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CAMPGROUND USAGE AND USER 
ATTITUDES IN THE ALLEGAN STATE GAME AREA, 

ALLEGAN COUNTY, MICHIGAN

INTRODUCTION

P u rp o se

The A llegan S tate Game A rea , (henceforth  ab b rev ia ted  A .S .G.A .) 

was s tud ied  in  an effort to b e t te r  u n d e rs ta n d  w here  the cam pground  

u s e r s  came from, w ha t the a t trac t io n s  w ere  which b ro u g h t  them , w hat 

they d id  w hile  cam ping , and  w hat they  liked and d .liked about the 

a re a .  By ob ta in ing  a b e t te r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of why cam pers  have  come 

to an a rea  w hich  p ro v id e s  p r im itiv e  cam pground  fac ilit ies ,  and what 

they  do w hile  cam ping in  th e se  a r e a s ,  the p la n n e rs  and  adm in is tra to rs  

of th e se  a re a s  may gain  m ore in s ig h t  into w hat facilities and  c h a ra c te r is ­

tics of a cam pground  a re  most d e s ired  by  the u s e r s  of su ch  a r e a s . With 

a b e t te r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of c am p e r 's  w ishes  and  ac tiv it ie s ,  the d es ig n  of 

new cam pgrounds  and  a lte ra t io n s  to old ones can be  made which will 

more fully  p ro v id e  for the  d e s i r e s  of the cam p e rs ,  and maximum usage  

of the facilities  w hich  a re  to be  e s ta b l i s h e d . Because th is  p ro p e r ty  is  

the only la rg e  t ra c t  of s ta te  ow ned land  in  the sou thern  th i r d  of Michi­

gan w hich offers  re la t iv e ly  p r im itiv e  cam ping fac ilities, a  r a th e r  un ique  

situation is  g e n e ra te d .  Even so , i t  is the w r i te r 's  be lief tha t the people

1
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who use  th is  a rea  a re  typ ica l of m any cam pers  who utilize  p r im itive  

camping a re a s  th ro u g h o u t M ichigan and  o ther p a r t s  of the M idw est.

An attem pt n UJ been made to d isco v e r  w h ere  these  cam pers  came 

from, how long they  s tay e d ,  w hat they  d id  w hile  in the a re a ,  and th e ir  

likes and d is l ik e s  r e g a rd in g  the  cam pgrounds  and the  su r ro u n d in g  

a re a .  It is  hoped  th a t  by  o b ta in ing  a know ledge of these  fac ts , a b e t te r  

cam ping e x p e r ien ce  may be  p ro v id e d  to those p e r s o n s  who continue to 

u se  undeveloped  cam ping a re a s  .

A rea of S tudy

The A .S .G .A . looks a g re a t  deal like  m any o ther Michigan and 

Wisconsin a re a s  w hich  w e re  logged d u r in g  the la te  1800's and then  la te r  

allowed to g row  back  into second grow th  fo re s ts .  This p a r t ic u la r  a rea  

is a 45,000 a c re  t ra c t  located e n t i re ly  w ithin  Allegan County, M ichigan . 

Allegan County l ies  about s ix ty  miles n o r th  of the Indiana b o rd e r  and is 

bounded on the w est b y  Lake M ichigan, although none of the s ta te  game 

area  is  ad jacen t to the  l a k e . The a rea  is  n e a r ly  e q u id is tan t  from the 

c ities  of G rand  R ap id s ,  Kalamazoo, and  Benton H a rb o r ,  all of w hich  a re  

less  than  fifty m iles away (F igure  1) .

The m ajority  of the  a re a  is  located upon an  old g lacial lake b e d , 

although some p o r t io n s  of it  ex tend  unto  the gen tly  ro ll ing  topog raphy  

ad jacen t to the  lake bed r e g i o n . The la rg e s t  a rea  of the A .S .G . A . is 

d ra in ed  by  the  Kalamazoo R iv e r ,  w hich  flows tow ard  the  n o rth w es t

Reproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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4

th rough  the  a r e a . S ev e ra l small lakes  and bogs  a r e  a lso  p re s e n t  within 

the  A .S .G . A. The most common t re e s  w ithin  the A .S .G .A . a re  oaks.

T he  u n d e rs to ry  t r e e s  a r e  p r im ar i ly  w hite  oaks; b lack  oak p redom inates  

in the canopy (B rew er et a l . , 1973) . The oak t r e e s  h ave  re p la ce d  a fo res t  

of white p ine  w hich  was rem oved b y  logg ing  d u r in g  the late 1800's .  Al­

though most of the reg io n  is v e ry  sa n d y ,  some landow ners  a ttem pted to 

make a l iv ing  by  fa rm ing  these  lo g g ed -o v e r  a re a s  un ti l  about 1935.

At tha t time, the F ed e ra l  governm en t,  th ro u g h  the  S ub-M arg ina l Land 

P rogram  and  R esettlem ent P lan ,  p u rc h a se d  most of the p ro p e r ty  which 

ultimately becam e the A .S .G .A . (Nowell, 1935) . By 1938, the a rea  had 

b een  developed  into a fo res t  and  rec rea t io n  a rea  and a portion of i t  was 

designa ted  as a w ildlife  sa n c tu a ry  (Sawyer and  M oore, 1938) . In 1941 

the  a rea  was leased  to the  M ichigan D epartm ent of C onserva tion  and  was 

then  re f e r r e d  to as  the Allegan State F o re s t .  The s ta te  of Michigan actually  

rece ived  o w n e rsh ip  b y  t r a n s fe r r in g  state  owned p ro p e r ty  in the n o r th e rn  

sec tions of the State to the fed e ra l  governm ent in exchange  for ow nersh ip  

of the lan d s  in  Allegan County (S ch roeder ,  1973) . Such  t r a n s fe r s  took 

p lace  from 1949 to 1951.

All of the cam p g ro u n d s  w hich a r e  p re s e n t ly  b e in g  u sed  in  the 

A .S .G .A .  w ere  es tab lish ed  in  1938 when the Allegan Land Utilization 

P ro jec t w as opened  to the  p u b l ic .  The location of each of these  camp­

g ro u n d s  is  shown on F ig u re  2 . When the A .S .G .A . w as opened  for 

cam ping, no in d iv idua l cam psites  w ere  d es ign ted  for use  and  cam pers
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se t  up th e ir  ten ts  a n y w h ere  w ith in  a cam pground  a re a ,  r e s u l t in g  in v e ry  

c row ded  conditions a t the cho ices t a r e a s . The f i r s t  m odernization  of the 

g ro u n d s  o c c u r re d  in  1963 w hen  a new t ra i l  an d  sev e ra l  loops w e re  b u il t  

a long the  n o rth  s h o re  of Ely Lake to p ro v id e  m ore camping a re a s  for the  

la rg e  num bers  of peop le  who g a th e red  each sum m er a round  the swimming 

beach  on the  e a s te rn  sh o re  of the l a k e .

D uring  1969, all of the cam p g ro u n d s  w ere  m arked  w ith num bered  

posts  w hich  des ig n a ted  specific  cam psite  locations. It w as not un ti l  th is  

time tha t any  lim itation was p laced  upon  the num ber of cam pers  u s in g  any  

of the c a m p g ro u n d s .

F our cam pgrounds  w ere  open  to the  pub lic  d u r in g  the  sum m er of 

1972 in  the  A .S .G .A . All of these  a re a s  w ere  in a p rim itive  o r  u n d e ­

veloped condition . Each cam pground  contained  m arked  cam psites ,  

hand pum ps for w a te r ,  and p i t - ty p e  to ile ts . R unn ing  w a te r ,  show ers  

and  e lec tr ic i ty  w ere  not p ro v id e d . All of the  cam pgrounds  w ere  located 

within wooded a re a s  composed m ainly of oak t r e e s ,  and all w ere  n ea r  

some type  of lake  o r  stream  . Within the A .S .G .A ., and  eas ily  access ib le  

from the  cam p g ro u n d s ,  a re  two swimming a re a s ,  one at Swan C reek  Mill 

Pond and  the second  at Ely L a k e . In addition  four s tream s p rov ide  

tro u t f ish ing  and  sev e ra l  lakes  n e a rb y  contain  p ik e ,  b a ss  and p an f ish .  

H iking t r a i l s ,  canoeing  on the Kalamazoo R iv e r ,  mushroom h u n tin g , 

and  b ird w a tch in g  a r e  o ther ac tiv it ie s  w hich  a re  availab le  in the a r e a .
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A d esc r ip t io n  of each cam pground  is  g iven  to fam iliarize  the  

r e a d e r  with the  type of t e r ra in  and fac il i t ie s  p re s e n t  rn the cam p g ro u n d s .

Swan C reek

Swan C reek  is the most rem ote of the four c am p g ro u n d s .  It can 

be re ach ed  by  d r iv in g  s l igh tly  more than  one mile a long a "two track"  

road a fte r  leav ing  a p r im a ry ,  a sp h a l t -c o v e re d  county  ro a d .  T h e re  a re  

ten cam psites  located n e a r  the end of the tra i l  w hich  s tops  at the end  of 

the cam pground . Swan C reek  flows n e a r  the cam psites  b u t  is fa r  below 

in a w ide , wooded v a lley .

Lakeview

Lakeview is named for the scen ic  v is ta s  of Lake Allegan w hich  

can be o b se rv ed  from the cam psites .  Lake Allegan is an artif ic ia l lake 

c rea ted  by  damming the Kalamazoo R i v e r . A lthough the w a ters  of th is  

lake s u p p o r t  la rg e  n u m b ers  of warm w ater  f ish ,  no swimming is  allowed 

due to ups tream  pollu tion  of the  w ater  from the c ity  of Kalamazoo to the 

city of A lle g a n . In r e c e n t  y e a r s  th is  pollu tion  h as  d ec rea sed  and  the lake 

may soon be  opened to swim m ing. Lakeview contains  ten cam ping  s ites  

which a re  la rg e  and w ide ly  sp ac e d .  T he  t re e s  h e re  a re  la rg e  and  it is  

a v e ry  q u ie t  and p leasan t a r e a .
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Pine Point

T he  o r ig in a l  P ine Poin t cam pground  was located about 1,000 feet 

no rth  of i ts  p r e s e n t  location . In 1971, 47 s i te s  w e re  co n s tru c ted  a round  

two la rg e  o v a ls .  S ho r tly  th e re a f te r ,  the  old a re a  was c losed to camping 

bu t h a s  rem a ined  open for day  use (F r i ley ,  1973) .

P ine  Point c am pground  lies c lose  to the  b a ck w a te rs  of a small a r t i ­

ficial lake  c re a te d  b y  the damming of Swan C re e k .  Th is  lake  is u sually  

called the  Swan C reek  Mill Pond . T h e re  is a swimming a re a  and beach  

located on the lake  w ith in  w alk ing  d is ta n ce  of the cam psites ,  bu t i t  is 

often o v e rg ro w n  b y  a lgae  and  pond w eeds b y  la te  s u m m e r .

T he  s i te s  a t P ine  P o in t a re  not a s  la rg e  a s  the  ones a t the o the r 

cam p g ro u n d s ,  a lthough  th e y  a re  well s e p a ra te d  an d  most s ites  a re  

sc ree n ed  from view from o th e r  s ites  b y  in te rv e n in g  v e g e ta t io n . T h e  a rea  

to b e  u s e d  as the  ten t o r  t r a i le r  location is  ou tlined  b y  logs and  many of 

the s i te s  hav e  had  a la y e r  of g rav e l  p laced  upon  th e m . T h is  type  of site 

construc tion  an d  cam per reac tions  to i t  will be  d iscu ssed  la te r  in the 

p a p e r .

Ely Lake

T he  o ld e s t  cam p g ro u n d  in the  A .S .G .A . is  Ely Lake. T h is  camp­

g ro u n d  now con ta in s  80 s i t e s . T hese  s i te s  a r e  ro u g h ly  b ro k e n  into two 

a reas :  the  N orth  Section and  the East S e c t io n . T h e  East Section was in
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p a r t ,  the  o r ig in a l  cam pground  an d  grew  without much p lan n in g  o r  con ­

tro l .  It is  located n e a r  the swimming beach  and d ock . People  camped 

around  these  fac ilit ies  for many y e a r s  be fo re  form al s i te s  w ere  m ark ed  

out. As a co n seq u en ce ,  most of the sm aller t re e s  an d  u n d e rg ro w th  h a s  

been bea ten  down and  t ra i ls  w ind  th roughou t the a r e a . Most of the  la rg e  

tre e s  s t i l l  rem ain  and  th is  p a r t  of the  cam pground  is  well sh ad ed .

T he N orth Section w as opened  in 1963. T h e  a rea  w as p lanned  in  

a s e r ie s  of small loops b ra c h in g  off the main a c c e ss  ro a d .  Each loop con­

ta ins  four or five s i te s  on the o u te r  s ide  of the lo o p . T h e re  is ab u n d an t  

s h ru b b e ry  g row ing  in s id e  the d r iv e  and  betw een s i te s .  T h is  d esign  r e ­

ta ins  p r iv a c y  while  s till  u ti l iz in g  space  in a re a so n a b ly  efficient m an n er .

In add ition  to the swimming beach  and dock , th e re  is a b a seb a ll  

diamond and  s e v e ra l  h ik in g  t ra i l s  located n ear  the  s i te s  at Ely L a k e .

METHODS USED TO OBTAIN DATA

Two m ajor so u rces  of information w ere  u ti l ized  d u r in g  this  s tu d y .  

The f i r s t  was a q u es t io n n a ire  w rit ten  b y  the a u t h o r . T h is  ques t io n n a ire  

is in c luded  a s  A ppendix  I . Each cam pground  w as  v is i ted  sev e ra l  times 

d u r in g  the s u m m e r . An attem pt w as made to r e tu r n  a t d ifferen t times 

d u r in g  the day  and  on w eekdays and  w e e k e n d s . E ighteen  d ifferent days  

from J u n e  7th u n ti l  Septem ber 2nd w ere  spen t in te rv ie w in g  cam pers at 

the v a r io u s  cam p g ro u n d s .  When a cam pground  had  only  a few cam pers  

p re s e n t ,  an a ttem pt was made to contact all of them . D u rin g  p e r io d s  of
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h igh  occupancy , s ites  w e re  v is i ted  in a logical s eq u e n c e ,  such  as e v ery  

second occupied  s i te ,  un ti l  the cam pground  had been  covered . At each 

in te rv iew , the  au thor would re a d  the question  and  re c o rd  all re sp o n se s  

made by any  of the cam pers  u ti liz ing  the s i te .  An attempt was made to 

obtain the reac t io n s  of any  c h i ld re n  p re se n t  as well as the ad u lts .  In a ll ,

220 in te rv iew s  w ere  conducted , r e p re s e n t in g  993 cam p ers ,  n ear ly  7.5% 

of all the cam pers  who cam ped in the A .S .G .A . from A pril 1st until 

Septem ber 2nd , 1972 (the pe riod  of time covered  b y  th is  study) .

After the information was g a th e red ,  it was num ber coded and 

t r a n s fe r re d  to com puter pu n ch  c a r d s .  T he  data w as then syn thesized  

and analyzed  with the a id  of a c a rd  so r t in g  m a ch in e .

The second so u rce  of information w as the fo res t  cam pground 

reg is t ra t io n  c a rd .  T h is  c a rd  is a s tan d a rd ized  form u sed  by  M ichigan 's  

D epartm ent of Natural R esou rces  (DNR) in the ir  s ta te  forest cam pgrounds .

All cam pers m ust complete these  ca rd s  w hen they a r r iv e  at the  c a m p g ro u n d s . 

T h is  card  is  shown in  A ppendix  I I . All of the re g is t ra t io n  c a rd s  which 

w ere  completed in the  A .S .G .A . from A pril  1st u n ti l  Septem ber 4th, 1972 

w ere  u s e d . A total of 3,190 re g is t ra t io n  c a r d s  had  been  filled out by 

cam pers  d u r in g  th is  time in te rv a l .  All of the  information on these  c a rd s ,  

except the  cam p e r 's  name and s t re e t  a d d re s s ,  w as t ra n s fe r re d  to com puter 

punch  c a r d s . A com puter p rogram  was then  w rit ten  to analyze  th is  d a t a . 

Examples of some of the  information which was ob ta ined  inc lude  the total
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num ber of cam pers  u s in g  the cam p g ro u n d s ,  w h ere  the  cam p ers  came from , 

and how m any s ite s  w e re  occupied  in  each cam pground  d u r in g  each day  of 

the s p r in g  and  sum m er.

In an attempt to see  if the two methods of co llecting  data  y ie lded  

sim ilar r e s u l t s , s e v e ra l  com parisons  w ere  m a d e . T he  p e rso n a l  in te r ­

v iews showed that 9G.0% of the  cam psites  w ere  occup ied  b y  p e rso n s  

from M ichigan, while the  re g is t ra t io n  c a rd s  showed tha t 87.3% of the 

u s e r s  w ere  from M ichigan. T en ts  w ere  u sed  on 42.4% of the  s ite s  s u r ­

veyed  by  in te rv ie w s ,  while 45.5% of the re g is t ra t io n  c a r d s  re p o r te d  a 

ten t as the type  of camp u s e d .  A verage  camp s ize  w as 4 .4  p e rso n s  as 

repo rted  by  the  re g is t ra t io n  c a rd s ;  4 .5  p e rso n s  w ere  p r e s e n t  in  an a v e r ­

age site  b a se d  on the in te rv iew  d a t a , It is  felt tha t these  n u m b ers  a re  

s im ilar enough to make va lid  com parisons  betw een the two s u rv e y  i n ­

s trum en ts  .

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

U ser C h a rac te r is t ic s

Where cam pers  come from

A ccording  to cam pground  re g is t ra t io n  data a v a s t  m ajority  of the 

A .S .G .A .  cam pers  come from Michigan (87.3%) . O ther th an  M ichigan, 

only two s ta tes  u tilized  g re a te r  than  one p e rcen t  of the cam psites .  They
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w ere  In d ian a ,  5.6% and Ill ino is , 3.9%. T h ese  th re e  s ta te s  p ro v id ed  a l ­

most 97 p e rc e n t  of all of the  cam pers  (Table 1) . A complete l is t in g  of 

s ta tes  w hich  had  cam pers  in  the A .S .G .A . d u r in g  1972 is inc luded  as  

A ppendix  II I .

Table  1. N um ber of s ites  occup ied  by  the  leading  
th re e  s ta tes  from A pril  1, 1972 un til  Sep tem ber 4, 1972.

STATE NUMBER OF SITES %
OCCUPIED

Michigan 2785 87.3

Indiana 180 5.6

Illinois 123 3.9

T h is  data  would seem to in d ica te  tha t  the  A .S .G .A . is  not heav ily  

u sed  by  o u t-o f -s ta te  to u r is ts  and  may not be  a t t ra c t iv e  to p e rs o n s  coming 

from even re la t iv e ly  long d is ta n ce s .  T h is  conc lus ion  is fu r th e r  ve r if ied  

by  the  data  show ing cam psite  u sage  by coun ty . Tab le  2, and by  F ig u re  3 

which i l lu s t ra te s  the  d is tr ib u tio n  of s i te  o ccupancy  b y  county and s ta te .  

(See A ppendix  IV for a complete l is t in g  of s ite  u se  by  counties) . More 

than  50% of the  s i te s  w ere  occupied  by  cam p ers  coming from Allegan 

County o r  counties  ad jacen t to A llegan C oun ty . O ver 75% of all the s i te s  

u sed  w e re  occupied  b y  cam pers  from M ichigan coun ties  not more than 

s ix ty  m iles  from the A .S .G .A . (Table 2) . A nother s tu d y  of A .S .G .A . 

u s e r s ,  w hich  inc luded  p ic n ic k e r s ,  h ik e r s ,  and  s ig h ts e e r s ,  a s  well as 

cam p ers ,  also ind ica ted  tha t the m ajority  of the  u s e r s  of the A ,S .G .A .
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T able  2. N um ber of s i te s  occup ied  b y  the  lead in g  e leven  coun ties  in 
M ichigan from A pril  1, 1972 to Septem ber 4, 1972.

COUNTY NUMBER OF SITES PERCENT OF
OCCUPIED MICHIGAN

CAMPERS

B err ie n 684 24.7

Kalamazoo 513 18.6

A llegan 444 16 .1

Van B u ren 284 10 .3

Kent 197 7.1

Ottawa 192 6.9

Calhoun 77 2.8

Cass 60 2.2

Wayne 43 1.6

St. Jo se p h 28 1.0

O akland 28 1.0

All o th e r  coun ties 224 7.7
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came from n e a rb y  a re a s  (S tanford , 1972) . T h is  s tudy  was based  on in te r ­

views with n e a r ly  the same num ber of p e rs o n s  as  the p re se n t  one w as, b u t  

did not u tilize  any  information from the  cam per re g is t ra t io n  c a r d s .  One 

d ifference be tw een  the two s tu d ie s  w as  tha t S tan fo rd 's  w ork  re p o r te d  more 

p e rso n s  v is i t in g  the A .S .G .A . from Kalamazoo County than  from any  o ther 

county , w h e rea s  the p re s e n t  s tudy  showed that the g rea te s t  num ber of 

cam pers  came from B err ien  C o u n ty . Although the significance  of this d if fe r­

ence is  not k n ow n , one explanation  is  that th e re  w ere  more day v is i to rs  

from Kalamazoo County , b u t  more cam pers  from B err ien  County .

To fu r th e r  i l lu s tra te  the  influence that d is tance  e x e r ts  upon camp­

gro u n d  u s e ,  a g ra p h  was p re p a re d  com paring  the p e rc en t  of a counties p o p u ­

lation cam ping in the A .S .G .A . with the d is tance  of the county from the a r e a .  

F ig u re  4 shows tha t as  the d is tan ce  from the cam pground  in c re a s e s ,  the p e r ­

cent of a co u n ty 's  population v is i t in g  the cam pground d ec rea se s  ra p id ly .

The only county which a la rg e  n u m b er of cam pers  came from that is  not 

ad jacen t to A llegan C ounty  is B e r r ie n  County . T h e re  a re  p ro b ab ly  many 

re a so n s  why so many cam pers  from B err ien  County u se  the a re a .  F i r s t  

of a ll ,  B err ien  County contains the c ities  of Benton H arbor and St. Jo se p h .  

T hese  a re  re la tiv e ly  la rg e  c ities  and  many of the inhab itan ts  may enjoy 

leav ing  town d u r in g  the w eekend . Secondly , as F ig u re  1 show s, people 

from these c ities  have  an easy  acce ss  rou te  to the Allegan a rea  along In te r ­

state 196. Many of these  people  re p o r te d  tha t  they could get to a campsite
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in le ss  than  an h ou r and a half. A th i rd  rea so n  for so many cam pers  com­

ing  from B err ien  County is  tha t the  A .S ,G .A . is the c lo ses t  la rg e  fo res ted  

a r e a . A lthough Van B u ren  and W arren D unes S tate  P a rk s  a re  c lose r  and  

p ro v id e  cam ping, they a re  located upon a sandy  beach  along Lake M ichi­

g an . T hese  cam pgrounds  a t trac t  la rg e  n u m b ers  of youthfu l b a th e r s  and  

cam p ers ,  and  a re  r a r e ly  qu ie t o r  r e s t fu l .  Most of the cam pers  from B e rr ien  

County con tinue  on to the A .S ,G .A . becau se  they  p re fe r  the qu ie t fo res t  

a rea  to the  more crow ded  beaches  along Lake M ichigan . A final re a so n ,  

w hich  is p u re ly  specu la tive , is  the  "go no rth"  in s t in c t  of many c am p e rs .

Of the top e leven counties  which use  the Allegan a re a ,  only Kent and  Ottawa 

lie n o r th  of Allegan C ounty . S ince B err ien  County is  n e a r ly  s t ra ig h t  

south  of the A .S .G .A . ,  it feels p ro p e r  to these  peop le  to camp t h e r e .

It is  also in te re s t in g  to note tha t both of the  s ta tes  o th e r  than Michigan 

which u tilize  more than  one p e rcen t  of the cam psites  (Indiana and Illinois) 

lie d irec t ly  south of the  Michigan b o r d e r .

Weekly, seasonal and  long term u sag e  p a t te rn s

O rig ina lly  the num ber of s ites  occupied  d u r in g  each day of the 

s tu d y  p e r io d  w ere  plotted  sep a ra te ly  b y  c am p g ro u n d . T h is  w as done 

to de term ine  if the d ifference  in num ber of cam psites ,  the p re se n c e  o r 

absence  of a swimming a re a ,  o r  some o th e r  p a r t ic u la r  fea tu re  of an  in d i ­

v idual cam pground would a l te r  the p a t te rn  of cam pground  u sag e  fo r tha t 

p a r t ic u la r  c a m p g ro u n d . What actually  becam e ev id en t was tha t the
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Figure 5. Daily record of sites occupied at Svan Creek campground (1972).
Lettered dates indicate Saturdays.
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Figure 6. Daily record of sites occupied at Lakeviev campground (1972).
Lettered dates indicate Saturdays.
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Figure 7« Daily record of sites occupied at Ely Lake campground (1972).
Lettered dates indicate Saturdays.
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Figure 8* Daily record of sites used at Pine Point campground (1972)* 
Lettered dates indicate Saturdays.
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major factor w hich  could  be  c o r re la ted  w ith  h igh  cam pground  u sag e  was 

the o c c u r re n c e  of w eekends  and h o lid ay s .  By s tudy ing  F ig u re s  5 th ro u g h  

8 it qu ick ly  becom es obvious tha t cam pground  u sag e  is  not co n s is tan t  

e i th e r  th ro u g h o u t the  week or th ro u g h  the sum m er. Cam pers tend  to 

a r r iv e  e i th e r  on a F r id a y  even ing  o r  S a tu rd a y ,  and  leave S unday  even ing  

o r Monday m o rn in g . From m id -Ju n e  until the end of A ugust ,  m id -w eek  

occupancy r i s e s ,  b u t  is n e v e r  a s  h igh  as d u r in g  the  w eek en d s .  T h e re  

does not seem to be  any d ifference  betw een the a ttendance  p a t te rn s  at 

d ifferen t c a m p g ro u n d s . T hese  g ra p h s  w ere  b ased  on cam per r e g i s t r a ­

tion ca rd s  and  should  b e  ve ry  accu ra te .  It should  be  noted tha t  at 

n e i th e r  of the  two la rg e  cam p g ro u n d s ,  Ely Lake o r  P ine Point, w ere  

the  cam p g ro u n d s  ev er  fu ll .  From p e rso n a l  ex p e r ien c e ,  the  w r i te r  know s 

that th ese  cam pgrounds  a re  often filled d u r in g  w eek en d s .  Two re a so n s  

may account for these  d is c re p a n c ie s .  F i r s t ,  many cam pers  may a r r iv e  

late in  the  even ing  and not r e g i s te r  un ti l  the  following d ay .  Second ly , 

becau se  of the  fifteen day  limit on the num ber of days a cam per may s tay  

from May 1st u n ti l  Labor Day, some people may not r e g is te r  for as many 

days  a s  they  actually  s t a y . It a p p e a rs  tha t  an  in c re ase  of about 10% o v e r  

the  re c o rd e d  totals would be a re a so n ab le  estimate of the  t ru e  nu m b er of 

s i te s  occup ied  and  cam pers w hich actually  u se  the  A .S .G .A . T h is  a d ju s t ­

ment factor should  p e rh a p s  be u sed  on all a t tendance  f ig u res  g iven  in 

th is  p a p e r .
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T he  a v e rag e  s tay  p e r  cam per r e g is t ra t io n  card  was 3.5 d a y s ,  

s ligh tly  le ss  than  the  a v e ra g e  of 3.8 days  computed for all cam pers  u s in g  

M ichigan State F o re s t  cam p g ro u n d s  d u r in g  1972 (Anon. 1973). If s tay s  

of over  th re e  d ay s  a re  c o n s id e re d  to be  vaca tion  v is i ts ,  w hile  p e rso n s  

s tay in g  th re e  d ay s  o r  le s s  a r e  c o n s id e re d  to be  cam ping for the w eek en d , 

it a p p e a r s  tha t n e a r ly  9 ou t of 10 s i te s  a re  occupied b y  w eekend cam p ers ,  

as shown below in  T able  3.

T ab le  3. N um ber of c am p ers  who s tayed  for more 
than  th re e  d ay s  at the  same cam psite  d u r in g  the 

1972 s e a s o n .

CAMPGROUND NUMBER PERCENT

Swan C reek 39 14.9

Lakeview 23 8.3

Ely Lake 259 15.8

Pine Poin t 65 5.8

TOTAL 386 11.7

The cam pground  w hich h ad  the  l a r g e s t  n u m b e r  of cam p e rs  s tay ing  for 

more th an  th re e  d a y s  was Ely Lake, p ro b a b ly  becau se  it o ffers  the  b e s t  

swimming fac il i t ie s .  Swan C reek  a lso  had  a fa irly  la rg e  vacation ing  

g ro u p .  The v aca tio n e rs  w hich  w ere  in te rv iew ed  a t Swan C reek  sa id  

that th ey  chose i t  b e ca u se  of i ts  s e c lu s io n . T h ese  two cam p g ro u n d s  not 

only had  more long term  u s e r s ,  b u t  th e  r e s u l t s  of th e  p e rso n a l  i n t e r ­

v iew s show ed th a t  they  a lso  a t t ra c ted  more re p e a t  v is i ts  from p rev io u s
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cam pers  than Lakeview o r  P ine Po in t (Table 4) . T hese  f ind ings  in d ica te  

tha t c am p e rs ,  w hen g iven  a cho ice , a r e  selec tive  about w hich cam pground  

they  use  even w hen the b as ic  fac ilities  and  genera l location a re  the  sam e.

T able  4. Number of cam p e rs  who re tu rn e d  to the 
same cam pground at le a s t  once d u r in g  the  1972 

sum m er season .

CAMPGROUND NUMBER PERCENT

Swan C reek 34 13.3

Lakeview 32 11.5

Ely Lake 242 14.7

Pine Point 104 9.3

Num ber of p e rs o n s  u s in g  a site

T he  av e rag e  num ber of p e r s o n s  p e r  s ite ,  as shown by  the r e g i s ­

tra tion  ta g s ,  was 4 .4  p e r s o n s .  T h is  f ig u re  c o r re sp o n d s  well with the  

a v e ra g e s  of from four to five g iv en  in  a sum m ary of two s tu d ie s  done in 

Maine and D elaw are  (Cole and W ilkins, 1971) , b u t  is  h ig h e r  than the  

3 .4  a v e rag e  found in  a s tu d y  done in a state  fo res t  cam pground  in 

n o r th e rn  M ichigan (DeVillez, 1972) , and  the 3 .5  av e rag e  for the  c am p e rs  

u s in g  National F o res t  cam pgrounds  (Isabell, 1973) . Of the  215 s ite s  

which w e re  checked , only five had  one cam per and  o v e r  ha lf  of the  s i te s  

had  e i th e r  two, fou r ,  o r  five cam pers  (see T ab le  5) . Ninety p e rc e n t  of the 

s ite s  w e re  be in g  used  by  some s o r t  of a family u n it ,  e i th e r  a co u p le ,  a
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T able  5. D is tr ibu tion  of cam pers  by  num bers  p e r  
cam psite  as shown by  q u es t io n n a ire  r e s u l t s .

NUMBER OF PERSONS NUMBER OF SITES PERCENT OF SITES
USING THE SITE CONTAINING THIS CONTAINING THIS

MANY PERSONS NUMBER OF PEOPLE

1 5 2.3

2 41 18.6

3 31 14.1

4 45 20.5

5 38 17.3

6 17 7.8

7 15 6.8

8 14 6.4

9 5 2.3

10 4 1.8

11 3 1.4

14 1 0.5

16 1 0.5

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



26

family, o r  a family and  f r ie n d s .  T he  cam psites  with family g ro u p s  con ­

ta ined an average  of 2 .2 c h ild ren  12 y e a r s  of age  o r  u n d e r . Only 10% of the 

cam psites w ere  occup ied  by  o rgan ized  g ro u p s ,  f r ien d s  cam ping to g e th e r ,  

o r  a s ing le  p e rso n  (Table 6) . T h ese  f ig u res  a r e  rem ark ab ly  s im ilar to 

those cited b y  Cole and  Wilkins (1971) in th e ir  sum m ary of the s tu d ie s  con­

ducted in the n o r th e a s te rn  United S ta tes .  It would seem that cam ping, is  

t ru e ly  a family activ ity  .

Age d is tr ib u tio n  of cam pers

A com parison w as made betw een the age d is tr ib u tio n  of the  cam pers  

u s in g  the A .S .G . A . and the actual age  d is tr ib u t io n  of the population 

liv ing  in S ou thw estern  Michigan (Table 7) . T h e  population data for 

Southw estern  M ichigan was u sed  because  almost 90 p e rc en t  of the cam pers  

from Michigan came from th is  a re a .  The re s u l t s  a re  q u ite  in te re s t in g .  

C h ild ren  12 and u n d e r  w ere  g rea tly  over re p re se n te d  in the  cam pgrounds; 

th e re  was also an ex cess  of cam pers  from 13 to 44; while p e rso n s  o v e r  45 

w ere  not u s ing  the cam pgrounds as often as might be  expected  from the 

cen su s  da ta . An o v e rre p re se n ta t io n  by  the  y o u n g e r  age g ro u p s  in  w ild e r ­

ness  type  cam pgrounds  was noted in  a s tudy  b y  B urch  and  W enger (1967) . 

T h e ir  conclusion w as that p e rh a p s  the  young  to middle age family g ro u p s  

who p re fe r  w ild e rn e ss  camping may la te r  change  to conven ience  cam ping 

as they  grow o ld e r .  A sim ilar explanation could eas ily  be  c o rre c t  in  the 

case  of the cam pers  u s in g  the  A .S ,G .A . T h is  p re fe re n ce  for p rim itive  type
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T able  6. D is tr ibu tion  of cam pers  b y  type  of g roup  
as shown by  q u e s t io n n a ire  r e s u l t s  .

TYPE OF GROUP NUMBER PERCENT

Single  family 123 55.9

Couple 36 16.4

Family and fr ien d s 24 10.9

Two o r m ore families 15 6.8

O rgan ized  g roup 4 1.8

F r ie n d s 13 5.9

One p e rso n 5 2.3
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Table  7. M ich igan 's  population  and  S o u thw es tern  M ich igan 's  p o p u ­
la tion (Allegan, B e r r ie n ,  C alhoun, C a s s ,  Kalamazoo, Kent, 
O ttaw a, S t.  J o s e p h ,  and  Van B uren  C ounties) b y  age g roup  
com pared  with the  age d is tr ib u t io n  of the  cam p ers  in te rv iew ed  
at the A .S .G .A . ,  (Population data from U .S . C e n su s ,  1971b).

AGE GROUP PERCENT OF
MICHIGAN’S
POPULATION

PERCENT OF 
SOUTHWESTERN 
MICHIGAN'S 
POPULATION

PERCENT OF
CAMPERS
POPULATION

1-12

13-19

20-44

45-64

26.2

14.1

31.4

19.8

25.9

14.5

31.3

19.2

34.5

19.9

36.3

7.5

65 o r o v e r  8 .5  9 .1  1.!
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cam pgrounds  may be  pa r t ia l ly  economical. Y ounger m a rr ied  couples 

u su a l ly  do not h av e  as  la rg e  an income as  m idd le -aged  fam ilies. The 

A .S .G .A . p ro v id e s  cam ping with no fee , and s ince  most of these  people 

who camp th e re  live  w ithin an h o u r 's  d r iv e ,  it does not cost much to trav e l  

to the  c a m p g ro u n d .

DeVillez (1972) re p o r ted  that p e rso n s  from 46 to 65 w ere  ove r  r e p r e ­

sen ted  at the  s ta te  fo res t cam pground  in n o r th e rn  M ichigan w hich he s tu d ied .  

He a lso  s ta ted  tha t over 90% of the  cam pers  p lanned  to fish  while at the camp. 

O lder coup les  w ho 's  c h i ld re n  have  left home, o r  p a re n ts  with o lder c h i ld re n  

a re  more like ly  to be able to sp en d  more time f is h in g .  T h ese  p e rso n s  who 

a re  f ree  to t ra v e l  fu r th e r ,  b ecause  they  a re  not encum bered  by  yo u n g  c h ild ­

r e n ,  may d r iv e  fu r th e r  to re a c h  b e t te r  known f ish in g  a re a s  r a th e r  than 

cam ping a t n e a rb y  a re as  such  as  the A .S .G .A . th u s  c o n tr ib u tin g  to the  low 

p e rc en ta g e  of p e r s o n s  over 45 who camp t h e r e , A final re a so n  for the  low 

num ber of cam pers  in the h ig h e r  age  g ro u p s  is  s im ply  tha t o lde r  p e rso n s  

camp le ss  f r e q u e n t ly .  A r e p o r t  by  M ueller and G urin  (1962) showed that 

ove r  20 p e rc e n t  of the p e rso n s  s u rv e y e d  from 18 to 44 y e a r s  old had camped 

at leas t  once the  p rev io u s  y e a r ,  10 p e rc en t  of those from 45 to 64 had  been  

cam ping , and  only seven p e rc e n t  of the p e rso n s  s u rv e y e d  who w ere  o v e r  

65 had  been  cam ping d u r in g  the  la s t  y e a r .
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T h e re  was a  la rg e r  p e rc en ta g e  of te en ag e rs  at Swan C reek  and Ely 

Lake (30.0% and 26.0%) than a t the two o ther  cam pgrounds (7.8% and 

16.0%) . T h e re  seem s to be two d ifferen t re a so n s  for th is .  T he  te en ag e rs  

in te rv iew ed  at Swan C reek  w ere  ga th ered  in g ro u p s  of f r iends  and  r e ­

ported  tha t they w ere  cam ping th e re  b ecau se  it was isola ted  and they 

d id  not w ish  to d is tu rb  anyone. On the o ther h an d , the th ir te e n  to 

n ineteen  year  o lds at Ely Lake w e re  cam ping with th e ir  p a re n ts ,  and 

p re fe red  that cam pground  b e cau se  of the  swimming b each . C o n v erse ly ,  

th e re  w ere  more ch i ld re n  12 o r  u n d e r  s tay in g  at the P ine  Poin t (39.0%) 

and Lakeview (44.0%) cam pgrounds  than a t Swan C reek  (26.0%) and Ely 

Lake (27.5%). C onversa tions  with the p a re n ts  ind ica ted  tha t these  a re a s  

w ere  p re fe re d  b e ca u se  of the qu ie t and  safe n a tu re  of the c am p g ro u n d s .  

Ely Lake espec ia lly  is  knowrn for its  concen tra tions  of te e n a g e rs ,  and 

some p a re n ts  of y o u n g e r  c h i ld re n  tend to shun  th is  cam pground  because  

of t h i s .

Ju d g in g  from the  data collected from this s u rv e y ,  and  the  above 

d iscu ss io n ,  it w ould  ap p ea r  tha t d r iv in g  time to the cam p g ro u n d s ,  cost 

fac to rs ,  the ava ilab le  type  of re c re a t io n ,  and the age of the c h i ld re n ,  if 

a n y , all have  an effect upon the age d is tr ib u tio n  of cam pers  at a p a r t ic u la r  

cam pground .
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T y p e  of camp

A s u rp r is in g ly  la rg e  n um ber of cam pers  u sed  ten ts  for s h e l t e r . 

Table  8 shows tha t n ea r ly  half  of the re g is tra t io n  c a rd s  rep o r te d  ten ts  

as the  type  of camp . T ra i le r s  w ere  second with 39 .6% and  p ick -u p  

cam pers w ere  re p o r te d  as 14.9%. A s im ilar s tudy  by  DeVillez (1972) in 

a n o r th e rn  Michigan state  fo rest showed that only 21% of the cam pers  

u sed  a ten t, and  in U .S .  F o res t  S e rv ice  C am pgrounds which a re  

access ib le  by  autom obiles, le ss  than  o n e - th ird  of the cam pers  u se  ten ts  

(Isabell, 1973) .

Tab le  8 . T ype  of camp u sed  by  cam pers  at the 
A .S .G .A . d u r in g  the 1972 summer season 

accord ing  to re g is t ra t io n  c a r d s .

TYPE OF CAMP NUMBER PERCENT

T ent 1316 45.5

T ra i le r  1144 39.6

P ick -u p  cam per 430 14.9

The rea so n  for the la rg e r  n u m b ers  of tents at the A .S .G .A . might 

inc lude  the fact tha t most of the cam pers  came for re la t iv e ly  sh o r t  pe r iods  

of time (Table 3) and w ere  not t rav e l in g  for long d is ta n ce s .  Because of 

th is  the additional conveniences  offered b y  trav e l  t r a i le r s  w ere  not as 

im portan t as they o the rw ise  would b e . Another reaso n  is  that these
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cam pgrounds  a re  not p lan n ed  for u se  b y  la rg e  t r a i l e r s . Most of the 

s i te s  a re  not of the  " p u l l - th ro u g h "  ty p e ,  and th e re  a re  no s e w e r ,  w a te r ,  

o r  e lec tr ica l  hook u p s .

A re p o r t  b y  F e r r i s s  (1962) s ta ted  tha t cam ping and income a re  d irec tly  

re la ted ,  each h ig h e r  income g ro u p  doing  more cam ping  than  the  p re c e d in g ,  

except for the  h ig h e s t  income c lass  ($15,000 and over) . A lthough family 

income was not d e te rm in ed , many of the u s e r s  a p p ea red  to be  in the  low er 

income r a n g e s .  Fac to ry  w o rk e r s ,  m a rr ied  college s tu d e n ts ,  and  m igran t 

farm w o rk e rs  w ere  all met w hile  in te rv iew in g  the  cam p e rs .  By u s in g  ten ts  

these  people  w ere  ab le  to camp w ithout m aking a la rg e  in itia l investm en t.

A com parison of the data  in Table 8 with tha t  ob ta ined  b y  p e rso n a l  

in te rv iew s  (Table 9) shows tha t tent p e rc en tag es  w e re  qu ite  s im ila r ,  bu t 

tha t  th e re  w ere  m ore p ic k -u p  cam pers and  t r a i le r s  re p o r te d  on the r e ­

g is tra tio n  c a r d s .  T he  most logical explanation  for th is  is  th a t  the r e g i s ­

tra tion  c a rd s  did not p ro v id e  a place to r e p o r t  motor hom es, b u s e s ,  

v an s ,  o r  t e n t - t r a i l e r s . The p e rso n  re g is te r in g  may eas ily  r e g i s te r  

motor hom es, b u se s  o r  vans  u n d e r  p ic k -u p  cam per r a th e r  than  tent o r  

t r a i l e r ,  w h e rea s  the ten t t ra i le r  u s e r  would p ro b ab ly  r e g i s te r  h is  

cam per as  a t r a i le r  .

T ab le  9 fu r th e r  s u p p o r ts  the idea tha t the cam pers  may be from the 

lower income ra n g e  becau se  the cost of the a v e rag e  t r a i le r  is  g re a te r  than 

that of an av erag e  t e n t - t r a i l e r .
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T able  9. T ype  of camp u sed  b y  cam pers  con tac ted  by 
p e rso n a l  in te rv ie w s  in  the A .S .G .A . d u r in g  
the  sum m er sea so n ,  1972.

TOTAL PERCENT

T ent 92 42.4

T e n t - t r a i le r  32 14.7

C am per t r a i le r  68 31.3

Motor h o m e , 7 3.2
v a n , o r  b u s

P ic k -u p  cam per 18 8.3

Site day s  and  cam per day s  sp en t  in the A ,S .G .A .

T ab le  10 show s the total num ber of cam per days  sp en t  in  the A .S .G .A . 

d u r in g  the 1972 sum m er season  as in d ica ted  th ro u g h  the re g is t r a t io n  c a r d s  

filled out fo r tha t time p e r io d .  This  information shows that o v e r  50,000 

cam per d ay s  w e re  sp en t  in the  a r e a . The main p u rp o se  in ob ta in ing  th is  in fo r­

mation w as  to g ive  the  m an ag e rs  of the a re a  a b e t te r  idea  of ju s t  w hat the  

total u se  of the  a re a  w as .  T h is  know ledge is va luab le  when p lans  a r e  b e in g  

made for fu tu re  s ite  c o n s tru c tio n ,  s taffing n e ed s ,  and opera tiona l cost e s t i ­

mates .

Reproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



34

T able  10. Total num ber of cam per days  sp en t  in the 
A .S .G .A .  d u r in g  the 1972 sum m er seaso n .

CAMPGROUND NUMBER OF CAMPER DAYS

Swan C reek 4955

Lakeview 3157

Ely Lake 29,375

Pine  Point 12,555

TOTAL 50,042

Mr. C h ar les  F r i l e y ,  m anager of the Allegan State Game A rea , informed 

the au th o r  tha t a ro u g h  estimate of u s e r  days  at each cam pground  is made by 

counting  the  num ber of full t ra sh  b a r r e l s  emptied at each location . Each 

full b a r r e l  is  co n s id e re d  to re p re se n t  30 v is i to r  d a y s . T h is  method re su lted  

in an estim ate  of 53,250 u s e r  days  at Ely Lake, 27,030 at P ine Point, 9,270 

at Swan C re e k ,  and 8,310 at Lakeview d u r in g  the 1972 cam ping season from 

A pril th ro u g h  O c to b e r . These  estim ates a re  almost twice as h igh  as the 

rep o r te d  n u m b e r  of cam pers  calcu la ted  b y  the u se  of the 1972 cam per r e g i s ­

tra tion  c a r d s .  The 1972 re g is t ra t io n  totals (shown in T able  10) ind ica te  that 

a total of 50,042 cam per days  w e re  spen t in  the A .S .G .A . d u r in g  the s tu d y  

p e r io d . T he  estim ates made by  tra sh  p ickup  a re  based  upon a s ligh tly  

longe r  time p e r io d  than  the one for which th is  s tu d y  w as c o n d u c te d . In 

add ition , some of the g a rb ag e  is  left by  day  v is i to r s ,  such  as  swim m ers and 

p ic n ic k e rs ,  who a re  also inc luded  in the u s e r  day  r e p o r t ,  hence  ra is in g  the 

e s t im a te . T h e  Ely Lake cam pground  and P ine  Point cam pground  a ttrac t
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many people  each day  who come to p icn ic  and swim. By add ing  these  p e r ­

sons to the cam per v is ita tion  d a y s  at P ine P in t and Ely Lake, M r. F r i le y 's  

estim ates may be qu ite  c lose . T h is  w r i te r  does feel th a t  the estim ates of 

u s e r  d ay s  b ased  on t r a s h  p ickup  a re  too h ig h  for Swan Creek and  Lakeview 

because  the  p ub lished  estim ates  a re  much h ig h e r  than  the cam per days 

r e c o r d e d . V ery  few d ay  u s e r s  w e re  o b se rv ed  in th e se  two cam ping  a reas  .

By d iv id in g  the n u m b er of cam per days  at Swan C reek  and Lakeview (8,112) 

by the n um ber of b a r r e l s  of t r a s h  p icked  up (586) an  estimate of about 14 

cam per days  p e r  full b a r r e l  is  o b ta in e d . If an  ad justm en t is made for the 

longe r  time period  that t ra sh  p ick u p  re c o rd s  w ere  kep t than that for which 

cam ping re g is t ra t io n  da ta  was tabu la ted , and  for some addition of t ra sh  by  

day u s e r s ,  an estimate of 20 cam per days  p e r  b a r r e l  of t ra sh  would p ro b ab ly  

by  qu ite  a c c u r a te .

T ab le  11 shows th a t  the s i te s  at Swan C reek  a re  more fu lly  utilized 

than those at any o th e r  cam pground , p ro b ab ly  due to people u s in g  th is  a rea  

who p re fe r  isolation and  the small num ber of cam psites  found h e re .  It was 

quite  s u r p r i s in g  to find the o the r  small cam pground , Lakeview , also had 

more of i ts  s ites  filled d u r in g  the cam ping period  th an  did Ely Lake. The 

most logical explanation  for th is  may be that a lthough the s ites  n e a r  the beach  

at Ely Lake a re  often fu ll ,  the w r i te r  o b se rv ed  that the  ones a long the n o rth  

sh o re  of the lake often a re  n o t . P ine Point ra n k e d  low est in the p e rc en t  of 

poss ib le  u tiliza tion , p ro b ab ly  s ince  it is n e i th e r  v e r y  sec luded  no r  does it 

offer a swimming a rea  which is  as good as the b each  as  Ely L a k e .
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Table  11. Total num ber of s ite  days  u tilized  p e r  camp­
g ro u n d  in  the A .S .G .A . d u r in g  the 1972 sum m er season 

and the p e rc en t  of poss ib le  utilization (number 
of s i te s  x num ber of days available) .

CAMPGROUND NUMBER OF 
DAYS USED

PERCENT
UTILIZATION

Swan Creek 1049 66.4

Lakeview 855 54.1

Ely Lake 6402 50 .7

Pine Point 2998 40.4

Table 11 fu r th e r  em phasizes the fact that a lthough cam pgrounds  ap p ea r  

to be fully u tilized  d u r in g  b u sy  summer w eekends, th e re  a re  many times 

w her Tess fran  50% of the s ites  a re  occupied .

C am per Activities While in the A .S .G .A .

All of the information used  in the portion of the p a p e r  w as ob ta ined  from 

220 in te rv iew s  a t cam psites .  A total of 993 p e rso n s  w e re  cam ping at these  

s ites  at the time that the in te rv iew s  w ere  conducted . Most of the inform ation 

was d iv ided  into two un its :  that re p re se n t in g  p e rso n s  19 o r u n d e r ,  and tha t 

which p e r ta in ed  to the p e rs o n s  20 or o ld e r .

Swimming

The most p o p u la r  activ ity  at all the cam pgrounds excep t Lakeview 

was swimming. O ver 60% of all the p e rso n s  u n d e r  20 did  some swimming
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T able  12. Where cam pground  f isherm en  sp en t  th e ir  
f ish ing  tim e, as  shown b y  ques t io n n a ire  
r e s u l t s .

FISHING AREA SWAN LAKEVIEW ELY LAKE PINE
CREEK POINT

Ely Lake 0% 10.1% 7 1 .7 * 5  2.1-5

Little Tom Lake 17.0 0 11.1 0

Swan C reek  21.9* 1.0 9.3
Mill Pond

Lake Allegan 5.5 70.8 * '

88.3*

Allegan 9 .1  18.1 3 .9  5.3
Dam Area

O ther A reas  46.5 0 4.1  4.3

* Ind ica tes  the  c losest f ish in g  a re a  to the  re sp ec tiv e  c a m p g ro u n d . 
In all cases  th ese  a re a s  a re  w ith in  one mile of the  ind icated  
c a m p g ro u n d .
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and 35.9% of the  cam p ers  o v e r  19 a lso went swimming. At Ely Lake and  

P ine Point, w h ere  the  b e ach es  a r e  located , bo th  g ro u p s  a v e ra g e d  over  

two h o u rs  p e r  day on the  beach  o r  in  the w a te r .  At Lakeview  and  Swan 

C re ek ,  the cam pers  sp en t  about one h o u r  p e r  day  swimming.

Hiking

A la rg e  p e rc en ta g e  of both  g ro u p s  at all the cam pgrounds  did  some 

h ik in g .  N early  60% of the  y o u n g e r  p e rso n s  and 39.1% of those  o v e r  19 h ik e d ,  

with a da ily  a v e ra g e  of 1.8 h o u rs  for the y o u n g e r  g roup and 1.7 h o u rs  for 

the o ld e r  c am p e rs .  Most of the h ik e s  w ere  re la tive ly  s h o r t ,  e i th e r  w ith in  the 

cam pground  a re a ,  a long  the county  ro a d s ,  o r  on the s h o r te r  h ik in g  t r a i l s  near 

the cam p g ro u n d s .  Only one p e rs o n  re p o r te d  that he had  done some h ik in g  

off the t ra i l s  w ith in  the w o o d s . T h is  would indicate th a t  a re la t iv e ly  small 

a rea  is needed  to p ro v id e  h ik in g  t ra i ls  for most p e r s o n s .

F ish ing

T h e re  w ere  almost as m any p e rso n s  ove r  19 fish ing  (100) as th e re  

w ere  y o u n g e r  p e rs o n s  (32) . T h ese  f ig u res  r e p re s e n t  24.4% of the young  

g roup  and  22 .3% of the  o lde r  p e r s o n s  at the c am p g ro u n d s .  An a v e rag e  of 

2.35 h o u rs  p e r  day w e re  sp en t  f ish in g ,  w ith little  d ifference  be tw een  the  

two g r o u p s . Table  12 shows tha t most of the f isherm en sp en t  almost all of 

the ir  f ish ing  time a t the  n e a re s t  availab le  fish ing  a r e a . F ishe rm en  cam ped
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at Ely Lake f ished  at Ely Lake; those  a t P ine  Point f ish ed  almost ex lu s iv e ly  

in the  Swan C reek  Mill P o n d , w h ich  is  ad jacen t to the  cam p g ro u n d , and  those  

at Lakeview fished  in Lake A llegan , w hich is w ithin 100 y a rd s  of all the  cam p­

s i te s  at L akeview . The re s u l t s  from the Swan C reek  cam pground  w ere 

s t ro n g ly  affected by  one la rg e  g ro u p  of cam pers  w hich  spen t severa l days  

f ish in g  in  Lake M ichigan n e a r  South  H aven . Without th is  g ro u p 's  c o n tr i ­

b u tio n ,  the la rg e s t  n u m b er  of f ish in g  h o u rs  would hav e  been  at the Swan 

C reek  Mill Pond , w hich is  the  c lo se s t  warm w ater f ish in g  a rea  n ear  the 

Swan C reek  cam p g ro u n d s .

Two re a so n s  may exp lain  w hy most of the f ishe rm en  concen tra ted  

th e ir  activ ity  at the lak es  n e a re s t  the cam pground  w h ere  they w ere  s ta y in g .

T he  f i r s t  would be tha t they  e s tab lish ed  th e i r  camp w h ere  they  w ished  to 

f ish .  T he second  r e a so n ,  which the  au tho r  b e liev es  to be the case  more 

often , is  tha t  most of the  f ishe rm en  did  not come to the A .S .G .A . p r im ar i ly  

to f ish ,  when they did  do some f ish in g  they  fished  a t w h icheve r  area  was 

the  eas ies t  to re a ch  from th e ir  cam psite .

Only th re e  cam p e rs  in te rv iew ed  d id  any  tro u t  f ish in g .  All of th e se  

people  fished  in  Swan C re ek .

O ther  ac tiv ities

Table  13 shows th a t  14.5% of a ll cam psite  u s e r s  b ro u g h t  a small boat; 

many of th e se  w ere  u se d  for boa ting  as  well as f ish in g .  In add ition , 2 .3% 

of the  u s e r s  b ro u g h t  canoes  .
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Table  13. Extra  equ ipm ent b ro u g h t  by 
in te rv iew ed  by  the  au th o r .

cam pers

TOTAL PERCENT

Small boa ts 32 14.5

Bicycles 25 11.4

Canoes 5 2.3

T ra il  b ik e s 4 1.8

Motor b ik e s 4 1.8

B icycles  w ere  p re s e n t  at ov e r  11.0% of the  s i te s ,  and a few tra il  and 

motor b ik e s  w ere  also o b s e r v e d . It shou ld  b e  pointed out tha t motorized 

v eh ic les  a r e  not allowed in  the fo re s t  o r  on h ik ing  tra ils ;  they m ust have 

s ta te  veh ic le  l ic en se s  and  rem ain  on m arked  county r o a d s .

F o u r  p e rc en t  of the  p e rso n s  in te rv iew ed  re p o r te d  that they  did 

some s ig h tse e in g  w hile  d r iv in g  w ith in  the A .S .G .A . ,  and one couple sp en t  

sev e ra l  h o u rs  each day  b i rd w a tc h in g .  T h e  m ajority  of the adu lts  which 

w ere  in te rv iew ed  re p o r te d  that they  sp en t  more time " jus t re la x in g "  than  in 

doing  a n y th in g  e l s e .

C am per A ttitudes 

Why cam p ers  chose the  A .S .G .A .

More than  60% of all cam pers  in te rv iew ed  s ta ted  that th e i r  reason  

for choosing  th is  a re a  w as  because  it was close  to home, qu ie t ,  o r  not
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crow ded (Table 14) . The only  o th e r  re a so n s  given more than five p e rcen t  

of the time w ere  "came with or met f r ien d s  here"  and "recom m ended by 

f r ie n d s" .  Although a few p e rso n s  mentioned f ish ing , swimming and h ik in g ,  

these  did not seem to be im portant fac to rs  in choosing th is  a rea  to camp i n .

The b e s t  liked  fea tu res  of the camping a rea  w ere  i ts  qu ie t and re la x in g  

a tm osphere  and  the wooded and prim itive  n a tu re  (see T able  15) . P r iv acy  

and room also seemed to be valued b y  many cam p ers ,  bu t rec rea tiona l fac ili­

ties such  as  swimming, f ish in g , and h ik in g  w ere  mentioned in freq u en tly .

The majority of the cam pers  seemed more in te re s ted  in  re la x in g  without any 

d is tu rb a n ce s  than they  w ere  in pa rt ic ip a tin g  in more ac tive  forms of r e c r e a t io n .

Complaints re p o r te d  by  cam pers

A rem ark ab ly  la rg e  num ber of the people contacted  had no complaints 

(Table 16) . Rowdyism and vandalism  w ere  the most common problem s r e ­

po rted  by  cam p ers ,  most of these compalints coming from Ely Lake cam pground . 

In most of these  c a s e s ,  it was not o th e r  cam pers  who w ere  caus ing  t ro u b le ,  

bu t a few day u s e r s  who came from n ea rb y  to swim, o r  ju s t  p a s s  the time.

Many of the cam pers  who had  camped at Ely Lake for sev e ra l  y e a r s  rep o r te d  

that these  problem s had d ecreased  d u r in g  the 1972 cam ping season . They 

also mentioned that th e re  seemed to be more p a tro ll ing  of the cam pground 

a rea  by  law enforcem ent p e rso n n e l  th is  y e a r ,  which seemed to curta il  most 

of the  u n d es irab le  b ehav io r  .
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T ab le  14. R easons  why cam pers  chose  the Allegan State Game 
A rea  to camp in ,  based  on q u es t io n n a ire  r e s u l t s .

NUMBER PERCENT

Close to home 63 27.3

Like it; nice; 
q u ie t ,  p r im itive

48 20.8

Came with f r ien d s 23 10.0

C losest one that 
we like

17 7.4

Recommended by 
f r ien d s

13 5.6

Can commute to w ork 10 4.3

Beach; swimming 9 3.9

Lots of room 9 3.9

F ree 6 2.6

P r iv ac y 5 2.2

Hoped to find 
an empty s ite

4 1.6

F r ie n d s / r e la t iv e s  
l ive  n e a rb y

4 1.6

Lots to do 3 1.2

F ish in g 3 1.2

T ry  a new p lace 3 1.2
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T ab le  15. T he  most l iked fea tu res  of the  cam pground  
a re a s  as rep o r te d  by  cam pground  u s e r s .

NUMBER PERCENT

Quiet; re la x in g 85 28.6

Secluded; shaded  
woods

46 15.5

L arg e  cam psites; 
well sp aced  s ites

26 8.7

Swimming 19 6.4

Prim itive
a tm osphere

17 5.7

Clean 17 5.7

Scenic; p re t ty 14 4.7

E v e ry th in g  ju s t  
nice

14 4.7

Close to home 6 2.0

P r iv acy 6 2.0

Lake is  c lose 5 1.7

Patro lled 4 1.3

T ra i l s 4 1.3
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T ab le  15 . (continued) T h e  most liked  fea tu re s  of 
the  cam pground  a reas  as  re p o r te d  by  
cam pground  u s e r s .

NUMBER PERCENT

F r ie n d ly  people 4 1.3

Can u su a lly  ge t in 3 1.0

G a rb ag e  p ickup 3 1.0

F irew ood su p p lied 3 1.0

Good fac ilities  
e . g .  re s tro o m s , 
tab le s

3 1.0

Many k in d s  of 
re c rea tio n

3 1.0

L a rg e  a rea  for 
rec rea tio n

3 1.0

Ball diamond 2 0.7

Small num ber of 
s i te s  in  camp

2 0.7

Safe for c h i ld re n 2 0.7

F ish in g 1 0.3

Like "circ le"  des ign  
of n o r th  cam ping a rea

1 0.3

Good facilities 
for c h i ld re n

1 0.3
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Table  16 . Complaints re p o r te d  b y  cam pers  as  
shown b y  the q u e s t io n n a i r e .

NUMBER PERCENT

No com plain ts  154 63.9

Rowdyism; vandalism  25 10.4

Toilet odo r 23 9.5

Insects  15 6.2

Poor swimming a re a  4 1.7

R ules not well enforced  4 1.7

Small s ize  of s i te s  4 1.7

Hard to get a cam psite  2 0.8

Sites too close toge the r  2 0.8

Loose dogs 2 0.8

Need more firewood 2 0.8

Remove the re s t r ic t io n s  1 0 .4

R estroom s too fa r  away 1 0.4

L i t te r / t r a s h  in camp 1 0.4
g ro u n d  and on beach

T ra s h  not p icked  up 1 0.4
for th re e  days
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The only  o ther complaints made by  more than 2% of the cam pers  w ere  

the num bers  of in sec ts  p re se n t  and the odor and condition of the  r e s t ro o m s . 

V ery little  can be done at the p re s e n t  time to solve e i th e r  of these  p roblem s 

without la rg e  e x p en d itu res  of funds  and a ra th e r  subs tan tia l  a lte ra tion  in  the 

ap pearance  and  n a tu re  of the cam p g ro u n d s .  Insect control would involve 

c lea r in g  and s p ra y in g ,  both u n d e s irab le  m easures  in  a state fo res t  a re a .

The only s u r e  way of e lim inating the odor from pit toilets is to re p lace  them 

with f lush  to i le ts . T h is  would involve  b r in g in g  e lec tr ic ity  into each cam p­

g ro u n d , in s ta l l in g  septic  tanks and d ra in ag e  f ie ld s ,  and in  g en e ra l ,  

chang ing  the overa ll  p rim itive  n a tu re  of these  c a m p g ro u n d s .

C hanges cam pers  would like to see  made

More than  63% of all cam pers  in te rv iew ed  sta ted  that they  did not want 

any  changes  made in  the cam ping a rea  (Table 17) . Over 12% of the cam pers  

w ished to have  the restroom  im proved  or have flush  toilets a n d /o r  show ers  

in s ta l le d . T h is  will p ro b ab ly  not be done since it is  the policy of the 

Michigan DNR to keep  state  fo res ts  and game a re as  in a prim itive  s t a t e . As 

explained  in  the p re c ed in g  sec tion , it would be difficult to in s ta ll  indoor 

p lum bing facilities  w ithout a l te r in g  the n a tu re  of the cam pgrounds.

Some of the o ther  su gges tions  ap p ea r  to be  w orth  c o n s id e r in g . At 

the p re s e n t  time, m any of the cam psites  do not have  any  specific area  

to build  a camp o r  cooking f i r e .  At leas t one child  was in ju red  la s t  y e a r
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T able  17. C hanges  cam pers  would like  to have  made
in the  cam ping  a r e a , if any .

NUMBER PERCENT

No ch an g e  148 63.5

Add flush  toilets  16 6.0
a n d /o r  sh o w ers

Im prove and r e p a i r  13 5.6
res troom s

Add e lec tr ic ity  8 3.5

Add some type  firep lace  6 2.6
or g r i l l

Add c h i ld re n 's  p lay  a re a  6 2.6

E n la rg e  p a r t  of s ite  u sed  6 2.6
to p itch  ten t

Add more s i te s  5 2 .1

Remove w eeds from 4 1.7
swimming a rea

More p a tro ll in g  3 1.3

More res troom s 3 1.3

Enforce cam ping r u le s  3 1.3

Move s ite s  fu r th e r  a p a r t  2 0.9

Add w a te r  and  e lec tr ic ity  2 0.9
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T ab le  17. (continued) C h an g es  cam pers  would like
to h av e  made in  the  cam ping a re a ,  if an y .

NUMBER

Control non -cam ping  2
traffic: g a te ,  fee o r
o th e r  method

Eliminate formal b o u n d a r ie s  2

Im prove dock at swimming 1
area

Mark t ra i ls  b e t te r  1

Add ru n n in g  w a te r  1

Move res troom s c lo se r  1
to camp

Fasten  the tab les  down 1

PERCENT

0.9

0.9

0.4

0.4

0.4

0.4

0.4
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w hen he s tep p ed  into the  em bers  of an unm arked  f i r e ,  and th e re  is  the 

d a n g e r  of an  uncon ta ined  cam pfire  e scap ing  and s ta r t in g  a fo res t  f i r e . 

F u r th e rm o re ,  with d iffe ren t c am p ers  b u i ld in g  th e ir  f i r e s  on d iffe ren t p a r t s  

of the  s i te ,  the  en tire  a re a  soon becom es co v ered  w ith  p a r tia lly  b u rn e d  wood 

fragm ents  and a sh e s .  A s q u a re  concrete  re c e p ta c le ,  without a bottom, could 

be su n k  a foot o r  so below g ro u n d  level at each  cam psite  to p ro v id e  a s im ple , 

re la t iv e ly  in e x p en s iv e  f i r e p la c e .

A p lay  a re a  for c h i ld re n  may also be w orth  b u ild in g  at each of the two 

la rg e  cam p g ro u n d s .  A few sw in g s ,  s l id e s ,  and a set of m onkeybars  would 

ce r ta in ly  b e  u sed  by  the  la rg e  n u m b er  of y o u n g e r  ch i ld re n  who a re  b ro u g h t  

to th e se  cam p g ro u n d s  by  th e ir  p a r e n t s .

A final change  m entioned b y  almost five  p e rc e n t  of the cam pers  at 

the  Pine Point cam pground  is  the small s ize  of the " ten t pad" a re a  of the cam p­

s i te ,  p ro v id e d  for p i tc h in g  a ten t o r  p a rk in g  a t r a i l e r .  This space  is  a lso  

u sed  for p a rk in g  c a r s  and  does seem quite  sm all.  Mr. C harles  F r i le y ,  

m anager of the  A .S ,G .A . ,  h as  rec en t ly  inform ed me that these  s ites  a re  

p re se n t ly  b e in g  en la rg ed  and  b y  the sum m er of 1973 most of them will 

have  a la rg e r  ten ting  and  p a rk in g  a r e a .

The amount cam pers  would be w illing  to pay  to camp

Table  18 shows w hat cam pers  would b e  w illing to pay  p e r  n igh t and  

still  camp as  often in the A ,S .G .A . At the time that th is  s tudy  was m ade,
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th e re  w as no fee c h a rg e d .  H ow ever, 95% of the cam pers  w ere  w il l in g  to pay  

at le a s t  a nom inal f e e . Even most of those who said th a t  they  would not camp 

as often if  an y  fee was c h a rg e d  based  th e i r  objection to a fee on the g ro u n d s  

tha t they w e re  a lre ad y  p a y in g  fo r  the r ig h t  to camp b y  pay in g  p ro p e r ty  tax es .  

Many of the  p e r s o n s  who sa id  they  would p ay  from $1.00 to $2.00 p e r  n ig h t  

ind ica ted  th a t  they  would pay  more if  conveniences  s u c h  as ru n n in g  w a te r ,  

e lec tr ic ity  an d  sh o w ers  w e re  in s ta l led .  T h e re  seemed to be conflict of in ­

te re s t  h e r e ,  becau se  m any of these  same people  had e a r l i e r  stated  th a t  they  

did not w ant any  c h an g es  in the  cam ping a re a  and  th a t  they  came to these  

cam pgrounds  b ecau se  of th e i r  p rim itive  n a tu re .  Many of the  u s e r s  who sa id  

they would pay  $3.00 p e r  n ig h t  seemed to rea l ize  that ins ta lla tion  of ru n n in g  

w ater and  e lec tr ic i ty  could a l te r  the a tm osphere  of the cam p g ro u n d s .  T h ese  

cam pers s ta ted  tha t  it  w as w orth  $3.00 ju s t  to keep the  cam pgrounds  the 

way they  w e r e .

T able  18. T he  maximum am ount cam pground  u s e r s  
would be w illing  to pay  and  s t i l l  camp as  freq u en tly  

in the  A .S .G . A . as th ey  p re se n t ly  d o .

PERCENT OP CAMPERS WILLING TO PAY

5.0 0

4.1 $0.50

51.1 $1.00

1.4 $1.50

28.8 $2.00

9.6 $3.00
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SUMMARY

The A .S .G  .A. contains  four p r im itive  cam pgrounds  with a total of 

147 cam psites .  All of these  cam pgrounds  a re  shaded  by  oak t r e e s ,  and  a re  

n ea r  some type  of lake  or s tream  .

The m ajority  of the cam pers  come from Michigan; over 50% of all the 

s i te s  u sed  a re  occupied  b y  cam pers  from Allegan County or the counties  

d irec t ly  ad jacen t to Allegan C ounty . The d is tance  from the cam pgrounds 

seems to be im portant to the u s e r s .  V ery  few people come from more than 

s ix ty  miles a w a y . The h eav ies t  u se  of these  cam pgrounds  o ccu rs  d u r in g  

sum m er w eek en d s .  Before school vacation b eg in s  d u r in g  Ju n e ,  v e ry  few 

p e rso n s  camp in  th is  a rea  d u r in g  the w eek. The a v e rag e  occupants  of a 

cam psite  w ere  a family with two o r  th ree  c h i ld r e n , w hich trav e led  le ss  than  

s ix ty  miles and most often u sed  a ten t for s h e l t e r . T h e ir  a v e rag e  s tay  was 

3. 5 d a y s .

While at the  cam p g ro u n d s ,  over 60% of the ch ild ren  and 35% of the  

ad u lts  d id  some swim m ing. About the  same p e rc en ta g e s  h iked , b u t  for a 

sh o r te r  time each d a y .  S ligh tly  le ss  than 25% of the cam pers  f ish ed , a v e r ­

ag ing  2.4 h o u rs  p e r  d ay . O ther ac tiv ities  inc luded  boa ting , b icycle  r id in g ,  

s ig h tse e in g ,  and b i rd w a tc h in g . T he  most popu lar  "ac t iv i ty ” was ju s t  

r e l a x in g .

The most common re a so n s  for choosing  the A .S .G .A . w ere  the c lo se ­

n e ss  of the  a re a ,  its  peaceful a tm osphere , and  the fact tha t it  w as not c row ded .
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Although many of the cam p ers  d id  some h ik in g ,  swim m ing, o r  f ish in g ,  these 

w ere not the  main re a so n s  for choosing  the A ,S .G .A . to camp in .

The m ajority  of cam p ers  had no complaints; the most commonly m en­

tioned one w as the row dy b eh av io r  of a few teenage  d a y - u s e r s  who came to 

the Ely Lake b each . V ery  few of the  cam pers  w anted any ch an g es  made in the  

c a m p g ro u n d s . P e rh a p s  the  most often h e a rd  re q u e s ts  w ere  for im proved r e s t ­

rooms and  sh o w e rs .

Although th e re  is p re s e n t ly  no c h a rg e  for cam ping in  the A .S .G . A ., 

n ea r ly  90% of the cam pers  sa id  they  would be w illing  to pay  $1.00 o r more p e r  

n igh t for the u se  of the cam psite s .

T he A .S .G .A . seems to be u sed  p r im ari ly  b y  p e rs o n s  who do not v aca ­

tion at th is  a rea  and p ro b a b ly  do not have  an u n u su a lly  h ig h  annual income. 

T h e ir  main in te re s t  w as to r e la x  for a few day s  in a qu ie t a re a  without 

h av ing  to d r iv e  too fa r  to r e a c h  it. The A .S .G .A . seemed to meet the  r e q u i r e ­

ments for th is  type  of cam ping  v e ry  well.
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CONCLUSIONS

The a v e rag e  cam per u s in g  the A .S .G .A . is  a member of a family con­

s is t in g  of p a re n ts  be tw een  21 and 44 y e a r s  of age and  two o r th re e  c h i ld re n .  

T h is  family came for the w eekend  from le s s  than  60 miles away and 

s lep t in a te n t .  While at the cam pground  they  went swimming and  h ik in g ,  

a lthough the m ajority  of the time was sp en t " just r e la x in g ."  T h is  a v e rag e  

cam per w as sa tisf ied  with the cam pground  and  d id n ' t  want any  ch an g es  made 

in the  a r e a . From th is  profile  it  may be concluded  that the  A .S .G .A . is  p r o ­

v id ing  a rec rea tio n a l  facility  w h ich  is u tilized  p r im ari ly  by  families coming 

from sh o r t  d is tan ces  for w eekend  cam ping. S ince  th e re  w ere  few major com­

p la in ts  about the a re a ,  and most cam pers  d id n ' t  want any  c h an g es  made, 

a p p a ren tly  the  a rea  is  m eeting the  need s  and  d e s i r e s  of the cam pers  u s in g  

i t .  The dem and for th is  ty p e  of cam pground  is  ev iden t b y  the n e a r -ca p a c i ty  

c row ds w hich  a re  p re s e n t  almost e v e ry  w eekend  d u r in g  the s u m m e r .

R ecent in te re s t  in the p re se rv a t io n  and  enjoym ent of o u r  n a tu ra l  

env ironm ent, as  ev idenced  b y  new s r e p o r t s ,  leg is la tion  and  the  offering  of 

env ironm enta lly  o r ien ted  c la s se s  in  h igh  schoo ls ,  colleges and  community 

s e rv ice  fac il i t ie s ,  would seem to ind ica te  tha t  many p e rso n s  enjoy n a tu ra l  

a re a s  su ch  as  the A .S  . G.A.  One way in w hich  more people  could take 

advan tage  of such  a re a s  would b e  to es tab lish  more p rim itive  s ty le  cam p­

g ro u n d s  w ithin  an h o u r 's  d r iv e  from major popula tion  c e n te r s .  In th is  way 

many m ore p e rs o n s  could take advan tage  of th is  type  of cam pground  on
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w eekends, w ithou t sp e n d in g  an e x ce ss iv e  amount of time on the  ro ad  o r  h av in g  

to take a vaca tio n .  It is  th is  w r i t e r ' s  opinion tha t th e re  is a suffic ien t demand 

for m ore c am p g ro u n d s  s im ila r  to those  p re se n t ly  in  u se  in the A .S .G . A . to 

ju s tify  e s ta b l ish in g  s im ila r  g ro u n d s  n e a r  u rb an  a r e a s . By e s ta b l ish in g  th is  

type  of cam p g ro u n d  the n u m b e r  of p e r s o n s  who would hav e  an o p p o rtu n i ty  to 

camp m ore than  a few times each  y e a r  would be g re a t ly  i n c r e a s e d .

S in c e  m ost o f  the  ca m p ers  who used  the A . S . G . A  . w e re  sa tisf ied  with 

it , the inform ation ob ta ined  from th is  r e p o r t  might be u sefu l when c o n s t ru c t ­

ing  new cam p g ro u n d s  w hich a re  d e s ig n e d  to se rv e  the same function as  the 

A .S .G .A . does . Some of the  fe a tu re s  w hich  w ere  m entioned as d e s ira b le  

by  the cam p e rs  in  the  A .S ,G .A . a re  d e sc r ib e d  n e x t .  T h e  m ajority  of the 

cam pers  at the A .S .G .A . in d ica ted  a p re fe re n ce  for s ites  w hich  w ere  quie t 

and s e c lu d e d .  T h is  does not n e c e s sa r i ly  mean tha t  they m ust be  la r g e ,  bu t a 

sc reen  of vegeta tion  b e tw een  each  s ite  is d e s i r a b le .  C am pgrounds  should  

not be located too c lose  to a r e a s  w hich  a re  used  for o th e r  re c rea tio n a l  p u r ­

poses  su ch  a s  p ic n ic k in g  o r  sw im m ing . Although each cam psite  may be  kep t 

re la t iv e ly  c lose  to the  n ex t  th is  does not imply th a t  the  u tiliza tion  of a cam p­

g ro u n d  can be in c re a s e d  b y  o v e rc ro w d in g .  R egulations  in  the  A .S .G .A . r e ­

q u ire  th a t  each  s ite  shou ld  b e  lim ited to one fam ily, and no more cam pers  

should  b e  p e rm itted  than  th e r e  a r e  s i te s  ava ilab le .  Many of the cam pers  

questioned  in d ica ted  a w il l in g n ess  to pay  for the  p r iv i le d g e  of cam ping in a

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



55

n a tu ra l  env ironm ent w ith a limited n u m b er of fa c il i t ie s .  T h is  is an in d ica ­

tion of the  demand for undeveloped  cam pgrounds  w hich  a re  not ov e rly  

c ro w d e d .

Most of the cam pers  d id  not ind ica te  a d e s i r e  for ru n n in g  w a te r ,  

e lec tr ic ity  or sh o w e rs ,  although m any of them , espec ia lly  the c h i ld re n ,  did  

enjoy h av in g  a p lace  to sw im . T h is  could be p ro v id e d  by  u ti l iz ing  ex is t ing  

w a te rb o d ies ,  o r  b y  damming a small s t r e a m . L a rg e  t ra c ts  of wooded land  

a re  not n eed ed . V ery few of the cam pers  in te rv iew ed  showed any  in te re s t  

in going far into the  w oods, seek ing  total s ec lu s io n , o r  h ik in g  for more 

than a s h o r t  d is tance  from the  c a m p g ro u n d s .

Although th e re  w e re  some p rob lem s re p o r te d  b y  the u s e r s  of the 

A . S . G . A . ,  th is  w r i te r  d id  not in te rv iew  a s ing le  p e rso n  who re p o r te d  

that th e ir  cam ping ex p e r ien c e  w as not w o rthw h ile .  The v a s t  m ajority  of the 

cam pers  ind ica ted  tha t they  thought tha t the o p e ra tio n  of th is  type  of camp­

gro u n d  w as well w orth  the effort it  took. V ery  few p e rs o n s  ab u sed  th e ir  

p r iv i le d g e s ,  and most cam psites  w e re  left in exce llen t condition when the 

occupan ts  left.

Although much is h e a rd  of o v e rc ro w d in g ,  row dy ism , and ab u se  of o u r  

pub lic  c am p g ro u n d s ,  th is  s tu d y  has  shown th a t  the m ajority  of the cam pers 

w ere  sa tisf ied  w ith the  facilit ies  and  cam ping e x p e r ie n c e .  T h is  in te rv ie w e r 's  

p e rso n a l  ex p er ien ce  w as tha t an overw helm ing ly  la rg e  m ajority  of the u s e r s  

w ere  concerned  p e rs o n s  who ap p rec ia ted  the  availab il i ty  of the a re a  and 

trea ted  i t  with r e s p e c t .
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A P P E N D I X  I

CAMPGROUND QUESTIONNAIRE

Cam pground ___________________  Date

1. H o m e to w n _________________  2. C ounty_____________3. State

4. Distance from home a) L ess  than  50 miles b) 50-100 miles
c) 100-200 miles d) ove r  200 miles

5. Ages and n u m b e rs . a) 0-12 6. T ype  of cam per
b) 13-19 a) Tent
c) 20-44 b) T en t t r a i l e r
d) 45-64 c) T rav e l  t r a i le r
e) o v e r  64 d) Motor home

e) P ickup  cam per
f) O ther

7. Is th is  y o u r  main destination: Y es_______ N o ________

8. N um ber of n ig h ts  you p lan  to s t a y . ______

9. N um ber of cam ping t r ip s  you made la s t  y e a r .  ______

10. How often did  you camp h e re  la s t  y ea r?  ______

11. How m any y e a r s  have  you cam ped here?  ______

12. A re  th e re  any o the r  cam pgrounds  you u se  re g u la r ly ?  ______

13 . Which ones?  _______________________________________________________

14. Why d id  you choose the Allegan S tate  F o re s t  to camp in?

15. Major a c t iv i t ie s .

A dults  H ours C h ild ren  H ours Where?

J u s t  re lax in g  ________ ___________________________________________________
F ish in g  _________ __________________________________________________
Hiking ___________________________________________________________
Boating ___________________________________________________________
Swimming ___________________________________________________________
Sight see ing  ___________________________________________________________
O ther activ ities  a n d  _________________________________________________

E x tra  e q u ip m e n t________________________________________________________
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APPENDIX I (.continued)

QUESTIONNAIRE

16. Rank in  o rd e r  th e  th in g s  you  like  b e s t  about th is  cam ping a re a .

17. Rank in  o rd e r  the  th in g s  you  like  least abou t th is  cam p g ro u n d .

18. Would you  use  th is  cam ping  a re a  as often if  th e re  was a  fee of 

________ p e r  day?

$1________$1 .50________ $2________ $2.50________ $3_______

19. Would you like  to see  any  c h an g es  made in  th is  cam ping area?  

Y es_________ No_______  If so , what w ould  they be?

20. How did  you p ick  th is  a rea?

a .  Told b y  f r ien d s  

b  . C lose to home 

c .  Found  b y  chance  

d . Been h e re  be fo re  

e . O the r  rea so n  ________________

21. Kind of g roup  .

a . S ing le  family 

b . Two o r  m ore  families

c . G roup of f r ie n d s

d .  Fam ily  and  f r ie n d s

e . O rg an ized  g ro u p

f. One p e rs o n

g .  Couple
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APPENDIX II

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
DEPARTMENT

OF FOREST CAMPGROUND
NATURAL RESOURCES REGISTRATION TAG

Name

N um ber and  S tree t

City State

L icense  Auto 
num bers

T r a i l e r Cam psite  n o .

Expected leng th  of s tay
. . . d a y s  n  C heck  i(

o v e rn ig h t  only

T ype  of camp 
°  T r a i l e r  
O Tent

Date of a r r iv a l N o . in  p a r ty 0 P ickup  campe
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APPENDIX III

Total n u m b er of s i te s  occupied by  each s tate  and coun try  at the A .S .G .A . 
from A p ril  1, 1972 to Sep tem ber 4, 1972. (Note: the  lead ing  four s ta tes  
com prise  97.8% of the  total occupancy .)

STATE TOTAL NO . 
OF SITES

STATE TOTAL N O , 
OF SITES

Michigan 2785 Maine

Indiana 180 V irg in ia

Illinois 123 M assachuse tts

Ohio 32 South Dakota

F lo r ida 25 Connecticut

Wisconsin 5 Arizona

M aryland 4 Rhode Is land

California 4 Kansas

A rk an sa s 4 Iowa

P enn sy lv an ia 3 T ennessee

New J e r s e y 3 Kentucky

O ntario , Canada 3 Alaska

Minnesota 2 Louisiana

New York 2 Sw itzerland

TOTAL NUMBER OF SITES 3,190
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APPENDIX IV

Breakdow n of s ites  occupied  b y  each coun ty  in M ichigan from 
A p ril  1, 1972 un til  S ep tem ber 4, 1972 as de term ined  b y  cam per 
re g is t ra t io n  c a r d s .

COUNTY NUMBER OF COUNTY NUMBER OF
SITES SITES

B err ien 684 Macomb 7
Kalamazoo 513 Midland 7
Allegan 444 B ranch 6
Van Buren 284 Monroe 6
Kent 197 Bay 5
Ottawa 192 G enessee 5
Calhoun 77 Montcalm 3
Cass 60 Newaygo 3
Wayne 43 Gratiot 3
S t.  Joseph 28 St. C la ir 2
Oakland 28 Benzie 2
B arry 26 Clinton 2
Ingham 24 G rand T r a v e r s e 2
Jackson 18 Chippewa 2
M uskegon 17 S hiaw assee 2
Mecosta 13 Osceola 2
Lenawee 13 Mason 2
Livingston 13 Arenac 1
Washtenaw 10 Oceana 1
Isabella 9 Manistee 1
Eaton 8 Ionia 1
Hillsdale 8
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