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INTRODUCTION

The A m e r ic an  a n d  B r i t i s h  u n i v e r s i t i e s  h a v e  f o r  y e a r s  

s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e f e n d e d  t h e i r  " f i r s t  c l a s s "  s t u d e n t s  a g a i n s t  

c r i t i c s  o f  h i g h  s e l e c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  U. S.  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  

a n d  c r i c k e t e e r i n g  a r i s t o c r a t s  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .

S i n c e  t h e  A m e r ic a n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n h e r i t e d  t h i s  e l i t i s t  

s y s t e m  f ro m  a c r o s s  t h e  A t l a n t i c ,  i t  i s  n o t  t o o  s u p p o s i ­

t i o n a l  t h a t ,  l i k e  t h e  B r i t i s h  s y s t e m ,  t h e  A m e r ic a n  H onors  

C o l l e g e ,  w h ic h  h o u s e s  t h e  c l o i s t e r e d  f e w ,  w o u ld  i n d e e d  f a l l  

u n d e r  c l o s e  s c r u t i n y  by  t h o s e  w i s h i n g  t o  b r i n g  a  " o n e n e s s "  

i n t o  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  a  l i b e r a l i z e d  p a t e r n a l i z a t i o n  f o r  

t h e  s e l e c t  few  who b e l o n g  t o  t h e  H o n o rs  C o l l e g e  a n d  a t t e n d  

r e g u l a r  o r  s p e c i a l l y  f o r m u l a t e d  c l a s s e s .

As H o n o rs  C o l l e g e s  i n  A m e r i c a  d i d  h a v e  t h e i r  e m b r y o n ic  

p u l s e  f e d  by t h e  u p p e r  s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  i t  l e n d s  c r e d e n c e  t o  

t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  h o n o r  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  

( i . e . ,  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y ) ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i ­

t i e s  when t h e  h o n o r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a r e  i n d e e d  a t t e n d e d  

p r i m a r i l y  by  s t u d e n t s  f ro m  t h e  h i g h  incom e s o c i a l  s t r a t a .  

What i s  l e f t  f o r  t h e  m a s s e s  o f  h i g h  a c h i e v i n g  s t u d e n t s  

f ro m  t h e  m i d d l e  and  low in c o m e  g r o u p s  o t h e r  t h a n  s t a t e  

u n i v e r s i t i e s ?  U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  m u s t  p a r t i c i p a t e  

i n  a  r e g u l a r  c o l l e g e  p r o g r a m  o r  an  h o n o r s  p r o g r a m  w i t h i n  

t h a t  s t r u c t u r e .  H o n o rs  p r o g r a m s  h a v e  a s  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e  

t o  e n c o u r a g e  s t u d e n t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a  s p e c i a l  s t i m u l a t i n g

1
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p r o g r a m  s e t  up p r i m a r i l y  t o  m e e t  t h e  a c a d e m i c  n e e d s  o f

t h e s e  s t u d e n t s .

" I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  l a s t  g e n e r a t i o n  
o r  s o ,  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e s  
c h a n g e d  f ro m  s e r v i n g  t h e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  
e l i t e  t o  p r o v i d i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  an  
’ i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e 1 . " !

I t  i s  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  a s sum e  t h a t  i f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  i n t e r e s t  an d  c h a l l e n g e  a r e  n o t  o f f e r e d  an  

i n d i v i d u a l  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t ,  he  w i l l  e i t h e r  c h a n g e  h i s  

c u r r i c u l u m ,  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  i n t e r e s t  an d  c h a l l e n g e ,  o r  d r o p  

o u t  o f  c o l l e g e .

Cook2 r e v e a l e d  t h a t  32 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  who 

e n r o l l e d  i n  A uburn  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  Summer a n d  P a l l  o f  

1959 c h a n g e d  t h e i r  m a j o r  one o r  more  t i m e s  by t h e  F a l l  o f  

1 9 6 2 . He a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  n e a r l y  43 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  

who e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  P a l l  o f  1957 c h a n g e d  t h e i r  m a j o r  a t  

l e a s t  o n c e  b e f o r e  g r a d u a t i o n .

C o l l e g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  l o s e  t h e  

" i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e . "  As k n o w le d g e  h a s  become t h e  s i n g l e  

m os t  v a l u a b l e  commodity  i n  o u r  d e v e l o p i n g  " m e r i t o c r a c y , 1̂  

i t  b e h o o v e s  t h o s e  o p e r a t i n g  i n  a  s t u d e n t  a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y  

t o  know w h a t  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  p r o g r a m s  o f f e r  t h a t  w i l l

^ A u s t i n ,  A l e x a n d e r  W . , " F o l k l o r e  o f  S e l e c t i v i t y . "  
S a t u r d a y  R e v i e w , (Decem ber  2 0 ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  57*

2 Cook,  M. 0 . ,  " C o l l e g e  S t u d e n t s  Change M a j o r s . "
S c h o o l  a n d  S o c i e t y , ( 1 9 6 5 ) ,  93> 2 7 1 - 2 7 3 .

^ i b i d .
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e n c o u r a g e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  f u l f i l l m e n t  f o r  t h e  

" g i f t e d "  s t u d e n t s .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  A u s t i n , 1 a d m i s s i o n  o f f i c e r s  a r e  f o r c e d  t o  

f u n c t i o n  as  r a c e t r a c k  h a n d i c a p p e r s , p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e r n e d
p

w i t h  p i c k i n g  w i n n e r s .  I t  c an  be a s s u m e d ,  s a y s  S t r o n g ,  

t h a t  a p e r s o n  d o e s  w e l l  t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w h ic h  he  l i k e s  t o  

do b e s t  a n d  i s  h a p p i e r  w h i l e  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e m .

But  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  an i n d i v i d u a l  d o e s  e n j o y  t h i s

a c a d e m ic  w ork  and  r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  d e p e n d s  g r e a t l y  upon

h i s  i n t e r e s t s  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o

h im .  H a l l  r e l a t e s :

" .  . . D id  a n y o n e .  . . e v e r  s u c c e e d  who d i d  
n o t  l o v e  h i s  work b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y t h i n g ? "3

B i r d i e ^  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  c o l l e g e s  h a v e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l ­

i t y  o f  n o t  o n l y  e d u c a t i n g  a  h i g h  a c h i e v i n g  i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  

a l s o  o f  p r o v i d i n g  h im w i t h  a  f u l f i l l i n g  c h a l l e n g e  t h a t  

w i l l  be  synonymous  w i t h  h i s  a b i l i t y  a n d  i n t e r e s t .  T h i s  

c h a l l e n g e  s h o u l d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  make h im  more  w i l l i n g  t o  

work t o w a r d  a  m e a n i n g f u l  f u t u r i s t i c  g o a l  w h i l e  f u l f i l l i n g  

h i s  f u n c t i o n a l  n e e d s .

- ^ A u s t in ,  op .  c i t . ,  p . 5 7 - 7 0 .

2 S t r o n g ,  E.  K . ,  J r . ,  r e v i s e d  by C a m p b e l l ,  D . ,  S t r o n g  
V o c a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  B l a n k s  M a n u a l , ( 1 9 6 6 ) ,  72 .

^ H a l l ,  G. S . ,  E d u c a t i o n a l  P r o b l e m s , V o l .  1 ,  ( 1 9 1 1 ) ,  2 8 8 .

^ B i r d i e ,  R. P . ,  S c o r e s  on t h e  S t r o n g  V o c a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  
B la n k  an d  t h e  R e a d e r  P r e f e r e n c e  R e c o r d  i n  R e l a t i o n  t o  S e l f  
R a t i n g s , ( 1 9 5 0 ) ,  3 4 ,  4 2 -4 9 -
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What i t  a l l  b o i l s  down t o ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  H e a l y , ^  l i e s  

n o t  i n  l e s s  s t r i n g e n t  e x c u l s i o n a r y  a d m i s s i o n s ,  b u t  t o  

t h e  b e s t  a t t r a c t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  be  o f f e r e d  t o  a  b r i g h t  

s t u d e n t  t o  g e t  h im o r  h e r  i n t o  c o l l e g e  an d  k e e p  them  t h e r e .

T h i s  a t t r a c t i o n ,  m o s t  d e f i n i t e l y ,  i s  t o  o f f e r  a c h a l ­

l e n g e  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m ,  a l o n g  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  

i n d i v i d u a l l y  t a i l o r e d  p r o g r a m s ,  a c c e l e r a t e d  s c h e d u l e s  and  

a l l  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  l e a r n i n g  and i n v o l v e m e n t  t h a t  o n l y  a 

f a r s i g h t e d  u n i v e r s i t y  c a n  o f f e r .  " T h e r e  a r e  many a r e a s  o f  

t a l e n t  and  a b i l i t y  t h a t  e n t r a n c e  t e s t s  n e v e r  r e a c h .  U n l e s s  

c o l l e g e s  an d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a r e  c a r e f u l  a b o u t  w h e r e  t h e y  

p l a n t  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d s ,  t h e y  c o u l d  be g u i l t y  o f  a c c e p t i n g  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  l e a v e s  many s t u d e n t s
O

u n t o u c h e d  a n d  u n f u l f i l l e d . "

The W e s t e r n  M i c h i g a n  U n i v e r s i t y  H onors  C o l l e g e ,  i n  an 

e f f o r t  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  h i g h  a c h i e v i n g  s t u d e n t s ,  empha­

s i z e s  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t .  I n  

d o i n g  s o ,  i t  i s  a s su m e d  t h i s  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

s t u d e n t  a c h a l l e n g e  t h a t  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  h im  t o  r e a l i z e  

h i s  p o t e n t i a l  more f u l l y .

" I f  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  n o t  m e t ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  

w i l l  more t h a n  l i k e l y  d r o p  o u t  o f  c o l l e g e .

■^Healy, T im o th y  S . ,  " W i l l  E v e ry  Man D e s t r o y  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ? "  S a t u r d a y  R e v i e w , (D ecem ber  2 0 ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  5 ^ - 6 9 -

p
l o c . e x t . ,  p .5 5 •

^ S t r o n g ,  op .  c i t .
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P u rp ose  o f  t h e  Study

I n  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 6 5 s o v e r  300 f r e s h m e n  a t  W e s t e r n  

M ic h i g a n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  who h a d  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  r e g i s ­

t r a r  as  b e i n g  i n  t h e  u p p e r  f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e i r  h i g h  

s c h o o l  c l a s s ,  w e re  s e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  h o n o r s  p ro g ram s  

a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  One h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y - t h r e e  s t u d e n t s  

r e p l i e d .

Of t h e  123 s t u d e n t s ,  53 h a d  a p p l i e d  t o  o t h e r  i n s t i t u ­

t i o n s  w h i l e  20 h a d  n o t .  O f f h a n d ,  t h i s  w o u ld  seem t o  be  a 

low r a t e  o f  m u l t i p l e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  h i g h  

s c h o o l  c l a s s  r a n k i n g  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  p o l l e d .

T h i r t y  o f  t h e  123 i n d i c a t e d  p r o x i m i t y  t o  home a r e a s o n  

f o r  c h o o s i n g  W e s t e r n  M i c h i g a n  U n i v e r s i t y .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  

r e g i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h i s  seem s t o  be  a 

low f i g u r e  .

Only  12 o f  t h e  123 i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

e n t e r  h o n o r s  p r o g ra m s  was o f  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  c h o o s i n g  W e s t e r n .  

T h i s  i s  a low f i g u r e ,  a l s o .  T h i r t y  o f  t h e  123 i n d i c a t e d  

t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  f i n a n c i a l  a i d .  T h i s ,  t o o ,  seems low .

E i g h t e e n  s t u d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  

s p e c i a l  c u r r i c u l u m  was i m p o r t a n t .  None o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

i n d i c a t e d  f a i l u r e  t o  be  a c c e p t e d  a t  a n o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n  

as  a f a c t o r .

F o r t y - f o u r  ( t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  r e a s o n )  s t u d e n t s  i n d i ­

c a t e d  t h e y  g e n e r a l l y  p r e f e r r e d  W e s t e r n .

5

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



The g e n e r a l  c o n c l u s i o n  d rawn f rom  a s t u d y  c o n d u c t e d  

by  t h e  H o n o rs  C o l l e g e  a t  W e s t e r n  M ic h ig a n  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  

i t h a t  e v e n  o u r  a b l e s t  s t u d e n t s  a r e  n o t  m a r k e d l y  a m b i t i o u s ,  

( i . e . ,  t h e y  do n o t  s e e k  a d m i s s i o n  t o  many i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 

a r e  n o t  o f t e n  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h o n o r s  p r o g ra m s  o r  s p e c i a l  

c u r r i c u l a ) .■*" The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  c a n  o n l y  b e  h y p o t h e s i z e d  

w i t h o u t  t h e  p r o p e r  e v i d e n c e  f ro m  w h ich  t o  d ra w  c o n c l u s i o n s  

f o r  t h e  r e a s o n s  g i f t e d  s t u d e n t s  do n o t  s e e k  a c h a l l e n g e  

s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f f e r e d  i n  s p e c i a l  p r o g ra m s  s u c h  as  t h e  

H onors  C o l l e g e  a t  W e s t e r n  M i c h i g a n  U n i v e r s i t y .

To l o o k  a t  some r e c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h o u g h t s  c o n ­

c e r n i n g  H onors  C o l l e g e s ,  i t  m i g h t  b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

■ a p p r o a c h  t o  h o n o r s  h a s  b e e n  t h e  g r a d e  a p p r o a c h ,  t h e  p o s t -  

f a c t o  a w a rd  o f  h o n o r s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  h i g h  m ark s  a c h i e v e d  

o v e r  f o u r  y e a r s  i n  s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e s .  T h i s  d o e s  l i t t l e  f o r  

t h e  s t u d e n t  and  l e s s  f o r  t h e  f a c u l t y  and  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .

The g r a d e  a p p r o a c h  t o  h o n o r s  i s  i n v i s i b l e  e x c e p t  t o  

t h e  r e a d e r s  o f  commencement p r o g ra m s  and  g r a d u a t i o n  l i s t s .

I t  i s  o n l y  a r e c o r d - o f f i c e  b o o k k e e p i n g  d e v i c e  t h a t  t a x e s  

n o b o d y ’ s i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  p r o v i d e s  no c u m u l a t i v e  c h a l l e n g e  

o r  s t i m u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s .  I t  e s t a b l i s h e s  

no p o s i t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  e x c e l l e n c e .  At b e s t  i t  g e n e r a t e s  

a  m e c h a n i c a l  e m u l a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  a g e n u i n e  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  

o r  e n r i c h m e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  com m uni ty .  (The  g r a d e  a p p r o a c h

1____________ , "Why B r i g h t  S t u d e n t s  Come t o  W e s t e r n
M i c h i g a n  U n i v e r s i t y . "  An I n c i d e n t i a l  S t u d y  o f  t h e  H onors  
C o l l e g e ,  ( A p r i l  1 9 6 5 ) .
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o f t e n  f a s h i o n s  t h e  mere  h u n t e r  f o r  A ' s  and  B ' s  w i t h  few 

i n t e g r a t e d  i n s i g h t s ;  i t  c a n  e s t a b l i s h  no c o u n t e r - t r e n d  away 

f ro m  t h e  m y r i a d  " a c t i v i t i e s "  w h ic h  s o m e t im e s  d i s t r a c t  ev e n  

t h e  b e s t  s t u d e n t s  f ro m  t h e  c e n t r a l  p u r p o s e  o f  a c a d e m ic  

l i f e . )  G r a d e s  t h a t  s h o u l d  be  c u e s  t o  s o m e t h i n g  b i g g e r  

t e n d ,  t h u s ,  t o  become an d  r e m a i n  t h e  b e - a l l  and  e n d - a l l  o f  

a c a d e m i c  s u p e r i o r i t y .

T h e se  s h o r t c o m i n g s  o f  t h e  g r a d e  a p p r o a c h  h a v e  become 

w e l l  r e c o g n i z e d .  O t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  

s o u g h t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  i n v o l v i n g  l i t t l e  o r  no a d d i ­

t i o n a l  c o s t .

F i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  m ere  v e r b a l  e x h o r t a t i o n  

t o  e x c e l l e n c e ,  t o  d e d u c t i o n  a n d  t o  l e a r n i n g  by most  c o l l e g e s  

The s t u d e n t  becom es  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a l l e r g i c  t o  s u c h  t a l k  f rom  

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  o r i e n t a t i o n  w eek ,  a n d  s t u d e n t  m o t i v a t i o n  

a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  i s  w a s t e d  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  c o n c r e t e  c u r ­

r i c u l a r  a n d  o t h e r  e m b o d i m e n t .

S e c o n d ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  t h e  f r e q u e n t  r e s o r t  t o  i n d e ­

p e n d e n t  w o r k ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  s e n i o r  y e a r  o r  u p p e r  

d i v i s i o n ,  n e a r l y  a l w a y s  w i t h i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  s p e c i a l i ­

z a t i o n .  I m p o r t a n t  a n d  f r u i t f u l  as  t h i s  o f t e n  i s ,  i t  i s  

t o  be  r e m em b ered  t h a t  i f  i n d e p e n d e n t  work  i s  t h e  o n l y  

a p p r o a c h ,  i t  c a n  i s o l a t e  g o o d  s t u d e n t s  f ro m  e a c h  o t h e r  and  

may, i n  r e a l i t y ,  a f f e c t  v e r y  f e w .  T h i s  a p p r o a c h  i s  g e n e r ­

a l l y  t o o  l i m i t e d  i n  s c o p e  a n d  o u tc o m e .

T h i r d ,  a  g e n e r a l l y  more  r e c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  t h e  

i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n s  f o r  s u p e r i o r  s t u d e n t s  i n
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p a r t i c u l a r  l o w e r  d i v i s i o n ,  m u l t i p l e - s e c t i o n  i n t r o d u c t o r y  

c o u r s e s .  (An a d v a n t a g e  h e r e  i s  t h a t  a  b e g i n n i n g  i s  made 

i n  s e a r c h i n g  o u t  and  d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  e a r l y  f o r  t h e  good 

s t u d e n t . )  Bu t  a d i s a d v a n t a g e  i s  t h a t  a l l  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  

t e n d  t o  be  d e n u d e d  o f  t h e  b r i g h t e s t  m in d s  t h a t  s h o u l d  s p a r k  

e v e r y  c l a s s  d i s c u s s i o n .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h i s  m e th o d  a f f e c t s  o n l y  

a  few m ass  c o u r s e s ,  and  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t e a c h i n g  i n  t h e  

s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  may be  l i m i t e d  t o  c o v e r i n g  more  s u b j e c t  

m a t t e r .  The good  s t u d e n t  i s  o f t e n  a v e r s e  t o  t h e  g r e a t e r  

c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  what  may b e ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  a r e g u l a t i o n  c o u r s e  

a nd  s o m e t im e s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  e v a d e s  s e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  s p e c i a l  

s e c t i o n .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n s  w i t h  new t e c h ­

n i q u e s  a r e  o f t e n  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  a n d  may p l a y  an i m p o r t a n t  

r o l e  i n  m os t  f u l l y  e l a b o r a t e d  h o n o r s  p r o g r a m s .

A f o u r t h  a p p r o a c h  h a s  b e e n  t h a t  o f  a c c e l e r a t i o n  f o r

t h e  s u p e r i o r  s t u d e n t .  The i d e a  h e r e  i s  t o  h a v e  them  c o v e r

t h e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  c u r r i c u l u m  more  r a p i d l y ,  t a k e  a d v a n c e d  

c o u r s e s  e a r l i e r  and  g r a d u a t e  s o o n e r .  A d v an ced  p l a c e m e n t  

f ro m  h i g h  s c h o o l  i s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  t r e n d .  Y et  

a  p r o g r a m  o f  a c c e l e r a t i o n  i s  n o t  i n  i t s e l f  an  h o n o r s  

p r o g r a m .  I t  c a n  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  u n d e r ­

g r a d u a t e  y e a r s  f o r  t h e  e n r i c h m e n t  a t  w h ic h  an  h o n o r s

p r o g r a m  a i m s .  But  i t  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  make s u r e  t h a t

a c c e l e r a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  go on w i t h i n  t h e  same u n c h a n g e d  

c u r r i c u l u m  o f  c o u r s e s  a n d  t h e  same u n m o d i f i e d  c l i m a t e  o f  

t e a c h i n g  t h a t  h e r e t o f o r e  h a s  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e  o r  

u n i v e r s i t y  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s u p e r i o r  s t u d e n t  i s
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a c t i v e l y  s o u g h t  o u t  and  b r o u g h t  t o  a  f u l l e r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

o f  h i s  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s . He i s  u n d e r  c o n t i n u o u s  c h a l l e n g e  

a nd  s t i m u l a t i o n  t o  d e v e l o p  and m a i n t a i n  a n  h o n o r s  o u t l o o k  

i n  a l l  o f  h i s  w o r k ,  i n  p u r p o s i v e  s c h o l a r s h i p  and  g ro w in g  

c u l t u r a l  i n s i g h t s .  H i s  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  t h o u g h t  and v a l u e  

a r e  e n l a r g e d ;  h i s  p o w e rs  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d ;  h i s  

s e n s e  o f  d e d i c a t i o n  s h a r p e n e d .  He n o t  o n l y  e m u l a t e s  h i s  

p e e r s ,  h i s  f e l l o w  h o n o r s  s t u d e n t s ,  b u t  he c o m p e te s  w i t h  

h i m s e l f  a n d  m e e t s  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  h i s  own w i d e n i n g  h o r i z o n s .

The e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  h o n o r s  p r o g r a m  f ro m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  

c an  r e d u c e  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  mere " a c t i v i t i e s "  and  c o n ­

c e i v a b l y  c o u l d  become an  a n t i d o t e  t o  a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m ,  

t h e  s p r e a d  o f  w h i c h ,  e v e n  w i t h i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  h as  

r e c e n t l y  b e e n  s o  much d e p l o r e d .

T h e s e  b e n e f i t s  c a n  r e a c h  down t o  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  

a nd  up t o  t h e  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  b e c a u s e  b o t h  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  

t h e  s u p e r i o r  s t u d e n t  and  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  s u p e r i o r  

s c h o l a r - t e a c h e r  i n v o l v e s  b o t h  s t u d e n t  a n d  t e a c h e r  and  a t  

a  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  u r g e n c y  and  a w a r e n e s s  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  " a c a d e m i c  l o c k s t e p "  c a n  be b r o k e n  by 

new c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  t e a c h i n g ,  by c o n t r o l l e d  c u r r i c u l a r  

i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n ,  by  d i s c i p l i n e d  c o n f e r e n c e  

a n d  d i s c u s s i o n  m e th o d s  whose e f f e c t s  c a n  r a d i a t e  o v e r  t h e  

w hole  r a n g e  o f  c l a s s  w ork  b e yond  t h e  h o n o r s  p r o g r a m s  as  s u c h .

A s o l i d  t r a d i t i o n  o f  e x c e l l e n c e  t r a n s c e n d i n g  t h e  

m eag e r  c r i t e r i o n  o f  g r a d e s  can  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h i n  t h e
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c o l l e g e  t o  s e r v e  as  an  e x a m p le  o f  q u a l i t y  f o r  a l l  and  t o  

l e a v e n  t h e  r e a l m s  o f  a v e r a g e  a n d  m e d i o c r e  p e r f o r m a n c e .

T h i s  w o u ld  b e  a t r a d i t i o n  w i t h  a s p e c i f i c  c o n t e n t  a p p l y i n g  

w i t h i n  e a c h  f i e l d  o f  l e a r n i n g  a n d  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  

a n d  b e t w e e n  a l l  f i e l d s ,  a  t r a d i t i o n  o f  w ha t  i s  t o  be  i n  

s e a r c h  o f  an  e d u c a t i o n ,  t o  c o n f r o n t  i d e a s ,  t o  m a n i f e s t  

t h e i r  i m p a c t  i n  t h o u g h t  and  i m a g i n a t i o n .  Such  a  t r a d i t i o n ,  

o n c e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  c a n ,  a n d  s h o u l d ,  be  g i v e n  v i s i b i l i t y  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  and  p u b l i c i z e d  p r o u d l y  o v e r  t h e  

s t a t e  and  n a t i o n .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  d i r e c t i n g  s t a f f  and  t h e  H o n o rs  C o u n c i l  

c a n  be  c o n s t a n t l y  r e c r u i t i n g  t h e  s u p e r i o r  s c h o l a r - t e a c h e r  

who w i l l  be  a d e q u a t e  t o  t h e  s u p e r i o r  s t u d e n t .  The good 

t e a c h e r  c a n  t h u s  b e  g i v e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t r a n s c e n d  

o r d i n a r y  r o u t i n e s  o f  t e a c h i n g .  A l l  s u c h  i n s t r u c t o r s  can  

be  g i v e n  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  young  

m i n d s . S t a n d a r d s  o f  t e a c h i n g  e x c e l l e n c e  and  o f  s t u d e n t  

a c h i e v e m e n t  c a n  b e  r e f i n e d ,  r a i s e d  an d  c l a r i f i e d  f o r  a l l  

i n s t r u c t o r s  b o t h  i n  g e n e r a l  a n d  i n  t h e  s e v e r a l  d e p a r t m e n t s .  

Many a t e a c h e r  i n  h o n o r s  w i l l  d i s c o v e r  t o  h i s  s u r p r i s e  

t h a t  some t e c h n i q u e s  t h a t  w ork  w i t h  h o n o r  s t u d e n t s  can  

a l s o  work w i t h  l a r g e  c l a s s e s  o f  o r d i n a r y  s t u d e n t s .  Many 

p r o f e s s o r s ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  n e v e r  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  t o  a im  a t  

e x c e l l e n c e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  n e v e r  w i t h  a g r o u p  i n  w h ic h  

e x c e l l e n c e  i s  e x p e c t e d .
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But t h e  p r i m a r y  a d v a n t a g e  i s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h a t  s u c h  a 

p r o g r a m  c a n  p r o v i d e  t h e  s u p e r i o r  s t u d e n t  h i m s e l f  w i t h  what  

he m o s t  w a n t s  and  n e e d s ,  w i t h  what  c a n  r e c o n c i l e  h im  t o  

t h o s e  t h i n g s  i n  h i s  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  f a l l  s h o r t  o f  h i s  e x p e c ­

t a t i o n s .  I t  can  e n c o u r a g e  m ore  good s t u d e n t s  who s h o u l d  

be  d o i n g  s o  t o  go on t o  g r a d u a t e  w o r k ,  a n d  i t  can  d i m i n i s h  

t h e  g r e a t  f a l l - o f f  b o t h  from high s c h o o l  an d  f ro m  t h e  l o w e r  

d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  H onors  p r o g r a m s , i n  s h o r t ,  c an  

s e r v e  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s  an d  n a t i o n  w e l l  i f  p r o p e r l y  

p l a n n e d  an d  a d m i n i s t e r e d . 1

Due t o  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  a n d  r a t i o n a l e ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  

was u n d e r t a k e n  i n  o r d e r  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h e t h e r  s e x ,  GPA, l o c a l e  

and  c u r r i c u l u m  h a d  an e f f e c t  on e n r o l l m e n t  s t a t u s .

-^Cohen, J o s e p h  W . ,  A d d r e s s  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  U ta h  
C o n f e r e n c e  o f  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n ,  ( S e p t e m b e r  1 9 5 8 ) ,  a t  
S a l t  Lake  C i t y .
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Im p o rta n ce  o f  t h e  Study

The i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s :

1 .  I t  w o u ld  p o i n t  t o  t h e  n e e d  t o  c o l l e c t  d a t a  u s e f u l  

f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g o i n g  i n t o  t h e  h o n o r s  p r o g r a m .

( a )  To h e l p  p r e d i c t  w h ic h  s t u d e n t s  a r e  more 

l i k e l y  t o  s t a y  i n  c o l l e g e  and  why.

(b)  F o r  c a r e e r  d e v e l o p m e n t .

( c )  To s e r v e  a s  an  i n d i c a t o r  t h a t  d r o p o u t  

r a t e  i s  a f f e c t e d  by  c u l t u r a l  b a c k ­

g r o u n d ,  s e x ,  a g e  an d  g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e .

(d )  F o r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l  t o  b e t t e r  r e l a t e  

s t u d e n t  n e e d s  t o  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l ­

a b l e  t o  t h e m  a f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  c o l l e g e .

2 .  I t  w o u ld  h e l p  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  t o  be more  aw are  o f  

t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  an  h o n o r s  

p r o g r a m ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  an d  a t t r i b u t e s ,  i f  

a n y ,  s u c h  a  p r o g r a m  may a d d  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  e d u c a t i o n a l  

c a r e e r  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  a n d  t h e  a c a d e m i c  image  i t  w i l l  g i v e  

t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .

3 .  I t  w o u ld  e n h a n c e  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  a  c o u n s e l o r  o r  

a c a d e m i c  a d v i s o r  t o  h e l p  t h e  " g i f t e d ” s t u d e n t  i n  c h o i c e s  

c o n c e r n i n g  h i s  a c a d e m ic  p r o g r e s s i o n .
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L i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Study

A d a p t a t i o n  o f  t h e  b r o a d  d e f i n i t i o n  f o r  d r o p o u t s  i n  

t h i s  s t u d y  n e c e s s i t a t e s  an  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  t o  

a l l o w  f o r  m ore  s p e c i f i c  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s .

The p r i m a r y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  d r o p o u t  was 

w i t h d r a w a l  f ro m  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  The s e c o n d ,  t h i r d  an d  

f o u r t h  c a t e g o r i e s — i n v o l u n t a r y ,  v o l u n t a r y  and  no i n f o r m a ­

t i o n — w e r e  n o t e d  w here  v o l u n t a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  was g i v e n  by 

t h e  s t u d e n t  u p o n  w i t h d r a w a l  f ro m  t h e  Honors  C o l l e g e .  Bu t  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d a t a  d u e  t o  s c a n t i n e s s  was n o t  deemed 

r e l e v a n t  e n o u g h  t o  w a r r a n t  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  (S ee  

A p p e n d ix  A) T h e r e f o r e ,  due t o  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  c o m p l e t e  

w i t h d r a w a l  f ro m  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  was u s e d  as  t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g  

f a c t o r  f o r  d r o p o u t  d a t a  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .

The s t u d y  w i l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  

a t t r i t i o n  o f  tw o  g r o u p s  o f  s t u d e n t s :  t h o s e  i n  t h e  H o n o rs

C o l l e g e  a n d  a  r a n d o m ly  s e l e c t e d  n um ber  o f  s t u d e n t s  who 

q u a l i f i e d  a n d  w ere  a s k e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  H onors  C o l l e g e  b u t  

c h o s e  i n s t e a d  t o  e n t e r  t h e  G e n e r a l  D e g re e  p r o g ra m  a t  WMU. 

B o th  g r o u p s  o f  122 s t u d e n t s  e a c h  w i l l  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  u s i n g  

o n l y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c r i t e r i a :  ( a )  s e x ,  (b )  GPA, ( c )  l o c a l e

and  (d )  s p e c i f i c  c u r r i c u l u m  c h o i c e ,  i f  a n y ,  and e n r o l l m e n t  

s t a t u s .

13

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



The g e n e r a l i z a b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  l i m i t e d  by t h e  

u n i q u e n e s s  o f  t h e  H onors  C o l l e g e  a t  W e s t e r n  M ic h i g a n  

U n i v e r s i t y .  C a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n  s h o u l d  be  g i v e n  t o  s p e c i f i c  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  e a c h  h o n o r s  p r o g ra m  one m i g h t  w i s h  t o  

com pare  w i t h  t h e  p r o g r a m  a t  W e s t e r n .

T h i s  s t u d y  i n c l u d e s  s t u d e n t s  who d r o p p e d  c o m p l e t e l y  

o u t  o f  c o l l e g e  b u t  n o t  t h o s e  who t r a n s f e r r e d  f ro m  t h e  

h o n o r s  p r o g r a m  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  c u r r i c u l u m .
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D e f i n i t i o n  o f  Terms

I n  o r d e r  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  t e r m i n o l o g y  u s e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y ,  

t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t e r m s  i s  l i s t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

C u l t u r a l  B a c k g r o u n d . C u l t u r a l  b a c k g r o u n d  w i l l  be 

o p e r a t i o n a l l y  d e f i n e d  as  e i t h e r  r u r a l  o r  u r b a n .

— R u r a l  C u l t u r a l  B a c k g r o u n d ,  i . e . ,  f a r m i n g  
a r e a

— U rban  C u l t u r a l  B a c k g r o u n d ,  i . e . ,  p r i m a r i l y  
i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  b u s i n e s s  community

D r o p o u t . A r e v i e w  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on  d r o p o u t s  c o n ­

c e i v e s  th em  as  p u p i l s  who w i t h d r a w  f ro m  c o l l e g e  b e f o r e  

c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e d  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  f o r m a l  s t u d y  w h ich  

t e r m i n a t e s  w i t h  g r a d u a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  s t u d y  t h i s  t e r m  r e f e r s  

t o  a  s t u d e n t  who h a s  w i t h d r a w n  f rom  W e s t e r n  M ic h i g a n  

U n i v e r s i t y  p r i o r  t o  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a n o r m a l  p r o g r a m  o f  

s t u d i e s  a n d  who h a s  no i m m e d i a t e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  

h i s  e d u c a t i o n  a t  WMU.

H o n o r s . To i n c l u d e  w h a t e v e r  may be d o n e  i n  c o l l e g e s  

and  u n i v e r s i t i e s  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  more  a b l e  s t u d e n t — w h a t ­

e v e r  may be  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  s p e c i a l  n e e d s  o f  s u c h  

s t u d e n t s  d u r i n g  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  y e a r s . 1

N o n - H o n o r s . N o n - h o n o r s  w i l l  be  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  d e f i n e d  

f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  t o  b e  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  who,  t h r o u g h  t h e  

s c r e e n i n g  p r o c e d u r e  u s e d  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  Honors  C o l l e g e

libid.
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a t  WMU ( s e e  A p p e n d ix  B) an d  w e re  a s k e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  Honors  

C o l l e g e  p r o g r a m ,  b u t  c h o s e  i n s t e a d  t o  e n t e r  t h e  G e n e r a l  

D e g re e  p r o g r a m .

GPA. A mark  i n d i c a t i n g  a s t u d e n t ' s  l e v e l  o f  accom­

p l i s h m e n t .  The s c a l e  u s e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  r e l a t e s  "A" t o  

f o u r  p o i n t s ,  "B" t o  t h r e e  p o i n t s ,  "C" t o  tw o  p o i n t s  and 

"D" t o  o ne  p o i n t .  A 1 -9  s c a l e  w i t h i n  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  f o u r  

l e v e l s  was u s e d  t o  p i n p o i n t  e x a c t  GPA.

C h a p t e r  I  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  a n d  r a t i o n a l e  

f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y .  I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r ,  s e l e c t e d  

l i t e r a t u r e  r e l e v a n t  to- t h i s  r e s e a r c h  s t u d y  w i l l  be r e v i e w e d  

and  d i s c u s s e d .  C h a p t e r  I I I  w i l l  i n c l u d e  p r o c e d u r e s  and  

r e s u l t s ,  f o l l o w e d  by C h a p t e r  IV ,  w h ic h  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a n a l ­

y s i s  o f  t h e  d a t a ,  summary,  c o n c l u s i o n s  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n .
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REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

D r o p o u t s ,  as  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  c a n  be 

c a t e g o r i z e d  a s  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  who d i d  n o t  c h o o s e  t o  r e m a i n  

i n  t h e  Honors ,  C o l l e g e  a n d ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  d r o p p e d  o u t  o f  

c o l l e g e  a l t o g e t h e r .

T h e r e  a r e  a num b er  o f  a r t i c l e s  a n d  b o o k s  w r i t t e n  and  

s t u d i e s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  d e a l  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  t h e  d r o p o u t  i n  

t h e  g r a d e s  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l .  I n  c o m p a r i s o n ,  few s t u d i e s  o r  

a r t i c l e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  on H o n o r s  C o l l e g e  d r o p o u t s  and 

e v e n  l e s s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  

u n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .  H e n c e ,  o n l y  t h e  f o l ­

lo w i n g  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  s t u d i e s  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  r e s e a r c h  s t u d y .  They c a n  b e  c a t e g o r i z e d  u n d e r  

t h r e e  h e a d i n g s .

1 .  D ro p o u t  -  The G e n e r a l  P r o b le m

2 .  C u r r i c u l u m

3 .  Honors  P ro g ra m s
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D ropout -  The G en era l Problem

S t u d e n t s  who d r o p  o u t  o f  c o l l e g e  a r e  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  

same d i s a l l u s i o n m e n t  a s  s t u d e n t s  who d r o p  o u t  a t  an e a r l i e r  

a g e .  I n s t i t u t i o n s  h a v e  f a i l e d  m i s e r a b l y  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  

p ro g ram s  t h a t  may k e e p  s t u d e n t s  a t  a l l  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  and  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  l e v e l s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a g g r e s s i v e  and  s t i m u l a ­

t i n g  l e a r n i n g .

The f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t  made by t h e  l a t e  P r e s i d e n t

J o h n  F .  Kennedy c l e a r l y  d e f i n e s  t h e  e x t e n t  a n d  i m p o r t a n c e

o f  t h e  d r o p o u t  p r o b l e m  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  e d u c a t i o n .

"The e n d  o f  t h i s  summer o f  1963 w i l l  be  an  
e s p e c i a l l y  c r i t i c a l  t i m e  f o r  4 0 0 , 0 0 0  young  
A m e r i c a n s  who,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  
e a r l i e r  y e a r s ,  w i l l  n o t  r e t u r n  t o  s c h o o l .
We’r e  now t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  l i v e s  o f  a  m i l l i o n  
y o u n g  A m e r i c a n  boys  a n d  g i r l s  who w i l l  f a i l  
t o  m e e t  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  t h e  
n e x t  few m o n th s  an d  y e a r s  u n l e s s  we do some­
t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  T h i s  i s  a s e r i o u s  n a t i o n a l  
p r o b l e m . " ^

C u r r e n t  s t a t i s t i c s  r e l e a s e d  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  

A s s o c i a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  D i v i s i o n  r e v e a l  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

64 p e r c e n t  o f  c h i l d r e n  e n r o l l e d  i n  f i f t h  g r a d e  e v e n t u a l l y  

g r a d u a t e  f ro m  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  an d  o n l y  f o u r  p e r c e n t  o f  t h o s e
p

r e m a i n i n g  w i l l  e n r o l l  i n  c o l l e g e .

^ P r e s i d e n t  J o h n  F .  K e n n e d y ’ s news c o n f e r e n c e  as  
r e p o r t e d  by The New Y ork  T i m e s , (A u g u s t  2 ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  1 - 2 .

^ N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  N .E .A .  R e s e a r c h  
D i v i s i o n ,  S c h o o l  D r o p o u t s  B u l l e t i n , ( A p r i l  1 9 6 3 ) ,  2.
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I n v e s t i g a t o r s  who h a v e  s t u d i e d  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  s t u d e n t s  

l e a v i n g  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e  t h a t  p o o r  g r a d e s ,  

s u b j e c t  f a i l u r e  ( e s p e c i a l l y  r e a d i n g ) ,  d i s l i k e  o f  t e a c h e r s ,  

p o o r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  f i n a n c i a l  n e e d ,  c u r r i c u l u m  

and  l a c k  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  f rom  p a r e n t s  a r e  a l l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  

d e c r e a s e  t h e  h o l d i n g  pow er  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s . 1

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r

s t a t i s t i c s ,  t h e r e  a r e :

" 6 l  m i l l i o n  A m e r ic a n s  who h a v e n ' t  
c o m p l e t e d  h i g h  s c h o o l ;

44 m i l l i o n  who f a i l e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  
t h e  n i n t h  g r a d e ;

tw o  m i l l i o n  who n e v e r  w e n t  t o  s c h o o l  
a t  a l l .

I n  1945 j  65 p e r c e n t  o f  y o u n g s t e r s  1 6 -17  
w e re  i n  s c h o o l .  I n  1 9 7 0 ,  77 p e r c e n t  o f  
y o u n g s t e r s  1 6 -1 7  w ere  i n  s c h o o l . "2

The P r e s i d e n t ’ s Com m it tee  on J u v e n i l e  D e l i n q u e n c y

and  Y o u th  C r im e  r e p o r t e d :

" 5 0 - 6 0  p e r c e n t  o f  p r i s o n  i n m a t e s  a r e  
d r o p o u t s .

8 0 - 9 0  p e r c e n t  o f  w e l f a r e  c a s e s  a r e  
d r o p o u t s . ”3

1 l o c  c i t . ,  p . 1 - 8 .
p
“̂ U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r , '  H ig h  S c h o o l  D ip lo m a  

P a s s p o r t  t o  P r o g r e s s , ( 1 9 7 1 ) ,  2 .

^ N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  P r e s i d e n t ' s  Com m it tee  
on J u v e n i l e  D e l i n q u e n c y  and  Y ou th  C r i m e , ( J u l y  1 9 7 1 ) ,  2 .
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Job  pay  d i f f e r e n t i a l  a c c e n t s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  g r e a t e r  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  s t u d e n t  r e t e n t i o n ,  i n  n o t  o n l y  

t h e  f i r s t  12 y e a r s  o f  s c h o o l ,  b u t  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  as  w e l l .  

The m ed ian  incom e  o f  m a l e s  25 y e a r s  o f  age  and  o v e r  v a r i e s  

f ro m  1 , 0 0 0  t o  1 0 , 0 0 0  d o l l a r s  f o r  t h o s e  who h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  

f rom  8 -1 6  o r  more  y e a r s  o f  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  ( s e e  A ppend ix  

C) .

More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  g r a d e  l e v e l s  a t t a i n e d  and

w e ek ly  e a r n i n g s  r e v e a l :

L e s s  t h a n  e i g h t  y e a r s  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  -  $ 4 8 . 0 0 /w e e k
E i g h t  y e a r s  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  -  7 6 . 0 0 / w e e k
One t o  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  -  9 0 . 0 0 /w e e k
H igh  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e  -  1 1 0 . 0 0 /w e e k
One t o  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  c o l l e g e  -  1 2 5 .0 0 /w e e k
P o u r  y e a r s  o f  c o l l e g e  o r  more  -  1 5 5 - 0 0 / w e e k 1

" . . .  D i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  d r o p o u t s  seem  t o  assum e t h e y

a r e  a l l  a l i k e .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t r u e , " 2 m a i n t a i n s  M i l l e r .  I t

c o u l d  be  t h a t  w h i l e  a d e q u a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on d r o p o u t s  i s

l a c k i n g ,  we a r e  p r o n e  t o  s h o v e  a l l  s t u d e n t s  who l e a v e  an

i n s t i t u t i o n  i n t o  one  b a s k e t  f o r  t h e  p r o v e r b i a l  s h a k i n g .

Some f a c t s  a r e  k n o w n ,  h o w e v e r ,  e . g . ,  d r o p o u t s  a r e  n o t

e x c l u s i v e l y  f ro m  w o r k i n g - c l a s s ,  l o w - c l a s s  o r  low incom e

f a m i l i e s .  "We a r e  i n  d a n g e r  o f  m a k in g  d r o p o u t s  a  p r o b le m

o f  p e r s o n a l  i n a d e q u a c y ,  s u b c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  and  t h e  l i k e ,

1 i b i d .

2M i l l e r ,  S .  M .,  " N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  P r o j e c t  
on S c h o o l  D r o p o u t  -  A Sym pos ium ."  S c h o o l  D r o p o u t s  N e w s l e t t e r , 
V o l .  I ,  No. 2 ,  ( F e b r u a r y  1 9 6 3 ) ,  9-
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b u t  most  d r o p o u t s  a r e  n e i t h e r  k n i g h t s  n o r  h o o d s .  We m ust  

be  c o n c e r n e d  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l . " ' 1'

I n  t h e  y e a r s  a h e a d  t h e  n a t i o n  c a n  e x p e c t  a 79 p e r c e n t  

i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  num ber  o f  e m p lo y e d  p e r s o n s  ( f r o m  6 4 .6  

m i l l i o n  i n  1970 t o  1 1 5- 8  m i l l i o n  i n  1985)  and  a 70 p e r c e n t

i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  num ber  o f  c h i l d r e n  an d  you n g  a d u l t s  g o i n g
~  2t o  s c h o o l  o r  c o l l e g e  ( f r o m  4 3 . 8  m i l l i o n  t o  7 4 . 5  m i l l i o n ) .

Many b e l i e v e  i t  i s  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  f o r e s e e  a  c o n t i n u e d  

r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  u n s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s  by s k i l l e d  p e r s o n n e l ,  an  

i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  num ber  o f  s a l e s  and  s e r v i c e  p e o p l e ,  and  a  

d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  n u m b er  o f  f a r m e r s  a n d  f a r m  w o r k e r s . T h e r e  

w i l l  be  f e w e r  j o b s  f o r  u n s k i l l e d  p e o p l e  t h a n  t h e r e  w ere
■5

when t h e  c o u n t r y  was p r i m a r i l y  an  a g r i c u l t u r e  e c o n o m y . J

A c o n s e r v a t i v e  e s t i m a t e  i s  t h a t  t h e  number  o f  p e r s o n s

who a r e  a b l e  t o  do p o s t - h i g h  s c h o o l  w o r k ,  and  s e e k i n g  t o  go

t o  c o l l e g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  f u l l  o r  p a r t  t i m e ,  c a n  be

e x p e c t e d  t o  d o u b l e  b e t w e e n  i 960  a n d  1 9 7 0 ,  t r i p l e  by 1980

and c o n t i n u e  u p w a rd  t h e r e a f t e r  f o r  many y e a r s  t o  come.

P r i v a t e  c o l l e g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  c a n  be  e x p e c t e d  t o

e x p an d  f rom  1 . 5  m i l l i o n  s t u d e n t s  i n  i 960  t o  2 . 3  m i l l i o n

s t u d e n t s  i n  1 9 7 0 , an  i n c r e a s e  o f  53 p e r c e n t  i n  t e n  y e a r s ,
4and  t h e n  grow r a t h e r  s l o w l y  i n  y e a r s  b e y o n d .

•^loc . c i t . ,  p . 10 .
p

l o c . c i t . , p . 1 1 .

^ l o c . c i t . , p . 1 4 .

4 l o c . c i t . ,  p .16 .
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T h i s  l a r g e  i n f l u x  i n  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  i s  due t o :

(1 )  more  c o l l e g e  ag e  p e o p l e ,  1 8 -2 0  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  a n d  (2)  

a  l a r g e r  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e s e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g  c o l l e g e s . ' 1'

T h i s  means t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  79 p e r c e n t  more p e o p l e  

s e e k i n g  j o b s  who may o r  may n o t  h a v e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  minimum 12 y e a r s  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  More 

i m p o r t a n t l y ,  o n l y  f o u r  p e r c e n t  w i l l  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  c o l l e g e .  

I t  w o u ld  a p p e a r  t h a t  w h i l e  o u r  c u l t u r e  i s  a d v o c a t i n g  

" s p e c i a l i z a t i o n "  i n  t r a i n i n g ,  o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  l e a r n i n g  

a r e  n o t  o f f e r i n g  p r o g r a m s  a n d  c u r r i c u l u m  c h o i c e s  t h a t  w i l l  

k e e p  t h e s e  79 p e r c e n t  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  and  c o l l e g e s  s o  t h e y  

m i g h t  become more f u l l y  t r a i n e d . ^  The r e l e v a n c e  a n d  i m p o r ­

t a n c e  o f  s t u d e n t  r e t e n t i o n  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  l e a r n i n g  i s  

u n m i s t a k a b l e .  C o m p a r i so n  o f  d r o p o u t s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  can  be  

e q u a t e d  an d  v a l u e s  d raw n  t h a t  l e n d  c r e d e n c e  t o  t h e  a s su m p ­

t i o n  t h a t  s i m i l a r  f o r m u l a s  may b e  d raw n  up t o  f i n d  s o l u t i o n s  

f o r  t h e  d r o p o u t  p r o b l e m  i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  h o u s i n g  H o n o rs  

C o l l e g e s ,  and  a l l  o t h e r  f a c e t s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  as  w e l l .

■^loc . c i t . ,  p .  1 9 .

2l o c .  c i t . ,  p . 2 0 .
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C u r r i c u l u m

E d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c u r r i c u -

lums h a v e  many a t t r i b u t e s  t h a t  m us t  b e  l o o k e d  a t  s e p a r a t e l y .

R e c e n t l y ,  S t a k e s  s t a t e d :

" E d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g ra m s  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
by  t h e i r  p u r p o s e ,  t h e i r  c o n t e n t ,  t h e i r  
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e i r  m e th o d s  a n d  t h e  
c h a n g e s  t h a t  t h e y  b r i n g  a b o u t .  U s u a l l y  
t h e r e  a r e  m e s s a g e s  t o  be  c o n v e y e d ,  r e l a ­
t i o n s h i p s  t o  be  d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  c o n c e p t s  
t o  be  s y m b o l i z e d ,  and  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  and 
s k i l l s  t o  be  a c q u i r e d . n l

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  s e e  t h e  r e l e v a n c e  o f  t h i s  

t y p e  o f  p r o g r a m ,  S t a k e s  r e v e a l e d ,  u n t i l  t h e  c o n c e p t s  a r e  

i n t e r w o v e n  i n t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  w i t h  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  i n d i ­

v i d u a l  s t u d e n t  i n  m ind .

Jones^ c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  c o l l e g e  

y o u t h  i s  much l e s s  o r i e n t a t e d  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  t h a n  t h e  o l d e r  

g e n e r a t i o n ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e i r  s t r e s s  i s  on "means"  r a t h e r  

t h a n  " e n d s "  and  on p ro g ra m s  o f  i n v o l v e m e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  

g o a l s .  O h a n io n ^  r e l a t e s  t h a t :  (1 )  l e a r n i n g  i s  h i g h l y

1S t a k e s ,  R o b e r t ,  e d . ,  P e r s p e c t i v e s  on C u r r i c u l u m  
E v a l u a t i o n . AERA Monograph S e r i e s  on C u r r i c u l u m  E v a l u a -  
t i o n ,  ( 1 9 6 7 ) ,  1 0 2 .

^ J o n e s ,  O r v i l l e  E . ,  "What Are T o d a y ’ s C o l l e g e - A g e  
C o u n s e l o r s  R e a l l y  L i k e ? "  Cam ping , ( J a n u a r y  1 9 7 1 ) ,  1 1 - 1 2 .

•^Ohanion,  V e r a ,  " E d u c a t i o n a l  T e c h n o l o g y :  A C r i t i q u e . "
The E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  J o u r n a l , ( J a n u a r y  1 9 7 1 ) ,  1 8 3 - 1 9 7 .
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p e r s o n a l .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i n d i v i d u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  b e s t  met 

on an  i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s .  (2 )  T e c h n o l o g y  c a n  p r o v i d e  t h e  

w h e r e w i t h a l ,  t h e  h a r d w a r e ,  and  t h e  s o f t w a r e  t o  do t h e  j o b .  

I n  e s s e n c e ,  t e c h n o l o g y  o f  t o d a y  can  make s e l f - i n s t r u c t i o n  

f e a s i b l e  t o  h e l p  u p g r a d e  a p r o g ra m  an d  e n h a n c e  t h e  c u r ­

r i c u l u m .

The d a y s  o f  t h e  Hom eric  l e c t u r e  m e th o d  o f  l e a r n i n g  

d i d  n o t  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  n e w n e s s  o f  i d e a s  t h a t  s t u ­

d e n t s  a r e  a s k i n g  f o r  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e  p r o g r a m s  a c r o s s  t h e  

c o u n t r y .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  some a t t e m p t s  t o  m e e t  t h e  i n d i ­

v i d u a l  n e e d s  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  c e r t a i n  p rog ram s ; ,  b u t  a l l  t o o  

o f t e n  i t  was d one  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  a n d  p a t c h w o r k  r e v i s i o n s  

r e s u l t e d  i n s t e a d  o f  t o t a l  i n n o v a t i o n s .
p

Harm er  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  q u e s t i o n  many c h a n g e s  

h a v e  b e e n  made i n  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e .  The 

q u e s t i o n  i s — h a v e  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  b e e n  im p r o v e m e n t s ?  Each  

i n s t i t u t i o n  m u s t  know what  i t  i s  d o i n g  now b e f o r e  i t  c an  

p r e d i c t  t h a t  c h a n g e  w i l l  be an im p r o v e m e n t .

K ow i tz^  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  c o m p u t e r  i s  t h e  " t i g e r "  i n  

t o d a y ' s  c u r r i c u l u m .  I t s  m a j o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  e d u c a t i o n

■^Harmer, H. M . ,  " I m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  E d u c a t i o n :  C r i t i q u e
f o r  C h a n g e . "  E d u c a t i o n a l  T e c h n o l o g y ,  (November 1 9 7 1 ) s 
4 6 - 5 0 .

2 i b i d .

^ K o w i t z ,  G e r a l d  T . ,  "The T i g e r  i n  C u r r i c u l u m . "  The 
E d u c a t i o n a l  F o r u m , (November 1 9 7 0 ) ,  55-63*
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w i l l  be  t o  f o c u s  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  upon t h e  n a t u r e  o f  i n f o r ­

m a t i o n  and  t h e  d i s t o r t i o n s  w h ich  may r e s u l t  f ro m  m ethods  

u s e d  t o  p r o c e s s  and  t r a n s m i t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  

i s  on e  way t h e  s p e c i a l  p r o g ra m s  c a n  m ee t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h i s  t o  h o n o r s  

p r o g ra m s  i s  o b v i o u s .  The o b j e c t i v e s  o f  e a c h  p r o g r a m  has  

t o  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  c h a n g e s  and  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t  i f  he  o r  s h e  i s  t o  r e m a i n  i n  c o l l e g e .

M cC ar th y  w r i t e s :

" E d u c a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s  and  r e s p o n ­
s i b i l i t i e s  m u s t  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  an d  make 
a d j u s t m e n t s  t o  c o p e  w i t h  c h a n g e s  i n  
s o c i e t y . " 1

V ac c a  c o n t e n d s  t h a t :  ^

" I f  t h e  p u b l i c  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  
demand more a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f ro m  i t s  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  
a  t e a c h e r  s u r p l u s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  more  
c e r t a i n t y  o f  q u a l i t y  i n s t r u c t i o n  an d  
c u r r i c u l u m  c h a n g e s . " 2

"The n o n - p r o f i t  i n s t i t u t e s  a r e  p l a c e s  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

e x c i t e m e n t  t o d a y , s a y s  D r .  W i l l i a m  L.  G a r r i s o n ,  D i r e c t o r  

o f  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  U rb a n  S t u d i e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

I l l i n o i s .  " U n l e s s  u n i v e r s i t i e s  c a n  ch an g e  t h e m s e l v e s —

^ M c C a r th y ,  Raymond G . ,  A l c o h o l  an d  S o c i a l  R e s p o n s i ­
b i l i t i e s , ( 1 9 5 3 ) ,  1 4 6 .

2Vac c a ,  R i c h a r d  S . ,  " T e a c h e r  S u p p l y :  A B l e s s i n g  i n
D i s g u i s e ? "  V i r g i n i a  J o u r n a l  o f  E d u c a t i o n , (November  1 9 7 0 ) ,  
10- 11 .

^ G a r r i s o n ,  D r .  W i l l i a m  L . ,  " U n i v e r s i t i e s '  S t a t u s  
W o b b l e s . "  K a lam azoo  G a z e t t e , (November  2 9 ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  84 .
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r e f o r g e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  d i s c i p l i n e  i n t o  s h a p e  more r e l e v a n t  

t o  c o n t e m p o r a r y  l i f e — t h e y  w i l l  t u r n  i n t o  s i m p l e  d i p l o m a  

m i l l s , 1,1 s a y s  D r .  G a r r i s o n .  S t i l l ,  h e  f e e l s  t h e  c h a n c e s  

a r e  v e r y  s l i m  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l - b o u n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and 

s p e c i f i c  d e p a r t m e n t s  t h e r e i n  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  r e s h a p e  t h e m ­

s e l v e s  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  p l a c e d  on th e m  by s o c i e t y .

D r .  Jam e s  T. B o n n en ,  M i c h i g a n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  e c o n o ­

m i s t  who h e a d e d  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  m e e t i n g  t h e  n e e d s  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  s t a t e d :

" T h e r e  i s  a r e a l  t h r e a t  t h a t  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n  human r e s o u r c e s  

w i l l  d r i b b l e  away f ro m  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  due i n  p a r t  t o  t h e
p

l a c k  o f  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  c u r r i c u l u m . "

O’K e l l y  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  o p e n i n g  t h e  d o o r s  t o  more 

s t u d e n t s  and  s t a r t i n g  new c o l l e g e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  "a  s e r i o u s  

d i s e q u i l i b r i u m  b e t w e e n  e n r o l l m e n t  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  c a p a ­

b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ’s . " ^  The r e s u l t s  w e re  t h a t  

s t u d e n t s  do g e t  l e s s  a d e q u a t e  i n s t r u c t i o n  due p a r t l y  t o  an 

i n a d e q u a t e  c u r r i c u l u m .

P a r k e r  f e e l s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  i t ' s  t o o  l a t e  f o r  e v o l u t i o n .

"We now e i t h e r  p r o d u c e  a r e v o l u t i o n  i n  
s c h o o l i n g  a n d  c u r r i c u l u m  o r  t a k e  t h e  
c o n s e q u e n c e s :  a n a r c h y  i n  o u r  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s  .

1 i b i d .

2B o n n en ,  D r .  J a m e s  T . ,  Q u o te d  i n  G a r r i s o n ' s  s p e e c h ,  i b i d .

^ O ' K e l l y ,  J a m e s ,  " S t u d e n t  P r o b l e m s . "  S t a t e  J o u r n a l ,  
( A p r i l  1 ,  1969)  , 8 .

^ P a r k e r ,  Don H . ,  " D ro p o u t  -  The P r o b le m  S c h o o l . "  
W i s c o n s i n  J o u r n a l  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  (Novem ber  1 9 7 0 ) ,  14 .
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The h e a r t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  i s  t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  i s  t h e  

n a t u r a l  home o f  t h o s e  k i n d s  o f  h i g h l y  t r a i n e d ,  s p e c i a l i z e d  

t a l e n t  on w h ic h  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y  i s  h e a v i l y  d e p e n d e n t .

I n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ’ s s c i e n c e  an d  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  

i n  i t s  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  i n  many o t h e r  

p l a c e s  w i t h i n  i t s  w a l l s  a r e  h o u s e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  b e s t  

q u a l i f i e d  t o  s o l v e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  some o f  t h e  

n a t i o n ’ s m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  p r o b le m s  t h r o u g h  an  u p d a t e d  c u r ­

r i c u l u m .  S i n c e  i t  i s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  w i l l  t h a t  t h e s e  p r o b le m s  

b e  a t t a c k e d ,  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  t o  " p r o d u c e "  i s  

b e c o m in g  e v e n  more i n t e n s e . ' 1'

1 ____________ , "The U n i v e r s i t y  a t  t h e  S e r v i c e  o f  S o c i e t y .
A summary o f  a  d i s c u s s i o n  by t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  C a r n e g i e  
F o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  t e a c h i n g ,  1 9 6 6 - 6 7  A n n u a l  
R e p o r t ,  5 .
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H onors  P ro g ram s

H o n o r s ,  as  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  i s  a  p e r ­

s p e c t i v e  d e v i s e d  by  f a c u l t y  and  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and  r e f i n e d  

w i t h  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  y e a r s .

The c o r e  o f  t h i s  o u t l o o k  as  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  

t h e  r e a d i n e s s  t o  c o n f r o n t  a n d  e x p l o r e  i d e a s  b o t h  new and 

t h o s e  l o n g  i n  e x i s t e n c e .

E ach  i n s t i t u t i o n  may f i n d  i t  u s e f u l  t o  c o n s i d e r  some 

g e n e r a l  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a b o u t  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  

k i n d s  o f  p r o g r a m s .  " F i r s t ,  t h e  . . u n i v e r s i t y  c a n  l o o k  c a r e ­

f u l l y  a t  i t s  own p r a c t i c e s  an d  a d h e r e  t o  h i g h  s t a n d a r d s  on 

i t s  own cam pus .  S e c o n d ,  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  c a n  p l a y  a  r o l e  a s  

a n  o b j e c t i v e  a g e n c y  o f  s o c i e t y  i n  p r o v i d i n g  c o n t e n d i n g  

f o r c e s  f o r  a  p l a c e  t o  m ee t  u n d e r  d i s p a s s i o n a t e  and  i n t e l ­

l e c t u a l  s p o n s o r s h i p .  T h i r d ,  a  r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  o f  

p r o g r a m  c a n  be o f f e r e d  t o  e n t i c e  t h e  g i f t e d  s t u d e n t  t o  s h a r e  

i n  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  pow ers  s p o n s o r e d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

o r  s p e c i a l  c o l l e g e s  w i t h i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  (The o l d  F r e n c h  

p r o v e r b ,  " I I  n ’y a r i e n  q u i  d u r e  comme l e  p r o v i s o i r e , '  may 

a p p l y  t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n . ) " ' * '

Cohen e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  many e d u c a t o r s  t h a t  

t h e  g i f t e d  s t u d e n t  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  o v e r l o o k e d  i n  c o m p a r i s o n

1 l o c .  c i t . ,  p . 10 .
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t o  o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  a v e r a g e  o r  s lo w  l e a r n e r .  

" U n t i l  now we i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a v e  s p e n t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

n i n e  t i m e s  as  much i n  t i m e  an d  money on t h e  i n f e r i o r  s t u d e n t  

as  on t h e  s u p e r i o r .  We h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  m a s t e r  t h e  i m p l i c a ­

t i o n s  o f  s u p e r i o r i t y  a n d  o f  t h e  ’ P u r s u i t  o f  E x c e l l e n c e , '  

t o  u s e  J o h n  W. G a r d n e r ’ s f e l i c i t o u s  t i t l e  f o r  t h e  

R o c k e f e l l e r  B r o t h e r s ’ r e p o r t .  As a  r e s u l t ,  we hav e  m i s ­

h a n d l e d  t h e  a b l e s t  s t u d e n t s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

p r o c e s s .  I n  s h o r t ,  we h a v e  come p e r i l o u s l y  c l o s e  t o  d e r e ­

l i c t i o n  i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  e x c e l l e n c e . " - 1'

He f u r t h e r  e m p h a s i z e s  t h a t :  "The p h r a s e  ’ t o  p u r s u e

e x c e l l e n c e ’ i s  i n d e e d  an  e x a c t  d i r e c t i v e  an d  p r e s c r i p t i o n  

f o r  o u r  w h o le  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  To p u r s u e  i t  means t o  

d i s c o v e r ,  i d e n t i f y ,  n u r t u r e  a n d  f r u c t i f y  i t  a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  

And t h e r e  i s  a  way o f  d o i n g  i t ,  n a m e l y ,  by t h e  h o n o r s  

p r o g r a m  w h ic h  t r a n s c e n d s  mere r h e t o r i c  on b e h a l f  o f  e x c e l ­

l e n c e .  U n d e n i a b l y ,  o t h e r  means e x i s t  t o o ,  b u t  t h e  m o s t  

p r a c t i c a l ,  I  s u b m i t ,  i s  an  h o n o r s  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  i s  an  

.̂ 1 0  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  f a c u l t y  

and  s t u d e n t s ,  a mode o f  b e h a v i o r ,  a p a t t e r n i n g  o f  t h e  c u r ­

r i c u l u m ,  i n  s c h o o l ,  c o l l e g e  an d  u n i v e r s i t y  t h a t  en d s  i n
O

good  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e s u l t s . "

1 Cohen ,  o p .  c i t .

2 i b i d .
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I n  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  i m m e d i a t e  c h a n g e ,  Cohen 

r e l a t e s  t h a t :  " I t  i s  t h e  v ie w  o f  t h e  I n t e r - u n i v e r s i t y

C o m m i t t e e  on t h e  S u p e r i o r  S t u d e n t  t h a t  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  r e a d y  f o r ,  an d  u r g e n t l y  n e e d  t h e  t y p e  

o f  h o n o r s  p r o g ra m s  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  them  d i s c o v e r ,  s a v e ,  

c h a l l e n g e ,  m o t i v a t e ,  m a t u r e  a n d ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  b e w i t c h  t h e  

p r o m i s i n g ,  t h e  f i t t e d ,  t h e  s u p e r i o r ,  w h e r e v e r  t h e y  a r e  t o  

b e  f o u n d .

E v e n  more i m p o r t a n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  

p r o p e r  a n d  c o n t i n u o u s  c o u n s e l i n g  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  s u c h  

a p r o g r a m .  " C o u n s e l i n g ,  n e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  i s  o f  t h e  f i r s t
p

i m p o r t a n c e  i n  a l l  h o n o r s  p r o g r a m s , "  r e l a t e s  C o t t o n .  "The 

t i m e  s p e n t  i n  i t  by any  member s h o u l d  a l s o  be s u b j e c t  t o  

b u d g e t i n g  as  s o o n  as  i t  e x t e n d s  b e y o n d  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  

n o r m a l  e x p e c t a t i o n . " -̂

C o n c l u s i o n s  r e a c h e d  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

o f  s u c h  p r o g r a m s  w a r r a n t  a  c o n c i s e  l o o k .  Cohen s t a t e s  

t h a t :  " D i r e c t o r s  o f  h o n o r s  p r o g r a m s  s h o u l d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o

t h e  r a n g e  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  b e  on q u a r t e r  o r  h a l f  t i m e .  To 

make t h e  d i r e c t o r s h i p  a  f u l l - t i m e  commitment  i s  r a r e l y  

d e s i r a b l e  s i n c e  t h e  a c a d e m i c  v i t a l i t y  o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r  i s  

o f  t h e  f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  i m p o r t a n c e .  The d i r e c t o r  s h o u l d  be

^ i b i d .
p

C o t t o n ,  B u r d e l l ,  The R o le  o f  t h e  C o u n s e l o r  i n  A t t a i n i n g  
C o n d i t i o n s  F a v o r a b l e  t o  S c h o o l  C o n t i n u a n c e , U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
B u f f a l o ,  ( 1 9 5 0 ) ,  70 .

^ i b i d .
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c o n t i n u o u s l y  I n v o l v e d  i n  t e a c h i n g ,  w r i t i n g  and  r e s e a r c h .

I n  l a r g e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  two d i r e c t o r s  on h a l f  t i m e  a r e  

p r e f e r a b l e  t o  one  on f u l l  t i m e . " 1

R e e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  

s t a f f  o f  a n  h o n o r s  p r o g r a m ,  Snepp  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t : "The

s u p e r i o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  e a c h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c h o o l  can  be 

e x p e c t e d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  a  p r o g r a m  t h a t  t a k e s  a d v a n t a g e  o f  

t h e i r  w i l l  a n d  c a p a c i t y  t o  be  s t r e t c h e d  t o  t h e  maximum 

o f  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s .  An a l l - u n i v e r s i t y  p r o g r a m  o r ,  

f a i l i n g  t h a t ,  a p r o g r a m  i n  o n e  o r  two o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s c h o o l s  on a cam pus ,  c o u l d  p i o n e e r  i n  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  

new a v e n u e s  o f  a p p r o a c h  w i t h  r e s p e c t  b o t h  t o  c o n t e n t  and  

m e th o d .  F a c u l t i e s  o f  v a r i o u s  c o l l e g e s  c o u l d  c r o s s -  

f e r t i l i z e  e a c h  o t h e r  as  t h e y  w ork  o u t  w ha t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  

and  f e a s i b l e . " 2

1 C o h e n ,  o p .  c i t .

2S n e p p ,  D a n i e l  W., "Can We S a l v a g e  t h e  D r o p o u t s ? "  
C l e a r i n g  H o u s e , Y o l .  31 ,  ( S e p t e m b e r  1 9 5 6 ) ,  50 .
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Summary

S t a t i s t i c s  on d r o p o u t s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  

s t a g g e r i n g .  Only  6 4 p e r c e n t  o f  c h i l d r e n  e n r o l l e d  i n  f i f t h  

g r a d e  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  g r a d u a t e ,  an d  o n l y  f o u r  p e r c e n t  o f  

t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  e n r o l l  i n  c o l l e g e .

Y e t  t h e  num ber  o f  p e r s o n s  a b l e  t o  do p o s t - h i g h  s c h o o l  

work  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  t r i p l e  by 1 9 8 0 . Due t o  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  

w i t h  c o l l e g e  f ro m  a p e r s o n a l  o r  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  v i e w p o i n t  

o f  a  s t u d e n t ,  i . e . ,  c u r r i c u l u m ,  f i n a n c i a l  n e e d s ,  d i s l i k e  

o f  t e a c h e r s ,  many o f  th em  w i l l  n o t  c o m p l e t e  f o u r  y e a r s  a t  

an  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g .

L e a r n i n g  i s  h i g h l y  p e r s o n a l .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  some 

a t t e m p t s  t o  m e e t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n e e d s  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  c e r t a i n  

p r o g r a m s ,  b u t  a l l  t o o  o f t e n  i t  was d o n e  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  an d  

a  p a t c h w o r k  r e v i s i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n s t e a d  o f  t o t a l  i n n o v a t i o n .  

P e r h a p s  one o f  t h e  k e y s  t o  s t u d e n t  r e t e n t i o n  and  i n t e r e s t -  

h o l d i n g  p o w e r  i s  c o m p u t e r i z a t i o n  o f  a c a d e m ic  s u b j e c t s  an d  

t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  m ed ia  t o  t r a n s m i t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  a c c e l e r a t e  

i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  l e a r n i n g .

What seem s most  r e l e v a n t  t o  s p e c i a l  h o n o r s  p r o g r a m s  i s  

t h e  c o n c e r n  f o r  " q u a l i t y "  w i t h i n  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o g r a m .

I t  was g e n e r a l l y  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t ,  o n c e  a  f u l l - f l e d g e d  h o n o r s  

p r o g r a m  b ecom es  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  a  c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y ,  

t h e n  s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n s ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  s t u d y ,  a p p r o a c h  t o  h o n o r s
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i s  i n d i s p e n s a b l e .  T h i s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  v e r y  r e a s o n  

t h a t  o u r  s t a t e  and  m u n i c i p a l  u n i v e r s i t i e s  grow s o  l a r g e .  

P ro g ra m s  c a n  be  d i v e r s i f i e d  a n d  a d a p t e d  t o  v a r y i n g  c o n d i ­

t i o n s .  They  n e e d  n o t  a l l  be  t h e  same i n  e v e r y  d e t a i l .

What i s  c e n t r a l  i s  t h a t  an  h o n o r s  o u t l o o k  c a n  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  

a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  s o  t h a t  i t  c a n  w ork  i t s  l e a v e n  c o n t i n u o u s l y  

t h r o u g h o u t  e a c h  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .

C h a p t e r  I I  r e v i e w e d  l i t e r a t u r e  p e r t i n e n t  to .  t h e  s t u d y .  

C h a p t e r  I I I  p r e s e n t s  d a t a  g a t h e r e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  

s t u d y .  C o n c l u s i o n s  b a s e d  on t h e s e  d a t a  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  

e a c h  T a b l e .
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DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY

The d e s i g n  a n d  m e th o d s  u s e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  

u n d e r  t h e s e  h e a d i n g s :

1 .  Sample  and P r o c e d u r e s

2 .  A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  D a t a

3 .  N u l l  H y p o t h e s e s

4 .  P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  D a t a
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Sample and P r o c e d u r e s

The d a t a  f o r  tw o  g r o u p s  o f  s t u d e n t s  w ere  com pared  and  

a n a l y z e d .  The f i r s t  g ro u p  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s t u d e n t s  who q u a l ­

i f i e d  a n d  j o i n e d  t h e  H onors  C o l l e g e  a t  W e s t e r n  M i c h i g a n  

U n i v e r s i t y  as  f r e s h m e n  a n d ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  

t h e i r  sophom ore  y e a r  o f  c o l l e g e .  The s e c o n d  c o m p a r a t i v e  

g r o u p  u n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s t u d e n t s  who q u a l ­

i f i e d  an d  w e re  i n v i t e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  H onors  C o l l e g e  b u t  

p r e f e r r e d  i n s t e a d  t o  r e g i s t e r  f o r  t h e  G e n e r a l  D eg ree  

p r o g r a m  a s  f r e s h m e n  a n d  s o p h o m o r e s .

The t o t a l  s a m p l e  u s e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  228 

s t u d e n t s ,  c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  t h e  tw o  g r o u p s .  The f i r s t  g r o u p  

c o n s i s t e d  o f  114 s t u d e n t s ,  who j o i n e d  t h e  Honors  C o l l e g e  

a t  WMU i n  1 9 6 8 ,  and  114 q u a l i f i e d  s t u d e n t s ,  who w e re  a s k e d  

t o  j o i n  b u t  p r e f e r r e d  i n s t e a d  t o  r e g i s t e r  f o r  t h e  G e n e r a l  

D e g r e e  p r o g r a m .

D a t a  w e re  s o r t e d  by g r o u p  m e m b e r sh ip  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  

H o n o rs  C o l l e g e  o r  G e n e r a l  D e g r e e  p r o g r a m .  Both  g r o u p s  

w e r e  co m p a red  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  v a r i a b l e s :  s e x  ( m a le  o r

f e m a l e ) ,  l o c a l e  ( u r b a n  o r  r u r a l ) ,  GPA, s p e c i f i c  c u r r i c u l u m  

c h o i c e  ( i f  a n y ) ,  a n d  e n r o l l m e n t  s t a t u s .

S e p a r a t e  s a m p le  means an d  s t a n d a r d  d e v i a t i o n  and  

p r o b a b i l i t y  s c o r e s  o f  t h e  g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e  (GPA) were  

o b t a i n e d  f o r  l o c a l e ,  s e x ,  c u r r i c u l u m ,  p l u s  s t u d e n t  h o n o r s  

an d  a d m i s s i o n  s t a t u s .
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Of t h e  H onors  C o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  60 m a le s  

and  5^ f e m a l e s .  F i f t y - s e v e n  o f  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  u r b a n  

a r e a  d w e l l e r s ,  and  57 w e re  r u r a l  a r e a  d w e l l e r s .  Of t h e  

n o n - H o n o r  C o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s ,  53 w ere  m a l e s  and  61 f e m a l e s .  

F i f t y - o n e  o f  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  w e re  u r b a n  a r e a  d w e l l e r s ,  and  

63 w e re  r u r a l  a r e a  d w e l l e r s .

I n  t e r m s  o f  a t t r i t i o n ,  15 m a le s  a n d  14 f e m a l e s  d r o p p e d  

o u t  o f  WMU and t h e  H o n o rs  C o l l e g e  p r o g r a m  by t h e  end  o f  

t h e i r  f o u r t h  s e m e s t e r .  F o r t y - f i v e  m a l e s  a n d  40 f e m a l e s  

r e m a i n e d .  I n  t e r m s  o f  r e t e n t i o n ,  o f  t h e  t o t a l  e n r o l l m e n t  

who e n t e r e d  t h e  H onors  C o l l e g e  i n  196 8 ,  85 r e m a i n e d .  Of 

t h e  n o n -H o n o rs  C o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s ,  12 m a l e s  a n d  21 f e m a l e s  

d r o p p e d  o u t  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  D e g r e e  p r o g r a m  a f t e r  f o u r  

s e m e s t e r s .  F o r t y - o n e  m a l e s  a n d  40 f e m a l e s  r e m a i n e d .  I n  

t e r m s  o f  r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  e n r o l l m e n t  who e n t e r e d  

t h e  G e n e r a l  D e g r e e  p r o g r a m  i n  1968 ,  8 l  r e m a i n e d .

T h u s ,  o f  t h e  t o t a l  g r o u p  i n  t e r m s  o f  a t t r i t i o n ,  27 

m a l e s  and  35 f e m a l e s  d r o p p e d  o u t  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e .  I n  t e r m s  

o f  r e t e n t i o n ,  87 m a l e s  a n d  80 f e m a l e s  r e m a i n e d  f o r  t h e  t w o -  

y e a r  p e r i o d .

I t  may be n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o m p a r i s o n  g r o u p  o f  114 n o n -  

H o n o rs  g ro u p  h a d  a  g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  f e m a l e  p o p u l a t i o n  

a n d  t e n d e d  t o  d w e l l  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .  The d r o p o u t  r a t e  was 

a l s o  h i g h e r  i n  t h i s  g r o u p .

C o m p le te  d a t a  f o r  t h e  228 s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a c q u i r e d  f ro m  

t h e  Honors  C o l l e g e  a n d  t h e  R e c o r d s  O f f i c e  f i l e s  a t  WMU.
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The t o t a l  1968 e n r o l l m e n t  f o r  t h e  Honors  C o l l e g e  was 

o b s e r v e d .  The names  o f  an  e q u a l  n u m b er  o f  s t u d e n t s  who h a d  

i n i t i a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , b u t  h a d  p r e f e r r e d  n o t  t o  J o i n  t h e  

h o n o r s  p r o g r a m ,  w e re  s e l e c t e d  a t  r a n d o m .  (T h i s  s a m p le  

r e p r e s e n t e d  4 8 . 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h i s  

c a t e g o r y . )  The s e c o n d  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  was c h o s e n  f o r  

t h e  s t u d y  b e c a u s e  i t  was a s su m e d  a  more  a c c u r a t e  c o m p a r i ­

s o n  o f  d r o p o u t s  c o u l d  be  made w i t h  g r o u p s  h a v i n g  s i m i l a r  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .

S e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  H onors  C o l l e g e  i n c l u d e :  s t u d e n t s

who w e re  i n  t h e  t o p  one p e r c e n t  o f  t h e i r  h i g h  s c h o o l  c l a s s  

a n d  who r a t e d  h i g h  on t h e  N a t i o n a l  M e r i t  S c h o l a r s h i p  T e s t ,  

A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  T e s t i n g  P r o g ra m  (ACT), S c h o l a s t i c  A p t i t u d e  

T e s t  (SAT),  and  who e x p e r i e n c e d  s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n t e r v i e w s  

i n t e n d e d  t o  a p p r a i s e  e a c h  s t u d e n t ’ s p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t s ,  

t a l e n t s  an d  commitment  t o  p u r s u e  h o n o r s  w o rk .  (See  

A p p e n d i x  B f o r  s e l e c t i o n  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e )  Each  g r o u p  o f  

s t u d e n t s  was t h e n  c a t e g o r i z e d  by s e x ,  GPA, l o c a l e ,  c u r ­

r i c u l u m  an d  e n r o l l m e n t  s t a t u s .

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



N u l l  H y p o t h e s e s

The s p e c i f i c  h y p o t h e s e s  w h i c h  w e re  i n v e s t i g a t e d  a r e

s t a t e d  i n  n u l l  fo rm  b e l o w :

Ho-jj T h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  GPA due t o  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  g ro u p  
m e m b e r s h i p .  A n a l y s i s  was p e r ­
f o rm e d  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e v e l s :

( a )  T o t a l  g ro u p
(b )  D r o p o u t  g r o u p s
( c )  N o n - d r o p o u t  o r  r e m a i n e d  g ro u p

H0 2 : T h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e
i n  t h e  mean GPA due  t o  t h e  e f f e c t s  
o f  s e x .  A n a l y s i s  was p e r f o r m e d  on 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e v e l s :

( a )  T o t a l  g ro u p
( b )  T o t a l  Honors  g r o u p
( c )  T o t a l  n o n - H o n o r s  g ro u p

Hoo: T h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e
i n  mean GPA due t o  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  
d r o p o u t .  A n a l y s i s  was p e r f o r m e d  
on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e v e l s :

( a )  T o t a l  g ro u p
(b )  H onors  C o l l e g e  g ro u p
( c )  N on-H onors  g r o u p

Ho4 : T h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  e n r o l l m e n t  s t a t u s  among Honor  
a n d  n o n - H o n o r  s t u d e n t s  due t o  t h e  
e f f e c t s  o f  s e x ,  l o c a l e  and  c u r r i c u l a .

To t e s t  t h e  h y p o t h e s e s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t i s t i c a l

m e th o d s  w e r e  u s e d :

1 .  A n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e
2 . t  t e s t  f o r  s i g n i f i c a n c e
3.  Chi S q u a r e  a n a l y s i s
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The m a j o r  c r i t e r i a  u n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  as  i n d i c a t e d  

i n  t h e  s t u d y  w e re  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  c u r ­

r i c u l u m  t o  r e t a i n  s t u d e n t s .

The f i r s t  c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d y  was u n d e r t a k e n  by m aking  

an a n a l y s i s  o f  GPA s c o r e s .  To t e s t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  

GPA a n d  g r o u p  m em b e rsh ip  h y p o t h e s e s ,  o n e ,  two  and  t h r e e  

w ere  i n v e s t i g a t e d .

I n  t h e  s t u d y  m ale  an d  f e m a l e  s u b j e c t s  f ro m  b o t h  H onors  

and  n o n - H o n o r s  C o l l e g e  w e re  g r o u p e d  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t e d .

W i t h i n  g r o u p s  a n d  b e t w e e n  g r o u p s ,  c o m p a r i s o n s  w ere  made 

u s i n g  t h e  t  t e s t . Two sa m p le  t  r a t i o s  were  c a l c u l a t e d  

so  t h a t  mean GPA d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  v a r i o u s  c o m b i n a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  c o u l d  be s t a t i s t i c a l l y  c o m p a re d .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  m a le  an d  f e m a l e  s u b j e c t s  f ro m  b o t h  H o n o rs  

C o l l e g e  a n d  n o n - H o n o r s  C o l l e g e  o r i g i n a t i n g  f rom  d i f f e r e n t  

l o c a l e s  w e re  c o m p a re d .  W i t h i n  g r o u p s  an d  b e t w e e n  g r o u p s ,  

c o m p a r i s o n s  w e re  made u s i n g  t h e  t  t e s t ,  a l s o .  I n  t h i s  

s t u d y ,  t h e  .0 5  l e v e l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  was a c c e p t e d .

The  s e c o n d  s t a t i s t i c a l  m e th o d  u s e d  was a  Ch i  S q u a r e  

a n a l y s i s  on t h e  o b s e r v e d  f r e q u e n c i e s  o f  t h e  num ber  o f  

s t u d e n t s  i n  v a r i o u s  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  l o c a l e ,  s e x  and  c u r ­

r i c u l u m  c h o i c e .  The Chi S q u a r e  was a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  d a t a  

t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  o b s e r v e d  f r e q u e n c i e s  d e v i a t e d  s i g n i ­

f i c a n t l y  f ro m  t h o s e  e x p e c t e d  by c h a n c e .
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The f o l l o w i n g  c r i t e r i a  w ere  u s e d :

1 .  Number o f  m a le  and  f e m a l e  s t u d e n t s  
i n  b o t h  t h e  H onors  an d  n o n -H o n o rs  
C o l l e g e .

2 .  Number o f  d r o p o u t s  i n  b o t h  t h e  
H onors  a n d  n o n - H o n o r s  C o l l e g e .

3 .  Number o f  e n r o l l e e s  f ro m  c i t y  and 
r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  b o t h  t h e  Honors  
and  n o n - H o n o r s  C o l l e g e .

4 .  Number o f  m a le  and  f e m a l e  d r o p o u t s  
f rom  b o t h  t h e  H onors  and  n o n -H o n o rs  
C o l l e g e  .

5 .  Number o f  d r o p o u t s  f ro m  c i t y  and  
r u r a l  a r e a s  i n  b o t h  t h e  H onors  
C o l l e g e  a n d  n o n - H o n o r s  C o l l e g e .

6 . An a n a l y s i s  o f  h a v i n g  a  s p e c i f i c  
c u r r i c u l u m  c h o i c e  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  
d r o p p i n g  o u t  was a l s o  a t t e m p t e d .

A 2 x 3 d e s i g n  was u t i l i z e d  t o  m e a s u re  t h e  d e p a r t u r e ,  

i f  a n y ,  o f  o b t a i n e d  f r e q u e n c i e s  f ro m  t h e  f r e q u e n c i e s  

e x p e c t e d  b y  c h a n c e  w i t h  t h e  .05  l e v e l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  

a c c e p t e d  a s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  any  v a l u e  t h a t  i s  

g r e a t e r  t h a n  3*84 i s  c o n s i d e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t .  Any v a l u e  

b e lo w  3 . 8 4  w i l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  due  t o  c h a n c e .

A l l  o b t a i n e d  Chi  S q u a r e  d a t a  a s  shown i n  T a b l e s  I I I ,

IV an d  V a r e  much b e lo w  t h e  v a l u e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

o f  d i f f e r e n c e s .  The f r e q u e n c i e s  o b s e r v e d  among H o n o r s  and  

n o n - H o n o r s  C o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  d r o p p i n g  

o u t  o r  r e m a i n i n g  i n  c o l l e g e  a r e  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  an d  c o u l d  

h a v e  a r i s e n  f ro m  c h a n c e .

An a t t e m p t  was made t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  

H onors  an d  n o n - H o n o r s  s t u d e n t s  who h a d  c h o s e n  a c u r r i c u l u m
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b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e  a n d ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  e n r o l l e d  i n  

t h a t  c u r r i c u l u m  w ere  more a p t  t o  s t a y  i n  c o l l e g e  t h a n  t h o s e  

who d i d  n o t  h a v e  a c u r r i c u l u m  c h o s e n  a n d  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  

g e n e r a l  c u r r i c u l u m .

A C h i  S q u a r e  a n a l y s i s  was made u t i l i z i n g  f r e q u e n c i e s  

o b t a i n e d  f r o m  c h o i c e s  o f  s t u d e n t s  f ro m  93 u n d e r g r a d u a t e  

c u r r i c u l a  ( s e e  A p p en d ix  D).

A 2 x 21 d e s i g n  was u s e d  a n d  a  Ch i  S q u a r e  o f  2 6 . 0 7  

was o b t a i n e d .  To be s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  .05  l e v e l ,  d a t a  

o b t a i n e d  s h o u l d  be  3 1 . 4 1 .  The o b t a i n e d  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  s p e c i f i c  c u r r i c u l u m  c h o i c e ,  i . e . ,  s p e e c h ,  was n o t  

s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  a s t u d e n t  w i l l  

d r o p  o u t  o r  r e m a i n  i n  c o l l e g e .  I t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  

n o t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h o s e  who d i d  h a v e  a c u r r i c u l u m  c h o s e n  

when e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e  w ere  more  a p t  t o  r e m a i n  t h a n  i f  t h e y  

h a d  no c u r r i c u l u m  c h o s e n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Chi  S q u a r e  means 

o b t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  w e re  co m p u te d  i n  T a b l e  V I .

I n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  T a b l e  w i l l  r e v e a l  a s i g n i f i c a n c e  

i n  mean d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  GPA o n l y  f o r  t h o s e  Honors  C o l l e g e  

s t u d e n t s  who r e m a i n e d  o r  d r o p p e d  o u t ,  o r  o f  t h o s e  who j u s t  

r e m a i n e d .  The d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  means  o f  GPA’s o f  H onors  

C o l l e g e  a n d  n o n - H o n o r s  C o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  w e re  i n  f a v o r  o f  

t h e  H o n o rs  C o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s .
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TABLE I

Number ,  Mean,  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  
a n d  C r i t i c a l  R a t i o  o f  GPA's  o f  
H o n o rs  a n d  N on-H onors  C o l l e g e  

S t u d e n t s  a t  WMU

C r i t e r i a N Mean SD t

T o t a l  Group
H o n o rs 114 3 . 1 9 .50 3 .68**
N o n -H o n o rs 114 2 .96 .42

T o t a l  H o n o r s  Group 
M ale 113 3 . 1 3 .46 1 . 6 8
F e m a le 115 3 . 0 2 .49

T o t a l  H o n o r s  Group
D ro p p e d  Out 29 3 . 0 4 .50 2 .009*
R e m a in e d 85 3 .21 .4 8

T o t a l  N o n -H o n o rs  Group
D ro p p e d  Out 33 3 . 0 4 .50 • 755
R em ain ed 81 2 . 9 7 .4 8

T o t a l  D r o p o u t s  
H onors 29 3 . 3 8 .60 2 .4 7 5 *
N o n -H o n o rs 33 2 . 9 4 .44

T o t a l  Group 
Those  Who R e m a in ed

H o n o rs 85 3 . 2 2 .4 8 3 .5 8 4 * *
N o n -H o n o rs 81 2 . 9 7 .42

*P l e s s  t h a n  .05  
**P l e s s  t h a n  .0 1

I t  w i l l  be  n o t e d  t h a t i n  t h i s T a b l e , g r a d e  p o i n t com-

p a r i s o n  o f  t o t a l  H o n o rs  and  n o n - H o n o r s  g r o u p s  s t u d i e d  show 

a mean d i f f e r e n c e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  . 0 1  l e v e l  w i t h  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  H o n o rs  C o l l e g e  s c o r i n g  t h e  h i g h e r  g r a d e  

p o i n t  a v e r a g e .  T h u s ,  H y p o t h e s i s  Number 1 i s  n o t  a c c e p t e d .
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GPA c o m p a r i s o n s  o f  m a le  a n d  f e m a l e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  

H onors  C o l l e g e  showed no  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e .  T h u s ,  

H y p o t h e s i s  Number 2 i s  a c c e p t e d .

GPA c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t o t a l  H o n o r  g r o u p s  who d r o p p e d  o u t  

and  r e m a i n e d  show ed a mean d i f f e r e n c e  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e y o n d  

t h e  .0 5  l e v e l  w i t h  t h e  GPA o f  t h o s e  who r e m a i n e d  f o u n d  t o  

be  h i g h e r .  T h u s ,  H y p o t h e s i s  Number 3 i s  n o t  a c c e p t e d .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  n o n -  

H o n o rs  who d r o p p e d  o u t  a n d  t h o s e  who r e m a i n e d  i n  c o l l e g e ,  

t h e  GPA o f  t h o s e  who d r o p p e d  o u t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  

b e y o n d  t h e  .0 1  l e v e l  t h a n  t h o s e  who c h o s e  t o  r e m a i n ,  a g a i n  

H y p o t h e s i s  Number 3 i s  n o t  a c c e p t e d .

Of t h e  t o t a l  d r o p o u t  f ro m  b o t h  t h e  Honors  a n d  n o n -  

H o n o rs  g r o u p s  r e g a r d i n g  b o t h  m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e ,  t h e  GPA o f  

t h e  H o n o r s  g r o u p  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  b ey o n d  t h e  .05  

l e v e l  t h a n  t h e  n o n - H o n o r s  d r o p o u t s — t h e r e f o r e ,  a g a i n  

H y p o t h e s i s  Number  2 i s  n o t  a c c e p t e d .

Of t h e  t o t a l  g r o u p  i n  t h e  H o n o rs  and  n o n -H o n o rs  

C o l l e g e s ,  t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e  GPA s t u d y  i n d i c a t e d  a GPA 

s c o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  b e y o n d  t h e  .0 1  l e v e l  t h a n  t h e  

n o n - H o n o r s ! GPA s c o r e .

T h o s e  who c h o s e  t o  b e  i n  t h e  H o n o r s  C o l l e g e  h a d  a GPA 

o f  3 . 2 2 ,  and  t h e r e  was a  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  GPA i n  t h e  

r e m a i n i n g  H onors  s t u d e n t s  t h a n  n o n - H o n o r s . H y p o t h e s i s  

Number 1 i s  a g a i n  n o t  a c c e p t e d .
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Of t h e  144 H o n o rs  C o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  who r e g i s t e r e d  

f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  1 96 8 - 6 9 , 29 d r o p p e d  o u t  o f  c o l l e g e  

a nd  85 s t a y e d  i n  c o l l e g e .

Of 170 s t u d e n t s  who w e re  q u a l i f i e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  Honors  

C o l l e g e  (d u e  t o  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  c r i t e r i a  o f  t h e  H onors  

C o l l e g e ,  s e e  A p p e n d ix  A) a n d  c h o s e  i n s t e a d  t o  go i n t o  t h e  

G e n e r a l  D e g r e e  p r o g r a m ,  t h e  same n u m b e r ,  114 o f  t h e s e  

s t u d e n t s ,  was s e l e c t e d  a t  ran d o m  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .  Of t h i s  

g r o u p ,  33 d r o p p e d  o u t  o f  c o l l e g e  a n d  8 l  s t a y e d  i n  c o l l e g e .

The g r e a t e r  t h e  d i v e r g e n c y  o f  t h e  o b t a i n e d  f r e q u e n c i e  

f rom  t h e  h y p o t h e s i z e d  f r e q u e n c i e s ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  l i k e l i ­

h o o d  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  among t h e  tw o  g r o u p s  t e s t e d  w ere  

n o t  a  m a t t e r  o f  c h a n c e .

R e s u l t s  o f  c o m p u t a t i o n s  w e re  e n t e r e d  i n  T a b l e s  I I ,  

I I I ,  IV a n d  V r e s p e c t f u l l y .  I n  T a b l e  I I  t h e  Chi  S q u a r e  

v a l u e s  o b t a i n e d  a r e  shown t o  be  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  and  t h a t  t h e  

H onors  C o l l e g e  a t  WMU i s  n o t  p r e d o m i n a t e d  by s t u d e n t s  f rom  

e i t h e r  r u r a l  o r  c i t y  a r e a s . D a t a  c o l l e c t e d  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  

c h a n c e s  a r e  t h a t  e v e r y  s t u d e n t  who a t t e n d s  t h e  H onors  

C o l l e g e  c o u l d  be  f ro m  e i t h e r  a r e a  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w o u ld  

h a v e  t h e  same c h a n c e  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  l o c a l e  o f  r e m a i n i n g  o r  

d r o p p i n g  o u t  o f  c o l l e g e .  T h e r e  i s  no  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f ­

f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  d r o p o u t  r a t e  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

b a c k g r o u n d  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  Honors  o r  n o n - H o n o r s  

p r o g r a m  a t  WMU.
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The Chi  S q u a r e  was c o m p u te d ,  t e s t i n g  f o r  p r o p o r t i o n e d  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s e x  an d  l o c a l e  among Honor  and  n o n -H o n o r  

d r o p o u t s  s a m p le d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  i f  a n y ,  o f  

t h e  f r e q u e n c i e s  o b s e r v e d  i n  T a b l e  I I  as  com pared  t o  t h o s e  

e x p e c t e d  by c h a n c e .

TABLE I I

C h i  S q u a r e  A n a l y s i s  o f  H o n o rs  and 
N on-H onors  S t u d e n t s  by  S e x ,  

L o c a l e  a n d  E n r o l l m e n t  S t a t u s  a t  WMU

O b s e r v e d  F r e q u e n c i e s  o f  
C r i t e r i a  H o n o rs  N on -H o n o rs  X

Male 60 53
F e m a le 54 56 .85

T o t a l  L r o p p e d  Out 29 33
R e m a in e d 5 81 .35

T o t a l  C i t y 57 51
R u r a l 57 63 .63

TABLE I I I

Ch i  S q u a r e  A n a l y s i s  o f  H o n o r s  C o l l e g e  
and  N on-H onors  C o l l e g e  M ales  o r  

F e m a le s  Who D ro p p e d  Out o f  C o l l e g e  o r  
R em ain ed  a t  WMU

O b s e r v e d  F r e q u e n c i e s  o f  
C r i t e r i a  Male  F em a le  X

H o n o r s  C o l l e g e
D r o p p e d  Out 15 14
R e m a in e d 99 100 .039

N on-H o n o rs
D r o p p e d  Out 12 21
R em ain ed 41 40 1.91
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Sex ( o r  b e i n g  m a le  o r  f e m a l e )  i s  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  

r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  d r o p o u t  r a t e  o f  b o t h  H onors  and n o n - H o n o r s  

s t u d e n t s  a s  shown i n  T a b l e  I I I .

TABLE IV

Chi S q u a r e  A n a l y s i s  o f  T o t a l  Honors  
o r  N o n -H o n o rs  Group S am p led  Who D ropped

Out o f  C o l l e g e  o r R em ain ed  a t  WMU

C r i t e r i a
O b s e r v e d  F r e q u e n c i e s  o f  

C i t y  R u r a l x 2

Honors
D ropped  Out 15 14
Remained 42 43 .046

Non-Honors
D ropped  Out 13 20
Remained 38 43 .536

TABLE V

C h i  S q u a r e  A n a l y s i s  o f  T o t a l  G r o u p s 
B o t h  H o n o rs  a n d  N o n - H o n o r s , Male and  

F e m a l e  Sam pled  Who D r o p p e d  Out 
o r  R em ain ed  a t  WMU

C r i t e r i a
O b s e r v e d  F r e q u e n c i e s  o f  

Male  F e m a le X2

T o t a l  Group 
D ropped  Out 
Remained

27 35 
87 79 1 .4 1 7
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I t  w i l l  b e  f u r t h e r  n o t e d  f r o m  T a b l e  I I  t h a t  t h e  

Chi  S q u a r e s  c o m p u te d  w ere  n o t  o f  g r e a t  enough  m a g n i t u d e  

t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t  on  any o f  t h e  t h r e e  c r i t e r i a  o f  s e x ,  

l o c a l e  an d  c u r r i c u l u m .

C h a p t e r  I I I  h a s  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  d e s i g n  and m e t h o d o l o g y  

o f  t h e  s t u d y .  C h a p t e r  IV w i l l  r e v i e w  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  

r e s u l t s .
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ANALYSIS OP RESULTS

Summary

The m a in  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  s t u d y  was t o  i n v e s ­

t i g a t e  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  o f f e r e d  by t h e  

G e n e r a l  D e g r e e  p r o g r a m  an d  H o n o rs  C o l l e g e  a t  W e s te rn  

M i c h i g a n  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  s t u d e n t s  f ro m  d r o p p i n g  

o u t  o f  c o l l e g e .

The t o t a l  s a m p le  u s e d  c o n s i s t e d  o f  tw o  g r o u p s  o f  

s t u d e n t s .  E a c h  g r o u p  t o t a l e d  114 s t u d e n t s ,  w h ich  was 

c o m p a red  a n d  a n a l y z e d .  The f i r s t  g r o u p  c o n s i s t e d  o f  

s t u d e n t s  who q u a l i f i e d  a n d  j o i n e d  t h e  H onors  C o l l e g e  a t  

WMU as  f r e s h m e n  a n d ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  t h e i r  

s o p h o m o re  y e a r  o f  c o l l e g e .  The s e c o n d  g ro u p  com pared  and  

i n v e s t i g a t e d  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s t u d e n t s  who q u a l i f i e d  and  w e re  

i n v i t e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  H onors  C o l l e g e  u s i n g  a  s p e c i f i c  

s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e  ( s e e  A p p e n d ix  B) b u t  p r e f e r r e d  i n s t e a d  

t o  r e g i s t e r  f o r  t h e  G e n e r a l  D e g r e e  p r o g r a m  as  f r e s h m e n  and  

s o p h o m o r e s .

D a t a  w e re  s o r t e d  by g ro u p  m e m b e r sh ip  i n  e i t h e r  H o n o rs  

C o l l e g e  o r  t h e  G e n e r a l  D e g r e e  p r o g r a m .  B o th  g r o u p s  w e re  

c o m p a re d  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  v a r i a b l e s :  s e x  (m a le  o r  f e m a l e ) ,

l o c a l e  ( u r b a n  o r  r u r a l ) ,  GPA ( g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e ) ,  s p e c i ­

f i c  c u r r i c u l u m  c h o i c e ,  i f  a n y ,  a n d  e n r o l l m e n t  s t a t u s .
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The f i r s t  c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d y  was u n d e r t a k e n  by m a k in g  

an  a n a l y s i s  o f  GPA s c o r e s  u s i n g  t h e  t  t e s t .  S e p a r a t e  

s a m p l e  m e a n s ,  s t a n d a r d  d e v i a t i o n  an d  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  c h a n c e  

o c c u r r e n c e  w ere  o b t a i n e d  f o r  s e x  a n d  l o c a l e  f o r  b o t h  g r o u p s .

The s e c o n d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d y  em p lo y ed  t h e  Ch i  S q u a r e  

p r o c e d u r e  t o  t e s t  w h e t h e r  s t u d e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  an 

H o n o rs  P r o g ra m  w ere  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  d r o p  o u t  o f  c o l l e g e  t h a n  

s t u d e n t s  who q u a l i f i e d  an d  w e re  a s k e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  H o n o rs  

C o l l e g e  b u t  d e c l i n e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  D e g re e  p r o g r a m .

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



C o n c lu s io n s

The f o l l o w i n g  c o n c l u s i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  r e a c h e d  w i t h i n  t h e  

l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t u d y .

I t  was f o u n d  t h a t  ( a )  i n  t h e  t o t a l  g r o u p ,  h o n o r s  and 

n o n - H o n o r s  d i f f e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ;  (b )  o f  t h e  t o t a l  Honors  

g r o u p ,  t h o s e  who d r o p p e d  o u t  a n d  t h o s e  who r e m a i n e d  d i f f e r e d  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y ;  ( c )  and  o f  t h o s e  who d r o p p e d  o u t ,  t h e  Honors  

a n d  n o n - H o n o r s  s t u d e n t s  d i f f e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  GPA.

I t  was f u r t h e r  f o u n d  t h a t  m a l e s  and  f e m a l e s  d i d  n o t  

d i f f e r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  and  o f  t h e  t o t a l  n o n - H o n o r s  g r o u p ,  

t h o s e  who r e m a i n e d  and  t h o s e  who d r o p p e d  o u t  d i d  n o t  d i f f e r  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  GPA.

The Chi  S q u a r e  a n a l y s i s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  w h e t h e r  t h e  

t o t a l  H o n o rs  o r  n o n - H o n o r s  g r o u p  was c o n s i d e r e d  t o g e t h e r  

o r  s e p a r a t e l y ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s e x ,  e n r o l l m e n t  s t a t u s  and  

l o c a l e  w e r e  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t .
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D i s c u s s i o n

I n  c o m p l e t i n g  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  recom m enda­

t i o n s  f o r  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  and  r e s e a r c h  seem  l o g i c a l .

1 .  A c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  e n t r a n c e  t o  an  

h o n o r s  p r o g r a m  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  an d  known t o  h i g h  s c h o o l  

s t u d e n t s  a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e i r  s o p h o m o re  y e a r  m i g h t  e n a b l e  

i n t e r e s t e d  s t u d e n t s  t o  become more  g o a l  d i r e c t e d .

2 .  T h e r e  i s  a  n e e d  f o r  a s t a n d a r d  s c h o l a s t i c  a p t i ­

t u d e  t e s t  f o r  e n t r a n c e  t o  c o l l e g e s  t h a t  w o u ld  e n a b l e  

a d m i s s i o n s  c o u n s e l o r s  t o  i n f o r m  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e i r  e l i g i ­

b i l i t y  f o r  s p e c i a l  p r o g r a m s — s u c h  a s  H o n o rs  C o l l e g e .

3 .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a n e e d  f o r  more  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  

t h e  H onors  C o l l e g e  f o r  s t u d e n t s  on campus who may n o t  

h a v e  h a d  t h e  GPA f o r  a d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  H o n o rs  C o l l e g e  when 

e n t e r i n g  W e s t e r n  M i c h i g a n  U n i v e r s i t y  a s  a  f r e s h m a n ,  b u t  

whose g r a d e s  a f t e r  one o r  two s e m e s t e r s  w o u ld  e n a b l e  th em  

t o  e n t e r  t h e  p r o g r a m .  I n c o m p l e t e  o r  l a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on 

e n t e r i n g  f r e s h m e n  m i g h t  ham per  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  some 

p r o m i s i n g  s t u d e n t s .

4 .  A more  c o m p l e t e  f o l l o w - t h r o u g h  c o n c e r n i n g  Honors  

and  n o n - H o n o r s  s t u d e n t s ,  made w i t h  d a t a  g a t h e r e d  f r e q u e n t l y ,  

s h o u l d  h e l p  t o  d e t e r m i n e  (a )  w h e re  t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m ,

(b )  w hat  t h e y  a r e  d o i n g  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e i r  g o a l  i n  o r  o u t  o f  

t h e  p r o g r a m ,  ( c )  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m ,
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(d )  a d j u s t m e n t  t o  c o l l e g e  l i f e ,  a n d  ( e )  s u g g e s t i o n s  

s t u d e n t s  m i g h t  h a v e  t o  make t h e  p r o g r a m  more  r e l e v a n t  

t o  t h e i r  n e e d s .

5 .  A f o l l o w - t h r o u g h  s t u d y  o f  a l l  s t u d e n t s  who w e re  

a s k e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  h o n o r s  p r o g r a m  b u t  c h o s e  t h e  G e n e r a l  

D e g re e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  be  made t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  r e a s o n s  

f o r  t h e i r  c h o i c e ,  p l u s  c u r r i c u l u m  s u c c e s s  and  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

f o r  c o m p a r a t i v e  p u r p o s e s .

6 .  F u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  m i g h t  a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  a t t i t u - "  

d i n a l  d a t a  s h o u l d  be  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n  w i t h  

a c h i e v e m e n t  a n d  a p t i t u d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h ic h  

s t u d e n t s  m i g h t  p r o f i t  by a n  h o n o r s  p r o g r a m .

7 .  A f o l l o w - t h r o u g h  s t u d y  o f  a l l  s t u d e n t s  who d r o p p e d  

o u t  o f  t h e  h o n o r s  p r o g r a m  o r  who w e r e  o f f e r e d  a d m i s s i o n s  

t o  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  b u t  d e c l i n e d  a n d ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  d r o p p e d  o u t  

o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  D e g re e  p r o g r a m  a t  WMU, m i g h t  h e l p  d e t e r m i n e  

t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  d r o p p i n g  o u t  s o  t h a t  t h e  h o n o r s  p r o g r a m  

m i g h t  b e  m o d i f i e d  t o  b e t t e r  s e r v e  t h e  n e e d s  and  i n t e r e s t s  

o f  f u t u r e  s t u d e n t s .

8 .  I t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  s e x ,  l o c a l e ,  GPA an d  e n r o l l m e n t  

s t a t u s  b e  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  f u t u r e  s t u d i e s  b u t  t h a t  o t h e r  

v a r i a b l e s  more  c a p a b l e  o f  f i n e r  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  be s o u g h t .

A b r i e f  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  and  c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  

t h i s  s t u d y  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d ,  a n d ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  d i s c u s ­

s i o n  b a s e d  upon  th em  h a v e  t h u s  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  

s t u d y  a n d  r e s e a r c h .  I t  i s  recom m ended  t h a t  t h i s  s t u d y  be  

r e p l i c a t e d  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  r e s u l t s  c o m p a re d .
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APPENDIX A

R e a s o n s  f o r  D ro p p in g  Out 
o f  t h e  H o n o rs  C o l l e g e

1.  I n v o l u n t a r y . F o r  one  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s ,  

b e y o n d  t h e i r  own c o n t r o l :

( a )  P h y s i c a l ,  m e n t a l ,  s o c i a l  o r  e m o t i o n a l  
d i s a b i l i t y .

(b )  P r o l o n g e d  i l l n e s s .

( c )  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e x c l u s i o n .

(d )  H o n o r s  p r o g r a m  s c h e d u l e  c o n f l i c t e d  
w i t h  m a j o r  o r  m i n o r .

( e )  D r a f t e d  i n t o  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .

( f )  D e c e a s e d .

(g )  O t h e r .

2 .  V o l u n t a r y . P u p i l s  who d i s c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  e d u c a t  

f o r  o n e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s ,  o f  t h e i r  own v o l i t i o n :

( a )  D i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  s c h o o l .

(b )  D id  n o t  w i s h  t o  w r ^ t e  t h e s i s  a t  t h e  en d  
o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .

( c )  E n t e r e d  o r  s e e k i n g  em p lo y m en t .

(d )  V o l u n t e e r e d  f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .

( e )  M a r r i e d  o r  p r e g n a n t .

( f )  O t h e r .

3 .  No I n f o r m a t i o n .
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I n  t h e  i n v o l u n t a r y  c a t e g o r y ,  an  a u t h o r i t y  o t h e r  t h a n  

t h e  p u p i l  makes  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  w i t h d r a w  o r  c o n t i n u e .  

C o n v e r s e l y ,  t h e  v o l u n t a r y  c a t e g o r y  l e a v e s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  

f o r  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  t h e  p u p i l .
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APPENDIX B

The f o l l o w i n g  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  u s e d  f o r  s c r e e n i n g  

c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  H o n o rs  C o l l e g e  a t  W e s t e r n  M i c h i g a n  

U n i v e r s i t y .
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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
THE HONORS COLLEGE K A L A M A Z O O ,  M I C N I O A H

4 9 0 0 1

December 15, 1971

May I congratulate you on your excellent performance in the National 
M erit Competition. No doubt you are now engaged in selecting  a college  
or university to attend next fa ll. Enclosed is  a pamphlet on Honors 
programs at Western Michigan U niversity. You may find it o f value 
in your deliberations, particularly the sections directed to high school 
sen iors.

The Honors College at W estern M ichigan University is  for bright 
students. . .who are creative, self-su fficien t, able and eager to 
respond to the challenge of individuality within a large university. 
Participation in Honors College Program s means opportunity. . . for 
self-exp ression , self-d iscovery . . . for flexibility to pursue inter­
disciplinary study. . . for independence to sty le  course and curriculum  
to individual academic interest. . . for c lo se  association with faculty 
and individual academic counsel. . . for sm all sections of Basic Honors 
c la sse s , student-designed sem inars. . .fo r  extracurricular activity 
and sen se  of community with fellow students. In Honors at W estern 
Michigan University detailed requirem ents are minimal, freedom and 
expectation great. . . and responsibility for a meaningful education is  
where it should be—with you, the student.

Interested? Questions? Do write us, or better yet, arrange to v is it  
the Honors College and the University: The Honors College, W estern 
Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49001.

Sincerely,

Timm Rinehart 
A ssistant to the Director

TR:gw
Enc.
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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
THE HONORS COLLEGE |  k a i a m a z o o , M i c h i g a n

49001

Your excellent academic record has been brought to our attention and 
it appears that you are the type of student that might be interested  
in the Honors Program at W estern Michigan University. For your 
information we are enclosing a brochure that describes the Honors 
C ollege here in the hope that you may be interested in exploring the 
possib ility  of applying for adm ission.

Should you be interested in such a possib ility  please stop in at the Honors 
College when you are next on cam pus. We would be happy to have an 
opportunity to d iscuss this m atter with you personally. Perhaps the 
Honors College can provide you with opportunities that would not other­
w ise  be available to you in your academ ic program.

Sincerely yours,

Samuel I. Clark 
Director of Honors

SIC: vm  
Enc.
272
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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
THE HONORS COLLEGE K A L A M A Z O O ,  M I C H I G A N

4 * 0 0 1

April 26, 1972

Some tim e ago I wrote you concerning the WMU Freshman General Education Honors 
Program, In that letter I invited you to consider this General Studies alternative. 
Again, I extend that invitation and enclose  our Honors brochure.

To earn a B. A. or B. S. at WMU you m ust complete a ser ie s  of General Studies 
courses. Our General Education Honors Program is an honors alternative to those 
regular General Studies courses. For example, instead of College Writing, 
Freshm an Beading and Arts and Ideas, we offer Humanities I and II or other honors 
substitutes. Honors College c la sse s  are sm aller and, we think, m ore challenging 
and exciting. There is individual academ ic counsel and a number of other oppor­
tunities for a sound, meaningful undergraduate education at WMU.

R ealize that enrollment in the Honors Program does not preclude your full partici­
pation in other campus activ ities. It does not mean double your study tim e. It does 
mean that in addition to your other in terests, you do wish to take full advantage of 
academic opportunities at WMU.

We would like to m eet with you personally so that you can have a com plete under­
standing of the General Education Honors Program. A schedule of the remaining 
visiting  dates is  enclosed. If you are interested in entering the Honors College, 
let us know when you can com e to campus. If no scheduled date is  convenient, 
perhaps we can work out an alternative tim e to m eet. And if  you have questions, 
please w rite; we have answers.

We look forward to hearing from you.

S in c e r e lv  v o n r s

Timm Rinehart 
A ssistant to the Director

TRrgw
enc

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
THE HONORS COLLEGE |  k a i a m a z o o , M i c h i g a n

4 9 0 0  I

We are happy to learn that you w ill be entering W estern Michigan University next fa ll. 
Our Adm issions Office has called attention to your excellent academic record. We 
would like to invite you to enter the Freshman General Education Honors Program. 
Enclosed is  a brochure describing General Education Honors and other programs 
offered by the Honors C ollege.

The Honors College at W estern Michigan University is for bright students. . .who are 
creative, self-sufficient, able and eager to respond to the challenge of individuality 
within a large University. Participation in Honors College Program s means oppor­
tunity . . . for self-exp ression , self-d iscovery . . . for flexib ility to pursue inter­
disciplinary study. . . for independence to style course and curriculum to individual 
academic interest. . . for c lo se  association with faculty and individual academic coun­
se l. . . for sm all sections of Basic Honors c la sse s , student-designed sem inars. . .fo r  
extracurricular activity and sen se  of community with fellow students. In Honors at 
W estern Michigan University detailed requirements are m inim al, freedom and expec­
tation great. . . and responsib ility for a meaningful education is  where it should be— 
with you, the student.

We would like to m eet with you personally so that you can have a com plete understanding 
of the General Education Honors Program. A schedule of the possib le v isiting dates is  
enclosed. If you are interested  in entering the Honors College, le t us know when you 
can come to campus. If no scheduled date is  convenient, perhaps we can work out an 
alternative tim e to m eet. And if  you have questions, p lease write; we have answ ers.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Timm Rinehart 
A ssistant to the Director

TR:gw
Enc.
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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
THE HONORS COLLEGE K O  O ,  M I C H I G A N  

4 f  0 0 1

Dear Entering Freshman:

You have already received  m aterials from us regarding the General Education Honors 
Program , an alternative honors route through the General Studies requirem ents you 
begin th is Fall.

We do not w ish  to p ress  you on the Honors alternative, but i f  your projected goals at 
WMU do include a sound academic program and an achievement level above the averag  
you may w ish  to consider the General Education Honors opportunity.

If you do have an in terest in an honors general studies arrangement, we would like to 
see  you th is sum m er. While you are on campus this summer for Freshman orienta­
tion we w ill have ample opportunity to d iscuss aH facets of the General Education 
Honors Program  with you, and i f  you should decide on the honors program, to counsel 
and help enroll you in Fall sem ester cou rses. To do this without interrupting your 
participation in the WMU orientation program , w e are asking you to come to campus 
early on the first day of your orientation session .

Specifically, your orientation session  w ill begin o n ______________ , ______________ at
6:00 p. m . (the hour for check-in at a residence hall). Thus, we are asking you to 
come directly to the Honors College office early on that day — at 3:30 p .m . By 
5:00 p .m . you should be free until the 6:00 -  7:00 p .m . residence hall check-in.

If you have any questions about this procedure do w rite us. In early June the WMU 
orientation office w ill send you fuU particulars on other aspects of orientation.

We look forward to seeing you this summer if , indeed, you do have an in terest in 
the General Education Honors Program.

Sincerely

Timm Rinehart 
A ssistant to the Director

TRtvm
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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
THE HONORS COLLEGE K A L A M A Z O O ,  M I C H I G A N

4 9 0 0 1

Dear General Education Honors Student:

As you r ea lize , you have already been admitted to the General Education Honors 
Program . While you are on campus for freshman orientation th is sum m er we 
w ish to counsel and help enroll you in Fall sem ester courses. To do th is with­
out interrupting your participation in  the WMU orientation program , we are asking 
you to come to campus early on the fir st day of your orientation sessio n .

Specifically, your orientation sessio n  w ill begin o n _____________ , ______________
at 6:00 p. m . (the hour for check-in at a residence hall). Thus, we are asking you 
to come directly to the Honors College office early on that day — at 1:30 p .m . By 
3:30 p .m . you should be free until your 6:00 p .m . residence hall check-in . Since 
you w ill be responsible for your own dinner that evening (no residence hall meal 
served), som e of us (staff and students) may wish to get together for pizza, etc. 
nearby for the 5:00 to 6:00 p .m . dinner hour. More on that when you arrive this 
sum m er.

If you have any questions about th is procedure do write us. hi early  June the WMU 
orientation office w ill send you full particulars on other aspects of orientation. If, 
by chance, the date for your orientation session  listed in this letter  does not match 
the date the WMU orientation office w ill send you in June, be certain  to contact the 
Honors C ollege immediately.

We look forward to seeing you again th is summer.

Sincerely,

Timm Rinehart 
A ssistant to the D irector

TR:vm
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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
THE HONORS COLLEGE K A L A M A Z O O ,  M I C H I G A N  

49081

Dear Entering Honors Freshman:

We are happy to know that you wish to be a member of the General Education 
Honors Program . A position has been reserved  for you in the program. This 
means that we reserve space for you in certain c la sses, awaiting your return 
to campus for freshman orientation this sum m er, when you w ill complete 
enrollm ent for the fall sem ester.

Enclosed is  a card which you should securely  attach to your Western Michigan 
University housing contract, If you desire  to live in special Honors College 
housing. R ealize that no honors student is required to select honors housing. 
This is  an opportunity which you can e lec t or reject.

If you do d esire  honors housing it is  necessary  that you sign and securely  attach 
this card to your housing contract. If you w ish a friend to room with you, follow  
the regular instructions you will receive from housing; just be sure to include 
the card with your contract. In the fir s t part of June you will receive a contract.
I suggest that you return your contract to the Housing office as soon as possible. 
Special housing w ill be held for honors students for a limited tim e only, after 
which space w ill be released to other students. In making your decision, realize  
that Garneau-Harvey (men) and E icher-L eF evre (women) Halls are located in 
Goldsworth Valley II and that students in these halls (as in m ost others now) 
determine their own visitation hours. The housing office advertises that these  
two halls ” . . . have excellent social and recreational programs and are particu­
larly for those students who anticipate respect for quiet hours and w ill voluntarily 
cooperate with each other to create an atm osphere conducive to good study 
conditions. . ."

If you have any other questions on this m atter do write us. We look forward to 
seeing you on campus during freshman orientation.

Sincerely,

Timm Rinehart 
A ssistant to the Director

TR :gw 
Enc.
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WESTKRN MICHIGAN UNIVBRSITY
THE HONORS COLLEGE Z O O ,  M I C H I G A N

4 9 0 0 1

Congratulations on your excellent academic record at W estern Michigan 
University. It is  "cum laude" performance -  a credit to you and the 
University.

Examine the enclosed m aterial. You may find that the Honors College 
can a ss is t  you in your future work at Western Michigan U niversity. I 
invite you to v is it  the Honors College office and inquire about its  activities  
and serv ices . Our undergraduate assistants hip program, special sem inar  
courses, independent study opportunities and other programs may in­
terest you. This letter is  an invitation to enter the Honors College.

Again, congratulations on your excellent academic achievem ents. We 
look forward to seeing you.

Cordially yours,

Samuel I. Clark 
Director of Honors

SICrgw
Encls.
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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY | __________
THE HONORS COLLEGE I  k a  i  a m  a  z o  o ,  M i c h i g a n

I  4 9 0 0 1

Dear General Education Honors Students:

You are now substantially through the course requirements of the General 
Education Honors Program . I invite you to seriously  think of fully entering  
the Honors College this sem ester . You would then have tim e to carefully  
(although tentatively) plan a full program of study toward your B. A, or 
B. S. degree. Your plans might include entering a departmental honors 
program and/or the Honors College Curriculum. The Honors College 
has information on all these m atters.

I urge you, therefore, to stop in for further information, for application 
form s, brochures, etc. You may have questions I and others in the office  
can answer.

Do consider continuing in the Honors College untifyou graduate.

Sincerely,

Samuel 1. Clark 
Director of Honors

SICrgw
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APPENDIX D

U n d e r g r a d u a t e  C u r r i c u l a  
1 9 6 9 -7 0

AAS APPLIED ARTS AND SCIENCE CODE

01 AET A v i a t i o n  E n g i n e e r i n g  T e c h n o l o g y
02 AGR A g r i c u l t u r a l  D i s t r i b u t i o n
03 AUT A u to m o t iv e  E n g i n e e r i n g  T e c h n o l o g y
04 COE C o o p e r a t i v e  O c c u p a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n
05 DI D i e t e t i c s
06 EET E l e c t r i c a l  E n g i n e e r i n g  T e c h n o l o g y
07 GCA G e n e r a l
08 HEC Home E c o n o m ic s
09 IA I n d u s t r i a l  A r t s
10 IEN I n d u s t r i a l  E n g i n e e r i n g
11 I S I n d u s t r i a l  S u p e r v i s i o n
12 MET M e c h a n i c a l  E n g i n e e r i n g  T e c h n o l o g y
13 MTL M e t a l l u r g i c a l  E n g i n e e r i n g  T e c h n o l o g y
14 OT O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p y
15 PAT P a p e r  T e c h n o l o g y
16 PRT P r i n t i n g  Management
17 VIE V o c a t i o n a l - T e c h n i c a l  E d u c a t i o n
20 2 AM A i r c r a f t  T e c h n o l o g y
21 2DD D r a f t i n g  a n d  D e s i g n
22 2ET E l e c t r o n i c s  T e c h n o l o g y
23 2FD Food D i s t r i b u t i o n
24 2PD P e t r o l e u m  D i s t r i b u t i o n

BUS SCHOOL OF BUSINESS CODE

30 BAD B u s i n e s s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
31 BED B u s i n e s s  E d u c a t i o n
32 PAB P u b l i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

EDU SCHOOL OF EDUCATION CODE

40 EED E l e m e n t a r y  E d u c a t i o n
41 EEM E l e m e n t a r y  M usic
42 JHS J u n i o r  H igh  S c h o o l
43 SED S e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n
44 LIB L i b r a r i a n s h i p
45 PEM P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  -  Men
46 PEW P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  -  Women
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EDU SCHOOL OF EDUCATION CODE ( C o n t i n u e d )

47 HUL R u r a l  L i f e  E d u c a t i o n
50 SCH S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  C r i p p l e d  a n d  Homebound

C h i l d r e n
51 SDC S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  E m o t i o n a l l y  D i s t u r b e d
52 SMH S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  M e n t a l l y  H a n d i c a p p e d
53 SBE S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  B l i n d  a n d  V i s u a l l y

I m p a i r e d  -  E l e m e n t a r y
54 SBS S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  B l i n d  a n d  V i s u a l l y

I m p a i r e d  -  S e c o n d a r y
55 SSR S p e e c h  P a t h o l o g y  a n d  A u d io lo g y

LAS LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCE

70 GCL G e n e r a l
71 LA L i b e r a l  A r t s
72 MT M e d i c a l  T e c h n o l o g y
73 MU M usic
74 PD P r e - D e n t i s t r y
75 PE P r e - E n g i n e e r i n g
76 PP P r e - F o r e s t r y
77 PJ P r e - J o u r n a l i s m
78 PM P r e - M e d i c i n e
79 PMS P r e - M o r t u a r y  S c i e n c e
80 PN P r e - N u r s i n g
81 PPH P r e - P h a r m a c y
82 PT P r e - C h r i s t i a n  M i n i s t r y
83 SW S o c i a l  Work
84 PAP P u b l i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
90 BRN B ro n s o n  N u r s e s
91 UNC U n c l a s s i f i e d  S t u d e n t
92 GST G u e s t
93 HNC H onors  C o l l e g e
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P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 7 1 .  P p .  2 .

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r ,  Manpower C h a l l e n g e  o f  
t h e  1 9 6 0 ’ s . W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C . :  G o v e rn m en t  P r i n t i n g
O f f i c e ,  I 9 6 0 .  Pp .  4 .

'__________ "The U n i v e r s i t y  a t  t h e  S e r v i c e  o f  S o c i e t y . "
A summary o f  a d i s c u s s i o n  by  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  
C a r n e g i e  F o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  t e a c h i n g ,  
1 9 6 6 - 6 7  A n n u a l  R e p o r t ,  5 - 1 0 .

V a c c a ,  R i c h a r d  S . ,  " T e a c h e r  S u p p l y :  A B l e s s i n g  i n  D i s g u i s e ? "
V i r g i n i a  J o u r n a l  o f  E d u c a t i o n , (Novem ber  1 9 7 0 ) ,  1 0 - 1 1 .

V a r n e r ,  G l e n n  F . ,  "Do Our M a r k e t i n g  a n d  P r o m o t i o n  P o l i c i e s  
a n d  P r a c t i c e s  N eed  R e - e v a l u a t i o n ? "  B u l l e t i n  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l  P r i n c i p a l s ,
V o l .  3 3 ,  ( A p r i l  1 9 4 9 ) ,  3 0 0 - 3 0 5 .

W a r n e r ,  H a v i g h u r s t  a n d  L o e b ,  Who S h a l l  Be E d u c a t e d ?
New Y ork :  H a r p e r  B r o t h e r s ,  1 9 4 4 .  P p . 225 *

W a r r e n ,  D o r o n ,  "Who Are  Most L i k e l y  t o  Drop O u t? "  S c h o o l  
S c i e n c e  a n d  M a t h e m a t i c s , V o l .  5 4 ,  (March  1 9 5 4 ) ,  1 8 5 .

 ________ , "Why B r i g h t  S t u d e n t s  Come t o  W e s t e r n  M ic h ig a n
U n i v e r s i t y . "  An i n c i d e n t a l  s t u d y  o f  t h e  Honors  
C o l l e g e ,  ( A p r i l  1 9 6 5 ) .

W i l l i a m s ,  M o r r i s ,  "What Are t h e  S c h o o l s  D o in g  About S c h o o l  
L e a v e r s ? "  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l  
P r i n c i p a l s ’ B u l l e t i n , V o l .  37 ,  ( A p r i l  1 9 5 3 ) ,  5 4 .

W r i g h t ,  G ra c e  S . ,  "H igh  S c h o o l  A t t e n d a n c e  and  F a m i ly  I n c o m e . "  
S c h o o l  L i f e , V o l .  2 9 ,  ( J u n e  1 9 4 7 ) ,  7 - 1 0 .

Young ,  J .  M . ,  "Can C o u n s e l i n g  Reduce  D r o p o u t s ? "  C l e a r i n g  
H o u s e , V o l .  3 0 ,  ( S e p t e m b e r  1 9 5 6 ) ,  2 3 - 2 3 .

Y oung ,  J .  M . , " L o s t ,  S t r a y e d  o r  S t o l e n . "  C l e a r i n g  H o u s e ,
V o l .  2 9 ,  ( O c t o b e r  1 9 5 4 ) ,  8 9 - 9 2 .
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