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About Ben
VINH LE

time doesn’t slow down everyone is always talking about 
the stretch and
pull of tragedy the endless fractured moments weaving 
in between one
another taffy or honey or blood but she was reading a 
book in the backseat
when the car rolled three times and i can tell you that 
time did not slow
itself for her it did not cradle her within repeating 
seconds it could not
spare her such mercy—

eight years old paintbrush clutched in pudgy fingers and 
my mother sits
me down at the table teaches me how to create a color 
wheel primary
secondary tertiary says these are our colors this is 
how we bleed—

drive past my childhood home and wonder what they’ve 
done with the
sandbox in the backyard crowded with weeds and stray 
garden mulch
how they’ve redecorated the studio in the basement i 
remember being
three and elbow deep in oil paint and the smell of 
turpentine this isn’t my
home anymore my home is populated now by different 
photographs and

HANA HOLMGREN

me and the other types of bomb shelters
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