Colorado
Springs, and they come back wearing aT-shirt that is not
permitted in their gym," Peterson says.
"I asked the president of the U.S. Olympic Committee
about this practice, and he explained that they were doing
it to raise money from the private sector. I think this is
dead wrong. I don't agree that the money donated by the
beer companies outweighs the harm done. After all, what
messages are we trying to convey to our young athletes
when we use them to advertise such products?"

ther critics say the use of professional athletes is also a culprit
in the attack on Olympic Games
ethics. In 1992 professional athletes
will be participating on Olympic
squads. Gone is the word amateur
in international sports.
Those who advocated for the
change contended that U.S. Olympians
couldn't compete with many of the
European athletes. Although not declared
professionals in the sense that American professional are, with signed monetary contracts, Europeans
are frequently professional athletes in every other sense
of the word.
Advocates of the rule change hoped under-the-table
cheating to maintain amateur status would be stopped
and countries abiding by amateur athletic standards
would become more competitive. Those opposed to
professionals grieve for the loss of an Olympic idealthe amateur athlete competing for the sheer joy of
competition.
The controversy leads to an obvious question. Is amateurism a true Olympic ideal? David C. Young's The
Olympic Myth of Greek Amateur Athletics suggests it
isn't. The Crown Games, he says, awarded prizes so that
event winners and top finishers could live in luxury without having to hold down jobs. He calculates that in
today's terms, the winner of the chariot race received
prizes worth $94,920 and the winner of the stade (200meter run) received prizes worth $67,800.
It wasn 't until the late 1800s that amateur status was
made a requirement to compete in international athletics.
However, this requirement wasn 't based on the ideal of
equality as it is today. The impetus came from England
and France, where the upper class wanted to segregate
themselves from the lower class. Wealthy competitors
didn 't like the idea of sharing locker rooms and trophies
with commoners. They had money enough to upport
themselves during training, while factory workers
couldn't train without income from jobs.

O

verall, however, Olympic competition remains
something special in the hearts and minds of
people around the world, Ray says.
"I think that for every Ben Johnson you find, there' an
example of beauty and the strength of the human spirit,
like Wilma Rudolph," Ray says. "There is nobility and
beauty in every one of the Games, where people achieve
above and beyond what they ever believed they could. And
I think that's still what fascinates all of us, the athlete and
the spectator. That's what we celebrate.''
-by Cindy Paavola, M.A. '86

Campus provides backdrop for expanding ethics /mow/edge
Continued from page 2
organizer and first chairperson of the six-yearold Speech Communication Association's
Communication Ethics Commission. The commission, along with WMU's ethics center and
communication department, sponsored a
national conference on the subject in 1990 in
Kalamazoo. The successful event attracted more
than sixty scholars from the U.S. and Canada,
and a second conference is slated for this summer near Kalamazoo.

Publications, curriculum development
expand overall knowledge of ethics

Two faculty members among those at WMU who
have been the most active in studying and teaching ethics have produced highly acclaimed books
dealing with ethics. Communication Ethics:
Methods ofAnalysis by Dr. James A. Jaksa and
Dr. MichaelS. Pritchard is now being used to
teach courses at more than fifty institutions
across the country. The 1988 textbook grew out
of the communication ethics course the two have
team taught at WMU.
This year Pritchard published a new book
called On Becoming Responsible. It examines
moral development, emphasizing early childhood. In the work, Pritchard questions prevailing
theories that regard infants as totally selfabsorbed beings. He contends that empathy and
moral connectedness begin at the earliest stages
of development and suggests that children have a

more sophisticated understanding of morality
than previously thought.
Dr. Linda Reeser, an associate professor of
social work and director of field education in the
School of Social Work, is conducting research for
a book she is writing with a faculty member from
another college on the ethical issues faced by
professionals in her discipline. Reeser's interest
in social work ethics led to her recent appointment to the Michigan chapter of the National
Association of Social Workers' Committee on
Inquiry. That committee is charged with investigating complaints of professional misconduct.
In the last few years, a substantial number of
WMU faculty members also have written articles,
book chapters, and scholarly papers on ethics
topics for various scholarly publications and conferences. In addition, numerous faculty members, such as Dr. Shirley Bach, a professor of
philosophy, and Dr. Philip H. Kramer, a professor
of social work, have developed curriculum materials for ethics-related courses. Bach began
addressing medical ethics in the early 1970s with
a lower-division class on social biology and later
developed a senior-level course on biomedical
ethics. Kramer developed an interdisciplinary
graduate seminar to help future human services
professionals become sensitive to and able to
cope with ethical issues that involve their clients,
their agencies, and themselves.

The 1991 inductees into Western Michigan University's
Athletic Hall of Fame are:
• Don Edwards, B.S. '51, a second-team All-America
pitcher who was the first baseball coach for the University of California-Riverside, became the university's
physical education department chairperson, and has
served on various national baseball committees.
• Russell Gabier, B.S. '52, a Mid-American Conference
cross country and track champion who was a high-level
administrator at WMU and is now secretary and
executive director of Kalamazoo's Irving S. Gilmore
Foundation.
• Reggie Lacefield, B.S. '68. a three-time All-MAC second team pick in basketball who is now principal at a
learning center in Michigan for handicapped students.
• Sharon Miller, B.S. '63, who competed in five
women's sports, became a successful professional
golfer, and now teaches golf in Colorado and serves
as instruction editor in chief for Golf for Women
magazine.
• Neil Smith, B.A. '77, a Division II All-America
defenseman who is now vice president and general
manager of the New York Rangers hockey team.
• Jack Vredevelt, B.A. '55, M.A. '61, a record-holding
tennis player and four-time MAC singles winner who
has been WMU's men's tennis coach for the past
eighteen seasons.

