
Western Michigan University Western Michigan University 

ScholarWorks at WMU ScholarWorks at WMU 

Master's Theses Graduate College 

8-1985 

Third Century Urbanization in Northern Britain Third Century Urbanization in Northern Britain 

Brent L. Coates 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses 

 Part of the History Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Coates, Brent L., "Third Century Urbanization in Northern Britain" (1985). Master's Theses. 1375. 
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses/1375 

This Masters Thesis-Open Access is brought to you for 
free and open access by the Graduate College at 
ScholarWorks at WMU. It has been accepted for inclusion 
in Master's Theses by an authorized administrator of 
ScholarWorks at WMU. For more information, please 
contact wmu-scholarworks@wmich.edu. 

http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/grad
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fmasters_theses%2F1375&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/489?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fmasters_theses%2F1375&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses/1375?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fmasters_theses%2F1375&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:wmu-scholarworks@wmich.edu
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/


THIRD CENTURY
URBANIZATION IN NORTHERN BRITAIN

by

Brent L. Coates

A Thesis  
Submitted to  the 

F acu l ty  o f  The Graduate College 
in  p a r t i a l  f u l f i l l m e n t  of  the 

requi rements  fo r  the 
Degree o f  Master o f  Arts 

Department of  H is to ry

Western Michigan U n ive r s i ty  
Kalamazoo, Michigan 

August 1985

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



THIRD-CENTURY URBANIZATION IN NORTHERN BRITAIN

Brent L. Coates ,  M.A.

Western Michigan U n iv e r s i t y ,  1985

The t h i r d  c e n t u r y  A.D. marked a p e r i o d  o f  growth  on Roman 

u r b a n i z a t i o n  in  n o r t h e r n  B r i t a i n ,  while in the r e s t  o f  the empire 

towns and c i t i e s  were  b e i n g  abandoned .  A lthough  t h i s  growth  o f  

urban cen te r s  brought peace and p r o s p e r i t y  to  a once t roub led  area ,  

the re  i s  no w r i t t e n  r e c o rd  t h a t  documents  t h i s  s u c c e s s .  A n c ien t  

a u t h o r s  c o n s i d e r e d  B r i t a i n  a r e b e l l i o u s  p r o v i n c e  and u n s a f e  to 

v i s i t ,  thus l i m i t i n g  th e  i n f o r m a t i o n  th e y  r e c o r d e d .  The second 

c e n t u r y  p r o v i d e s  s u f f i c i e n t  w r i t t e n  i n f o r m a t i o n  to  d e s c r ib e  the 

g rowing change  o f  t h e  n o r t h  from a m i l i t a r y  p r o v i n c e ,  b u t  th e  

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  d a t e d  t o  t h e  t h i r d  century  cen tury  i s  

needed to  de s c r ib e  the u r b a n i z a t i o n  and s t a b i l i t y  t h a t  deve loped  

throughout the no r th .

The t h i r d - c e n t u r y  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d  s t i l l  c o n t a i n s  many 

cavea ts ,  but in  n o r th e rn  B r i t a i n  most of the p e r i o d  i s  s t i l l  v o i d .  

Focusing on York as the cen te r  of  Roman achievement,  t h i s  paper w i l l  

combine the second-cen tury  h i s t o r i e s  w i th  th e  t h i r d - c e n t u r y  a r c h ­

a e o l o g i c a l  r e m a in s  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  r a d i a t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  and urban 

accomplishments in the  no r the rn  province  of  B r i t a n n ia  I n f e r i o r .
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

The t h i r d  century  A.D. i s  d e s c r i b e d  a r c h a e l o g i c a l l y  and h i s ­

t o r i c a l l y  as a period o f  c r i s e s  and d e c l in e  for  the Roman Empire. In 

regard to  the province of  B r i t a i n ,  however, e s p e c i a l l y  th e  n o r t h e r n  

a r e a  from York to  H a d r i a n ' s  W a l l ,  i t  was a t ime o f  peace  and 

p r o s p e r i t y .  Throughout the  c en tu ry ,  w h i l e  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  Empire 

b a t t l e d  a g a i n s t  b a r b a r i c  i n v a d e r s ,  debased  co inage,  and numerous 

im per ia l  u su rpe rs ,  B r i t a i n  lay beyond the chaos and developed  as an 

i n d e p e n d e n t  and s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  p a i r  o f  p r o v i n c e s .  I n  th e  l a s t  

decade of  the second cen tu ry ,  the i s l a n d ' s  th re e  le g ions  had proved  

under  t h e  g o v e rn o r ,  C lo d i u s  A lb inus ,  to serve as a t h r e a t  to Rome 

and the  l a t e s t  usu rper ,  Septimius Severus,who,  upon h i s  v i c t o r y  a t  

Luqdunum (Lyons)  in  A .D . 193,  s o u g h t  to  p u n i s h  th e  r e g i o n  which 

s e r v e d  as  the ba s i s  o f  A lb inus '  s t r e n g t h .  The wealth  of  the i s l a n d ,  

m i l i t a r y  and economic ,  was d iv ided  in to  the provinces  o f  B r i t an n ia  

S u p e r i o r  i n  th e  s o u t h ,  and B r i t a n n i a  I n f e r i o r  i n  the n o r th .  This 

a c t i o n ,  combined w i t h  c u t s  i n  c o n t i n e n t a l  t r a d e ,  was supposed to 

weaken B r i t a i n ,  b u t  o n ly  s e r v e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  the  

p r o v i n c e s  by f o r c i n g  i n c r e a s e d  p roduc t ion  of  l o c a l  p roduc ts .  Br i­

t a n n i a  S u p e r io r  cont inued to  add to  i t s  a l ready  prosperous  economy, 

while  B r i t a n n ia  I n f e r i o r , fo r  the f i r s t  t ime,  had the oppo r tu n i ty  to

1
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d e v e lo p  beyond th e  l e v e l  o f  a m i l i t a r y  f r o n t i e r .  A l th o u g h  the  

m i l i t a r y  served as the source fo r  growth in  the  n o r t h  t h e  n o r t h e r n  

p r o v i n c e  d id  g a i n  c i v i l i a n  a t t r i b u t e s .  The c o l o n i a  of  Eboracum 

(York)  s e r v e d  as t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l  and as  th e  m a jo r  urban  

ce n te r  no r th  of  the Humber R i v e r .  A growing c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  

caused  towns to  s p r e a d  throughout the  nor th  and added s t a b i l i t y  to 

the l i v e s  of  the s o l d i e r s  whi le  an i n c r e a s e  in  t r a d e  and i n d u s t r y  

gave B r i t a i n  a sound economy j u s t  when on the co n t in e n t  money was 

being r ep laced  with  b a r t e r .  Rural  l i v i n g ,  moreover,  developed  in  a 

manner t h a t  d id  no t  pose a t h r e a t  to  th e  towns as i t  did on the 

co n t in e n t .  Such Roraanization began i n  ea rne s t  i n  t h e  n o r t h  d u r in g  

th e  Sever  an Age a t  t h e  b e g i n n in g  o f  the t h i r d  cen tu ry .  I t  was at  

t h a t  t ime t h a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  l i m e s , or boundary, was f i rm ly  e s t a b ­

l i s h e d  a l o n g  H a d r i a n ' s  W a l l ,  w i t h  no f u t u r e  em peror  h a v i n g  the 

d e s i r e ,  l e t  alone the t ime,  to  use no r th e rn  B r i t a i n  and the  f r o n t i e r  

as a way to  improve h i s  and Rome's g lo ry  as had been the norm in the 

previous cen tu ry .  Change had given way to s t a b i l i t y .

S e p t i m i u s  S e v e r u s '  p o l i c y  was to keep the s o l d i e r s  happy and 

ignore the  o th e r s .  Although p a c i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i v e s  n o r t h  o f  

the im per ia l  boundary helped to  draw c i v i l i a n s  f u r t h e r  n o r th ,  i t  was 

the f a v o r i t i s m  shown towards the  army by the Sever i  t h a t  caused  th e  

u rban  e x p a n s i o n  o f  B r i t a n n i a  I n f e r i o r . This i s  a t t e s t e d  to by the 

c o m b in a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  provided in the second 

century  by an c ien t  au thors  and the a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  o f  the  

t h i r d  c e n t u r y  t h a t  has  o n ly  r e c e n t l y  come to  l i g h t .  N o r th e rn
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B r i t a i n ' s  r i s e  t o  p r o s p e r i t y  in  the l a t t e r  per iod did  not rece ive  

the a t t e n t i o n  th a t  the m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  did e a r l i e r .

The s i x t h - c e n t u r y  B r i t i s h  h i s t o r i a n ,  G i ldas ,  descr ibed  B r i t a i n  

a s  " . . .  u n g r a t e f u l l y  r e b e l l i n g ,  s t i f f - n e c k e d ,  and haughty,"* which 

a p p ro p r i a t e l y  de sc r ibe s  the  B r i t o n s '  a t t i t u d e  to w ard s  Rome in  t h e  

second c e n t u r y .  I t  was no t  so much oppos i t ion  to  the  Roman p res ­

ence,  b u t ,  as o t h e r  a n c i e n t  a u t h o r s  r e v e a l ,  a d e s i r e  to  p la y  an 

a c t iv e  r o l e  in  the empire.  Through archaeology i t  has been revea led  

t h a t  no r th e rn  B r i t a i n  became more r e c e p t iv e  to the  Romans and t h e i r  

way o f  l i f e .  The Severan po l i cy  e s t a b l i s h e d  a cen tu ry  o f  peace as 

seen in  the t h i r d - c e n t u r y  a r c h a eo lo g ic a l  evidence,  which a l s o  shows 

n a t i v e  a c c e p t a n c e  w i th  the expansion of  Romanized towns throughout 

the n o r th .

1 Gildas  Sapiens De Excido e t  Conquestu B r i t a n n ia e  4 .1 .
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CHAPTER I I

NORTHERN BRITAIN: A SECOND-CENTURY MILITARY ZONE

The second cen tury  was a t u r b u l e n t  p e r i o d  f o r  t h e  n o r t h ,  one 

which  c r e a t e d  changes  w i th  each  em peror th a t  came to  the throne.  

Unlike the o the r  p rov inces ,  B r i t a i n ' s  r o l e  in t h e  Roman Empire was 

n e v e r  d e f i n e d .  B r i t a i n  d id  n o t  s e r v e  as a b r i d g e  to p rev ious ly  

acqui red  lands,  nor as a b u f f e r  between Rome and a p o w e r f u l  enemy; 

B r i t a i n  l a y  o u t s i d e  th e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  w or ld  w i t h  no t r e a s u r e  or  

t h r e a t  w i th in  to  cause an emperor worry. Ancient  Greece d i s c o v e r e d  

t h a t  t h e  d i s t a n t  land had a source o f  t i n  as e a r l y  as 350 B.C., but 

t h e r e  i s  no m e n t io n  o f  e x p l o i t i n g  t h e  sou rce .^  Not u n t i l  J u l i u s  

Caesar did B r i t a i n  o f f i c i a l l y  become a pa r t  of  t h e  known w o r ld ,  a t  

which  t im e  Rome began  us ing  the  i s l a n d  not as a p rov ince ,  but as a 

toy fo r  the Roman r u l e r s .

C a e s a r  n e v e r  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  h i s  r e a s o n s  f o r  g o in g  to the 

i s l a n d ;  Druid a id  from B r i t a i n  t o  Gaul  c a n n o t  be t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y  

s ince  the Druids o f  B r i t a i n  l ived  f a r t h e r  west than Caesar advanced. 

I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  Caesar  saw t h i s  fo re ign  land  as  h i s  o n ly  means 

t o  compete  w i t h  Pompey 's  v i c t o r i e s  in  t h e  E a s t .  As q u i c k l y  as 

Caesar had gone to  B r i t a i n ,  he abandoned i t  with no f u r t h e r  m en t ion  

o f  r e t u r n i n g .  I f  Rome g a in e d  a n y t h i n g  from t h i s ,  i t  was a new

1 Herodotus 3 .15.

4 ■
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s o u r c e  o f  g r a i n  f o r  Roman troops  in  Gaul. The f i r s t  cen tury  w r i t e r

Lucan was th e  f i r s t  to  q u e s t i o n  C a e s a r ' s  m o t iv e s  and a s k  what
2purpose the  i s l a n d  could p o ss ib ly  serve in  the Empire.

During the  r e ig n  of Claud ius ,  B r i t a i n  began to  serve th e  needs  

o f  th e  em pero rs  and c o n t i n u e d  from then on. Claudius had come to 

the th rone with no m i l i t a r y  v i c t o r y  and saw t h e  c o n q u e s t  o f  a new 

p r o v in c e  as t h e  b e s t  way to  g a i n  t h e  t i t l e  imperator  o f f i c i a l l y ,  

B r i t a i n  was t h e  o n l y  p l a c e  a v a i l a b l e .  Hadrian used the i s l a n d  to

s a t i s f y  h i s  a r t i s t i c  d e s i r e s  by having an a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  e l a b o r a t e

. 3b a r r i e r  b u i l t :  a s e v e n ty - th r e e  mile b a r r i e r  t h a t  proved c o s t l y  and

d id  n o t h i n g  more t h a n  " se p a ra te  b a rb a r i an s  and Romans."^ Following

the precedent  e s t a b l i s h e d  by C l a u d i u s ,  A n ton inus  P iu s  sough t  to

e s t a b l i s h  h i m s e l f  f i r m l y  as H a d r i a n ' s  h e i r  by i n c r e a s i n g  Rome's

hold ing.  What should have been n o r the rn  B r i t a i n ' s  f i r s t  p e r i o d  o f

peace turned i t  i n t o  a war zone from the Pennines to  the newly b u i l t

t u r f  w a l l  o f  A n to n in u s .  Marcus A u r e l i u s  had  no d e s i r e  f o r  the

i s la n d  province  but sought to defend h i s  adopt ive f a t h e r ' s  dec i s ion ;

the Antonine Wall was abandoned dur ing h i s  r e i g n  b u t  n o t  w i t h o u t  a

g rea t  dea l  of  v io l e n c e  throughout the nor th .

Mat te rs  changed when Septimius Severus brought h i s  sons to  t h e

i s l a n d  t o  t e a c h  them how to g overn  t h e  em pire  and t r a i n  them in

2 Lucan Bellum C i v i l e  2.572,  4.134.
3 David J .  B r e e z e ,  The N o r th e r n  F r o n t i e r s  o f  Roman B r i t a i n  (New 

York: S t .  M a r t i n ' s  P r e s s ,  1982), p. 88.
^ L iv e s  o f  the  L a te r  C aesa rs , t r a n s .  Anthony B i r l e y ,  Hadrian 12.1, 

p.  69.
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m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s ;  Severus.'  i n t e n t i o n s  were persona l ,  but served to 

improve cond i t ions  in  B r i t a i n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  the  n o r t h .  I n  a l l  c a s e s  

Rome had l i t t l e  o r  n o t h i n g  to  g a i n ;  however,  the re  the  emperor 's  

a c t io n s  were sa fe  from cha l lenge .  P a r t  of  the charm o f  B r i t a i n  was 

i t s  d i s t a n c e  from Rome which kept  i t  shrouded in  mystery.  M i l i t a ry  

ac t io n s  were repo r ted  as v io l e n t  in  t h i s  troublesonme p r o v i n c e ;  the  

Boudiccan r e b e l l i o n  o f  A.D.60/61 seemed s u f f i c i e n t  evidence for  th i s  

and kept  h i s t o r i c a l  w r i t e r s  from w a n t in g  t o  go t o  B r i t a i n .  They 

p r e f e r r e d  to w r i t e  from a sa fe  d i s t a n c e ,  o f ten  in te rv iew ing  second- 

and th i rd -h an d  sources  for  in form ation .  The people heard  on ly  what 

the emperor wanted them to hea r .

Although in form at ion  about B r i t a i n  was l im i ted  in Rome, i t s  use 

was n o t .  The f r o n t i e r  of n o r th e rn  B r i t a i n  was in  a pe r iod  o f  f l u x ,  

bu t  no t  as  a r e s u l t  o f  v i o l e n t  a t t a c k s .  P e r s o n a l  g lo ry  fo r  the 

emperor was p a r t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  b u t  more i m p o r t a n t l y  i t  became a 

m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  ground fo r  advancing Roman commanders. Th is ,  more 

than anyth ing  e l s e ,  could be looked upon as B r i t a i n ' s  r o l e  in  the  

Empire .  The s e c o n d - c e n t u r y  m i l i t a r y  governors o f  B r i t a i n  show the 

province as p a r t  o f  a cursus honorum beginning in Germania I n f e r i o r , 

than B r i t a n n i a , and with  Syr ia  as the peak.** Such governors as Aulus 

P l a t o r i u s  Nepos ( 1 2 2 - C . 1 2 5 ) ,  the b u i l d e r  o f  H adr ian ' s  Wall,  Quintus 

L o l l iu s  Urbicus (13 8 /1 3 9 -c .144), who undertook the Antonine advance 

i n t o  S c o t l a n d  and b u i l t  t h e  new W a l l ,  Gnaeuss J u l i u s  Verus (by

5 D io ' s  Roman H is to ry  77 .11 .1 -2 .
6 S heppard  F re r e ,  B r i t a n n ia  (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul  Ltd,  

1973), p. 192.
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1 5 8 ) ,^  p o s s i b l y  t h e  g o v e rn o r  who s e t t l e d  the B r ig a n t ian  d ispu te
8mentioned by Pausanias  a t  t h i s  t ime,  and Quintus A n t i s t i u s  Adventus

( in  the per iod  169-180) who r e s e t t l e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  S a r m a t i a n  ca v -

9 . . .a i r y ,  t a k e n  by Marcus A u r e l i u s  dur ing  the Danube Wars, m  nor th ­

w e s t e r n  B r i t a i n ,  a l l  came t o  B r i t a i n  v i a  Germania I n f e r i o r  pre­

pa r ing  for  promotion to  the h ighe r  command in  S y r ia .  T he i r  m i l i t a r y  

ca r e e r s  were p o s s ib ly  in f luenced  by t h e i r  fo rerunner  A gr ico la ,  *** with 

g rand  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  f o l l o w i n g  i n  a l i n e  s i m i l a r  t o  V e s p a s i a n .  

A lthough  V e s p a s i a n  d i d  not  s e r v e  as a governor o f  B r i t a i n ,  i t  was 

the  m i l i t a r y  exper ience  t h a t  he acqui red  th e re  t h a t  promoted him in  

S y r ia  and l a t e r  prov ided  suppor t  in h i s  campaigns to  become emperor. 

The b u i l d i n g  o f  H a d r i a n ' s  W al l ,  w i t h  i t s  numerous f o r t s  t h a t  

provided permanent food and s h e l t e r ,  made i t  e a s i e r  fo r  the m i l i t a r y  

t o  move th e  l e g i o n s  to  an a r e a  f o r  t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e s . * *  During 

Hadr ian ' s  tou r  o f  the empire he showed a g re a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  g e t t i n g  

the m i l i t a r y  whipped in to  shape; i t  i s  s a id  t h a t  the  Emperor h im se lf  

demonstrated what he expected  from th e  s o l d i e r s  and c o u ld  be seen

w ork ing  w i th  them i n d i v i d u a l l y .  I n  B r i t a i n  he i s  sa id  to  have " se t

12 .r i g h t  many t h i n g s , "  which  no d o u b t  cou ld  mean t h e  army. Con-

7 S i r  George Cla rk ,  gen. e d . ,  The Oxford H is to ry  of  England 16 vo ls .  
(O xfo rd :  The C la rendon  P re s s ,  1981) Vol 1A: Roman B r i t a i n , by
P e te r  Salway, p. 200.

® P a u s a n ia s ,Graeciae  D e s c r ip t io  8 .63 .
9 Dio 62.16.

T a c i tu s ,  A gr ico la  40.
David J .  B reez e  and B r i a n  Dobson,  H a d r i a n ' s  Wall  (Middlesex,  
England: A l len  Lane,  1976; r e p r i n t  e d . ,  Bungay, England: Richard
Clay (The Chaucer P re s s )  L t d . ,  1978), p. 109.

12 Lives of  the L a te r  Caesars Hadrian 10.3,  p. 68.
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s t r u c t i o n  and g a r r i s o n i n g  o f  H a d r i a n ' s  Wall i n v o l v e d  a l l  t h r e e

13 . . .l e g i o n s ,  as  i n s c r i p t i o n s  c l e a r l y  show; providing e x e rc i s e  and an

a r e a  f o r  t r a i n i n g ,  n o r t h  o f  t h e  W al l ,  i n  rough  t e r r a i n  w h i l e

checking on n a t iv e  s e t t l e m e n t s .

W i thou t  t h e  W a l l ,  B r i t a i n  l a c k e d  s t a b i l i t y .  As an i s land ,

B r i t a i n ' s  only boundary was the sur rounding s e a ,  bu t  how im p o r t a n t

was t o t a l  c o n q u e s t ?  In  A .D .71 t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  Q u in tu s  P e t i l l i u s

C e r i a l i s ,  showed t h a t  the whole o f  the B r igan t ian  land in  Y o r k s h i r e

needed to  be c o n t r o l l e d  by Rome b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  Cart imanduan and

Venutian C iv i l  War. However, n e i t h e r  he nor h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  S e x t i u s

J u l i u s  F r o n t i n u s ,  cons idered  i t  necessary  to go any f u r t h e r  nor th .

T o t a l  c o n q u e s t  was th o u g h t  o f  o n ly  by Gnaeus J u l i u s  A g r i c o l a

( 7 8 - 8 4 ) .  A g r i c o l a  had p a c i f i e d  the Br i tons  by removing the g ra in
14 .t a x  from p r o f i t e e r s  and f e l t  t h a t  the remainder of  the i s l a n d  could

e a s i l y  be c o n q u e r e d . ^  A s t r i n g  o f  f o r t s  along the e a s t  coas t  of

Scotland shows h i s  intended purpose;  yet  Agrico la  was unable to move

i n t o  th e  H ig h la n d  r e g i o n  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  Although A gr ico la  g r e a t ly

fu r th e re d  the Romanizat ion of  B r i t a i n ,  the emperor Domitian r e c a l l e d

him b e f o r e  h i s  co n q u e s t  was completed.  Tac i tus  claims h i s  f a th e r -

in-law was wronged by the emperor Domitian, who was jealous of

A g r i c o l a ' s  s u c c e s s  and l e t  t h e  Roman l i n e  f a l l  back to  the south:

" P e rd o m i t a  B r i t a n n i a  e t  s t a t i o n  o m i s s a ,  B r i t a i n  was c o m p le t e ly

Breeze and Dobson, H adr ian 's  W al l , pp. 64-70; The Roman I n s c r i p ­
t i o n s  of  B r i t a i n  ( R . I . B . ) ,  V o l . l . ,  i n s c r i p t i o n  no. 1762, 1358, 1319. 

1^ Tac i tus  Agr ico la  19.
15 I b i d . ,  20-25.
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conquered and immediately l e t  g o . " ^  There are  many assumptions as to 

why t h i s  happened,  none o f  which s u p p o r t  T a c i t u s .  A s h o r t a g e  o f  

t r o o p s  to  h o l d  t h e  a r e a  i s  the  most l i k e l y .  In any case peacefu l  

r e l a t i o n s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  and t h a t  was enough.  S c o t l a n d  o f f e r e d  

l i t t l e  to  Rome, the  rough t e r r a i n  and c l imate  he ld  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t ,  

and thus H ad r ian ' s  l i n e  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  l a n d  u s a b l e  by 

Rome.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  n o r t h e r n  B r i t a i n  was n o t  to  be a l l o w e d  th e  

chance to  grow along c i v i l i a n  l i n e s  as e a s i l y  as t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  

o f  the p rovince .  The Hadrianic per iod  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  some such 

growth did begin in a reas  south of  York and n o r t h  o f  L i n c o l n ,  bu t  

t h i s  was l i m i t e d  when once a g a i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  under o rders  from 

Antoninus P iu s ,  moved i n t o  S c o t l a n d .  Where t h e r e  was a m i l i t a r y  

u n i t ,  t h e re  was a town, for  the s o l d i e r s  provided a s teady  source of 

income th a t  permi t ted  growth. With th e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  A n ton ine  

Wall in  1 4 1 /1 4 2 ,  t h e  popula t ion  south o f  H ad r ian ' s  Wall was pull ed  

nor th  to be c l o s e r  to the money source.

A n to n in u s  P ius  had brought o rde r  to the empire; Upper Germany, 

R a e t i a , Dacia and Mauretania had a l l  chal lenged Rome. Each marked a 

success fo r  P iu s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Germany where he advanced the F r o n t i e r ,  

but none of  them was s u f f i c i e n t  fo r  him b eca u se  he had on ly  ta k e n  

what  was Rome's  t o  beg in  with.  M i l i t a r y  p r e s t i g e  was important  to 

an emperor, as Tac itus  d e s c r i b e d  i n  r e g a r d  to  C l a u d i u s ,  who, one 

hundred  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  had become emperor  only by chance,  as did

16 I b i d . ,  38.
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A nton inus  P i u s .  Both r e q u i r e d  a m i l i t a r y  v i c t o r y  of  g r e a t  pro­

p o r t i o n  to  ga in  im per ia l  p r e s t i g e .  Breeze,  an a u t h o r i t y  on nor thern  

B r i t a i n ,  a c c e p t s  such  a c l a im  and adds t h a t  i t  was t h e  s a f e s t  

choice.

Any m i l i t a r y  e x p ed i t io n  th e re  could be l im i ted  by 
geography and a l s o  no doubt p resen ted  as a rec lamat ion  
o f  former p r o v i n c i a l  t e r r i t o r y .  At the same time i t  was 
so f a r  away t h a t  the s u cces s fu l  genera l  y^uld not  be in 
a p o s i t i o n  to  ge t  too ambit ious h im se l f .

Through L o l l iu s  Urbicus,  the  im p e r ia l  l e g a t e ,  P iu s  " co n q u e red  th e  

18B r i t a i n s "  and b u i l t  the wal l  o f  t u r f  and clay  between the For th  and 

Clyde.

Of c o u r s e  no em peror  would give such a reason p u b l i c ly .  Here 

again h i s t o r i a n s  can only  assume what  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and m i l i t a r y  

m o t iv e s  w e re .  P o l i t i c a l l y ,  P i u s  assumed th a t  the l e g io  VI s t a ­

t i o n e d  a t  York and along H adr ian ' s  Wall had p a c i f i e d  a l l  r e s i s t a n c e  

in between and t h a t  with a s m a l l  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e ,  a c o h o r t ,  peace  

c o u ld  be m a in ta ined .  M i l i t a r i l y ,  the  emperor might have v i s u a l i z e d  

th e  F o r t h - C l y d e  l i n e  a more s t r a t e g i c  l i n e  o f  d e f e n s e  th a n  th e  

Tyne-Solway l i n e  because of  the d i f f e r e n c e  in  leng th .  The Antonine 

Wall was c o n s t ru c ted  on a l i n e  t h i r t y - s e v e n  m i l e s  l o n g ,  h a l f  th e  

d i s t a n c e  o f  H a d r ia n ' s  Wall.  Thus with a s h o r t e r  l i n e  of  defense  the 

troops  were more h igh ly  concen t ra ted  and not  in  j u s t  a t h i n  l i n e .  In 

t h e o r y  t h i s  makes good sense ,  but in  p r a c t i c e  i t  f a i l e d  and caused 

problems fo r  Rome and n o r th e rn  B r i t a i n .

17 Breeze,  F r o n t i e r s , p. 99.
1® Lives of  the L a t e r  Caesars Antoninus Pius  5 .4 ,  p. 100.
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A lthough  t h e  fo rw ard  advance met with no recorded r e s i s t a n c e ,

i t s  permanance was never c e r t a i n .  At the beginning o f  P i u s '  r e ig n  a

g re a t  deal  o f  c o n s t r u c t io n  took p la ce  along H adr ian 's  Wall,  as noted

in an i n s c r i p t i o n  r eco rd ing  the b u i ld in g  of  a g r a n a r y  a t  C o rb r id g e  

19m  A.D. 139. This  marks a delayed i n t e r e s t  in moving n o r th .  Alone 

i t  seems i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  but when combined with two r e c o r d e d  s t a t e ­

m e n ts ,  i t  h e l p s  to  prove th a t  the move n o r th  was more fo r  personal  

g lo ry  than fo r  p r a c t i c a l  reasons .  The f i r s t  i s  found in the  l i f e  of  

P i u s .  The A ugus tan  H i s t o r y  s t a t e s ,  " fo r  he conquered the  Bri tons

t h r o u g h  th e  g o v e r n o r  L o l l i u s  U r b ic u s  and a f t e r  d r i v i n g  back the
20b a r b a r i a n s  b u i l t  a w a l l  of  t u r f . "  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  before  the

advance was made, H adr ian ' s  Wall was improved and r e s t r e n g t h e n e d  by

U rb icu s  and t h a t ,  once c om ple te d ,  P ius  f e l t  i t  inadequa te  for  h is

own g lo ry  and took advantage of  the e s t a b l i s h e d  peace  f o r  h i s  own

g a i n .  P a u s a n ia s ,  in  h i s  D esc r ip t ion  of  Greece , says t h a t  "Antonius

deprived  the  Br igan tes  in  B r i t a i n  of  most o f  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  because

they too had taken up arms and invaded t h e  Genunian  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e

21p e o p le  o f  which  a r e  s u b je c t  to Rome." This i s  the only record of  

t h e  B r i g a n t i a n  r e v o l t  o f  1 5 4 /155 .  Some d e s c r i b e d  i t  as  a m is ­

s t a t e m e n t  on P a u s a n i a s '  p a r t ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  he had c o n f u s e d  the  

B r i g a n t i i  o f  R a e t i a  w i t h  the  B r i g a n t e s  o f  B r i t a i n .  However, once 

a g a i n  p r o f e s s o r s  B reez e  and Dobson are  the p r e f e r r e d  and accepted

19 Corpus Signorum Im p er i i  Romani,(C.S. I . R . ) Vol. 1.1 i n s c r i p t i o n  no. 
84-87.

20 Lives of  the L a te r  Caesars Antoninus Pius 5 .4 ,  p. 100.
21 Pausanius 8 .4 3 .3 .
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source and conclude t h a t  a r e v o l t  did  occur in  the nor thwes te rn  area 

of  Br igan t ia  in  Yorksh i re .  The evidence i s  l i t t l e ,  but acc u ra te .

The most  i m p o r t a n t  evidence i s  a co in  is sued  in 155 t h a t  por­

t r a y e d  B r i t a n n i a  s e a t e d  w i th  h e r  head bowed.  From t h i s  i t  i s

c o n j e c t u r e d  t h a t  a d i s t u r b a n c e  o f  some s o r t  had r e c e n t l y  been put 
22down. B ecause  o f  t h e  workmanship and l im i ted  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  the

co in  Breeze and Dobson concluded t h a t  i t  was m in te d  in  B r i t a i n .  To

go a long  w i th  t h i s  i s  t h e  sudden  app e a ra n c e  of  numeri from Upper

Germany i n  the a rea .  They are  dated  and defined  by an unusual  type

o f  smal l  f o r t  found a l o n g  t h e  German f r o n t i e r  t h a t  housed  th e
23s o l d i e r s  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  Both c l e a r l y  show a misjudgement in 

regard  to areas  f a r t h e r  south and to  how la rg e  a m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  was 

needed to watch over them.

I f  peace  was a s s u r e d  and H a d r i a n ' s  Wall no longer necessary ,  

why was i t  not turned over to c i v i l i a n  use as m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  

i n  the  s o u th  were  when the y  were abandoned? As e a r l y  as A.D. 146,

b u i l d i n g  was s t i l l  c o n t i n u i n g  along H adr ian ' s  Wall by le g io  VI a t

24 .b o t h  C h e s t e r s  and B en w e l l .  F u r t h e r  ev idence  shows an a u x i l i a r y

diploma from 146 a t  Ches te rs ,  i n d i c a t i n g  the f o r t  was g a r r i s o n e d  by

25 .m u l t i p l e  u n i t s .  The southern  wall  may have been abandoned m  some

areas  but c l e a r l y  no t  in  a l l .  The f a c t  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were no t

s e t t l i n g  in  t h e  f o r t s  i n d i c a t e s ,  perhaps ,  a h e s i t a t i o n  to g ive  up

22 Breeze and Dobson, H ad r ian ' s  W al l , p. 106.
23 Breeze,  F r o n t i e r s ,  p. 113.
24 i b i d . ,  p. 112.
25 ibid.
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t o t a l l y  a sound m i l i t a r y  defense .

I n  t h e  y e a r  158 more s i g n i f i c a n t  r e b u i ld in g  i s  noted south of

the  A n to n in e  W al l .  Two f o r t s  a t  o p p o s i t e  ends o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the m i l i t a r y  was too fa r  away; B i r r e n s ,  an ou tpos t  of

Hadrians '  Wall,  and Brough-on-Noe in  the southern  Pennines were both
26c o m p le t e ly  r e b u i l t  by the governor J u l i u s  Verus. These two s i t e s

do not show massive p rob lem s;  r a t h e r ,  t h e y  r e v e a l  c e r t a i n  a r e a s

t h a t  had d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  l o c a l  d i s s i d e n t s ,  a problem t h a t  would

reoccur u n t i l  the a r r i v a l  o f  Septimius Severus.

The A n to n in e  Wall  was n o t  a d i s t a n t  f r o n t i e r  u n v i s i t e d  by

c i v i l i a n s ,  fo r  wherever the Roman army w en t ,  so d id  t h e  Roman t a x

s ys tem ,  and t h e r e  were a lways  those who served as c o l l e c t o r s  from

the natives. Such towns as Croy Hill, Westerwood, and Bearsban

r e f l e c t  l o c a l  economies t h a t  prospered from the m i l i t a r y  by serv ing  

2 7as  the  middlemen.  The town r e f i n e d  th e  tax  goods needed by the 

army and supplied  by r u r a l  n a t i v e s .  Thus properous communities were 

beginning to form.

Between 161 and 163,  how ever ,  s o m e th in g  happened  t o  weaken 

Rome's hold so f a r  no r th .  Whether a s t rong  a t t a c k  came from n o r t h  

o f  the  Wall  or a s t r i n g  o f  lo c a l  a t t a c k s  south of  the Wall occurred  

i s  u n c e r t a i n .  What i s  known i s  t h a t  by c . 1 6 3  t h e  f o r t s  o f  t h e  

A n ton ine  Wall were des t royed ,  most l i k e l y  by the Roman army i t s e l f ,  

s ince  i t  never l e f t  a f o r t i f i e d  s t r u c t u r e  i n  enemy l a n d s  and th e

26 Ib id .
27 I b i d . ,  pp. 116-117.
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n o r t h e r n  most  Wal l  was abandoned .  A no the r  a l t e r n a t i v e 1 i s  t h a t  

Marcus A u r e l i u s  and L u c iu s  V e ru s ,  upon becoming c o - e m p e r o r s ,  

r e j e c t e d  t h e  need  f o r  t h i s  e x t r a  s t r a i n  on the m i l i t a r y  and a f t e r  

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  i t ,  were f o r c e d ,  in  th e  end ,  t o  abandon  t h e i r  

f a t h e r ' s  g r e a t  a c h i e v e m e n t .  H a d r i a n ' s  Wall  was once  a g a i n  the 

o f f i c i a l  1imes, but the Roman army s t i l l  p a t r o l l e d  the a rea  between 

i t  and th e  A n to n in e  Wal l ,  t h u s  not t o t a l l y  condemning the work of  

Antonius P ius .

I t  i s  a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t  B r i t a i n  e n t e r s  a new p hase  in  i t s

h i s t o r y ;  the province i s  not  the c e n t e r  of  i m p e r i a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  bu t

i s  s t i l l  watched c l o s e l y .  M i l i t a r y  problems s t i l l  plague the north
28as noted in  the biography of  Marcus A u re l iu s ,  in  the  year  169. How

strong  an a t t a c k  i s  u n c e r t a in  s in ce  a l l  th a t  was mentioned was " th e
29t h r e a t  o f  a B r i t i s h  w a r . "  S i n c e  i t  i s  mentioned in the l i s t  of 

p rob lem s  t h a t  b e s e t  t h e  em pire  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  th e  

Emperor L u c i u s  V e r u s ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  th e  p ro b lem  o c c u r r e d  

e a r l i e r ,  i n  163 ,  and t h a t  t h i s  j u s t  m e n t io n s  a l l  p rob lem s  t h a t  

Marcus Aure l ius  had to  dea l  with  a f t e r  taking the th rone .

Peace g e n e ra l ly  seemed to s e t t l e  over the no r th  of  B r i t a i n ,  and 

t h e  emperor  seems to  have taken s t e p s  to in su re  i t .  In  175, 5,500

S a r m a t i a n s  were s e t t l e d  n e a r  modern day R i b c h e s t e r  by Marcus

. . .  . 30A u r e l i u s  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  v i c t o r y  m  the  Danubian War. They were a

23 Lives o f  the L a t e r  Caesars Marcus Antoninus (A ure l ius )  8 . 6 .7 ,  pp. 
116-117.

29 Ib id .
30 Dio 72 .16 .2 .
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p a r t  o f  an a g ree m en t  be tween  S a r m a t i a  and Rome i n  which 100,000

Romans were re l e a s e d  by the Sarmat ions and 8 ,0 0 0  c a v a l r y  g iv e n  to
31 . . .s e rv ic e  for  Rome. I n s c r i p t i o n s  to  Marcus Aure l ius  were numerous in

the nor thwest  where the  S a r m a t i a n s  were s e t t l e d  and show t h e  em-

p e r o r ' s  i n t e r e s t  in p r o t e c t i n g  t h i s  a rea .

The l a s t  two d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  second c e n t u r y  b r o u g h t  f o r t h  a

B r i t a i n  t h a t  was f r e e  th ink ing  and a s s e r t i v e  in  Roman p o l i t i c s ,  yet

once a g a i n  a t r o u b l e s o m e  p r o v i n c e .  For t h i s  p e r i o d  th e  Greek

h i s t o r i a n  C a s s i u s  Dio s e r v e s  as t h e  m a jo r  s o u r c e  w i th  h i s  Roman

H i s t o r y . Throughout the re ign  of  Commodus Dio recorded a tu rbu len t

p e r i o d .  B e g in n in g  in  180 t h e  n o r th e rn  t r i b e s  beyond the  Wall had

crossed over i t ,  i n f l i c t i n g  heavy damage on the  f o r t s  in  the e a s t ,

s t a r t i n g  a t  Carrawburgh. I t  took the Romans four  years  to s top  the 
3 3  .

n a t i v e  a d v a n c e .  I t  i s  a t  t h i s  t im e  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  U lp ius  

M arce l lu s ,  who was h ig h ly  r a t e d  by Dio, s e t  f o r t h  c e r t a i n  measures  

t o  p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  a t t a c k s  from th e  n o r t h .  What t h e s e  were  is

unknown, but ev id e n t ly  involved  a t r e a t y  to p r e v e n t  a u n ion  o f  the
. 34two p r i n c i p a l  r a c e s ,  t h e  C a l e d o n i a n s  and Maeatae.  This  t r e a t y ,

when broke in in  197, g r e a t l y  a f f e c t e d  the im per ia l  a t t i t u d e  toward

B r i t a in .

An end t o  warfare  brought u n re s t  to the n o r th e rn  f r o n t i e r  from 

w i th in  the  army. The B r i t i s h  army decided to take  an a c t i v e  r o l e  in

32 I b i d *Breeze,  F r o n t i e r s , p. 126.
Dio 73 .8 .6 .

* I b i d . ,  77 .12 .1 .
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d e c i d i n g  who s h o u ld  r u l e  th e  e m p i r e .  With the r i s e  of  Perenn is ,

once loya l  fol lowers  o f  Commodus qu ic k ly  sought to p lace  an emperor

o f  t h e i r  own c h o i c e  on th e  t h r o n e .  When t h e i r  c h o i c e ,  P r i s c u s ,

re fused  to accep t ,  1500 s o l d i e r s  marched to  Rome t o  p r o t e s t  P e r -
3 5

en n i s '  a c t io n s  and caused h i s  downfall  and dea th .  This  d id  not  end 

the  B r i t i s h  a rm y ' s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  be r i d  o f  Commodus, f o r  t h e  

i s l a n d ' s  n e x t  g o v e r n o r ,  Heluius P e r t i n a x ,  l a t e r  emperor, was B r i t ­

a i n ' s  next  choice .  However, P e r t i n a x ' s  l o y a l ty  to  Commodus caused  a 

m u t iny  th r o u g h o u t  B r i t a i n  when he r e f u s e d  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  the  

overthrow. Because o f  the  s e v e r i t y  with which P e r t i n a x  put down the 

r e b e l l i o n  and t h a t  u sed  by M arce l lus  before  him, the B r i t i s h  army 

was l e f t  open to  c o n t r o l  by whomever co u ld  p l e a s e  them. Upon 

P e r t i n a x ' s  d e p a r t u r e  in  192 to  assume the pu rp le ,  Clodius Albinus 

worked h i s  way to  the top ,  becoming govenor  o f  B r i t a i n  and h a v i n g  

the  f u l l  support  o f  the  army.

A lb in u s  s u i t e d  t h e  d e s i r e s  o f  the B r i t i s h  array, fo r  in  193 he 

became a c o - r u l e r  along with  Pescennius Niger o f  Syr ia  and Septimius 

S e v e r u s ,  who had t a k e n  Rome i n  June  o f  t h a t  yea r .  The fo l lowing 

year Albinus became consul  and s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  S e v e ru s  d e f e a t e d  

N ig e r  i n  a b a t t l e  t h a t  the l a t t e r  thought would weaken Severus but 

which made Albinus co -em p ero r .  Sev e ru s  and A lb in u s  were a l r e a d y

making plans to remove each o th e r .  They met a t  Lyons on 19 February 
36197,  A l b in u s  w i t h  a l a r g e  number of  B r i t a i n ' s  t ro o p s ,  inc luding

I b i d . ,  7 3 .9 .1 -3 .  
I b i d . ,  7 6 .6 .1 -8 .
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those from the  a rea  between the Pennines and H adr ian ' s  Wall.

Expecting success t h a t  would give him the  a b i l i t y  to d e a l  w i th

any problems th a t  would occur in  h i s  absense,  Albinus had worked to

f o r t i f y  B r i t a i n  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  Fear  of  t h e
3 7

C a le d o n ia n s  b r e a k i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  t r e a t y  led to B r i t a i n ' s  e a r ly

bu i ld ing  of  w all s  around t h e i r  towns under A lb in u s ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  

38enough.  A lb in u s  was d e f e a t e d ,  l e a v i n g  B r i t a i n  open to  a t t a c k ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  in the n o r th .  For ten  years  the f r o n t i e r  seemed to be on 

shaky ground.

A re d u c e d  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  l e f t  B r i t a i n ' s  f a t e  hanging in the 

b a l a n c e .  S e p t i r a iu s  S e v e ru s  as th e  v i c t o r  had to  i n s u r e  t o t a l

v i c t o r y  and c o n t r o l  by d e a l i n g  w i t h  A l b i n u s '  s u p p o r t e r s  on the
. 3 9  . . .

c o n t in e n t ,  while V i n u s  Lupus, h i s  governor in B r i t a i n ,  had the job

of removing any d i s s i d e n t s  from p o s i t i o n  on th e  i s l a n d .  P o l i t i c a l  

opponen ts  posed  more o f  a t h r e a t  t h a n  m i l i t a r y  o p p o n e n t s  i n  a 

prov ince;  the sou theas t  o f  B r i t a i n ,  as  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c e n t e r ,  t h u s  

h e l d  g r e a t e r  i m p o r t a n c e ,  w h i l e  i n  t h e  n o r t h  many a rea s  s u f fe red  

n a t iv e  a t t a c k s  u n t i l  Lupus was f r e e  to dea l  with the f r o n t i e r .

Was i t  an a l l - o u t  a t t a c k  t h a t  d e s t r o y e d  a l l  of  the no r the rn  

f o r t s  and towns from York to  t h e  f r o n t i e r ?  T h i s  i s  t h e  majo r  

q u e s t i o n  d e a l t  w i t h  by a l l  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  f r o n t i e r .  

V a r io u s  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e x c a v a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n o r t h  have  

p roduced  a b l a c k  l a y e r  o f  s o i l  t h a t  d a t e s  to the l a t e  second and

I b i d . ,  75 .5 .4 .
__ Salway, Roman B r i t a i n ,  pp. 263-264. 
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e a r l y  t h i r d  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  t ime which  i s  s a i d  to  be t h a t  o f  the

d e s t r u c t i o n  of  the n o r th .  This s o i l  s t r e t c h e d  along H a d r i a n ' s  Wall

and was s a i d  to  c o v e r  e v e r y t h i n g  south  o f  i t  through the  southern

Pennines .  However, t h i s  theory was d i s c a r d e d  lo n g  ago ,  and today

such  w r i t e r s  on Roman B r i t a i n  as  Dobson,  B r e e z e ,  Sa lw ay ,  and

e s p e c i a l l y  Fre re  b e l i e v e  t h a t  what i s  d e s t r u c t i o n  a t  one s i t e  i s

m e re ly  decay  a t  a n o t h e r .  The f ac t  t h a t  Lupus paid o f f  the Maeatae 
40t o  i n s u r e  peace  w i t h  them does no t  mean th a t  they were the only 

t h r e a t  to the Romanized a rea .

As m e n t io n ed  above i n  r e g a r d  to  t h e  154 r e b e l l i o n ,  l o c a l  

n a t iv e s  did pose a problem i n  m oun ta inous  r e g i o n s ,  i . e .  t h e  Pen­

n in e s ,  northwest  Y orksh i re ,  and areas  along H adr ian ' s  Wall,  and th i s
41i s  p o s s i b l y  t h e  c a s e  f o r  197 a l s o .  By the  t h i c k  s c a t t e r i n g  of 

p o t t e r y  and c o i n s  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  b l a c k  l a y e r ,  t h e  Penn ine  f o r t s  

c l e a r l y  show t o t a l  d e s t r u c t i o n .  Highland reg ions  such as the se  were

l e s s  r e c e p t i v e  t o  t h e  Roman way o f  l i f e ,  and when t h e r e  was no
42m i l i t a r y  p r e s e n t ,  r e b e l l i o n  occurred .  Along H adr ian ' s  Wall and in 

o the r  reg ions  i t  becomes l e s s  obv ious .  F o r t s  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  were 

abandoned w i t h  t h e  move n o r t h  to the  Antonine Wall and were in an 

a rea  where, fo r  s i x t y  y e a r s ,  peace  d i d  n o t  l a s t  f o r  any ex ten d ed  

p e r i o d .  Between n a t i v e  r e b e l l i o n s  and the  a r m y ' s  own p o l i t i c a l  

i n t e r e s t s  i t  appears t h a t  r e f o r t i f i c a t i o n  was n o t  a h ig h  p r i o r i t y

41
Salway, Roman B n t i a n , pp. 222-223.
F. H ave r f ie ld ,  The Romanizat ion o f  Roman B r i t a i n , (Oxford: Oxford
U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1906; r e p r i n t  e d . ,  r ev i sed  by George MacDonald, 
Oxford: The Clarendon P re s s ,  1923) p. 23.
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and t h a t  t h i s  accounts  fo r  the co l lapsed  wal ls  in many a r e a s .  Some

f o r t s  along t h e  Wall d id  n o t  go back  i n t o  use  u n t i l  t h e  S eve ran

advance  in  208, and no doubt were lo o ted  fo r  b u i ld in g  m a t e r i a l s  and

anything e l se  t h a t  was l e f t  behind.  The years be tw een  197 and 205

a r e  th e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  the r e s t o r a t i o n  of  these  a r e a s .  V i r iu s  Lupus

f i r s t  secured th e  Pennines a t  B r o u g h - u n d e r - S t a i n m o r e ,  Bowes, and

I l k l e y .  Succeeding governors fol lowed the same l i n e ,  r e s t o r i n g  the

Pennine f o r t s  f i r s t  and t h e n  th o s e  a l o n g  th e  w e s t e r n  end o f  Had- 

43r i a n ' s  Wall.  The m i l i t a r y  presence ended any problems th a t  e x i s t ed  

south of  t h i s  l i n e .

What o f  York ,  t h e  major urban c e n t e r  and m i l i t a r y  base o f  the 

north? How did i t  f a r e  during th i s  t ime?  Each t ime t h e  m i l i t a r y  

went back and f o r th  from one f r o n t i e r  l i n e  to ano ther ,  the s i t u a t i o n  

i n  York changed .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  H a d r i a n ' s  Wall th e  

l e g i o n a r y  f o r t r e s s  se rved  as l i t t l e  more than an ou tpos t  where the 

n o r t h e r n  l e g i o n  s p e n t  i t s  w i n t e r .  The T ra j a n ic  per iod  i n i t i a t e d

grand b u i ld in g  p r o j e c t s  on the f o r t r e s s ,  but  the a rea  shows no s ig n

45 .o f  p r o s p e r i t y  u n t i l  A.D. 130. T h i s  marked th e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f

c o n s t r u c t i o n  on H a d r i a n ' s  Wall  and d e f i n e d  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  York

commanded f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e .  York served as the headqua r te r s  for

the no r th  and had communications w i th  the  e n t i r e  a r e a  t h r o u g h  the

. . B r e e z e ,  F r o n t i e r s , p. 131.
R.M. B u t l e r  ed .  , S o l d i e r  and C i v i l i a n  i n  Roman Y o r k s h i r e  

(L e i c e s t e r :  L e i c e s t e r  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1971) "Roman York and the
Northern M i l i t a r y  Command to  t h e  T h i r d  C en tu ry  A .D ."  by B.R.

, c H ar t ley ,  p.  59.
I b i d . , p. 60.
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r o a d s  t h a t  r a d i a t e d  from th e  f o r t r e s s .  The Wall  c r e a t e d  the  

s e c u r i t y  needed for  the  growth of  towns along the roads going out of  

York .  Such towns as  Aldborough and Brough-on-Humber r e p r e s e n t  the 

n o r t h ' s  e a r l y  growth.

However,  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e  A n to n in e  Wall  d id  have  i t s  

e f f e c t s .  York did  not  c o l l a p s e ,  b u t  i t s  c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n  in  t h e  

n o r t h  was b e i n g  t a k e n  o v e r  by the no r the rn  f o r t  o f  Corbridge .  In 

a l l  r e s p e c t s  t h i s  should have led to  extended growth of  the c i v i l i a n  

a r e a  a round  t h e  f o r t r e s s ,  j u s t  a s  L i n c o l n  had grown when the  

leg iona ry  f o r t r e s s  th e re  was g iv e n  over  t o  c i v i l i a n s  as t h e  army 

moved n o r t h  to  York in  A .D .7 0 /7 1 .  L i n c o l n  was immediately rec­

o g n iz e d  as a c o l o n i a  by th e  em p ero r ,  w h i l e  York, in 141/142,  was 

n e v e r  o f f f i c i a l l y  abandoned and he ld  no s t a t u s .  I t  was n e i t h e r  a 

major m i l i t a r y  fo rce  nor an o f f i c i a l  c i v i l i a n  s e t t l e m e n t .

Sometime a f t e r  t h e  abandonment of  the Antonine Wall,  York did 

ga in  r e c o g n i t io n  as a municipium for  the s e t t l em en t  on the l e f t  bank 

o f  th e  R iv e r  Ouse a c r o s s  from the f o r t r e s s .  This i s  the e x t e n t  of 

the  in form at ion fo r  l a t e  second-cen tury York. Even l e g io  VI i s  not 

mentioned as being f u l l y  s t a t i o n e d  th e re  a t  t h i s  time.  York was not 

poor,  but  i t  was not t h r i v i n g ,  e i t h e r .

I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  t h e  l a s t  two 

decades of  the second cen tu ry  l e f t  York in  l imbo; i t  was n e i t h e r  a 

c i v i l i a n  c e n t e r  no r  a m i l i t a r y  c e n t e r .  Because  o f  t h i s ,  some 

con jec tu red  t h a t  th e  b l a c k  l a y e r  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  in  t h e  P e n n in e s  

e x t e n d e d  ove r  to  York .  P r o f e s s o r  F r e r e ' s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  "York
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46s u f f e r e d  no damage" a t  th a t  t ime,  but only those a reas  with lo c a l  

m i l i t a r y  c o n t ro l ,  i s  accepted  by a l l  as c o r r e c t  as i s  the id e a  t h a t  

t h e  c o l l a p s e d  w a l l s  and b l a c k  la y e r  around the f o r t r e s s  r ep re sen t  

the decay of  d i su se  t h a t  began in  141/142.  Not u n t i l  the a r r i v a l  of  

th e  em peror ,  Septimius  Severus,  was the f o r t r e s s  comple te ly r e b u i l t  

and back in f u l l  use.  Although 197 marks a weak po in t  in  the n o r th ,  

i t  was to  lead to a g r e a t e r  development of  York and the n o r th  in  the 

t h i r d  century .

The f i r s t  years  o f  the t h i r d  cen tu ry  began much the same as the 

l a s t  years  of the  second cen tu ry .  Rebuilding o f  the  f o r t s  t h r o u g h ­

ou t  the  n o r t h  was t h e  p r i o r i t y ,  except  for  York. For i t s  leg ion ,  

1 eg io  VI,  was a p a r t  o f  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  crew and spent no time in 

York b e f o r e  207.  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  gained f u r th e r  importance when a t  

th a t  time the governor,  Lucius Alfenus Senecio (206-207),  s e n t  word 

to  the Emperor t h a t  the s i t u a t i o n  no r th  o f  H ad r ian ' s  Wall was out  of

c o n t r o l  and t h a t  h i s  p r e s e n c e  was f e l t  n e c e s s a r y  to  p r e v e n t  an
4 7advance of the Maeatae and Caledonians.

Seeing the chance for another military victory and also to

remove h i s  sons,  C a r a c a l l a  and Geta,  from the easy l i f e  o f  Rome, the
48emperor e a g e r l y  s e t  out fo r  B r i t a i n .  Along with  h i s  sons,  he took 

the  i m p e r i a l  c o u r t ,  i n c l u d i n g  h i s  w i f e ,  J u l i a  Domna, and th e  

P r a e t o r i a n  P r e f e c t  P a p in i a s .  He would f i g h t  and r u l e  the empire in 

B r i t a i n .  This was the  l a s t  t ime t h a t  B r i t a i n  was to  be used  f o r

46
, 7  F re re ,  B r i t a n n i a , p. 169.
I'  Dio 76 .10 .5 -7 .
4  I b i d . ,  76.11 .1 .
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personal gain by a Roman emperor and marks the beginning of peace 

and prosperity for Britain as a whole, which held special sig­

nificance for the north.

York not  only was r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  as the m i l i t a r y  ce n te r  for  the 

n o r t h ,  bu t  became a p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l  w i t h  t h e  t i t l e  c o l o n i a , 

g o v e r n i n g  t h e  new p r o v i n c e  o f  B r i t a n n i a  I n f e r i o r . For the next 

c e n t u r y  no em peror  came to  change  t h e  boundary  o f  the f r o n t i e r .  

Severus  had f o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  S c o t l a n d ,  n o t  to  move t h e  

b o u n d a ry ,  o n ly  t o  make i t  more secure ,  and not fo r  m i l i t a r y  impor­

t a n c e ,  bu t  f o r  econom ic  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  t r a d e  be tween th e  two

49provinces of Britain and its native neighbors to the north. The 

north was still to serve as a training ground for troops, but 

strictly for training exercises to keep them sharp.

With the d epa r tu re  o f  S e v e r u s 1 sons  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h  i n  211,  

B r i t a i n  en te red  in to  a per iod  of  independence.  In the f i r s t  h a l f  of  

the  century  the i s l a n d  r e m a in e d  l o y a l  t o  Rome; however ,  when t h e  

t h r e a t  t o  Rome's  c o n t r o l  t r i e d  t o  t a k e  a l l  i t  c o u l d  to  a i d  the  

c o n t i n e n t ' s  s a g g in g  economy, B r i t a i n  r e b e l l e d  and s e v e re d  i t s  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  Rome from 260-296 .  Even w i t h o u t  t h e  Roman markets 

B r i t a i n  s t i l l  managed to  prosper  through s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y .  This was 

n o r t h e r n  B r i t a i n ' s  f i r s t  chance to develop along c i v i l i a n  l i n e s  and 

break  away from being a t o t a l l y  m i l i t a r y  zone. The n o r th  was s t a ­

b i l i z e d ,  and though  i t s  growth as a c i v i l i a n  zone was l i m i t e d  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  end o f  Rome's  ex p a n d in g  wes te rn  empire,  B r i t a n n ia

49 Breeze and Dobson, H a d r ia n ' s  Wal l , pp. 37, 115.
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I n f e r i o r  d e v e lo p e d  c o s m o p o l i t a n  towns and an economy with  growing 

i n d u s t r y  and t r a d e ,  and was th e  m i l i t a r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  the  

p rovince .  The achievements made in the t h i r d  c e n t u r y  were f o r  t h e  

g lo ry  o f  B r i t a i n  and not  for  Rome.
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CHAPTER III

THIRD CENTURY STABILITY THROUGH URBANIZATION
IN NORTHERN BRITAIN

The Severan p o l i cy  in  B r i t a i n  marked a r e t u r n  to the Republican 

id e a  t h a t  "good o rd e r  on the f r o n t i e r  and p e r f e c t  r e g u l a r i t y  in a l l  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a n s a c t i o n s " ^  were n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  Rome.

Stability only existed in Rome if the periphery of the empire was
2 . . .p a c i f i e d  t h r o u g h  th e  acceptance  of  Romanizing in f lu e n c e s .  In  the

Roman world there was no stronger civilizing influence than the

development o f  towns in  a newly conquered t e r r i t o r y .  Although York

and i t s  n o r the rn  lands had been  a p a r t  o f  t h e  Roman Empire s i n c e

A.D. 71,  t h e  i n s t a b i l i t y  of  the second century  had prevented urban

development. With the a r r i v a l  of  Septimius Severus in York i n  208,

a movement to w a rd s  i n t e g r a t i o n  in  t h e  n o r t h  to ok  t h e  e a r l i e r

Agricolan policy of peace through urbanization up to Hadrian's Wall,
3which marked Rome's most northern and distant boundary.

S ecu r i ty  was assu red  through r e v i s i o n s  in  m i l i t a r y  r e g u l a t i o n s  

and th e  law o f  Roman c i t i z e n s h i p .  S e p t i m i u s  S e v e ru s  p e r m i t t e d  

s o l d i e r s  to marry while  in  the army and th u s  gave o f f i c i a l  r e c o g ­

n i t i o n  t o  the n a t i v e  wives marr ied  to Roman c i t i z e n s  throughout the

2  Livy 9:45.
Tenny F ra n k ,  Roman I m p e r i a l i s m  (New York: The Macmillan Co.,
1921) p. 47.
Salway, Roman B r i t a i n , p. 194; T a c i tu s  A g r ic o la , 21.
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e m pire .  T h i s  was f o l lo w e d  i n  212 by C a r a c a l l a ' s  C o n s t i t u t i o  

A n t o n i n i a n a , which  made th e  c o n c e p t  o f  a Roman p o p u la t i o n  and a 

n a t i v e  popu la t ion  a b s o lu t e — a l l  were Roman c i t i z e n s .  Together  these  

changes ended a per iod  o f  r e p re s s io n  and c r e a t e d  t h e  o n ly  f r o n t i e r  

in  t h e  Roman Empire t h a t  for  the  nex t  cen tury  and a h a l f  showed no

evidence of  the l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n ' s  c h a l l e n g i n g  th e  Roman a u t h o r -
4 .

i t i e s .  Rome g a i n e d  a l o y a l  array and t h e  growing i n t e r s t  of  the

n a t iv e  s e t t l e m e n t s  fo r  Roman p ro d u c t s .  For as long  as  t h e  S e v e r i

d y n a s ty  r u l e d  (A.D. 197-235)  t h e  array was w e l l  c a r e d  f o r  w i th

donat ions  and inc re a s e s  in  pay. E n c o u ra g in g  th e  men to  l i v e  w i th

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  c a u s e d  the v i c i  o u t s id e  the f o r t s  along the Wall to

grow over  the Vallum. The Roman army was no longer a t h r e a t  to the

n a t i v e s ;  i t  p r o v i d e d  s e c u r i t y ,  p r o f i t a b l e  markets ,  and a w e l l -p a id

c a re e r  for  t h e i r  sons and husbands for  t h e i r  daughte rs .

The s t a b i l i t y  w h ich  S e v e ru s  worked to  e s t a b l i s h  he ld  f irm in

B r i t a i n  whi le  elsewhere in  the empire i t  ended with h i s  d e a t h .  The

l o y a l t y  o f  c i v i l i a n s  and s o l d i e r s  went  t o  t h e  emperor and th e

province where th e y  l i v e d .  Over a c e n t u r y  e a r l i e r ,  T a c i t u s  had

w r i t t e n  of  the unw i l l ingness  o f  a g a r r i s o n  to  leave i t s  f r i e n d s  and

r e l a t i o n s  fo r  s e r v i c e  in a s t range  land and u n in v i t i n g  climate."* Now

th a t  they had homes and persona l  p roper ty ,  the  s o l d i e r s  had a s t rong

s e n s e  o f  p r o v i n i c i a l  d u ty  and were l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  m u t in y  f o r  a

usurper .  With these  elements Severus e s t a b l i s h e d  the s e c u r i t y  th a t

p e r m i t t e d  the p r o s p e r i t y  of  u rb a n iz a t i o n  to expand through nor thern

4 ,
c Salway, Roman B r i t a i n , p. 194.

Tac i tus  H i s t o r i e s  2 :80.
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Britain.

Expansion of Romanized Towns

The t h i r d  cen tury  i s  accepted as a per iod  o f  decay o f  the Roman 

Empire in  b o th  t h e  town and co u n t ry s id e  because of  invas ions  and 

i n f l a t i o n ,  th e  r e s u l t  o f  w eaknesse s  a l o n g  t h e  f r o n t i e r s .  While 

S e v e r u s '  e f f o r t s  had l i t t l e  e f f e c t  in  p r o t e c t i n g  the f r o n t i e r s  of  

t h e  c o n t i n e n t ,  in B r i t a i n  i t  was the  f r o n t i e r  province o f  B r i t a n n ia  

I n f e r i o r  t h a t  prospered  and p ro tec ted  i t s  s i s t e r  province ,  B r i t a n n ia  

S u p e r i o r , from t h e  chaos  a c r o s s  t h e  c h a n n e l .  The d i v i s i o n  of  

B r i t a i n  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  S everan  p o l i c y  o f  p r e v e n t i o n  of  a la rge  

m i l i t a r y  fo rce  under  one commander a l o n g  th e  f r o n t i e r .  Severus  

h i m s e l f  had been ch a l l e n g e d  by the  two commanders with the l a r g e s t  

a rm ie s ;  N i g e r ' s  f i v e  S y r i a n  l e g i o n s  and A l b i n u s '  t h r e e  B r i t i s h  

l e g i o n s .  S y r i a ' s  having  been d iv ided  e a r l i e r  by Severus in 194^ i s  

one of  the s t r o n g e s t  reasons  why Severus i s  accep ted as t h e  one who 

d i v i d e d  B r i t a i n .  A l b i n u s  had proven t h a t  B r i t a i n ' s  le g ions  could 

u n i t e  and fol low t h e i r  governors .  The F lav ian  per iod  had placed the 

main g a r r i s o n s  i n  t h e  n o r th ,  but in  o rde r  for  the troops  to  remain 

t h e r e ,  food had t o  come from th e  s o u t h .  C o n t r o l  o f  g r a i n ,  t h e  

a rm y ' s  m a jo r  food s o u r c e ,  gave t h e  s o u t h  t h e  r i g h t  to  d i c t a t e  

p o l i c y . ^  However, the d i v i s i o n  of  B r i t a i n  served as a c a t a l y s t  for  

the development of  sources  for  the d a i l y  needs in  the no r th .  In the 

l a t e  second  c e n t u r y  the Cumberland P l a i n  and the  Vale o f  York held

^ Dio 75 .3 .1 .
Salway, Roman B r i t a i n , p. 196.
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p r o d u c t i v e  farms w hich  th e  new government t o o k  s t e p s  to expand

throughout the new prov ince .  York served as an i n l a n d  h a r b o r  from

which t h e  goods c o u l d  be shipped to the new n o r the rn  p o r t  a t  South

S h ie ld s .  The l a t t e r  was connected to  the M i l i t a ry  Way t h a t  s e rv iced

the f o r t s  along the Wall.  With i t s  own p r o v in c i a l  c a p i t a l  the nor th

gained co n t ro l  of  i t s  own d e s t i n y .

The end o f  t h e  second  c e n t u r y  b r o u g h t  w i th  i t  an end to

s o u t h e r n  growth  as t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  towns i n t o  permanent
8d e f e n s e s  became a n e c e s s i t y .  Although B r i t a n n ia  Super ior  had two

l e g i o n s ,  t h e  I I  A ugus ta  a t  Caerleon and the XX V a le r i a  V i c t r i x  a t

C h e s t e r ,  i t  s u d d e n ly  l o s t  the a d d i t i o n a l  le g ion  and a u x i l i a r i e s  of

th e  n o r t h ,  which had s e r v e d  to  p r o t e c t  t h e  s o u th  i n  ca se  of  a

9r e b e l l i o n  from w i t h i n .  W i thou t  t h e  f r o n t i e r  fo r  expansion,  the 

southern  province  had to l i m i t  i t s  urban growth t o  f u r t h e r  d e v e lo p  

i t s  own r u r a l  i n d u s t r i e s  to supply  i t s  towns. Whereas p rev ious ly  

the south had co n t ro l  o f  n o r the rn  product ion  t o  s u p p ly  t h e  a l r e a d y  

Romanized s o u t h e a s t ^  and c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  r i g h t s  to  s e l l  t o  the 

expanding m i l i t a r y  in th e  n o r t h ,  i t  now had l i m i t e d  m a rk e t s  t h a t  

were in  a n o n - m i l i t a r y  zone. The Roman economy was dependent  upon 

an expanding m i l i t a r y  f r o n t i e r ,  and s o u t h e r n  B r i t a i n  i n  th e  e a r l y  

t h i r d  c e n t u r y  s u f f e r e d  an economic slump because of  i t s  suddenly

A .L .F .  R i v e t ,  Town and Coun t ry  i n  Roman B r i t a i n  (London: 
g Hutchinson and Co~  1958) p. 90.

Salway, Roman B r i t a i n , p. 97.
This r e f e r s  to  t h a t  a rea  of  the  no r th  around Linco ln  t h a t  was pa r t  
o f  the Claudian conquest  which f e l l  behind the  f i r s t  Roman l imes in 
B r i t a i n ,  i . e .  the  Fosse Way.
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i n s u f f i c i e n t  m a r k e t s .  C o n ta c t  with  markets  o u t s id e  the province 

was l im i t e d  because o f  the  c r i s i s  on the c o n t in e n t .

N o r t h e r n  B r i t a i n ,  though, had only j u s t  begun to  develop urban 

c e n t e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  and had t h e  added t r a d e  w i t h  n a t i v e s  beyond 

H adr ian ' s  Wall.  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  was the m i l i t a r y  community tha t  

r o t a t e d  throughout the  province  and kept  the economy a c t i v e .  All  of 

t h i s ,  combined with  the peace e s t a b l i s h e d  by Severus and C a rac a l l a ,  

s e r v e d  t o  make B r i t a n n i a  I n f e r i o r  the most prosperous province  in 

t h e  e m p i r e .  I t s  p r o s p e r i t y  in  the t h i r d  century  kep t  the emperors 

i n t e r e s t e d  in  n o r th e rn  B r i t a i n  and was s t r e n g t h e n e d  by th e  f a c t

t h a t  g o v e r n o r s  were  s t i l l  s e n t  a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  in  the f i r s t

12 . h a l f  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  However,  w i t h  th e  u n u s u a l  appointment of
13 . .O c t a v i u s  S a b m u s ,  o f  s e n a t o r i a l  rank,  a t  a time when e q u a s t n a n s

were appoin ted ,  Rome seems to have  begun t o  l o s e  c o n t r o l  p o l i t ­

i c a l l y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  in  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  t h e r e  was g r e a t  con­

s t r u c t i o n  o f  roads throughout the n o r t h e r n  towns;  b o th  Decius  and
. . 1 4P robus  to o k  an i n t e r e s t  m  improving the l i n e s  of  communication.

The fo rm ing  o f  t h e  Imperium G al l ia rum  in 259 and Caraus iu s '  inde­

p e n d e n t  B r i t a i n  i n  274 p roved  to  s e r v e  as t h e  c a u s e s  f o r  such

Paul Middleton ,  "Army Supply in  Roman Gaul: An Hypothesis  for  Roman 
B r i t a i n " ,  in  Invas ion  and Response, ed i ted  by Barry C. Burnham and 
Helen B. Johnson (Oxford: B r i t i s h  A rchaeo log ica l  Reports  (B.A.R.) ,  
1979),  p . 8 8 ; and Kevin Greene,  "Roman Trade Between B r i t a i n  and the 
Rhine P rov ines :  The Evidence of  P o t t e r y  to  c. A.D. 250 ,"  in Roman
S h i p p i n g  and T rade :  B r i t a i n  and the Rhine P ro v in c e s , e d i t e d  by
Joan du P l a t  Taylor  and Henry C lee re .  (London: Council  fo r  B r i t i s h
Archaeology (C .B.A .) ,  1978),  p. 52.

. - S a l w a y ,  Roman B r i t a i n ,  pp. 249-252.
R.I .B .  v o l .  1. 605.
F r e r e ,  B r i t a n n i a , p .  188; J e f f r e y  P. S e d g le y ,  The Roman 

Milestones  of  B r i t a i n  (Oxford: B.A.R.,  1975) pp. 11—12.
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i n t e r n a l  im provem en ts ;  a f t e r  each pe r iod  of  r e b e l l i o n  the  emperors 

made improvements on f o r t s  and roads ,  no doubt to keep B r i t a i n  happy

and show t h a t  Rome, though t roub led ,  s t i l l  wanted the i s la n d  in  the

„ „ 15empite a t  any c o s t .

The E n g l i s h  c h a n n e l  s e p a r a t e d  B r i t a i n  from the b a rb a r i a n  in­

vas ions  of  Gaul,  and the  reforms of  Severus and h i s  s u c c e s s o r s  had 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a secure  f r o n t i e r  through p a r t i t i o n ,  which weakened the 

ch a n c e s  o f  r e b e l l i o n .  Because  o f  S ev e ran  t r e a t i e s ,  improved 

r e l a t i o n s  be tween  t h e  m i l i t a r y  and n a t iv e s  permi t ted  the growth of  

York t o  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c e n t e r  which  s p r e a d  i t s  Romanizing 

i n f l u e n c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n o r t h ,  not  fo r  the promotion o f  m i l i t a r y  

s e t t l e m e n t s  f o r  v e t e r a n s ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  advancement o f  c i v i l i a n  

s e t t l em en ts  o f  n a t i v e  and immigrant merchants and cra ft smen .

I t  i s  o n l y  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  tw e n ty  y e a r s  t h a t  B r i t a n n i a  

I n f e r i o r  has been accepted  by s ch o la r s  as  a s e p a ra t e  province of  the 

Roman Empire which held numerous Romanized urban c e n t e r s .  P r i o r  to 

t h i s  Haver f i e l d ' s  t h e s i s  was accepted th a t  the s o u t h  c o n t a i n e d  the  

o n ly  m a jo r  c i v i l i a n  c e n t e r s  and th a t  the  nor th  was s t r i c t l y  m i l i ­

t a r y ,  a s i d e  from t h e  co lon ia  a t  York and the c i v i t a s  of  Aldborough 

which  g overned  t h e  Roman m i l i t a r y  and n a t i v e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y . ^  

However, more rece n t  a r c h a e o lo g ic a l  s tu d ie s  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  have 

p roven  t h a t  n o r t h e r n  B r i t a i n  d id  n o t  and could not  develop towns 

a l o n g  th e  same g u i d e l i n e s  as  o th e r  wes tern  p r o v i n e s . ^  Because of

Jg F re re ,  B r i t a n n i a , p. 188.
^  H aver f ie ld ,  Romanizat ion, p. 24.

See Appendix.
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t h e  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  boundary  o f  t h e  Roman Empire, i . e .  Hadr ian 's

W al l ,  n o r t h e r n  B r i t a i n  was u n a b l e  to grow beyond th e  s t a g e  of

m i l i t a r y  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  f o r  i t s  economy did  not have a new expanding

m i l i t a r y  f r o n t i e r  to  ga in  the markets  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  fu n d in g  u rban

a dvanc em en ts .  T h u s ,  B ra n i g a n  has s t a t e d  t h a t  " rec o g n i t io n  of  the

18f u l l  s p e c t ru m  o f  u r b a n i z a t i o n  in B r i t a i n "  has  permi t ted  the most 

common c i v i l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  n o r t h  t o  be a c c e p t e d  as a " v a l i d
19

u rban  form w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  to  d i s t o r t  our im ag ina t ion ,"  i . e .  the 

v i c i . These sm a l l  c i v i l  s e t t l e m e n t s  t h a t  grew up ou ts id e  f o r t s  and 

g r a d u a l l y  took on th e  appearance o f  towns, have expanded the theory 

of urban development r i g h t  up to  H adr ian ' s  Wall.

A s t u d y  o f  t h e  Romanized towns of the  no r th  cannot be l im i ted

to j u s t  those towns th a t  co n ta in  the  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  Roman luxury t h a t
2 0Tacitus outlined as important civilizing influences. Instead,

s e t t l e m e n t s  a r e  a c c e p t e d  as towns t h a t  a r e  " s u b s t a n t i a l l y "  Ro-
21m anized ,  t h a t  i s ,  Romanized as much as the  ci rcumstances permi t .  

This r e f e r s  not  j u s t  to  th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  i n d u s t r i e s  and m a rk e t s ,  

bu t  j u s t  how f a r  t h e  n a t i v e s  were  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  Roman 

l i f e s t y l e .  Rome had no reason  to f o r c e  t o t a l  c o n v e r s i o n  s i n c e  i t  

had no i n t e n t i o n s  o f  f u r t h e r  c o n q u e s t  i n  Scotland .  This  g r e a t ly  

l im i ted  the t y p e  o f  Roman towns t h a t  d e v e l o p e d  be tw een  York and

I Q
P e t e r  Sa lway,  "The V i c i : U r b a n i z a t i o n  in  the North";  in  Rome

and the B r i g a n te s , e d i t e d  by Kei th  Branigan ( S h e f f i e l d :  U n ive rs i ty
iq o f  S h e f f i e l d ,  1980),  p. 8 .
20  I b i d -T a c i tu s ,  Annals 14.32.

John  Wacher ,  The Towns of  Roman B r i t a i n  (London: B.T. Batsford
L t d . , 1975), p. 37.
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H a d r i a n ' s  Wall: the se  were the c o l o n i a , York; the c i v i t a s , and the

v i c i . The o n ly  o t h e r  towns a r e  r e f e r r e d  to  as R o m a n o -B r i t i s h  

s e t t l e m e n t s .  These grew on an evacuated m i l i t a r y  s i t e  and show no 

i n d i c a t i o n  of  favor ing  e i t h e r  a Roman or in d igenous  l i f e s t y l e ,  bu t  

r a t h e r ,  a combination o f  the two. Whatever the type of  town, i t  is  

the t h i r d  cen tury  which marks the u rb an iz a t io n  o f  the n o r th .

The idea  o f  the  town as the foca l  poin t  of  Roman c i v i l i z e d  l i f e  

was s t r o n g ly  s t a t e d  by P l in y ,  who saw the n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  d a i l y  l i f e  

t h a t  th e  r u r a l  com m un i t ie s  p r o v i d e d ,  bu t  saw t h e  towns as the 

c e n t e r s  o f  Roman l i f e .  From th e  town came a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t a x  

c o l l e c t i o n ,  t r a d e ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  and p r o t e c t i o n .  T hese  were the 

necessary  elements t h a t  Rome used to  e s t a b l i s h  c o n t r o l  i n  a newly 

conquered p rov ince .  Such were the reasons  for  develop ing p ro v in c i a l  

c a p i t a l s ,  which marked the r i s e  o f  York in the t h i r d  cen tu ry .

Of a l l  th e  Roman towns i n  a l l  o f  B r i t a i n ,  York was unique. 

Unlike the southern  p r o v in c i a l  c a p i t a l  o f  London, York he ld  an urban 

t i t l e ,  c o l o n i a . Y e t ,  d i f f e r e n t  from th e  o t h e r  c o l o n i a e  , Col­

c h e s t e r ,  G lo u c e s te r ,  and L inco ln ,  the  town a t  York worked alongside 

the army, which remained i n t a c t ,  w i th in  the f o r t r e s s ,  w h i l e  in  th e  

o t h e r  c o l o n i a e  i t  had been  removed b e f o r e  t h e  t i t l e  was g iven .  

York's  r i s e  to success  and p o s i t i o n  was due to the im per ia l  v i s i t  of 

S e p t i m iu s  S e v e ru s  and t h e  r o y a l  c o u r t  i n  2 0 8 -2 1 1 ,  r a t h e r  than  

because o f  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s e rv ic e  dur ing  the b a t t l e s  fo r  conquest  for  

which C o lc hes te r ,  G l o u c e s t e r ,  and L i n c o l n  had been r e c o g n i z e d  by 

previous emperors. London's p o s i t i o n  came from ci rcumstances  s im i la r
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to  York; the  former was a growing c e n t e r  of  t r a d e ,  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  

by a nav igab le  r i v e r .  Tac i tus  recorded  t h a t  London "did  not  rank as

a Roman s e t t l e m e n t ,  but  was an impor tant  c e n t e r  for  businessmen -and
22 23merchandise,"  a s t a t u s  th a t  never changed. Thus i t s  r a p id  growth

and lo c a t io n  on the  Thames assured i t s  im p o r t a n c e .  York had been

chosen  i n  t h e  f i r s t  c e n t u r y  as a m i l i t a r y  s i t e  f o r  s t r a t e g i c

p o s i t i o n in g  and access to  the c o n t in e n t  v ia  the Ouse and t h e  Humber

Rivers to  the North Sea. In the t h i r d  century  Severus saw i t  as the

only s i z a b l e  town in the  no r th  t h a t  could hold h i s  c o u r t ,  and th u s

i t  became th e  c e n t e r  f o r  h i s  p r e p a r a t i o n s  to  c a r r y  out m i l i t a r y

action in Scotland. London's position was certain in the first

century;  Y ork 's  became so by chance over one hundred years l a t e r .

P o l i t i c a l  A l t e r a t i o n s

York's  g rowth  was b o th  p o l i t i c a l  and p h y s i c a l .  I t  was t h e  

g o v e rn in g  u n i t  o f  t h e  n o r t h  and t h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  important  to note 

Y o rk ' s  r o l e  in  t h e  S e v e ra n  r e f o r m s ,  which f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n s  t h e  

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  o f  w e a l t h  and p r o s p e r i t y  found in  th e  

c o l o n i a .

C l e a r l y  t h e  most  s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t  which led  to  n o r the rn  B r i ­

t a i n ' s  p r o s p e r i t y  was t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  i n t o  Upper and 

Lower B r i t a i n ,  y e t  i t  i s  one o f  the  l e a s t  c l e a r l y  def ined  o r  s t a t e d  

ac t s  in  Roman h i s t o r y .  The chaos of  the t h i r d  c e n t u r y  o n ly  s e r v e d  

t o  f u r t h e r  p r e v e n t  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  o f  e v e n t s  in  B r i t a i n .  The only

2 ? Tac i tus  Annals 14.33.
Wacher, Towns, p. 80.
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su rv iv ing  h i s t o r i c a l  evidence for  the  d iv i s i o n  i s  found in  two b r i e f

passages ;  one in  Herodian,  which s t a t e s  t h a t  a f t e r  th e  t r o u b l e s  o f
. . .  . 24197,  Sev e ru s  im m ed ia te ly  div ided  B r i t a i n  in to  two p rov inces ,  and

the  second in  Dio in  a l i s t  o f  leg ions  t h a t  places  the VI V i c t r i x  of

York in  B r i t a n n ia  I n f e r i o r  and the I I  Augusta and XX V a le r i a  V i c t r i x

25 .i n  B r i t a n n i a  S u p e r io r . The comments o f  these  two h i s t o r i a n s ,  sup­

p lem en ted  by i n s c r i p t i o n s ,  prove t h a t  B r i t a i n  was d iv ided ,  but they 

do not  inc lude a da te .  Herein l i e s  a con t roversy  t h a t  would involve 

a s e p a r a t e  work o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l e n g t h  as t o  whether  Severus or 

C a r a c a l l a  d i v i d e d  B r i t a i n ,  i . e .  b e tw een  197 and 213.  Numerous 

s t u d i e s  have been  done,  but none can d e f i n i t e l y  s t a t e  t h a t  Severus 

was no t  the one r e s p o n s ib l e  fo r  d iv id in g  B r i t a i n .

I n  193 and 197 S e v e ru s  e l i m i n a t e d  b o th  Pescennius Niger who 

c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  f i v e  l e g i o n s  o f  S y r i a  and C lo d i u s  A lb in u s  who 

c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  t h r e e  l e g i o n s  o f  B r i t a i n .  Severus became the sole  

r u l e r  o f  the empire.  A f te r  d e f e a t in g  Niger,  Dio r e c o r d e d ,  Severus  

d i v i d e d  th e  le g ions  o f  the province  to preven t  succeeding governors 

from having co n t ro l  of  such a la rge  army. T h e r e f o re  i t  would seem 

c o n s i s t e n t  t h a t  t h e  d e f e a t  o>f A lb in u s  marked t h e  same f a t e  for  

B r i t a i n ' s  l e g i o n s ,  as  n o t e d  i n  Dio and H e ro d ian  above .  In  t h i s  

manner and in  o r d e r  not to weaken the  s t a b i l i t y  he had e s t a b l i s h e d  

in Rome, Severus worked t o  p r o t e c t  the  p e r i p h e r y  from a f o r e i g n  

a t t a c k  by l e s s e n in g  the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  i n t e r n a l  d i s s e n s io n  on the 

f r o n t i e r .

24* Herodian 3 . 8 .1 -2 .
°  Dio 5 5 . 2 3 .2 ,3 ,6 .
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34

The d i v i s i o n  made York the p r o v in c i a l  c a p i t a l  of the  nor thern  

province .  An i n s c r i p t i o n  dated to  237 has  p r o v i d e d  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  

York and L inco ln  were both in  B r i t a n n ia  I n f e r i o r , which in f e r s  tha t  

t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  e a s t  was south of Linco ln .  Found in  1921 in  a 

Roman w all  in  Bordeaux, b u i l t  c .  300 or a t  l e a s t  a f t e r  t h e  i n v a s i o n  

o f  C o n s t a n t i u s  in  A.D. 276,  t h i s  i n s c r i p t i o n  i s  one of  the most 

important  t h i r d  cen tury  f inds  for  unders tanding  York. The i n s c r i p ­

t i o n  reads :

DEAE TVTELE BOVIG 
M AVR LVNARIS 111111 
VIR AVG COL EBOR ET 

LIND AR V BRIT INF 
ARAM QVAM VOVER 
AB EBORACI AVECT 

V S L M 
PERPETV TE CORNE

In honor of  the goddess T u te la  Boudiga, M. Aurel ius  Lunar is  
s e v i r  A ugus ta l i s  o f  the co lon iae  of  York and L inco ln ,  in 
the  province  of  Lower B r i t a i n ,  [ se t -up ]  the  a l t a r  which he 
vowed on s t a r t i n g  from York. W i l l in g ly  and r i g h t l y  did  he 
he f u l f i l  hi^gVow, in  the consu lsh ip  of  Perpe tuus  and 
Cornel ianus .

The c o n s u l s h i p  o f  Perpe tuus  and Cornel ianus  g ives the d a te  of  237.

The monument's f i r s t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  t h a t  i t  s o u n d ly  i d e n t i f i e s  

L i n c o l n  and York b o th  a s  c o l o n i a e  in  B r i t a n n i a  I n f e r i o r . The 

Ravenna Cosmography i s  t h e  o n ly  o t h e r  source  to l a b e l  Linco ln  as 

such .  Y o r k ' s  s t a t u s ,  on the o th e r  hand, had been q ues t ionab le  u n t i l  

t h i s  i n s c r i p t i o n  was found.  Only t h i s  ep ig raph ic  ev idence ,  to da te ,  

d e f i n e s  York as a c o l o n i a ; th e re  i s  no w r i t t e n  documentat ion.  With 

t h e  d i v i s i o n  dated sometime between 197 and 211, t h i s  i n s c r i p t i o n ,

26 P a u l  C o u r t e a u l t ,  "An I n s c r i p t i o n  R e c e n t ly  Found a t  Bordeaux," 
Jo u rn a l  of  Roman S tud ie s  ( J .R .S . ) (1 9 2 1 ) :  102.
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th e n  a s s u r e s  h i s t o r i a n s  th a t  York rece ived  i t s  h ighe r  p o s i t i o n  no

l a t e r  than 237. For the west D io ' s  l i s t  o f  l e g io n s ,  mentioned above,

places Chester in the southern province and the dividing line

somewhere to  the nor th  of  t h i s .  Although L inco ln  a l r e a d y  h e l d  th e

t i t l e  c o l o n i a  from th e  f i r s t  c e n t u r y ,  i t s  p o s i t i o n  was to o  f a r

removed from the f r o n t i e r .  York was the only o th e r  town of s i z e  in

the no r th  t h a t  had roads connect ing  i t  with  the  f r o n t i e r  and o t h e r

27major m i l i t a r y  and p o l i t i c a l  c e n t e r s  throughout B r i t a i n .

I t  i s  t h e  t i t l e  o f  York t h a t  h i s t o r i a n s  u s e  t o  d a t e  th e

d iv i s i o n  o f  B r i t a i n .  At p resen t  th e re  i s  only one known i n s c r i p t i o n

th a t  names York as a p r o v in c i a l  c a p i t a l ,  t h a t  i s  to the f i r s t  known
28r e c o r d e d  governor o f  B r i t a n n ia  I n f e r i o r , C. J u l i u s  Marcus in 213.

T h i s  p l a c e s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  d u r i n g  C a r a c a l l a ' s  r e i g n  with no c lea r

reason as to  why he would d iv id e  the  p r o v i n c e .  No a n c i e n t  a u t h o r

supports  t h i s  s ta tem ent .

The p rob lem  i s  f u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e d  by th e  s t a t u s  o f  the

g o v e r n o r s  from 193 t o  213. B r i t a n n ia  Super io r  had two le g ions  and

was a c o n s u l a r  p r o v i n c e ,  and B r i t a n n i a  I n f e r i o r , having only one
. 29was governed  by an i n d i v i d u a l  o f  p r a e t o r i a n  r a n k .  However, as 

s t a t e d  above, t h e  p r a e t o r i a n  g o v e rn o r  d id  n o t  a p p e a r  u n t i l  213,  

which in d i c a t e s  t h a t  B r i t a i n  could have been d iv ided in 197 and both

27
"A n ton ine  I t i n e r a r y " ,  in Place-Names o f  Roman B r i t a i n , t r a n s .  by 

A.L.F.  Rive t  and Colin Smith (London: B.T. Batsfo rd  L t d . ,  1979),
„ I t e r  I , I I ,  V, V I I I ,  pp. 155,157,158,162,167.

R . I .B .  v o l .  1.1235.
S i r  George Clark gen. ed. The Oxford H is to ry  of  England 16 vo ls .  
(O x fo rd :  The C la rendon  P re s s ,  1975) Vol. IB: Roman B r i t a i n  by
R.C. Collingwood and J .N.L .  Myers p. 173.
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p r o v i n c e s  governed by one consu la r  governor.  This  had happened in

Syr ia  a f t e r  Severus d iv ided  i t .  The p r o v i n c e  had c o n t i n u e d  to  be
31

governed by a s in g l e  p ro c u ra to r .  B r i t a i n ,  too,  could have remained
32a s i n g l e  p r o c u r a t o r  s h i p  u n t i l  S eve rus 1 a r r i v a l  in  207/208.  Thus

the aim of Roman po l i cy  in  B r i t a i n ,  1 9 7 -2 0 7 ,  was t o  g a i n  m i l i t a r y

s t a b i l i t y ,  s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  g o v e r n o r s  a p p o i n t e d  by Severus spent

t h e i r  time in  those a r e a s  h a r d  h i t  i n  197,  i . e .  t h e  P e n n in e s  and

H a d r i a n ' s  Wall,  where the t a s k  r e q u i re d  exper ience .  The appearance

o f  M. A n t i u s  C r e s c e n s  C a lp u rn ia n u s  as iu r i d i c u s  B r i t a n n ia e  in 202

marks an i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  j u d i c i a l  a f f a i r s  and the  governo r ' s  need 

33f o r  help ;  A lb inus '  adherents  were coming to  t r i a l ,  the m i l i t a r y  was 

r eo rgan ized ,  and the prov ince  d iv ided .  I t  was an enormous t a s k  f o r  

one i n d i v i d u a l ,  y e t  Severus '  conquest was perhaps re c e n t  enough to 

warrant  cau t ion  and the  use o f  one s t r o n g ,  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  and l o y a l  

s u p p o r t e r  t o  g overn  t h e  two new p r o v i n c e s  u n t i l  s t a b i l i t y  was 

achieved.

The t i t l e  " l e g a t e "  i s  i m p o r t a n t  in d e f i n i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

d i v i s i o n  o f  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  a f f a i r s .  The l e g a t e  o f  l e g io  VI 

d i d  n o t  c a l l  h im se l f  governor u n t i l  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  c.  213. There a re  

th ree  governors who show t h i s :  Q. Antonius I s a u r i c u s ,  who i s  named

q n
A . J .  Graham. "The D iv is io n  of  B r i t a i n , "  J .R .S .  56 1966: 93-

31 94.
I b i d . , p. 94.

33 I b i d -
Salway, Roman B r i t a i n  1A, p. 227.
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34i n  a d e d i c a t i o n  a t  York put  up by h i s  w ife  Sosia  Juncina ,  Cl.

Hieronymianus named on the  noted Serap is  i n s c r i p t i o n  found under the
3 5  .

Old Rai l  S t a t i o n ,  and L. Junius V ic to r in u s  F lavius  Cael ianus  noted

on a d e d i c a t i o n  a t  t h e  west  end o f  H a d r i a n ' s  Wall  " f o r  s u c c e s s

36a c r o s s  th e  f r o n t i e r . "  The l a s t  one i s  q u e s t i o n a b l e  i n  t im e ;  

however, the two former names are placed a t  c.  211-213 b eca u se  th e y  

a r e  l e g a t e s  in  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n .  This  could be due to the presence 

of  the emperor and h i s  sons C a rac a l l a  and Geta.

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Geta and C a ra c a l l a  were the co-governors of

the province, with the legate serving as the second in command. Geta
. . 3 7

was p la c e d  in  c h a r g e  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a f f a i r s  of  the empire as
38w e l l  as the c i v i l i a n  government o f  the two B r i t i s h  provinces  under 

the d i r e c t i o n  o f  the j u r i s t  Papin ian .  This f u r t h e r  h e l p s  to  p rove  

t h a t  p r io r  to  the a r r i v a l  of  Severus,  a s i n g le  governor watched over 

both provinces.  C a ra c a l l a ,  because of  h i s  un trus tw or thy  c h a r a c t e r ,  

was kept  with  the emperor as second in  command of the m i l i t a r y .  This 

was d eno ta t ive  o f  the d i v i s i o n  of  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  r o l e s  in  the 

t h i r d  c e n t u r y .  The a r r i v a l  o f  Calpurnianus f u r t h e r  he lps  to subs­

t a n t i a t e  the Severan d i v i s i o n ,  s ince  he served as a j u d i c i a l  a ide  to  

t h e  g o v e rn o r  i n  c i v i l i a n  a f f a i r s ,  w h i le  Severus had f u l l  charge of  

m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s  in  r e g a r d  to  A l b i n u s '  s u p p o r t e r s .  S eve rus  had

Royal Commission on H i s t o r i c a l  Monuments (R.C.H.M.) An Invento ry  
o f  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Monuments i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  Y o rk . 4 v o l s .  

( L e i c e s t e r :  Her M a je s ty ' s  S t a t i o n e r y  O ff ice  (H.M.S.O.),  1962) Vol
__ 1: "Eboracum", p . 116.
~  I b i d . ,  p. 119.
^  R . I .B .  v o l .  1.2034.

Herodian 3 :14 .9 .
3 8  Ib id .
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d i v i d e d  t h e  p r o v i n c e  in  two; why n o t  d i v i d e  th e  a u t h o r i t y  f o r

a d d i t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y ?  York served the dual r o l e  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e

h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  em pire  and m i l i t a r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  the

Severan army. I f  York had not been recognized  p r i o r  to  207,  s u r e l y

a t  t h e  t ime o f  t h e  im p e r ia l  v i s i t  i t  was the p r o v in c i a l  c a p i t a l  of

Britannia Inferior.

S e v e r u s '  d i v i s i o n  o f  B r i t a i n  d id  n o t  g iv e  t h e  n o r t h e r n

prov ince i t s  own governor immediately,  s i n c e  R o m a n iz a t io n  was no t

w id e s p re a d  beyond York .  Only with  the  dep a r tu re  of  C a ra c a l l a  and

Geta i n  211 was the l e g a t e  named g o v e r n o r .  Thus i n  213 G. J u l i u s

Marcus marked an advance in  Romanizat ion as the f i r s t  such recorded

governor.  By 220 T ib e r iu s  Claudius Pau linus  r e p re s e n te d  the n o r t h ' s

acceptance of  Rome's c o n t ro l  and the s t a b i l i t y  i t  gave and was given
39t h e  h i g h e r  t i t l e  o f  l e g .  Aug. p r . p r . p ro v .  [B] r i t a n n i a e . The

i m p e r i a l  v i s i t  had served as the c a t a l y s t  to  the  r i s e  of  York as an

important  p o l i t i c a l  c e n t e r .  I t  c o u ld  a l s o  be s a i d  t h a t  Rome was 

remembering the t ragedy o f  the Boudiccan r e b e l l i o n ,  which was caused 

by too many changes in too shor t  a time by Rome. Northern B r i t a i n ' s  

t r i b e s  co u ld  have  rem a in ed  unde r  l o c a l  c o n t r o l  t h ro u g h  c i v i t a s  

c a p i t a l s  to  p revent  problems with York 's  g radual  r i s e  of  power.

Any f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s io n  of  the p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e s  i s  very l im i ted

and genera l .  Because o f  an i n s c r i p t i o n  mentioned above in  regard  to
. 40York as a c a p i t a l ,  i t  i s  known t h a t  s e v i r  Augusta l i s  were p r e s e n t .

T h i s  r e s p e c t  to w ard s  t h e  e m p e r o r ' s  c u l t  does i n d i c a t e  a g r e a t e r  

3 9
, n Collingwood, Roman B r i t a i n  IB, p. 161.

C o u r te a u l t ,  " I n s c r i p t i o n  a t  Bordeaux": 102-103.
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a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  Roman p o l i t i c a l  system. However, i n s c r i p t i o n s

towards the o th e r  o f f i c e s  j u s t  do n o t  e x i s t .  The p r e s e n c e  o f  the
. 41l u n d i c  1  i s  a t t e s t e d  above and had been p resen t  s ince  Agr ico la .

D e c u r io n e s  i n  York a r e  seen  in  f o u r  i n s c r i p t i o n s .  One i s  the

tom bstone  o f  a w i f e  o f  a d e c u r i o n ,  A e l i a  Severa,  descr ibed  as an
42

hones ta  femina, an u n o f f i c i a l  t i t l e  fo r  women o f  the c u r i a l  c l a s s .

T. P e r p e t ( u i u s )  and A e te rn ( iu s )  both he ld  t h i s  o f f i c e ,  as t h e i r  in -
. 43s c n p t i o n  on a r e c o n s t r c u t e d  temple to  Hercules  r e v e a l s .  F lav ius

44 45 . .B e l l a t o r  and C l a ( u d i u s )  F l o r e n t in u s ,  on se p a ra t e  i n s c r i p t i o n s ,

r e p re s e n t  the t h i r d  c e n t u r y  r i s e  o f  n a t i v e  B r i t o n s  t o  p o l i t i c a l

p o s i t i o n s  in  t h e  n o r t h  dur ing the Severan per iod .  For o the r  bas ic

o f f i c e s  t h e i r  e x i s t a n c e  i s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  a c c e p t e d  as p a r t  o f  a l l

" u r b a n  com muni t ies  e i t h e r  Roman in  o r i g i n  or ( i n  theory  a t  l e a s t )
46complete ly Romanized."

S e v e ru s  was s u c c e s s fu l  w i th in  n o r th e rn  B r i t a i n  in e s t a b l i s h i n g

o r d e r ,  as  an i n s c r i p t i o n  d e d i c a t e d  t o  V i c t o r y  by a l e g i o n a r y
4 7

commander, L. J u l i u s  J u l i a n u s ,  found near  Hexham in d i c a t e s .  The
. 48success  was important  enough to be in s c r i b e d  in I t a l y  a t  In teramna,

perhaps in  r e c o g n i t io n  of  the  impor tance  o f  t h e  new p r o v i n c e .  In

206 t h e  governor ,  L. Alfenus Senecio,  recorded m i l i t a r y  c o n t ro l  and

41
,„ Collingwood, Roman B r i t a i n  IB, p. 162.
, ,  R.C.H.M. Eboracum, p. 128.
, ,  I b i d . ,  p. 119 
. ,  I b i d . ,  p. 130.

Anthony B i r l e y ,  The P e o p le  o f  Roman B r i t a i n  (London: B.T.
, ,  Ba ts fo rd  L t d . ,  1979), p. 119.

I b i d . ,  p. 166.
R.I .B .  vo l .  1. 1138.

4  C . I .L .  vo l .  11. 4182.
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49 . . 'success beyond H ad r ian ' s  Wall; however, w i th in  a year  Senecio sen t

word t h a t  "an im per ia l  e x p e d i t i o n "  was r e q u i r e d  to  h o l d  n o r t h e r n

B r i t a i n .  Both Dio and Herodian d e s c r ib e  Severus as welcoming the

o p p o r t u n i t y  to  campaign. He had a l re a d y  earned the t i t l e  imperator

f o r  m i l i t a r y  s u c c e s s  t h a t  f i rmly  e s t a b l i s h e d  him on the  th rone ,  so

i t  was not  as though he f e l t  h i s  power s l i p p i n g .  N o r th e r n  B r i t a i n

in  th e  p a s t  had s e r v e d  as a t r a i n i n g  ground fo r  previous emperors,

and perhaps Severus wished to  use i t  in  t h i s  manner to  p r e p a r e  h i s

. 51sons to  r u l e .

Severus re fu s ed  any o f f e r s  of  peace from the no r the rn  neighbors

and proceeded to B r i t a i n ,  ga the r ing  troops  from prov inces a lo n g  t h e  

52way. The army was o f  such  a s i z e  t h a t  some have desc r ibed  the 

Emperor 's  i n t e n t i o n s  as A g r i c o l a n :  a r e t u r n  t o  th e  i d e a  o f  t o t a l  

c o n q u e s t  o f  n o r th e rn  B r i t a i n .  I t  i s  eq u a l ly  p o s s ib le  t h a t  Severus,  

who knew h i s  h e a l th  was f a i l i n g ,  wanted one l a s t  m i l i t a r y  v i c t o r y .  

For  w ha teve r  reason ,  Severus decided to  go to B r i t a i n ,  t a k in g  along 

with him the im per ia l  c o u r t ,  h i s  w i f e ,  J u l i a  Domna, and two s o n s ,  

in d i c a t in g  the v i s i t  was not to  be s h o r t .

P r i o r  to  t h e  i m p e r i a l  v i s i t  i n  t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  o n ly  

v i s i b l e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  i n f l u e n c e  in York was a Roman-style govern­

ment. In the second century  the  c i v i l i a n  s e t t l e m e n t  across  the  River 

Ouse from th e  l e g i o n a r y  f o r t r e s s  had a c h i e v e d  the  s t a t u s  o f  a

c? Dio 76 .10 .6 .  
Herodian 3 :14 .1 .  
Dio 77 .11 .1 .  
Herodian 3 :14 .4 .
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m u n ic ip iu m ; a community t a k e n  in to  the s t a t e  from w i thou t .  The 

p e o p l e  in  g e n e r a l  had Roman c i t i z e n s h i p  or  a t  l e a s t  had the L a t in  

f r a n c h i s e .  This served to  i n i t i a t e  a government s im i l a r  t o  t h a t  in  

Rome. There  was a q u a s i - s e n a t e  c a l l e d  an ordo where members were 

d e c u r i o n e s  and e x - m a g i s t r a t e s .  I t  was a permanent execu t ive  body 

c o n s u l t e d  by t h e  e l e c t e d  m a g i s t r a t e s ,  t h e  q u o t t u o r v i r i . Upon 

becoming a co lo n ia  the only change was in  the m a g is t r a te s  who became 

d u o v i r i . T h e r e f o r e ,  in  looking a t  York as the lead ing  town of  the 

n o r th ,  one can say t h a t  i t  had been Romanized in  government.

The s t a t u s  o f  t h e  n o r t h  as a s e p a r a t e  p r o v i n c e  r e q u i r e d  a 

number o f  p o l i t i c a l  changes,  changes th a t  improved the p o s i t i o n  of 

the n a t iv e s  and brought peace to the no r th .  This  new s t a b i l i t y  took 

p e o p l e  f u r t h e r  n o r th ,  forming new s e t t l e m e n t s  t h a t  grew i n t o  towns. 

J u s t  as  such well  known t r i b a l  c h i e f s  as C u n e o b e l in u s  and C a r t i -  

mandua r e t a i n e d  h i g h  p o s i t i o n s  under Rome, i t  i s  ev ident  th a t  the 

l o c a l  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  th e  t h i r d - c e n t u r y  l e d  t h e  o rdo  in  th e  new 

tow ns .  The towns and t h e i r  government  were p a r t  o f  the Severan 

po l i cy  to  p r o t e c t  the f r o n t i e r s  o f  t h e  em p i re ,  bu t  p e r h a p s  in  t h e  

case o f  no r the rn  B r i t a i n  Serverus made the province  an o f f i c i a l  pa r t  

of  the  Roman Empire.

53 R.C.H.M., Eboracum, p. 36.
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CHAPTER IV

YORK AND ITS SETTLEMENTS: AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL APPROACH

York had r i s e n  from t h e  r a n k s  and expanded beyond t h e  sm a l l

c an a b ae  t h a t  grew o u t s i d e  th e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  f o r t r e s s .  With the

second  c e n t u r y  a town began to  grow a c r o s s  the r i v e r ,  bu t  showed

l i t t l e  i n d i c a t i o n  of  advancing in to  a major p r o v in c i a l  c e n t e r .  The

a r r i v a l  of the  Im p er ia l  Court c re a te d  a new importance for  the  town.

The same th in g  had happened a t  Carnuntum on the  Danube under  Marcus

A u r e l i u s  d u r i n g  th e  Marcomannic Wars ,  A.D. 172 -174 .*  T h e r e ,  a

l e g i o n a r y  f o r t r e s s  and municipium e x i s t e d  and housed the emperor 's

army and Court du r ing  the wars. Along with the d i s t i n g u i s h e d  honor
2o f  th e  im p e r ia l  v i s i t ,  Carnuntum a l s o  rece ived  an im per ia l  pa lace .

Y ork ,  t o o ,  r ece ived  a pa la t ium or  domus p a l a t i n a  as i s  mentioned in

3 . .the  L i f e  of  Severus . The c o n s t ru c t io n  of  a pa lace  in York poss ib ly

i n i t i a t e d  the change from timber housing of  the second cen tu ry  to  a

g r e a t e r  use of  s tone and co n c re te ,  a f a c t  which marked the growth of

. 4the co lon ia  and o th e r  c i v i l i a n  a reas  m  the t h i r d  century .

The co lon ia  r e p re s e n te d  the f i n a l  s tage  of  urban development in 

t h e  Romaniz ing p r o c e s s ,  e m u la t i n g  Rome, which served as the model

„ Eu t ropius  Breviarum 8 .1 3 .1 .
3  I b id .
^ Lives of  the L a t e r  Ceasars Severus 22 .7 ,  p. 218. 

R.C.H.M. Eboracum. p . 9.
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and foundat ion of  Roman c i v i l i z a t i o n . ^  The t i t l e  was g ran ted  by the 

emperor: Colches te r  by Claudius ,  L incoln  by Domitian,  G l o u c e s t e r  by 

N erva ,  and York by Severus .  However, York r ep re s en ted  a d i f f e r e n t  

t y p e  o f  c o l o n i a . I n s t e a d  of  being a s e t t l em en t  for  Roman v e t e r a n s ,  

l i k e  the o th e r  co lon iae  of  B r i t a i n  and the Empire, York's  popu la t ion  

was d i v e r s e  and c o - e x i s t e d  w i th  the m i l i t a r y  beyond the w al l s  of  

the le g ionary  f o r t r e s s .  The l a t t e r  s e r v e d  as t h e  c e n t e r  f o r  o t h e r  

c o l o n i a e  when the  m i l i t a r y  depart ed .  The r e t r e a t  to H ad r ian ' s  Wall 

i n  t h e  second  c e n t u r y  kept  York as the  major m i l i t a r y  c e n t e r  while 

York's  c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  grew to  p r o f i t  from th e  needs  o f  t h e  

m i l i t a r y .

Under the emperor Severus both m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  a rea s  made 

p o l i t i c a l  advancements and, though c o n t ro l l e d  by th e  same i m p e r i a l  

l e g a t e ,  th e y  r e m a in e d  s ep a ra te  u n i t s  d iv ided  by the River Ouse and 

func t ion ing  w i th in  the new province .  La te r  on in  the t h i r d  cen tury ,  

t h e  emperor D i o c l e t i a n  o f f i c i a l l y  s epa ra ted  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  

government throughout the empire,  but the re  a re  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  i n  

B r i t a i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d iv i s i o n  occurred  e a r l i e r .  Since the Boudic- 

can  r e b e l l i o n  Rome had a l low ed  t h e  B r i t o n s  c e r t a i n  p o l i t i c a l  

p r i v i l e g e s  t o  c r e a t e  p e a c e .  York d i d  no t  have a l a rge  number of  

r e f in e d  l e g io n a r i e s  among i t s  c i v i l i a n s  and ye t  became a c o l o n i a . I t  

could have been ye t  ano ther  im per ia l  means of  pac i fy ing  the no r the rn  

n a t iv e s  by g iv ing  t h e i r  town an im per ia l  t i t l e  and s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  

while  i t  was s t i l l  r e s p o n s ib le  to the l e g a te  in  the f o r t r e s s  who, no

H a v e r f i e l d ,  R o m a n i z a t i o n , p.  14;  T a c i t u s  Annals  2 : 1 2 . 2 7 ;
Agr ico la  14 and 32.
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doubt,  kept  a c lo se  watch on the growing s e t t l e m e n t s .

There were th ree  types of  c i v i l i a n  s e t t l e m e n t s  p r e s e n t  o u t s i d e  

t h e  f o r t r e s s  a t  York:  d i r e c t l y  o u t s id e  the f o r t r e s s  th e re  was the

f i r s t  ex t ramura l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  c en t e r in g  on the s ou theas t  c o r n e r ,  th e  

c a n a b a e ; the  c o lo n ia  i t s e l f  on the west bank of  the River Ouse; and 

t h e  suburban  s i t e s  which lay south of  modern-day Micklegate ba r ,  as 

w e l l  as to  the  southwest  and nor thwest  o f  the canabae. Each one of  

t h e s e  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of the urban popu la t ion .  Within the 

canabae  l i v e d  th e  d i v e r s e  e l em en t  o f  t r a d e r s  and merchants  from 

G au l ,  Germany,  S p a i n ,  and I t a l y ;  the  co lo n ia  housed some le g ionary  

v e t e r a n s  and a l a r g e r  number o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  a r i s t o c r a c y ;  in  the 

su b u rb a n  r e g i o n s  l i v e d  t h e  R o m a n o - B r i t i s h  e l e m e n t  o f  r e t i r e d  

s o l d i e r s ,  who im m ig ra ted  to  th e  p r o v i n c e ,  and n a t i v e  f a r m e r s .  

Together these  th ree  a reas  provided th e  n e c e s s a r y  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  a 

Roman u rban  c e n t e r  r e q u i r e d :  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  m e r c h a n t s ,  and

farmers.

I t  was n o t  i n  t h e  t h i r d - c e n t u r y  t h a t  each  of  the above came

in to  ex i s t e n c e .  The i r  b e g i n n i n g s  can  be t r a c e d  back t o  t h e  l a t e

f i r s t  o r  e a r l y  second  cen tury .  The canabae was the e a r l i e s t  s e t -  

6t l e m e n t ,  made up o f  the t r a d i t i o n a l  camp fo l lowers  who so ld  t h e i r  

wares in crude huts  near  the p ro tec ted  f o r t r e s s .  This a r e a  and the  

c o l o n i a  were b u i l t  o v e r  h e a v i l y  i n  t h e  post-Roman p e r io d s ,  thus 

l i m i t i n g  knowledge  o f  b o th  s e t t l e m e n t s .  However, r ece n t  archaeo­

l o g i c a l  excavations  by the  York Archaeologica l  T r u s t  ( Y .A .T . )  have

^ " S i t e s  Review," In t e r i m  2 no. 3 (1975): 11.
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produced new in formation .

The Canabae

Between the d e c l in e  of  the Roman occupat ion  in  A.D. 410 and the

rise of the Scandanavian settlements in 860 ,  there is no sign of

d i s t u r b a n c e  on the  f i f t y  c e n t i m e t e r s  o f  s o i l  t h a t  d i v i d e  th e

p e r i o d s . ^  I t  appears  th a t  the Anglo-Saxons, who a r r iv e d  a f t e r  410,

preferred the higher ground surrounding the modern day York Minster.

T here  w ere ,  however, major in t r u s i o n s  in the  canabae in  the form of

t h e  numerous deep  c e s s  and s to rage  p i t s  o f  the Middle Ages. Where

these  p i t s  d id  n o t  e x i s t  t h e  f i f t y  c e n t i r a e n t e r s  o f  s t e r i l e  s o i l

protects information of the Roman canabae.

In one case numerous fragments of decorated and stamped Samian

ware were found da t in g  to the l a t e  f i r s t  or e a r l y  second c e n t u r y  in
8t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  t r e n c h e s  o f  what  was a wooden b u i l d i n g .  Unfor­

t u n a t e l y ,  the presence of  p o t t e r i e s  w i th in  the  f i l l  of  the t r e n c h e s  

makes t h e i r  use as d a t a b l e  e v i d e n c e  u n c e r t a i n .  This  i s  a common 

problem throughout the a rea .  On the o the r  hand, th e re  a re  t r e n c h e s  

on th e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of  the Coppergate s i t e  th a t  i n d i c a t e  a 

very  e a r l y  Roman beginning  of  t h e canabae , p o s s ib ly  as e a r l y  as A.D. 

71 when P e t i l i u s  C e r i a l i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  the Ninth Legion a t  York. Some 

of  the se  by s t a i n  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Roman timber bu i ld ings  once occupied 

t h i s  s i t e  in  the e a r l y  Roman per iod .

g Richard H a l l ,  "Coppergate ,"  In te r im  8  no. 2 (March 1982): 22-24.
R ic h a r d  H al l ,  "The Romans a t  Coppergate,"  In te r im  9 no. 1 (March 
1983): 31.
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In  th e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  s o u th w e s t  p o r t i o n  o f  the same s i t e  the

remains of  two stone s t r u c t u r e s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  a l a t e r  p e r i o d  were
9 .found .  One s t r u c t u r e  a p p e a r s  t o  have  been nea r ly  t h n r y  meters

long and subdivided in to  s e v e ra l  rooms. Again, t h e r e  i s  a l a c k  o f

e v i d e n c e  f o r  a c c u r a t e  d a t i n g .  I n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e r e  a r e  no f l o o r

l e v e l s  remaining th a t  c o u ld  p r o v i d e  a c l u e  to  t h e  p u rp o s e  of  t h e

bu i ld in g  or  i t s  d a t e .  I t  could be T ra j a n ic ,  r e p re s e n t in g  the f i r s t

s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  bu t  t h e  w id th  o f  t h e  w a l l s  and s i z e  o f  t h e

b u i l d i n g  would i n d i c a t e  a much l a t e r  per iod .  To the nor thwest  of

these  bu i ld in g s  an answer can be found.  Here a s e t  o f  inhum at ion

g r a v e s  were  found d a t i n g  to the l a t e  t h i r d  or  e a r ly  fou r th  cen tury

by coins found in them. The above bu i ld ings  a re  lower on the  s i t e ,

lower  in  d e p t h  and lower  by th e  s lope of  the s i t e . ^  All  could be

from the same pe r iod ,  but  the lower d e p t h  o f  th e  b u i l d i n g ' s  co u ld

da te  them to the e a r l i e r  h a l f  of  the century .

I f  the e a r l i e r  da te  i s  t r u e ,  then i t  shows improvements in  t h e  

b u i l d i n g s  o f  th e  c a n a b a e . The width o f  a w a l l  nea r ly  f o r t y  c e n t i ­

m e te r s  i n d i c a t e s  a b u i l d i n g  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  s i z e ,  and the use of  

s tone  r e f l e c t s  the r e s t r u c t u r i n g  t h a t  took p lace  th roughout York i n  

t h e  f i r s t  two d e c a d e s  o f  the t h i r d  cen tu ry .  Th is ,  combined with a 

look a t  the in formation  on the Scandanavian s e t t l e m e n t ,  which showed 

walkways lead ing  down to the River  Foss behind the Coppergate shops, 

h e l p s  t o  p rove  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  was t h e  dock a r e a  w i t h  the  above

I b i d . , p. 32.
R i c h a r d  H a l l ,  " C o p p e r g a t e , "  I n t e r i m  8  no. 1 (December 1981):
25-29.
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b u i l d i n g s  as p o s s i b l e  w a r e h o u s e s . *  ̂ The F o s s ,  i n  t h e s e  e a r l i e r

p e r io d s ,  was wider and, as today,  a calmer r i v e r  than the Ouse,  and

hence was more a c c e s s i b l e  fo r  docks.

Although the in fo rmation  in t h i s  a rea  i s  very l im i t e d ,  the re  i s

evidence t h a t  can show the t h i r d  cen tu ry  growth and improvements o f

t h e  c a n a b a e . For one th ing ,  the s e t t l e m e n t  was not  l im i ted  to j u s t

t h e  t r i a n g u l a r  s e c t i o n  be tween the Foss and Ouse. The se t t lem en t

expanded f u r t h e r  along the  roads t h a t  ran p a r a l l e l  with the f ront  o f
12the fortress from Clifton m  the west to the Guildhall and Foss

13 .River  in  the e a s t .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  fragments make up the m a jo r i ty  of

the remains,  c o n s i s t i n g  of  w a l l s ,  c a p i t a l s ,  and f l a g s to n e s  from what
14

a r e  considered to be s u b s t a n t i a l  b u i ld in g s .

At the modern day ju n c t io n  of  S p u r r i e r g a t e  and High O u se g a te ,

which  was a l s o  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  two Roman r o a d s ,  b u t  on a more

n o r t h w e s t e r l y  a l i g n m e n t ,  was found a t h i r d  century  b a t h h o u s e . ^  A

second-cen tury  necked j a r  found i n  a w a l l  o f  t h e  b a t h h o u s e  i s  a

s o l i d  p iece o f  evidence th a t  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  was a p a r t  o f  the t h i r d -

century development. The use of the necked-jar in the wall with no

t h i r d - c e n t u r y  p o t t e r y  o r  c o i n s  found with i t  in  the w all  or f loo r
16provide the l a t e r  da te  o f  the c o n s t ru c t io n .

* * R ic h a rd  H a l l ,  " S i t e s  Review -  C o p p e r g a t e " ,  I n t e r i m  6  no. 3 
(December 1979) :  10-12 ;  H a l l ,  "Coppergate," .  I n te r im  8  no. 2:

1 2  17" 18-David Brinklow, "Romans Under the R a f t , "  I n t e r i m  7 no. 4 (August 
.  1981): 16.

R.C.H.M. Eboracum p. 65.
. I b i d . , pp. 59-61.

I b i d . ,  pp. 59-60.
1 6  I b i d . ,  p. 59.
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F o l lo w in g  s t r a i g h t  down Road Five  to the southwest corner  of

the f o r t r e s s  t h e r e  i s  a s e t  o f  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  a re  c l e a r l y  t h i r d

c e n t u r y  i n  d a t e .  One o r i g i n a l l y  s a t  on p r e - F l a v i a n  and l a t e r

Flavian  al ignments ,  and evidence has been produced t o  show f u r t h e r

a l t e r a t i o n  to the Severan al ignment in the e a r l y  years  of  the  th i rd

century .  I t  con ta ined  numerous t i l e s  s tamped LEG VI SEV, and th e

f l o o r  had a s c a t t e r  of  c o i n s  from the time of  Septimius Severus,

J u l i a  Mamaea, E l a g a b a l u s ,  amd V a l e r i a n  on t h e  to p  o f  i t . ^  The

number and v a r i e t y  o f  t h i r d - c e n t u r y  c o i n s  w i t h  none  l a t e r  tha n

V aler ian ,  A.D. 260, shows th a t  the  b u i l d in g  was used a t  the e a r l i e s t

in the  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  the t h i r d  cen tu ry .  At some time a f t e r  260 th e

b u i l d i n g  was d e m o l i s h e d  and a ro a d  p u t  o v e r  i t  and t h e  o t h e r
18b u i l d i n g s  n e a r  i t .  Resur fac ing  of  the l a t e  t h i r d - c e n t u r y  road is  

seen by the  fo u r th - c e n tu r y  m a t e r i a l s  found on to p .  There  a r e  no 

o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  t h a t  l e f t  b e h in d  as  s u f f i c i e n t  

evidence as t h e  one d i s c u s s e d  above .  I t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and d e s ­

t r u c t i o n  d a t e s  a re  assumed to be t y p i c a l  for  the  a r e a ,  r e p re s e n t in g  

the t h i r d - c e n t u r y  need for  s to r a g e ,  and a l s o ,  in  the second h a l f  o f  

th e  c e n t u r y  and t h e  e a r l y  f o u r t h ,  the  need fo r  wider and improved 

roads.

Between t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  l a y  numerous o t h e r s .  The Royal 

Commission s tu d y  o f  a r c h a e o l o i g c a l  s i t e s  in  York d e s c r i b e s  n in e  

b u i l d i n g  s i t e s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  which  were m u l t i p l e  s t r u c t u r e

jg  " S i t e s  Review," I n te r im  2 no. 2 [1975]: 7.
R.C.H.M., Eboracum, p. 61.
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19 •s i t e s .  The i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  s l i g h t ,  b u t  t h e  s m a l l  s i z e  o f  the

. . 20b u i l d i n g s  would i n d i c a t e  workshops or  j u s t  shops t h a t  so ld  goods.

This,  combined with the work o f  the Yorkshire A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  T r u s t

a l o n g  th e  Coney S t r e e t  r i v e r  f r o n t  t h a t  revea led  r a i s e d  s t r u c t u r e s

of s u b s t a n t i a l  s i z e  w i t h  l a r g e  amounts o f  g r a i n  r e m n a n t s ,  which

ind ic a te s  a m e rc a n t i l e  a rea  because the se  bu i ld ings  were warehouses.

The s i t e  shows cont inuous use from th e  f i r s t  c e n t u r y  t h r o u g h  t h e

bu i ld ing  and r e b u i l d i n g  of  the warehouses; t h i r d - c e n t u r y  use i s  seen

in  t h e i r  e n l a r g e m e n t  o f  t h e s e .  They i n d i c a t e  Y o r k ' s  r o l e  o f
21supp l ie r  fo r  the n o r th ,  and c r e a t o r  of  any changes in  the canabae .

With th e  i n c r e a s e d  p o s i t i o n  o f  C o r b r id g e  in the l a t e  second

century  as a supply s t a t i o n  fo r  the m i l i t a r y  f r o n t i e r ,  York b u i l t  up

i t s  dock a r e a s  to  h o l d  g r e a t e r  amounts o f  goods to  s u p p ly  i t s

no r the rn  s t a t i o n .  Septimius Severus ,  in  h i s  i n t e n t i o n s  t o  i n c r e a s e

t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  C o r b r i d g e ,  t u r n e d  York i n t o  the  m a jo r  p o r t  and
22s h i p p i n g  s t a t i o n  f o r  B r i t a n n ia  I n f e r i o r . York was on a navigable  

r i v e r  so t h a t  when i t  housed  th e  i m p e r i a l  court  the emperor must 

have f e l t  i t  a waste o f  time to  unload goods a t  the e a r l i e r  p o r t  o f  

Brough-on-Humber f o r  reshipment to  York. I t  can thus be th eor ized  

th a t  imper ia l  needs led  to  the York c a n a b a e ' s e x p an d in g  i t s  dock ,  

s to rage ,  and t r a d e  a rea .

The makeup o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  in  the ext ramural  s e t t l e m e n t  was

19 t u - j

20  *I b i d . ,  pp. 60-61.
„ "S i t e s  Review," I n t e r i m  2 no. 3 [1975]: 8 .

E r i c  B i r l e y ,  Corbridge Roman S t a t i o n . (London: H.M.S.O., 1935),
p.  1 0 .
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o f  a m o t ley  group o f  merchants and tradesmen who leased land in the

t e r r i t o r i u m  l e g i o n i s , t h a t  which had been l e g a l l y  ass igned  to the

l e g i o n  in  g a r r i s o n .  These people were given use of  the land for  a

lus trum or f i v e - y e a r  per iod ,  land which inc luded a r a b l e ,  wooded, and
23

p a s t u r e  l a n d s  beyond  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t .  The simple community grad­

u a l l y  grew t o  r e s e m b l e  a town more th a n  a f a r m e r ' s  m a rke t  w i th  

s t r e e t s  and sound s t r u c t u r e s .  I n s c r i p t i o n s  to  var ious  gods found

• o u t s i d e  th e  s o u t h w e s t  g a t e  of  t h e  f o r t r e s s  i n d i c a t e  numerous

24s t r u c t u r e s  packed  t o g e t h e r .  P o p u l a t i o n  inc rease  and s t r u c t u r a l  

improvements i n  t h e  s econd  c e n t u r y  p o s s i b l y  l e d  to  t h e  t i t l e  o f  

v i c u s  b e i n g  g i v e n  t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  one which meant p o l i t i c a l  

advancement ;  p o s s i b l y  i t  was s e p a r a t e  from Eboracum a c r o s s  the 

r i v e r .

I n f o r m a t i o n  on the a rea  i s  found only in fragments,  but  never­

t h e l e s s  prov ides  enough d e s c r i p t i v e  evidence a b o u t  t h e  community.  

The t h i r d - c e n tu r y  fragments fo r  i t  are j u s t  as r a r e  but do r ep re sen t

a prosperous  community. Found in  modern day F i s h e rg a t e ,  a f u n e r a r y
25

monument o f  a l a d y ' s  p o r t r a i t - s t a t u e  i s  one example. The head is  

l i f e  s i z e ,  ten  in ches ,  with  her  h a i r  pa r ted  down the  midd le ,  waved,  

drawn back  o v e r  t h e  e a r s  and t u r n e d  up b e h in d  in  a c h i g n o n ,  a 

c o i f f u r e  common in  the  middle t h i r d  century .  Two o the r  b u r i a l s  show 

p e o p le  o f  p o s i t i o n  and w e a l t h  found in  C a s t l e  Yard.  One o f  a 

cen tu r io n  with an e l a b o r a t e  i n s c r i p t i o n  on h i s  c o f f i n  d a t e d  t o  t h i s

23 R.C.H.M., Eboracum, p. 35. 
iZ I b i d . ,  p. 119.

I b i d . ,  p. 131.
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period by the t h i r d - c e n t u r y  a b b re v i a t i o n  Aur fo r  A ure l iu s ,  while a 

s econd  i s  of  t h e  w i f e  of  a c e n tu r io n ,  J u l i a  V ic t o r i n a ,  e l a b o r a t e l y  

carved and with i t s  monumental s t y l e  i n s c r i p t i o n  d a t i n g  i t  to t h e  

th i r d  c e n t u r y . ^

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  t h e r e  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  f i n d s  t h a t  show th a t

e l a b o ra te  s t r u c t u r e s  must have e x i s t e d .  Most o f  the carved stone i s

from h i g h l y - d e c o r a t e d  monumental tombs. Bootham and C l i f t o n  both

have produced c a r v i n g s  o f  s e a  m o n s t e r s ,  s p h i n x e s ,  D io s c u ru s  and 
28hunting  scenes ,  a l l  s igns  of  a person of  wea lth.

S in c e  S everus  was a l s o  in  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e b u i l d i n g  th e

f o r t r e s s  fo r  an en la rged  m i l i t a r y  r o l e ,  a c l o s e r ,  l a r g e r  supply base

was needed.  With such a massive bu i ld ing  p r o j e c t  r i g h t  n e x t  d o o r ,

i t  i s  h a rd  to b e l i e v e  t h a t  the canabae would not  have p r o f i t e d  from

t h e  army and t h a t  m e r c h a n t s  would no t  have  improved t h e i r  own

lodgings and shops.  The army rep re sen ted  a s teady  supply o f  money.

Thus ,  where  c ru d e  h u t s  once e x i s t e d  w a l l s  of  cu t  s tone  sprang up

from concre te  founda t ions .  These t y p i f i e d  the  S e v e ra n  p e r i o d ;  some
29even housed  m o s a i c s  which cov e re d  t h e  fo rm er  d i r t  f l o o r s .  The 

canabae became an organized  wel l  s t r u c t u r e d  community.

The Colonia

A cro s s  t h e  R i v e r  Ouse was the  c o l o n i a . T h i s  was the  Roman 

Eboracum. In  i t  l a y  th e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  B r i t a n n i a  I n f e r i o r , which

2 7  I b i d . ,  p. 129-130.
„ I b i d . , p. 130.
* I b i d . ,  pp. 78, 122,126,127,128.

I b i d . ,  p. 59.
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r e p r e s e n t e d  th e  most  Romanized element in  the no r th .  The presence 

o f  t h e  i m p e r i a l  f a m i l y  and c o u r t  in  t h e  co lon ia  must have had an 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  impact to go along with  the new p o l i t i c a l  r o l e .

A r c h i t e c tu r a l  improvements must have played a p a r t  i n  S e v e r u s 1 

v i s i t  t o  York and th e  n o r t h ,  s in c e  they did in  o the r  towns in the
. . 3 0  .p r o v i n c e s  t h a t  he v i s i t e d .  His w ife ,  J u l i a  Domna and cour t  could

not be expected to  l i v e  i n  m i l i t a r y  h o u s in g  i n  t h e  f o r t r e s s .  In

S e v e r u s '  b io g r a p h y  t h e r e  i s  t h e  m e n t io n  of  a domus p a l a t i n a , the

b u i l d i n g  o f  which does  n o t  seem u n l i k e l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  Marcus

A u re l iu s '  Marcomanni Wars of  A.D. 172-174, are compared t o  S e v e r u s '

wars  in  S c o t l a n d .  Marcus A u r e l i u s  to o k  h i s  c o u r t  w i t h  him to

Carnuntum where he had a p a l a c e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  town t h a t  was

31n e a r  the  f o r t r e s s .  T h i s  p r o b a b l y  i n f l u e n c e d  S e v e r u s '  t r i p  to 

no r the rn  B r i t a i n .

The r e i g n  of  Severus was the s t a r t  o f  a g r e a t  b u i ld in g  program 

throughout York th a t  c l e a r l y  marked the beg inn ing  o f  a new p e r i o d .  

The Roman ro a d  to  C a l c a r i a  ( T a d c a s t e r )  t h a t  en te red  the  f o r t r e s s  

s t i l l  served as the main ax is  fo r  the  c i v i l  town, b u t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

was now done on an al ignment d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  of  the F lav ian  and 

Antonine p e r io d s .  Archaeo log ica l  evidence has produced s i g n i f i c a n t  

f i n d s  to  p rove  t h i s ;  t h e  R.C.H.M. volume on Eboracum and the  

Y . A . T . ' s  q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t s  i n  I n t e r i m  a r e  the  primary records  of  

such  i n f o r m a t i o n .  However,  t h e  f i n d s  a r e  n o t  as  numerous as 

h i s t o r i a n s  and a r c h a e o lo g i s t s  would l ik e  fo r  f u l l y  unders tanding  the

30 ;Lives of  the  L a t e r  Caesars, Severus 22 .1 ,  p. 223.
Eutropius  Breviarum 8.13.1
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Roman town.

A map o f  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  f i n d s  in the  town i s  p r o f i t a b l e
. 3 2

f o r  the number of  b u i ld in g s  found, but  they are only fragments.  Not

on ly  t h a t ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  road  sys tem  which 

f u r t h e r  l i m i t s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  a s i t e .  Modern c o n s t ru c t io n  

r e s t s  on top  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  and t h e  m a t t e r  i s  f u r t h e r  com­

p l i c a t e d  by having l a i d  out the roads of  today along the l i n e  o f  the 

Roman r o a d s .  There  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  v a r i a t i o n  among Roman, and 

medieval and modern. The few roads known prove t h i s .

The C a l c a r i a  Road to day  s e r v e s  as Toft  Green and Tanner Row,
3 3

e x c e p t  f o r  b e i n g  bowed in  t h e  m i d d l e .  M i c k l e g a t e ,  a medieval

s t r e e t ,  l i e s  on top  o f  a Roman road  t h a t  r a n  p a r a l l e l  to  the  

34p r e v i o u s  one .  T hese  two mark the  longes t  s t r e t c h e s  of  Roman road 

known in  t h e  a r e a .  O the r  f i n d s  can  o n ly  l e a d  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  to

assume t h a t  t h e  s m a l l  s t r e t c h e s  o f  c o b b l in g  ten f e e t  below North

35 36S t r e e t ,  or  the t h i c k  s tone works under B ishoph i l l  J u n i o r ,  o r  the

cobbled channel o f f  Tanner Row were Roman roads and t h a t  many more
3 7

a r e  y e t  to  be fo u n d .  Although such in formation  would more accur­

a t e l y  s u b s t a n t i a t e  pas t  and p resen t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  f i n d s ,  i t  does

n o t  d i m i n i s h  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  what i s  known, i . e .  t h a t  the th i rd
38cen tury  c rea ted  Eboracum, the c o l o n i a e .

32 R.C.H.M., Eboracum, pp. 48,50.  
^  I b i d . ,  p. 49.
Vt I b i d . ,  p.  50.

I b i d . ,  p. 51.
° I b id .

38 I b i d *I b i d . ,  p.  xxxiv.
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The domus P a l a t i n a  would have  been the s in g l e  most important

and l a r g e s t  s t r u c t u r e  in York. Only one such group o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l

f inds  so f a r  i s  cons idered  to be the  r o y a l  r e s i d e n c e .  I n  1839-40

and a g a in  in  1939 c o n s t r u c t i o n  done in the a re a  of  the  Old Railway
. . 39S t a t i o n  p ro d u ced  f r a g m e n t s  o f  v e r y  l a r g e  b u i l d i n g s .  One was a

b a th h o u se  t h a t  h e l d  a c a l d a r i u m  t h i r t y  f e e t  wide and over t h i r t y -

f i v e  f e e t  long,  second in s ize  only to  the one in B r i t a i n  a t  Huggin 

40H i l l ,  London. O r i g i n a l l y  t h i s  led to  the b e l i e f  t h a t  t h i s  complex 

was a p u b l i c  b a t h h o u s e ,  bu t  i t  i s  now v ie w e d ,  th ro u g h  W acher ' s  

s tudy ,  as the ro y a l  r e s idenc e .

C o nfus ion  i s  a m a jo r  problem with  the many b u i ld in g s  in t h i s

g roup  (34 R.C .H.M).  T h ree  o f  them a r e  b a t h s ,  inc lud ing  the c a l -
. 41dar ium  m e n t io n e d  above,  and each one has i t s  own s u i t e  o f  rooms.

Nearby  t h e r e  a r e  numerous s t r u c t u r e s  in va r ious  s t a t e s  co n ta in in g

poli shed  f lo o r s  of  t e s s e r a e ,  p l a s t e r e d  w a l l s ,  o r  l eve led  f l o o r s  o f

concre te ,  a l l  showing a s im i l a r  c o n s t r u c t io n  of  sands tone,  l imestone

. . 42and concre te .

D a t a b l e  ev idence  i s  not abundant among the remains.  There are 

no coins o r  p o t t e r y  from any pe r iod .  The use o f  w a t t l e  in  b u i l d i n g  

and the  s t a i n s  o f  t imber  s t r u c t u r e s  in the ground in d i c a t e  an e a r l y  

per iod  of  b u i l d in g ,  e a r l y  second cen tury ,  p o s s ib ly .  The most common 

f a c t o r  s h a r e d  by t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  i s  t h a t  t h e y  rem a in ed  on th e  

e a r l i e r  p e r i o d ' s  al ignment and did n o t  change from i t  even  in  t h e

3 9
Wacher, Towns, p. 156.

^  I b i d . ,  p.  156; R.C.H.M., Eboracum, pp. 55-56.
,_ R.C.H.M. Eboracum, pp. 54-55.

I b i d . , pp. 54-57.
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t h i r d  c e n t u r y .  I t  would a p p ea r  t h a t  ad d i t io n s  were made as time 

passed remaining p a r a l l e l  to  an o ld e r  road,  E ig h t  i n  t h e  R.C .H .M . ,  

and not  Ten.

A Mithraeum found f u r t h e r  nor th  i s  the  c l o s e s t  to t h i r d  cen tury
4 4

d a t i n g  a v a i l a b l e  and was on the  Road E igh t  al ignment.  Mithraism
. 4 5was i n t r o d u c e d  t o  B r i t a i n  by the  army in  the t h i r d  cen tu ry .  The

P e r s i a n  god had many d e v o t e e s  i n  the  army and a r r i v e d  in  th e

p r o v i n c e  with  the Severan fo rce s .  A Mithraeum found a t  Carrawburgh
46i n d i c a t e s  t h i s  by a d e d ic a t io n  date between 198-211 by the  p r e f e c t

o f  t h e  F i r s t  cohor t  o f  Batav ians ,  Aulus C luen t i s  Habitus of  Larinum
4 7  .

i n  I t a l y .  The r e l a t i o n  o f  the  Mithraeum to the o the r  s t r u c t u r e s  in

the group is  t h e  c o n c r e t e  f l o o r  t h a t  a p p e a r s  in  th e  b a t h s .  With 

S e v e ru s  b e in g  a d e v o t e e  of  the e a s t e r n  god, probably  in f luenced  by 

h i s  Syr ian  wife ,  t h i s  he lp s  to  accept  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  and th e  o t h e r s  

o f  s im i l a r  b u i ld ,  i . e . c o n c r e t e ,  as e a r l y  t h i r d  cen tury  and belonging 

to the supposed pa lace .

The rem nan ts  o f  a n o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  c o n s i s t  o f  the  remains of 

seven columns, l a b e l in g  i t  t h e  c o lo n n ad ed  b u i l d i n g .  I t  was d i s ­

co v e re d  on R a i lw ay  S t r e e t  i n  1898,  b u t  u n fo r tu n a t e ly ,  because of 

poor  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  e x c a v a t i o n  v e r y  l i t t l e  i s  known a b o u t  t h e  

b u i l d i n g .  A c c o r d in g  t o  Richmond the seven columns, th r e e  f e e t  in 

d iameter  and s i x  f e e t  a p a r t ,  r e p r e s e n t ,  "an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s o l e c i s m

, .  Wacher, Towns, p.  156.
.■c R.C.H.M. Eboracum, p. 57.
,g  Coll ingwood.  Roman B r i t a i n  IB, p. 263. 

Salway, Roman B r i t a i n  1A, p. 711. 
R . I .B .  vo l .  1. 1545.
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i n  t h e  form o f  a c e n t r a l  column in  the sho r t  s id e  where convention
48would r e q u i r e  on i n t e r c o l u m n a t i o n . "  I t  was s u r e l y  a s i z a b l e

49b u i l d in g ,  p o ss ib ly  a p u b l i c  b u i ld in g ,  such as a b a s i l i c a .  This was 

not  a common s t y l e  of a r c h i t e c t u r e  and could have  been  b u i l t  by an 

im per ia l  a r c h i t e c t  du r ing  the Emperor 's  s tay  or  s h o r t l y  a f t e r .

There i s  a problem in  da t in g  the b u i l d in g .  I t  was b u i l t  on a 

c l a y  and cobble founda t ion ,  common in the second cen tu ry ,  and in i t  

were found two hundred s i l v e r  co ins ,  f i f t e e n  of  which, w i th  Geta on 

them, were the  l a t e s t  in  d a t e . ^  A l a t e  second  c e n t u r y  d a t e  i s  

p o s s i b l e ,  which would s t i l l  p la ce  i t  in  the Severan e ra .  The c o i n s  

o f  G e ta ,  though n o t h i n g  i s  known o f  them to d a y ,  co u ld  have  co­

memorated h i s  ga in ing  th e  t i t l e  o f  C aesa r  i n  A.D. 198,  w i th  t h e  

b u i ld in g  b u i l t  to commemorate Severus '  success  over Albinus the year  

b e fo re .  The use o f  concre te  fo u n d a t io n s ,  t y p i c a l  o f  S eve ran  b u i l d  

i n g s , m igh t  not  have  been  common in  B r i t a i n  u n t i l  the Emperor 's 

a r r i v a l ,  which c o u ld  p l a c e  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  co lonnaded  

b u i ld in g  to  j u s t  p r i o r  to  t h a t  d a te .

A l ig n e d  on t h e  main  road  t h a t  e n t e r e d  t h e  f o r t r e s s  were the 

remains of  f ive  rooms of a house under Tof t  Green. Whoever owned i t  

was an in d iv id u a l  o f  some wea lth ,  as t h r e e  o f  the rooms had mosaics.

They were Jjn s i t u  in  va r ious  degrees o f  d i s r e p a i r .

The rooms were  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  s i z e . R o o m  one was e igh teen  

f e e t  square and sep a ra ted  from room two by a w a l l  f o u r t e e n  in c h e s

48 .., q R.C.H.M. Eboracum, p. x x x v n .
en I b i d . , p. 53.
S i  I b i d -

I b i d . , pp. 57-58.
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t h i c k .  In  room two, which was t h i r t e e n  and t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  fee t  

s q u a r e ,  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  m osa ic  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  f o u r  s e a s o n s ,  

s u r r o u n d e d  by a meander p a t t e r n .  The ce n t e r  had a Medusa's head in 

good c o n d i t io n ,  but  c i r c l e s  ho ld ing  the symbols fo r  the seasons were 

b a d l y  damaged.  Room th re e  was e ig h teen  f e e t  square and had a wall  

o n ly  e i g h t  i n c h e s  t h i c k  s e p a r a t i n g  i t  from room two. Here,  t h e  

m osaic  was so b a d l y  damaged t h a t  o n ly  f r a g m e n ts  o f  t h e  b o r d e r ,  

minimally four  f e e t  wide, were found. The f o u r t h  room l a y  beh ind  

t h e  second  and t h i r d  rooms and was s i x t e e n  f ee t  square .  I t s  mosaic 

rev ea led  va r ious  geometric  p a t t e r n s .  I t  i s  im p o s s i b l e  to  g iv e  any 

d e t a i l s  on t h e  f i f t h  room, as the  m a jo r i t y  of  i t  lay under modern 

day Tof t  Green. I t s  s i z e ,  though,  was somewhere be tween  t h i r t e e n  

and e i g h t e e n  f e e t  s q u a r e  i f  c o m p a r i s o n  w i th  t h e  o t h e r s  i s  any 

in d i c a t i o n

A t h i r d - c e n t u r y  da te  i s  given to  the b u i ld in g  for  two reasons :

f i r s t ,  i t  was c o n s t r u c t e d  on c o n c r e t e  f o u n d a t i o n s  and s econd ,

benea th the mosaic,  bu t  on top of  the concre te ,  a posthumous coin of
5 3

Claudius I I  (268-270) was found in  room two. ' This  d e f i n i t e l y  dates  

the  mosaic o f  the room to a t  l e a s t  the l a t e  t h i r d  cen tu ry ,  s ince  the 

co in  was on top o f  the co n c re te ,  below the mosaic,  and not  w i th in  i t  

and was p r o b a b l y  l o s t  when th e  mosaic  was l a i d .  However, t h e  

bu i ld in g  i t s e l f  could da te  to  an e a r l i e r  time in the cen tu ry .

Eas t  o f  the Old Railway S t a t i o n  a n o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  b u i l d i n g  

was found a l o n g  T o f t  G reen .  According to  re sea rch  done by Wacher

\ \  I b i d . ,  p. 58.
I b i d . , p. 57.
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- 54the  house  has been labe led  as p o s s ib ly  the  governor ' s  house.  This

i s  due t o  an i n s c r i p t i o n  found on a s t o n e  which  d e d i c a t e s  the

b u i l d i n g  by t h e  l e g i o n a r y  l e g a te  Claud ius Hieronymianus to  another

e a s te rn  god, Serapis

DEO SANCTO 
SERAPI 

TEMPIUM A SO 
LO FECIT 

CL(AUDIUS) HIERONY 
MIANUS LEG(ATUS)

LEG(IONIS) VI VIC(TRICIS)

To the  ho ly  god S e ra p i s ,  Claudius Hieronymianus, l e g a t e  
o f  the  ^ x t h  Legion V ic to r io u s ,  b u i l t  t h i s  temple from the 
ground.

S e r a p i s  i s  an Egypt ian  god th a t  moved west with Severus '  take over,

for the emperor seemed to have  a s p e c i a l  i n t e r s t  i n  t h i s  e a s t e r n

d e i t y . ^  H ie ronym ianus  was an o f f i c i a l  o f  the e a r l y  t h i r d  century
5 7

and descr ibed  as a n t i - C h r i s t i a n .

The i n s c r i p t i o n  was found in  an aps ida l  room below the foun­

da t ions  of  the b u i ld ing .  I t  was p o ss ib ly  an underground chamber, or 

a d e s t r u c t io n  in  a l a t e r  period bu r ied  i t  the re .  The former is  very 

l i k e l y  t r u e ,  f o r  t h e  w o rsh ip  o f  S e r a p i s  was r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  the 

Dionysiac b e l i e f  in an a f t e r l i f e ,  e n t ry  i n t o  which, as  in Mithraisra,  

took p lace  in dark  chambers.

The s t r u c t u r e ' s  f o u n d a t i o n  was o f  s o f t  b r i c k  s e t  in  hard  

mortar .  I t s  w a l l s  were two f e e t  t h i c k  and t h e  room tw e lv e  f e e t

Wacher, Towns, p. 159. 
e , R.C.H.M. Eboracum, p. 54.

Lives o f  the L a te r  Caesars Severus 18.1,  p. 217.
T e r t u l l i a n  A p o lo g ia  De S p e c t a c u l i s  3 5 . 9 - 1 0 .  Loeb C l a s s i c a l  

L ib r a ry ,  1931.
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a c r o s s  and tw en ty  s e v e n  f e e t  long .  Within the room a mosaic o f  a

b u l l  with  a f i s h  t a i l ,  a prominent f igu re  in e a s t e r n  r e l i g i o n s  was

found.  I t  r e s t e d  on a concre te  f l o o r ,  s ix  inches deep. The aps ida l

room was ad jacen t  to  the  mosaic and was p ro b a b ly  c o n n e c te d  to  t h e  

58mosaic. Both were on the Severan al ignment of  the c o l o n i a .

S in c e  York served  as the  c a p i t a l  o f  B r i t a n n ia  I n f e r i o r , i t  was 

a l s o  t h e  s e a t  o f  an i m p e r i a l  g o v e r n o r  and h i s  p r a e t o r i u m , or 

o f f i c i a l  r e s i d e n c e .  However, t h i s  l e g a t e  a l so  served as leg ionary  

le ga te  and may have l ived  w i th in  t h e  f o r t r e s s .  B e fo re  th e  end o f  

t h e  c e n t u r y ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e  c i v i l  and m i l i t a r y  commands became sep­

a ra ted  and such places  a s  York may have a l r e a d y  t a k e n  such s t e p s  

e a r l i e r  on. York ,  l i k e  Co logne ,  c o u l d  have  k e p t  th e  prae tor ium

w i t h i n  t h e  c o l o n i a , as evidence suppor t ing  the f o r t i f i c a t i o n  of  the

59c i v i l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n d i c a t e s .  M a s s iv e  s e c t i o n s  of  w all  have been 

found in  the southwest p o r t i o n  behind s t r u c t u r e s  o f  g roup  34 which 

c u t  o f f  the  o l d e r  r o a d ,  E i g h t ,  t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  e n t e r e d  from the 

west .  Exac tly  when the wal l  was e re c te d  may be learned  from f u r t h e r  

r e s e a r c h .  S t i l l ,  i t  i s  known t h a t  town w a l l s  began  to  r i s e  in 

B r i t a in  in  the  second c e n t u r y ,  an e x p e n d i t u r e  even t h e  c o n t i n e n t  

c o u ld  n o t  a f f o r d ,  but which, by the  e a r l y  t h i r d  cen tu ry ,  was common 

i n  B r i t a i n . T h e  towns w i t h i n  t h e  c i v i t a t e s  showed i n t e r e s t  in 

e m u l a t i n g  t h e  c o l o n i a e . I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  accepted t h a t  in  Europe 

wall s  going up meant m i l i t a r y  and urban d e c l in e ,  whereas in B r i t a i n ,

58cq R.C.H.M. Eboracum, p. 54. 
gQ I b i d . , p. 49.

Salway, Roman B r i t a i n  1A, p.  263.
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they meant " u rb a n iz a t io n  was deve loping a c t i v e l y . "

The en la rg in g  of  the c i v i l  se t t l em en t  i n t r o d u c e d  more w e a l t h .  

I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  bathhouses  were not  uncommon, but 

the re  i s  l i t t l e  i n d i c a t i o n  to show t h e i r  f u n c t io n ,  whether publi c  or 

p r i v a t e .  In  regard  to  the bathhouse a s s o c ia t e d  with  group 34, i t  

was s a id  to  appear as p a r t  of a grand s t r u c t u r e .  Now with  a second  

found on F e t t e r  Lane t h a t ,  too,  appears by i t s  remains to be a large  

s t r u c t u r e .

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  the F e t t e r  Lane s t r u c t u r e  was in a home or

t h a t  i t  was a p r i v a t e  bath  for  a s e l e c t  group o r  club.  The remains

were  l i m i t e d  t o  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  elements with only p o r t i o n s  of  th ree

rooms. There i s ,  however, l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  the  b u i l d i n g  does d a t e

to  the  t h i r d  cen tu ry .

The t h r e e  rooms c o n s i s t  o f  one t h i r t y - s i x  f e e t  long; another

with a plunge b a th ,  which was nine f e e t  a c ro s s ,  ha rd ly  l a r g e  enough
62fo r  a pub lic  pool ,  with  a f lo o r  of  red cement; and a t h i r d  which is

the most important  fo r  the evidence i t  p rov ides .  I t  was tw e n ty -o n e

f e e t  a c r o s s  w i t h  a f l o o r  o f  t i l e s  w i t h  t h e  f l a n g e s  c u t  o f f  and

stamped LEG IX HIS. The roo f ing  t i m b e r s  were t h i r y  f e e t  long and

one f o o t  s q u a r e ,  g i v i n g  the  b u i l d i n g  a w id t h  o f  t w e n t y - s i x  to 

63twenty-seven f e e t .

There  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  o f  any prev ious  b u i ld in g  on t h i s  s i t e ,  

which could mean t h a t  t h i s  a rea  was i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  e x p a n s io n  o f

61 _. . ,
6 2  I b id .

R.C.H.M. Eboracum, p. 52.
I b id .
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the co lon ia  while Severus was in  York. Such l a rg e  rooms and massive 

r o o f i n g  t i m b e r s  i n d i c a t e  an e l a b o r a t e  s t r u c u t r e ,  unknown in  York 

u n t i l  the t h i r d  century .  The use of  the stamped t i l e s  does not  mean 

t h a t  i t  i s  an e a r l i e r  b u i ld in g .  Since a l e g ionna i re  was no t  j u s t  a 

s o l d i e r ,  bu t  an a r c h i t e c t ,  b u i l d e r ,  plumber, e n g i n e e r ,  p o t t e r ,  and 

more,  t h e  Ninth Legion produced t h e i r  own roof ing  t i l e s  and b r icks ,  

as d id  o th e r  l e g ions .  There fore ,  i t  would n o t  be u n l i k e l y  t h a t ,  

even in  t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y ,  some of  these  t i l e s  s t i l l  e x i s t e d .  The 

quick depa r tu re  of  the  Ninth and the cons tan t  movement of  the S ix th ,  

upon i t s  a r r i v a l ,  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  e a r l i e r  t i l e s  from being used up. 

Some could have been reused from e a r l i e r  bu i ld ings  t h a t  had decayed.

The b a t h h o u s e  a t  V in d o la n d a  i n  t h e  c i v i l i a n  s e t t l e m e n t  held
64numerous b r i c k s  stamped LEG VIV; they were found m  s i t u  in  the 

h o t  room. I t  would have been the  le g io  VI th a t  had access  to these 

t i l e s  and b r i c k s ,  and no doubt r e t i r e d  s o l d i e r s  from a S ix th  Legion 

detachment t h a t  was s t a t i o n e d  t h e r e  a c q u i r e d  them. Coins d a t i n g  

in to  the r e ig n  of  Severus Alexander i n d i c a t e  c o n s t ru c t io n  a t  var ious 

s tages  in the e a r l y  t h i r d  c e n t u r y .  I t  can  t h e n  be s a i d  t h a t  the  

bathhouse in  York was e i t h e r  b u i l t  by a r e t i r e d  s o l d i e r ,  or  by leg io  

VI fo r  i t s  own use o r  j u s t  for  the  use of  the o f f i c e r s .

There are numerous o th e r  fragments t h a t  a l lude  to  the  g r a n d e u r  

o f  York i n  the t h i r d  century ,  even though t h e i r  remains a re  sparse.  

Most o f  t h e  d a t a b l e  e v i d e n c e  was m e re ly  th e  use  o f  c o n c r e t e  in  

f o u n d a t i o n s  o r  v e r y  e l a b o r a t e  d e s i g n s  c a rv e d  on s to n e .  In some

^  Robin B i r l e y .  Vindolanda (London: T h am es and Hudson, 1977) p.  36.
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c a s e s  a s m a l l  s i z e  does  no t  weaken th e  e v i d e n c e ,  s i n c e  Severus  

wished to show h i s  s t r e n g t h  not j u s t  w i th  h i s  army, b u t  i n  sound ,  

d i s t i n c t i v e  a r c h i t e c t u r e .

E x c a v a t i o n s  on Tanner  Row i n  1901 f o r  th e  p r e s e n t  r a i l w a y  

o f f i c e s  produced the remains of  a s u b s t a n t i a l  b u i ld in g .  The f a c a d e  

was a l i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  main Roman road in T adcas te r .  I t s  w a l l s  were 

one to  t h r e e  f e e t  t h i c k  and composed of  g r i t s t o n e  b l o c k s . ^  Most of  

the m a te r i a l s  found i n  1901 have  been  l o s t .  They p r i m a r i l y  con­

s i s t e d  o f  c a p i t a l s  o f  a c a n t h u s  l e a v e s  and worked s tone  one foot 

t h i c k .  E l a b o r a t e  c a p i t a l s  were n o t  found p r i o r  to  t h e  t h i r d  

century .

A no the r  b u i l d i n g  o f  s i z e a b l e  m a t e r i a l s  was found on S t .  Mary

Bishoph i l l  Senior  in  1959. The b u i ld ing  was d i s c o v e r e d  i n  p a r t  o f

an e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e  under the church of  S t .  Mary on a more nor th -
66w e s t e r n  and w e s te r ly  al ignment than the foundat ion o f  the  church.

I t  had w a l l s  two and o n e - h a l f  to  t h r e e  f e e t  t h i c k ,  f a c e d  w i th  

magnesium l imestone a s h l a r s  on concre te  foundations .  This was not a 

common or b as ic  s t r u c t u r e .  Fourth cen tury  Castorware found under  a 

f lags tone  f l o o r  shows a long period  o f  continuous use .  Also a d ra in  

system of a d e f i n i t e l y  e a r l i e r  period  was found under the foundation 

and was on the Severan a l ignm en t .^
Another  b u i l d i n g  was found a t  the modern ju n c t io n  o f  T r i n i t y  

Lane and S t .  M a r t i n ' s  Lane,  and a p p e a r s  t o  have  been  on th e  same

R.C.H.M. Eboracum, p. 53.
J :  I b i d . ,  p . 51.

I b i d . ,  p. 52.
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68l i n e  in  Roman t imes.  The remains c o n s i s t e d  of  a wal l  of  b o x - t i l e s  

and a concre te  f l o o r  r e s t i n g  on the t o p  o f  l a y e r s  from t h e  second 

h a l f  of  the  second cen tu ry .

On M i c k l e g a t e  w es t  o f  t h e  j u n c t i o n  w i th  Ra i lw ay  S t r e e t ,  an 

excavation  produced f i n e  l i n e d  remains  o f  a h i g h l y  d e t a i l e d  s t o n e  

s t r u c t u r e  b e n e a th  t h e  modern sewer. The foundations  were of  la rge

b lo c k s  o f  g r i t s t o n e  s u p p o r t i n g  columns on s q u a r e d  and moulded

69 .p e d e s t a l - b a s e s . Both were on the al ignment of  the Severan co lon ia

and r e p r e s e n t e d  the new a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  the pe r iod .  U nfo r tuna te ly ,

the remains provide a l im i t e d  d e s c r i p t i o n .

There  i s  abundant  evidence for  a l a rge  Roman s e t t l em en t  on the

west bank of  t h e  Ouse.  Modern c e l l a r s  c o n t a i n  p o r t i o n s  o f  Roman

w a l l s ,  f l o o r s ,  m o s a i c s ,  and p i p e s ;  N or th  S t r e e t ,  F e t t e r  Lane ,

Blossom S t r e e t ,  Tanner Row, B ishoph i l l  Senior ,  Marygate,  Tof t  Green,

and e s p e c i a l l y  along Micklegate con ta ined  Roman remains t h a t  r e f l e c t

t h e  v a r i o u s  per iods  from t imber to s tone  c o n s t r u c t io n .  The co lonia

did  spread out and grow, even beyond the  l i m i t s  o f  the enc losure .  A

wall  of  worked s t o n e  was c o n s t r u c t e d ,  f a i r l y  e a r l y  in  t h e  t h i r d

c e n t u r y .  I t  b l o c k e d  one road  t h a t  was found n e a r  the  supposed

p a l a c e  a r e a  from e n t e r i n g  th e  c o l o n i a . ^  The purpose o f  the wall

does  n o t  appear to  be s t r i c t l y  de fens ive ,  but as  many t h i r d  century

towns of  B r i t a i n  d id ,  York b u i l t  a w all  to  show th a t  i t  had w e a l t h .

The deve lopm en t  o f  h o u s i n g  beyond i t  shows t h a t  t h e r e  was no

6 8  r U ' A
69 I b ^d -
70 Ibid>I b i d . ,  p.  49.
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m i l i t a r y  t h r e a t .  These ou t ly in g  s e t t l e m e n t s  were the suburbs.

The Suburbs

The suburbs are broken down in to  two r e g i o n s :  t h o s e  s o u th w e s t  

o f  t h e  Ouse and t h o s e  n o r t h e a s t  o f  the Ouse. In no way are these 

i n f e r i o r  b u i l d i n g s  t o  what  were  in  the c o l o n i a . These s t r u c t u r e s  

a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  s e p a r a t e l y  be c a u se  the y  lay o u t s id e  the defens ive 

wall .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  i n f o r m a t i o n  on these  reg ions  i s  no b e t t e r  than 

t h a t  of  the  canabae. However, th e re  s t i l l  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  evidence to 

i n d i c a t e  g row ing  c o m m u n i t i t e s . J u s t  as the Romans b u i l t  up these 

ou t ly ing  a r e a s ,  so too have modern day people who choose not  to l i v e  

in town.

On t h e  s o u t h w e s t  s i d e  t h e r e  a r e  two bu i ld ings  th a t  have l e f t  

enough r e m a in s  fo r  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  to  o b t a i n  more d e t a i l e d  d e s ­

c r i p t i o n s  tha n  from some o th e r s .  I n  the mid-n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  a 

t e s s a l a t e d  pavement was found a t  the ju n c t io n  o f  Cher ry  S t r e e t  and 

Clementhorpe. Only h a l f  was v i s i b l e  to  a r c h a e o lo g i s t s ,  ye t  i t  alone 

covered an area  eleven f e e t  by e ig h t  fee t  and was d e c o r a t e d  w i th  a 

g e o m e t r i c a l  d e s i g n . ^  G e o m e t r i c a l  m o sa ic s  r e p r e s e n t  l a t e  f i r s t ,  

e a r l y  second c e n t u r y  work and so p r o v i d e  an e a r l y  d a t e  fo r  t h i s  

m osa ic .  There i s  no record  of the b u i ld in g  in which i t  was housed. 

However, the  mosaic belongs to the  e a r l y  phase o f  the s t r u c t u r e ,  for 

i t  s e r v e d  as a base  f o r  two inches  of  concre te  t h a t  was the f lo o r

^ V l b i d . ,  pp. 6 2 -6 3 .
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for  t h i r d  century  improvements made on the  bu i ld ing .  D is tu rbance  by 

l a t e r  per iod  graves l i m i t s  the in form ation  a v a i l a b l e .

The second b u i ld in g  provides  a l i t t l e  more knowledge. Although 

i t  l i e s  c lo se  to Road Ten, the Tadcas te r  Road, i t s  al ignment i s  more 

c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  to  the  road labe led  Nine th a t  leads  to  Aldborough. A 

fo u r th - c e n tu ry  f l o o r  of  opus signinum, with  a coin  o f  335-340 on i t ,  

s e a l e d  a l a t e  t h i r d - c e n t u r y  f l o o r ,  da ted  by a coin  of  V ic to r in u s ,  

A.D. 268-270,  which marked the per iod  of  r e f in e d  c o n s t r u c t io n .  This 

i s  t h e  t im e  when m a jo r  a l t e r a t i o n s  o c c u r r e d ,  b u t  they must have 

begun e a r l i e r  in  the cen tu ry .
7 3  .

The b u i ld in g  c o n s i s t e d  of  f i v e  s t a g e s :  a f i r s t - c e n t u r y  t imber

b u i ld in g ;  a second-century  bu i ld in g  on c lay  and cobble f o u n d a t i o n s ;  

a l a t e  second-cen tury  b u i ld in g  def ined  by a coin  of  F a u s t in a  I ,  A.D. 

138-141, and a l s o  on clay  and cobble  f o u n d a t i o n s  and w i t h  p a i n t e d  

w a l l  p l a s t e r ;  a t h i r d - c e n t u r y  b u i l d in g  tha t  had t h i n  s tone  s l a t e s  

f o r  a r o o f  i n s t e a d  o f  t e g u l a e , l i k e  e a r l i e r  r o o f s ;  and f i n a l l y  the 

f o u r t h - c e n t u r y  o f  opus s ig n in u m  m e n t io n ed  above. Above a l l  e l s e ,  

t h i s  b u i ld in g  shows th a t  with  each p e r io d  came b u i ld in g  improvements 

and ref inements  t h a t  aid a r c h a e o lo g i s t s  in  d a t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s .  The 

c o i n s  mentioned above a re  u s e fu l  fo r  da t in g  because each was sea led  

between two la y e r s  and not  w i th in .  Had the  co ins  been found w i t h i n  

t h e  f l o o r i n g  and no t  on top they would have been a l e s s  v a l i d  piece 

of ev idence.

T h i s  i s  b a s i c a l l y  where th e  i n f o r m a t i o n  ends t h a t  de f ine s  a

l \  I b i d . , p.  62.
I b i d . , p.  63.
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s t r u c t u r e  south o f  the c o l o n i a . Other s i t e s  a re  noted but a re  made 

up o f  b u i l d i n g  d e b r i s .  One was a b u i ld in g  th a t  con ta ined  a mosaic, 

but with  no reco rd .  A s im i l a r  s i t e  did produce numerous s t o n e  s l a t e

r o o f  t i l e s  s tamped LEG VI and c o i n s  o f  Geta and Severus .  Large

amounts of s t o n e  c h i p p i n g s  in t h e  a r e a  i n d i c a t e  a s t o n e  m a son ' s

74 •y a r d .  Found n e a r  t h e  Mount School,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  th a t  i t  could

have been  th e  shop t h a t  c u t  s t o n e  f o r  th e  n e a r b y  c e m e te ry  o f

T ren tho lm e  Drive,  as  well  as  fo r  c o n s t ru c t io n .  I t  i s  very  l i k e l y  a

th i r d - c e n t u r y  work s i t e  fo r  the p r o d u c t i o n  o f  l e a d  d r o s s ,  used  to
7 5  . .

make i r o n  clamps t h a t  held stone  t o g e th e r .  There i s  ano ther  which

shows Romano-Br i t i sh  p o t t e r y  s h e r d s  from th e  second  th ro u g h  the

fou r th  c e n t u r i e s .  This  could have been in  the a re a  o f  a p o t t e r  s ince

the f inds  cover the per iod  of  Roman B r i t a i n .

R o m a n o - B r i t i s h  p o t t e r y  c e r t a i n l y  d id  f l o u r i s h  in  the  th i rd

cen tury  a f t e r  Septimius Severus cu t  o f f  t r ade  c o n t a c t s  between Gaul,

S p a in ,  and B r i t a i n  f o r  a i d i n g  A l b i n u s . ^  O t h e r  s i t e s  con ta in ing

Samian ware r e f l e c t  the  F lav ian  p e r i o d ,  bu t  a l s o  show a number Of

i v o r y  and j e t  o b j e c t s  in  t h e  raw and f i n i s h e d  s t a g e s .  The area

north  o f  The Mount, e s p e c i a l l y  around Acomb, has revea led  produc tion

f ragm e n ts  o f  m e ta l ,  bone, s tone ,  t e s s a r a e ,  and s h e l l s  o f  the  second
77

through four th  c e n t u r i e s .

The o t h e r  a r e a  o f  s u b u rb s  n o r t h e a s t  of  the Ouse i s  t h a t  area 

c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be t h e  Roman w h a rv es .  I t  i s  the  r e g i o n  on th e

74 T, . ,„  I b id .
Wacher, Towns, p. 171.

^  "Ebor Brewery," In te r im  2 no. 2 [1975]: 7.
R.C.H.M. Eboracum, p. 63.
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o p p o s i t e  banks of  the  Foss from the canabae. O r i g i n a l l y  the  course

o f  t h e  Foss  was c l o s e r  to  t h e  f o r t r e s s ,  w i d e r ,  and more t i d a l ,

providing convenient  access  fo r  b o a t s  t o  u n lo a d .  T w e l f t h  c e n t u r y

damming c r e a t e d  t h e  p resen t  course .  On the l e f t  bank o f  the Foss,

l y i n g  in  l i n e  o f  t h e  v i a  p r i n c i p a l i s , was a s t r u c t u r e  tw enty- th ree

f e e t  by tw en ty  f e e t  with a l a rg e  g r i t s t o n e  block  p la t fo rm  below i t  

78on t h e  r i v e r s i d e .  In  f ro n t  o f  the p la t fo rm th e re  were two rows of

p i l e s  as  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e v e t m e n t  o r  s u p p o r t  f o r  a w h a r f .  Roman

occupation i s  noted by a spread of  Roman p o t t e r y  over a cobbled area

on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The e x a c t  p u rp o s e  o f  t h i s

p l a t f o r m  i s  unknown, but  i t  was d e f i n i t e l y  a fu n c t io n a l  element on

the Roman w a te r f r o n t .

East  of  the Foss Bridge a j e t t y  was found t h i r t y  f e e t  below the

s u r face .  I t  was made up o f  a b r i c k  w a l l  r e s t i n g  on g r a v e l  and
79s u p p o r t i n g  a j e t t y  o f  beams and p o s t s .  P o t t e r y  fragments show

continuous use from the l a t e  second to  the fou r th  cen tu ry .

A w h a r f  i s  known to  have been on the Foss on what i s  P i c a d i l l y
80S t r e e t  t o d a y ;  t h e  s t r e e t  was under the Foss in  Roman t imes.  Two

rows of  rough s tone  columns,  t h r e e  f e e t  h ig h  and one t o  o n e - a n d -

o n e - h a l f  f e e t  square ,  were found th e re  and would in d i c a t e  t h a t  they

81were b u i l t  to  suppor t  a p la t fo rm .

O th e r  e v id en ce  in t h i s  a rea  i s  scan ty .  One of  b u i ld in g  debr is

__ I b i d . ,  p. 64.
_n I b i d . ,  p. 65. 
g j  J .R .S .  28(1938): 204.

R.C.H.M. Eboracum, p. 65.
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holding s i x th  and n i n t h  leg ion  stamped t i l e s  and b r icks  of  a " s t rong

w all "  on Peasholme Green in d i c a te s  g r e a t e r  ex p a n s io n  i n  th e  n o r t h -  

82w e s t .  At t h a t  time i t  would have been along the Foss and p o s s ib ly

some s o r t  of  sh ipping house.  In ano ther  house a t e s s e l a t e d  pavement

was found, r ed ,  c o a r s e ,  and f iv e  f e e t  by th re e  and o n e -h a l f  f e e t .  On

the  pavement was found a r in g  with an i n s c r i p t i o n  to  a Germanic God,
83DEO SUCELO, i n d i c a t i n g  a p o s s i b l e  temple on S t .  Maur ice 's  Road. 

F ur ther  evidence shows expansion as f a r  up as  210 Stockton Lane, and 

in to  the fou r th  cen tu ry .  These f a c t s  help to prove the in c re a s e  of  

t r a d e  and sh ipp ing  which o r ig i n a t e d  from York in the  t h i r d  c e n t u r y .  

The Antonine pe r iod  o f  no r thern  m i l i t a r y  advances i n i t i a t e d  the  need 

fo r  g r e a t e r  amounts of goods in  the  no r th  and worked to e n l a r g e  t h e  

b a s e  o f  C o r b r i d g e  f o r  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  With th e  a r r i v a l  o f  

Severus, York was rev ived and c ons t ruc ted  of  s tone and c o n c r e t e  and 

e n l a r g e d  f o r  s t o r a g e  and s h i p p i n g .  Because  i t  was th e  c e n t e r  

through which a l l  goods passed be fo re  being sen t  in to  the p r o v i n c e ,  

i t  r equ i red  l a r g e r  and perhaps more wharves.

On the n o r th e a s t  s id e  o f  the River  Ouse, west and n o r t h w e s t  o f  

t h e  f o r t r e s s ,  was a n o t h e r  s u b u r b .  T h i s  a rea  was along the roads 

t h a t  led no r th  to  C a t t e r i c k  and developed in  th e  second c e n t u r y  as  

v a r i o u s  s c a t t e r e d  d e b r i s  have shown. Above t h i s  debr is  i s  a la ye r

of s t i f f  c l a y  which r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  t h i r d  and

84 . .four th  c e n t u r i e s .  However, the re  was a per iod  when the road coming

82 ,

84 I b *d ‘ 
Ib id .
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i n t o  the f o r t r e s s  from the west ,  S ix ,  shows, from the  amount o f  wall  

p i a s t e r  beneath i t ,  r e p a i r s  o r  w i d e n i n g s .  These co u ld  r e p r e s e n t  

some o f  t h e  ro ad  work p r o j e c t s  t h a t  occurred  dur ing the r e igns  of  

Decius and P robus  t h a t  can  be found  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  n o r t h  i n  t h e  

l a t e r  t h i r d  cen tu ry .

Along w i th  t h i s  i s  an o c c u p i e d  a rea  of  Hadrianic or Antonine 

o r i g i n  sea led  by a c lay  t h a t  holds t h i r d -  and fo u r th -c e n tu ry  sherds .  

P e rh a p s  th e  n o r t h w e s t ,  which was the s id e  o f  the f o r t r e s s  with no 

n a t u r a l  b a r r i e r s ,  became th e  new a r e a  to  show t h e  peace  t h a t  had 

d e v e lo p e d  unde r  Sev e ru s  and C a ra c a l l a .  The f i l l i n g  in of  p i t s  and 

s e a l i n g  with c lay  shows a d e f i n i t e  new b e g i n n i n g  f o r  s o l i d  c o n s ­

t r u c t i o n  in  s t o n e .  In order  for  such work p r o j e c t s  to take p lace ,  

peace and p r o s p e r i t y  must have been enjoyed in  York.

The canabae  had  g a in e d  th e  appearance  o f  a small  Roman town, 

w h i l e  t h e  c i v i l  s e t t l e m e n t  g a i n e d  independen t  s t a t u s  through i t s  

i n c r e a s e d  s i z e  and w e a l t h  w i t h i n  and from o u t s i d e  i t s  w a l l s .  

Septimius Severus had c rea ted  an urban ce n te r  th a t  remained the most 

important  in the n o r th ,  not  j u s t  f o r  th e  Romans, bu t  f o r  t h o s e  i n  

c e n t u r i e s  to come.

I n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h o u g h ,  i s  s t i l l  a l l  too  l i m i t e d .  I t  i s  known 

t h a t  York was a c o l o n i a , but the major elements needed fo r  an urban 

c e n t e r  have ye t  to  be found. The b a s i l i c a  i s  not known fo r  c e r t a i n ,  

and a forum has  y e t  to  be found among th e  r e m a i n s .  Many have  

t h e o r i z e d  t h a t  the b i t s  and pieces  found in the  colonnaded bu i ld ing  

were from a b a s i l i c a ,  but l i k e  the royal  palace t h i s  remains o n ly  a
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t h e o r y .  Some would s t i l l  say  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n i a  was ru led  by the

i m p e r i a l  l e g a t e  i n  t h e  f o r t r e s s  a c r o s s  the  r i v e r ;  however, th i s

seems u n l i k e l y .  A f t e r  a l l ,  why would a l e g a te  govern a co lon ia  of

such  im portance  as Eboracum while ye t  sm a l le r ,  l e s s  importwant v i c i

had s e l f -gove rn ing  powers? C arr iden ,  a second cen tury  s e t t l e m e n t  on

t h e  A n to n in e  W al l ,  l e f t  an i n s c r i p t i o n  th a t  descr ibed  a vicus  with
85i n d e p e n d e n t  powers from th e  m i l i t a r y .  I n  t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y

8 6Housesteads and Old C a r l i s l e  were recorded as s e l f -g o v e rn in g ,  with

8  7C a r l i s l e  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  same s t a t u s  as a c i v i t a s  and Corbridge
88p o s s i b l y  as well  f o r  i t s  s i z e  and importance as a supply s t a t i o n .

A dm in is t ra t ive  d iv i s i o n s  in  the  no r th  of  England a re  a l so  h i n t e d  a t

i n  th e  Sou th  Tyne v a l l e y  by an i n s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  mentioned a cu r ia

T e x t  o v e r  dor  urn, a p o s s i b l e ,  but  unknown a d m in i s t r a t iv e  u n i t  of  the
89B r ig a n te s ,  o r  p o s s ib ly  o f  the Votad in i .

To th e  s o u th  o f  t h e  Humber R i v e r  and s t i l l  i n  B r i t a n n i a  

I n f e r i o r  was L inco ln ,  a l s o  a c o lo n ia  and "a se l f -g o v e rn in g  community. 

In  the case o f  L incoln  (Lindum), the  m i l i t a r y  was withdrawn and l e f t  

t h e  f o r t r e s s  to  t h e  town. I n  A.D. 71 C e r i a l i s  removed the Ninth 

Legion  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  B r i g a n t e s  a t  York.  The land  

s u r r o u n d i n g  th e  f o r t r e s s  had  b e l o n g e d  to  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  and with 

t h e i r  d e p a r t u r e  was g i v e n  to  the  town. W i th in  t h e  f o r t r e s s  was 

b u i l t  t h e  forum complex th a t  showed p o l i t i c a l  c o n t ro l ,  but  has yet

g6 Breeze,  F r o n t i e r s , p. 148.
Breeze and Dobson, H ad r ian ' s  W al l , p. 206.

8 8  Ibid<gq B i r l e y ,  C orb r idge , pp. 10-11.
Breeze,  F r o n t i e r s ,  p. 149.
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t o  be found .  However, i t s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  l i k e  York 's ,  c o n s i s t e d  of 

t h r e e  u n i t s :  t h e  c o l o n i a , t h e  lower  c i t y ,  j u s t  o u ts id e  the  for­

t r e s s ,  and th e  s u b u r b s .  In  t h e  t h i r d  cen tu ry  the  lower town was

i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  w a l l e d  in  a r e a  and r e f l e c t s  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  and
90r e o rg a n iz a t io n  th a t  took place in the c o l o n i a .

L i n c o l n ' s  wea lth  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  i t s  ex c e l l e n t  water  and sewage

system, the bes t  found to  da te  on t h e  i s l a n d .  A t h r i v i n g  p o t t e r y

i n d u s t r y  t h a t  was developed in  the f i r s t  century A.D. and continued

throughout the Roman pe r iod  supp l ied  not only i t s  own community bu t
91

th e  m i l i t a r y  in  t h e  n o r t h .  Miss M .J .  D a r l i n g ,  a Roman p o t t e ry

r e s e a r c h e r  f o r  t h e  L i n c o l n  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  T r u s t ,  has  shown t h a t

k i l n s  from t h e  a r e a  p roduced  "Cas to r  ware" and m o r t a r i a  t h a t  have

a p p e a r e d  in  Y o r k s h i r e ,  and a s i n g l e  morta r ium found a t  Newstead,

n o r t h  o f  H a d r i a n ' s  W a l l .  T h e re  i s  l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  in  the th i rd

cen tury  Linco ln  grew i n d u s t r i a l l y ;  even in the suburbs i r o n  s lag  and

f u r n a c e s  i n d i c a t e  in d u s t r y  and,  s tone  houses con ta in ing  mosaic and
92

b a t h s - s u i t e s  show a d e f i n i t e  w e a l t h .  At t h i s  s t a g e  L i n c o l n ' s
9 3

connec tion  with  the  m i l i t a r y  was s t r i c t l y  commercial.

I t  would seem u n l i k e l y  t h a t  York ,  a c o l o n i a  and p ro v in c i a l

90 .C h r i s t i a n  C o y l e r ,  L i n c o l n ,  The Archaeology of  an H i s t o r i c  City
(Linco ln:  L inco ln  A rchaeologica l  Soc ie ty ,  1975), pp. 16—17.

q„ I b i d . , p. 27.
93 I b i d . ,  p. 28.

L i n c o l n  i s  m e n t ioned  here s t r i c t l y  as a p o l i t i c a l  comparison to 
York. Beyond t h i s  i t  l i e s  o u ts id e  the scope o f  t h i s  paper,  s ince  i t  
r e p re s e n t s  the f i r s t  century  Romanizat ion of  B r i t a i n .  I t s  conquest 
a t  the  time of  Claudius s epa ra ted  i t  from the  a rea  of  B r i t a i n  i t  
j o i n e d  in  the t h i r d  cen tu ry .  L inco ln  was placed in the  nor thern  
province as a b lanace;  two co lo n ia  per  province.
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c a p i t a l ,  would have  s t i l l  had a m i l i t a r y  government w h i l e  i t s  

sur rounding communit ites t h a t  i t  oversaw were i n d e p e n d e n t ,  e s p e c ­

i a l l y  Y o r k ' s  s o u t h e r n  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  London. Here again  information

is l i m i t e d .  While in  no r the rn  B r i t a i n  Severus d iv ided  the d u t i e s  o f

94 .c i v i l  and m i l i t a r y  between h im se l f ,  C a ra c a l l a ,  and Geta,  i t  hard ly 

seems l i k e l y  t h a t  upon de p a r tu re  the two would have been r e u n i t e d  by 

C a r a c a l l a  and G e t a .  C a r a c a l l a  was busy  t r y i n g  t o  e l im in a te  h is  

b ro th e r ,  j u s t  as Severus had done with Niger and Albinus,  r e q u i r i n g  

p e a c e f u l  f r o n t i e r s  as  he secured a s t r o n g e r  hold  in  Rome. I f  t r u l y  

the m i l i t a r y  power t h a t  was found i n  B r i t a i n  was to  be l i m i t e d  by

th e  number o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  in  c o n t r o l ,  then  j u s t  as  V i r iu s  Lupus

. 95conquered  th e  C a l e d o n i a n s  by p a y in g  o f f  the Maeatae,  under the

Roman auspices  o f  "d iv ide  and r u l e , "  than i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  Severus

d i v i d e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  func t ions  of  c i v i l i a n  s e t t l e m e n t s  from those

of the  m i l i t a r y  t o  p r e v e n t  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  o f  c i v i l i a n  w e a l t h .

U n d o u b ted ly ,  t h e r e  be ing  no s ign  of  a forum in  the co lo n ia  to date

makes t h i s  q u e s t i o n a b l e .  However,  L i n c o l n  has no t  produced one,

e i t h e r ,  and i t  i s  the a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  t h e  forum l i e s  on th e  west

s ide  o f  Ermine S t r e e t  near  the ju n c t io n  of  the v i a  p r a e t o r i a  and the

v i a  p r i n c i p a l i s  t h a t  e x t e n d s  c r e d i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  s ta t em en t  tha t

Lincoln  was s e l f -g o v e rn ed .  The f a c t  t h a t  London was adm in is te red  by

a consu la r  governor and York by a governor of  p r a e t o r i a n  rank  would

make no d i f f e r e n c e .  London h e l d  t h e  h i g h e r  r an k  because of  i t s

proximity t o  Rome and b e c a u s e  i t  was a more Romanized a r e a  w i th

94 ~
Herodian 3 .1 4 .9 .
Dio 7 5 .5 .4 .
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g r e a t e r  f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s .  The g o v e r n o r  was the d i r e c t  r ep resen ­

t a t i v e  o f  the emperor and th e r e f o r e  was not  to  be i g n o r e d ,  b u t  t h e  

o rdo  must  have c o n t r o l l e d  c i v i l i a n  a f f a i r s  in  York. A f te r  a l l ,  why 

would A ld b o ro u g h ,  a B r i g a n t i a n  c i v i t a s  and former enemy of Rome, 

h o l d  more independent  a u t h o r i t y  than a c o lo n ia ? C i v i l i a n  York rose  

i n  s t a t u r e  p o l i t i c a l l y  j u s t  as  i t  did a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



CHAPTER V

URBAN DEVELOPMENT BEYOND YORK

In  1906 H a v e r f i e l d ' s  e s s a y  on t h e  R o m a n iz a t io n  o f  B r i t a i n

s t a t e d  t h a t  " n o r t h w a r d s ,  no town o r  c o u n t ry h o u s e  has  been found

beyond the neighborhood o f  Aldborough, some f i f t e e n  miles  n o r t h w e s t

o f  Y o rk ." ^  For  o v e r  f i f t y  y e a r s  t h i s  t h e s i s  was a c c e p t e d  and

b e l i e v e d .  Today t h i s  i s  a c c e p t e d  as  a s c h o l a r l y  work f o r  t h e

b e g i n n i n g  o f  the tw en t ie th  cen tu ry ,  bu t  now, as Branigan has worked

to prove,  a wider spectrum o f  towns must be cons idered when l o o k i n g

a t  the u rb a n iz a t io n  o f  the reg ions  beyond York. Research has proven

th a t  in  the t h i r d  cen tury  " m i l i t a r y  c o n t ro l  had g iv e n  way t o  c i v i l
2in  the middle of  the  f r o n t i e r  t e r r i t o r y . "

When H aver f ie ld  was publi shed  York and Aldborough were the  only 

two " tow ns"  named n o r t h  of  the Humber River .  Brough-on-Humber was 

y e t  t o  be d i s c o v e r e d .  I n  1979 R i v e t  and Smith publi shed  P lace -  

Names o f  Roman B r i t a i n , which c o n t a i n s  the  names of  almost th ree  

dozen " tow ns"  t h a t  were in  B r i t a n n ia  I n f e r i o r . These "towns" were 

n o t  a l l  lowland  co m m u n i t i e s ,  where  many people thought Romanized 

"towns" could o n ly  be found ,  b u t  in  t h e  h i g h l a n d  r e g i o n s  of  t h e

2  H a v e r f i e ld ,  Romanizat ion, p. 23.
R .F . J .  Jones "Change on the F ro n t i e r :  Northern B r i t a i n  in the  Third
C e n t u r y " ,  in  The Roman West in  the Third Century, 2 v o ls .  ed. by 
Anthony King and Mart in Henig (Oxford: B.A.R., 1981), v o l .  1, p.
406.
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Y o r k s h i r e  D a les  and Moors.  Such " to w n s"  as K i rkby  Thore (Brav- 

on iacum ) , Wetwang (D e l g o v i c i a ) , and a n o t h e r  n e a r  C h e s te rh o lm ,  

o c c u p ie d  only in  the Roman-period, Cur ia  Tectoverdorum. These were 

n e i t h e r  l a r g e  c e n t e r s  nor were they equal  in  s i z e ,  and the archae­

o lo g i c a l  f inds  were no t  of  a l a rg e  q u a n t i t y .  The type of  a r t i f a c t s ,  

a r t i c l e s  o f  c l o t h i n g  or  equipment b e l o n g i n g  t o  women, c h i ld r e n ,  

merchants ,  and t r a d e r s  he lp  to i n d i c a t e  a c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n .  One 

o f  the b e s t  f inds  though,  fo r  an a r c h a e o lo g i s t  t o  d i scove r ,  however, 

i s  an i n s c r i p t i o n .  In the case o f  Old P e n r i t h  i t  i s  known t h a t  a

c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  was t h e r e  from th e  i n s c r i p t i o n  o f  a German

3 . .t r a v e l e r ,  C r o t i l o  Germanus. The a r t i f a c t s  o f t e n  a re  no th ing  more

than a few fragments o f  d a i l y  wares, but l i k e  the s i z e  o f  a " to w n , "

t h a t  i s  n o t  i m p o r t a n t .  I t  i s  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  R o m a n iz a t io n  t h a t

e s t a b l i s h e s  a c i v i l i a n  community as a " tow n ."  From H a v e r f i e l d  to

B ra n ig a n  t h e  number o f  known Roman towns has grown to prove th a t

u rb a n iz a t io n  spread across  the nor th .

C iv i t a s  C ap i ta l s

The deve lopm en t  o f  Romanized c e n t e r s  began with  the depa r tu re  

of  the  m i l i t a r y .  As mentioned above,  Rome had l e a r n e d  a f t e r  A.D. 

60/61 to  be le s s  s t r i c t  on the Br i tons  and by then had tu rned  t r i b a l  

r eg ions  in to  s e l f -g o v e rn in g  c i v i t a t e s  pereg r inae  by im per ia l  decree.  

The c o n c e p t  was s t a r t e d  dur ing  the Republic,  a per iod  when as Rome 

began to grow and her  boundaries  touched new lands .  C l i en t  kingdoms

3  R . I .B .  vo l .  1. 934.
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had been formed as b u f f e r s .  Expansion had served t o  in t roduce  Roman 

goods beyond the occupied  a r e a s  and t o  Romanize t h e  p e o p l e  g r a d ­

u a l ly .  In the  fu tu r e ,  should a takeover  be necessa ry ,  fewer changes 

would have to  be made. T r i b a l  p o l i t i c a l  independence was n o t  l o s t  

though as a c i v i t a s  c a p i t a l  was labe led  by Rome to  watch over the 

t r i b a l  a r e a s  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  convenience.  In n o r th e rn  B r i t a i n ,

t h e  H a d r i a n i c  p e r i o d  marked th e  development of c i v i t a t e s  and the
. 4

l a s t  r e c o r d e d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t r u l y  c i v i l i a n  areas  in  the  province .  

Wi th  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  S ev e ru s  t h e  c i v i t a s  c a p i t a l s  developed in to  

f u l l y  Romanized c e n t e r s .

N o r t h e r n  B r i t a i n  was d i v i d e d  o r i g i n a l l y  i n t o  two c i v i t a t e s : 

t h a t  o f  the Br igan tes  in  the west and o f  the P a r i s i  in the  e a s t .  In  

each the  major t r i b a l  c e n t e r s  rem a in ed  the  c a p i t a l s .  A ldborough ,  

I s u r i u m  B r i g a n tu m , which  had been  C a r t i m a n d u a 1s c a p i t a l ,  s t i l l  

g overned  B r i g a n t i a n  l a n d s , ^  w h i l e  i n  the  e a s t  i t  i s  known from 

Ptolemy th a t  Brough-on-Humber, P e t u a r i a  Par isorum, was the  p o l i s  or 

c i v i t a s  o f  t h e  P a r i s i . * *  L a t e r  on in the t h i r d  c en tu ry ,  Brigantium 

would be d i v i d e d  in  h a l f ,  thus c r e a t i n g  another  c i v i t a s  c a p i t a l  a t  

C a r l i s l e ,  Luguva lum. These were c l i e n t  kingdons p r i o r  to  71, when 

P e t i l i u s  C e r i a l i s  found i t  n e c e s s a ry  to take  c o n t ro l  of  the  north 

and tu r n  them in to  s t a t i o n s  fo r  the  Roman army. Under H ad r ia n  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  was r e l a x e d ,  the  c a p i t a l s  named, and town growth began.

T h e re  were d i s t i n c t  d i f f e r e n c e s  be tween the  co lon ia  and the

Wacher, Towns, p. 375. 
g I b i d . , p. 398.
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c i v i t a t e s . Whereas the co lon ia  was a Roman s e t t l e m e n t ,  the  c i v i t a s

was a t r i b a l  community whose i n h a b i t a n t s  were not Roman c i t i z e n s . ^

However, t h i s  changed in the t h i r d  cen tu ry  in  212 with  C a ra c a l l a  ' s

C o n s t i t u t i o  Antonin iana  which gave Roman c i t i z e n s h i p  to  a l l  f reeborn

p r o v i n i c i a l s . The change g r e a t l y  in f luenced  f u r th e r  development of

towns in  n a t iv e  a r e a s .  The second d i f f e r e n c e  d id  n o t  change w i th

t im e .  Whereas c o l o n i a  and m un ic ip ium  a r e  p r e c i s e  L a t in  terms to

d e f i n e  a town and t h e  rank o f  i t s  c i t i z e n s ,  a cantonal  c a p i t a l  had

8no L a t i n  e q u i v a l e n t .  I n  the Medi terranean world the  c i t y  was most 

im por tant .  T e r r i t o r y  was given to t h e  Roman towns,  bu t  t h o s e  who 

l i v e d  t h e r e  looked to  the  town as the  s t a t e  and not the sur rounding 

land as the  B r i t o n s  d i d .  To th e  B r i t o n s ,  A ldborough was a l l  o f  

I s u r i u m  B r i g a n t i u m  and Brough-on-Humber was a l l  o f  P e t u r i a  P a r i -  

s o r i u m , w hereas  t h o s e  who he ld  Roman c i t i z e n s h i p  longer recognized 

York,  Eboracum, as the s t a t e .  York was the c l o s e s t  th ing  to a c i t y  

l i k e  Rome t h a t  B r i t a n n i a  I n f e r i o r  h a d ,  b u t  to  t h e  n a t i v e s  the  

p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  a n c i e n t  l a n d s  and t r i b a l  c a p i t a l s  was more 

important .

U n l ik e  t h e  c a s e  o f  York, the re  i s  l i t t l e  evidence t h a t  can be 

d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to the t h i r d  cen tu ry  th a t  w i l l  show g r e a t  advances  

in  town l i f e  i n  the c i v i t a t e s . Datable evidence is even l e s s  common 

i n  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  and i t  i s  on the  b a s i s  of  th e  b i t s  and p i e c e s  

a v a i l a b l e  th a t  the g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  i s  made t h a t  i f  r e f i n e d  a r c h i -

 ̂ A.L.F. R ive t .  Town and Country in Roman B r i t a i n  (London: Hutchinson 
„ and Co. ,  1958), p.  64.

I b i d . , p. 65.
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t e c t u r a l  designs are dated to the t h i r d  century  in  York, then b e t t e r

l i v in g  c o n d i t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n o r t h  can  be p l a c e d  d u r i n g  th e

t h i r d  and fou r th  c e n t u r i e s .  The in formation  i s  s l i g h t  bu t ,  a l l  the

same, i t  does i n d i c a t e  growth through the  Severan peace.

The a r e a  t o  th e  e a s t  of  York along the  North Sea was the land

of  the  P a r i s i ,  a people sa id  to be poss ib ly  c o n n e c t e d  w i th  a t r i b e

found a round  mode rn -day  P a r i s  a t  the  time of  C a e s a r ' s  conquest of  

9G au l .  I f  such  a c o n n e c t i o n  were t r u e ,  i t  would he lp  exp la in  why

the  P a r i s i  of  B r i t a i n  remained peace fu l  toward Rome, i . e .  a n c e s t r a l

c o n n e c t i o n s  p re s e rv in g  peace.  Whatever the connec tion ,  i f  any, the

P a r i s i  never cha l lenged  Roman a u t h o r i t y  in B r i t a i n .

Aside from P to lemy 's  Geography, Blough i s  a l s o  mentioned in the

Ravenna Cosmography^  and in the Antonine I t i n e r a r y , ^  but without  the

t r i b a l  s u f f i x .  I t s  importance and r e c o g n i t io n  by Ptolemy lay  in i t s

s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n  on the Humber River .  The peacefu l  n a t u r e  of  th e

P a r i s i  s e r v e d  as  a b u f f e r  to  B r i g a n t i a  and l e t  Rome use  Brough

( P e t u a r i a ) as a por t  to  serve i t s  nor thwes te rn  a rea  around Linco ln .

In  t h e  f i r s t  c e n t u r y ,  a f o r t  was b u i l t  t h e r e  and a t  Malton (Der-

v e n t i o ) f o r  p r o t e c t i o n .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  th a t  a Roman advance was
12 . .d e s i r e d  by the P a r i s i  fo r  b e t t e r  c o n t ro l  of  the B r ig a n te s .  P e t i l i u s  

C e r i a l i s  used  t h e  l i n e  f o r  a d v a n c in g  t o  York i n  71 -7 2 .  Under 

A g r i c o l a  t h e  m i l i t a r y  was removed from Brough and rep laced  with a

_

R iver t  and Smith,  Place-Names, p. 436.
"Ravenna Cosmography." in Rivet  and Smith P lace-names , 107 (138),  p.

i i  208.
"Antonine I t i n e r a r y , "  I t e r  I 466^, p. 155.
Wacher, Towns, pp. 394-95.
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c i v i l  governm en t .  At t h a t  time i t  became a la rge  depot ,  poss ib ly  

to se rve  the l a rg e  f o r t  t h a t  remained in Malton as w e l l  as  t h a t  o f  

York.

The Hadrianic pe r iod  c re a te d  the b igges t  changes.  At th a t  time 

Brough became a b a s e  for  the c l a s s i s  B r i t a n n i c a . The e a r l i e r  f o r t  

and depo t  were  moved away on a l i n e  o f  defense  fo r  the new naval  

base.  This i n i t i a t e d  a s e p a r a t io n  between m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n .

E a r l i e r  a s e t t l e m e n t  had begun to grow in nearby Borth Fer r iby  

where the c i v i l i a n s  became c e n t e r e d .  An i n s c r i p t i o n  found t h e r e  

d e s c r i b e d  i t  as  t h e  v icus  P e t u a r i e n s i s , s e t  up by a Roman c i t i z e n ,  

M. U lp iu s  L a n a u r i u s ,  to ded ic a te  a new proscaenium of  a t h e a t e r  at  

B r o u g h . ^  T h i s  p l a c e s  t h e  P r a e t o r i u m  (P e t u a r i a ) o f  the  Antonine 

I t i n e r a r y  a t  Brough, the  c i v i t a s  governing u n i t .

P r i o r  t o  t h e  t h i r d  c en tu ry ,  i t  can be seen t h a t  Brough held a 

s i z a b l e  c i v i l i a n  community and had t h e  l u x u r y  o f  a t h e a t e r .  From 

th e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y  on ,  how ever ,  Brough becomes more vague.  There 

seems to  have been a decrease  in  the popula t ion  and c o l l a p s e  o f  th e  

l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  ̂ T h ree  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  can be suggested for  the 

t o w n ' s  d e c l i n e :  o n e ,  t h e  r i s e  o f  York to  a c o l o n i a  migh t  have

a t t r a c t e d  many; two,  p e r h a p s  poor  management by a p r e f e c t ;  and 

t h r e e ,  poor connec tions  because of  t h e  l a c k  o f  r o a d s  t h a t  came to  

Brough and l im i t e d  i t s  t r a d e  by road with o the r  c e n t e r s .  There was 

not  t o t a l  c o l l a p s e ,  however: a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  f i n d s  from b e f o r e  the

I b i d . ,  p. 395.
R . I .B .  vo l .  1. 707.
Wacher, Towns, p. 397.
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t h i r d  c e n t u r y  ended in d i c a te  t h a t  a school  of  raosa ic is t s  had formed 

here and f lo u r i s h e d .  This does not  seem u n l i k e l y ,  as  i n  t h e  s o u th  

C i r e n c e s t e r  a l so  had a school o f  raosa ic i s t s  whi le  i t s  town was a lso  

lo s ing  people .  All  the same, Wacher descr ibed  Brough as a  " f a i l e d

i. 16town".

Brough i s  not  a success s to r y  in  re spec t  to  i t s  growth,  but i t

does show t h a t  people were a t t r a c t e d  to  th e  Roman l i f e s t y l e  o f f e r e d

in  nearby towns or in  the count ry .  A small  popula t ion  did remain in

the town th rough  t h e  f o u r t h  c e n t u r y ,  n o t  as a b s o r b e r s  o f  common

l i v i n g ,  but  as d i s t r i b u t o r s  through the m o s a i c i s t s .

I f  Brough c o l l a p s e d  in  t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y ,  d id  i t  rem a in  a

c i v i t a s  c a p i t a l  or  was i t s  land absorbed in to  t o t a l  c o n t ro l  by York?

There i s  no c e r t a i n  evidence t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  what happened, but  i t  is

l i k e l y  t h a t  w i t h  i t s  d e c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n ,  Brough d i d  l o s e  i t s

t i t l e .  York would not  have gained more t e r r i t o r y ,  for  to  take  na t ive

lands  went a g a i n s t  Rome's  p o l i c y  i n  B r i t a i n .  I n s t e a d ,  what i s

p o s s i b l e  i s  t h a t  t h e  M a l t o n /N o r to n  a r e a  became t h e  new c i v i t a s

c a p i t a l .  For  as Brough d w in d le d ,  M alton  was " b e i n g  r e b u i l t ,

extended,  and im p ro v e d . " ^

The s u c c e s s  o f  M al ton ,  accord ing  to  the d i r e c t o r  of  the s i t e ,

P e te r  L. Wenham, was due to  the seven and p o s s i b l y  n i n e  ro a d s  t h a t  

18r a d i a t e d  from i t .  In  the  Antonine I t i n e r a r y , I t e r  I  p laces  Malton

17 P e te r  L. Wenham, Derventio (Malton) (H uddersf ie ld ,  England: Cameo
Books, 1974), p. 39.
I b i d . ,  p. 41.
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19in  the ce n te r  o f  the e a s t e r n  roadways out of  York. These connected 

Malton with var ious  m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  as w ell  as the k i l n s  and 

p o t t e r i e s  of  the  e a s t .  However, th e re  is  only one p iece  of  evidence 

th a t  i n d i c a te s  the  a u t h o r i t y  Malton may have h e l d .  The a r r i v a l  of  

t h e  numerus P e t u a r i e n s i u m , from P e t u a r i a , i n  the  f o r t  a t  Malton 

would i n d i c a t e  a change  in  Brough 's  p o s i t i o n .  U nfo r tuna te ly ,  the 

only t i t l e  given so f a r  f o r  t h e  c i v i l i a n  s e t t l e m e n t  i s  t h a t  o f  a 

v i c u s , a s e t t l e m e n t  o u t s i d e  o f  a f o r t .  I t  i s  p l a c e d  in  t h i s  

s e c t i o n ,  though,  because o f  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to Brough-on-Humber and 

the p o s s i b i l i t y  of  i t s  t i t u l a r  i n c r e a s e .

The b e g i n n i n g s  o f  Maltop were  m en t ioned  above .  T he re  was 

l i t t l e  change u n t i l  the r e ig n s  o f  H ad r ian  and A n to n in u s  P iu s  when

sound h ouses  o f  s t o n e  began t o  a p p e a r  and take  on the shape of  a
20 . . town. From c.  200-367 the  s e t t l em en t  was a t  i t s  peak in  p r o s p e r i t y

and popula t ion .

U n l ik e  York ,  M a l to n  grew w i th  no p l a n ,  f i r s t  along the main

road in to  the f o r t  and then branching  out  i n t o  na r row  s t r e e t s  and
22  . . .a l l e y s .  Most of  th e  s t r u c t u r e s  m  the  a rea  show cont inuous  use in

a l l  p e r io d s ,  w i t h  t h e  changes  d a t i n g  each p e r i o d .  The m a j o r i t y
. . .  23 .i n d i c a t e d  a g r e a t  degree  of  "comfort  and s o p h i s t i c a t i o n . "  E i th e r  

w a te r  was p ip e d  i n t o  t h e  h ouses  o r  houses  had t h e i r  own w e l l s .  

P r i v a t e  l a t r i n e s  were n o t  uncommon. A l l  b u i ld ings  had f l o o r s  of

19
„ 0  "Antonine I t i n e r a r y "  I t e r  I ,  p. 155.

N. Mitchelson,  "Roman Malton: The C i v i l i a n  Settlement,"' .  Yorkshire
Archaeo log ica l  Jou rna l  41 (1963-66):  235.

9 9  P. Wenham. D erven t io . p. 36.
23 I b i d ’Ib id .
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e i t h e r  b e a t e n  c l a y ,  opus signinum, o r ,  as  in the case of  the "Town
24

House", mosaic pavements.

E x c a v a t i o n s  i n  Orchard  F ie ld  have r evea led  t h a t ,  un l ike  York,

where t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y  b ro u g h t  i n  a new a l i g n m e n t ,  M a l t o n ' s

c i v i l i a n  se t t l e m e n t  i n d i c a t e s  new per iods  by i n t e r n a l  r e p a i r s  r a t h e r
25than major changes.  Building "A" in  the shop area  i n  the southwest

corner  shows cont inuous  use through var ious  laye rs  o f  cement f l o o r s .

One l a y e r  r e p re s e n t s  the l a t e  second cen tury  with a p iece  of  Samian

ware, Dragendorf  31, another  s ea led  coins of  G al l ienus  and Claudius

I I ,  w h i l e  in the  l a t r i n e  a s tone  sea led  c o in s ,  the l a t e s t  being one
26of  D io c l e t i a n .  In  each per iod the  b u i l d i n g ' s  s i z e  inc reased .

By f a r  the most impressive s t r u c t u r e  of  the  peak per iod  is  th a t

known as the  "Town H ouse" .  The b u i l d in g  stood nea r  the southeas t

g a t e  of  t h e  f o r t  a l o n g  a r o a d  e i g h t e e n  f e e t  wide t h a t  was used
27

throughout the Roman per iod ;  continuous use of  the road adds to  the

c o n t i n u i t y  of the  b u i l d in g  and i t s  use.  I t s  facade was o f  c h i s e l e d
28s t o n e  w i t h  a s i x - f o o t  wide doorway and windows o f  g l a s s .  The

i n t e r i o r  i s  hea ted  by a hypocaus t  system with f lu e s  going i n t o  each

room c o v e re d  by a f l o o r  made of  c o n c r e t e  o r  m osa ics  o f  c o lo r fu l  

29t  e s s e r a e . Although the "House" was c ons t ruc ted  in  the l a t e  second 

c e n t u r y ,  i t s  improvements along luxury l i n e s  were t h i r d  cen tu ry  and 

cont inued in to  the fo u r th .

I b i d . , pp. 36-37.  
Mitchelson,  "Malton,"

2 6  T h i A„ 7  I b id .
2 3  I b i d . ,  p. 217. 

Ib id

p.  213.

29 I D i a .

I b i d . ,  p. 219; and P. Wenham, D erven t io , p. 37.
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The l i m i t s  of t h i s  c i v i l i a n  s e t t l e m e n t  did not end a t  the River 

Derwent .  F i f t e e n  mi les  away in  Eboracum a small  s e t t l em en t  crossed 

t h e  R iv e r  Ouse ,  grew,  expanded ,  and f l o u r i s h e d  in  the wake of  the 

th i r d  cen tury .  Is t h i s  what happened in Malton, with the  se t t lem en t  

th a t  grew across  the  Derwent in  modern-day Norton? There i s  l i t t l e  

d o u b t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Wenham t h a t  t h e  w e a l t h  t h a t  Eboracum gained

h e l p e d  n e a r b y  M a l t o n / N o r t o n  by t h e  m u l t i p l e  r o a d s  t h a t  p as sed
. 30through and d i s t r i b u t e d  t r a d e  goods.

N or ton  was more Romanized th a n  M a l to n ,  w i t h  i t s  s t r e e t s

c r o s s i n g  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s  r a t h e r  than the hodge podge found in the

l a t t e r .  This a l s o  p a r a l l e l s  York 's  growth with the idea o f  a planned

s e t t l e m e n t ,  a g rowing  a r e a  f o r  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p o t t e r i e s  from

the numerous nearby k i l n s .

The N or ton  k i l n s  were some o f  t h e  most  p r o s p e r o u s  i n  E as t

Yorksh ire.  This  p r o s p e r i t y  seemed to  be due t o  t h e  k i l n s  h a v in g

t h e i r  own f u r n a c e s ,  w hereas  Crambeck to  the south  had one furnace

for each p a i r  of  k i l n s .  Excavators o f  t h e  k i l n s  d e s c r i b e  them as

R o m a n o - B r i t i s h  in  s t r u c t u r e  and in  t h e  s t y l e  o f  p o t t e r y  they  

31p ro d u c e d .  According to  t h e i r  p o t t e r y  remains,  the se  k i l n s  were a t

32t h e i r  peak of  p roduc t ion  in  the  period  between 220-280. The na t ive

c a l c i t e  g r i t t e d  ware o f  t h e  Y o r k s h i r e  Wolds and Moors c r e a t e d  a
3 3

monopoly in  t h e  c o o k i n g  pot  m a r k e t .  Beakers ,  f l ag o n s ,  and face 

vases ,  o r i g i n a l l y  imported  from Germany,  began  t o  be p roduced  i n

30 .P. Wenham. D erven t io , p. 39.
I b i d . , pp. 40-41.
I b i d . , p. 40.
Mitchelson ,  "Malton",  p. 242.
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Norton and were found in  York.

T here  a r e  s t i l l  many q u e s t i o n s  to  be answered about Malton- 

/Norton and the r o l e  i t  played in the P a r i s i  c i v i t a t e s , but  i t  was a 

s u c c e s s  f o r  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  as  an ex p a n d in g  town community w i th  

economic s t r e n g t h  and p o s s ib le  p o l i t i c a l  power. However, t h i s  would 

n o t  l a s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  f o u r t h  c e n t u r y .  L a t e  i n  t h e  t h i r d  century 

Carausius and A l le c tu s  weakened the  economic s t r u c t u r e  w i th  t h e i r  

t a k e o v e r ,  b u t  d id  n o t  c au s e  a t o t a l  c o l l a p s e .  O u t s id e  invas ions 

caused such communities to  f a l l .  S t i l l ,  w h i l e  t h e  European con­

t i n e n t  was weakening in  towns, a small  town in the Moors of  nor thern  

England prospered .

N o r th w e s t  o f  York was A ld b o ro u g h ,  I s u r i u m  B r i g a n tu m , th e  

c i v i t a s  c a p i t a l  o f  th e  B r ig a n te s .  This  t r i b e  occupied the l a r g e s t  

a r e a  in  B r i t a i n :  from t h e  Lake D i s t r i c t  to  York and from the

southern  po in t  o f  the Pennines to j u s t  no r th  of  H adr ian ' s  Wal l .  The 

t e r r i t o r i u m  t h a t  was g iv e n  to  t h e  f o r t r e s s  of  York was a p a r t  of  

B r i g a n t i a ,  p o s s i b l y  th e  t r i b e s '  s o u t h e a s t  s trongho ld .  Rome gen­

e r a l l y  t r i e d  to fol low the t r i b a l  boundaries as much as p o s s i b l e  in  

o r g a n i z i n g  th e  c i v i t a t e s . The B r ig a n t ian  and P a r i s i a n  lands l a id  

the l i m i t s  fo r  B r i t a n n i a  I n f e r i o r .

The Roman c h o i c e  f o r  A ldborough  was no t  due to  any previous 

Br igan t ian  use.  There are  s igns  t h a t  some of  th e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  

n a t i v e s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  area  because o f  l o c a l  r e l i g i o u s  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

Hence Rome wished to use t h i s  to p rese rve  peace w i th  t h e  B r i g a n t e s
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by fu r th e r  recogn iz ing  the importance o f  the area  . The choice a lso

c o u l d  have been to have the c i v i t a s  away from York ye t  c lo se  enough

to  keep an eye on the troublesome t r i b e .

Rome had had p rob lem s  w i th  t h e  t r i b e  from t h e  l a t e  f i r s t

c e n t u r y  w i th  Queen Cartimandua and he r  husband Venutius and o f f  and

on d u r i n g  t h e  second  c e n t u r y .  Dur ing  t h e  F l a v i a n  p e r i o d  some

agreement must have  been reached as s u b s t a n t i a l  bu i ld ings  began to
3 5

a p p e a r  a t  t h a t  time on the  nor thwest  s id e  o f  the  defenses .  Like ly  

in  the  per iod  of  Hadrian,  a formal p l a n  was l a i d  ou t  f o r  t h e  town 

when Rome's c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  n o r t h  was c e r t a i n  through the consol­

id a t io n  of  H adr ian ' s  Wall.  There i s  no e v i d e n c e  to  i n d i c a t e  t h a t

t h e  town g a i n e d  any im p o r ta n c e  p r i o r  to the t h i r d  cen tu ry .  P t o l -

36em y 's  Geography c a l l s  i t  m e re ly  I s u r i u m , while  in  the Antonine

37I t i n e r a r y  i t  i s  I s u r i u m  B r ig a n tu m . The l a t t e r ' s  b e i n g  more 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  l a t e  second and e a r l y  t h i r d  cen tury  towns places  

Aldborough's  p o l i t i c a l  growth a t  t h i s  t im e .  The l a c k  o f  i n s c r i p ­

t i o n s  makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  be any more p r e c i s e .  I t  i s  a l s o  

p o s s ib le  t h a t  a t  t h i s  t im e  Rome f e l t  t h e  B r i g a n t e s  in  t h i s  a r e a  

cou ld  be t r u s t e d  w i t h  more s e l f  government.  This must have been 

t rue  as the Br igan tes  did not  cha l lenge  Rome a f t e r  t h i s ,  and l a t e r ,  

in the nor thwest ,  f u r t h e r  r i g h t s  were g ranted .

Although Hadrian i n i t i a t e d  the growth of  the  town, the m a jo r i ty

34
Wacher, Towns, p.  379.
D oro thy  Charlesworth.  Aldborough Roman Town and Museum (London: 
Her M a je s ty ' s  S t a t i o n a r y  O f f ice ,  1970) p . 10.
Ptolemy 2 .3 .1 0 .
"Antonine I t i n e r a r y " I t e r  V 476, p. 162.
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o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  found on th e  s i t e  d a t e s  to  the t h i r d  century .

Mosaics and pa in ted  p l a s t e r  found in the n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  desc r ibe

a f l o u r i s h i n g  town o f  wea lth .  In  the  middle o f  the cen tu ry ,  during

th e  r e i g n  o f  D e c i u s ,  2 4 9 -2 5 1 ,  th e  town r e c e i v e d  w a l l s  and an

improved road  s y s t e m  t h a t  p roved  p r o s p e r i t y  was n o t  b r i e f ,  but

38r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  the e n t i r e  per iod .

I s u r i u m  was the most Roman of small  towns in  no r the rn  B r i t a i n .

I t s  s t r e e t s  were on a r eg u la r  g r id  with  the public  square,  or  forum,
3 9

i n  the c e n te r .  Long w all s  with sec t ioned  rooms appear to r ep resen t

a wing of the forum o r  perhaps pa r t  o f  the o f f i c e s  o r  rooms b eh ind
40th e  b a s i l i c a .  Sou th  o f  th e  w es t  g a t e  o f  the  defenses  was found

pa r t  o f  a bathhouse a t t a c h e d  to  a p r iv a t e  r e s id e n c e .

With th e  end o f  t h e  second  c e n tu ry  came an earthwork defense

around the town. Before th e  next  cen tury  was h a l f  o v e r ,  a masonry

w a l l  r e p l a c e d  the  earthworks .  The w a l l s  enclosed  n e a r ly  f i f t y - f i v e

acres  in a p la y ing  card shape,  but with the southwest  and n o r t h e a s t

c o r n e r s  b e i n g  s t r a i g h t  l i n e d  r a t h e r  th a n  rounded. Corner towers

were added a t  t h i s  t ime.  In s ide  the wall s  was found  a s t o n e - l i n e d
41

water  tank se rv iced  by an aqueduct fo r  the water  supply.

All  o f  th e  above i n d i c a t e  a town of  w e a l t h ,  b u t  t h e  houses  

found prove to show the  luxury the  townspeople enjoyed.

One house  has  r e v e a l e d  a long c o r r i d o r  t h a t  l e a d s  i n t o  an

38, q Charlesworth,  Aldborough, pp. 11-12.
I b i d . ,  p. 3.

. .  Wacher, Towns, p . 399.
I b i d . ,  pp. 401-402.
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a p s i d a l  room. The w a l l s  a r e  p a i n t e d  i n  a d e s i g n  t h a t  i m i t a t e s
42 . .m a rb l e  v e n e e r s  and f o l i a g e  p a t t e r n s .  In a second b u i l d in g  the re

were two wings found with  a colonnaded c e n t r a l  c o u r t y a r d .  A hypo-

c a u s t  h e a t e d  a l l  t h e  rooms,  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  ones having f ine

mosaics cover ing the f l o o r .  The p a t t e r n s  were g e n e ra l l y  geometrical

o r  f l o r a l .  In  t h e  a p s i d a l  room th e  l a r g e s t  was found with Greek

43l o o k i n g  f i g u r e s  and o b j e c t s ,  but because of severe damage i t  is

d i f f i c u l t  t o  be c e r t a i n .  The workmanship  was th e  b e s t  o f  t h e

mosaics.  Another mosaic d e p ic t s  a crude des ign of  Romulus and Remus,

s i m i l a r  in p ro p o r t io n  to the Venus pavement a t  Rudston V i l l a .

Two o the r  mosaics remain _in s i t u . One, with va r ious  borders  of
4 5

b lack ,  white ,  ye l low, and red g u i l l o c h e s ,  and V i t ruv ian  s c r o l l ,  has
46

a c e n t r a l  s q u a r e  w i t h  a l i o n  r e s t i n g  under a palm t r e e .  Another,

made o f  the same c o lo r s ,  had borders  o f  s w i r l s ,  g u i l l o c h e s ,  and a

meander p a t t e r n  surrounding a square t h a t  conta ined  an e i g h t -p o in t e d

s t a r .  This was not  the  house of  a common l a b o re r .

T h e re  i s  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  t o  p r o v i d e  i n - d e p t h  d e t a i l s  o f  the

in d u s t ry  o f  the town. However, fo r  a town of weal th  i t  appears th a t

r a t h e r  t h a n  d i s t r i b u t i n g  f i n i s h e d  produc ts  brought in  from r u r a l

47a r e a s ,  Aldborough preserved  the an c i e n t  B r ig a n t ian  c r a f t s  o f  bone 

and metal  working and s o ld  t h e i r  own goods f i n i s h e d  from t h e  raw

Jl? I b i d . ,  p. 402. 

44 I b i d -. c Char lesworth,  Aldborough, p. 5.
. ,  I b i d . , p. 6.
46  T U ' J

47 I b ^d -' I b i d . ,  p. 13.
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m a t e r i a l .  I t  was u n u s u a l  f o r  an u rb a n  c e n t e r  to  be a producer 

r a t h e r  than a d i s t r i b u t o r  o f  goods ,  b u t  l i k e  York Aldborough  had 

g a in e d  i t s  w e a l t h  from l o c a l  c r a f t s  and served as a t h i r d - c e n tu r y  

i n d u s t r i a l  town.

The a r e a  t h a t  A ldborough governed  was d e s c r ib e d  above. For 

n e a r l y  a cen tu ry ,  i t  remains the  only  major ce n t e r  in the c i v i t a t e s  

and r e q u i r e d  l i t t l e  work to g overn  the  I ron  Age s t y l e  farms th a t  

were t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  w e s t .  I n  the  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  the  c e n t u r y ,  

though ,  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  a r e a  a l o n g  H a d r i a n ' s  Wall began to  develop 

Romanized towns. Of th e se ,  C a r l i s l e  or  Luguvalium, showed the most 

promise.

C a r l i s l e  i s  f i r s t  noted when in A.D.154-155 Pausanias de s c r ib e s

a Brigantian revolt which caused Antoninus Pius to deprive "the
4 9

B r i g a n t e s  of  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y . "  Since  Ald­

borough was in the process  of b u i ld in g  a town i t  seems poss ib le  t h a t  

the problem lay f u r t h e r  west .  Salway has assumed tha t  th i s  was done 

so t h a t  t h e  em peror  c o u l d  e n l a r g e  h i s  h o l d i n g s  i n  the  em p i re ,  

be c a u se  o f  th e  v i s i t  o f  an i m p e r i a l  p r o c u r a t o r . ^  Evidence does 

i n d i a c te  such a v i s i t ,  and  w i t h  no e v i d e n c e  t o  show l o c a l  a r i s ­

t o c r a t i c  c o n t r o l ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  emperor f e l t  i t  n e c e s s a r y  to take 

co n t ro l  and al low the  m i l i t a r y  t o  have the r i g h t s  to t h e  land ."^

The t h i r d  cen tu ry  brought u n re s t  to th e  con t inen t  and weakened

^  Wacher, Towns, p. 403.
- n Pausan ias  8 .4 3 .4 .

Salway, Roman B r i t a i n  1A, p. 201; R . I .B .  vol .  1. 2132. 
Salway, Roman B r i t a i n  1A, p. 277.
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t h e  e m p e r o r ' s  a b i l i t y  to  h o ld  h i s  l a n d s .  Upon assuming  c h a r g e ,  

Septimius Severus  showed no d e s i g n s  to  r e t a i n  a l l  t h a t  p r e v i o u s  

emperors  had h e l d  i n  B r i t a i n .  With permission g ran ted  to s o l d i e r s  

to  marry,  more and more f am i l i e s  s e t t l e d  ou ts ide  the  w a l l s  o f  Roman 

f o r t s .  Along H a d r i a n ' s  Wall,  the  Vallum, which served to s ep a ra te  

s o l d i e r  from c i v i l i a n ,  was swept away t o  make way fo r  urban growth.

C a r l i s l e ' s  p o s i t i o n  along the  Wall provided th e  wealth fo r  the 

s o l d i e r s '  pay ,  w h i l e  i t  a l s o  s a t  c lo se  to the p o r t  o f  Bowness for  

easy shipment of  goods to  and from t h e  town. A l th o u g h  A n to n in u s  

P iu s  migh t  have re c o g n iz e d  Lugval ium's s ig n i f i a n c e  and made i t  the 

m a jo r  m i l i t a r y  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  a rea ,  i t  would appear th a t  the  next 

c e n t u r y  promoted  i t  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  c i v i t a s  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  

c i v i t a s  o f  C a r v e t i o r u m , what i s  to d a y  th e  Cumberland P la i n .  The 

e a r l i e s t  known d a t e  o f  t h i s  happening i s  from an i n s c r i p t i o n  of  c. 

A.D. 268, b u t ,  l i k e  York, a d e f i n i t e  d a te  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  s t a t e ,  and
. 5 2

i t s  r i s e  i n  p o s i t i o n  might have occurred much e a r l i e r .  This  l a t e r

da te  p laces  i t  in  the G a l l i c  Empire of  Posthumus, 258-268.  I t  was
. 53dug up n e a r  Brougham and names the community C CAR. A tombstone

a t  Old P e n r i t h  f o r  F la v iu s  Mar t ius,  Senator  of  c i v i t a s  Carvetiorum

. . 54p r o v i d e s  t h e  only  complete s p e l l i n g  o f  the t r i b a l  c a p i t a l .  Salway 

ques t ions  whether or no t  t h i s  r e f l e c t e d  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  deve lopm ents  

t o  promote the  ex p a n s io n  of  c i v i l  s e t t l e m e n t s . " ^  This i s  p o s s i b l e ,

52c -  Breeze and Dobson, H ad r ian ' s  Wal l , p.  207.
J e f f r e y  P. S e d g l e y .  The Roman M i l e s t o n e s  o f  B r i t a i n  (Oxford: 

s , B.A.R., 1975) p.  42.
Vt R . I .B .  v o l .  1. 933.

Wacher, Towns, p. 277.
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n o t  in  t h e  sense o f  c r e a t i n g  the  c i v i t a t e s , bu t ,  as Wacher looks at 

i t ,  as  t h e  e a r l i e s t  d iv i s io n  o f  d u t i e s  between m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l ­

ian ,  a move which did  not occur o u ts id e  of  B r i t a i n  u n t i l  t h e  r e i g n  

o f  D i o l e c t i a n . ^  In  c r e a t in g  the s e p a ra t e  empire,  Posthumus may have 

found i t  necessary  to  balance th ings  between s o l d i e r s  and c i v i l i a n s  

i f  he wished to  have c i v i l i a n  s u p p o r t .^
Such a d i v i s i o n  would have given more se l f -g o v e rn in g  r i g h t s  to  

t h e  p a g i  o f  t h e  c i v i t a t e s . By l e s s e n i n g  m i l i t a r y  c o n t ro l ,  the 

c u r i a l e s  in  the  va r ious  d i s t r i c t s  gained c o n t ro l  of  the lead and/or 

i r o n  mines  in  t h e i r  a r e a s .  B r a n i g a n ,  in  h i s  s tudy  o f  the  nor th ,  

noted the high d e n s i ty  of  s e t t l em en t  in  the western v a l l e y s .  There

a s u r p l u s  o f  l o c a l  p r o d u c t i o n  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  i n l a n d  f o r t s  and 

58towns.  T h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  was r u r a l  -  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and p a s t o r a l  

- r e q u i r i n g  h ighe r  taxes .  With c o n t ro l  of  the mines the c i v i l i a n s  in 

the west could he lp  to  prevent  a g r e a t e r  f i n a n c i a l  d i v i s i o n  with i t s  

e a s te rn  c o u n t e r p a r t .

C a r l i s l e  must have  been a town o f  im p re s s iv e  s i z e  and la rge

59 .b u i l d i n g s .  In  an anonymous biography o f  St .  Cuthber t ,  Cuthbert  m

A.D. 685 d e s c r i b e d  l a r g e  w a l l s  of  Roman o r i g i n .^  Beyond t h i s  the

finds  are small and t e l l  us l i t t l e  of  the type o f  p e o p l e  who l i v e d

t h e r e .  The w e s t  c o n ta in e d  many Romano-British s e t t l e m e n t s ,  and i t

5 I b i d . ,  p. 407.
, - 8  Salway, Roman B r i t a i n  1A, p. 277.

Nick Higham, "Native S e t t lem en ts  West of  the P enn ines , "  in  Rome and 
the  B r igan tes  ed.  by Branigan,  p. 47.
Dorothy Char lesworth ,  Roman C a r l i s l e , p. 123.

Vita S a n c t i  C u th b e r t i ,  4.
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i s  assumed on t h e  b a s i s  o f  i n s c r i p t i o n s  t h a t  C a r l i s l e  conta ined  a

mixture of  people .  Will iam of  Malmesbury recorded numerous a l t a r s  to 
61many gods: l o c a l ,  C e l t i c ,  and e a s t e r n .  There were i n s c r i p t i o n s  to

62 63 64 65Mars Barrex,  Mars B e la tuca d rus , Mars Ocelus,  Mars and V ic to ry ,

66and C a u t e s ,  a t t e n d a n t  t o  M i t h r a s ,  and the usual  d ed i c a t i o n s  to

var ious  Mother Goddesses and the Genius. There i s  one i n s c r i p t i o n

6  7o f  a Greek C h r i s t i a n ,  P a p i a s ,  p o s s i b l y  a t r a d e r .  A l l  of  these

i n d i c a t e  a d iv e r s e  p opu la t ion  engaged in  t r a d e  and commerce and with

6 8a m i l i t a r y  background.  The evidence i s  l im i ted  but serves  to show 

a sound community of  weal th  and s i z e  o n ly  a few h u nd red  f e e t  from 

the  f r o n t i e r .

The c i v i t a s  c a p i t a l s  r e f l e c t  t h e  w e a l t h  t h a t  t h i r d  cen tury  

R o m a n iz a t io n  b r o u g h t  t o  them. Only one,  P e t u a r i a  , Brough-on- 

Humber, f a i l e d  as a town, but  s t i l l  main ta ined  i t s  urban look.  This 

can be unders tood  by s t u d y i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e .  

M a l to n ,  A ld b o ro u g h ,  and C a r l i s l e  lay  in the ce n t e r  of  major t r ade  

rou te s  to the  m i l i t a r y  with  more than one access  ro u te .  Aldborough  

a l o n e  became so busy  t h a t  a s p e c i a l  road  was b u i l t  to  take some 

t r a f f i c  to  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  town.*^  Such w e a l t h  as t h e s e  towns 

a c q u i r e d  was due to  t h e  deve lopm en t  o f  Roman s t y l e d  towns ,  an

■ Charlesworth,  Roman C a r l i s l e , p. 122. 
.ZZ R . I .B .  v o l .

R . I .B .  vo l .
947.
948.
949.
950. 
943. 
955.

R . I .B .  vo l .  
gg R . I .B .  vo l .  
g_ R . I .B .  vo l .  
gg R . I .B .  vo l .  
g„ Charlesworth,  Roman B r i t a i n , p. 122.

Sedgley,  M i le s tones ,  p. 38; R . I .B .  vo l .  1. 2278.
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a c c e p t a n c e  t h a t  could not  spread f u l l y  because o f  l im i ted  wealth  at  

the end of  the period of  Roman e x p a n s i o n ,  bu t  can  be s een  in  t h e  

s m a l l e r  communities t h a t  grew up a longs ide  small f o r t s  on Hadr ian ' s  

Wall and elsewhere.

The V ic i

The u r b a n i z a t i o n  o f  n o r the rn  B r i t a i n  was not  accepted  by many 

scho la r s  as expanding beyond Eas t  Yorksh i re ;  anything smal le r  than a 

c i v i t a s  c a p i t a l  was c o n s i d e r e d  l e s s  than a town and ha rd ly  Roman. 

However,  e x c a v a t i o n s  a lo n g  H a d r i a n ' s  Wall produced numerous c i v i l  

se t t l e m e n t s  ou ts id e  the ga tes  o f  the walled f o r t s ;  remains of  these  

ap p e a re d  t o  be more than those of  a canabae. These were the v i c i , 

th e  most Romanized s e t t l e m e n t  found along the  f r o n t i e r . ^

With t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  H a d r i a n ' s  Wal l ,  n o t  o n ly  was t h e  

e x p a n s io n  o f  t h e  Roman Empire h a l t e d ,  bu t  so too  was t h e  urban 

growth  o f  B r i t a n n i a  I n f e r i o r . W i thou t  new m i l i t a r y  m a rk e t s  to 

p r o f i t  from, the  v i c i  on the w a l l  had l im i ted  markets  and th e re fo re  

l i m i t e d  g row th  p o t e n t i a l .  Under these  c i rcumstances ,  as Branigan 

s t a t e s ,  t h e  " f u l l  s p e c t r u m  o f  u r b a n i z a t i o n  i n  B r i t a i n "  must be 

expanded t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  v i c i , ^  f o r  they were of  Roman des ign  and 

r ep resen ted  town l i f e  as much as was p o s s ib le  a t  the boundary of  the 

Empire.

The v i c i  owed t h e i r  e x i s t en ce  to  the fo r t  t h a t  s a t  in  f ron t  of

7 1  Salway, "U rb a n iza t r io n  in the N or th ,"  p. 8 . 
I b id .
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72them. In  them r e s id e d  the fam i l i e s  o f  s o l d i e r s ,  i f  they possessed 

them, and the p la ce  where the s o l d i e r  h im se l f  would r e t i r e .  This was 

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tw een  a v i c u s  and a c a n a b a e ; th e  former housed 

fam i l i e s  and some shops,  the l a t e r  was the shop and s to rage  area for  

a l e g i o n a r y  f o r t r e s s .  A v i c u s  was a l so  known as a s u b d iv i s io n  of  

t h e  c a n a b a e , b u t  a c c o r d i n g  to  Ulp ian,  a lawyer and adv i so r  to the 

em peror ,  t h e  v i c u s  can be considered  a s ep a ra te  and s e l f -g o v e rn in g  

u n i t .  Ulpian s t a t e s ,  " The man who comes from a vicus  i s  cons idered

a c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  l o c a l  government  u n i t  t o  which  t h a t  v i c u s  an-

73 . . . .swers".  In  o th e r  words the v icus  i t s e l f  i s  r e s p o n s ib le  to the re s

p u b l i c a , t h e  s t a t e ,  and not to a l e s s e r  in d i v id u a l .  The r e s  publica

fo r  the n o r th e rn  v i c i  remains unknown, bu t ,  as Salway s t a t e s ,  due to

s p e c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  given to Aldborough,  and l a t e r  C a r l i s l e ,  i t

i s  known t h a t  in  the c i v i t a s  of  the  B r igan tes  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  f e l l  to

74t h e  l o c a l  a r i s t o c r a c y .  However, whatever the sm a l le r  s e t t l e m e n t s '  

p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s ,  t h e y  a r e  known t o  have  been  c a l l e d  v i c i  by 

i n s c r i p t i o n s  a t  Housteads and Vindolanda . ^  They e x i s t e d  because of 

the  presence of  a f o r t ,  but  they were not  r e spons ib le  to  i t .

I n  t h e  second  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  Vallum p r o v id e d  a c l e a r  d iv i s io n  

be tw een  t h e  c i v i l i a n  s e t t l e m e n t  and the army. However, the t h i r d  

c e n t u r y  showed th e  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  such  a d i v i s i o n ,  w i th  t h e  

f i l l i n g  i n  o f  t h e  d i t c h  and the expanding of  the  c i v i l  s e t t l em en ts

72 Breeze and Dobson, Wall , p. 191.
Ulpian Diges t  50 .1 .30 .

7 e Salway, "Urban iza t ion  in the North" ,  p. 13. 
■ R . I .B .  v o l .  1. 1616, 1750.
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to  the ga tes  of  the  f o r t s .  Within the m i l i t a r y  reforms of  Septimius 

S everus  was t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h i s  change  on t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  i . e .  by 

p e r m i t t i n g  s o l d i e r s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  m arry  w h i l e  s t i l l  i n  s e r v i c e .  

S everus 1 genera l  p o l i c y  had favored the array above a l l  o t h e r s . 7^ The 

s o l d i e r  c o u ld  s e t  up a h o u s e h o l d ,  domum c o m p a r a r e , and run  a 

bus iness  except  one engaging in a g r i c u l t u r e  in  the  province in  which 

he was s t a t i o n e d .  This helped  to e s t a b l i s h  s o l i d ,  more permanent  

v i c i  w i t h o u t  w eaken ing  the m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h  or  s t a t u s  by c r e a t in g  

farmer s o l d i e r s .

The s t a t u s  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  in the  second century  was one of

confus ion with  the va r ious  t i t l e s  for  n o n - c i t i z e n s . 7 7  C i t i z e n s h i p  in

Rome was d e p e n d e n t  on th e  m o t h e r ' s  s t a t u s .  The son of  a Roman

c i t i z e n  mother  and a f reed  man was cons idered  a c i t i z e n  whether or

not  h i s  pa ren ts  were marr ied .  On the f r o n t i e r  where s o l d i e r s  were

necessary ,  Rome was cau t ious  in making the sons of  n o n - c i t i z e n  wives

and Roman s o l d i e r s  c i t i z e n s ,  d e n y in g  th e  m o t h e r ' s  s t a t u s  w h i l e

a c c e p t i n g  the  son for  fu tu r e  use in  the  m i l i t a r y .  With the passage

o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o  Antonin iana under C a ra c a l l a  a l l  became c i t i z e n s ;

t h i s  l e d  to  f u r t h e r  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  v i c i , where t h e  g r e a t e s t
78co n ce n t ra t io n  of  Roman c i t i z e n s  l i v e d  w i th in  the  province .  A l l  who 

were f ree  became f u l l  Roman c i t i z e n s  and t h u s  c r e a t e d  a s t r o n g e r  

bond between the v i c i  and the  f o r t s ;  th e  farmer supp l ied  goods; the 

l a t t e r ,  jobs .

Dio 77 .15 .2 -3 .
_Q Breeze and Dobson, Wal l , p. 193.
7  I b id .
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The number of  v i c i  was l a rg e ;  yet  the  a r c h a e o lo g ic a l  f inds  from

most  a r e  very  few. There are  some b a s i c s ,  though,  which a re  common

t o  a l l  o f  t h e s e  s e t t l e m e n t s :  s t r i p  h o u s e s ,  ba thhouses ,  and man-

s i o n e s . A l l  t h r e e  o f  these  are e a s i l y  found in the t h i r d  cen tury ,

which  r e p r e s e n t e d  a p e r i o d  o f  r e b u i l d i n g  o r  r em ode l ing  of  most

s t r u c t u r e s .  More e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  a re  the rem a in s  found in  t h e
. 7 9a r e a  t h a t  was t h e  Val lum and n o r t h  o f  i t .  These  a re ,  a t  t h e i r  

e a r l i e s t  l e v e l s ,  t h i r d - c e n t u r y  Severan stone  bu i ld ings  r e p re s e n t in g  

t h e  ex p a n d in g  v i e i  and in  most c a s e s  th e y  did not su rv ive  to any 

g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  C o n s t n a t i u s  C h l o r u s '  i n v a s i o n  force  in 

296.80

S t r i p  houses have produced the  h ig h e s t  p ropo r t ion  of  s t r u c t u r a l

f i n d s  among the  v i e i . T h i s  i s  n o t  i m p o s s i b l e ,  as  t h e s e  s im p le

r e c t a n g u l a r  b u i l d i n g s  s e r v e d  as  b o th  home and sh o p .  They were

two-s to rey  w i th  a g a b l e d  r o o f ,  t h e  low er  s t o r e y  o f  s t o n e ,  uppe r

s t o r e y  o f  t imber,  b u i l t  with the shop to  the f ron t  opening onto the

s t r e e t  and with a la rge  l i v i n g  room t o  th e  b ack .  The f i n d i n g  o f

such s t r u c t u r e s  i s  evidence o f  a c i v i l i a n  s e t t l e m e n t .

Most s i t e s  show th e se  b u i ld in g s  as cen te red  over the Vallum. At

81Benw el l  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  v i c u s  was found i n  t h i s  a r e a  and

S e v e ra n  i n  d a t e ,  as was t h a t  a t  H o u s e s t e a d s  where the v icus  was

7 9 P e t e r  Sa lway,  The F r o n t i e r  People o f  Roman B r i t a i n  (Cambridge, 
England: The U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1965) p. 6 8 .
J .R .S .  51 (1961): 163,164.
Salway, F r o n t i e r  P e o p le , p. 76.
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82b u i l t  over the south road th a t  came from the f o r t .  Two o f  the bes t

v i c i  known to da te  fo r  t h e i r  in formation  are  Corbr idge , (Corstopitum)

and C h e s t e rh o l m  (V i n d o l a n d a ) . The v i c u s  a t  Corbridge was one of

g r e a t  s i z e  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  m i l i t a r y  ro l e  on the  Stonega te  f r o n t i e r

and l a t e r  as the depot of  the  n o r th .  Severus worked to  tu rn  i t  i n to

a f o r t r e s s ,  but i t  was a l t e r e d  to an e l a b o ra te  town a t  the ju nc t ion

83o f  t h e  S t a n e g a t e  and Dere S t r e e t ,  with a g r id  s t r e e t  p a t t e r n  and

84 .i n s u l a e  o f  var ious  s i z e s .  At Vindolanda va r ious  s t r i p  houses have

been  found .  A s e c o n d - c e n t u r y  c o r r i d o r  house was turned in to  two
85s t r i p  h ouses  in  t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y .  T h i s  i s  p a r t  of  what B ir ley

c a l l s  v i c u s  I I  which began in the l a t e r  Antonine pe r iod ,  but  in the

t h i r d  c e n t u r y  r e p r e s e n t e d  the s t r u c t u r e s  ly ing  over the Vallum. A

g r e a t e r  use of  s tone  and the lack  o f  co ins for  Commodus and Severus,

but with  s e v e ra l  fo r  Pius  and A u re l iu s ,  da tes  th e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of
86the b u i ld in g  to A.D. 200.

These  a r e  some o f  t h e  b e s t  i d e n t i f i e d  s t r i p  houses among a l l  

v i c i  known to  d a t e .  Numerous o t h e r s  a r e  known, b u t  evidence is

l i m i t e d  t o  in form ation  supp l ied  by a e r i a l  photography,  as a t  Grea t-

87 8 8  89c h e s t e r s ,  or  by a l t a r s  and tombstones as a t  Maryport,  Carvoran,

82 E r i c  B i r l e y .  Housesteads Roman F o r t  (London: H.M.S.O., 1936), p.
2783 Salway, F r o n t i e r  P eo p le , p. 48. 

g^ B i r l e y .  C orbr idge , pp. 23-26. 
gg B i r l e y ,  Vindolanda, pp. 40-41.  
g 7  I b id .

Salway, F r o n t i e r  P eo p le , p. 93. 
gq I b i d . ,  p. 102.

I b i d . , p.  94.
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90 .and Carrawburgh. Other s i t e s  such as Whit ley C as t l e  produced only a
91 . . .few l a d i e s  shoes ,  w hile  a t  Stanwix i t  i s  not even known where the

vicus  was p laced .

P r o b a b l y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  was o f  g r e a t e s t  im p o r ta n c e  to a 

v i c u s  was t h e  b a t h h o u s e .  These g e n e ra l ly  were b u i l t  in the second

c e n t u r y  f o r  m i l i t a r y  use and were e i t h e r  r e b u i l t  or added to in the
. . . 92t h i r d  c e n t u r y ,  p o s s i b l y  to  accomodate  c i v i l i a n  use .  The s o c ia l

importance of  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  must have  been  one r e a s o n  why the  

b a t h h o u s e  was t h e  most d u r a b l e  a n d ' l e f t  b e h in d  t h e  most obvious 

remains.

A l th o u g h  th e  bathhouse was g e n e ra l ly  loca ted  o u t s id e  the walls  

o f  a f o r t  w i th in  a v i c u s , i t s  major func t ion  was to serve the army.

The d e s i g n s  o f  known b a t h s  a r e  H adr ian ic  and re p re s e n t  the t r a d i -
9 3  . .

t i o n a l  f l o o r  plan .  However, the  Severan period  c re a te d  a change in

t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  became the s tandard :  a l a rge  apodyterium, or

changing room, on the  nor th  end th a t  might in d ica te  use by c i v i l i a n s  
9 4

a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Such a p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  based  on t h e  l a c k  o f  an 

a p o d y t e r iu m  i n  b a t h s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  n e a r  a v i c u s ; N etherby(Cas tra  

E x p l o r a t o r u m ) i s  one example where th e re  i s  a d e d ic a t io n  dated to

S everus  A l e x a n d e r ,  bu t  t h e  H a d r i a n i c  f l o o r  p lan shows no Severan

, 95a d d i t io n .

q? I b i d . ,  p. 91. 
l L2 I b i d . ,  p . 95.

Salway, "Urban iza t ion  in the North ,"  p.  10. 
Salway, F r o n t i e r s , p. 80.
I b i d . , p. 183.
I b i d . ,  p. 109.
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One o f  t h e  p ro b lem s  found i n  s t u d y i n g  b a t h h o u s e s  i n v o l v e s  

post-Roman robbing of  w a l l s  and f o u n d a t i o n s .  Roman b a t h s  i n  t h e  

pos t-Roman p e r i o d  s e r v e d  as e x c e l l e n t  s to n e  q u a r r i e s .  At House- 

s t e a d s ,  an a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e  a l o n g  th e  W al l ,  w i t h  i t s  w e l l  

p r e s e r v e d  rem a in s  has  helped to d e f in e  foundations a t  o th e r  s i t e s ,  

bu t  the re  is  l i t t l e  to show of a bathhouse because fa rmers  took  t h e  

s t o n e  f o r  f i e l d  w a l l s . ^  At Vindolanda the o r i g i n a l  founda tions  are  

s t i l l  v i s i b l e  b u t  t h e  S ev e ran  a p o d y t e r iu m  and l a t r i n e  w all  were 

r o b b e d .  S e v e ru s  worked  to  improve  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  B r i t a i n ' s  

f o r t s ,  p o s s ib ly  as a means to p r e s e r v e  peace  among i t s  l e g i o n s  by 

showing them t h a t  t h e i r  p r o v in c e s  were important  or  remembered in 

Rome, and th a t  the r e f i n e d  stone work c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Emperor

cau g h t  t h e  eye  o f  f a r m e r s  n e e d in g  s tone  who p re f e r r e d  i t  over the
. 9 7rougher Hadrianic stone.

T here  a r e ,  h ow ever ,  two b a t h s  t h a t  a re  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  the
98t h i r d  c e n t u r y :  a t  C h e s t e r s  ( C i l u r n o ) and a t  B e w c a s t l e  ( Fano

99C o c i d i ) . From t h e  rem a in s  o f  t h e i r  f l o o r  p l a n s  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  

S ev e ran  a d d i t i o n s  a r e  ev iden t .  Through a porch on the n o r th  end of  

t h e  bu i ld ing  th e r e  i s  an en t rance  in to  the a p o d y t e r i a , which i s  a l so  

c o n n e c t e d  to  an e n l a r g e d  l a t r i n e  a r e a .  The baths  have a smal le r  

lobby which i s  en tered  in  the s ou theas t  co rner  of  the  changing room. 

P r o g r e s s i o n  th r o u g h  the va r ious  co ld  and hot  rooms is  clockwise in

q_ B i r l e y ,  Houses teads , p.  22. 
q„ Salway, F r o n t i e r  P e o p le , p. 48. 

q "Ravenna Cosmography," 1072q(143) ,  p. 209. 
I b i d . ,  107.155.
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two r e c t a n g u l a r  s e c t i o n s ,  f i n i s h i n g  up in the  ho t  dry room to  the 

s ou theas t  of the changing room. I t  appears t h a t  t h e  chang ing  room 

s e r v e s  to  accommodate and c r e a t e  e a s i e r  movement o f  a l a r g e r  number 

of  people through the b a t h s .  Baths  a t  C h e s t e r s  and a t  B ew cas t l e  

fol low the  same f l o o r  p lan  as do the  remains o f  Vindolanda. * ^

The bathhouse was a s ign  of  t r u e  Romanizat ion. I t s  purpose was 

s o c i a l  and e s p e c i a l l y  p ro m o t iv e  o f  c l e a n l i n e s s ,  which the  Romans 

c o n s i d e r e d  p a r t  o f  a c i v i l i z e d  s o c i e t y .  Baths were g e n e ra l ly  la rge  

s t r u c t u r e s  decora ted  with  mosaic f l o o r s  and a l t a r s  to  t h e  goddess  

F o r t u n a .  The need  f o r  a q u e d u c t s  to t r a n s p o r t  w a te r  c r e a t e d  an 

ex p e n s e  fo r  such s m a l l  v i e  i . The m i l i t a r y  was o r i g i n a l l y  respon­

s i b l e ,  b u t  c i v i l i a n  growth  in  p opu la t ion  and taxes must have made 

the t h i r d - c e n t u r y  expansion and a r c h i t e c t u r e  p o s s i b l e .  There  was 

v e r y  l i k e l y  some w e a l t h  p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e s e  to  be b u i l t  by the  

c i v i l i a n  popula t ion .

The f i n a l  s t r u c t u r a l  e l e m e n t  of  the v i c i , the mansio, i s  not 

l i m i t e d  to  j u s t  t h i s  type o f  s e t t l e m e n t ,  but i s  always p r e s e n t .  A 

mansio  i s  t h e  Roman e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h e  modern day motel ;  i t  was a 

r o a d s i d e  inn  found on the edge o f  the v i c i . Like the Roman p o s t a l  

s e r v i c e  which had s t a t i o n s  every f i f t e e n  mi les ,  mansiones were al so  

loca ted  along major t r ade  rou tes  a t  var ious  d i s t a n c e s  many t imes not 

connected with any s e t t l e m e n t .

The a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  remains  o f  a mansio  a r e  j u s t  as  easy  to 

d e f i n e  as t h o s e  o f  a b a t h h o u s e ,  A e r i a l  p h o to g ra p h y  r e v e a l s  a

B i r l e y ,  Vindolanda , p .  35.
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100

complex o f  b u i ld in g s  a t  C h e s t e r s , w h i l e  a t  Benwell was found a long

r e c t a n g u la r  s t r u c t u r e  with  a nave and two a i s l e s ,  a common, s im p le

102f l o o r  p l a n  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  same type  o f  s t r u c t u r e .  How 

e l a b o r a t e  a mansio was depended on i t s  lo c a t io n ,  and C hes te rs ,  ly ing 

on th e  Tyne R i v e r ,  p roved  more a t t r a c t i v e  than Benwell .  Although 

Benw el l  r e f l e c t s  a s t r o n g  growth of  b u i ld in g  over the Vallum, the 

b a r n - l i k e  mans io  t h a t  i t  had was new and rep re sen ted  the Severan 

g ro w th * ^  as dated by the  p o t t e r y  sea led  in  the f o u n d a t i o n . C h e s t e r s ,  

on the o th e r  hand,  was t y p i c a l  o f  mansiones showing many a l t e r a t i o n s  

through va r ious  p e r io d s .

T h i rd -cen tu ry  d a t in g  fo r  mansiones i s  unusua l ,  fo r  most da te  to 

t h e  A n to n in e  p e r i o d .  I t  i s  o n ly  assumed th a t  these  inns saw some 

improvements a t  t h i s  t ime when f reedom o f  movement was p o s s i b l e .  

C o r b r i d g e ,  as an example, was o r i g i n a l l y  a small f o r t .  At the time 

of  Severus,  designs  to t u r n  i t  i n t o  a f o r t r e s s  were p roduced  b u t  

w ere  r e j e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  p rominence  o f  York.  I n s t e a d ,  C o rb r id g e  

remained a small f o r t ,  b u t  w i t h  an e x t e n s i v e  d e p o t  to  s u p p ly  t h e  

Wall  a r e a  as w e l l  as  i t s  c i v i l i a n  s e t t l e m e n t . ^ " *  T h i s  was the  

l a r g e s t  c e n t e r  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  a r e a  o f  H a d r i a n ' s  Wal l ,  and ,  

c o n s i d e r i n g  th e  s t y l e  o f  a mansio  w i t h  a f o u n t a i n  des igned in  a 

s h r i n e - l i k e  s t r u c t u r e ,  i t  probably served as a p lace  for  s o l d i e r s  to

Salway, F r o n t i e r  P eo p le , p. 80. 
. n.  I b i d . ,  pp. 74-75.

I b i d . ,  p. 71.
I b i d . ,  p. 75.
B i r l e y ,  Corbridge,  p. 18.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



101

go on l e a v e , m u c h  l i k e  Wroxeter to the sou thwes t .

Once a g a i n ,  t h o u g h ,  i t  i s  V in d o la n d a  t h a t  produces the bes t

r e m a i n s .  Here t h e  g r a d u a l  change  and e x p a n s i o n  o f  a mansio can

c l e a r l y  be s t u d i e d .  The t h i r d  cen tury  can l i k e l y  be seen through

the  r e m a in s  o f  an e x t e n d e d  b a r r a c k s  t h a t  s e r v e d  as  h o u s in g  f o r  

108married s o l d i e r s .  The evidence i s  not  conc lus ive ,  but s t ro n g  proof 

does  come from a c o i n  h oa rd  be long ing  to B i r l e y ' s  v icus  I I  period 

and showing use  in  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  t h i r d  c e n tu ry .  These 

coins r e v e a l  t h a t  Severan c o n s t ru c t io n  began in the  l a s t  th ree  years 

o f  the  second  c e n t u r y ;  l i k e w i s e ,  th e r e  was a lack of  a coin l a t e r  

than Commodus. During the pe r iod  245-270 the s i t e  was abandoned, and 

n o t  used  a g a i n  u n t i l  l a t e r ,  as  th e  c o i n s  o f  G a l l i e n u s  253-268,

T e t r i t u s  I  and I I ,  271-273,  and V ic to r in u s ,  269-271 ,  found in  t h a t
. 109 .per iod  a f t e r  the f a l l  o f  the G a l l i c  Empire, r e v e a l .  Although i t  is

not  s o l i d  e v i d e n c e ,  i t  does  h e l p  t o  i n d i c a t e  a t  l e a s t  two con­

s t r u c t i o n  per iods  in the  t h i r d  cen tu ry .

In the e a r l i e r  h a l f  i t  i s  seen t h a t  a cour tya rd  block was b u i l t  

o v e r  t h e  e a s t  w ing ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  k i t c h e n  and g u e s t  rooms, while 

leav ing  the  west wing of  s t a b l e s  i n t a c t .  The en la rged  area  added an 

e n l a r g e d  k i t c h e n ,  s i x  g u e s t  rooms,  a new l a r g e r  bathhouse and a 

brewery.  During the l a s t  q u a r t e r  of  the cen tury  the baths  went out 

of  use somewhat by c i v i l i a n s ,  but t h i s  was not  a d r a s t i c  d e c l in e .  As

I b i d . , p. 16.
108 I b i d - » P* 26*
. nq B i r l e y ,  Vindolanda, p. 47. 
. . n I b i d . , p. 48.

I b i d . ,  p. 44.
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lo n g  as t h e r e  was a m i l i t a r y  g a r r i s o n ,  the re  was a v icus  with  both 

u n i t s  s e p a ra t e  and ye t  dependent upon each o th e r .  During the four th  

century  f u r t h e r  improvements in Wall s e t t l e m e n t s  r e d u c e d  t h e  need 

f o r  th e  S t a n e g a t e ,  r e q u i r i n g  l e s s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and a s m a l l e r  

bus iness  in t r a v e l .  Such e a r l y  t h i r d - c e n t u r y  improvements in  o l d e r  

s e t t l e m e n t s ,  l i k e  Vindolanda, on the S tanega te ,  became common along 

t h e  Wall f o r t s ;  h y p o c a u s t s  and improved f a c i l i t i e s  in the s e t t l e ­

ments  on t h e  main road  b u i l t  be tween th e  f o r t s  and former Vallum 

meant  a more d i r e c t  r o u t e . E x c e p t  f o r  C o r b r i d g e ,  S t a n e g a t e  

s e t t l e m e n t s  took  on more o f  a m i l i t a r y  a p p e a r a n c e  f o r  t r a i n i n g

camps,  w h i l e  th e  Wall  v i c i  became even more urbanized in the l a t e r

.  ■ ' 112  third century.

The growth  and e x p a n s io n  o f  s t r i p  h o u s e s ,  b a t h h o u s e s ,  and 

m a ns iones  a r e  a l l  el ements  of  a Roman town. The i r  use in the v i c i  

o f  th e  n o r t h  in  the t h i r d  century  does not  r e p re s e n t  the beginnings

of towns, but ,  in B ran igan 's  words, the " s u b s t a n t i a l l y  Romanized"

113 . .elements along the frontier. Each vicus was different m  size but

a l l  prospered dur ing t h i s  per iod .

S e l f  government even s t a r t e d  to become more common among them.

The deve lopm en t  o f  C a r l i s l e  a t  t h e  wes t  end o f  t h e  Wall as  t h e

c i v i t a s  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  Eden v a l l e y  i n i t i a t e d  a sweep th ro u g h
114B r ig a n t ian  lands fo r  more lo c a l i z e d  government. Both Chesterholme

Breeze and Dobson, Wal l , p. 212.
I b i d . ,  pp. 210-213.

. . .  Salway, "Urban iza t ion  in  the N or th ,"  p. 8 . 
Breeze and Dobson, Wall , p. 208.
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and C o r b r id g e  by v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  v a s t  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  ten  ac res  and 

s e v e n t y  a c r e s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  gave them p o l i t i c a l  importance.  The 

f a c t  t h a t  C o r b r id g e  was a l s o  an e n c l o s e d  town gave i t  f u r t h e r  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  in  t h e  changing Roman world.  Once Rome thought walls  

around conquered communit ies  a p ro b lem ,  but  i n  t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y  

r e c o g n i z e d  them as  e s s e n t i a l  and a s ig n  o f  w e a l t h . T h i s  showed 

grea t  t r u s t  in  the expanding n a t iv e  communities which Rome worked so 

hard to remove from behind w a l l s ,  only to  r e b u i ld  them fo r  s e c u r i t y .  

No longer were th e re  f e a r s  of  i n t e r n a l  u n re s t ,  fo r  the Pennines were 

a t  peace  as w e l l  as  the e a r l i e r  r e b e l l i o u s  a reas  in  County Durham, 

Yorksh i re,  Lancash i re ,  and Westmorland.  This  f a c t  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  the  deve lopm en t  of  the v i c i  as w e l l  as the  sm al le r  se t t l em en ts  

throughout these  a r e a s .

With t h e  Va11um removed,  deve lopm en t  a l o n g  th e  Wal l  gained 

momentum. C a r l i s l e  s e r v e d  as t h e  p o r t  in  t h e  w e s t ,  while  South 

S h i e l d s  (A r b e i a ) became the  e a s t e r n  p o r t  and a t t r a c t e d  c i v i l i a n  

t r a d e r s  and o f f i c i a l s .  Sou th  S h i e l d s  d id  n o t  a t t r a c t  a l a r g e  

c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  b u t  l i k e  London became more o f  a b u s i n e s s  

c e n t e r .  At t h a t  time i t  was under c i v i l i a n  government,  though in 

the fou r th  cen tury  i t s  h a r b o r  became s t r a t e g i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  

p r o t e c t i o n  from in v a s i o n s .  Meanwhile, a l so  on the  Cumberland west 

c o a s t ,  M ary p o r t  (A lav n a )  , and Moresby (Tunnacelum) , a l l  south of  

C a r l i s l e ,  grew as c o a s t a l  towns of  t r a d e  with the communities in the

JJg I b i d . ,  p. 205.
R ive t ,  Town and Country, p. 92.
Salway, F r o n t i e r s , pp. 61-62.
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Weste rn  P e n n i n e s .  T h e i r  v i c i  a r e  judge d  by th e  c e m e t a r i e s  and 

tem ple  a r e a s  found sou th  o f  t h e i r  towns and are a common p a r t  of  a 

v i c u s . With the growth of  c o a s t a l  towns from e x te rn a l  and i n t e r n a l  

t r a d e ,  t h e s e  s e t t l e m e n t s  a l l  along  the  major roads could no t  help 

but  prosper and develop under the Severan m i l i t a r y  reforms and c i v i l  

developments .

"Small Towns"

One of  the  g r e a t e s t  in f lu en ces  t h a t  Rome had i n  B r i t a i n  was the

development o f  a system of  roads t h a t  connected l a rg e r  c e n t e r s ,  such

a s  York,  w i t h  t h e  c i v i t a s  c a p i t a l s ,  and the smal le r  v i c i  along the

f r o n t i e r s .  Between them t h e r e  were what a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  in  t h i s

study as "small towns",  a modern-day d e f i n i t i o n  r a t h e r  than a t i t l e .

The Roman name f o r  l i t t l e  town was oppidum, but t h i s  i s  ina ccu ra te

f o r  use in  B r i t a i n .  There  t h i s  te rm  more c l o s e l y  d e s c r ib e s  the

v i c i , w h i l e  th e  modern terra " v i l l a g e "  i s  more a c c u r a t e  i n  t h i s  

118i n s t a n c e .  In th e se  " v i l l a g e s "  were the s trong  remnants of  C e l t i c  

s o c ie ty  combined with  the  in f lu en ce  of  t h e  Romans. These s e t t l e ­

ments r ep re sen ted  the roads ide  and minor s e t t l em en ts  common through­

out  the Roman Empire to  a id  in  a d m in i s t r a t io n  of the  p rov inces .

The r o l e  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e s e  s m a l l e r  

s e t t l e m e n t s  by t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h e  c u r s u s  p u b l i c u s . Not only d id  

p o s t a l  w o rk e r s  s t o p  a lo n g  t h e i r  r o u t e ,  b u t  so d id  p r o v i n c i a l

1 1 8 M ichae l  Todd,  "The Smal l  Towns o f  Roman B r i t a i n , "  B r i t an n ia  1 
(1970): 116.
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119governors and members o f  t h e i r  s t a f f  and b e n e f i c i a r i i  c o n s u l a r e s .

Through these small centers the Roman government worked to govern

t h e  p a g i , d i v i s i o n s  in  the c i v i t a t e s . Beyond t h i s  th e re  i s  l i t t l e

on which to judge th e se  s e t t l e m e n t s .

A l th o u g h  c o n s i d e r e d  p a r t  o f  the  u r b a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  nor th ,

t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  was more c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  to  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s .  The

Romano-Brit ish s e t t l e m e n t s  in  the no r th  had he ld  to  the a g r i c u l t u r a l
120economy of the Brigantes. Rome offered very little m  the form of

a g r i c u l t u r a l  improvements to farming c o m m u n i t i e s ;  r a t h e r ,  i t  made

. . 121 the rural areas more accessible by the roads it built. Thus these

" v i l l a g e s " o r  "small  towns" not  only provided produced fo r  t h e i r  own

needs,  but  a l s o  ac ted  as marke t -cen te rs  for  the  surrounding farms.

The lo c a t io n  o f  a "smal l  town" did not  depend on any c r i t e r i a

and can be found i n  t h e  h i l l y  r e g io n s ,  v a l l e y s ,  moors, and wooded

a re a s .  I f  the  "town" was to p rosper ,  i t  r eq u i re d  access  to the  main

r o a d s  and t h e  deve lopm en t  o f  v i l l a s  w i t h i n  the sur rounding land.

According to R ive t ,  the d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  v i l l a s  depended  on a town

w i t h i n  two t o  f o u r  m i l e s  d i s t a n c e ,  and i n  th e  n o r t h  each "small

town" o r  pos t ing  s t a t i o n  had a " s a t e l l i t e "  v i l l a  t h a t  depended upon

122 . it and vice versa. Looking at the Ordinance Survey Map of Roman

B r i t a i n , i t  i s  ev iden t  t h a t  the f o r e s t s  were c l e a r e d  in the Lowlands

where the  Roman s e t t l e m e n t s  and farms were more numerous, i n d i c a t i n g

j J o  R . I .B .  v o l .  1. 235.
Hermann Ramm, "Na t ive  Set t lem ents  E as t  o f  the Penn ines , "  in  Rome 

1?.and the B r i g a n t e s , ed.  by Branigan,  p.  31.
‘ „ R ive t ,  Town and Country, p. 100.

Todd, Small Towns, p.  129.
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t h a t  l a n d  c l e a r a n c e  to o k  p l a c e  a t  t h i s  t ime to make room fo r  the

r u r a l  roads t h a t  c u t  a c r o s s  the  p r o v i n c e .  Along t h e s e  grew the

" tow ns"  t h a t  c l e a r e d  la n d  f o r  t h e i r  own n e e d s .  In the  d i s ta nce

f u r t h e r  land was c l e a re d  for the  v i l l a s .  The " towns"  depended on

123the  roads and l a t e r  on v i l l a s .

There  was no d e f i n i t e  s i z e  r e q u i r e d  fo r  these  smal le r  s e t t l e ­

ments; in s t e a d  t h e i r  va lue  was seen in whether or not  t h e i r  s t r e e t s
124 . .were walled i n .  Walls were not c o n s t ru c ted  m  the  n o r th  u n t i l  the

l a t e  second and e a r l y  t h i r d  cen tu ry  around l a r g e r  c e n t e r s . So i t  i s

p o s s ib le  th a t  the "small  towns" d id  not grow u n t i l  the  t h i r d  century

and did not bu i ld  wal ls  u n t i l  the l a t e r  q u a r t e r  o f  th e  c e n t u r y ,  as

125Salway s t a t e s .  The w a l l s  enclosed  simple houses and shops very

s i m i l a r  to  those found in  the v i c i , but the s t r e e t s  branched o f f  the

main roads much l i k e  the curved hodgepodge of  medieval  s t r e e t s .

Although a g r i c u l t u r e  played a major r o l e  in  the  growth of these

" to w n s , "  a r c h a e o lo g ic a l  evidence i n d i c a t e s  some i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  

126on a s m a l l  s c a l e .  Nat ive  s e t t l e r s  g e n e r a l ly  remained farming or

p a s t o r a l  workers,  but  Roman in f lu e n c e  and growing u r b a n i z a t i o n  led
127to  the  e x p a n s io n  o f  l e a d  and i r o n  products .  Northern  B r i t a i n ' s  

"small  towns" grew up nea r  the  lead and iron  m in e s .  Such towns as

123 I b i d . ,  p. 126.
| 2 5  I b i d . ,  p. 118.

Salway, Roman B r i t a i n , pp. 262-63.
West Yorksh ire:  An A rchaeologica l  Survery to A.D. 1500.3 v o l s . ,

M.L. F a u l l  and S.A. Moorhouse ,  eds.  (Wakefield,  England: West
Y o r k s h i r e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  County  C o u n c i l ,  1981) Vol 1: Sources,

, „ ^Environment, and the County to A.D. 1066, p.  151.
Todd, Small Towns, p.  129.
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A de l ,  W etherby ,  and C le c k h e a to n  have produced coinage t h a t  places

t h e i r  foundat ions  during the  Severan per iod  as s u p p l i e r s  t o  l a r g e r  

128c e n t e r s .  A l l  t h e s e  a re  in the  r eg ion  around Leeds (Camoludunum) 

and s e r v e d  th e  a r e a  between Leeds and Manchester .  Adel and Cleck­

heaton show s iz e a b le  "towns" in t h e i r  remains o f  Roman o r ig i n ,  whi le 

a t  Wetherby, n a t iv e  r i t e s  in  b u r i a l s  would seem to  i n d i c a t e  th a t  the 

Roman s e t t l e m e n t  came l a t e r .  The area  was the s u p p l i e r  o f  l e a d  fo r

th e  whole of  B r i t a i n .  This  in d u s t ry  he lped  to develop these  "small
129towns" in  the h i l l y  reg ions  of  th e  Yorksh i re  Dales .  The growth of

the lead in d u s t ry  was due to  g r e a t e r  u r b a n i z a t i o n  and the  need fo r

l e a d  p i p i n g  f o r  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  bu i ld in g s  and fo r  lead c o f f in s .

This inc reased  use o f  lead took Rome in to  the  once r e b e l l i o u s  a rea s .

They were l o c a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  P e n n in e s  and th e  f a r  w e s t .

Wharfedale was th e  m a jo r  c e n t e r  f o r  l e a d  a c c o r d i n g  to  l e a d  p i g s

130found a t  Brough-under-Stainmore and E l l e r k e r .

In f a c t ,  one of  the  major reasons  given f o r  Rome's  d e s i r e  f o r  

B r i t a i n  was t h e  m i n e r a l  wealth to  be found th e re .  The weal th  th a t  

they provided was important  to the  m i l i t a r y  government which sough t

to  c o n t r o l  a l l  mines.  Ownership of  mines and q u a r r i e s  by the Roman
. . . 131p r o v i n c i a l  governm en t  was m  g e n e r a l  t h e  p r a c t i c e  m  B r i t a i n .

A dmin is t ra t ion  o f  the mines was done by t h r e e  m e th o d s :  t h r o u g h  a

p rocura to r  for  the emperor, placed under m i l i t a r y  c o n t ro l ,  o r  leased

128 F au l  and Moorhouse e d s . Sources,  Environment,  and the County to 
. „,.A.D. 1066, pp. 143-146.
. I b i d . ,  pp. 143-145.
* 2 1  I b i d . ,  p. 149.

Coll ingwood,  Roman B r i t a i n  IB, p. 228.
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to  p r iv a t e  companies. For Tac i tus  descr ibed  B r i t a i n ' s  meta ls  as the

" . . . r e w a r d  of  v i c t o r y , "  s e rv ing  to  pay Rome for  the cos t  o f  t h e  new

c o n q u e s t .  P l in y  the  E lder  descr ibed  the importance of  lead  and i t s

a c c e s s i b i l i t y  a t  the time o f  Vespas ian :  "Lead i s  made i n t o  p ip e s

and s h e e t s .  I t  i s  mined with some d i f f i c u l t y  in  Spain and Gaul,  but

in B r i t a i n  i s  p re sen t  in such q u a n t i t y  near  the  s u r f a c e  t h a t  t h e r e

. 1 3 2is  a law l i m i t i n g  i t s  e x p l o i t a t i o n . "  Yet d e s p i t e  the importance of 

lead Romanizat ion was n e v e r  as  s t r o n g  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s ;  t h e r e  th e  

C e l t i c  s t y l e s  r e m a in e d  dominant  fo r  the people who, n e v e r th e le s s ,  

accepted the  importance and p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of  th e  Roman economy.

U r b a n i z a t i o n  beyond  York was dependent  upon the  n a t iv e  accep­

tance of  Roman c u l t u r e .  The S e v e ra n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i v e s  

p r o v id e d  th e  Romans w i t h  the  a p p r o v a l  needed to  develop the pro­

v ince .  THe lo c a l  a r i s t o c r a c y  gov e rn ed  t h e i r  t r i b a l  l a n d s  i n  th e  

name o f  Rome i n  t h e  c i v i t a s  c a p i t a l s ;  n a t i v e  w ives  became Roman 

c i t i z e n s ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion  in the v i c i ; and the 

improved s y s t e m  o f  r o a d s  be tween l a r g e r  urban cen te r s  tu rned  many 

n a t iv e  v i l l a g e s  in to  the  "small towns" th a t  a c t e d  as t h e  middlemen 

between town and coun t ry .  This u rb a n iz a t io n  was a mixture of  Roman 

and B r i t i s h  c u l t u r e s ,  in some c a s e s  more B r i t i s h  t h a n  Roman, bu t  

s t i l l  provided the  economic means to change the province from one of 

I ron  Age hu ts  to  planned towns.

i  ' i o
P l in y ,  N a tu r a l i s  H i s to r i a e  34 .49.164.
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CHAPTER VI

VILLAS AND THE COUNTRYSIDE IN NORTHERN BRITAIN

The "towns" provided necessary  s e r v i c e s ,  shops  and m a rk e t in g  

f a c i l i t i e s ,  b u t  had l i t t l e  to o f f e r  to  the upper c l a s s e s .  Housing 

was b a s i c  and t h e r e  were  no l u x u r i e s  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  towns ,  l i k e  

p u b l i c  b a t h s ,  to  a t t r a c t  people o f  money. Day to  day bus iness  was 

p r im a r i l y  with the v i l l a s  and not with  the  c i t i e s .  Such towns might 

have  a t t r a c t e d  s o l d i e r s '  f a m i l i e s — e s p e c i a l l y  in  the l a t t e r  h a l f  of  

the  t h i r d  cen tury  when Rome gave l e s s  money to  t h e  s o l d i e r s ,  bu t  

r a t h e r  more la nd  f o r  s e r v i c e — and p e a s a n t  B r i to n s ,  who worked on 

farms but  l i v e d  in  towns.^ The l i t t l e  co n tac t  t h a t  these  people had 

with s t r o n g e r  Romanized communities a l lo w e d  t h e  C e l t i c  c u l t u r e  t o  

c o n t i n u e  and i n f l u e n c e  even  Roman c i t i z e n s .  However, even  the  

c i t i e s  were dependent upon the  coun t rys ide  for  t h e i r  e x i s t a n c e .  Rome 

had  a h e a v i l y  s u b s i d i z e d  food s u p p ly  t h a t  al lowed the urban pro­

l e t a r i a t  to e x i s t  w ithou t  employment. Meanwhile,

the  r e s t  of  the  f r e e  town-dwelling world i f  i t  was not  
o f  p r i v a t e  means or  in  public  employ, e i t h e r  had to work 
in  tr ade  or  in  the c r a f t  and s e r v i c e  i n d u s t r i e s  of  the 
c i t y  or was employed in the suburbs and surrounding  ̂
coun t ry s ide  in  a g r i c u l t u r e  or  r u r a l l y - b a s e d  indus t ry .

The Cambridge Ancient  H i s to r y , 12 v o l s .  (Cambridge, England: The
U n ive r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1961), vo l  12: The Imper ia l  C r i s i s  and Recovery,
A.D. 193-324, e d i t e d  by S.A. Cook, F.E.  Adcock, M.P. Char leswor th ,  
and N.H. Baynes,  p. 33-34.
Salway, Roman B r i t a i n  1A, p. 588.
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A lthough  B r i t a i n  had p roven  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  Rome to urban iz e ,  

th e re  was no problem i n  g e t t i n g  the  B r i t o n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e s t a b ­

l i s h i n g  t h e  r u r a l  c e n t e r s  t h a t  p roduced  the  n e c c e s i t i e s  for  the 

towns throughout the empire; the v i l l a  was Roman in  name, but the  

idea  o f  i n d i v i d u a l ,  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  s e t t l e m e n t s  had begun in  B r i t a in  

back in  the  I ron  Age. Rome's need for  g r a in ,  though,  was more t h a n  

B r i t a i n  p rod u ced  and th i s  c rea ted  ha rdsh ips  fo r  the B r i t i s h  farms. 

In the no r th  the m i l i t a r y  a c t io n s  th a t  had slowed urban growth a l s o  

r e s t r i c t e d  g rowth  o f  the  c o u n t r y s i d e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Humber R ive r  

during the Antonine pe r iod .  F u r the r  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  were  caused  by 

t h e  S e v e ra n  wars  in  S c o t l a n d ;  how ever ,  from th e  p e a c e  t h a t  was

e s t a b l i s h e d  came the "forward movement in  t h e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  of  th e  

3v i l l a s " .  In  the  south  the  v i l l a  had reached a l e v e l  of p r o s p e r i t y

in the second cen tury  t h a t  p re v io u s ly  had been  unknown t o  B r i t i s h

farmers,  but  the expansion o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  lands in the  no r th  in the

t h i r d  century  was to mark the  beginning of the  golden age of  v i l l a s .

Rome had l i t t l e  to  o f f e r  B r i t a i n  i n  t h e  way of  improved

machinery.  What B r i t a i n  had in the way of equ ipment and t e c h n i q u e
. 4

had come e a r l i e r  f rom the con t inen t  v i a  the  Belgic kingdoms. The 

heavy  w hee led  plow, c a r u c a , was used with an open f i e l d  system in 

t h e  p r e - c o n q u e s t  p e r i o d  much the  same as in the  v i l l a s  o f  I t a l y . ^  

Caesar  was the f i r s t  t o  d e s c r ib e  t h e s e  farms and compared them to  

t h o s e  in  n o r t h e r n  Gaul.*’ Round huts  surrounded by an ea r then  work

, Collingwood, Roman B r i t a i n  IB, p. 216.
Rive t ,  Town and Country, pp. 100-01.

, Collingwood, Roman B r i t a i n  IB, p. 211.
Caesar  De Bel lo  G a l l i c o  5.12.
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b a r r i e r  from th e  I r o n  Age i n  B r i t a i n  had t h e  same des ign  as the 

C e l t i c  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  Gaul. The I ro n  Age farms in B r i t a i n  were th e  

h i l l f o r t s  t h a t  gave  Rome so much t r o u b l e ;  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  the  

Claudian conquest they had become more d e f e n s i v e ,  and farms s p r e a d  

ou t  as i n d e p e n d e n t  s e t t l e m e n t s  and more c l o s e l y  resembled those  of 

Gaul.^ This does no t  mean th a t  the Belgae int roduced the Br i tons  to 

farm equipment,  as s k i l l e d  smiths can  be a t t e s t e d  t o  by the  m e ta l  

ob je c t s  found, but t h a t  B r i t a i n  had a s im i l a r  c u l t u r e  going through 

i t s  own e v o lu t io n a ry  p rocess .^

F r e r e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  c u l t i v a t i o n  of  the s o i l  had long been a 

f e a tu re  o f  southern  B r i t a i n ' s  economy in the  I ro n  Age, and he ,  l i k e  

H aver f ie ld ,  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i t  d id  no t  expand in to  the n o r th .  For the 

l o n g e s t  t ime r u r a l  a c t i v i t y  in  t h e  n o r t h  was c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be 

woodland and c o u ld  n o t  s u s t a i n  f i e l d  f a rm s ,  o n ly  p a s t o r a l  com­

m uni t ie s .  A e r ia l  pho tography  has h e l p e d  to  show t h a t  beyond th e
. 9V a l e s ' o f  York and P i c k e r i n g  t h e r e  were e x t e n s i v e  f i e l d s .  This

would f u r t h e r  help to  exp la in  the s u rp lu s  of  goods th a t  Strabo l i s t s

as b e i n g  e x p o r t e d  from B r i t a i n . ^  The sou theas t  was r i c h  in a rab le

land,  but  did not have a l l  of  these  m a te r ia l s  i n  i t s  a r e a  and must

have  t r a d e d  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  i s l a n d  to ob ta in  them with o th e r  goods

from the c o n t i n e n t .  Roman c o i n s  and p o t t e r y  g r a d u a l l y  f i l t e r e d

 ̂ Kei th  Branigan,  " C e l t i c  Farm to Roman V i l l a , "  in  The Romano-British 
Countryside 2 v o l s . ,  e d i t e d  by David Miles (Oxford: B.A.R.,  1982)

g Vol 1: p. 83.
A .L .F .  R ive t .  The Roman V i l l a  i n  B r i t a i n  (New York: F rede r ic k  A

„ P ineye r ,  1969),  p.  18.
Higham, "Native Se t t lem en ts  West of  the  P enn ines , "  p. 41.
S trabo  Geography 4 .5 .1 - 2 .
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th ro u g h  B r i t a i n  p r i o r  t o  A.D. 43.  T h e i r  b e i n g  found w i th in  the 

B r igan t ian  communities where l e a t h e r  and bone goods were p roduced  

i n d i c a t e  independent  Belgic merchants  expanding the B r i t i s h  markets 

i n t o  th e  n o r t h .  ^  With th e  w e a l t h  of  Rome only ac ross  the channel 

and g r a i n  b e i n g  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  m i l i t a r y  need ,  t h e  n o r t h e r n  

lowlands would have p r o f i t e d  from g r a in  s a l e s  as w ell .

The major l i m i t a t i o n  on no r th e rn  a g r i c u l t u r a l  expansion was the 

p r i m i t i v e  s t a t e  t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  in  th e  h i g h l a n d  zone ( n o r t h w e s t  

England) in to  the Roman pe r iod .  This a rea  prevented the development 

o f  th e  n o r t h  as c i v i l i a n  u n t i l  the t h i r d  century .  Whereas the south 

had cont inued to  p r o f i t  from Rome's presence  as a c i v i l i a n  area  and 

expand w i t h  i t s  w e a l t h  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  t h e  n o r th  remained 

under m i l i t a r y  c o n t ro l  and t h e re fo re  heav i ly  t a x e d .  T h is  was a t a x

paid in kind because of a lack o f  coinage which prevented i n d u s t r i a l

12 . . .growth  t h a t  b u i l t  towns ;  w i t h  no towns ,  th e re  was i n s u f f i c i e n t

wealth fo r  r u r a l  expansion .

The s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  l a t e  second cen tury  was s h a t t e r e d  by the 

phys ica l  d e v a s ta t io n  in the  no r th  when Albinus removed h i s  t r o o p s .  

F u r t h e r  economic d i f f i c u l t i e s  a rose  with the a r r i v a l  of  the  Severan 

f o r c e s .  N o r t h e r n  B r i t a i n ,  r e c e n t l y  d i v i d e d ,  s u d d e n ly  became 

r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  the  feeding and housing o f  s ix  legions  p lus  var ious  

a u x i l i a r y  f o r c e s ;  l e g i o  VI was t h e  s t a t i o n e d  l e g i o n ,  w h i l e  Dio

Ramra, " N a t iv e  S e t t l e m e n t s  Eas t  o f  the  P enn ines , "  p. 33; R ive t ,  
. „  Town and Country , p. 101.

K e i t h  H opkins ,  "Taxes  and T rade  in  th e  Roman Empire ,"  J .R .S .  
70 (1980): 120.
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13s t a t e s  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  o ther  l e g ions  a r r ived  with  the  emperor.

The annona m i l i t a r i s  and th e  i s s u e  o f  f r e e  r a t i o n s ,  which became

p a r t  o f  a s o l d i e r ' s  pay b e c a u s e  o f  i n f l a t i o n ,  c a u s e d  B r i t i s h
14a g r i c u l t u r e  to f a l l  i n t o  a r e c e s s io n .

This f i n a l  phase o f  m i l i t a r y  c o n t ro l ,  though,  was b r i e f .  With 

t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  the  i m p e r i a l  cour t  and e x t r a  le g ions  in  211, the 

no r th e rn  economy saw p r o s p e r i t y  in  t h e  e x p a n d in g  towns.  In  t h e  

c o u n t r y s i d e  lay  a c r e s  o f  a r a b l e  l a n d  t h a t  t h e  Roman army had 

a c q u i r e d  from t h o s e  u n a b l e  to pay t h e i r  t a x e s . ^  The new s e c u r i t y  

and urban wealth brought about  in c re ased  i n t e r e s t  in  d e v e lo p in g  t h e  

coun t rys ide .  Thus began the second movement of  Romanizat ion.

The i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  v i l l a s  in  t h e  a r e a  n o r t h  o f  t h e  

Humber rem a ins  v e r y  s l im .  To d a t e ,  t h e r e  a re  t h i r t y - n i n e  p o s s ib le  

s i t e s ,  with only  t w e n t y - s e v e n  o f  t h e s e  d e s c r i b e d  as " c e r t a i n  o r  

p r o b a b l e  e x a m p l e s " . ^  From the  remaining s i t e s  the in form ation  i s  

too l i m i t e d .  Without sound f i n d s ,  such as t e s s e r a e ,  window g l a s s ,  

w a l l s ,  and roof t i l e s ,  the c e r t a i n t y  i s  l e s s .  Without the se  a s i t e  

i s  on ly  another n a t iv e  s e t t l e m e n t .  S t i l l ,  t h e r e  i s  enough a r c h ­

a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  to  show the t h i r d  cen tury  as the golden age of  

the v i l l a s .

The e x p a n s io n  o f  the Roman Empire was dependent upon an a c t iv e  

economy, an economy c en te red  in th e  towns, and p r o d u c t i o n  c e n t e r e d

Herodian 3 .1 4 .3 .  
j e  R ive t ,  Roman V i l l a , p. 201.

P.A.G. Clack "The Nor thern  F ro n t i e r :  Farmers in  the  M i l i t a r y  Zone,"
' i n  The Romano-Brit ish Countryside  ed.  by Miles,  Vol 2: pp. 381-384. 

K e i t h  B r a n i g a n ,  " V i l l a s  in  t h e  N o r th :  Change i n  the  R ura l
Lanscape,"  In  Rome and the B r ig a n te s ,  ed. by Branigan,  p. 18.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



in  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  The Roman v i l l a  was t h e  c o re  o f  t h e  r u r a l

community and i t  i s  important  to  d e f in e  t h i s  concept .  In g e n e r a l  a

v i l l a  i s  desc r ibed  as a house with w e l l - b u i l t  w a l l s ,  s e v e r a l  rooms, 

hypocausts ,  t e s s e l l a t e d  pavements,  and mosaics.  L imit ing  the  word to 

d e s i g n a t e  o n l y  e l a b o r a t e  r u r a l  dwell ings is  i n c o r r e c t .  Since the 

beginning of  t h i s  cen tu ry ,  h i s t o r i a n s  and a r c h a e o lo g i s t s  have worked 

to  come up with  an accep tab le  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a v i l l a ,  and so fa r  the 

b e s t  i s  s t i l l  t h a t  given by Collingwood in The Archaeology of  Roman 

B r i t a i n :

" V i l l a "  in  L a t in ,  means farm. I t  is  an economic term;
i t  r e f e r s  to the f a c t  th a t  the p lace  so des igna ted  is
an a g r i c u l t u r a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t . . .There i s  a popular  tendency 
to  r e s t r i c t  i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  to the  country houses of  the 
r i c h ,  with  luxur ious  ac c e s so r i e s  and an ambit ious plan;  
but th e re  i s  no good reason  for  any such r e s t r i c t i o n .
Any house of the Roman per iod may be c a l l e d  a v i l l a ,  
provided i t  was the dwell ing  of  people,  somewhat Romanized 
i n  manners,  who farmed a p l o t  o f  land; as opposed to a ^  
town house on the  one hand and a co t t a g e  on the o th e r .

The importance i s  p laced on the degree of  c i v i l i z a t i o n  of  t h e

occupan t  as  d e f i n e d  in  t h e  A u g u s tan  e r a .  Each i n d i v i d u a l  saw a

v i l l a  as something d i f f e r e n t ;  some a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  b u t  p r i m a r i l y  as

th e  e s c a p e  from the  c i t y  and a r e t u r n  to  the o r i g i n s  of  the Roman

people.  N e i the r  Hadrian nor  P l iny  th e  Younger he ld  l a rg e  t r a c t s  o f

f a rm la n d ,  w h i l e  V a r r o ,  V i r g i l ,  and Columella worked to a t t r a c t  the

i n t e r e s t  o f  townsmen in to  a g r i c u l t u r e .  I t  r e p re s e n te d  economics and

V i r g i l i a n  romance,  w i th  th e  d e s i r e  to  bu i ld  an urbs in r u r e  which

would p ro v id e  the income for  an in d iv id u a l  to l i v e  in  luxury in the

Robin G. Coll ingwood and Ian  Richmond, The Archaeology of  Roman 
B r i t a i n  (London: Methuen and Co. L t d . ,  1933),  p. 133.
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Thus i t  became n e c e s s a r y  t h a t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  have a v i l l a ,  a 

n ea rb y  town was r e q u i r e d ;  t h i s  meant t h a t  fa rms were  run  fo r  a 

townsman by a b a i l i f f .  There fore without  the Severan urban devel­

opment n o r the rn  B r i t a i n  would not  have had v i l l a s .  And as with the 

v i c i , i t  i s  n o t  s i z e ,  b u t  th e  d e g r e e  o f  R o m a n iza t io n  That  i s  

impor tant .  This meant a change in farming and t h e f a b r i c  o f  l i f e  .

I f  a town i s  a requi rement fo r  the e x i s t e n c e  o f  a v i l l a ,  t h a n  

i t  i s  in the n o r t h e a s t  t h a t  the l a r g e s t  number were to be found. In

t h i s  reg ion  th e re  were the major s o c i a l  and m a rk e t  c e n t e r s :  York,

19M al to n ,  Brough,  and C a t t e r i c k .  T h e re  was a s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f

s e c u r i t y ,  too,  which had remained unaf fec ted  by t h e  second  c e n t u r y  

20u p r i s i n g s .  The development of  v i l l a s ,  a l so ,  r e q u i re d  the means to

b u i ld  and m a in ta in  them. In  the e a s t  the  four types of  i n d i v i d u a l s

t h a t  cou ld  do t h i s  were more numerous:  r e t i r e d  l e g i o n n a r i e s ,

r e t i r e d  a u x i l i a r y  t roops ,  the  l o c a l  a r i s t o c r a c y  of  the Br igantes  and

th e  P a r i s i ,  and bus inessmen.  These rep re sen ted  the most Romanized

and educated element in  the popu la t ion ,  those of  new wealth found in

th e  Roman s y s t e m  o f  t r a d e ,  and the l o c a l  group ded ica ted  to  Roman-

21i z a t i o n  to f u r t h e r  acq u i re  Roman goods.

Each group s e t t l e d  among t h e i r  own p e o p l e  o r  w i t h i n  an a r e a  

where  the y  c o u l d  f u r t h e r  advance in s o c i e t y .  R e t i r ed  s o l d i e r s  who 

owned v i l l a s  were of  the h ighe r  ranks  and s e t t l e d  a round  York and

I Q

Rive t ,  V i l l a , p.  277.
2 Q Branigan,  " V i l l a s  in  the N orth ,"  p. 20.

Breeze and Dobson, Wall,  pp. 105-108.
1 I b id .
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22 .C a t t e r i c k .  Upon r e t i r e m e n t  a s o l d i e r  u s u a l ly  rece ived  t h i r t y  to

f o r ty  a c r e s ,  an amount of  land  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  m a i n t a i n  a v i l l a .

However, in  t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y  t h e  army was given p r i o r i t y  by the

Sever i  over a l l  o the rs  and perhaps l a rg e r  a l l o t m e n t s  were g iv e n  to

o f f i c e r s  to  he lp  f u r t h e r  r u r a l  expansion. The use o f  t i l e s  stamped

"L eg io  VI"  as  a t  Coll ingham v i l l a ,  west o f  York, i s  one example of

t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y .  As for  t r a d e r s  and merchants ,  they s e t t l e d  where

they could bes t  be promoted to h ighe r  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  e . g . ,  n e a r
23

th e  c i v i t a s  c a p i t a l s ,  i . e .  Brough,  Mal ton ,  Aldborough. A c lose  

a s s o c i a t i o n  with  th e se  towns could earn  an in d iv id u a l  a p o s i t i o n  in

t h e  o r d o . They c o u l d  a l s o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  t r a d e  and b u s i n e s s

. . . 24 .c o n t a c t s  m  t h e s e  f i n a n c i a l  c e n t e r s .  As r e g a r d s  v i l l a s  of  the

t r i b a l  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  the se  a re  found near Brough and M al ton  fo r  t h e

P a r i s i  and Aldborough for  the B r ig a n te s .  These were the  in d iv id u a l s

who governed  t h e  c i v i t a t e s , s e rv ing  on the  ordo as m a g i s t r a t e s ,  or

d e c u r i o n e s . According to R i v e t ' s  s tudy ,  the  P a r i s i  had the means to

produce  more v i l l a s  o f  t h e  V i r g i l i a n  s t y l e ,  t w e n t y - f o u r  to  be

p r e c i s e ,  than the  B r ig a n te s ,  whose were s m a l l e r  and o f  t h e  r u s t i c  
25

s t y l e .  Beyond t h e s e  a r e a s  t h e r e  are a few more v i l l a s ,  probably 

n a t iv e - o w n e d  by t h e i r  l o c a t i o n .  Around B r i d l i n g t o n  t h e r e  i s  a 

g ro u p in g  and i n  t h e  wes t  n e a r  E l s a c k ,  I l k l e y ,  C a s t l e f o r d ,  Bain- 

b r idge ,  and Bowes s in g l e  v i l l a s  a re  noted,  plus one as f a r  n o r t h  as 

C h e s t e r - l e - S t r e e t .  The wes tern  v i l l a s  no doubt r e p re s e n t  the  t h i r d -

22 Branigan,  " V i l l a s  in the N or th ,"  p.  21.
24 I b i d -

Clack,  "Farmers in  the M i l i t a r y  Zone," p. 397.
R ive t ,  V i l l a ,  pp. 209-214.
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c e n t u r y  s e c u r i t y  in  t h e  P en n in e  and Wall  r eg ions .  The number of  

t h e s e  g rouped  a round  a s in g le  town shows the vas t  t e r r i t o r i u m  some 

towns had and may thus have supported a la rge  popula t ion .

The f i r s t  h a l f  of  the  t h i r d  c e n t u r y  l a i d  the  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  

t h e  n o r t h e r n  p r o v i n c e ' s  v i l l a s .  These  were n o t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

v i l l a s ,  but they r e p re s e n te d  the new age.

I n  the  s eco n d  c e n t u r y ,  the n o r th e rn  v i l l a s ,  l i k e  those  o f  the 

south a l ready  r ep re s en ted  s i t e s  of  continuous use.  There a r e  t h r e e  

p o t e n t i a l  v i l l a s  t h a t  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h i s :  Old Durham, Holme House,

and Apperley Dene. Each of the se  has a l a t e  s e c o n d - c e n t u r y  s t r u c ­

t u r e  s u p e r im p o s e d  o v e r  an e a r l i e r  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  t h a t  r e f l e c t s
26t h e  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  tow ards  th e  Romanized s t r u c t u r e s .  Old Durham 

was b u i l t  over a boundary d i t c h  o f  pre-Roman d a t e ,  w i th  a f o u r t h  

c e n t u r y  b a t h h o u s e  mark ing  t h e  l a s t  p e r i o d .  Holme House revea ls  

more, with  i t s  o u t l i n e  o f  a c o r r i d o r  house  t h a t  was d i s m a n t l e d  in  

t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y .  A p p e r l e y  Dene shows an e n c l o s e d  n a t i v e  s e t ­

t l e m e n t  t h a t  became s t r o n g l y  Romanized.  I t  marks one o f  th e

n o r t h e r n  s i t e s  t h a t ,  though lack ing  n a t iv e  a r t i f a c t s ,  shows th a t  i t

27had e a r l y  dea l in g s  with  the Romans. The p o t t e r y  was Roman and more

than normal was found; t h e r e  was Roman t i l e ,  unknown t o  s t r o n g l y

na t iv e  s i t e s ;  and no in d i c a t i o n  of  weaving m a te r i a l s  as i s  common on

n a t i v e  s i t e s .  Thus i t  was a c o n t i n u o u s  s i t e  of  two p h a s e s ,  one

28native, the second, Roman.

^  Clack,  "Farmers in the  M i l i t a r y  Zone," pp. 381-385.
_ I b i d . , p. 384.

28 Ib id .
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With the  Severan age came the golden age. These are  v i l l a  s i t e s

t h a t  show c l e a r l y  the end of  n a t iv e  use and new founda tions  l a i d  for  

29a Roman v i l l a .  The b e s t  example of  such i s  found a t  Collmgham, 

D a l t o n  P a r l o u r s  i n  West Y o r k s h i r e ,  a f i r s t  c e n t u r y  B.C. farm 

s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t i m b e r  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  rem ained  o c c u p i e d  u n t i l  

sometime between A.D. 50 and 150 and then was unoccupied u n t i l  t h e
.  3 0t h i r d  c e n t u r y ,  when t h e  f i r s t  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s  were b u i l t .  The 

r e s id en c e  has revea led  c e i l i n g  p l a s t e r  and mosaics of  h igh  q u a l i t y ,  

w i th  a bathhouse nearby .  I t  i s  the  exce l lence  of  d e co ra t io n  and the 

b u i l d in g  of  the  bathhouse a t  the same time as the r e s id e n c e  and n o t  

l a t e r ,  as  on cont inuous  n a t iv e  s i t e s ,  t h a t  d e f in e s  a high degree of  

c i v i l i z a t i o n ;  i t s  proximity  to  York d e f i n e s  i t s  owner as an i n d i ­

v id u a l  of  h igh  p o s i t i o n  in the c o l o n i a . Cont inu i ty  of  occupation i s

d i s p r o v e d  by th e  two s e t s  o f  p o t t e r y  found with a c l e a r  d iv i s i o n

31b e tw e e n  n a t i v e  and Roman. The o r i g i n a l  timber s t r u c t u r e  was la rge

and w e l l  c o n s t ru c t e d ,  bu t  i t s  d e s t r u c t i o n  came a b o u t  from l o c a l

u p r i s in g s  and decay from f u r t h e r  m i l i t a r y  advances.

At the time o f  the Claudian conquest  many sou thern  towns had a

pa r t ly -R oraan ized  s o c i e t y ,  which provided  for  the c o n t i n u i t y  o f  many

r u r a l  s i t e s .  While a t  York a la rg e  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n

was made up o f  r e t i r e d  l e g i o n n a r i e s  and sugges ts  a reg ion  of  new 

32la n d o w n e r s .  R i l e y ' s  a e r i a l  photography of  the Yorkshire landscape

29, n Branigan,  " C e l t i c  Farm to Roman V i l l a , "  p. 92. 
" I b id .

I b i d . ,  p. 93.
I b i d . ,  p. 94.
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r e v e a l s  e x t e n s i v e  Roman f i e l d s .  These a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from 

C e l t i c  by t h e i r  checkerboard p a t t e r n  d iv ided  by t h e  s t r a i g h t  l i n e s  

o f  the Roman roads ,  w hile  C e l t i c  f i e l d s  were c i r c u l a r  with  i r r e g u l a r  

d iv i s i o n s  o f  c u r v e s .  The t h i r d  c e n t u r y  b r o u g h t  a change to  t h e  

l a n d s c a p e  th r o u g h  t h e  c l e a r in g  o f  thousands of  ac re s  o f  new f i e l d s  

for  the  many new owners.

A c o m p le te  s tu d y  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  changes i s  not ye t  p o s s ib le ,

but the  inc reased  ro le  of  a g r i c u l t u r e  in  t h e  economy can  be s e e n .

What was once  a s u b s i s t e n c e  economy with  l im i t e d  su rp lus  had grown

in to  high p r o f i t  f a rm in g .  A r e t i r e d  Roman s o l d i e r  f o l l o w e d  t h e
34t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  f a rm in g  was f o r  p r o f i t .  The n a t i v e ,  on th e  other  

hand, sought out the improved l i f e s t y l e  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y ,  w i t h  h i s  

f i e l d s  showing t h e  g r a d u a l  change  t o  p r o f i t  making. The d i s t r i ­

bu t ion  of  v i l l a s  in the no r th  in groups c lose  to  t h e  m a jo r  c e n t e r s  

o f  York,  M a l t o n ,  and Brough s u g g e s t  the  c h a n g in g  v a l u e s  o f  the 

n a t iv e s  who owned the g r e a t e r  number o f  v i l l a s .

F i e l d  sys tem s  of  Rudston and Langston show the na t ive  changes.  

In both cases  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a v i l l a  i n v o l v e d  one s e t t l e m e n t ' s  

t a k i n g  over  th e  l a n d s  o f  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t ie s .  L a r g e - s c a l e  r e o r ­

ga n iz a t io n  o f  f i e l d  boundar ie s ,  seen in a e r i a l  photography and c rop  

m a rk s ,  r e v e a l s  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  n a t i v e s  to the Roman ideas.  

Though the f i e l d s  were ex tens ive  in  many cases ,  the  v i l l a s  d id  n o t  

r e f l e c t  t h e  e x p e c te d  e l a b o r a t e  f e a t u r e s .  They rem a ined  s imple

Ramm, "Se t t l em en ts  Eas t  o f  the Pennines ,"  p. 35. 
Branigan,  " V i l l a s  in  the N or th ,"  p.  24.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



120

35r e c t a n g u la r  houses w i th  an I ron  Age i n t e r i o r .

The purpose of  v i l l a s  in  the  second cen tu ry  had been to  express

th e  o w n e r ' s  " R o m a n i t a s . "  C o l o r f u l  m o sa ic s  were numerous in the

P a r i s i a n  v i l l a s  and must have  been  t h o u g h t  to  be t h e  b e s t  way to

im press  Rome. I n  t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  became

c i t i z e n s  o f  Rome was n o t i c e a b l e  by the  P a r i s i s  and Br igantes  through
36an improved des ign  in  t h e i r  v i l l a s .  Such improvements became even 

more n o t i c e a b le  in the second h a l f  o f  the cen tu ry  with the i n f l u x  of  

Gauls.

B a r b a r i a n  i n v a s i o n s  had made u rb a n  l i f e  for  the a r i s t o c r a c y

impossible through e x c e s s i v e  t a x e s .  They had r e t r e a t e d  to  t h e i r

v i l l a s  to avoid the taxes  to b u i ld  the much needed town w a l l s .  With

the sacking of  towns th e r e  was no th ing  to c o l l e c t ,  and no one co u ld

a f f o r d  t o  buy the  s a l e a b l e  lands.  The d ep a r tu r e  of  the a r i s t o c r a c y

from Gaul and t h e i r  a r r i v a l  in B r i t a i n  was marked by the b u i ld in g  of
37c o u r t y a r d  v i l l a s  on the i s l a n d .  At p re sen t  no t  one has been found 

n o r th  of  the Humber, but t h i s  does  n o t  mean t h a t  none e x i s t .  The 

t r a d e  c o n n e c t i o n s  be tw een  th e  Humber and Rhine  drew many G a l l ic  

t r a d e r s  to  the n o r th e rn  p r o v i n c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  second  and t h i r d

c e n t u r i e s ,  and p r o b a b l y  some s e t t l e d  in such v i l l a s  in the  no r th -

„ 38 e a s t .

I b i d . ,  pp. 24-25.
__ I b i d . ,  p . 26.

Salway, Roman B r i t a i n  1A, p. 280.
Mark H a s s a l l ,  " B r i t a i n  and the Rhine Provinces :  Epigraphic Evidence 
f o r  Roman T r a d e , "  in  Roman Shipping and Trade:  B r i t a i n  and the

Rhine P r o v in c e s , Joan du P l a t  Taylor and Henry Cleere  eds.  (London: 
C.B.A.,  1978), pp. 43-46.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



With o r  w i th o u t  a cour tyard  v i l l a ,  no r the rn  B r i t a i n ' s  country­

s id e  overcame tremendous odds and became a v i a b l e  p a r t  o f  B r i t a n n ia  

I n f e r i o r 1 s success .  In the Agrico la  Tac i tus  recorded Rome's abuse 

o f  t h e  g r a i n  l e v y  and r e l a t e d  how A gr ico la ,  employing the ru l e  of

T ibe r iu s  to  shear the s h e e p ,  n o t  to  s k i n  them,  e a s e d  th e  le v y  o f
39 . . .

g r a i n  and t r i b u t e .  However, the  ex tens ive  m i l i t a r y  a c t io n s  in  the

no r th  did l i t t l e  to  l i g h t e n  the p re s su re  placed on the smal l  n a t i v e

farms. Unlike o th e r  w es te rn  prov inces ,  i . e .  Spain and Gaul, no r thern

B r i t a i n  was the f r o n t i e r  and c l a s s i f i e d  as a m i l i t a r y  zone.  S p a in ,

though  m o u n t a in o u s ,  had no permanent  m i l i t a r y  zone. Gaul, on the

o the r  hand,  had a f r o n t i e r  army to  s u p p l y ,  b u t  i t s  w e a l t h  made i t

p o s s i b l e  t o  p ro d u ce  enough g r a i n  f o r  i t s  own p o p u l a t i o n  and the

army, and s t i l l  to  send p a r t  from the Provence and A qu i ta n ia  to  t h e

. 40annona of  Rome i t s e l f .

The third century marked a great rise in production of grain

due in  p a r t  to the  growth o f  Roman v i l l a s .  D ur ing  th e  second h a l f

o f  the  century  when B r i t a i n  became sepa ra ted  from Rome in  the G a l l i c

Empire, 260-264, and aga in  under Carausius from 276 -2 9 4 ,  t h e  l o s s

o f  a food s o u r c e  was f e l t  on t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  Both Ammianus and

Zosimus recorded the need o f  B r i t i s h  g r a i n  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  w e s t e r n
41 .c o n t i n e n t a l  l e g i o n s .  B r i t a i n  rem ained  important  and c o n t ro l l e d

through the  r e ig n  of  Theodosius,  a f t e r  which the  Saxon r a i d s  became

39 . .S u e t o n i u s  The Twelve C a e s a r s  T i b e r i u s  3 2 . 2 ,  p.  26; Tac itus
40 A gr ico la  19.
^  Frank.  Roman Im p e r i a l i sm , pp. 578-79.

Ammianus 18 .2 .3 ;  Zosimus 3 . 5 .2 .
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42more tha n  Rome c o u l d  h a n d l e .  Ruds ton  v i l l a ,  e a s t  of  York, r e -
. . 4 3f l e e t e d  t h e  growing weal th  with i t s  mosaics of  aqua t ic  c r e a tu r e s ;

the founding o f  the P e tu a r i a n  school  o f  m o s a i c i s t s  f u r t h e r  s u g g e s t s  

th e  w e a l t h  t h a t  was able  to be produced in  the coun t rys ide  and the 

degree of  " c i v i l i z a t i o n "  t h a t  the  no r th  had achieved.

Ammianus 28 .3 .1 ,  3 0 .7 .9 ,  30 .9 .1 .  
R ive t ,  V i l l a s  p. 86.
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CHAPTER VII

CONCLUSION

Although u rb a n iz a t io n  and the bu i ld ing  o f  v i l l a s  a r e  considered

two s e p a r a t e  phases o f  Romanizat ion,  i t  is the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between

them which c r e a t e d  t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  B r i t a n n i a  I n f e r i o r . R iv e t

s t a t e s  t h a t  "we c a n n o t  have a v i l l a  w i t h o u t  a tow n;"^  and Col-
2l ingwood s a y s  t h a t  "towns were p a r a s i t i c  on the c o u n t ry s id e ,"  fo r  

one depended upon the o th e r .  V i l l a s  requ i red  the funds found among 

th o s e  who c o u l d  a f f o r d  to  l i v e  in  t h e  l a r g e r  towns ,  and towns 

r e q u i re d  the goods th a t  were produced i n  t h e  v i l l a s .  T h e i r  e x i s ­

t e n c e  p roved  the accep tance of  the  Roman l i f e s t y l e ,  but without  the 

d i v i s i o n  t h a t  occurred b e tw een  town and c o u n t r y  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  

e m p i r e .  B r i t a n n i a  I n f e r i o r  had s u c c e e d e d  in p re se rv in g  the  nec­

e s s a r y  u n i t y  t h a t  had Romanized the  n a t i v e s  by t h e i r  c o n t in u e d  

i n t e r e s t  in Roman goods and c i v i l i z a t i o n .

W i th in  th e  f i r s t  two decades of  the  t h i r d  cen tury ,  the emperor 

S e p t i m iu s  S e v e r u s  and h i s  son C a r a c a l l a  r e c o g n i z e d  the  n a t i v e  

p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  empire in  both marriage and c i t i z e n s h i p .  Their  

purpose was not to  give e q u a l i t y  to  the n a t i v e s ;  t h e s e  r i g h t s  were 

t o  appease the  army and to c r e a t e  more t a x  revenues .  In  the case o f

2  R ive t ,  Town and Country , p.  105.
Collingwood, Roman B r i t a i n  IB, p.  198.
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n o r t h e r n  B r i t a i n  t h e s e  r e f o r m s  s e r v e d  as  t h e  c a t a l y s t s  to  the  

u rb a n iz a t io n  of  the  p r o v i n c e .  The a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  n a t i v e s  and 

t h e i r  inc reased  r o l e  in  the s t a t e  drew them in to  the towns o f f  t h e i r  

s imple farms. As t h e i r  w e a l t h  grew w i th  th e  a i d  o f  Roman u rban  

econom ics ,  which  p r o v i d e d  e x t e n s i v e  t r a d e  o u t s i d e  the p rovince ,  

n a t i v e  B r i t o n s  w ished  t o  f u r t h e r  e m u la te  t h e i r  c o n q u e r o r s  by 

r e t u r n i n g  to  l i v e  p a r t - t i m e  i n  th e  c o u n t r y s i d e  in  the luxury of 

v i l l a s .  With the f u r t h e r  expansion o f  the r u r a l  l a n d s  f o r  p r o f i t ,  

and in c lo se  p rox im ity  to  the towns fo r  g r e a t e r  access  to the  market 

c e n t e r s ,  the n a t iv e  p o p u l a t i o n  had r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  

p hase  o f  R o m a n iz a t io n .  They b u i l t  and suppor ted  the ex i s t e n c e  of 

the  towns.

P re-conques t  farms of  c i r c u l a r ,  w a t t l e  and daub, C e l t i c  h u ts ,

s t i l l  e x i s t e d  and suppor ted  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  I r o n  Age f a s h i o n

3 .t h r o u g h  th e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y .  These s e t t l e m e n t s  were in the  moun­

ta inous  a reas  where Rome had b a t t l e d  in  the second cen tu ry  and were 

p a c i f i e d  by the Severan armies.  The Boudiccan r e b e l l i o n  taught  Rome 

no t  to fo rce  change upon t h e  B r i t o n s ,  but  to  l e t  them choose  how 

th e y  w ished  to  l i v e .  Thus, so long as they remained peacefu l ,  the 

C e l t i c  farms would not have to  change. And while the se  people l i v e d  

in  the " I ro n  Age", the people o f  the lowlands l ived  in the urbanized  

a reas  o f  the c a p i t a l  a t  York, o r  in  th e  n a t i v e  c a p i t a l s  o f  A ld­

b o ro u g h ,  Brough,  or  M a l to n ,  o r  in  the  l a r g e s t  form o f  n a t i v e  

u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  the  v i c i . The "degree o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n "  was l e s s  than

3 Collingwood and Richmond. Archaeology, p, 181.
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t h a t  o f  Gaul  and S p a in  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  marked a s u c c e s s fu l  Roman 

province .

The t h i r d  c e n t u r y  was a p e r i o d  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  f o r  n o r t h e r n

B r i t a i n  marked by an i n c r e a s e  in  t h e  c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  and i t s

i n t e r e s t  i n  the  Roman l i f e s t y l e .  I n  h i s  book on t h e  n o r t h e r n

f r o n t i e r ,  Breeze b e s t  d e s c r ib e s  the d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  the  second

and t h i r d  c e n t u r i e s :

The second cen tury  might in  s i m p l i s t i c  terms be c a l l e d  
a cen tury  of war,  the  t h i r d  cen tu ry  one o f  peace.  This 
i s  c e r t a i n l y  the  impression prov ided  by the contemporary 
sources .  Through the  second cen tu ry  r e fe ren c es  to warfare  
o r  in  the  im per ia l  b io g raph ies  and o the r  documents, but 
from 211 to 297 t h e r e  i s  not a s i n g l e  such comment in the ,  
a dm i t ted ly  s p a r s e ,  l i t e r a r y  sources .  The d i f f e r e n c e  between 
the  two c e n t u r i e s  may not merely r e f l e c t  the d i f f e r e n t  
sources ,  or  the  change in  im per ia l  i n t e r e s t  in B r i t a i n ,  but 
may a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t  the a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n  on the no r thern  
f r o n t i e r  fo r  the  p i c t u r e  which emerges from the l i t e r a r y  
sources i s  suppor ted  by the test imony o f  archaeology .

There can be no doubt t h a t  t h i s  change from war t o  p e a c e ,  a c h i e v e d  

by S e p t i m i u s  S e v e r u s ,  r e l a x e d  t h e  governmenta l  p re s s u re  t h a t  the 

no r th  f e l t ,  a l lowing i t  to  develop as  a c i v i l i a n  zone .  No lo n g e r  

d id  t h e  n o r t h  s e r v e  as the  m i l i t a r y  playground fo r  the emperor 's  

persona l  g lo ry ,  but as an urbanized province  with  York as i t s  cen te r  

and towns r a d i a t i n g  from i t  to the d i s t a n t  f r o n t i e r .

Salway descr ibed  the  e a r ly  t h i r d  c e n t u r y  as a t im e  of  " r e v o ­

l u t i o n  and p r o s p e r i t y . " ^  The S e v e r a n  r e fo rm s  c r e a t e d  a r a p id ly  

growing p r o s p e r i t y  t h a t  perm i t ted  pub l ic  and p r i v a t e  development t o  

sh o o t  fo r w a r d .  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  excavations  have produced evidence

Breeze,  F r o n t i e r s , p. 125. 
Salway, F r o n t i e r  P e o p le , p. 192.
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t h a t  shows w i d e s p r e a d  b u i ld in g ,  from York to  H ad r ian ' s  Wall,  along

new l i n e s , ^  which r e f l e c t e d  the Roman idea  of  urban l i v i n g .

P r i o r  to the t h i r d  cen tu ry  urban development was r e s t r i c t e d  t o

York and those a rea s  t h a t  lay w i th in  the  Vale of  York. York i t s e l f ,

al though  a municipium, d id  not  r e f l e c t  a s trong  Romanized community.

I t s  t i t l e  was due more to i t s  r o l e  as a t r ade  c e n t e r  fo r  the no r th

than as a major town. The p o s i t i o n  York held in the  l a s t  q ua r te r  of

the second cen tu ry  came only because o f  the Antonine withdrawal from

the  n o r t h ;  t h i s  had c a u s e d  a n o t h e r  phase  o f  b u i l d i n g ,  n o te d  i n

timber s t r u c t u r e s  along Tanner Row.^ With the  success of  Severus in

A.D. 193, York en tered  the  t h i r d  cen tury  with the s t r e n g t h  o f  s t o n e

and c o n c r e t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  i t s  c i v i l i a n  s e t t l e m e n t  ac ross  the

r i v e r  from the f o r t r e s s .

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e x c a v a t i o n s ,  i n  1984 in  York have found stone

bu i ld ings  t h a t  da te  to the  pe r iod  197-211 b u i l t  on top o f  the t imber
8s t r u c t u r e s  m e n t io n ed  above. This was the s o l id  c o n s t r u c t io n  th a t  

was in f luenced  by the emperor Sep t im ius  S e v e r u s ,  who no doubt  had 

York b u i l t  up t o  r e f l e c t  i t s  new p o s i t i o n  of p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l .  

York e a r n e d  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  n o t  f o r  h a v in g  a l a r g e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  

v e t e r a n s ,  but  f o r  an inc reased  c i v i l i a n  popula t ion  t h a t  i s  a t t e s t e d

to  by the  excavat ions  of  the cemetery on The Mount and Trentholrae

9 •D r i v e .  The c e m e te ry  showed use s in ce  the f i r s t  cen tury ;  however,

y Jones ,  "Change on the F r o n t i e r , "  p. 408.
Nick P e a r s o n ,  " G e n e ra l  A cc iden t  (Tanner Row)" In te r im  10 no. 1 

„ (November 1984): 6.
I b i d . ,  p.  5; P e a r s o n ,  "G enera l  Accident"  In te r im  9 no. 4 (June 
1984): 10-12.
L. Wenham, Trentholme Dr. Cemetery, p. 4.
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i t s  use  i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y  as t h e  p o t t e r y  and other  

grave  goods have  shown. Even w i th  th e  u n u s u a l  p r e s e n c e  o f  the  

m i l i t a r y  York became a c o l o n ia .

York showed t h e  changes Rome had to make i f  the  northwest  was 

to remain a peacefu l  p a r t  o f  t h e  e m p i re .  There  was n e i t h e r  the 

la rge  v e t e ra n  p opu la t ion  found a t  o th e r  c o lo n ia , nor did  i t  gain i t s  

t i t l e  as  a m a jo r  s e t t l e m e n t  t h a t  was g iv e n  t o  c i v i l i a n s  by the 

m i l i t a r y  t h a t  had abandoned the s i t e .  York's  co lon ia  grew on v i rg in  

s o i l  and was recognized fo r  i t s  independence from the m i l i t a r y .  The 

popula t ion  was not  o f  Roman c i t i z e n s ,  but of  n a t i v e s  t h a t  had become 

accus tomed to  Roman l u x u r y  goods and had g a in e d  t h e  w ealth  tha t  

permi t t ed  them t o  l i v e  i n  towns t h a t  had e a s i e r  a c c e s s  to t h o s e  

luxury i t e m s .

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and p o l i t i c a l  advancements  in  York were 

f u r th e r  enhanced by the  im per ia l  v i s i t  from 207 -2 1 1 .  T h is  d i r e c t  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  Rome's  e l i t e  was to  he lp  f u r th e r  the urban growth and 

o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  n o r t h e r n  p r o v i n c e .  S e v e r u s '  g r a n t s  of  p e r ­

m i s s i o n  f o r  s o l d i e r s  to  marry  s e r v e d  as t h e  c a t a l y s t  f o r  the 

e x p a n s io n  o f  t h e  v i c i , s e t t l e m e n t s  t h a t  were cons idered  e a r l i e r  to 

be o f  m i l i t a r y  o r i g i n ,  but in B r i t a i n  r ep re sen ted  the bes t  means for 

u rban  com m uni t ie s  t o  develop along the f r o n t i e r . ^  The i r  expansion 

f u r t h e r  enhanced  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  t h e  c i v i t a s  c a p i t a l s  which  were

^  Salway, "Urban iza t ion  of  the North,"  pp.  8-9.
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r e sp o n s ib le  for  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  o rg an iz a t io n .

The c i v i t a s  c a p i t a l s  were p a r t  of the Hadrianic o r g a n iz a t io n  of  

t h e  n o r t h ,  bu t  had achieved l i t t l e  w ealth  u n t i l  the t h i r d  century .  

Like York, Aldborough and Brough-on-Humber, which was d i s p l a c e d  by 

M al ton ,  b o th  show urban  wealth in  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and in d u s t ry .  This 

wealth  spread in to  the west and caused a d iv i s i o n  of  the  B r i g a n t i a n  

l a n d s  and formed t h e  new c i v i t a t e s  o f  Luguval ium ,  c e n t e r e d  a t  

C a r l i s l e .

The growth o f  towns in the west had requ i red  such a d i v i s i o n  of  

w e a l t h .  C a r a c a l l a ' s  C o n s t i t u t i o  Antoniniana had e s t a b l i s h e d  b e t t e r  

r e l a t i o n s  be tw een  t h e  s o l d i e r s  and c i v i l i a n s  by d ec la r in g  a l l  f ree  

born people of  the empire Roman c i t i z e n s .  There were no lo n g e r  any 

s o c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  This combined w i th  the e a r l i e r  Severan ac t  of  

m a r r i a g e  cau sed  th e  v i c i  to  grow across  the Vallum along H adr ian1 s 

W a l l ,  as  w e l l  as  n e a r  the f o r t s  of  the  Pennines and along the west 

co a s t .  Families s e t t l e d  near  the f o r t s ,  d e ve lop ing  new i n d u s t r i a l  

and t r ade  c e n t e r s .

With t h e  g rowth  o f  c i v i l i a n  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  more and improved 

roadways covered the p rov ince .  S m a l le r  towns grew up a lo n g  t h e s e  

ro a d s  between the l a r g e r  c e n t e r s ;  these  were p r im ar i ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

s e t t l e m e n t s  th a t  had c o n ta c t  with the r u r a l  n a t i v e  farms and v i l l a s .  

These  towns i n d i c a t e  th e  peace  th a t  e x i s t e d  by having no m i l i t a r y

R. Hingley,  "Roman B r i t a i n :  The S t r u c t u r e  of  Roman Imper ia l i sm and 
the  Consequences of  Imper ia l i sm on th e  Development o f  a P e r ip h e ra l  
P r o v i n c e , "  i n  The R o m a n o -B r i t i sh  Countrys ide ed. by M iles ,  pp. 
24-25.
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fort near them for protection. . Along some stretches of road even 

smaller settlements, the mans iones, existed. Some were built in 

towns, as indicated above, but many of these roadside inns lay 

between towns to serve military officers and the postal service with 

rest stops.

These smaller "urban" units marked the acceptance of Roman­

ization, as Rome considered the town the most important phase of its 

conquest of a new province. In Britain such a development was slow 

to take hold, since nothing resembling a town existed in the 

pre-Roman period. With northern Britain's limited area for expan­

sion and strong military presence, it took the Severan reforms, 

although favoring the soldiers, to encourage civilian settlements. 

Only with this success could Rome enter upon its second phase, the 

growth of villas.

These Roman settlements were accepted easily by the natives, 

for, as Caesar noted, the Britons had lived in similiar units prior 

to the Claudian conquest. On the continent it was such rural estates 

that were weakening the urban population at this time. In northern 

Britain the idea of owning both a townhouse and country estate was 

new, and though many villas were built, their owners did not live in 

them, but left them to the charge of a bailiff. They were as 

self-sufficient as the villas of Italy, except that the houses were 

smaller and were merely visited by their owners in the evening. 

Collingwood described the towns as "parasitic" of the villas, since 

these were the largest producers of goods, especially grain. The
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p r o x i m i t y  o f  v i l l a s  to  the  towns would show t h a t  they were c lo se  to 

t h e i r  necessary  t r ade  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t e r .  T h e i r  c l o s e n e s s  t o  th e  

towns ,  a l s o ,  k e p t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  share of  the owner 's  weal th  in  the 

tow ns ,  which made t h e  l i f e  o f  the decuriones a lo t  e a s i e r  than i t  

was on the c o n t in e n t .

While t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  Roman Empire f a c e d  war and economic 

f a i l u r e  in  t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y ,  n o r t h e r n  B r i t a i n  saw peace  and 

p r o s p e r i t y .  The m i l i t a r y  ac t io n s  o f  the second century  had delayed 

the Romanizat ion o f  t h e  a r e a .  I t  was o n ly  w i t h  t h e  g u id a n c e  o f  

S e p t i m iu s  Severus in  the f i r s t  decade of  the t h i r d  cen tu ry  t h a t  the 

n o r t h  became an expanding c i v i l i a n  province .  B r i t a n n ia  I n f e r i o r  was 

m i l i t a r i l y  p r o t e c t e d ,  y e t  g u ide d  by a c i v i l i a n  government.  The 

d i v e r s i t y  of  popu la t ion  c r e a te d  a wealth  of  in d u s t ry  and t r a d e  t h a t  

embedded pe a c e  i n t o  t h e  p r o v in c e  to  preseve the  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  the 

new age.
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U rbaniza t ion  i n  Gaul and Spain

Gaul and Spain had been in f luenced  i n  the f i f t h - c e n t u r y  B.C. by 

t h e  Greek c o l o n i s t s  who f i r s t  brought  the  idea  of planned towns to 

the west .  In Gaul such towns o n ly  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h  Provence 

r e g i o n ,  bu t  d i d  have  an i n f l u e n c e  i n  t r i b a l  communities no r th  of 

t h e r e .  Many b u i l t  wall s  around t h e i r  t r i b a l  c a p i t a l s  i n  a manner 

s i m i l i a r  to the  sou th ,  as noted by Caesar .  In Spain,  however, the re 

was a s teady  in f lu en ce  of  Greek and Car thag in ian ,  so t h a t  when Rome 

made i t  p a r t  o f  the empire a f t e r  the F i r s t  Penic War i t  was a l ready  

an urbanized p rov ince .  Both provinces  prospered and grew due to  the 

long  d i s t a n c e  tr ade  made p o s s ib le  by the cont inous  expansion o f  the 

Roman Empire. Gaul t r a n s p o r t e d  g r a i n  while Spain shipped wine.

The Roman advance in to  Germany a t  the time of  Augustus placed a 

l a rg e  number of  s o l d i e r s  nearby t h a t  f u r t h e r  expanded the  markets of 

t h e  two p r o v i n c e s .  With t h e  c o n q u e s t  o f  B r i t a i n ,  Spain and Gaul 

became the c h i e f  s u p p l i e r s  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  w e s t e r n  f r o n ­

t i e r s .  As t h e i r  t r a d e  markets in c re a s e d  i n  number and s i z e ,  so did 

t h e i r  i n d u s t r i e s ,  which  a l l o w e d  f o r  g r e a t e r  u rban  growth  and 

e x p a n s i o n .  The l a c k  of  m i l i t a r y  advance beyond B r i t a i n  c u r t a i l e d  

wes tern  i n d u s t r i a l  growth,  weakening the economy on t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  

B r i t a i n ,  how ever ,  was ab le  to develop a s t rong  in d u s t ry  due to  i t s  

l a rg e  m i l i t a r y  popula t ion  i n  the t h i r d  cen tu ry ,  bu t  w i thou t  f u r t h e r  

m i l i t a r y  expansion u rb a n iz a t io n  was l i m i t e d .
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