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you cut your hair in the bathroom sink 
because Dysphoria said so, 
because your mother said 
“Don’t cut your hair shorter, 
You’ll look like a lesbian.” 
and you’ve liked girls before, but 
you never really thought of yourself as 
a girl who likes girls.
and what the hell is gender anyway? 
it’s not pink or blue, 
long hair or short hair, 
makeup or no makeup 
it’s not a Cosmo quiz you fill out 
“Are You a Boy or a Girl?” 
because you’re not as simple as 
Mostly B’s and C’s or as Boy or Girl. 
you are not a girl. 
you’re something else, 
something different but alike 
because when people look at you 
they see skirts and makeup and pink — 
girl skirts and girl makeup and girl pink. 
you are not a girl. 
you’re kinetic energy, 
the first spark to a flame 
that reaches through the night 
touches my tired eyes and brings me warmth. 
you are not a girl. you are a star, 
not a star in the night sky, 
because the stars we see are dead and you are 
so alive, you are waiting to be seen and felt 
and understood: a newborn star, 
brighter and warmer than the sun. 
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