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CHAPTER I  

THE PURPOSE AND ITS BACKGROUND 

I* The P u rp o se

The p u rp o s e  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t o  g a in  i n s i g h t  i n t o  th e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  in  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a t t i t u d e s  o v e r  a  tw e n ty - s ix  

y e a r  s p a n .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  th e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  c o n c e rn e d  

w i th  a n s w e r in g  t h e  f o l lo w in g  q u e s t i o n s i

1 .  I s  t h e r e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  f a m i ly  s i z e ?

2 .  I s  th e  e n v io m m e n t f o r  c h i l d r e n  d e v e lo p in g  in  q u a l i t y ?

3 .  Does t h e  e d u c a t io n  l e v e l  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  r e l a t e  to  

th e  num ber o f  c h i l d r e n  w a n te d  i n  th e  home?

4 .  H as th e  new fo u n d  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  fe m a le  made 

a n y  c h an g e  in  t h e  f a m i ly  s t r u c t u r e ?

5 .  Does th e  num ber o f  c h i l d r e n  r e l a t e  t o  m a r i t a l  s a t i s 

f a c t i o n ?

6 .  Do e q u a l i t a r i a n  m a r r ia g e s  s t i l l  r e a c h  c o m p a ra t iv e  

s u c c e s s  in  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  g o a l s ?

7 .  Have t h e  c h a n g e s  in  econom ic  s t a t u s  r e s u l t e d  in  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  f a a i l y  s i z e  e x p e c t a t i o n s ?

8 . Do s o c i a l  s t a t u s  an d  o r  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  a p p e a r  t o

be a  f a c t o r  i n  an y  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p a r e n t a l  a t t i t u d e s ?

9 .  Do r e l i g i o u s  i d e o l o g i e s  c a r r y  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  im p o r ta n c e

1 0 . Have c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  s e p a r a t e d  s e x  fro m  c h i l d b e a r i n g ,

w h ich  may h av e  a n  e f f e c t  on m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n ?

1
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II. Background of Child-bearing Attitudes

The E n g l i s h  te rm  *fa m ily *  i s  a  p o ly s e m ic  w ord u se d  to  

d e s c r i b e  a  c o n ju g a l  p a i r  an d  t h e i r  y o u n g . B u rg e ss  an d  Locke 

r e s e a r c h  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  th e  f a m i ly ,  u se  an  

i n c l u s i v e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  f a m ily  w h ich  in c lu d e s  th e  

f o l lo w in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s *

1 .  The f a m i ly  c o n s i s t s  o f  p e r s o n s  u n i t e d  by th e  
b o n d s o f  m a r r ia g e  (h u sb a n d  and  w i f e ) ,  o r  b lo o d  
o r  a d o p t io n  ( p a r e n t s  and  c h i l d r e n ) .

2 .  The m em bers o f  th e  f a m ily  t y p i c a l l y  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  
a s  one h o u s e h o ld .  The s i z e  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o ld  may 
v a ry  fro m  th e  e x te n d e d  f a m i ly  t o  th e  m a r i t a l  
g ro u p  o f  h u sb a n d  and  w i f e .

3 . The f a m i ly  m em bers e n a c t  r o l e s  s o c i a l l y  p r e 
s c r i b e d  an d  e n d o rs e d  by  th e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I n 
t e r a c t i o n  in  te r ra s  o f  th e s e  r o l e s  g iv e s  a  u n i ty  
t o  t h e  fa m ily *  and

k. The f a m i ly  m a in ta in s  a  common c u l t u r e  d e r iv e d  
m a in ly  from  th e  g e n e r a l  c u l t u r e ^ a s  b r o u g h t  t o  
th e  f a m i ly  by hu sb an d  and  w i f e .

O ver th e  y e a r s ,  t h e  A m erican  f a m i ly  h a s  u n d e r  gone a  v a r i e t y

o f  c h a n g e s , f o r  e x am p le , m ore and  e a r l i e r  m a r r i a g e s ,  g r e a t e r

f a m i ly  d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  r e m a r r i a g e ,  d e c l i n i n g

b i r t h  r a t e ,  p a r t i a l  l o s s  o f  f a m ily  f u n c t i o n s ,  c h a n g in g
2

s e x  r o l e s ,  and  i n c r e a s i n g  i n d iv id u a l i s m .

^ E r n e s t  W, B u rg e s s  and  H arvey  J .  L o ck e , The F a m ily .
(New York* A m erican  Book Company, 1 9 5 0 ) ,  p p . 7 -8 .

E . E . L e M a s te r s ,  P a r e n t s  in  M odern A m e ric a . (Homewood, 
I l l i n o i s *  The D o rse y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 ) , p .  23•
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C avan  found*

The f a m i ly  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  i s  a  b le n d  o f  t r a d 
i t i o n a l  fo rm s  b r o u g h t  t o  t h i s  c o u n tr y  by th e  v a r i e d  
m ig r a t i n g  p e o p le  t h a t  h a v e  fo rm ed  A m erican  S o c i e t y .
T h is  e v e r - c h a n g in g  b le n d  h a s  b e e n  m o d if ie d  by  t h e  im p a c t 
o f ,  f i r s t ,  s e t t l i n g  i n  a  w i ld  c o u n t r y ,  an d  s e c o n d , 
b r i n g i n g  t h a t  c o u n t r y  t o  a  h ig h  s t a t e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  
u rb a n is m . The b a s i c  b i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  a n d  th e  minimmm 
f u n c t i o n s  h av e  b e e n  o v e r l a i d  many t im e s  by  c u l t u r a l  
v e n e e r s  an d  th e  t o t a l  f a m i ly  fo rm  t w i s t e d  an d  m o ld ed  ~ 
t o  f i t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  p e o p le  a n d  o f  th e  c h a n g in g  s o c i e t y . J

In  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t i e s ,

. . .  d e r i v i n g  t h e i r  w e a l th  fro m  th e  l a n d ,  t h e  f a m i ly  
p l o t  a c q u i r e s  a lm o s t  s c a r e d  v& lue from  th e  f a m i l y 's  
d e p en d e n ce  upon i t .  One r e a s o n  f o r  h a v in g  c h i l d r e n  
i s  to  p a s s  t h i s  t r e a s u r e  on fro m  g e n e r a t io n  t o  g e n e r a t i o n ,  
u n s u l l i e d  by  s t r a n g e r s  who may n o t  a p p r e c i a t e  i t .

T hus th e  c o n ju g a l  p a i r  a n d  t h e i r  yo u n g  w ere  k e p t  p r e t t y

much i n t a c t .

I f  su c h  a  s o c i e t y  i s  i l l i t e r a t e ,  im m o r ta l i ty  t e n d s  
t o  b e  c e n t e r e d  in  t h e  f a m i ly  l i n e .  W here n e i t h e r  b o o k s  
n o r  d i a r i e s  n o r  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  r e c o r d  o n e 's  e x i s t e n c e ,  
o b l i v i o n  e n s u e s  u n l e s s  t h e r e  a r e  p ro g e n y  to  k e e p  o n e 's  
memory a l i v e .  I f  a n s c e s t o r  w o rs h ip  i s  th e  o b l i g a t i o n  * 
o f  t h e  l i v i n g ,  c h i l d r e n  p r o v id e  s p i r i t u a l  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y .

D u r in g  C o lo n ia l  t im e s  th e  p i o n e e r  c o n d i t i o n s  p e r m i t t e d

y o u n g  men a n d  women to  a s s o c i a t e  w i th  one a n o th e r  r a t h e r

f r e e l y .  T h e i r  u s u a l  fo rm  o f  c o u r t s h i p  was " B u n d l in g ." T h is

w as in t r o d u c e d  from  E u ro p e  by  th e  D u tch  a n d  E n g l i s h  an d  p r a c t i c e d

-^Ruth S h o n le  C avan , The A m erican  F a m ily  (New York* 
Thomas Y. C ro w e ll  Company, 1969)»  p*

k
R o b e r t  0 .  B l o o d , J r .  a n d  D o n a ld  M. W o lfe , H usbands a n d  

W ives (New York* The F r e e  P r e s s ,  i 9 6 0 ) ,  p .  115»

5 i b i d .
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4
m a in ly  by  lo w e r  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  i n  New E n g la n d . T h is

c u s to m  p e r m i t t e d  th e  l o v e r s  t o  c o u r t  i n  b e d , a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y

d r e s s e d ,  a n d  o f t e n  in  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  o t h e r  f a m i ly  m em bers.

W ash in g to n  I r v i n g  o b se rv ed *

W henever th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  b u n d l in g  p r e v a i l e d ,  t h e r e  was 
a n  a m a z in g  num ber o f  s t u r d y  b r a t s  a n n u a l ly  b o m  . . .  
w i t h o u t  th e  l i c e n s e  o f  t h e  la w , o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  c l e r g y

L a t e r  b u n d l in g  d e c l in e d  due to  th e  i n c r e a s e  o f  w e a l th  f o r

th e  p u r c h a s e  o f  l a r g e r  hom es.

F a m i l i e s  o f  10 o r  12 w e re  q u i t e  commont tw e n ty  o r  tw e n ty -  
f i v e  c h i l d r e n  in  one f a m i ly  w ere  n o t  r a r e  enough  t o  
o c c a s io n  com m ent.

Cavan d e s c r i b e s  th e  p io n e e r  an d  r u r a l  fa m ily *

The p i o n e e r  and  l a t e r  t h e  r u r a l  f a m i ly  had  few  r e s o u r c e s  
e x c e p t  w i t h i n  i t s  own c i r c l e  f o r  th e  p r o d u c t io n  an d  
p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  fo o d  a n d  c l o t h i n g ,  e d u c a t io n  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  
c a r e  o f  s i c k  and  o l d ,  r e c r e a t i o n ,  r e l i g i o u s  o b s e r v a n c e s ,  
a n d  many o t h e r  f u n c t i o n s  now p e rfo rm e d  by  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s

Each m em ber o f  th e  f a m i ly  f e l t  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  n e e d  to  u p -h o ld

and  s u s t a i n  t h e  f a m ily  u n i t  a s  lo n g  a s  he p o s s ib l y  c o u ld .

S m ith  r e v ie w s  th e  f a m ily  u n i t  i n  p i o n e e r  l i f e *

No o ne  c o n t e s t s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  f a m ily  i n  A m erica  
h a s  u n d e rg o n e  tre m e n d o u s  c h a n g e s  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  I f  
we go  b a c k  f a r  enough  we come to  a  p io n e e r  p h a s e  o f  
A m erican  l i f e ,  w here  i n d iv i d u a l i s m  was p e n a l i z e d  th ro u g h

^ W a sh in g to n  I r v i n g ,  D ie d r ic h  K n ic k e rb o c k e r  * s  a  H i s t o r y  
o f  New Y o rk . (New York* P u tn am , 1 8 § o ) ,  p .  2 10 .

^ J .H .S .  B o s s a rd , The S o c io lo g y  o f  C h ild  D e v e lo p m e n t. 
R ev. e d . ,  (New York* H a rp e r ,  195**)» p .  6 2 3 .

Q

o p . c i t . , p .  1 1 .
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b a c h e lo r  t a x e s , an d  b e lo n g in g  to  a  f a a i l y  u n i t  w as a  
n a t t e r  o f  s h e e r  p h y s i c a l  n e c e s s i t y .  H u sb an d s , w ire s*  
a n d  c h i l d r e n  w orked t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  f i e l d s ,  o r  s e p 
a r a t e l y  i n  w oods, an d  c a b i n ,  t o  e k e  o u t  a n  o f t e n  b a re  
s u b s i t e n c e .  The h u sb a n d  p r o t e c t e d  th e  w ife  a n d  c h i l d r e n  
fro m  I n d i a n s ,  and  w if e  a n i a a l s .  C h u rc h es  a n d  s c h o o ls  
w ere  r a r e ,  l e a v in g  m o st r e l i g i o u s  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t 
i v i t y  i n  th e  hom e. The f a m i ly  w as a  s t r i c t  econom ic  
a n d  s o c i a l  n e c e s s i t y  i n  su c h  a  p r e c a r i o u s  w o r ld .  No
body  q u e s t io n e d  th e  r o l e  o f  w om en-w hich w as t o  be  a  
w i f e ,  a  c o o k , a  s e a m s t r e s s ,  a n d  a  b e a r e r  o f  c h i l d r e n .
I n  t u r n ,  th e  h u sb an d  w as t o  p r o t e c t  h e r  an d  p ro v id e  
s u s te n a n c e .  H is  a u t h o r i t y  w as u n q u e s t io n e d .”

L im ite d  k n o w led g e  o f  b i r t h  c o n t r o l  an d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f

c h i l d r e n  a s  p o t e n t i a l  w o rk e r s ,  te n d e d  to  r e i n f o r c e  th e  f a m i ly

m em b er 's  s e c u r i t y .  T ab le  I I  (p a g e  3 7 ) ,  t r a c e s  t h e  U n ite d

S t a t e s  b i r t h  r a t e s  a s  f a r  b a c k  a s  I 8 7 6 .

W ith  t h e  o n s e t  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  an d  u r b a n i z a t i o n ,

th e  f a m i ly  p a t t e r n s  began  t o  c h a n g e .

The f i r s t  r e a l  ch an g e  in  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  U .S . 
becam e n o t i c e a b l e  a f t e r  th e  C i v i l  War, a s  th e  manu
f a c t u r i n g  c i t i e s  o f  th e  N o r t h e a s t  began  to  ex pand  
an d  d e v e lo p .

By 1 8 7 0 , a  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  A m erican  p o p u la t io n  l i v e d  in  c i t i e s .

By 1 9 20 , t h e  p r e c e n ta g e  h ad  c l im b e d  t o  o n e - h a l f .

D u r in g  t h e  y e a r s  when th e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  
w as g ro w in g  m o s t ly  by im m ig ra t io n  and  c i t i e s  w ere  
g ro w in g  p r i m a r i l y  th r o u g h  e i t h e r  im m ig ra t io n  o r  m ig
r a t i o n  fro m  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  t h e  i s o l a t e d  n u c l e a r  f a m i ly  
w as a  v e ry  common t y p e .  D u r in g  t h i s  same p e r io d - a n  
e x te n d e d  o n e - l a c k  o f  m eans o f  t r a v e l  and  c o m m u n ica tio n  
made a  c l o s e  t i e  i m p o s s ib l e .  The i s o l a t i o n  w as n o t

^ H e r b e r t  L . S m ith , " F a m ily  S t r u c t u r e  and S o c i a l  C hange" 
(May, 1 9 6 2 ) , p .  5 .

i 9 c a l v i n  L . B e a le ,  " L e a v in g  th e  Farm " P o p u la t io n  G row th 
an d  th e  Com plex S o c i e t y . H e le n  M a c G ill  Hughes e d .  (B o s to rn  
A lly n  an d  B aco n , 1972) , p .  7 0 .
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p h y s i c a l  b u t  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  an d  s o c i a l .  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
w i th  th e  p a r e n t a l  f a m i ly  w as w eak en ed  o r  d is a p p e a r e d  
e n t i r e l y *  a n d  s o c i a l  c o n t a c t s  w e re  p o s s i b l e  o n ly  a t  
lo n g  i n t e r v a l s  i f  a t  a l l .  The n u c l e a r  f a m i ly ,  e s p e c 
i a l l y  when i s o l a t e d  fro m  k i n f o l k ,  w as a n  e v e n t  o f  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  s t a g e  i n  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  U .S .

T a b le  I I I  (p ag e  ^0 ) ,  show s th e  w o r ld  p o p u la t i o n  g ro w th  

by c o u n t r i e s  fro m  1650  to  i 9 6 0 . N o t ic e  th e  N o rth  A m erican  

i n c r e a s e  from  1850  t o  1900  w h ich  show s t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  imm

i g r a t i o n  a n d  m ig r a t io n  on p o p u la t i o n  g ro w th .

Due t o  t h e  G r e a t  D e p re s s io n  o f  t h e  t h i r t i e s ,  a  new 

t r e n d  w as s e e n  in  f a m i ly  p l a n n in g .  Some r e s e a r c h e r s  f e l t  

t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s t r a i n  i n  th e  econom y, s o c i a l  an d  r e l 

i g i o u s  s t a t u s  becam e d e te r m in e r s  o f  c h i l d  b e a r in g  a t t i t u d e s .

When P r o f e s s o r  Andrew P a r k e r  a n d  h i s  w ife  M a rg a re t ,  
f i r s t  came t o  t h e  cam pus a s  new lyw eds i n  1928 -h e  a t  
t h e  a g e  o f  3 0 , sh e  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  26 - th e y  w ere  a c t u a l l y  
th e  y o u n g e s t  m em bers i n  t h e i r  a c a d e m ic  c i r c l e .  They 
w ere  so o n  made to  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i f  t h e y  p ro d u c e d  a  c h i l d  
d u r in g  t h e i r  f i r s t  f o u r  o r  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  m a r r ia g e ,  
t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s  w ould t a k e  i t  f o r  g r a n te d  t h a t  th e y  
j u s t  d id  n o t  know an y  b e t t e r .  " T h r e e 's  a  crow d" o r  
" c h i l d r e n  i n  s m a l l  d o s e s "  seem ed  to  e x p r e s s  th e  l o c a l  
no rm s o f  t h i s  p re d o m in a te ly  P r o t e s t a n t ,  u p p e r  m id d le -  
c l a s s  com m unity  in  th o s e  d a y s .

W e s to f f  an d  W e s to f f  had  an  o p p o s in g  v ie w .

The D e p re s s io n  sh o u ld  n o t  be  in v o k e d  a s  th e  c a u s e  o f  
low  f e r t i l i t y - t h o u g h  i t  no  d o u b t  p r e c i p i t a t e d  some 
p o s tp o n e m e n t o f  b i r t h s - s i n c e  t h e  downward t r e n d  had  
b e e n  in  p r o c e s s  f o r  a  lo n g  t im e  i n  U .S . h i s t o r y .  *

^ i a v a n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 1 2 .
12A r th u r  A. C a m p b e llt a l s o  R o b e r t  H. W e l le r ,  "The Beg

i n n in g  and  th e  End o f  th e  Baby Boom" P o p u la t io n  G row th an d  
th e  Com plex S o c i e t y .  H e len  M a c G ill H ughes e d .  (B o sto n s  
A lly n  a n d  b a c o n , 1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  32 - 3^«

^ L e s l i e  A. W e s to f f  and  C h a r le s  P . W e s to f f ,  From Now 
to  Z e ro  (B o sto n *  L i t t l e  Brown a n d  Company, 1 9 7 l ) .  P« 209«
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F reed m an , W help t o n ,  and  C a m p b e ll fo u n d  t h a t  some p o p u l a t i o n  

g ro u p s  f e l t  t h e  n e e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  f a m i ly  l i m i t a t i o n  a t  a n  

e a r l i e r  p e r i o d  th a n  o t h e r s ,  b e c a u s e  th e y  w ere  in v o lv e d  

e a r l i e r  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  w e re  n o t  c e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  

(E x a m p le -h ig h e r  a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  o f  b o th  

h u sb a n d  an d  w i f e ) .

S t a t i s t i c s  n o te  t h a t  t h o s e  women a t  th e  p e a k  a g e s  o f  

c h i l d - b e a r i n g  i n  th e  1 9 3 0 s h a d  a n  a v e ra g e  o f  1 .4  c h i l d r e n  

by th e  t im e  th e y  c o m p le te d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s T h e s e  c h a n g e s  

i n  c h i l d b e a r i n g  p a t t e r n s  w ere  g r e a t e s t  among b e t t e r - e d u c a t e d  

c o u p le s ,  b u t  o t h e r  c o u p le s  p la y e d  a  p a r t  i n  t h e  t r e n d  t o o .

The b reakdow n  i s  a s  f o l l o w s *

T a b le  I

M a r r ie d  women by  e d u c a t io n Y ear Number o f  c h i l d r e n

H igh  S c h o o l G ra d u a te s 1930 1 .8
L e s s  t h a n  8 th  G rade it 3 .4

T h u s , a v e r a g e  f a m i ly  s i z e  s t a b i l i z e d  f o r  a l l  t y p e s  o f  c o u p le s .

T h is  t r e n d  s t a y e d  c o n s t a n t  u n t i l  a f t e r  W orld War I I .

The g r o u p s  i n  o u r  p o p u l a t i o n  w hose b i r t h  r a t e s  w e re  
low  i n  t h e  D e p re s s io n  y e a r s  a r e  u s u a l l y  th o s e  w hose 
b i r t h  r a t e s  r o s e  m ore a f t e r  th e  w a r , n a m e ly , t h e  
b e t t e r - e d u c a t e d ,  t h e  w h i t e - c o l l a r  w o rk e r s ,  th e  u rb a n  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n d  th e  h i g h e r  incom e g r o u p s .  T h e se  a r e  
t h e  g ro u p s  known t o  u s e  f a m i ly  l i m i t a t i o n  m e th o d s  m o st 
e x t e n s i v e l y .  A p p a r e n t ly ,  t h e  g ro u p s  who e f f e c t i v e l y

^ R o n a l d  F reed m an , P a s c a l  K. W h e lp to n , and  A r th u r  A. 
C a m p b e ll, F a m ily  P la n n in g  S t e r i l i t y  a&£ P o p u la t io n  G£gw£h, 
(New f o r k s  M cG raw -H ill, 1 9 5 9 )#  p # 1 0 1 .

^ C a m p b e l l ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  3 4 .
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p la n n e d  t o  h av e  f e w e r  b i r t h s  in  th e  d e p r e s s io n  a l s o  
p la n n e d  t o  h av e  m ore b i r t h  i n  th e  f a v o r a b l e  p o s tw a r  y e a r s .

H ere  we moved i n t o  th e  e r a  o f  th e  "baby  boom ." Due t o  th e

p o s tp o n e m e n t o f  c h i l d r e n  by  c o u p le s  i n  th e  D e p re s s io n  d e c a d e ,

a  bum per c ro p  o f  b a b ie s  o c c u re d  d u r in g  th e  p o s tw a r  y e a r s .  ‘

L a rg e  f a m i l i e s  came i n t o  v o g u e . T a b le  I I  (p a g e  3 8 ) ,  show s

th e  i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  num ber o f  b i r t h s  p e r  1 ,0 0 0  p o p u l a t i o n

fro m  19^2  th r o u g h  1958 .

The m o d em  t r a n s i t i o n  from  l a r g e  t o  s m a l l  f a m i l i e s  
o c c u re d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s  i n  th e  v a r i o u s  s o c i o 
econom ic  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s .  The s m a l l  f a m i ly  
p a t t e r n  p r o b a b ly  w as a d o p te d  f i r s t  by  th e  b e t t e r  
e d u c a te d ,  th o s e  i n  h i g h e r  s t a t u s  w h i t e - c o l l a r  o c c 
u p a t i o n s ,  th o s e  w i th  h ig h e r  in c o m e s , some o f  th e  
P r o t e s t a n t  a n d ?J e w is h  g r o u p s ,  a n d  p e o p le  in  l a r g e  
u rb a n  c i t i e s .

The "b ab y  boom" w as a l s o  a  r e s u l t  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  c o u p le s  

h a v in g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  in  a  s h o r t  p e r io d  o f  tim e  w h i le  e c 

onom ic c o n d i t i o n s  w ere  f a v o r a b l e .  A n o th e r  t r e n d  i n  th e  

"b ab y  boom" w as to w a rd  e a r l i e r  c h i l d b e a r i n g .  W e s to f f  a n d

W e s to f f  fo u n d  t h a t  women w ere  m a r ry in g  a t  y o u n g e r  a g e s  an d
18h a v in g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  s o o n e r  and  c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r .

M a rr ie d  c o u p le s  fro m  c o l l e g e  who r e a c h e d  th e  p e a k  a g e s  
o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  d u r in g  th e  1 9 5 0 * s , had  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  
n e a r l y  3 c h i l d r e n ,  o r  o x e r  tw ic e  a s  many a s  th e  c o l l e g e  
c o u p le s  o f  t h e  1 9 2 0 's .

^ F r e e d m a n ,  W h e lp to n , and  C a m p b e ll, o p . c i t . ,  p .7 «

^ F r e e d m a n ,  W h e lp to n , a n d  C a m p b e ll, o p . c i t . ,  p .1 0 0 .
1 8 o p . c i t . , p .  2 13 .

^ C a m p b e l l  a n d  W e l le r ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  3^ .
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L e M a s te rs  a d d e d t

M ost A m erican  p a r e n t s  a r e  no  lo n g e r  im m ig ra n ts  r e a r e d  
i n  a  s o c i e t y  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  fro m  th e  one  i n  w h ic h  
t h e y  a r e  t r y i n g  to  r e a r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  M ost o f  th e  
f a t h e r s  an d  m o th e rs  to d a y  have  a n o th e r  a d v a n ta g e  in  
t h a t  th e y  g rew  up  in  a n  u rb a n  com m unity* th e y  a r e  
n o t  m ig r a n t s  fro m  th e  fa rm  t r y i n g  t o  r e a r  t h e i r 2s o n s  
an d  d a u g h te r s  i n  th e  s t r a n g e  w o r ld  o f  th e  c i t y .

T h is  p r o g r e s s i o n  now e v o lv e s  i n t o  t h e  s i x t i e s ,  w h ere  

we b e g in  t o  d e a l  w i th  th e  " h ip p ie  m ovem ent'' o r  t h e  c o u n te r  

c u l t u r e  w h ere  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a t t i t u d e s  s h i f t  o n c e  m o re . 

O v e r - p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  w o r ld  was an  e x tre m e  c o n c e rn  a lo n g ,  

w i th  t h e  new " p e r s o n a l  f re e d o m s"  o f  m ore " e q u a l"  m a r r i a g e s  

o r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  th e  " g ro u p "  by i n n e r  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  e a c h  

i n d i v i d u a l  m em ber. M odern c o n t r a c e p t i v e  m e th o d s  w ere  d e v 

e lo p e d  an d  c h o ic e s  w ere  o f f e r e d .  B u t w h a t a b o u t  t h e  p r e s e n t ?  

I s  th e  p o p u l a t i o n  t r e n d  a b o u t  to  s h i f t  once  m ore o r  w i l l  

i t  r e m a in  c o n s t a n t ?  What g ro u p s  o r  g ro u p  c a n  be  s t u d i e d  

to  g e t  a  g e n e r a l  f e e l  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a t t i t u d e s ?  

S o c i e ty  i s  o f f e r i n g  new c h o ic e s  in  f a m i ly  s t r u c t u r e  an d  

m a r r i e d ’ c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  s h o u ld  be i n  t h e  m ain  s t r e a m  o f  

s o c i e t i e s '  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  I t  w ould  seem  l o g i c a l  t h a t  t h i s  

s p e c i f i c  g ro u p  c o u ld  m i r r o r  m o st o f  th e  im p o r ta n t  c h a n g e s  

i n  a t t i t u d e s  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  q u i t e  n e a r  t h e  p u l s e  o f  th e  

e v e r - c h a n g in g  A m erican  l i f e - s t y l e .  The G a l lu p  P o l l  o f  1965 

fo u n d  t h a t  c o l l e g e  p e r s o n s  w ere  among th o s e  who h a d  h e a rd  

o r  r e a d  a b o u t  p o p u la t i o n  e x p lo s io n  an d  te n d e d  t o  b e  m ore

20o p . c i t . ,  p .  1 3 .
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c o n c e rn e d  th a n  th o s e  w i th  l e s s  th a n  c o l l e g e  t r a i n i n g .

The d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  w ere  p r e v i o u s ly  m e n tio n e d  w i l l  be  

d i s c u s s e d  f u r t h e r  and  th e n  some q u a l i t a t i v e  c o n c lu s io n s  

w i l l  be  d raw n .

I I I .  B ackg round  o f  th e  M a rr ie d  C o l le g e  S tu d e n t  

B e fo re  W orld War I I ,  m a r r ie d  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  w ere  

s c a r c e .  They w ere  n o t  s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  on th e  cam pus, 

and  i f  m a r r ie d  c o u p le s  w ere  fo u n d  th e y  m ig h t be  a s k e d  to  l e a v e .

In d e e d , on some cam p u ses s t u d e n t s  who m a r r ie d  w ere  immed-
22l a t e l y  d i s m is s e d .  P ro b a b ly  th e  m o st im p o r ta n t  f a c t o r  f o r

th e  i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  num ber o f  m a r r ie d  u n d e rg r a d u a te  s t u d e n t s

a f t e r  W orld  War I I  w as th e  G . I .  B i l l  f o r  v e t e r a n s . 2^ In  19^7

a lo n e ,  tw e n ty - f o u r  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  in  s t a t e

u n i v e r s i t i e s  o r  c o l l e g e s  w ere  m a r r i e d .  V e te r a n s  an d  s t u d e n t s

w ere a l lo w e d  to  s t a y  due to  th e  s w e l l i n g  s t u d e n t  r a n k s  a s

w e l l  a s  th e  s c h o o l  t r e a s u r i e s ,  and  a s  a  p a t r i o t i c  g e s t u r e .

H ere  i s  a  d i s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  s p e c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  f a c i l i a t e d

th e  s t u d e n t  m a r r i a g e s .

A h ig h  l e v e l  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  p e r m i t t e d  m a r r i a g e s  upon 
m e a g e r  econom ic  r e s e r v e ,  b u t  s u b s t a n t i a l  f u t u r e  econom ic  
p o t e n t i a l ,  a lo n g  w i th ,  t h e  a v a i l i a b i l i t y  o f  p a r t - t i m e  
w ork  f o r  one o r  b o th  m em bers o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  m a r r i a g e s .

2* D r. G eorge H. G a l lu p ,  The. G a l lu p  P o l l - P u b l i c  O p in io n . 
1 9 3 5 -1 9 7 1 . (New Y o rk i Ran don H ouse, 1 9 7 2 ) , p .  1 9 3 6 .

2 2 " F e r t i l e  V a l l e y ,"  T im e. ( A p r i l  1**, 1 9 ^ 7 ) ,  p* 9 6 .

2^D av id  B. C ohen, P . J .  K in g , an d  W il la r d  H. N e lso n ,
"A cadem ic A ch iev em en t o f  C o l le g e  S tu d e n ts  B e fo re  an d  A f t e r  
M a r r ia g e ,"  M a rr ia g e  an d  F a m ily  L iv in g . XXV, (F e b ru a r y  1 9 6 3 ) ,  p* 9 8 .

pk
V i c t o r  C h r i s to p h e r s o n ,  Jo s e p h  S . V a n d iv e r ,  an d  M arie  

N. K ru e g e r ,  "The M a rr ie d  C o l le g e  S tu d e n t ,  1 959*" M a rr ia g e  
and  F a m ily  L iv in g . X X II, (May I 9 6 0 ) ,  p .  123*
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A n o th e r  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  h e lp e d  t o  s u s t a i n  th e  m a r r i a g e s  i s  

a l s o  d e s c r ib e d .

An i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  new p a t t e r n  o f  l i v i n g  by  a  s p e c i a l  
g ro u p  f o r  whoa i n s t i t u t i o n a l  e x p e c t a t i o n s  w e re  s t i l l  
i n  o b e y a n c e , an d  t h i s  i n  a  t im e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  a  
k in d  o f  g e n e r a l i z e d  "w ar p s y c h o lo g y "  when c e r t a i n  t r a d 
i t i o n a l  b e h a v io r s ,  p a t t e r n s ,  an d  v a lu e s  w ere  i n  a  
r e l a t i v e  s t a t e  o f  f l u z .  5

I n  one c a s e .  McDonagh r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i n  1947 , o n e - t h i r d  o f  

t h e  54 p e r c e n t  o f  v e t e r a n s  a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  O klahom a 

w ere  m a r r i e d .2^

T hrough  th e  y e a r s  much h a s  b e en  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  c o n 

f l i c t s  o f  th e  m a r r ie d  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t .  K i r k e n d a l l  n o t  o n ly  

fo u n d  t h a t  m a r r ie d  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  h ad  some a d ju s tm e n t

p ro b le m s , b u t  a t  t im e s ,  t h e  a d ju s tm e n t  p ro b le m s  w ere  to o
27many an d  to o  g r e a t .  ' L a n d is  an d  L a n d is  seem ed t o  h o ld  th e  

o p p o s i te  v ie w . T hey r e p o r t e d  t h a t  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  r e c o g n iz e d  

a n d  a c c e p te d  t h e  p ro b le m s  o f  t h e i r  u n iq u e  s i t u a t i o n s  an d
28v iew ed  t h e i r  m a r r ia g e  a s  a  s t a b l i z i n g  f o r c e  f o r  th e m s e lv e s .  

O th e r  r e s e a r c h e r s  (B a ra s h  1949* F a lk  1 9 6 4 i L a n ta g n e  1959* 

a n d  T horpe 1951)*  have  s t u d i e i  c o l l e g e  c o u p le s  t o  d i s c o v e r

2* lo c .  c i t . ,  p .  1 2 3 .
26Edw ard McDonagh, " A d ju s tm e n t P ro b le m s and  C h a r a c t e r 

i s t i c s  o f  U n i v e r s i t y  V e te r a n s " ,  S o c io lo g y  and  S o c i a l  R es
o u r c e s .  XXXI ( J a n u a r y  1 9 4 7 ) ,  p .2 2 2 .

2^ L e s te r  A. K i r k e n d a l l ,  " M a rr ie d  U n d e rg ra d u a te s  on th e  
Cam pus, An A p p r i s a l , "  M a r r ia g e  an d  th e  F a m ily  i n  t h e  M odern 
W orld . R u th  C avan e d .  (New Y o rk 1 Thomas Y. S ro w e liC o m p a n y , 
1 9 6 3 ) , p p . 261*8 .

28J u d so n  T . L a n d is  a n d  M ary G. L a n d is ,  B u i ld in g  a  S u cc 
e s s f u l  f e E C ia g i .  3 r d .  e d . ,  (E hglew ood C l i f f s ,  New J e r s e y *  
P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  p .  8 3 .
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t h e i r  p ro b le m s  an d  s u c c e s s e s  w i th  t h e  e m p h a s is  b e in g  p la c e d  

on th e  p ro b le m s  ( th o s e  b e in g  h o u s in g ,  cam pus s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

econom ic  s t a b i l i t y ,  c h i l d  c a r e ,  a n d  a d e q u a te  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  

m e th o d s ,

As tim e  w e n t on th e  K orean  War v e t e r a n s  d u p l i c a t e d  th e  

p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  th e  W orld War I I  v e t e r a n s .  By 1961 , a lm o s t  

o n e - f o u r th  o f  th e  s t u d e n t s  i n  th e  n a t i o n s  c o l l e g e s  a n d  p r o -  

f e s s i o n a l  s c h o o l s  w ere  m a r r i e d .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  when th e  

n um bers o f  v e t e r a n s  o f  th e  tw o w a rs  b e g an  t o  d im in is h ,  th e  

new c u l t u r e  p a t t e r n  th e y  had  e s t a b l i s h e d - c o l l e g e  m a r r i a g e s -  

rem a in e d ,^ ®

The f o l lo w in g  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  a im  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  th e  

v a r i o u s  c h i l d b e a r i n g  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  m a r r ie d  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  

h ave  had  d u r in g  t h i s  t w e n ty - s ix  y e a r  s p a n .

^ C h a r le s  P , P e t r a n e k ,  " M a r i t a l  I n t e g r a t i o n  and  O r d e r ly  
R e p la ce m en t A c t i v i t i e s  o f  C o l le g e  M a r r ie d  S t u d e n t s , "  U n p u b lish e d  
m a s t e r 's  t h e s i s ,  W este rn  M ic h ig a n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  K alam azoo , M ic h ig a n , 
S e p tem b er 1967* P» 3*

^ C u r r e n t  P o p u la t io n  R e p o r t  S e r i e s  P -2 0 , No, 8 0 , (F e b 
r u a r y  1 9 5 9 ) , p ,  1 ,
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CHAPTER I I  

REVIEW OP THE LITERATURE

I .  D i f f e r e n c e  i n  F a m ily  S iz e

D i f f e r e n c e s  i n  f a m i ly  s i z e  h a s  r a n g e d  from  3*0 c h i l d r e n

p e r  f a m i ly  i n  1955* t o  1*4  i n  1 9 7 4 . The G a llu p  P o l l  from

1953 t o  1974  show s a  d e f i n i t e  d e c r e a s e  i n  th e  num ber o f

f a m i ly  s i z e  p r e f e r e n c e s ,  ( s e e  T a b le  IV , p ag e  4 1 . )  They

a l s o  fo u n d  t h a t  a t t i t u d e s  to w a rd  th e  i d e a l  f a m i ly  s i z e  w ere

c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  s u c h  f a c t o r s  a s  r a c e ,  in c o m e ,a n d  r e l i g i o n .

50  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  C a th o l i c  a d u l t s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  i d e a l  
num ber o f  c h i l d r e n  w as f o u r  oi* m ore t 37 p e r  c e n t  o f  
t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s  h e ld  th e  sam e v ie w i a  f a r  l a r g e r  p r o 
p o r t i o n  o f  th o s e  w hose incom e w as u n d e r  $ 5 * o o o , r a t h e r  
th a n  o v e r ,  s a i d . t h a t  t h e  i d e a l  num ber o f  c h i l d r e n  w as 
a t  l e a s t  f o u r .

A s tu d y  done  in  th e  D e t r o i t  a r e a  i n  th e  6 0 's  fo u n d  t h a t

m a r r i a g e s  w h ich  w ere  c h i l d l e s s  by c h o ic e  w ere  p r a c t i c a l l y

n o n e x i s t e n t .  They a l s o  fo u n d  t h a t  w a n tin g  one c h i l d  w as

j u s t  a s  r a r e  a s  w a n t in g  n o n e .

Young p e o p le  a r e  g r a d u a l l y  r e j e c t i n g  th e  m yth  o f  " p a r 
e n th o o d  i s  f u n , " r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  p a re n th o o d  i s  a  v e ry  
s e r i o u s  b u s in e s s  a n d  one w h ich  o u g h t t o  be  u n d e r ta k e n  
o n ly  when p e o p le  a r e  r e a d y  t o  p lu n g e  i n  and  do a  good jo b

P a r e n t s  a r e  much m ore c o n c e rn e d  w i th  d e v e lo p in g  a  b e t t e r

q u a l i t y  o f  e n v io m m e n t  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  th a n  th e  p r o d u c t io n

o f  c h i l d r e n  f o r  th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y 's  s e c u r i t y .

^ G a l l u p ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  2 1 6 8 .

^ D a v i d s ,  L eo , " N o rth  A m erican  M a r r ia g e s t  1 9 9 0 ,"  F u t u r i s t  
V ( O c to b e r  1 9 7 1 ) ,  p .  1 9 0 .
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Ill-
H av in g  fe w e r  c h i l d r e n  n a y  n o t  g u a r a n te e  a  b e t t e r  l i f e ,  
b u t  o t h e r  t h i n g s  b e in g  e q u a l ,  p a r e n t a l  r e s o u r c e s  d o n ' t  
h a v e  to  be  s p r e a d  so  t h i n .  ^

H e n d e r s h o t t  fo u n d  t h a t  a s  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  c h i l d 

hood f a m i ly  i n c r e a s e d ,  so  to o  d i d  th e  num ber o f  c h i l d r e n  

th e y  d e s i r e d .  The g r e a t e s t  p e r  c e n t  came f r o n  a l l  t h e  s i z e s  

o f  c h ild h o o d  f a m i l i e s  d e s i r i n g  tw o c h i l d r e n .  I n  o t h e r  w o rd s , 

t h e  num ber i n  a  r e s p o n d e n t 's  c h i ld h o o d  f a m i ly  c o u ld  be c o r 

r e l a t e d  w i th  t h e  s i d e  o f  th e  m ean on w h ic h  th e  d e v i a t i o n  

f e l l .  Even s o ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  r e s p o n d e n ts  i n  e a c h  c a t e g o r y

s t i l l  d e s i r e d  2 c h i l d r e n ,  no  m a t t e r  w h a t th e  s i z e  o f  t h e i r
3k

f a m i ly  o f  o r i e n t a t i o n ,

L eM aste r8  a l s o  fo u n d s

The t r u t h  i s - a s  e v e r y  p a r e n t  k n o w s - th a t  r e a r i n g  c h i l d r e n  
i s  p r o b a b ly  t h e  h a r d e s t ,  a n d  m ost t h a n k l e s s  jo b  i n  t h e  
w o r ld .  No i n t e l l i g e n t  f a t h e r  o r  m o th e r  w ould  d en y  t h a t  
i t  i s  e x c i t i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  b u t  t o  c a l l  i t  
" fu n "  i s  a  s e r i o u s  e r r o r .  The id e a  o f  s o m e th in g  b e in g  
fu n  im p l i e s  t h a t  y o u  c a n  t a k e  i t  o r  l e a v e  i t ,  w h e re a s  
p a r e n t s  do n o t  h av e  t h i s  c h o ic e .  F a t h e r s  an d  M o th e rs  
m u s t s t a y  w i th  t h e  c h i l d  a n d  k eep  t r y i n g ,  w h e th e r  t h e y  
a r e  e n jo y in g  i t  o r  n o t .  Any c o m p a riso n  t o  b o w lin g  o r  
l i s t e n i n g  t o  j a z z  r e c o r d s  i s  s t r i c t l y  c o i n c i d e n t a l .  ^

G o ld s c h e id e r  and  U h le n b e rg  fo u n d  t h a t  u n d e r t a k in g  th e  h e a v y

b u rd e n  o f  a  b i g  f a m i ly  w o u ld  h i n d e r  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y .

Our p r e s e n t  l i f e  s t y l e s  a d h e r e  t o  m ore f ree d o m  a n d  l e i s u r e

t im e .  H av in g  f e w e r  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  g u a r a n te e  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y

^ B l o o d  a n d  W o lf , o p , c i t , ,  p ,  1 2 1 ,

^ G e r r y  B , H e n d e r s h o t t ,  "F a m ily  S a t i s f a c t i o n ,  B i r t h  
C o n t r o l ,  a n d  F e r t i l i t y  V a lu e s ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  M a rr ia g e  a n d  th e  
F a m ily . XXXI, ( 1 9 ^ 9 ) .  p* 2 8 .

■ ^ L e M a ste rs , o p , c i t , ,  p .  18
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o f  f u l f i l l i n g  some o f  o u r  p e r s o n a l  g o a ls  and  d e s i r e s .

More t im e  c a n  be  s p e n t  on  d e v e lo p in g  i n d iv i d u a l  a b i l i t i e s .

Many y o u n g  p e o p le  w i l l  a t t e m p t  to  i n t e r a c t  w i th  an d  
s o c i a l i s e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  w ays d i f f e r e n t  from  th o s e  
i n  w h ic h  th e y  th e m s e lv e s  w ere  r e a r e d .

F u r th e rm o re «

The n a t i o n - s t a t e  a n d  v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h ich  
h av e  p r o v id e d  a  s o u r c e  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n  
i n  t h e  p a s t  seem  l e s s  s a t i s f y i n g  a n d  f u l f i l l i n g  now . 
F i n a l l y ,  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  s e e in g  th e  r e l a t i v e  i n e f f e c t 
i v e n e s s  o f  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  y oung  p e o p le  who h av e  s o u g h t  
to  i n f lu e n c e  th e  p o l i c i e s  o f  th e  c o l l e g e  a n d  th e  n a t i o n  
i s  y e t  a n o th e r  f a c t o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  to  th e  e m p h a s is  
upon p r i v a t i s m  a n d g c o n c e m  w i th  th e  f a m ily  a n d  th e  
f a m i ly  r e l a t i o n s . J

I I .  E d u c a t io n  L e v e l

The e d u c a t io n  l e v e l  o f  th e  p a r e n t s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  r e l a t e d

to  th e  num ber o f  c h i l d r e n  w an ted  in  th e  home.

Incom e an d  e d u c a t io n  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  f e r t i l i t y  p la n n in g  
s t a t u s  i n  much th e  sam e way a s  th e  a d o p t io n  o f  f a m i ly  
l i m i t a t i o n .  The v a r i a t i o n  w i th  e d u c a t io n  i s  m ore p r o 
n o u n c e d  by f a r  th a n  w i th  in co m e. A g a in , i t  i s  t r u e  
t h a t  th e  c o m b in a t io n  o f  lo w g e d u c a tio n  an d  low  incom e 
i s  e s p e c i a l l y  d i s t i n c t i v e .

T ab le  V (p a g e  42  ) show s th e  p r e f e r r e d  num ber o f  c h i l d r e n .

by  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  t h e  w i f e ,  i n  th e  1955 D e t r o i t  s t u d y .

They fo u n d  t h a t  a s  women g o t  m ore e d u c a t io n ,  t h e i r  f a m i ly

s i z e  p r e f e r e n c e s  becam e m ore s t a n d a r d i z e d .

3 C a lv in  G o ld s c h e id e r  a n d  P e t e r  R. U h le n b e rg , "The F e r 
t i l i t y  o f  M i n o r i t i e s , "  P o p u la t i o n  Grow th and th e  Com plex 
S o c i e t y . H e le n  M a c G ill  H u g h es , e d . , ( B o s to n t A lly n  a n d  
B acon, 1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  58*

3^ D av id  G o t t l i e b ,  " G re a t  E x p e c ta t io n s  f o r  C o l le g e  S tu d 
e n t s , "  J o u r n a l  £ £  H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n . 1X7, (O c to b e r ,  1 9 7 * 0 , p . 5 ^ 0 .

38 i b i d .

■ ^Freedm an, e t .  a l . ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  1 2 9 .
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B e t t e r  e d u c a te d  women l e s s  o f t e n  w an t e i t h e r  no  c h i l d r e n  
a t  a l l  o r  u s u a l l y  l a r g e  f a m i l i e s .  E d u c a tio n  p r o v id e s  
women w i th  h u sb a n d s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  p r o s p e r o u s  t o  r e l e a s e  
th e  m ore o r  l e s s  u n i v e r s a l  A m erican  d e s i r e  to  h av e  one 
c h i l d  f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  an d  a t  l e a s t  one m ore 
f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  th e  f i r s t .

T ab le  V I, (p a g e  ^3  ) show s th e  a v e r a g e  num ber o f  c h i l d r e n

e x p e c te d  and  w an ted  by  m a r r ie d  women, by th e  w i f e ' s  e d u c a t io n

and  f a m i ly  incom e a s  o f  1 9 6 5 . I t  b r i n g s  o u t  th e  f a c t  t h a t

m a r r ie d  women w i th  1 to  3 y e a r s  o f  c o l l e g e  o r  m ore , w a n ted

no  m ore th a n  2 .7  c h i l d r e n  w h ich  i s  som ew hat lo w e r  th a n  th e

h i g h e s t  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  c o l l e g e  women in  1 9 5 5 . who w a n ted  3

c h i l d r e n .

In  1 9 6 9 . P r e s i d e n t  N ixon a p p o in te d  a  s p e c i a l  c o m m ittee

on P o p u la t io n  G row th and th e  A m erican  F u tu r e ,  w h ich  w as to

make re c o m m e n d a tio n s  on th e  o f f i c i a l  p o p u la t io n  p o l i c y  to

be fo l lo w e d  by  th e  U .S . They s u g g e s te d  th e  fo l lo w in g s

P a re n th o o d  i s  p e rh a p s  n o t  e s s e n t i a l  to  h a p p in e s s .
We te n d  t o  o v e r lo o k  th e  f a c t  t h a t  we a r e  n o t  a l l  e q u a l ly  
s u i t e d  f o r  p a re n th o o d  anym ore th a n  we a r e  f o r  t e a c h in g  
s c h o o l  o r  p l a y in g  s p o r t s .  M a t t e r s  o f  tem p era m en t, 
a g e ,  h e a l t h ,  an d  c o m p e tin g  i n t e r e s t ,  t o  m e n tio n  a  few , 
a r e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  in  d e te r m in in g  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  to  
hav e  c h i l d r e n .

P e te r s o n  fo u n d  in  a  s tu d y  o f  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s ,  t h a t  

th e y  b e l i e v e d  c h i l d r e n  w ere  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a r i t a l  h a p p in e s s .  

F u r t h e r ,  th e  s tu d y  c i t e d  o v e r p o p u la t i o n ,  in c r e a s e d  freed o m  

f o r  women, a n d  an  i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  v a lu e  o f  c o n t in u o u s  i n d i v i d u a l

kn
B lood  a n d  W o lf, o p . c i t . ,  p .  1 2 2 .

*̂•1Suzanne  L o e b l ,  C o n c e p tio n . C o n t r a c e p t i o n t A New L ook. 
( S t .  L o u is t  M cG raw -H ill, 197 * 0 , P* 1 3 0 . ~
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g ro w th  an d  f re e d o m , a s  r e a s o n s  f o r . a  d e c r e a s e  i n  th e  num ber

42
o f  c h i l d r e n  w a n te d  by  th e  c o u p le s  s t u d i e d .

T oday , b o th  e d u c a te d  men an d  women h a v e  a  d i f f e r e n t

p h i lo s o p h y  on th e  f a m i ly .

A g a in , th e  s u r f a c e  f o r a  may lo o k  no  d i f f e r e n t  from  
t h a t  w h ic h  we now s e e  o r  t h i n k  we s e e  a s  b e in g  r e p 
r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  A m erican  c l a s s e s .  The c o n t r a s t  
w i l l  be  fo u n d  in  th e  m ore p r i v a t e  a n d  l e s s  v i s i b l e  
a s p e c t  o f  f a m i l i e s .  E m p h asis  upon th e  q u a l i t y ,  
r i g h t s ,  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  n e e d s  o f  th e  f a m i ly  m em bers, 
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  a g e  o r  s e x ,  3

I I I ,  In d e p e n d e n c e  o f  th e  Fem ale

The new fo u n d  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  th e  fe m a le  h a s  made a  

d e f i n i t e  c h an g e  i n  th e  f a m i ly  s t r u c t u r e .  W ith  th e  p a t r i a r c h a l  

f a m i ly  i n  e c l i p s e ,  th e  v iew s  o f  th e  w i f e  t a k e  on  ad d ed  im

p o r ta n c e  i n  d e c i d in g  on th e  num ber o f  c h i l d r e n  w a n te d .

S e a r s  an d  M accoby fo u n d  t h a t  th e  c l o s e r t h e  w om ens' c h i l d r e n  

w ere  s p a c e d ,  th e  l e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  " d e l i g h t e d "  th e y  w ere  a b o u t  

t h e i r  p r e g n a n c i e s ,  H offfcan a n d  W y att fo u n d i

T h ere  i s  a  s t r o n g  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e tw e e n  f a m i ly  s i z e  d e s i r e s  
an d  how e x c l u s i v e l y  th e  w if e  s e e s  h e r s e l f  a s  o r i e n t e d  
to  h u sb a n d  a n d  o u t s i d e  i n t e r e s t s  a s  o p p o se d  to  c h i l d 
r e n ,  L ooked a t  a n o th e r  w ay, we s e e  t h a t  90 p e r  c e n t  
o f  t h o s e  who w an t a  s m a l l  f a m i ly  m e n tio n  o u t s i d e  o r  
h u sb a n d  o r i e n t a t i o n s ,  com pared  t o  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  
th e  m e d iu m -fa m ily  m o th e rs  an d  o n ly  45  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  
l a r g e - f a m i l y  m o th e r s .

42
R o lf  A, P e t e r s o n ,  "C hanges in  C o l le g e  S tu d e n ts  A t t i t u d e  

Toward C h i ld - b e a r i n g  fro m  1971 to  1 9 7 3 ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  P e r s o n 
a l i t y  a n d  A s s e s s m e n t. XXXVIX, ( J u n e  1975)*  P* 227*

^ G o t t l i e b ,  o p ,  c i t , ,  p ,  5 4 0 .

R o b e r t  R, S e a r s ,  an d  E le a n o r  E , M accoby, P a t t e r n s  o f  
C h i ld  R e a r in g .  (E v an s to n *  Row P e te r s o n  a n d  Company, 1957T , p* 4 0 8 ,
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A l l e r  g o e s  on  to  d e s c r i b e  th e  f e m a le  s i d e  o f  th e  s t u d e n t

m a r r i a g e s  o f  th e  6 o 's .

E m o tio n a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  v a lu e  p a t t e r n s  w e re  e v id e n t  
i n  t h e  women s t u d i e d .  The m o th e rs  fo u n d  th e m s e lv e s  
w o rk in g  t o  s u p p o r t  th e  f a m i ly - g r a d u a t i o n  w o u ld  be  d e la y e d .  
M o th e rs  w ere  n o t  a b l e  to  r e l a x  a ro u n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  
b e c a u s e  o f  p r e s s u r e s  o f  s c h o o l  an d  w o rk . T hey w ere  ^
to o  i r r i t a b l e  and  h ad  to o  much to  do t o  be  a  "g ood" p a r e n t .

Baby s i t t i n g  p o o l s  w ere  o r g a n iz e d  w h ich  h e lp e d  t o  r e l i e v e

t h e  p r e s s u r e ,  b u t  a  t r e n d  w as s e e n  to  l i m i t  th e  f a m i ly  s i z e

o r  t o  d e la y  th e  s t a r t  o f  a  f a m i ly  e n t i r e l y ,  o r  a t  l e a s t

u n t i l  c o m p le t io n  o f  s c h o o l in g  f o r  b o th  p a r t n e r s .

I n  1 9 7 1 . t h e  a d v a n c e  o f  women’ s  l i b e r a t i o n  a lo n g  w i th  
th e  p o p u la r  p r e s s ,  b e g an  t h e  p r e s e n t  v iew  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  
a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h a p p in e s s u a n d  a d j u s t m e n t - e s p e c i a l l y  
fro m  th e  women’ s  p o i n t  o f  v ie w . (

T h is  n e g a t i v e  v iew  p o i n t  b y  women h a s  come u n d e r  a t t a c k ,

L e M a s te rs  p o i n t s  t h i s  o u t t

I t  seem s to  u s  t h a t  th e  s t r e a m  ( o r  th e  f e e l i n g )  b e h in d  
th e  a t t a c k  on th e  A m erican  m o th e r  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  
e m a n c ip a t io n  o f  women w h ic h  began  in  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  
d u r in g  W orld  War I  a n d  p r o b a b ly  r e a c h e d  i t s  p e a k  d u r in g  
th e  1 9 2 0 's .  T h is  w as a  p e r i o d  o f  m a s s iv e  s o c i a l  c h a n g e -  
o r  r e v o l u t i o n - i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .  The g r e a t  wave o f  im m ig
r a t i o n  from  E u ro p e  w as d w in d l in g  t o  a  t r i c k l e  i m i l l i o n s  
o f  f a r m e r s  a n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  w ere  m ov ing  i n t o  c i t i e s t  
th e  new jo b s  w ere  i n d u s t r i a l  j o b s i  a n d  women w ere  i n 
v a d in g  n o t  o n ly  th e  w o r ld  o f  p o l i t i c s  b u t  o t h e r  p o c k e t s  
o f  A m erican  s o c i e t y  m ore o r  l e s s  c lo s e d  t o  them  b e f o r e 
c o l l e g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  a l l  s o r t s  o f  com m unity  a c t i v i t i e s ,

^ L o is  H offm an an d  F r e d r i c k  W y a tt, " S o c i a l  C hange an d  
M o t iv a t io n s  f o r  H av in g  L a r g e r  F a m i l i e s > Some T h e o r e t i c a l  
C o n s i d e r a t i o n s , "  M e r r i l l - P a lm e r  Q u a r t e r l y .  V I, (1 9 7 3 )  PP« 2 3 5 - ^ .

F lo r e n c e  D. A l l e r ,  "Some F a c to r s  i n  M a r i t a l  A d ju s t 
m en t a n d  A cadem ic A ch iev em en t o f  M a rr ie d  S t u d e n t s , "  P e r s o n n e l  
aijd  G u id a n ce  J o u r n a l . IX I , (M arch  1 9 6 3 ) ,  p .  6 1 3 .

**^L.C. L o t t ,  "Who W ants t h e  C h i ld ? "  A m erican  P s y c h o l o g i s t s . 
X X V III, ( 1 9 7 3 ) .  p .  5 8 0 .
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i n d u s t r y  a n d  b u s in e s s *  a n d  e v e n  t h a t  m a le  s a n c tu a y y ,  
th e  s a lo o n  (known a s  a  s p e a k e a s y  d u r in g  P r o h i b i t i o n ) .
O ut o f  a l l  o f  t h i s  s o c i a l  e x p lo s io n  n o t  o n ly  a  new 
A m erican  women em erged* b u t g a l s o  a  new A m erican  m ale  
an d  a  new  A m erican  fa m ily *

L o t t  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t -

• • • much o f  t h e  w om en 's l i b e r a t i o n  l i t e r a t u r e  p r e 
s e n t e d  a  n e g a t iv e  v iew  t h a t  one s h o u ld  c h o o se  d e p e n d in g  
on i n t e r e s t s *  g o a ls *  a n d  d e s i r e s  t o  r e a r  c h i l d r e n  and  
t h a t  b o th  c h o ic e s  ( c h i l d r e n  o r  no  c h i l d r e n )  c a n  be 
p o s i t i v e  a n d  re w a rd in g *

H offm an a n d  W y a tt fo u n d  th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  c h a n g e s  in  th e  w om en's

r o l e  t o  b e t  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a d v a n c e s  an d  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  women

e n t e r i n g  t h e  l a b o r  m a r k e t-

In  o u r  s o c i e t y  n e i t h e r  women n o r  men a r e  a l lo w e d  to  
be  s im p ly  id le *  one m u s t  j u s t i f y  o n e s e l f  i n  te rm s  o f  
some p r o d u c t i v e  o r  c r e a t i v e  a c t i v i t y .

W ith  a l l  o f  t h i s  i n  mind* th e  fe m a le  i s  s t i l l  e m e rg in g  from

a  lo w e r  s t a t u s  an d  w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  s t r i v e  f o r  m ore in d e p e n d e n c e ,

w h ich  w i l l  a l s o  c a u s e  m ore fre e d o m  f o r  men by t h e i r  j o i n t

d e s i r e  t o  l i m i t  t h e i r  f a m i ly  s iz e *

The m a r r i e d  women i s  h a v in g  fe w e r  c h i l d r e n  an d  th e  
d iv o r c e e  i s  r e m a r r y in g  s o o n e r .  And sh e  i s  l i v i n g  
lo n g e r  to  e n jo y  h e r  new  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  f re e d o m s .
C le a r ly *  t h e  A m erican  women w i l l  e x e r t  a n  e v e r  m ore 
p o w e r fu l  i n f l u e n c e  on th e  d e s t i n y  o f  th e  U .S . a s  a  
r e s u l t  o f t  h e r  i n c r e a s i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  th e  l a b o r  
f o r c e ,  h e r  m a j o r i t y  i n  th e  e l e c t o r a t e *  an d  h e r  w is h e s  
a s  t o  f a m i ly  s i z e ,  w h ic h  w i l l  d e te rm in e  th e  n a t i o n ' s  
f u t u r e  p o p u l a t i o n  g ro w th *5

48 L e M a s te rs , o p . c i t * *  p* 121
4Q7L o t t ,  op* c i t * ,  p* 580*

-*°Hoffman a n d  W y a tt, op* c i t * ,  p* 2 3 6 .

^■"We th e  A m erican  Women*" B u re au  o f  C e n su s . (May 1973)#
p . 3 .
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T h ere  i s  c e r t a i n l y  a  r e l a t i o n  b e tw een  th e  num ber o f

c h i l d r e n  a n d  m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n .

N o th in g  r e d u c e s  th e  p r e f e r r e d  num ber o f  c h i l d r e n  m ore 
s e v e r e l y  th a n  m a r i t a l  u n h a p p in e s s * ^

L e M a ste rs  a l s o  fo u n d s

T h ere  i s  a b u n d a n t  s t a t i s t i c a l  e v id e n c e  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  
s t a b i l i z e  m a r r i a g e s ,  b u t  t h i s  i s n ' t  q u i t e  th e  same a s  
im p ro v in g  them* I t  i s  o b v io u s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  c h i l d 
r e n  d e e p e n  an d  e n r i c h  m i l l i o n s  o f  m a r r ia g e s  i n  th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  b u t  i t  i s  l e s s  o b v io u s  t h a t  some m a r r ie d  
c o u p le s  h av e  t h e i r  w o r s t  c o n f l i c t s  o v e r  t h e i r  p a r e n t a l  
r o le *  T h ere  a r e  a l s o  some m a r r ia g e s  t h a t  a r e  d e s t r o y e d  
by  c h i l d r e n .  I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  t h a t  m o st m a r r ie d  
c o u p le s  t r y  h a r d e r  to  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  m a r r ia g e  b e c a u s e  
th e y  h a v e  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  t h i s  d o e s n ' t  p ro v e  t h a t  th e  
h u s b a n d -w ife  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i t s e l f  i s  made m ore c o n g e n ia l  
by  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  c h i l d r e n .  I t  o n ly  m eans t h a t  th e y  
a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  e n d u re  m ore f r u s t r a t i o n  t o  p ro v id e  a  
s t a b l e  f a m i ly  e n v io m m e n t  f o r  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g .

Some r e s e a r c h e r s  f e e l  t h a t  th e  A m erican  m o th e r  i s  r e a l l y

" o v e r - lo a d e d "  i n  h e r  r o l e  com m itm ents * sh e  h a s  ta k e n  on

m ore jo b s  th a n  sh e  c a n  h a n d le *  T h is  i n c r e a s e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

p o s e s  e v en  g r e a t e r  p ro b le m s  w h e th e r  h e r  m a r r ia g e  i s  s t a b l e

o r  u n s t a b l e .  W ives w a n t to  h o ld  on to  t h e i r  good r e l a t i o n s h i p s

w i th  t h e i r  h u sb a n d s  an d  a c c o m p lis h  t h i s  by n o t  i n t r o d u c in g

to o  many d i s t r a c t i o n s .  P e t e r s o n 's  s tu d y  in  1975 fo u n d  t h a t

when h i s  s u b j e c t s  w ere  a s k e d  to  d raw  a  p i c t u r e  o f  a  h a p p i ly

m a r r ie d  c o u p le  o f  e i t h e r  2 o r  5 y e a r s  o f  m a r r i a g e ,  more

^ 2B lood  an d  W olf, o p . c i t . ,  p .  1 2 2 . 

^ L e M a s t e r s ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  28
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c h i l d r e n  w ere  fo u n d  in  t h e  5 y ear_  p i c t u r e  th a n  th e  2 y e a r .

An i n c r e a s e  i n  m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  was g iv e n  a s  a  f a c t o r
ek

f o r  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  c h i l d r e n  a f t e r  o n ly  2 y e a r s  o f  m a r r ia g e

The q u a l i t y  o f  human r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i s  c l e a r l y  a  s a l i e n t  
f a c t o r  t o  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  c o l l e g e  p e o p le *  O penness 
an d  free d o m  in  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i s  a n o th e r*  A "h ap p y  
f a m i ly "  i s  i n  f a c t  t h e  d im e n s io n  o f  l i f e  m o s t ft?®- 
q u e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  by  m o st c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e s * 33

C am pbell fo u n d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  g ro w in g  num ber o f  c o u p le s

who c o n s i d e r  c h i l d l e s s  m a r r ia g e s *  He w ro te t

C h i ld r e n  a n d  m a r r ia g e  s t i l l  go t o g e t h e r  a n d  a lw a y s  
w i l l ,  b u t  c h i l d r e n  a r e  becom ing  l e s s  p o p u la r*  The 
c o n t i n u i n g ,  s u b s t a n t i a l  d e c l in e  in  th e  b i r t h  r a t e  i n  
t h i s  c o u n t r y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  many p e o p le  no  l o n g e r  r e 
g a rd  h a v in g  c h i l d r e n  a s  a n  i n e v i t a b l e  p r o c e s s *  The 
c h i l d - f r e e  m a r r i a g e ,  once  p i t i e d  o r  d i s p a r a g e d ,  i s  
now i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e c o g n i s e d  a s  a  f u l f i l l i n g  l i f e s t y l e  
a n d  many y oung  c o u p le s  s im p ly  a d m it ,  w i th o u t  e m b a rra ssm e n t 
o r  a p o lo g y ,  t h a t  th e y  do n o t  in te n d  t o  h a v e  c h i l d r e n . 3

V. E q u a l i t a r i a n  M a rr ia g e s

E q u a l i t a r i a n  m a r r ia g e s  seem  to  have  b e t t e r  s u c c e s s

in  r e a l i s i n g  c h i l d b e a r i n g  p r e f e r e n c e s *

The m o st s a t i s f i e d  w iv e s  e x p e c t  to  h av e  m ore c h i l d r e n  
th a n  an y o n e  e l s e ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  do n o t  
p r e f e r  th e  l a r g e s t  num ber* T h is  d o e s  n o t  mean t h a t  
th e y  do n o t  p r e f e r  t h e  l a r g e s t  num ber o r  e x p e c t  t o  
h av e  s u r p l u s  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  t h a t  in  r e a c h i n g  t h e i r  m o st 
m o d e s t g o a l  th e y  w i l l  e x c e e d  th o s e  who a im  h i g h e r  b u t  
f a l l  f a r t h e r  s h o r t*  T h is  a n a l y s i s  i s  c o m p l ic a te d  by  
th e  r e c i p r o c i t y  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s *  M a r i t a l  s a t i s 
f a c t i o n  a n d  c h i l d b e a r i n g  p r e f e r e n c e s  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n s

Ch,
- ^ P e te r s o n ,  op* c i t * ,  p* 226*

^ G o t t l i e b ,  op* c i t * ,  p* 5 3 9 .

Angus C a m p b e ll, "The A m erican  Way o f  M a tin g , M a rr ia g e  
S i ,  c h i l d r e n  o n ly  m a y b e ,” P s v c h o lo o t  T oday . V I I I ,  no* 1 2 , 
(May 1 9 7 5 ) . p .  3 9 .
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te n d  to  i n t e r a c t  upon e a c h  o t h e r  i n  b o th  d i r e c t i o n s

A l l e r  a l s o  n o t e d -

C om bin ing  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t io n  w i th  m a r r ia g e  
th e  d e m o c r a t ic  id e o lo g y  p l a c e s  a  h ig h  v a lu e  on th e  
f a m i ly  a n d  on  th e  r i g h t  o f  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  e d u c a t 
i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  th u s  t h e ^ s t u d e n t  m a r r ia g e  i s  o f  
v i t a l  c o n c e rn  t o  o u r  s o c i e t y . 5

The r o l e s  i n  o u r  f a m i ly  s t r u c t u r e  a r e  becom ing  much

m ore f l e x i b l e .  D a v id s  fo u n d  t h a t  h u s b a n d -w ife  e q u a l i z a t i o n ,

( i n  r e g a r d  t o  d e c i s i o n  m a k in g ) , h a s  s h i f t e d  m a r r ia g e  f ro m ,

t o  b o rro w  a  p h r a s e ,  from  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  c o m p a n io n s h ip s .^

Men a r e  c a r i n g  m ore f o r  t h e i r  o f f - s p r i n g s  w h ile  women a r e

g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  hom e. A f e e l i n g  o f  " f a m ily  e a s e "  i s

e v o lv in g  a ro u n d  th e  c h i l d r e n .  They f e e l  j u s t  a s  c o m f o r ta b le

w i th  th e  f a t h e r  a s  w i th  th e  m o th e r .  Women a r e  b e t t e r  a b l e

t o  s e e k  em ploym en t w h ich  c e r t a i n l y  c h a n g e s  th e  econom ic

t r e n d  o f  t h e  f a m i ly  s t r u c t u r e .

T h is  s h o u ld  mean t h a t  th e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  p a r e n t s  
in  o u r  s o c i e t y  w i l l  h a v e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  b e c a u se  t h e y  
w an t t h e m - c e r t a i n l y  one o f  t h e  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  s u c c 
e s s f u l  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  th e  r o l e  o f  f a t h e r  o r  m o th e r .

M a tu r a t io n  a n d  m o t iv a t io n  a p p e a r  t o  be  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s

f o r  e q u a l i t a r i a n  m a r r i a g e s .  They seem  t o  go han d  i n  h an d

w i th  th e  j o i n t  d e c i s i o n s  made on f a m i ly  s i z e .

^ B l o o d  a n d  W o lf , o p . c i t . ,  p p .  1 3 ^ -1 3 5 . 

^ ® A lle r , o p .  c i t . ,  p .  609*

-^ D a v id s ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  1 9 1 .

^ L e M a s t e r s ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  1 3 .
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VI* E conom ic S t a t u s  a n d  S o c ia l  M o b i l i t y

Due t o  eco n o m ic  p r o s p e r i t y ,  th e  6 o * s  saw  a  new b e g 

in n in g  o f  a  g r a d u a l  d e c l i n e  i n  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s .

More women a r e  g o in g  to  c o l l e g e ,  w o rk in g ,  and  h a v in g  
fe w e r  c h i l d r e n .  T h a t  i s  bound  t o  m ake some c h a n g e s  
e v e n t u a l l y  i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  m a r r i a g e ,  w h ich  i s  
c u r r e n t l y  th e  r o c k  on w h ic h  b o th  s e x e s  base^m uch  o f  
t h e i r  h a p p in e s s  a n d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i th  l i f e .

W ith  th e  o n s e t  o f  t h e  r e c e s s i o n  in  th e  7 0 ( s ,  f i n a n c i a l  

b u rd e n s  i n f lu e n c e d  th e  d e s i r e  f o r  l a r g e r  f a m i l i e s .  I t  i s  

c e r t a i n l y  s a f e  t o  s a y  t h a t  th e  c o s t  o f  r a i s i n g  a  c h i l d  i s  

g r e a t e r  now th a n  i t  w as i n  th e  6 0 ' s ,  an d  t h e  m a r r ie d  s t u d 

e n t s  o f  to d a y  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  v e t e r a n s .  T h e i r  l i v i n g  

incom e, t h e r e f o r e ,  m u s t come fro m  l o a n s ,  g r a n t s ,  s c h o l a r 

s h i p s ,  o u t s i d e  em p lo y m en t, o r  h e lp  from  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .

The g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  them  h o ld  down a t  l e a s t  a  p a r t - t i m e  

jo b .  T h ese  eco n o m ic  r e a l i t i e s  c a u s e  t h e  c o u p le s  t o  d e v e lo p  

a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  l i m i t e d  f e r t i l i t y  o r  d e la y e d  f e r t i l i t y ,  u n t i l  

th e y  move i n t o  a  b e t t e r  econom ic  s i t u a t i o n .  Even th e n ,  

s o c i a l  s t a t u s  a n d  a  d e s i r e  f o r  upw ard  m o b i l i t y  t e n d s  to  

r e f l e c t  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  on f a m i ly  s i z e .

A lo n g  w i th  c h a n g e s  i n  l i f e  s t y l e s ,  t h e r e  hav e  b e e n  
c h a n g e s  i n  a t t i t u d e s  to w a rd s  f a m i ly  s i z e .  C en su s  B u re a u  
s u r v e y s  t a k e n  i n  1967 suid 1972 d e m o n s t r a te  t h i s  
changp*  I n  1967  th e  a v e r a g e  num ber o f  b i r t h s  e x p e c te d  
b y  w iv e s  18 t o  24 was 2 .9 ,  w h i le  i n  1972  th e  a v e r a g e  
w as 2 .4 ,  due t o  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  women t o  c h o o se  an d  
c o n t r o l  f a m i ly  s i z e .

^ C a m p b e l l  a n d  W e l le r ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  4 3 .  

B u re a u  o f  C e n su s , o p . c i t . ,  p .  1 1 .
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I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c l a s s i f y  m a r r ie d  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  i n t o

a  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  c l a s s *  They do h o w e v e r , r e f l e c t  c e r t a i n

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  c a n  be  s e e n  i n  d e f i n i t e  c l a s s  s t r a t u s *

R e la te d  to  b u t  n o t  synonym ous w i th  s o c i a l  c l a s s  i s  t h e  
c o n c e p t  o f  s o c i a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  o r  th e  r a n k in g  o f  
p e o p le  a c c o r d in g  t o  c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  cam 
b e  p l a c e d  i n  r a n k  o rd e r*  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f t e n  u se d  
i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  s t u d i e s  o f  s t r a 
t i f i c a t i o n  a r e  in co m e , y e a r s  o f  s c h o o l in g ,  a n d  o c c u p 
a t i o n s  r a n k e d  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  p r e s t i g e  a c c o rd e d  
e a c h  o c c u p a t io n .  A lth o u g h  th e  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e tw ee n  
s u c h  ra n k in g s^  a s  a r e  fo u n d  i n  l a r g e  g ro u p s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  
i s  f a r  fro m  p e r f e c t ,  i n  a  g e n e r a l  way h ig h  r a n k in g  
on  o n e  c a te g o r y  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  h ig h  r a n k in g s  on 
th e  o t h e r  tw o , m id d le  r a n k in g s  a r e  fo u n d  t o  go t o g e t h e r ,  
a n d  p e r s o n s  w i th  low  r a n k in g s  on  one a l s o  te n d  t o  h a v e  
lo w  r a n k in g s  on th e  o t h e r  two* T h e re  a r e ,  h o w e v er, 
n o  s h a r p  b r e a k s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  a lo n g  th e  r a n  kg., 
t o  i n d i c a t e  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  b e tw e e n  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s .

The t r u e  e s s e n c e  o f  s o c i a l  c l a s s  s u b c u l t u r e  l i e s  i n  th e

i n t a n g i b l e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  c l a s s  s u b c u l t u r e - t h e  b e l i e f s ,

v a l u e s ,  a n d  g o a l s .  T hese  i n t a n g i b l e s  d i f f e r  from  c l a s s  t o

c l a s s  i n  q u a l i t a t i v e  m an n e r an d  t h e r e f o r e  do n o t  f a l l  i n t o

r a n k  o r d e r s .  T h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  m ark  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  b e tw e e n

th e  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s *

C avan f u r t h e r  s t a t e s *

E ach  s o c i a l  c l a s s  t e n d s  t o  h a v e  a  c e r t a i n  ra n g e  o f  
y e a r s  o f  s c h o o l in g .  B u t t h e  e s s e n t i a l ,  d i f f e r e n c e  
b e tw e e n  th e  c l a s s e s  i s  i n  t h e  v a lu e  a t t a c h e d  to  e d 
u c a t io n *  I n  th e  c l a s s e s  o f  h i g h e r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s ,  
e d u c a t io n  i n  a n d  o f  i t s e l f  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  p r e s t i g e *
The c o l l e g e  d e g re e  h a s  a n  i n t r i n s i c  v a lu e *  i t  i s  th e  
m ark  o f  a  g e n tle m a n , a  sym bo l o f  c u l t u r e .  A lso  e d 
u c a t i o n  o p e n s  th e  d o o r  t o  many l u c r a t i v e  o c c u p a tio n s *
I n  t h e  lo w e r  s o c i a l  l e v e l s ,  e d u c a t io n  beyond  e le m e n ta r y  
s c h o o l  i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  u s e l e s s  a n d  a  w a s te  o f  tim e* 
some p r a c t i c a l  u se  o f  t im e ,  e a r l y  em p lo y m en t, a n d  an

^ C a v a n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  7 2 .
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incom e h o w ev er s m a l l  a r e  o f  h i g h e r  v a lu e  th a n  a n  e d 
u c a t io n  t h a t  seem s to  l e a d  now here  a n d  w h ich  in  f a c t  
may a l i e n a t e  t h e  p e r s o n  fro m  h i s  fa m ily *

T a b le  V I I ,  (p ag e  44  ) show s th e  a v e ra g e  num ber o f  c h i l d r e n  

e v e r  b o m  p e r  women, a g e d  4-5 a n d  o v e r ,  who had  e v e r  m a r r i e d ,  

by  h u sb a n d s  o c c u p a t io n ,  a s  o f  1 9 6 4 . O c c u p a tio n  g ro u p s  1 

th ro u g h  4- te n d  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  m o st am ount o f  fo rm a l  e d u c 

a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g .  N o t ic e  t h e i r  a v e r a g e  num bers a s  com pared  

w i th  g ro u p s  5 th ro u g h  9 ,  t h a t  do n o t  r e q u i r e  a s  m uch fo rm a l  

p r e p a r a t i o n .  In  th e  6 o 's ,  c h i l d r e n  in  t h r e e s  h ad  become 

p o p u la r  w i th  c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e s  a n d  w i th  h ig h  s t a t u s  p e o p le ,  

g e n e r a l ly *  C o n s e rv a t is m  i n  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  g o a ls  w as c h a r 

a c t e r i z e d  by  th o s e  who w ere  o r i e n t e d  to w a rd  th e  a c h ie v e m e n t  

o f  h i g h e r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s *

I t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  c o u p le s  h o ld  d e s i r e d  
f a m i ly  s i z e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  th e  i d e a l  A m erican  f a m i ly  
th e y  im a g in e , b u t  th e  v a r i a t i o n s  among s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  
a r e  n o t a b l e s  lo w e r - lo w e r  c l a s s  men an d  women hav e  a  
lo w e r  l e v e l  o f  c o n s i s t e n c y  th a n  u p p e r -m id d le  c l a s s  ** 
men a n d  women a n d  th e  o t h e r  c l a s s e s  f a l l  in -b e tw e e n *

B a rd is  fo u n d  t h a t  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  h ad  th e  d e s i r e  to

a c h ie v e  a  h i g h e r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  p a r t l y  by  e m p h a s iz in g  f a m i ly

p l a n n i n g * ^

C e r t a i n l y  one o f  th e  p r im a r y  g o a l s  o f  s e c u r i n g  a  c o l l e g e  

e d u c a t io n  i s  t o  a t t a i n  a  h i g h e r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  o r  a t  l e a s t

64C avan , op* c i t . ,  p* 73*

^ L e e  R a in w a te r ,  F a m ily  D e s ig n . (C h icag o s  A ld in e  Pub
l i s h i n g  Company, 19«5)»  P* 123*

^ P a n o s  B a r d i s ,  " A t t i t u d e s  to w a rd  O ra l  C o n t r a c e p t iv e s  
Among C a n ad ian  U n i v e r s i t y  S t u d e n t s , "  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T o le d o . 
1 9 7 4 , p .  7 .
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t o  s e c u r e  a  o c c u p a t io n  t h a t  w i l l  e n a b le  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  

t o  o c c u r .  T hese  g o a l s  c a n  be  m ore e a s i l y  m et th ro u g h  th e  

u se  o f  f a m i ly  p la n n in g .

/ I I . R e l i g i o u s  I d e o lo g ie s

R e l ig io u s  i d e o l o g i e s  do n o t  seem  to  c a r r y  a s  much w e ig h t  

i n  f a m i ly  p la n n in g  a s  i n  th e  p a s t .  The G a llu p  P o l l  from  

1957  t o  1970  fo u n d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e c r e a s e  in  th e  i n f lu e n c e  

t h a t  r e l i g i o n  h a s  on A m erican  l i f e ,  ( s e e  T a b le  X, p a g e  4-7 )•  

R a in w a te r  fo u n d  t h a t  n e i t h e r  r e l i g i o n  n o r  r a c e  seem ed t o  

make much d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  d e s i r e d  f a m ily  s i z e  a t  t h e  lo w e r -  

lo w e r  c l a s s  l e v e l .  A t h i g h e r  s t a t u s  l e v e l .  P r o t e s t a n t s  

w an ted  fe w e r  c h i l d r e n  th a n  C a t h o l i c s ,  and  w i t h in  r e l i g i o u s  

g ro u p s  t h e r e  a r e  o n ly  m in o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  among s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  

F reedm an , W h elp to n , and  C am p b e ll n o te d  t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  d i f f 

e r e n c e s  s t i l l  e x i s t ,  a l th o u g h  th e y  to o ,  seem  to  be y e i l d i n g  

to  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  o f  n o rm s. C a th o l i c s  do 

w an t a n d  e x p e c t  m ore c h i l d r e n  th a n  P r o t e s t a n t s ,  b u t  th e

d i f f e r e n c e  l i e s  w i th in  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  p r e s c r i b e d  by  th e  common
68norm  o f  two t o  f o u r  c h i l d r e n .

F o r  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  C a t h o l i c s ,  t h e r e  
i s  a  s h a r p  p o s i t i v e  l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  th e  
num ber o f  s i b l i n g s  a n d  th e  num ber o f  c h i l d r e n  d e s i r e d .
The c o n n e c t io n  o f  r e l i g i o u s n e s s  w i th  f e r t i l i t y  v a lu e s  
i s  b e in g  m ea su re d  b y  th e  w om en 's o b s e r v a t io n  o f  v a r 
io u s  p r a c t i c e s  a s  w e l l  a s  by  h e r  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  h e r  
p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  th e  im p o r ta n c e  a t t a c h e d  t o  r e l i g i o n

^ R a i n w a t e r ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  1 2 2 .
68F reed m an , e t .  a l . ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  4 0 3 .
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69 27by h e r s e l f ,  h e r  f r i e n d s ,  and  p a r e n t s .

D i f f e r e n c e s  among th e  m a jo r  A m erican  r e l i g i o u s  g ro u p s  seem s

t o  l i e  i n  th e  e x p e c te d  d i r e c t i o n s .  M ean ing , c h a n g in g  t r e n d s

seem  to  c o r r e l a t e  w i th  T a b le  V I I I v (p a g e  45 )•  w h ich  show s

c h i l d b e a r i n g  p r e f e r e n c e s ,  p e r fo rm a n c e , e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  an d

d i s c r e p a n c i e s ,  by  th e  w i f e ' s  c h u rc h  p r e f e r e n c e .  R e s u l t s  o f

th e  1965 N a t io n a l  P e r t i l i t y  S tu d y  fo u n d  t h a t  th e  num ber

o f  c h i l d r e n  e x p e c te d  i s  th e  b e s t  e s t im a t e  o f  th e  a c t u a l

num ber t h a t  th e y  w i l l  h a v e  u l t i m a t e l y .  T ab le  X I, (p a g e  48 ) ,

g iv e s  y o u  a  b reakdow n o f  t h e  P e r t i l i t y  S tu d y 's  r e s u l t s .

C o lle g e  c o u p le s  who a r e  o f  th e  same f a i t h  a n d  p r a c t i c e  
t h e i r  f a i t h  w i l l  becom e m ore in v o lv e d  in  o r d e r l y  r e 
p la c e m e n t s i n c e  r e l i g i o n s  h e lp  t r a n s m i t  f a m i ly  c u l t u r e .
On th e  o t h e r  h a n d , i f  t h e  h u sb an d  an d  w ife  a r e  o f
d i f f e r e n t  f a i t h s  a n d  p r a c t i c e  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  f a i t h s ,  
t h e  h o u s e h o ld  w i l l  te n d  to  becom e d iv id e d  f o r  h u sb a n d  
and  w ife  w i l l  s t r i v e  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  o b j e c t i v e s .  f

T ab le  IX , (p a g e  46 ) ,  show s th e  a v e ra g e  num ber o f  c h i l d r e n

p e r  women, a g ed  45 and  o v e r ,  who had  e v e r  b een  m a r r i e d ,

by  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  o f  c o u p le s  in te r v ie w e d  i n  t h e  D e t r o i t

S tu d y .

The d e v e lo p m e n t o f  su c h  a  com plex  s o c i e t y  h a s  c a u s e d  

c o u p le s  t o  s t r a y  away fro m  r e l i g i o u s  i d e o l o g i e s  a n d  t o  a d h e re

to  th e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  f a m i ly  s i z e .  E i s n e r  c o n c lu d e d , i n  h i s

s tu d y ,  t h a t  th e  c h o ic e  o f  th e  num ber o f  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  h i s

69̂ C h a r le s  P .  W e s to f f  and  Raymond H. P o tv in ,  C o l le g e
Women and  P e r t i l i t y  V 
f r e s s ,  l 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  162•

V a lu e s . (P r in c e to n *  P r in c e to n  U n i v e r s i t y

701 P e t r a n e k ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  19.

Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.



r e s p o n d e n ts  d e s i r e d  w as i n  n o  way a f f e c t e d  by  a g e ,  s e x  

o r  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s - b u t  may b e  a f f e c t e d  i n  some e x t e n t  by

th e  s i z e  o f  t h e  c h i ld h o o d  f a m i ly ,  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s ,  a n d
71b y  th e  r e l i g i o n  i n  w h ich  h e  was r e a r e d  an d  now f o l lo w s *'

R e c e n t r e s e a r c h  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  a d v e n t  o f  a  c h i l d  d o e s

n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f u l f i l l  a  m a r r i a g e ,  b u t  may be t h e  f i r s t
72p o i n t  o f  c le a v a g e  t h a t  s e p a r a t e s  h u sb a n d  a n d  w i f e ,

V III*  C o n t r a c e p t iv e s  a n d  C h i ld b e a r in g

C o n t r a c e p t iv e s  seem  to  be o f  g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e  f o r  th e

a t t a i n m e n t  o f  c e r t a i n  g o a l s  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  c o u p le s  s e t

b e f o r e  th e m s e lv e s *  A s tu d y  done in  1955 fo u n d  t h a t  68  p e r

c e n t  o f  c o u p le s  w i th  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t io n  b e g an  p r e v e n t iv e

m e a su re s  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  p r e g n a n c y , a s  com pared  w i th  24

p e r  c e n t  o f  c o u p le s  w i th  o n ly  a  g ra d e  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n * '

In  1 9 6 4 , B a r d is  o u t l i n e d  som e o f  th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  e x p a n d in g

b i r t h  c o n t r o l .  T hey  a r e  a s  fo l lo w s *

1* The e m a n c ip a t io n  o f  women, w h ich  h a s  r e n d e r e d  them  
much l e s s  r e p r o d u c t io n - m in d e d ,

2* The eco n o m ic  i n s e c u r i t y  g e n e r a t e d  by i n d u s t r i a l 
i z a t i o n ,

3* The o f t e n  e x o r i b a n t  e x p e n s e s  in v o lv e d  i n  c h i l d -  
r e a r in g *

4* The p a s s i n g  o f  th e  f r o n t i e r  a n d  th e  a d o p t io n  o f
la w s  a g a i n s t  c h i l d  l a b o r  h av e  c h an g e d  p r e a d o l e s c e n t  
an d  t o  some e x t e n t ,  a d o le s c e n t  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  l i a -

71'  Thomas E i s n e r ,  e t*  a l . ,  " P o p u la t io n  C o n t r o l ,  S t e r 
i l i z a t i o n ,  a n d  I g n o r a n c e , " S c ie n c e . ( J a n u a r y  1 9 7 0 ) , p* 162*

72Jo h n  A* S c a r l e t t ,  " U n d e rg ra d u a re  A t t i t u d e s  to w a rd  
B i r t h  C o n tro l*  New P e r s c e o t i v e s . " J o u r n a l  o f  M a rr ia g e  a n d  
F h m ily .  XXXIX, (May 1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  3 1 3 . -------
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b i l i t i e s .  Even c h i l d b i r t h  i t s e l f  h a s  becom e m ore 
e x p e n s iv e , s i n c e  i t  now u s u a l l y  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  a  
h o s p i t a l .

5 .  The p r e v a i l i n g  b u d g e t in g  c o m p le x , b e c a u se  o f  w h ich  
e v e n  c h i l d r e n  m u st b e  b u d g e te d  th ro u g h  p la n n e d  
p a r e n th o o d .

6 .  The e d u c a t i o n a l  an d  o t h e r  a d v a n ta g e s  e n jo y e d  by  
c h i l d r e n  com ing  fro m  s m a l l  f a m i l i e s .

7 .  The v e r t i c a l  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  w h ic h  p a r e n t s  o r d i n a r i l y  
e m p h a s is  a t  th e  e x p e n se  o f  h a v in g  c h i l d r e n .

8 .  The d e c l in e  o f  r e l i g i o s i t y  a n d  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d in g
p r e v a l e n c e  o f  s e c u l a r i s m ,  due  t o  w h ich  a  c h i l d ' s  
b i r t h  i s  no  lo n g e r  r e g a r d e d  a s  a n  a c t  o f  God.
I n  1 9 3 1 , e v e n  th e  F e d e r a l  C o u n c il  o f  C h u rc h e s  e x 
p r e s s e d  i t s  a p p r o v a l  o f  b i r t h  c o n t r o l .

9 .  R e c o g n i t io n  o f  b i r t h  c o n t r o l  by  t h e  m e d ic a l  p r o 
f e s s i o n s  t h e  A m erican  M e d ic a l  A s s o c ia t io n  r e c o g n iz e d  
t h i s  p r a c t i c e  o f f i c i a l l y  i n  1937#

1 0 . The i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  num ber o f  b i r t h  c o n t r o l  c l i n i c s .
1 1 . The l e g a l  a p p r o v a l  i n  a l l  s t a t e s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  C onn- 

e t i c u t  a n d  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  o f  m e d ic a l  a d v ic e  c o n 
c e r n i n g  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  h e a l t h .

1 2 . M ore e x t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n ,  w h ic h  t e n d s  t o  l i b e r a l i z e  
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  many r e s p e c t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a c c e p ta n c e  
o f  b i r t h  c o n t r o l .

741 3 . The p h i lo s o p h y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i s m .

F reed m an , W h e lp to n , an d  C am p b e ll f e l t  t h a t  e d u c a t io n  i s  

m ore c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  th a n  o c c u p a t io n  to  t h e  u se  o f  f a m i ly  

l i m i t a t i o n  m e th o d s  a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  a c c o u n ts  f o r  much o f  th e  

d i f f e r e n c e  b y  o c c u p a t io n .  When s e v e r a l  m e a su re s  o f  c o n t r a 

c e p t io n  a r e  c o n s id e r e d  we f i n d  t h a t  th e y  v a ry  i n  much g r e a t e r  

d e g re e  w i t h  t h e  e d u c a t io n  w i t h i n  o c c u p a t i o n a l  g ro u p s  th a n

^ B l o o d  a n d  W o lf, o p . c i t . ,  p .  1 2 0 .

^ P a n o s  B a r d i s ,  "F a m ily  Form s a n d  V a r i a t i o n s  H i s t o r i c a l l y  
C o n s id e r e d ,"  H andbook o f  M a r r ia g e  a n d  t h e  F a m ily . H a ro ld  T . 
C h r i s t e n s e n ,  e d . ,  (C h ic a g o !  Hand M cN ally  an d  Company, 1 9 6 4 ) ,  
p p .  4 3 7 -4 3 8 .
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w i th  o c c u p a t io n  w i t h in  e d u c a t i o n a l  g r o u p s .

A dvances i n  m e d io a l  t e c h n iq u e s ,  t h e  p i l l ,  i n t r a 
u t e r i n e  d e v ic e  (IU D ), a n d  th e  many o t h e r  w ays t h a t  
a r e  i n  u se  t o  f r e e  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  men a n d  women 
fro m  th e  f e a r  o r  r i s k  o f  b e g e t t i n g  c h i l d r e n  who 
w o u ld  be  a  b y - p r o d u c t  o r  a n  u n in te n d e d  s i d e - e f f e c t  
o f  f u l f i l l i n g  q u i t e  o t h e r  n e e d s .

T a b le  X I I ,  (p a g e  **9 ) ,  show s th e  ty p e s  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  

m e th o d s t h a t  a r e  m o s t commonly u se d  a lo n g  w i th  t h e i r  a d 

v a n ta g e s  an d  d i s a d v a n t a g e s .

S tu d e n t  c l i n i c s  f o r  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  o b t a i n i n g  c o n t r a  -  

c e p t i v e  i n f o r m a t io n  a r e  s p r i n g i n g  up a ro u n d  t h i s  c o u n t r y 's  

c a m p u se s . B o th  C o l l i n s  (1970  an d  C r i s t  (1 9 7 1 )»  h ave  done 

s t u d i e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .

S c a r l e t t  r e v e a l e d ,  i n  h i s  s tu d y ,  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  y o u n g  c o l l e g e - e d u c a t e d  a d u l t s  i s ,  f o r  th e  

m o s t p a r t ,  a l e r t e d  t o  t h e  p o p u la t i o n  c r i s i s  t h a t  c o n f r o n t s  

t h e i r  g e n e r a t i o n  an d  t h a t  w i th  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  k n o w led g e , 

a n d  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n ,  a  lo n g - r a n g e  d e c l in e  in  

b i r t h  r a t e s  i s  f o r s e e a b l e  in  th e  f u t u r e . ^  As f a r  a s  th e  

a b o r t i o n  a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  c o n c e rn e d , th e  c l i n i c s  f i n d  t h a t  

t h e  p r e g n a n t  c o l l e g e  women who p la n  t o  m a rry  th e  b a b y 's  

f a t h e r ,  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  to  come f o r  c o u n s e l i n g .

R e c e n t l e g a l  a b o r t i o n  la w s  h ave  made a b o r t i o n  a  v i a b l e  
a l t e r n a t i v e ,  a n d  th e  m id d l e - c l a s s  e d u c a te d  p o p u la t io n  
t e n d s  t o  t a k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  c u l t u r a l  c h a n g e  to  c o n t r o l

7c
' - 'F reedm an , e t .  a l . ,  o p , c i t . ,  p .  13*1-. 
76( D a v id s , o p . c i t . ,  p .  1 9 0 ,

^ S c a r l e t t ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  3 1 2 .
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t h e i r  o w n o liv e s  m ore th a n  d o e s  th e  g e n e r a l  p o p 
u l a t i o n . 7

M ic h a e l n o te d  t h a t  m ore e d u c a te d  c o u p le s ,  o t h e r  t h i n g s  th e  

sam e, do te n d  t o  a d o p t  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  t e c h n iq u e s  w h ic h , on 

th e  a v e r a g e ,  a r e  m ore e f f e c t i v e  i n  p r e v e n t in g  unw anted  p r e g 

n a n c i e s # ^  Some c o n c lu s io n s  w i l l  now b e  draw n from  th e  

re v ie w  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .

^ B a r l e y  W. M cC arthy  a n d  P a t r i c i a  Brow n, " C o u n se lin g  
C o lle g e  Women w i t h  U nw anted P r e g n a n c i e s . "  J o u r n a l  o f  C o l le g e  
an d  S tu d e n t  P e r s o n n e l . XV, (N ovem ber 1 9 7 * 0 . P*

^ R o b e r t  T . M ic h a e l,  " E d u c a tio n  and  th e  D e p r iv e d  Demand 
f o r  C h i ld r e n ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Econom y. (M arch 1 9 7 3 ) , 
p .  1 3 0 1 .
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CHAPTER I I I  

C o n c lu s io n s  a n d  Summary

On M arch 9 ,1 9 7 6 ,  ar. ERC O a rs  s e a r c h  was done  to  c r o s s

c h e c k  any  s o u r c e s  known p e r t a i n i n g  to  c h i l d - h e a r i n g  a t t i t u d e s

o f  m a r r ia g e  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s ,  1950 to  th e  p r e s e n t .  C o n c e p ts

o f  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  an d  m a r r ie d  s t u d e n t s i  m a r r ia g e  a n d  c o l l e g e

s t u d e n t s i  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  and  c o l l e g e - u n i v e r s i t y i  h i g h e r

e d u c a t io n  an d  womens e d u c a t i o n ,  a lo n g  w i th  w o rk in g  women,

w ere  ru n  th ro u g h  th e  c o m p u te r .  No c i t a t i o n s  show ed u p .

When th e  c o n c e p ts  o f  f a m i ly  p la n n in g ,  p o p u la t io n  t r e n d s ,

c o n c e p t io n  and  th e  f a m i ly  w ere  ru n  th ro u g h - 3 c i t a t i o n s

a p p e a re d .  W ith  th e  te rm s  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  an d  f a m i ly ,  23

c i t a t i o n s  a p p e a re d ,  b u t  upon s e a r c h i n g  th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g

a b s t r a c t s ,  o n ly  7 p e r t a i n e d  t o  th e  m a r r ie d  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t

p o p u l a t i o n .  The c o n c e p t  o f  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  and  f a m i ly

p la n n in g  r e v e a l e d  50 c i t a t i o n s .  H ow ever, o u t  o f  t h i s

g ro u p , o n ly  10 d e a l t  w i th  a n y  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  c h i l d b e a r i n g

a t t i t u d e s .  A g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  them  w ere  c o n c e rn e d  w ith

e i t h e r  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  m in o r i t y  s t u d e n t  p ro b le m s , h ig h

s c h o o l  s t u d e n t  m a r r i a g e s ,  p o p u l a t i o n  t r e n d s ,  b o th  0 ,S ,  a n d

w o rld  w id e ,  o r  d i v i s i o n s  o f  r u r a l  and  u rb a n  c a m p u se s .

T h e r e fo r e ,  t h e  c i t a t i o n s  t h a t  h ave  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  in

t h i s  p a p e r  do n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d e a l  d i r e c t l y  w i th  t h e  u se

o f  th e  " m a r r ie d  s t u d e n t "  a s  th e  s o l e  p o p u la t i o n  i n  th e

s t u d i e s ,  A l a r g e  a b u n d an c e  o f  r e s e a r c h  i s  d e f i n i t e l y
32
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l a c k i n g  in  t h i s  a re a *

I  c o n s id e r e d  my t o p i c  o f  t im e ly  i n t e r e s t  a n d  r e l a t i v e  

im p o r ta n c e ,  b u t  my f i e l d  o f  s tu d y  m ig h t  h av e  b e e n  to o  narrow *  

P e rh a p s  a  g r e a t e r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a t t i t u d e s  

f o r  a  l o n g e r  t im e  s p a n  a n d  t h e  u se  o f  a  m ore g e n e r a l  pop 

u l a t i o n  w ou ld  have  p ro d u c e d  m ore s t u d i e s *  I  do f e e l ,  how

e v e r ,  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t  know ledge  w as g a in e d  in  my l i m i t e d  

f in d in g s *

W hile  l o v in g  a n d  c a r i n g  f o r  th e  o f f s p r i n g s  o f  a  m a r r ia g e  

u n io n  c an  be t r u l y  a  w o n d e r fu l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e  jo y s  o f  

w a tc h in g  a  human b e in g  grow  a n d  d e v e lo p ,  a l s o ,  c a n  n o t  be 

d e s c r ib e d  in  enough  w ords* B u t i f  t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  c lo u d e d  

b y  o u t s i d e  f o r c e s  th a t_  h av e  a n  o v e rw h e lm in g  c o n t r o l  on th e  

f a m i ly  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e n  th e  jo y s  o f  p a r e n t i n g  may t u r n  i n to  

n ig h tm a re s *

On th e  s u r f a c e ,  t h e  m o s t c o m p e l l in g  r e a s o n  f o r  r e d u c in g  
i n i t i a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  i s  f i n a n c ia l - s o m e  c o u p le s  f i n d  
th e  m e d ic a l  e x p e n s e s  o f  h a v in g  c h i l d r e n  h a rd  t o  b e a r ,  
o t h e r s  a r e  w o r r ie d  b y  g r a d u a l l y  m o u n tin g  c o s t s  e a c h  
a d d i t i o n a l  c h i l d  r e q u i r e s  c l o t h e s ,  f o o d ,  r e c r e a t i o n ,  
a n d  e d u c a t io n *  B u t b e h in d  t h e s e  e a s y  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  
f o r  r e d u c in g  i n i t i a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  i s  a  f a c t o r  t h a t  o f t e n  
p in c h e s  ev en  m ore* • • I n  o t h e r  w o rd s , t h e s e  p e o p le  
come t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h a v in g  a s  many c h i l d r e n  a s  th e y  
i n i t i a l l y  w a n te d  w ou ld  be  a  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  b u rd e n  o f  
dem ands, e m o t io n a l  c o n t r o l ,  a t t e n t i o n ^  an d  g i v in g  w h ich  
th e y  w o u ld  f i n d  d i f f i c u l t  t o  m anage*

W ith  th e  A m erican  l i f e  s t y l e ,  many m ore se g m e n ts  o f  s o c i e t y

h ave  b e e n  g iv e n  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p u r s u e  a  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t io n ,

® °R a in w a te r , o p . c i t , ,  p ,  1 2 7 .
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th e n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  E x p o s in g  m ore p e o p le  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  c a u s e s  a  c h an g e  to  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h e i r  s o c i a l

s t a t u s  a n d  a n  e m erg en ce  o f  new a t t i t u d e s .  I t  seem s o n ly

n a t u r a l  t h a t  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a t t i t u d e s  s h o u ld  s h i f t ,  i n

a c c o r d a n c e ,  w i th  t h e  c h an g e  in  upw ard  m o b i l i t y .  No l o n g e r

do c o u p le s  f e a r  o r  r e s e n t  th e  p r o s p e c t  o f  c h i l d b e a r i n g .

They a r e  f r e e r  t o  c h o o se  when t h e y  w a n t t o  b e g in  t h e i r

f a m i ly  a n d  t o  l i m i t  i t *3 s i z e .

. . .  f a m i ly  l i m i t a t i o n  i s  n o t  a  m a t t e r  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  
w i s h e s ,  b u t  i s  d e s ig n e d  t o  p ro m o te  m ore r e s p o n s i b l e  
p a r e n th o o d  f o r  th e  maximum nu m b er o f  c h i l d r e n  th e  p a r e n t s  
a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  r e a r .

They a r e  b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  co p e  w i th  th e  s t r e s s e s  and  s t r a i n s

o f  a  c h a n g in g  s o c i e t y  and  c a n  a p p r e c i a t e  an d  e n jo y  th e

c h i l d r e n  t h a t  t h e y  a l r e a d y  h a v e .

No lo n g e r  a r e  th e  m em bers o f  th e  f a m i ly  u n i t  sw a llo w ed

up  by  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  t a s k s  o f  m a in te n a n c e .  I n d i v id u a l

f re e d o m s  a r e  b e in g  dem anded a n d  c o n c e rn  a n d  u n d e r s ta n d in g

a r e  d e v e lo p e d  a s  th e  f a m i ly  u n i t  e v o lv e s  i n t o  a  s t r u c t u r e

o f  " d i s t i n c t "  i n d i v i d u a l s .  T hese  c h a n g e s  a l l  seem  t o  come

a b o u t  fro m  th e  " f r i g h t e n i n g "  eco n o m ic  t r e n d s  an d  a  k een

i n t e r e s t  i n  s o c i a l  c l a s s .

. . .  a t  a n y  g iv e n  s t a t u s  l e v e l ,  t h o s e  who f e l t  m ore 
s e c u r e  e c o n o m ic a l ly  h ad  m ore c h i l d r e n ,  c o n fo rm in g  t o  
t h e  norm  t h a t  "Xgu s h o u ld  h av e  a s  many c h i l d r e n  a s  
y o u  c a n  a f f o r d .

81C av an , o p . c i t . ,  p .  3 0 .
82 R a in w a te r ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  179
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W omen's l i b e r a t i o n  i s  h e re  t o  s t a y ,  b u t  i t  seem s to  

be  d e v e lo p in g  on  a  p o s i t i v e  n o te  o f  " p e o p le  l i b e r a t i o n , "

E ven th o u g h  s o c i e t y  w as f o r c e d  t o  lo o k  a t  t h e  low  s o c i a l  

s t a t u s  o f  t h e  f e m a le ,  i t  c a r r i e d  i t  f u r t h e r  i n t o  th e  com

p l e x i t i e s  o f  b e in g  a  man an d  a  new a w a re n e s s  o f  " c h i l d r e n ' s  

r i g h t s , "  E v e ry  se g m en t o f  s o c i e t y  w i l l  b e n e f i t  fro m  " p e o p le  

l i b e r a t i o n , "

Even th o u g h  th e  d iv o r c e  r a t e  i s  s o a r i n g ,  c o u p le s  t h a t  

c h o o se  t o  s t a y  t o g e t h e r  a r e  r e a l l y  t a k i n g  a  h a rd  lo o k  a t  

t h e i r  m a r r i a g e s .  M a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  c a n  n o t  b e  a c h ie v e d  

u n l e s s  b o th  p a r t n e r s  s t r i v e  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  c o m m u n ica tio n  

on a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  B e in g  a b l e  t o  v e n t  b o th  y o u r  p o s i t i v e  

an d  n e g a t iv e  f e e l i n g s  c a u s e s  d e f i n i t e  d e c i s i o n s  t o  b e  made 

a n d  r e a l i z a t i o n s  t o  be  d e a l t  w i th .

M a rr ie d  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  do seem  t o  r e p r e s e n t  th e  m ain  

s t r e a m  o f  o u r  c h a n g in g  s o c i e t y .  They a r e  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  

a l e r t ,  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  b e in g  e x p o se d  to  th e  m o s t r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  

a n d  t r e n d s ,  a n d  a r e  l i v i n g  i n  a  com m unity  w h ere  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  

c o n c e r n in g  c h i l d b e a r i n g  p r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  m ore o p e n ly  d i s c u s s e d  

a n d  n o t  h id d e n  b e h in d  " c lo s e d  d o o r s , "  G ra n te d ,  th e y  w i l l  

p r o b a b ly  move up  i n t o  a  m ore s t r u c t u r e d  s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  th e y  

w i l l  s t i l l  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  p r a c t i c e  

o f  f a m i ly  p l a n n i n g ,  so  t h a t  a  much b r o a d e r  s e c t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  

w i l l  be  a f f e c t e d  by  th e  f u t u r e  p o p u la t i o n  t r e n d s .  I f  a  

s h i f t  i n  c h i l d b e a r i n g  a t t i t u d e s  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  n e a r
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f u t u r e ,  y o u  c a n  be  s u r e  t h a t  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  in  

th e  m i s t  o f  th e  c h a n g e . A f t e r  a l l ,  th e  g r e a t  M a jo r i ty  o f  

them  w i l l  b e  t h e  i n n o v a t iv e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e .

Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.



T a b le  I I

M a r r ia g e s  a n d  B i r t h  R a te s  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .
I -N u » b e r  o f  m a r r ia g e s  p e r  1 ,0 0 0  e s t im a te d  m id y e a r*
II-N u m b er o f  b i r t h s  p e r  1 ,0 0 0  p o p u la t io n * *

Y ear I I I

186? 9 .6
1868 9 .0
1869 8 .9
1870 t o 8 ,8  t o (1 8 7 1 -7 5
187* 8 .7 3 7 .0 )
1875 to 9 .1  to (1 8 7 6 -8 0
1879 8 .9 3 * . 9 )
1880 to 9 .0  to (1 8 8 1 -8 5
188* 8 .8 3 3 .2 )
1885 to 8 .9  to (1 8 8 6 -9 0
1889 9 .1 3 1 .9 )
1890 to 9 .0  to (1 8 9 1 -9 5
189* 8 .6 3 0 .8 )
1895 to 8 .9  to (1 8 9 6 -1 9 0 0
1899 9 .0 2 9 .8 )
1900 9 .3
1901 9 .6
1902 9 .8 2 8 .8
1903 1 0 .0
190* 9 .9
1905 1 0 .0
1906 1 0 .5
1907 1 0 .8 2 7 .71908 9 .7
1909 9 .9
1910 1 0 .3
1911 1 0 .2
1912 1 0 .5 26 . *
1913 1 0 .5
191* 1 0 .3
1915 1 0 .0 2 5 .1
1916 1 0 .6 2 5 .0
1917 1 1 .1 2 * . 7
1918 9 .7 2 * . 6
1919 1 1 .0 2 2 .31920 1 2 .0 2 3 .71921 1 0 .7 2 * . 21922 1 0 .3 2 2 .3
1923 1 1 .0 2 2 .2
192* 1 0 .* 2 2 .*
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Y e ar I I

1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933 
193^
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939 
19*0 
19*1

1-19*2
19*3
19**
19*5
19*6
19*7
19*8
19*9
1950
1951
1952
1953 
195*
1955
1956
1957 

HL958
1959
1960
1961 
1962 
1963 
196*
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971

1 0 .3 2 1 .5
1 0 .2 2 0 .7
1 0 .1 2 0 .6

9 .8 1 9 .8
1 0 .1 1 8 .9

9 .2 1 8 .9
8 .6 1 8 .0
7 .9 ■ 1 7 .*
8 .7 i 1 6 .6

1 0 .3 ! 1 7 .1
1 0 .* I 1 6 .8
1 0 .7 1 6 .7
1 2 .1 1 7 .1
1 3 .2 1 7 .6
1 1 .8 1 7 .3
1 1 .0 1 7 .9
1 2 .2 1 8 .9
1 6 .* 2 0 .9 —1
1 3 .9 2 1 .5
1 2 .* 2 0 .2
1 0 .6 1 9 .6
1 1 .0 2 3 .3
1 0 .* 2 5 .8  |

9 .9 2 * . 2 !
9 .2 2 * .0  !
9 .2 2 3 .5  ;
9 .3 *
9 .5 -

8 .9 i

8 .* 2* . 9
8 .5 2 * . 6
8 .5 2 * .9
8 .5 2 5 .0
8 .5 2 * .3 “ i
8 .8 2 * . l
9 .0 2 3 .7
9 .2 2 3 .3
9 .* 2 2 .*
9 .7 2 1 .7

1 0 .* 2 1 .0
1 0 .6 1 9 .*
1 0 .6 1 8 .5
1 0 .6 1 7 .8
1 1 .3 1 7 .5
1 0 .3 1 7 .8
1 0 .7 1 8 .*
1 0 .6 1 7 .2

Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.



39
Y e ar I I I

1972 1 0 .9 1 5 .6
1973 1 0 .9 1 ^ .9
197* 1 0 .5 1 5 .0

S o u rc e s  * V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s . S p e c ia l  R e p o r ts ,  Summary o f  
M a r r ia g e s  an d  D iv o rc e  S t a t i s t i c s ,  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  19^9* V o l. 
3 6 , No.® ( F e d e r a l  S e c u r i t y  A gency , Ju n e  5»1951)»  P» 24?
Y j t a l  5 t a t l a £ j q g  ° £ . th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s . 1959* M a r r ia g e  and  
D iv o rc e  S t a t i s t i c s ,  V o l. I ,  S e c . 2 (U .S . D e p a r tm e n t o f  
H e a l th ,  E d u c a t io n ,  a n d  W e lf a r e ,  P u b l ic  H e a l th  S e r v i c e ,  
N a t io n a l  O f f i c e  o f  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p p .  2 - 1 7 .  
M a r r ia g e s  r e f e r  o n ly  t o  th o s e  o c c u r in g  in  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  
F o r  1 9 5 9 . A la s k a  i s  in c lu d e d ?  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  U n ite d  
S t a t e s . 1963# M a r r ia g e  a n d  D iv o rc e , V o l. I l l ,  p .  1 -5  f 
S t a t i s t i c a l  A b s t r a c t s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s . 19»7 (W a sh in g to n , 
D .C .?  G overnm ent P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 6 7 ) .  p .  6 3 ? U .S . B u reau  
o f  t h e  C e n su s , S t a t i s t i c a l  A b s t r a c t s  o f  t h e  U .S . i 1 9 7 5 . 
W a sh in g to n , D .C .,  1975*
♦ ♦ R a te s  f o r  1 8 7 1 -1 9 3 5  fro m  A .J .  L o tk a , M odem  T re n d s  in  
t h e  B i r t h  R a te s . "A n n a ls  o f  th e  A m erican  Academy o f  P o l i t i c a l  
a n d  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e . "188 (1 9 3 6 ) ,  2 -3?  l a t e r  r a t e s  fro m  St a 
t i s t i c a l  A b s t r a c t s  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s . 1 9 5 0 , p .  6 3 ? 1955» 
p .  59? 1 9 6 l ,  p .  48? 1 9 6 7 , p .  ^ 9 i an d  1 9 7 5 . P» 51*
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T ab le  I I I  

W orld P o p u la t io n  Growth

A rea 1650 1750 1800 1850 1900 1950 I9 6 0

W orld 5^5 728 906 1 .1 7 1 1 ,6 0 8 2 .5 1 7 3 ,0 0 5
A f r ic a 100 95 90 95 120 222 278
N o rth

A m erica 1 1 6 26 81 166 199
L a t in  A m erica 12 11 19 33 63 163 213
A sia 327 ^75 597 7^1 915 1 ,3 8 1 1 ,6 6 0
E urope 103 1M 192 27^ 1*23 572 639
O cean ia 2 2 2 2 6 13 16

S ource*  I r e n e  B, T a e u b e r , "The P o p u la t io n  D ilem m a," P o p u la t io n  Grow th and  th e  
Complex S o c ie ty . H e len  M acG ill H ughes, e d . ,  (B oston*  A lly n  and B acon,
19725 , P . 11 .

i -p-o
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T ab le  IV 

I d e a l  F am ily  S iz e

1953 1957 1959 1968 197^

1 C h ild 1% 1% (1  to  3 c h i l d . (1  to  3 c h i l d . 2%
2 C h i ld re n 28% 18% 55%) 59%) k6%

3 38% yv% 22%
4 29% 27% (*f o r  more (4  o r  more 1*V%
5 7% 6% *5*> bl%) 2%
6 " 5% 3%

S o u rc e i D r. G eorge H. G a llu p , The G a llu p  P o l l - P u b l i c  O p in io n  1 9 3 5 -1 9 7 1 . (New Y orki 
Random H ouse, 1 9 7 2 ) , p p . 1 W ,  2168, 2289 , an d  1974 .
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Table V
P r e f e r r e d  Number o f  C h i ld r e n  o f  C o u p le s  in  D e t r o i t  

by E d u c a tio n  o f  W ife , (1 9 5 5 )

P r e f e r r e d  Number 
o f  C h i ld r e n

Y e a rs  o f  
o f  W ife

E d u c a tio n

G rade S c h o o l H igh  S c h o o l C o lle g e

None 5* 2* 0*
One 1* 1* 1*
Two 19* 25* 22*
T h ree 18* 26* 37*
F o u r 39* 35* 29*
F iv e 5* 5* 8*
S ix  o r  More 13* 7* 2*
Number o f  F a m i l ie s  

fro m  e a c h  G roup 149 393 65

S o u rc e s  R o b e r t  0 .  B lood  and  D onald  M, W o lfe , H usbands an d  
W iv es . (New Yorks The F re e  P r e s s ,  i 9 6 0 ) ,  p . 1 2 2 ,
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Table VI
A verage  Number o f  C h i ld r e n  S x p e c te d  an d  W anted by  M a rr ie d  

Women, by  W if e 's  E d u c a tio n  a n d  F a m ily  Incom e, 1965

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c E x p e c te d W anted D i f f e r e n c e  (E-W)

A l l  W ives i n  S tu d y 3 .4 2 .7 0 .7
W ife *8 E d u c a t io n

C o l le g e  4 3 .0 2 .7 0 .3
C o l le g e  1 -3 2 .9 2 .6 0 .3
H igh  S c h p o l 4 3 .1 2 .6 0 .5
H lgh  S c h o o l 1 -3 3 .6 2 .8 0 .8
L e ss 4 .5 3 .2 1 .3

F a m ily  Incom e
$15*000 o r  m ore 3 .0 2 .6 0 .4
$10*000-! 514,999 3 .0 2 .6 0 .4
$ 8 ,0 0 0 -! 9*999 3 .3 2 .8 0 .5
$  7*000-! 7 ,9 9 9 3 .3 2 .7 0 .6
$ 6 ,0 0 0 - ! 6 ,9 9 9 3 .4 2 .7 0 .7
$ 5 ,0 0 0 -! 5 ,9 9 9 3 .5 2 .8 0 .7
$ 1**000-2 4 ,9 9 9 3 .7 2 .8 0 .9
$  3 ,000-2 3 .9 9 9 4 .1 2 .8 1 .3
U nder $3*000 .4 .6 2 .9 1 .7

S o u rc e i  L e s l i e  A. W e s to ff  a n d  C a r le s  F . W e s to f f .  From Now
t o  Z e r o . ( B o s to n t L i t t l e ,  Brown an d  Company, 1971*) 
P . 2 3 1 .
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Table VII
A v erag e  Number o f  C h i ld r e n  E v e r  B orn  P e r  Women, Aged 45 a n d  
O v e r, Who Had E v e r  Been H a r r i e d ,  by  H usbands O c c u p a t io n , 1964

O c c u p a tio n  o f  H usband A v erag e  num ber o f  C h i ld r e n

T o ta l  P o p u la t io n 2 .5
1 . P r o f e s s i o n a l ,  t e c h n i c a l  and  

k in d r e d  w o rk e rs
2 .1

2 . M a n a g e rs , o f f i c i a l s  a n d  p r o 
p r i e t o r s ,  e x c lu d in g  fa rm

2 .2

3 . C l e r i c a l  a n d  k in d r e d  w o rk e rs 2 .0
4 . S a l e s  w o rk e rs 1 .9
5 . C ra f ts m e n , fo re m a n , a n d  k i n 

d r e d  w o rk e rs
2 .5

6 . O p e r a t iv e  a n d  k in d r e d  w o rk e rs 2 .6

7 . S e r v ic e  w o r k e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  in  
p r i v a t e  h o u s e h o ld

2 .4

8 . L a b o r e r s ,  e x c e p t  fa rm  a n d  m in e 3 .0
9 . F a rm e rs  a n d  fa rm  m an a g e rs 3 .5

S o u rc e t  S t a t i s t i c a l  A b s t r a c t s  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  1 9 6 7 .
(W a sh in g to n , D .C ,i  G overnm en t P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  
1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  5 2 .

Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout permission.



*5

Table VIII
C h i ld b e a r in g  P r e f e r e n c e s *  P e r fo rm a n c e , E x p e c ta t io n s  D is 

c r e p a n c i e s ,  by  W if e 's  C h u rch  P r e f e r e n c e

C a th o l i c P r o t . J e w is h G reek  O r th ,

A. P r e f e r r e d  No* o f  C h i ld . 3 .6 3 3 .18 3 .13 3 .31
B, Number b o m  to  d a te 2 .1 7 2 .01 1 .6 5 1 .4 4
c . E x p e c te d  num ber 2 .79 2 .66 1 .2 7 1 .4 0
D. D is c re p a n c y 7* 10* 5* 12*

S u r p lu s
No d i s c r e p a n c y

44 36 20 19

D e f ic ie n c y 49 55 75 69
T o ta l 100 101 100 100
M inimun n o . o f  f a m i l i e s 251 311 20 16

S o u rc e i  R o b e r t  0 ,  B lo o d  a n d  D onald  M. W o lfe , H u sb an d s and  W iv es . 
(New York* The F re e  P r e s s ,  i 9 6 0 ) ,  p .  13o*
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Table IX
A verage  Number o f  C h i ld r e n  P e r  Women, Aged 45 an d  O ver, 

Who Had E v e r  Been M a r r ie d ,  by  R e l ig io u s  A f f i l i a t i o n

R e l ig io n A verage  Number o f  C h i ld r e n

T o ta l  P o p u la t io n 2 ,8
Roman C a th o l i c 3 .1
P r o t e s t a n t 2 .8
J e w is h 2 .2
O th e r ,  n o n e , an d  n o t  r e p o r t e d 2 .7

S o u rc e i S t a t i s t i c a l  A b s t r a c t  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s . 196 1 .
(W a sh in g to n , D .C .*  G overnm ent P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,
1 9 6 1 ) , p .  53
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T a b le  X

Q u e s tio n  Used to  R a te  R e l ig io u s  Im p o rta n c e !  A t th e  p r e s e n t  t im e ,  do you  th in k  
r e l i g i o n  a s  a  w hole i s  i n c r e a s in g  o r  d e c r e a s in g  i t s  in f lu e n c e  on A m erioan l i f e -  
o r  l o s i n g  i t s  in f lu e n c e ?

1957 1962 1965 1967 *969 1970

I n c r e a s in g 69* 45* 33* 23* 14* 14*

L o s in g 14* 31* 45* 57* 70* 75*

A bout th e  same 10* 17* 13* 14* 11* 7*

U n c e r ta in 7* mm - - - -

No o p in io n - 7* 9* 6* 5* 4*

S o u rc e i D r. G eorge H. G a llu p , The G a l lu p P o l l - P u b l i c  O p in io n . 1 9 3 5 -1 9 7 1 .
(New Y orki Random H ouse, 1 9 7 2 ) , p p . 1482 , 1763 . 193^* 2198, and  2240.
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T ab le  XI

A verage Number o f  C h i ld re n  E x p ec te d  and W anted by W hite C a th o l ic  (C) and  Non- 
C a th o l ic  (NC) M a rr ie d  Womeni 1965

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  Number E x p ec ted  Number W anted

A ll  women in  s tu d y
____V

3 .8 3 .0
1 U-I1U J 

0 .8
v______

3 .2
n u

2 .5
------ lv*.?WW

0 .7
Age

U nder 25 3 .5 2 .9 0 .6 3 .1 2 .5 0 .6
25-3* 4 .1 3 .1 1 .0 3 .4 2 .6 0 .8
35-44 3 .7 3 .0 0 .7 3 .1 2 .5 0 .6

E d u c a tio n
C o lle g e  4 o r  more 4 .6 2 .7 1 .9 4 .0 2 .5 1 .5
C o lle g e  1 -3 3 .3 2 .8 0 .5 3 .0 2 .4 0 .6
High S ch o o l 4 3 .7 2 .8 0 .9 3 .1 2 .4 0 .7
H igh S ch o o l 1 -3 3 .7 3 .4 0 .3 3 .0 2 .7 0 .3
Lea 8 4 .5 3 .9 0 .6 3 .8 3 .0 0 .8

S o u rc e 1 L e s l i e  A, W e s to ff  and C h a r le s  F . W e s to f f , From Now to  Z e ro . (B o sto n  1 
L i t t l e ,  Brown, and  Company, 1971)» p .  228 ,

£



T a b le  X II 

Common C o n t r a c e p t iv e  M ethods

^9

M ethod E f f e c t i v e n e s s  A d v a n ta g e s  D is a d v a n ta g e s

C o i tu s  I n t e r r u p -  
t u s V a r ia b le

N u is a n c e , g r e a t  
p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
s t r a i n  to  m ale  
p a r t n e r

Condom 9 8 #  when u se d  
a l o n e .  B e t t e r  
when u se d  in  
c o n d u c t io n  
w i th  sp e rm 
i c i d a l  j e l l y  
o r  v a g in a l  
foam

O nly  u s e d  
when n e e d 
e d .  E asy  
to  u se .N o  
p h y s i o l o g 
i c a l  e f f e c t  
F r e e l y  a v 
a i l a b l e

N u isa n c e

D iaphragm 9 0 #  e f f e c t 
i v e .  More so  
when u se d  
w i th  a d e q u 
a t e  am ount 
o f  s p e r m ic i 
d a l  j e l l y

O nly u s e d  
when n e e d 
e d .  No p h y 
s i o l o g i c a l  
e f f e c t .

R e q u ir e s  c a r e  
an d  p r e p a r a t i o n .  
M ust be f i t t e d  
by q u a l i f i e d  
m e d ic a l  p e r s o n 
n e l .

IUD 98# O n e -tim e  
d e c i s i o n .  
No s y s te m 
i c  p h y s i o 
l o g i c a l  
e f f e c t .
No p r e p a r 
a t i o n .

Some women have  
h e av y  p e r i o d s  
an d  c ra m p s .
M ust be i n s e r t e d  
by q u a l i f i e d  
p e r s o n n e l .  C an n o t 
b e  u se d  by e v e r y 
b o d y .

O ra l  C o n t r a -  
c e p t i v e s -  
(T he P i l l )

1 0 0 #  when 
ta k e n  a s  
p r e s c r i b e d

No p r e p a r 
a t i o n

I n c r e a s e s  f r e 
qu en cy  o f  th ro m 
b o e m b o lic  d i s e a s e  
L o n g -te rm  p h y s io 
l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s  
unknow n. W eigh t 
g a in ,  m o rn in g  
s i c k n e s s  d u r in g  
e a r l y  u s a g e .

V a g in a l  Foam N ot v e ry  
e f f e c t i v e

O nly  u se d  
when n e e d 
e d .  F r e e l y  
a v a i l a b l e .

M ust be a p p l i e d  
b e f o r e  s e x u a l  
i n t e r c o u r s e .

S ource*  S uzanne  L o b e l ,  C o n t r a c e p t i o n . C o n c e p t io n .  A New 
L ook , ( S t .  L ou is*  M c -G ra w -H ill, 1 9 7 * 0 , p .  1 0 .
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