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C H A P T E R  I

IN T R O D U C T IO N

D u r in g  th e  p a s t f iv e  y e a rs  w o m e n  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes  have  

once  a g a in  ta k e n  to  th e  pen , th e  p o d iu m , and th e  s t r e e t  to  dem and  a 

c r i t i c a l  lo o k  a t t h e i r  p o s it io n  w ith in  A m e r ic a n  s o c ie ty ,  and to  dem and  

the  changes w h ic h  tixey fe e l a re  n e c e s s a ry  to  b r in g  th e m  to  f u l l  

e q u a li ty .  T h is  dem and  f o r  e q u a lity  is  n o t new , n o r  is  i t  c o n fin e d  to  

th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , o r  even  to  the  w e s te rn  in d u s t r ia l ly -d e v e lo p e d  

n a t io n s . In  th e  n o n -w e s te rn  w o r ld  to o , w o m en  have  c h a lle n g e d  th e ir  

s ta tu s  w ith in  s o c ie ty .  In  m a n y  n a tio n s  th e  v o ic e s  have  been  th o s e  o f 

a fe w  w e ll-e d u c a te d  w o m e n  a tte m p tin g  to  w r e s t  c i v i l  r ig h ts  f r o m  

m a le -d o m in a te d  g o v e rn m e n ts  w h ic h , in  som e  in s ta n c e s ,  do n o t even  

a l lo w  th e m  to  ow n p r o p e r ty .  In  o th e r  n a tio n s  th e  v o ic e s  a re  th o s e  o f 

w o m e n  w ho fo u g h t to  p re s e rv e  t h e ir  n a t io n s , o n ly  to  f in d  th e m s e lv e s  

b a c k  in  t r a d i t io n a l  p o s it io n s  once th e  d a n g e r had p a s s e d . T he  

A lg e r ia n  w o m e n , w ho  p la n te d  b o m b s  and s m u g g le d  w eapons u n d e r 

t h e i r  s k i r t s  in  th e  s t ru g g le  a g a in s t F re n c h  c o lo n ia l is m ,  and the  

Y u g o s la v  w o m e n  w h o  fo u g h t w ith  th e  p a r t is a n s  a re  e x c e lle n t  e x a m p le s . 

S tra n g e s t o f a l l  a re  th e  v o ic e s  ra is e d  b y  w o m e n  w h o  have  e x p e r ie n c e d  

e q u a li ty  in  a t r a d i t io n a l  c u ltu re ,  b u t w ho  f in d  th a t  p o s it io n  e ro d e d

1
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a f te r  e x p o s u re  to  th e  w e s t. B o s e ru p *  d e s c r ib e s  an u p r is in g  o f 

N ig e r ia n  w o m e n  in  1959 in  w h ic h  2 ,0 0 0  w o m e n  m a rc h e d  to  a 

n e ig h b o r in g  to w n  w h e re  th e y  o c c u p ie d  and se t f i r e  to  the  m a rk e t  to  

p ro te s t  the  lo s s  o f  t h e ir  la n d  to  m a le  fa r m e r s .

A n  in q u ir y  in to  th e  s ta tu s  o f w o m e n  in  n o n -w e s te rn  c u ltu re s  

p re s e n ts  a n u m b e r o f q u e s tio n s . How does change in  the s ta tu s  o f 

w o m e n  o c c u r  ? W hat fa c to rs  c o n t r ib u te  to  th e  change?  A r e  th e re  

s im i la r i t ie s  b e tw e en  w e s te rn  and n o n -w e s te rn  c u ltu re s  in  th is  r e s 

p e c t?  Is  in d u s t r ia l iz a t io n  a n e c e s s a ry  p r e - c o n d it io n  f o r  change?

A n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  spend a y e a r  te a c h in g  in  T a iw a n  and a subse quen t 

t r i p  d e vo te d  e n t i r e ly  to  o b s e rv in g  and in te r v ie w in g  A s ia n  w o m en  

a llo w e d  m e  to  se e k  a n s w e rs  to  som e  o f th e s e  q u e s tio n s .

T a iw a n  is  an e x c e lle n t  c o u n try  to  o b s e rv e  b eca use  o f i t s  r e la 

t iv e ly  s m a ll  s iz e  and the  a c c e s s ib i l i t y  to  w o m e n  o f a l l  e d u c a tio n a l 

and in c o m e  le v e ls .  In d u s t r ia l iz a t io n  is  f a i r l y  re c e n t,  h o w e v e r , and 

th e  f u l l  im p a c t has been  f e l t  o n ly  w i th in  the la s t  10 to  15 y e a rs .

F o r  th is  re a s o n , I w i l l  m a k e  c o m p a r is o n s  b e tw e e n  T a iw a n  and Japa n , 

a n e ig h b o r in g  is la n d  n a tio n  w h ic h  has b e e n  f u l l y  in d u s t r ia l iz e d  f o r  

50 y e a rs .

T h e re  a re  s e v e ra l o th e r  good re a s o n s  f o r  c o m p a r in g  th e s e

^ B o s e ru p , E s te r ,  W o m e n 's  R o le  in  E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t. 
L o n d o n : G e o rg e  A l le n  and U n w in  L t d . , 1970. P . 65.
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tw o  s o c ie t ie s .  In  a d d it io n  to  b e in g  th e  tw o  m o s t in d u s t r ia l iz e d  

n a tio n s  in  A s ia ,  b o th  have  had  e x te n s iv e  and p ro lo n g e d  e x p o s u re  

to  w e s te rn  c u ltu re ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  to  th e  c u ltu re  o f the  U n ite d  S ta te s . 

B o th  have  hom ogeneous p o p u la tio n s  and h ig h  p o p u la tio n  d e n s ity .

B o th  a re  is la n d  n a tio n s  and p r io r  to  th e  m o d e rn iz in g  p e r io d  w e re  

is o la te d  to  som e  d e g re e  f r o m  o u ts id e  in f lu e n c e , a lth o u g h  T a iw a n  

w a s  le s s  s u c c e s s fu l th a n  Japa n  in  th is  e n d e a v o r.

In  a d d it io n  to  the  s im i la r i t ie s  a lre a d y  m e n tio n e d , T a iw a n , 

w h ic h  w a s  a c o lo n y  o f Ja p a n  f r o m  1895 to  1945, began  the  m o d e r n iz 

in g  p ro c e s s  u n d e r  Japa nese  c o lo n ia l in f lu e n c e . Japanese  in f lu e n c e  

is  s t i l l  c o n s id e ra b le  d e s p ite  th e  e f fo r ts  o f th e  K u o m in ta n g  to  e l im 

in a te  Japa nese  " c o n ta m in a t io n "  o f C h in e s e  c u ltu re .

In  b o th  T a iw a n  and Japa n  th e  v o ic e s  o f w o m en  have be e n  ra is e d ,  

a lb e it  v e r y  s o f t ly .  In  th e s e  tw o  s o c ie t ie s  i t  is  th e  educa ted  u p p e r -  

c la s s  w o m e n  w ho have  aske d  th e  q u e s tio n s  and dem anded th e  chan ges . 

I t  is  t h e i r  lo w e r  c la s s , u n e d u ca te d  s is te r s  w ho have c o n tr ib u te d  to  

th e  changes b y  le a v in g  th e  h om e  to  w o rk  in  th e  m in e s  and th e  m i l l s .

M a n y  s tu d e n ts  o f t r a d i t io n a l  c u ltu re s  have been  in c re a s in g ly  

in te re s te d  in  th e  changes w h ic h  o c c u r  in  fa m i ly  and k in s h ip  r e la t io n 

s h ip s  as th e s e  c u ltu re s  a re  im p a c te d  b y  w e s te rn  in f lu e n c e s  and th e  

p re s s u re s  o f in d u s t r ia l iz a t io n .  T y p o lo g ie s  have been  d e ve lo p e d  in  

a l l  th e  s o c ia l s c ie n c e s  c a te g o r iz in g  s o c ie t ie s  in  an a tte m p t to  

b e t te r  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  change . Som e o f th e  p o p u la r
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c r i t e r ia  a re  e x te n t o f u rb a n iz a t io n ,  ty p e  o f e co n o m y , s y s te m  o f 

g o v e rn m e n t, c la s s  s t ru c tu r e ,  and f a m i ly  ty p e . R e c e n tly , h o w e v e r, 

s o c ia l s c ie n t is ts  a re  ta k in g  a second lo o k  a t th e  u s e fu ln e s s  o f 

c a te g o r iz in g  s o c ie t ie s  in to  ty p e s . In s te a d  o f a t te m p t in g  to  c la s s ify  

c u ltu re s ,  th e y  a re  o b s e rv in g  th e  a c c o m m o d a tio n s  t r a d it io n a l 

c u ltu re s  m a ke  w i th  in d u s t r ia l iz a t io n  and w e s te rn iz a t io n .  R a ndo lph  

and R a ndo lph^  have  noted th a t th e  c a s te  s y s te m  in  In d ia  has no t 

been  e lim in a te d  in  s p ite  o f e x te n s iv e  e f fo r ts  b y  th e  g o v e rn m e n t. In  

fa c t,  ca„ te s  have  ta k e n  on new  fu n c t io n s  as p o l i t ic a l  p re s s u re  g ro u p s  

m u c h  l ik e  e th n ic  g ro u p s  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s . O th e r  s o c ia l s c ie n t is ts  

a re  s tu d y in g  th e  im p a c t  o f m o d e rn iz a t io n  on the  in d iv id u a l.  How 

p eo p le  cope w ith  in s t i tu t io n a l changes and s h i f ts  in  v a lu e  s y s te m s  

is  im p o r ta n t  to  a n y  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f e ve n ts  o c c u r r in g  in  the  n o n 

w e s te rn  w o r ld .

In  o b s e rv in g  th e  p o s it io n  o f w o m e n  in  T a iw a n  and Japan to d a y ,

I  expe c t to  f in d  s ig n if ic a n t  changes b e ca u se  o f e x te n s iv e  in d u s t r ia l 

iz a t io n  and e x p o s u re  to  w e s te rn  c u ltu re .  H o w e v e r, I  a ls o  e x p e c t to  

f in d  re m n a n ts  o f t r a d i t io n a l  r o le  e x p e c ta t io n s  in  o r ig in a l  fo rm  o r  in  

m o d if ie d  fo r m .  In d u s t r ia l iz a t io n  a p p e a rs  to  p ro d u c e  c e r ta in  changes 

in  the  s ta tu s  o f w o m e n  w ith in  th e  fa m i ly  and s o c ie ty  no m a t te r  w h a t

^■Tachau, F r a n k  ( e d . ), T he  D e v e lo p in g  N a tio n s : W hat P a th  to  
M o d e rn iz a t io n ?  N ew  Y o rk :  D odd, M ead  & C o m p a n y , In c . ,  1972.
P . 49.
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c u l tu r e  is  in v o lv e d  and th e s e  w i l l  be n o te d . B u t, w h a t is  o f p a r t ic u la r  

in te r e s t  to  m e  a re  th e  m o re  s p e c if ic  a d a p ta tio n s  and a c c o m m o d a tio n s  

in  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  p o s it io n  o f w o m e n  w i th in  Japanese  and T a iw a n e se  

s o c ie ty .  B e ca u se  T a iw a n  and Japan  have  e x p e rie n c e d  d is s im i la r  

c u l tu r a l  t r a d i t io n s ,  h is to r ie s ,  and le v e ls  o f in d u s t r ia l iz a t io n ,  I w o u ld  

e x p e c t s o m e  o f th e s e  a c c o m m o d a tio n s  to  be  u n iq u e  to  each  c u ltu re .

I  w o u ld  a ls o  e x p e c t, h o w e v e r, to  f in d  n u m e ro u s  s im i la r i t ie s .

M e th o d o lo g y

T o  fa c i l i t a te  th is  in q u ir y ,  i t  is  n e c e s s a ry  to  d e s c r ib e  b r ie f ly  

th e  t r a d i t io n a l  s ta tu s  o f w o m e n  in  T a iw a n  and Ja p a n . H o w e ve r, 

b e c a u s e  I  a m  m o s t in te re s te d  in  change, I  w i l l  c ' i c e n t r a t e  on the 

c u r r e n t  s ta tu s  o f w o m e n  in  b o th  s o c ie t ie s  and w i l l  t r a c e  th e  p a t te rn  

o f change b e g in n in g  w ith  w e s te rn  c o n ta c t and in d u s t r ia l iz a t io n .

F u l ly  r e a l iz in g  th a t change is  a c o n tin u o u s  p ro c e s s ,  I  have  s e le c te d  

th e  M e i i i  R e s to ra t io n  and th e  c o lo n iz a t io n  o f T a iw a n  b y  Japan  as 

s ig n if ic a n t  e ve n ts  le a d in g  to  th e  in d u s t r ia l iz a t io n  and w e s te rn iz a t io n  

o f b o th  s o c ie t ie s .

A lth o u g h  th is  s tu d y  is  in te n d e d  as a d e s c r ip t io n  o f th e  c u r re n t  

s ta tu s  o f  w o m e n  in  T a iw a n  and Japan , an  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th a t 

p o s it io n  and th e  e ve n ts  le a d in g  to  th e  c u r r e n t  s ta te  o f a f fa ir s  re q u ire s  

an h is t o r ic a l  p e rs p e c t iv e .  T h e re fo re ,  I  in te n d  to  u t i l iz e  Japanese , 

C h in e s e , and  w e s te rn  h is to r ic a l  a n a ly s e s  o f  th e  19 th  and e a r ly  20 th
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.c e n tu r ie s  in  b o th  s o c ie t ie s .

F o r  a d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  c u r re n t  s ta tu s  o f w o m e n , I  w i l l  r e ly  

upo n  a n u m b e r  o f s tu d ie s  done b y  A m e r ic a n  and A s ia n  s o c ia l 

s c ie n t is ts  as w e l l  as a g g re g a te  da ta  f r o m  th e  s ta t is t ic a l  y e a rb o o k s  

p u b lis h e d  in  b o th  n a tio n s  and v a r io u s  U n ite d  N a tio n s  a g e n c ie s . In  

a d d it io n ,  I in te n d  to  d ra w  upon m y  ow n p e rs o n a l e x p e r ie n c e s  in  

T a iw a n  as w e l l  as th e  da ta  a c q u ire d  th ro u g h  in te r v ie w s  o f  w o m en  

th e re .  B e ca u se  th e se  w o m en  w e re  n o t s e le c te d  ra n d o m ly  and 

b e c a u s e  o f th e  s m a ll n u m b e r (36 ), t h e ir  re s p o n s e s  w i l l  be t re a te d  

as ca se  s tu d ie s  to  a m p li fy  and e x p la in  d a ta  ta k e n  f r o m  o th e r  s o u rc e s .

I  co n d u c te d  th e  in te r v ie w s  in  M a y , 1975 in  T a ip e i and a n e a rb y  

v i l la g e .  S in ce  I  speak  o n ly  M a n d a r in ,  I  used  T a iw a n e s e  and 

M a n d a r in -s p e a k in g  w o m e n  as t r a n s la to r s .  T h e s e  w o m e n  w e re  

re s id e n ts  o f th e  v i l la g e  o r  n e ig h b o rh o o d  in  w h ic h  th e  in te r v ie w s  

w e re  c o n d u c te d . T h e ir  p re s e n c e  h e lp e d  to  o v e rc o m e  th e  shyn e ss  o f 

m a n y  w o m e n  w h o  had n e v e r had c o n ta c t w i th  a w e s te r n e r .  I t  a ls o  

m a d e  th e  in te r v ie w s  v e r y  le n g th y  b eca use  m y  t r a n s la to r s  u t i l iz e d  

o u r  v is i t s  to  c a tc h  up on n e ig h b o rh o o d  g o s s ip . In  a fe w  in s ta n c e s  

th e  in te r v ie w s  w e re  conducted  in  E n g lis h  w ith  no  t r a n s la to r  p re s e n t.

I  a tte m p te d  to  in te r v ie w  a c ro s s  s e c t io n  o f  w o m e n  c la s s if ie d  

b y  age , le v e l o f e d u c a tio n , m a r i t a l  s ta tu s  and e m p lo y m e n t.  (See 

T a b le  1 .1 )  I  e x p e rie n c e d  p a r t ic u la r  d i f f ic u l t y  re a c h in g  o ld e r  

w o m e n  w h o  w e re  sh y  about ta lk in g  w ith  m e  even w h e n  th e y  w e re  w e l l
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a c q u a in te d  w i th  m y  t r a n s la to r .  In  m o s t ca s e s  th e y  w o u ld  d e fe r  to  

th e  y o u n g e r  w o m e n  in  th e  h o u s e h o ld , c la im in g  th e y  had no e d u c a tio n  

o r  th a t  th e y  d id n 't  know  a n y th in g .

T A B L E  1 .1 .  -  -W o m e n  in te rv ie w e d  b y  a ge , m a r i t a l  s ta tu s , e m p lo y 
m e n t and e d u c a tio n

A ge N o.
M a r i t a l

S ta tus N o. E m p lo y m e n t N o. E d u c a tio n N o.

2 0 -2 5 15 M a r r ie d 16 H o u s e w ife  o r 0 2
2 6 -3 0 12 S in g le 19 fa m i ly  e m p lo y e e 15 1 -6 3
3 1 -4 0 5 W ido w ed 1 S tuden t 7 7 -9 4
O v e r 40 4 E m p lo y e d  o u ts id e 10-12 10

th e  h o m e 14 U n iv e r s ity
o r  c o lle g e 17

T o ta l 36 36 36 36

A n  in te r v ie w  sched u le  w as u s e d , b u t  I  d id  n o t c o n fin e  m y s e lf  to  

o n ly  th o s e  q u e s tio n s  i f  a w o m a n  e x p re s s e d  in te r e s t  in  re v e a lin g  m o re  

in fo r m a t io n  o r  had  a p a r t ic u la r ly  in te r e s t in g  b a c k g ro u n d . M a n y  o f 

th e  h o u s e h o ld s  w h ic h  w e v is i te d  re p re s e n te d  ex tended  fa m il ie s  o f  

v a r io u s  ty p e s .  In  th o s e  cases i t  w a s  im p o s s ib le  to  q u e s tio n  th e  

w o m e n  a lo n e . F re q u e n t ly  a l l  o f th e  w o m e n  in  th e  h o u seho ld  c h im e d  

in  w i th  t h e i r  o p in io n s  and a l iv c - ly  d is c u s s io n  ensued.

F in a l ly ,  th is  p a p e r a ssu m e s  th a t  th e  s ta tu s  o f  w o m en  is  a l te re d  

b y  in d u s t r ia l iz a t io n ,  b u t m o d e rn iz a t io n  and d e v e lo p m e n t in c lu d e  m u c h  

m o re .  T he  e f fo r t  o f s o c ia l s c ie n t is ts  to  d e fin e  e x a c t ly  w h a t is  m e a n t 

b y  th e  t e r m  m o d e rn iz a t io n  c o n tin u e s . H o w e v e r, because  th is  s tu d y
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is  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  w o m e n , I  in te n d  to  s e le c t f r o m  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  o n ly  

th o s e  a s p e c ts  o f m o d e rn iz a t io n  w h ic h  a p p e a r to  h a ve  a d i r e c t  

in f lu e n c e  on w o m e n 's  r o le s .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  m o s t o f th e  e f fo r ts  to  

da te  have n o t b e e n  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  w o m en  p e r  se , fo c u s in g  in s te a d  

on changes in  f a m i ly  s t r u c tu r e  and to  som e e x te n t on  s o c ia liz a t io n .  

H o p e fu lly  th is  w i l l  in  so m e  m e a s u re  d ra w  a t te n t io n  to  th e  a ffe c ts  o f 

th e  m o d e rn iz a t io n  p ro c e s s  on th e  l iv e s  o f w o m e n  in  T a iw a n  and 

J apan.
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CHAPTER I I  

R E VIEW  OF L IT E R A T U R E

M any re s e a rch e rs  have in ves tiga ted  the a ffec ts  o f m o d e rn i

za tion  on n o n -w e i'te rn  cu ltu re s . T h is  chap ter inc ludes a re v ie w  

o f e m p ir ic a l s tud ies re la te d  to w om en 's  ro le s  and in d iv id u a l 

m o d e rn ity . H is to r ic a l m a te r ia l w i l l  be u t il iz e d  in  the chap te rs  

on Taiwan and Japan to  p rov id e  background fo r  exp la in ing  the 

changes w h ich  have o ccu rred .

L ite ra tu re  on Japan

S u rv e y -re s e a rc h  techniques in  Japan equal o r su rpass those 

in  the United States. Since the M e ij i R e s to ra tio n , the Japanese 

have acqu ired  thorough dem ograph ic data and the Japanese popu

la tio n  is  w e ll accustom ed to su rvey  and p o llin g  techn iques. The 

Japanese governm ent sponsors and supports  f in a n c ia lly  extens ive  

surveys on e ve ry  im ag inab le  to p ic  and th e re  is  a w ea lth  o f data 

on the sta tus of women.

Two recen t su rveys  have supp lied  m uch of the data fo r  th is  

p ro je c t. One, conducted in  1973 by the C ounc il fo r  the S urvey of 

P rob lem s Concerned w ith  Women, re p o r ts  on m a rr ia g e , fa m ily

9
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and home, occupation, and c iv ic  a c t iv ity  and rec re a tion .'* ’ The

second was conducted by the F r im e  M in is te r 's  O ffice  in  1973 and

2
is  e n title d  Survey on W omen's Consciousness. Th is  study

inc ludes in te re s t in  p o lit ic a l a ffa irs , invo lvem en t in  c iv ic  a c t iv ity ,

se lec tion  o f m a rr ia g e  p a rtn e rs , husbands' cooperation in  housew ork,

and use o f spare  tim e . The M in is try  o f Lab o r, Women and M in o rs

Bureau a lso  pub lishes an annual re p o r t,  C ondition o f W omen, w hich

contains m uch va luab le  in fo rm a tio n .

In ad d itio n  to  governm ent data and fin a n c ia l support, the

Japanese and A m e ric a n  soc ia l s c ie n tis ts  have access to  the genera l

popula tion and the advantages of th ir ty  yea rs  o f accum ulated data so

that lo n g itu d in a l s tud ies can be done in  Japan. An exce llen t su rvey 

3by Jones of the 1972 e lec tion  re p o rts  vo ting  p ra c tic e s  and a ttitu des  

of fem a le  vo te rs  in  Japan. A lthough he found continued am biva lence 

in  w om en 's  p o lit ic a l a c tiv is m , a com parison  w ith  a 1965 su rvey  

in d ica tes  an "o v e ra ll g re a te r p o l it ic a l consciousness in  women 

v o te rs . "

ln P o ll o f Japanese Women Reveals Changes w ith  an U n d e r
c u rre n t o f T ra d it io n . "  Japan R e p o rt, V o l XX , No. 16 (August 16, 
1974), 1-3.

^ ib id .
3
Jones, H. J . ,  "Japanese W omen in  the P o lit ic s  o f the Seven

ties . "  A s ian  Survey, V o l. X V , No. 8 (August 1975), 703-723.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



11

Because of the c u rre n t in te re s t in  values and an id e n tity  

c r is is  in  Japan, there  is  a lso  m uch li te ra tu re  on the e ffe c ts  o f 

w e s te rn iz a tio n  on Japanese va lues. An ana lys is  e n tit le d , "D o the 

Japanese R e a lly  Have a G enera tion  Gap, " by K r is h e r*  d e sc rib e s  a 

d isc rep ancy  in  a ttitudes he ld  by p re -W o rld  W ar I I  and p o s t-W o rld  

W ar II Japanese. K r is h e r  concludes tha t the re  is  som e gap in  cu s 

tom s, but tha t i t  is  not c r i t ic a l  because the bas ic  va lue s tru c tu re  

re m a in s  unchanged.

L ite ra tu re  on Taiwan

In com parison  to Japan data on Ta iw an is  lim ite d  and lo n g itu 

d in a l s tud ies non -e x is ten t. W este rn  so c ia l s c ie n tis ts  m us t have 

the p e rm is s io n  o f the governm ent to  conduct any extens ive  surveys  

and th is  n e ce ssa rily  r e s t r ic ts  content to  "p o l it ic a lly  sa fe " to p ic s . 

R e sea rche rs  a lso  are  ham pered by a la ck  o f access to  the popu la 

tio n . M ost s tud ies have been conducted w ith in  the co llege  com m un

ity  in  T a ip e i.

One of the best s tud ies on the sta tus o f m idd le  c lass  wom en, 

o
conducted by D iam ond in  1970-71, has avoided these p ro b le m s .

^ K r is h e r ,  B e rn a rd , "D o  the Japanese R e a lly  Have a G enera tion  
G ap?" P a c if ic  C om m un ity . V o l. V I, No. 4 (Ju ly 1975), 500-511.

^D iam ond, N orm a, "T he  M idd le  C lass F a m ily  M odel in  Ta iw an: 
W om an's P lace is  in  the Home. "  A s ia n  Survey, V o l. X I I ,  No. 9 
(Septem ber 1973), 853-872.
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D ia m o n d 's  a m p le  o f 220 w as d ra w n  ra n d o m ly  f r o m  h o u se h o ld  

r e g is t r a t io n s  o f s e v e ra l n e ig h b o rh o o d s  in  T a in a n  C ity .  A m o n g  

y o u n g e r  m id d le  c la s s  w o m en  she found  a g ro w in g  te n d e n c y  to w a rd  

is o la t io n  and a " r e t r e a t  in to  d o m e s t ic i ty .  "  M any w o m en  had l i t t l e  

c o n ta c t w ith  fa m i ly  m e m b e rs  o r  n e ig h b o rs , and d id  no t b e lo n g  to  

c lu b s  o r  o th e r  a c t iv i t ie s .  In  s p ite  o f in c re a s e d  e d u c a tio n , fe w e r  

m id d le  c la s s  w om en a re  w o rk in g  b e fo re  o r  a f te r  m a r r ia g e  and t h e ir  

in te r e s t  is  c e n te re d  on hom e and th e  c h i ld re n .

A n o th e r  e x c e lle n t s tu d y  has been  cond uc te d  by  H uang* on sex 

r o le  s te re o ty p e s  and s e lf - c o n c e p ts .  H e r sa m p le  o f 233 w as ta k e n  

f r o m  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  c o n v e rs a t io n a l E n g lis h  c la s s e s  a t the  

T a ip e i Y . M . C .A .  in  th e  s u m m e r  o f 1970. R o s e n k ra n tz 's  in s t r u 

m e n t o f 122 b ip o la r  i te m s  w as ada p te d  and a d m in is te re d  to  T a iw a n 

ese  and A m e r ic a n  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  and a c o m p a r is o n  o f th e  tw o  

s a m p le s  w as m ade . She found  a d is p a r i t y  in  h e te ro s e x u a l u n d e r 

s ta n d in g  in  b o th  g ro u p s , b u t m o re  s e v e re ly  in  the  T a iw a n e s e  g ro u p . 

T he  g re a te s t  c o n tra s ts  a p p e a r in  th e  s e lf-c o n c e p ts  o f A m e r ic a n  and 

C h in e s e  fe m a le  s tu d e n ts , w ith  the  C h in e se  fe m a le s  e x h ib it in g  a v e ry  

p o o r  s e lf-c o n c e p t.

The  a re a  m o s t th o ro u g h ly  s tu d ie d  in  T a iw a n  w h ic h  re la te s  to

^H uang , J u r y  J e n , "S ex  R o le  S te re o ty p e s  and S e lf-C o n c e p ts  
A m o n g  A m e r ic a n  and C h in e se  S tu d e n ts . "  J o u rn a l o f C o m p a ra tiv e  
F a m ily  S tu d ie s , V o l.  I I ,  No. 2 (A u tu m n  1971), 2 1 2 -2 3 4 .
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th e  s ta tu s  o f w o m e n  is  fa m i ly  s iz e  p re fe re n c e  and a t t itu d e s  to w a rd  

b i r t h  c o n t ro l.  T he  g o v e rn m e n t has m ade  p o p u la tio n  d a ta  a v a ila b le  

to  f a m i ly  p la n n in g  s p e c ia l is ts  and has a llo w e d  e x te n s iv e  s u rv e y in g  

in  th is  f ie ld .  A lth o u g h  th e re  a re  m a n y  e x c e lle n t  s tu d ie s , th e  m o s t 

th o ro u g h  have  been  co n d u c te d  b y  the  U n iv e r s i t y  o f M ic h ig a n  P o p u la 

t io n  S tu d ie s  C e n te r  in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  T a iw a n  P r o v in c ia l  H e a lth  

D e p a r tm e n t ’ s C o m m it te e  on F a m ily  P la n n in g . T h e se  s tu d ie s  a re  

p u b lis h e d  r e g u la r ly  in  S tud ies  in  F a m ily  P la n n in g  and in d ic a te  an 

in c re a s in g  a c c e p ta n c e  o f fa m i ly  p la n n in g  as w e ll  as a d e c lin in g  

b i r t h  r a te  in  b o th  u rb a n  and r u r a l  T a iw a n .

In  T a iw a n  s o c ia l s c ie n c e  and th e  te c h n iq u e s  o f s u r v e y - r e -  

s e a rc h  a re  in  t h e i r  in fa n c y .  N a tio n a l T a iw a n  U n iv e r s i t y  does p u b 

l is h  a J o u rn a l o f S o c io lo g y  in  C h in e se . T o  d a te , m o s t o f the  

s a m p le s  a re  d ra w n  f r o m  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  a t the  u n iv e r s i t y  and 

in te r e s t  is  c e n te re d  on a tt itu d e s  to w a rd  fa m i ly  and m a r r ia g e  and 

fa m i ly  p la n n in g .

L i te r a tu r e  on In d iv id u a l M o d e rn ity  and Sex R o le s

S tud ies  in  p o l i t ic a l  and e c o n o m ic  m o d e rn iz a t io n  do no t fo cu s  

on th e  r o le  o f w o m e n  and a re  no t as u s e fu l in  a n a ly z in g  th e  ch a n g 

in g  s ta tu s  o f w o m e n  as th e  s o c io lo g ic a l e m p h a s is  on r o le  change and 

in d iv id u a l m o d e rn ity .  T h e re  a re  o n ly  a fe w  s tu d ie s  o f n o n -w e s te rn  

w o m e n , b u t in te r e s t  in  w o m e n  and th e  m o d e rn iz a t io n  p ro c e s s  is
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g ro w in g .  K o rs o n 's *  s tu d y  o f c a re e r  r e s t r a in ts  am ong  W est 

P a k is ta n  fe m a le  g ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  id e n t if ie s  th e  d i le m m a  fa ce d  b y

w o m e n  w ho  a c q u ire  m o re  e d u c a tio n  th a n  is  c u l t u r a l ly  a c c e p ta b le .

2
S c h n a ib e rg , in  a s tu d y  o f T u r k is h  w o m e n , a t te m p ts  to  e s ta b lis h  

a re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  a "w o m a n 's  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  a tta in m e n t and 

h e r  le v e ls  o f m o d e rn is m . "  He c o n c lu d e s  th a t e d u c a tio n a l and 

o c c u p a tio n a l o p p o r tu n it ie s  f o r  w om en  p ro m o te  d e v e lo p m e n t.

One o f th e  m o s t s ig n if ic a n t  s tu d ie s  in  in d iv id u a l m o d e rn ity  is  

a c o m p a ra t iv e  w o rk  b y  S m ith  and In k e le s .^  T h e y  have  co n c lu d e d , 

base d  on a s a m p le  o f 6 ,0 0 0  young m e n  in  s ix  n o n -w e s te rn  c o u n tr ie s  

th a t th e re  is  an " e m p ir ic a l ly  id e n t if ia b le  m o d e rn  m a n "  w ho e x h ib its  

c e r ta in  ty p e s  o f b e h a v io r  and h o ld s  c e r ta in  v a lu e s . The in f lu e n c e s  

w h ic h  c re a te  su ch  a m a n , a c c o rd in g  to  In k e le s ,  a re  e d u c a tio n  and 

w o rk  in  fa c to r ie s .  The  m o d e rn  m an  is  m o re  l i k e ly  to  jo in  v o lu n ta ry  

o rg a n iz a t io n s ,  be a w a re  o f p u b lic  is s u e s  and t a lk  p o l i t ic s  w ith  h is

^ K o rs o n , J .  H e n ry , " C a re e r  R e s tra in ts  A m o n g  W om en G ra d 
ua te  S tude n ts  in  A  D e v e lo p in g  S o c ie ty : W e s t P a k is ta n . "  J o u rn a l o f 
C o m p a ra tiv e  F a m ily  S tu d ie s , V o l.  I, N o . 1 (A u tu m n  1970), 8 2 -1 0 0 .

2
S c h n a ib e rg , A l la n ,  "T h e  M o d e rn iz in g  Im p a c t o f U rb a n iz a t io n : 

A  C a u s a l A n a ly s is .  "  A m e r ic a n  J o u rn a l o f S o c io lo g y  (O c to b e r  1971), 
8 0 -1 0 4 .

3
In k e le s , A le x ,  "M a k in g  M en  M o d e rn : On th e  C auses and C o n 

sequ ences  o f In d iv id u a l Change in  S ix  D e v e lo p in g  C o u n tr ie s .  "  
A m e r ic a n  J o u rn a l o f S o c io lo g y , V o l.  L ,  N o . 2 (S e p te m b e r 1 9 6 9 ), 
2 0 8 -2 2 5 .
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w ife . Inke les has noted than an in d iv id u a l's  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  the 

m ode rn iza tio n  process can lead to  a change in  a ttitu d e s , va lues, 

and behav io r.

P o rte s * has a lso  id e n tifie d  a m o d e rn ity  d im ens ion  in  h is  study 

o f Guatem ala. H is sam ple is  one of the few draw n fro m  urban and 

ru ra l areas w h ich  inc ludes  both m en and women. W h ile  m ost o f the 

in d iv id u a l m o d e rn ity  stud ies pos it a d ire c t c o r re la t io n  between num 

be rs  o f people e x h ib itin g  m odern a ttitudes and deve lopm ent, P o rtes  

suggests tha t the re la tio n s h ip  is  not a d ire c t one. He a lso  notes 

tha t tra d it io n a l c u ltu ra l a ttitudes  can p rom ote  acce le ra ted  econom ic 

g row th  w h ile  m o d e rn ity  can preven t deve lopm ent.

P re m a tu re  m o d e rn ity - in -u n d e rd e ve lo p m e n t, excessive  
a s p ira tio n s  and s e c u la r is m , and s o p h is tica tio n  be a rin g  no 
re la tio n s h ip  to  its  so c ia l and econom ic context m ay make 
o f the m ost W este rn ized  sec to rs  the m a in  obstac le  to  in i t ia l  
stages o f n a tio n a l developm ent. “

O
P o rtes  a lso  notes a "p ro found ly  e thnoce n tric  u n d e rcu rre n t in 

ch a ra c te r iz a tio n s  o f m odern men in  underdeveloped co u n trie s . "  His 

sta tem ent m ig h t be expanded to  inc lude a "s e x is t u n d e rc u rre n t"  in  

some of the deve lopm ent l i te ra tu re .  Studies based on m a le  o r

*P o rte s , A le ja n d ro , "The  F a c to r ia l S tru c tu re  o f M ode rn ity : 
E m p ir ic a l R e p lica tio n s  and a C r it iq u e . " A m e ric a n  Jo u rn a l of 
S ocio logy, V o l. LXEX, No. 1 (January 1972), 15-44.

2
P o rte s , lo c . c i t . , p. 36.

3
ib id .
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fe m a le  s a m p le s  w h ic h  id e n t ify  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f m o d e rn  m e n  o r  

w o m e n  as c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f m o d e rn  p e o p le  o v e r lo o k  h a l f  o f th e  

p o p u la tio n  in  d e v e lo p in g  n a tio n s  o r  m a ke  th e  a s s u m p tio n  th a t w h a t 

a p p lie s  to  one sex  a u to m a t ic a l ly  a p p lie s  to  the  o th e r .

Sex r o le  l i t e r a tu r e  is  a ls o  u s e fu l in  a c o n s id e ra t io n  o f th e  

c h a n g in g  s ta tu s  o f w o m en  in  n o n -w e s te rn  s o c ie t ie s .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  

l i t t l e  has been done c r o s s - c u l t u r a l ly .  L ip m a n -B lu m e n  and 

T ic k a m y e r *  su g g e s t th a t c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  s tu d ie s  w o u ld  e n a b le  s o c ia l 

s c ie n t is ts  to  id e n t ify  sex  r o le  p a t te rn s  w h ic h  " p e r s is t  a c ro s s  a l l  

c u ltu re s  v e rs u s  th o s e  th a t change t h e i r  c o n f ig u ra t io n  in  d i f fe r e n t  

c u l tu r a l  s e t t in g s .  "  Such s tu d ie s  w o u ld  a ls o  h e lp  to  su g g e s t w h y  sex

r o le s  d i f f e r  f r o m  c u ltu re  to  c u ltu re .

2
A s tu d y  b y  L ip m a n -B lu m e n  on r o le  change in  re s p o n s e  to  

c r is is  o f fe rs  a p o s s ib le  th e o r e t ic a l f ra m e w o rk  fo r  se x  r o le  re s e a rc h  

in  n o n -w e s te rn  c u ltu re s .  F o u r  s ta g e s  o f r o le  d e v e lo p m e n t a re  

id e n t if ie d :  u n d if fe re n t ia t io n ,  d i f fe r e n t ia t io n ,  d e - d i f fe r e n t ia t io n  and 

re c o n f ig u ra t io n .  P o s s ib le  a l te ra t io n s  in  ro le s  as a s y s te m  re s p o n s e  

to  c r is is  a re  e x p lo re d . She th e n  a p p lie s  th is  f ra m e w o rk  to  o c c u p a 

* L ip m a n -B lu m e n ,  Je a n , T ic k a m y e r ,  A nn , "S e x  R o le s  in  
T r a n s i t io n :  A  T e n -Y e a r  P e rs p e c t iv e .  "  A n n u a l R e v ie w  o f S o c io lo g y , 
V o l.  I ,  in  p re s s ,  i - 5 7 .

o
L ip m a n -B lu m e n ,  Je a n , "R o le  D e -D if fe r e n t ia t io n  as a S ys tem  

R e sp o n se  to  C r is is .  "  S o c io lo g ic a l In q u ir y ,  V o l.  43, N o . 2 , 1 0 5 -1 2 9 .
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t io n a l  r o le s  w h ic h  w e re  re s e rv e d  f o r  m e n  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes  d u r 

in g  and  im m e d ia te ly  a f te r  W o r ld  W a r I I .  She a ls o  c o n s id e rs  fe m a le  

p o l i t ic a l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  G re a t B r i t a in  f r o m  1918 to  1955 and 

J a p a n e se  fe m a le  p o l i t ic a l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  f r o m  1946 to  1954, n o t in g  

an in c re a s e  in  fe m a le  le g is la to r s  d u r in g  t im e s  o f c r is is  and a 

d e c lin e  d u r in g  th e  r e c o n f ig u ra t io n  p e r io d  a f te r  th e  c r is is  has p a s s e d .

S u m m a ry

A n u m b e r  o f q u e s tio n s  a re  r a is e d  b y  m o d e rn ity  s tu d ie s  in  

n o n -w e s te rn  n a tio n s . I f  a c lu s te r  o f "m o d e rn "  v a lu e s  can be  id e n t i 

f ie d ,  w h a t is  th e  e ffe c t on th e  t r a d i t io n a l  h ie ra r c h y  o f v a lu e s  ? I f  

v a lu e s  c o n f l ic t ,  how  does an in d iv id u a l cope w ith  the  d is c re p a n c ie s ?

Is  a " m o d e r n i ty  d im e n s io n "  th e  sa m e  fo r  m e n  and w o m en , and how  

does i t  a f fe c t  r o le  e x p e c ta t io n s  ? W ha t is  th e  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  

v a lu e s  and b e h a v io r  d u r in g  th e  m o d e rn iz a t io n  p ro c e s s ?

In  an e f fo r t  to  seek  a n s w e rs  to  th e se  q u e s tio n s  and to  u n d e r 

s ta n d  th e  e ffe c ts  o f m o d e rn iz a t io n  on th e  s ta tu s  o f w o m e n , a c o m 

p a r is o n  b e tw e e n  the  p o s it io n  o f  w o m e n  in  T a iw a n  and Ja p a n  is  

u s e fu l.  E a c h  s o c ie ty  w i l l  be  t re a te d  s e p a ra te ly ,  c o n s id e r in g  h is 

t o r i c a l  fa c to r s ,  in s t i tu t io n a l change  and th e  e ffe c ts  o f m o d e rn ity  on 

w o m e n  as in d iv id u a ls .  A  c o m p a r is o n  o f th e  tw o  n a tio n s  w i l l  th e n  be  

m a d e  n o tin g  s im i la r i t ie s  and d if fe re n c e s .  F in a l ly ,  th e  changes w h ic h  

h ave  o c c u r re d  w i l l  be  c o n s id e re d  in  th e  c o n te x t o f c u r re n t  l i t e r a t u r e  

on m o d e rn iz a t io n .
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C H A P T E R  I I I  

T H E  S T A T U S  O F  T A IW A N E S E  W O M E N

E a r ly  H is to r y

P r io r  to  th e  c o lo n iz a t io n  o f T a iw a n  b y  th e  Japanese  in  1895, 

w o m en  in  T a iw a n  e x p e rie n c e d  a p o s it io n  in  s o c ie ty  s im i la r  to  th a t  o f 

t h e ir  s is te r s  on th e  m a in la n d . L a c k  o f e d u c a tio n , r ig id  k in s h ip  t ie s ,  

and an a b se n ce  o f c iv i l  p r o te c t io n  le f t  w o m e n  in  bondage to  t h e i r  ow n 

fa m i l ie s  b e fo re  m a r r ia g e  and to  t h e i r  h u sb a n d 's  f a m i ly  a f te r  m a r 

r ia g e .  W o m e n  had no re c o u rs e  in  d iv o rc e ,  b u t a c c o rd in g  to  C o n fu -  

c ia n  d o c t r in e  husbands co u ld  e a s i ly  r id  th e m s e lv e s  o f a w ife .  (T h e  

seven  t r a d i t io n a l  g ro u n d s  f o r  d iv o rc e  w e re : d is o b e d ie n c e , b a r r e n 

n e ss , lo o s e  m o r a ls ,  je a lo u s y ,  le p ro s y  o r  any o th e r  co n ta g io u s  

d is e a s e , e x c e s s iv e  ta lk in g ,  and s te a l in g . ) A  w om an c o u ld  le a v e  h e r  

h u s b a n d 's  f a m i ly  o n ly  i f  she re p a id  th e  b r id e  p r ic e ,  h e r  ow n f a m i ly  

to o k  h e r  b a c k , and she le f t  th e  c h i ld r e n  w ith  th e  h u sb a n d 's  f a m i ly .  

A c c o rd in g  to  T a k e k o s h i,*  T a iw a n e s e  husbands co u ld  s e l l  t h e i r  w iv e s  

f o r  d is o b e d ie n c e , u n fa ith fu ln e s s , o r  p o v e r ty .  A husband c o u ld  even  

l iv e  o f f  o f h is  w i fe 's  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  an a r ra n g e m e n t know n as th e  h a l f 

c lo s e d  g a te .

* T a k e k o s h i,  Y o s a b u ro , Ja p a n e se  R u le  in  F o rm o s a . L o n don : 
L o n g m a n s , G re e n  and C o . , 1907. P p . 3 1 1 -3 1 2 .
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Abandonm ent of fem a le  c h ild re n  was com m on. Fem ale  

c h ild re n  could be bought and so ld, be tro th e d  in  in fancy and k il le d  

i f  they becam e a burden to  the fa m ily .  F oo tb ind ing  was a lso  

p ra c tic e d , except fo r  Haaka wom en who tra d it io n a lly  d id  not b ind  

th e ir  fee t. The genera l lack  o f re g a rd  fo r  fem a le  ch ild re n  le d  to  

h igh  m o r ta l ity  ra te s  w h ich  re su lte d  in  an excess of m a les in  the 

popu la tion .

T h is  g r im  p ic tu re , how ever, dees not re ve a l the fu l l  s to ry , 

fo r  th e re  is  some evidence tha t is o la t io n  fro m  the m ain land , Dutch 

in fluence , and the necess ity  o f adapting to  the rugged env ironm ent 

led  to  s ig n if ic a n t m o d ifica tio n s  in  the t ra d it io n a l Confucian p re s 

c r ip t io n  fo r  women. In 1623 the D utch East. Ind ia  Company secured 

an agreem ent w ith  Chinese o ff ic ia ls  in  F uk ien  to  se ttle  Ta iw an fo r  

c o m m e rc ia l purposes. They rem a ined  in  c o n tro l o f the is la n d  on ly 

u n t il 1662, bu t du ring  tha t b r ie f  in te rv a l they  in troduced  C h r is t ia n ity ,  

the D utch language, and m ost im p o r ta n t ly ,  schools w h ich w e re  

attended by  na tive  women. M a rr ie d  wom en in  Taiwan a lso  had the 

r ig h t  to  own paddy f ie ld s , tea f ie ld s , and o th e r p ro p e rty  and to  w i l l  

p ro p e rty  to  th e ir  c h ild re n .

B y the m id -n ine teen th  ce n tu ry  Spanish C a tho lic  and Canadian 

P re s b y te r ia n  m is s io n a r ie s  w e re  m ak ing  th e ir  in fluence  fe lt  on the 

is land . Spanish p r ie s ts  w ere  re p o rte d  to  have cared fo r  5000 to  

6000 fe m a le  c h ild re n  and P re s b y te r ia n  m is s io n a r ie s  educated women
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as b ib le  w o rk e rs . These e ffo r ts , a lthough s m a ll,  m ust have c rea ted

a c lim a te  in  w h ich  i t  was poss ib le  fo r  women to  devia te  fro m  the

tra d it io n a l.  When the Japanese set up a p r im a ry  school system  in

1898, they w e re  able to  u t i l iz e  29 F orm osan  wom en as te ache rs .

B y 1904 these 29, as w e ll as seven Japanese women and 584 Japanese

and Taiw anese m en, w ere  educating 20, 523 boys and 2655 g ir ls  in

Japanese pub lic  schoo ls .1 The V o lu n te e r N u rs ing  A sso c ia tio n  a lso

2
re p o rte d  22 F o rm osan  women as m em b ers  in  1904.

The B eg inn ing  o f Change

The m ovem ent to  ra d ic a lly  a lte r  the Chinese fa m ily  and to  

im p ro v e  the sta tus o f women begun on the m a in land  in  1910 and 

acce le ra te d  in  1917 w ith  the M ay F o u rth  m ovem ent had l i t t le  e ffec t 

on wom en in  Ta iw an. The Japanese gove rnm en t, in  an a ttem pt to  

in te g ra te  Ta iw an c u ltu ra lly  as w e ll as e co n om ica lly  in to  the 

Japanese e m p ire , iso la ted  the Ta iw anese fro m  the m a in land . By 

1935 le ss  than 60, 000 Chinese fro m  the  m a in land  had been a llow ed 

to  e n te r Ta iw an and they w e re  adm itted  only fo r  the purpose of

1lo c . c i t . , pp. 296-297.

2lo c . c i t . , pp. 306-307.
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te m p o ra ry  la b o r . * Few newspapers w e re  a llow ed  and they w ere  

p r in te d  in  Japanese w ith  only one co lum n a llow ed  in  Chinese. A f te r  

1937 even these co lum ns w ere  fo rb idd en . M agazines and b u lle tin s  

w e re  p r in te d  in  Japanese, and a l l o f f ic ia l bus iness was conducted in  

Japanese n e ce ss ita tin g  the use o f tra n s la to rs  even when an o f f ic ia l 

could speak Chinese.

The educa tiona l p o lic ie s  of the Japanese w e re  c le a r ly  d ire c te d  

tow ard  a s s im ila t io n . L ite ra c y  became an im p o rta n t goal and 120 

p r im a ry  schoo ls w e re  estab lished im m e d ia te ly . B y  1945 over 1000 

p r im a ry  schoo ls  w e re  in  opera tion . The c u r r ic u lu m  em phasized 

the Japanese language, Japanese h is to ry ,  and lo y a lty  to  the e m p e ro r. 

G ir ls  as w e ll as boys w e re  a llow ed to  a ttend these schools but th e re  

was no co m p u lso ry  re q u ire m e n t. Because the Japanese considered 

education m e re ly  a to o l fo r  a s s im ila t io n , th e re  was l i t t le  c o m m it

m ent to  h ig h e r education fo r  Taiwanese students. Those schools tha t 

d id  e x is t w e re  o f a voca tiona l na tu re . In 1937 on ly  30 m id d le  schools 

ex is ted . F ifte e n  o f these w ere  f in is h in g  schoo ls fo r  g ir ls .  O utstand

ing  Ta iw anese students w ere  d is c r im in a te d  aga inst by the b e tte r 

m id d le  schoo ls , te c h n ica l schools and the U n iv e rs ity  w h ich  re se rve d  

p laces fo r  Japanese youngste rs  be ing educated on the is land .

* K e r r ,  George H . , F o rm osa  L icensed  R evo lu tion  and the 
Home R u le  M ovem ent 1895-1945. H ono lu lu : The U n iv e rs ity  P ress  
o f H aw a ii, 1974. P . 172.
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B ecause  o f th e  t r a d i t io n a l  C h inese  re lu c ta n c e  to  ed u ca te  w o m e n  and 

th e  Japanese  e f fo r t s  to  p re v e n t the  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  an in te l le c tu a l 

e l i te ,  T a iw a n  la c k e d  a g ro u p  o f d e d ic a te d  p ro fe s s io n a l w o m e n  l ik e  

th o se  th a t dem anded  a change in  the  s ta tu s  o f w o m e n  on th e  m a in la n d .

B y  m a in ta in in g  r ig id  c o n tro l o v e r  e v e ry  a s p e c t o f l i f e ,  th e  

Japanese  w e re  a ls o  a b le  to  p re v e n t th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  id e a ls  o f D r .

Sun Y a t- s e n 's  T fu n g -m e n g  H u i m o v e m e n t f r o m  h a v in g  m u c h  e ffe c t in  

T a iw a n . T h o s e  fe w  T a iw a n e s e  w ho d id  a c q u ire  a u n iv e r s i t y  e d u ca 

t io n  w e re  in te re s te d  in  w re s t in g  m o re  f re e d o m  f r o m  the  c o lo n ia l 

g o v e rn m e n t and do n o t a p p e a r to  have be e n  in v o lv e d  w ith  th e  r e v o lu 

t io n a ry  e ve n ts  w h ic h  w e re  sh a k in g  th e  m a in la n d . D r .  Sun d id  v is i t  

T a iw a n  in  1900, b u t h is  p u rp o s e  w as to  e h l is t  the  h e lp  o f the  

Japanese  in  s ta r t in g  an u p r is in g  a g a in s t th e  M a n c h u s . He d id  no t 

a tte m p t to  e x te n d  h is  m o v e m e n t to  T a iw a n . A lth o u g h  th e re  w e re  

m a n y  s m a ll r e v o l t s  a g a in s t the  Japanese  g o v e rn m e n t,  o n ly  one, 

begun in  1912, w a s  co n n e c te d  w ith  D r .  Sun’ s m o v e m e n t p h i lo s o p h i

c a l ly .  The p lo t  w a s  d is c o v e re d  b y  th e  g o v e rn m e n t and o v e r  500 

peop le  w e re  k i l le d  o r  im p r is o n e d .

The a t te m p t b y  th e  Japanese  to  a s s im i la te  th e  T a iw a n e se  p lu s  

t h e ir  c o n c o m ita n t is o la t io n  f ro m  th e  m a in la n d  e f fe c t iv e ly  p re v e n te d  

w o m en  in  T a iw a n  f r o m  id e n t ify in g  w ith  w o m e n 's  causes  espoused  on 

the  m a in la n d . E q u a lly  s ig n if ic a n t  w e re  th e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l p o l ic ie s  

o f th e  Ja p a n e se  g o v e rn m e n t.  J a p a n 's  e m p h a s is  on a g r ic u l t u r a l
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d e v e lo p m e n t and th e ir  p a r t ic u la r  m e th o d  o f a d m in is te r in g  T a iw a n  

re in fo r c e d  t r a d it io n a l fa m i ly  p a t te rn s  and c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  m a in 

te n a n c e  o f t r a d i t io n a l  fe m a le  r o le s  in  T a iw a n . The  d e c is io n  to  

u t i l iz e  T a iw a n  as a r ic e  b a s k e t f o r  th e  e m p ire  kep t w o m e n  in  a 

r u r a l  e n v iro n m e n t,  w o rk in g  w ith in  th e  h o m e  and a s s is t in g  in  the  

f ie ld s .  In  1930 o n ly  5 .2  p e rc e n t o f  w o m e n  be tw een  th e  ages o f 25 

and 34 re p o r te d  w o rk in g  in  s o m e th in g  o th e r  than  a g r ic u l tu r e . *

M o s t o f th e s e  w o m en  p ro d u c e d  h a n d ic ra f ts  w ith in  the  hom e  o r  

w o rk e d  in  te a  fa c to r ie s .  The  d e v e lo p m e n t o f su g a r r e f in in g  and 

th e  d e c is io n  o f Japan  in  1935 to  use T a iw a n  as a p ro c e s s in g  c e n te r  

f o r  r a w  m a te r ia ls  f ro m  o th e r  p a r ts  o f th e  e m p ire  le d  to  th e  c re a t io n

o f s o m e  in d u s t r y ,  b u t b y  1937 th e r e  w e re  o n ly  8,141 fa c to r ie s  in

2
T a iw a n  e m p lo y in g  77, 300 w o rk e r s .

T he  p a o -c h ia  s y s te m  a ls o  r e in fo r c e d  the  t r a d i t io n a l  C h in e se  

f a m i ly  and k in s h ip  s y s te m . The  J a p a n e se , in  an e f fo r t  to  a d m in is te r  

th e  is la n d  ch e a p ly  and e f f ic ie n t ly ,  o rg a n iz e d  fa m i ly  u n its  (c h ia )  in to  

g ro u p s  o f te n . These  u n its  w e re  th e n  g ro u p e d  in to  la r g e r  v i l la g e

* B a rc la y ,  G eorge  W . , C o lo n ia l D e v e lo p m e n t and P o p u la t io n  
in  T a iw a n . New J e rs e y :  P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i t y  P re s s ,  1954.
P . 82 .

2
C hen, I . ,  "Ja p a n e se  C o lo n ia l is m  in  K o re a  and F o rm o s a :

A C o m p a r is o n  o f I ts  E f fe c ts  U pon  th e  D e v e lo p m e n t o f N a t io n a l is m .  "  
U n p u b lis h e d  D o c to r ’ s d is s e r ta t io n .  T he  U n iv e r s ity  o f M ic h ig a n .
A n n  A r b o r ,  M ic h ig a n , 1968. P . 232 .
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u n its  (pan). An e ld e r o r  fa m ily  head fro m  each u n it was e lected 

and he ld  respon s ib le  fo r  re g is te r in g  b ir th s  and deaths and fo r  m a k 

in g  su re  a l l  m em bers  o f the  u n it w e re  fa m il ia r  w ith  d ire c tiv e s  

fro m  the governm ent. He was a lso  held accountable fo r  the behav io r 

o f a l l  m em bers  w ith in  the u n it. The pao-ch ia  sys tem , w h ich  had 

been used by the Chinese to  o rgan ize  the v illa g e , was adopted by 

the  Japanese to  m a in ta in  a system  o f acco u n ta b ility  and u lt im a te ly  

p roved  to  be an e ffe c tive  m ethod of m a in ta in in g  to ta l c o n tro l over 

the popu la tion . ( It is  in te re s t in g  tha t the com m un is t governm ent 

has u t il iz e d  the pa o -ch ia  to  o rgan ize  ru ra l la b o r on the m a in la n d .)

It a lso  helped to  m a in ta in  the tra d it io n a l k insh ip  sys tem  and the 

p o s itio n  o f women w ith in  th a t sys tem .

M rs . Chen, a 66 y e a r o ld  woman whom I in te rv ie w e d , was 

ab le  to  describe  fo r  m e what l i fe  in  a r u ra l v illa g e  under the 

Japanese was lik e . T h is  s ta te ly  woman was one o f 12 c h ild re n  bo rn  

on a fa rm  near Ta ichung. She can n e ith e r read n o r w r ite ,  she 

exp la ined , because under the  Japanese on ly r ic h  g i r ls  went to  

schoo l. Of the 12 c h ild re n  in  h e r fa m ily  only tw o o f h e r b ro th e rs  

eve r attended schoo l, and then  on ly  fo r  b r ie f  p e rio d s  o f t im e  

s ince  th e ir  la b o r was needed on the fa rm . She was m a rr ie d  a t the 

age o f 14 and liv e d  w ith  h e r husband's parents w here  she was 

expected to  p e r fo rm  household chores, help w ith  the fa rm  w o rk  

d u r in g  busy t im e s , and produce  as m any sons as p o ss ib le . She
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b o re  ten  c h ild re n , f iv e  boys and f iv e  g ir ls .  In com paring  he r l i fe  

w ith  tha t o f h e r f ive  m a rr ie d  daughters she sa id, "A  w om an 's l i fe  

is  m uch b e tte r  now. M y daughters have only two o r th re e  babies 

and they  have tim e  to  do o the r th ing s . I spent m y childhood w ith  

a younger b ro th e r  o r s is te r  s trapped to  m y back and m y  adulthood 

b e a rin g  and ca rin g  fo r  m y ten  c h ild re n . "

A n o the r p o lic y  of the Japanese w h ich in a d v e rte n tly  re su lte d  

in  the s trengthen ing  of the tra d it io n a l Chinese fa m ily  is  re p o rte d  

by B a rc la y *  in  h is exce llen t dem ograph ic  study o f Ta iw an under 

Japanese ru le .  B a rc la y  observed tha t d ivo rce , w idow  re m a rr ia g e  

and m a tr ilo c a l m a rr ia g e , a l l  p ra c tic e s  opposed in  Chinese c u ltu re , 

w e re  fa i r ly  com mon in  the  e a r ly  p a rt o f the cen tu ry . In  1906,

21 .8  pe rcen t o f a i l m a rr ia g e s  w e re  re p o rte d  to  be o f the m a tr ilo c a l 

type . He a ttr ib u te s  th is  to  the  h igh in fan t m o r ta l ity  ra te  fo r  fem a le  

c h ild re n  w h ich  re su lte d  in  an excess of m a rria g e a b le  m a les .

Japanese im provem en ts  in  sa n ita tion  and m ed ica l ca re  soon 

re v e rs e d  the h igh m o r ta l ity  ra te  o f fem a le  c h ild re n  p roduc ing  a 

re tu rn  to  c u ltu ra l idea ls  in  m a rr ia g e  p a tte rn s . By 1943, on ly 6 .2  

p e rce n t of m a rr ia g e s  w e re  o f the m a tr ilo c a l type. The d ivo rce  

ra te  fe l l  s te a d ily  throughout the c o lo n ia l a d m in is tra tio n .

Change in  the status of wom en is  re la te d  to  exposure to

^ B a rc la y , op. c i t . , pp. 212-237.
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w e s te rn  ideas, but o rd in a r ily  in d u s tr ia liz a t io n  and the m o d e rn iz a 

t io n  of a g r ic u ltu re  act as a c a ta ly s t, p roduc ing  change throughout 

a l l le ve ls  of the soc ie ty . B a rc lay^- notes, how ever, tha t the 

Japanese w ere  able to  m ode rn ize  Ta iw an a d m in is tra tiv e ly  and 

a g r ic u ltu ra lly  w ithou t a lte r in g  tra d it io n a l so c ia l p a tte rn s . In fa c t, 

they u t il iz e d  k in sh ip  pa tte rn s  to  m a in ta in  c o n tro l of the popu la tion . 

R e in fo rcem en t of t ra d it io n a l c u ltu re , a ttem pts at a s s im ila t io n , and 

is o la tio n  fro m  in te lle c tu a l m ovem ents on the m a in land  h indered 

the developm ent o f a w om en 's m ovem ent in  Taiwan. However, the 

em phasis on li te ra c y ,  exposure to both a m odern ized  Japan and 

United States, and beg inn ing in d u s tr ia l developm ent gave Taiwanese 

wom en some p re p a ra tio n  fo r  the changes w h ich  w ere  to  occur in  

1945.

The K uom intang and W om en's R ights

Taiw an has experienced a cce le ra te d  change e con om ica lly , 

s o c ia lly , and p o lit ic a lly  s ince the  end of W o rld  W ar II. Some o f 

these changes have o ccu rred  w ith  the support o f the N a tio n a lis t 

governm ent and some changes have o ccu rre d  in  sp ite  o f the 

N a tio n a lis ts . M any of the changes espoused by the Kuom intang 

o rig in a te d  w ith  D r .  Sun Y a t-se n , the founding fa th e r o f the

* lo c . c i t . , p. 255.
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N a t io n a l is t  m o v e m e n t. The  p o l i t ic a l  m o v e m e n t o f Sun Y a t-s e n  w a s  

f i r s t  and fo re m o s t  d e d ic a te d  to  th e  o v e r th ro w  o f  th e  M a nchu s  and 

th e  c re a t io n  o f a m o d e rn  C h in a . H o w e v e r, th e  s ta tu s  o f C h in e s e  

w o m e n  w a s  a c o n c e rn  o f th e  m o v e m e n t f ro m  i t s  in c e p t io n . In  one 

o f th e  e a r l ie s t  d o c u m e n ts  o f th e  T ’ u n g -m e n g  H u i, D r .  Sun c a l ls  

f o r  th e  a b o li t io n  o f fo o tb in d in g .*  T he  f i r s t  K u o m in ta n g  p a r ty  p la t 

fo r m ,  is s u e d  A u g u s t 25, 1913, c o n ta in s  the  fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t:

E d u c a tio n  is  fu n d a m e n ta l to  the  n a tio n , and so i t s  d e v e lo p 
m e n t is  im p e r a t iv e .  T he  a re a s  w h ic h  r e q u ir e  th a t 
im m e d ia te  a t te n t io n  a re : la w  and p o l i t ic a l  s c ie n c e , e n g in e e r 
in g  and b u s in e s s , s e c o n d a ry  e d u c a tio n , n o rm a l e d u c a tio n  
f o r  p r im a r y  s c h o o l te a c h e rs ,  and w o m e n 's  e d u c a tio n  . . . .  
W o m e n 's  e d u c a tio n  h e lp s  f u r th e r  th e  know le dge  as w e l l  as 
th e  r ig h ts  o f  th e  f a i r  sex .

A n o th e r  m a n ife s to  is s u e d  b y  th e  K u o m in ta n g  in  J a n u a ry , 1923

s ta te s : ’ ’E q u a l ity  o f  o p p o r tu n ity  s h a ll be m a in ta in e d  f o r  b o th  m e n

and w o m e n  and e q u a li ty  o f o p p o r tu n ity  f o r  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f ta le n t

3
s h a l l be  fo s te re d .  "  E a r ly  d o cu m e n ts  a ls o  c a lle d  f o r  u n iv e r s a l 

s u f fra g e ,  tw o  m o n th s  m a te rn i ty  le a v e  f o r  fe m a le  g o v e rn m e n t 

e m p lo y e e s  w ith  f u l l  pa y , c u l t iv a t io n  o f h e a lth y  and in te l l ig e n t  

m o th e rh o o d , jo b  t r a in in g  fo r  w o m e n , and e q u a lity  b e tw e e n  m e n

*S h ie h , M il to n  J . T . , T he  K u o m in ta n g : S e lec ted  H is to r ic a l  
D o c u m e n ts  1 8 9 4 -1 9 6 9 . St. J o h n 's  U n iv e rs ity :  St. J o h n 's
U n iv e r s i t y  P re s s ,  1370. P . 15.

2
lo c .  c i t . , p . 50.

3
lo c .  c i t . , p . 70.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



2 8

and w o m e n  s o c ia l ly ,  p o l i t ic a l ly  and e d u c a tio n a lly .

R e fo rm s  to  a c h ie v e  th e  s ta te d  g o a ls  o f  th e  K M T  w e re  s lo w  in  

c o m in g  and w e re  o fte n  p a r t ia l  m easures e n fo rc e d  u n e n th u s ia s t ic a lly .  

L o b b y in g  b y  in te l le c tu a ls  and w o m e n  w ith in  th e  K M T  le d  to  a new 

k in s h ip  la w  in  1930. U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  th is  la w , w h ic h  p e rm it te d  

m a r r ia g e  b y  f r e e  c h o ic e , d id  no t p r o h ib i t  a r ra n g e d  m a r r ia g e s .  I t  

w as  no t w id e ly  p u b lic iz e d  and n e v e r  had m u c h  e f fe c t  in  th e  r u r a l  

a re a s  o f C h in a . In  th e  e a r ly  y e a rs  o f th e  K M T  a fe w  w o m e n  w e re  

a llo w e d  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  p o l i t ic a l  d e c is io n  m a k in g . In  1924 M adam e  

Sun Y a t-s e n , M adam e  L ia o  C h u n g -k a i and M adam e  W ang C h in g -w e i 

w e re  e le c te d  to  th e  f i r s t  c o n g re s s  o f th e  K M T . L a te r ,  h o w e v e r, 

th e  K M T  b e g a n  to  r e s t r i c t  t h e ir  p o l i t ic a l  a c t iv i t ie s ,  c h e c k in g  the  

fe m in is t  m o v e m e n t w h e n e v e r i t  m o v e d  to o  f a r  le f t .  Y a n g * r e p o r ts  

th a t a s p l i t  in  th e  m o v e m e n t o c c u r re d  in  th e  la te  tw e n t ie s  w ith  th e  

c o m m u n is ts  in c o rp o r a t in g  w o m e n 's  is s u e s  in to  t h e i r  p o l i t ic a l  

m o v e m e n t and th e  K M T  is o la t in g  th e  fe m in is ts  f r o m  p o l i t ic a l  a c t iv i 

t ie s .  I t  w a s  n o t u n t i l  t h e ir  s e rv ic e s  w e re  needed in  th e  w a r  a g a in s t 

Japa n  th a t w o m e n  w e re  a g a in  a llo w e d  to  a c t iv e ly  p a r t ic ip a te .

The  t r a n s fe r  o f Taiwct.-i to  th e  N a t io n a lis ts  in  1945 s u b s ta n t i

a l ly  im p ro v e d  th e  p o s it io n  o f T a iw a n e s e  w o m e n . T he  Japanese

*Y a n g , C . K . , T h e  C h in e se  F a m ily  in  th e  C o m m u n is t  
R e v o lu t io n . C a m b r id g e , M a s s a c h u s e tts : H a rv a rd  U n iv e r s i t y  
P re s s ,  1959. P . 118.
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attem pted to  e lim in a te  the m ost opp re ss ive  tra d it io n s , banning 

foo tb ind ing  in  1910, p ro h ib it in g  ch ild  m a rr ia g e s , and g ran tin g  the 

r ig h t  o f d ivo rce  and re m a rr ia g e  to  wom en. However, women w ere  

denied p o lit ic a l,  so c ia l, and econom ic e q u a lity . The M e ij i C o n s titu 

t io n  supposedly app lied  to  Ta iw an, bu t i t  contained no p ro v is io n s  

guarantee ing the c iv i l  r ig h ts  o f wom en, Japanese o r Chinese. The 

1937 re fo rm s  a llow ed some Taiwanese p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  the gove rn 

ing o f Ta iw an, but su ffrage  was lim ite d  to  Taiwanese m a les.

Lega l e q u a lity  was f in a l ly  extended to  the  women w ith  the p ro m u lg a 

tio n  of the 1947 C o ns titu tion . A r t ic le  7 sta tes: " A l l  c itize n s  o f 

the R epub lic  o f China, ir re s p e c t iv e  o f sex, re lig io n , race , c la ss , 

o r  p a r ty  a f f i l ia t io n  s h a ll be equal b e fo re  the law . "  Women w ere  

a lso  g iven  the r ig h t  To vote.

C onstitu tions  and le g a l codes do not n e c e s s a r ily  p rov id e  an 

accu ra te  d e s c r ip tio n  o f the way a so c ie ty  func tions . Nonetheless, 

b as ic  changes in  a ttitudes  and the goals o f a soc ie ty  m ay be d e te r 

m ined  by  a re v ie w  of fo rm a l codes o f b e h a v io r and lega l guaran tees. 

The Lega l Code of the R epublic  o f China conta ins m any p ro v is io n s  

w h ich  deal w ith  the p o s itio n  o f wom en in  Taiwanese soc ie ty . A 

su rvey  o f these sta tu tes y ie ld s  som e va luab le  in s ig h ts  in to  the 

c u rre n t a ttitudes  of the governm ent to w a rd  w om en 's issues.

M uch of the c u rre n t le g a l code o f N a tio n a lis t China dea ling  

w ith  fa m ily  law  was developed w h ile  Chiang K a i-s h e k  was s t i l l  on
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the m a in land . The presen t m a rr ia g e  law sets the  age o f m a rr ia g e  

at 18 fo r  m a les  and 16 fo r  fem a les  w ith  the consent o f the fa m ily . 

M a rr ia g e  w ithou t fa m il ia l consent can occu r a t 20 ye a rs  o f age.

The m a rr ia g e  m us t be arranged w ith  the m u tu a l agreem ent of both 

p a r t ie s . A m an can have on ly one spouse w h ich  p ro h ib its  concu

b inage. T he re  a re  some in te re s tin g  aspects o f the m a rr ia g e  law  

w h ich  re f le c t  the s t i l l  t ra d it io n a l and som etim es p u r ita n ic a l na ture  

of the K M T  re g im e . When a d ivo rce  has o c c u rre d  due to  a d u lte ry , 

the p a r t ie s  in vo lve d  in  the a d u lte ry  cannot m a r r y  un less the woman 

is  p regnant. A ls o , women cannot re m a rry  w ith in  s ix  m onths a fte r  

a d iv o rc e  although th e re  is  no such re s tr ic t io n  on m en.

The m u tua l consent clause im p lie s  th a t wom en have some say 

in  the s e le c tio n  o f a m a rr ia g e  p a r tn e r . In m y  ta lk s  w ith  m a rr ie d  

women in  Ta iw an, I d iscovered  tha t the am ount o f in fluence  a g i r l  

has ove r choice o f a p a rtn e r is  re la te d  to h e r educa tiona l le v e l and 

the educa tiona l le v e l o f he r pa ren ts . In a ll cases the women m a r 

r ie d  m en who had the approva l o f th e ir  pa ren ts . U n m a rrie d  co llege 

women to ld  m e tha t they would not m a rry  aga ins t th e ir  p a re n ts ' 

w ishes . M ost in d ica ted  they would t r y  to persuade th e ir  pa ren ts  to 

accept th e ir  cho ice . Men m ust a lso  re ce ive  the p e rm is s io n  o f th e ir  

p a re n ts . I in te rv ie w e d  a cha rm ing  V ie tnam ese -C h inese  g i r l  who 

was w o rk in g  as a s e c re ta ry  to  the m anager o f a la rg e  com pany.

She was b e a u tifu l, w e ll educated, had a good jo b , and came fro m  a
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w e a lthy , overseas Chinese fa m ily .  These a ttr ib u te s  w ould o rd in 

a r i ly  m ake a young woman a p r im e  m a rr ia g e  cand ida te. However, 

the pa ren ts  o f the Taiwanese m an she was da ting  re fused  to  le t 

them  m a r ry  because M in g - j in  was overseas C h inese. The couple 

continued to  see one ano ther and a fte r  th re e  y e a rs  even tua lly  

re ce ive d  p e rm is s io n  to  m a rry .  I attended the wedding w h ich  was 

a v e ry  p leasant event except fo r  the scow ling  face  of M in g - j in 's  

fu tu re  m o th e r- in - la w , who had re lu c ta n tly  g iven  p e rm is s io n , but 

was c le a r ly  unhappy about the m a rr ia g e .

M any women re p o rte d  seeing th e ir  fu tu re  husbands on ly one 

t im e  be fo re  the fo rm a l engagement. In a num ber o f cases women 

w e re  m a rr ie d  to  m en w ith  whom they had g row n  up but the se lec tion  

was made by  th e ir  paren ts  w ith  the a id  o f the e v e r-p re s e n t m a tch 

m a ke r. I  spoke w ith  one 40 yea r o ld  wom an who was w o rk in g  in  an 

app liance fa c to ry  in  T a ip e i. She had been so ld  b y  he r m o th e r in  

in fan cy  and adopted in to  a fa m ily .  A t the age o f 16 she was m a r 

r ie d  to  h e r "b ro th e r . "  W o lf* , in  h e r d iscu ss io n  o f r u ra l Taiwanese 

fa m ily  l i fe ,  re p o rts  tha t such s im -p u a  m a rr ia g e s  continue to  occu r 

o cca s io n a lly , but fo r  the m ost p a r t the  custom  has died due to  

in c re a s in g  econom ic independence o f young m en who found m a rr ia g e

*W o lf, M a rg e ry , Woman and the F a m ily  in  R u ra l Ta iw an. 
S tanford, C a lifo rn ia : S tanford U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1972. P . 183.
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to  a s is te r  repugnant. The p ra c tic e  was an ou tg row th  o f the a ttitu d e  

tha t a woman a fte r  m a rr ia g e  belongs to  her husband's fa m ily .  

A dop ting  a fe m a le  c h ild  and ra is in g  her gave the m o th e r- in - la w  

to ta l c o n tro l ove r the tra in in g  o f h e r fu tu re  d a u g h te r- in - la w  and 

in su re d  he r dom in a tion  o f the g i r l .  The woman in te rv ie w e d  by  me 

had never been to  schoo l and to ld  me tha t she was ra re ly  a llow ed 

out o f the fa m ily  compound, even to  go to  the m a rk e t. When I 

asked h e r what she would lik e  to  be i f  she could change h e r l i fe ,  

she re p lie d  th a t she d id n 't  know anything about the ou ts ide  w o rld  

u n t il she m oved to  T a ip e i a > i got a te le v is io n , so she had never 

■thought about i t .

A lthough  the governm ent re p o rts  the average age of m a rr ia g e  

as 27. 5 ye a rs  fo r  m en and 22.1  fo r  women, * u rban  m id d le  c lass  

fa m ilie s  do not encourage th e ir  daughters to  m a r r y  young. I in te r 

v iew ed m any educated wom en in  th e ir  m id -tw e n tie s  who w e re  not in  

any g re a t h u r ry  to  m a r r y  a lthough they a l l expected to  m a r r y  b y  the 

age o f 30. M ost w e re  in te re s te d  in  w o rk ing  fo r  a few  ye a rs  w h ile  

con tinu ing  the sea rch  fo r  a good husband. M any wom en in d ica ted  

tha t they  w ould  lik e  to  continue w o rk ing  u n t il th e ir  f i r s t  ch ild  was 

b o rn  and then re tu rn  to  w o rk  a fte r  th e ir  c h ild re n  en te r schoo l.

1-1 9 7 2  Taiw an D em ograph ic  Fact Book R epub lic  o f China. 
T a ip e i, T a iw an . 1972. P . 487.
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D iam ond* re p o r ts  tha t 40 pe rcen t o f the wom en in  h e r study o f 

m id d le  c lass  fa m ilie s  in d ica ted  a d e s ire  to  re tu rn  to  w o rk  a fte r  the 

c h ild re n  w e re  o ld e r.

A  la c k  o f adequate d a y -ca re  fa c il i t ie s  f o r  p re -s c h o o l c h ild re n  

p reven ts  wom en l iv in g  in  nuc lea r fa m ilie s  f ro m  continu ing e m p lo y 

m ent a f te r  b ir th  even i f  they would lik e  to . In  1974 th e re  w e re  only

2
s ix  p u b lic  n u rs e r ie s . C la ra  Wang, a s p e c ia lis t  in  the W om en's 

D epartm en t o f the K M T , to ld  m e in  M ay, 1975 tha t the re  a re  no 

p lans fo r  governm ent sponsored d a y -c a re  fa c i l i t ie s .  The g o ve rn 

m ent has looked in to  the p o s s ib ility  of com b in ing  re g io n a l hea lth  

ca re  fa c il i t ie s  and d a y -c a re  as is  done in  the P h ilip p in e s , but M iss  

Wang in d ica ted  tha t the hea lth  care fa c i l i t ie s  a re  a lrea dy  o v e r

crow ded and the governm ent does not have the funds to  p rov id e  

bo th  se rv ic e s .

W o rk in g  c lass  wom en m igh t w o rk  in  a fa c to ry  p r io r  to  m a r 

r ia g e , but tend to  w o rk  at c ra ft  in d u s tr ie s  w h ich  can be p e rfo rm e d  

at home a fte r  m a rr ia g e . They a re  a lso  m o re  l ik e ly  to  liv e  in  an 

extended fa m ily ,  m ak ing  c h ild  care  less  o f a p ro b le m . I chatted

^D iam ond, N o rm a, "T he  M idd le  C lass F a m ily  M odel in  
Ta iw an : W om an's P lace is  in  the H o m e ."  A s ia n  Survey, X II ,  No.
9 (Septem ber 1973).

2
L a i M ao-m an , E d . , China Yearbook 1974. T a ip e i, Taiw an: 

China P u b lish in g  C o ., 1974. P. 290.
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w ith  wom en in  one household tha t d id  k n itt in g  and c roche ting  on a 

p ie ce w o rk  b a s is  to  b r in g  in  e x tra  in com e . That p a r t ic u la r  house

hold conta ined th re e  fa m ilie s ,  tw o b ro th e rs  and th e ir  w ives  and a 

nephew and h is  w ife . The household a lso  contained ten c h ild re n .

O ther w om en sew c lo th ing , upho ls te r fu rn itu re ,  make baske ts , e t c . , 

a l l  on a p ie c e w o rk  b a s is . Many fa m ilie s  own s m a ll s to re s  o r  

bus inesses and the women help to  ru n  them . T h is  a rrangem en t is  

e s p e c ia lly  convenient fo r  women w ith  s m a ll c h ild re n  because the 

liv in g  q u a rte rs  a re  o rd in a r ily  behind o r  above the bus iness. I t  is  

not uncom m on to  e n te r a shop and f in d  an in fa n t in  a c ra d le  o r  buggy 

en joying the  h us tle  and bus tle  around h e r w h ile  the m o th e r tends 

the s to re .

A lth ough  d iv o rc e  is  lega l in  Ta iw an , i t  is  not ye t accep tab le , 

p a r t ic u la r ly  fo r  wom en. Strong c u ltu ra l sanctions aga inst d iv o rc e  

and the g o ve rn m e n t's  em phasis on m o ra l p u r ity  and f i l i a l  p ie ty  a re  

re fle c te d  in  a v e ry  lo w  d ivo rce  ra te . F ro m  1954 to  1972 an 

unchanging f ig u re  o f . 7 percen t o f wom en w e re  re po rte d  as 

divorced."*' D iv o rc e  is  p e rm itte d  when bo th  p a rt ie s  m u tu a lly  agree to  

separa te . I t  is  a lso  granted by ju d ic ia l decree  on the fo llo w in g  

grounds: b ig a m y , a d u lte ry , m is tre a tm e n t o f one another o r  the

11972 Ta iw an  D em ographic F a c t Book R epub lic  o f C h ina , op. 
c i t . , p. 59.
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w ife  m is t r e a t in g  o r  b e in g  m is t re a te d  b y  h e r  husb a n d 's  fa m i ly ,  

a b a n d o n m e n t, in te n t to  k i l l ,  m a lig n a n t i l ln e s s ,  in s a n ity ,  u n id e n t i

f ie d  f o r  m o re  th a n  th re e  y e a rs ,  and c o n v ic te d  of th re e  y e a rs  

im p r is o n m e n t .  M a r r ia g e s  can a ls o  be a n n u lle d  i f  e i th e r  p a r tn e r  

is  im p o te n t  p ro v id in g  th e  im p o te n c y  e x is te d  b e fo re  th e  m a r r ia g e .

In  m o s t c a s e s , i f  c h i ld re n  a re  in v o lv e d , th e y  w i l l  be g iv e n  to  th e  

fa th e r  o r  th e  fa th e r 's  fa m i ly .

T he  s t ig m a  a g a in s t d iv o rc e  is  so s tro n g  th a t a young  f r ie n d  

w h o se  m o th e r  and fa th e r  a re  d iv o rc e d  to ld  m e  th a t she kep t i t  a 

s e c re t  f r o m  h e r  c o -w o rk e rs .  In  h e r  fa m i ly  th e  o n ly  son w e n t to  

l iv e  w ith  th e  fa th e r  and P in g -y u  and h e r  tw o  s is te r s  l iv e d  w ith  th e  

m o th e r .  P in g -y u 's  fa th e r  p a id  no a lim o n y  o r  c h ild  s u p p o rt and 

she re s e n te d  h im  v e ry  m u c h  f o r  "n o t ta k in g  any r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  

u s . "  She to ld  m e  th a t th e re  is  no s t ig m a  a g a in s t h e r  m o th e r  r e m a r r y 

in g , b u t th a t i t  is  d i f f ic u l t  f o r  h e r  to  f in d  a m an  beca use  she is  o ld e r  

and s t i l l  has f in a n c ia l respons ib le -if:1' 00 f o r  th e  g i r l s '  e d u c a tio n s .

P r o p e r ty  r ig h ts  a re  a ls o  g u a ra n te e d  b y  la w . A  w ife 's  o r ig in a l  

p r o p e r ty ,  w h ic h  she b r in g s  to  th e  m a r r ia g e ,  re m a in s  h e rs  as w e l l  

as g i f t s  and any  o th e r  p r o p e r ty  a c q u ire d  f r o m  h e r  ow n la b o r .  B o ys  

and g i r l s  now  in h e r i t  the  p r o p e r ty  o f t h e i r  p a re n ts  e q u a lly ,  a lth o u g h  

an ado p te d  d a u g h te r g e ts  h a lf  th a t o f th e  b lo o d  c h i ld re n .  A  w id o w  

s p l i t s  th e  h u s b a n d 's  e s ta te  e q u a lly  w ith  a l l  o f the b lo o d  c h i ld r e n .

I f  she has  no c h i ld re n ,  th e  p r o p e r ty  is  in h e r ite d  b y  th e  w id o w  and
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the husband's paren ts  o r the husband's b ro th e rs  and s is te rs ,  the

w idow g e ttin g  one -ha lf.

W omen in  Taiwan constitu te  27.1  p e rcen t of the to ta l w o rk

fo rc e .*  They rep resen t 38 pe rcen t o f a l l  fa c to ry  w o rk e rs , 32 p e r-

2
cent o f sa les c le rk s , and 30 pe rcen t of c le r ic a l w o rk e rs . Women

3a re  6 .9  p e rcen t o f governm ent e m n i^ y ^ e ,  20 .03  pe rcen t of 

d o c to rs , 2 .88  pe rcen t o f la w ye rs , 39 .9  pe rcen t o f teachers  and 32 

pe rcen t o f te lecom m un ica tions  w o rk e rs .^  They a lso  re p re se n t close 

to  h a lf o f unpaid fa m ily  w o rk e rs  in  Taiwan.** The new B asic  Labor 

Standard Law w h ich  was signed in  the s p r in g  o f 1975 o ffe rs  c o n s id e r

able p ro te c tio n  to  th is  fem a le  w o rk  fo rc e . In add ition  to  p ro v is io n s  

re g u la tin g  hou rs , vacations, o v e rtim e , e tc . ,  w h ich  app ly to  both  

sexes, wom en a re  granted an e igh t week m a te rn ity  leave w ith  pay, 

tw o  h a lf-h o u r  b reaks  w ith  pay to  nu rse  a baby, and a re  guaranteed 

equal pay fo r  equal w o rk .

Because m os t fem a le  w o rk e rs  a re  u n m a rrie d  and tend to  hold

-LC h ien , T ita n ia  J ie n -ts ie u , Socia l Status o f W omen in  the 
R e pub lic  o f C hina. T a ip e i, Taiw an: Kuom intang P a rty  H eadquarte rs , 
1975, F . 3.

O
D iam ond, op. c i t . , p. 854.

3
1972 Ta iw an D em ographic F ac t Book, op. c i t . ,  p. 405.

4C h ien , op. c i t . ,  pp. 3 -4 .

**1972 Ta iw an Dem ographic F a c t Book, op. c i t . , p. 405.
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lo w e r pay ing  jo bs , the new law  w i l l  not ra d ic a lly  a lte r  the status o f 

m os t wom en in  the w o rk  fo rc e . Nonetheless, the p ro v is io n s  a re  

th e re  fo r  those who do choose to  s tay in  the w o rk  fo rc e . The a llo w 

ance fo r  n u rs in g  m o th e rs  is  an in te re s t in g  add ition  because m os t 

in d u s tr ie s  do not p ro v id e  n u rs e r ie s  fo r  p re -s c h o o l c h ild re n , and i t  

w ou ld  be n e a rly  im p o ss ib le  fo r  a woman to  re tu rn  home to  feed h e r 

baby. I t  is  a lso  s ig n if ic a n t tha t the law  does not p ro te c t wom en w o rk 

in g  in  a g r ic u ltu re  and fa m ily  bus inesses.

The N a tio n a lis t governm ent has p laced heavy em phasis on 

education in  Ta iw an and wom en have bene fited  fro m  the co m p u lso ry  

n ine  y e a rs  o f schoo ling  re q u ire d  by law . In 1974, 26, 239 o f the 

61, 925 students a ttend ing  u n iv e rs it ie s  w e re  wom en as w e re  755 o f 

the  1966 students a llow ed to  s tudy ab roa d .1 As education fo r  g ir ls  

has becom e m o re  acceptab le to  the Taiwanese, they have in c re a s in g ly  

cha llenged m a le  students re c e iv in g  h ig h e r scores on the  u n iv e rs ity -  

a d m itt in g  exam ina tion . The s itu a tio n  had become so c r i t ic a l  by 

1974 th a t th e re  was even ta lk  o f l im it in g  the num bers o f wom en to  

50 pe rce n t, a p ra c t ic e  not uncom m on in  the U n ited  S ta tes. Fem a le  

p a r ty  m em b ers  w ith  whom I  spoke assured m e tha t th is  was ju s t  ta lk  

and tha t the sco res on the entrance exam  w ould  re m a in  the  dec id ing  

fa c to r ,  not sex.

1C hina Y earbook, op. c i t . , p. 247.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



3 8

A lth o u g h  in c re a s in g  n u m b e rs  o f w o m e n  a re  re a c h in g  h ig h e r  

le v e ls  in  th e  e d u c a tio n a l s y s te m , th e y  s t i l l  re p re s e n t  1, 266 , 500 o f 

th e  1, 741 ,47 0  i l l i t e r a t e  p o p u la t io n .*  In  a d d it io n ,  the  la c k  o f o p p o r 

tu n it y  in  the  p ro fe s s io n s  and th e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  and m a n a g e r ia l 

le v e ls  o f the  s o c ie ty  p ro d u c e  th e  sam e  f r u s t r a t io n s  e x p e r ie n c e d  b y  

educa ted  w o m e n  in  a l l  n a tio n s  w h e re  a d v a n c e m e n t is  l im i te d .

L ik e  a l l  d e v e lo p in g  n a tio n s , T a iw a n  has e x p e rie n c e d  a p h e n o m 

e n a l p o p u la tio n  e x p lo s io n  f r o m  10 m i l l io n  in  1945 to  16 m i l l io n  in  

1974. C o m po und ing  th e  p ro b le m  o f d e c re a s in g  in fa n t  m o r t a l i t y  and 

in c re a s in g  lo n g e v ity  is  the  t r a d i t io n a l  d e s ire  to  p ro d u c e  m a n y  sons . 

W hen asked  how  m a n y  c h i ld re n  m a k e  a good  f a m i ly ,  o v e r  h a l f  o f  the  

w o m e n  I  in te rv ie w e d  a n s w e re d  tw o  c h i ld r e n ,  one b o y  and one g i r l .

T h is  re s p o n s e  p a r r o ts  a w id e ly  v ie w e d  te le v is io n  a d v e r t is e m e n t 

e x to ll in g  th e  v ir tu e s  o f a tw o - c h i ld  f a m i ly .  W hen q u e s tio n e d  in  m o re  

d e ta i l ,  m o s t o f th e m  to ld  m e  th e y  w o u ld  have  m o re  th a n  tw o  c h i ld re n

i f  th e y  had n o t p ro d u c e d  a son . O n ly  one w o m a n  s a id  th a t s e x  d id n ’ t

2
m a t te r .  F re e d m a n , e t a l . , r e p o r t  s im i la r  f in d in g s  in  a s tu d y  o f 

t re n d s  in  f a m i ly  s iz e  and fa m i ly  p la n n in g . A c c o rd in g  to  th e  s tu d y

*1972 D e m o g ra p h ic  F a c t  B o o k , op . c i t . ,  p . 47,

2
F re e d m a n , R o n a ld , C o m b s , L o la g e n e  C . , and C hang , M in g -  

chen , " T re n d s  in  F a m ily  S ize  P re fe re n c e s  and P r a c t ic e  o f F a m ily  
P la n n in g : T a iw a n , 1 9 6 5 -1 9 7 0 ."  S tu d ie s  in  F a m ily  P la n n in g , V o l.  3, 
N o . 12 (D e c e m b e r, 1972), 288.
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68 p e rc e n t  o f  the  w o m en  in te r v ie w e d  in  1970 expe c ted  to  l iv e  w ith  a

son and re c e iv e  s u p p o r t f r o m  h im  in  o ld  age. In  1973, 73 p e rc e n t

in d ic a te d  a p re fe re n c e  f o r  tw o  so n s .

In  s p ite  o f th e  c o n tin u in g  d e s ire  to  b e a r  sons , th e re  have  been

s ig n if ic a n t  d e c re a s e s  in  th e  to ta l  n u m b e r o f c h i ld re n  w a n te d , as w e ll

as a s ig n if ic a n t  in c re a s e  in  a p p ro v a l and use o f b i r t h  c o n t ro l.

S e v e n ty -o n e  p e rc e n t o f a l l  w o m e n  in te rv ie w e d  in  1973 b e tw e e n  th e

ages o f 22 and 33 Lau p ra c t ic e d  s o m e  fo rm  o f c o n tra c e p t io n .1

A lth o u g h  u rb a n  f ig u r e s  a re  h ig h e r ,  th e  use o f c o n tra c e p t io n  b y  r u r a l

2
w o m e n  has doub led  in  f iv e  y e a rs .  T he  in c re a s in g  a cce p ta n ce  o f 

b i r t h  c o n t r o l is  r e f le c te d  in  th e  g ro w th  ra te  w h ic h  d ro p p e d  f r o m  an 

e x t ra o rd in a ry  3. 3 in  1952 to  a s t i l l  t ro u b le s o m e  1. 8 in  1973.

T h e  m o s t p o p u la r  c o n tra c e p t iv e  m e th o d  is  th e  IU D , w h ic h  has 

been  w id e ly  p ro m o te d  b y  f a m i ly  p la n n in g  c l in ic s  in  T a iw a n , A b o r 

t io n  is  n o t s a n c tio n e d  b y  la w  b u t  a p p e a rs  to  be w id e ly  p ra c t ic e d .  A  

fe m a le  o f f ic ia l ,  q u o tin g  p a r ty  l in e ,  to ld  m e  th a t a b o r t io n  is  c o n t r a ry

^ F re e d m a n , R o n a ld , C o o m b s , L o la g e n e  C . , C hang , M in g -c h e n , 
and Sun T e -h s iu n g , " T re n d s  in  F e r t i l i t y ,  F a m ily  S ize  P re fe re n c e s ,  
and P r a c t ic e  o f F a m ily  P la n n in g : T a iw a n , 1 9 6 5 -1 9 7 3 ."  S tud ies  in  
F a m i ly  P la n n in g , V o l.  5, N o. 9 (S e p te m b e r, 1974), 274 .

^ F re e d m a n , " T re n d s  in  F a m i ly  S ize  P re fe re n c e s  and P r a c 
t ic e  o f F a m ily  P la n n in g : T a iw a n , 1 9 6 5 -1 9 7 0 , "  op. c i t . ,  p . 291.

^ T a iw a n  S ta t is t ic a l D a ta  B o o k  1974, R e p u b lic  o f  C h in a : E c o n 
o m ic  P la n n in g  C o u n c il E x e c u t iv e  Y u an , Ju n e , 1974, p . 4 .
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to  the Chinese t ra d it io n  of a s tron g  fa m ily .  However, she to ld  m e 

"o f f  the  re c o rd "  th a t she p e rso n a lly  fa v o rs  abo rtion  fo r  m a rr ie d  

wom en. She a lso  in d ica ted  tha t the re  w ould  be a m ovem ent to  

le g a liz e  a b o rtio n  a fte r  the o ld  m em bers  o f the L e g is la tiv e  Yuan d ie .

The e ffo r ts  o f the K M T  to  m odern ize  Taiwan econ om ica lly  

w h ile  m a in ta in in g  m uch of tra d it io n a l Chinese c u ltu re  is  re fle c te d  

in  the a ttitu d e  o f the  re g im e  tow ard  women. Because the la b o r o f 

wom en is  e sse n tia l fo r  the in d u s tr ia liz a t io n  of Ta iw an, a m in im u m  

am ount o f education  and freedom  fro m  the r ig id  c o n tro l of the fa m ily  

is  nece ssa ry . The te x t i le  in d u s try  in  Taiwan has fo llow ed the 

w o r ld -w id e  sys tem  of em ploy ing  young g ir ls  and women. The g ir ls  

a re  boa rded  in  la rg e  d o rm ito r ie s  and w o rk  on ly  u n t il they a re  ready  

to  m a r ry .  In m o s t cases the incom e earned b y  these young g ir ls  is  

sent to  th e ir  fa m ilie s .  T ra n s is te r  and e le c tro n ic s  in d u s tr ie s  a lso  

em p loy la rg e  num bers  o f women as they do in  o the r a reas o f A s ia . 

Because these g i r ls  m ust leave the fa m ily  at an e a r ly  age, m uch o f 

the fo rm e r  c o n tro l o ve r th e ir  liv e s  is  d im in ish ed . O ther women, 

who w o rk  in  s e rv ic e  in d u s tr ie s , a lso e xh ib it the p a tte rn  of w o rk in g  

fo r  a few  ye a rs  and q u ittin g  a fte r  m a rr ia g e . I t  has been es tim a ted  

tha t o v e r a th ird  o f the women em ployed in  Taiw an a re  w o rk in g  as 

w a itre s s e s , b a r g i r ls ,  h a ir  d re s s e rs , sales g i r ls ,  bus g ir ls ,  e tc . *

^D iam ond, op. c i t . , p. 854.
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The expansion o f in d u s try  has a lso  re s u lte d  in  la rg e  num bers being 

em ployed as s e c re ta r ie s  and bookkeepers. The Taiwanese educa

t io n a l system  a t the e lem e n ta ry  le v e l is  s ta ffed la rg e ly  b y  women 

and the n u rs in g  p ro fe ss io n  is  re se rve d  fo r  women. Pay fo r  these 

t ra d it io n a lly  fem a le  p ro fess ions  is  low  in  Ta iw an as i t  is  in  m ost 

c o u n tr ie s .

The gove rnm en t, w h ile  recogn iz in g  the need fo r  wom en in  

in d u s try , has re c e n t ly  been engaged in  ano ther " c u ltu ra l re n a is 

sance m ovem ent" w h ich , among o ther th ing s , is  encourag ing  a 

re tu rn  to  a m o re  t ra d it io n a l ro le  fo r  wom en. The fo llo w in g  quote is  

f ro m  the P r in c ip le s  fo r  the P rom o tion  of the Chinese C u ltu ra l 

R enaissance M ovem ent issued by the 9th C e n tra l C o m m itte e  o f the 

Kuom intang.

A s education is  v ita l ly  im p o rta n t in  the p ro m o tio n  o f 
the Chinese c u ltu ra l rena issance  m ovem ent, i t  behooves 
educa tiona l a d m in is tra tiv e  o rgan iza tions  at a l l  le ve ls  to  
re v ie w  and im p ro v e  teaching m a te r ia ls ,  teach ing  ta le n t 
and s o c ia l education w ith  spec ia l em phasis on the  fu r th e r 
ance o f p h y s ic a l, e th ica l and g ro u p - life  t ra in in g  o f c it iz e n s . 
P o s it iv e  m easures o f im p le m e n ta tio n  s h a ll be p lanned.
Since the  fa m ily  is  the co rne rs tone  o f Chinese c u ltu re , 
p a r t ic u la r  a tte n tion  and guidance s h a ll be g iven  fa m ily  
education and the  p ra c tic e  of f i l i a l  duty and f ra te rn a l love .

o
D iam ond re p o r ts  tha t c u rre n t p s e u d o -C on fuc ian ism  has caused

^■Shieh, op. c i t . ,  p. 310.

2D iam ond, op. c i t . , p. 864.
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a s h ift  in  the ju s t if ic a t io n  fo r  education o f wom en, em phasiz ing its  

b e n e fit in  c re a tin g  b e tte r  w ives and m o th e rs . M o th e r's  Day has 

becom e an im p o rta n t h o lid ay  in  Ta iw an fo r  e x to llin g  the  v ir tu e s  of 

m otherhood. The e d ito r ia l p r in te d  on M o th e r 's  Day in  1975 empha

s izes the re s p o n s ib ility  o f women fo r  p roduc ing  good c h ild re n  and 

c it iz e n s .

Am ong the m o th e rs  o f today we wonder how m any the re  
a re  who re a lly  know how to  b r in g  up th e ir  c h ild re n . Some 
m o th e rs  s im p ly  do not know how to  b r in g  up th e ir  c h ild re n .
They e ith e r re g a rd  th e ir  c h ild re n  as v ir tu a l ly  non -ex is ten t 
and pay v e ry  l i t t le  a tte n tion  to  them  o r  use what we cons ider 
as w rong  m ethods in  c o rre c tin g  th e ir  c h ild re n 's  m is takes . 
C o rp o ra l pun ishm ent o r  sco ld ing  is  th e ir  on ly  m ethod. 
R esentm ent o r  even hate is  the usua l re a c tio n  o f th e ir  c h i l
d ren . O ther m o th e rs , though in te llig e n t and w e ll-ed uca ted , 
do not ca re  to  spend m uch t im e  on th e ir  c h ild re n . To them 
m ahjong games and o th e r s o c ia l a c t iv it ie s  a re  m uch m o re  
im p o rta n t. I f  th e ir  c h ild re n  go a s tra y  and get in to  se rious 
tro u b le , the m o th e rs  a re  m e re ly  reap ing  what they have 
sow n.*

The e ffo r t  o f the  N a tio n a lis ts  to  b e n e fit f ro m  the m odern  w ith 

out lo s in g  the t ra d it io n a l appears to  be d e tr im e n ta l to  women m 

Taiw an. A  woman who has experienced  some autonom y and econom ic 

independence be fo re  m a rr ia g e  m ig h t w e ll f in d  a rrangem ents  a fte r 

m a rr ia g e  con fin ing . The is o la t io n  and f ru s tra t io n  o f m id d le  class 

described  by D iam ond is  a new phenomenon m  Taiw an, but i t  is  one

* C hina P o s t, T a ip e i, Ta iw an. M ay 11, 1975, p. 2.

9
D iam ond, op. c i t . ,  pp. 857-868.
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w ith  w h ic h  A m e r ic a n  and Japanese  w o m e n  a re  v e r y  f a m i l ia r .  T r a d i 

t io n a l abu ses  a ls o  re m a in .  T h a t th e  r e v is e d  f a m i ly  code does no t

f u l ly  p r o te c t  w o m e n  is  e v id e n ce d  b y  th e  s u ic id e s  o f w o m e n  w ho cann o t

1 2 s o lv e  f a m i ly  p ro b le m s .  A c c o rd in g  to  H uang , in  a s tu d y  o f s e x - r o le

s te re o ty p e s  and s e l f  c o n ce p ts , T a iw a n e s e  w o m e n  a ls o  c o n tin u e  to  h o ld

a lo w  o p in io n  o f th e m s e lv e s  and t h e i r  c a p a b il i t ie s .

E m p h a s is  on a s tro n g  and u n ite d  fa m i ly ,  h o w e v e r , p ro v id e s  

s e c u r ity  f o r  T a iw a n e s e  g i r l s .  T he  m o th e rs  w ith  w h o m  I  ta lk e d  

e x h ib ite d  w a rm th  and a f fe c t io n  to w a rd  t h e i r  m a r r ia g e a b le  d a u g h te rs , 

and so m e  a d m it te d  th a t th e y  w e re  n o t a n x io u s  fo r  a m a r r ia g e  to  be  

a r ra n g e d  " to o  soon . "  Y oung  m a r r ie d  w o m e n  and s in g le  w o rk in g  

w o m e n  l i v in g  aw ay  f r o m  hom e m a k e  f re q u e n t  v is i t s  to  t h e ir  m a te rn a l 

hom e and m a in ta in  c lo s e  c o n ta c ts  w i th  b r o th e r s  and s is te r s  th ro u g h  

v is i t s  o r  te le p h o n in g . I  a ls o  o b s e rv e d  in  th e  p re s s  d a i ly  r e p o r ts  o f 

fa th e rs  o r  b r o th e r s  in te rc e d in g  in  a f a m i ly  f ig h t  to  p ro te c t  a fe m a le  

r e la t iv e  f r o m  an a b u s iv e  husband o r  m o th e r - in - la w .

T h a t th e  f a m i ly  re m a in s  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  to  T a iw a n e s e  w o m e n  

is  in d ic a te d  b y  t h e i r  re s p o n s e s  to  m y  q u e s tio n , "W h a t m a ke s  a

*1 w a s  u n a b le  to  o b ta in  f ig u r e s  f o r  s u ic id e  in  T a iw a n , b u t b o th  
th e  C h in e s e  and E n g lis h  p re s s  r e p o r t  s u ic id e s  o r  s u ic id e  a tte m p ts  
a lm o s t  d a i ly .

2
H u ang , L u c y  J e n , "S ex R o le  S te re o ty p e s  and S e lf  C oncep ts  

A m o n g  A m e r ic a n  and C h in e se  S tu d e n ts . "  J o u rn a l o f  C o m p a ra tiv e  
F a m ily  S tu d ie s , V o l.  I I ,  No. 2 (A u tu m n , 1971), p . 229 .
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wom an's l i fe  a happy one?" A l l  bu t f iv e  re p o rte d  a d e s ire  fo r  a good 

husband, good c h ild re n , o r a happy fa m ily  l i fe .  The o the r fiv e  

responses a re  in te re s t in g  because the wom en do not share  s im ila r  

backgrounds o r  expe riences , and th e ir  answ ers ( " to  w o rk  hard and 

be a m b itio u s , "  " to  get m uch m oney, " " to  be courageous, "  " to  g ra d 

uate f ro m  a good co lleg e , " and " to  do som eth ing  m e a n ing fu l") a re  a ll 

d iffe re n t.

W omen in  Ta iw an are constan tly  bom barded  th rough  the m ass 

m edia w ith  h o r ro r  s to r ie s  about the tre a tm e n t o f women on the m a in 

land. The wom en I  in te rv ie w e d  be lie ved  these s to r ie s  and in  c o m p a r i

son view ed th e ir  own p o s itio n  on Ta iw an w ith  p r id e . B e tte r educated 

women expressed  d is s a tis fa c tio n  w ith  a la c k  o f good paying jobs, but 

the o v e ra ll op in ion  o f th e ir  status was p o s it iv e .

The c u r re n t m otherhood cam paign re f le c ts  not on ly a d e s ire  to 

p re s e rv e  t ra d it io n ,  bu t a lso the "yo  y o "  na tu re  o f fem a le  em p loy

m ent in  a l l  c o u n tr ie s . Cook1 describ es  th is  phenomenon of em p loy

ing wom en when the  economy is  expanding, o r  a shortage o f m a les 

e x is ts , and then rem oving, them  fro m  the  la b o r  fo rc e  when the 

economy c o n tra c ts  and unem ploym ent fo r  m a les  becom es a p ro b le m .

1Ccok, A l ic e  H . , The W ork ing  M o th e r: A  Survey o f P rob lem s 
and P ro g re s s  in  N ine  C o u n trie s . Ithaca , New Y o rk : New Y o rk  
State School o f In d u s tr ia l and Labo r R e la tio n s , 1975. P . 41.
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D iam ond1 suggests tha t the N a tio n a lis ts ’ p o lic y  of ra p id  u rb a n iz a tio n  

and expansion of fo re ig n  ca p ita l encourages "s h o r t- te rm , low  paid 

em p loym ent fo r  women. "  In o rd e r  to  fa c il ita te  the m ovem ent o f 

wom en in  and out o f the w o rk  fo rc e , th e re  m ust be some ju s t i f ic a t io n  

fo r  a re tu rn  to  hea rth  and home when jobs a re  sca rce . W ifehood and 

m otherhood  have tra d it io n a lly  p roved  use fu l in  accom p lish ing  th is  

end in  a l l  so c ie tie s .

W omen in  Ta iw an p e rce ive  a trem endous im p ro ve m e n t in  th e ir  

p o s itio n , but they  a re  a lso  aw are th a t m uch rem a ins  to  be done.

G iven the c u rre n t p o lit ic a l s itu a tio n , an organ ized m ovem ent d e d i

cated s o le ly  to  wom en 's issues is  im p o s s ib le . Women a c tive  in  educa

tio n , fa m ily  p lann ing, ch ild  w e lfa re , and business w ith  whom  I ta lked  

expressed fru s tra t io n  w ith  the gove rnm en t, but they a lso e xh ib ited  

re m a rk a b le  patience and a co n v ic tio n  tha t even tua lly  th e ir  " is s u e s "  

would re c e iv e  some p r io r i ty .  A l l  o f the women I in te rv ie w e d  he ld  

h igh  expecta tions fo r  th e ir  fem a le  c h ild re n . Some expressed a 

d e s ire  fo r  econom ic s e c u rity  and a "m o d e rn " husband fo r  th e ir  

daugh te rs . O thers hope fo r  c a re e rs , econom ic independence, and a 

fu lf i l lm e n t  o f th e ir  daughters ' p o te n tia l. They a re  o p t im is t ic  th a t 

th e ir  d e s ire s  w i l l  be re a lize d .

1D iam ond, op. c i t . ,  p„ 871.
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C H A l ’T t k  I V  

THE STATUS OF JAP AN ESE W OMEN

Japanese Women A fte r  the M e ij i  R es to ra tio n  

T h e re  a re  m any s im ila r it ie s  in  the  p o s itio n  of Japanese women 

a fte r  the R e s to ra tio n  and women in  Ta iw an du rin g  the Japanese 

c o lo n iza tio n . L ik e  th e ir  Taiwanese s is te rs ,  Japanese women w ere  

expected to  be subse rv ien t to  m en and to  the k in sh ip  group. The 

M e ij i re fo rm s , which estab lished a new o rd e r in  Japan, d id l i t t le  to  

enhance th e ir  s ta tus. In fa c t, th e re  is  som e evidence that the p o s itio n  

o f wom en d e te r io ra te d . The M e ij i c iv i l  re fo rm s  cod ified  pa tte rns  o f 

b e h a v io r in  w h ich  the re  had p re v io u s ly  been m uch v a ria tio n . F o r  

exam p le , the M e ij i C iv il Code estab lished  m a le  p rim o g e n itu re  w h ich  

excluded wom en fro m  in h e r it in g  p ro p e r ty  and leadersh ip  o f the iye .

In feuda l Japan fem a les had som etim es been named as successor to  

the iy e , in h e r it in g  both the fa m ily  p ro p e r ty  and leadersh ip  o f the iy e . 

Even the  household sphere, w here  wom en had tra d it io n a lly  he ld  s ig n i

f ic a n t p ow e r, was taken fro m  them . A r t ic le  804 o f the C iv il Code 

sta ted , " In  everyday household m a tte rs  the w ife  sh a ll be regarded  as

1Suenari, M ich io , Josh i, S e ish in , " F i r s t  C h ild  Inheritance  in  
Japan. "  E thno logy, Vo lum e X I, N um ber 2 (A p r i l  1972), 122-126.
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a s u b s t itu te  f o r  h e r  husband. " *

M a r r ia g e  in  M e i j i  Japan , as in  T a iw a n , w as c o n s id e re d  a c o n 

t r a c t  b e tw e e n  tw o  fa m i l ie s .  A l l  w o m e n  w e re  expec ted  to  m a r r y  and 

th e re  w as no p la c e  in  the  s o c ie ty  f o r  th o s e  w ho d id  n o t. M a r r ia g e s  

w e re  a r ra n g e d  b y  a g o -b e tw e e n , and a lth o u g h  g i r l s  w e re  n o t o r d in 

a r i l y  fo rc e d  in to  a m a r r ia g e  a g a in s t t h e i r  w is h e s , th e y  w e re  e x p e c te d  

to  a c c e p t a "good  m a tc h . "  C u s to m a r i ly ,  th e  g i r l  saw  the  m a n  o n ly  

once o r  tw ic e  b e fo re  the  m a r r ia g e  c e re m o n y . Upon e n te r in g  th e  new  

fa m i ly ,  she w a s  expe c ted  to  be t o ta l ly  o b e d ie n t and s u b s e rv ie n t  to  h e r  

new  in - la w s ,  h e r  f i r s t  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  b e in g  to  p le a se  th e m , n o t h e r  

husband . She re m a in e d  p o w e r le s s  u n t i l  th e  b i r t h  o f h e r  f i r s t  c h i ld .

I f  she had m a r r ie d  th e  e ld e s t son , she  g ra d u a lly  assum ed  r e s p o n s ib i l 

i t y  f o r  th e  e n t ir e  h o u se h o ld , b u t h e r  p o s it io n  w as no t re c o g n iz e d  b y  

la w , o n ly  b y  c u s to m .

T he  Jap a n e se  w ife  a ls o  had to  co n te n d  w ith  a doub le  s ta n d a rd  

w h ic h  a llo w e d  m e n  to ta l  s e x u a l f re e d o m , b u t r ig id ly  e n fo rc e d  fe m a le  

f id e l i t y .  W e a lth y  m e n  o fte n  ke p t a m is t r e s s  o u ts id e  th e  h o m e , b u t 

m a n y  b ro u g h t h e r  in to  the  house  to  s e rv e  as a m a id . V i r g in  fe m a le  

a tte n d a n ts  w e re  r e fe r r e d  to  as " th e  h o n o u ra b le  p u re "  and n o n - v i r g in s  

as " th e  h o n o u ra b le  im p u re .  "  T he  c h i ld r e n  o f such  "h o n o u ra b le

*K o y a m a , T a k a s h i,  The  C h a n g in g  S o c ia l P o s it io n  o f W om en  in  
Ja p a n . S w itz e r la n d : U N ESC O , 1961, p . 85.
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im p u r e s "  c o u ld  be  adop ted  b y  th e  m a s te r  o f th e  h o u se h o ld  a t w h ic h  

t im e  th e  b io lo g ic a l  m o th e r  gave up a l l  r ig h ts  to  th e  c h i ld .  N o t u n t i l  

h e r  d e a th , w h e n  h e r  nam e w as e n te re d  on th e  fa m i ly  ta b le t ,  w a s  she 

re c o g n iz e d  as a n y th in g  b u t a s e rv a n t.

T he  r ig h t  to  sue f o r  d iv o rc e  w as g ra n te d  to  w om en  as e a r ly  as 

1872, and a c c o rd in g  to  B a c o n ,* w a s  f a i r l y  co m m o n  am ong  lo w e r  

c la s s  w o m e n  w h o  had som e e c o n o m ic  in d e p e n d e n ce . W om en o f th e  

u p p e r c la s s e s ,  h o w e v e r, found  d iv o rc e  m u c h  m o re  d i f f ic u l t .  B e cause  

d e sce n t w as t ra c e d  th ro u g h  th e  m a le  l in e ,  c h i ld re n  re m a in e d  w ith  the  

fa th e r 's  f a m i ly  a f te r  a d iv o rc e .  D iv o r c e  w as m o s t o fte n  in i t ia te d  b y  

th e  b o y ’ s f a m i ly  f o r  any  o f th e  seven  C o n fu c ia n  g ro u n d s  f o r  d iv o rc e .

I t  co u ld  be  a c c o m p lis h e d  b y  a s h o r t  no te  to  th e  g i r l ’ s fa m i ly ,  c o m -  

m m o n ly  te rm e d  " th e  th re e  and a h a l f  l in e  n o te , "  because  o f i t s  c o n 

c is e n e s s . " T h is  w o m a n  does n o t m e e t th e  w a y  o f m y  fa m i ly ,  "  

s u f f ic e d .  I t  i s  in te re s t in g  th a t as th e  p o w e r  o f the  p a t r ia r c h  d e c re a s e d ,

so d id  th e  d iv o rc e  ra te .  In  1885 th e  r a te  w as 3 p e rc e n t.  B y  1930 i t

2
had d e c re a s e d  to  0. 8 p e rc e n t.

In  c o n t ra s t  to  T a iw a n , fe m a le  c h i ld r e n  in  Japan  w e re  t re a te d  

w e l l  w i th in  th e  f a m i ly  and g iv e n  m u c h  lo v e  and a tte n tio n . F o o t

* B a c o n , A l ic e  M a b e l, Japa nese  G ir ls  and W om en . B o s to n : 
H ough tpn  M i f f l i n  C o m pa ny , 1891. P . 66.

2
K o y a m a , op . c i t . , p . 46 .
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b in d in g  w a s  n o t p ra c t ic e d  and , u n t i l  th e  age o f s ix  o r  se ve n , th e y  w e re  

a llo w e d  to  p la y  f r e e ly  w ith  g i r l s  and b o ys  o f th e  sam e age . Som e 

g i r l s  w e re  ta u g h t to  re a d  and tu to re d  in  dan ce , f lo w e r  a r ra n g in g ,  

m u s ic ,  and the  v a r io u s  c e re m o n ie s  th a t  w e re  so m u ch  a p a r t  o f 

Ja p a n e se  l i f e .  T h is  t r a in in g  in v o lv e d  le a rn in g  how to  w a lk ,  s i t ,  open 

d o o rs , a d d re s s  th e  husband, p le a s e  th e  in - la w s ,  e tc . A f te r  th e  age 

o f se ve n , h o w e v e r, g i r l s  w e re  r ig i d ly  s e g re g a te d  f ro m  boys and 

r ig o r o u s  t r a in in g  in  s u b m is s io n  be g a n . C o n fu c ia n is m  and B u d d h is m  

le a n t m o r a l  s u p p o r t to  s e g re g a tio n  o f th e  sexes  and the  in f e r io r i t y  o f 

w o m e n . B y  th e  t im e  o f th e  M e i j i  R e s to ra t io n  the  s a m u ra i code o f 

b e h a v io r  re g u la t in g  re la t io n s h ip s  b e tw e e n  m e n  and w o m en  o f th a t  

c la s s  had  f i l t e r e d  dow n to  a f fe c t  th e  c o m m o n  p e o p le .

U n iv e rs a l e d u c a tio n  f o r  w o m e n  w a s  th e  o n ly  m a jo r  change in s t i 

tu te d  d u r in g  th e  R e s to ra t io n  w h ic h  a lte re d  so m e w h a t the  p o s it io n  o f 

w o m e n . A  d e s ire  f o r  u n iv e rs a l l i t e r a c y  b y  th e  r e fo r m e r s  le d  to  

e s ta b lis h m e n t o f th e  f i r s t  g i r l s '  p u b lic  s c h o o l in  1872. E q u a l i ty  o f 

e d u c a tio n  w as m e n tio n e d , b u t,  in  fa c t ,  g i r l s  w e re  p ro v id e d  w ith  

s c h o o lin g  o n ly  th ro u g h  th e  s ix th  g ra d e . T he  ju s t i f ic a t io n  c ite d  f o r  

e d u c a tio n  o f w o m e n  w as to  m a ke  th e m  b e t te r  w iv e s  and m o th e r s - -  

n o t to  in c lu d e  th e m  fu l ly  in  the  new  J a p a n . B y  1891 th e  s e g re g a tio n  

o f g i r l s  and b o ys  a f te r  th e  t h i r d  g ra d e  had bee n  im p le m e n te d . In  

1899 th e  G ir ls  H ig h  Schoo l O rd in a n c e  e s ta b lis h e d  m id d le  s c h o o ls  f o r  

g i r l s .
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D esp ite  a la ck  o f genuine com m itm en t to  equal education, the

num bers  o f women re c e iv in g  schoo ling  a t a ll le ve ls  in c rea sed  ra p id ly .

B y 1910, 97 percen t o f p r im a ry  school age g ir ls  w ere  a ttend ing  school

and 26 pe rcen t of a l l  m idd le  school p u p ils  w ere  fe m a le .*  I t  was at

the h ig h e r le ve ls  o f the educationa l system  that d is c r im in a tio n

aga ins t women was m ost accute. C u rr ic u la  in  w om en 's h igh schools

em phasized "w o m an ly " a r ts  and c ra fts ,  p lus c la s s ic ia l l i te ra tu re  and

e th ic s . Gre a t Lea rn ing  fo r  Women, w r it te n  in  the 17th cen tu ry , was

used to  teach women th e ir  m o ra l ob liga tions to  husband and fa m ily .

A wom an has no m a s te r but h e r husband whom she should 
se rve  w ith  respec t and h u m ility ,  never w ith  a l ig h t a ttitu de  
and d is re sp e c t. In -a  w o rd , the way o f woman is  obedience.
To h e r husband she should be subm iss ive  and ha rm on ious , 
se rv in g  h im  w ith  gen tle  and hum ble exp ress ion  o f the  face 
and speech. N ever should she be im p a tie n t and w i l l fu l ,  p roud  
and im p e rtin e n t. T h is  is  he r f i r s t  duty. She should abso lu te ly  
fo llo w  the husband's teach ing  and w a it fo r  h is  d ire c t io n  in  
eve ry th in g  of w h ich  she is  not su re . I f  the husband puts a 
question  to he r, she should answ er in  the c o r re c t m anne r.
An incom p le te  answ er is  a p iece o f in c iv i l i t y  not to  be 
excused. I f  the husband gets a n g ry  and acts a c co rd in g ly , 
she should fe a r and be ru le d  by h im ; never c o n tra d ic t h im .
The husband is  Heaven to  the w ife . D isobeying Heaven on ly 
in c u rs  righ teous pun ishm ent.^

U n iv e rs ity  education was considered unnecessary fo r  women 

and none w e re  adm itted  to  the Im p e r ia l u n iv e rs it ie s . B y 1910 a few

* lo c . c i t . , p. 22.

2
Ish im o to , Baroness Shidzue, Fac ing  Two Ways: The S to ry  

o f M y L i fe . London: C a sse ll and Company, L td . ,  1935. P . 287.
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wom en entered p r iv a te  u n iv e rs it ie s ,  bu t they w e re  cons ide red  strange 

and w e re  ig no red  by  th e ir  fe llo w  students. By 1928 th e re  w e re  only 

37 co lleges fo r  women w ith  14,127 students com pared w ith  222 fo r

m en e n ro llin g  161,430 s c h o la rs .1

2
Bacon re p o rts  tha t in c re a s in g  education w ithou t concom itan t 

change in  m a rr ia g e  and fa m ily  re la tio n sh ip s  c rea ted  m uch f r u s t r a 

tio n  fo r  women. A g i r l  was often fo rced  to  leave h igh  schoo l to

m a r r y  and h e r education on ly  made subserv ience m o re  d is ta s te fu l.

3Ish im o to , in  her au tob iog raphy, describes the d if f ic u lty  o f t ry in g  to

syn thes ize  h e r tra d it io n a l u p b ring ing  w ith  a w e s te rn  education w h ile

p re s e rv in g  h e r m a rr ia g e .

So a fte r  a l l I  had a re g u la r feudal lo rd  at hom e. The 
on ly  th ing  tha t was absent fro m  the p ic tu re  was the p e rfe c t 
feuda l w ife . The days and m onths w ore on as i f  we w e re  
t ra v e ll in g  o ve r a d e s e rt. But m y  devotion to  m y  husband 
neve r changed; I  continued to  p ra y  tha t I m ig h t be ab le  to  
re juvena te  id e a lis m  a long p ro g re ss ive  lin e s . I a sp ire d  to 
conduct m y s e lf as fa r  as could be done acco rd ing  to  what is  
taught in  the book o f G rea t Lea rn ing  fo r  W omen . . . .

In add ition  to  enhanced educationa l o p p o rtu n itie s , wom en in

Japan w e re  an im p o rta n t p a r t  o f the la b o r fo rc e  in  the e a r ly  stages

o f in d u s tr ia liz a t io n . U n fo rtu n a te ly , the na ture  o f th e ir  la b o r  d id

no t lead to  any s ig n if ic a n t im p rovem en t in  th e ir  s ta tu s . P r io r  to

^ lo c . c i t . , p. 364. ^ Ish im o to , op. c i t . , p. 311.

2
Bacon, op. c i t . ,  pp. 78-79.
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in d u s tr ia liz a t io n , fem a le  la b o r was im p o rta n t in  a g r ic u ltu re , in  the

s i lk  in d u s try - -w h e re  women c o n tro lle d  the e n tire  p rodu c tion  o f

s i lk - - o n  tea  p lan ta tions , and in  the  fis h in g  in d u s try . Women w e re

f i r s t  em ployed as fa c to ry  w o rk e rs  in  the te x t ile  in d u s try . B y  1900

ove r 260, 000 u n m a rrie d  women (ages 14-20) w e re  liv in g  in  fa c to ry

d o rm ito r ie s  and w o rk in g  11 to  14 hou rs  a day in  the m i l l s . * M ost

wom en signed a th re e -y e a r  c o n tra c t, p lann ing  to  w o rk  u n t il they

had saved enough m oney fo r  a wedding d re s s . That cond itions in

such m i l ls  w e re  less  than p leasan t is  in d ica te d  by the d e se rtio n

ra te , w h ich  was re p o rte d  a t ove r 50 pe rce n t d u rin g  the f i r s t  s ix

2
m onths o f em ploym ent.

W om en and c h ild re n  w e re  a lso  em ployed in  the coa l m ines , 

re m o v in g  the coal in  baskets a fte r  m en had lossened i t  w ith  p ic k s .

O
Is h im o to  describes  these wom en, h a lf-n a ke d , c ra w lin g  on th e ir  

b e llie s ,  o ften  w ith  a baby strapped on th e ir  backs. In 1920,

730,000 w om en w e re  em ployed in  m i l ls  and ove r 70, 000 in  thn 

m in e s .^  R egu la tion  of fem a le  and c h ild  la b o r was in s titu te d  in

  __  y

*K oyam a , op. c i t . ,  p. 13. 

o
K uzne ts , Simon, M oore , W ilb e r t  E . . and Spengler, Joseph 

J . (E d s .), E conom ic  G row th: B r a z i l ,  Ind ia , Japan. D u rham ,
N o rth  C a ro lin a : Duke U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1955. P. 575.

^ lo c . c i t . ,  pp. 166-168.

4lo c . c i t . , p. 277.
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1905, b u t n o t e n fo rc e d  u n t i l  1915. The  m in im u m  age w as s e t a t 

12, e x c e p t f o r  " l ig h t  w o rk ,  "  w h e re  c h i ld re n  as youn g  as 10 y e a rs  

m ig h t  be  e m p lo y e d . The w o rk  day  w as re d u c e d  to  12 h o u rs  w ith  

one h o u r  f o r  r e s t .  N ig h t w o rk  w a s  no t p ro h ib ite d  u n t i l  1929. The 

d e v e lo p m e n t o f heavy  in d u s t r y  and a rm a m e n ts  m a n u fa c tu r in g  g r a d 

u a l ly  in c re a s e d  th e  n u m b e rs  o f w o m e n  in  th e  w o rk  fo rc e .  B y  1940 

th e re  w e re  o v e r  120 ,000  fe m a le  m e c h a n ic s .*  As the  m e n  w e re  

m o b il iz e d ,  w o m e n  in  J a p a n - -a s  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s - - re p la c e d  

them  in  in d u s t r y ,  g o v e rn m e n t, h e a lth ,  and edu ca tio n .

A lth o u g h  w o m en  w e re  im p o r ta n t  in  the  w o rk  fo rc e ,  e s p e c ia l ly

in  p ro s p e ro u s  t im e s ,  th e y  w e re  d e n ie d  p o l i t ic a l  r ig h ts .  A t  the  f i r s t

m e e t in g  o f th e  D ie t  in  1890, w o m e n  w e re  p ro h ib ite d  f r o m  p o l i t ic a l

a c t iv i t ie s  in c lu d in g  a tte n d in g  p o l i t ic a l  m e e tin g s . " U n iv e r s a l"

s u f fra g e  w a s  g iv e n  to  m e n  in  1925, b u t w hen  s u f fra g e tte s  p re s e n te d

a p e t it io n  in  1927 a s k in g  f o r  the  v o te , th e y  w e re  to ld  b y  the  H o m e

M in is te r ,  "G o  b a c k  to  y o u r  h om e  and w a sh  y o u r  b a b ie s ' c lo th e s ;

th a t is  the jo b  g iv e n  to  y o u  and th e re  is  the  p la c e  in  w h ic h  y o u  a re  

2
e n t it le d  to s i t .  "  W om en c o n tin u e d  to  dem and  the  r ig h t  to  v o te , b u t 

b y  1937 t h e ir  m o v e m e n t w as s u p p re s s e d  b y  c o n s e rv a tiv e  fo rc e s  

w i th in  th e  g o v e rn m e n t.

*K o y a m a , op. c i t . , p . 99.

^ lo c .  c i t . , p . 366.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



5 4

U n like  Taiw anese women, Japanese wom en have a long 

h is to ry  of o rg a n iz in g  fo rm a lly  to p ro m o te  w om en 's  issues. In 

1911 the Seito Socie ty (B lue Stocking Socie ty) was organ ized by 

l i t e r a r y  wom en in  Japan. Dedicated to  s o c ia lis m  and freedom  fo r  

wor.ien, the g roup  was even tua lly  disbanded because of inadequate 

funds and re p re s s io n  by the governm ent. A Socie ty fo r  the A dvance

m ent o f W om en's Education was crea ted  by m a le  and fem ale 

educato rs  in  1919, but th is  o rgan iza tion  a lso  m et w ith  l i t t le  success. 

A no the r g roup  o rgan ized  a fte r  W orld  W ar I was dedicated to the 

em anc ipa tion  o f women. The S h in fu jin  K yo ka i, o r  New W om en's 

A sso c ia tio n , was a response to the w o r ld -w id e  in te re s t in  dem ocracy 

and s e lf-d e te rm in a tio n  w h ich  spread ra p id ly  at the end of the w a r.

The Japanese governm ent was a lso  a c tive  in  o rgan iz ing  wom en. 

O r ig in a lly ,  em phasis was placed on w om en 's  c u ltu re  and education; 

la te r ,  these o rgan iza tion s  prom oted  n a tio n a lis m  and, d u rin g  the w a r, 

na tiona l defense. The W om en's P a tr io t ic  Socie ty was founded in  

1901, the G rea t Japanese Fede ra tion  o f W om en's A ssoc ia tions  in  

1930, and the N a tiona l Defense W om en's Socie ty du ring  W orld  W ar 

I I .

Some Japanese m en w e re  a lso  in vo lve d  in  e a r ly  s trug g le s  to  

e levate  the p o s itio n  o f women. In 1898 H u k ich i Fukuzawa pub lished  

C r it ic is m s  on the G rea t Lea rn ing  fo r  W omen and Revised G reat 

L e a rn in g  fo r  W omen a tta ck ing  the old m o ra l code. Many l i t e r a r y
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m en and a r t is ts  co n tr ib u te d  m o ra l and f in a n c ia l support to  the 

wom en 's su ffrage  m ovem ent in  the e a r ly  tw e n tie s . The support o f 

Home M in is te r  Kenzo Adach i re s u lte d  in  passage of a House of 

R epresen ta tives in it ia te d  fra n ch ise  b i l l  in  1930, but the b i l l  was 

defeated in  the House of P e e rs . A f te r  1930, how ever, in c re a s in g ly  

po w e rfu l conse rva tive  e lem ents in  Japanese so c ie ty  even tua lly  

s ilenced both  wom en and th e ir  m a le  s u p p o rte rs . It was not u n til 

the occupation o f Japan by A m e rica n  fo rce s  tha t wom en 's r ig h ts  

became an im p o rta n t issue  once again.

W omen in  Japan A f te r  W orld  W ar I I

A ra d ic a l change in  the p o s itio n  of wom en in  Japan a fte r  the 

second W orld  W ar was im posed on Japan b y  the A m e ric a n  fo rce s  

th rough  m ass ive  in s titu t io n a l changes. D is lo c a tio n  o f the popula

tion , a shortage o f Japanese m en, la rg e -s c a le  fem a le  p a rt ic ip a tio n  

in  the w a rtim e  w o rk  fo rc e , and the A m e ric a n  presence con tribu ted  

to the in i t ia l  ease w ith  w h ich  changes w e re  im p lem en ted  and 

accepted in  Japan.

The c u rre n t co n s titu tio n , d ra f+ed by G enera l Douglas 

M a c A rth u r 's  s ta ff- -a n d  o f f ic ia l ly  p rom u lga ted  on 3 M ay, 1947-- 

conta ins th re e  a r t ic le s  guarantee ing e q u a lity  o f women in  Japan. 

A r t ic le  14 p ro h ib its  d is c r im in a tio n  in  p o l it ic a l,  econom ic and 

so c ia l re la tio n s ; A r t ic le  24 es tab lishes m a rr ia g e  by m u tua l consent,
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freedom  o f d iv o rc e  and equal p ro p e rty  and in h e rita n ce  r ig h ts ;

A r t ic le  44 p e rm its  women to  be e lected  to  the House of R ep re sen ta 

tives and the House of C o u n c illo rs .

M a jo r  re v is io n s  in  educational p o lic y , fa m ily  law, and la b o r 

p ra c tic e s  w e re  necessary to  com ply w ith  the new cons titu tion  and 

these w e re  spee d ily  accom plished. The Fundam enta l Law o f E duca 

tio n , put in to  e ffec t in  1947, p rov ided  fo r  equal educational o p p o r

tu n it ie s  and estab lished the p r in c ip le  o f co-education, These 

p ro v is io n s  w e re  so ra p id ly  im p lem ented  tha t by 1947, S9. 6 p e rce n t 

of m id d le  schoo ls and 57. 9 percen t o f s e n io r h igh schools w e re  

c o -e d u c a tio n a l.*  U n iv e rs it ie s  a lso  began to  e n ro ll women. It 

should be noted tha t equal education fo r  wom en had long been a goa l 

of Japanese educators and th e ir  su p p o rt and com m itm en t to  the

2new law  was essen tia l to its  success fu l im p lem en ta tion . Koyam a 

re p o r ts  that the re  was some re s is ta n ce  to co-education  by  m em b e rs  

of the D ie t and the popula tion g e n e ra lly . In  a survey conducted by 

the M in is t r y  o f Education in  1954, la rg e  num bers of students and 

th e ir  p a re n ts  continued to d isagree  w ith  the p r in c ip le  of co -edu ca 

tion . A lth o u g h  m os t pub lic  sen io r h igh  schoo ls a re  co -educa tiona l, 

p r iv a te  s e n io r h igh  schools continue to  separa te  th e ir  students by

* lo c . c i t . , p. 26.

2
lo c . c i t . ,  p. 27.
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s e x .

T h e re  has been  a r a p id  in c re a s e  in  the  n u m b e r o f fe m a le  

s tu d e n ts  e n ro l le d  in  Jap a n e se  c o lle g e s  and u n iv e r s i t ie s ,  b u t the 

f ig u r e s  in d ic a te  th a t d is c r im in a t io n  s t i l l  e x is ts .  In  1950, 7. 7 

p e rc e n t  o f c o lle g e  and u n iv e r s i t y  s tu d e n ts  w e re  w o m e n . T h e  p e r 

ce n ta g e  in c re a s e d  to  13. 7 p e rc e n t  in  1960, bu t b y  1972 o n ly  1 8 .8

1
p e rc e n t o f the  s tu d e n ts  w e re  fe m a le .  M o s t fe m a le  s tu d e n ts  a re

e n ro l le d  in  t r a d i t io n a l ly  fe m a le  a re a s  o f s tu d y . The la rg e s t

n u m b e r  in  1972 w e re  s tu d y in g  in  th e  h u m a n it ie s  (1 0 2 ,0 7 0 ); h e a lth

and hom e  e c o n o m ic s  a ls o  in c lu d e d  la rg e  n u m b e rs  o f w o m e n . T h e re

w e re  5 ,8 7 3  fe m a le  s tu d e n ts  in  p h y s ic a l s c ie n c e , 2, 180 in  e n g in e e r -

2in g  and o n ly  th re e  w o m e n  s tu d y in g  n u c le a r  e n g in e e r in g .

C hanges in  f a m i ly  la w  to  c o m p ly  w ith  the  new  c o n s t itu t io n  

p ro d u c e d  a m o re  s ig n if ic a n t  b re a k  w ith  p a s t t r a d i t io n  th a n  d id  th e  

new  e d u c a tio n a l p o l ic ie s .  A lth o u g h  d iv o rc e  had been  p o s s ib le  f o r  

w o m e n  in  M e i j i  Ja p a n , the  s t ro n g  p a t r ia r c h a l fa m i ly  s y s te m  

n e u tra l iz e d  i t s  e f fe c t.  T he  new  c o n s t itu t io n  e s ta b lis h e d  th e  c o n 

ju g a l u n it  as the b a s is  o f f a m i ly  l i f e ,  g u a ra n te e in g  w o m e n  e q u a li ty  

w i th in  m a r r ia g e .  I t  w as o b v io u s ly  m u c h  m o re  d i f f ic u l t  f  o r  the

* Japa n  S ta t is t ic a l Y e a rb o o k  1 9 7 3 /7 4 . Japa n : B u re a u  o f 
S ta t is t ic s - ,  O ff ic e  o f the  P r im e  M in is te r .  P . 556.

2
lo c .  c i t . , p . 557.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



58

A m e ric a n s  to  en fo rce  th is  p ro v is io n  o f the c o n s titu tio n .

In c re a s in g  u rb a n iza tio n  and the education o f wom en in  Japan 

have had m o re  in fluence  on changing m a rr ia g e  p a tte rn s  than fo rm a l 

decrees . A study by the A lin is try  o f Lab o r in  1955 revea led  that 

lo ve  m a rr ia g e s  cons titu ted  on ly  25 pe rcen t of the to ta l in  urban 

a reas  and 13 percen t in  r u r a l a re a s .* B y 1974, how ever, t ra d it io n 

a l ly  a rra nged  m a rr ia g e  re p resen ted  on ly  37.2  pe rce n t o f a l l

2
Japanese weddings. A lthough  tra d it io n a l m a rr ia g e  is  m o re  frequent 

in  r u r a l Japan, the in fluence  of the m ass m ed ia  and the u rban iza tion  

of r u r a l  popula tions is  ra p id ly  unde rm in ing  a rranged  m a rr ia g e  and 

the p a tr ia rc h a l fa m ily .

In  Japan, as in  Ta iw an , the choice o f a love  m a rr ia g e  over an 

a rra n g e d  o r m ia i m a rr ia g e  does not e n ta il ig n o r in g  to ta lly  the 

w ishes  o f one 's fa m ily . In a study conducted in  1974, 38 percen t of 

u n m a rr ie d  women and 23 pe rce n t o f u n m a rrie d  m en sa id  tha t they 

w ou ld  consu lt w ith  th e ir  pa ren ts  o r  o the r c lose fa m ily  m em bers

3
b e fo re  se le c tin g  a m ate . The m a tc h m a k e r's  ro le  has not been

^Koyam a, op. c i t . ,  p. 42.

2
L e v in , Hannah, "W om en E m e rg in g  fro m  K im ono  Cocoon, 

Seeking S e lf-S u ffic ie n c y  in  a New Japan. "  Japan R e po rt, V o l. X X , 
No. 6 (M a rch  16, 1974), 1.

o
____________ , " P o ll  o f Japanese Women R eveals Changes

W ith  an U n d e rcu rre n t o f T ra d it io n . "  Japan R e p o rt, V o l. X X , No.
16 (August 16, 1974), 2.
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e n t i r e ly  abandoned e ith e r .  F e llo w  e m p lo y e e s , fe llo w  s tu d e n ts , 

r e la t iv e s ,  and fa m i ly  f r ie n d s  c o n tin u e  to  fu n c t io n  in fo r m a l ly  as 

m a tc h m a k e r ,  b r in g in g  to g e th e r  youn g  p e o p le  w hom  th e y  fe e l a re  a 

good m a tc h .

N u m e ro u s  s tu d ie s  have  been  con d u c te d  in  Japan  a t te m p t in g  to  

d o c u m e n t the re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  husband and w ife  in  m o d e rn  

Ja p a n . A lth o u g h  m a r r ie d  w o m e n  a re  f u l l y  in  c h a rg e  o f f a m i ly  

f in a n c e s ,  the  r e a r in g  o f  c h i ld r e n ,  and h o u se h o ld  m a n a g e m e n t, v e s 

tig e s  o f the  p a t r ia r c h a l  r e la t io n s h ip  re m a in  s tro n g . M o s t c o u p le s  

p r e fe r  th e  t r a d it io n a l d iv is io n  o f la b o r ,  w i th  th e  husband w o rk in g  

o u ts id e  w h ile  th e  w o m e n  m a in ta in  th e  hom e and c a re  f o r  the  c h i ld re n .  

F i f t y  p e rc e n t o f th e  h o u s e w iv e s , in  a s tu d y  cond uc te d  in  1973, s a id  

t h e i r  husbands n e v e r  h e lp  w ith  h o u se h o ld  c h o re s . W om en w ith

p ro fe s s io n a l o r  te c h n ic a l jo b s ,  h o w e v e r, re p o r te d  som e  a s s is ta n c e

1 2" f r o m  t im e  to  t im e .  "  L e v in  d e s c r ib e s  th e  absence  o f w o m e n  a t 

n ig h t on T o k y o 's  s t re e ts .  T he  t r a d i t io n  o f m e n  e n jo y in g  th e m s e lv e s  

in  b a r s  a f te r  w o rk ,  w h ile  th e  w o m e n  w a it  a t hom e ke e p in g  th e  d in n e r  

h o t, is  s t i l l  s t ro n g  in  Ja p a n e se  m a r r ia g e s .  M en  w ho c a l l  hom e  to  

r e p o r t  th a t th e y  w i l l  be  la te  a re  d e r id e d  b y  fe l lo w - w o r k e r s .

T he  d o u b le  s ta n d a rd  a ls o  c o n tin u e s  to  a f fe c t  Japa nese

* ib id .

2
L e v in ,  op. c i t . , p . 3.
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m a r r ia g e s .  T h e  g o v e rn m e n t o f f i c ia l ly  re g is te re d  i t s  d is a p p ro v a l 

o f p r o s t i t u t io n  w ith  the P ro s t i tu t io n  P re v e n t io n  L a w  in  1956, b u t 

"s e x  ju n k e ts "  to  T a ip e i and K o re a  b y  Japanese  b u s in e s s m e n  and 

o f f ic ia ls  a re  w id e ly  re p o r te d  in  the  p re s s .  A t t itu d e s  to w a rd  p r e 

m a r i ta l  se x  a re  ch a n g in g  am ong the  youn g , b u t in  a s tu d y  done b y  

the  Japanese  S o c ia l B e h a v io r  R e s e a rc h  In s t i tu te  4 0 .8  p e rc e n t o f 

g i r l s  1 5 -1 9  fa v o re d  p u r i t y  b e fo re  m a r r ia g e  c o m p a re d  w ith  1 4 .6  

p e rc e n t o f b o ys  the  sam e a g e .*  Japanese  w o m e n 's  m a g a z in e s  a re  

f i l le d  w ith  d is c u s s io n s  o f sex  and "h o w  to "  a r t ic le s ,  b u t th e re  is  no 

e v id e n ce  th a t  m a r r ie d  w o m e n  have beco m e  m o re  a c t iv e  s e x u a lly .

The a r t ic le s  m a y  m e re ly  be a r e f le c t io n  o f s e x u a l f r u s t r a t io n  

e x p e r ie n c e d  b y  m a r r ie d  w o m en .

D iv o rc e  s u its  in s t i tu te d  by w o m e n  have  in c re a s e d , b u t th e

o v e r a l l  r a te  re m a in s  lo w e r  than  in  M e i j i  Japan . The  d iv o rc e  ra te

o
in  1972 w as 1 .0 2  p e rc e n t as c o m p a re d  w ith  .7 4  p e rc e n t in  1960. 

C oup les  can  o b ta in  d iv o rc e  b y  m u tu a l co n se n t, w h ic h  does no t 

r e q u ire  le g a l p ro c e d u re s .  C o n te s ted  d iv o rc e s  a re  han d le d  in  th e  

D o m e s tic  C o u r t  and s u it  can be b ro u g h t f o r  u n c h a s tity ,  c ru e l t r e a t 

m e n t, d e s e r t io n ,  w a s te fu ln e s s , c r im e ,  d is e a s e , d if fe re n c e s  o f

* A s a h i,  Shukan, "G e n e ra t io n  G ap. "  The Japa n  In te r p r e te r ,  
V o l.  7, N o . 2 (S p r in g  1971), 154.

2
Japa n  S ta t is t ic a l Y e a rb o o k  1 9 7 3 /7 4 , op. c i t . ,  p . 31.
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c h a ra c te r ,  d is c o rd  w ith  p a re n ts  and eco n o m ic  d is ru p t io n .  W om en 

m o s t o fte n  se e k  d iv o rc e  f o r  u n c h a s tity  and c ru e l t re a tm e n t ;  m e n  fo r  

d i f fe re n c e  o f c h a ra c te r  and d is c o rd  w ith  p a re n ts .

R e v is io n  o f f a m i ly  la w  a ls o  p ro v id e d  fo r  e q u a l in h e r ita n c e  and 

p ro p e r ty  r ig h ts  f o r  w o m e n . U n d e r the o ld  s y s te m , a m a r r ie d  w om an 

co u ld  no t e n te r  in to  a le g a l c o n tra c t  w ith o u t h e r  h u s b a n d 's  p e r m is 

s io n . A lth o u g h  w o m e n  now  have  f u l l  p ro p e r ty  r ig h ts ,  m o s t p ro p e r ty  

a c q u ire d  a f te r  m a r r ia g e  is  re g is te re d  in  the h u s b a n d 's  na m e . P r im o 

g e n itu re  a ls o  re m a in s  s tro n g  as ev idenced  b y  the  p r a c t ic e  o f s ig n in g  

o f f  o n e 's  in h e r ita n c e  to  the e ld e s t son. T h e re  is  a ls o  a p r a c t ic a l 

re a s o n  f o r  th is  p ro c e d u re ;  i f  th e  fa m ily  p r o p e r ty  is  la n d , m o s t p lo ts  

a re  so s m a ll  th a t d iv id in g  th e  la n d  am ong a l l  d e sce n d e n ts  w o u ld  no t 

be e c o n o m ic .

Japa nese  w o m e n  c u r r e n t ly  c o n s titu te  abou t 38. 2 p e rc e n t o f the  

to ta l la b o r  f o r c e , 1 and th e  L a b o u r  S tandards  L a w , w h ic h  p ro te c ts  

th e m , is  c o m p re h e n s iv e . I t  p ro h ib its  d is c r im in a t io n  in  w a g e s , n ig h t 

w o rk ,  p e r i lo u s  o r  p o is o n o u s  w o rk ,  and w o rk  in  th e  m in e s .  I t  a lso  

p ro v id e s  f o r  the  s p e c ia l needs o i w om en , g ra n t in g  th e m  m e n s t ru a 

t io n  h o lid a y s ,  c h i ld - b i r t h  le a v e  and fre e  h o u rs  f o r  n u rs in g  an in fa n t.  

U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  the  la w  is  n o t r ig o r o u s ly  e n fo rc e d  and i t  does no t 

c o n t ro l d is c r im in a t io n  in  h i r in g ;  m any w o m e n 's  c o n tra c ts  c o n ta in

1 L e v in ,  op. c i t . ,  p . 3.
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c lauses re q u ir in g  them  to re s ig n  i f  they m a r r y  o r  become pregnant.

L ik e  th e ir  coun te rpa rts  in  Taiwan, w om en in  Japan tend to 

w o rk  a few ye a rs  be fo re  m a rr ia g e  and leave em ploym ent when the 

f i r s t  ch ild  a r r iv e s .  IVIore and m o re  a re  now re tu rn in g  to w o rk  at 

the same low  paying w o rk  a fte r  the youngest c h ild  enters school. 

T h ir ty -s e v e n  and s ix -te n th s  percen t o f w o rk in g  women are  under 

25 and 42. 9 p e rcen t a re  over 35.* A lthough the s ta r t in g  pay fo r  

women equais tha t o f m en, they a re  not p rom oted  and tend to  re m a in  

at lo w - le v e l,  lo w -p a y in g  jobs. T h ir ty -o n e  and one-ten th  percen t 

a re  em ployed as c le r ic a l w o rk e rs , 10.4 p e rce n t as sales c le rk s ,

13. 6 pe rcen t as s e rv ic e  w o rk e rs  and 10. 3 p e rce n t as te ch n ica l-

2 np ro fe ss io n a l w o rk e rs . The tendency to  v iew  wom en as a re v o lv 

in g  d o o r"  la b o r  fo rc e  and a la ck  o f com m itm en t to  fu l l  and perm anent 

em ploym ent o f women preven ts them fro m  ach iev ing  decent s a la r ie s . 

In 1973 the average wages o f women w e re  50. 2 pe rcen t of that paid 

m en.^ P a r t - t im e  fem a le  w o rke rs  a lso  a re  not e lig ib le  fo r  hea lth  

in su rance  and o the r fr in g e  benefits  ava ilab le  to  fu l l - t im e  em ployees. 

L a b o r unions a re  re lu c ta n t to  rep resen t women w o rk e rs  and have

1 B a ld w in , F ra n k , "T he  Id iom s o f C o n te m p o ra ry  Japan V . "
The Japan In te rp re te r , V o l. 8, No. 2 (S pring  1973), 240.

2 L e v in , op. c i t . , p. 3.

^ lo c . c it .  , p. 1.
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m a d e  n o  e f fo r t  to  h e lp  p a r t - t im e  w o m e n  im p ro v e  t h e ir  s a la r ie s  o r  

b e n e f its .

M a r r ie d  w o m e n  a re  b e c o m in g  an  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f th e  w o rk  

fo rc e  as a r e s u l t  o f la b o r  s h o r ta g e s  and th e  n e c e s s ity  f o r  tw o  

in c o m e s  to  m a in ta in  the  c u r re n t  s ta n d a rd  o f l iv in g .  In  1955, 20 p e r 

cen t o f w o rk in g  w o m e n  w e re  m a r r ie d ,  b u t b y  1972 the  n u m b e r had 

in c re a s e d  to  46 p e rc e n t.*  T h o se  w o m e n  w ho  r e tu r n  to  w o rk  a re  

o fte n  h ir e d  p a r t - t im e  by  co m p a n ie s  w h ic h  p ro v id e  buse j  to  p ic k  

th e m  up a f te r  the  c h i ld re n  le a v e  f o r  s c h o o l and r e tu rn  th e m  b e fo re  

th e  c h i ld r e n  com e  h om e . M any  c o m p a n ie s  have  a m a n d a to ry  r e t i r e 

m e n t age  o f 50 f o r  w o rk in g  w o m e n . Judg e  T a n ig u c h i S h ig e y o s h i, 

in  a ca se  u p h o ld in g  e a r ly  r e t i r e m e n t  f o r  w o m e n , ju s t i f ie d  h is  d e c i

s io n  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  m a n n e r:

W o m e n  g e n e ra lly  a re  p h y s io lo g ic a l ly  in f e r io r  to  m e n , and 
a f i f t y - f i v e  y e a r  o ld  w o m a n 's  w o rk in g  e f f ic ie n c y  is  e q u i
v a le n t  to  th a t o f a s e v e n ty -y e a r  o ld  m a n . Thus the  m a n d a 
t o r y  r e t i r e m e n t  o f w o m en  f iv e  y e a rs  e a r l ie r  th a n  m e n  is  
n o t d is c r im in a to r y  t re a tm e n t .

O b v io u s ly ,  i t  is  to  the  advan tage  o f a c o m p a n y  to  ge t r id  o f a w o m a n

w ho is  g e t t in g  m o re  pay  th ro u g h  s e n io r i t y  and h i r e  a young  w o m a n

a t lo w e r  w a g e s . T he  c u r re n t  e c o n o m ic  re c e s s io n  in  Japan  has

s e r io u s ly  a f fe c te d  w o rk in g  w o m e n  w h o  a re  b e in g  la id  o f f  in  la rg e

n u m b e rs . T he  " la s t  h ire d ,  f i r s t  f i r e d "  phe nom ena  a s s o c ia te d  w ith

1 2 
C o o k , op. c i t . ,  p . 1. B a ld w in , op. c i t . ,  p . 239.
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b la c k  w o rk e rs  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes a p p lie s  to  w o m e n  in  Japan , and 

e m p lo y m e n t o p p o r tu n it ie s  f o r  fe m a le  c o lle g e  g ra d u a te s  w i l l  be 

s e r io u s ly  l im i te d  b y  the c u r re n t  re c e s s io n .

D e s p ite  the la rg e  n u m b e rs  o f m a r r ie d  w o rk in g  w o m e n , th e  

p r e v a i l in g  n o rm  e n co u ra g e s  w o m en  to  sa y  a t h om e  and c a re  fo r  

t h e ir  c h i ld re n .  T h is  is  r e in fo r c e d  by  th e  n e c e s s ity  th a t m o th e rs  

tu to r  s c h o o l age y o u n g s te rs  so  th e y  can pass th e  e xa m s  n e c e s s a ry  

to  e n te r  a c o lle g e  p re p a ra to r y  h ig h  s c h o o l. The  P r im e  M in is te r 's  

O ff ic e  found  th a t 80 p e rc e n t o f 20, 000 w o m en  s u rv e y e d  b e lie v e  th a t 

m e n  sh o u ld  be  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  the  fa m i ly  in c o m e  and w o m e n  s h o u ld  

c a re  f o r  th e  h o m e . " M o re  th a n  h a lf  th o se  re s p o n d in g  to  the  q u e s tio n  

found  t h e i r  r a is o n  d 'e t r e  in  t h e ir  c h i ld re n  (c o m p a re d  to  o n ly  3 p e r 

c e n t in  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ).*  N e v e r th e le s s , e c o n o m ic  n e c e s s ity  is  

fo rc in g  m o re  and m o re  w o m en  to  re m a in  in  th e  la b o r  fo rc e  a f te r  the 

b i r t h  o f c h i ld re n  o r  to  r e - e n te r  w hen  the  c h i ld re n  go to  s c h o o l.

I f  a w o m an  chooses  to  re m a in  e m p lo y e d , she is  fa ce d  w ith  

in a d e q u a te  day  c a re  f a c i l i t ie s  f o r  h e r  s m a ll c h i ld re n .  M a n y  c e n te rs  

f o r  in fa n ts  and c h i ld r e n  u n d e r tw o  y e a rs  o f age a re  u n lic e n s e d  and 

v e r y  c ro w d e d . M o s t co m p a n ie s  p ro v id e  o n ly  a s ix -w e e k  m a te r n i ty  

le a v e  f o r  w o m e n , a f te r  w h ic h  t im e  th e y  a re  f i r e d .  T h e  N a tio n a l 

T e le c o m m u n ic a t io n  C o rp o ra t io n  is  an e x c e p tio n  to  th is  g e n e ra lis a t io n ,

^ o c .  c i t . , p . 243.
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g ra n t in g  a th r e e - y e a r  c h i ld  c a re  le a v e  and g u a ra n te e in g  a jo b  w hen 

the  w o m an  r e tu rn s  to  w o rk .

A s p e c ia l c a te g o ry  o f w o rk in g  w o m en  n o t in c lu d e d  in  la b o r  

s ta t is t ic s  a re  a g r ic u l t u r a l  w o rk e r s .  The  u rb a n iz a t io n  o f r u r a l  

Japan has le d  to  the  need fo r  m o re  cash  in c o m e  th a n  th e  o r d in a r y  

fa rm  p lo t  can p ro v id e .  M any  m e n  have sought p a y in g  jo b s  in  f a c to r 

ie s ,  le a v in g  m o s t o f  the  fa r m in g  c h o re s  to  their  w o m e n . In  the  

p a s t, these  fa rm in g  w o m e n  s u p p le m e n te d  the f a m i ly 's  in c o m e  by 

m a k in g  c h a rc o a l,  b a s k e ts , e tc . T o d a y , in c re a s in g  n u m b e rs  o f 

fa rm  w o m e n , l ik e  th e ir  u rb a n  s is te r s ,  a re  ta k in g  p a r t - t im e  jo b s , 

d o in g  the  fa rm  c h o re s  on w eekends o r  a f te r  r e tu rn in g  f r o m  w o rk  in  

fa c to r ie s .

The  new c o n s t itu t io n  a ls o  g u a ra n te e d  w o m en  p o l i t ic a l  e q u a l

i t y  and th e y  have  m ade  g re a t  s t r id e s .  W om en f i l l  5 p e rc e n t o f u p p e r 

le v e l n a t io n a l p o s ts  in  Japa n  c o m p a re d  w ith  1. 5 p e rc e n t in  the  

U n ite d  S ta tes  and 1 p e rc e n t in  G re a t B r i t a in  and C a n a d a .*  In  the  

la s t  tw o  g e n e ra l e le c t io n s  f o r  th e  House o f R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  (1969

and 1972) w o m e n  v o te rs  have  o u tn u m b e re d  m a le s  b y  a b o u t 1 .5  p e r -  

2
ce n t. B e ca u se  Japa n e se  w o m e n  e x e rc is e  th e ir  f ra n c h is e ,  th e y  

canno t be ig n o re d  b y  m a le  p o l i t ic ia n s .  C o n s e q u e n tly , s tu d ie s  and

*J o n e s , H . J . , "J a p a n e s e  W om en in  the  P o l i t ic s  o f the  
S e v e n t ie s ."  A s ia n  S u rv e y , V o l.  X V , N o . 8 (A u g u s t 1975), 708.

o
L e v in ,  op . c i t . ,  p . 6.
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p o lls  o f issues  w h ich  appeal to wom en m u s t be taken s e r io u s ly . 

U n fo rtu n a te ly  th e re  has not been a co rre sp o n d in g  in te re s t in  e le c t

ing  w om en to  the D ie t.

The f i r s t  genera l e lec tion  a fte r  the w a r saw 39 women e lected 

to  the House o f R epresen ta tives. The num ber has s tead ily  decreased 

and in  the 1972 e lec tion  only 7 o f 13 fe m a le  candidates w e re  e lected . 

In  the upper house 18 held seats a f te r  1974 m aking  a to ta l of 25 

wom en in  the D ie t today. In 1947 the D ie t contained 50 women. A 

p a r t ia l exp lana tion  fo r  the la rg e  num bers  o f women elected a fte r  the 

w a r is  th a t they acted as "s tand in s "  fo r  m a le  re la tiv e s  who w e re  

k il le d ,  o r  who w e re  not a llowed to  ru n  fo r  o ffic e  because of p o lit ic a l 

o r  m i l i t a r y  a c t iv it ie s  du ring  the w a r. The decrease in  num bers o f 

w om en e lected p robab ly  is  a re f le c t io n  o f the a ttitude  that wom en do 

not m ake good p o lit ic ia n s  because they  a re  too em otional and p a r 

o c h ia l.

An exce lle n t study by Jones* o f wom en vo te rs  in  the 1972 

e le c tio n  in d ica te s  that Japanese w om en tend to  vote p a rty  ra th e r  than 

cand ida te . In  f iv e  Tokyo w ards on ly  20 pe rcen t o f the women voted 

fo r  fe m a le  candidates and only h a lf  o f those voted fo r a candidate 

because she was a woman. M ost in te re s t in g  is  that tw o -th ird s  of 

the w om en surveyed voted independen tly , tha t is ,  w ithout consu lting

*Jones, op. c i t . ,  pp. 713-715.
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o the rs . Women vo te rs  w e re  m ost in te re s te d  in  liv e lih o o d  issues ,

so c ia l w e lfa re , p o llu tio n , housing and education.

D espite  the s ig n if ic a n t num bers of women vo ting , se ve ra l

studies ind ica te  tha t th e ir  p o lit ic a l awareness is  low . The P r im e

.M in is te r's  O ffice , in  a 1973 su rvey , found on ly  16 p e rce n t w ith  a

1 2high o r fa ir  amount o f in te re s t in  p o lit ic a l a f fa irs .  Jones re p o r ts  

that ove r 50 pe rce n t vo ting  d id not understand the m echan ism  of 

vo ting  fo r  a re v ie w  of the h igh court and le ft  th e ir  b a llo t b lank .

O nly 18.5 pe rcen t o f wom en read p o lit ic a l o r  econom ic news com 

pared w ith  67. 7 pe rcen t o f m en and only 7. 7 pe rcen t o f wom en watch

news com m en ta ries  and p o lit ic a l and econom ic p ro g ra m s  on te le -  

3
v is io n .

Needless to  say, m any men view  the fem a le  fra n c h is e  as a 

d e tr im e n t to  Japan. They accuse women of be ing m oody, em otiona l, 

and in tu it iv e , and not be ing  in te re s te d  in  na tiona l p o lic y . Women 

M P 's  a re  som etim es re fe r re d  to  as "D ie t F lo w e rs . "  A  com m on 

them e o f new spapers and m agazine a r t ic le s  is  tha t "the  w om en 's  

p o lit ic a l fra n c h is e  is  lead ing  the coun try  to  ru in . "

^B a ldw in , op. c i t . , p. 244.

9
Jones, op. c i t . ,  p . 714.

3
Japan R e p o rt, August 16, 1974, op. c i t . , p. 3.
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In  an e f fo r t  to p o l i t ic iz e  w o m e n , m a n y  w o m e n 's  g ro u p s  a re  

u n d e r ta k in g  p o l i t ic a l  e d u c a tio n a l p ro g ra m s .  I t  is  e s t im a te d  th a t  64 

p e rc e n t o f a l l  Japanese  w o m en  a re  m e m b e rs  o f one o r  m o re  o rg a n 

iz a t io n s . *  T h re e  m i l l io n  fa rm  w o m e n  b e lo n g  to  a g r ic u l t u r a l  c o o p e ra 

t iv e s  w h e re  th e y  a re  a c q u ir in g  s k i l l  in  e c o n o m ic  d e c is io n  m a k in g .

T he  S o c ia l is t  P a r ty  has been  o rg a n iz in g  food  b u y in g  c o o p e ra tiv e s  

w h ic h  h e lp  to  educa te  w om en  and r a l l y  th e m  a ro u n d  e c o n o m ic  is s u e s .  

The Lea gue  o f  W om en V o te rs  o f Jap a n  c o n d u c ts  s u rv e y s ,  p ro m o te s  

p o l i t ic a l  r ig h t s ,  and a tte m p ts  to  p ro v id e  p o l i t ic a l  e d u c a tio n  fo r  

w o m e n . T he  S h u fc re n  (Japanese H o u s e w iv e s  A s s o c ia t io n ) ,  c o n ta in 

in g  o v e r  one  m i l l io n  m e m b e rs ,  has b e c o m e  a p o w e r fu l c o n s u m e r 

g ro u p  lo b b y in g  f o r  t r u th  in  a d v e r t is in g  and te s t in g  Japanese  p ro d u c ts  

f o r  q u a li ty .

In  a d d it io n  to  the  t r a d i t io n a l  w o m e n 's  o rg a n iz a t io n s ,  a g r o w 

in g , r a d ic a l w o m e n 's  l ib e r a t io n  m o v e m e n t know n as um an  r ib u  is  

d e v e lo p in g  in  Japan . M e m b e rs  tend  to  be yo u n g , u n m a r r ie d ,  and 

p o l i t ic a l ly  e x p e r ie n c e d . T he y  a re  in fo r m a l ly  o rg a n iz e d  and th e re  

is  no a c c u ra te  coun t o f  t h e ir  m e m b e rs h ip ,  b u t a r ib u  m a il in g  l i s t  

c o n ta in s  a b o u t 3, 000 w o m e n . T he  g ro u p  is  m i l i t a n t ,  s h o w in g  

s y m p a th y  to  th e  R ed A r m y  M o v e m e n t, and has id e n t if ie d  w ith  o th e r  

le f t i s t  p o l i t i c a l  g ro u p s .

*J o n e s , op. c i t . ,  p . 719.
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A lth o u g h  r ib u  is  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  a l l  f e m in is t  is s u e s ,  i t  is  

c u r r e n t ly  m o s t a c t iv e  in  the  a b o r t io n  and b i r t h  c o n t r o l c o n t ro v e rs y .

In  an e f fo r t  to  r e l ie v e  th e  la b o r  s h o rta g e , th e  M in is t r y  o f H e a lth  

and W e lfa re  has p ro p o s e d  a r e v is io n  o f the  c u r r e n t  l ib e r a l  a b o r t io n  

la w , d e le t in g  e c o n o m ic  re a s o n s  as g ro u n d s  fo r  a b o r t io n .  B e cause  

Japa n  has no t a p p ro v e d  b i r t h  c o n t ro l p i l l s  o r  th e  IU D , t ig h te n in g  the  

a b o r t io n  la w  w o u ld  r e s u l t  in  m a n y  unw anted b i r th s  in  Japan . R ib u  

c ite s  th e  in c re a s e  in  in fa n t ic id e  and aba ndon m en t o f in fa n ts  to  s u p 

p o r t  i t s  a rg u m e n t th a t w o m e n  a re  so re p re s s e d  b y  a m a le -d o m in a te d  

s o c ie ty  tha t th e y  have  "n o  o th e r  re s o u rc e  b u t to  m u rd e r  t h e i r  ow n 

b a b ie s . "  I f  th e  m o v e m e n t c o n tin u e s  to  g a in  s t re n g th ,  i t  c o u ld  a ls o  

be a m a jo r  c o n t r ib u to r  to  fe m a le  a w a re n e s s  and h e lp  to p o l i t ic iz e  

Ja p a n ’ s w o m en .

E x c e p t f o r  the fe w  m i l i t a n t  young  w o m e n , Japa nese  w o m e n - -  

l i k e  T a iw a n e s e  w o m e n --a p p e a r  c o m fo r ta b le  w ith  the  g a in s  th a t have 

bee n  m ade  s in c e  W o r ld  W a r I I .  On m a n y  is s u e s  th e y  a re  f a r  m o re  

c o n s e rv a tiv e  th a n  Japanese  m a le s .  W hen a p ro b le m  m u s t be fa c e d , 

th e y  do so q u ie t ly  w ith o u t c o n fro n ta t io n .  Som e Japa nese  fe m in is ts  

b e lie v e  th a t Japa nese  w o m e n  w i l l  be  a b le  to  a c h ie v e  f u l l  e q u a li ty  

b e fo re  A m e r ic a n  w o m e n  b e ca u se  th e  ro le  o f m o th e r  is  a lre a d y  r e s 

p e c te d  and im p o r ta n t  in  Japa nese  s o c ie ty .  T he  c u r r e n t  ra s h  o f s e l f -  

c r i t i c is m  and s e a rc h  f o r  a "J a p a n e s e  id e n t i t y "  m u s t a ls o  in c lu d e  

w o m e n , b u t th e y  a re  a t le a s t  s e c u re  in  t h e i r  t r a d i t io n a l  r o le  as
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m o th e r .

I t  re m a in s  to  be seen  w h e th e r  the  e c o n o m ic  c r is is ,  w h ic h  is  

fo r c in g  m a n y  w o m e n  ou t o f the  la b o r  m a rk e t ,  w i l l  cause  th e m  to  

id e n t i f y  m o re  s t ro n g ly  w ith  m i l i t a n t  Japa nese  fe m in is ts .  I t  is  m o re  

l i k e ly  th a t a l i m i t  to  th e  r ig h t  o f  a b o r t io n  w o u ld  r a d ic a l iz e  Japanese  

w o m e n . In  a c o n s u m e r -o r ie n te d  s o c ie ty ,  w i th  s te a d ily  r is in g  p r ic e s ,  

la rg e  n u m b e rs  o f c h i ld re n  w o u ld  s t r a in  the  a lre a d y  s t ru g g lin g  m id d le  

c la s s  fa m i ly  u n it .  Japanese  w o m en  p r e fe r  one o r  tw o  c h i ld re n  and 

a re  v e r y  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  e c o n o m ic  w e l l - b e in g  o f the  fa m i ly .  I t  

is  u n l ik e ly  th a t th e y  w o u ld  q u ie t ly  a c q u ie s c e  to  any  in te r fe re n c e  w ith  

t h e i r  r ig h t  to  l im i t  b i r t h s .  T he  a l te r n a t iv e ,  to  m a ke  th e m  f u l l  

e c o n o m ic  m e m b e rs  o f Japanese  s o c ie ty ,  m ig h t  c o n f l ic t  w i th  c u l tu r a l 

e x p e c ta tio n s  fo r  w o m e n , b u t in  the  lo n g  ru n  i t  m ig h t  be le s s  d e s 

t r u c t iv e  to  Japanese  t r a d it io n .
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CH APTER V

M O D E R N IZA TIO N  AN D  THE CHANGING STATUS OF 
W OM EN IN TA IW AN  AND JA P A N

A d e s c r ip tio n  o f the change that has o c c u rre d  in  any soc ie ty  

is  a d i f f ic u lt  and com plex task . In te rp re tin g  such change is  even 

m o re  d if f ic u lt  and the task is  fraugh t w ith  the dangers o f o v e rs im p li

f ic a tio n  and e th n o ce n trism . Socia l s c ie n tis ts  have observed ce rta in  

pa tte rns  o f change w h ich  seem  to appear in  aLl so c ie tie s  as they 

undergo in d u s tr ia liz a t io n  and m ode rn iza tion . F o r  some re se a rch e rs  

expecta tions fo r  deve lop ing nations have grow n fro m  the w este rn  

expe rience . In a d d itio n , some aspects o f t ra d it io n a l cu ltu re s  

id e n tif ie d  by s o c ia l s c ie n tis ts  a re  id ea l-types  w h ich  do not accu ra te ly  

d escrib e  a p a r t ic u la r  c u ltu re . The tendency to  th in k  in  d ichotom ies 

(u rb a n - ru ra l,  tra d it io n a l-m o d e rn )  has a lso  led  us to  neg lect s trong 

threads o f tra d it io n a lis m  in  w e s te rn  cu ltu re  and pa tte rn s  of m odern 

ity  in  non -w es te rn  c u ltu re s .

A no the r p i t fa l l  in  d iscuss in g  change is  the  tendency to  id e n tify  

in s titu t io n a l o r  b e h a v io ra l change w h ile  ig n o r in g  a ttitudes  and va lues. 

B e h a v io ra l change does not n e c e s s a rily  in d ic a te  a ttitu d in a l change 

and conve rse ly , a ttitu des  and values can change w ith ou t a c o r re s 

ponding change in  b e h a v io r. Rokeach* d escrib es  the care lessness

1Rokeach, M ilto n , B e lie fs , A ttitu d e s , and V a lue s . San 
F ra n c is c o , C a lifo rn ia : Jo ssey-B a ss , In c .,  1968. P. 141.

71

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



72

o f re s e a rc h e rs  who assume a ttitudes  and op in ions a re  synonym ous. 

An expressed  op in ion  is  m e re ly  b e h a v io r and m ay o r m ay not 

re fle c t u n d e rly in g  a ttitudes and va lues. In c ro s s -c u ltu ra l s tud ies 

th is  p ro b le m  is  p a r t ic u la r ly  accute because i t  is  v e ry  d if f ic u lt  to 

"m e a s u re " a ttitu des  and va lues. A good exam ple a re  the Taiw anese 

studies on a ttitu des  toward fa m ily  s ize . Women a re  lik e ly  to  say 

tha t-they-w ant on ly  two ch ild re n , w h ich  is  the value prom oted in  

the m ass m ed ia , but they w i l l  re a d ily  be a r la rg e  fa m ilie s  in  o rd e r  

to have a son, w h ich  is  a c o n flic tin g  va lue s t i l l  held by m ost 

Taiwanese.

The va lues question is  p a r t ic u la r ly  p e rtin e n t to  a study o f 

women because i t  is  th e ir  p e rce p tio n  o f th e ir  ro le  and expectations 

about that ro le  that de te rm ines w he the r in s titu t io n a l changes re a lly  

a lte r  th e ir  s ta tu s . I f  the o p p o rtu n ity  to change th e ir  status e x is ts  

but women continue to  see them se lves as in fe r io r ,  can one re a lly  

say that they have achieved e q u a lity?

One is  le f t ,  then, w ith  the d i f f ic u l t  question  o f d e te rm in in g  to  

what ex ten t the m a cro le ve l changes desc rib e d  in  Chapters I I I  and 

IV  re f le c t  changes in  a ttitudes and va lues, and a d d itio n a lly , w h e th e r 

what is  p e rce ive d  as change is  re a lly  a tru e  b re a k  w ith  past t r a d i

t io n . A com p a riso n  o f m a rr ia g e  and fa m ily ,  and educationa l, 

occupa tiona l, and p o lit ic a l in s titu t io n s  in  Japan and Taiwan should 

d e te rm in e  the extent to w h ich the changes w h ich  have been id e n tif ie d
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re p re s e n t  a q u a li ta t iv e  change in  the  s ta tu s  o f w om en .

A  case  in  p o in t is  the e v o lu t io n  o f the  ex tended f a m i ly  in to  th e  

n u c le a r  o r  c o n ju g a l ty p e . F re e d m a n 1 a rg u e s  th a t in  C h in a  the  

ex tende d  fa m i ly  w as n e v e r  as c o m m o n  as w e s te rn  s c h o la rs  have  

a s s u m e d . T h e  w e a lth y  w e re  m o re  l ik e ly  to  l iv e  in  e x te n d e d  fa m i l ie s ;  

th e  c o m m o n  p e o p le  liv e d  in  n u c le a r  o r  m o d if ie d  ex tended  fa m i l ie s .

In  T a iw a n  today  i t  is  not u n co m m o n  to  f in d  a th re e -g e n e ra t io n  fa m 

i l y ,  b u t a t r u e  ex tended u n it  w ith  a l l  the sons and th e ir  w iv e s  l iv in g  

w ith  p a re n ts  is  r a th e r  r a r e .  A  s tu d y  o f c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  in  T a iw a n  

in  1967 in d ic a te d  th a t 4 8 .5  p e rc e n t l iv e d  in  n u c le a r  f a m i l ie s ,  2 7 .8

p e rc e n t in  s te m  fa m il ie s  and o n ly  1 9 .8  p e rc e n t in  e x te n d e d  o r  jo in t  

2
fa m i l ie s .

In  Ja p a n , the  c o n ju g a l f a m i ly  w as a ls o  no t u n c o m m o n . S ix ty  

p e rc e n t o f a l l  fa m i l ie s  in  Japan  in  1920 w e re  v a r ia t io n s  o f the

3
m o d e rn  n u c le a r  fa m i ly .  F o r t y - f iv e  y e a rs  la te r  the  n u m b e r  had

4
in c re a s e d  to  76 p e rc e n t. I t  a p p e a rs  th a t the  m o d e rn  n u c le a r  fa m i ly

1F re e d m a n , M a u r ic e ,  F a m ily  and K in s h ip  in  C h in e s e  S o c ie ty . 
C a l i fo r n ia :  S ta n fo rd  U n iv e r s ity  P re s s ,  1970. P . 2.

^ L u n g  K u a n -h a i,  C hang S h ia o -c h u n . "A  S tudy o f th e  C h in e se  
F a m ily  O rg a n iz a t io n .  "  N a tio n a l T a iw a n  U n iv e r s ity  J o u rn a l o f  
S o c io lo g y  ( A p r i l  3, 1967), 120.

^ K o y a m a , op. c i t . , p . 35.

4
J a p a n  In s t i tu te  o f In te rn a t io n a l A f f a i r s ,  E d . , W h ite  P a p e rs  o f 

Japa n  1 9 7 1 -7 2 . Japan: E a s t  W e s t P u b lic a t io n s  I n c . , 1973, p . 90.
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is  no t an  in n o v a t io n  in  C h in a  and  Ja p a n , b u t i t  is  t r u e  th a t the

c o n ju g a l f a m i ly  is  in c re a s in g  in  b o th  s o c ie t ie s .  One s h o u ld  be

c a u t io u s , h o w e v e r, in  a s s ig n in g  th e  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f th e  w e s te rn

n u c le a r  f a m i ly  to  th e  Japa nese  and T a iw a n e s e  fa m i ly .  In  fa c t ,

G oode* a rg u e s  th a t th e re  is  l i t t l e  e m p ir ic a l  e v id e n c e  to  s u p p o r t

g e n e ra liz a t io n s  c o m m o n ly  m a d e  abou t the w e s te rn  fa m i ly .  He

s a ys  th a t  the  c o n te n tio n  th a t th e  c o n ju g a l u n it "e x c lu d e s  a w id e

ra n g e  o f a f f in ia l  and b lo o d  r e la t iv e s  f r o m  i t s  e v e ry  day  a f fa i r s ,  "

is  n o t t ru e .  E ve n  in  the  U n ite d  S ta tes  the  m o s t c o m m o n  v is i t in g

and s o c ia l o c c a s io n s  re m a in  th a t  o f se e in g  r e la t iv e s .  T he  is o la t io n

2
o f w o m e n  in  T a iw a n  d e s c r ib e d  b y  D ia m o n d  and a s im i la r  p a t te rn

3
in  Ja p a n  d e s c r ib e d  b y  V o g e l is  c o n fin e d  to  m id d le  c la s s  w o m en  

w h o  do no t w o rk  o r  w ho a r e  is o la te d  g e o g ra p h ic a lly  f r o m  th e i r  

f a m i l ie s .  In  T a iw a n  I o b s e rv e d  m u c h  v is i t in g  and s o c ia l iz in g  

a m o n g  f a m i ly  m e m b e rs .

A n  in c re a s e d  d iv o rc e  r a te  is  a n o th e r  phenom enon  c o m m o n ly  

a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  n u c le a r  f a m i ly .  In  b o th  T a iw a n  and Ja p a n  the

* E is e n s ta d t ,  S . N . , C o m p a ra tiv e  P e rs p e c t iv e s  on S o c ia l 
C h a n g e . B o s to n : L i t t le ,  B ro w n  and C o m p a n y , 1968. P . 49.

2
D ia m o n d , op. c i t . , pp . 8 5 7 -8 7 0 .

3
V o g e l, E z ra  F . , J a p a n ’ s N ew  M id d le  C la s s . C a l i fo r n ia :  

U n iv e r s i t y  o f C a li fo r n ia  P r e s s ,  1971. P . 244.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



7 5

o p p o s ite  has o c c u r re d :  th e  d iv o rc e  ra te  has d e c re a s e d  as in d u s t r ia l 

iz a t io n  has p ro g re s s e d  and n u c le a r  fa m i l ie s  have in c re a s e d .

A lth o u g h  m e n  and w o m e n  in  T a iw a n  and Japan a re  no lo n g e r  bound 

b y  the  needs and d e s ire s  o f the  la r g e r  k in s h ip  g ro u p  w hen  c h o o s in g  

a sp o u se , m a te  s e le c t io n  c o n tin u e s  to  in v o lv e  c lo s e  fa m i ly  m e m b e rs .  

T h e re  is  a t re n d  to w a rd  m o re  in dep e n d e n ce  in  Ja p a n , b u t the  

T a iw a n e s e  c o n tin u e  to  p r e fe r  f a m i ly  in v o lv e m e n t.

A n  e q u a li ta r ia n  re la t io n s h ip  in  m a r r ia g e  is  a ls o  a s s o c ia te d  

w i th  the m o d e rn  n u c le a r  f a m i ly .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  th e re  is  l i t t l e  

e m p ir ic a l  e v id e n ce  in  T a iw a n  c o m p a r in g  m o d e rn  and t r a d i t io n a l  

m a r r ia g e s .  I t  a p p e a rs  th a t th e  s ig n if ic a n t  change has bee n  a d e c re a s e  

in  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f th e  m o th e r - in - la w  w h ic h  has g iv e n  C h in e se  w o m e n  

m o re  f re e d o m . The T a iw a n e s e  w o m e n  w hom  I in te rv ie w e d  c o n tin u e  

to d e fe r  to  t h e ir  husbands p u b l ic ly ,  b u t m a n y  o f th e m  s h a re  o r  have 

c o m p le te  c o n t ro l o f f a m i ly  b u s in e s s e s  and fa m i ly  f in a n c e s . T r a d i 

t io n a l ly ,  C h in e s e  w o m e n  had c o n s id e ra b le  p o w e r w ith in  th e  fa m i ly  

once  th e y  a c h ie v e d  th e  s ta tu s  o f  m o th e r - in - la w .  T h e y  w e re  n o t 

e x c lu d e d  f r o m  h e a d in g  fa m i l ie s  as w e re  Japanese w o m e n , and 

s o m e  even  ro s e  to  le a d e rs h ip  o f  th e  e m p ire .

In  Ja p a n , w h e re  m o re  s tu d ie s  have  been done, th e re  is  e v i 

dence  th a t the  t r a d i t io n a l  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e en  husband  and w ife  has 

b e e n  m a in ta in e d , e xce p t in  f a m i l ie s  w h e re  bo th  a re  p ro fe s s io n a ls .  

W o m e n  a re  m o re  l ik e ly  to  c o n t r o l f a m i ly  f in a n c e s  and have  a lm o s t
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to ta l  c o n t ro l o v e r  the  c h i ld re n .  S tu d ie s  in d ic a te  th a t Japa nese  m e n  

and w o m e n  p r e fe r  the  t r a d i t io n a l  r e la t io n s h ip  and th a t Japa nese  

w o m e n  a re  n o t as in te re s te d  in  s h a r in g  t h e i r  husbands ' l iv e s  as 

th e y  a re  in  b e in g  e c o n o m ic a lly  s e l f - s u f f ic ie n t .

E d u c a tio n

E d u c a tio n  is  a ls o  c o m m o n ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  m o d e rn ity .

1
S c h n a ib e rg , in  a s tu d y  o f T u r k is h  w o m e n , has con c lu d e d  tn a t

e d u c a tio n  is  a key v a r ia b le  in  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  "b e c o m in g  m o d e rn .  "

2
In k e le s  a ls o  found  e d u ca tio n  to  be  th e  s in g le  m o s t im p o r ta n t  fa c to r  

in  m o v in g  m en  to w a rd  m o d e rn ity .  He su g g e s ts  th a t i t  is  n o t w h a t 

is  ta u g h t, b u t the  r a t io n a l o rg a n iz a t io n  o f s c h o o lin g  th a t in c u lc a te s  

m o d e rn  v a lu e s . U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  h is  c o n c lu s io n s  a re  base d  on a q u e s 

t io n n a ir e  a d m in is te re d  to  6 ,0 0 0  m e n  in  s ix  c o u n tr ie s . I t  is  t r u e  th a t 

an e d u c a tio n  m a ke s  i t  m o re  d i f f ic u l t  to  r e s t r ic t  w o m en  to  t r a d i t io n a l  

b e h a v io r ,  b u t e d u ca tio n  b y  i t s e l f  does no t le a d  to  a change in  th e  

s ta tu s  o f w o m en  n o r  to  a change in  a t t i tu d e s  about t h e ir  p o s it io n  in  

s o c ie ty .  E d u c a tio n  is  o n ly  one a s p e c t o f  s o c ia liz a t io n ,  and f o r

1
“ S c h n a ib e rg , A l la n ,  "T h e  M o d e rn iz in g  Im p a c t o f U rb a n iz a 

t io n :  A  C a u sa l A n a ly s is .  "  A m e r ic a n  J o u rn a l o f S o c io lo g y  (O c to b e r  
1971), 101.

2
In k e le s , A le x ,  "M a k in g  M e n  M o d e rn : On the  C auses and 

C o nsequences  o f In d iv id u a l C hange in  S ix  D e v e lo p in g  C o u n tr ie s .  "  
A m e r ic a n  J o u rn a l o f  S o c io lo g y , V o l.  75, N o . 2 (S e p te m b e r 1969), 212.
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wom en what they a re  taught is  c e r ta in ly  as im p o rta n t as the fac t 

that they a re  be ing  taught.

M e ij i Japan p rov id es  an exce llen t exam ple of education be ing  

u til iz e d  to u rban ize  and in d u s tr ia liz e  a soc ie ty  w ithou t a lte r in g  the 

status o f wom en p o lit ic a lly ,  e co n om ica lly , o r  s o c ia lly . F o r  a few 

women, p r im a r i ly  m em bers o f the e lite , education led to an a w a re 

ness w h ich  a lte re d  th e ir  values and a ttitu des , but fo r  m ost i t  m e re ly  

made l i fe  m o re  f ru s tra t in g . Women w e re  faced w ith  c o n flic tin g  

va lues, bu t th e ir  own in fe r io r i ty  rem a ined  the dom inant va lue.

In  i ' l l  nations the h is to ry  o f women being processed th rough  

an educa tiona l system  on ly to  be denied access at h ig h e r le v e ls , 

o r  be ing shunted in to  " fe m a le "  areas of s tudy is  w e ll docum ented. 

Women in  Ta iw an who do graduate  fro m  high school and d e s ire  

fu r th e r  education a re  found in  business co lleges, e le m e n ta ry  educa

tion , home econom ics, and n u rs in g . B oserup^ has noted the in c re d 

ib le  p ra c tic e  o f teach ing  boys m odern  fa rm in g  techniques, w h ile  

wom en study n u tr it io n  and cooking in  cu ltu re s  where wom en a re  the 

m a jo r  a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rk  fo rc e .

Education  can a lso be a usefu l ve h ic le  fo r  re in fo rc in g  t r a d i

t io n a l va lues . A lthough th e re  a re  no e m p ir ic a l stud ies o f ro le  

expecta tion  in  Taiwanese tex tbooks, m y own b r ie f  su rve y  found a

^ o s e r u p ,  op. c i t . , p. 222.
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" D ic k  and J a n e "  o r ie n ta t io n  w h ic h  has  bee n  w e l l  docu m e n te d  in  

A m e r ic a n  te x tb o o k s . L e w is  and L e w is 1, in  a s u rv e y  o f J a p a n e se  

s o c ia l s tu d ie s  te x tb o o k s  fo u n d  a s im i la r  p a t te rn .

T he  te a c h in g  o f t r a d it io n a l e th ic s  o r  n a t io n a l is t ic  p o l i t ic a l  

id e o lo g y , w h ic h  w as in c lu d e d  in  th e  c u r r ic u la  in  Japan  b e fo re  th e  w a r  

and is  c u r r e n t ly  ta u g h t in  T a iw a n , can  a ls o  l im i t  the  g ro w th  o f 

m o d e rn  a t t i tu d e s .  W om en a re  e n c o u ra g e d  to  p a t te rn  th e ir  b e h a v io r  

a f te r  c la s s ic a l h e ro in e s  and a re  ta u g h t to  d e d ic a te  th e m s e lv e s  to  

the cau se  o f  n a t io n a lis m .

T h a t e d u c a tio n a l o p p o r tu n ity  does n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  a l te r  w o m e n 's  

p e rc e p t io n s  o f th e m s e lv e s  as in f e r io r  is  c o n f irm e d  b y  w o m en  w ho  

" s e le c t  o u t "  th e m s e lv e s  b y  c h o o s in g  a re a s  o f  s tu d y  w h ic h  a re  t r a d i 

t io n a l ly  fe m a le .  E d u c a tio n a l s ta t is t ic s  c f  w e s te rn  and n o n -w e s te rn  

n a tio n s  show  fe m a le  u n iv e r s i t y  s tu d e n ts  g ro u p e d  in to  th re e  o r  fo u r  

a re a s  o f s tu d y  w h ic h  a re  a c c e p ta b le  f o r  w o m en .

E m p lo y m e n t

2
In  a d d it io n  to  e d u c a tio n , In k e le s  c o r re la te s  e x p e r ie n c e  m  

fa c to r ie s  w i th  m o d e rn  a tt itu d e s  and v a lu e s . H o w e v e r, w o m e n 's

1 L e w is ,  D a v id , L e w is ,  H e le n a n , "S o c ia l iz a t io n  f o r  M a r i t a l  
R o le s  and H o u se h o ld  T a s k  P re fe re n c e  T h ro u g h  Japanese  F i r s t  Y e a r  
S o c ia l S tu d ie s  W o rk b o o k s . "  U n p u b lis h e d  p a p e r , 1975, pp . 1 -1 5 .

O
In k e le s ,  op. c i t . , 213.
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expe rience  in  the m odern  w o rk  s e c to r rem a ins  lim ite d  and th e re  is

no evidence to  suggest th a t such w o rk  a lte rs  th e ir  a ttitu des  and

va lues . B oserup* notes that m o s t women in  deve lop ing nations

p re fe r  to  be home o r to  engage in  p a r t- t im e  w o rk  o r  home p roduc tion

so th a t they can m o re  f re e ly  ca re  fo r  th e ir  c h ild re n  and com ple te

household tasks . T h e ir  w o rk  hab its  d if fe r  fro m  those o f men

because they w i l l  in te r ru p t tasks to  ca re  fo r  c h ild re n  o r p re p a re  

2
m e a ls . Cook has c a re fu lly  docum ented how the s tru c tu re  of 

m ode rn  in d u s try  is  in co m p a tib le  w ith  the b io lo g ic a l nece ss ity  o f 

wom en b e a rin g  ch ild re n . M a te rn ity  leaves,the  p ro h ib it io n  of n igh t 

w o rk , and o the r "s p e c ia l"  a rrangem en ts  fo r  wom en m ake th e ir  

la b o r m o re  c o s tly  fo r  the in d u s tr ia l se c to r as i t  now e x is ts . Only 

a few c o u n tr ie s  in  E a s te rn  E urope  and Sweden a re  m ak ing  an e ffo r t  

to  a l te r  the na tu re  o f p ro d u c tio n  to  accom m odate the b e a rin g  and 

re a r in g  o f ch ild re n , and Sweden is  the only nation m o d ify in g  w o rk  

p a tte rn s  so that men can a lso  be invo lved  in  ch ild  ca re .

The low value p laced on w om en 's w o rk , w he the r in  the home, 

on the fa rm , o r  in  in d u s try , is  evidenced by low  com pensation  o r  a 

la ck  o f com pensation. The na tu re  o f wom en's w o rk  m ay change 

w ith  m o d e rn iza tio n , but the re  is  no concom itan t change in  a ttitudes

*B o se ru p , op. c i t . , p. 112.

2
Cook, op. c i t . ,  ix  - 68.
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a b o u t the  v a lu e  o f th e ir  w o rk .  S tu d ie s  in  Japan  in d ic a te  th a t  even  

w o m e n  w ho  a re  a w a re  o f se x  d is c r im in a t io n  a t w o rk  do n o t th in k  

th a t m u c h  can be done abo u t i t  and c o n tin u e  to  see th e ir  p r im a r y  

r o le  as s ta y in g  hom e and c a r in g  f o r  the  c h i ld re n .  D ia m o n d *  found  

a s im i la r  o p in io n  e x p re s s e d  b y  m id d le  c la s s  w o m en  in  T a iw a n . In  

m y  ow n b r ie f  s u rv e y , o n ly  tw o  w o m e n  w ith  c h i ld re n  w o rk e d  o u ts id e  

the hom e  and o n ly  one s in g le  w o m a n  in d ic a te d  tha t she w o u ld  c o n 

t in u e  w o rk in g  a f te r  a c h i ld  w as b o rn .

N o t o n ly  a re  w om en in v o lv e d  in  lo w  p a y in g , lo w  p re s t ig e  

o c c u p a tio n s , b u t th e ir  p re s e n c e  can tu r n  a h ig h  p re s t ig e  o c c u p a 

t io n  in to  one o f lo w  p re s t ig e .  A s  w o m en  in  A s ia  have e n te re d  t r a 

d i t io n a l ly  m a le  o c c u p a tio n s  s u c h  as e le m e n ta ry  e d u c a tio n  and c le r k 

in g , m e n  have  abandoned th e m , r e s u lt in g  in  lo w e re d  p re s t ig e  and

2
lo w e re d  w a g e s . B o s e ru p  lik e n s  i t  to  b la c k s  m o v in g  in to  a w h ite  

n e ig h b o rh o o d  o n ly  to  f in d  t h e i r  w h ite  n e ig h b o rs  d e s e r t in g  th e  a re a  

u n t i l  i t  b e c o m e s  a i l  b la c k . She a ls o  no tes  tha t m o d e rn iz a t io n  and 

in d u s t r ia l iz a t io n  n o t o n ly  do n o t in c re a s e  the  v a lu e  o f w o m e n 's  w o rk ,  

b u t  in  s o m e  cases c o n tr ib u te  to  a d e c lin e  in  w o m e n 's  e c o n o m ic  

c o n t r ib u t io n s  and s ta tu s . T h e  m e c h a n iz a t io n  o f J a p a n 's  f is h in g  and 

lu m b e r in g  in d u s t r ie s  e l im in a te d  m o s t o f the  fe m a le  la b o r  fo rc e

^ D ia m o n d , op. c i t . ,  p . 863 .

2
B o s e ru p , op. c i t . ,  p . 217.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



w h ich  had been associa ted  w ith  those two in d u s tr ie s .

As non -w este rn  women en te r the m odern  w o rk  fo rc e , the 

lim ita t io n s  placed on th e ir  con trib u tio n s  and the low  value assigned 

to  th e ir  w o rk  re in fo rc e s  th e ir  in fe r io r i ty .  I f  one can achieve a 

sense o f w o rth  as a m o th e r and hom em aker, the t ra d it io n a l value 

p laced on women in  Ta iw an and Japan, th e re  is  l i t t le  incen tive  fo r  

extend ing  one's ro le  to  inc lude  the w o rk  se c to r, w here  c le a r ly  one 

is  not va lued. When adequate day care is  not a va ila b le , a woman mus 

a lso  cope w ith  g u ilt  about leav ing  s m a ll c h ild re n . In  add ition , w o rk 

ing  wom en in  Taiwan and Japan re m a in  resp o n s ib le  fo r  the m a in 

tenance o f the household w h ich means they m ust w o rk  longe r hours 

to  keep up w ith  a job  and the housew ork. The te m p o ra ry  and p a r t-  

t im e  na tu re  of w om en 's em ploym ent in  these two nations, and th e ir  

expressed com m itm en t to  home and c h ild re n  w ou ld  in d ica te  that 

they  continue to  d e rive  m o re  sta tus and p re s tig e  fro m  th e ir  t ra d i

t io n a l ro le .

P o lit ic a l P a rt ic ip a t io n

F o r p o lit ic a l s c ie n tis ts  m o d e rn ity  in vo lve s , among o ther 

fa c to rs , p o l it ic a l aw areness, a sense o f p o l it ic a l e ffic a c y , and 

in vo lve m e n t. A lthough  women in  our two cases have been guaranteed 

p o l it ic a l r ig h ts , the na tu re  o f th e ir  p o lit ic a l in vo lvem en t leads one 

to the conclus ion  that change in  tha t sphere is  a lso  quan tita tive
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ra th e r  than q u a lita t iv e . The fran ch ise  has not led to anything m o re  

than token ism  and women a re  not fu lly  in vo lve d  in  p o lit ic a l dec is io n  

m ak ing  at the h ighest le ve ls  in  Japan o r Ta iw an. Even at the lo c a l 

and p ro v in c ia l le ve l women a re  not inc luded  in  s ig n if ic a n t num bers.

In  Japan, w here  a co m p e titive  p a rty  system  does opera te , women 

have a type o f negative p o lit ic a l power because th e ir  votes cannot be 

igno red . H ow ever, in  Taiwan a lack  of p a r ty  com pe tition  rende rs  

w om en 's votes as un im portan t as m en 's .

D is c r im in a t io n  aga inst women in  p o lit ic s  is  a m a n ifes ta tion  o f 

the gene ra l a ttitu d e  that women a re  not p o l i t ic a l ly  adept. It is  c o m 

pounded by w om en 's  lack  of in te re s t in  th ing s  p o lit ic a l.  In both 

Taiw an and Japan m os t women do not read  o r  d iscuss p o lit ic a l m a t

te rs . They do vote in  la rg e  num bers, but tha t appears to be a 

response to  s o c ia l p re ssu re  and n a tio n a lis t ic  appeal. T h e ir le v e l 

of p o l it ic a l aw areness is  low  and they p lace  l i t t le  va lue on im p ro v in g  

soc ie ty  o r  b r in g in g  about change through p o l it ic a l a c t iv ity .  When 

Satoko Tanaka, G enera l S ecre ta ry  c f Japan 's  s ix  m il l io n  m em ber 

N a tiona l F e d e ra tio n  o f Regional W om en's O rga n iza tions , was asked 

why the o rg a n iz a tio n 's  s tren g th  was not used to  p rom ote  day ca re  

cen te rs  and equal pay fo r  women, she re p lie d  tha t change m ust beg in 

w ith  the in d iv id u a l and that Japanese women do not have the same 

s tron g  sense o f freedom  that A m e rica n  wom en have, because
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Japan  lo s t  the  w a r .

A t t itu d e s  and V a lu e s

In  c o n s id e r in g  in s t i tu t io n a l change in  T a iw a n  and Ja p a n  one 

can c o n c lu d e  th a t  in  som e in s ta n c e s  th e  changes a re  n o t a d r a s t ic  

b re a k  w ith  p a s t t r a d it io n .  In  o th e r  ca se s  b e h a v io r  has changed 

w ith o u t a c o r re s p o n d in g  change in  v a lu e s  and a tt itu d e s . B e ca u se  

Japanese  in s t i tu t io n s  a re  m o re  " m o d e rn "  than  T a iw a n e se , th is  

p a t te rn  is  m o re  obv io u s  and i t s  e f fe c ts  m o re  w id e ly  f e l t .  I t  is  

in te re s t in g  th a t the Japanese a re  c u r r e n t ly  engaged in  s e l f - e x a m in a 

t io n  and a s e a rc h  f o r  "J a p a n e s e "  id e n t i t y .  Q u e s tio n s  a re  b e in g  

ra is e d  abo u t a t t i tu d e s  o f the  yo u n g  and w h e th e r  a g e n e ra tio n  gap 

e x is ts .  N o v e lis ts  a re  a tte m p tin g  to  d e fin e  "J a p a n e s e n e s s " and

2 g
even a e s th e t ic  v a lu e s  a re  b e in g  e x a m in e d . K r is h e r  s a y s , "T h e  

d i f f ic u l t y  one fa c e s  in  c h a r t in g  J a p a n 's  d ir e c t io n  and a n a ly z in g  the  

r e a l f r o m  th e  i l lu s o r y  changes, is  th e  n a t io n 's  own a d m it te d  la c k  

o f r e a l p u rp o s e  and c le a r ly  d e f in e d  v a lu e s , "

*O h e , M a r ia n n a , "J a p a n e s e  W om en  W an t 'O u t o f H o m e ,
In to  W o r ld . ' "  S ta rs  and S t r ip e s , O c to b e r ,  1975.

201s e n , E d w a rd  A . , " A e s th e t ic  V a lu e s  in  C o n te m p o ra ry  
Japan : T h e  E f fe c ts  o f In d u s t r ia l iz a t io n  and a C o n s u m e r E c o n o m y  
on Japa nese  A e s th e t ic  V a lu e s . "  A s ia n  S tu d ie s , V o l .X ,  N o . 2 
(A u g u s t 1972), 2 7 2 -2 7 7 .

O

K r is h e r ,  B e rn a rd ,  "D o  th e  Japa nese  R e a lly  H ave a G e n e ra 
t io n  G a p ? "  F a c i f ic  C o m m u n ity , V o l.  6, No. 4 (J u ly  1975), 504.
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W h ile  K r is h e r *  a rg u e s  th a t the  Japa nese  have  coped w ith

m o d e r n i ty  b y  a d o p tin g  new  c u s to m s  w ith o u t s h e d d in g  o ld  v a lu e s ,

2
In k e le s  sugg es ts  th a t th e re  a re  a c lu s te r  o f  a t t i tu d e s  and va lu e s  

w h ic h  one can id e n t ify  as b e in g  "m o d e rn .  "  A n  openness  to  change, 

in d e p e n d e n ce  f ro m  t r a d i t io n a l  a u th o r i ty  f ig u r e s ,  b e l ie f  in  the  

e f f ic a c y  o f s c ie n c e  and m e d ic in e ,  and a m b it io n  f o r  o n e 's  s e l f  and 

o n e 's  c h i ld re n  a re  a p a r t  o f  th is  s y n d ro m e  o f m o d e rn ity .  T r a d i

t io n a l  Japanese  s o c ie ty  in c lu d e s  th is  c lu s te r  o f v a lu e s , w h e re a s

C h in e s e  c u ltu re  c le a r ly  c o n ta in s  o n ly  th e  la s t ,  a m b it io n  f o r  o n e s e lf

3
and o n e 's  c h i ld re n .  L e v y  has no ted  th a t th e  fa m i ly  in  C h in e se  

c u l tu r e  e x e r te d  c o n t ro l o v e r  the  in d iv id u a l w i th  th e  s ta te  h a v in g  

l i t t l e  in f lu e n c e . The  J a p a n e s e , h o w e v e r, id e n t if ie d  w ith  th e  n a tio n  

as w e l l  as the  fa m i ly ,  m a k in g  th e  t r a n s fe r  o f a l le g ia n c e  to  th e  

n a t io n  -  s ta te  o r  o th e r  m o d e rn  in s t i tu t io n s  m o re  r e a d i ly .  F o r  the 

C h in e s e  the  t r a n s fe r  o f a u th o r i ty  to  m o d e rn  in s t i tu t io n s  has been 

m o re  d i f f ic u l t  a c c o rd in g  to  L e v y .  The Japa nese  have  a ls o  w e lc o m e d  

change  and have soug h t w a ys  to  in c o rp o ra te  i t  in to  t h e i r  s o c ie ty .

T h is  c h a r a c te r is t ic  p la c e d  th e m  in  the  p o s it io n  o f b e in g  a c to rs

* ib id .

2
In k e le s , op. c i t . ,  210.

3
L e v y ,  M a r io n  J . , J r . , The F a m ily  R e v o lu t io n  in  M o d e rn  

C h in a . New Y o rk :  O c ta g o n  B o o ks  I n c . , 1963. P . 360.
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r a th e r  th a n  r e a c to r s  to  new  id e a s . T he  d i f f ic u l t y  w ith  id e n t ify in g  

" m o d e rn "  v a lu e s  is  th a t i t  is  n o t c le a r  w h e th e r  su ch  v a lu e s  cause  

d e v e lo p m e n t o r  w h e th e r  th e y  r e s u lt  f r o m  u rb a n iz a t io n  and in d u s t r ia l 

iz a t io n .

A n  a l te r n a t iv e  w a y  o f lo o k in g  a t change in  th e  s ta tu s  o f w o m en  

in  T a iw a n  and J a p a n  is  to  c o n s id e r  w h a t has happened  to  w o m e n 's  

r o le s  in  b o th  s o c ie t ie s .  L ip m a n -B lu m e n *  has no ted  th a t ro le s  a re  

a re s o u rc e  f r o m  w h ic h  a s o c ie ty  can d ra w  s t re n g th  in  a t im e  o f 

c r is is  o r  e x t re m e  change . R ig id  s e x u a l s t r a t i f ic a t io n  does no t 

p ro v id e  th e  f le x ib i l i t y  w h ic h  is  r e q u ire d  to  m e e t a c r is is .  I t  m ig h t  

be n e c e s s a ry  f o r  fe m a le  ro le s  to  ta k e  o v e r  so m e  fu n c tio n s  o f m a le  

r o le s  o r  m a le  and fe m a le  ro le s  m ig h t  o v e r la p  in  a re a s  w h e re  fu n c 

t io n s  had p r e v io u s ly  bee n  s e p a ra te . A n  e x a m p le  is  th e  u t i l iz a t io n  

o f w o m en  in  w e a p o n s  in d u s t r ie s  d u r in g  w a r .  W hat is  m o s t s ig n i f i 

can t fo r  th is  s tu d y  is  th a t ro le s  c o n ta in  c e r ta in  in t r in s ic  e le m e n ts  

w h ic h  re m a in  u n to u ch e d  un le ss  a r o le  is  e l im in a te d  a lto g e th e r .  

In d u s t r ia l iz a t io n  and m o d e rn iz a t io n  m a y  expa nd  s e x  ro le s  and p r o 

m o te  a s s im i la t io n  and o v e r la p  w ith o u t a l te r in g  the  in t r in s ic  n a tu re  

o f the  r o le .

A t t i tu d e s ,  v a lu e s  and m o re s  c o d ify  e x p e c ta t io n s , p r iv i le g e s ,

1L ip m a n -B lu m e n ,  Jean , "R o le  D e - D if fe r e n t ia t io n  as a S ys te m  
R esponse  to  C r is i s .  "  S o c io lo g ic a l In q u ir y ,  V o l.  43 , N o. 2, 1 0 5 -1 2 9 .
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and re s p o n s ib ilit ie s  associated w ith  a g iven  ro le  and a re  m o re  d i f f i 

cu lt to  change than the behav io r assoc ia ted  w ith  a ro le . Hence, i t  

is  poss ib le  fo r  a ro le  to  take on new d im ensions w ithou t a change in  

va lues. I t  is  a lso  poss ib le  fo r  a ro le  to  expand in  a c r is is  and 

re tu rn  p a r t ia l ly  o r fu l ly  to  its  o r ig in a l fo rm . In  both  Ta iw an  and 

Japan the fem a le  ro le  has p e rm anen tly  taken on some new fu n c tio n s , 

but the in t r in s ic  nature  rem a ins  untouched. In Taiwan, the c u ltu ra l 

rena issance  prom oted by the gove rnm en t can be viewed as an 

a ttem pt to  c la r i fy  the value h e ira rc h y  w h ich  ju s t if ie s  expanded ro le  

expecta tions. The K M T  is  c a llin g  fo r  a renew a l of t ra d it io n a l 

" v ir tu e s "  to  help m odern ize  and ra tio n a liz e  li fe .

L ipm an-B lum en '*' has noted th a t ideo logy can be use fu l in  

re c a s tin g  no rm s  and values. W hat is  p a r t ic u la r ly  in te re s tin g  in

T a iw an 's  case is  tha t change is  be ing  ju s t if ie d  by an appeal to

2
t ra d it io n a l va lues, not new ones. D r . Chien , in  he r com m ents

on the s ta tus  o f women in  Taiw an, says:

W omen in  the R epublic o f C hina have been tra in e d  and 
c u ltiv a te d  under 5,000 ye a rs  o f c u ltu re  and h is to ry  and the 
v ir tu e  o f lo ve , ded ica tion , ha rd  w o rk  and e tique tte  . . . .

M odern  Chinese women m us t be de te rm ined  to  f ig h t 
a g a ins t (C om m unist) c o n tro l and s la v e ry , and fo r  na tio na l 
re c o v e ry  and re c o n s tru c tio n  of the hom eland to save the 
m il l io n s  o f com pa trio ts  fro m  suppress ion  and c a r ry  out

* ib id .

2
C hien, op. c i t . ,  p. 8.
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the s a c re d  m is s io n  o f re c o v e ry  o f th e  m a in la n d  and n a t io n a l 
re c o n s t ru c t io n .

Id e o lo g y  a ls o  s e rv e d  a s im i la r  p u rp o s e  in  Japan  p r io r  to  and 

d u r in g  the  Second W o r ld  W a r. A f te r  the w a r ,  h o w e v e r, a w h o le s a le  

im ita t io n  o f w e s te rn  v a lu e s  seem ed  to  be re p la c in g  Japanese  t r a d i 

t io n .  Japanese  and A m e r ic a n  s o c io lo g is ts  w ho have s tu d ie d  th is  

phe nom ena  a re  o f the  o p in io n  th a t th e  changes a re  o n ly  s u p e r f ic ia l  

and th a t the  b a s ic  v a lu e s  o f h a rm o n y , a s tro n g  fa m ily  u n it ,  o b l ig a t io n ,  

and th e  w o rk  e th ic  re m a in  th e  d o m in a n t a tt itu d e s  o f Japa n e se  s o c ie ty .  

N a ka n e * s a y s ,

T he  Japanese  a re  b a s ic a l ly  a v e r y  c o n s e rv a tiv e  p e o p le . 
Once yo u  have  such  c o n s e rv a t iv e  ro o ts ,  you  can do v e r y  
r a d ic a l th in g s  and s t i l l  be s e c u re  th a t i t  w o n 't  a f fe c t th e  
b a s ic  fo u n d a tio n . T h u s , w e can  e a s i ly  accep t new in n o v a 
t io n s - - c o m p u te r s ,  a u to m a t io n - -w ith o u t  any re s is ta n c e .

K r is h e r ,  op. c i t . , p . 510.
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C H AP TER  V I 

CONCLUSION

In an e ffo r t  to  b e tte r  understand how m o d e rn iza tio n  a ffects  

the sta tus o f wom en in  n o n -w e s te rn  soc ie tie s , th is  s tudy has con

s idered  the p o s itio n  o f wom en in  a h igh ly  developed, in d u s tr ia liz e d  

soc ie ty , and a so c ie ty  w h ich  has m o re  re c e n tly  begun the m o d e rn iza 

tion  p rocess . An h is to r ic a l an a lys is , fo llow ed  b y  a d e s c r ip tio n  o f 

le ga l codes, was g iven  in  o rd e r  to  m ore  fu lly  e xp lo re  the in s titu t io n a l 

changes w h ich  have o c c u rre d  in  these two na tions. The re la tio n s h ip  

between in s t itu t io n a l change and developm ent of new a ttitudes and 

values was ana lyzed and a tte n tio n  was focused on the  a ffec ts  of 

m o d e rn iza tio n  on the in d iv id u a l. How fem a le  ro le s  a re  m od ifie d  to  

accom m odate change was a lso  considered . Le t us now look at s im i

la r i t ie s  and d iffe re n c e s  in  Ta iw an and Japan w h ich  a re  an outgrow th  

o f m o d e rn ity .

M any p a tte rn s  u s u a lly  associa ted w ith  u rb a n iza tio n  and in d u s 

t r ia l iz a t io n  can be id e n tif ie d  in  Ta iw an and Japan. B o th  are con

s u m e r-o r ie n te d  s o c ie tie s  w ith  la rg e ly  u rban ized  popu la tions. In  

both, m ass m ed ia  and tra n s p o rta tio n  ne tw orks a re  w e ll developed, 

d raw ing  the  r u r a l  popu la tion  in to  a m ass consum ption  econom y. In 

Japan th is  has le d  to  the fe m in iz a tio n  o f a g r ic u ltu re  w ith  the m en

88
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m o v in g  in to  in d u s t r y  in  o r d e r  to  a c q u ire  the  c a s h  needed to  p u rc h a s e  

c o n s u m e r  g oo ds . T a iw a n 's  fa r m s  a re  s t i l l  w o rk e d  b y  m e n  w ith  th e  

a s s is ta n c e  o f  f a m i ly  m e m b e rs ,  b u t  u rb a n  m ig r a t io n  is  d ra w in g  

in c re a s in g  n u m b e rs  o f young  m e n  and w o m e n  in to  u rb a n  c e n te rs .

T e le v is io n  in  b o th  n a tio n s  has b e c o m e  an im p o r ta n t  m e a n s  o f 

e x p o s in g  p e o p le  to  new  id eas  and v a lu e s . P ro g ra m m in g  is  a c o m 

b in a t io n  o f t r a d i t io n a l  d ra m a s , m o d e rn  soap o p e ra s , q u iz  sh o w s , 

and A m e r ic a n  r e ru n s .  C o m m e rc ia ls  a d v e r t is e  e v e ry th in g  f ro m  

ch e w in g  g u m  to  r ic e  c o o k e rs . M a g a z in e s , n e w s p a p e rs , and t r a n s 

is t o r  ra d io s  a re  fo u n d  even in  th e  re m o te s t  a re a s .

U n fo r tu n a te ly  b o th  n a tio n s  a re  a ls o  p la g u e d  w ith  u rb a n  o v e r 

c ro w d in g  and a i r  and w a te r  p o l lu t io n .  T a iw a n  has s t r i c t  a i r  and 

w a te r  p o l lu t io n  la w s , b u t e n fo rc e m e n t is  la x  and e m p h a s is  is  on 

p ro d u c t io n  n o t c o n s e rv a tio n . J a p a n e se  c o n s e rv a tio n  g ro u p s  a re  

w e l l - o r g a n iz e d  and th e  g e n e ra l p o p u la t io n  is  m o re  a w a re , b u t no 

s ig n if ic a n t  im p ro v e m e n t  in  Ja p a n  has o c c u r re d  e ith e r .

D if fe re n c e s  in  T a iw a n  and Ja p a n  a re  r e la te d  to  v a r y in g  c u l

t u r a l  b a c k g ro u n d s , h is to r ic a l  e v e n ts , and J a p a n 's  m o re  adva nced  

in d u s t r ia l iz a t io n .  J a p a n  has had m o re  t im e  to  w e ld  h e r  in s t i tu t io n s  

and c u l tu r e ,  and m o re  fre e d o m  to  c re a te  new  fo r m s .  Japa nese  

c a p ita l w a s  u t i l iz e d  f o r  in d u s t r ia l iz a t io n  and th e  b u s h id o  code o f th e  

s a m u r a i, w ho  w e re  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  in d u s t r y  in  

Japa n , w a s  in c o rp o ra te d  in to  c o rp o ra te  m o re s  and v a lu e s . H e r
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in d u s try  is  o rgan ized  around the va lues o f group s o lid a r ity  and 

ha rm ony, and co rp o ra tio n s  take on a p a te rn a lis t ic  a ttitu de  tow ard  

w o rk e rs . W ith  the excep tion  o f the s o c ia l and p o lit ic a l re fo rm s  

im posed upon Japan a f te r  the w a r, she has v o lu n ta r ily  in co rp o ra te d  

change w ith  re la t iv e ly  l i t t le  d is ru p tio n .

Th is  accom m odation  w ith  change can be seen in  the life s ty le s  

of the Japanese. Homes conta in  app liances, a m odern  k itchen , and 

perhaps a w e s te rn  l iv in g  room , bu t the re m a in d e r o f the home is  

t ra d it io n a lly  Japanese. A r t  fo rm s  lik e  the tea cerem ony, Ikebana, 

and c a llig ra p h y  have rem a ined  in ta c t, bu t o ther a r t  fo rm s  such as 

a b s tra c t pa in ting  and underground th e a tre  are  a lso  popu la r. W este rn  

d ress  is  popu la r on the s tre e t o r  a t w o rk , w ith  tra d it io n a l d ress 

re se rve d  fo r  home o r  ce re m o n ia l occasions. O lson* a ttr ib u te s  th is  

a b il i ty  to  accom m odate o ld  and new to  the Japanese c h a ra c te r is t ic  

of c o m p a rtm e n ta liz in g  th e ir  liv e s , th e re b y  avoid ing con fron ta tion  in  

pe rson a l re la tio n s  and va lues.

U n like  the Japanese, the N a tio n a lis ts  have adopted changes 

under the p re s s u re  o f w a r and as a cond ition  o f aid fro m  the United 

States. Ta iw an, in  o rd e r  to  ra p id ly  in d u s tr ia liz e  fo r  m il i ta r y  p u r 

poses, has not had the lu x u ry  o f g radu a l change. In s titu tio n s  have 

had less o p p o rtu n ity  to  inc lude  those aspects o f Chinese t ra d it io n

^O lson, op. c i t . ,  p . 275.
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w h ich  lend them se lve s  to  m o d e rn ity . T he re  is  evidence, how ever, 

tha t th is  is  beg inn ing  to  occu r. A n in te re s tin g  exam ple is  tax  

c o lle c tio n . A "m o d e rn "  system  depends upon a p re d ic ta b le  source  

o f revenue, bu t the Chinese fo r  genera tions have been m a s te rs  at 

evading the ta x  c o lle c to r .  The c u rre n t accom m odation  is  to  "nego

t ia te "  w ith  tax  o f f ic ia ls  the percentage o f incom e th a t w i l l  be unde

c la re d  (the am ount o f cheating a llow ed) in  exchange fo r  com plete 

honesty in  paym ent on dec la red  incom e. The same approach is  

used to w a rd  a b o r t io n  w h ich  is  abso lu te ly  fo rb idd en , bu t is  necessary 

fo r  l im it in g  the b i r th  ra te  i f  any developm ent is  to  o ccu r. A b o rtio n  

is  qu ite  com m on ly  p ra c tic e d  and o ff ic ia ls  s im p ly  lo ok  the o the r way.

R apid change, in  add ition  to  d is co n tin u ity  in  be h a v io r and 

va lues, c rea tes  te ch n o lo g ica l d isco n tin u ity . The m ost advanced 

m e d ica l equ ipm ent is  a va ila b le  s id e -b y -s id e  w ith  tra d it io n a l fo lk  

re m e d ie s . One can purchase  v ita m in s  m anufactu red  by  Upjohn o r 

snake b lood. A hom e m ig h t conta in m odern  p lum b ing , but the to ile t  

w i l l  be re p a ire d  w ith  shoes trings  and rubberbands, and the waste 

fro m  the s in k  and bathtub w i l l  d ra in  in to  an open sew er. As in d u s 

t r ia l iz a t io n  p ro g re s s e s  m id d le - le v e l technology g row s , se rv ice  

in d u s try  is  deve loped, and d is c o n tin u ity  becomes le ss  of a p ro b le m . 

Japan is  m o re  fu l ly  developed in  th is  respect than Ta iw an.

A co m p a riso n  o f the in s titu t io n a l status o f women in  the tw o 

nations a lso  p o in ts  out th e ir  m any d iffe rences . In sp ite  o f Japan's
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e a r ly  co m m itm e n t to  w om en 's education, on ly 18.8 pe rcen t of 

co lleg e  and u n iv e rs ity  students a re  wom en com pared to 40 p e rce n t 

in  Ta iw an . Japanese women cons titu te  38. 7 pe rcen t o f the la b o r 

fo rc e  com pared to  27 .1  percen t in  Ta iw an. T h is  d iffe re n ce  m ig h t 

r e s u lt  f ro m  Japan 's  m o re  advanced deve lopm ent o r  the la rg e r  

num be r o f m a rr ie d  women in  the w o rk  fo rc e . Japan has 25 fem a le  

D ie t m em bers  com pared to  269 Taiwanese m em bers  o f C ongress, 

re p re s e n tin g  12 pe rcen t of the to ta l. I t  should be noted th a t women 

a re  guaranteed 10 pe rcen t o f a l l e le c tive  o ffice s  in  Ta iw an. O nly 

in  the a rea  o f d iv o rc e  a re  they s im ila r  w ith  Ta iw an, re p o r t in g  a 

. 7 pe rcen t d iv o rc e  ra te  and Japan 1. 02 pe rcen t.

F o r  wom en in  Taiwan and Japan in c lu s io n  in  p o l it ic a l,  econ

o m ic , and educa tiona l in s titu tio n s  has broadened op p o rtu n itie s  and 

expanded th e ir  ro le s . F o r  some so c ia l s c ie n tis ts  th is  is  a s u ffic ie n t 

d e f in it io n  o f m o d e rn iz a tio n  at the in d iv id u a l le v e l.  H ow ever, an 

o b s e rv e r o f these tw o  soc ie ties  is  ra p id ly  m ade aw are o f the severe  

re s tr ic t io n s  p laced on wom en's p a r t ic ip a tio n . Korson'*' notes tha t 

u n d e ru til iz a tio n  o f w om en 's s k il ls  in  a deve lop ing nation re p re se n ts  

a type o f "b ra in  d ra in "  w h ich ham pers deve lopm ent. In an in d u s 

t r ia l iz e d  na tion  i t  p reven ts  the e ffic ie n t use o f human re s o u rc e s .

■^Korson, J. H enry , "C a re e r R e s tra in ts  Am ong Women G rad 
ua te  Students in  a D evelop ing Society: W est P ak is tan . " J o u rn a l of 
C o m p a ra tiv e  F a m ily  S tudies, V o l. I, No. 1 (Autum n 1970), 98.
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The a rgum en t tha t f u l l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  by  wom en w ould th rea ten  m en 's  

p o s itio n  is  questionab le , but even i f  i t  w e re  the case, i t  w ould not 

ju s t i fy  a llo c a tin g  pow er and re so u rce s  on the bas is  o f sex. I f  

m o d e rn ity  in c ludes  advancem ent on the bas is  o f ach ievem ent, then 

wom en m ust be a llow ed fu l l  o p p o rtu n ity  to  achieve.

M o d e rn ity  fro m  the p o s itio n  of the a c to r s - - in  th is  case women 

in  Ta iw an and Ja p a n --ta ke s  on ano ther d im ens ion . I t  is  poss ib le  tha t 

they p e rc e iv e  change in  th e ir  s ta tus as s u ffic ie n t and a re  content 

w ith  l im ite d  p a r t ic ip a t io n . Secure in  th e ir  exhaulted p o s itio n  as 

w ives and m o th e rs , they m ay see l i t t le  to  be gained by expanding 

th e ir  ro le  m o re  fu lly .  Some w ould argue tha t a la c k  o f awareness 

o r  fe m a le  consciousness is  the l im it in g  fa c to r ,  not a genuine 

acceptance o f th e ir  p o s itio n . I observed women in  both soc ie tie s  

who w e re  aw are  of l im ita t io n s ,  f ru s tra te d  and a ng ry  about them , 

and anx ious to  e x e rc is e  th e ir  f u l l  p o te n tia l. These women w e re  a 

s m a ll but voca l m in o r ity .  M ost wom en, as I  have ind ica ted , a re  

content w ith  th e ir  lo t  and a re  not dem anding m o re  extensive change.

Japanese women, m o re  than Taiw anese wom en, a re  be ing  

exposed to  the ideo logy o f w om en 's  lib e ra t io n . The m ass m ed ia  in  

Japan is  in c re a s in g ly  concerned w ith  sex d is c r im in a t io n  and the 

gove rnm en t is  invo lved  in  ga the ring  s ta tis t ic s  and data on th is  

p ro b le m . W hether th is  exposure w i l l  a lte r  the  pe rcep tions  o f wom en 

re m a in s  to  be seen. Taiwanese wom en, on the o the r hand, a re
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co n s ta n tly  be ing re a ssu re d  tha t they have fu l l  e q u a lity  w ith  men 

and th a t th e ir  p o s itio n  is  v a s tly  s u p e rio r  to  th e ir  s is te rs  on the 

m a in land . A recen t new spaper a r t ic le  in  the China P o s t1 is  

e n tit le d , "Contented Fem a les  Make i t  Tough fo r  W om en's L ib  in  

Ta iw an . "  The a r t ic le  continues:

Fem ales a re  so c o m fo rta b le  in  th e ir  p o s itio n  tha t 
w om en 's  l ib e ra t io n  en thus iasts  have a h a rd  t im e  in  fin d in g  
a concre te  p la tfo rm  and catchy slogans to  launch the 
m ovem ent and w in  supp o rt.

The lim ite d  num ber of w om en 's l ib b e rs  h e re , m o d e r
ate com pared w ith  th e ir  W es te rn  co lleagues, concede tha t 
the  law  is  advanced in  Ta iw an and i t  is  the  "backw ard  so c ia l 
a tt itu d e s " o f the people they have to  f ig h t aga inst.

I t  is  a lso  im p o rta n t to  keep in  m ind  tha t la rg e  num bers o f 

wom en in  Taiw an and Japan g rew  up b e fo re  the  Second W o rld  W ar. 

A lthough  m ost of them  have accepted changes in  w om en 's  ro le s , 

they a re  m o re  conse rva tive  than women educated s ince  the w a r.

I f  one looks  to  the United States fo r  a m ode l, then i t  could be p r e 

d ic ted  tha t the next gene ra tion  o f women w ou ld  be on ly  s lig h t ly  le ss  

co n se rva tive . P re d ic tin g  fro m  the w es te rn  expe rience  is  a h a z a rd 

ous p ra c t ic e , how ever, and i t  is  poss ib le  th a t o u r A s ia n  s is te rs  w i l l  

demand and re ce ive  fu l le r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  b e fo re  wom en in  the w est.

I f  t ra d it io n a l va lues p ro v id e  a sense o f s e c u r ity  tha t enables women 

to  cope w ith  ra d ic a l charrgeT'Asian women m ig h t fee l m o re  confident

1 "C ontented Fem a les Make i t  Tough fo r  W om en's L ib  in  
T a iw a n ."  China Post, O ctober 23, 1975, p. 2.
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about m ak ing  demands on th e ir  s o c ie tie s .

The fo rc e s  a t w o rk  in  the n o n -w e s te rn  w o r ld  a re  not a re p e t i

t io n  of w e s te rn  h is to ry  n o r a re  they id e n tic a l in  each soc ie ty . 

In d u s tr ia liz a t io n  and m ode rn iza tio n  do fo s te r  c e r ta in  types of 

in s titu t io n s , bu t even these a re  m o d ifie d  m o re  o r  le ss  by c u ltu ra l 

fa c to rs . Techno logy m ay l im i t  v a r ia t io n  as one can observe  in  

a irp o r ts  o r  te le v is io n  studios w h ich  a re  the sam e in  a l l c u ltu re s . 

H ow ever, w here  th e re  is  the p o s s ib il ity  o f v a r ia t io n , in s titu t io n s  

w i l l  take on c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f tha t c u ltu re  and can re a d ily  be 

id e n tif ie d  w ith  a s p e c ific  c u ltu re . W hat is  le ss  c e r ta in  is  how 

t ra d it io n a l a ttitu d e s  and values a re  a ffec ted  by  m o d e rn iza tio n  and 

m uch w o rk  re m a in s  to  be done in  th is  a rea . F ro m  th is  b r ie f  s u r 

vey o f the  changing status o f women in  tw o  n o n -w e s te rn  c u ltu re s , 

i t  appears tha t t ra d it io n  rem a ins  a p o w e rfu l fo rc e , m o d ify in g  the 

im p a c t o f change and p re s e rv in g  the  c u ltu ra l in te g r ity  o f non

w e s te rn  s o c ie tie s .
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A P P E N D IX

S IN G L E

1. H ow  o ld  a re  yo u ?

2. Do y o u  l iv e  w ith  y o u r  p a re n ts ?

a. Who do y o u  l iv e  w ith ?

3. How f a r  d id  y o u  go in  s c h o o l?

4. W here  d id  you  g ro w  u p?

5. Do you  w o rk  o u ts id e  th e  house?

a. W hat ty p e  o f  w o rk  do you  do?

6. Do yo u  w o rk  a t h o m e ?

a. W hat typ e  o f  w o rk  do you  do a t  h o m e  ?

7. A re  yo u  p la n n in g  to  m a r r y  soon?

8 . H ow  m a n y  c h i ld r e n  m a k e  a good fa m ily ?

9. Do yo u  p la n  to  w o r k  o u ts id e  the house a f te r  y o u  a re  m a r r ie d ?

10. W hat m a k e s  a w o m a n 's  l i f e  a happy one?

11. I f  you  had  a d a u g h te r ,  w h a t w o u ld  yo u  w a n t h e r  to  be
w hen  she g re w  up?

12. I f  you  c o u ld  be a n y th in g  th a t  you  w a n te d  to  be , w h a t w o u ld
yo u  choose?

M A R R IE D  OR W ID O W E D

1. H ow  o ld  a re  yo u ?

2. Do yo u  l iv e  w ith  y o u r  p a re n ts ?  Y o u r  h u s b a n d 's  p a re n ts ?
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3. How fa r  d id  you go in  school?

4. W here d id  you g row  up?

5. Do you w o rk  outside the house?

a. What type o f w o rk  do you do?

b. Do you have c h ild re n ?

c. Who takes c a re  o f the c h ild re n  w h ile  you w o rk?

d. Who does the ho u sew o rk?

6. Do you w o rk  at home?

a. What type o f w o rk  do you do a t home?

7. D id  you w o rk  outside the house before you w e re  m a rr ie d ?

a. What type of w o rk  d id  you do be fo re  you w e re  m a rr ie d ?

8. How m any c h ild re n  m ake a good fa m ily ?

9. Do you have a daughter?

a. What do you w ant y o u r  daughter to be when she 
grow s up?

10. What m akes a w om an 's l i fe  a happy one?

11. I f  you cou ld  be anyth ing tha t you wanted to be. w hat would
you choose?
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