REA%FEIG Reading Horizons: A Journal of Literacy and
HORIZONS

Language Arts
Volume 9 -
Issue 2 January 1969 Article 1
1-1-1969

Teacher Preparation and Pupil Achievement

Homer L.J. Carter
Western Michigan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/reading_horizons

6‘ Part of the Education Commons

Recommended Citation
Carter, H. L. (1969). Teacher Preparation and Pupil Achievement. Reading Horizons: A Journal of Literacy
and Language Arts, 9 (2). Retrieved from https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/reading_horizons/vol9/iss2/1

This Editor's Note is brought to you for free and open
access by the Special Education and Literacy Studies at

ScholarWorks at WMU. It has been accepted for inclusion

in Reading Horizons: A Journal of Literacy and Language

Arts by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks at WMU.

For more information, please contact wmu- WESTERN MICHGAN UNVERSITY

. Dorothy J. McGinnis
scholarworks@wmich.edu. Reading Center and Clinic


http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/reading_horizons
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/reading_horizons
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/reading_horizons/vol9
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/reading_horizons/vol9/iss2
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/reading_horizons/vol9/iss2/1
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/reading_horizons?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Freading_horizons%2Fvol9%2Fiss2%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/784?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Freading_horizons%2Fvol9%2Fiss2%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/reading_horizons/vol9/iss2/1?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Freading_horizons%2Fvol9%2Fiss2%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:wmu-scholarworks@wmich.edu
mailto:wmu-scholarworks@wmich.edu
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/

Editorial Comment

Teacher Preparation and Pupil Achievement

In the field of education it has been assumed that raising the
educational level of teachers is directly related to the improvement of
pupil achievement. Metzner, in the October issue of Phi Delta Kappan,
discredits this assumption when he points out that, “Regardless of
what criteria are used, the irrelevance of the amount of teacher train-
ing to teaching success becomes increasingly evident the more one
consults the pertinent research.” In substantiating this statement he
cites seventeen apparently well-designed and controlled investigations.

Is teacher preparation worthless? No one should make this assump-
tion. Metzner has called attention, in a vigorous manner, to the fact
that no possible training can bring about academic success in an im-
possible situation where there is little hunger and thirst for classroom
achievement. Motivation is an essential ingredient of success. The
home, the neighborhood, and society have determined unconsciously
for the child that which is important for him. He, encouraged by many
of his peers, accepts the values of his world.

The remedy for this situation requires more than a prescription.
A renaissance is required, and this may not come about in a purely
rational manner. Can and will our country modify the social and edu-
cational environment of the child so that he can see the value of edu-
cation and be willing to put forth and sustain effort in its attainment?
This can only be accomplished when parents, teachers, and society
have determined the aims of education and agreed upon the importance
of achieving them. In the meantime, we need dedicated and consecrat-
ed teachers who are vigorous leaders and who can modify their attitudes
in a changing society. Our country necds men and women who are
not dismayed by the realities of a confused world.

Homer L. J. Carter
Editor
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