
 

151 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

152 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

153 

 
 



 

154 

 
 
 
 



 

155 

Appendix B 
 

Consent Form 



 

159 

transcribing notes onto a computer software program (e.g., Word) and ensuring accuracy 

of the notes, the notes will be shredded and tapes will be erased. The data from this study 

will be used for evaluation purposes, but we need to let you know that the overall results 

of the evaluation may be published in academic articles and presented in meetings for 

researchers and others. 

What if you want to stop participating in this study? 

Any time during the interview, you can refuse to answer a question or stop the interview 

without prejudice, penalty, or risk.  

In addition, if you feel uncomfortable with an answer or the interview after the interview 

has been completed and while the study is still being conducted, you may contact the 

primary investigator, Dr. Brooks Applegate at (269) 387-3886 or 

brooks.applegate@wmich.edu . You may also contact the Chair, Human Subjects 

Institutional Review Board at 269-387-8293 or the Vice President for Research at 269-

387-8298 if questions arise during the course of the study. 

This consent document has been approved for use for one year by the Human Subjects 

Institutional Review Board (HSIRB) as indicated by the stamped date and signature of 

the board chair in the upper corner. Do not participate in this study if the stamped date is 

older than one year. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

I have read this informed consent document. The risks and benefits have been explained 

to me. I agree to take part in this study. 

 

___________________________________    __________________ 

Please Print Your Name                    Date 

 

____________________________________ 

Participant’s Signature 
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Interview Protocol 
 
 
Interview Questions 
 
“Sí Se Puede” – Latino Students Can Succeed in School: A Success Case Method Study 
 
 
Some Latino students graduate from high school, enroll in a post-secondary institution 

(2-years or 4-years program), graduate and go on with their lives. Others for different 

reasons do not finish high school and also go on with their lives. What we are looking 

here is collecting information about what are some of the positive factors in the personal 

life of the participant, family, and school environment or programs that contributed to 

their success.  At the same time, we are looking to collect information regarding factors 

in the personal life of the participant, in the family, or in the school environment or 

programs that might have contributed to the non-success in school and eventually having 

to drop out. 

 
Date: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Interview Location: _________________________________________________ 
 
Interviewee Name: _________________________________________ 
 
Protective factors (reasons) – Are the variables having a positive effect/influence and 
that might be attributed to help Latino students to stay in school and graduate? 
 
Risk factors (reasons) – Are the variables having a negative effect/influence and that 
might be the reasons why some Latino students are not successful in school and 
eventually they drop out? 
 
Success – Latino students that stay in school and meet all the academic requirements 
from the school and graduate – this applies also to students completing high school and 
pursuing a postsecondary degree. 
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1. Describe your school experiences. 
 

• How many years of schooling did you have? 
• Describe what you liked or disliked about school. 
• Describe how important was school for you. 
• Using a scale 1-10 (1=not important, 10=very important) rank the importance of 

education. 
 

2. Contributing (Protective) factors 
 

• Describe what in your personal life helped you to finish school 
• Describe the support received from your family (besides food and shelter) that 

helped you to finish school. 
• Using a scale 1-10 (1=low, 10=high) rank the role of the family in your success. 
• Describe (if any) the support received from the school that helped you to finish 

school. 
•  Using a scale 1-10 (1=not important, 10=very important) rank the importance of 

education. 
 
3. Contributing (Risk) factors 
 

• Describe what issues in your personal life have prevented you from graduating 
from school 

• Describe what family issues (if any) contributed to not finishing school 
• Describe in which way school had some responsibility (if any) for not finishing 

high school 
 

4. Personal factors 
 

• Describe how important education is/has been for you 
• When you were in high school, was graduating/going to college one of your 

goals? 
• Describe to what extent the idea of graduating was or was not a goal in your 

personal life 
• Describe all personal factors (e.g. motivation, ability, income/money) that 

are/were contributing to your academic success 
• To what extent do friends, role models have inspired you to strive to be successful 

in school? 
• Please provide some recommendations/suggestions to other Latino students to 

help them to stay in school, graduate and continue with their college education 
• Using a scale 1-10 (1=not important, 10=very important) rank the importance of 

school to your success. 
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5. Family factors 
 

• Describe how important do you think that education is/has been for your family 
(immediate and extended family) 

• Anyone in your family graduated from high school and graduated from college? 
• Describe if graduating from high school/going to college, and graduating from 

college was an expectation from your family (one parent or both parents) 
• What you think parents/families should do to ensure that students stay in school, 

graduate and continue with post-secondary education? 
 

6. School factors 
 

• Describe if you perceived that at the high school or in college that teachers and 
other staff had the expectation that you were (were not) capable of graduating 

• Describe how the school (teachers, staff, curriculum, other activities) have 
contributed to your academic success 

• To what extent the bilingual program (and the bilingual staff) has contributed to 
your success/non success in school? Explain. 

• Describe any recommendations to improve bilingual services in the schools. 
• To what extent you took advantage of the school opportunities (extracurricular 

activities, sports, after school tutoring, bilingual services) while you were at the 
high school/college? 

• What recommendations/suggestions do you have for the schools that might help 
to keep Latino students in school, graduate and continue to college? 
 

7. The Kalamazoo Promise 
 

• How do you think that a college degree could benefit you? 
• Do you know what the Kalamazoo Promise is? Explain 
• When you were in high school, did your parents understand what the Promise is? 
• Did counselor have helped you with the Promise or with information about other 

scholarships available? 
• To what extent has the Kalamazoo Promise helped you? 
• If you graduated before the Promise – How did you pay for your education?  
• If you did not graduate – Do you believe that the outcome would be different in 

your life? Explain. 
• If you graduated – Do you believe that the school prepared you adequately to 

move ahead in your life? 
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Appendix D 
 

HSIRB Approval
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Human Subjects Institutional Review Board 
Walwood Hall,Kalamazoo,Ml49008-5456 
PHONE: (26!1) 387-8293   FAX: (269) 387-8276 
 
 
Date:   September 22, 2010 
 
To:  Brooks Applegate, Principal Investigator 
Manuel Brenes, Student Investigator for dissertation 

 
From:  Amy Naugle, Ph.D., Chair 

 
Re: HSIRB Project Number: 10-07-24 
 
This letter will serve as confirmation that your research project titled "Si Se Puede" - 
Latino Students Can Succeed in School: A Success Case Method Study" has been 
approved under the expedited category of review by the Human Subjects Institutional 
Review Board. The conditions and duration of this approval are specified in the Policies 
of Western Michigan University. You may now begin to implement the research as 
described in the application. 
 
Please note that you may only conduct this research exactly in the form it was 
approved. You must seek specific board approval for any changes in this project. You 
must also seek reapproval if the project extends beyond the termination date noted 
below. In addition if there are any unanticipated adverse reactions or unanticipated 
events associated with the conduct of this research, you should immediately suspend the 
project and contact the Chair of the HSIRB for consultation. 
 
The Board wishes you success in the pursuit of your research goals.  
Approval Termination:  September 22, 2011 
 

  
 
 


