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".ry Oettinger

CHOCOLATE

An e.penaive bar of d.rk chocolate
With rai.ins and nuta,
Ita •••• t bitterneaa,
O.rk and rich.
And 1 do not kno. Whether 1 like i, Dr not.

It i. 50 bitter.
Like loaing a love th.t 1 never owned,
But w.nted desperately.
Like the latent bitchiness that sometimes appears in me
And lashes out at my friends
And .y ene",ies-
"Get the hell out of .y life,
You're a jerk!-
"I don't give a da.n What you do,
Just give .e .y f---ing book!"

But the nuts, the •• at,
The food for .y heart and spiri~-
Poe •• and novels,
Plays, au.ic, conver5atioh.

And the raiains-sweet,
The jay of .riting, of playing, of e.ting and drinking,
The pure fun of joking with friends-
"This .ill .11 go str.ight to lilythighs."
·Yeah, there or the old donkey."
"We won't .ention Where else!.
And "How was the brunch?"
·'Gre.t, we rolled home!"

And the richness of the chocolate itself,
Love, family, friend-
People.

Oark, rich, .nd bitter-aweet.
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