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ASSIM ILATIO N OF KOREAN COLLEGE STUDENTS

J e i  Hyun Yoo, M.A.

Western Michigan U n iv e rs ity , 1981

The purpose o f t h i s  study  was to  examine four o f Gordon*s seven 

types o f  a s s im ila tio n  ( c u l tu r a l ,  s t r u c tu r a l ,  m a rita l and id e n t i f ic a -  

t io n a l)  among Korean co lleg e  s tu d e n ts .

D ata were gathered  from a combination o f  23 in te rv iew s (14 males 

and 9 fem ales) a t  Western Michigan U n iv e rs ity  and 104 m ail question­

n a ir e s  (63 males and 41 fem ales) from th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  M ichigan.

The degree o f a s s im ila tio n  was p o s it iv e ly  r e la te d  to  th e  length  

o f re s id en ce  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s ,  SES o f p a ren ts  and age. No evide­

nce was found to  suggest th a t  one sex was more h igh ly  a ss im ila te d  

in to  American so c ie ty  than  th e  o th e r .  By u t i l i z in g  p a th  a n a ly s is , 

c u l tu r a l  a ss im ila tio n  appeared to  have a r e la t iv e ly  s tro n g  d i r e c t  

in f lu e n c e  on m a rita l a s s im ila tio n  and a s l ig h t  d ir e c t  in flu en c e  on 

id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n . These were n o t a n tic ip a te d  by Gordon. 

By and la rg e ,  th e  sequence involved  in  th e  a s s im ila tio n  p ro cess , 

suggested  by Gordon, appeared to  agree w ith  th e  fin d in g s  o f t h i s  

s tu d y .
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

H is to r ic a l ly ,  American so c ie ty  has been ch a ra c te r iz e d  a s  a 

n a tio n  th a t  a t t r a c te d  and accepted numerous immigrants from 

d i f f e r e n t  c u l tu ra l  and n a tio n a l backgrounds. During i t s  e a r l i e r  

days, America was h ea v ily  populated  by English-speaking  im m igrants, 

s o -c a lle d  White Anglo-Saxon P ro te s ta n ts ,  who played a major ro le  in  

e s ta b lis h in g  th e  dominant c u ltu re  which l a t e r  immigrant groups 

e i th e r  accep ted  or r e s i s te d  in  terms o f a s s im ila tio n . The degree of 

a s s im ila tio n  in to  American so c ie ty  d if f e re d  w ith  each immigrant 

group. This was based la rg e ly  on th e  le v e l o f acceptance o f  the  

newcomers by th e  h o s t so c ie ty , and v ic e  v e rsa . "S ocial fa rn e ss"  

ra th e r  q u ick ly  s h if te d  to  "nearness" between th e  European immigrants 

and th e  h o s t group (Bogardus, 1954, 1959). Thus, th e i r  r a t e  of 

a s s im ila tio n  was more ra p id  than many o th e r groups.

The r a te  o f a s s im ila tio n  fo r  N ative-A m ericans, Black-Americans, 

Mexican-Americans, and Asian-Americans in c lu d in g  Chinese, Japanese, 

F i l ip in o s ,  Koreans, e t c .  have been slow and, a t  tim es, r a th e r  

p a in fu l (L aP iere , 1946). These groups, n o t only  because o f th e i r  

c u l tu ra l  d iffe re n c e s  bu t a lso  because of t h e i r  sk in  c o lo r , have been 

seg regated  and is o la te d  from th e  mainstream o f American so c ie ty .

Of co u rse , the  problems o f in t e r r a c ia l  r e la t io n s  have changed 

in  many ways a s  a r e s u l t  o f th e  C iv il  War, th e  second World War, 

and more re c e n tly , th e  C iv i l  R igh ts Movement and th e  Black Power

1
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2
Movement in  th e  i960*s .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  changes in  th e  60s and 

70s, th e re  was a renewed emphasis p laced  on " c u ltu ra l  p lu ra lism " 

which im plied th a t  th e  v a rio u s  m ino rity  groups should m aintain  

t h e i r  c u l tu ra l  uniqueness w h ile , a t  th e  same tim e , re ce iv e  equal 

trea tm en t in  th e  la rg e r  so c ie ty  (K allen , 1924; Rose, 1981). 

C onsequently, th e  a s s im ila t iv e  tre n d s , regard ing  e th n ic  groups, have 

been mixed, in  t h a t ,  some groups a re  r e s i s t in g  a s s im ila tio n  while 

o th e rs  a re  more n e a r ly  accep tin g  i t .

In  s p i te  o f th e  new emphasis on " c u ltu ra l  p lu ra lism ,"  sometimes 

d escrib ed  as  a c u l tu r a l  h e te ro g e n e ity , m ino rity  group members a re  

being  in fluenced  c o n s ta n tly  to  give up th e i r  c u l tu ra l  d is t in c tiv e n e s s  

and become a s s im ila te d  to  th e  American way of l i f e  (Z angw ill, 1909) . 

Thus, th e re  a re  two c o u n te r-v a ilin g  fo rc e s  o p era tin g  sim ultaneously—■ 

th e  fo rces  o f a s s im ila tio n  v ersu s  th e  fo rc e s  of c u l tu r a l  p lu ra lism . 

R ea liz in g  th e  ex is te n c e  o f th e se  c ro s s -c u r re n ts ,  th e  p re se n t w rite r  

i s  concerned w ith  applying Gordon’s  a s s im ila tio n  th eo ry  (Gordon, 1964) 

to  a s c e r ta in  th e  e x te n t to  which Korean co lleg e  s tu d en ts  in  the 

U nited  S ta te s  a re  accep ting  o r r e je c t in g  a s s im ila tio n . A more 

d e ta i le d  d iscu ss io n  o f  Gordon’s theory  i s  found l a t e r  in  t h i s  ch ap te r.

The Problem

While th e re  a re  a  la rg e  number o f research  works on th e  ex ten t 

o f a s s im ila tio n  o f  v ario u s  e th n ic  groups, to  d a te ,  th e re  have no t 

been any s tu d ie s  concerning a s s im ila tio n  of Korean co lle g e  stu d en ts  

who a re  permanent r e s id e n ts ,  n a tu ra liz e d  c i t i z e n s ,  o r long time 

so jo u rn ers  in  th e  U nited S ta te s .  Some sch o la rs  have, o f course ,
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explored th e  a s s im ila tio n  p a tte rn s  o f Korean immigrants (G regor, 1963; 

Hurh, Kim, & Kim, 1978; Hurh & Kim, 1980), bu t n o t co lleg e  s tu d e n ts .

S ince th e  United S ta te s  i s  viewed a s  a m u lt i- ra c ia l/m u lti- e th n ic  

co u n try , i t  i s  necessary  to  a s se s s  pub lic  p o lic ie s  and educational 

programs designed fo r  th e se  d i f f e r e n t  e th n ic  groups (Kahne, 1976; Penn 

s Durham, 1978; Sue, 1973). A t th e  same tim e, i t  i s  a lso  im portan t 

to  examine th e  degree o f a s s im ila tio n  o f th e se  groups, e sp e c ia lly  

c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts , in  o rd e r  to  a s c e r ta in  th e  degree to  which th ey  a re  

accep tin g  o r r e je c t in g  v ario u s  a sp ec ts  o f  th e  American c u l tu re .

Are Korean co lleg e  s tu d e n ts  determ ined to  m aintain s tro n g  

w ith in  t h e i r  own unique c u l tu r a l  s e t t in g s ?  Does th e  len g th  o f s tay  

in  th e  U nited S ta te s  have an e ro sio n  e f f e c t  upon th e i r  c u l tu r a l  

outlook? I f  so , in  what d ire c tio n  a re  th e se  s tu d en ts  going—pro­

a s s im ila tio n  o r  a n ti-a s s im ila tio n ?  Does sex p lay  a  ro le  in  th e  r a te  

and /o r d ire c t io n  o f  a s s im ila tio n ?  These a re  some o f th e  im portant 

q u es tio n s  t h a t  should be answered in  o rd er to  b e t te r  understand  th e  

fu tu re  p ro sp ec ts  o f  Koreans in  t h i s  country , e s p e c ia lly , those  who 

a re  e i th e r  permanent re s id e n ts  or n a tu ra liz e d  c i t iz e n s .

The purpose o f t h i s  s tudy , th en , i s  (1) to  examine th e  r e la t io n ­

sh ip s  between th e  degree of a s s im ila tio n  and c e r ta in  v a r ia b le s ,  such 

a s  len g th  o f re s id en ce , socio-economic s ta tu s  o f p a re n ts , sex , and 

age of Korean co lleg e  s tu d en ts  in  th e  U nited S ta te s ;  (2) to  t e s t  

fo u r o f G ordon's seven types o f a s s im ila tio n : c u l tu ra l  a s s im ila tio n ,

s t r u c tu r a l  a s s im ila tio n , m a rita l a s s im ila tio n , and id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  

a s s im ila tio n  (Gordon, 1964). P a re n th e t ic a l ly , Gordon’s a t t i tu d e  

re c e p tio n a l a s s im ila tio n , behavior re c e p tio n a l a s s im ila tio n ,
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and c iv ic  a s s im ila tio n  w i l l  n o t be inc luded  because to  t e s t  them 

would re q u ire  a  comparison of two groups, Korean co lleg e  s tu d e n ts  

v is-eU v is  w hite  American c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts . Such a comparison i s  

n o t th e  focus o f  the  p re se n t s tudy .

S ince t h i s  study d e a ls  so le ly  w ith  Korean c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts , 

th e  fo llow ing  s p e c if ic  q u estio n s  are  ra is e d : F i r s t ,  do th e  len g th  o f

re s id en ce  in  the  U nited  S ta te s  and th e  SES o f  p a re n ts  a f f e c t  th e  

degree o f a s s im ila tio n  among Korean c o lle g e  s tu d en ts?  Secondly, i s  

th e re  any d iffe re n c e s  in  degree o f a s s im ila tio n  by age and sex?

T h ird ly , to  what e x te n t a re  Korean c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  a ss im ila te d  in to  

th e  h o s t so c ie ty ?

From th e  q u e s tio n s  ra is e d  above, the  fo llow ing  four hypotheses 

a re  generated :

H ypothesis 1 : There i s  a d i r e c t  r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  len g th

o f  re s id en ce  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s  and th e  degree of a s s im ila tio n  among 

Korean c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts .

H ypothesis 2: There i s  a d i r e c t  r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  SES

o f p a re n ts  and the  degree of a s s im ila tio n  among Korean c o lleg e  

s tu d e n ts .

W einstock (1963) and S ilv e rs  (1965) have a lread y  dem onstrated 

th a t  a h igh  SES o f new immigrants i s  p o s it iv e ly  r e la te d  to  a h igh  

degree o f  c u l tu r a l  a s s im ila t io n . This p ro p o sitio n  i s  p a r t ia l ly  

confirm ed by r e s u l ts  o b ta in ed  from s tu d ie s  o f  Korean immigrants in  

t h i s  coun try  (Hurh, Kim, & Kim, 1978) . In  th e  p re se n t study , i t  i s  

p o s ite d  th a t  the  s tu d e n ts  who come from a h igh  SES fam ily background 

w i l l  be more a s s im ila te d  than those who come from a low SES fam ily
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background.

H ypothesis 3: The younger age groups a re  more h igh ly  assim i­

la te d  than  th e  o ld e r age groups.

Gordon (1964) a s s e r t s  t h a t  younger people a re  more e a s i ly  

a s s im ila te d  than  o ld e r  p eop le .

H ypothesis 4 ; The fem ales a re  more h igh ly  a ss im ila te d  than th e  

m ales.

In  th e  s tu d ie s  o f Chinese-American d a tin g  p a t te rn s ,  A bel, Hsu 

(1949) and Weiss (1973) found th a t  Chinese fem ales were adopting 

White-American va lues to  a g re a te r  e x te n t than were th e  Chinese 

m ales. A rkoff e t  a l .  (1962) and K itano (1962) a lso  p resen ted  a 

s im ila r  p ic tu re  in  t h e i r  s tu d ie s  o f  Japanese-Am ericans.

D e f in itio n  o f A ssim ilation

The concept o f  a s s im ila tio n  i s  o fte n  used in  a ra th e r  ambiguous 

manner. F req u en tly , i t  i s  used in terchangeab ly  w ith  o th e r  term s or 

concep ts . For example, F a irc h ild  (1933) equated a s s im ila tio n  with 

A m ericanization , w hile  B erry, T isch le r  (1978) and B ie rs te d t (1970) 

in s i s te d  th a t  a s s im ila tio n  and a c c u ltu ra tio n  a re  synonymous. Gordon 

(1964) a lso  has t re a te d  a c c u ltu ra tio n  a s  a type o f c u l tu ra l  a ss im ila ­

t io n .  According to  Park and Burgess (1921):

A ssim ila tio n  i s  a  p ro cess  of in te rp e n e tra tio n  and fu sio n  
in  which persons o r  groups acqu ire  th e  memories, sen tim en ts, 
and a t t i tu d e s  o f o th e r  persons o r groups, and, by sharing  
th e i r  experience and h is to ry ,  a re  inco rp o ra ted  w ith  them in  
a common c u l tu ra l  l i f e .  (p . 735)

In th e  W ebster’s E nglish  D ic tionary  (1968), a s s im ila tio n  i s  

defined  as:
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S o c io c u ltu ra l fu s io n  wherein in d iv id u a ls  and groups o f 
d if f e r in g  e th n ic  h e r i ta g e  acq u ire  th e  b a s ic  h a b i ts ,  a t t i tu d e s ,  
and mode o f l i f e  o f  an embracing n a tio n a l c u l tu r e ,  (p . 132)

In  C o le 's  view (1962), "a ss im ila tio n  i s  th e  p rocess by which 

in d iv id u a ls , groups, o r  o th e r  so c ia l systems a re  merged in to  homo­

geneous u n its "  ( p .  203). Theodorson and Theodorson (1969) a lso  

e n te r ta in e d  th e  same view . While th e  phase "merged in to  homogeneous 

u n i ts "  i s  p re fe r re d  by th e  p re sen t re se a rc h e r , i t  does n o t sp ec ify  

w hether a s s im ila tio n  i s  e s s e n t ia l ly  a one-way p rocess  o r a  two-way 

r e la t io n s h ip .  In  t h i s  connection , Simons(1901) and Vander Zanden 

(1963) d is tin g u ish e d  a dual ch a rac te r o f a s s im ila tio n ; u n i la te r a l  

and re c ip ro c a l.  U n ila te ra l  a ss im ila tio n  i s  v i r t u a l ly  a one-way 

p ro cess  whereby th e  m in o rity  groups a re  merged in to  a h o s t so c ie ty . 

The l a t t e r  in v o lv es  a p ro cess  whereby both th e  m a jo rity  and the  

m in o rity  groups a re  changed in  such a manner th a t  a  genuine th i r d  

c u l tu re  i s  developed. Parsons (1936) suggested th a t  a c c u ltu ra tio n  

i s  a one-way p rocess w h ile  a s s im ila tio n  i s  a  two-way p ro cess .

Many s o c io lo g is ts  such as Park and Burgess (1921), Duncan 

(1929), Broom and K itsuse  (1955), Eaton (1952), Woolston (1945), 

and Gordon (1964) c o n s is te n tly  imply th a t  a s s im ila tio n  i s  a  one-way 

d ire c t io n a l  p ro cess .

Gordon's book, A ssim ila tio n  in  American L if e , i s  considered  by 

many to  be one o f  th e  most comprehensive sta tem en ts  on a s s im ila tio n  

in  American l i f e .  Gordon recognized th e  a s s im ila tio n  process a s  a 

m a tte r  o f degree , and he conceptualized  seven types o f a s s im ila tiv e  

p ro c e sse s . As a  m ino rity  group, new immigrants become com pletely 

a s s im ila te d  in to  a  h o s t s o c ie ty  when they  have gone through the
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fo llo w in g  p rocesses:

1 . C u ltu ra l o r b eh av io ra l a s s im ila tio n : change o f c u l tu ra l

p a t te rn s  (in c lu d in g  language, r e l ig io u s  b e l ie f ,  a r t ,  d re ss in g  p a t te rn ,  

food h a b i ts ,  and many o th e r manners) to  th o se  o f th e  h o s t so c ie ty .

2 . S tru c tu ra l  a s s im ila t io n : membership in  th e  h o s t so c ie ty

( in c lu d in g  en tran ce  in to  c lu b s , c liq u e s , occupational s tru c tu r e ,  

p o l i t i c a l  o rg a n iz a tio n s , and any o th e r s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ) .

3 . M arita l a s s im ila tio n : la rg e -s c a le  in te rm arriag e  and in t e r ­

b red  f u l ly  w ith  members o f th e  h o s t groups.

4 . I d e n t i f ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n : th e  lo s s  o f a  sense o f 

peoplehood and th e  development o f a  new sense  of th e  e th n ic  id e n t i ty  

based on th e  h o s t so c ie ty .

5 . A tti tu d e  re c e p tio n a l a s s im ila tio n : th e  ero sio n  of p re ­

ju d ic e .

6 . Behavior re c e p tio n a l a s s im ila tio n : th e  e ro sio n  o f d i s c r i ­

m inatory  behav io r.

7. C iv ic  a s s im ila tio n : th e  erosion  o f power c o n f l ic ts  and

v a lu es  between th e  m inority  group and th e  h o s t group.

By applying th e  f i r s t  fo u r  o f Gordon's a s s im ila tio n  processes 

summarized above, th e  p re se n t re sea rch e r a ttem pts to  in v e s t ig a te  the  

e x te n t to  which Korean c o lle g e  s tu d en ts  a re  accep tin g  o r r e s i s t in g  

becoming a ss im ila te d  in to  th e  American way of l i f e .

Overview

T his th e s is  c o n s is ts  o f f iv e  ch a p te rs . C hapter I  p re se n ts  th e

re se a rc h  problem, purpose o f th e  study w ith  th e  hypotheses, and th e
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d e f in i t io n  of a s s im ila t io n . C hapter I I  p re sen ts  a b r ie f  summary of 

Korean im m igrants and a review  of th e  r e la te d  l i t e r a t u r e .  Chapter 

I I I  d esc rib e s  th e  re sea rc h  design  and methodology. Chapter IV 

p re se n ts  an a n a ly s is  o f th e  d a ta  as they  r e l a t e  to  t e s t in g  o f th e  

hypo theses. C hapter V c o n s is ts  of conclu sio n s , l im ita t io n s ,  and 

recommendations fo r  th e  f u tu r e .
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CHAPTER I I

REVIEW OP RELATED LITERATURE 

In tro d u c tio n

This ch ap te r c o n s is ts  o f  two p a r ts :  F i r s t ,  a  b r ie f  summary o f

th e  Korean im m igrants in  th e  United S ta te s  i s  d iscussed . Secondly, 

a  review  of r e la te d  l i t e r a t u r e  regard ing  the  a ss im ila tio n  p rocess  o f 

th e  Korean people i s  p re sen ted .

Korean Immigrants

Although th e  im m igration of Koreans to  th e  United S ta te s ,  

e s p e c ia lly  to  Hawaii, began in  1903 (Kim, 1934; Kim, 1971; P a tte rso n , 

1977), th e  number o f im m igrants was n o t s ig n i f ic a n t  u n t i l  1958, w ith 

th e  exception of th e  fo llow ing  th re e  y ea rs : 1 ,133 Koreans in  1903;

3,434 in  1904; and 2,659 in  1905 (Melendy, 1977). In  1958, 1,604 

Korean im m igrants were adm itted  in to  th e  U nited S ta te s  (U.S. Commi­

s s io n e r  o f Imm igration and N a tu ra liz a tio n  S e rv ic e , 1958). However, 

th e  numbers v a r ie d  from y ea r to  year u n t i l  1965. By 1965 th e  number 

had r is e n  to  2,165 (Kim, 1974; Melendy, 1977). From th a t  ca lendar 

y e a r , th e  number o f  Korean immigrants in c reased  each year (Kim, 1974; 

Melendy, 1977). This in c re a se  could be a  r e s u l t  o f th e  changes in  

U .S. im m igration law of 1965. Today, Koreans c o n s ti tu te  one o f the  

most ra p id ly  in c rea s in g  A sian immigrant groups in  th i s  country  (Hurh, 

1977) . Yu (1977) p re d ic te d  th a t  th e i r  number in  th i s  country  would

■ 9  '
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reach  th e  h a lf -m ill io n  mark by 1980, and the population  had a lready  

to ta le d  550,000 by th a t  tim e (The Korea Times Chicago, 19801

With an in c rea se  of a d u lt  Korean im m igrants, th e  younger genera­

t io n  i s  a lso  expected to  in c re a se  in  number. Some o f  t h i s  younger 

g e n e ra tio n , o f co u rse , were born in  t h i s  country , b u t th e  m ajo rity  

o f them were brought h ere  by th e i r  p a re n ts .  I t  i s  a  well-known f a c t  

th a t  th e  average age o f Korean im m igrants among A sian immigrants i s  

very  young (Hurh, 1977) . A re c e n t study of Korean immigrants in  th e  

Chicago a rea  found th a t  76 p e rcen t o f male respondents and 72 p ercen t 

o f fem ale respondents were in  th e  21 -  40 age category  (Hurh, Kim, & 

Kim, 1978). According to  th e  U.S. Commissioner o f Imm igration and 

N a tu ra liz a tio n  S erv ice  (1970 -  1971, 1973 -  1974, 1976 -  1977), in 

p a r t ic u la r ,  th e  percen tage of young dependents among Korean immi­

g ra n ts  i s  in c rea s in g  every y e a r . For example, 31,19 p ercen t in  1970 -  

1971, 40.85 p e rcen t in  1973 -  1974 and 42.56 p e rcen t in  1976 -  1977 

were rep o rted  to  be in  th e  age category  o f zero to  n ine teen  years 

(U.S. Commissioner o f Imm igration and N a tu ra liz a tio n  S erv ice , 1970 -  

1971, 1973 -  1974, 1976 -  1977).

K oreans, before coming to  th e  U nited  S ta te s ,  had very  s trong  

ed u ca tio n a l and occupational a s p ir a t io n s .  They a re  th e  most h igh ly  

educated among th e  Asian im m igrants, w ith  a h igh  percentage of 

p ro fe s s io n a l,  te c h n ic a l ,  and m anagerial workers rep o rted  among them 

(Hurh, 1977; Ryu, 1977; Yu, 1977). They u su a lly  work hard to  promote 

a b e t te r  s tan d ard  of l iv in g  as w ell as  to  enhance th e  educational 

o p p o rtu n itie s  o f th e i r  c h ild re n . Regarding th e  l a t t e r ,  p a re n ts  

encourage th e i r  ch ild ren  to  achieve a h igh le v e l  of education .
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However, th e  younger genera tion  may no t always share t h e i r  parents* 

t r a d i t io n a l  norms, v a lu e s , and sen tim ents (Antonovsky, 1956; Park,

1928; S to n e q u is t, 1935). This i s  e sp e c ia lly  tru e  i f  they  have become 

more a s s im ila te d  in to  American s o c ie ty  than th e i r  p a ren ts  due to  th e  

f a c t  th a t  they  a re  educated  in  th e  American in s t i tu t io n s  and 

in flu en ced  by th e i r  American p eers  (H ubler, 1978).

I t  may be argued th a t ,  n o t u n lik e  v a rio u s  o th er new immigrants 

to  American so c ie ty , Korean c o lle g e  s tu d en ts  a re  fo rced  by circum­

s tan ces  to  be a s s im ila te d  in to  th e  h o s t c u l tu re .  Those w ith  h igher 

educational experience who have been exposed to  Western thought and 

Western c u l tu re  a re  more re a d ily  a ss im ila te d  than those  w ith  more 

lim ite d  ed u ca tio n a l a tta in m en t (De F leu r & Cho, 1957).

A lso, n o t u n lik e  t h e i r  e a r l i e r  immigrant c o u n te rp a rts , Korean 

c o lleg e  s tu d e n ts  may experience v ario u s  forms of group c o n f l ic t  

e sp e c ia lly  when th e  dominant s o c ia l  group t r i e s  to  p lace  them in  a 

subord inate  p o s itio n  (Maykovich, 1972), Such an experience could be 

a source o f s o c ia l  m a rg in a lity  (Maykovich, 1972). Even i f  they  are  

born in  th e  U nited S ta te s ,  n o t only  may they be tr e a te d  as a s tran g er 

by th e  h o s t group, b u t they  a lso  may be excluded from f u l l  p a r t i c i ­

pa tion  in  th e  v a rio u s  i n s t i tu t io n s  o f th e  American so c ie ty , based on 

th e i r  group membership (Maykovich, 1972) . Thus, they a re  n o t fu l ly  

accepted .

A ssim ila tio n  Process o f 
th e  Korean Immigrants

Kim (1974) p resen ted  a  demographic survey of the  em igration of
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Koreans to  th e  U nited S ta te s  from 1901 to  1971. According t o  h is  

a n a ly s is ,  th e  number o f Korean immigrants has in c reased  s in ce  1959, 

From 1959 to  1971, th e  m a jo rity  of Korean immigrants were housewives 

and c h ild re n . Kim a lso  po in ted  ou t th a t  fo re ig n -b o rn  and native-bo rn  

Koreans between fo u r and n in e teen  years o f age made up 37 p e rce n t of 

th e  Korean immigrants who were re g is te re d  in  th e  1970 census r e p o r t .  

Kim found th a t  Koreans were d ec is iv e ly  more su ccessfu l in  acq u irin g  

U .S. c i t iz e n s h ip  than any o th e r  Asian im m igrants. Moreover, w hile 

Koreans tend  to  spread  o u t a l l  over th e  n a tio n , th ey  a re  u su a lly  con­

c e n tra te d  in  th e  urban a rea  o f in d u s tr ia l iz e d  s t a t e s .

Chang (1977) d iscussed  communication as a c r u c ia l  fa c to r  in  de­

term in ing  both th e  p rocess and product o f a c c u ltu ra tio n . Chang found 

th a t  when Koreans begin to  evalua te  r e a l i t y  according to  more in d iv i­

d u a l i s t ic  v a lu e s , they  a re  l ik e ly  to  become more h ig h ly  accu ltu ra ted  

to  American c u ltu re .

Yu (1977) measured th e  Korean c h i ld re n 's  p e rso n a lity  adjustm ent 

and noted th a t  th e  degree o f  a c c u ltu ra tio n  i s  d i r e c t ly  re la te d  to  the 

a tta inm en t le v e l o f ed u ca tio n , and a lso  to  th e i r  p a r e n t 's  so c io -  

econom ic-sta tus. In ano ther study, Yu (1977) found th a t  a s s im ila tio n  

i s  s tro n g ly  r e la te d  to  le n g th  of s tay  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s  and 

p re se n t occupation . W ithout q u estio n , English p ro fic ie n c y  i s  r e la te d  

most s ig n i f ic a n t ly  to  a s s im ila tio n  p ro cess .

Cha (1975), u sing  G ordon's f i r s t  f iv e  types o f a s s im ila tio n , 

in v e s tig a te d  th e  re la t io n s h ip s  between th e  years o f education com­

p le te d  in  th i s  co u n try , income, and th e  degree o f a s s im ila tio n .

In  t h a t  study , he found th a t  c u l tu ra l  a s s im ila tio n  had begun to  take
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p la c e  among Korean im m igrants in  th e  Los Angeles a r e a • The fo u r 

o th e r  a s s im ila tio n  p ro cesses , however, had n o t taken p lac e .

The p a t te rn s  o f a c c u ltu ra tio n  of re c e n tly  a r r iv e d  Korean m iddle- 

c la s s  suburban fa m ilie s  were examined by Hubler (1978). Schools, 

p la c e s  o f  employment, and th e  immigrant*s expression  of v a lu es  were 

considered  as instrum en ts  o f a c c u ltu ra tio n . A nalysis  rev ea led  th a t  

th e  mean a c c u ltu ra tio n  sco res  fo r  younger s tu d en ts  were h ig h er than 

th e  mean score fo r  a d u l t s .  I n te re s t in g ly ,  male a c c u ltu ra t io n ' scores 

were n o t as h igh  a s  those  o f th e  fem ales. This study  a lso  confirm ed 

th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  len g th  o f  tim e spen t in  th e  U nited S ta te s  i s  an 

im portan t f a c to r  v/ith re s p e c t to  r a te  o f  a s s im ila tio n . I t  revealed  

th a t  th e  Korean s tu d en ts  in  sen io r high school had lim ite d  s o c ia l  

experiences w ith  American c lassm ates .

In  ano ther study of a s s im ila tio n  o f  th e  Korean m inority  in  th is  

coun try , Hurh (1977) found th a t  th e  re c e n t Korean immigrants a re  a s s i­

m ila ted  in to  American c u ltu re  f a s te r  than o th e r A sian co u n te rp a rts . 

According to  th e  s tudy , th e  Korean immigrants a re  sm all in  number, 

geog raph ically  d isp e rsed , h ig h ly  educated, and m ostly C h r is tia n iz e d .

Hurh e t  a l ,  (1978) surveyed Korean immigrants in  th e  Chicago 

a re a .  They concluded th a t  s o c ia l  a s s im ila tio n  i s  dependent upon 

c u l tu r a l  a s s im ila tio n  b u t, n o t v ice  v e rsa . They a ls o  concluded th a t  

Korean im m igrants w ith  h igh  socio-econom ic-status achieve a h igher 

degree o f  c u l tu ra l  a s s im ila tio n  than people w ith  low socio-econom ic- 

s ta tu s .  In  a d d it io n , they  found th a t  th e re  i s  a d i r e c t  re la t io n s h ip s  

between th e  len g th  o f s ta y  in  th e  U nited S ta te s  and th e  degree of 

c u l tu r a l  and s o c ia l  a s s im ila tio n .
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F in a l ly ,  in  review ing th e  above l i t e r a t u r e s  on Korean immig­

r a n ts  in  th e  U nited S ta te s ,  the  p re se n t re sea rc h e r  was encouraged 

to  i n i t i a t e  an em pirica l study of Korean c o lle g e  s tuden ts  s in c e  very 

l i t t l e  a t te n t io n  has been given to  t h i s  ca teg o ry .
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CHAPTER I I I

RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY 

In tro d u c tio n

T his ch ap te r c o n s is ts  o f seven major s e c tio n s : p r e te s t ,  th e

sam pling procedure fo r  th e  re se a rc h , re sea rch  in stru m en ta tio n , the 

re se a rc h  v a r ia b le s ,  p ro cess in g  th e  d a ta , the s t a t i s t i c a l  techn iques, 

and hypo theses. In  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h i s  c h a p te r , th e  p r e te s t  w il l  

be d iscu ssed  in c lu d in g  th e  p r e te s t  population  and sample, c h a ra c te r i­

s t i c s  o f th a t  sample, and p r e te s t  in stru m en ta tio n . In  th e  second 

p a r t ,  th e  re sea rch  methodology employed w il l  be covered inc lud ing  th e  

sampling procedure, in s tru m e n ta tio n , v a r ia b le s ,  p rocessing  th e  d a ta , 

s t a t i s t i c a l  tech n iq u es , and re sea rch  hypotheses.

P re te s t

The o b je c tiv e s  o f th e  p r e te s t  were to  t e s t  th e  v a l id i ty  and 

r e l i a b i l i t y  o f th e  re se a rc h  in stru m en t. The in d iv id u a l item s in  th e  

q u e s tio n n a ire  were te s te d  fo r  c l a r i ty  and accuracy because th e  re f in e ­

ment o f words would be a  s in e  qua non.

P r e te s t  Population  and Sample

For th e  p r e te s t ,  th e  p re sen t re sea rch e r  was allow ed to  u se  th e  

l i s t  o f Korean s tu d en t names, ad d resses, and te lephone numbers issued  

by W estern Michigan U n iv e rs i ty 's  r e g is t r a t io n  o f f ic e .  Although th e

15
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p re se n t re se a rc h e r  found 47 Koreans l i s t e d ,  th e  re sea rch e r was n o t 

a b le  to  c o n ta c t a l l  o f  them. Thus, only 30 persons were a v a ila b le  to  

in te rv iew  during  th e  p re te s t ,  phase o f  th e  s tu d y . Four s tu d en ts  d id  

n o t want to  be in te rv iew ed , and th re e  d id  n o t show up a t  th e  tim e 

appo in ted . The re se a rc h e r  d id  not t r y  to  co n tac t them a second tim e. 

T herefo re , 23 K oreans, fo u rtee n  males and n in e  fem ales, who were 

s tu d e n ts  o f W estern Michigan U n iv e rs ity  were in terv iew ed by th e  

p re se n t re sea rc h e r  befo re  carry ing  o u t th e  main research  a t  th e  

U n iv e rs ity  of M ichigan, Ann Arbor, M ichigan.

Those who were to  be in terv iew ed  were se le c te d  in  mid-November,

1980. Time and d a te  were arranged by phone. Before th e  in terv iew s 

were conducted, su b je c ts  were given some b r ie f  inform ation regard ing  

th e  p re sen t re se a rc h . Seventeen in te rv iew s were conducted on campus 

a t  th e  beginning o f December, and s ix  in te rv iew s were completed in  

th e  su b je c t’s homes j u s t  a f t e r  December 25, 1980.

Korean was spoken during  th e  in te rv iew s w ith  f i f t e e n  s tu d en ts .

E ig h t s tu d en ts  d id  n o t speak Korean because fo u r o f them were born 

in  t h i s  country  and fo u r o f them were brought here a t  an ea rly  age.

C h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f In te rv iew ees

T hirteen  p e rcen t (3) of th e  respondents rep o rted  th a t  they  had 

been in  th i s  country  fo r  one year o r  l e s s .  More than o n e -th ird  (9) 

o f them rep o rted  th a t  they  had been in  t h i s  country two to  four 

y e a rs . However, another o n e -th ird  (7) rep o rted  being here  fo r 

e leven years  o r  more. E ig h ty -th ree  p e rcen t (19) of th e  s tu d en ts  sa id  

t h a t  they  were born in  Korea.
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Tw o-thirds (15) o f th e  s tu d en ts  were s in g le ,  and one female was 

d ivorced  from a w hite  American. The r e s t  o f them were m arried .

F o rty -fo u r p e rcen t (10) o f  th e  s tu d en ts  l i s t e d  t h e i r  f a th e r 's  occupa­

t io n  as  p ro fe s s io n a ls ,  se m i-p ro fe ss io n a ls , p ro p r ie to r s ,  o r managers.'*' 

E igh t p ercen t (2) o f t h e i r  mothers f e l l  in  th e  same category  of occu­

p a tio n . F o rty -fo u r  p e rc e n t (10) o f th e i r  f a th e r s  and twenty-two 

p e rcen t (5) o f th e i r  m others had rece iv ed  fo u r y ea rs  o f co lleg e  

education o r  m ore. S ix ty -o n e  p e rcen t (14) o f th e  t o t a l  respondents 

re p o rted  t h e i r  p a re n ts ' incomes a t  $16,001 -  $32,000 o r more.

Moreover, s ix ty -o n e  p e rc e n t (14) o f th e  s tu d e n ts  s a id  th a t  they were 

f in a n c ia l ly  supported  by t h e i r  p a re n ts .

P r e te s t  In stru m en ta tio n

The p r e t e s t  q u es tio n n a ire  was w r itte n  in  E n g lish . While th e  

q u e s tio n n a ire  was mainly developed by th e  p re se n t re se a rc h e r , some of 

th e  item s, however, were adopted and re v ise d  by th e  re sea rc h e r .

The in te rv iew s ranged from 20 to  40 m inutes in  len g th . At the 

tim e of th e  in te rv ie w , th e  q u es tio n n a ire , co n ta in in g  a t o t a l  of 54 

item s, w ith  a f iv e -p o in t  s c a le  in  most c a se s , was adm in istered . (See 

P r e te s t  Q u estio n n a ire , Appendix A.) There were seven open-ended que­

s t io n s  (#10, 13, 16, 19, 21, 35, and 50) which were used to  e l i c i t  

answers about th e  p e rso n 's  occupation . T h irteen  item s (#12, 13, 14,

"^Occupational r a t in g s  a re  based on Robert W. Hodge, Paul M.
S ie g e l, and P e te r  H. R o ss i. Occupational p r e s t ig e  in  the  U nited 
S ta te s :  1925-1963. in  R ichard Bendix & Seymour M artin L ip se t (E d s.) ,
C la s s , s ta tu s  and power. New York: Free P re ss , 1966, 322-426.
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15, 16, 17, 25, 39, 41 , 43, 46, 47, and 51) had to  be e lim inated  ■ 

because th e  in te rv iew ees  d id  no t tinder s tan d  and/or were embarrassed 

by them. (See P r e te s t  and Research Q u estio n n a ires , Appendix A.)

For th e  purposes o f . th i s  s tudy , th e  p r e te s t  was a very u se fu l . 

e x e rc ise  in  th e  sense th a t  refinem ents were made w ith  re sp e c t to  th e  

re se a rc h  in s tru m en ts . A major problem w ith  th e  o r ig in a l  instrum ent 

was word cho ice . The p r e te s t  helped to  id e n tify  and c la r i fy  problems 

in  t h i s  reg ard .

The Sampling Procedure fo r  th e  R esearch

The number o f  Korean co lleg e  s tu d e n ts  e n ro lle d  during th e  F a ll 

Term o f  1980 a t  th e  O nversity  of Michigan was estim ated  to  be 214.

T h is enrollm ent o f  Korean s tu d en ts  was th e  la r g e s t  o f  any u n iv e rs ity  

in  th e  s ta te  o f M ichigan. The l i s t  of th e  s tu d e n t’ s names, telephone 

numbers, a d d re sses , sex , and major curriculum s was supplemented by 

th e  Korean S tu d en ts  A ssocia tion  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Michigan (Korean 

S tu d en ts  A sso c ia tio n , 1980). Since 49 s tu d e n ts  d id  no t prov ide th e ir  

c o r re c t  addresses o r th e  English s p e ll in g  of th e i r  names in  th e  

d ire c to ry , 165 s tu d e n ts  ou t o f 214 were se le c te d  fo r  th e  re sea rch  

sample s iz e .

The re sea rch  q u e s tio n n a ire s , in c lu d in g  l e t t e r s  and business 

re p ly  m ail envelopes, were se n t by th i rd  c la s s  m ail on February 12,

1931, and 20 days were allow ed fo r  the  q u e s tio n n a ire s  to  be re tu rn ed  

by th e  responden ts . I t  was thought th a t  s ix teen  days would be 

s u f f ic ie n t  to  c o l le c t  th e  d es ired  d a ta . This f i r s t  s tra te g y  o f  data 

c o l le c t io n ,  however, was in e f fe c tiv e  because only  39 q u estio n n a ires
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had been re tu rn e d  by March 5 , 1981.

A fo llow -up  s tra te g y  was implemented by March 6 , 1981. A l e t t e r  

w r itte n  in  th e  Korean language was a lso  sen t to  th e  s tuden ts  s t r e s s ­

in g  th e  im portance o f th e  study and th e  dead line  (Henley, 1976j 

W alizer & W ienir, 1978). In  th e  Korean l e t t e r ,  i t  was emphasized 

th a t  th e  re se a rch  would be a tim e and money consuming ta sk  w ithout 

th e i r  s in c e re  coo p era tio n . This proved to  be a  very  e f fe c tiv e  s t r a ­

tegy  fo r  c o l le c t in g  d a ta . (See L e t te r s ,  Appendix A.)

On A p ril 10, 1981, th e  d a ta  c o l le c tio n  was te rm in ated . The 

fo llow -up  procedure took 35 days, s ix te e n  days longer than o r ig in a l ly  

p lanned. By t h i s  d a te , 69 q u e s tio n n a ire s  were added to  th e  39 which 

had been re tu rn e d  b efo re  th e  fo llow -up was conducted. T herefore , a 

t o t a l  o f 104 (63%) q u e s tio n n a ire s  had been c o lle c te d . Only one was 

re tu rn e d  because of in c o r re c t  ad d ress .

Although th e  s tr a te g ie s  of d a ta  c o l le c tio n  fo r  th e  two groups 

were n o t the  same, no s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n c e s  between th e  sample 

group (n=104) and p r e te s t  group (n=23) were found on im portant 

dim ensions. On A p ril 13, 1981, th e  two groups were combined f o r  a 

t o t a l  o f  127, and th e  s t a t i s t i c a l  ana ly ses  fo r  te s t in g  th e  fou r 

re sea rc h  hypotheses were ru n . The a c tu a l  sample s iz e ,  th e re fo re , i s  

127 in  t h i s  re se a rc h  (male: 77; fem ale :5 0 ).

Research Instrum en ta tion

A fte r  th e  p r e te s t  was com pleted ,. a s  mentioned e a r l i e r ,  th e  pre­

t e s t  q u e s tio n n a ire  was s l ig h t ly  re f in e d  by using  more ap p ro p ria te  

term inology and words. The re se a rch  q u es tio n n a ire  contained a  to t a l

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



o f 42 item s. (See Research Q uestio n n a ire , Appendix A.) 

about 15 m inutes to  com plete th e  m ail q u e s tio n n a ire .

The Research V ariab les

The major re sea rc h  v a r ia b le s  a re  in troduced  and o p e ra tio n a lly  

d e fin ed  as  fo llow s:

Sex

This i s  one of th e  demographic f a c to rs  which i s  commonly 

c o lle c te d  in  th e  resea rch  q u e s tio n n a ire s . In  t h i s  s tudy , however, i t  

i s  u t i l i z e d  as an independent v a r ia b le  to  t e s t  fo r  any d iffe ren ces  

t h a t  may e x is t  in  th e  degree of a s s im ila tio n  by sex . Male i s  expressed 

by 1 , and fem ale i s  expressed  by 2.

Age

Age i s  a lso  used as  an independent v a r ia b le  to  t e s t  fo r  any asso­

c ia t io n  between age and th e  degree of a s s im ila tio n . This was obtained 

by ask ing  th e  q u estio n : "What was your age on your l a s t  b irthday?"

V alues ranged from 5 to  1 ( th e  o ld e s t  age to  th e  youngest age) before  

i t  was recoded. The v a lu es were co llap sed  in to  th e  th re e -p o in t 

s c a le : Age 31 o r above rece iv ed  a  3, age 23 -  30 g o t a  2, and age 22

o r  under was assigned  a 1 .

Length of Residence in  th e  U nited  S ta te s

This i s  used as  an independent v a r ia b le  to  t e s t  the  a s so c ia tio n  

between th e  number o f y ears  Korean c o lle g e  s tu d en ts  have re s id e d  in

20
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t h i s  country and t h e i r  degree of a s s im ila t io n . T his one was obtained 

by asking th e  q u es tio n : "How long have you been in  th e  United S ta tes?"

Values ranged from 5 to  1 (h ig h e s t to  low est) before i t  was recoded.

The recoded sco res  ranged from 3 to  1 on a th re e -p o in t sca le : 8

y ea rs  o r more was h ig h , 5 - 7  years  was medium, and 4 y ea rs  o r le s s  

was low on le n g th  o f  re s id e n c e .

SES o f P aren ts

This f a c to r  i s  a lso  used as an independent v a r ia b le  to  t e s t  th e  

a s so c ia tio n  between th e  SES o f p a ren ts  and th e  degree o f  a ss im ila tio n  

in  an ex p lo ra to ry  fa sh io n . This v a r ia b le  was comprised of f iv e  

item s: f a th e r 's  occu p a tio n , m other's  occupation , f a t h e r 's  ed u ca ti­

onal background, m o th e r 's  educational background, and p a re n ts ’ 

income. P a re n t’s o ccu p a tio n s , th e  open-ended q u e s tio n s , were c la s s i ­

f ie d  in to  s ix  c a te g o r ie s : (a) P ro fe s s io n a ls  and S em i-P rofessional;

(b) Managers and P ro p r ie to rs ;  (c) O ther W hite-C ollar Workers;

(d) B lue-C ollar Workers: s k i l le d ;  (e) B lue-C ollar Workers: semi­

s k i l le d  and u n s k il le d ;  ( f)  Other ( r e t i r e d ,  unemployed, housewife, 

deceased , e tc .)  (Hodge, S ie g e l, & L ip s e t ,  1966). These were measured 

on a continuum rang ing  from high to  low. Scores were added and 

averaged to  o b ta in  a com posite sco re .

A th re e -p o in t s c a le  was u t i l i z e d  a s  a f in a l  s c a le .  C utting 

p o in ts  ranged from 6 to  4 (h ig h ) , 3.9 to  2.6 (medium), and 2.5 to  1 

( low SES o f  p a r e n ts ) .
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C u ltu ra l A ssim ila tio n

C u ltu ra l  a s s im ila tio n  i s  one o f Gordon's seven types of assim i-
t

l a t io n  (Gordon, 1964). I t  was o p e ra tio n a lly  d e fin ed  by th e  composite 

score o f e ig h t  item s: E ng lish  speaking in  home, English  p ro fic ien cy

in  speaking , E nglish  p ro fic ien cy  in  w r itin g , E ng lish  p ro fic ien cy  in 

read in g , language p re fe re n c e , food p re fe re n c e , frequency o f cooking 

American food , and a t t i t u d e  toward th e  A n g lic iz in g  o f Korean names. 

Each item  was measured u s in g  a f iv e -p o in t  s c a le .  Values ranged from 

5 to  1 (h ig h e s t to  lo w e s t) . A fte r th e  sco res  were added and averaged 

to  y ie ld  a  com posite sco re , th e  sco res were c o llap se d  in to  a th re e -  

p o in t s c a le .  C u ttin g  p o in ts  were evenly fix ed  w ith  th e  high score: 

rang ing  from 5 to  3 .6 , medium 3.5 to  2 .6 , and low 2.5 to  1 .

S tru c tu ra l  A ssim ila tio n

T his f a c to r  i s  a lso  one o f Gordon's seven ty p es  o f a s s im ila tio n . 

I t  was o p e ra tio n a lly  defined  by th e  com posite sco re  o f n ine  item s: 

number of American v o lu n ta ry  a s so c ia tio n  p a r t ic ip a te d  in ,  frequency 

of a tten d an ce  to  th e  a s so c ia tio n s , a c t iv i ty  o r  p o s itio n  in  th e  asso­

c ia t io n s ,  a t t i tu d e  toward holding membership in  American so c ia l orga­

n iz a t io n s ,  number o f  c lo se  American f r ie n d s ,  people  w ith  whom one 

would d isc u ss  personal problem s, ho liday  c e le b ra tio n , number o f 

in v i ta t io n s  rece iv ed  from Americans, and number o f  in v ita t io n s  exte­

nded by resp o n d en ts . The p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  v o lu n ta ry  a sso c ia tio n s  was 

analyzed in  term s o f (1) th e  number o f American o rg a n iza tio n s ,

(2) th e  frequency o f a ttendance in  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n s , and
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(3) th e  a c t iv i ty  o r  p o s it io n  in  th e  o rg an iz a tio n s . The f i r s t  one 

was ca teg o rized  a s  fo llow s: (a) None; (b) 1; (c) 2; (d) 3;

(e) 4 o r  more (C u tle r , 1973). The second one was follow ed w ith :

(a) Never; (b) A couple o f tim es a y e a r ; (c) Once a month o r  le s s ;

(d) About once a week; (e) More than once a  week. The l a t t e r  one:

(a) Very p assiv e  p a r t ic ip a n t ;  (b) Somewhat below average a c t iv e  

p a r t ic ip a n t ;  (c) Vocal p a r t ic ip a n t ;  (d) Committee membership o th e r 

th an  cha irperson ; (e) O f f i c i a l .  Each item  was measured using  a  f iv e -  

p o in t  s c a le .  Values ranged from 5 to  1 (h ig h e s t to  lo w es t) .

A f te r  th e  sco res were added and then averaged to  y ie ld  a  composite 

s c o re , th e  sco res  were co lla p se d  in to  a th re e -p o in t s c a le . C u ttin g  

p o in ts  were evenly f ix e d  w ith  th e  high sco re  rang ing  from 5 to  3 .6 ,

medium 3.5 to  2 .6 , and low 2.5 to  1 .

M a rita l  A ssim ila tion

T his f a c to r ,  ag a in , i s  one of Gordon’s seven types o f a s s im ila ­

t i o n .  I t  was o p e ra tio n a lly  defined  by th e  composite score o f four 

item s: d a tin g  p a t te rn ,  a t t i t u d e  toward p a re n ta l in flu en ce  on mixed-

d a tin g  p a t te rn ,  a t t i t u d e  toward chosing w hite  American as a m arriage 

p a r tn e r ,  and a t t i tu d e  toward in d iv id u a l freedom of in te rm arria g e .

Each item  was measured u s in g  a  f iv e -p o in t  s c a le . Values ranged from 

5 to  1 (h ig h e s t to  lo w e s t) . A fte r the  sco res  were added and then  

averaged to  y ie ld  a com posite sco re , th e  sco res were co llap sed  in to  

a th re e -p o in t  s c a le .  G u ttin g  p o in ts  were evenly f ix e d  w ith th e  high

sco re  rang ing  from 5 to  3 .6 , medium 3.5 to  2 .6 , and low 2.5 to  1.
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Identificational Assimilation

I d e n t i f ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n  i s  a ls o  one of Gordon’s seven 

types o f a s s im ila t io n . I t  was a lso  o p e ra tio n a lly  d e fin ed  by th e  

composite sco re  o f th re e  item s; f e e l in g  of being K orean, sense of 

group membership, and id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  p re fe ren ce . One item (sense 

o f group membership) employed a s ix -p o in t  s c a le , and th e  o th e rs  

employed a f iv e -p o in t  s c a le .  A fte r  the  sco res  were added and then 

averaged to  y ie ld  a  com posite sco re , th e  sco res were co llapsed  in to  

th re e -p o in t s c a le .  C u ttin g  p o in ts  were evenly f ix e d  w ith  th e  high 

sco re  ranging from 6 to  3 ,6 , medium 3.5 to  2 ;6 , and low 2,5 to  1 .

P rocessing  th e  Data

Some s e n s i t iv e  item s were n o t answered by th e  responden ts , so 

th a t  th e  item s which were t r e a te d  a s  m issing values were included in  

th e  ta b le s  bu t excluded from the c a lc u la tio n  of s t a t i s t i c s  (N ie, 

H u ll, Jen k in s , S te in b ren n e r, & B ent, 1970).

A fte r each index of a s s im ila tio n , spaces fo r any comments, 

c r i t ic is m s ,  and su ggestions had been p repared  in  th e  re sea rch  form. 

Some comments by respondents were very u s e fu l fo r th e  coding process

The d a ta  were i n i t i a l l y  coded onto m ark -sense-sheets and then 

s to re d  on d isk  a t  th e  W estern Michigan U n iv e rs ity ’s Computer C en ter. 

The S t a t i s t i c a l  Package fo r  the S o c ia l S ciences Computer Program 

(SPSS) was u t i l i z e d .
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The S t a t i s t i c a l  Techniques

The hypotheses in  C hapter I  have c a lle d  fo r  an in v e s tig a tio n  o f 

any a sso c ia tio n  e x is t in g  between th e  independent v a r ia b le s  and the  

degree o f each a s s im ila t io n . The in v e s tig a tio n  of any d iffe re n c es  

in  degree of each type o f a s s im ila tio n  by sex i s  a ls o  req u ired  in  

t h i s  s tudy .

For th e  a n a ly s is  o f o rd in a l le v e l d a ta , a  C hi-square t e s t  w il l  

be u t i l i z e d  w ith  th e  degrees of freedom a t  th e  ,05 le v e l  o f  s ig n i f i ­

cance. Thus, th e  p robable  t e n a b i l i ty  o f th e  n u ll  hypo thesis  w i l l  be 

examined.

A Gamma s t a t i s t i c  w i l l  be a lso  c a lc u la te d  in  o rd e r to  determ ine 

th e  s tren g th  and n a tu re  o f  th e  a s so c ia tio n . The .05 le v e l  of s ig n i­

f ic a n c e , o f co u rse , w il l  be m aintained in  th e  d iscu ss io n  o f th e  

o n e - ta i le d  t e s t .  The computed value  of th e  p e r fe c t  p o s it iv e  a sso c i­

a t io n  i s  +1.00 and th e  computed value of th e  p e r fe c t  negative  

a s so c ia tio n  i s  -1 .0 0 . I f  th e re  i s  no re la t io n s h ip  between th e  two 

v a r ia b le s ,  th e  a s so c ia tio n  i s  0 .

The percen tage ta b le  a n a ly s is  w il l  be d iscussed  in  a  simple way 

f o r  looking a t  d if fe re n c e s  between c e l l s .

F in a l ly ,  path  a n a ly s is  w il l  be u t i l i z e d  fo r  examining values on 

each one o f  th e  a s s im ila tio n  s e r ie s .  In  o th e r  words, by computing 

th e  path  a n a ly s is ,  cau sa l re la tio n s h ip s  among each type o f  assim ila ­

t io n  w il l  be examined.

Hypotheses

The fo llow ings a re  th e  major re sea rch  hypotheses o f th i s  study .
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In  t e s t in g  th e  re sea rch  hypotheses, th e  n u l l  form of th e  hypotheses 

w i l l  be decided w ith fo u r types of a s s im ila tio n : c u l tu ra l ,  s tru c ­

t u r a l ,  m a r ita l ,  and id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n .

H ypothesis 1 : There i s  a d i r e c t  r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  len g th

o f re s id en ce  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s  and th e  degree o f a ss im ila tio n

among Korean co lle g e  s tu d e n ts .

H ypothesis 2; There i s  a d i r e c t  r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  SES o f

p a re n ts  and th e  degree o f a s s im ila tio n  among Korean co lleg e  s tu d e n ts .

H ypothesis 3; The younger age groups a re  more highly  a ss im ila ­

te d  than th e  o ld e r  age groups.

H ypothesis 4 : The fem ales a re  more h ig h ly  ass im ila ted  than th e

m ales.
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CHAPTER IV

PRESENTATION OF THE FINDINGS 

In tro d u c tio n

This ch a p te r  p re se n ts  th e  r e s u l t s  o f th e  d a ta  analyses in  th re e  

se c tio n s : F i r s t ,  a d e s c r ip tiv e  overview on the  g en era l c h a ra c te r i­

s t i c s  o f th e  sample i s  shown. Secondly, an examination of th e  da ta  

a s  th ey  r e l a t e  to  th e  hypotheses i s  p re sen ted . F in a l ly ,  a b r ie f  

diagram o f p a th  a n a ly s is  fo r  te s t in g  cau sa l r e la tio n s h ip s  among four 

ty p es  o f a s s im ila tio n  i s  included  a t  th e  end of t h i s  ch ap te r.

G eneral C heir a c t  e r i s t i c s  o f th e  Sample

In  Table 1 , th e  v a r ia b le s  which a re  n o t te s te d  in  th i s  study 

a re  simply d isp lay ed  in  o rd e r to  c l a r i f y  an a t t r ib u te  o f the  sample. 

The c h a r a c te r is t i c s  o f th e  re sea rch  v a r ia b le s  a re  p resented  in  Table 

2 and Table 3.

P lace  o f B ir th

As shown in  Table 1 (se e  p . 2 9 ), th e  m a jo rity  o f th e  sample (96%) 

were born in  K orea, and on ly  a few of th e  sample (4%) were born in  

th e  U nited S ta te s .

M a rita l S ta tu s

Table 1 shows th a t  seventy p e rcen t of th e  sample a re  s in g le  and

27
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28% of th e  sample a re  m arried . Only two fem ale s tu d en ts  have been 

d iv o rced . (See p . 29.)

V isa S ta tu s

As in d ic a te d  in  Table 1 ( see p . 29), e igh ty -one percent o f  the 

respondents in  th e  sample a re  e i th e r  U .S. c i t iz e n  o r  permanent r e s i ­

d en ts  in  th i s  co u n try . N ineteen p e rcen t o f th e  sample f a l l  in  th e  

" s tu d e n t"  ca teg o ry .

Year o f Education in  th e  U nited S ta te s

Table 1 shows th a t  21% have rece iv ed  one year o r le s s  education 

in  t h i s  country ; 53% have rece iv ed  between two to  seven years o f 

education ; and 26% have a t ta in e d  e ig h t o r  more education in  t h i s  

co u n try . (See p . 29.)

Major C urriculum 2

According to  th e  major curriculum , Korean co lleg e  s tu d en ts  (77%) 

a re  h eav ily  co n cen tra ted  in  th e  areas o f  "b u sin ess , p ro fe s s io n a ls , 

n a tu ra l  sc ie n ces , ap p lied  sc ie n ces , eng ineering  and technology."

Only n in e  p e rcen t o f th e  s tu d en ts  l i s t e d  th e  "hu m an ities."  A n e g li­

g ib le  number o f s tu d en ts  e i th e r  l i s t e d  "education” o r " so c ia l 

sc ie n ces"  as t h e i r  major a re a , four and s ix  p e rc e n t, re sp e c tiv e ly .

The r e s t  o f them a re  undecided about t h e i r  major curriculum .

^Major curricu lum  r a t in g s  a re  based on The U n iv e rs ity  o f Michigan 
b u l le t in s :  1980-1982. Ann Arbor, MI: The U n iv e rs ity  o f  M ichigan,
1980,
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F in a n c ia l Source

As m an ifested  in  Table 1, 43% o f th e  sample depend upon t h e i r  

p a re n ts  f o r  f in a n c ia l  support. This percentage r e f l e c t s  th e  no tion  

th a t  the  Korean p a re n ts  have h igh  ex p ecta tio n s fo r  t h e i r  ch ild ren * s  

education and a re  w ill in g  to  f in a n c ia l ly  support i t .  Tw enty-six 

p e rcen t o f  th e  sample have earned sch o la rsh ip s , and 17% of them sa id  

th a t  they were e i th e r  " s e l f  o r spouse-supported ."  Only 10% o f th e  

sample have taken  advantage of th e  loan  system . Four p e rc en t o f 

them have a  g ra n t o r  support from o th e r  sources.

Table 1

Frequency and Percentage D is tr ib u tio n  of Respondents 
by P lace  o f  B ir th ,  M arita l S ta tu s ,  Visa S ta tu s ,

Year o f  Education in  U .S .,
M ajor Curriculum , and 

F in an c ia l Source

V ariab le  f  %

P lace  of B ir th

U.S.A. 5 4

Korea 122 96

T o ta ls  127 100

M arita l S ta tu s

S in g le  89 70

M arried 36 28

Divorced 2 2

T o ta ls  127 100
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Table 1 (Continued)

V ariab le  f  %

V isa S ta tu s

U.S. c i t i z e n  33 26

Permanent 70 55

S tuden t 24 19

T o ta ls  127 100

Year o f Education in  U .S .

1 o r l e s s  27 21

2 -  4 45 36

5 - 7  22 17

8 - 1 0  17 13

11 o r more 16 13

T o ta ls  127 100

Major Curriculum

Humanities 11 9

Education 5 4

S ocia l sc ien ces  8 6

B usiness and p ro fe s s io n a ls  42 33

N atu ra l sc ien ces , a p p lie d  sc ie n c e s , eng ineering ,
and technology 56 44

Undecided 5 4

T o ta ls  127 100
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Table 1 (Continued)

V ariab le f %

F in a n c ia l Source

P a re n t 's  support 54 43

S cholarsh ip 33 26

Loan 13 10

S e lf  o r  spouse-support 22 17

Other 5 4

T o ta ls 127 100

Sex

As mentioned e a r l i e r  in  Chapter I I I ,  th e  a c tu a l sample s iz e  fo r  

t h i s  study i s  a com bination o f two groups: th e  p r e te s t  group and

th e  main sample. T herefo re , a t o t a l  re se a rch  sample s iz e  i s  N=127. 

The sample c o n s is ts  o f  77 males and 50 fem ales. (See Table 2 on 

p .  32 .)

Age

The research  sample i s  n o t q u ite  young. The mean age o f th e  

sample i s  25 y e a rs . The median la y  in  th e  23 -  26 age group.

In  o rder to  t e s t  th e  h y p o th esis , a s  seen in  Table 2, th e  f iv e  c a te ­

g o rie s  were co llap sed  in to  th re e  groups: 22 o r under, 23 -  30, and

31 or above. Forty-tw o percen t o f  the sample sa id  t h a t  they  were

22 years  o ld  o r under. T h ir ty -n in e  percen t o f th e  sample f e l l  in  the

23 -  30 year ca teg o ry . The r e s t  o f  them were in  th e  31 y ea rs  o r above
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ca teg o ry .

Length o f Residence in  th e  U nited S ta te s

Concerning len g th  o f  re s id e n c e , th e  mean year i s  5 ,5  y e a rs .

The modal ca teg o ry , which comprised 28% o f th e  sample, was 2 - 4  

y e a rs . T h ir ty -fo u r  p e rc en t o f th e  sample s a id  th a t  they  had been in  

t h i s  country  e ig h t y ea rs  o r more. N ineteen p ercen t o f them f e l l  in to  

"5 -  7 y e a rs” ca teg o ry . The r e s t  o f  them f e l l  in to  ”4 o r le s s ” c a te ­

go ry . In  o rd er to  t e s t  th e  h y p o th esis , a s  seen in  Table 2, th e  f iv e  

c a te g o r ie s  were co llap se d  in to  th re e  groups o f low, medium, and h igh ,

SES o f  P aren ts

As shown in  Table 2 , 18% o f  th e  sample p laced  th e i r  p a ren ts  in  

th e  high SES ca teg o ry . Over h a l f  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  (53%) lo c a ted  th e i r  

p a re n ts  in  th e  medium SES ca teg o ry . The r e s t  o f th e  sample rep o rted  

t h e i r  p a re n ts  as being in  a low SES p o s it io n .

Table 2

Frequency and P ercen tage D is tr ib u tio n  o f Respondents 
by Sex, Age, Length of Residence in  U .S ., 

and SES of P aren ts

V ariab le f %

oex

Male 77 61

Female 50 39

T o ta ls 127 100

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



33
Table 2 (Continued)

V ariab le f *

Acre

Low (22 o r under) 54 42

Middle (23 -  30) 49 39

High (31 o r above) 24 19
—— “ ■■■■

T o ta ls 127 100

Length o f Residence in  U .S.

Low (4 or le s s ) 60 47

Medium ( 5 - 7 ) 24 19

High (8 o r more) 43 34
—

T o ta ls 127 100

SES of P aren ts

Low 37 29

Medium 67 . 53

High 23 18

T o ta ls 127 100

Four Types o f A ssim ila tio n

As d escrib ed  e a r l i e r  in  Chapter I I I ,  each one o f  th e  four types 

o f a s s im ila tio n  was rep re sen ted  by an average score  which was computed 

by adding the  v a rio u s  in d ic e s  o f a s s im ila tio n . Table 3 shows th e  f r e ­

quency and percen tage  d is tr ib u t io n  o f th e  Korean co lleg e  s tu d en ts  by
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th e  fo u r types o f a s s im ila tio n . For t e s t in g  purposes, th e se  fo u r 

ty p es  o f a s s im ila tio n  are  used as  dependent v a r ia b le s .

Table 3

Frequency and Percentage D is tr ib u tio n  o f Respondents 
by Four Types of A ssim ila tio n

Four types o f a s s im ila tio n  f  %

C u ltu ra l A ssim ila tio n

Low 15 12

Medium 68 53

High 44 35

T o ta ls  127 100

S tru c tu ra l  A ssim ila tio n

Low • 41 32

Medium 58 46

High 28 22

T o ta ls  127 100

M a rita l A ssim ila tion

Low 49 39

Medium 52 41

High 26 20

T o ta ls  127 100
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Table 3 (Continued)

Four ty p es  of a s s im ila tio n f %

I d e n t i f ic a t io n a l  A ssim ila tion

Low 47 37

Medium 66 52

High 14 11

T o ta ls 127 100

T estin g  th e  Hypotheses

The four Hypotheses (1-4) c a lle d  fo r  an in v e s tig a tio n  of th e  

r e la t io n s h ip s  o r  d if fe re n c e s  between th e  independent v a r ia b le s  ( le n g th  

of re sid en ce  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s ,  SES o f p a re n ts , age and sex) and 

fo u r  ty p es  of a s s im ila tio n  ( c u l tu r a l ,  s t r u c tu r a l ,  m a r ita l ,  and id e n t i ­

f ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila t io n ) .

H ypothesis 1 : There i s  a  d i r e c t  r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  len g th

o f resid en ce  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s  and th e  degree of a s s im ila tio n  

among Korean co lle g e  s tu d e n ts .

As in d ic a te d  in  Table 4 , th e  percen tage d is tr ib u tio n  re v e a ls  a 

d i r e c t  r e la t io n s h ip  between len g th  o f re s id en ce  and c u l tu ra l  assim i­

l a t io n .  S ince th e  c a lc u la te d  value  of Chi^ exceeds th e  c r i t i c a l  

va lue  o f 9.488 a t  th e  .05 le v e l ,  th e  n u l l  form of t h i s  hypo thesis  i s  

r e je c te d .  A Gamma sco re  o f  .66 shows th a t  th e  v a r ia b le s  have a  s tro n g  

p o s it iv e  a s so c ia tio n .

The Gamma t e s t  o f  s ig n if ic a n c e  was a ls o  c a lc u la ted  a t  th e  .05
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le v e l  and a o n e - ta ile d  t e s t .  S ince th e  c a lc u la te d  z score  (4 .41) 

f a l l s  w ith in  th e  c r i t i c a l  reg io n  (value  = 1 .6 4 ), th e  re je c t io n  o f th e  

n u l l  hypo thesis  i s  confirm ed. The em p irica l evidence, th e re fo re ,  

su p p o rts  th e  f i r s t  re se a rc h  hypo thesis  in  th e  sense th a t  those  Korean 

c o lle g e  s tu d en ts  who sh a re  a  le n g th ie r  s ta y  are  more a s s im ila te d  in to  

American c u ltu re  than th o se  w ith  fewer y ea rs  in  re s id e n c e  in  th e  

U nited  S ta te s ,

Table 4

C ro ss - ta b u la tio n  o f  C u ltu ra l A ssim ila tio n  
by Length of Residence in  the  

U nited  S ta te s

C u ltu ra l
a s s im ila tio n

Length of re s id en ce

Low Medium High

High 9a ( 15)b 6 (25) 29 (68)

Medium 40 (67) 15 (63) 13 (30)

Low 11 (18) 3 (12) 1 ( 2)

T o ta ls 60(100) 24(100) 43(100)

N ote. Chi2 = 32.778 df = 4

P <  .05

Gamma = ,66 z = 4 .41

aFrequency,

^Percentage.

According, to  Table 5 , th e  percentage d is t r ib u t io n  shows a d i r e c t  

r e la t io n s h ip  between le n g th  of resid en ce  and s t r u c tu r a l  a s s im ila tio n . 

S ince th e  c a lc u la te d  v a lu e  of Chi^ exceeds th e  c r i t i c a l  value o f
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9.488 a t  th e  .05 le v e l ,  th e  n u ll  form o f  t h i s  hypo thesis  i s  r e je c te d .

A Gamma score o f  .44 re v e a ls  th a t  th e  v a r ia b le s  have a m oderately 

s tro n g  p o s it iv e  a s so c ia tio n .

The Gamma t e s t  o f  s ig n if ic a n c e  was a lso  c a lc u la te d  a t  th e  .05 

le v e l  and a o n e - ta i le d  t e s t .  Since th e  c a lc u la te d  z sco re  (2.51) 

f a l l s  w ith in  th e  c r i t i c a l  reg ion  (value  = 1 .6 4 ), th e  re je c t io n  o f th e  

n u l l  hypothesis  i s  confirm ed. Thus, t h i s  measure o f s t r u c tu r a l  a s s i ­

m ila tio n  supports  th e  f i r s t  re sea rch  hy p o th esis  in  th e  sense th a t  

th o se  s tu d en ts  who sh are  a le n g th ie r  s ta y  a re  more a ss im ila te d  in to  

th e  American s o c ia l  o rg an iza tio n  than th o se  w ith  fewer years  in  r e s i ­

dence in  t h i s  co u n try .

Table 5

C ro ss - ta b u la tio n  of S tru c tu ra l  A ssim ila tion  
by Length of Residence in  th e  

U nited S ta te s

S tru c tu ra l
a s s im ila tio n

Length o f resid en ce

Low Medium High

High 7 (12) 4 (16) 17 (39)

Medium 28 (47) 10 (42) 20 (47)

Low 25 (41) 10 (42) 6 (14)

T o ta ls 60(100) 24(100) 43(100)

Note. Chi^ = 16 .082 d f = 4

P <  .05

Gamma = . 44 z = 2 . 5 1
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An a n a ly s is  o f th e  percen tage d is t r ib u t io n  in  Table 6 shows th a t

th e re  i s  a d i r e c t  r e la t io n s h ip  between le n g th  of resid en ce  and m arita l
2a s s im ila tio n . But h e re  th e  c a lc u la te d  va lue  of Chi does no t exceed 

th e  c r i t i c a l  v a lu e  o f 9.488 a t  th e  .05 le v e l ,  th e re fo re  th e  n u l l  form 

o f  t h i s  hy p o th esis  i s  r e ta in e d , suggesting  th a t  th e re  i s  no s ig n i f i ­

c a n t d iffe re n c e  between the  v ario u s  c a te g o r ie s .  A Gamma score  o f .32, 

however, in d ic a te s  t h a t  the  v a r ia b le s  have a  m oderately p o s it iv e  asso­

c ia t io n  .

Table 6

C ro ss- ta b u la tio n  o f M arita l A ssim ila tion  
by Length o f  Residence in  the  

U nited S ta te s

M arita l
a s s im ila tio n

Length o f resid en ce

Low Medium High

High 10 (17) 3 (12) 13 (30)

Medium 21 (35) 11 (46) 20 (47)

Low 29 (48) 10 (42) 10 (23)

T o ta ls 60(100) 24(100) 43(100)

N ote. Chi2 = 8.309 d f  = 4

P >  .05

Gamma = .32 z = 1.72

The Gamma t e s t  o f  s ig n if ic a n c e  was a lso  c a lc u la te d  a t  th e  .05 

le v e l  and a o n e - ta i le d  t e s t .  S ince th e  c a lc u la te d  z score (1.72) 

f a l l s  w ith in  th e  c r i t i c a l  reg ion  (value = 1 .6 4 ), th e  re je c tio n  o f the
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2n u l l  hypo thesis  i s  confirm ed h e re . Although th e  Chi i s  n o t s ig n i­

f ic a n t ,  th e  z score  ten d s  to  support the  re sea rch  h y p o th esis . Since 

th e  z s t a t i s t i c  i s  more s e n s i t iv e  than Chi when sm all c e l l  s iz e  is  

p re se n t in  ta b le s ,  i t  i s  p re fe ra b le  to  r e ly  on th e  z sco re . Thus, 

t h i s  measure o f m a r ita l  a s s im ila tio n  supports  th e  f i r s t  re sea rch  

hy p o th esis  in  th e  sense th a t  those  s tu d en ts  who sh are  a  le n g th ie r  

s ta y  a re  more involved in  in te rd a te  and /o r in te rm arriag e  p a t te rn  w ith 

Americans than those  w ith  fewer years  in  t h i s  coun try .

That th e re  i s  a  d i r e c t  r e la t io n s h ip  between len g th  o f residence  

and id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n  i s  shown in  Table 7, Again, the  

c a lc u la te d  value o f Chi does no t exceed th e  c r i t i c a l  value o f  9.488 

a t  th e  .05 le v e l ,  th u s , th e  n u l l  form of t h i s  hypothesis i s  re ta in e d . 

W hile a Gamma score  o f .03 shows th a t  th e  v a r ia b le s  have very  l i t t l e  

p o s it iv e  a s so c ia tio n , i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  to  a t ta c h  any s ig n if ic an ce  

to  th a t  sco re .

The Gamma t e s t  o f  s ig n if ic a n c e  was a lso  c a lc u la te d  a t  th e  .05 

le v e l  and a o n e - ta i le d  t e s t .  S ince th e  c a lc u la te d  z score (.145) 

does n o t f a l l  w ith in  th e  c r i t i c a l  reg ion  (value = 1 .6 4 ), the  n u l l  

hy p o th esis  i s  r e ta in e d . N eith er o f  th e  ob ta ined  r e s u l t s ,  th e  value 

o f  Chi o r  z sco re , i s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t .  T herefore , th i s  

measure o f  id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n  does n o t support th e  f i r s t  

hypo thesis  in  th e  sense th a t  those  Korean co lle g e  s tu d en ts  who share 

a le n g th ie r  s tay  a re  more im p lica ted  in  th e  development o f a new 

sense o f peoplehood than th o se  w ith fewer years  in  residence in  the 

U nited  S ta te s .  (See Table 7 on p . 40.)
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Table 7

C ro ss- ta b u la tio n  of I d e n t i f ic a t io n a l  A ssim ila tion  
by Length o f  Residence in  the 

U nited  S ta te s

I d e n t i f ic a t io n a l
a s s im ila tio n

Length of re s id en ce

Low Medium High

High 7 (12) 4 (17) 3 ( 7)

Medium 29 (48) 12 (50) 25 (58)

Low 24 (40) 8 (33) 15 (15)

T o ta ls 60(100) 24(100) 43(100)

N ote. C h i2 = 2.125 df = 4

P >  .05

Gamma = .03 z = .145

In sum, H ypothesis 1 was fu l ly  supported on th re e  in d ic e s  of 

a s s im ila tio n  ( c u l tu r a l ,  s t r u c tu r a l  and m arita l)  b u t was n o t supported 

on the id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n  index .

H ypothesis 2: There i s  a  d i r e c t  r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  SES of

p a ren ts  and th e  degree o f  a s s im ila tio n  among Korean co lle g e  s tu d en ts .

As p resen ted  in  Table 8 , th e  percen tage d is t r ib u t io n  in d ic a te s

a d i r e c t  re la t io n s h ip  between SES o f p a ren ts  and c u l tu ra l  a s s im ila -
2

t io n .  H ere, th e  c a lc u la te d  va lue  o f  Chi exceeds th e  c r i t i c a l  value 

o f 9.488 a t  th e  .05 le v e l ,  th u s ,  th e  n u l l  form o f t h i s  hypothesis i s  

r e je c te d .  A Gamma sco re  o f .73  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  v a r ia b le s  have a 

s tro n g ly  p o s itiv e  a s s o c ia tio n .
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The Gamma t e s t  o f s ig n if ic a n c e  was a lso  c a lc u la te d  a t  th e  .05 

le v e l  and a  o n e - ta i le d  t e s t .  S ince th e  c a lc u la te d  z score (5.20) 

f a l l s  w ith in  th e  c r i t i c a l  reg ion  (va lue  = 1 .6 4 ), th e  r e je c t io n  o f th e  

n u l l  hypo thesis  i s  confirm ed. The em pirica l evidence, th e re fo re , 

su p p o rts  th e  second re se a rc h  hypothesis in  th e  sense th a t  th o se  

s tu d e n ts  who come from a  h igh  le v e l o f  SES fam ily  background cure more 

a s s im ila te d  in to  American c u ltu re  than those  who come from a  low le v e l 

o f  SES fam ily  background.

Table 8

C ro s s - ta b u la tio n  of C u ltu ra l A ssim ila tion  
by SES o f  P aren ts

C u ltu ra l
a s s im ila tio n

SES o f p aren ts

Low Medium High

High 2 ( 5) 24 (36) 18 (78)

Medium 27 (73) 36 (54) 5 (22)

Low 8 (22) 7 (10) 0 ( 0)

T o ta ls 37(100) 67(100) 23(100)

N ote. Chi2 = 34.577 d f  = 4

P <  .05

Gamma = .73 z = 5.20

According to  Table 9 , th e  percen tage d is t r ib u t io n  re v e a ls  a 

s l ig h t ly  c u rv i l in e a r  r e la t io n s h ip  between SES of p a ren ts  and s tru c ­

tu r a l  a s s im ila t io n . By and la rg e ,  however, th e  general tre n d  

in d ic a te s  a d i r e c t  r e la t io n s h ip  in  t h i s  case . Again, th e  c a lc u la te d
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2value  of Chi exceeds th e  c r i t i c a l  va lue  o f 9.488 a t  th e  .05 le v e l,  

th e re fo re , th e  n u l l  form o f  t h i s  hypo thesis  i s  r e je c te d .  A Gamma 

score  o f .34 shows th a t  th e  v a r ia b le s  have a m oderately p o s it iv e  asso­

c ia t io n .

The Gamma t e s t  o f  s ig n if ic a n c e  was c a lc u la te d  a t  th e  .05 le v e l 

and a  o n e - ta ile d  t e s t .  S ince  th e  z sco re  (1.81) f a l l s  w ith in  th e  c r i ­

t i c a l  reg ion  (va lue  = 1 .6 4 ) , th e  r e je c t io n  o f th e  n u l l  hypothesis i s  

confirmed h e re . Thus, t h i s  measure o f  s t r u c tu r a l  a ss im ila tio n  

supports  th e  second re se a rc h  hypo thesis  in  th e  sense th a t  those  s tu ­

d en ts  who come from a h igh le v e l o f SES fam ily  background a re  more 

a s s im ila te d  in to  American s o c ie ty  than those  who come from a low le v e l 

o f SES fam ily  background.

Table 9

C ro ss - ta b u la tio n  of S tru c tu ra l  A ssim ila tio n  
by SES o f  P aren ts

S tru c tu ra l
a s s im ila tio n

SES of p a ren ts

Low Medium High

High 3 ( 8) 14 (21) 11 (48)

Medium 22 (60) 26 (39) 10 (43)

Low 12 (32) 27 (40) 2 ( 9)

T o ta ls 37(100) 67(100) 23(100)

N ote. Chi^ = 17.787 df = 4

P <  .05

Gamma = .34 z = 1.81
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That th e re  i s  a  d i r e c t  r e la t io n s h ip  between SES o f p a re n ts  and

m a rita l a s s im ila tio n  i s  shown in  Table 10. H ere, th e  c a lc u la te d  value 
2

of Chi does n o t  exceed th e  c r i t i c a l  value o f 9,488 a t  th e  ,05 le v e l ,  

which suggests  th a t  th e  n u l l  form o f t h i s  hypo thesis  should  be r e ta ­

in e d , A Gamma sco re  o f .21 re v e a ls  t h a t  th e  p o s i t iv e  a s so c ia tio n  

between th e  v a r ia b le s  i s  m oderately weak.

Table 10

C ro s s - ta b u la tio n  o f M a rita l A ssim ila tion  
by SES of P aren ts

M arita l
a ss im ila tio n

SES o f p aren ts

Low Medium High

High 8 (22) 13 (20) 5 (22)

Medium 11 (30) 27 (40) 14 (61)

Low 18 (48) 27 (40) 4 (17)

T o ta ls 37(100) 67(100) 23(100)

N ote. Chi^ = 7,153 df = 4

P > .05

Gamma = ,21 z = 1.07

The Gamma t e s t  o f  s ig n if ic a n c e  was a lso  c a lc u la te d  a t  th e  .05 

le v e l and a o n e - ta i le d  t e s t .  S ince  th e  c a lc u la te d  z sco re  (1.07) 

does no t f a l l  w ith in  th e  c r i t i c a l  reg io n  (value = 1 .6 4 ), th e  n u l l  

h ypo thesis  again  i s  r e ta in e d .  T herefo re , t h i s  measure o f  m a r ita l  

a ss im ila tio n  does n o t  support th e  second resea rch  hypo thesis  in  th e  

sense t h a t  th o se  s tu d e n ts  who come from a high le v e l o f SES fam ily
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background a re  more involved  in  in te rd a te  and /o r in te rm arriag e  p a tte rn

w ith  Americans than th o se  who come from a low le v e l  o f SES fam ily

background. (See Table 10 on p . 43.)

An a n a ly s is  o f  th e  percen tage d is t r ib u t io n  in  Table 11 shows

th a t  th e re  i s  a  d i r e c t  r e la t io n s h ip  between SES o f p aren ts  and id e n t i -
2f ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n . S ince th e  c a lc u la te d  value  o f  Chi does no t 

exceed th e  c r i t i c a l  v a lu e  o f 9.488 a t  th e  .05 le v e l ,  th e  n u l l  form of 

t h i s  hypo thesis  i s  r e ta in e d .  A Gamma score o f ,27 in d ic a te s  th a t  the 

v a r ia b le s  have a m oderately  weak, p o s it iv e  a s so c ia tio n .

Table 11

C ro ss- ta b u la tio n  of Id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  A ssim ila tion  
by SES o f P aren ts

Id e n t i f ic a t io n a l
a s s im ila tio n

SES o f p a ren ts

Low Medium High

High 5 (14) 7 (10) 2 ( 8)

Medium 12 (32) 38 (57) 16 (70)

Low 20 (54) 22 (33) 5 (22)

T o ta ls 37(100) 67(100) 23(100)

N ote. Chi^ = 9.389 df = 4

P > .05

Gamma = .27 z = 1.34

The Gamma t e s t  o f s ig n if ic a n c e  was a lso  c a lc u la te d  a t  th e  .05 

le v e l  and a o n e - ta ile d  t e s t .  S ince th e  c a lc u la te d  z score (1.34) does 

n o t f a l l  w ith in  th e  c r i t i c a l  reg ion  (value = 1 .6 4 ), th e  n u ll
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hypo thesis  a lso  i s  re ta in e d  h e re . T herefo re , t h i s  measure o f id e n t i ­

f ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n  does n o t support th e  second re sea rch  hypo­

th e s is  in  th e  sense t h a t  those Korean co lleg e  s tu d en ts  who come from 

a  h igh  le v e l  of SES fam ily  background a re  more im p lica ted  in  th e  

development o f a  new sense of peoplehood than  those who come from a 

low le v e l  o f  SES fam ily  background. (See Table 11 on p . 44.)

In  sum, H ypothesis 2 was f u l l y  supported  on two in d ic e s  o f 

a s s im ila tio n  ( c u l tu r a l  and s tru c tu ra l)  b u t was n o t supported on the  

m a r ita l  and id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n  in d ic e s .

H ypothesis 3; The younger age groups a re  more h ig h ly  ass im ila ted  

than th e  o ld e r  age groups.

An a n a ly s is  o f th e  percen tage d is t r ib u t io n  in  Table 12 re v ea ls  

th a t  th e re  i s  an in v e rse  r e la t io n s h ip  between age and c u ltu ra l  a s s i -  

m u lation . The youngest group (57%) i s  more h igh ly  a s s im ila te d  in to  

American c u ltu re  than those who are  in  th e  ca te g o rie s  o f "22 -  30"

(16%) and "30 or above" (21%). In th e  medium range o f  c u l tu ra l  a s s i ­

m ila tio n , th e  group (74%) in  th e  "22 -  30" age ca tegory  i s  more a s s i­

m ila ted  than th e  o ld e s t  group (50%) o f t h i s  study.
2H ere, th e  c a lc u la te d  value  of Chi esceeds th e  c r i t i c a l  value of

9.488 a t  th e  .05 le v e l ,  th u s , th e  n u l l  form of t h i s  hypo thesis  i s  r e ­

je c te d . A Gamma sco re  o f - .5 6  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  v a r ia b le s  have a 

m oderately s tro n g , n eg a tiv e  a s so c ia tio n .

The Gamma t e s t  o f  s ig n if ic a n c e  was c a lc u la te d  a t  th e  .05 le v e l 

and a o n e - ta i l ’ed t e s t  and, s in c e  the  c a lc u la te d  z sco re  (-3 ,40) f a l l s  

w ith in  th e  c r i t i c a l  reg io n  (value = - 1 ,6 4 ) ,  th e  r e je c t io n  of th e  n u ll
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hypo thesis  i s  suggested once more. The em p irica l evidence, th en , 

supports the  th i r d  re se a rc h  hypothesis in  the  sense th a t  th o se  who a re  

th e  younger age groups a re  more a s s im ila te d  in to  American c u ltu re  

than th o se  who a re  th e  o ld e r age groups.

Table 12

C ro ss- ta b u la tio n  o f C u ltu ra l A ssim ila tion
by Age

C u ltu ra l
a s s im ila tio n

Age

22 o r  under 23 -  30 31 o r  above

High 31 (57) 8 (16) 5 (21)

Medium 20 (37) 36 (74) 12 (50)

Low 3 ( 6) 5 (10) 7 (29)

T o ta ls 54(100) 49(100) 24(100)

N ote. Chi^ - 28.598 df = 4

P <  .05

Gamma = - .5 6  z = -3 ,4 0

As shown in  Table 13, th e  percentage d is t r ib u t io n  d isp la y s  an 

in v erse  r e la t io n s h ip  between age and s t r u c tu r a l  a s s im ila tio n . 

T h irty -n in e  p e rcen t o f  th o se  in  th e  "22 o r  under" age category  are 

more h ig h ly  a s s im ila te d  in to  American s o c ie ty  than those  (10%) who a re  

in  th e  "23 -  30" age category and in  th e  "30 o r  above" age category 

(8%). In  the medium range of s tr u c tu ra l  a s s im ila tio n , 49% of those in  

th e  "23 -  30" age ca teg o ry  seem to  be more a ss im ila te d  than o th e r 

groups. F if ty  p e rce n t o f those  in  th e  "30 or above" age category  f a l l
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w ith in  th e  low range on s t r u c tu r a l  a s s im ila t io n . The c a lc u la te d  value 
2of Chi exceeds th e  c r i t i c a l  va lue  of 9.488 a t  th e  .05 le v e l ,  which 

in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  n u l l  form o f  th i s  hypo thesis  should be r e je c te d .

A Gamma sco re  o f - .5 1  shows th a t  th e  v a r ia b le s  have a  moderately 

s tro n g , n eg a tiv e  a s so c ia tio n .

The Gamma t e s t  o f  s ig n if ic a n c e  was c a lc u la te d  a t  th e  .05 le v e l  

and a o n e - ta i le d  t e s t  and, s in c e  th e  c a lc u la te d  z sco re  (-3 .06) f a l l s  

w ith in  th e  c r i t i c a l  reg ion  (value  = -1 .6 4 ) ,  the re je c t io n  o f th e  n u ll  

h y p o th esis  i s  suggested  once more. T herefo re , t h i s  measure o f s t r u ­

c tu r a l  a s s im ila tio n  supports  th e  th i r d  re sea rch  hypothesis in  th e  

sense t h a t  th o se  who a re  th e  younger age groups are  more a ss im ila te d  

in to  American s o c ie ty  than  th o se  who a re  th e  o ld e r age groups.

Table 13

C ro ss-ta b u la tio n  o f  S tru c tu ra l  A ssim ila tion
by Age

S tru c tu ra l
a s s im ila tio n

Age

22 o r  under 23 -  30 31 o r above

High 21 (39) 5 (10) 2 ( 8)

Medium 24 (44) 24 (49) 10 (42)

Low 9 (17) 20 (41) 12 (50)

T o ta ls 54(100) 49(100) 24(100)

2N ote. Chi = 19 .849 df = 4

P ^  .05

Gamma = - .51 z = -3 ,06
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The percentage d is t r ib u t io n  in  Table 14 e x h ib its  an in v erse  r e la ­

t io n s h ip  between age and m a r ita l  a s s im ila tio n . T h ir ty - th re e  percen t 

o f th o se  in  th e  "22 o r  under" age category  a re  more w ill in g  to  d a te  o r  

marry to  a  member o f  th e  American h o s t group than  those  (10%) who are 

in  th e  "23 -  30" age category  and th o se  in  th e  "31 o r above" age ca te ­

gory (13%). Regarding th e  medium range o f m a r ita l  a s s im ila tio n , 47% 

o f th o se  in  th e  "23 -  30" age catego ry  a re  seen a s  more ass im ila ted  

th an  o th e r  groups. F if ty - e ig h t  p e rcen t o f th e  sample in  th e  "31 or

above" age category  f a l l  in  the  low range on m a r ita l  a s s im ila tio n .
2H ere, th e  c a lc u la te d  va lue  of Chi exceeds th e  c r i t i c a l  value  of

9.488 a t  th e  .05 l e v e l ,  th u s , th e  n u ll  form of t h i s  hypo thesis  i s  

r e je c te d .  A Gamma sco re  o f - .4 1  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  v a r ia b le s  have a 

m oderate, neg a tiv e  a s so c ia tio n .

Table 14

C ro ss-tab u la tio n  o f M arita l A ssim ila tion  
by Age

M a rita l
a s s im ila tio n

Age

22 o r  under 23 -  30 31 or above

High 18 (33) 5 (10) 3 (13)

Medium 22 (41) 23 (47) 7 (29)

Low 14 (26) 21 (43) 14 (58)

T o ta ls 54(100) 49(100) 24(100)

N ote. Chi2 = 1 3 .776 df = 4

P <  .05

Gamma = - .41 z = -2 .3 1
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The Gamma t e s t  o f s ig n if ic a n c e  was a ls o  c a lc u la te d  a t  the  .05 

le v e l  and a o n e - ta i le d  t e s t .  Since the c a lc u la te d  z score (-2 .31) 

f a l l s  w ith in  th e  c r i t i c a l  reg ion  (value = -1 .6 4 ) ,  th e  re je c tio n  of th e  

n u l l  hypo thesis  i s  suggested once more. The em p irica l evidence, th u s , 

supports  th e  th i r d  resea rch  hypothesis  in  th e  sense th a t  those who 

a re  th e  younger age groups a re  more involved in  in te rd a te  and /o r 

in te rm arriag e  p a t te rn  w ith  Americans than those who a re  th e  o ld e r  age 

groups. (See Table 14 on p . 48.)

According to  th e  d a ta  in  Table 15, th e re  i s  a s l ig h t ly  c u r v i l i ­

near re la t io n s h ip  between age and id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n .

By and la rg e ,  however, th e  general tre n d  i s  an in v e rse  r e la t io n s h ip .  

Twenty-nine p e rc e n t o f  th e  sample in  th e  "31 o r above" age category  

s a id  th a t  they  had developed a  sense of peoplehood w ith  th e  American.

The percen tages o f those  in  th e  younger age category  (9%) are  l i t t l e  

more h igher than th e  middle age category (4%). in  th e  medium range 

of id e n t i f i c a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n , 59% of those  in  th e  "22 o r under" 

ca tegory  and 53% o f  those in  th e  "23 -  30" age category  a re  seen as 

more a ss im ila ted  than  th e  o ld e s t  group. Over o n e - th ird  o f th o se  in  

each age category  f a l l s  w ith in  the low range on id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  

a s s im ila tio n .
2Here, th e  c a lc u la te d  va lue  of Chi exceeds the  c r i t i c a l  v a lu e  o f

9.488 a t  the  .05 l e v e l ,  th u s , th e  n u l l  form of t h i s  hypothesis i s  

r e je c te d ,  A Gamma score o f - .0 1  rev e a ls  th a t  th e  v a r ia b le s  have a 

very  sm all, n e g a tiv e  a s so c ia tio n . However, i t  i s  n o t m eaningful.

The Gamma t e s t  o f s ig n if ic a n c e  was a ls o  c a lc u la te d  a t  the .05 

le v e l  and a o n e - ta i le d  t e s t .  Since th e  c a lc u la te d  z score (-.049)
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does n o t f a l l  w ith in  th e  c r i t i c a l  reg ion  (value  = -1 .6 4 ) ,  th e  n u ll
2hypothesis i s  r e ta in e d  in  t h i s  method. Although th e  Chi i s  s ig n i f i ­

c a n t,  th e  z sco re  does n o t tend  to  support the th i r d  re search  hypo­

th e s is  in  th e  sense t h a t  those  who a re  th e  younger age groups a re  more 

im p lica ted  in  th e  development o f a  new sense o f peoplehood than those

who a re  th e  o ld e r  age g roups. Again, s in c e  th e  z s t a t i s t i c  i s  more
2s e n s i t iv e  th an  Chi when sm all c e l l  s iz e  i s  p re se n t in  ta b le s ,  i t  i s  

p re fe ra b le  to  r e ly  on th e  z sco re .

Table 15

C ro ss - ta b u la tio n  o f Id e n t if ic a t io n a l  A ssim ila tio n
by Age

I d e n t i f ic a t io n a l
a ss im ila tio n

Age

22 o r under 23 -  30 31 o r above

High 5 ( 9) 2 ( 4) 7 (29)

Medium 32 (59) 26 (53) 8 (33)

Low 17 (32) 21 (43) 9 (38)

T o ta ls 54(100) 49(100) 24(100)

Note. Chi^ = 12 .529 df = 4

P <  .05

Gamma = - • o H z = -.049

In  sum, H ypothesis 3 was f u l ly  supported on th re e  in d ic e s  o f 

a s s im ila tio n  ( c u l tu r a l ,  s tr u c tu r a l  and m arita l)  bu t was n o t supported 

on th e  id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n  index .
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Hypothesis 4 : The fem ales a re  more h ig h ly  a s s im ila te d  than  th e

m ales.

As in d ic a te d  in  Table 16, th e  d a ta  e x h ib it  th a t  th e re  a r e  12%

more fem ales (42%) than m ales (30%) in  th e  h igh range on c u l tu ra l

a s s im ila tio n . In  the  medium range , 9% of th e  males (57%) a re  more

a ss im ila te d  than th e  fem ales (48%). The males (13%) and th e  fem ales

(10%) have f a i r l y  c lo se  sco res  in  th e  low range o f  t h i s  a s s im ila tio n .
2

The Chi o f th e  t e s t  i s  found to  be 1.989 w ith  2 degrees of f re e -
2dom a t  th e  .05 l e v e l .  S ince th e  c a lc u la te d  value o f Chi does no t 

exceed th e  c r i t i c a l  value  o f 5.991, th e  n u ll  form of t h i s  hypothesis  

i s  r e ta in e d . Thus, t h i s  measure o f c u l tu ra l  a s s im ila tio n  does no t 

su p p o rt th e  fo u r th  re sea rch  hypo thesis  in  th e  sense th a t  Korean 

fem ales in  c o lle g e  a re  more a ss im ila te d  in to  American c u ltu re  than 

t h e i r  male c o u n te rp a r ts .

Table 16

C ro ss-ta b u la tio n  of C u ltu ra l A ssim ila tion
by Sex

C u ltu ra l
a s s im ila tio n

Sex

Male Female

High 23 (30) 21 (42)

Medium 44 (57) 24 (48)

Low 10 (13) 5 (10)

T o ta ls 77(100) 50(100)

N ote. Chi2 = 1,989 d f = 2

P > .05
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As m anifested  in  Table 17 , th e  d a ta  show th a t  th e re  a re  17% more 

fem ales (32%) than  males (15%) in  th e  h ig h  range on s tru c tu r a l  a s s i­

m ila t io n . In  th e  medium ran g e , th e  males (47%) and th e  fem ales (44%) 

have f a i r l y  c lo se  sco re s . There a re  14% more males (38%) than fem ales

(24%) in  th e  low range o f th e  a s s im ila tio n .
2

The Chi o f th e  t e s t  i s  found to  be 5.508 w ith  2 degrees o f f re e -
2dom a t  th e  .05 l e v e l .  S ince th e  c a lc u la te d  value o f Chi does no t 

exceed th e  c r i t i c a l  va lue  of 5.991, th e  n u l l  form o f t h i s  hypothesis 

i s  r e ta in e d .  T herefo re , t h i s  measure o f  s tr u c tu r a l  a s s im ila tio n  does 

n o t support th e  fo u r th  re se a rc h  hypo thesis  in  th e  sense th a t  Korean 

fem ales in  c o lle g e  a re  more a s s im ila ted  in to  American so c ie ty  than 

t h e i r  male c o u n te rp a rts .

Table 17

C ro ss-tab u la tio n  o f S tru c tu ra l  A ssim ila tion
by Sex

S tru c tu ra l
a s s im ila tio n

Sex

Male Female

High 12 (15) 16 (32)

Medium 36 ( 47) 22 (44)

Low 29 ( 38) 12 (24)

T o ta ls 77(100) 50(100)

Note. Chi2 = 5.508 df = 2

P > .05
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As d isp lay ed  in  Table 18, th e  percen tage d is t r ib u t io n  rev e a ls

th a t  th e re  i s  no d if fe re n c e  between males (21%) and fem ales (20%) in

th e  high range on m a r ita l  a s s im ila tio n . In  th e  medium range , th e re

a re  12% more fem ales (48%) than males (36%). More males (43%) a re  in

th e  low range on m a r ita l  a s s im ila tio n  than fem ales (32%) .
2The Chi o f th e  t e s t  i s  found to  be 1.938 w ith  2 degrees o f f re e -

2dom a t  th e  .05 le v e l .  S ince th e  c a lc u la te d  value  of Chi does no t 

exceed th e  c r i t i c a l  v a lu e  of 5.991, th e  n u l l  form of t h i s  hypo thesis  

i s  r e ta in e d .  T herefore , t h i s  measure o f m a r ita l  a s s im ila tio n  does 

n o t support th e  fo u rth  re sea rch  hypo thesis  in  th e  sense th a t  Korean 

fem ale s tu d e n ts  in  c o lle g e  a re  more h ig h ly  involved in  in te rd a te  and/ 

o r in te rm a rria g e  p a tte rn  w ith  Americans than  th e i r  male c o u n te rp a rts .

Table 18

C ro ss- ta b u la tio n  of M arita l A ssim ila tion  
by Sex

M arita l
a s s im ila tio n

Sex

Male Female

High 16 (21) 10 (20)

Medium 28 ( 36) 24 (48)

Low 33 (43) 16 (32)

T o ta ls 77(100) 50(100)

Note. C hi2 = 1.938 d f = 2

P >  .05
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As shown in  Table 19 , the  d a ta  in d ic a te  t h a t  th e re  a re  5% more 

m ales (13%) than  fam ales (8%) in  th e  high range on id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  

a s s im ila t io n . In  th e  medium range, th e re  a re  13% more fem ales (60%) 

than  males (47%). More m ales (40%) a re  in  the  low range on id e n ti­

f ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n  th an  fem ales (32%).
2The Chi o f th e  t e s t  i s  found to  be 2.266 w ith  2 degrees o f

2freedom a t  th e  .05 l e v e l .  S ince th e  c a lc u la te d  v a lu e  of Chi does 

n o t exceed th e  c r i t i c a l  v a lu e  o f  5 ,991, th e  n u l l  form of t h i s  hypo­

th e s is  i s  r e ta in e d .  Thus, th i s  measure o f id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  assim i­

la t io n  again  does n o t support th e  fo u rth  re se a rc h  hypothesis  in  the 

sense  t h a t  Korean c o lle g e  female s tu d en ts  a re  more h igh ly  im plicated 

in  th e  development o f a new sense o f peoplehood than Korean co llege 

male s tu d e n ts .

Table 19

C ro ss - ta b u la tio n  of I d e n t i f ic a t io n a l  A ssim ila tio n
by Sex

I d e n t i f ic a t io n a l
a s s im ila tio n

Sex

Male Female

High 10 (13) 4 ( 8)

Medium 36 (47) 30 (60)

Low 31 (40) 16 (32)

T o ta ls 77(100) 50(100)

N ote. Chi^ -  2.266 df = 2

P >  .05

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



55
In  sum, although  th e  percen tage d is t r ib u t io n  was in  the r ig h t  

d ir e c t io n ,  none o f th e  in d ic e s  of a s s im ila tio n  supported th e  fo u rth  

hypothesis*  M oreover, no s ig n if ic a n t  d if fe re n c e s  were found between 

th e  two groups.

A n aly sis  o f th e  Causal R e la tio n sh ip s

The path  a n a ly s is  was computed in  o rd er to  a s se s s  th e  causal 

r e la t io n s h ip s  th a t  m ight e x i s t  between each o f th e  fo u r types o f a s s i ­

m ila tio n  . Thus, F ig u re  1 shows th e  re la t io n s h ip s  between each of 

G ordon's fou r types o f a s s im ila tio n  in v e s tig a te d  in  th i s  s tu d y .

F igu re  1

C ausal R e la tio n sh ip s  Between 
Four Types o f A ssim ila tion

.61

10

27
1631

S tru c tu ra l
a ss im ila tio n

M arita l
a ss im ila tio n

C u ltu ra l
a s s im ila tio n

Id e n t if ic a t io n a l  
a s s im ila tio n

In  b r ie f ,  th e  c u l tu r a l  a s s im ila tio n  very s tro n g ly  in flu en ces  

s t r u c tu r a l  a s s im ila tio n  in  term s o f th e  s tan d a rd ized  slopes (.61) 

and has an ap p rec iab le  d i r e c t  e f f e c t  on m a r ita l  a ss im ila tio n  a s
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w ell ( .3 1 ) .  s t r u c tu r a l  a s s im ila tio n  has a r a th e r  m oderately s tro n g  

e f f e c t  (.27) on m a r ita l  a s s im ila tio n . Id e n t if ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n  

i s  d i r e c t ly  in flu en ced  by both c u l tu ra l  a s s im ila tio n  (.10) and 

m a r ita l  a s s im ila tio n  ( .1 6 ) ,  bu t n e i th e r  re la t io n s h ip s  to: be th a t  

s tro n g . I d e n t i f ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n  i s  n o t d i r e c t ly  r e la te d  to  

s tru c tu ra l  a s s im ila t io n . In  o th e r  words, even i f  th e  s t r u c tu r a l  a s s i­

m ila tio n  ta k e s  p lac e , t h i s  seems to  have no major e f f e c t  on th e  id e­

n t i f i c a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n  p rocess  among Korean c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts .
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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSIONS, LIMITATIONS, AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS

In tro d u c tio n

This ch ap te r p re se n ts  th e  conclusions o f t h i s  s tudy , along w ith 

some in te rp re ta t io n s  o f th e  d a ta  p e r ta in in g  to  th e  re se a rc h  purpose 

and hypotheses d iscu ssed  in  C hapter I .  L im ita tio n s  o f  th e  study and 

recommendations fo r  fu tu re  study a re  d iscussed  in  th e  f in a l  se c tio n s .

Conclusions

P a re n th e t ic a l ly , s in ce  each independent v a r ia b le  has d e a l t  w ith 

G ordon's fou r types o f  a s s im ila tio n , th e  r e s u l t s  as they r e l a t e  to  

th e  t e s t in g  o f  the  hypotheses a re  d iscussed  w ith  them.

In  te s t in g  th e  f i r s t  re sea rch  hypo thesis , a  d i r e c t  r e la tio n s h ip  

was found between th e  len g th  o f resid en ce  in  th e  U nited S ta te s  and th e  

degree o f  a s s im ila tio n  among Korean co lleg e  s tu d en ts  on th re e  measures 

— c u l tu r a l ,  s t r u c tu r a l  and m a rita l a s s im ila tio n . Such a r e la tio n s h ip  

was confirmed by analyzing  the  percen tage ta b le s  fo r  each of th e  th ree  

ty p es  o f a s s im ila tio n . Regarding id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n , a 

d i r e c t  r e la t io n s h ip  between i t  and len g th  of re s id en ce  was no t sup­

p o rte d  by th e  d a ta . The s tro n g e s t a sso c ia tio n  was found between 

c u l tu r a l  a s s im ila tio n  and len g th  o f re s id en ce . A m oderately s trong  

a s so c ia tio n  was a lso  found to  e x i s t  between s t r u c tu r a l  a s s im ila tio n  

and len g th  o f  re s id en ce . The Gamma and z score in d ic a ted  th a t  there

57
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was a  moderate a s so c ia tio n  between m a r ita l  a s s im ila tio n  and len g th  of 

re s id e n c e , which, in  a  co n serv ativ e  p o in t  o f view, supported th e  

f i r s t  re sea rch  h y p o th esis .

T herefore , u sing  th e  c u rren t f in d in g s , i t  could be argued th a t  

s tu d en ts  who have been in  th e  U nited S ta te s  fo r a  longer p erio d  o f 

tim e are  more a s s im ila te d  in to  American so c ie ty  than  those  whose s ta y  

in  t h i s  country  i s  o f a  sh o rte r  d u ra tio n , e sp e c ia lly  regard ing

c u l tu r a l ,  s t r u c tu r a l  and m a rita l a s s im ila tio n .
*

With r e s p e c t  to  th e  second h y p o th esis , which d e a lt  w ith  th e  SES 

of p a ren ts  and th e  degree o f a s s im ila tio n , t h i s  study found th a t  th e  

degree o f c u l tu r a l  a s s im ila tio n  i s  s tro n g ly  r e la te d  to  th e  SES of 

p a re n ts ; by and la rg e ,  th e  general tre n d  of a  d i r e c t  re la t io n s h ip  

e x is te d  between SES o f  p a ren ts  and s t r u c tu r a l  a s s im ila tio n . A stro n g  

r e la t io n s h ip  between SES and m a rita l and id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  a ss im ila ­

t io n  was n o t found in  t h i s  in v e s t ig a t io n . Consequently, th e  second 

re sea rch  hypo thesis  was f u l ly  supported on c u l tu r a l  and s t r u c tu r a l  

a s s im ila tio n  in d ic e s . M arita l and id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  a ss im ila tio n  d id  

n o t support th e  h y p o th es is .

In  b r ie f ,  i t  i s  acknowledged th a t  s tu d en ts  whose p a ren ts  have a  

h igh  le v e l o f  SES are  more a ss im ila ted  in  th e  s tag e  o f c u l tu ra l  a s s i ­

m ila tio n  than th o se  whose p aren ts  have a  low le v e l of SES. In  th i s  

c a se , Weinstock (1963) and S ilvers*  p ro p o sitio n  (1965) seems to  be 

supported . According to  Gordon’s paradigm, th e  cu ltu red  a s s im ila tio n  

o r a c c u ltu ra tio n  i s  l i k e ly  to  be the  f i r s t  t o  occur and then s tru c ­

tu r a l  a s s im ila tio n  w i l l  fo llow . Gordon contended th a t  s tru c tu ra l  

a s s im ila tio n , th e  second s tag e , i s  th e  keystone in  the  p rocess  of
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a s s im ila tio n . Once s t r u c tu r a l  a s s im ila tio n  tak es  p la c e , th e  o ther 

types o f a s s im ila tio n  a re  in e v i ta b le .  Although the  second research  

h y p o th esis  was n o t supported on m a rita l and id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  assim i­

la t io n  in d ic e s ,  a h ig h  le v e l o f  SES fam ily  background, in  a  way, was 

e f fe c t iv e  on th e  degree of m a r ita l  and id e n t i f ic a t io n a l  a ss im ila tio n  

in  th e  an a ly ses  o f th e  percentage ta b le  and th e  value o f th e  Gamma.

An exam ination o f  th e  r e s u l t s  d ea lin g  w ith  the  th i r d  hypothesis 

rev ea led  th a t  th o se  co lleg e  s tu d en ts  in  th e  younger age category  

were more a s s im ila te d  in  the  s tag e s  o f  c u l tu r a l , ,  structured, and 

m a r ita l  a s s im ila tio n  than th o se  in  th e  o ld e r age c a te g o r ie s .

Moreover, th e  occurrence of th e se  th re e  types o f  a s s im ila tio n  seems 

to  be n e a r ly  sim ultaneous. Thus, age was obviously r e la te d  to  th e  

degree o f a s s im ila tio n  among Korean c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts . I t  should be 

p o in ted  o u t, however, th a t  th e  re la t io n s h ip  between age and id e n ti­

f ic a t io n a l  a s s im ila tio n  was v i r tu a l ly  no t e x is te n t .  T herefo re , th is  

measure o f  a s s im ila tio n  d id  n o t support th e  t h i r d  research  hypo thesis .

Concerning th e  fo u rth  hypo thesis  which s ta te d  t h a t  fem ales a re

more h ig h ly  a s s im ila te d  than th e  m ales. None o f  the  four measures of

a s s im ila tio n  supported  i t .  A gain, w hile th e  percen tage d is tr ib u tio n s
2

were in  th e  r ig h t  d ire c t io n s  fo r  fem ales, th e  va lues o f  Chi proved 

n o t to  be s ig n i f ic a n t .

F in a l ly ,  u s in g  Gordon's four types o f  a s s im ila tio n  p ro cess , th is  

study rev ea led  th a t  w hile  a s tro n g  re la t io n s h ip  between c u ltu ra l  and 

s t r u c tu r a l  a s s im ila tio n  was found, a moderate r e la t io n s h ip  was a lso  

found between c u l tu r a l  and m a r ita l  a s s im ila tio n . The l a t t e r  r e la t io n ­

sh ip  was as  la rg e  a s  was th e  r e la t io n s h ip  between s tru c tu ra l  and
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m a rita l a s s im ila tio n . Thus, c u l tu r a l  a s s im ila tio n  appeared to  have a 

r e la t iv e ly  s tro n g  d i r e c t  in flu en ce  on m a rita l a s s im ila tio n  which was 

n o t a n t ic ip a te d  by Gordon. I t  appeared th a t  Korean c o lle g e  students 

were becoming very involved  in  th e  d a tin g  p a t te rn  w ith  Americans.

The o v e ra ll  r e s u l t s  o f t h i s  study  in d ic a te d  th a t  Korean co llege  

s tu d en ts  were becoming more and more a ss im ila ted  in to  American 

c u l tu r e .  Evidence fo r  t h i s  conclusion  was found in  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  

degree o f  a s s im ila tio n  was p o s it iv e ly  r e la te d  to  th e  le n g th  of r e s i ­

dence in  th e  U nited S ta te s .  M oreover, SES o f p a ren ts  and age were 

a lso  im portan t f a c to rs  which in flu en ced  whether Korean c o lleg e  

s tu d en ts  possessed fav o rab le  a t t i t u d e s  toward a s s im ila t io n . No evi­

dence was found to  su g g est th a t  one sex was more h igh ly  ass im ila ted  

than th e  o th e r , w ith  re sp e c t  to  m ales and fem ales.

L im ita tio n s

Some general l im ita t io n s  o f  t h i s  study should be re c a l le d  here. 

F i r s t ,  s in c e  th e  s iz e  o f  the  re se a rc h  sample and th e  area  from which 

i t  was drawn a re  r e s t r i c t e d ,  g e n e ra liz in g  from th ese  f in d in g s  onto 

a l l  o th e r  Korean c o lle g e  s tu d en ts  in  the  U nited  S ta te s  would no t be 

v a l id .  Although th e  two groups, p r e te s t  and main sample, were 

combined fo r  a  t o t a l  re sea rch  sample, t h i s  study  su ffe red  from such 

a  lim ite d  number o f  resp o n d en ts .

Secondly, th e  manner in  which th e  q u es tio n n a ire  was adm inistered  

m ight be an ano ther l im ita t io n  of t h i s  s tu d y . In  t h i s  reg a rd , the  

accuracy of th e  in fo rm ation  rece iv ed  might be questioned . The p resen t 

re se a rc h e r  was no t su re  th a t  th e  in tended  respondent, in  a l l  cases,
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a c tu a l ly  completed th e  q u e s tio n n a ire s . R a th er, i t  i s  a lso  suspected  

th a t ,  in  a t  l e a s t  a few c a se s , th e  q u es tio n n a ire  was completed by 

some unexpected o u ts id e r s .  Again, th e  accuracy o f th e  d a ta  in  those  

cases  would be su sp ec t.

Recommendations fo r  th e  F u tu re

In  t h i s  s e c tio n , th e  p re se n t re se a rc h e r  o f f e r s  some recommenda­

t io n s  fo r  fu tu re  study  in  t h i s  a re a . I t  i s  a lso  im portan t to  keep in  

mind th e  weaknesses and shortcom ings o f th i s  s tu d y .

I t  i s  recommended th a t  th e  re se a rch e r  in  fu tu re  t r y  to  o b ta in  

in form ation  about th e  re se a rc h  sample through th e  O ffice  o f th e  

R e g is tra r ,  Records and R e g is tra tio n  in  th e  u n iv e r s i t ie s  o r c o lle g e s . 

Moreover, a  job  of t h i s  s o r t  re q u ire s  an a c tiv e  support o f th e  autho­

r i t y .  I t  would be h e lp fu l  to  s e le c t  a s  la rg e  a sample as  p o s s ib le , 

th e re fo re , in c reasin g  th e  g e n e ra l iz a b i l i ty  o f th e  f in d in g s .

An a d d itio n a l recommendation i s  th e  development of com parative 

s tu d ie s  o f a s s im ila tio n  among Korean c o lleg e  s tu d en ts  who a re  lo ca ted  

in  d i f f e r e n t  environm ents, such as th e  e a s te rn , w estern , sou thern , 

and n o rth e rn  p a r ts  o f  th e  U nited  S ta te s .  A re sea rch  p ro je c t  concer­

ning th e  presumed d iffe re n c e s  found in  la rg e , u n lik e  circum stances 

would be h e lp fu l, in  understand ing  and p re d ic tin g  how Korean c o lle g e  

s tu d en ts  w i l l  a d ju s t  them selves to  American so c ie ty .

I t  i s  a lso  recommended th a t  a f u l l e r  study  be made of th e  d a tin g  

p a tte rn s  among Korean c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts . T his recommendation i s  

prompted by the  f a c t  th a t  a s iz e a b le  number o f s tu d en ts  in  th e  

p re se n t study re p o rte d  th a t  th e i r  d a tin g  p a tte rn s  involved Americans.
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Such a study  would be meaningful in  p re d ic tin g  th e  r a te  o f  a ss im ila ­

t io n  of Koreans in  th is  co u n try .

F in a lly , th e  most d i r e c t  recommendation fo r  fu tu re  study i s  th e  

m od ifica tio n  o f  t h i s  re se a rc h . Some item s in  t h i s  re search  q u e s ti­

o n n a ire  need to  be re v is e d . In  a d d itio n , Gordon*s a s s im ila tio n  

th eo ry  should be m odified  to  apply to  co lleg e  s tu d e n ts , and o th e r 

th e o re t ic a l  p e rsp e c tiv e s  on a s s im ila tio n  should a lso  be used to  

fu tu re  s tu d ie s .  Moreover, i f  any fu tu re  study u ses  sex o r  age a s  an 

in te rv e n in g  v a r ia b le ,  a r e p l ic a t io n  o f  t h i s  re sea rch  would be more 

u s e fu l .
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Mr. J e i  H. Yoo 
Department o f Sociology 
C enter f o r  S o c io lo g ica l R esearch 
Western Michigan U n iv e rs ity  
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 
February 12, 1981

Dear S tudent

H ello , my name i s  J e i  Yoo. I  am a sociology graduate  s tu d en t a t  
Western Michigan U n iv e rs ity . I  am studying  a s s im ila tio n  of Korean 
c o lleg e  s tu d en ts  in  th e  U nited S ta te s .

P lease  f in d  and f i l l  o u t th e  re sea rch  q u e s tio n n a ire  enclosed . I t  w i l l  
tak e  about 15 m inutes to  complete th e  q u e s tio n n a ire .

Your s in c e re  cooperation  i s  very  im portan t in  making th e  b e s t p o ss ib le  
knowledge about Korean c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts . Of course  you w i l l  be 
t r e a te d  anonymously, so do n o t w r ite  your name o r  address on th e  form.

P lease  r e tu rn  th e  com pleted q u es tio n n a ire  in  th e  enclosed stamped 
se lf -a d d re sse d  envelope a s  soon as you can .

I f  you have any q u es tio n s  regard ing  th i s  q u e s tio n n a ire  o r th e  
re se a rch  p r o je c t ,  p lea se  f e e l  f re e  to  c a l l  me a t  (616) 375-2014 a f te r  
5:00 p.m. during  th e  week.

A gain, your cooperation  w i l l  be g re a tly  ap p re c ia ted .

S in c e re ly  yours

J e i  H. Yoo
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Mr. J e i  H. Yoo 
Department of Sociology 
C enter f o r  S o c io lo g ica l Research 
W estern Michigan U n iv e rs ity  
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 
March 5, 1981

Dear S tudent

A few weeks ago, you rece iv ed  a l e t t e r  in c lu d in g  a re se a rc h  q u estio n ­
n a ir e  a sk in g  you to  h e lp  in  a study o f a s s im ila tio n  o f Korean co lle g e
s tu d en ts  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s .  This study w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  an 
understand ing  o f  th e  most s a l i e n t  concerns of th e  young generation  o f  
new im m igrants.

Enclosed i s  th e  q u es tio n n a ire  and a  stamped se lf-a d d re sse d  envelope 
fo r  your convenience in  re tu rn in g  i t .  P lease  f i l l  o u t th e  question­
n a ir e  com pletely  and re tu rn  i t  as  soon as  you are  a b le .

W ithout your co o p era tio n , t h i s  study  w il l  no t be com pleted.
Of co u rse  you w i l l  be t r e a te d  anonymously, so do n o t w r ite  your name 
o r ad d ress  on th e  form o r on th e  envelope.

Thank you very much fo r  your co o p era tio n .

S in c e re ly  yours

J e i  H. Yoo

P .S . I f  you have a lread y  re tu rn ed  your q u e s tio n n a ire , p lease  igno re  
t h i s  re q u e s t.
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PRETEST QUESTIONNAIRE

Personal Background

1 . Sex

 a) Male
b) Female

2. What was your age on your l a s t  b irth d ay ?

 a) 18 o r  under
 b) 19 -  22
 _c) 23 -  26
 d) 27 -  30
 e) 31 o r  above

3. Where were you born?

a ) In  th e  U nited S ta te s
 b) In Korea

c ) In  any o th e r country  (Specify) ______

4 . Are you an American c i t iz e n ?  (Skip t h i s  question  i f  th e  respondent 
was born in  th e  U nited S ta te s ,)

 a) Yes (N atu ra lized  c i t iz e n  only)
 b) No (P lea se  check one of th e  fo llow ings:)

 Permanent r e s id e n t
 S tudent

Other

5 , How long  have you been in  th e  U nited S ta te s?

a) 1 y ea r  o r le s s
b) 2 -  4

 c) 5 -  7
 d) 8 - 1 0
 e) 11 y ea rs  o r  more

6 , What i s  your m a r ita l  s ta tu s?

 ___ :a) S in g le
b) Engaged
c ) M arried
d) S eparated
e) Divorced
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7 • How many children do you have?
 a) None
 b) 1
 c) 2

d) 3 
  e) 4 o r  more

8 .  Where a re  you l iv in g  now?

 _a) On oampus w ith  American roommate
b) On campus w ith  Korean roommate

 c) On campus w ith  fam ily
 _d) Off campus w ith  fam ily
 e) Off campus w ith  Korean roommate

f ) Off campus w ith  American roommate 
 g) O ther (Specify)________________________

9 • How many y ea rs  of education  have you rece iv ed  in  th e  
U nited  S ta te s?

  a) 1 y ea r or le s s
 b) 2 - 4
 _c) 5 -  7
  d) 8 -  10
 e) 11 y e a rs  o r more

10. What i s  your m ajor curriculum ? (Specify)

11 . What i s  your f in a n c ia l  source (m ainly)?

 a) P aren ts '
 b) S cho larsh ip

c ) Loan
 d) S e lf  o r spouse-support
  e) O ther (Specify) ________________

12 . What i s  your employment s ta tu s  a t  t h i s  tim e?

 a) Employed
 b) Unemployed

13. I f  you a re  employed, what k ind of job  do you have?
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14. What a re  th e  n a t io n a l i t i e s  of th e  people w ith  whom you work c lo se ­

ly  (o r  on a  d a ily  b a s is )?

 a) A ll Americans
  b) M ostly Americans
  c) M ostly Koreans

d) A ll Koreans
e) Other (Specify) _____________ ________________ ____

15. What i s  your sp o u se 's  employment s ta tu s  a t  t h i s  time?

 a) Employed
 b) Unemployed

16. I f  your spouse i s  employed, what kind of jo b  does your spouse 
has?

17. What a re  th e  n a t io n a l i t i e s  of th e  people w ith  whom your spouse 
works c lo se ly  (o r on a d a ily  b a s is )?

 a) A ll Americans
 b) M ostly Americans
 c) M ostly Koreans
 d) A ll Koreans
 e) Other (Specify)___________________________________

18. I s  your fa th e r  a liv e ?

 a) Yes
 ___ _b) No

19. What is /w as  your f a t h e r 's  occupation?

20. I s  your mother a liv e ?

 a) Yes
b) No

21. What is /w as  your m o th e r 's  occupation?
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22. What is /w a s  your f a t h e r 's  ed u catio n al background?

 _a) 7 y ea rs  o r le s s
b) 8 -  12

 c) Some co lleg e
 d) C o llege  graduate
 e) P ostg raduate  c o lle g e  o r more

23. What is /w a s  your m o th er's  ed u ca tio n a l background?

a ) 7 y ea rs  o r le s s
  b) 8 - 1 2

c ) Some co lleg e  
. d) C o llege graduate

e) P ostg raduate  c o lleg e  o r more

24. What was your f a th e r 's /m o th e r 's  g ross  income fo r  l a s t  year?

 a) $8,000 o r below
 b) $8,001 -  16,000
 c) $16,001 -  24,000
 d) $24,001 -  32,000
 e) $32,001 o r more

f) Not a p p lic a b le  (Specify)

25. What was your fam ily  gross income fo r  l a s t  year?

a) $8,000 o r below
 _b) $8,001 -  16,000
 ___ __c) $16,001 -  24,000
 d) $24,001 -  32,000

_e) $32,001 o r more
f) Not a p p lic a b le  (Specify)

Any comment?

Language Usage

26. Do you speak English  in  your home?

 a) A ll th e  time
 b) Most o f  th e  tim e
 c) About h a lf  o f th e  tim e
 d) Less than  h a lf  o f  th e  time

e) Not a t  a l l
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27. How well do you speak English?
a)

_ b >
c)

_d)
e)

F lu e n tly  
M oderately w ell 
With some d i f f i c u l ty  
Poorly 
Not a t  a l l

28. How w ell do you w r ite  English?

a)
_b)
c)

> )
e)

F lu e n tly  
M oderately w ell 
With some d i f f i c u l ty  
Poorly 
Not a t  a l l

29. How w ell do you read  and understand  English?

a)
> )
c)

_d)
_e)

F lu e n tly  
M oderately w ell 
With some d i f f i c u l ty  
Poorly 
Not a t  a l l

30. Which language would you p re fe r  to  speak?

a) E nglish—A ll th e  tim e 
_b) E nglish—Some o f th e  tim e 
_c) Korean—Some of th e  tim e 
_d) Korean—A ll th e  tim e 
e) Other (Specify)___________

Any comment?

Food H abits

31. Which food would you p re fe r  to  e a t  on a d a ily  basis?

 a) American food—A ll th e  tim e
 b) American food—Some o f th e  tim e
 c) Korean food—Some of th e  tim e

d) Korean food—A ll th e  tim e
e) Other (Specify)________________________

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



72
32* How o ften  would you p re fe r  to  cook American food?

  a) A ll th e  tim e
  b) Most o f th e  time
  c) About h a l f  o f th e  tim e
 d) Less th an  h a lf  o f th e  tim e
 e) Never

Any comment? _________________

Name Change

33, What do you th in k  about changing Korean names to  English names?

a ) S tro n g ly  agree
b) M oderately agree 

 _c) D on 't know
  d) M oderately d isagree
 e) S tro n g ly  d isagree

Any comment?__________________________________ ________________

P a r tic ip a t io n  in  V oluntary A ssocia tions

34 * Are you a member o f any vo lun tary  so c ia l and /o r c u ltu ra l  organi­
z a t io n , such as a  s o c ia l  c lu b , church, sp o rts  c lu b , Red C ross, 
alumni a s so c ia tio n , e tc .?

 a) Yes
 b) No

35. I f  y es , would you answer to  the  fo llow ings: (a) th e  name(s) of
o rg a n iz a t io n  s ) , (b) frequency( ie s )  o f a tten d an ce , and (c) your 
a c t i v i t y ,  assignm ent, o r  p o s itio n  in  th a t  o rg an iza tio n ( s ) ?

Name of American 
o rg an iza tio n

Frequency of 
attendance

Your a c t iv i ty ,  
assignm ent, 
p o s it io n , e tc .
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Name of Korean 
o rg an iza tio n

Frequency of 
a ttendance

Your a c t iv i ty ,  
assignm ent, 

p o s it io n , e tc .

36. How would you f e e l  about th e  fo llow ing statem ent?

"In  o rd er to  become an American, i t  i s  necessary  to  be a 
member o f American s o c ia l o r g a n iz a t io n s ) •”

a ) S trong ly  agree
b ) M oderately agree
c ) Don*t know

 d) M oderately d isag ree
e) S tro n g ly  d isag ree

Any comment?___________________________ ___________

Close F riends

37. P lease  f i l l  o u t th e  blanks w ith  th e  number o f c lo se  f r ie n d s .

Number o f  c lo s e  f r ie n d s The average len g th  o f 
tim e known

(a) White-American
(b) Black-American
(c) Korean
(d) O ther (Specify)

38. Would you p re fe r  to  c e le b ra te  ho lidays w ith  persons who a re ;

a) A ll Americans
  b) M ostly Americans

 c) M ostly Koreans
d) A ll Koreans 

 e) O ther (Specify) ______

Any comment?___________________________._______________ ______
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A ttitu d e  Toward Americans

39. How do you f e e l  about th e  fo llow ing sentence?

" I t  i s  g e n e ra lly  d i f f i c u l t  to  c u l t iv a te  f r ie n d sh ip  w ith  
Americans who a re  non-K oreans."

a) S trong ly  ag ree
b) M oderately agree
c ) Don’t  know

 _d) M oderately d isag ree
  e) S trongly  d isag ree

40. When you have personal problem s, w ith  whom do you d iscu ss them?

E xclusively  w ith American f r ie n d s  
More o fte n  w ith  American fr ien d s  
More o f te n  w ith  Korean f r ie n d s  
E xclusively  w ith  Korean fr ien d s  
Other (Specify)____________________________________

Any comment?

S o cia l R e la tio n sh ip s

41. During th e  l a s t  y ea r , have you been in v ite d  to  th e  home o f any 
Americans who a re  non-Koreans?

  a) Yes
  b) No

42. I f  y es, how o ften ?

a) Only once
b) 2 - 3
c) 4 -  5

 d) 6 - 7
 e) 8 o r more

43. During th e  l a s t  y ea r, have you in v ite d  any Americans who a re  non- 
Koreans in to  your home?

a) Yes
b) No

a)
>>
c)
d )
e)
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44. I f  y e s , how o ften ?

a) Only once
 b) 2 - 3

c) 4 -  5
 d) 6 - 7
  e) 8 o r more

Any comment? ___________ ______ ________________

D ating and M arriage P a tte rn

45. Which o f th e  fo llow ing  d a tin g  p a tte rn  have you followed?

 ___ _a) E xclusively  w ith  Americans
  b) More o fte n  w ith  Americans
 c) More o fte n  w ith  Koreans

d) E xclusively  w ith  Koreans 
  e) Other (Specify) _______ _____

46. Whom would you p re fe r  to  date?

a) White-American
b) Black-American
c) Other-American

"d) Korean (o r  Korean-American) 
”e) Other (Specify)_____________

47, As a Korean when you have a d a te  w ith  a member o f a host group o f 
Americans, how do you fe e l?  (The experienced only)

 ___  a) S trong ly  com fortable
  b) M oderately com fortable
 c) D on 't know
 d) M oderately uncom fortable
 e) S trongly  uncom fortable

48. Would you p re fe r  to  choose a  w hite American as  a  m arriage p a rtn e r?

a) S trong ly  agree 
 ___ _b) M oderately agree

c) D on 't know
d) M oderately d isag ree .
e) S trong ly  d isag ree
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49. I f  your p a ren ts  o r  r e la t iv e s  o b jec t to  mixed d a tin g  w ith  a non- 
Korean-American, would you be in c lin e d  to  follow  th e i r  dec is io n ?

a) S tro n g ly  agree
  b) M oderately: agree
 c) D o n 't know
 _d) M oderately d isag ree
 ___ _e) S tro n g ly  d isag ree

50. I f  you a re  m arried , what i s  your sp o u se 's  r a c e /e th n ic ity ?  
(Specify)

51. In d iv id u a ls  should  be f re e  to  marry o u ts id e  o f h is /h e r  r a c ia l  
group.

a) S tro n g ly  agree
b) M oderately agree
c ) D o n 't know

 ___ _d) M oderately d isag ree
 e) S tro n g ly  d isag ree

Any comment?____________________________ _________

Ethnic I d e n t i ty

52. What i s  your answer to  the  fo llow ing sentence?

"I f e e l  good about being  Korean."

 a) A ll th e  time
 b) Most o f th e  tim e
 c) Some o f th e  tim e
 d) L ess than h a lf  of th e  tim e

e) Never

53. The group(s) to  which I  a c tu a lly  belong i s ( a r e ) :

a) Predom inantly American
b) L argely  American
c ) Equally  American and Korean 

  d) L argely  Korean
 e) Predom inantly Korean
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54, I  would l ik e  to  be id e n t i f ie d  simply as  an American w ithout any 
r a c ia l / e th n ic  d e s ig n a tio n .

 a) A ll th e  tim e
b ) Most of th e  tim e
c ) Some of th e  tim e
d) L ess than h a lf  o f  th e  tim e 

 e) Never

Any comment? ______________________________________ ______
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RESEARCH QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE PLACE A CHECKMARK OR ANSWER BY YOUR BEST KNOWLEDGE TO EACH OP 
THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

Personal Background

1 .  Sex

 ___ _ a ) Male
 b) Female

2 . What was your age on your l a s t  b irthday?

a) 18 o r  under
b) 19 -  22
c) 23 _ 26

 _d) 27 -  30
 e) 31 o r  above

3 . Where were you born?

  a) In  th e  U nited S ta te s
 b) In  Korea
 c) In  any o th e r  country  (Specify) _______

4 . Are you an American c i t iz e n ?  (P lease  sk ip  t h i s  item  i f  you were
born in  th e  U nited  S ta te s .)

a) Yes (N atu ra lized  c i t iz e n  only)
 b) No ( I f  so , p lease  sp e c ify  i t  w ith  th e  fo llo w in g s .)

_____ i .  Permanent re s id e n t
_____ i i .  S tudent
 ji- ii . Other (Specify)

5 . How long  have you been in  th e  U nited S ta tes?

a) 1 year o r le s s
b) 2 -  4
c) 5 -  7

 d) 8 -10
e) 11 o r  more
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6 .  What i s  your m a r ita l  s ta tu s ?

a) S in g le
b) Engaged
c) M arried
d) Separated
e) Divorced

7 .  How many c h ild re n  do you have?

8 .  Where a re  you l iv in g  now?

a) On campus w ith  American roommate
b) On campus w ith  Korean roommate
c) On campus w ith  fam ily
d) Off campus w ith  fam ily
e) Off campus w ith  Korean roommate

~f) Off campus w ith  American roommate
g) Other (Specify) _____ ____________

9 . How many years  o f education  have you received  in  the  
U nited S ta te s?

a) 1 y ea r o r le s s
b) 2 - 4
c) 5 _ 7 

 d) 8 -10
e) 11 o r  more

10 . What i s  your major curriculum ? (Specify)

11 . What i s  your f in a n c ia l  source mainly?

a) P a re n ts ’ support
 b) S ch o la rsh ip
 c) Loan
 d) S e lf  o r  spouse-support

e) O ther (Specify)

12 . I s  your fa th e r  a liv e ?

a) Yes 
"b) No
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13. i f  y es , what i s  your f a th e r 's  occupation? (Specify; e .g . ,  book 

salesm an, d e n t i s t ,  machine o p era to r in  fa c to ry , a id -n u rse , e tc .)

14. I s  your mother a liv e?

a) Yes
b) No

15. I f  y es , what i s  your m o ther's  occupation? (S p ec ify .as  #13.
P lease  do n o t leave  a b lank ,)

16. What i s  your f a t h e r 's  educational background?

a) 7 years o r le s s
b) 8 - 1 2
c) Some c o lle g e
d) C ollege graduate
e) P ostg raduate  co lleg e  o r  more

17. What i s  your m other’s educational background?

f a) 7 years o r le s s
b) 8 - 1 2
c) Some c o lle g e
d) C ollege graduate
e) P ostg raduate  co lleg e  o r  more

18. What i s  your p a re n ts ' g ross  income fo r  l a s t  year?

a) $8,000 o r below
b) $8,001 -  16,000
c) $16,001 -  24,000
d) $24,001 -  32,000
e) $32,001 o r  more

Any comment?
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Language Usage

19. Do you speak E nglish  in  your home?

a) A ll th e  time
b) Most of th e  time

_c) About h a lf  o f  th e  time 
_d) L ess than h a lf  o f  the  tim e
e) Not a t  a l l

20. How w ell do you speak English? 

  a) F lu e n tly
 b) M oderately w ell
_ c )  With some d i f f i c u l ty
 d) Poorly
• e) Not a t  a l l

21. How w ell do you w r ite  English?

a) F lu e n tly  
"b) M oderately w ell
c) With some d i f f i c u l ty  

"d) Poorly
e) Not a t  a l l

22. How w ell do you rea d  and understand  E nglish  sentences?

a) F lu e n tly
b) M oderately w ell
c) With some d i f f i c u l ty
d) Poorly
e) Not a t  a l l

23. Which language would you p re fe r  to  speak?

 _a) E nglish  — A ll th e  time
b ) E nglish  — Some o f  th e  tim e
c ) Korean — Some o f th e  tim e
d) Korean — A ll th e  tim e
e) O ther (Specify)

Any comment?
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Food H abits

24. Which food would you p re fe r  to  e a t  on a  d a ily  b asis?

 a) American food — A ll th e  time
 b) American food — Some o f th e  tim e
  c) Korean food — Some o f th e  time

d) Korean food — A ll th e  tim e 
 e) Other ( S p e c i f y ) _____

25. How o ften  would you p re fe r  to  cook American food?

a ) A ll th e  tim e
 b) Most o f  th e  time
 c) About h a l f  o f  the  tim e
 d) Less than  h a lf  of th e  tim e
 e) Never

Any comment?

Name Change

26. What do you th in k  about changing Korean names to  E nglish  names?

 a) S trong ly  agree
 b) M oderately agree
 c) Don*t know

d) M oderately d isag ree  
 e) S trong ly  d isag ree

Any comment?

P a r tic ip a t io n  in  V oluntary A ssocia tions

27. Are you a member o f any American vo lun tary  s o c ia l /c u l tu r a l  orga­
n iz a tio n , such as a s o c ia l  c lub , church, sp o rts  c lu b , hobby club , 
s tuden t*s a s so c ia tio n , e tc .?

a) Yes
b) No
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28. I f  y es , p lea se  f i l l  ap p ro p ria te  blanks w ith  proper words: (a) th e  
name(s) o f  th e  o rg an iz a tio n , (b) frequency( ie s )  o f  a tten d an ce , and 
(c) a c t iv i ty ,  assignm ent, o r  p o s itio n  in  th a t  o r g a n iz a t io n s ) .

Name o f  American 
o rg an iza tio n

Frequency of 
a ttendance

A c tiv ity , a s s i ­
gnment, p o s i t i ­
on, e tc .

29, How would you f e e l  about th e  fo llow ing  statem ent?

"In o rd e r to  become an American, i t  i s  d e s ira b le  to  be a 
member o f  American s o c ia l  group(s) o r o rg an iza tio n (s)

 a) S trong ly  agree
b) M oderately agree

 c) Don’ t  know
 d) M oderately d isag ree
 e) S trong ly  d isag ree

Any comment?_____________________________________________________

C lose F riends

30. How many c lo s e  American f r ie n d s  do you have?

a) 4 o r
b) 3
c) 2
d) 1
e) None

31, When you have personal problem s, w ith  whom do you d iscu ss  them?

 a.) E xc lusively  w ith  Americans
b) More o f te n  w ith  Americans
c) More o f te n  w ith  Koreans
d) E xclusively  w ith  Koreans

 e) Other (Specify) __________________ _____
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32. Would you p re fe r  to  c e le b ra te  most h o lid ay s  w ith people who a re ;

 _a)
 b)
  c )

cl)
e)

Any comment?

S o c ia l R e la tio n sh ip s

33, During th e  l a s t  y e a r , have you been in v i te d  to  th e  home of any 
Americans?

a) 6 tim es o r more
b) 4 - 5

 c) 2 - 3
 d) Only once
 e) Never

34. During th e  l a s t  y e a r , have you in v ite d  any Americans to  your 
home {or your p la c e )?

a) 6 tim es or more
b) 4 - 5

  c) 2 - 3
 d) Only once

e) Never

Any comment?________________ __________________________________

D ating and M arriage P a tte rn s

35, Which o f th e  fo llow ing d a tin g  p a tte rn  have you followed?

a) E xclusively  w ith Americans
b) More o fte n  w ith  Amreicans

 c) More o fte n  w ith Koreans
 d) E xclusively  w ith  Koreans
 e) Other (Specify)_____________ __________ _

A ll Americans 
Mostly Americans 
Mostly Koreans 
A ll Koreans 
Other (Specify)

R eproduced  with perm ission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



85
36. I f  your p a re n ts  o r  r e la t iv e s  o b je c t to  mixed d a tin g  w ith American, 

would you be in c lin e d  to  follow  th e i r  d ec is io n ?

a) S trong ly  agree
b) M oderately agree 

 c) D on 't know
 d) M oderately d isag ree
 e) S tro n g ly  d isag ree

37. I f  you a re  m arried  person a t  th e  p re se n t tim e, what i s  your 
sp o u se 's  r a c e /e th n ic i ty ?  (Specify)

38. How do you f e e l  about th e  follow ing statem ent?

"R egard ing  m arriage p a r tn e r , my p re fe ren ce  would be to  
marry someone who i s  a w hite  American."

 a) S tro n g ly  agree
 b) M oderately agree

c) Don’ t  know 
' d) M oderately d isag ree  

 _e) S tro n g ly  d isag ree

39. How do you f e e l  abou t th e  fo llow ing statem ent?

"In d iv id u a ls  should be f re e  to  marry o u ts id e  o f h is /h e r  
r a c ia l  g roup ."

 a) S trong ly  agree
 b) M oderately agree

c) D on 't know
_d) M oderately d isag ree
e) S tro n g ly  d isag ree

Any comment?

Ethnic I d e n t i ty

40. Do you f e e l  good about being Korean?

 a) A ll th e  tim e
 b) Most o f  th e  time

c ) Some o f th e  time
d) Less than h a lf  o f  th e  time 

 e) Never
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41. The group(s) to  which I  a c tu a l ly  belong i s  (a re ) ;

  a) Predom inantly American
 b) L argely  American
 c) Equally  Korean and American
 d) L argely  Korean
 e) Predom inantly Korean
  f )  O ther (S pecify )_____________________

42. I  would l ik e  to  be id e n t i f ie d  sim ply as an American w ithout any 
r a c ia l /e th n ic  d e s ig n a tio n .

_a) A ll th e  tim e 
_b) Most o f th e  tim e
c) Some of th e  tim e 

_d) Less than h a l f  o f th e  time
e) . Never

Any comment?

**THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR COOPERATION.**
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