WESTERN
MICHIGAN

UNIVERSITY The Laureate

Volume 12 Article 10

July 2014

The Solstice (on self-mutilation)

Garret Wenger
Western Michigan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/laureate

b Part of the Poetry Commons

Recommended Citation
Wenger, Garret (2014) "The Solstice (on self-mutilation) ," The Laureate: Vol. 12, Article 10.
Available at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/laureate/vol12/iss1/10

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by
the Lee Honors College at ScholarWorks at WMU. It has
been accepted for inclusion in The Laureate by an
authorized editor of ScholarWorks at WMU. For more
information, please contact wmu-
scholarworks@wmich.edu.

WESTERN
MICHIGAN

UNIVERSITY



http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/laureate
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/laureate/vol12
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/laureate/vol12/iss1/10
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/laureate?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Flaureate%2Fvol12%2Fiss1%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Flaureate%2Fvol12%2Fiss1%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/laureate/vol12/iss1/10?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Flaureate%2Fvol12%2Fiss1%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:wmu-scholarworks@wmich.edu
mailto:wmu-scholarworks@wmich.edu
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/

The Solstice (on self-mutilation)

Your shame was still warm

when | found you,

steam still rising from between
your flayed breasts proudly,

like a decoration of war:

A badge of lace and bone

and from behind it you stared

that same membrane stare
radiating from your China-cup eyes
spackled with tea leaves—
decoding no futures,
spider-legging only.

The present, the tragedy,

this mid-winter filth

of the mildew lining the shoulders
of roads.

From your crumpled wings,

your river teeth begged me

to understand your muted truth—
collected and shivering,

to understand that

this is the sound that snow makes.

Garret Wenger
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