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o 
READING: 

THE CONFERENCES 

Jeanne M. Jacobson 

Educ.ating the Imagination 

National Council of Teachers of English, 
80th Annual Convention, November, 1990 

Many of the presentations at the annual convention of 
the National Council of Teachers of English, held in Atlanta 
in November, str'9ssed the theme of teachers educating 
themselves, and one another, through reflective practice, 
shared theory - and ongoing exercise of perceptive imagi­
nation. Our own rninds need cultivation; our own practices 
need change; our own professional lives need to grow. 

Regie Routnlan, author of Transitions, and the forth­
coming book Invitations, described her own process of 
professional devE~lopment in her introduction to a session 
titled, "Firing the imagination: Using literature to support 
teacher change." Preceding other participants who spoke of 
children's literature as a vehicle for teacher change, 
Routman discussed the ways professional literature has 
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affected her own growth as a teacher and writer. Reviewing 
a list of recommended books, she pointed out the changes 
that have occurred in the views of scholars in the field of 
education as they have created new ways of teaching, and 
then observed and modified their own practices. 

It has been most of all the professional 
literature that has created change in our teaching . 
.. .It is the professional literature that has enabled 
me to look at the ways I teach and say, "Aha! That's 
why it's working." 

Regie Routman, speaking at the NCTE conference 
November 17, 1990 

Susan Hepler, addressing the same session, showed 
that children's literature itself, through the power of ideas 
and the beauty of language, constitutes a powerful change 
agent in teachers' lives. (The bibliography she provided is 
shared on pages 170 and 171 of this issue.) She also of­
fered suggestions for engaging parents in learning about 
the best current theory and practice. Parents want to learn 
about what their children are doing, and why, yet teachers 
often lament that opportunities for communication with par­
ents are difficult to arrange. Hepler advises using displays of 
students' work as occasions for informing parents about 
current educational theory and practice. When students' 
work is displayed, she advised, teachers should include a 
statement describing the activity and the rationale for it. "I 
see so many inert displays," she commented. "Displays that 
are explained give parents an understanding of the theory 
behind the instruction given. When we really educate par­
ents about what we are doing, they really understand." 

The next annual convention of the National Council of Teachers of English 
will be held in Seattle Washington on November 22-27, 1991. For further 
information about the convention, write to National Council of Teachers of 
English, 1111 Kenyon Road, Urbana Illinois, 61801 . 
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FIRING THE IIMAGINATION: LITERATURE WHICH 
SUPPORTS CHANGING TEACHER PRACTICE 

Bibliography prepared by Susan Hepler, November 1990, NCTE 

1. Beyond traditional follktales 
Ahlberg, Janet and Allan. THE JOLLY POSTMAN OR OTHER PEOPLE'S 

LETTERS. Little Brown, 1986. 
Briggs, Raymond. JIM AND THE BEANSTALK. Coward, 1970. 
Calmenson, Stephanie. THE PRINCIPAL'S NEW CLOTHES, illustrated by 

Denise Brunkus. Scholastic Hardcover, 1989. 
Cole, Babette. PRINCE CINDERS. G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1987. 
Marshall, James. GOLDILOCKS AND THE THREE BEARS, 1988; RED 

RIDING HOOD, 198i'; THE THREE L1TILE PIGS, 1989. All Dial. 
Myers, Bernice. SIDNEY RELLA AND THE GLASS SNEAKER. Macmillan, 

1985. 
Perrault, Charles. CINDERELLA, illustrated by Roberto Innocenti. Creative 

Education, 1983. 
Pomerantz, Charlotte. V"HIFF, SNIFF, NIBBLE AND CHEW: THE 

GINGERBREAD BOY RETOLD, illustrated by Monica Incisa. Greenwillow, 
1984. 

Ross, Tony. JACK AND THE BEANSTALK, 1980; PUSS IN BOOTS; THE 
STORY OF A SNEAKY CAT, 1981. Both Delacorte. STONE SOUP. Dial, 
1987. THREE L1TTL.E PIGS. Pantheon, 1984. 

Scieska, Jon. THE TRUE STORY OF THE 3 LITTLE PIGS AS TOLD BY A. 
WOLF, illustrated by Lane Smith. Viking, 1988. 

Turkle, Brinton. DEEP IN THE FOREST. Dutton, 1976. (the 3 bears) 
Yolen, Jane. SLEEPING UGLY, illustrated by Diane Stanley. Coward­

McCann,1981. 
Reference: "Fooling with Folktales: Updates, Spin-offfs, and Roundups" by 

Susan Hepler. School Library Journal, 36, March 1990, 153-154. 

2. Grouping for Comparisons 
a. Variations on Hanging In There 
Hunter, Mollie. THE HAUNTED MOUNTAIN, illustrated by Laszlo Kubinyi. 

Harper, 1972. 
James, Betsy. THE RED CLOAK. Chronicle, 1989. 
Jeffers, Susan. WILD FlOBIN. Dutton, 1976. 
Yolen, Jane. TAM LIN, illustrated by Charles Mikolaycak. Harcourt Brace 

Jovanovich, 1990. 
b. Tracking Down CindHrella 
Climo, Shirley. THE EGYPTIAN CINDERELLA, illustrated by Ruth Heller. 

Crowell, 1989. 
Hooks, William H. MOSS GOWN, illustrated by Donald Carrick. Clarion, 1987. 
Huck, Charlotte. PRINCESS FURBALL, illustrated by Anita Lobel. 

Greenwillow, 1988. 
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Jacobs, Joseph. TATTERCOATS, illustrated by Margot Tomes. G. P. 
Putnam's Sons, 1989. 

Louie, Ai-Ling. YEH-SHEN: A CINDERELLA STORY FROM CHINA, illustrated 
by Ed Young. Philomel, 1982. 

Reference: Focus on Literature: A Context for Literacy Learning by Joy F. 
Moss. Richard C. Owen, 1990. 

3. Writing Connections 
Hoberman, Mary Ann. A HOUSE IS A HOUSE FOR ME, illustrated by Betty 

Fraser. Harper & Row, 1978. 
Lobel, Arnold. THE BOOK OF PIGERICKS, 1983; FABLES, 1980. Both 

Harper. 
Maris, Ron. MY BOOK. Viking Penguin, 1983. 
Van Allsburg, Chris. THE MYSTERIES OF HARRIS BURDICK. Houghton 

Mifflin, 1984. 
Wood, Audrey and Don. THE NAPPING HOUSE, 1984; HECKEDY PEG, 

1987. Both Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. 

4. Calling Attention to Words 
Fleischman, Sid. THE MIDNIGHT HORSE, illustrated by Peter Sis, 1990; THE 

WHIPPING BOY, 1986. Both Greenwillow. 
Juster, Norton. A SURFEIT OF SIMILES, illustrated by David Small. William 

Morrow, 1989. 
Thayer, Jane. TRY YOUR HAND, illustrated by Joel Schick. William Morrow, 

1980. 
Worth, Valerie. ALL THE SMALL POEMS, illustrated by Natalie Babbitt. Farrar 

Straus Giroux, 1989. 

5. Convincing the Hard Core Resisters 
Babbitt, Natalie. TUCK EVERLASTING. Farrar Straus Giroux, 1985. 
Byars, Betsy. THE PINBALLS. Harper 1977; THE BURNING QUESTiON OF 

BINGO BROWN. Viking, 1988. 
Gordon, Sheila. THE MIDDLE OF SOMEWHERE: A STORY OF SOUTH 

AFRICA. Orchard, 1990. 
Lowry, Lois. NUMBER THE STARS. Houghton Mifflin, 1989. 
Merriam, Eve. JAMBOREE: RHYMES FOR ALL TIMES, illustrated by Walter 

Gaffney-Kessell. Dell, 1984. 
Naidoo, Beverly. JOURNEY TO JO'BURG, illustrated by Eric Velasquez. 

Harper, 1986. 
Williams, Karen Lynn. GALIMOTO, illustrated by Katherine Stock. 

Greenwillow, 1989. 

6. On the Non-linear and Capricious But Worthwhile Nature of Change 
Bateson, Mary Catherine. COMPOSING A LIFE. Atlantic Monthly Press, 1989. 

(Plume Paperback). 
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