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State Highlights 
Volume IX Kalamazoo, Michigan, April 15, 1953 Number 12 

State High Will Be Moved to New Site 
Speech on Cockers 
Given by V.P. Nixon 

All hilJltoppers wi.th California an-
cestors were happy to welome pa st 
Californian Senator Richard M. Nix-
on, to yesterdays assembly. All during 
the 12:30 hocir, Mr. Nixon spoke in a 
well-filled Little Theter on the "Fi-
nancial, Economic, and Social Status 
of Cocker Spanieil.s." 

Mr. Nixon covered all the topLcs 
suggested by the title of his speech 
most thoroughly, his talk was well 
applauded, and ·au of his anecdotes 
were appreciated. 

In order that the students might 
further address questions to Mr. Nix-
on, a tea was held immediately fol-
lowing the assembly. Decoration 
chairman, Brooks Godfrey, honored 
the speaker by employing Nixon- pos-
ters left over from some c·ampaign in 
the decoration theme: hostess, Nan-
tte Slavin, served crumpets in the 
shape of dog-biscuits with the tea. 

When Mr. Nixon boarded he train 
for Washington, D.C. (where he fun-
ctions as Vice president of the United 
States) all State High turned out to 
cheer him off. 

Classes Rescheduled 
After careful consideration by the 

faculty and student counc:l, a new 
Class schedule has been sug·gested. 
The student body will vote sometime 
;in the near futtire, and if they ap-
prove, the sched'Jle will be as foilo\Ys: 
OLD TIME NEW TIME 
8:00 Class ...................................... 1:50 
9:00 Class ...................................... 2:00 

10:00 Class ...................................... 2:10 
11:00 Class ...................................... 2:20 
12:30 crass ...................................... 2:30 
2:00 Class ...................................... 2 :40 
This is expected to reduce the ex-

pense of printing tardy slips1 so much 
that a reduction of the tuition may 
come in a •short time. 

One of the main reasons for the 
change is that the present arrange-
ment is so taxing on the students 
that the number of passing marks is 
rapidly declining, and the senior class 
is becoming too targe to be controlled. 

Before voting, however, the stu-
dents musit realize that there are 
certain disadvantages to be faced. 
Lunch hour, including the planned 
dances, will be discontinued. although 
eating in class will be permitted to 
supplement the diets of those who 
are unable to wait until school is over. 

Seniors Are Coronation Bound 
The Senior Class has been selected 

from graduating classes all ove.r the 
United States as the best all around 
and as a result wioll go to England for 
the Coronation. The trip will be finan-
ced by the British government as part 
payment on the debt incurred to the 
United States during the Second 
World War. All eighty seniors and 
their two advisors are planning to 
make the trip. 

Since the Coronation will take 
place on the second of June, the sen-
iors will fiy over to England on a 
strata-cruiser so they will arrive on 
England in time for the Coronation. 

L~ving facilities for the class will 
be provided by a renovated castle rec-
ently take over by the British govern-
ment. It is situated near London. The 
castle will be rtin by a complete staff 
of help. Meals wilil. be seved in the 
grand ballroom. A dance will also be 
held there each night. English high 
school students will be invited so 
that they can become better acquain-
ted with American teen-agers. 

The class has the personal invita-
tion of one London business man to 
view the Coronation parade from his 
business establishment. However, the 
class also h:as the invitation of the 
Queen to attend the Coronation, so 
the i,nvitation of the business man has 
been rejected. 

The seniors will arrive in England 
on May 25th. This date wi11 allow 
them enough time to become acqain-
ted with the surrounding country-side 
and the Engl.t.sh people. One of the 
planned trips which will be of great 
~nterest to the seniors is to visit the 
home of Wilili'am Shakespeare. Tours 
will be conducted to Ireland and Scot-
land. Prime Minister Winston Church-
ill has invited the class to a session of 
the Parliment. All of these things will 
serve to show better the life of an 
Englii.shman. 

The Cila:ss will return on June 10 
by air, so that they will be able to 
graduate. During the time of the trip, 
exams for the class will be c·anceled. 

At the request of the Michigan 
State Board of Education. The Michi-
gan State Legislature has recently 
appropriated the sum of two million 
dollars to the Campus School depart-
ment of Western Michigan College of 
Education. . 

This means that Stae High is final-
ly going to leave its hilltop for the 
money will enable the college to 
build a new high school building on 
the west campus. The planning, as 
reported to us, is nearing completion, 
and the construction is scheduled to 
begin sometime this spring. 

The plans for the new building 
have, in the most part, been released. 
They call for a three story, two base-
men building. It will be very modern 
and constructed in red brick to har-
monize with the surrounding build-
ings. It will be located on what is 
now the parking lot behind McCrack-
en hall. 

This move will have both advant-
ages and disadvantages, it is felt. 
When located permanently on the west 
campus, State High wilL have easy 
access to Kanley Chapel for assem-
blys, the music building for choir, 
band, and private lessons, the golf 
course for playing, and the Teddy 
Bair for breakfast, lunch,. and snacks. 
But there will be disadvantages, also. 
Some classes, that is the gym cl.asses, 
science classes, and the home ec. 
classes, will still remain on this cam-
pus so it will be necessary to schedule 
classes on the hour and half hour. 
Also, the School office will remain 
on the hill and as Miss Crisman said 
to your reporter, "Sometimes we may 
feel a little out of touch." The third 
disadvantage will be the difficulty in 
the placing of monitors over such a 
wide area, but according to Mrs. 
Monroe, "We already have that pret-
ty well thought out. We will place 
monitors at posts all along the qis-
tance between campuses-at Arcadia 
Brook, the Campus Cut-Rate, Ma's 
and the Little Mich." 

WSHS To Be Built 
An order approving the erection of 

a radio sitation for State High has 
been received from the Federal Com-
munications Commission. The money 
has been furnished by the U.S. State 
Department. 

The money was given with the un-
derstanding that the station would 
broadcast the "Voice of America" 
without charge. State High will tape 
record it and the State Department 
will rebroadc·ast it. 



College Profile 
Nestled in the hills of old Kentucky, 

the traveler of the by-ways will find 
a small group of buildings resting 
on a plush blue-grass carpet. Bright 
green ivy clings on the ancient walls 
and the laughter of young people 
echos throughout. This is Podunk Uni-
versity, whose students are the finest 
fencers in Dan'l Boon's country. 

Among the professors of the school 
are to be found such names as Hat-
field and McCoy who are sure to do 
their homework in this college for it 
is more fun than work- it involves 
·ambushing one's neighbors ... and it 
least one a day at that. The unlucky 
student who fails to hand in his 
homework's ears for a whole week iS 
expelled with a load of buckshot in 
his pants. 
' Post graduate work in this school 
can be taken in Chemistry or shop. In 
chemistry, the student learns to make 
the finest "mountain dew" and in 
shop, they make the stills to p roduce 
tht "dew." 

3-Min. Passing 
Next week there is going to be a 

drastic change in the hall problem, as 
the passi,ng time will be cut down to 
three minutes. This has come about 
as a result of a group of five student 
inestigators. These student, Barbara 
McBride, Bob Gibson, Patricia Eliet, 
John Weber and Charles Koons, found 
that a student may get to ·any class 
three minutes if he doesn't stop to 
talk to anybody or to get his books. 

This is expected to cut down noise 
in the hall between classes, and will 
add eight minutes, or aproximately 
2.7% , to our daily class time. 

New Cafeteria 
On May first, State High's lunch-

room will be taken over by Schensul's 
cafeteria. This change was arrived at 
by a joint meeti,ng of faculty and 
students held last Tuesday afternoon. 
The purpose of the committee, com-
posed of Student Council members 
and faculty, was to provide more 
nourishment for the student's money. 
The committee met her here on the 
hilltop with Mr. Schensul and togeher 
they decided on a satisfactory menu 
an ddiscussed various plans for re-de-
coration of the cafeteria. By May first, 
their plan will be in full swing. The 
plan is as follows: two full-course 
steak dinners at least two times a 
week; and a smorgasbord o;n the re-
maining days. The cost to students 
should not run more than 35 cents 
if plans proceed as they now are. 
The faculty would like to cut the 
student cost down, but since addition-
al expenses will be needed for re-
recoration they will not be able to cut 
the price until the middle of May. 

STATE lllGHLIGBTS 

What is T emperence? 
Temperance is an issue that is often hushed up rather than discussed 

but the time has come to lift the curtain and look at the facts - What i~ 
Temperance? 

'Yhich_ brings up an important point - have you noticed how many 
lea~mg c1garete manufacturers have come out with ki,ng-size cigarettes? 
This trend seems certainly indicative. 

In the hard-drink bracket, too, we find temperance in practice. The 
"speak~easies" are out and the bar rail is in. This is a;n improvement in 
convenience. 

Of course, temp~reance also tinges an over-indulgence in food which im-
mediately bri,ngs to mind the number of products available both de-hydrated 
and frozen packages. This shows what the average consumer is thinking. It 
must be admitted that Benjamin Franklin had some execllent ideas on the 
subject. 

Let us also consider the problem of sleeping- which is a problem unless 
you are fortunate enough to have insomnia. There is the expense of having a 
bed and matress- and with inflation we all know what that entails. 

Today, we've looked at the facts, examined the causes, a.nd studied the 
effecs. We--hope you've profited from our examination of the situation of Tem-
perance, and will understand etter the importance of the problem. 

Committee 
News 

The social. Committee has comple-
ted its list of school parties for the 
rest of this year, Scheduled for 
April are the Spring formal and the 
turnabout at Walwood Ballroom. For 
May an aill-day school picnir at Long 
Lake, a roller-skating party in Plain-
well, and a sock hop in the Men's 
Gym. June, of course, will see the 
Junior-Senior Prom, a farewell dance 
for the seniors, and a end-of-school 
reception for the Students, Factulty, 
and friends of State High, ·at the 
home of Dr. Bryan. 

The Pep Committee has announced 
that, with the help of the PTSO they 
will sponser free buses to al1l the 
spring sports events for the rest of 
the year. Also, we will have regulariy 
scheduled pep assembliies from one to 
two each Friday. 

The Citizenship Commitee announ-
ces that since the results of the trial 
Courtesy Week were negative, we will 
have to return to the old method-
the plan of strict student supervi'sion 
in the halls. Though they regret hav-
ing to take this step, the Committee 
feels that drastic .action is necessary, 
for the facul.ty has proved their in-
ability to cope with the problem a-
lone. 

The Frien.dship Committee, compar-
atively inactive this year, has finally 
come up with a project. They will 

Band to Play 
During Noon Hour 

N ext Monday the band will hold 
the first of it's series of dances dur-
ing the noon hour. For the first week 
the band will use the music of five of 
the leading composers, including 
George Gershwin, Irving Berlin, and 
Duke Ellington. Dr. Bel.oof has rec-
eived the mu:sic, worth more than 
$500, which he thinks will provide 
good entertaiment until June. 

The band members will be pro-
vided with blue slacks and gold shirts 
for these occ·asions by the P .T .S.O. 
The Student Council has arranged 
with the college to have the Women's 
Gym from 12:00 to 12:30. Dr. Bryan 
and the faculty are ·also allowing an 
extra five minutes for every student 
to get to class. Let's all get behin.d 
this project and show the band that 
they're really ·appreciated. 

sponser a student appreciation day, 
for want of a more original idea. 

The Service Committee is woI'king 
on a new project-they are making the 
services of Nicotin Anonymous avail-
able to the Students and teachers of 
State High. 

The Assembly Co.mmittee, though 
its treasury is drastically depleted 
after the expensive speaker of last 
week, will try to arrange a Jazz 
concert hoping to bring in some of 
our leading "Bop" artists. 
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Gill, ~tutton, Johnson 
In B.B. Scandal 

Recent investigations of State 
High's outstanding basketball players 
Don Gill, Tom Johnson, and Ed Sut-
ton, have brought to light a scandal 
that has shocked the city. The police 
department has closed in on a S\Ydi-
cate of gamblers operating from Chi-
cago, and uncovered the biggest high 
schooL "fix" in history 

Several other players are under 
suspicion but their names are being 
withheld. Johnson has been proven to 
have recieved sizable bribes to throw 
the two Portage games and the South 
Haven home game, while Gill was 
bribed for these games and the Otsego 
home game. .Sutton, too, accepted 
money to throw these games, but 
when he refused to throw the final 
Allegan game he was badly beaten 
and he attended school for a while 
bravely pretending to just have a 
"cold." 

Although they can be expelled from 
school and barred from sports per-
manently, the exact measures to be 
taken with the athletes hasn't been 
determined '.Phis could result in State 
High's being forced to forfeit their 
newly-gained undisputed hold on first 
pl'ace in the Wolverine Conference. 

Lair and 
Sebs Column 

From a reliable source-next year 
while waiting for their buildings on 
the new campus, State High will have 
the entire Education Building. This 
includes the Women's Gym, which 
will be used for all our home basket-
ball games. Also the lower play-
ground will probably have a stadium 
and lights for football, and track. 
This new setup, which costs $10,000 
will most likely be paid for out of 
the office fund.-Gerry Hawkins is 
trying to get a special scholarship to 
the U. of Chicago. If he succeeds in 
getting this he won't be able to play 
on · the football or baseball team 
next year.-Coach Walters has been 
recruiting in other cities; so far 
he has lined up Nate Duncan of St. 
Joe, Roger Smith of Allegan, and Tom 
Krielick of Portage.-Another re-
turnee next year wm probably be 
Stan Vine. Vine will bolster both 
the football and baseball team. Flash 
-Bill "Casanova" McConochie plans 
to elope, at next full moon.-Recently 
we have seen many senior ball players 
~oarp.ing the Ransom · St. district in 
the "Blue Beaut." -Due to Western's 
cancellation of its Michigan State 
game, Coach Sevens consented to 
take the Spartans on. About time for 
another prediction - State High 7, 
Mich. State 5. 

STATE WGHLIGHTS 

The State High Baseballers who face Michigan State tomorrow 

Cubs Take 
Undisputed First 

The State High Cubs· of "52" fin-
ally succeeded for the first time in 
Cub history to take an undisputed top 
championship. 

In the game between Allegan and 
Plainwell, Allegan used an illegal 
player. This player, Alvin Hopgrasser 
was an illegal substitution in the last 
8 seconds of the b'all game, because 
he put some hoop grease on his fin-
gers This was later discovered biY his 
girl, an Allegan traitor. 

The basketball. commission, after 
much controversy finally decided to 
forfeit the game to Plainwell. By this 
it gave the State High Cub's an un-
disputed basketball crown. 

Stevens and Walters 
to Coach Pro's 

Coaches Fred Stevens and Roy 
Walters have submitted their resign-
nations to Dr. R. C. Bryan. Both have 
received offers to coach professional 
ball clubs. 

Mr. Walters has inked a contract 
with the Los Angeles Rams pro 
football organization. He will serve as 
assistant coach. 
· The Pittsburgh Pirates have signed 
up Coach Fred Stevens as a part 
time relief hurler and 1st base coach. 
Mr. Stevens will leave immediately 
for the Pirates's training camp. 

Bob Sought by Tigers 
Bob Britigan, a State High first 

baseman was offered a $30,000 bonus 
to play for the Detroit Tigers. 

While the Britigan family was va-
cationing down in Florida, Bob tried 
out for the Tigers, as we said he 
would be in an earlier iissue. "Hutch" 
seemed to like his styile an form, so 
he offered Bob a $30,000 bonus. 

Bob Britigan is stil1 undecided al-
though he knows that his alma-amter, 
State High needs him for baseball 
this season. 

What should Bob do? Any answer 
to this question will be highly ap-
preciated. 

Color Changes 
After many years of serious con-

sideration, the school colors have been 
offiicially changed. As of April 20th, 
1953, the official colors will be chang-
ed to Chartreuse and shocking pink. 

The school color vote was very 
close according to informed sources 
(Dr. Bryan). When the votes were 
being counted it . was a close race 
between black and blue, gastly green 
and gory red, and chartreuse and 
shocking pink. 

New uniforms have been ordered 
for all athletic teams featuring our 
colors. Also the top of the education 
is being consideded for a coat of 
shocking pink, with the rest chartre-
use. 

All students are requested not to 
continue beefing about the colors 
election according to a high office 
scource (Mrs. Jarmen) . 



Stauffer Goes 
To T. V. 

Miss Evelyn Steketee, sometimes 
called State High's Our Miss Brooks, 
is being married in early Jul.y. Ma ny 
will be interested i,n knowing that 
she is marrying, by some strange 
concidence, a Mr. Boynton. 

We'll all miss John Keyser's being 
around in a couple of weeks. Joh.n 
is moving to Holland along with 
his parents. The Keyser family will 
join Mrs. Keyser's relatives in Am-
sterdam. 

Mr. Stauffer sent in his name to 
'"What's My Line." He is to appea1· 
on the T.V. show sometime this 
summer. 

Well, well, it seems we have one 
of "those kind" in school again. Dick 
Defreese is going steady with two 
girls. One at State High and one 
in Gran! Rapids. Good Luck! "Dutch," 
you'll need it. 

Al Hackman is going to the Uni-
versity of Hawaii next year. He has 
some kind of a job there this sum-
mer, and then will just stay down 
there for a year of school. 

Everyone should try and catch 
Debbie Parker's picture which ap-
peared in the March issue of Look 
magazine. When a dinner was given 
down at the Civic for Governor Wil-
liams, Debbie's beaming face was 
also in on the scene. 

Mayor Glen S. Allen is being chauf-
fered down to Florida by Jim Boylan 
upon the closing of school. Jim will 
drive one of his Dad's new Buicks on 
the trip. 

Jim Burger has been hired to pilot 
Schaffer's newest racing boat, the 
Siren, during the summer. 

The Civic has invited Jon Sebaly 
to try out for their nex t play. Way 
to go Jon! 

Mr. Sack's advanced speech cla ss 
will travel to the National Forensic 
contest in Splicer, Oregon this May. 

A letter from England brings the 
news the Joan Biljum is "American-
izing" the isle. She has introduced the 
"be-bop" language and its quite a hit. 

The Highlander has been sent to 
press three weeks early--congratula-
tions to John Weber and the staff! 

An estimated 75 per cent of the 
senior class will graduate this year. 
Too bad, Dick, but try again next 
year. 

Beat 

Otsego! 

STATE HIGHLIGHTS 

Party-Policy 
Poll 

Our school's new one-a-month pol-
icy regarding school parties has been 
an object of much di'.SCussion. There-
fore, we ·are presenting here the re-
sults of a recent State High poll ta-
ken on the above mentioned problem: 
Judie Lyon- I think we ought to have 

fewer parties so that I can get my 
homewor~ done. 

Ken Fricke- I don't care how many 
parties we have ,'cause I never get 
my studies interfere with my ed-
ucation anyway. 

Gorby Lewis- I think that a no-party 
policy would be beneficial ·as a safe-
guard against fallen arches. 

Fred Waterson- We simply must 
have some dances in order that the 
superior dance steps of the gen-
eration won't become extinct. 

Jim VanTassel- I don't care whether 
we have any dances or not because 
the lighting at dances i~ always too 
dim to show the loveily color of 
my trousers. 

Joke 
Tame bee to wild bee; 
"Why are there wild bees?" 
Wild bee to tame bee. 
"Wouldn't you be wild if somebody 

took your honey and nee-tar?" 

Students React 
Since State High will soon be 

moved to the new campus, we thought 
it would be interesting to get the re-
actions of students and teachers to 
the coming move. 
Ken Fricke will be so homesick for 
these hallowed halls which we have 
known for so man.y yars that he won't 
be able to keep up his A average. 
Mrs. Jarman hopes that the change of 
surroundings will uncover new things 
for her to do. Now she has so much 
free time in which to sit and "chew 
the rag" with Miss Crisman that she 
feels idle. 

The steady couples who are dancing 
in the annex every noon, Tom and 
Diane, Al and Donna, etc. are thrill-
at the thought of the gorgeous 
new ballroom which is to be 
all ours for noon-time entertainment 
on the west campus. Pete Platt has 
Just signed a five year contract with 
State Hi's Band to play for us every 
week day from 11 :30 a .im. untfil 1 :00 
p.m. (our lunch hour is to be length-
ened after we move.!) 

Nightmares 
By N.S~ 

The things that make feature wri-
tig fun are aH of the improabilities 
involved - imagine for a minute (if 
you can) what State High would be 
like if it were run by the factulty. 

The Monitors would have to be 
strict - no more card games in stu-
dy hall or eating ca,ndy bars and drin-
king cokes while we glance idly 
through our homework. Instead-heav-
en forbid-we'd probabl.y have to use 
our hands to talk to a friend about 
an assigment and have our time lim-
ited too. Oh, yes, I can see it now, 
when we wanted to get a book out of 
our locker or ·a drink in the hall 
(after so many cokes they get tire-
some). We'll have to ask permission 
of the monitors not to mention the 
sometimes embarassing if essential 
reason we might want to leave the 
room for a couple of minutes. Then 
too, if the study hall were that 
strict, teachers might even drop in 
now and then and we couldn't yell at 
the girls on their way to gym in the 
.Spring. Why, with the evolution of 
soci'alism from democracy, it's con-
ceivable that breathig permits might 
even be given out - at restricted in-
tervals. of course. 

Miss Lowrie might clamp down 
too, and we wouldn't be allo;wed to 
drop into the library to look up a last 
minute assignment or read a maga-
zine in our leisure time without an 
all-hour permit from a teacher to 
do assigned work. Yet, perhaps, that 
is going too far 'cause what's the 
good of a library if we're not free to 
use it when we so desire? 

I can picture it now- no more cut-
ting classes when we're sleepy in the 
morning or would rather lay in the 
sun on warm afternoons. We'd prob-
ably have role taken in class, and 
have to get tardy slips in the office 
if w e were late. What a knot that 
would be! Think of all the gray hairs 
we'd give Mrs. Jarman! 

We'd probably have to be orderly in 
the halls and eliminate our games of 
catch and "Who Can Leap Out of 
The Window Farthest." 

But, then, why :speculate on the al-
ternate in the fantastic - be more 
practical to wonder ,what the next 
verdict of the Kangaroo Court will 
be. 

Joke (7) 
As the fire-fl.y who backed i,nto the 

fan said, "I'm delighted, no~end!" 
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