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C H A PTER  I 

THE PROBLEM  AND R ELA TED  IDEAS

P u rp o se  and  P ro b le m  S ta tem en t 

The p u rp o se  of th is  th e s is  is  to exam ine d is tin g u ish in g  c h a r 

a c te r is t ic s  betw een  re c id iv is t  and n o n -re c id iv is t  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers . 

S pecifica lly , the p ro b le m  is  one of try in g  to sc ie n tif ic a lly  a s c e r ta in  

those  s a lie n t f a c to rs  w hich w ill enab le  those  in  the ju v en ile  ju s tic e  

sy stem  to reco g n ize  y o u n g s te rs  who a re  m o s t lik e ly  to be r e p e a te r s  

v is - a - v is  those  who a r e  not. We w ill a d d re s s  o u rse lv e s  to th is  

p ro b lem  by a ttem p tin g  to a n sw e r th re e  b a s ic  q u es tio n s . F i r s t ,  a r e  

we able to f e r r e t  out c e r ta in  v a r ia b le s  to d e te rm in e  if th e re  a re  

s ta t is t ic a lly  s ig n ifican t d iffe re n c e s  betw een ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who 

re c id iv a te  and  those  who do no t?  Secondly, if  d iffe re n c e s  a r e  found 

to e x is t, would it then  be p o ss ib le  to co m p are  o u r  find ings w ith  the 

r e s u l ts  of p re v io u s  ju v en ile  re c id iv is m  r e s e a r c h ?  F in a lly , we w ill 

a tte m p t to an sw er w hether o r  no t th e se  co m p ara tiv e  find ings a r e  

u n iv e rsa l in  n a tu re .

It m ig h t be m en tioned  a t  th is  ju n c tu re  th a t p re v io u s  r e s e a r c h  

has exam ined  a t  le a s t  e igh t g e n e ra l types of d a ta  re la tin g  to r e c id i

v ism . T hese  a re : (1) b io g ra p h ic a l d a ta  (age, education , p ro fe s s io n , 

e t c . ); (2) ju d ic ia l d a ta  (c r im in a l re c o rd , age when f i r s t  convicted ,

1
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etc .)»  (3) p sy ch o lo g ica l t r a i t s  (e x tra v e rs io n , n e u ro tic ism , in te l l i 

gence, e tc .) ;  (4) p sy c h ia tr ic  t r a i t s  (psychopathy, sch izo p h ren ia , 

a lco h o lism , e tc . ) ;  (5) fam ily  f a c to rs  (b roken  hom e, the a tm o sp h e re  

a t h o m e, e tc .) ;  (6) school h is to ry  (ach ievem ent a t  school, d iso rd e r ly  

b eh av io r, tru a n cy , e tc .) ;  (7) w o rk  s itu a tio n  (unstab le  w ork  h is to ry , 

unem ploym ent, a ttitu d e  to w ard s  w ork , e tc .) ;  and (8) le is u re  a c tiv itie s  

(lack  of in te r e s ts ,  bo redom , e tc . )  (B uikhuisen & H o ek stra , 1974:63).

F ro m  th e se  g e n e ra l d a ta  ty p es  evolve som e specific  re la te d  

id eas  involving juven ile  re c id iv is m . We w ill now focus o u r a tten tio n  

on th is  top ic , w hich a p p e a rs  in  the follow ing sec tio n .

R ela ted  Ideas

M any s tu d ie s  involved in  the r e s e a r c h  of juven ile  re c id iv ism  

in d ica te  th a t sex  is  a  s trong  p re d ic to r  of r e c id iv is m  (M eade, 1973; 

Unkovic & D ucsay , 1969; G an zer & S araso n , 1973). H ow ever, the 

v a s t m a jo r ity  of juven ile  re c id iv is m  re s e a rc h  only co n cern s  i ts e lf  

w ith m a le  ju v en ile  o ffenders. T h is  fa c t a lone is  p ro b ab ly  ind ica tiv e  

of the  p re d o m in a n t p o sitio n  m a le s  hold  in the c r im in a l ju s t ic e  

sy s te m ; both ju v en ile  and adu lt. Sexual ro le s  m ay  accoun t fo r  the 

overp o p u la tio n  of m a le s  in  the c r im in a l ju s t ic e  sy stem , in  th a t ou r 

so c ie ty  h as  d iffe ren t p re s c r ib e d  ro le s  fo r m en  and w om en, boys and 

g i r l s .  Even though th ese  ro le s  a r e  c u rre n tly  undergo ing  change, 

defin ite  p r e s c r ib e d  sexual ro le s  s t i l l  e x is t  today.

Society  in  g e n e ra l h as  a  m uch  h ig h e r  to le ra n c e  lev e l of
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m isb eh av io r fo r  boys than  i t  does fo r  g i r l s .  The p h ra s e ,  "Boys w ill 

be b o y s"  in d ica te s  th a t th e se  h ig h e r to le ra n c e  le v e ls  a re  accep ted  

and, fu r th e rm o re , a re  a c tu a lly  " taugh t"  to  o u r  young boys w hile 

undergoing  the in c u ltu ra tio n a l p ro c e s s  of o u r so c ie ty .

G ir ls ,  how ever, a r e  "taugh t"  to behave and "ac t like a  lady. " 

The young fe m a le 's  in c u ltu ra tio n a l p ro c e s s  is  co m p le te ly  d iffe ren t 

fro m  th a t of the m a le . They a re  en co u rag ed  to  be n ice , gen tle , kind, 

e tc . The d eg ree  of to le ra n c e  our so c ie ty  h as a ccep ted  fo r  the m is 

b eh av io r of fem a le s  i s  no t even c lo se  to  ap p ro x im a tin g  m a le  lev e ls .

T h is  sexual ro le  d isc re p a n cy  h a s  p ro b ab ly  co n trib u ted  to the 

overpopu la tion  of m a le s  in  our c r im in a l ju s tic e  sy s tem . The e a r ly  

" tra in in g "  of o u r c h ild re n  a lm o s t g u a ra n tee s  th is . With the d iffe r

ence in  p re s c r ib e d  ro le s ,  i t  is  no t su rp r is in g  to find  th a t the v as t 

m a jo r ity  of law  v io la to rs  a r e  m a le . T h e re fo re , i t  is  a ssu m ed  that 

co rre sp o n d in g ly  h ig h e r r a te s  of r e c id iv is m  w ill be found in m ale  

popu la tions.

Age is  an o th e r v a r ia b le  th a t w as c ited  freq u en tly  by p rev io u s  

ju v en ile  re c id iv ism  r e s e a r c h  s tu d ies  (M eade, 1972; A rbuck le  & 

L itw ack , I960; G an zer & S a ra so n , 1973; Unkovic & D ucsay, 1969; 

L au lich t, 1963). The rev iew  of the l i te r a tu r e  concern ing  the a sp e c ts  

of age re v e a le d  som e c o n tra s t  in find ings. Ju v en ile  re c id iv ism  

r a te s  w ere  both re la te d  to  o ld e r  age (M eade, 1972; Sakata & Litw ack, 

1971; A rbuck le  & L itw ack, I960) and younger age (G anzer &
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S araso n , 1973; Unkovic & D ucsay, 1969; L au lich t, 1963). I t  a p p e a rs , 

how ever, th a t m o s t r e s e a r c h  citing o ld e r  age a s  a  fa c to r  w as fo c u s 

ing on the y o u n g s te r 's  chrono log ical age, w hile the r e s e a rc h  citing  

younger age w as focusing  on age a t f i r s t  co u rt r e f e r r a l  o r  f i r s t  in s t i 

tu tio n a l com m itm ent. Both c a te g o rie s  a re  ac tu a lly  m easu rin g  the 

sam e  age com ponent. When exam ining a ll  of the "o ld e r aged" 

ju v en ile  o ffen d ers , it m ay be that th ese  y o u n g ste rs  have h ig h er r a te s  

of re c id iv ism  b ecau se  they have been  in  the ju v en ile  sy stem  lo n g er 

than  th o se  juven ile  o ffenders  who a re  younger in  age, and a s  of y e t 

have not had  the sam e opportun ity  of becom ing a  re c id iv is t .

O th er r e s e a rc h , rev iew ed  in  the l i te ra tu r e ,  po in ted  to  the 

b ro k en  hom e as  a fa c to r  re la tin g  to ju v en ile  re c id iv ism  (B uikhuisen  

& H o ek s tra , 1974; G anzer & S araso n , 1973). The hy p o th esis  th a t 

b ro k en  h o m es p roduce  h ig h e r re c id iv ism  ra te s  fo r  juven ile  o ffen d ers  

com es f ro m  the "com m on se n se "  in te rp re ta tio n  th a t som ething  is  

"w rong" w ith  the hom e th a t does not have both n a tu ra l  p a re n ts  in  it. 

The d e g re e  to w hich b roken  hom es a r e  sig n ifican tly  re la te d  to r e c i 

d iv ism  h a s  been  questioned  by m any r e s e a r c h e r s .  T here  is  a lw ays 

the p ro b le m  th a t the b roken  hom e and juven ile  re c id iv ism  m ay  have 

been  cau sed  by o th e r m o re  sign ifican t v a r ia b le s .

One of the f i r s t  s tu d ies  linking juven ile  re c id iv ism  to b ro k en  

h o m es w as conducted by Thom as M onahan (1957). He co llec ted  data  

on 44, 448 c a s e s  and  found th a t the b ro k en  hom e a p p e a rs  to  be a
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sig n ifican t f a c to r  in  delinquency. F u r th e r  r e s u l ts  f ro m  th is  study 

re v e a le d  th a t b ro k en  hom es w ere  m o re  p re v a le n t am ong b lack s  than 

w h ites , fe m a le s  than  m a le s , and  re c id iv is ts  m o re  than  f i r s t  

o ffen d ers  (M onahan, 1957:258).

In th is  study  we w ill acknow ledge th a t the b roken  hom e is  one 

of the m o re  c o n tro v e rs ia l  v a r ia b le s  co n cern in g  ju v en ile  delinquency 

and  re c id iv ism . Review  of p a s t  r e s e a r c h  both  su p p o rt (B uikhuisen  

& H o ek s tra , 1974; G an zer & S a raso n , 1973) and r e je c t  (M eade, 1973; 

L au lich t, 1967; Unkovic & D ucsay, 1969) the  p ro p o sitio n  th a t b roken  

hom es a r e  d ire c tly  re la te d  to ju v en ile  re c id iv ism .

Sophia R obison  h as  added an  in te re s tin g  suggestion  to  the 

c o n tro v e rsy  of b ro k en  h o m es. She q u estio n ed  w h e th e r we a r e  apply

ing m id d le -c la s s  n o rm s  of fam ily  o rg an iz a tio n  to  a  lo w e r -c la s s  sub

c u ltu re  to  w hich they  do n o t apply. She p ro p o se d  th a t we exam ine 

th is  su b cu ltu re  w ith in  a  fra m e w o rk  of i t s  own v a lu es  and n o rm s .

She a lso  su g g ested  th a t the people of th a t su b cu ltu re  do n o t view the 

b eh av io r of th e ir  c h ild re n  a s  delinquen t, n o r  th e ir  fam ily  life  as  

b ro k en . In  conclusion , she f e l t  th a t m o re  a tten tio n  should  be  given 

to the phenom enon of delinquency and the b ro k en  hom e in  those  sub

c u ltu re s  w h ere  they  a r e  co n cen tra ted ; to view  "the p ro b le m "  fro m  

the v iew point of the  people who m u s t con tend  w ith th a t p ro b lem  

(R obison, I960).

M any r e s e a r c h  s tud ies  have found th a t ra c e  w as a s so c ia te d
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w ith  h ig h e r  re c id iv ism  (K irk p a tr ic k , 1937; Unkovic & D ucsay, 1969; 

W olfgang, F ig lio  & Sellin , 1972). H ow ever, o th e r s tu d ies  have 

r e je c te d  the h y p o th esis  th a t the r a c ia l  f a c to r  (non-w hite) p ro d u ces  

h ig h e r  juven ile  re c id iv ism  (M eade, 1973; W illiam s & Gold, 1972).

One re c e n t study by W illiam s and  G old (1972) in d ica ted  th a t 

the d isc rep an cy  re g a rd in g  r a c e  is  in tro d u ce d  a t a  d iffe ren t p o in t in  

the p ro c e s s  involving both sex  and ag e . The a u th o rs  found:

The b lack s  in  o u r study p ro b ab ly  began to re c e iv e  
d iffe re n tia l t re a tm e n t when ju v en ile  c o u r t r e f e r r a l s  w e re  
being co n s id e red , r a th e r  than  e a r l i e r  in the p ro c e s s ;  a t  
the po in t of p o lice  co n tac t o r  p o lice  re c o rd . T h e ir  d if fe r 
e n tia l t re a tm e n t a t th a t po in t cannot be  a ttr ib u te d  to the 
g r e a te r  s e r io u s n e ss  of offense co m p ared  to  w h ites; w h ere  
the s e r io u s n e s s  of o ffense se em s to  m a t te r  l i t t le  in  the 
d e te rm in a tio n  of c o u r t r e f e r r a l s .  We sp ecu la te  th a t i t  is  
m o re  lik e ly  th a t the backgrounds of b lack  y o u n g s te rs  a re  
m o re  often  judged to re q u ire  the in te rv e n tio n  of the c o u rt.
O r p e rh a p s  i t  is  the o f f ic e r 's  p e rc e p tio n  of the b lack  
y o u n g s te r 's  d em ean o r. (W illiam s & Gold, 1972:226)

T h is  type of sp ecu la tio n  can  be d ire c t ly  r e la te d  to h ig h e r  

re c id iv ism  r a te s  found in  the  non-w hite  ju v en ile  o ffender group . If 

th is  supposition  is  v a lid , it  would h e lp  to exp la in  any r a te  d iffe re n 

t ia l  concern ing  re c id iv ism  betw een  w hite and non-w hite  ju v en ile  

o ffen d ers .

A n o th er r e s e a r c h  study a lso  su p p o rts  the find ings of W illiam s 

and  Gold (T h o rn b e rry , 1973). T h is p a r t ic u la r  study by T h o rn b e rry  

rev iew ed  th re e  o th e r  r e s e a r c h  s tu d ies  co n ce rn ed  w ith  the r a c ia l  

f a c to r  in  the c r im in a l ju s t ic e  sy s tem . The f i r s t  study th a t T h o rn b e rry  

c ited  po in ts  out th a t the a ssu m p tio n  of r a c ia l  and so c ia l c la s s  d is c r im  -

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



/

illa tion  e x is ts ,  even  though e m p ir ic a l  r e s e a r c h  dealing  w ith th ese  

is s u e s  is  re la t iv e ly  s p a rs e  an d  p o o rly  conceived  (T e r ry , 1967:218).

In  an o th e r  study c ite d  by T h o rn b e r ry , the au th o r  s ta te s  that: "M em 

b e r s  of m in o rity  g ro u p s , m ig ra n ts , and  p e rso n s  w ith lim ite d  econom ic 

m ean s  a r e  o ften  the . . . scap eg o a ts  of the f ru s t r a te d  po lice  in  ou r 

lo c a l  co m m u n ities . " (L e m e r t, 1951:311) T h o rn b e rry  re la te d  th a t a  

s im ila r  a ssu m p tio n  w as m ad e by a n o th e r  study: "It is  g en e ra lly  an

e s ta b lis h e d  fa c t th a t the N eg ro es  a s  w e ll a s  Spanish  speaking peo p les , 

on the w hole, a r e  a r r e s te d ,  t r ie d ,  conv ic ted , and  re tu rn e d  to  p r iso n  

m o re  often than  o th e rs  who co m m it co m p arab le  o ffen ses . " (C linard , 

1963:550) The f in a l study  c ite d  by T h o rn b e rry , concern ing  the ra c ia l  

fa c to r  in  the ju v en ile  ju s t ic e  sy s te m , s ta te s  w ithout data:

(a) N eg ro es  a r e  m o re  lia b le  to a r r e s t  than  w hites . . .
(c) N eg ro es  have a  h ig h e r  conviction  th an  w h ites , (d)
N eg ro es  a r e  o ften  p u n ish ed  m o re  s e v e re ly  than  w h ites, but 
th is  is  no t t ru e  fo r  a l l  c r im e s ,  (e) W hites a re  m o s t like ly  
to re c e iv e  p ro b a tio n  and  suspended  se n te n c e s , (f) N egroes 
re c e iv e  p a rd o n s  le s s  o ften  than  do w h ite s . (S u therland  & 
C re s se y , 1960:286)

T h o rn b e rry , in  h is  study, f e l t  th a t b lack s  and lo w er so c io 

econom ic s ta tu s  su b je c ts  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to be  r e c id iv is ts  and 

co m m it s e r io u s  o ffen ses . He su g g ests  th a t th e se  le g a l v a r ia b le s  

should  be c o n tro lled  in  any a tte m p t to exam ine the e ffec t of ra c e  

and  socioeconom ic s ta tu s . O th e rw ise , he fe lt, to  find  th a t b lacks 

and  lo w er so c ioeconom ic  s ta tu s  su b jec ts  re c e iv e d  m o re  se v e re  d is 

p o s itio n s  m ay  only  r e f le c t  the fa c t th a t they a r e  indeed  m o re  se r io u s
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o ffen d e rs . C o n c lu sio n s, acco rd in g  to  T h o rn b e rry , about the r e l a 

tio n sh ip  of so c ia l c h a r a c te r is t ic s  and d isp o s itio n s  should only be 

m ad e  when th e se  le g a l  v a r ia b le s  a re  h e ld  co n stan t.

T h o rn b e r ry ’s study concluded th a t b lack s  w ere  t r e a te d  m o re  

s e v e re ly  than  w h ites  th roughou t the ju v en ile  ju s tic e  sy stem . A t the  

le v e ls  of the p o lice  an d  ju v en ile  co u rt, th e re  w e re  no dev ia tio n s 

f ro m  th is  finding, even  w hen the s e r io u s n e s s  of offense and a n u m b er 

of p re v io u s  o ffen ses  w ere  s im u ltan eo u s ly  h e ld  constan t. In  o ther 

w o rd s , the r e s u l t s  d isc o v e re d  by T h o rn b e rry  lend  support to the 

sam e  re s u l ts  d isc o v e re d  by W illiam s and  Gold; th a t non -w hites  have 

h ig h e r  re c id iv is m  r a te s  in  the juven ile  ju s t ic e  sy stem . H ow ever, 

th e se  h ig h er re c id iv is m  r a te s  o c c u r re d  b e c au se  non-w h ites  w ere 

t r e a te d  m o re  s e v e re ly  th an  w h ites, acco rd in g  to both of the p rev io u s ly  

c ited  s tu d ie s .

The p reced in g  d isc u ss io n  of r e la te d  id e a s  allow s fo r  a  founda

tion  fro m  w hich we m ay  develop  th is  th e s is .  O ur nex t ob jec tiv e  

would then  be to  re v iew  r e s u l ts  of p re v io u s  ju v en ile  re c id iv ism  

s tu d ie s . T h is  w ill f a c i l i ta te  a  b e t te r  u n d ers tan d in g  of w hat h as 

o c c u r re d  in  the f ie ld  of re c id iv ism  r e s e a r c h .  The follow ing c h ap te r 

beg ins the rev iew  of p r io r  s tu d ies  an d  w ill exam ine both n o n - in s titu -  

tio n a l and in s ti tu tio n a l re c id iv is m  r e s e a r c h .
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CHAPTER II

RELA TED  LITERA TURE AND TESTABLE HYPOTHESES

Review  of the L ite ra tu re

N o n -in s titu tio n a l Ju v en ile  R ec id iv ism  Studies

The in itia l  sec tio n  of th is  ch ap te r w ill d ea l only w ith the non- 

in s titu tio n a l ju v en ile  re c id iv ism  s tu d ies . O ur rev iew  beg ins w ith  a  

study conducted by Anthony M eade (1973).

In h is  study, M eade exam ined  the influence of such background  

v a r ia b le s  and c h a ra c te r is t ic s  a s  so c ia l c la s s , school p ro b le m s , r a c e ,  

and age in  d is tin g u ish in g  betw een  se rio u s  and le s s - s e r io u s  o ffen d ers , 

a s  w ell a s  betw een  r e c id iv is ts  and n o n -re c id iv is ts . T hese a ttr ib u te s  

w e re  inc luded  in  h is  an a ly s is  and they r e p re s e n t  tra d itio n a lly  p r o 

p o sed  independent v a r ia b le s  w hich w ere  expected  to influence the 

s e r io u s n e s s  of delinquency, the ex ten t of delinquency, and the b ehav 

io r  of co u rt p e rso n n e l w ithin the d ec is io n -m ak in g  p ro c e ss .

M eade se le c te d  a  random  sam ple  of 500 c a s e s  f ro m  8 ,476 

delinquen t o ffen d e rs  re c o rd e d  by a county juven ile  co u rt fro m  Ja n u a ry , 

1968 th rough  D ecem b er, 1970. T his p a r t ic u la r  co u rt w as co n cern ed  

w ith  developing a  sc reen in g  in s tru m e n t which would se rv e  to  d is tin -  

qu ish  those  having a  h igh  p ro b ab ility  of rep ea tin g  delinquent beh av io r 

fro m  those  who would not be lik e ly  to r e tu rn  to co u rt. M ead e 's

9
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a n a ly s is  w as confined to b a s ic  dem ograph ic  c h a ra c te r is t ic s .

A ll f i r s t  o ffen d ers  w e re  m o n ito re d  fo r  a t  le a s t  18 m onths to 

d e te rm in e  th e ir  r a te  of re c id iv ism . T h e re  w e re  54 c a s e s  w hich 

w ere  t r a n s f e r r e d  to o th e r  ju v en ile  co u r t ju r is d ic tio n s  and w ere  lo s t  

b ec au se  fo llow -up  d a ta  w e re  u n av a ilab le . Seven c a s e s  w ere  excluded  

due to the ab sen ce  of c r i t ic a l  d a ta . M ea d e 's  f in a l sam ple  included  

439 c a s e s , of w hich 308 involved  m a le s  and  131 fe m a le s . Of the 

to ta l sam p le , 162 c a s e s  w ere  re c id iv is ts .

M eade po in ted  out th a t r e c e n t  r e s e a r c h  p re se n te d  re s u l ts  

w hich em p h asized  re la tio n sh ip s  betw een  r a c e ,  so c ia l c la s s ,  and 

s e r io u s n e s s  of delinquen t o ffense  (Cohen, 1969; Gold, 1970; W olfgang, 

F ig lio  & Sellin , 1972). In  each  of th e se  s tu d ie s , e i th e r  being b lack  

o r  having low socioeconom ic  s ta tu s  w e re  p o s itiv e ly  r e la te d  to s e r 

io u sn e ss  of o ffense . S im ila rly , s tu d ies  have co n s is te n tly  d e te rm in e d  

th a t m a le s  co m m it m o re  s e r io u s  o ffenses than  fe m a le s  (Gold, 1970; 

C hilton  & M ark le , 1972). Age of o n se t of delinquency and p ro b le m s  

in schoo l a lso  have  b een  found to be  p re d ic tiv e  of delinquency s e r 

io u sn e ss  (W olfgang, F ig lio  & Sellin , 1972; C hilton  & M ark le , 1972; 

C ohen, 1969). S im ila rly , s e r io u s  o ffen d ers  w ere  m o re  lik e ly  to be 

c h ild re n  f ro m  b ro k en  h o m es (Gold, 1970; C hilton  & M ark le , 1972; 

F e rd in an d , 1964).

The hy p o th eses M eade p re se n te d  conceived  of s e r io u sn e ss  

of o ffense a s  a  function  of tra d itio n a lly  p ro p o sed  independent
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v a r ia b le s . He c ited  b la c k n ess , low so c ia l c la s s ,  educa tio n a l f a i lu re ,  

fam ily  d isru p tio n , m a le n e ss , and o ld e r age a s  independent v a r ia b le s  

w hich lead  to s e r io u s  delinquency. M eade, how ever, did no t m ention 

any specific  hypo theses reg a rd in g  in te ra c tio n  e ffec ts  due to w hat he 

te rm e d  the "paucity  of th e o re tic a l  and e m p ir ic a l  p re c e d e n t"  (M eade, 

1973:480).

M eade u se d  the sam e h y p o th eses  p re se n te d  fo r s e r io u s n e s s  of 

offense a s  he did when co n s id e rin g  re c id iv ism  a s  the dependent v a r 

iab le . M eade then  m entioned  the follow ing supportive  hypo theses:

1. Ju v en ile  co u rt re c id iv ism  to be re la te d  to N egro s ta tu s  
and school p ro b le m s  (K irk p a tr ick , 1937).

2. L ow er su c c e ss  r a te s  fo r o ld e r  juven ile  o ffenders 
• (A rbuckle & L itw ack, I960).

3. M a le n ess , s e r io u s n e s s  of f i r s t  o ffense and ra c e  a re  the 
b e s t p re d ic to rs  of re c id iv ism  (Unkovic & D ucsay, 1969).

4. R ace, so c ia l c la s s ,  school p ro b le m s , s e r io u sn e ss  of 
f i r s t  offense, and c o u rt h e a rin g  a t  f i r s t  offense d ire c tly  
in fluence re c id iv ism  (W olfgang, F ig lio  & Sellin , 1972).

M eade, in  h is  study, u sed  the Y u le 's  Q s ta t is t ic  in  o rd e r  to 

b ecom e m o re  fa m ilia r  w ith h is  d a ta  and to ob ta in  a  b as ic  configuration  

of s ta t is t ic a lly  s ig n ifican t independent v a r ia b le s . Q h as  a value ran g e  

betw een  a p lus 1. 00 and m inus 1. 00.

Those fo u r v a r ia b le s  sig n ifican tly  r e la te d  to re c id iv ism  w ere : 

age (plus .486), h ea rin g  (plus . 354), school (plus . 343) and type of 

f i r s t  o ffense (m inus . 285). E ach  of th e se  re la tio n sh ip s  he ld  when
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co n tro llin g  ind iv idually  fo r  the o th e r  th re e  v a r ia b le s  th rough  p a r t ia l  

Q a n a ly s is . Type of o ffense , how ever, w as r e la te d  to re c id iv ism  in 

the d ire c tio n  opposite  to  th a t p re d ic te d , i. e . , s ta tu s  o ffen d ers  w ere  

m o re  lik e ly  to re c id iv a te  than w e re  the m o s t s e r io u s  f i r s t  o ffenders  

(W eeks, 1943). O th e rw ise , o ld e r  age, school fa i lu re ,  and the e x p e r

ien ce  of fo rm a l h ea rin g  a t the tim e  of f i r s t  o ffense  w ere  a l l  p re d ic tiv e  

of re c id iv is m . The v a r ia b le s  of sex , r a c e ,  and fam ily  s tru c tu re  

ap p e a re d  to have l i t t le  re le v an ce  in  the p re d ic tio n  of re c id iv ism .

M eade a lso  found th a t so c ia l c la s s  w as n o t s ig n ifican tly  re la te d  to 

re c id iv ism .

M eade a lso  ap p lied  the C olem an technique to  h is  da ta  (C olem an, 

1970). M eade found th a t  64% of the v a r ia tio n  in re c id iv ism  w as 

acco u n ted  fo r  by fo u r independent v a r ia b le s . Age accoun ted  fo r  20% 

of the v a r ia t io n  in re c id iv ism . School status h ad  the le a s t  e ffec t upon 

re c id iv ism , accounting  fo r  12% of the v a r ia tio n . H earing  and type of 

f i r s t  o ffen se , re sp e c tiv e ly , accoun ted  fo r  18% and 15%. O ld er age, 

fo rm a l h e a r in g  a t tim e  of f i r s t  o ffense , n o n -se r io u s  f i r s t  o ffense, 

a n d  school fa ilu re ,th e n , r e p re s e n t  th o se  s ta te s  of the independent 

v a r ia b le s  w hich w ere  r e la te d  to the  re c id iv ism  s ta te  of the dependent 

v a r ia b le .

M eade concluded  th a t p ro b ab ly  the m o st in te re s tin g  findings of 

h is  p re s e n t  w ork  w e re  th e  follow ing:

F i r s t ,  the fa i lu re  to  d e m o n stra te  any sy s te m a tic  b ias  
on the p a r t  of the co u rt p e rso n n e l a t the po in t of h ea rin g
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d ec is io n  and, second, the d iffe re n tia l, independent v a r ia b le  
con figu ra tion  o b se rv e d  when co n s id e rin g  s e r io u s n e s s  of 
f i r s t  o ffense and re c id iv ism  as  dependent v a r ia b le s . A lso , 
it w as s ig n ifican t to note th a t not one of those  v a r ia b le s  
w hich w ere  p re d ic tiv e  value fo r s e r io u s n e s s  of f i r s t  offense 
w ere  sign ifican tly  r e la te d  to re c id iv ism . (M eade, 1973:484)

A nother n o n -in s titu tio n a l study concern ing  ju v en ile  re c id iv ism  

re s e a rc h  w as conducted by W olfgang, F ig lio  and S ellin  (1972). The 

a u th o rs  ob ta ined  in fo rm atio n  on a l l  boys b o rn  in 1945 who liv ed  in 

P h ilad e lp h ia , a t  le a s t  betw een  th e ir  10th and  18th b ir th d a y s . This 

involved a to ta l of 9, 945 boys, of whom 3, 475 had  a t  le a s t  one re c o rd e d  

po lice  co n tac t (W olfgang, F ig lio  & S ellin , 1972:244). They co llec ted  

d a ta  fro m  th re e  d iffe ren t s o u rc e s . School re c o rd s  gave them  m o st 

of the background  data  they  needed: nam e, b ir th d a te , ra c e , nam e of 

p a re n ts  o r  g u ard ian , a d d re s s e s ,  IQ s c o re s ,  ach iev em en t lev e l, n u m 

b e r  of u n excused  ab sen ce s , b eh av io r, e tc . The P h ilad e lp h ia  P o lice  

D ep artm en t gave them  in fo rm a tio n  co n cern in g  the n u m b er, type, and 

d a te s  of o ffen ses  co m m itted  by m e m b e rs  of the cohort, a s  w ell as  the 

fu ll d e sc rip tio n  of ev en ts . As an  ad d itio n a l check  concern ing  m o b il

ity  of the co h o rt m e m b e rs  during  the tim e  p e rio d  ending w ith th e ir  

18th b irth d ay , they checked  the S e lec tiv e  S erv ice  r e g is t r a t io n  fo r 

P h ilad e lp h ia  re s id e n c y  a t  the  te rm in a l  y e a r .  It should be no ted  th a t 

no a ttem p t w as m ade to d e te rm in e  the ex ten t of juven ile  o ffenses not 

shown in p o lice  r e c o rd s . The study a lso  o m its  juven ile  s ta tu s  

o ffen ses  re p o r te d  d ire c tly  to the Ju v en ile  C o u rt w ithout going th ro u g h  

po lice  invo lvem ent. A ccord ing  to  D r. F ig lio , v e ry  few ju v en ile
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sta tu s  o ffenses w ere  om itted  in  th is  m an n er.

Of the  9, 945 co h o rt su b jec ts , 3, 475 o r  35% of the boys w ere  

involved w ith the po lice  a t le a s t  once to the ex ten t th a t an o ffic ia l 

reco rd in g  of the a c t  re su lte d , w hile 6, 470 o r  65% n e v e r  had any such 

ex p erien ce . Of the boys studied , 7, 043 o r  71% w ere  w hite and 2, 902 

o r  29% w ere  non-w hite . Of the w h ites, 2, 071 o r  28. 6% w ere  c la s s i 

fied as  o ffen d ers , w hile 1 ,458 o r 50. 2% of the non-w hite boys w ere  

likew ise  d esigna ted .

The cohort w as then  fu r th e r  d iv ided  into g roups of non

o ffenders, o n e -tim e  o ffen d ers, and re c id iv is ts .  Of the delinquents 

in  the co h o rt, 54% w ere  re c id iv is ts  and 46% w ere  o n e - t im e rs . A 

co m p ariso n  of the th re e  g roups on v a rio u s  background v a r ia b le s  

re v e a led  th a t re c id iv is ts ,  o n e -tim e  o ffen d ers , and n o n -o ffen d ers  lie 

on a continuum . R e c id iv is ts  ex p erien ced  the g re a te s t  school and 

re s id e n tia l m o b ility  and tu rn e d  in  the low est IQ s c o re s . Non

offenders lie  on the o th e r  end of the continuum , and o n e - tim e rs  fa ll 

betw een the two e x tre m e s .

"Index" c r im e s  w ere  defined  as  c r im e s  that w ere  com m itted  

by ju v en ile s  but w ere  a lso  c la s s if ie d  a s  c r im e s  if com m itted  by 

ad u lts . The b lack  m ale  re c id iv ism  ra te  fo r  a ll index c r im e s  w as 

72%. T his is  20% h ig h e r than  the w hite m ale  index c r im e  le v e ls .

B ecau se  r e c id iv is ts  w ere  m o re  than  tw ice as  lik e ly  to com m it 

index o ffenses than  w ere  o n e -tim e  o ffenders, the index c r im e  ra te  of

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



15

re c id iv is ts  w as h ig h er than  th a t of o n e - tim e rs . The sp re a d  betw een 

the w hite o n e -tim e  and re c id iv is t  index c r im e  r a te  wag^ about th re e  

tim e s  the non-w hite sp read , ind ica ting  th a t a  p ro p o rtio n a te ly  g r e a te r  

n u m b er of index c r im e s  w ere  being com m itted  by o n e -tim e  non-w hite 

boys.

F u r th e r  r e s u lts  concern ing  ju v en ile  s ta tu s  o ffenses re v e a l 

th a t w hite m a le s  re c o rd e d  a  77% n o n -re c id iv ism  ra te .  B lack  m a le s  

re c o rd e d  only 59% n o n -re c id iv ism  ra te .  By defin ition , "Juven ile  

Status O ffense"  r e fe r r e d  to a c ts  o r  b eh av io rs  th a t b rin g  a  juven ile  

•under the ju r isd ic tio n  of the Ju v en ile  C o u rt, but would no t constitu te  

a  c r im e  if  engaged in  by an adult.

The to ta l of a ll  o ffenses showed th a t w hite m a le s  had a to ta l 

re c id iv ism  ra te  of 45%, w hich co m p ared  fav o rab ly  ag a in s t the b lack  

m a le  to ta l  of 65%.

W olfgang, F ig lio  and S ellin  concluded th a t 46% of the d e lin 

quents stop  a f te r  the f i r s t  o ffense and th a t a  m a jo r  and expensive 

tre a tm e n t p ro g ra m  a t th is  po in t w ould ap p ea r to be w astefu l. They 

suggested  th a t in te rv en tio n  be he ld  in  abeyance u n til the co m m issio n  

of a  th ird  o ffense, fo r  an  add itio n al 35% of the se co n d -tim e  o ffenders  

d e s is t  f ro m  then  on. They fe lt  they could  red u ce  the n u m b er of boys 

req u irin g  a tten tion  in  th is  co h o rt f ro m  3» 475 a f te r  the f i r s t  offense, 

to 1, 862 a f te r  the second o ffense, to 1, 212 a f te r  the th ird  offense, 

r a th e r  th an  co n cen tra te  on a ll  9, 945 o r som e o th e r la rg e  sub -g roup
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u n d er a  b lan k e t com m unity  ac tio n  p ro g ra m .

At th is  tim e we w ill rev iew  a n o th e r  study (W adsw orth, 1975) 

th a t w as s im ila r  in  n a tu re  but not a s  co m p reh en siv e  a s  the p rev io u s ly  

c ited  r e s e a r c h  of W olfgang, e t a l. W adsw orth r e s e a rc h e d  a  g eo 

g ra p h ica lly  re p re s e n ta tiv e  sam ple  co n s is tin g  of 5, 362 le g itim a te , 

s in g le -b o rn  c h ild re n  draw n fro m  the to ta l population  of c h ild re n  born  

in  E ngland, W ales, and S cotland  betw een  M arch  3 and 9, 1946. A 

su b sam p le  w as d raw n fro m  th is  g roup , co n sis tin g  of a l l  2, 196 m ale  

c h ild re n  a liv e  and r e s id e n t in  E ng land  and W ales on th e ir  8th b i r th 

day, and th e se  re p re s e n te d  87. 9% of the n a tio n a l su rv ey  population  

of 2 ,498  m a le s . In fo rm atio n  about the su b sa m p le 's  law  v io la tions 

w as co lle c te d  fro m  o ffic ia l so u rc e s , and delinquen ts w ere  id en tified  

and defined  a s  a l l  those  who a p p e a re d  b e fo re  the c o u r ts  and w ere  

found guilty  of an  ind ic tab le  offense o r  of a  n o n -in d ic tab le  o ffense , 

d ea lt w ith su m m a rily , o r  who w ere  cau tioned  by the po lice  fo r such  

an  o ffense . Of the 336 boys who w ere  so defined (15. 3% of the to ta l 

sam ple), 35 w e re  cau tioned  only, th re e  of them  on two se p a ra te  

o ccas io n s .

The m ean  age a t f i r s t  o ffense fo r  the 205 boys who only com 

m itted  one delinquen t a c t b e fo re  age 21 w as 15. 4 y e a r s  and fo r  those  

131 who co m m itted  m o re  than  one delinquent a c t i t  w as 13. 7 y e a r s .

Of a l l  th o se  who co m m itted  one o ffense , 50% had  done so b efo re  age 

16. And 76. 9% of re c id iv is ts  had  co m m itted  th e ir  f i r s t  offense
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b e fo re  th is  age . In  te r m s  of so c ia l c la s s if ic a tio n , quite  s im ila r  p r o 

p o r tio n s  of d e lin q u en ts  f ro m  n o n -m a n u a l and m an u a l h o m es had c o m 

m itte d  th e ir  f i r s t  and  only offense by age 16 (non-m anual, 46. 3% and 

m an u a l 52.8% ). The p ro p o rtio n s  fo r  re c id iv is ts  w ere  v e ry  d iffe ren t. 

Of a l l  the 24 re c id iv is ts  fro m  n o n -m a n u a l h o m es , 49. 4% had com 

m itte d  th e ir  f i r s t  o ffense  b e fo re  16 y e a r s ,  and of the 106 r e c id iv is ts  

f ro m  m a n u a l-c la s s  h o m es, 83% h ad  co m m itted  th e ir  offense  b e fo re  

th is  age .

W adsw orth , in  h is  a r t ic le ,  a r r iv e d  a t conclusions about the 

u se fu ln e s s  of two d iffe re n t so c ia l c la s s  c la s s if ic a tio n s . He fe lt i t  

show ed th a t c la s s  d iffe re n c e s  w e re  to be  found not only in  o v e ra ll 

in c id en ce , but a lso  in  age of f i r s t  o ffense co m m itted  by r e c id iv is ts ,  

bu t no t o th e rs , and  in  types of o ffen ses .

The succeed ing  study (U nkovic & D ucsay, 1969), w hich w as 

a lso  n o n -in s titu tio n a l in n a tu re , p re se n te d  findings of a  r e s e a r c h  

r e p o r t  by C om m unity  A ction  fo r  Youth, I n c . , of re c id iv ism  p re d ic 

tio n s  in  21 cen su s  t r a c k s  of C leveland , Ohio. Ju v en ile  C o u rt r e c o rd s  

of 2. 548 youthfu l o ffen d ers  f ro m  1956 to  1963 w ere  exam ined  fo r  

t r a i t s  of r e c id iv is m  and a r ra n g e d  in  p ro d u c tio n  tab les  by IBM 

m ach in es  to show p a ire d  a t t r ib u te s  u sin g  the m ethod  of co n fig u ra tio n  

a n a ly s is . Six v a r ia b le s  of s ta t i s t ic a l  s ig n ifican ce  w ere  iso la te d  in  

the p re d ic tio n  of re c id iv is m  of the sam p le  of delinquen ts: age, sex , 

type of offense- re lig io n , and s ing le  o r g roup  ac tion . R ec id iv is ts
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to age 15 w ere  p re d ic tiv e ly  tw ice a s  n u m ero u s  a s  r e c id iv is ts  beyond 

age 15. C o m p ara tiv e ly , m a le  re c id iv ism  r a te s  w e re  39%, w hile the 

fem a le  r a te  w as 18%, The g e n e ra l p re d ic tio n  r a te  fo r  the  w hole 

sam ple  w as 32%.

The fa c to r  of age w as divided  in to  two g ro u p s, younger o r 

o ld e r. The hope of se p a ra tin g  the age lin e s  a t  the m ed ian  age w as 

rem o v ed  by the incom ple te  re c o rd  p re c e d u re  on the Ju v en ile  C o u rt 

filin g  c a rd s  th a t fre q u e n tly  o m itted  the m onth of b ir th  of the ch ild .

The younger age group ra n  th rough  15 y e a r s ,  the o ld e r  age group 

fro m  16 on upw ard . The se x  and age f a c to rs  w ere  d iv ided  into fo u r 

subgroups re sp e c tiv e ly  of yo u n g er and  o ld e r boys and  g i r l s .  The 

r a c e  a t tr ib u te s  sp lit  in to  w hite and b lack  d e lin q u en ts.

Unkovic and Due say (1969) found th a t 40% of delinquen ts  in  the 

younger age group of 15 y e a r s  and below  b ecam e  re c id iv is ts ,  w h e re a s  

only 19% of the o ld e r  age g roup  of 16 to 17 y e a r s  could  be  p re d ic te d  

r e c id iv is ts  w hile in  the ju r is d ic tio n  of the Ju v en ile  C o u rt. M ales  had  

a p ro p e n s ity  to becom e re c id iv is ts  in  the  ra tio  of 39%, w hile fe m a le s  

w ere  m uch  lo w er in  th is  tendency a t 18%. The b lack  r a te  of r e c id i 

v ism  w as 34% and the w hite r a te  stood a t 25%. The p re d ic ta b ili ty  of 

an  a c t of re c id iv ism  by the m e m b e rs  of the sam p le , tak en  to g e th e r, 

w as th a t 32% of them  r e f e r r e d  to a  second  de linquen t a c t and faced  

Ju v en ile  C o u rt h ea rin g  fo r  it.

T he fin a l CAY r e p o r t  (Unkovic & Due say, 1969:344) s ta te s :
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It should a lso  be no ted  th a t th e re  w as no s ta tis tic a lly  
s ig n ifican t d iffe ren ce , in  te rm s  of re c id iv ism , betw een 
th o se  o ffen d ers  whose p a re n ts  w e re  m a r r ie d  and those  
w hose p a re n ts  w ere  no t m a r r ie d .  This finding ten d s  to 
in d ica te  a freq u e n t o v e r -a s s e s s m e n t o f the im p o rtan ce  of 
w ith whom a  ch ild  liv es  and  the m a r ita l  s ta tu s  of h is  p a re n ts .
It is  re a d ily  acknow ledged th a t when e ith e r  p a re n t is  absen t, 
th e re  i s  like ly  to becom e a ffec tio n a l and econom ic lo ss  to 
the  e n tire  fam ily . H ow ever, o th e r in v e s tig a to rs  have had 
s im ila r  findings in  th e ir  s tu d ie s . (W olfgang, Savitz &
Johnson , 1962)

T he p rev en tio n  of re c id iv ism  is  a  m a jo r  p ro b le m  in the fie ld  

of w ork  w ith  juven ile  de linquen ts. The v a rio u s  p e rc e n ta g e s  of r e c i 

d iv ism  in the CAY study ran g ed  fro m  14% to 46% fo r  m a le s  in  the 

whole sam p le . T hese findings a r e  e n tire ly  co n s is ten t w ith r a te s  of 

re c id iv ism  in  the f ie ld  of delinquency and re ac h  upw ard  in to  adult 

c r im e , w hich h a s  a  la rg e  base  of re c id iv is ts .  U niform  C rim e  

R ep o rts , fo r  exam ple , re p o r te d  in  1965 th a t its  h is to r ie s  of ap p ro x i

m a te ly  135, 000 ind iv idual o ffenders  showed that an av e rag e  c r im in a l 

c a r e e r  co v e red  m o re  than 10 y e a rs  and av e rag ed  five a r r e s t s .

In  conclusion , th is  r e p o r t  re v e a le d  that sex  and age w ere  

found to be the two v a r ia b le s  m o s t s tro n g ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  rec id iv ism . 

The fa i lu re  r a te  fo r  m a le s  w as 46%, fo r  fem a le s  14%; the sam ple 

fa ilu re  r a te  w as 32%.

The fin a l n o n -in s titu tio n a l study we w ill rev iew  w as conducted 

by D aniel J . B ae r  (1970). He p re se n te d  m a te r ia l  a s so c ia te d  w ith a 

taxonom ic c la s s if ic a tio n  of m a le  delinquents. H is data  w e re  d eriv ed  

f ro m  au to b io g rap h ica l m a te r ia l  th a t he u se d  in h o p es  of p red ic tin g

R eproduced  with perm ission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



20

fu tu re  re c id iv ism . H is sam ple co n s is ted  of 60 ad ju d ica ted  m ale  

delinquen ts fro m  the S ta te  of M a ssa c h u se tts . The su b jec ts  had to be 

15. 5 y e a r s  to 17 y e a r s  of age, in  good h ea lth  w ith an  ab sen ce  of 

s e v e re  psychopathology, not m en ta lly  re ta rd e d , no h is to ry  of v io len t 

a s sa u ltiv e  o r  sexual o ffensive , and a w illin g n ess  to p a r tic ip a te .

A s e lf - re p o r t ,  b io g rap h ica l q u es tio n n a ire  fo r  th is  study con

s is te d  of 75 questions w hich sam pled  background  fa c to rs  not d ire c tly  

re la te d  to delinquent b eh av io r. E ach  i te m  o ffe red  a choice of th re e  to 

six  a l te rn a tiv e s . The s u b je c t's  ta sk  w as to s e le c t th a t a lte rn a tiv e  

w hich w as m o st d e sc rip tiv e  of h is  own background . The q u estio n s 

in the study involved m a t te r s  re la te d  to the fam ily  co n s te lla tio n , 

p h y s ica l fe a tu re s  of the hom e, re la tio n sh ip s  w ith f r ie n d s  and a s s o c i

a te s , t ra v e l  and outdoor ex p e rien c e s , h ab its  in d rink ing , ea ting , and 

sm oking, a th le tic  a c tiv itie s ,  fa m ilia r i ty  w ith p e ts  and o th e r an im als , 

and m a tte r s  concern ing  p e rso n a l h ea lth .

Taxonom ic c la s s if ic a tio n  of the b io g ra p h ic a l q u es tio n n a ire  

was m ade by m ean s of a  p ro g ram  developed by H yvarinen  (1963).

The p ro f ile s  of re sp o n se s  fo r  a ll  the su b jec ts  w ere  f i r s t  exam ined 

and the m o s t typ ica l m e m b e r  of the g roup w as se le c te d  on the b a s is  

of h is  re sp o n se s  co m p ared  to those  m o s t freq u en tly  chosen . This 

ind iv idual w as then tak en  a s  a  s tan d a rd  of co m p ariso n  fo r  se lec tin g  

m e m b e rs  of the f i r s t  group. F ro m  those  su b jec ts  not chosen , a  

second group w as e s ta b lish e d . In th is  way, g roups w ere  fo rm ed
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u n til a ll  in d iv id u a ls  had  been  c la s s if ie d . A ty p ica lity  sco re  w as co m 

puted  fo r each  su b jec t and  re p re s e n te d  the d eg ree  to w hich the in d iv i

dual had  re sp o n s e s  in  com m on w ith the o th e rs  in  the g roup . The sub

je c ts  w e re  g roup  te s te d  one m onth  p r io r  to p a ro le  fo r  the ad ju d ica ted  

offense . The b io g ra p h ic a l q u es tio n n a ire  and o th e r background  d a ta  

w ere  ob ta in ed  a t  th a t tim e . One y e a r  a f te r  p a ro le , the re c id iv ism  

re c o rd  w as checked  fo r  each  ind iv idual. R ec id iv ism  was defined a s  

the  re tu rn  to an in s titu tio n  e ith e r  fo r  a  new  offense or. fo r  p a ro le  

v io la tion .

R esu ltin g  c la s s if ic a tio n  of the 60 su b jec ts  a llo ca ted  32 sub

je c ts  to  G roup  1, 14 su b jec ts  to G roup 2, and 14 su b jec ts  to G roup 3. 

B ecau se  of the d iv e rse  n a tu re  of the q u es tio n n a ire  i te m s , no 

a tte m p t w as m ade to iden tify  the g ro u p s o th e r than by n u m b e rs .

B a e r  no ted  th a t G roup 2 delinquen ts had  the h ig h est in c idence  of 

la rc e n y -th e f t, but an ab sen ce  of s tu b b o rn  ch ild -ru n aw ay  o ffen d ers .

He concluded th a t i t  w ould seem  th a t th e se  two types of delinquen ts 

have l i t t le  in  com m on w ith one a n o th e r in  re g a rd  to life  e x p e rie n c e s  

a s  m e a s u re d  by th e  b io g ra p h ic a l q u es tio n n a ire . L a rc e n y -th e f t is 

no t Only the  m o s t com m on cau se  of youthfu l a r r e s t ,  b u t i s  o ften  a 

fo rm  of a n tiso c ia l  b eh av io r a s so c ia te d  w ith gangs o r g ro u p s. By 

p a r tic ip a tin g  in th is  fo rm  of r i s k  tak ing , such b eh av io r m ay  p rov ide  

delinquen ts  w ith a fee ling  of m a tu r ity  and  id en tifica tio n . On the 

o th e r  hand, s tubborn  ch ild -ru n aw ay s  tend  to a c t alone o r in p a i r s .
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B ec au se  of cond itions w ith in  the  hom e, they  m ay  b e  m o tiv a ted  by 

fe e lin g s  of w o r th le s s n e s s , d isap p o in tm en t, o r  no t belonging any

w h e re . H ow ever, they e x p re s s  th e se  fe e lin g s  by going aw ay fro m  

the fam ily  and  hom e, r a th e r  th an  com m itting  h a rd -c o re  c r im in a l-  

type o ffen ses  ag a in s t p ro p e r ty  and p e rso n .

B a e r  concluded th a t a lthough no s ign ifican t a s so c ia tio n  w as 

found betw een  taxonom ic c la s s if ic a tio n  and  subsequen t re c id iv ism , 

som e tre n d  w as ev iden t. He fe l t  such group ings m ay  not only se rv e  

a s  a  p o s tin d ica tiv e  m ethod  of e s ta b lish in g  typo log ies, w hich a re  

u se fu l in th e o ry , bu t m ay  p ro v id e  a m ean s  of an tic ip a tin g  delinquent 

ten d e n c ie s . He b e liev ed  th a t delinquency  r e s e a r c h  had p e rh a p s  paid  

too m uch  a tten tio n  to p a s t  p a th o lo g ica l b eh av io r and tra d it io n a l 

so c io lo g ica l in d ices  an d  th a t n o t enough e ffo rt h ad  b een  fo cu sed  on 

the com m on ev ery d ay  e x p e r ie n c e s  of youth .

The B a e r  study concludes our d isc u ss io n  of n o n -in s titu tio n a l 

ju v en ile  re c id iv is m  r e s e a r c h .  We w ill now focus o u r a tten tio n  on 

in s titu tio n a l s tu d ies .

In s titu tio n a l Ju v en ile  R ec id iv ism  Studies

The f i r s t  of th e se  s tu d ie s  w as conducted  by G an zer and  

S a ra so n  (1973). T hey a tte m p te d  to  iso la te  v a r ia b le s  w hich would 

d is c r im in a te  betw een  re c id iv is t  and n o n -re c id iv is t  y o u n g s te rs .

T h e ir  sam p le  c o n s is te d  of fo rm a lly  in s titu tio n a liz ed  ju v en ile  d e lin 

q u en ts . In s titu tio n a l c a s e  f ile s  w e re  s e le c te d  and  co m p ared  fo r
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200 su b je c ts , h a lf  m a le  and ha lf fem ale , h a lf  re c id iv is t  and  h a lf  non

re c id iv is t .  A c o m p a riso n  was m ade betw een  34 d iffe re n t fam ily  

background  and p e rso n a lity  v a r ia b le s . Seven of th ese  v a r ia b le s  

s ig n ifican tly  d isc r im in a te d  betw een re c id iv is t  and  n o n -re c id iv is t.  

R e c id iv is ts  got into tro u b le  and w ere  f i r s t  in s titu tio n a liz e d  a t younger 

ag e s , had  lo w er e s tim a te d  v e rb a l in te llig en ce , and w ere  m o re  f r e 

quen tly  d iagnosed  a s  sociopath ic  p e rso n a lity  than  w e re  n o n - re c id i

v is ts .  F e m a le s  m o re  freq u en tly  cam e fro m  p e rso n a lly  and so c ia lly  

d iso rg a n ize d  fa m ilie s  than  did m a le s . G an zer and S a ra so n  fe lt  

th e ir  find ings u n d e rlin e d  the im p o rtan ce  of co n sid e rin g  sex  d if fe r 

en ces  in  fu tu re  r e s e a r c h  designed  to p re d ic t  ju v en ile  re c id iv ism .

The G an zer and S araso n  sam ple c o n s is te d  of 100 boys and 

100 g ir ls  who p re v io u s ly  had  b een  co m m itted  to the W ashington 

Ju v en ile  R eh ab ilita tio n  In stitu tio n . H ah  of each  group had  b een  

id en tified  a s  re c id iv is t  and the o th er ha lf had no fu r th e r  re c o rd  of 

re c id iv ism  fo r  a t le a s t  20 m onths a f te r  r e le a s e  fro m  an  in stitu tio n .

The age ra n g e  of the sam ple  was 11 to 18 y e a rs ,  w ith a m ean  of 

1 5 .4  y e a r s  fo r  m a le s  and 14. 9 y e a r s  fo r  fe m a le s . G an z e r  and 

S a ra so n  defined  re c id iv ism  as the r e tu rn  to a  juven ile  in s titu tio n  

a s  a  p a ro le  v io la to r  o r  a  rec o m m itm en t, S u p erio r C o u rt conviction  

w ith  re su ltin g  p ro b a tio n a ry  p lacem en t, o r  conviction  and in c a r c e ra 

tion  in  an ad u lt c o r re c tio n a l in s titu tio n .

C o m p ariso n s  w e re  m ade fo r  m a le s  and fe m a le s  and
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re c id iv is ts  and  n o n - re c id iv is ts .  A n u m b er of c a se s  fa llin g  w ithin 

v a rio u s  c a te g o rie s  w ere  tab u la ted  a s  the dependent v a r ia b le s . A 

v a r ia b le  of m a r i ta l  s ta tu s  of n a tu ra l  p a re n ts  re v e a le d  th a t a  slightly  

g r e a te r  p ro p o rtio n  of re c id iv is ts  than  n o n -re c id iv is ts  cam e fro m  

broken  hom es. H ow ever, fe m a le s  m o re  o ften  cam e fro m  broken  

hom es than  did m a le s , r e g a rd le s s  of w h e th e r o r  not they  w ere  r e c i 

d iv is ts .

Socioeconom ic s ta tu s  w as c la s s if ie d  acco rd in g  to the tw o- 

fa c to r  sy stem  (H ollingshead  & R edlich, 1958). Socioeconom ic s ta tu s  

w as no t re la te d  to re c id iv ism  fo r  e i th e r  sex . H ow ever, 85% of the 

c la s s if ia b le  fa m ilie s  fe ll w ith in  the two lo w est socioeconom ic 

c a te g o rie s .

In  re la tio n  to the sub jec t v a r ia b le s , the f i r s t  v a r ia b le  m e n 

tioned  by G anzer and S araso n  w as age a t  f i r s t  in s titu tio n a l co m m it

m ent. M ales  who did not becom e re c id iv is ts  w ere  sign ifican tly  

o ld e r  a t  the tim e  of th e ir  f i r s t  com m itm en t (m ean  age = 1 6  y e a rs ,

1 month) than w e re  e ith e r  the younger m a le  re c id iv is ts  (m ean age =

14 y e a r s ,  7 m onths) o r  fem ale  n o n - re c id iv is ts  (m ean age = 15 y e a rs ,

2 m onths). F e m a le  n o n -re c id iv is ts  w ere  sig n ifican tly  o ld e r a t com 

m itm en t than w e re  fem ale  re c id iv is ts  (m ean  age = 14 y e a r s ,  6 

m onths). M ale re c id iv is ts  did n o t d iffe r  f ro m  fem ale  re c id iv is ts  in  

age a t f i r s t  com m itm en t.

The v a r ia b le  concern ing  d iag n o stic  c la s s if ic a tio n  ind ica ted
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th a t th e re  w ere  m o re  than  tw ice a s  m any fe m a le s  a s  m a le s  d iagnosed  

a s  n e u ro tic . F o r  m a le s , an  equal n u m b er of re c id iv is ts  and non

re c id iv is ts  w e re  d iagnosed  a s  n e u ro tic . F o r  fe m a le s , how ever, 

a lm o st tw ice as  m any d iag n o sed  n e u ro tic s  w ere  n o n - re c id iv is ts  a s  

w ere  r e c id iv is ts .

E s tim a te s  of v e rb a l in te llig en ce  w ere  b ased  on W e c h s le r 's  

(1958) s ix -c a te g o ry  c la s s if ic a tio n  sy stem . P ro p o rtio n s  of m a le  and 

fem ale  re c id iv is ts  and n o n - re c id iv is ts  w hose IQ 's  w ere  e s tim a te d  

a t "low a v e ra g e "  and  below  did no t d iffe r  s ign ifican tly  fro m  those with 

IQ 's of "high a v e ra g e "  and  above.

G an zer and S a ra so n  concluded th a t a  num ber of v a r ia b le s , 

when c ro s s  v a lid a ted , m ig h t be of p ra c t ic a l  value in  p re d ic tin g  r e c i-  

v ism . They fe lt the  m o s t p ro m is in g  p o te n tia l p re d ic to rs  of r e c id i

v ism  w ere  a s so c ia te d  w ith  (a) s e v e ra l  fam ily  background fa c to rs ,

(b) age a t f i r s t  o ffense and  co m m itm en t, and  (c) d iag n o stic  c la s s i f i 

cation .

A nother in s titu tio n a l re c id iv ism  study w as conducted  by 

Sakata and L itw ack  (1971). In th is  study the incidence of re c id iv ism  

am ong juven ile  p a ro le e s  r e le a s e d  f ro m  tre a tm e n t f a c i l i t ie s  had  con

s is ten tly  f ru s tr a te d  tre a tm e n t team s im plem enting  reh a b ilita tio n  

p ro g ra m s  fo r  ju v e n ile s . They concluded th a t the m a jo r ity  of the 

s tud ies  p u b lish ed  to date  p ro v id ed  only d e sc rip tiv e  d a ta  and  lack ed  

d ire c tio n  fo r  the re so lu tio n  of p ro b le m s  w ith re c id iv ism .
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D e sc rip tiv e  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  of ju v en ile s  found in  c o r re c tio n a l 

in s titu tio n s  th a t a p p e a r  to d iffe re n tia te  the re c id iv is t  fro m  the  non

re c id iv is t  a r e  ag e , p lacem en t a f te r  p a ro le , type of offense, b eh av io r 

in  the in s titu tio n , leng th  of stay  in  the institution-, and the n u m b er of 

p rev io u s  o ffenses (Sakata & L itw ack, 1971:351). Supporting th is  

s ta tem e n t a r e  the following s tud ies: W eeks and R itch ie , 1956; 

F e ls tro m , I960; Gould and B ev e rly , 1963; Sappington and Z eglen , 1964 

Tow nsend, 1964; and G la s s e r  and O 'L e a ry , 1966. Sakata and  L itw ack  

a lso  fe l t  th a t the  u se  of d isc rim in a tin g  d e sc rip tiv e  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  to 

p re d ic t  re c id iv ism  w as r a r e  (B erlin , 1958; L au lich t, 1962; 

Schw itzgebel, 1966). T h is p a r t ic u la r  study by Sakata and L itw ack  

involved  a  ree x a m in a tio n  of a  p rev io u s  study conducted  by L itw ack  

and H e rb e r t  in  1967. B ecause  S akata  and L itw ack w ere  re lu c ta n t to 

a ccep t the p re d ic tiv e  pow er of the p rev io u s  study, they  re p e a te d  the 

p ro c e d u re s . T h e ir  m a in  goal w as to d e te rm in e  w h eth er d e sc rip tiv e  

c h a r a c te r is t ic s  d e riv ed  fro m  th e ir  p re s e n t  study w ould have p re d ic 

tive p ow er fo r  re c id iv ism .

The study conducted by S akata  and  L itw ack w as conducted  at 

one of the c o r re c t io n a l  tre a tm e n t fa c i l i t ie s  fo r  ju v en ile s  lo ca ted  in  

n o r th e a s te rn  Ohio. B oys ran g ed  in  age fro m  7 to 17 y e a r s .  M ost 

had  been  a s s ig n e d  to the tre a tm e n t in s titu tio n  follow ing ad ju d ica tio n  

by the juven ile  co u rt. M ajo r p ro b le m s su rro u n d ed  ad ju stm en t w ith 

no m u ltip le  d is a b il i t ie s  such as  m e n ta l re ta rd a tio n , p sy ch o sis , o r
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p h y s ic a l d isa b ility . T h is  t re a tm e n t  fa c il i ty  w as ab le , g en e ra lly , to 

handle  175 to  200 boys on a  y e a r ly  b a s is .  T h e re  w as co n s id e rab le  

o v erlap  in  the  co m m itm en t p e r io d s  in  th a t the boys w ere g e n e ra lly  

c o m m itted  fo r  a  p e r io d  of 18 m o n th s.

A ll of the 80 boys d raw n  fro m  the  in s titu tio n a l popu la tion  of 

160 w ere  p ro v id e d  s e rv ic e s  fo r  18 m o n th s  and w e re  r e le a s e d  a t  the 

sam e  tim e . T h ese  boys w e re  se le c te d  by u sin g  a  s tra t i f ie d  ran d o m  

sam pling  p ro c e d u re . A sam p le  of 40 boys w as d raw n  fro m  a  to ta l  of 

66 re c id iv is ts .  Due to the in c o m p le te n ess  of th e ir  f ile s  and re c o rd s  

and the  fa c t  th a t they did n o t go th rough  re g u la r  r e le a s e s ,  83 boys 

w ere  n o t s tud ied . No e f fo r t  w as m ad e  to  m ax im ize  the m a tch in g  of 

the two g ro u p s on d ev e lo p m en ta l o r  so c ia l v a r ia b le s . Age, education , 

re a so n  fo r  co m m itm en t, and  in te llig e n c e  w ere  no t co n tro lled .

Sakata and L itw ack  p e r fo rm e d  c h i- s q u a re  te s ts  of s ig n ifican ce  on 

th e ir  d a ta . Ten of the  ite m s  show ed sig n ifican t d iffe ren ces  betw een  

the a c tu a l and  ex p ec ted  p ro p o rtio n s  of the ra t in g s . The six  non - 

d icho tom ous and th e  ten  d icho tom ous v a r ia b le s  w e re  then u se d  a s  

the b a s is  fo r  d is tin g u ish in g  r e c id iv is ts  f ro m  the  n o n -re c id iv is ts  in 

the f in a l p h ase  o f th e ir  study.

R esu lts  in d ica ted  th a t two v a r ia b le s ,  age a t tim e of co m m it

m e n t and age a t  tim e  of p a ro le  ( s ta te d  in  m o n th s),w ere  s ig n ifican tly  

d iffe re n t fo r  r e c id iv is ts  and  n o n - re c id iv is ts .  The r e c id iv is t  w as 

yo u n g er in  age a t  the tim e  of c o m m itm en t th an  the  n o n -re c id iv is t
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and a lso  a t  the tim e  of p a ro le . F u r th e r  a n a ly s is  found th a t the r e c i 

d iv is t g roup  showed a h ig h e r p ro p o rtio n  of p oo r a d ju s tm e n t to g e n e ra l 

ru le s ,  a  h ig h e r incidence to re tu rn in g  to school, and  a  lo w er p ro p o r 

tio n  re tu rn in g  to w ork . D esc rip tiv e  c h a ra c te r is t ic s ,  age a t tim e  of 

co m m itm en t, and age a t tim e  of p a ro le  w ere  n e c e s s a r i ly  re la te d  due 

to the ad ju d ica ted  tim e s tip u la tio n  f o r  in s titu tio n a l tre a tm e n t.

S akata  and L itw ack  concluded th a t th e re  w e re  two sign ifican t 

im p lica tio n s  of th e ir  p r e s e n t  study: the age a t  co m m itm en t and the 

age a t p a ro le  ap p e a r  s ig n ifican t a s  p o ten tia l p re d ic to rs  of re c id iv ism , 

and p oor ad ju stm en t to g e n e ra l  in s titu tio n a l ru le s  p ro v id e  defin ite  

s igns of p o ten tia l value in  p red ic tin g  re c id iv ism . H ow ever, they  did 

no te  a s e r io u s  lim ita tio n  of th e ir  s tu d y - -a  lack  of d a ta  re la te d  to  the 

n u m b er of o ld e r boys who re tu rn e d  to a  c o r re c tio n a l in s titu tio n  b u t 

who did no t r e tu rn  to a  ju v en ile  se ttin g . C onsequently , th e re  w as no 

fo llow -up  da ta  concern ing  th o se  ju v en ile s  p laced  in  ad u lt c o r re c tio n a l 

in s titu tio n s .

A nother in s titu tio n a l study, som ew hat s im ila r  to the p re v io u s ly  

c ite d  S ak a ta -L itw ack  r e s e a r c h ,  w as conducted by D r. J e ro m e  

L au lich t (1963). H is a r t ic le ,  "P ro b le m s  of S ta tis t ic a l  R e se a rch : 

R ec id iv ism  and Its  C o r re la te s ,  " r e p o r te d  upon one of s e v e ra l 

r e s e a r c h  p ro je c ts  c a r r ie d  out a t the B e rk sh ire  F a rm  fo r  Boys in  

C anaan, New Y ork. The p r in c ip a l co n cern  of the r e p o r t  w as the 

c o r re la t io n  betw een re c id iv ism  and a  n u m b er of fa c to rs  g en e ra lly
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re g a rd e d  a s  a s so c ia te d  th erew ith . D r. L au lich t p re se n te d  find ings 

w ith r e s p e c t  to c e r ta in  c o r re la te s  of re c id iv ism , giving p a r t ic u la r  

a tten tio n  to s e v e ra l find ings re la te d  to  fam ily  background, which 

r a is e d  in te re s tin g  q u estio n s  re g a rd in g  the v a lid ity  of c u r re n t no tions 

as  to the e ffec t upon ju v en ile  b eh av io r of fam ily  m ak e-u p  and s tab ility .

D r. L au lich t po in ted  out th a t a  num ber of s tu d ies  a ttem p tin g  

to find fa c to rs  p re d ic tin g  p a ro le  su c c e ss  p rov ided  in fo rm atio n  about 

the c o r re la te s  of re c id iv ism . M ost of th ese  w ere  s tu d ies  of ad u lts , 

and i t  is  no t known to w hat ex ten t the findings a re  app licab le  to 

ju v e n ile s . H ow ever, th e re  have been  se v e ra l s tu d ies  concern ing  

c h a r a c te r is t ic s  of ju v en ile  re c id iv is ts .  L au lich t c ited  K irk p a trick , 

1937; A rbuck le  and L itw ack, I960; and M annheim  and W ilkins, 1955 

concern ing  re c id iv ism  r a te s  fo r you ths.

The p o ten tia l su b jec ts  fo r  the B e rk sh ire  study w ere  804 

boys d isc h a rg e d  fro m  B e rk sh ire  F a rm s  during a n in e -y e a r  p e rio d , 

Jan u a ry  1, 1950 th rough  D ecem ber 31, 1958. Since a  co n s id e rab le  

lo s s  of su b jec ts  w as an tic ip a ted , th is  group w as la rg e  enough to 

in su re  a  su ffic ien t n u m b er of su b jec ts  fo r  d e te rm in in g  a re c id iv ism  

ra te  in  the c o r re la t io n s  of fa ilu re . A boy w as co n s id e red  a fa ilu re  

o r  r e c id iv is t  if, subsequen t to h is  r e le a s e  a t B e rk sh ire , he w as 

app reh en d ed  fo r  a  c r im in a l a c t  o r  v io la tion  of p a ro le  and a s  a  r e s u l t  

w as co m m itted  to any s ta te  in s titu tio n  o r to a com m unity  o r  county 

ja i l  fo r  a t  le a s t  a  p e rio d  of 30 days. Although it  m ay be a rg u ed  th a t
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o th e r  defin itions of re c id iv ism , such  a s  re a p p e a ra n c e  in co u rt, a r e  

b e t te r  o r  m o re  in c lu siv e , they  p ro v e  im p o ss ib le  to g e t such in fo rm a 

tion on m o s t of the su b jec ts .

L au lich t u se d  no sy s te m a tic  se t of hypo theses to choose ite m s  

fo r  h is  study. R a th e r , the p ro c e d u re  w as to d e sc r ib e  the population , 

s e a rc h  am ong the d e sc rip tiv e  v a r ia b le s  fo r  c o r re la te s  of re c id iv ism , 

and te s t  som e p re v io u s  find ings and  hunches about p o ssib le  c o r re la te s .  

The only ite m s  te s te d  w ere  those  on which sy s tem a tic  and ob jec tiv e  

in fo rm ation  w as a v a ilab le  in  the  f i le s .  In g e n e ra l, the re c o rd  

included  ite m s  about a  b o y 's  p r io r  delinquent beh av io r, fam ily  back 

ground, school h is to ry , in d ices  of h is  exposu re  to the B e rk s h ire  

F a rm  p ro g ra m , and  dem ograph ic  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  of the boy and h is  

fam ily .

Boys who cam e fro m  fa m ilie s  w ith a  h is to ry  of c r im in a l 

beh av io r w ere  exp ec ted  to have a tendency to becom e h ab itu a l d e lin 

quents and w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  f a i l  a f te r  d isc h a rg e  than boys w ithout 

such a  fam ily  background . The a s so c ia tio n  betw een  fa ilu re  and 

c r im in a l background  of the m o th e r , the fa th e r , and of the sib lings 

w as te s ted . None of th e se  v a r ia b le s  w ere  r e la te d  to re c id iv ism .

T h is  finding by L au lich t r a i s e s  q u es tio n s  about the h y p o th esis  th a t 

fam ily  background w as a m a jo r cau se  of e a r l ie r  de lin q u en cies . 

P o ss ib ly , the e ffec ts  of the re h a b ilita tio n  p ro g ra m  w ere  re f le c te d  in 

th e se  n o n -s ig n ifica n t r e s u lts .
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L a u lic h t’s study h as  shown th a t only a  few  ty p es  of delinquency 

b eh av io r o c c u rr in g  p r io r  to in s ti tu tio n a liz a tio n --s te a lin g  and running 

a w a y --w e re  sign ifican tly  re la te d  to re c id iv ism . A lthough an  a tte m p t 

w as m ade to d e m o n stra te  a  p o s itiv e  re la tio n sh ip  betw een  ex p o su re  to 

in s ta b ili ty  and fa ilu re , no such  a s so c ia tio n  w as found. In g e n e ra l, 

ite m s  dealing  w ith  fam ily  background  and fam ily  s tru c tu re  w ere  not 

re la te d  to fa i lu re .  When such  item s  w ere  sig n ifican tly  re la te d  to 

re c id iv ism , the d ire c tio n  of the a s so c ia tio n  w as unexpected . In 

com m on w ith  o th e r  s tu d ies , younger boys w ere  p o o re r  d isc h a rg e  

r is k s .  Such co n s is ten t find ings abou t age r a is e  s e r io u s  q u es tio n s  

about the a d v isa b ility  of in s titu tio n a liz in g  boys u n d er 14 u n le ss  they  

have v e ry  s e r io u s  em otional d is tu rb a n c e s .

A n in s titu tio n a l study w as conducted by B uikhu isen  and 

H o ek s tra  (1974) in  the N e th e rla n d s . The sam ple  they se le c te d  co n 

s is te d  of 451 m a le  o ffenders  sen ten ced  to im p riso n m e n t and se rv in g  

th e ir  sen ten ce  in  a  p r iso n  fo r  ju v en ile s  a t som e tim e  betw een 1962 

and 1964. A s a  so u rce  of in fo rm atio n , they had  a t th e ir  d isp o sa l 

p en a l d o s s ie r s  w hich c o n s is te d  of such  docum entation  a s  so c ia l 

in q u ir ie s  about the o ffender, p sych o lo g ica l r e p o r ts ,  c r im in a l r e c o rd s ,  

e tc . A p p ro x im a te ly  five y e a r s  a f te r  th e ir  r e le a s e  f ro m  p riso n , the 

au th o rs  ag a in  checked the c r im in a l re c o rd s  of th e se  o ffen d ers  to  

d e te rm in e  w hich of them  h ad  b een  reco n v ic ted . This p ro v ed  to be 

the c a se  fo r  69% of th e ir  sam p le , a  d iscou rag ing ly  high p e rc e n ta g e .
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On th a t b a s is ,  they d iv ided  th is  g roup  in to  two c a te g o r ie s :  th o se  who 

had  b een  rec o n v ic te d  ( re c id iv is ts ,  N = 310) and th o se  who h ad  not 

(n o n -re c id iv is ts , N = 141).

They nex t s e le c te d  22 v a r ia b le s  fro m  p r is o n e r  d o s s ie r s .  

T hese  v a r ia b le s  c o n s is te d  la rg e ly  of p e rso n a l and fam ily  background  

c h a r a c te r is t ic s .  A ll 22 ite m s  w e re  d icho tom ized  to  a s s e s s  the 

im p o rta n c e  of th e se  v a r ia b le s  re g a rd in g  re c id iv is m .

B u ikhu isen  and  H o e k s tra  found th a t 10 i te m s  d iffe re n tia te d  

sig n ifican tly  betw een  re c id iv is ts  and n o n - re c id iv is ts .  They a lso  

found m o re  re c id iv is m  am ong o ffen d e rs  who w ere  u n m a rr ie d , cam e 

f ro m  a  b ro k en  hom e, e x p e rie n c ed  a  n egative  a tm o sp h e re  a t hom e, 

had  sib lings w ith  c r im in a l  r e c o rd s ,  h ad  been  r e a r e d  in  in s titu tio n s  

fo r som e tim e , had  m oved  re la tiv e ly  o ften  b e fo re  they  w ere  sen 

ten ced  to im p riso n m en t, h ad  b een  su b jec ted  to a  p s y c h ia tr ic  re p o r t ,  

had  m any p rev io u s  co n v ic tio n s and  sp en t a  r e la tiv e ly  long tim e  in 

p r iso n  and, fin a lly , h ad  b een  o rd e re d  to  be d e ta in ed  a t  the q u ee n 's  

p le a s u re .

The au th o rs  b e liev e d  th a t the  re la tio n sh ip  of th ese  v a r ia b le s  

w ith  re c id iv ism  w as r a th e r  w eak, and  th a t only two of th ese  ten  

v a r ia b le s  re a lly  co n tr ib u te d  to  r e c id iv is m -- th e  n u m b er of p rev io u s  

conv ic tions and the n u m b er of t im e s  the o ffender m oved  b e fo re  he 

w as sen ten ced  to im p riso n m e n t. The p e rce n tag e  of v a r ia n c e  

exp la ined  by th ese  f a c to rs ,  h o w ev er, w as v e ry  sm a ll (2. 56% and
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1. 0% re sp e c tiv e ly ) . T his c le a r ly  i l lu s tra te d , acco rd in g  to 

B u ikhu isen  and  H o e k s tra , tha t when co n s id e red  s e p a ra te ly , the s ig n i

f ic a n c e  of th e se  v a r ia b le s  w as n eg lig ib le . F ro m  th e  po in t of view  of 

p re d ic tio n , the ind iv idual co n trib u tio n  of each  v a r ia b le  w as not s ig n i

f ic an t.

T h e re fo re , B uikhu isen  and H o ek stra , in  o rd e r  to a s s e s s  the 

to ta l cap ac ity  of th e ir  22 v a r ia b le s  to  p re d ic t re c id iv ism , ca lcu la ted  

a  m u ltip le  c o r re la t io n  coeffic ien t. A value of 0. 41 w as found, w hich 

in d ica ted  th a t a l l  to g e th e r  th e ir  v a r ia b le s  could exp la in  17% of the 

v a r ia n c e . By m ean s  of a  coeffic ien t of a lien a tio n  (G uilford , 1965), 

they  could  e s tim a te  the p e rce n tag e  red u c tio n  e r r o r s  o r  p re d ic tio n  

of re c id iv is m  fro m  the  se le c te d  v a r ia b le s . T h is red u c tio n  was about 

10%, a  p e rc en ta g e  so sm all th a t p re d ic tio n  a tte m p ts  b a se d  on th o se  

v a r ia b le s  w as not w a rra n ted .

In th e ir  r e s e a r c h ,  B uikhuisen  and H o e k s tra  o b se rv ed  th a t 

th e r e  had  not been  m uch in teg ra tio n  of c rim in o lo g ica l th e o r ie s  in 

re c id iv is m  s tu d ie s . They fe lt th is  w as re m a rk a b le  in th a t th e se  

th e o r ie s  r e f e r r e d  to the etio logy of c r im e  and som e of them  should have 

a  d i r e c t  b ea rin g  on the  way e x -co n v ic ts  develop . With r e g a rd  to  th is  

concep t, they then  ap p lied  S u th e rlan d 's  th eo ry  of "D iffe ren tia l A sso 

c ia tio n "  to the data  con ta ined  in  th e ir  r e s e a rc h . T h e ir  con ten tion  was 

th a t a s so c ia tin g  w ith delinquen ts w as of c ru c ia l  im p o rtan ce  in  b eco m 

ing a  delinquent. They b e liev ed  th a t such a  re la tio n sh ip  could  be put
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in  an  in v e rse  w a y --c e a s in g  to m a in ta in  con tac t w ith delinquen ts  w as 

p rogno  s tic a lly  fav o rab le . If th is  deduction  w as c o r re c t ,  they 

ex p ec ted  to find le s s  re c id iv ism  am ong ex -co n v ic ts  who had le ft the 

neighborhood  they  u sed  to liv e  in. They te s te d  th is  assu m p tio n  by 

c o m p arin g  the  re c id iv ism  r a te s  of ex -c o n v ic ts  who re tu rn e d  to th e ir  

f o rm e r  a d d re s s  a f te r  r e le a s e  w ith th o se  of e x -p r is o n e rs  who m oved 

to a n o th e r  neighborhood . If th e ir  a ssu m p tio n  w as c o r re c t ,  they could 

ex p ec t to find  the  follow ing re la tio n sh ip s :

(1) T h e re  should be le s s  re c id iv ism  am ong delinquents who 
h ad  m oved  to an o th er a re a , and

(2) M oving to an o th e r a re a  should  de lay  the o n se t of r e c id i
v ism .

To te s t  th e i r  h y p o th esis , B u ikhu isen  and H o e k s tra  d ivided 

th e ir  sam p le  in to  two g ro u p s -- th o se  who re tu rn e d  to th e ir  fo rm e r  

a d d re s s  a f te r  being  re le a s e d  fro m  p r is o n  and those  who m oved to 

a n o th e r  a re a .  T h e ir  r e s u l ts  w e re  in  a c co rd a n ce  w ith  th e ir  f i r s t  

a ssu m p tio n : the p e rce n ta g e  of su b jec ts  re c o n v ic te d  a f te r  th e ir  

r e le a s e  fro m  p r is o n  was s ig n ifican tly  lo w e r  in  the group who d id  not 

r e tu r n  to th e ir  fo rm e r  re s id e n c e .

T h e ir  second  hyp o th esis  w as th a t m oving should  delay  the 

o n se t of re c id iv ism . To te s t  th is , they  c a lcu la ted  fo r  those m o v ers  

and n o n -m o v e rs  who re la p se d  into c r im e  (N = 310) the leng th  of tim e 

b e tw een  r e le a s e  and  the nex t offense co m m itted . F o r  the m o v e rs , 

the a v e ra g e  tim e  w as 18 m onths, fo r  the n o n -m o v e rs , 11 m onths, a
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d iffe ren ce  w hich p ro v ed  to be of s ta t is t ic a l  s ig n ifican ce . T hese  

re s u l ts  sup p o rt th e ir  second  hy p o th esis .

B uikhuisen  and H o e k s tra  e s ta b lish e d  an  in v e rse  re la tio n sh ip  

betw een m oving and re c id iv ism . They suggested  th a t th is  re la p se  

into c r im e  m igh t be d e te rm in e d  by e x te rn a l fa c to rs ,  bu t o th e r  m o re  

indiv idual t r a i t s  can  be d is tin g u ish ed  w hich m ay  have som e b earin g , 

too, upon the fu tu re  developm ent of ex -co n v ic ts . They fe lt, ex cep t

ing fo r p r a c t ic a l  p u rp o se s , the d is tin c tio n  betw een in te rn a l  and 

ex te rn a l fa c to rs ,  th a t i t  w as rea so n ab le  to a ssu m e  th a t the p o ten tia l 

p o sitiv e  e ffec t of m oving w as dependent on the c h a ra c te r  of the c r im -  

inogenetic  fa c to rs  o p era tin g .

In conclusion , th e ir  r e s u l ts  support the th e s is  th a t delinquency 

is  a  function  of both  en v iro n m en ta l and indiv idual f a c to rs ,  an  o b se rv a 

tion  w ell-know n bu t too n eg lec ted  in ou r p red o m in an tly  u n i-d isc ip lin e d  

c rim in o lo g ica l th e o r ie s .

The fin a l study of juven ile  in s titu tio n a l re c id iv ism  th a t we 

w ill d isc u ss  w as conducted by V ic to r S epsi (1971). The p u rp o se  of 

h is  r e s e a rc h  w as to in v estig a te  s ta t is t ic a lly  the re la tio n sh ip s  betw een 

p e rso n a l v a r ia b le s  w hich d is tin g u ish  betw een fem ale  ju v en ile  r e c id i

v is ts  and n o n -re c id iv is ts .

S epsi defined  re c id iv ism  a s  an  o b se rv ab le  ev en t c h a ra c te r iz e d  

by an in d iv id u a l’s re la p se  in to  b eh av io rs  p re s c r ib e d  by soc ie ty  a f te r  

punitive o r  re h a b ilita tiv e  tre a tm e n t h as  been  applied . The C h a ra c te r
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is t ic  com m on to  a l l  r e c id iv is ts  i s ,  th e re fo re , the fa ilu re  to m odify 

p e rso n a l b eh av io rs  to w ard  co n fo rm ity  w ith c u ltu ra lly  approved  va lu es .

When juven ile  re c id iv is m  is  defined  a s  fa i lu re  during  the p e r 

iod of p a ro le , the a v e ra g e  ju v en ile  r e c iv is m  r a te  fo r  a ll  U nited S ta tes  

in s titu tio n s  se rv in g  de linquen t ch ild re n  w as about 28% in  1964, the date 

o f the la te s t  delinquency cen su s . In view  of the r is in g  c r im e  ra te ,  

th is  f ig u re  is  p ro b ab ly  n o t r e p re s e n ta tiv e  of the s itu a tio n  today. But, 

if th e  defin ition  of re c id iv is m  is  ex tended  to include fa ilu re s  a f te r  the 

p e r io d  of p a ro le , ju v en ile  re c id iv ism  r a te s  sw ell to  even m o re  than 

80% (Sepsi, 1974:70).

S epsi a tte m p ts  to d isc o v e r  w hether v a r ia b le s  ro u tin e ly  m a in 

ta in ed  in  the in s titu tio n a l r e c o rd s  of fem ale  ju v en ile  delinquents 

could  iden tify  high r is k  r e c id iv is ts .  H is study w as only co n cern ed  

w ith g ir ls ;  o th e r  s tu d ies  have in v e s tig a te d  juven ile  m a le s  w ith no p r e 

v ious s tu d ies  u sin g  tech n iq u es  concern ing  juven ile  fe m a le s . R ec id i

v is ts  w ere  defined  a s  g i r ls  on p a ro le  fo r  the f i r s t  tim e  fro m  s ta te  

tra in in g  in s titu tio n s  who w ere  re tu rn e d  to the in s titu tio n  fo r  v io la tion  

of p a ro le , who w ere  re c o m m itte d  to the Ohio Youth C o m m issio n , o r 

who a p p ea re d  in  a h ig h e r  c o u r t w hile on p a ro le  and w ere  sen ten ced  to 

a n o th e r  c o r re c tio n a l in s titu tio n . N o n -re c id iv is ts , co n v erse ly , w ere  

th o se  g ir ls  who w ere  s t i l l  on p a ro le  w ithout having  th e ir  p a ro le s  

revoked , who had been  d isc h a rg e d , and who had no fu r th e r  re c o rd  of 

in s titu tio n a liza tio n .
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The 210 su b jec ts  invo lved  in  the study w ere  draw n f ro m  the 

to ta l population  of 715 g i r l s .  Of a ll the g i r ls  p a ro le d  during  th is  

p e rio d , about 42% w ere  r e c id iv is ts ,  a  f ig u re  co m p atib le  w ith  a  40% 

re c id iv ism  r a te  re p o r te d  by  a  s im ila r  in s titu tio n  in  W isconsin  fo r  the 

sam e  y e a r . A m in im um  of 12 m onths on p a ro le  s e rv e d  a s  a  b a s is  fo r  

d ividing the sam p le  in to  re c id iv is ts  and n o n - re c id iv is ts .  D uring  th is  

p e r io d , 115 g i r l s  w ere  r e tu rn e d  to tra in in g  sch o o ls  fo r  the f i r s t  tim e . 

Of th e se , 10 had  re tu rn e d  f o r  a  th ird  c o m m itm en t during  the p e r io d  

u n d e r in v estig a tio n  and  w e re  e lim in a te d  a s  n o t fu lf illin g  the defin ition  

of f i r s t - t im e  r e c id iv is ts .  The rem ain in g  l i s t  of 105 g i r l s  co n s titu ted  

the re c id iv is t  population .

U niform  a v a ila b ility  and  o b jec tiv ity  w e re  the two m a jo r  c r i 

te r ia  u se d  fo r  the se le c tio n  of ite m s  included  in  th is  study. W ell- 

kep t r e c o rd s  w ith  s tan d a rd  fo rm s  p ro v id e d  re a d y  a c c e s s  to d a ta  in  

m o s t in s ta n c e s . T h e re  w e re , how ever, v a r ia t io n s  in the th o ro u g h 

n e s s  w ith  w hich som e fo rm s  w e re  co m p le ted  and , so m e tim e s , am b ig 

uous te rm in o lo g y  clouded sp ec ific  is s u e s .  In such  c a s e s , d a ta  could 

s t i l l  be  ob ta ined  f ro m  o th e r  fo rm s  and  so m e tim es  f ro m  n a r ra t iv e  

su m m a rie s . A n ex am in a tio n  of the v a r ia b le s  re v e a le d  th a t they could 

be d iv ided  into s ix  a r e a s  of in v estig a tio n . The f i r s t  a r e a  re la te d  to 

p h y s ic a l c h a ra c te r is t ic s  such a s  s ize , d isa b ility , r a c e ,  and  d e fo rm 

ity , b u t none of the v a r ia b le s  w ith in  th is  a r e a  w as found to be  s ig n i

fic an tly  a s so c ia te d  w ith re c id iv ism .
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T he second a r e a  in  S e p s is ' in v es tig a tio n  involved  in te lle c tu a l 

and educational c h a ra c te r is t ic s  w hich inc luded  school g rad e  com 

p le ted , n u m b er of g ra d e s  re ta rd e d , IQ s c o re s , and schoo l b eh av io rs . 

The one v a r ia b le  found to be s ig n ifican t in  th is  a r e a  sug g ested  th a t 

n o n -re c id iv is ts  tended  to co m p le te  m o re  y e a r s  of fo rm a l education  

than  re c id iv is ts .

The th ird  a r e a  of in v e s tig a tio n  involved v a rio u s  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  

of the s u b je c t's  fam ily . The p re se n c e  of e i th e r  o r  both n a tu ra l p a re n ts  

in  the hom e, d a ta  d e sc rip tiv e  of n a tu ra l  s te p -p a re n ts ,  and  in fo rm atio n  

re la tin g  to  s ib lin g s  and  s te p -s ib lin g s  c o m p rise d  th is  a r e a  of in v e s ti

gation . T h ree  v a r ia b le s  w ere  found to be sign ifican t: (a) g ir ls  w hose 

n a tu ra l  f a th e rs  w ere  a liv e  tended  to re c id iv a te ; (b) g i r l s  whose p resE n t 

f a th e rs  w e re  p rev io u s ly  m a r r ie d  ten d ed  no t to re c id iv a te ; (c) g i r ls  

w ith young fa th e rs  tended  to re c id iv a te . I t  should  be n o ted  th a t the 

second and th ird  ite m s  did not n e c e s s a r i ly  r e f e r  to the g i r l 's  b io log

ic a l  fa th e r ,  but r a th e r  to the m a le  h ead  of h e r  househo ld .

The fo u rth  a r e a  of in v es tig a tio n  co n cern ed  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  of 

the g i r l 's  hom e b e fo re  co m m itm en t. G ir ls  who had  b een  living w ith 

re la t iv e s  o th e r  than  th e ir  im m ed ia te  fam ily  o r  in  a  f o s te r  hom e b e fo re  

co m m itm en t w ere  m o re  lik e ly  to re c id iv a te , w hile th o se  g ir ls  liv ing  

w ith  th e ir  fam ily  o r  in  som e in s titu tio n a l se ttin g  w ere  m o re  lik e ly  to 

succeed .

S e p s is ' fifth  a r e a  of in v es tig a tio n  r e la te d  to the su b je c t's
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p sy c h o so c ia l h is to ry  b efo re  the  tim e  of h e r  com m itm en t to the t r a in 

ing schoo l. Ten v a r ia b le s  w e re  found to be  s ign ifican t: (a) g ir ls  

who h ad  b een  p rev io u s ly  p laced  on p ro b a tio n  and (b) th o se  who com 

m itte d  offenses w hile on p ro b a tio n  tended  to re c id iv a te . In c o n tra s t,

(c) g i r l s  who had b een  p rev io u s ly  given a suspended  sen ten ce  and

(d) th o se  who had  no t co m m itted  an offense w hile s ti l l  on a  suspended 

sen ten ce  tended no t to  re c id iv a te ; (e) the younger the  g ir l  a t h e r  f i r s t  

c o u r t ap p earan ce  and (f) the younger the g i r l  a t the tim e of h e r  com 

m itm en t, the m o re  lik e ly  w as she to fa i l  w hile on p a ro le ; (g) g ir ls  

who co m m it the m o s t com m on types of o ffenses w ere  lik e ly  to r e c i 

d iv a te , w hile g ir ls  who com m it unu su a l o ffenses w ere  m o re  likely  to 

succeed ; (h) g ir ls  who h ad  been  p rev io u s ly  p laced  in  a p r iv a te  o r  

county tra in in g  schoo l and  (i) th o se  who had  p rev io u s ly  been  in  a 

m e n ta l h o sp ita l tended  to re c id iv a te ; and (j) g i r l s  who re c e iv e d  a fu ll 

d iag n o stic  study a t  th e  tim e of com m itm en t and those  who re c e iv e d

a  fu ll d iag n o stic  study  e a r l i e r  o r  a t an o th e r agency tended  to r e c id i

v a te .

T he six th  a r e a  of in v e stig a tio n  c e n te re d  on tra in in g  schools 

and p a ro le  fa c to rs  and  th re e  v a r ia b le s  w e re  found to be s ign ifican t:

(a) g i r l s  who had b e e n  p laced  in  lo w er g rad es  a t the tra in in g  school 

and (b) those  who w e re  younger a t  the tim e  of p a ro le  tended  to r e c i 

d iva te ; and (c) g i r l s  who w ere  p a ro le d  to  live  w ith re la t iv e s  o th e r 

than  th e ir  im m ed ia te  fam ily  o r  in a  fo s te r  hom e tended to re c id iv a te .
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S ep si concluded that the r e s u l ts  of h is study w ere  lim ite d  by 

the av a ila b ility  of life  h is to ry  data  and the se le c tiv e  p u rp o se  of in s t i 

tu tiona l r e c o rd s .  H ow ever, he po in ted  out th a t s ig n ifican t v a r ia b le s  

did not r e f le c t  the p e c u lia r i tie s  of in s titu tio n a l p o licy  in  tra in in g  

p ro g ra m s . He fe lt  th is  was no t re m a rk a b le , s ince  s ta t is t ic a l  r e p o r ts  

suggest only m o d est d iffe ren ces  in the su c c e ss  r a te  of in s titu tio n s  

w ith b ro a d  d iffe ren ces  in  po licy  and p ro g ram m in g . S epsi b e liev ed  

th a t h is  study tended  to support the th eo ry  th a t the ro o ts  of d e lin 

quency m igh t be found in fa m ilia l  p a tte rn s  of in cu ltu ra tio n . He q u e s

tioned  w hether the r ig id  and soc ia lly  iso la te d  ex p erien ce  of a  tra in in g  

school te ach es  the delinquent anything a t  a l l  about liv ing h a rm o n io u s ly  

in  a  flu id  and p lu ra lis t ic  socie ty .

The S epsi study concludes o u r rev iew  of the l i te r a tu r e  c o n c e rn 

ing juven ile  re c id iv ism . We w ill now focus on c r i t ic is m s  involving 

the r e s e a r c h  m ethodology of such s tu d ies .

R e se a rc h  C r itic ism s

T he f i r s t  a tta c k  p e r ta in s  to the " fa ilu re "  of c o r re la t io n  te c h 

n iques to re la te  any m eaningfu l in fo rm atio n  co n cern in g  s tu d ies  of 

c r im e  and delinquency. P i t i r im  Sorokin re la te d  that:

A m ultitude of c o r re la t io n a l  s tu d ies  in v estig a ted  the 
re la tio n sh ip  betw een in te llig en ce  and c r im in a lity  in  som e 
163, 000 c a se s  in a ll. C. F . C h a s s e l lh a s  c a re fu lly  
sum m ed up the re s u l ts  of the bulk of such  s tu d ie s . In the 
f i r s t  p lace , the r e s u l ts  of the v a rio u s  s tu d ie s  a re  c o n tra 
d ic to ry , som e exhib iting  a  p o s itiv e  and o th e rs  a  negative

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



4 1

re la tio n sh ip  betw een  th ese  v a r ia b le s , som e a  c lo se  and 
o th e rs  a  v e ry  re m o te  re la tio n sh ip . The co effic ien ts  of 
c o r re la tio n  betw een  these  v a r ia b le s  ran g e  f ro m  m in u s 
. 52 to p lus . 76. About as  c o n tra d ic to ry  and d isco rd an t 
a r e  the co effic ien ts  of c o r re la tio n  betw een  delinquency 
and i l l i te ra c y , delinquency, and am ount of schooling, 
c r im in a lity  and school p ro g re s s ,  delinquency  and edu ca
tio n a l ach iev em en t; in te llig en ce  and m o ra lity . Thus, 
a f te r  a  m u ltitude  of pa instak ing  c o r re la tio n a l s tu d ies , 
the c o n tra d ic to r in e s s  of th e ir  "ex ac t"  co effic ien ts  of 
c o r re la tio n  le av e s  u s  as  ig n o ra n t a s  e v e r  abou t the r e a l  
re la tio n sh ip  betw een  th ese  v a r ia b le s  of c r im in a li ty -d e lin 
quency and in te llig en ce . The h o p e le s sn e ss  of the situation  
is  ag g rav a ted  by the fa c t th a t th e se  s tu d ies  do not give to 
u s  an ob jec tive  b a s is  fo r  deciding w hich of th e se  d isc o rd 
an t co effic ien ts  a r e  valid , and w hich a re  not. (H irsch i & 
Selvin, 1967:17)

A re sp o n se  to the a tta c k  by Sorokin  w as m ade by the au th o rs, 

H irs c h i and Selvin. They b e liev ed  th a t although Sorokin  sp rin k led  

the w o rd  c o r re la tio n  l ib e ra lly  throughout h is  p a s sa g e  in  an  ap p aren t 

a tte m p t to e s ta b lish  i t s  g u ilt by a s so c ia tio n , he o ffe red  no evidence 

th a t the c o r re la t io n  co e ffic ien t is  in  any way to b lam e fo r  the incon

s is te n c ie s  it h as  he lp ed  to  re v e a l. As a m a t te r  of fa c t, they  believed  

th a t in  the ch ap te r im m ed ia te ly  follow ing h is  a tta c k  on the c o rre la tio n  

co e ffic ien t, Sorokin p re se n te d  a  d e ta iled  (if h eav ily  overdraw n) a rg u 

m e n t on why a tw o -v a riab le  re la tio n  should v a ry  f ro m  one study to 

the nex t. They su g g ested  th a t th is  ex o n e ra ted  the c o r re la t io n  coeffi

c ien t.

A no ther c r i t ic is m  o ffe red  by Sorokin w as th a t s ta t is t ic a l  

m e th o d s  could not p re d ic t  the s ta te s  of single u n its  in  m a ss  phenom 

ena. He c ited  a s  an  exam ple  tha t s ta t is t ic s  show 72% of p a ro le d
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c r im in a ls  w ith  a  c e r ta in  b ackground  and c e r ta in  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  m ak e  

good. T his p re d ic tio n  did  not, h o w ev er, in su re  th a t J .  B row n, who 

h a s  the sam e background  and  t r a i t s ,  w ould n e c e s s a r i ly  m ak e  good 

h is  p a ro le , o r  th a t M. Jo n e s , who h a s  a  d iffe re n t b ackground  and 

d iffe ren t t r a i t s ,  w ould n e c e s s a r i ly  v io la te  h is  p a ro le .

H irsc h i and  Selvin re sp o n d ed  to th is  second  c r i t ic is m  p ro v id e d  

by  Sorokin. They b e liev ed  th a t p r e s e n t  day  s ta t i s t ic a l  p re d ic tio n  w as 

m uch  m o re  e la b o ra te  than  S o ro k in 's  ex am p le . T h is c r i t ic is m  w as 

invalid  on i ts  own g ro u n d s acco rd in g  to H irs c h i and Selvin. S ta tis 

t ic a l  m eth o d s could  p re d ic t  the  s ta te s  of s in g le  u n its , bu t w ere  only 

u n p red ic ta b le  w hen nothing w as know n about the  p ro b a b ilit ie s  of the 

v a r io u s  ou tcom es o r  w hen the  p ro b a b ili t ie s  w e re  eq u a l. N e ith e r of 

th e se  conditions h e ld  in  the c a se  of J .  B row n. The au th o rs  would be 

g lad  to b e t on J .  B ro w n 's  m ak ing  good on p a ro le . Of c o u rse , th is  

p re d ic tio n  does no t in su re  th a t J .  B row n w ould m ake  good, but th is  

fa ilin g  w as no t p e c u lia r  to s ta t i s t ic a l  m eth o d s of p re d ic tio n . The 

c a se  of M. Jo n e s  they  fe lt  to  b e  a n o th e r  m a t te r .  S ince nothing w as 

known about M. J o n e s ' ch an ces  on  p a ro le , i t  w as h a rd ly  f a i r  to say  

th a t know ledge of J .  Brow n te l ls  u s  noth ing  abou t M . Jo n es  and then  

to u se  th is  a s  a  c r i t ic is m  of s ta t i s t ic a l  p re d ic tio n  tech n iq u es .

A m o re  fu n d am en ta l a tta c k  on q u an tita tiv e  delinquency 

r e s e a r c h  cam e f ro m  Irw in  D eu tsch e r, who saw  no po in t in  any study 

of the re la t io n s  betw een v a r ia b le s .  He s ta ted :
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in v e s tig a to rs  have d is s ip a te d  th e ir  r e s e a rc h  e n e rg ie s  
in  a  f ru i t le s s  s e a rc h  fo r  f a c to rs ,  b ew ild erin g  th em se lv es  
w ith the fa lla c io u s  b e h a v io r is tic  a ssu m p tio n  of s tim u lu s -  
re sp o n se  in  the f r u i t le s s  q u es t fo r "c au se s . " Such a  con
cep tion  of the etio logy  of dev ian t b eh av io r h a s  been  no  m o re  
p ro d u c tiv e  than  the  e a r l i e r  a ssu m p tio n  th a t people who 
m isb eh av e  a r e  inherently  dep rav ed , e i th e r  a s  a  r e s u l t  of 
the in fluence  of the dev il o r  the d e fec tiv en ess  of th e ir  
g enetic  co m p o sitio n . The o ld e r  a ssu m p tio n  a t  le a s t  had  
the advan tage of not being as  w astefu l of r e s e a r c h  funds, 
in te lle c tu a l e n e rg ie s , o r  c lin ic a l tim e  . . . .  We have 
b een  tra v e lin g  up a  d ead -en d  ro ad  in  ou r f ru i t le s s  s e a rc h  
for- s im p le  c a u se -a n d -e f fe c t re la tio n sh ip s  in  o u r q u est fo r 
f a c to rs ,  t r a i t s ,  and c h a ra c te r is t ic s .  (H irsch i & Selvin,
1967:20)

D e u tsc h e r’s a rg u m e n ts  a r e  m uch  lijce those  e x p re s se d  by 

H e rb e r t  B lu m e r in  h is  1956 p re s id e n tia l  a d d re s s  to the A m erican  

S ocio log ica l A sso c ia tio n , and D eu tsch e r h as  s in ce  gone on to  develop 

th e se  v iew s in  h is  own p re s id e n tia l  a d d re ss  to the Society fo r  the 

Study of S ocia l P ro b le m s  in  1965.

H irs c h i and  Selvin  con tended  tha t both m en  fa ile d  in th e ir  cen 

t r a l  ta s k - - to  d e m o n s tra te  th a t q uan tita tive  r e s e a r c h  of the k ind  w as 

f r u i t le s s  and fa lla c io u s .

They reco g n ized , h o w ev er, th a t B lu m e r ’s and  D e u tsc h e r 's  

c r i t ic i s m  of q u an tita tiv e  r e s e a r c h  cam e fro m  re je c tio n  of th e se  a s su m p 

tions and  not f ro m  ex am in a tio n  of a c tu a l s tu d ie s . B lu m er ig n o red  

ev ery th in g  beyond the s im p le s t tw o -v a riab le  re la tio n , and D eu tsch er 

u se d  the  d isp a r ity  be tw een  a ttitu d e s  and b eh av io r a s  a  club to b e la b o r  

a ll of q u an tita tiv e  r e s e a r c h  w ithout recogn iz ing  th a t quan tita tive  

r e s e a r c h  h e lp ed  re v e a l  the d isc rep an cy  upon w hich he based  h is  a tta c k
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w ithout reco g n iz in g  the  q u an tita tiv e  p ro c e d u re s  n eed  no t depend on 

q u es tio n n a ire  da ta  and, indeed , w ithout reco g n iz in g  th a t quan tita tive  

r e s e a r c h e r s  need  not and do no t a ssu m e  p e r fe c t  congruence betw een 

w ords and  deeds.

H irs c h i and  Selvin  w e re  d is s a tis f ie d  w ith  th e  g lobal a n ti-p o s i

tiv ism  re p re s e n te d  by D e u tsc h e r  and  B lu m e r. They f e l t  the a lleg ed  

chaos in  delinquency r e s e a r c h  w as p a r t ly  a  r e s u l t  of the  wide ran g e  

of a ssu m p tio n s  i ts  c r i t ic s  b ro u g h t to b e a r  on judgm en ts  of i ts  a d e 

quacy. With th is  in  m ind , th is  study  w ill n ex t focus on m o re  g en e ric  

c r i t ic is m  of ju v en ile  re c id iv is m  r e s e a rc h .

B u ikhu isen  and H o e k s tra  (1974) b e liev ed  th a t the g re a t  m a jo r 

ity  of s tu d ies  have been  b a se d  upon ex isting  r e p o r ts  of delinquents; 

in  only a  few  c a s e s  have a u th o rs  co llec ted  th e ir  d a ta  by d ire c tly  

in te rv iew in g  o r te stin g  th e  o ffe n d e rs . R e s e a rc h e r s ,  w orking w ith 

ex is tin g  r e c o rd s ,  le f t th em  w ith  qu estio n s about the re l ia b il i ty  and 

v a lid ity  of the data.

F ro m  a s ta t is t ic a l  po in t of view , they  be liev ed  too m any 

stu d ies  w ere  r a th e r  u n so p h is tic a te d . O ften no t e s t  of s ign ificance  

has  been  app lied . The m a jo r i ty  of r e s e a r c h e r s  r e s o r te d  to u n iv a r

ia te  a n a ly s is , w ith  m u ltiv a r ia te  a n a ly s is  being  the  exception .

B u ikhu isen  and H o e k s tra  concluded th e ir  c r i t ic is m  w ith the 

fa c t  th a t i t  w as s tr ik in g  fo r  them  to see th a t th e re  was h a rd ly  any 

in te g ra tio n  of c r im in o lo g ic a l th e o r ie s  in  r e s e a r c h  w ith r e g a rd  to
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re c id iv ism . They fe lt  the  consequences of a  la rg e  n u m b er of s tu d ies  

have been n eg lec ted  and th a t the im p ac t of soc io log ica lly  o r ie n te d  

th e o r ie s , like d iffe re n tia l a sso c ia tio n , d iffe re n tia l opportun ity , e t c . , 

on c rim in o lo g ica l thinking w as a lm o s t com ple te ly  ab sen t. T h e re fo re , 

they  contended th a t re c id iv ism  s tu d ie s , un fo rtunate ly , e x is t quite 

independently .

T his f in a l com m entary  concludes o u r d isc u ss io n  of r e s e a r c h  

c r i t ic is m s .  We have rev iew ed  te n  ju v en ile  re c id iv ism  s tu d ie s , five  

being  n o n -in s titu tio n a l in  n a tu re  and the o th e r  five having in s titu tio n a l 

o r ig in s -  F ro m  the rev iew  i t  w as ap p a ren t th a t r e s e a r c h e r s  d id find  

d istingu ish ing  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  reg a rd in g  ju v en ile s  who re c id iv a te  and 

th o se  who do not. H ow ever, find ings w ere  n o t a lw ays com patib le .

With th is  in  m ind, we w ill fo rm u la te  and te s t  o u r own h y p o th eses.

By doing th is  we w ill be ab le  to co m p are  o u r findings w ith r e s u l ts  

f ro m  som e of the  p rev io u sly  c ited  s tu d ie s .

H ypotheses

B ased  upon the rev iew  of the l i te ra tu r e  and  re la te d  id e a s  d is 

cu ssed  e a r l ie r ,  the  follow ing te s ta b le  hyp o th eses w ere  fo rm u la ted :

I. M ale juven ile  o ffenders  w ill ex p erien ce  a h ig h er ra te  
of re c id iv ism  than  fem ale  juven ile  o ffenders.

II. Ju v en ile  o ffenders  who a re  o ld e r  in  age w ill ex p erien ce  
a  h ig h e r  ra te  of re c id iv ism  than  those  juven ile  o ffen d ers  
who a r e  younger in age.
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HI. N on-w hite ju v en ile  o ffenders w ill ex p e rien ce  a  h ig h e r  
r a te  of re c id iv ism  than  w hite juven ile  o ffen d ers .

IV. Ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ith school p ro b le m s w ill e x p e r 
ien ce  a  h ig h e r  r a te  of re c id iv ism  than  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  
w ithout school p ro b le m s .

V. Ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who com e fro m  a b roken  hom e w ill 
e x p e rie n c e  a h ig h e r ra te  of re c id iv ism  than  those  
ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who com e fro m  hom es th a t a r e  in ta c t.

VI. Ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who com m it s e r io u s  o ffenses w ill 
e x p e rie n c e  a h ig h e r r a te  of re c id iv ism  than  those  
ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who com m it s ta tu s  o ffen ses.

VIE. Ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who m ove often  w ill e x p e rie n ce  a
h ig h e r  r a te  of re c id iv ism  than  those  juven ile  o ffen d ers  
who do not m ove often.

VIII. Ju v e n ile  o ffen d ers  who p o s se s s  low in te llig en ce  q u o tien ts  
w ill e x p e rien ce  a  h ig h e r  ra te  of re c id iv ism  than  th o se  
ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who p o s se s s  high in te llig en ce  q u o tien ts .

H opefully , by exam ining  the above hy p o th eses, u sing  d a ta  a c q u ired  

fro m  an  a c tu a l  ju v en ile  co u rt se tting , we w ill be ab le  to d e te rm in e  

w h eth er o r  n o t th e re  e x is t  d istingu ish ing  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  p e r tin e n t to 

ju v en ile  re c id iv is m . We m ay  a lso , th rough  o u r find ings, su p p o rt or 

c o n tra d ic t the  p re v io u s ly  c ited  r e s e a r c h  m en tioned  in  th is  ch a p te r . 

B efo re  doing th is , we w ill beg in  d isc u ss io n  of the d a ta  and r e s e a r c h  

m ethodology concern ing  the e ig h t fo rm u la ted  hy p o th eses in  the su c 

ceeding c h a p te r .
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CHAPTER HI

METHODOLOGY

Setting

A ll of the 419 su b jec ts  involved  in  th is  study cam e fro m  a  

county juven ile  co u rt sy s tem  lo ca ted  in  so u th w este rn  M ichigan. The 

county in q uestion  h as  a  population  of ap p ro x im a te ly  150, 000. T his 

county h as freq u en tly  been  r e f e r r e d  to a s  a  "m ultip le  p ro b le m "  

county w hose w e lfa re  re c ip ie n ts  p e r  cap ita , unem ploym ent, d iv o rce  

r a te ,  in fant m o rta lity , and r a te  of delinquency a r e  am ong the h ig h e s t 

in  the S tate of M ichigan. *

The M ichigan U niform  C rim e  R ep o rt of 1970 r e p o r ts  th a t, in 

te rm s  of re p o rte d  c r im e , th is  county ran k ed  eighth  in  the s ta te , and 

a lso  had  the la r g e s t  in c re a s e  in  c r im e  o v e r the p rev io u s  y e a r . D u r

ing the y e a r s  1970 and 1971, 1, 521 c a s e s  w ere  o ffic ia lly  p e titio n ed  

into th is  co u n ty 's  juven ile  c o u r t sy s te m . In te rm s  of r a c ia l  p ro p o r-  

tionm ent, th is  county w as a p p ro x im a te ly  90% w hite, 8% b lack , the 

rem ain in g  population  co n s is tin g  m ain ly  of S p an ish -A m erican  s.

In 1969 an in take inven to ry  fo rm  w as developed in  o rd e r  to 

m o re  thoroughly  exam ine v a r ia b le s  concern ing  th e ir  c lie n ts . T h is

^M ichigan S tate P lan , pam p h le t p re p a re d  fo r  the M ichigan 
D ep artm en t of M enta l H ealth  and M ichigan D ep artm en t of P u b lic  
H ealth , Ju ly , 1970.

47
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fo rm  w as a lso  e s ta b lish e d  to p ro v id e  the  c o u r t  d ire c to r  w ith b e t te r  

s ta t is t ic a l  d a ta  to a id  in  exam in ing  delinquency  p a tte rn s . Included  in 

th is  fo rm  w ere  33 d iffe ren t v a r ia b le s  concern ing  fam ily  background  

d a ta , p e rso n a l d a ta , leg a l d a ta , and  school da ta . E ach  fo rm  con

ta in ed  ob jec tiv e  and  su b jec tiv e  d a ta  and w as com ple ted  by a  p ro b a tio n  

o ff ic e r  w h en ev er a  youth h ad  b een  fo rm a lly  ad ju d ica ted  w ith in  the 

c o u rt sy s te m .

P ro c e d u re s

T he in te rv iew in g  p ro c e s s  w as the m ean s  by w hich the in fo rm a 

tio n  w as g a th e re d  by each  p ro b a tio n  o ffic e r . E ach  o ffic e r  w as r e s 

p o n sib le  fo r  conducting  in te rv ie w s  w ith  the r e f e r r e d  youth, p a re n ts , 

school a u th o r it ie s ,  p o lice  a u th o r it ie s , so c ia l ag en c ie s , and  any o th e r 

s ig n ifican t p a r ty  invo lved  in  the c a s e . T h is  study in c lu d es  419 ca se s  

and  re p re s e n ts  those  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who w ere  f i r s t  p ro c e s s e d  by 

both  the p ro b a tio n  o ff ic e rs  and  the c le r ic a l  staff. A coding p ro c e 

d u re  w as then  in it ia te d  in  o r d e r  to fa c i l i ta te  the t r a n s f e r  of the in 

fo rm a tio n  f ro m  the in take in v en to ry  fo rm  to IBM c a rd s . Upon com 

p le tio n  q|  the  p ro c e s s in g  of the  419 c a s e s , a  o n e -y e a r  tim e  p e rio d  

w as allow ed  to t r a n s p ir e  in  o rd e r  to a s c e r ta in  the  ex ten t of r e c id i

v ism .

The p r e s e n t  study w as som ew hat lim ite d  in  th a t fu r th e r  t r a c 

ing beyond a  y e a r 's  p e rio d  of tim e  w as found to be too d ifficu lt. In 

M ich igan , when a  youth  re a c h e s  17 y e a r s  of age, he o r  she is
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u su a lly  d ropped fro m  the Ju v e n ile  C o u rt ju r isd ic tio n . If he o r she 

beco m es a  " re c id iv is t"  beyond h is  17th b irth d ay , the Ju v en ile  C o u rt 

sy stem  u su a lly  does not have know ledge of th is  fac t. A nother l im it

ing fa c to r  w as th a t once a y o u n g s te r  tu rn e d  17, the m ob ility  of th is  

age group in c r e a s e s  g re a tly , ag a in  m aking tra c k in g  v e ry  d ifficu lt.

T h is study defined re c id iv is t  a s  any y o u n g ste r  who has o ffic i

a lly  been  ad ju d ica ted  by the c o u r t m o re  than  one tim e . T h is  inc ludes 

both ju v en ile s  who w ere  e i th e r  u n d e r the c o u r t  ju r is d ic t io n  a t the 

tim e  of com m itting  an o th e r o ffense  o r  who h ad  b een  w ith the co u rt 

p re v io u s ly  and had  th e ir  c a s e s  o ffic ia lly  c lo se d  and re tu rn e d  to the 

co u rt fo r  a n o th e r  o ffense . Of the 419 su b jec ts  in  the study, the ages 

of the youth ran g ed  fro m  s ix  y e a r s  to 17 y e a r s .  A m a jo r ity  of the 

youths w ere  in  the 14 th rough  16 y e a r  ca teg o ry . Of the to ta l popu la

tion  of 419, 310 w ere  boys, of w hich 141 w e re  re c id iv is ts ,  and 109 

w ere  g i r ls ,  of w hich 27 w ere  re c id iv is ts .

V a ria b le s  and In s tru m e n ts  

The r e la te d  l i te r a tu r e  h as  led  th is  study to exam ine nine 

v a r ia b le s  out of a  to ta l  of 33 in  the in take in v en to ry  fo rm . T hese 

v a r ia b le s  w ere  a s  follow s: (1) sex; (2) age a t  f i r s t  r e f e r r a l ;  (3) ra c e ;  

(4) school p ro b le m s; (5) b ro k en  hom e; (6) s e r io u sn e ss  of offense;

(7) r e s id e n tia l  m o b ility ; (8) in te llig en ce  quotien t; and (9) re c id iv ism .

T hese  v a r ia b le s  ap p ea re d  in  the o r ig in a l in take in v en to ry  

fo rm  a s  follow s:
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1. Sex

M ale
F em ale

2. A ge a t  F i r s t  R e fe r ra l

U nder 12 
12 -  1 2 /6  
12/6 -  13
13 - 13/6 
13/6  -  14
14 - 14/6 
14/6  - 15
15 - 15/6 
15/6  -  16
16 -  1 6 / 6  
16/6 - 17

3. R ace

White
N on-w hite

4. School A d ju stm en t

A cceptab le  
N ot accep tab le

5. M a rita l  S tatus of N a tu ra l/L e g a l P a re n ts  - B ro k en  Home

In tac t 
N ot in ta c t

6. F i r s t  R e fe rre d  O ffense - S e rio u sn ess  of O ffense 

F elony
M isd em ean o r 
Juven ile  offense

7. R esidence C hanges in  P a s t  F ive  Y ears  

None
One o r two 
T h ree  o r  m o re
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8. In te llig en ce  Q uotient

U nder 80 
80 - 89 
90 - 110 
110 p lus

9. P re v io u s  C o u rt R eco rd  - R ec id iv ism

Y es
No

The f i r s t  v a r ia b le , sex, w as se le c ted  to d e te rm in e  sexual 

d iffe ren ce s  concern ing  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  and re c id iv ism  ra te s .

The second v a r ia b le , age a t  f i r s t  r e f e r r a l ,  w as se le c te d  to  

d e te rm in e  age a t f i r s t  r e f e r r a l .  It w as not a  b ir th d a te  a s  such, but 

m e a su re d  in  te rm s  of s ix -m o n th  in te rv a ls .

The th ird  v a r ia b le , r a c e , w as se le c te d  in  o rd e r  to d e te rm in e  

r a c ia l  p e rc e n ta g e s  w ith in  the ju v en ile  c o u r t sy s tem . The non-w hite  

c la s s if ic a tio n  u sed  in  th is  study in c lu d es  12 S p a n ish -A m e rica n s , w ith  

the r e s t  of the  sam ple  being  b lack .

The fo u rth  v a r ia b le , school ad ju stm en t, w as se le c te d  to d e te r 

m in e  if  th e re  w ere  schoo l p ro b le m s  w ith  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers . The 

d a ta  fo r  th is  v a r ia b le  w ere  ob ta ined  f ro m  school r e c o rd s .  "A ccep t

a b le "  w as defined  as  a  studen t w hose p e rfo rm a n c e  w as re a so n a b ly  

co o p era tiv e  w ith school o ffic ia ls  and w as m aking  good u se  of h is  

p o ten tia l. "Not A ccep tab le"  r e f e r r e d  to  th o se  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  

who w ere  fa ilin g  o r  in  d an g er of susp en sio n  o r  expu lsion .

The fifth  v a r ia b le , m a r i ta l  s ta tu s  of n a tu ra l / le g a l  p a re n ts ,
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w as se le c te d  to d e te rm in e  the num ber of b ro k en  h o m es w ith in  th is  

study. "In tact, " in  the in take fo rm , r e f e r r e d  to p a re n ts  who a re  

m a r r ie d  and living to g e th e r, the excep tion  being  inv o lu n ta ry  s e p a ra 

tio n s  due to m il i ta ry  se rv ic e , h o sp ita liza tio n , e tc . "Not In tac t"  

r e f e r r e d  to p a re n ts  who w ere  d iv o rced , se p a ra te d , o r  who had 

d e s e r te d  the hom e.

The s ix th  v a r ia b le , f i r s t  r e f e r r e d  o ffense , d e te rm in e d  the 

s e v e rity  of the o ffense. F e lony  w as c la s s if ie d  a s  m o s t s e r io u s , m is 

d em ean o r next, and juven ile  o ffense  w as the le a s t  s e r io u s . Juven ile  

offense w as defined  as  an  o ffense  only co m m ittab le  by a juven ile ; if 

co m m itted  by an  adu lt, th e re  would be no o ffense . E x am p les  of th is  

w ould be curfew  v io la tion , school tru an cy , e tc .

The seven th  v a r ia b le , r e s id e n tia l  changes in  the p a s t five 

y e a r s ,  w as se le c te d  to d e te rm in e  the am ount of r e s id e n tia l  m ove

m e n t ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  e x p e rien ce  over a  f iv e -y e a r  p e r io d  of tim e .

The eighth  v a r ia b le , in te llig en ce  qu o tien t, w as se le c ted  to 

d e te rm in e  in te llig en ce  v a r ia n c e  am ong ju v en ile  o ffen d ers .

The n in th  v a r ia b le , re c id iv ism , the  dependent v a r ia b le , w as 

se le c te d  in  o rd e r  to  exam ine d istin g u ish in g  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  betw een  

re c id iv is t  and n o n -re c id iv is t  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers . I t w as u sed  fo r  

m a t te r s  of co m p a riso n  in  each  of the p rev io u s ly  m en tioned  in d e

pendent v a r ia b le s .
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Data A n aly sis

Two and th re e  w ay c ro s s - ta b u la t io n  a n a ly s is  w as u sed  to 

exam ine  the re la tio n sh ip  of th e se  v a r ia b le s  w ith re c id iv is m . The 

c h i- s q u a re  t e s t  w ill n o t be u se d  in  th is  study b e ca u se  the d a ta  a re  

f ro m  a  popu la tion  of 419 su b jec ts  taken  f ro m  a  ju v en ile  co u r t in take 

in v en to ry . In th a t th e re  is  no in fe re n c e  f ro m  a  sam p le  to a popu la

tion , u se  of in fe re n tia l  s ta t is t ic s  such a s  c h i-sq u a re  w ould be 

in a p p ro p ria te .

C ro s s - ta b u la tio n  an a ly s is  w as the  s ta t is t ic  u sed  in  the ex am 

in a tio n  of the s ta te d  h y p o th ese s . The s ta r t in g  p o in t of any s ta t is t ic a l  

a n a ly s is  is  the  o n e -d im e n sio n a l ta b le . T h is  ta b le  r e p re s e n ts  a 

s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  look, showing a  d is tr ib u tio n  am ong s e v e ra l  groups. 

Such a  tab le  h a s  d e sc rip tiv e  an d  som e p re d ic tiv e  v a lu e . T h is  type 

of tab le  is  the s ta r tin g  po in t fo r  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  who m ay  then  continue 

to d ivide the g roups in to  s m a lle r  su b g ro u p s in  o rd e r  to  d e te rm in e  

how the dependen t v a r ia b le  v a r ie s  f ro m  one g roup  to an o th e r . T his 

is  p re c is e ly  w hat w ill be p re s e n te d  in  th is  study.

The n ex t c h a p te r  w ill f i r s t  p r e s e n t  two w ay c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  

a n a ly s is  fo r  each  h y p o th esis . Follow ing th is  w ill be s e v e ra l  th re e  

w ay c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  ta b le s , w h ich  w ill in tro d u ce  added  v a r ia b le s  

in  o rd e r  to d e te rm in e  th e ir  in te ra c tio n  w ith  the v a r ia b le s  in  the 

p ro p o sed  h y p o th eses.
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CHAPTER IV

FINDINGS

In th is  c h a p te r , o u r co n cern  is  to  exam ine th e  d a ta  re la te d  to 

the s e v e ra l  h y p o th eses  fo rm u la te d  in  C h ap te r II. The f i r s t  sec tio n  

of th is  ch a p te r  w ill exam ine  the d a ta  p e rta in in g  to each  sp ec ific  

h y p o th esis . T h is w ill be acco m p lish e d  by m ean s  of two way c r o s s 

tabu la tion . In  the second  sec tio n  of th is  c h a p te r , we sh a ll u se  th re e  

way c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  a n a ly s is . B y u sin g  th is  a n a ly s is ,  we w ill in t ro 

duce o th e r  v a r ia b le s  in  o rd e r  to d e te rm in e  w hat in te ra c tio n  they  m ay  

have w ith re c id iv is m  and th e  p ro p o se d  h y p o th eses.

Two Way C ro s s -T a b u la tio n  A n aly sis

H ypothesis I

H ypo thesis  L M ALE JU V EN ILE O FFEN DERS WILL
EX PER IEN C E A HIGHER RECIDIVISM RA TE 
THAN FEM A LE JU V EN ILE OFFEN DERS

A s can  be seen  in  T ab le  4 . 1, m a le  juven ile  o ffenders  d id  have 

a h ig h e r  re c id iv is m  r a te  than  fem a le  juven ile  o ffen d e rs . Only 25% 

of the fem a le  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w e re  c la s s if ie d  as  re c id iv is ts ,  

w h e re a s  a  to ta l of 45% of the m a le  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ere  r e c id i

v is ts . T h ese  find ings do su p p o rt the f i r s t  h y p o th esis  as  p ro p o sed  in  

th is  study.

54

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



55

TABLE 4. 1 Two Way C ross-T abulation of R ecid ivism  with Sex*

F em ale M ale

No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 82 75 169 55

R ec id iv is t 27 25 141 45

TOTALS 109 100 310 100

*The c h i-sq u a re  te s t  w ill n o t be u sed  in  th is  study because  
the d a ta  a r e  f ro m  a  population of 419 su b jec ts  tak en  from ; a  juven ile  
co u rt in take in v en to ry . In th a t th e re  is  no in fe ren ce  fro m  a  sam ple 
to a  population, u se  of in fe re n tia l s ta t is t ic s  such  a s  c h i-sq u a re  
would be in a p p ro p ria te .

H ypothesis II

H ypothesis II: JU V EN ILE OFFEN DERS WHO ARE OLDER 
WOULD EX PERIEN CE A HIGHER RATE OF 
RECIDIVISM THAN THOSE JUVENILES WHO 
ARE YOUNGER

T h is  study, b ased  upon the rev iew  of l i te r a tu r e ,  divided age 

into younger (6-14 y ea rs)  and o ld e r (15-17 y e a rs ) .  I t should be 

noted  ag a in  th a t th is  v a r ia b le  is  m e a su rin g  the ju v en ile  o ffen d e r’s 

age a t f i r s t  r e f e r r a l  to co u rt.

In stead  of supporting  the h y p o th esis , the d a ta  in  T able 4. 2 

su p p o rt the opposite  conclusion . As can  be seen , the o ld e r the 

juven ile  o ffender, the le s s  the re c id iv ism . The p e rce n ta g e  c le a r ly  

i l lu s t r a te s  th is  fa c t. W hereas 51% of the younger ju v en ile  o ffenders 

w ere  c la s s if ie d  as  re c id iv is ts ,  only 26% of the o ld e r  o ffenders  w ere  

c la s s if ie d  in the sam e m an n e r. T h is re p re s e n ts  th a t 25% of the

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



56

TABLE 4. 2 Two Way C ross-Tabulation, of R ecid iv ism  with Age

6-14  y e a rs 15-17 y e a rs
No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 118 49 113 74

R e c id iv is t 121 51 47 26

TOTALS 239 100 180 100

younger o ffen d ers  have a  h ig h e r  re c id iv ism  r a te  than  o ld e r  o ffen d ers. 

T h ese  r e s u l ts  a r e  c o n tra ry  to th o se  found in  o th e r  s tu d ie s  d isc u sse d  

in  the l i te r a tu r e  section .

H ypothesis  III

H ypothesis  HI: NON-W HITE JU VEN ILE OFFEN DERS WILL 
EX PER IEN C E A HIGHER RATE O F RECI
DIVISM THAN WHITE JU VEN ILE 
O FFEN DERS

A s seen  in T able 4. 3, i t  is  ev iden t th a t the  r e s u l ts  sup p o rt 

the th ird  h y p o th esis . I t  should  be no ted  th a t the non-w hite  c la s s i f i 

ca tio n  inc ludes 12 o ffen d ers  of d iffe re n t r a c ia l  o rig ins th a t a re  

n e ith e r  b lack  n o r  w hite. Of w hite o ffen d ers , 63% w ere  c la s s if ie d  

a s  n o n -re c id iv is ts ;  th is  co m p a re s  fav o rab ly  to th e  52% of non-w hite  

youths who a r e  n o n - re c id iv is t  s . The r e s u l ts  show th a t the non

w hite o ffenders  had  13% m o re  re c id iv ism  than  th e i r  w hite juven ile  

o ffender c o u n te rp a rts . M ost p rev io u s  r e s e a r c h  su p p o rts  the above 

find ings. P a re n th e tic a lly , f u r th e r  s ta t is t ic a l  ex am in a tio n  of th is
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TABLE 4. 3 Two Way C ross-T abulation  of R ecid ivism  with Race

W hite N on-W hite

No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 184 63 67 52

R ec id iv is t 106 37 62 48

TOTALS 290 100 129 100

h y p o th esis  w ill n o t fu lly  su p p o rt th e se  find ings. T h is  fu tu re  an a ly s is  

ex am in es  the in te ra c tio n s  of o th e r  v a r ia b le s  w ith re c id iv ism  and  ra c e  

and w ill be d isc u s s e d  in  m o re  d e ta il in  a  l a te r  sec tion .

H ypo thesis  IV

H ypothesis  IV: JU V EN ILE OFFEN DERS WITH SCHOOL
PROBLEM S W ILL EX PER IEN C E A HIGHER 
RATE OF RECIDIVISM THAN THOSE 
OFFENDERS WHO DO NOT HAVE SCHOOL 
PROBLEM S

In looking a t  T ab le  4 .4 ,  we can  see  th a t the re s u l ts  of th is  

study su p p o rt the  h y p o th esis . Of the ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who w ere  

c la s s if ie d  a s  having school p ro b le m s , 60% w e re  re c id iv is ts ,  w hich 

co m p a re s  u n fav o rab ly  to the 25% re c id iv is m  re c o rd e d  by those 

o ffen d ers  who d id  not have school p ro b le m s . The find ings in  th is  

study a re  su p p o rted  by p rev io u s  s tu d ie s . M ost r e s e a rc h  po in ts to  a  

h igh  c o r re la t io n  betw een  re c id iv ism  and c h ild re n  having school p ro b 

le m s . The find ings p re se n te d  h e re  w e re  s im ila r  in  th a t 35% m o re  

re c id iv is m  w as found fo r  th o se  y o u n g s te rs  who had  school p ro b le m s

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



5 8

a s  co m p ared  to th o se  who d id  not.

TABLE 4 .4  Two Way C ro ss -T a b u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  with 
School P ro b le m s

No School School
P ro b le m s P ro b le m s
No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 177 75 74 40

R ec id iv is t 59 25 109 60

TOTALS 236 100 183 100

H ypo thesis  V

H y p o th esis  V: JU V EN ILE OFFEN DERS WHO COME FROM 
A BROKEN HOME W ILL EX PER IEN C E A 
HIGHER RATE OF RECIDIVISM THAN THOSE 
O FFEN D ERS WHO COME FROM A HOME 
THAT IS INTACT

T he te rm  "b ro k en  h o m e" i s  defined a s  any hom e th a t does no t 

have bo th  n a tu ra l  o r  le g a l p a re n ts  re s id in g  in  i t .  The d a ta  in  T ab le

4. 5 r e v e a l  th a t m o re  than  50% of the ju v en iles  connected  w ith th is  

s tudy  w e re  c la s s if ie d  a s  com ing f ro m  fa m ilie s  w ith  b ro k en  h o m es. 

The ju v en ile  o ffen d e rs  who d id  com e fro m  b ro k en  h o m es  h ad  a  46% 

re c id iv is m  r a te .  T hose o ffen d ers  who cam e f ro m  a hom e th a t w as 

in ta c t had  only a  34% re c id iv is m  r a te .  T hese  find ings a p p e a r  to su p 

p o r t  th e  fo u rth  h y p o th esis  s in ce  th o se  ch ild ren  com ing f ro m  b ro k en  

h o m es had  12% m o re  re c id iv is m  th an  those  c h ild re n  who cam e f ro m  

hom es th a t w e re  in ta c t. I t i s  in te re s tin g  to no te  th a t of a l l  the
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fa m ilie s , m o re  th an  50% a r e  c la s s if ie d  a s  b roken , w hich m ig h t be 

ind ica tiv e  of juven ile  delinquency in  g e n e ra l.

TABLE 4. 5 Two Way C ro s s -T a b u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  w ith
B ro k en  Home

B ro k en  Home In ta c t Hom e

No. % No. %
N o n -re c id iv is t 123 54 128 66

R ec id iv is t 103 46 65 34

TOTALS 226 100 193 100

H ypothesis  VI

H ypothesis  VI: JU V EN ILE OFFEN D ERS WHO COMMIT
M ORE SERIOUS OFFENSES W ILL E X P E R 
IEN CE A HIGHER RATE OF RECIDIVISM 
THAN THOSE O FFEN D ERS WHO COMMIT 
JU V EN ILE OFFEN SES

Ju v en ile  offense is  defined  a s  an  o ffense  th a t can  only be  co m 

m itte d  by a  ju v en ile , acco rd in g  to law . T h ese  a r e  a lso  c la s s if ie d  as  

" s ta tu s "  o ffen ses. An ad u lt cannot co m m it a  juven ile  offense 

b ecau se  of h is  age and the n a tu re  of the law . Ju v en ile  o ffen ses  a r e  

u su a lly  runaw ay, school tru an cy , and in c o r r ig ib il i ty . S e rio u s  

o ffenses a r e  defined  a s  m isd e m e a n o rs  o r  fe lo n ie s .

A s can  be seen  in  T ab le  4. 6, find ings support th is  h y p o th esis . 

Of th o se  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who co m m itted  s e r io u s  o ffen ses , 43% 

w ere  r e c id iv is ts .  In c o n tra s t, 33% of th o se  juven ile  o ffen d e rs  who
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TABLE 4. 6 Two Way C ro ss-T a b u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  w ith
S e rio u sn ess  of O ffense

Ju v en ile  O ffense S erio u s Offense
No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 92 67 159 57

R e c id iv is t 46 33 122 43

TOTALS 138 100 281 100

co m m itttd  ju v en ile  s ta tu s  o ffenses w e re  re c id iv is ts .  I t  is  ap p aren t, 

then , th a t the se r io u s  o ffender, a s  e s ta b lish e d  w ith in  the re s e a rc h  of 

th is  study, h a s  10% m o re  re c id iv ism  th an  the ju v en ile  s ta tu s  offender. 

T hese findings a re  su p p o rted  by n u m ero u s  r e s e a r c h  s tu d ie s .

H ypothesis VIE

H ypothesis  VII: A JUVENILE O FFEN D ER  WHO HAS 
CHANGED RESIDENCE WILL O FTEN  
EX PERIEN CE A HIGHER RATE OF RECI
DIVISM THAN THOSE OFFENDERS WHO 
HAVE NOT CHANGED SO O FTEN

B efo re  d isc u ss in g  the find ings, i t  should be no ted  th a t a  five- 

y e a r  p e r io d  of tim e  w as allow ed fo r  m o b ility  to o c c u r . A s can be 

seen  in  T ab le  4 . 7, r e s u l ts  su p p o rt the p rev io u s ly  m en tio n ed  hypoth

e s is .  A breakdow n of the tab le  re v e a ls  th a t th e re  a r e  th re e  ca te 

g o r ie s —the f i r s t  being  no r e s id e n tia l  ch anges, the second  being one 

o r  two chan g es , and  the th ird  being th re e  o r  m o re  changes. Of those  

juven ile  o ffen d ers  who d id  not m ove, 35% w ere  re c id iv is ts .  F o r  those
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TA BLE 4. 7 Two Way C ro ss -T a b u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  w ith
R e s id e n tia l M obility

0 1-2 3+

No. % No. % No. %
N o n -re c id iv is t 115 65 116 60 20 41

R ec id iv is t 63 35 76 40 29 59

TOTALS 178 100 192 100 49 100

juven ile  o ffen d ers  who m oved  one o r  two t im e s , 40% re c id iv ism  w as 

found. The h ig h est r a te ,  59%, w as re c o rd e d  fo r  th o se  ju v en ile  

o ffen d ers  who m oved th re e  o r  m o re  tim e s .

H ypothesis VIII

H ypothesis  YHI: JU V EN ILE OFFEN DERS WITH LOWER
IN TELLIG EN CE QUOTIENTS W ILL 
E X PER IEN C E HIGHER RATES OF R EC I
DIVISM THAN JU V EN ILE OFFENDERS 
WITH HIGHER IN TELLIG ENCE 
QUOTIENTS

A s can  be seen  in  T able  4. 8, the find ings do n o t su p p o rt th is  

h y p o th esis . The in te llig e n c e  q uo tien t fa c to r  w as d iv ided  in to  th re e  

c a te g o rie s : u n d er 90, 90 to  110, and o v e r 110. A 44% re c id iv is m  

ra te  w as found fo r  th o se  ch ild re n  who had  IQ ’s u n d e r 90. Those 

c h ild re n  w ith  IQ 's  betw een  90 and 110 h ad  the le a s t  am ount of r e c id i-  

v ism --37% . T hose c h ild re n  w ith IQ 's  o v e r 110 had  a  41% re c id iv ism  

ra te . While findings in  th is  fa sh io n  do not su p p o rt the h y p o th esis , if 

we divide th is  v a r ia b le  in to  two g ro u p s , th o se  ju v en ile s  w ith IQ 's
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TA BLE 4. 8 Two Way C ro s s -T a b u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  w ith
In te llig en ce  Q uotien t

U nder 90 90-110 110+
No. % No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 100 56 132 63 19 59

R e c id iv is t 78 44 77 37 13 41

TOTALS 178 100 209 100 32 100

u n d er 90 and  those  ju v e n ile s  w ith  IQ ’s o v e r  90, the h y p o th esis  w ould 

be supported . T h is w ould r e s u l t  in  the low er g roup  (90 and  under) 

having a  44% re c id iv is m , w hich is  7% m ore:.than  the h ig h e r  g roup  (90 

and  above). T h is exam ple  a lso  a p p e a rs  to be m o re  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  in  

te rm s  of su b jec t d is tr ib u tio n .

W ith the co m ple tion  of two w ay c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  a n a ly s is  fo r  

a l l  eigh t p ro p o se d  h y p o th e se s , we w ill not exam ine s e v e ra l  th re e  way 

c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  ta b le s  in  o r d e r  to  m o re  fu lly  d e te rm in e  the e ffe c ts  

of the independen t v a r ia b le s  on re c id iv is m .

T h ree  Way C ro ss -T a b u la tio n  

T ab le  4. 9 in d ic a te s  th a t fe m a le s  have le s s  re c id iv is m  than  

m a le s  in  both the  6 to 14 y e a r  c a teg o ry  and the  15 to 17 y e a r  c a te 

gory . F e m a le s  in  the 6-14 age b ra c k e t h ad  a  35% re c id iv ism  r a te  

w h e rea s  56% of the m a le s  in  the  6-14  age b ra c k e t w e re  re c id iv is ts .  

T h is  r e p re s e n ts  21% m o re  re c id iv is m  fo r  m a le s  than fe m a le s  in  th is
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c a teg o ry , in  the o ld e r age c a te g o ry  (15-17), fe m a le s  ag a in  had  

le s s  re c id iv is m  than  th e ir  m a le  c o u n te rp a r ts . M ales (15-17) had  

a  31% re c id iv ism  ra te ,  w hich c o m p a re s  unfavorab ly  to the 14% 

re c id iv is m  found fo r  the fe m a le  ju v en ile  o ffen d e rs . T h is ag ain  

r e p re s e n ts  17% m o re  r e c id iv is m  fo r  m a le s  than  fe m a le s .

TABLE 4. 9 T h ree  Way C ro s s -T a b u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  with
Sex and  Age

F e m a le M ale

6-14 15-17 6-14 15-17

No. % No. % No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 38 65 44 86 80 44 89 69

R e c id iv is t 20 35 7 14 101 56 40 31

TOTALS 58 100 51 100 181 100 129 100

T h is  does add  f u r th e r  su p p o rt to  H ypothesis I (m ale ju v en ile  

o ffen d ers  w ill ex p e rien ce  a  h ig h e r  re c id iv is m  r a te  than fem ale  

ju v en ile  o ffen d ers). T h is h y p o th es is  w as su p p o rted  w hile co n tro llin g  

fo r  both yo u n g er age (6-14) and  o ld e r  age (15-17), w ith the data  

rev ea lin g  m o re  re c id iv ism  fo r  m a le s  in  both c a te g o rie s  and  finding
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the h ig h e s t r a te  d iffe re n tia l w ith in  the 6 to 14 y e a r  old c a teg o ry  (21%).

R esu lts  of Table 4. 9 a lso  r e je c t  the  second h y p o th esis  (juven

ile  o ffen d ers  who a re  o ld e r  would ex p erien ce  a h ig h e r r a te  of r e c id i 

v ism  than  ju v en ile s  who a r e  younger). Support was no t found when 

con tro lling  fo r  both m a le  and fem ale  v a r ia b le s . The younger m a le  

ex p e rien ced  25% m o re  re c id iv ism , with the younger fem ale  having a 

21% h ig h e r ra te .  T hese find ings, a s  w ere  the find ings of two way 

c ro s s - ta b u la tio n , a re  in  the opposite  d ire c tio n  of th a t hypo thesized .

T able 4. 10 d e m o n s tra te s  th a t th e re  w as no d iffe ren ce  betw een 

w hite fem ale  re c id iv ism  and non-w hite fem ale  re c id iv ism , w ith both 

c a te g o rie s  hav ing  a 25% sc o re . T here  w as, how ever, m ore.-.non-white 

re c id iv ism  than  w hite w hen com paring  m a le  juven ile  o ffen d ers . M ale 

non-w hite  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  re c o rd e d  a  53% re c id iv ism  r a te ,  which 

w as 11% h ig h e r than  the 43% re c id iv ism  found fo r  m a le  w hite juven ile  

o ffen d ers . The data  in  th is  tab le  adds s ign ificance  to the th ird  

h y p o th esis  in  th a t Table 4. 3 re v e a le d  11% m o re  non-w hite  juven ile  

o ffen d er re c id iv ism  than  w hite; how ever, by m ean s of th re e  way 

c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  a n a ly s is , r e s u l ts  show th a t th is  11% is  accoun ted  

fo r  by the m a le  juven ile  o ffen d ers .

The d a ta  in  T able  4. 10 a lso  support the f i r s t  hypo thesis  

(sex) in  th a t w hile co n tro llin g  fo r  ra c e , fem ale  re c id iv ism  is  low er 

(17%) fo r  w h ites  and  (28%) fo r  non-w hite s. M ales have c o n s is ten tly  

h ig h e r le v e ls  of re c id iv ism  throughout a ll  p h ases  of th is  study.
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TABLE 4. 10 Three Way C ross-T abulation of R ecid ivism  with
Sex and Race

White N on-W hite
F em ale M ale F em ale  M ale

No. % No. % No. % No. %
N o n -re c id iv is t 64 75 120 58 18 75 49 47

R ec id iv is t 21 25 85 42 6 25 56 53

TOTALS 85 100 205 100 24 100 105 100

The data  in Table 4. 11 lend som e su p p o rt to o u r  th ird  hypoth

e s is  th a t non-w hite  juven ile  o ffenders  ex p erien ce  a h ig h e r  ra te  of 

re c id iv ism  than w hite juven ile  o ffenders. H ow ever, the  am ount of 

sup p o rt (5%) fo r  the younger and (10%) fo r the o ld e r age  groups is  not 

su b stan tia l. The h ig h est r a te  of re c id iv ism  w as e s ta b lish e d  in  the 6 

to 14 y e a r  old non-w hite  ca teg o ry  (54%). The next h ig h e s t ca teg o ry  

was found to be the 6 to 14 y e a r  o ld white juven ile  o ffen d ers  (49%).

In the 15 to 17 y e a r  old ca teg o ry , 34% of the n o n -w h ites  w ere  r e c id i

v is ts  while 24% of the w hites w ere  re c id iv is ts .  The d a ta  in th is  

tab le  in d ica tes  th a t re c id iv ism  ra te s  a re  h ig h e r  in the 6 to 14 y e a r  

old ca teg o ry , r e g a rd le s s  of ra c e  (which a lso  in d ica te s  re je c tio n  of 

the second hypo thesis).

Table 4. 12 once m o re  re v e a ls  that in te rm s  of sex, fem a le s  

have le s s  re c id iv ism  than  m a le  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers. Those fem ale  

juven ile  o ffenders  w ith school p ro b le m s  had a 47% re c id iv ism  ra te ,
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TABLE 4. 11 Three Way C ross-T abulation  of Recidivism , with
Age and Race

White Non- White

6-14 15-17 6-14 15-17

No. % No. % No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 76 51 108 76 42 46 25 66

R ec id iv is t 72 49 34 24 49 54 13 34

TOTALS 148 100 142 100 91 100 38 100

TABLE 4. 12 T h ree  Way C ro ss -T a b u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  with 
Sex and  School P ro b le m s

No School P ro b le m s School P ro b le m s
M ale F em ale M ale F em ale

No % No. % No. % No. %
N o n -re c id iv is t 112 70 65 84 57 38 17 53

R ec id iv is t 47 30 12 16 94 62 15 47

TOTALS 159 100 77 100 151 100 32 100

TABLE 4. 13 T h ree  Way C ro s s -T a b u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  w ith 
R ace and School P ro b le m s

No School P ro b le m s School P ro b le m s
White Non-•White White Non-W hite

No. % No. % No. % No. %
N o n -rec id iv is t 130 77 47 70 54 45 20 32

R ec id iv is t 39 23 20 30 67 55 42 68

TOTALS 169 100 67 100 121 100 62 100
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w hich was 15% low er than  the 62% found fo r  m a le  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  

w ith school p ro b le m s. T hese find ings again  su p p o rt the f i r s t  hypo th 

e s is  th a t m a le  juven ile  o ffen d ers  would ex p erien ce  h ig h e r re c id iv ism  

r a te s  than fe m a le s .

T hese find ings a lso  lend  su p p o rt to the fo u rth  hy p o th esis , 

w hich p ro p o sed  th a t ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ith school p ro b le m s would 

have h ig h er re c id iv ism  r a te s  than  those  juven ile  o ffen d ers  w ithout 

school p ro b lem s. This su p p o rt showed both m a le s  and fe m a le s  w ith 

school p ro b lem s having 32% and 31% m o re  re c id iv ism , re sp e c tiv e ly , 

than  juven ile  o ffen d ers  w ithout schoo l p ro b le m s .

The d a ta  in  T ab le  4. 13 in d ica te  th a t the  non-w hite  juven ile  

o ffender had h ig h er re c id iv ism  r a te s  in both school p ro b lem s and 

n o n -p ro b lem  c a te g o r ie s . Of the non-w hite  juven ile  o ffenders who had 

school p ro b lem s, 68% w ere  re c id iv is ts ,  w hile 55% of the w hite ju v en 

ile  o ffenders who had school p ro b le m s  w ere  re c id iv is ts .  T hese  non

w hite juvenile o ffenders  who did not have school p ro b le m s had  7% 

m o re  (30% - 23%) re c id iv ism  than  w hite juven ile  o ffen d ers  who did 

not have school p ro b le m s. In conclusion , the non-w hite  juven ile  

o ffender had a  h ig h er r a te  of re c id iv ism  w h eth er they had school 

p ro b le m s o r  not. T hese  find ings again  support H ypo thesis  HI, th a t 

non-w hite  juven ile  o ffenders  w ill ex p erien ce  a h ig h e r  re c id iv ism  ra te  

than w hite juven ile  o ffen d ers .

The data  in T able 4. 13 a lso  sup p o rt H ypo thesis  IV, th a t
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ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ith school p ro b le m s  w ill ex p erien ce  h ig h e r  r e c i 

d iv ism  r a te s  than  those  w ithout schoo l p ro b le m s . While co n tro llin g  

fo r  r a c e ,  ju v en ile  o ffen d e rs  with school p ro b le m s  alw ays had m o re  

re c id iv is m  th an  d id  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ithout school p ro b le m s .

White ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ithout school p ro b le m s had  32% le s s  r e c id i

v ism  than  w hite ju v en ile  o ffenders  w ith  school p ro b le m s. L ikew ise , 

non-w hite  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ithout school p ro b le m s  had 38% le s s  

re c id iv ism  th an  d id  n on-w h ite  juven ile  o ffen d ers  w ith  school p ro b 

lem s.

The d a ta  in T able  4. 14 d e m o n s tra te  th a t juven ile  o ffen d ers  

who h ad  school p ro b le m s  re c o rd e d  re la t iv e ly  high re c id iv ism  r a te s  

r e g a rd le s s  of o ffense  c la s s if ic a tio n . T his su p p o rts  the find ings of 

H ypothesis  IV, th a t ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ith school p ro b lem s w ill 

have h ig h e r  re c id iv is m  r a te s  than ju v e n ile s  w ithout school p ro b le m s . 

Of th o se  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who co m m itted  s e r io u s  o ffenses and  also  

h ad  school p ro b le m s , 63% w ere  re c id iv is ts .  This r e p re s e n ts  34% 

m o re  re c id iv is m  fo r  those  juven ile  o ffen d ers  who co m m itted  se rio u s  

o ffen ses  but d id no t have school p ro b le m s . The sam e type of s itu a 

tion  e x is ts  fo r  th o se  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who co m m itted  ju v en ile  

o ffen ses  and had  school p ro b le m s , v i s - a - v i s  those  juven ile  o ffenders  

who co m m itted  ju v en ile  o ffenses and did not have school p ro b le m s . 

Those w ith schoo l p ro b le m s  re c o rd e d  a re c id iv ism  ra te  of 53%, 

w hich ag a in  w as c o n s id e ra b ly  h ig h er than  the 16% re c o rd e d  by those
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ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  not having school p ro b le m s.

TABLE 4. 14 T h ree  Way C ro ss-T a b u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  with 
S e rio u sn e ss  of O ffense and School P ro b le m s

No School P ro b le m s School P ro b le m s

Ju v en ile S erio u s Ju v en ile S erio u s
O ffense O ffense O ffense O ffense

No. % No. % No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 62 84 115 71 30 47 44 37

R ec id iv is t 12 16 47 29 34 53 75 63

TOTALS 74 100 162 100 64 100 119 100

W hile exam ining  th is  tab le , we a lso  find  th a t re c id iv ism  

in c re a s e s  as  one re a d s  the data  f ro m  le f t to rig h t. In o th e r w o rd s, 

th o se  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who did no t have school p ro b lem s and only 

co m m itted  ju v en ile  o ffenses had the lo w est r e c id iv is m - - 16%. Next, 

th o se  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who did no t have school p ro b lem s and com 

m itte d  s e r io u s  o ffenses s t i l l  had re la t iv e ly  low re c id iv is m - -29%. 

The la r g e s t  in c re a s e  com es in the next ca tegory : 53% re c id iv ism  

w as found fo r  th o se  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ith school p ro b le m s  who 

c o m m itted  ju v en ile  o ffen ses. F in a lly , those  juven ile  o ffen d ers  w ith 

school p ro b le m s  th a t a lso  co m m itted  se rio u s  offenses had the m o s t 

r e c id iv is m -  - 63%.

The r e s u l ts  of th is  tab le  m ig h t lead  one to sp ecu la te  th a t 

th o se  ju v en ile  o ffenders  who have school p ro b le m s  w ill a lso  have
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re la tiv e ly  high re c id iv ism  r a te s ,  r e g a rd le s s  of the type of offense 

co m m itted . In both c a te g o r ie s , the juven ile  who co m m itted  the s e r 

ious o ffense did have h ig h er re c id iv ism  r a te s .  This show s support 

fo r  H ypothesis VI, th a t juven ile  o ffenders  com m itting  s e r io u s  o ffenses 

w ill have m o re  re c id iv ism  than  those  o ffen d ers  com m itting  juven ile  

o ffenses. The m o st s ig n ifican t finding in  th is  tab le  w as th a t juven ile  

o ffen d ers  w ith school p ro b le m s did have m uch h ig h e r  re c id iv ism  ra tes  

than  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ithout school p ro b le m s .

A s can  be seen  in  T able 4. 15, fe m a le s  have le s s  re c id iv ism  

th an  m a le s ; again  supporting  the  f i r s t  p ro p o sed  h y p o th esis , which is  

m a le s  having m o re  re c id iv ism  than  fe m a le s . Those fe m a le s  w hose 

hom es w ere  b roken  had  a 35% re c id iv is m  ra te ,  w h ereas  49% of the 

m a le s  in th is  sam e c a teg o ry  w ere  r e c id iv is ts .  Only 14% of the 

fem a le s  com ing fro m  hom es th a t w ere  in ta c t w ere  re c id iv is ts ,  which 

is  27% le s s  re c id iv ism  than  found fo r  m a le s  com ing fro m  in tac t hom es. 

Once ag a in , th e se  findings a re  c o n s is te n t w ith a l l  o th e r find ings in 

th is  study, w ith fe m a le s  having le s s  re c id iv is m  than m a le s , r e g a rd 

le s s  of th e  v a r ia b le  being exam ined . I t  w as in te re s tin g  to  no te , how 

e v e r , th a t th e re  w as 21% m o re  re c id iv ism  found fo r th o se  fem ales  

who cam e fro m  hom es th a t w ere  b ro k en  co m p ared  to those  fem ales  

whose h o m es w ere  in ta c t. E xcep t fo r  the  v a r ia b le  of school p ro b le m s, 

th is  am ount of re c id iv ism  (35%) is  the  m o s t found fo r  fe m a le s  in  th is  

study.
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TABLE 4. 15 Three Way C ross-T abulation  of R ecid ivism  with
Sex and Broken Home

M ale F em ale
B roken In tac t B ro k en  In ta c t

No. % No. % No. % No. %
N o n -rec id iv is t 85 51 84 59 38 65 44 86

R ec id iv is t 83 49 58 41 20 35 7 14

TOTALS 168 100 142 100 58 100 51 100

T hese findings a lso  sup p o rt H ypothesis V, tha t ju v en ile  offenders 

com ing fro m  b ro k en  hom es w ill ex p e rien ce  h ig h e r  re c id iv ism  ra te s  

than  offenders com ing fro m  hom es th a t a r e  in tac t. Both m a le  and 

fem ale  re c id iv ism  ra te s  w ere  h ig h e r w hen com ing fro m  a b ro k en  hom e. 

M ales fro m  a b ro k en  hom e h ad  14% m o re  re c id iv ism  than m a le s  com ing 

fro m  hom es th a t w ere  in tac t. S im ila rly , fe m a le s  had 21% m o re  r e c i 

d iv ism  when they cam e fro m  b ro k en  ho m es.

Table 4. 16 shows the in te ra c tio n  of the v a r ia b le s  re c id iv ism , 

age, and b roken  h o m es. T hose juven ile  o ffen d ers  who cam e fro m  

hom es th a t w ere  b roken  had  m o re  re c id iv ism  than  those ju v en ile s  who 

cam e fro m  hom es th a t w ere  in ta c t, r e g a rd le s s  of age . T h is  finding 

supports  H ypothesis V, th a t juven ile  o ffen d ers  com ing fro m  a  b roken  

hom e w ill ex p erien ce  h ig h e r re c id iv ism  r a te s  than  o ffenders  com ing 

fro m  in tac t hom es. When exam ining  th o se  ju v en iles  who cam e fro m  

hom es th a t w ere  b roken  and co n tro llin g  fo r  age, we find ag ain  th a t the

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



7 2

younger age  group (6-14) h ad  25% m o re  re c id iv ism  than  the o ld e r 

age group (15-17). In looking a t th o se  ju v en ile s  who cam e fro m  hom es 

th a t w ere  in tac t, the younger ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  again  had  23% m o re  

re c id iv ism  than the o ld e r ju v en ile  o ffen d ers .

TABLE 4. 16 T h re e  Way C ro s s -T a b u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  w ith
Age and B roken  Hom e

In tac t B roken
6-14 15-17 6-14 15-17

No. % No. % No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 60 56 68 79 58 44 65 69

R ec id iv is t 47 44 18 21 74 56 29 31

TOTALS 107 100 86 100 132 100 94 100

B oth of th e se  find ings a lso  r e je c t  the second p ro p o sed  hypo th 

e s is ,  th a t juven ile  o ffenders  who a r e  o ld e r in age  w ill ex p erien ce  

h ig h er re c id iv ism  r a te s  than  o ffen d ers  who a r e  younger.

T able 4 . 17 in d ica te s  th a t w hile ju v en ile  o ffenders who cam e 

fro m  h om es th a t w ere  b ro k en  had a  h ig h er re c id iv ism  ra te  than  non

w hite juven ile  o ffen d ers  who cam e fro m  the sam e  type of hom e. 

H ow ever, when exam ining w hite ju v en ile  o ffen d e rs  com ing fro m  

hom es th a t w e re  in tac t, a  m uch  lo w er re c id iv ism  r a te  w as found 

when co m p arin g  th is  to the non-w hite  juven ile  o ffen d ers  com ing fro m  

hom es th a t w e re  a lso  in tac t. In th is  ca teg o ry , non-w hites had  25% 

m o re  re c id iv ism  than w h ites. In co m p ariso n , i t  can  be seen  th a t
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m o re  n o n -w h ite s  cam e f ro m  b ro k en  h o m es than  d id  w h ite s . It w as 

in te re s tin g  to no te , h o w ev er, th a t in  th is  type of s itu a tio n , w hites 

had  1% m o re  re c id iv is m  th an  non-w hite  s . Speaking in  t e r m s  of r a c e ,  

then , the d a ta  in  T ab le  4. 17 do not su p p o rt the h y p o th esis  reg a rd in g  

b ro k en  h o m es. The n on-w h ite  juven ile  o ffender who cam e  fro m  a 

hom e th a t w as in ta c t had  7% m o re  re c id iv is m  th an  those  ju v en ile s  

who cam e fro m  h o m es th a t w ere  b roken . T h is is  in  d i r e c t  c o n tra s t 

to H ypothesis  V, th a t ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  com ing f ro m  b ro k en  hom es 

w ill ex p e rien ce  a h ig h e r  r a te  of re c id iv ism  than  th o se  ju v en ile  offend

e r s  com ing f ro m  h o m es th a t a r e  in tac t.

TABLE 4. 17 T h re e  Way C ro ss -T a b u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  w ith
R ace and B ro k en  Home

W hite N on-W hite
B ro k en In ta c t B roken  In tac t

No. % No. % No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 81 54 103 73 42 55 25 48

R ec id iv is t 68 46 38 27 35 45 27 52

TOTALS 149 100 141 100 77 100 52 100

The d a ta  in  T ab le  4. 18 support H ypo thesis  V, th a t juven ile  

o ffen d ers  com ing f ro m  b ro k e n  hom es w ill ex p e rien ce  h ig h e r  r e c id i

v ism  r a te s  than  o ffen d ers  com ing f ro m  hom es th a t a r e  in ta c t. T hose 

ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  com ing f ro m  hom es th a t w e re  b ro k en  h ad  a  h ig h e r 

re c id iv ism  r e g a rd le s s  of c la s s if ic a tio n  of o ffense . T hose juven ile
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o ffen d ers  com m itting  se rio u s  o ffenses a lso  had h ig h e r re c id iv ism  

r a te s  than  th o se  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  com m itting  ju v en ile  o ffen ses , 

r e g a rd le s s  of w h e th e r they  cam e fro m  a  hom e th a t was in ta c t o r  

b roken .

TA BLE 4. 18 T h ree  Way C ro ss-T a b u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  w ith 
S e r io u sn e ss  of O ffense and B roken  Home

B ro k en  Hom e In tac t H om e
J  uvenile S erio u s Ju v en ile S erio u s
O ffense O ffense O ffense O ffense

No. % No. % No. % No. %
N o n -re c id iv is t 40 56 83 54 52 78 76 60

R ec id iv is t 31 44 72 46 15 22 50 40

TOTALS 71 100 155 100 67 100 126 100

The d a ta  a lso  su p p o rt H ypothesis VI, th a t ju v en ile  o ffenders  

com m itting  s e rio u s  o ffen ses  w ill have h ig h e r re c id iv ism  r a te s  than 

o ffen d ers  com m itting  juven ile  o ffen ses. The h ig h est re c id iv ism  ra te  

found in  th is  tab le  w as the 46% sc o re  e s ta b lish e d  by ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  

com m ittin g  s e r io u s  o ffenses com ing fro m  hom es th a t w ere  not in tac t. 

T his w as only 2% h ig h er than  the 44% re c id iv ism  found fo r  those  

juven ile  o ffen d ers  com m itting  juven ile  o ffenses com ing fro m  hom es 

th a t w ere  not in ta c t. In tac t fa m ilie s , how ever, had  a  m uch la r g e r  

d iffe ren ce  in re c id iv is m  ra te s  concern ing  types of o ffenses com m itted . 

T hose juven ile  o ffen d ers  who co m m itted  se rio u s  o ffenses and liv ed  in
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a  fam ily  th a t w as in ta c t had  a 46% re c id iv ism  ra te , w hich w as 18% 

h ig h e r  than  th o se  ju v en ile s  who co m m itted  juven ile  o ffenses and 

cam e fro m  fa m ilie s  th a t w ere  in tac t. In conclusion , the data  in  th is  

tab le  re v e a l th a t th e re  a r e  h ig h e r  r a te s  of re c id iv ism  fo r  those c h il

d re n  com ing fro m  b ro k e n  h om es re g a rd le s s  of the o ffense c la s s i f ic a 

tion . A lso , th e re  w as m o re  re c id iv ism  fo r  those  c h ild re n  com m itting  

s e r io u s  o ffen ses  a s  co m p a re d  to those  ch ild re n  com m itting  juven ile  

o ffen ses, r e g a rd le s s  of w h e th e r the hom e situa tion  w as in ta c t o r  not.

The d a ta  in T a b le  4. 19 in d ica te  th a t m a le  juven ile  o ffenders  

had  m o re  re c id iv is m  than  fem a le  juven ile  o ffenders in  both the juven

ile  offense and  s e r io u s  offense c a te g o r ie s . F o r  m a le s  in the juven ile  

o ffense  ca teg o ry , 26% m o re  re c id iv is m  w as re c o rd e d  and 22% m o re  

re c id iv ism  w as a lso  found in  the se r io u s  o ffense ca teg o ry . The da ta  

in  H ypothesis  VI, th a t ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  com m itting  s e r io u s  o ffenses 

w ill have h ig h e r  re c id iv is m  r a te s  than  o ffenders com m itting  juven ile  

o ffen ses, show ed s e r io u s  o ffen d ers  w ith 10% m o re  re c id iv ism  than 

o ffen d ers  com m itting  ju v en ile  o ffen ses . In  exam ining  T able 4. 19, we 

found that th is  p e rc e n ta g e  w as exp la in ed  in  to ta l by th e  fem ale  popu la

tion . F em ale  re c id iv is m  fo r  th o se  o ffenders  com m itting  se rio u s  

o ffenses w as 33%. T h is  w as 13% m o re  re c id iv ism  than  we found fo r 

fe m a le s  co m m ittin g  ju v en ile  o ffen ses.

Of the m a le  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  com m itting  se r io u s  o ffenses,

45% w ere  r e c id iv is ts .  T h is  w as ac tua lly  1% low er than  the 46%
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TABLE 4. 19 Three Way C ross-T abulation of R ecid ivism  with
Sex and S eriou sn ess of Offense

M ale F em ale
Juven ile
O ffense

S erious
O ffense

Ju v en ile  S erio u s  
O ffense O ffense

No. % No. % No. % No. %

N o n -rec id iv is t 37 54 132 55 55 80 27 67

R ecid iv is t 32 46 109 45 14 20 13 33

TOTALS 69 100 241 100 69 100 40 100

re c id iv ism  ra te  re c o rd e d  by m a le  o ffenders  com m itting  juven ile  

o ffen ses. In conclusion , the d a ta  in  Table 4. 19 re v e a l  th a t the p re v i

ous re s u l ts  showing m o re  re c id iv ism  fo r  juven ile  o ffenders co m m it

ting se rio u s  o ffenses a re  a ttr ib u ta b le  to fem ale  re c id iv ism . The 

exam ination  of m a le  o ffenders  concern ing  the se r io u sn e ss  of offense 

would not support H ypothesis VI. M ale re c id iv ism  ra te s  w ere  v e ry  

c lo se  fo r both s e rio u s  o ffenses and  juven ile  o ffenses concern ing  

m a le s  w ith only 1% m o re  re c id iv ism  in  the juven ile  offense ca teg o ry .

The data  in  T able 4. 20 d em o n stra te  th a t younger juven ile  

o ffenders (6-14) have m o re  re c id iv ism  than o ld e r  o ffenders (15-17) 

in  both juven ile  offense and se rio u s  offense c a te g o r ie s . The younger 

juven ile  o ffender (6-14) had a 38% re c id iv ism  ra te ,  w hich w as 10% 

m o re  than th a t found fo r  o ld e r ju v en ile s  (15-17). Of those  yo u n g er 

juven ile  o ffenders  com m itting  s e r io u s  o ffenses, 56% w ere  r e c id iv is ts ,  

which w as 31% m o re  re c id iv ism  than  we found fo r  o ld e r ju v en ile s .
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In conclusion , the d a ta  re v e a l  th a t younger o ffenders  (6-14) have 

m o re  re c id iv ism , r e g a rd le s s  of the type of offense com m itted . This 

r e je c ts  the second  h y p o th esis , th a t juven ile  o ffen d ers  who a r e  o ld e r 

w ill have h ig h e r re c id iv ism  r a te s  than  younger o ffen d ers .

TA BLE 4. 20 T h ree  Way C ro ss-T ab u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  with 
Age and S e rio u sn e ss  of O ffense

Ju v en ile  O ffense S erio u s O ffense
6-14 15-17 6-14 15-17

No. % No. % No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 45 62 47 72 73 44 86 75

R ec id iv is t 28 38 18 28 93 56 29 25

TOTALS 73 100 65 100 166 100 115 100

W hile co n tro llin g  fo r  age, those  juven ile  o ffen d ers  in  the young 

c a teg o ry  (6-14) co m m it m o re  se rio u s  o ffenses and have m o re  r e c id i 

v ism  than  those  ju v en ile s  com m itting  juven ile  o ffen ses. T h is  w as no t 

tru e  of the o ld e r ca teg o ry  (15-17) w h ere  a 28% re c id iv ism  ra te  w as found 

fo r  ju v en ile s  com m itting  juven ile  o ffenses, w hich w as 3% m o re  than 

th a t found fo r  th o se  ju v en ile s  com m itting  se r io u s  o ffen ses . T hese 

r e s u l ts  fu r th e r  expand the s ix th  h y p o th esis , th a t juven ile  o ffenders 

who com m it s e r io u s  o ffen ses  w ill ex p erien ce  h ig h e r re c id iv ism  r a te s  

than  th o se  o ffen d ers  com m itting  juven ile  o ffen ses. T his h y p o th esis  

w as sup p o rted  w hile looking a t  the younger (6-14) ca teg o ry , but was 

not su p p o rted  in  the o ld e r  (15-17) ca teg o ry . If we to ta l both c a te g o rie s
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to g e th e r , the p ro p o sed  h y p o th esis  is  supported .

In Table 4. 21, both  the n o n -w h ite  and w hite ju v en ile  o ffen d e rs  

have m o re  re c id iv ism  in  the se r io u s  o ffense ca teg o ry  than  the ju v en 

ile  offense ca teg o ry . T h is does su p p o rt H ypo thesis  VI th a t ju v en ile  

o ffen d ers  who co m m it s e r io u s  o ffen ses  w ill e x p e rie n ce  h ig h e r  r e c id i 

v ism  r a te s  than  o ffen d ers  co m m ittin g  ju v en ile  o ffen ses . N on-w hite 

s e r io u s  o ffen d ers  had  a  51% re c id iv is m  ra te , w hich w as 12% m o re  

than  we found fo r  w hite s e r io u s  o ffe n d e rs . T h is find ing  len d s  fu r th e r  

su p p o rt to  H ypo thesis  HI, th a t no n -w h ite  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ill e x p e r 

ien ce  h ig h e r  re c id iv ism  r a te s  th an  w hite  o ffen d e rs .

TABLE 4. 21 T h re e  Way C ro s s -T a b u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  w ith  
R ace and  S e r io u sn e ss  of O ffense

W hite N on-W hite
Ju v en ile
O ffense

S e rio u s
O ffense

Ju v en ile  S e rio u s  
O ffense O ffense

No. % No. % No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 77 66 107 61 15 68 52 49

R ec id iv is t 39 34 67 39 7 32 55 51

TOTALS 116 100 174 100 22 100 107 100

T he ju v en ile  o ffense c a teg o ry  h ad  ju s t  the opp o site  fin d in g s . 

W hite ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  com m ittin g  ju v en ile  o ffen ses  had  a  34% 

re c id iv ism  r a te ,  w hich w as 2% m o re  than  the no n -w h ite  ju v en ile  

o ffense re c id iv is m  r a te  w hich does not su p p o rt H y p o th esis  III.
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The d a ta  in  T able  4. 21 a re  supportive  of the find ings in  T able 

4 .6  (S e rio u sn ess  of O ffense). The d a ta  su p p o rt ou r con ten tion  th a t 

non -w h ite  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ill ex p erien ce  h ig h e r  re c id iv ism  ra te s  

th an  w hite o ffen d e rs  when we a re  looking a t  s e r io u s  o ffen ses . How

e v e r , the d a ta  fa i l  to su p p o rt th is  w hen view ing ju v en ile  o ffenses.

In T ab le  4. 22, we a g a in  find  sup p o rt fo r  H ypothesis  I, th a t 

m a le  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ill have h ig h e r  re c id iv ism  r a te s  than 

fe m a le s . A ll a s p e c ts  of r e s id e n tia l  m o b ility  found fem a le  re c id iv ism  

to  be lo w e r  than  m a le  re c id iv ism .

TA BLE 4. 22 T h re e  Way C ro ss -T a b u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  w ith 
Sex and  R e s id en tia l M obility

F  em ale M ale
0 1-2 3+ 0 1-2 3+

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 31 76 44 80 7 54 84 61 72 53 13 36

R e c id iv is t 10 24 11 20 6 46 53 39 65 47 23 64

TOTALS 41 100 55 100 13 100 137 100 137 100 36 100

In co n sid e rin g  the  m a le  juven ile  o ffen d er, a  co rre sp o n d in g ly  

h ig h e r  re c id iv is m  ra te  w ill be found the m o re  often  he changes r e s i 

dence. T h is  su p p o rts  H ypothesis VII, th a t ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who 

m ove o ften  w ill ex p erien ce  h ig h e r re c id iv ism  r a te s  than  those 

o ffen d ers  who do no t m ove as  often.

The d a ta  in  Table 4. 23 in d ica te  th a t f o r  th o se  hom es th a t w ere
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in tac t, h ig h e r  re c id iv ism  r a te s  w e re  found fo r  those  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  

in  d ire c t  re la tio n  to the num ber of re s id e n tia l  m ovem ent. T h is does 

sup p o rt H ypo thesis  VII, th a t ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who m ove often w ill 

e x p e rien ce  h ig h er re c id iv is m  ra te s  than  th o se  o ffenders  who do n o t 

m ove a s  often . The n o -m o v em en t c a te g o ry  c o n s is te d  of 27% re c id i 

v is ts , one to two m o v em en ts  had 38% re c id iv is ts ,  and th re e  o r m o re  

m o v em en ts  had  62% re c id iv is ts .

TABLE 4. 23 T h re e  Way C ro ss -T a b u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  with 
B ro k en  H om es and R es id en tia l M obility

B roken In ta c t

0 1-2 3+ 0 1-2 3+
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 38 53 70 59 15 42 77 73 46 62 5 38

R ec id iv is t 34 47 _48 41 21 58 29 27 28 38 8_ 62

TOTALS 72 100 118 100 36 100 106 100 .74 100 13 100

The sam e cannot be said  of th o se  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who cam e 

fro m  h o m es th a t w e re  b roken . A 47% re c id iv ism  ra te  w as found fo r  

th o se  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who cam e fro m  h o m es th a t w ere  b roken  and  

did no t have any re s id e n t ia l  m ovem ent. T his w as 6% m o re  than  

those  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who m oved one o r  two tim e s . The h ig h est 

re c id iv ism  fig u re  w as re c o rd e d  fo r  those  ju v en ile  o ffenders who cam e 

fro m  h o m es th a t w e re  b ro k en  and had  th re e  o r  m o re  re s id e n tia l  m o v e

m e n ts . In  conclusion , in c re a se d  re s id e n tia l  m o b ility  w as a fa c to r  in
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juven ile  o ffenders  having m o re  re c id iv ism , e sp ec ia lly  those p laced  

in the ca teg o ry  of th re e  o r m o re  re s id e n tia l  changes w ithin a f iv e - 

y e a r  p e rio d  of tim e. The data  in  Table 4. 24 re v e a l  a 62% re c id iv ism  

ra te  fo r  those  juven ile  o ffenders  who m oved th re e  o r  m o re  tim es  and 

cam e fro m  hom es th a t w ere  in tac t. This re p re s e n ts  4% m o re  r e c i 

d iv ism  than found fo r  those juven ile  o ffenders  who cam e fro m  hom es 

th a t w ere  broken.

TABLE 4. 24 T h ree  Way C ro ss-T a b u la tio n  of R ecid iv ism  with
Race and R es id en tia l M obility

White Non- White
0 1-2 3+ 0 1-2 3+

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

N o n -rec id iv is t 90 72 79 62 15 41 25 47 37 58 5 42

R ec id iv is t 35 28 49 38 22 59 28 53 27 42 58

TOTAL 125 100 128 100 37 100 53 100 64 100 12 100

The findings in  Table 4. 24 show th a t 28% of those white 

o ffenders  who did not have any re s id e n tia l m ovem ent w ere r e c id i

v is ts . This co m p ares  quite w ell to the 53% re c id iv ism  ra te  found 

fo r non-w hite juven ile  o ffenders. The w hite juven ile  offender who 

m oved one o r  two tim e s  had  a 38% re c id iv ism  r a te ,  w h ereas  42% 

of the non-w hite juven ile  o ffenders who m oved one o r two tim e s  w ere  

re c id iv is ts . Of the w hite juven ile  o ffen d ers  who m oved th re e  o r  

m o re  tim es, 59% w ere  re c id iv is ts ,  which w as 1% m o re  than  the
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non-w hite  juven ile  o ffen d ers  who m oved th re e  o r  m o re  tim e s .

It can  be s ta te d  th a t the m o re  often a  white ju v en ile  offender 

changes re s id e n c e , a  co rre sp o n d in g ly  h ig h er re c id iv ism  ra te  w ill 

be e s ta b lish e d  in  d ire c t  re la tio n  to the h ig h er incidence of m ove

m en t. T his su p p o rts  H ypothesis  VII, th a t juvenile o ffenders  who 

m ove often w ill ex p erien ce  h ig h e r re c id iv ism  r a te s  than  those 

o ffen d ers  who do not m ove a s  often. T his s ta tem en t cannot be m ade 

of the non-w hite  juven ile  o ffen d ers . M ost of the re c id iv ism  was 

found in  the c a te g o rie s  showing no re s id e n tia l  m ovem ent and show 

ing th re e  o r m o re  re s id e n tia l  m ovem en ts, w hich does not support 

the seven th  hypo thesis .

An in sp ec tio n  of the data  in  T ab le  4. 25 in d ica te  th a t younger 

juven ile  o ffen d ers  (6-14) h ad  h ig h er re c id iv ism  ra te s  in  each  c a te 

gory  concern ing  r e s id e n tia l  m ob ility  when com pared  to  o ld e r  

juven ile  o ffenders  (15-17). T h is finding r e je c ts  o u r second hypoth

e s is  th a t those juven ile  o ffenders  who a re  o ld e r in age w ill e x p e r

ience  h ig h er re c id iv ism  r a te s  than younger o ffen d ers . In the 6 -14  

y e a r  o ld  age group, th e re  w as only a  14% d iffe ren ce  betw een  the 

high and  low le v e ls  of re c id iv ism . In  the 15-17 y e a r  old group, 

how ever, th e re  w as a 36% d iffe ren ce  betw een high and low re c id iv ism  

le v e ls . T h is , again , seem s to in d ica te  that the younger juven ile  

o ffen d ers  who a re  in  the juven ile  ju s tic e  sy stem  lo n g er have a 

h ig h e r  p ro b ab ility  of becom ing a  re c id iv is t  than  the o ld e r  juven ile
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offender, i r r e s p e c t iv e  of o th e r  v a r ia b le s .

TABLE 4. 25 Three Way Cros s-Tabulation of R ecid ivism  with
Age and R esidentia l M obility

_______ 6-14_______________________ 15-17______

0 1-2 3+________0_______1^2______ 2£

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
N o n -re c id iv is t 51 54 55 48 12 40 64 77 61 78 8 42

R ec id iv is t 44 46 59 52 18 60 19 23 J_7 22 11 58

TOTALS 95 100 114 100 30 100 83 100 78 100 19 100

T hose juven ile  o ffen d ers  who have m oved  th re e  o r  m o re  tim e s  

a lso  have co rresp o n d in g ly  high re c id iv ism , w hich su p p o rts  the 

h y p o th esis  concern ing  r e s id e n tia l  m o b ility  and should be co n s id e red  

a s  a s tro n g  in d ic a to r  of re c id iv ism , r e g a rd le s s  of the age of the 

ju v en ile . This seem s to be an  im p o rtan t finding in  lig h t of the fac t 

th a t m o s t o th e r  evidence su p p o rts  age a s  a  s ig n ifican t fa c to r  r e g a rd 

ing re c id iv ism .

The d a ta  in  T able 4. 26 r e je c t  o u r  eigh th  h y p o th esis , th a t 

juven ile  o ffen d ers  who p o s s e s s  low IQ w ill ex p e rie n c e  a  h ig h er ra te  

of re c id iv ism . It m ight be po in ted  out, h o w ev er, th a t m a le  juven ile  

o ffenders  did ex p erien ce  the m o s t re c id iv ism  in  the low est IQ c a te 

gory  (90 and u n d e r ) - - 51%. The n ex t h ig h es t re c id iv is m  ra te  fo r  

m ale  o ffen d ers  w as found in  the h ig h es t IQ c a te g o ry  (110 and over) —
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46%. The IQ ca te g o ry  90 to 110 re v e a le d  th a t m a le  juven ile  o ffenders 

had a  41% re c id iv is m  ra te .

TA BLE 4. 26 T h re e  Way C ro ss-T a b u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  with 
Sex and In te llig en ce  Q uotient

90 and under 90-110 110 and above

M ale F em ale M ale F em ale F em ale
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 66 49 34 77 90 59 42 74 13 54 6 75

R ec id iv is t 68 51 10 23 62 41 15 26 11 46_ _2_ 25

TOTALS 134 100 44 100 152 100 57 100 24 100 8 100

S im ila r  find ings w ere  no t found fo r the fe m a le s  in  th is  study. 

W hereas the m a le s  w ere  found to have the m o s t re c id iv ism  in the 

lo w est IQ c a teg o ry , fe m a le s  had the m o st re c id iv ism  in the 90 to 110 

IQ c a teg o ry . Of the  fem a le s  in  the  low est IQ (90 and  under) ca teg o ry , 

23% w e re  re c id iv is ts .  T his happened to be  the  low est re c id iv ism  ra te  

fo r  the e n tire  sam p le . The h ig h es t IQ ca teg o ry  (110 and above) had  

25% re c id iv is m , w hich w as only 1% low er than  the h ig h est r a te  e s ta b 

l ish e d  by fem a le  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  found in  the  90 to 110 ca teg o ry .

In conclusion , th is  tab le  does not len d  su p p o rt to H ypothesis 

VIII. I t did, h o w ev er, show th a t the m ale  juven ile  o ffen d ers  had  the 

h ig h e s t re c id iv is m  ra te  in  the lo w est IQ ca te g o ry  (90 and under). F o r  

fe m a le s , th is  w as not found to be the case  and, in  fac t, the d ire c t 

opposite  finding o c c u rre d ; the lo w est re c id iv ism  ra te  (23%) w as found
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in  the lo w est IQ ca teg o ry .

F in d in g s  in T ab le  4. 27 in d ica te  th a t ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who 

re s id e  in h o m es th a t a re  in ta c t  p o s s e s s  le s s  re c id iv ism  when com 

p a re d  w ith th o se  juven ile  o ffen d e rs  com ing fro m  h o m es th a t a re  

b ro k en , r e g a rd le s s  of the IQ ca teg o ry  p re se n te d  in  th is  study. This 

su p p o rts  H ypothesis  V, th a t th o se  juven ile  o ffenders  com ing from  

b ro k en  ho m es w ill ex p erien ce  h ig h e r re c id iv ism  r a te s  than  offenders 

com ing fro m  hom es th a t a r e  in ta c t. In the IQ ca teg o ry  90 and under, 

th o se  ju v en ile  o ffenders  com ing fro m  h o m es tha t w ere  in ta c t had  a 

42% re c id iv ism  ra te . T hose ju v en ile  o ffenders  com ing fro m  hom es 

th a t w ere  b ro k en  and w e re  a lso  u n d er the sam e IQ ca tego ry  (90 and 

under) had 3% m o re  re c id iv ism .

TABLE 4. 27 T h ree  Way C ro s s -T a b u la tio n  of R ec id iv ism  with 
B roken  Home and  In te llig en ce  Q uotien ts

90 and u n d e r 90 - 110 110 and above

B roken  In ta c t B roken In tac t B roken  In ta c t
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 55 55 45 58 56 53 76 73 12 57 7 64

R e c id iv is t 45 45 33 42 49 47 28 27 9 43 4 36

TOTALS 100 100 78 100 105 100 104 100 21 100 11 100

In the IQ ca teg o ry  90 to  110 (which had the  la rg e s t  num ber of 

su b jec ts ) , we found 20% le s s  re c id iv ism  fo r  those  ch ild re n  com ing 

f ro m  hom es th a t w ere  in ta c t. The IQ ca te g o ry  110 and above had
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the s m a lle s t num ber of su b jec ts  fro m  the th re e  IQ c a te g o rie s . The 

findings in  th is  ca teg o ry  w ere  s im ila r  to the  p rev io u s  two c a te g o r ie s . 

Those juven ile  o ffen d ers  com ing fro m  hom es th a t w ere  in tac t had  a 

36% re c id iv ism  ra te ,  which w as 7% le s s  than  the r a te  found fo r  

juven ile  o ffen d ers  com ing fro m  hom es th a t w ere  b roken .

In conclusion , the findings in  th is  c h a p te r  seem  to in d ica te  

th a t sex  (m ale), younger age a t  f i r s t  r e f e r r a l ,  school p ro b le m s , and 

high re s id e n tia l  m ob ility  (3 o r  m ore) w ere  ite m s  th a t sign ifican tly  

d iffe ren tia ted  the  juven ile  re c id iv is t  fro m  the n o n -re c id iv is t.  T hese 

v a r ia b le s  alw ays p roduced  h ig h er ra te s  of re c id iv ism  than n o n - re c i

d iv ism , in  sp ite  of the fa c t th a t we co n tro lled  fo r  num erous fa c to rs  

in  th re e  way c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  an a ly s is .

R esu lts  concern ing  the hypotheses of ra c e , b roken  hom es, 

and se r io u sn e ss  of offense w ere  supported  when we exam ined two 

way c ro ss - ta b u la tio n . H ow ever, when we in tro d u ced  o th e r co n tro l

ling fa c to rs ,  o u r find ings w ere  not co n s is ten tly  supportive . In fact, 

the add ition  of c e r ta in  co n tro l v a r ia b le s  often re je c te d  the fo rm u 

la ted  h y p o th esis .

The hy p o th esis  th a t juven ile  o ffenders who p o s se s se d  low er 

IQ 's  would e x p e rien ce  h ig h e r re c id iv ism  r a te s  than  ju v en iles  who 

had h ig h e r  IQ 's  w as re je c te d  a t a l l  lev e ls  of a n a ly s is .

The f i r s t  question  in  th is  th e s is  w as w h e th e r o r  not we could 

f e r r e t  out c e r ta in  v a r ia b le s  to d e te rm in e  d iffe re n c es  betw een
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juven ile  r e c id iv is ts  and n o n -re c id iv is ts .  O ur find ings seem  to sub

s tan tia te  th a t th is  is  indeed p o ss ib le . The second  q u estio n  we 

r a is e d  w as w h e th e r o r  not we could com p are  o u r findings w ith the 

r e s u l ts  of p re v io u s  s tu d ies . D iscu ss io n  of th is  beg ins in  the follow 

ing ch ap te r.
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CHAPTER V

COMPARISON OF FINDINGS

A co m p ara tiv e  a n a ly s is  betw een  the r e s u l ts  of th is  study and 

the r e s u l ts  found in  the  l i te r a tu r e  w ill be d isc u s se d  in th is  c h a p te r . 

The f i r s t  study u sed  fo r  co m p ariso n  w ill be the w ork  of G an zer and 

S a ra so n , d isc u s se d  in  C h ap te r H. The b ro k en  hom e w ill be analyzed  

f i r s t .

B ro k en  Hom e

The G a n z e ra n d  S araso n  study found th a t fem a le s  m o re  often  

cam e f ro m  b ro k e n  hom es than  d id  m a le s , r e g a rd le s s  of w h e th e r o r  

not they  w e re  re c id iv is ts .  The d a ta  p re se n te d  in  the  p re s e n t  study 

re v e a le d  the opposite , w ith m a le s  com ing fro m  b ro k en  h o m es m o re  

often  than  fe m a le s . We a lso  found th a t 66% of th o se  fa m ilie s  w ith 

m a r i ta l  s ta tu s  th a t w as in ta c t cam e fro m  the n o n - re c id iv is t  g roup , 

w h e re a s  only 34% of th o se  fa m ilie s  th a t w ere  in  th is  g roup  w ere  

c la s s if ie d  a s  re c id iv is ts .  When co n s id e rin g  the m ale  delinquen t 

th a t com es f ro m  a  fam ily  th a t w as in ta c t, 59% of th e se  y o u n g ste rs  

w ere  n o n - re c id iv is ts .  H ow ever, 41% of th is  sam e group w ere  r e c i 

d iv is ts . T h is  d o es , how ever, co m p are  fa v o rab ly  w ith the 51% non

re c id iv is ts  and  49% re c id iv is ts  who cam e fro m  fa m ilie s  of b roken  

h o m es.

88
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A s seen  in  T ab le  4. 14, of those  fem a le  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  

who cam e f ro m  fa m ilie s  w here  th e ir  p a r e n t’s m a r i ta l  s ta tu s  w as 

in tac t, 86% w e re  n o n -re c id iv is ts .  Only 14% of the fe m a le s  in  th is  

c a teg o ry  w ere  r e c id iv is t  y o u n g s te rs . T h is co m p a re d  fav o rab ly  w ith 

the 65% n o n -re c id iv is m  and 35% re c id iv ism  r a te s  a tta in e d  by th o se  

g ir ls  f ro m  fa m il ie s  of b ro k en  h o m es. In c o n tra s t  to the fin d in g s  of 

G an zer and  S a raso n , th is  p re s e n t study found a  d ire c t  c o r re la tio n  

betw een  re c id iv is m  and  the m a r i ta l  s ta tu s  of n a tu ra l  p a re n ts .  The 

da ta  in  the  p r e s e n t  study suggest th a t a  ch ild  would have a  m uch  

h ig h e r  p ro b a b ility  of becom ing a re c id iv is t  if  he cam e fro m  a b ro k en  

hom e. T h is  w as in  d i r e c t  c o n tra s t to the find ings of G an zer and 

S a ra so n  in  th a t th e ir  s tudy  found only a  slig h tly  g r e a te r  p ro p o rtio n  

of r e c id iv is ts  th an  n o n -re c id iv is ts  com ing fro m  b ro k en  h o m es. 

F u r th e r  ex am in a tio n  of th is  v a r ia b le  re v e a ls  th a t if  you a r e  a  fem ale  

ju v en ile  o ffen d er and  com e fro m  a fam ily  th a t is  in ta c t, you have 

v e ry  l i t t le  chance of becom ing a re c id iv is t .  The re c id iv is m  r a te s  

of boys in  th is  sam e  ca teg o ry  did not fa re  n e a r ly  a s  w ell.

A n o th er v a r ia b le  u sed  fo r  co m p ara tiv e  a n a ly s is  w ill be th a t of 

in te llig en ce  quo tien t. G an zer and S a ra so n  s ta te d  th a t in  th e ir  f in d 

in g s , p ro p o rtio n s  of m a le  and fem a le  r e c id iv is ts  and  n o n -re c id iv is ts  

w hose IQ 's  w e re  e s tim a te d  as "low a v e ra g e "  and below  d id  not d iffe r 

s ig n ifican tly  f ro m  th o se  w ith IQ 's  of "high a v e ra g e "  an d  above.

A s w as s e e n  in  T ab le  4. 27, the r e s u l ts  of G an ze r and S a ra so n
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a re  qu ite  s im ila r  w ith the d a ta  p re se n te d  in  th is  study. F e m a le s  w ith 

IQ 's  ran g in g  f ro m  90 to o v e r  110 have a lm o s t ex ac tly  the sam e ra te s  

betw een  re c id iv is ts  and n o n - re c id iv is ts .  T hose fem a les  o v e r 110 had 

a  re la t iv e ly  sm a ll sam ple s iz e , bu t s t i l l  had  s im ila r  re c id iv ism  r a te s .  

In  the ca se  of m a le s , re c id iv is m  w as h ig h es t fo r  th o se  m a le s  w ith IQ 's 

u n d er 90. H ow ever, those  m a le s  w ith IQ 's  betw een  90 and  110, we 

found, had  the lo w est re c id iv ism , 41%. If the  o r ig in a lly  s ta ted  

h y p o th esis  w as c o r r e c t  (the h ig h e r  a  youthful o ffe n d e r 's  IQ, the low er 

the re c id iv ism ), we should fin d  th a t m a le  ju v en ile  o ffenders w ith  IQ 's  

o v e r 110 have le s s  re c id iv ism  th an  th o se  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who had  

IQ 's  betw een  90 and  110. T h is , how ever, is  no t the c a se , s ince  the 

re c id iv is m  r a te s  fo r  m a le s  in  the 110 plus c a te g o ry  in c re a se d  5% 

fro m  the p rev io u s  ca teg o ry  (90 - 110).

School D isc ip lin e  P ro b le m s

The nex t a r e a  of co m p a ra tiv e  a n a ly s is  w ill exam ine the Sakata 

and L itw ack  study. S p ec ifica lly , the re c id iv ism  ra te s  of m a le  juven

ile  o ffen d ers  w ith  and w ithout schoo l d isc ip lin e  p ro b le m s w ill be d is 

cus sed,j

In T ab le  5. 1, we can  see  th a t th e re  w e re  80 boys u se d  fo r 

a n a ly s is  in  the S ak a ta -L itw ack  study and  310 boys in  the p re s e n t  

study.

Of the 80 boys th a t w e re  exam ined  by S akata  and  L itw ack, 75%
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of th o se  boys th a t had  school d isc ip lin e  p ro b le m s w e re  c la s s if ie d  

a s  re c id iv is ts .  Those boys not having school d isc ip lin e  p ro b le m s 

only had  a 30% re c id iv ism  ra te .  The da ta  in the p re se n t study 

re v e a led  s im ila r  find ings. Those boys having school d isc ip lin e  

p ro b le m s had  a  62% re c id iv ism  ra te . Those boys not having school 

d isc ip lin e  p ro b le m s  only had  a  30% re c id iv ism  r a te ,  w hich happened 

to be the ex ac t r a te  found in  the S akata-L itw ack  study.

TABLE 5. 1 C o m p ara tiv e  A n aly sis  of Sakata and L itw ack  D ata
w ith P re s e n t  Study D ata

Sakata /  L itw ack  Study P r e s e n t  Study
School

P ro b le m s
No School 

P ro b le m s
School

P ro b le m s
No School 
P ro b le m s

No. % No. % No. % No. %
N o n -re c id iv is t 9 25 31 70 57 38 112 70

R ec id iv is t 27 75 13 30 94 62 47 30

TOTALS 36 100 44 100 151 100 159 100

The S ak a ta -L itw ack  study and  th e  m a te r ia l  in  the p re se n t 

study a lso  h ad  the sam e  p e rc en tag e  fo r  those boys who w ere  no t school 

d isc ip lin e  p ro b le m s  in  both the  n o n -re c id iv is t  and  r e c id iv is t  c a te 

g o r ie s . Of the boys who w ere  not school d isc ip lin e  p ro b le m s , 70% 

w ere  a lso  n o n -re c id iv is ts  in  both s tu d ies .

E x am in a tio n  of the v a r ia b le  concern ing  school d isc ip lin e  p ro b 

lem s  i l lu s tr a te d  th a t in  both s tu d ie s , one being p re - in s titu tio n a l  and 

the o th e r  being in s titu tio n a l, th a t boys w ith school d isc ip lin e  p ro b le m s
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had m o re  re c id iv ism . F u r th e rm o re , both stud ies  found th a t 70% of 

th o se  boys who w ere  not a  school d isc ip lin e  p ro b le m  w ere  n o n - re c i

d iv is ts . T h e re fo re , the v a ria b le  of schoo l d isc ip lin e  a p p e a rs  to  be 

a  s ig n ifican t v a r ia b le  fo r  d istingu ish ing  betw een those  boys who 

would becom e re c id iv is ts  and those  who would re m a in  n o n -re c id iv is ts .

C la s s if ie d  O ffense

The fin a l a r e a  of co m p ara tiv e  a n a ly s is  w ill be the study con

ducted  by W olfgang, F ig lio  and S ellin . The data  u sed  fo r  c o m p a ra 

tive ex am in atio n  cam e f ro m  th e ir  study, "D elinquency in  a  B ir th  

C ohort, " and o c c u r re d  in  P h ilad e lp h ia , P en n sy lv an ia . In  th a t the 

data  p ro v id ed  by  the  a u th o rs  only included  v a r ia b le s  concern ing  boys, 

fo r  p u rp o se s  of co m p ariso n  o u r d a ta  w ill co n s is t of the  sam e v a r i 

ab les . T hese  v a r ia b le s  a re :  w hite m a le s , b lack  m a le s , juven ile  

s ta tu s  o ffen ses, c r im in a l o ffen ses, and a l l  o ffen ses.

T ab le  5. 2 con ta in s the v a r ia b le s  of juven ile  s ta tu s  o ffense , 

b lack  m a le  and  w hite m a le , and re c id iv is m  r a te s .  As can  be see n  

by the tab le , both w hite and b lack  m a le s  com m itting  juven ile  o ffen ses  

in  the W olfgang, F ig lio  and Sellin study h ad  le s s  re c id iv ism  th an  w hite 

and b lack  m a le s  com m ittin g  juven ile  o ffenses in  the p re s e n t  study.

In the W olfgang, F ig lio  and S ellin  d a ta , white m a le s  com m itting  

juven ile  s ta tu s  o ffenses only had a 23% re c id iv ism  ra te .  B lack m a le s  

com m itting  ju v en ile  o ffen ses  connected  w ith  the W olfgang, F ig lio  and 

S ellin  study had a  re c id iv is m  ra te  of 41%.
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TA BLE 5. 2 M ale  Ju v en ile  S tatus O ffense, W olfgang, F ig lio  and  
Sellin  and P r e s e n t  Study D ata

W olfgang, e t  a l .  Study P r e s e n t  Study
White B lack White B lack

No. % No. % No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 394 77 177 59 32 55 5 45

R ec id iv is t 120 23 121 41- 26 45 6 55

TOTALS 514 100 298 100 58 100 11 100

T he da ta  in  th e  p r e s e n t  study found th a t w hite m a le s  co m m it

ting ju v en ile  o ffenses s c o re d  a  22% h ig h e r  re c id iv ism  r a te  (45%) 

th an  did  th e i r  w hite  m a le  c o u n te rp a r ts  in  the W olfgang, F ig lio  and 

S ellin  study. The sam e s itu a tio n  a lso  e x is ts  w ith  the non-w hite  

m a le s  f ro m  the p re s e n t  study in  th a t they  had  a  14% h ig h e r  re c id iv ism  

r a te  (55%) than  the no n -w h ite  m a le s  f ro m  the W olfgang, F ig lio  and  

S ellin  study. In both  s tu d ie s , h o w ev er, w hite m a le s  d id  have le s s  

re c id iv is m  co n cern in g  ju v en ile  s ta tu s  o ffen ses  than  d id  th e  non-w hite  

m a le s ,  w ith  a  l a r g e r  r a te  d if fe re n tia l in  the  W olfgang, F ig lio  and  

S ellin  study  (18%) than  the  p r e s e n t  study  (10% d iffe ren ce). In con 

c lu sio n , when co m p arin g  ju v en ile  o ffen ses , the da ta  in  th is  study 

found th a t the  lo w est re c id iv is m  r a te  in  w hite m a le s  (45%) w as h ig h e r  

th an  the h ig h e s t re c id iv is m  r a te  found in  b lack  m a le s  (41%) fro m  the 

W olfgang, F ig lio  and  S ellin  study.

T ab le  5. 3 co n ta in s  the  v a r ia b le s  of c r im in a l o ffense , b lack
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and w hite ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  an d  re c id iv is m  r a te s .  The r e s u l ts  

found in  th is  tab le  a r e  in d ire c t  c o n tra s t  to the find ings p e rta in in g  to 

ju v en ile  s ta tu s  o ffen ses.

TA BLE 5. 3 M ale C rim in a l O ffen ses, W olfgang, F ig lio  and 
S e llin  and P r e s e n t  Study Data

W olfgang, e t  a l. Study P r e s e n t  Study
White B lack W hite N on-W hite

No. % No. % No.. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 269 44 182 31 88 60 44 47

R ec id iv is t 338 56 411 69 59 40 50 53

TOTALS 607 100 593 100 147 100 94 100

T he W olfgang, e t  a l . , s tudy e s ta b lish e d  h ig h e r  re c id iv ism  

r a te s  than  the p r e s e n t  study w hen exam in ing  c r im in a l o ffen ses. T h is 

w as tru e  fo r  both b la c k  and w hite ju v en ile  o ffen d ers . Of the white 

m a le  ju v en ile  o ffen d e rs , 56% w e re  r e c id iv is ts  in  the W olfgang, e t a l . , 

study. T h is  r e p re s e n ts  16% m o re  re c id iv ism  than  we found fo r  

w hite m a le s  in  the p r e s e n t  study. B lack  m a le s  f ro m  the Wolfgang, 

e t  a l . , study h ad  a  69% re c id iv is m  r a te ,  w hich w as a lso  16% m o re  

r e c id iv is m  than  we found fo r  n on-w hite  m a le s  in  the p r e s e n t  study.

A n o th er co m p ariso n  fin d s  th a t w hite  m a le  ju v en ile  o ffenders  

in  both  s tu d ie s  had  l e s s  re c id iv is m  th an  b lack  m a le  ju v en ile  o ffenders. 

The W olfgang, e t a l . , study found th a t b lack  m a le  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  

h ad  13% m o re  re c id iv is m  than  d id  w hite m ale  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers.
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S im ila rly , the  p re s e n t  study d a ta  found th a t b lack  m a le  juven ile  

o ffen d ers  a lso  had 13% m o re  re c id iv is m  than  w hite m a le  juven ile  

o ffen d ers .

T ab le  5. 4 in c lu d es  a ll  the o ffen ses  com m itted  by m a le  ju v en 

ile  o ffen d ers  in  both  s tu d ie s . T he v a r ia b le  of r a c e  and re c id iv ism  

w ill be u se d  fo r  co m p ara tiv e  a n a ly s is .

TABLE 5. 4  M a le -A ll O ffenses — T o ta l, W olfgang, F ig lio  and 
S ellin , P r e s e n t  Study Data

W olfgang, e t  a l. Study P r e s e n t  Study
W hite B lack W hite N on- White

No. % No. % No. % No. %

N o n -re c id iv is t 1110 55 503 35 120 59 49 47

R ec id iv is t 909 45 953 65 85 41 56 53

TOTALS 2019 100 1456 100 205 100 105 100

The W olfgang, e t  a l . , study  found th a t b lack  m a le s  h ad  a  65% 

re c id iv ism  r a te ,  w hich w as 25% m o re  th an  th a t found fo r  white 

m a le s . The find ings of the p re s e n t  study  in d ica ted  th a t b lack  m a le s  

e s ta b lish e d  a  53% re c id iv is m  r a te ,  w hile 41% of the w hite m a le s  in  

the study w e re  re c id iv is ts .  B oth the w h ite  m a le s  and b lack  m a le s  

in  the  W olfgang, e t a l . , study h a d  m o re  re c id iv is m  than  the white 

m a le s  and b lack  m a le s  in  the  p re s e n t  s tudy . The la r g e s t  d isc re p a n c y  

o c c u r re d  in  the ca teg o ry  of b lack  m a le s ,  w here  the W olfgang, e t a l , , 

s tudy had  a re c id iv is m  ra te  of 65%, and th e  data  in  the p re s e n t  study
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showed a  53% re c id iv ism  ra te .  T o ta l re c id iv ism  fo r  both s tu d ies  had 

the W olfgang, e t  a l . , study w ith 54% re c id iv ism  fo r  i t s  m a le s , r e g a rd 

le s s  of r a c e .  T h is  w as 9% m o re  than  w e found fo r the m a le s  in  the 

p re s e n t study.

In a ll  th re e  ta b le s  u sed  fo r  co m p ariso n , non-w hite m a le s  

alw ays h ad  m o re  re c id iv ism  than  white m a le s , r e g a rd le s s  of th e  study 

they o rig in a te d  fro m . A lso , the d a ta  in  T ab les  5. 2 and  5. 3 ind icate  

that both  s tu d ies  w e re  in  d ire c t  c o n tra s t  to  each  o th e r reg a rd in g  r e c i 

d iv ism  ra te s  of juven ile  s ta tu s  o ffen d ers  and juven ile  o ffenders  com 

m ittin g  c r im in a l o ffen ses. The p o ss ib ility  e x is ts  th a t the c o u r t sy s tem  

fro m  w hich the d a ta  w ere  ob ta ined  f o r  the p re se n t study g ives m o re  

a tten tio n  to  juven ile  s ta tu s  o ffenses than  the la rg e r  juven ile  co u rt 

sy stem  fro m  P h ilad e lp h ia .

T h is  c h a p te r  w as a  re sp o n se  to o u r second question  w hich was 

w hether o r  no t we could co m p are  o u r findings with re s u l ts  f ro m  

o th e r s tu d ie s . The f in a l q u estio n  co n cern ed  ou r a ttem p t to d isco v e r 

if co m p ara tiv e  find ings a re  u n iv e rsa l in  n a tu re . The co n trad ic tio n s  

of som e co m p ariso n s  does not lend  support to  the contention  th a t 

findings of ju v en ile  re c id iv ism  r e s e a r c h  a r e  u n iv e rsa l. The ex trem e  

d iffe ren ces  in  m ethodo log ica l technique m igh t a lso  help  exp la in  the 

n o n -u n iv e rsa l a s p e c ts  of r e s e a r c h  in  th is  fie ld .

T h e re  a r e  m any o th e r  v a r ia b le s , too nu m ero u s to m ention , 

w ithin the scope of th is  study, th a t could  have been  d iscu ssed .
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H ow ever, it  b ecam e  quite a p p a ren t th a t no one ind iv idual fa c to r  

could exp lain  the d iffe re n c es  betw een  re c id iv is t  and n o n -re c id iv is t  

ju v en ile  o ffen d ers . I t w as ev iden t th a t the p ro b le m s  of juven ile  

delinquency  and co rresp o n d in g  re c id iv ism  r a te s  w ere  m u ltifa c e ted  

in  n a tu re .

We have ju s t  rev iew ed  som e of the m o re  reco g n ized  v a r ia b le s  

a s so c ia te d  w ith juven ile  re c id iv ism  r e s e a r c h .  Our find ings have 

both  su p p o rted  and c o n trad ic ted  r e s u l ts  of p rev io u s  r e s e a rc h .

T his concludes the co m p ara tiv e  r e s e a r c h  sec tio n  p re se n te d  

in  th is  study. A tten tion  w ill now focus on the f in a l c h ap te r , su m m a ry  

and conclu sio n s .
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C H A PTER  VI 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

S um m ary

The m a jo r  p u rp o se  of th is  s tudy  w as to exam ine d is tin g u ish 

ing c h a ra c te r is t ic s  betw een  r e c id iv is t  and n o n -re c id iv is t  juven ile  

o ffen d ers . T h is  w as a c co m p lish e d  by applying to the  h y p o th eses  

two and th re e  w ay c ro s s - ta b u la t io n  a n a ly s is , p re se n te d  in  C h ap te r  

IV. A b r ie f  su m m ary  of each  h y p o th esis  w ill follow .

The f i r s t  h y p o th es is , th a t m a le  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ill ex

p e r ie n c e  a h ig h e r  r a te  of r e c id iv is m  than  fem ale  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers , 

w as su p p o rted  by a ll  s tu d ie s  found in  the l i t e r a r y  f ie ld  and a lso  by 

two and th re e  w ay c ro s s - ta b u la t io n  a n a ly s is  u sed  in  th is  study. I t  

h as  been  an  e s ta b lish e d  fa c t th a t fo r  y e a r s  m a le s  have b een  p re d o m 

in an t in  the c r im in a l ju s t ic e  sy s te m ; th is  in c ludes both the  ju v en ile  

ju s tic e  sy s tem  and the ad u lt ju s t ic e  sy stem . The r e s u l ts  p re s e n te d  

in  th is  study do not d iffe r  f ro m  r e s u l ts  found in  p rev io u s  s tu d ies  

(M eade, 1973; Unkovic & D ucsay , 1969). T h is  study su p p o rted  the 

hy p o th esis  th a t the sex u a l f a c to r  (m ale) w as a  good p re d ic to r  of both  

c r im in a l and re c id iv is m  r a te s .  I t  w as in te re s tin g  to note th a t when 

co n tro llin g  fo r  e v e ry  v a r ia b le  concern ing  sexual re c id iv is m , m a le s  

alw ays re c e iv e d  h ig h e r  s c o re s  than  fe m a le s . This a p p e a re d  to be 

e x tre m e ly  s ig n ifican t in  i ts e lf .

98
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H y p o th esis  H, th a t ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who a r e  o ld e r  (15-17 

y e a rs )  w ill e x p e r ie n c e  a  h ig h e r  r a te  of re c id iv ism  than  th o se  

ju v e n ile s  who a r e  younger (6 -1 4  y e a r s ) ,  w as h y p o th esized  b e c au se  of 

p rev io u s  s tu d ie s  c itin g  o ld e r  age  a s  a  p re d ic to r  of re c id iv is m  (M eade, 

1973; A rbuck le  & L itw ack , I960). Two w ay c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  a n a ly s is  

did no t le n d  su p p o rt to  the  h y p o th e s is . M ore than h a lf  of the younger 

ju v en ile  o ffen d e rs  w e re  c la s s if ie d  a s  re c id iv is t ,  w hile only a  q u a r te r  

of the o ld e r  c la s s if ie d  o ffen d e rs  w e re  re c id iv is ts .

In  th a t th is  study w as co n ce rn e d  w ith  the age of ju v en ile  

o ffen d ers  a t f i r s t  r e f e r r a l ,  i t  w as a p p a re n t th a t  p rev io u s  r e s e a r c h  

s tu d ie s  h ave  often  ex am in ed  only  the  age of th e  juven ile  o ffen d er. At 

th is  p o in t it m ig h t be m en tio n ed  th a t r e s e a r c h e r s  in  g e n e ra l  should 

be c a re fu l w hen exam in ing  th e  age fa c to r , d e te rm in in g  w h e th e r o r  not 

i t  w as age  p e r  se  o r  age a t  f i r s t  r e f e r r a l .  R esu lts  can  be  qu ite  d if

fe re n t.  W ith th is  in  m ind , i t  w as lo g ic a l to a ssu m e  th a t ju v e n ile s  

who e n te re d  the ju v en ile  ju s t ic e  sy s te m  a t an e a r l ie r  age  would have 

m o re  of a  chance to re c id iv a te  th an  o ld e r ju v en ile s  who e n te re d  the 

sy s te m  m u ch  l a t e r  in  th e ir  c a r e e r s .  An exam ple  of th is  w ould be a  

6 -y e a r -o ld  who h a s  co n tac t w ith  the juven ile  co u rt sy s te m  and h as  an 

1 1 -y e a r  p e r io d  of tim e  to re c id iv a te .  T h is co m p ared  u n fav o rab ly  to 

the 15- y e a r - o ld  who cam e to  the a tten tio n  of the juven ile  c o u r t fo r  the 

f i r s t  t im e  and  only h ad  a  tw o -y e a r  p e r io d  of tim e  in  o rd e r  to  r e c id i 

v a te .
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When age w as exam ined  in  th is  study, a l l  the  th re e  way c r o s s 

tab u la tio n  findings w ere  in  the opposite  d ire c tio n  of the  p ro p o se d  

h y p o th esis . The re a so n s  a r e  p ro b ab ly  the sam e a s  w as p re v io u s ly  

m en tioned . T h is  w as a  c o n s is te n t finding th roughou t the study.

Y ounger age , then , a t  f i r s t  r e f e r r a l ,  a long  w ith  sex, w as one of the 

b e tte r  p r e d ic to rs  of h ig h e r  re c id iv ism  r a te s  co n cern in g  ju v en ile  

o ffen d ers .

H ypo thesis  m  w as th a t non -w h ite  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ill 

e x p e rien ce  a  h ig h e r  r a te  of re c id iv ism  than  w hite ju v en ile  o ffen d ers. 

T his w as d e r iv e d  fro m  find ings of n u m ero u s  r e s e a rc h  s tu d ie s  

(K irk p a trick , 1937; W olfgang, F ig lio  & Sellin , 1972; Unkovic &

D ucsay, 1969). The two w ay c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  a n a ly s is  su p p o rted  

th is  h y p o th esis . R ec id iv ism  r a te s  fo r  non-w hite  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  

w ere  h ig h e r  than  fo r  w hite ju v en ile  o ffen d e rs . It should  be no ted  

h e re , ag a in , th a t the non-w hite  c la s  s if ic a tio n  included  117 b lack  

ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  and 12 juven ile  o ffen d ers  of d iffe re n t r a c ia l  o r i 

gins th a t w e re  n e ith e r  w hite n o r  b lack .

T h re e  w ay c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  a n a ly s is  foundno d iffe ren ce  b e 

tw een w hite fem a le  ju v en ile  re c id iv ism  and non-w hite  ju v en ile  fem ale  

re c id iv ism  w ith both  c a te g o rie s  e s ta b lish in g  ex ac tly  th e  sam e p e r 

cen tage. T h is  i l lu s tr a te d  th a t the h ig h e r  re c id iv is m  r a te  c o n c e rn 

ing non-w hite  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w as a ttr ib u ta b le  to ta lly  to the  m a le  

sex  fa c to r .  When th is  h y p o th esis  w as exam ined  w hile co n tro llin g
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fo r  the age v a r ia b le , r e s u l ts  w e re  the  sam e in  th a t i t  sup p o rted  the 

hy p o th esis . The non-w hite  juven ile  o ffen d ers  in  both the younger 

(6-14) and o ld e r  (15-17) c a te g o rie s  re c o rd e d  h ig h e r  r a te s  of r e c i 

d iv ism  than  did th e ir  w hite juven ile  o ffender c o u n te rp a rts .

A lthough the d a ta  p ro v id ed  fo r  in  th is  study found th a t non

w hite juven ile  o ffen d ers  had  h ig h e r  r a te s  of re c id iv ism  than  white 

ju v en ile  o ffen d e rs , th e  d iffe re n tia l betw een  non-w hite  and w hite 

o ffenders  w as n o t as g re a t  a s  th a t found in  the W olfgang, e t a l , , 

study.

H ypothesis  IV w as th a t juven ile  o ffen d ers  w ith school p ro b 

le m s  w ill ex p erien ce  a  h ig h e r  r a te  of re c id iv ism  than  those  juven ile  

o ffen d ers  who do not have school p ro b le m s . T h is  hypo thesis  a lso  

found sup p o rt f ro m  p re v io u s  ju v en ile  re c id iv ism  stud ies (Sakata- 

L itw ack, 1971; W olfgang, e t  a l . , 1972; M eade, 1973). The ex am in a

tion  of two way c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  a n a ly s is  showed th a t r e s u l ts  did, 

indeed , su p p o rt th is  h y p o th esis . T hose juven ile  o ffenders  who w ere  

c la s s if ie d  a s  having schoo l p ro b le m s  h a d  m uch  m o re  re c id iv ism  

th an  those  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who d id  n o t have schoo l p ro b le m s.

T h ree  way c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  a n a ly s is  concern ing  th is  hypoth

e s is  w as exam ined  when co n tro llin g  fo r  the  v a r ia b le s  of sex, ra c e , 

and  s e r io u sn e ss  of o ffense . In te rm s  of sex , both  fem a le s  and 

m a le s  had  m o re  re c id iv ism  when they  w e re  c a te g o riz e d  a s  having 

school p ro b le m s than  when they  did no t have school p ro b le m s. T his
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w as n o t unexpected ; how ever, the la rg e  d iffe re n tia l  p e r ta in in g  to 

re c id iv ism  w as fe lt to  be e x tre m e ly  h igh . T h is  seem s to in d ica te  

th a t m a le  o r  fem ale  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  th a t p o s s e s s  schoo l p ro b 

lem s  w ill have m uch h ig h e r  re c id iv ism  r a te s  than  those  ju v en ile  

o ffen d ers  who do no t have school p ro b le m s .

When exam ining the hypo thesis  a s  s ta te d  and co n tro llin g  fo r  

the r a c e  fa c to r , the r e s u l ts  of th is  study found th a t r a c ia l  f a c to rs  

w ere  in sig n ifican t in  th is  c a s e . Both n o n -w h ites  and  w hites e s ta b 

lish e d  h ig h e r re c id iv ism  w hen they  had  school p ro b le m s  than  when 

they d id  not. A gain, th e re  w as a  la rg e  d iffe ren ce  betw een  re c id iv ism  

found fo r  those  ch ild re n  hav ing  school p ro b le m s  and th o se  c h ild re n  

not having  school p ro b le m s , r e g a rd le s s  of r a c e .  N on-w hite c h ild re n  

not having  school p ro b le m s  had  le s s  re c id iv is m  th an  the o ffen d ers  

who d id  have school p ro b le m s . W hite ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who d id  not 

have school p ro b le m s a lso  had  le s s  re c id iv ism  in  th is  ca teg o ry .

R esu lts  in d ica ted  th a t the v a r ia b le  of schoo l p ro b le m s  w as s ig n if i

can tly  re la te d  to h ig h e r  re c id iv is m  fo r  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers .

When co n tro llin g  fo r  s e r io u s n e ss  of o ffen se , we found th a t 

ju v en ile  o ffenders who had  schoo l p ro b le m s  ex p e rie n c ed  a  h ig h e r  

r a te  of re c id iv ism  than  th o se  juven ile  o ffen d ers  who d id  not have 

schoo l p ro b le m s. T his w as tru e  r e g a rd le s s  of w h eth er the y o u n g s te r  

co m m itted  a juven ile  offense  o r  a  s e r io u s  o ffense . The y o u n g s te r  

who co m m itted  a  ju v en ile  o ffense  and had  schoo l p ro b le m s  h ad  a
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h ig h e r  rec id iv ism , r a te  than  the y o u n g ste r  who co m m itted  a  ju v en ile  

o ffense , but did no t have sch o o l p ro b le m s . L ikew ise , the y o u n g s te r  

who co m m itted  a  s e r io u s  offense and h ad  school p ro b le m s a lso  had  a 

h ig h e r re c id iv ism  ra te  than  the y o u n g s te r  who co m m itted  a  s e r io u s  

o ffense , but did n o t have schoo l p ro b le m s .

H ypo thesis  IV (School P ro b lem s), then , w as su p p o rted  by  both 

two and th re e  w ay c ro s s - ta b u la tio n . The la rg e  d iffe re n tia l involving 

the re c id iv ism  r a te s  of c h ild re n  w ith school p ro b le m s and  th o se  w ith 

out seem  to in d ica te  th a t th is  hy p o th esis  m ay  be one of the b e t te r  

p re d ic to rs  of juven ile  re c id iv ism .

H ypo thesis  V w as th a t juven ile  o ffenders  who cam e fro m  a  

b ro k en  hom e would e x p e rien ce  a  h ig h e r r a te  of re c id iv ism  than  those  

juven ile  o ffen d ers  who cam e fro m  a  s tab le  hom e. T his h y p o th esis  

a lso  w as su p p o rted  by p re v io u s  r e s e a r c h  s tu d ies  (B uikhuisen  & 

H o ek s tra , 1974; M onahan, 1957). Two way c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  a n a ly s is  

re v e a le d  th a t m o re  than  h a lf  of the ju v en ile s  connected  w ith  th is  

study w e re  c la s s if ie d  a s  com ing fro m  fa m ilie s  w ith b ro k en  h o m es.

The ju v en ile  o ffenders who cam e fro m  b ro k en  hom es had m o re  r e c i 

d iv ism  th an  those  juven ile  o ffen d ers  who cam e fro m  hom es th a t w ere  

in tac t. T h ese  findings su p p o rt the fo u rth  hy p o th esis .

T h re e  w ay c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  a n a ly s is  co n tro lled  fo r  the v a r i 

ab les  of sex , age, ra c e , and s e r io u s n e ss  of o ffense. I t m igh t be noted  

h e re  th a t b ecau se  m o re  than  ha lf of the sam ple  did com e f ro m  hom es
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th a t w ere  b ro k e , th is  v a r ia b le  m igh t be m o re  d ire c tly  r e la te d  to 

ju v en ile  de linquency  cau sa tio n  r a th e r  th an  juven ile  delinquency r e c i 

d iv ism .

When looking a t  the re c id iv ism  le v e ls  of ju v en ile  o ffenders  

com ing f ro m  b ro k en  ho m es w hile co n tro lling  fo r  sex , we found th a t 

m a le s  h ad  re c o rd e d  m uch  h ig h e r  re c id iv ism  r a te s  than  did f e m a le s . . 

S im ila r ly , fe m a le  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  com ing f ro m  hom es th a t w e re  

b ro k e n  had  m o re  re c id iv is m  w hen co m p ared  to  th o se  fem ale  ju v en ile  

o ffen d ers  who cam e f ro m  h o m es th a t w e re  in tac t. The p e rc e n ta g e  of 

re c id iv is m  in  th is  c a te g o ry  w as one of the h ig h es t r a te s  e s ta b lish e d  

by fem a le  s in  th is  study.

W hen c o n tro llin g  fo r  ag e , the r e s u l ts  of the p re s e n t study 

found th a t ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who cam e f ro m  hom es th a t w ere  b ro k en  

h ad  m o re  re c id iv is m  than  th o se  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who cam e f ro m  

h o m es th a t w e re  in ta c t, r e g a rd le s s  of w h e th e r they  w e re  in  the young 

(6-14) c a te g o ry  o r the o ld e r  (15-17) ca teg o ry .

In  c o n tro llin g  fo r  r a c e ,  w e found th a t w hite juven ile  o ffen d ers  

who cam e f ro m  b ro k en  h o m es h ad  a h ig h e r  re c id iv ism  ra te  than  th o se  

w hite  ju v en ile  o ffen d e rs  who cam e  fro m  h o m es th a t w ere  in tac t. How

e v e r , th is  w as  n o t the c a se  in  the  non -w h ite  ju v en ile  o ffender ca teg o ry . 

T his w as the  only c a te g o ry  w h ere  r e s u l ts  fro m  th is  study found m o re  

r e c id iv is m  in  h o m es th a t w ere  in ta c t a s  co m p ared  to hom es th a t w e re  

b ro k en .
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In conclusion , the fifth  hypothesis  w as su p p o rted  by two w ay 

c ro s s - ta b u la tio n . With the exception  of the r a c e  v a r ia b le , th re e  way 

c ro s s - ta b u la t io n  a lso  le n t su p p o rt.

The r e s u l ts  of H ypothesis VI (juven ile  o ffen d ers  who com m it 

m o re  s e r io u s  o ffenses w ill ex p erien ce  a  h ig h e r  r a te  of re c id iv ism  

than  th o se  juven ile  o ffen d ers  who com m it le s s  s e r io u s  o ffenses) w as 

su p p o rted  by p rev io u s  r e s e a r c h  stud ies  (Unkovic & D ucsay, 1969; 

W olfgang, F ig lio  & Sellin , 1972). Two way c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  a n a ly s is  

found th a t those  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who co m m itted  s e r io u s  o ffen ses  

h ad  a  h ig h e r  re c id iv ism  ra te  than  those  juven ile  o ffen d ers  who only 

co m m itted  ju v en ile  o ffen ses.

W hile co n tro llin g  fo r  sex , the r e s u l ts  f ro m  th is  s tudy  p ro v ed  

to be  v e ry  in te re s tin g . T h ree  way c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  a n a ly s is  showed 

th a t the th ird  h y p o th esis  w as n o t supported  when co n tro llin g  fo r  m a le  

and fem ale  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers . M ale ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  co m m ittin g  

s e r io u s  o ffen ses  had  a  slig h tly  low er re c id iv ism  ra te  than  m a le  

o ffen d ers  com m itting  juven ile  o ffenses. If  we only exam ined  m a le  

o ffen d ers  concern ing  the n a tu re  of o ffense, the  r e s u l ts  w ould su p p o rt 

H ypo thesis  IIL However, a lthough re c id iv ism  r a te s  w ere  v e ry  c lo se  

fo r  both  s e r io u s  o ffen ses  and juven ile  o ffenses fo r  m a le s , m in im a lly  

h ig h e r  re c id iv is m  w as found in  the juven ile  o ffense ca teg o ry . When 

we exam ined  fem a le  re c id iv ism  fo r  th is  ca teg o ry , we found m o re  

re c id iv is m  fo r  fe m a le s  com m itting  s e r io u s  o ffen ses  than  we found

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



1 0 6

fo r  fe m a le s  com m itting  juven ile  o ffen ses.

T h e re  w e re  c o n tra s tin g  findings concern ing  the re c id iv ism  

ra te s  Of the ra c e  fa c to r .  B oth the non-w hite  and w hite juven ile  offend

e r s  h ad  h ig h e r re c id iv ism  r a te s  in  the  se r io u s  offense ca teg o ry  than  

the juven ile  offense ca teg o ry . The non-w hite juven ile  o ffenders had 

m o re  re c id iv ism  in  th e  se r io u s  offense ca teg o ry  than  the juven ile  

offense ca teg o ry . W hite juven ile  o ffenders  had  a  h ig h er r a te  of 

se rio u s  o ffenses than  juven ile  o ffenses.

In conclusion , findings supported  by two way c ro ss - ta b u la tio n  

. an a ly s is  concern ing  H ypothesis  VI w ere  n o t su p p o rted  by th re e  way 

c ro ss - ta b u la tio n  an alysis ..in  th a t the h ig h e r re c id iv ism  r a te  fo r  

se rio u s  o ffenses w e re  to ta lly  a ttr ib u tab le  to  fem ale  re c id iv ism  ra te s  

and not m a le .

H ypothesis  VII w as th a t a juven ile  offender who h as  changed 

h is  re s id e n c e  o ften  w ill ex p e rien ce  a  h ig h e r  ra te  of re c id iv ism  than 

th o se  juven ile  o ffen d ers  who have n o t changed th e ir  re s id e n c e  as  

often. T h is  h y p o th esis  w as su p p o rted  by p rev io u s  r e s e a rc h  

(B uikhuisen  & H o ek s tra , 1974). The two way c ro ss - ta b u la tio n  a n a l

y s is  does lend  su p p o rt to th is  h y p o th esis . The r e s u l ts  w ere  th a t the 

m o re  often  a  juven ile  m oved, the h ig h er the  ra te  of re c id iv ism  would 

be. The re s id e n tia l  m o b ility  fa c to r  w as lim ite d  to a  f iv e -y e a r  p e r 

iod of tim e.

T h re e  w ay c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  a n a ly s is  had co n s is ten t r e s u l ts
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fo r  m a le s  and fe m a le s . The re s u l ts  d iffe red  only in  the 0 and 1-2 

m ovem ent ca teg o ry . A lso , th e re  w as only a s lig h tly  h ig h e r  r e c id i 

v ism  ra te  fo r  th o se  fe m a le s  in  the 0 m ovem ent ca teg o ry  than  th e re  

was fo r  th e  1-2 ca teg o ry . F o r  fe m a le s  a s  w ell a s  m a le s ,  m o s t of 

the re c id iv ism  w as found in  the ca teg o ry  th a t had  th re e  o r  m o re  m o v e

m en ts .

When exam ining  the th re e  way c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  a n a ly s is , con

tro llin g  fo r  s e r io u sn e ss  of offense, we found m o s t of the re c id iv ism  

in the 3 p lu s m ovem ent ca teg o ry . T h e re  w as again , how ever, som e 

sm all d eg ree  of r a te  d iffe re n tia l in  the juven ile  offense ca teg o ry  con

cern ing  no m ovem ent and one o r two m o v em en ts . I t  w as fe lt th a t th is  

r a te  w as so sm a ll tha t it  w ould have a: n eg lig ib le  e ffec t upon the 

hypo thesis .

In con tro lling  fo r  age , the sam e s itu a tio n  w as found to be tru e  

again. T hose ju v en ile  o ffen d ers , r e g a rd le s s  of age , who had  th re e  

o r  m o re  m o v em en ts  a lso  h ad  h ig h e r re c id iv ism .

W hile co n tro llin g  fo r  the r a c ia l  fa c to r ,  w hite ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  

f it  the s ta te d  h y p o th esis ; the  m o re  r e s id e n tia l  m ovem en t, the h ig h e r  

the re c id iv ism . The non-w hite  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers , how ever, h ad  a  

h ig h er r a te  of re c id iv ism  in  th a t no m ovem ent ca teg o ry  than  the one 

to two m ovem en t ca teg o ry . They did, how ever, r e c o rd  th e ir  h ig h e s t 

ra te  of re c id iv ism  in the th re e  p lus m ovem ent ca teg o ry , a s  d id the 

white ju v en ile  o ffen d ers .
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The la s t  th re e  way c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  a n a ly s is  co n tro lle d  fo r 

the b ro k en  hom e. Those juven ile  o ffen d ers , r e g a rd le s s  of w hether 

they  cam e fro m  a b ro k en  hom e o r  not, who m oved  th re e  o r  m o re  

t im e s  had m o re  re c id iv ism  than  th o se  who did not m ove a s  often.

A fte r  exam ining  the two way and th re e  way c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  

a n a ly s is , we found som e sup p o rt fo r  the r e s id e n tia l  m o b ility  hypoth

e s is .  H ow ever, su p p o rt w as n o t c o n s is te n t th roughou t a l l  the  th re e  

way c ro ss - ta b u la tio n  ta b le s . In  g en e ra l, one m ig h t be ab le  to 

h ypo thesize  in  such a  way th a t a  new h y p o th esis  m igh t re a d  "those 

ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who have m oved  th re e  o r  m o re  tim e s  d u rin g  a 

f iv e -y e a r  p e rio d  of tim e  w ill e x p e rien ce  a h ig h e r  r a te  of re c id iv ism  

th an  those  ju v en ile s  who have not m oved a s  often . "

H ypothesis VIII w as th a t ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ith lo w er in te l

lig en ce  q u o tien ts  w ill have h ig h e r re c id iv ism  r a te s  than  juven ile  

o ffen d ers  w ith h ig h er in te llig en ce  q u o tien ts . T h is h y p o th esis  w as 

su p p o rted  by p rev io u s  r e s e a rc h  s tu d ies  (G anzer & S araso n , 1973;

S epsi, 1971). An exam ination  of the two way c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  

a n a ly s is  r e v e a ls  th a t the r e s u l ts  do not fu lly  su p p o rt the h y p o th esis . 

T hose  juven ile  o ffenders  w ith IQ 's  of 90 and  un d er had m o re  r e c id i

v ism  than those  juven ile  o ffenders w ith IQ 's  in  the ran g e  f ro m  90 to 

110, but had  le s s  re c id iv ism  th an  th o se  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who had  

IQ 's  o v er 110. This does not su p p o rt the h y p o th esis  a s  p re d ic te d .

In fa c t, the a n a ly s is  d e m o n s tra te s  th a t re c id iv ism  r a te s  a r e  low est 

fo r  those  juven ile  o ffenders in the la r g e s t  IQ ca teg o ry  (90-110) and
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a re  h ig h e s t fo r  th o se  on e ith e r  end of the  IQ continuum  (under 90 and 

110+).

Two ta b le s  concern ing  th re e  w ay c ro s s - ta b u la t io n  an a ly s is  

w e re  a lso  exam ined , co n tro llin g  fo r  sex  and  b ro k en  ho m es.

The tab le  p e r ta in in g  to sex  show ed som e find ings not found 

in  the two way c ro s s - ta b u la tio n  a n a ly s is . It w as d isc o v e re d  th a t 

m a le  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ith  IQ 's  of 90 and  u n d e r had  the h ig h es t ra te  

of re c id iv ism  f o r  th is  ca teg o ry . The fem a le  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers , how

e v e r , had  m uch le s s  re c id iv ism  fo r  the sam e  ca te g o ry , w hich happen

ed  to be the lo w est re c id iv ism  found in  the e n tire  ta b le . A gain, the 

th re e  way c r o s s -  tab u la tio n  a n a ly s is  tab le  does not su p p o rt th is  

h y p o th esis .

W hile co n tro llin g  fo r  the v a r ia b le  of b ro k en  hom e, we find  

th a t ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who re s id e  in  h o m es th a t a r e  in ta c t p o s s e s s  

le s s  re c id iv ism  when co m p ared  w ith  th o se  juven ile  o ffen d ers  com ing 

fro m  h o m es th a t a r e  not in tac t, r e g a rd le s s  of the in te llig en ce  quotien t 

ca teg o ry  p re se n te d  by th is  study. T he IQ ca teg o ry  90 to 110, w hich 

h ad  the la r g e s t  n u m b er of su b je c ts , had  the la r g e s t  am ount of v a rian ce  

betw een  re c id iv is m  r a te s  involving ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  com ing fro m  

hom es th a t w e re  in tac t and  juven ile  o ffen d e rs  com ing fro m  hom es 

th a t w ere  not in tac t.

In  conclusion , a l l  of the find ings in  th is  th e s is  w ere  supportive  

of the hyp o th esis  p e rta in in g  to sex, schoo l p ro b le m s , and high
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re s id e n tia l  m o b ility . P a r t i a l  sup p o rt (two w ay c ro ss - ta b u la tio n )  w as 

found fo r  the hyp o th eses concern ing  ra c e , b ro k en  h o m es, and s e r io u s 

n e s s  of o ffense . The hyp o th eses involving o ld e r  age and IQ w ere  

re je c te d .

With o u r su m m ary  of the hyp o th eses co m ple te , we w ill now 

d isc u ss  som e of the sh o rtco m in g s in  th is  study.

L im ita tio n s

The in take inv en to ry  fo rm  u sed  by the p ro b a tio n  o ff ic e rs  w ith in  

the ju v en ile  co u r t sy stem  fro m  w hich th ese  data  w e re  ob tained  w as 

fe lt to be in  i ts e lf  a  lim itin g  fa c to r . A s w as s ta ted  p rev io u sly , 

th e re  w ere  a  to ta l of 35 d iffe re n t v a r ia b le s  inc luded  w ith in  the fo rm a t 

of the  in take inven to ry . H ow ever, a  n um ber of th ese  v a r ia b le s  w ere  

found to be e x tre m e ly  su b jec tiv e  in  n a tu re . B ecau se  of the d iffe ren t 

ty p es  of p e rso n a lity  and va lue  backgrounds of the ind iv idual p ro b a 

tion o ff ic e rs , som e in itia l  r e s e a r c h  concern ing  the su b jec tiv e  v a r ia b le s  

re v e a le d  a  wide ran g e  of re sp o n s e s  involving s im ila r  types of s itu a tio n s . 

With th is  in m ind , th is  p a r t ic u la r  study co n cern ed  i ts e lf  only w ith 

ob jec tiv e  data.

A no ther fa c to r , p e rh p a s  le s s  lim itin g , w as the leng th  of tim e 

the ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ere  given to  re c id iv ia te . In take inven to ry  

fo rm s  w e re  com ple ted  on a l l  ad ju d ica ted  youth. H ow ever, m any  of 

the c h ild re n  in  the study had  a  m uch g re a te r  tim e  p e r io d  than one y e a r  

in  o rd e r  to becom e a  re c id iv is t .  T h is  is  i l lu s tra te d  by the fa c t th a t
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the younger age g ro u p  (6-14) did, in  a l l  c a se s , e s ta b lish  h ig h e r  r e c i 

d iv ism  r a te s  than  the o lder age group (15-17). Since the in take 

in v en to ry  fo rm s  w ere  co m ple ted  on a l l  ex isting  c a se lo ad s  and a ll 

new c a s e s  w ith in  th e  tw o -y e a r  p e rio d  of tim e, i t  s tands to  re a so n  

th a t a l l  new  o ld e r (15-17) ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  w ould have le s s  tim e to 

re c id iv a te  than  the new  younger ju v en ile  o ffenders (6-14).

A nother lim itin g  fa c to r  of the in take in v en to ry  fo rm  w as th a t 

i t  could no t re v e a l the am ount of re c id iv ism . A gain, by defin ition , 

re c id iv ism  r e f e r r e d  to  those  ju v en ile  o ffenders who cam e to the 

a tten tio n  of the c o u rt and w ere  ad jud ica ted  m o re  than one tim e . It 

would be in te re s tin g  to ex p lo re  the d iffe ren ces  betw een  those  ju v en ile  

r e c id iv is ts  who re c id iv a te d  fo u r o r  five or m o re  tim e s . A lso , con

ce rn in g  th e  defin ition  of re c id iv ism , th e re  e x is te d  the p o ss ib ility  

th a t a  p o lice  o ffic e r  w ould ap p reh en d  a  juven ile  o ffender but would 

no t alw ays m ake a r e f e r r a l  to juven ile  court. So, a ju v en ile  o ffen d er 

u n d er the ju r is d ic tio n  of the juven ile  c o u rt could ac tu a lly  have com 

m itte d  an o th e r  o ffense , but would n o t be  c la s s if ie d  as  a  re c id iv is t  

due to the  fa c t  th a t the  ju v e n ile 's  a c tio n  m ay n e v e r  have been  b ro u g h t 

to  the a tten tio n  of the  co u rt.

In  g en e ra l, th is  study ex p lo red  only d iffe ren ce s  betw een th o se  

ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who a p p e a re d  b e fo re  the co u rt one tim e  and those  

juven ile  o ffen d ers  who a p p e a re d  b efo re  the c o u rt m o re  than  once.

This is  n o t the b e s t  p ro c e d u re  fo r  exam ining juven ile  re c id iv ism .
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T h ere  a re  f a r  too m any com plex  qu estio n s th a t a re  le ft u n an sw ered  

when using  a  d icho tom ized  sam p le .

A nother lim itin g  fa c to r  w as th a t ap p ro x im a te ly  10 d iffe ren t 

p ro b a tio n  o ffic e rs  re sp o n d ed  to th e  in take in ven to ry  fo rm . Even 

when dealing  w ith som e of the ob jective  v a r ia b le s , th e re  is  s ti l l  a  

sub jec tive  thought p ro c e s s  o cc u rrin g  w ith in  the m inds of the in d iv i

d u a l p ro b a tio n  o ffic e r . T h is  w as e sp e c ia lly  n o ticeab le  d u rin g  the 

coding p ro c e s s . C e r ta in  o ff ic e rs  w ere  m uch m o re  a c c u ra te  and 

concerned  about f illin g  out the fo rm  c o r re c tly . O thers  f e l t  the 

fo rm  to be som ew hat in s ig n ifican t and p a id  m uch le s s  a tten tio n  to 

i ts  p u rp o se s . It is  fe l t  by th is  a u th o r th a t a t the tim e the in take 

inven to ry  fo rm  w as in  o p e ra tio n  th e re  w ere  only a few p ro b a tio n  

o ffic e rs  on the  s ta ff who fe lt  the  r e s e a r c h  w ould prove b en e fic ia l to 

them .

In ligh t of th e se  lim ita tio n s  and the fa c t th a t ev e ry  r e s e a r c h  

study seem s to leav e  m o re  q u estio n s  u n an sw ered  than  an sw ered , 

fu r th e r  ex am in atio n  of the su b jec t is  w a rra n ted . A tten tion  w ill now 

focus on th is  a re a .

S uggestions fo r  F u tu re  R e se a rc h

A s w as m en tioned  in  the  p rec ed in g  section , it is  fe l t  by th is  

au th o r th a t fu tu re  r e s e a rc h  should be a im ed  in  the d ire c tio n  of 

s e v e rity  of re c id iv ism . M o reo v e r, quite  often a  child  m ay  com m it 

one, two, o r  m o re  o ffenses and, even though lab e led  a  re c id iv is t ,
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s t i l l  b eco m es  " re h a b ili ta te d ” and is  quite su cc e ss fu l. In o th e r 

in s ta n c e s , som e ju v en ile s  com m it two and th re e  o r  m o re  o ffenses 

and r e s o r t  to  ad u lt c r im e  fo r  the r e s t  of th e ir  l iv e s . F u tu re  r e s e a r c h  

should d ire c t  i ts  e ffo rts  in  the a r e a  of d e te rm in in g  w hich juven ile  

o ffen d ers  a r e  going to be  the fu tu re  "h ard  c o re "  adu lt c r im in a l offend

e r s .  The n a tu ra l p lace  to  in itia te  th is  r e s e a r c h  is , of c o u rse , the 

juven ile  c o u r t sy stem . To in v estig a te  the e n tire  sy s tem  is  p ro b le 

m a tic , s ince  each  county juven ile  c o u r t sy stem  is  autonom ous and 

e s ta b lis h e s  po licy  acco rd in g  to i ts  own ind iv idual n eed s . Such a  con

d ition  is  not conducive to  the co m p ara tiv e  a n a ly s is  of ju v en ile  co u rt 

s y s te m s , le t  alone a ttem pting  to im p lem en t co m p a riso n s  w ith adu lt 

sy s te m s.

A n o th er a re a  of fu tu re  r e s e a r c h  would be to im p lem en t a  

sam ple  w hich would include ev e ry  ch ild  en te rin g  the ju v en ile  ju s tic e  

sy s tem . Such a  sam ple  would be designed  in  o rd e r  to fa c il ita te  the 

needs of r e s e a r c h e r s .  O ur juven ile  co u rt sy s te m s  today have s ta g 

g erin g  am ounts of data. M ost of th is  d a ta , how ever, a re  not condu

cive to good r e s e a rc h . The in fo rm atio n  con ta ined  w ith in  the c o u rt 

sy s tem  u su a lly  a r e  leg a lly  and so c ia lly  o rie n te d . It i s  un fo rtunate  

th a t m o re  r e s e a r c h  cannot be conducted w ith th is  v a s t am ount of 

av a ilab le  in fo rm atio n . P o litic a lly , th is  is  f e l t  to be unw ise by som e 

juven ile  c o u r t ju d g es. A gain , the autonom ous pow er a  judge h a s  o v er 

h is  county juven ile  co u rt sy s tem  d e te rm in e s  w h e th e r o r  no t r e s e a rc h
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w ill be conducted  w ith in  th a t sy s tem .

A f in a l q uestion , co n cern ed  w ith  ev e ry  r e s e a r c h  study, is :

Of w hat v a lu e  i s  i t?  T hus, the  f in a l sec tio n  of th is  study w ill a d d re s s  

i ts e lf  to th a t q uestion .

Im p lica tio n s

T he im p lic a tio n s , in  te rm s  of r e d ire c t in g  ju v en ile  co u rt p o licy , 

a re  m any . The s tro n g  su p p o rt g iven  to the  f i r s t  h y p o th e s is , tha t m a le  

ju v en ile  o ffen d e rs  w ill e x p e rie n c e  a  h ig h e r  r a te  of re c id iv ism  than  

fem a le  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers , could  p o ss ib ly  le a d  to  the developm ent of a  

s p e c ia liz e d  ca se lo a d  fo r  m a le  y o u n g s te rs  p ro n e  to  re c id iv ism . F o r  

exam ple , H ypo thesis  VI (juven ile  o ffen d ers  w ith  school p ro b le m s w ill 

e x p e rie n c e  a h ig h e r  r a te  of r e c id iv is m  than  th o se  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  

who do no t have schoo l p ro b lem s) and H y p o th esis  IV (juven ile  o ffen d ers  

who com e f ro m  a  b ro k en  hom e w ill ex p e rie n c e  a  h ig h e r  r a te  of r e c id i 

v ism  than  th o se  ju v en ile  o ffen d ers  who com e f ro m  a s tab le  home) co m 

b ined  to g e th e r  w ith  a  m a le  re c id iv is t ,  m ig h t n e c e s s i ta te  the need fo r  a  

" h ig h -r is k "  re c id iv is t  sp e c ia liz e d  c a se lo a d . A dvantages to th is  w ould 

be m o re  sp e c ia liz e d  a tten tion , in c re a s e d  tim e  w ith  c lien ts , in c re a s e d  

tim e  w ith  fam ily , in c re a s e d  com m unity  o rg a n iz a tio n  concern ing  

c lie n ts , and  a  re d u c e d  c a se lo a d  s ize  fo r  th e  p ro b a tio n  o ffic e r . The 

e s ta b lish m e n t of such  a  " sp e c ia liz e d  c a se lo a d "  m ig h t sig n ifican tly  

red u ce  the am ount of re c id iv ism  p re se n tly  e x p e rie n c e d  by those 

y o u n g s te rs  fittin g  the ab o v e-m en tio n ed  h y p o th ese s .
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With the r e s u l ts  of th is  study rev ea lin g  su p p o rt fo r  the m a jo rity  

of the  p re v io u s ly  s ta te d  h y p o th eses, i t  m igh t be p o ss ib le  to convince 

the ind iv idual c o u r t sy stem  to develop fu tu re  r e s e a r c h  of its  own. 

P re s e n tly ,  the  ju v en ile  co u rt sy s te m  fro m  w hich th is  d a ta  w e re  g a th e r 

ed  is  ex p lo rin g  the p o ss ib ility  of acq u irin g  i ts  own co m p u te r sy stem  in  

o rd e r  to p ro v id e  i t  w ith im p ro v ed  r e s e a r c h .

In .th a t the s ix th -s ta te d  h y p o th esis  (school p ro b lem s) w as 

s tro n g ly  su p p o rted , i t  is  fe l t  new  gains could p o ss ib ly  be m ade through 

the in te ra c tio n  of the juven ile  c o u r t sy stem  and the school sy s tem s  

w ith in  the county. I t is  p o ssib le  th a t, th rough  im p ro v ed  and c re a tiv e  

p ro g ra m  developm en t by the schoo l sy s te m s  in  the county, delinquency 

p rev en tio n  m ig h t be p lau sib le . Since 1970, w hen the  d a ta  w ere  f i r s t  

g a th e red , th e re  have been  n u m ero u s a lte rn a tiv e  education  school p r o 

g ra m s  d ire c tin g  e m p h as is  in  th is  p a r t ic u la r  a re a .

O th er im p lic a tio n s  fo r  the ju v en ile  co u rt sy s tem  would be to 

im p lem en t a  sc reen in g  in s tru m e n t in  o rd e r  to d e te rm in e  som e type 

of re c id iv is m  s c o re . The r e s e a r c h  p re se n te d  in  th is  study could be 

a  s ta r t  in th a t d ire c tio n . F o r  ex am p le , if a  ch ild  e n te r in g  juven ile  

c o u rt fo r  the f i r s t  tim e  has school p ro b le m s , com es f ro m  a  broken  

hom e, is  young in  age , and has  e x p e r ie n c e d  a  lo t of re s id e n tia l  m o b il

ity , ch an ces  a r e  th a t th is  ch ild  w ill be a  r e c id iv is t  in  the not too 

d is ta n t fu tu re . If the opposite  s itu a tio n  e x is ts ,  a  ch ild  en te rin g  co u rt 

w ith  no school p ro b le m s , is  o ld e r  in  age, and h a s  no t changed
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re s id e n c e  in  the  p a s t  five  y e a r s ,  a  p o ss ib le  d is m is s a l  o r  re la tiv e  e a sy  

p ro b a tio n  p e r io d  m ig h t be  d es ig n a ted  fo r  such  a  c lien t. A s w as s ta te d  

p rev io u s ly , such  a  sc ree n in g  in s tru m e n t could  be developed fro m  the 

m a te r ia l  p ro v id ed  in  th is  study, but w ould p robab ly  re q u ire  m any 

ad d itio n a l v a r ia b le s  in  o rd e r  to  m ake i t  a  re p re s e n ta tiv e  sc reen in g  

in s tru m e n t.

F in a lly , th is  r e s e a r c h  study le a v e s  m any  u n an sw ered  q u e s 

tions hopefully  fo r  fu tu re  r e s e a r c h e r s  to ex p lo re . I t is  hoped th a t 

th is  p re s e n t  study, w hich a ttem p ted  to  a n sw e r  sp ec ific  q u estio n s  con

ce rn in g  ju v en ile  re c id iv ism , m ig h t a lso  s e rv e  a s  a  s tim u lu s  fo r  

o th e rs  to a c ce p t the challenge of fu tu re  r e s e a r c h  in th is  a re a .
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APPENDIX

INTAKE INVENTORY

NAME: ___________________________________ SCHOOL SYSTEM:

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________

E L . SCHL. DISTRICT:

(1) SEX

M ale
F e m a le

(2) PREVIOUS COURT RECORD

Yes
No

(3) FIR ST R E FE R R E D  O FFEN SE

F  elony 
M isd em ean o r 
Ju v en ile  O ffense

(4) F IR ST  SPEC IFIC  OFFENSE

A ssa u lt
A uto T heft
B & E /I l le g a l  E n try
D isobed ien t
E x to rtio n
F  o rg e ry
L a rc e n y
L iq u o r V io lation  
Runaw ay 
School P ro b le m
Sex (sp e c ify )_________________
V andalism
O ther ( sp e c ify )_______________
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(5) GROUP/SOLITARY O FFENSE (FIRST REFER RA L) If m in o r 
w as accom pan ied  and supported  by com panions im m ed ia te ly  
p r io r  to, du ring , o r  a f te r  offense, in d ica te  "g roup" even though 
those com panions m ay not have been  ch arg ed  as  acco m p lices
o r a c c e s s o r ie s .

Group
S o lita ry

(6) AGE A T FIRST REFER R A L

U nder 12 Y ear Month
12 - 12/6
12/6 - 13 FIR ST OFFENSE ( ) ( )
13 - 13/6
13/6 - 14 DATE OF BERTH ( ) ( )
14 - 14/6
14/6 - 15
15 - 15/6 AGE A T FIRST
15/6 - 16 REFER RA L ( ) ( )
16 - 16/6
16/6 - 17

(7) MOST SERIOUS SUBSEQUENT OFFEN SE

F  elony 
M isdem eanor 
Ju v en ile  O ffense

(8) PO LICE CONTACTS PRIOR TO FIRST R E FER R A L "C ontact"  
in  th is context r e f e r s  to one in  w hich m in o r w as involved as  a 
p a r tic ip a n t in  an  o ffense, o r  w h ere  th e re  is  re a so n a b le  cause  
to b e liev e  th a t he  w as involved; a re c o rd e d  po lice  con tac t of a 
negative  n a tu re .

Yes
No

(9) FAMILY CONTACT WITH ENFORCEM ENT AGENCIES
" A rre s te d 1' r e f e r s  to being  apprehended a n d /o r  taken in to  p o lice  
custody w hether o r not ac tu a lly  confined a n d /o r  convicted.
(In the ca se  of a  ju v en ile , w hether o r not ac tu a lly  pe titio n ed  
in to  c o u r t .)  In bo th  " a r r e s t s "  and "neg lec t, " th e re  should be 
a rea so n a b le  b a s is  fo r b e liev ing  that the a lleg ed  offense o r 
c irc u m sta n c e s  ex is ted  in  fa c t even though fu r th e r  fo rm a l ac tion  
w as not p u rsu ed .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



1 2 3

F a th e r  a r r e s te d  
M other a r r e s te d  
O lder s ib lin g  a r r e s te d  
Y ounger s ib ling  a r r e s te d  
"F am ily  tro u b le"
N eg lec t c o m p la in ts / r e fe r ra ls

(10) RACE - M ongoloid in c lu d es  O rie n ta ls , Ind ians, and 
M ex ican -A m erican s

C aucasoid
N egroid
M ongoloid

(11) RECORD - REPU TA TIO N  OF CLOSEST FRIENDS

Stable non -d e lin q u en t - no p o lice  con tac t and no cause  to 
q uestion  b eh av io r

M arg in a l - un accep tab le  hom e, schoo l, com m unity  b eh av io r, 
b u t no r e f e r r a l s

D elinquent - r e f e r r a l s  m ade and au th o rized  by co u rt

(12) MARITAL STATUS OF N A TU RA L/LEGA L PARENTS - 
" In tac t"  r e f e r s  to p a re n ts  who a r e  m a r r ie d  and liv ing to g e th er 
(except invo lun tary  s e p a ra tio n s  due to m ili ta ry  se rv ic e , 
h o sp ita liza tio n , e t c . ) "N ot in ta c t"  includes d iv o rc e , d e se rtio n s , 
e tc .

In tact 
Not In tac t

(13) CHILD LIVING WITH

N a tu ra l/L e g a l P a re n ts  
M other and S te p -fa th e r  
M other only 
F a th e r  and S tep -m o th e r 
O ther

(14) W ELFA RE HISTORY OF FAM ILY - E a rn ed  b en efits  such  as 
Social S ecu rity , In su ra n c e , W o rk m en 's  C om pensation, 
a lim o n y /su p p o rt, v e te ra n 's  b e n e f its , e tc . ,  a r e  not to be 
co n s id e red  a s  w e lfa re .
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T otally  dependent on w e lfa re  
S u p p lem en ta ry  dependent 
S p o rad ic a lly  dependent 
No dependence on w e lfa re

(15) EARNED INCOME OR BEN EFITS

0000 - 4999 
5000 - 7499 
7500 - 10,000 
O ver 10, 000

(16) EM PLO Y M EN T OF PARENTS OR PA R EN T SURROGATES

F a th e r
M other
Both

(17) DEPENDENTS LIVING ON INCOME - Include adu lt(s) to whom 
b en e fits  a r e  paid b u t do n o t include p e rso n s  liv ing  in the hom e 
(g ra n d p a re n ts , b o a rd e r s ,  e t c . ) who have s e p a ra te  in co m es 
and no im m ed ia te  re sp o n s ib ili ty  fo r m a in ten an ce  of fa m ily  unit.

3 o r  le s s
4 o r  5
6 o r m o re

(18) RESIDENCE CHANGES IN PA ST FIVE YEARS

None
1 o r 2
3 o r m o re

(19) COHESIVENESS OF FAM ILY UNIT - U n in teg ra ted : ind iv idual 
independence and lack  of re sp o n s ib ili ty  to and fo r o th e r  m e m b e rs . 
Som e: a ttem p ts  a t  in te ra c tio n  and invo lvem en t. C ohesive: 
so c ia l and em otional inv o lv em en t and in te ra c tio n  a m o n g st m e m 
b e r s  of the fam ily  un it.

U n in teg ra ted
Some e lem en ts  of cohesion  
C ohesive
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(20) DOMINANT ATTITUDE OF PARENTS - re la t iv e  to the child  
and h is  invo lvem en t in  the offense in  te rm s  of th e ir  ex p re sse d  
a ttitu d e s  and a c tio n s . ''D efen siv e” m ay  include h o s tility  
tow ard  o ffic ia l au th o rity  o r  p ro je c tio n  of b lam e and r e s p o n s i
b ility . " in c o n s is te n t” m a y  include h o s til i ty  tow ard the ch ild .

C oncerned
D efensive
In c o n s is te n t

(21) DOMINANT REACTION OF CHILD TO IMMEDIATE HOME 
AND FAM ILY SITUATION

F a v o ra b le  - g e n e ra lly  re sp e c tfu l, co o p era tiv e , and con cern ed  

U nfavorab le  - lack ing  re s p e c t ,  h o s tile  to p a re n ts ,  defian t, e tc .

(22) INVOLVEM ENT OF CHILD WITH HELPING  AGENCIES/ 
INDIVIDUALS

Include F a m ily  C ounseling , Child G uidance C lin ic , School 
S ocia l W o rk e rs  (S erv ice  r a th e r  than  fin an c ia l a s s is ta n c e ) .

(2 3) EXTRACURRICULAR INTERESTS - Include o rg an ized  
a c tiv it ie s  a n d /o r  ind iv idual hobb ies, e tc .

Y es
No

(24) A TTITU D E OF CHILD CONCERNING INVOLVEM ENT IN 
O FFEN SE

P o s it iv e  - e x p re s s e s  and m an ife s ts  c o n ce rn
N egative - in d iffe re n t, ra tio n a liz e s  o r p ro je c ts  b la m e , e tc .

(25) ATTITUD E OF MINOR TOWARD COURT

P o s it iv e  - e x p re s s e s  co o p era tiv e  a ttitu d e  
N egative - in d iffe ren t, h o s tile

(26) SCHOOL ADJUSTM ENT - based  on schoo l o ff ic ia ls ' evaluation  
of g e n e ra l b e h a v io r /p e rfo rm a n c e

A ccep tab le  - re a so n a b le  co o p era tio n  and u se  of p o ten tia l 
Not a c ce p ta b le  - fa iling ; in  danger of su sp en s io n  o r expulsion
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(27) SCHOOL ATTENDANCE - schoo l o ffic ia ls ' evaluation  fo r 
c u r re n t  o r  m o s t r e c e n t  s e m e s te r

R eg u la r  - no cau se  fo r co n cern
I r r e g u la r  - ab se n t 10% o r m o re  fo r  q u es tio n ab le  re a so n s  
D ro p -o u t

(28) IN TELLIG EN CE QUOTIENT

U nder 80 
80-89 
90 - 110 
O ver 110

(29) TY PE OF FAM ILY DWELLING

P ro je c t  
M ultip le  
S ingle U nit

(30) LOCATION OF HOME

U rb an  - w ithin  c ity  lim its  
Suburban  - ad jo in ing  c ity
R u ra l C om m unity  - town, v illag e  o r s e ttle m e n t s e p a ra te d  
fro m  city
R u ra l  - fa rm  o r fa rm  a r e a

(31) PHYSICAL CONDITION OF DWELLING - in  te rm s of re p a ir  
r a th e r  than housekeep ing . "S u b stan d ard "  in d ica te s  th a t 
changes o r r e p a i r s  a r e  needed  to in su re  the  p e rso n a l sa fe ty  
h e a lth  of occupan ts, o r  to conform  to bu ild ing  codes.

S tandard
S ubstandard

(32) HOUSEKEEPING STANDARDS

S u p erio r - m e ticu lo u s  to  an e x tre m e  o r b o rd e r in g  ex trem e  
S tandard  - u n c lu tte re d  o r  s lig h tly  c lu tte re d  w ith evidence of 
re c e n t  c lean ing
S u b stan d ard  - accu m u la ted  c lu tte r ;  d ir ty  to  filthy
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(33) DELINQUENCY RA TE IN AREA (E le m e n ta ry  school d is tr ic t)

High
M edium
Low
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