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INTRODUCTION:

In 1889, I received g céll From Cheryl Lyon-Jenness of the
Kalamazoa Public Museum who reguested that I examine a collection
of Historic Periocd Indian artifacts that museum persannel desired
to prepare for exhibition. B8he informed me that the museum had
purchased the collection fraom an area resident some years ago and
that the documentation surrgunding the purchase suggested that it
had been retrieved from an Indian burial ground on the Kalamazoco
River.

My examination of the items comprising the collection did
indeed reveal that these were objects of personal adornment such
as are typically found with human remazins of the post-1760 period.
In fact, most probably post~dated the War of 1812. And the various
communications she showed me suggested that the collection could be
firmly associated with a site (20KZ2118) with which I was already
Familiar.

Some ysars agu, I and my asscciates in the Department of
Anthropelogy at Western Michigan University conducted several
programs of Ffield resesarch on the Kazlamazooc RAiver betweén the towns
of Galesburg and Comstock, Michigan. Ouring a program of survey
snd testing undertaken for the Michigan Oepartment of Transportation
at the Galesburg Rest Ares along I-24 (Cremin 13982; 1983}, & review

of the documents, especially Durant's (1880) History of Kalamazoa

County, Michigan, c=zlled our asttention to the former presence aof an

Indian burial ground on the old Ford Farm, part of which fell within

the limits of the MDOT project. According to Durant (1880:378]),
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at some time prior to the writing of his book local residents had
axhumed 30 Indians fFrom graves placed along the south bank aof the
Kalamazoc River on the Ford Fsrm in the NE 1/4, NE 1/4 of Sectian

27, Comstock Township. The graves were reported to lie side by

side, and included a small log enclosure with an Indian in a sitting

position wrapped in a blanket. Some of the graves produced silver

and copper ornaments, and a tin or copper psil was observed to occur

in nearly every one of them. It was further noted that some of the
artifacts bore the inscriptien "Montresl"™, snd that among these
graves was one of an old Frenchman, at the head of which was a
crude cross of wood.

Because the proposed location of the burial ground lay one
kilometer downstream of the project limits, we were unable to pur-
sue ogur investigation of 20KZ118 =zt the time. However, in 1985,
when the City of Kalamazoo requested that we examine land they had
recently acquired for purposes of establishing a new wellfield, we
were provided an opportunity to evaluste the very parcel where the
burial ground was reported to be located (Cremin 1385)

Ouring our systematic and intensive survey of the Morrow Lake
Wellfield property, we observed an old excavation on the shore of
the lake where the now submerged channel of the river approaches
the lake's edge. This location in the genter of the N 1/2, SW 1/4,.
NE 1/4, NE 1/4 of Section 27 fits the description of the cemetery
as being situated hard against the south bank of the river. Al-
thgugh intensive shovel testing and probing with a soil coring
device along the margins of the 750 m2 irregular, partially back-
Filled depression did not result in the recovery of cultural items

or bone frsgments, I am reasonably confident that we did actually



relocate the 1Sth century excavation of the Indian graves reported

by DOurant (Cremin 1985:7-8}.

SOURACE OF THE PUBLIC MUSEUM'S COLLECTION:

ARegardless of whether we have precisely located the Indilan
burizl ground in gquestion, there can be little doubt that the
caollection in the possession of the museum comes from the graves
reported as being found on the Ford Farm by DOurant (1880). However,
ODurant may have gotten his facts confused; witness this account in

The Three Rivers RAeporter (19 Aug 1878):

Interesting Relics.-Henry Streator, of Galeshurg, recently
cpened an Indian burying ground near Galesburg., Three
bodies were lying side by side only a little more thsan =
foot from the surface. 0One skull was twenty-one and three-
fourths inches in circumference. There wsre silver brooches
three inches in diameter, and silver bracelets for the
sguaws, and silver crosses two inches lang with the letters
"R.C."™ marked on them. Four bracelets on one arm marksd
"Mantreal'. There were many finger and nose rings of copper
and brass, and round buckles strung on ribbons for ornaments
worn for belts. Scalping-knives with buck-horn handles with
a turtle engravecd on them. There were small stone beavers
and arrowheads and tomahawks. In each grave there was a tin
or copper pail at the foot. There were stone bullet-molds,
composed of %two flat stones with a hole in each of them.
There was found here many years ago a csdar cross at the
head of = grave-said to be that of an old French trapper who
died among the Indians here. At that time a log hut about
elght feet sguare and four feet high, stood near the grsves.
In it was an Indian skeleton in a2 sitting positiocn; also the
skeleton, of two dogs.

While Mr. Streator is cited in several places in the Ourant book,
whether he or this article in a local paper is the actual source of
his information on the burisl ground is problematic.

| Importantly, the date of the newspaper article places the

discovery of the graves in proper perspective; something that the

sccount in the Durant book fails to dol

More recently, Mr. Darrell Aichards, writing in the Totem Pole




(1938), discusses his meeting with a Mrs. Ford, who resided on a
Farm located on the Kalamazoo River three miles west of Galesburg.
She produced documernts showing that her husband's family had occupied
the land since Thomas C. Ford settled here in 1834 and allowed him
to examine several of the copper pails from the graves that were
then in her possession.

In 1953, Mr. Alexis Praus of the Kalamazoo Public Museum, with
the assistance of Mer. Karl Parchert and Mr. Bichards, contacted
Mr. J. Henry Ford of Three Rivers, Michigan, grandson of the First
agwner of the Ford Farm, regarding the whereabouts of the "silver
cache”™ from the Indian cemetary. In & letter from Ford to Praus
dated 12 Dec 1858, Ford states:

I thought I explsined that Thes. C. Ford was the first

Ford owner of the farm in Comstock Township. After his

degath (10 Apr 18738) his son Chas. G. Fard became the

agwner. It was at this time the Indian relics were found

by him and his two sons, Thos. and J. Henry. The latter

taking them after the death of his fFather and now has them.
This excerpt leads me to believe that Durant {12880) was refering

to the discovery of Streator in 1878, substituting the number 307

for the three burials refered to in The Three Rivers Reporter

article of thst year. The collection in the museum, Found by the
Fords, while prohably from the same Indian burial ground, represents
a discovery pnst;dating Thomas GC. Ford's deaﬁh in 1879 and, thusly,
could not provide the basis for the Durant refersnce published in
1880 {given the time necded to edit and print the massive volume
appearing only a year after the land passed from Ffather to sonl.
Rather, I can only ceonclude that the collzction dates to about 1880;
certainly not sooner, but probesbly not long after Chas. G. Ford
assumed cwnership of the Farm. The warding of the above excerpt

also casts intc doubt the guesstimate of ca, 19415(7} appesring on
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the museum accession shest {(No. A1897).

In a letter from Director Praus to Mrs. J. Henry Ford dsted
23 Mar 19359, the museum's purchase of the Ford Collection for
$150.00 was consumated, and three days later the "collection of
Indian trade geoods, conslisting of silveﬁ plieces, stone tools, iron
hatchets, and iron adze'" was formally accessioned. The locational
information on the accession sheet provides only that this material
was Found on the south bhank of the Kalamszoao River, Section 27 (C.

H. Ford property), Comstock Township.

INVENTORY OF THE FORD COLLECTION FROM 20KZ118:

-A large silver cross with ring in upper portion. It is 37.5 cm
long x 24.7 cm across the arm.

-An arm band, broken in two pieces, with a design of a galleping

horse engraved in the csnter. 0One piece is 12.% cm long, and
the second is 12.8 cm long. The arm band is 7.2 cm wide.
-A buckler(?), 9.4 cm in diametsr zand engraved with =z bear in
the center. There is a2 reccker-type engraving around the edge,
and the rim is rolled. The object bears a maker's stamp "JO'.

-Seven complete and three fragmentary round buckles of silver,
plus 41 tongues of missing bucklas. The buckles are 1.8 cm in
diameter, and all are in (attached to?) a piece of wool or felt.

-Two iron knife blades, anes 17.5 cm long and the sescond 10 cm
long '

-A wooden bowl lacking the bottom. It stands 5-7.5 cm high and is
11.3 em in diameter.

-A wooden spoon bowl, 8.8 cm long and 6.8 cm wide,

-8 copper pall, with straight sides and standing 12.5 em high.
The pail diameter is 11.9 cm.

-A semi~lunar silver gorget, engraved with lion and unicorn hold-
ing a seal around which are the words "Honi Soit Mal y Pense'.

Belaow, on a streamer, are the words "Dieu et Mon Driot™. The
maker's mark is "B8L f and lion passant and crowned tiger in =
shield™”.

-A low bowl of willowware, broken into two plieces. One piece
from the rim is missing. This object dates to ca. 1810.
-A buckle set with glass ''gems™. Some stre missing, but most are
still present. The object is 5 cm long =nd 4.1 cm wide.

-Small square glass bottle with words "Essence of Peppermint by
the King's Patent”. It is molded on the sides.



-A silver ornament, circular in shape and with Five interlocking
cirecles inmside the outer ring. It is rocksr engraved and bears
the maker's mark "HCT.

-Hair clamp with hair attached, tubular in shape and attached ta
& ribbon with s double row of small silver buckles numbering 293
in all. The clamp is 1.8 cm in diameter.

-A fragment of a silver arm band decorated with seven rows of
horizomtal ribbing. It is 7.5 ecm long around the curve and
2.2 cm wide. Near one end is the maker's mark "RC".

-A fragment of a small silver arm band decorsted with a slightly
reised, wide rib in the center. The fragment is 6.3 cm long and
1.9 cm wide.

-Five silver ornaments, circular in shape; one is complete, three
are damaged, and one is only a fragment.

-A ribbon Fragment with seven silver buckles. The ribbon is
2.5 em in widgh.

~A conical metal bangle, 5 cm in length.

-A number of small bell fragments, one whole glebular bell 1.5 cm
in diameter, and one slightly damaged bell of the same size.

-A narrow silver band, probably a portion of an arm band, 5.6 cm
loeng and 0.6 cm wide.

-Bne fragment of a metal whistle with string attached.

~-A Fragment of g silver arm band, split asnd with one half of its
width missing for part of the object’s total length. Total
length is 9.4 cm, and maximum width of the arm band is 1.8 cm.

~A Fragment of cotton cloth with three whole and cone half of a
silver buckle

-Two small gun flints.

-Eight small chert and argillite projectile points; one large
guartzite point.

-The Fragment of a metal butten of moderate size.
-One silver buckle, 2.5 cm in diameter.
-A fragment of a silver buckle, 3.8 cm in diameter.

-Fragments of silver buckles gs fFollows: one without a tongue,
1.9 em in diameter; a half buckle, 1.6 cm in diameter; a complete
widebanded buckle, 1.3 cm in diameter; one half of a widebanded

buckle; 30 small buckles, some minus tongues; and tweo loose
tongues, '

t-Two glass lenses and two flat, oblong pieces of glass.

~8ix fragments of iron, including a rectangular huckle, part of
a strike-a-light, and some unidentified pieces.

-Earring fragments, including 10 wire loops, three with balls: two
nearly complete with conical bangles as drops; three loose balls;
17 bangle dreps, some of which are badly damaged.



-A double barred cross of silver, 12.5 cm long and 5.3 cm =zcross
the arms. A maker's stamp is observable at the intersection of
the upper arm and wupright, but cannot be identified.

-A very elabaorate double barred cross of silver, 132.8 cm long,
10.56 ©m across the longer arm, and 7.2 cm across the shorter
arm. Maker's mark "AC" occcurs just below the upper arm.

-An arm band of silver with a dog-~like figures engraved in the
center. The band is 25 cm long and 7.5 cm wide.

-Two arm bands of silver engraved with a bird Figure. They are
5.9 em long and 5.3 cm wide.

~A small copper kettle minus the bottom, 13.8 cm in diameter and
.9 cm tall. A portion of a handle is still attached.

~-Two ireon strike-a-like fragments.
-Sixteen small silver buckles and two buckle fFfragments.

-Five fragments of small silver arnaments with portions that
are similar to small crosses.

~An.oval fragment of a silver ornament.
-Two small curved pieces of sheet metal.

-A silver ornament, circular in shape and with a five-pointed
star inside the ocuter circle, and with a second cirgcle inside
the star. This object is 5 em in diameter,.

-A small spiral of copper or brass wirs.
~0One small thimble.

~-Four silver buckles, 2.2 cm in diameter and with two still in/
attached to cloth.

-Faur silver buckles that are 2.5 cm in dismeter.

-A piece of worked chert that is possibly a drill.
-A =mall clay or catlinite pipe bowl.

-A short string of white pony glass or seed beads.
-A string of short tubulasr beads.

~0One large, right-angled catlinite pipe bowl.

-An iron adze blade.

~Three iron axes, two with round shaft holes and one with =
triangular hole.

~-A stone bullet mold in two pieceses and one lead ball.

i—Three stone celts, one of which is broken and a second that hasbeén
damaged by heat.

-A slate gorget of a gray banded slate with two holes. This
obiect is 9.4 cm long and 3.8 cm wide.

-0One bottle of vermilion powder and a lump of varmilion,.tngether
with tufte of hair colaored with this substance.

-An indefimite number of straight pins, some still in cloth pieces.



-A portion of a wooden ramrod(?), ramrod holder, and coil of
wire; all appear to be assembled into 3 unit.

~-Bracelet fFragments as Ffollows:

-2.8 cm wide, decorated with raised ribbing at varying
spgces;

-1.9 cm wide, Featuring a raised design of wide ribs;

-1.9 om wide, decorsted with a wide raised rib in the center
and narrower ribbing alaong each side of the band;

-2.2 cm wide, with a flat center area bordered on each side
by five raised ribs;

-a complete bracelet that is 1.9 cm wide and Features two
wide ribs with a lower center band and edge bands;

-3.0 cm wide brascelet that is neasrly completes and features
@ narrow ribbing design;

-1.9 em wide, nesrly complete, with two wide, flat ribs an
each side of center; and

-2.2 cm wide, decorated with a ribbing design of two rows,
three rows, and two rows.
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