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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

The p rob lem

The p u r p o s e  of t h i s  s t u d y  i s  to  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  

between s u i c i d a l  and n o n - s u i c i d a l  s c h i z o p h r e n i c  p a t i e n t s  

" by u s i n g  two p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r a t i n g  s c a l e s :  The T e s t  of 

O b j e c t s ,  and  t h e  S e l f - R a t i n g  D e p r e s s i o n  S c a l e .

Review o f  t h e  L i t e r a t u r e

— Shneidman and F a rb e ro w  (1 9 5 7 )  have  i n v e s t i g a t e d

s u i c i d e  e x t e n s i v e l y .  They have found  t h a t  th e  s u i c i d a l  

p a t i e n t  i s  u s u a l l y  a fo r m e r  m e n t a l  p a t i e n t .  S u i c i d e  i s  

u s u a l l y  com m it ted  w i t h i n  n i n e t y  days  a f t e r  h i s  d i s c h a r g e .  

An i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i s  t h a t  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of th e  c a s e s  

p a t i e n t s  t h r e a t e n e d  s u i c i d e  b e f o r e  a c t u a l l y  c a r r y i n g  o u t  

an a t t e m p t .  A n o th e r  f i n d i n g  o f  t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  

r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  d i e  a p p e a r e d  more f r e q u e n t l y  

among t h e  e l d e r l y .  The i n v e s t i g a t o r s  have a l s o  found 

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  r e l e a s e  o f  p e n t - u p  e m o t i o n s ,  which l e a d s  

to  a s t a t e  o f  f e e l i n g  b e t t e r  a f t e r  a s u i c i d e  a t t e m p t  h a s  

been made. However,  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  c o n te n t m e n t  u s u a l l y  

o n ly  l a s t s  f o r  a  s h o r t  d u r a t i o n .

1
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2

F a rb e ro w  and  Shneidman (1961)  have  a l s o  

p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  when p a t i e n t s  a r e  t r e a t e d  w i t h  a 

s e v e r e  fo rm o f  p u n i s h m e n t ,  t h e r e  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  de

c r e a s e  in  o v e r - a l l  a t t e m p t s  a t  s u i c i d e .

S c h i z o p h r e n i a  i s  th e  mos t  common d i a g n o s t i c  

i m p r e s s i o n  o f  s u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t s .  F a rb e ro w  and 

Shneidman found  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  be tween  

s u i c i d a l  and n o n - s u i c i d a l  s c h i z o p h r e n i c  p a t i e n t s .  The 

f o r m e r  were  found  t o  be p e r s o n s  u n d e r  s e v e r e  s t r e s s .

B e t t e r  th a n  s e v e n t y  p e r  c e n t  had a  h i s t o r y  o f  a t  l e a s t  

one s u i c i d a l  a t t e m p t .  Those i n d i v i d u a l s  who were  

c l a s s i f i e d  a s  n o n - s u i c i d a l  d i s p l a y e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  p a s i v i t y ,  a c c e p t a n c e ,  and i n d i f f e r e n c e  

toward  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  One v e r y  s a l i e n t  f e a t u r e  was 

t h e  l a c k  o f  a b i l i t y  t o  h a n d le  s t r e s s  c o n s t r u c t i v e l y  o r  

t o  i g n o r e  i t .

I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  by t h e s e  a u t h o r s  t h a t  most 

s c h i z o p h r e n i c s  who have  a  h i s t o r y  o f  s u i c i d a l  a t t e m p t s  

a r e  n o t  e f f e c t i v e l y  t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  save  f o r  

m e d i c a t i o n . '  As a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  p a t i e n t s ’ p ro b le m s  a r e  

l e f t  u n t r e a t e d  and  h i s  symptomology i s  s u p p r e s s e d .  A lso  

o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  e n v i r o n 

ment i s  u s u a l l y  h i g h l y  c o n t r o l l e d ;  h e n c e ,  a p a t i e n t  i s  

n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  t e s t  r e a l i t y .  The p a t i e n t  a p p e a r s  t o  

be im p r o v in g ,  b u t  a c t u a l l y  l i t t l e  i s  b e i n g  do n e ,  and 

t h e r e  i s  o n l y  a s l i g h t  change f o r  t h e  b e t t e r .
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D o rp a t  and R i p l e y  (1 9 6 0 )  s u g g e s t  t h a t  s u i c i d e  

was u s u a l l y  c o n t e m p l a t e d  and q u i t e  o f t e n  made known to  

o t h e r s  b e f o r e  t h e  a c t u a l  a t t e m p t .  They found  t h a t  

s u i c i d e  o c c u r r e d  t w i c e  a s  o f t e n  in  men a s  opposed  to  

women. At l e a s t  33 p e r  c e n t  had n o t  o n l y  made a  p r i o r  

a t t e m p t ,  b u t  a l s o  had w r i t t e n  a  s u i c i d e  n o t e .  More th a n  

27 p e r  c e n t  had l o s t  a f a m i l y  member w i t h i n  th e  y e a r  

p r i o r  t o  t h e  s u i c i d e .  T he re  were  51 p e r  c e n t  a f f l i c t e d  

w i t h  a s e r i o u s  m e d i c a l  i l l n e s s .  Those  who were  a t  

m id d le  ege  were  u s u a l l y  found  t o  be a l c o h o l i c ,  w h i l e  

t h e  e l d e r l y  were  q u i t e  o f t e n  p s y c h o t i c a l l y  d e p r e s s e d .

I t  was a l s o  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  c l i n i c a l  symptoms o f  d e p r e s 

s i o n  were found  in  e ac h  o f  t h e  114 s u i c i d e s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y

M c P a r t l a n d  and H o r n s t r a  (1964)  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

s u i c i d e  a t t e m p t s  have  e n a b l e d  p a t i e n t s  t o  r e sp o n d  more 

r a p i d l y  t o  t r e a t m e n t .  The r e a s o n  b e i n g  t h a t  t h e  commun

i c a t i o n  be tween  t h e  p a t i e n t  and t h e r a p i s t  i s  more mean

i n g f u l  a f t e r  s u i c i d e  a t t e m p t s .

G i t t l e s o n  (1966)  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  o b s e s s i o n s  p l a y  

a p a r t  in  s u i c i d a l  a t t e m p t s .  The r a t e  o f  a c t u a l  

a t t e m p t s  was found t o  be low er  f o r  t h e  d e p r e s s i v e s  w i t h  

o b s e s s i o n s  p e r s i s t i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  the  d e p r e s s i o n ,  t h a n  

f o r  t h o s e  w i t h  o b s e s s i o n s  n o t  o c c u r r i n g  a t  th e  t im e  o f  

d e p r e s s i o n .

L e s s e  (1967)  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  k e e p i n g  a . s u i c i d a l  

p a t i e n t  a c t i v e  can be a s u p p o r t i v e  t h e r a p e u t i c  t e c h n i q u e ;  

a s  o f  now, t h e r e  i s  no one m e asu re  t h a t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y
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more e f f e c t i v e  in  p r e v e n t i n g  r e c u r r e n t  s u i c i d a l  

a t t e m p t s .  I t  s h o u ld  be em phas ized  t h a t  in  a d d i t i o n  to  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  th e  dynamics  of s u i c i d e ,  e ach  i n d i v i d u a l  

p a t i e n t  m u s t ,  in  t u r n ,  be c o m p l e t e l y  u n d e r s t o o d .

I t  h a s  been s t a t e d  by S k i n n e r  (1953)  t h a t  th e  a c t  

of  s u i c i d e  i s  an a t t e m p t  t o  remove an i n d i v i d u a l  from a 

s i t u a t i o n  deemed u n a c c e p t a b l e .  The p o t e n t i a l  s u i c i d e  

combines  p r e v i o u s l y  l e a r n e d  r e s p o n s e s  w i t h  a mechanism 

n e v e r  b e f o r e  u t i l i z e d .  The p r e d i s p o s i n g  f a c t o r  o f  d e p r e s  

s io n  would seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a s  a c h i l d  g row s ,  con

t i n u e d  s t a t e s  of d e p r e s s i o n  can shape  h i s  b e h a v i o r  t o  the  

p o i n t  where he may make an a t t e m p t  on h i s  own l i f e .

Two f a c t o r s  which  c o u ld  a l s o  p l a y  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  

r o l e  in  s h a p i n g  s u i c i d a l  b e h a v i o r  a r e  b roken  homes and 

s o c i a l  i s o l a t i o n .  J a c o b s  and T e i c h e r  (1967)  c o n d u c te d  

a s t u d y  which  compared 50 a d o l e s c e n t s  who a t t e m p t e d  to  

k i l l  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  32 who made no such  a t t e m p t .  The 

f i n d i n g s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a much g r e a t e r  l i k e l i 

hood of  b roken homes and l o s s  o f  a love  o b j e c t  in  the  

l i v e s  of  t h o s e  who were  s u i c i d a l  a s  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  who 

were n o t .  These  r e s u l t s  were a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a p r o c e s s  

by which  t h e  a d o l e s c e n t  becomes i s o l a t e d  from s i g n i f i 

c a n t  o t h e r s .  E v e n t u a l l y  a l l  m e a n i n g f u l  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n 

s h i p s  d i s s o l v e  a n d ,  in  t u r n ,  t h e r e  i s  an a t t e m p t  a t  

s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n .

L e s t e r  (1967)  found a s i g n i f i c a n t  change  in  some 

s u i c i d a l  i n d i v i d u a l s ;  t h i s  i s  t h e i r  c o n ce rn  a b o u t  d e a t h .
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I t  has  been p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  s u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t s  f e a r e d  

d e a t h  l e s s  th a n  t h o s e  who d id  n o t  p o s s e s s  t h i s  d e s t r u c 

t i v e  im p u l s e .  They w ere  a l s o  much more aware  o f  and 

c o n ce rn e d  w i t h  t h e  m a n i p u l a t i v e  a s p e c t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  

d e a t h .

T he re  a r e  many f a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d  in  s u i c i d e .  At 

t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime we can  t e n t a t i v e l y  say  t h a t  two 

p r o c e s s e s  a r e  i n v o l v e d .  F i r s t ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  shaped  

i n t o  c o m m i t t in g  s u i c i d e  and s e c o n d ,  t h e r e  i s  u s u a l l y  an 

e x t re m e  mood o f  d e p r e s s i o n .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a manic  

p e r s o n  to  a t t e m p t  s u i c i d e ;  how ever ,  in  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  

t o n e  o f  em o t io n  would s u g g e s t  m a n i p u l a t i o n  a n d / o r  d e l u 

s i o n s  o f  g r a n d e u r .

P r e d i c t i o n  o f  S u i c i d e

At t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  t h e r e  does  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  

be any one t e c h n i q u e  t h a t  can r e l i a b l y  m easure  a p o t e n 

t i a l  s u i c i d e .  T h e re  a r e  s e v e r a l  i n d i c a t o r s ,  h o w ever ,
4

which  o f f e r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r o m i s e .

A f t e r  a n a l y z i n g  one c a s e  e x t e n s i v e l y ,  Beck (1945)  

p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  when a p e r s o n  o f  h i g h  i n t e l l e c t u a l  > 

c a p a c i t y  d i s p l a y s  c e r t a i n  p a t t e r n s  on t h e  R o r s c h a c h ,  

t h e r e  a r e  s t r o n g  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  s u i c i d a l  t e n d e n c i e s .

Card f o u r  on t h e  R o r s c h a c h  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  by 

L i n d n e r  (1946)  a s  a  s u i c i d e  c a r d .  Any r e s p o n s e ( s )  w h ich
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s i g n i f i e s  d e c a y ,  b i t t e r n e s s ,  o r  b l a c k n e s s  w i t h  d e p r e s s i o n  

i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  s u i c i d a l  t e n d e n c i e s .

One o f  t h e  most e x t e n s i v e  p a t t e r n s  o f  s u i c i d e  i s  

t h a t  p r e s e n t e d  by H e r t z  ( 1 9 4 9 ) .  F i v e  o r  more o f  t e n  

s p e c i f i c  p a t t e r n s  found  in  any  one i n d i v i d u a l ' s  

R o r s c h a c h  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be s u g g e s t i v e  o f  a s u i c i d a l  

p o t e n t i a l .

B ac h ra c h  (1951)  s t a t e s  t h a t  a  p a t i e n t  who s u f f e r s  

from d e p r e s s i o n  i s  more a p t  t o  a t t e m p t  s u i c i d e  d u r i n g  an 

improved s t a t e .  He b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  R o r s c h a c h  t e c h n i q u e  

can e n a b l e  a d i a g n o s t i c i a n  in  a s s e s s i n g  p r e d i s p o s i n g  

f a c t o r s .  T h i s ,  h o w ever ,  would l a r g e l y  depend on th e  

com petence  and  s k i l l s  o f  t h e  d i a g n o s t i c i a n  in  a d m i n i s 

t e r i n g  and  i n t e r p r e t i n g  th e  R o r s c h a c h .

Drake and  Rusnak  (1966)  f a i l e d  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  

s u i c i d a l  s c h i z o p h r e n i c  p a t i e n t s  f rom  n o n - s u i c i d a l  s c h i z o 

p h r e n i c  p a t i e n t s .  R o r s c h a c h  p r o t o c o l s  of 14 o f  e ac h  o f  

t h e  above  were  a n a l y z e d  f o r  s p e c i f i c  r e s p o n s e s  t o  D6 on 

Card V I I .  The r e s u l t s  r e v e a l e d  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r 

e n c e s  be tw een  t h e  two g roups  in  f r e q u e n c y  o f  r e s p o n s e  t o  

t h i s  a r e a  o f  t h e  c a r d ;  t h u s  t h e y  f a i l e d  t o  p r e d i c t  

s u i c i d a l  i d e a t i o n .

U s in g  t h e  R o r s c h a c h ,  TAT, and  MMPI, a s t u d y  by 

B r o i d a  (1954)  o f f e r e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s u l t s .  Out o f  20 

s u i c i d a l  m e n t a l  p a t i e n t s ,  t h r e e  gave  r e s p o n s e s  i n d i c a 

t i v e  o f  s u i c i d a l  p o t e n t i a l .  Only Card IV was u t i l i z e d
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in  t h i s  a n a l y s i s .  Of th e  c o n t r o l  g ro u p  o f  20,  t h e r e  

were no such  r e s p o n s e s .  Card 3 BM o f  t h e  TAT made no 

d i s t i n c t i o n  be tween  th e  two g r o u p s .  The d e p r e s s i v e  

s c a l e  on th e  MMPI, t h o u g h ,  d id  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i s t i n 

g u i s h  between th e  two g r o u p s .

The P o t e n t i a l  S u i c i d e  P e r s o n a l i t y  I n v e n t o r y  was 

a d m i n i s t e r e d  by D e v r i e s  (1966)  t o  a g ro u p  o f  s u i c i d a l  

p a t i e n t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  a g roup  o f  n o n - s u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t s .  

The f o r m e r  was f u r t h e r  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  s u b - g r o u p s :  

t h r e a t e n e d ,  a t t e m p t e d ,  and b o th  t h r e a t e n e d  and 

a t t e m p t e d .  I t  was found  t h a t  t h e  combined a s  w e l l  a s  

t h e  t h r e e  s u i c i d a l  s u b - g r o u p s  can be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from 

th e  n o n - s u i c i d a l  g r o u p .  None o f  t h e  s u i c i d a l  g r o u p s ,  

t h o u g h ,  c o u ld  be d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f rom one a n o t h e r .

In a s t u d y  c o n d u c te d  by S t a r e r  (1 9 6 0 )  25 s c h i z o 

p h r e n i c  p a t i e n t s  w i t h  a s u i c i d a l  h i s t o r y  and 24 s c h i z o 

p h r e n i c  p a t i e n t s  w i t h o u t  such  h i s t o r y  were  a sk e d  to  

copy 15 d e s i g n s ,  w h ich  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a c i r c l e  w i t h  th e  

number o f  e ac h  d e s i g n  in t h e  c e n t e r .  A r e c t a n g u l a r -  

l i k e  f i g u r e  was p l a c e d  on to p  and r o t a t e d  t o  p roduce  

d i f f e r e n t  f i g u r e s .  The f i n d i n g s  showed t h a t  t h e r e  were 

d i f f e r e n c e s  be tween  t h e  two g r o u p s  in  p sy ch o m o to r  d i s 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  and b e h a v i o r a l  d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The 

s u i c i d a l  g roup  d i s p l a y e d  more o f  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s  

t h a n  th e  n o n - s u i c i d a l  g ro u p .
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Dean (1 967)  u t i l i z e d  a  17 p a t i e n t  m atched  p a i r  

e x p e r i m e n t a l  d e s i g n .  The s o u r c e s  o f  d a t a  w ere  an  ad m is 

s i o n  fo rm ,  b e h a v i o r a l  a d j u s t m e n t  s c a l e ,  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  

fo rm ,  m e n t a l  s t a t u s  summary, o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  m e n ta l  i l l 

n e s s  s c a l e ,  and a  d i s p o s i t i o n  summary. The s u c i d i a l  

p a t i e n t  was d e s c r i b e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

1.  One who v iew s  a c h i e v e m e n t  a s  t h e  m easu re  of  

an  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  v a l u e .

2.  A p e r s o n  who does  n o t  a c c e p t  p e r s o n a l  f a i l u r e

3.  A p e r s o n  who i s  d e s p o n d e n t  and d e p r e s s e d .

These  f i n d i n g s  were  t h e n  u t i l i z e d  in  c o n s t r u c t i n g

a s u i c i d e  p o t e n t i a l  s c a l e ,  wh ich  gave  e v i d e n c e  o f  b e in g  

u s e f u l  in  t h e  d e t e c t i o n  o f  p a t i e n t s  w i t h  s u i c i d a l  

t e n d e n c i e s .

In  a  s t u d y  by Cohen,  M o t to ,  and S e i d e n  (1966)  14 

o f  22 dem ograph ic  f a c t o r s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  be tw een  h i g h  

r i s k  s u i c i d a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  f rom  low r i s k  s u i c i d a l s .

These  f a c t o r s  a r e  o f  v a l u e  i n  n o t  o n l y  p r e d i c t i n g  

s u i c i d e  i n  p a t i e n t s ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  p r e v e n t i n g  c e r t a i n  

t y p e s  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t s  f rom s h a p i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n t o  

becoming s u i c i d a l  c a n d i d a t e s .  F i r s t ,  h o w ever ,  i t  i s  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  u s e  s e v e r a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t e s t s  i n  a d d i t i o n  

t o  a  c o m p le te  c a s e  h i s t o r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  

a  p a t i e n t  i s  s u i c i d a l .
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H y p o th ese s

1.  S u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t s  w i l l  choose  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

f e w e r  o b j e c t s  a s  b e in g  i m p o r t a n t ,  t h a n  n o n - s u i c i d a l  

p a t i e n t s ,  s i n c e  t h e  fo r m e r  f e e l  t h e y  have l e s s  t o  l i v e  

f o r .

2 .  S u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t s  w i l l  choose  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

more d e p r e s s i v e  s i t u a t i o n s  a s  b e in g  i n d i c a t i v e  of  t h e i r  

own l i f e  s t y l e ,  t h a n  n o n - s u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t s .

D e f i n i t i o n s

A s u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t  was d e f i n e d  a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  

who had  made a t  l e a s t  one a t t e m p t  t o  t a k e  h i s  own l i f e ;  

an  a t t e m p t  t h a t  c o u ld  have r e s u l t e d  i n  d e a t h  w i t h o u t  

im m ed ia te  i n t e r v e n t i o n .

The n o n - s u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t  was d e f i n e d  a s  one who 

had no h i s t o r y  o f  a t t e m p t e d  s u i c i d e .

In  t h i s  s t u d y ,  s c h i z o p h r e n i a  i s  a p s y c h i a t r i c  

d i a g n o s i s  a s  d e f i n e d  by the  American P s y c h i a t r i c  

A s s o c i a t i o n .  The d i a g n o s i s  o f  e ac h  p a t i e n t  was made 

by t h e  s t a f f  a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  where  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  was 

c o n d u c t e d .
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CHAPTER I I

METHOD

Sample

F o r t y  s c h i z o p h r e n i c  p a t i e n t s  were  chosen  from 

N o r t h v i l l e  S t a t e  H o s p i t a l ,  N o r t h v i l l e ,  M ic h ig a n .  In the  

s u i c i d a l  g roup  t h e r e  were t e n  f e m a l e s  and t e n  m a le s .

The same r a t i o  was employed in  th e  n o n - s u i c i d a l  g r o u p .

I t  was d e c id e d  t h a t  no p a t i e n t  w i t h  any h i s t o r y  of  

o r g a n i c i t y  would t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Of 

t h o s e  p a t i e n t s  who were  i n v o l v e d ,  none were r e c e i v i n g  

any  immedia te  m e d i c a t i o n  o r  any  ty p e  o f  t h e r a p y  t h a t  

c o u ld  have had a d i r e c t  b e a r i n g  on th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  

s t u d y .  The two g r o u p s  were co m p arab le  in  t e rm s  o f  age  

and e d u c a t i o n  (See  T a b l e s  I  and I I ) .  The d i a g n o s i s  f o r  

e a c h  p a t i e n t  was p a r a n o i d  s c h i z o p h r e n i a .

S e l e c t i o n  of  T e s t s

The T e s t  o f  O b j e c t s  (See  Appendix A) was d e 

v e lo p e d  from a p i l o t  s tu d y  done by E s l e r  ( 1 9 6 4 ) .  U sing  

t h e  Normal T e s t  o f  Means t h i s  i n s t r u m e n t  was a b l e  to  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e  a t  t h e  .01 l e v e l  be tween s c h i z o p h r e n i c  

p a t i e n t s  w i t h  a  s u i c i d a l  h i s t o r y  and s c h i z o p h r e n i c  p a 

t i e n t s  w i t h o u t  a s u i c i d a l  h i s t o r y .  At t h e  p r e s e n t

10
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TABLE I

DATA ON AGE AND EDUCATION 

OF MALE PATIENTS

S u i c i d a 1 N o n - S u i c i d a 1

Age

Median: 32 y e a r s  

Range: 25-55  y e a r s

E d u c a t io n

Median: 13 1 /2  y e a r s  

Range: 12-16  y e a r s

Age

Median: 30 1 /2  y e a r s  

Range:  26-49  y e a r s

E d u c a t io n

Median:  12 1 /2  y e a r s  

Range:  12-16 y e a r s

TABLE I I

DATA ON AGE AND EDUCATION 

OF FEMALE PATIENTS

Age
Median: 32 y e a r s  

Range: 2 6 -54  y e a r s

E d u c a t io n

Median: 12 1 /2  y e a r s  

Range: 12-16  y e a r s

Median: 28 1 /2  y e a r s  

Range: 27-45 y e a r s

E d u c a t io n

Median: 12 1 /2  y e a r s  

Range: 12-16  y e a r s
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t i m e ,  how ever ,  t h i s  t e s t  c o u l d  n o t  r e l i a b l y  p r e d i c t  who 

would  o r  would n o t  a t t e m p t  s u i c i d e  in  t h e  f u t u r e .

The S e l f - R a t i n g  D e p r e s s i o n  S c a l e  (See  Appendix  

D) was d e v i s e d  by Zung ( 1 9 6 5 ) .  The p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  

b e h in d  t h e  d ev e lo p m en t  o f  t h i s  s c a l e  was f o r  u se  i n  

p s y c h i a t r i c  r e s e a r c h .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  has  been o f  

v a l u e  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m e d i c i n e  where  mos t  d e p r e s s i o n s  

a r e  f i r s t  e n c o u n t e r e d .  The f r e q u e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  h id d e n  

d e p r e s s i o n  can be d e t e c t e d  by t h i s  s c a l e .  I t  ha s  been  

found  t h a t  t h i s  t e s t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  c o r r e l a t e s  w i t h  

o t h e r  d e p r e s s i o n  r a t i n g  s c a l e s ,  which  t a k e  more t im e  to  

a d m i n i s t e r  and s c o r e .

One change  was made in  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  i n s t r u m e n t  

i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  r e s e a r c h .  I n s t e a d  o f  s c o r i n g  e a c h  p r o 

t o c o l  and m e a s u r in g  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  d e p r e s s i o n ,  t h e  S e l f  

R a t i n g  D e p r e s s i o n  S c a l e  was u t i l i z e d  in  t h e  same way a s  

t h e  T e s t  o f  O b j e c t s  (See  Appendix  B ) . T h a t  i s ,  t h e  

p u r p o s e  was t o  a n a l y z e  how d e p r e s s i o n  was r e l a t e d  t o  

t h e  s u i c i d a l  a c t ,  and n o t  t o  p r e d i c t  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  a 

s c h i z o p h r e n i c  p a t i e n t  was a s u i c i d a l  r i s k .

P r o c e d u r e

The T e s t  o f  O b j e c t s  and  th e  S e l f  R a t i n g  D e p r e s 

s i o n  S c a l e  were  a d m i n i s t e r e d  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  t o  40 s c h i z o 

p h r e n i c  p a t i e n t s .  The T e s t  o f  O b j e c t s  was p r e s e n t e d  

f i r s t  w i t h  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  was to
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make a c h ec k  mark n e x t  to  t h e  o b j e c t  i n d i c a t i n g  i t s  de

g r e e  o f  i m p o r t a n c e .  A f t e r  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h i s  t a s k ,  

t h e  p a t i e n t  was t h e n  g iv e n  t h e  S e l f  R a t i n g  D e p r e s s i o n  

S c a l e .  He was a s k e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  how e a c h  o f  t h e s e  con

d i t i o n s  a f f e c t e d  him by p l a c i n g  a c h e c k  mark in  t h e  

column w h ich  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n .

T h e re  were  e i g h t  n o n - s u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t s  who 

r e f u s e d  t o  t a k e  p a r t  in  th e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Even

t u a l l y ,  s u i t a b l e  r e p l a c e m e n t s  were  f o u n d .

A n a l y s i s  o f  Data

In  t e s t i n g  th e  f i r s t  h y p o t h e s i s ,  t h e  number o f  

o b j e c t s  ch o sen  by th e  s u i c i d a l  g roup  a s  i m p o r t a n t  was 

compared w i t h  th e  number s e l e c t e d  a s  i m p o r t a n t  by t h e  

n o n - s u i c i d a l  g r o u p .  The s t a t i s t i c a l  t e s t  u sed  was th e  

Mann-Whitney U t e s t  w i t h  .05 a s  th e  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i 

c a n c e .

The second  h y p o t h e s i s  was t e s t e d  by compar ing  

t h e  number o f  c o n d i t i o n s  s e l e c t e d  by s u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t s  

a s  b e i n g  d e p r e s s i v e  w i t h  t h e  number o f  d e p r e s s i v e  

c o n d i t i o n s  ch o sen  by t h e  n o n - s u i c i d a l  g r o u p .  The 

s t a t i s t i c a l  t e c h n i q u e  used~was a l s o  t h e  Mann-Whitney 

U t e s t  w i t h  .05 a s  t h e  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .
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CHAPTER I I I

RESULTS

D i f f e r e n c e s  be tween  s u i c i d a l  and n o n - s u i c i d a l  

s c h i z o p h r e n i c  p a t i e n t s  were  a n a l y z e d  by th e  Mann- 

Whitney  U t e s t .

The f i r s t  h y p o t h e s i s  ad v an c e d  in  t h i s  s t u d y  was 

found t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  .05 l e v e l .  Thus,  

s u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t s  ch o se  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f e w er  o b j e c t s  as  

b e in g  i m p o r t a n t  th a n  n o n - s u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t s .

The s econd  h y p o t h e s i s  was a l s o  found to  be 

s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  .05 l e v e l .  Hence,  s u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t s  

chose  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more d e p r e s s i v e  s i t u a t i o n s  a s  b e in g  

i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e i r  own l i f e  s t y l e  t h a n  n o n - s u i c i d a l  

p a t i e n t s  (See  T a b le  3 ) .

14
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TABLE I I I

MANN-WHITNEY U TEST OF DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN SUTCIDAL AND NON- 

SUICIDAL SCHIZOPHRENICS 
ON THE TEST OF OBJECTS 

AND DEPRESSION SCALE

N o n - S u i c i d a l S u i c i d a l U P

N R1 N R2

T e s t  o f  O b j e c t s 20 489 20 291 121 .05

D e p r e s s i o n  S c a l e 20 344 20 437 133 .05
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CHAPTER IV

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

A s t a t i s t i c a l  c o m p ar i so n  be tw een  s u i c i d a l  and  non-  

s u i c i d a l  s c h i z o p h r e n i c  p a t i e n t s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  a s  a 

g roup  t h e  f o r m e r  s e l e c t e d  f e w e r  i t e m s  from t h e  T e s t  o f  

O b j e c t s  a s  b e i n g  i m p o r t a n t  in  t h e i r  l i v e s .  One ex

p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  f i n d i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e  s u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t  

has  been  molded  i n t o  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  i n d i f f e r e n c e .  

T h ro u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e t i m e  th e  d e p r i v a t i o n  o f  m e a n i n g f u l  

o b j e c t s  has  g iv e n  him l e s s  m o t i v a t i o n  t o  l i v e  when 

f a c e d  w i t h  m a j o r  a d j u s t m e n t  p r o b l e m s .  In e s s e n c e ,  

t h e r e  i s  n o t  much to  l i v e  f o r ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  

c o n q u e r  h i s  p ro b le m s  i s  no t  w o r t h  t h e  e f f o r t .

I t  s h o u l d  be n o te d  t h a t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

showed f o u r t e e n  s u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t s  t o  have  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  i t e m s  on t h e  T e s t  o f  O b j e c t s  

were i m p o r t a n t  t o  them. I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  be e m p h as iz ed  

t h a t  t h e r e  was one n o n - s u i c i d a l  s c h i z o p h r e n i c  p a t i e n t  

who i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  o b j e c t s  were  

u n i m p o r t a n t .  E q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  

s t u d y  r e f e r s  o n l y  t o  s c h i z o p h r e n i c  p a t i e n t s  who p o s s e s s  

t h e  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  im p u l s e .  I t  s h o u l d  n o t  be i n f e r r e d  

f rom t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  t h a t  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  s u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t s

16 .
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have t h e  same e t i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  in  t h e i r  h i s t o r y .

The re  a r e  many f a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d  in  t h e  s u i c i d a l  

a c t .  Not o n ly  mus t  t h e r e  be a w i s h  t o  d i e ,  d i s e n 

c h a n tm e n t  w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  b u t  a l s o  a 

r a t h e r  s e v e r e  s t a t e  o f  d y s p h o r i a .  A s t a t i s t i c a l  com

p a r i s o n  be tween t h e s e  two g r o u p s  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  t h a t  

s u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t s  s e l e c t e d  more c o n d i t i o n s  o f  d e p r e s 

s i o n  a s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e m s e l v e s  t h a n  th e  n o n - s u i c i d a l  

p a t i e n t s .  I t  does  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  a l l  

d e p r e s s i v e  s c h i z o p h r e n i c s  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  end t h e i r  

l i v e s .  I t  i s  i m p l i e d ,  t h o u g h ,  t h a t  v e r y  o f t e n  d e p r e s 

s i o n  s e r v e s  a s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  o f  th e  s u i c i d a l  a c t .

E q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i f  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  i s  

s e v e r e  enough i t  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  in d u ce  a n o n - s c h i z o 

p h r e n i c  t o  end h i s  l i f e  a s  w e l l .  In  t h i s  s t u d y  t h e r e  

were  e i g h t  s u i c i d a l s  who ch ec k e d  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  

n o n - d e p r e s s i v e  c o n d i t i o n s .  As f o r  t h e  n o n - s u i c i d a l  

g r o u p ,  t h r e e  p a t i e n t s  ch ec k e d  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  

d e p r e s s i o n  i t e m s .

P r e d i c t i n g  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  an i n d i v i d u a l  i s  a 

p o t e n t i a l  s u i c i d a l  c a n d i d a t e  l a r g e l y  r e s t s  on th e  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t e c h n i q u e s  u s e d  and th e  com petence  o f  

t h e  d i a g n o s t i c i a n .  More t h a n  one p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i n d e x  

s h o u ld  be employed and t h e  v a l i d i t y  and  r e l i a b i l i t y  

sh o u ld  be h i g h  enough  t o  have  f a i t h  i n  t h e  t e c h n i q u e .
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I t  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  in  d i a g n o s t i c s  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  p a 

t i e n t ' s  h i s t o r y  and p r e s e n t  l i f e  s t y l e .  A l th o u g h  

b o th  t e s t s  were  a b l e  to  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  be tween  s u i c i d a l  

and n o n - s u i c i d a l  p a t i e n t s ,  n e i t h e r  t e c h n i q u e  h a s  been 

s u b s t a n t i a t e d  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  p r e d i c t i o n .  Both  t e s t s  do,  

how ever ,  w a r r a n t  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

The e t i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  o f  s u i c i d e  a r e  many; 

t h a t  i s  why i t  i s  v i t a l  to  examine th e  e n t i r e  i n d i v i d u a l .  

T h a t  does  n o t  mean t h a t  we c a n n o t  d e v e lo p  a symptomology 

o f  s u i c i d e ;  q u i t e  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  a s  a l r e a d y  m e n t io n e d  i t  

i s  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  d e p r e s s i o n  i s  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  o f  

s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  i m p u l s e s .  F e e l i n g s  o f  w o r t h l e s s n e s s  

i s  s t i l l  a n o t h e r ,  and we c o u ld  go so f a r  a s  t o  imply  

t h a t  few o b j e c t s  a r e  o f  any  g r e a t  im p o r t a n c e  when one 

wan ts  t o  d i e .

So t o o  mus t  one be e v e r  so c a r e f u l  i n  l a b e l i n g  

a p a t i e n t  s u i c i d a l ;  f o r  th e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  im p a c t  o f  

f a l s e l y  b e i n g  d i a g n o s e d  a s  such  c o u l d ,  in  t u r n ,  c a u s e  

g r e a t  ha rm .  Even i f  t h e r e  has  been a  h i s t o r y  o f  

s u i c i d e  a t t e m p t s ,  i t  do es  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  th e  

w ish  t o  d i e  w i l l  a c t u a l l y  be c a r r i e d  o u t .  Only  a t  t h e  

lo w e s t  e b b  o f  o n e ' s  l i f e  does  s e l f - i m p o s e d  d e a t h  be

come t h e  f i n a l  s o l u t i o n  a s  an  a d j u s t m e n t  p r o c e s s .

Durkheim (1951)  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  

p a t t e r n s  o f  t h o s e  who a r e  s u i c i d a l  a r e  f o r m u l a t e d  

d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  i n f a n c y  and c h i l d h o o d
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t h r o u g h  f a m i l y  i n t e r a c t i o n .  S o c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  th e  

f a m i l y  c r e a t e s  f r u s t r a t i o n  f o r  a l l ;  h e n c e ,  t h e  t a k i n g  

o f  o n e ' s  own l i f e  i s  a  p o t e n t i a l  e s c a p e  f o r  e v e r y o n e .

I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  how l a t e r  s o c i a l  p r e -  

c i p i t a n t s  o f  s u i c i d e  c o r r e l a t e  w i t h  e a r l y  e m o t i o n a l  

p a t t e r n i n g .  The p r e v e n t i o n  and  t r e a t m e n t  o f  s u i c i d e  

can o n ly  come w i t h  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i n t e r 

p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .
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DIRECTIONS

P l e a s e  c h e c k  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s  a s  t o  how i m p o r t a n t  t h e y  a r e  t o  y o u .

ITEM VERY IMPORTANT IMPORTANT VERY UNIMPORTANT UNIMPORTANT

1. S o f t  d r i n k s
2. T e l e v i s  i o n
3. D o u g h n u ts
4 . P e a c h e s
5. S p a r e r i b s
6 . P i e
7. C h o c o l a t e  c a k e
8. Se I f
9. Summer c o t t a g e
10. W a t e r
11. T ime
12. Swimming
13. L a u g h t e r
14. Hobby
15. B e i n g  a c t i v e
16. C h r i s t m a s
17 . J u l y  f o u r t h
18. Warm summer e v e n i n g s
19. E n t e r t a i n m e n t
2o. H am burge rs
21. I c e  c r e a m
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APPENDIX B 

SELF RATING DEPRESSION SCALE: 

CONDITIONS THAT ARE REPRESENTATIVE 

OF DEPRESSION
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DIRECTIONS

P l e a s e  check  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s  a s  t o  how t h e y  a p p ly  
t o  you.

A Good
. i t t l e Some P a r t Most

of o f o f of
th e t h e th e th e
Time Time Time Time

I . I f e e l  d o w n - h e a r t e d  and 
b lu e

2. Morn ing i s  when I f e e l  
th e  b e s t

3. I  have c r y i n g  s p e l l s  o r  
f e e l  l i k e  i t

4 . I  have t r o u b l e  s l e e p i n g  
a t  n i g h t

5. I  e a t  a s  much a s  I u sed  to

6 . I  s t i l l  enoy sex

7 . I  n o t i c e  t h a t  I  am l o s i n g  
w e i g h t

8. I  have t r o u b l e  w i t h  
c o n s t i p a t i o n

9. My h e a r t  b e a t s  f a s t e r  
t h a n  u s u a l

-i—

10. I  g e t  t i r e d  f o r  no r e a s o n
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A Good
L i t t l e Some P a r t Most

of of of of
th e th e the th e
Time Time Time Time

11. My mind i s  a s  c l e a r  a s  i t  
used  to  be

12. I f i n d  i t  e a s y  to  do the  
t h i n g s  I u sed  to

13. I  am r e s t l e s s  and c a n ' t  
keep s t i l l

14.  I f e e l  h o p e f u l  a b o u t  
th e  f u t u r e

15. I  am more i r r i t a b l e  than  
usua  1

16. I  f i n d  i t  e a s y  t o  make 
d e c i s i o n s

17. I  f e e l  t h a t  I  am u s e f u l  
and needed

18. My l i f e  i s  p r e t t y  f u l l

19.  I  f e e l  t h a t  o t h e r s  would
be b e t t e r  o f f  i f  I  were dead

20. I  s t i l l  e n j o y  t h e  t h i n g s  
I  u sed  t o  do
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SELF-RATING DEPRESSION SCALE

•

A
L i t t l e

of
th e
Time

Some
of
t h e

Time

Good
P a r t

of
th e

Time

Most
of
th e

Time

1. I f e e l  d o w n -h e a r t e d  and 
b lu e X X

2. Morning i s  when I f e e l  
t h e  b e s t X X

3. I have  c r y i n g  s p e l l s  o r  
f e e l  l i k e  i t X X

4. I have  t r o u b l e  s l e e p i n g  
a t  n i g h t X X

5. I e a t  a s  much a s  I u sed  
t o X X

6. I s t i l l  e n j o y  sex X X

7. I  n o t i c e  t h a t  I am 
l o s i n g  w e ig h t X X

8. I have  t r o u b l e  w i t h  
c o n s t i p a t i o n X X

9. My h e a r t  b e a t s  f a s t e r  
th a n  u s u a l X X

10. I g e t  t i r e d  f o r  no r e a s o n X X
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A
L i t t l e

of
th e
Time

Some
of
th e

Time

Good
P a r t

of
th e

Time

Most 
o f  
t h e  

T ime

11. My mind i s  as  c l e a r  a s  
i t  used  t o  be X X

12. I f i n d  i t  e a s y  t o  do 
th e  t h i n g s  I u sed  to X X

13. I  am r e s t l e s s  and 
c a n ' t  keep  s t i l l X X

14. I  f e e l  h o p e f u l  a b o u t  
t h e  f u t u r e X X

15. I  am more i r r i t a b l e  
t h a n  u s u a l X X

16. I f i n d  i t  e a s y  t o  make 
d e c i s i o n s X X

17. I f e e l  t h a t  I am u s e f u l  
and needed X X

18. My l i f e  i s  p r e t t y  f u l l X X

19. I  f e e l  t h a t  o t h e r s  
would be b e t t e r  o f f  i f  I 
were  dead X X

20. I s t i l l  e n j o y  th e  t h i n g s  
I  u sed  to  do X X

MARKED SPACES INDICATE CONDITIONS THAT ARE REPRESENTATIVE 
OF DEPRESSION.
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APPENDIX C

MALE SUICIDALS:

NUMBER OF ATTEMPTS
HOW RECENT BEFORE BEING TESTED

TOTAL/MEAN ATTEMPTS
TOTAL/MEAN TIME BEFORE BEING TESTED

FEMALE SUICIDALS:

NUMBER OF ATTEMPTS
HOW RECENT BEFORE BEING TESTED

TOTAL/MEAN ATTEMPTS
TOTAL/MEAN TIME BEFORE BEING TESTED
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MALE SUICIDALS

Code Number of  A t t e m p ts
How R ec e n t  

B e f o r e  Being  T e s t e d

1 2 2 weeks

2 4 2 months

3 1 1 week

4 5 6 months

5 2 2 months

6 1 3 months

7 1 2 weeks

8 2 2 months

9 3 3 V2 months

10 1 2 weeks

T o t a l 22 81 weeks

Mean 2 .2 8 .1  weeks
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FEMALE SUICIDALS

Code Number o f  A t te m p ts
How R ec e n t  

B e f o r e  B eing  T e s te d

1 4 2 weeks

2 3 6 months

3 1 1 week

4 3 3 months

5 2 1 month

6 2 2 weeks

7 6 4 months

8 2 2 weeks

9 4 1 week

10 3 6 weeks

T o t a l 30 70 weeks

Mean 3 7 weeks
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APPENDIX D

DATA RECORDS FOR:

MALE SUICIDALS 
FEMALE SUICIDALS

TOTAL SUICIDALS

MALE NON-SUICIDALS 
FEMALE NON-SUICIDALS

TOTAL NON-SUICIDALS
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SUICIDAL*

MALE

------- 1------------

TEST OF OBJECTS SELF-RATING DEPRESSION SCALE

Code Im por t  an t U n im p o r t a n t
D e p r e s s  iv e  

Cond i t i o n
N o n -D e p re s s iv e

C o n d i t i o n

1 9 21 12 8

2 22 8 10 10

3 3 27 11 9

A 23 7 10 10

5 23 7 6 14

6 21 9 13 7

7 10 20 1 19

8 18 T2 ' 6 14

9 18 12 13 7

10 19 11 6 14

‘“F i g u r e s  in  b o th  columns f o r  t h e  T e s t  o f  O b je c t s  
i n c l u d e  t h e  sum o f  bo th  " I m p o r t a n t "  c o lu m n s ;  th e  
same h o l d s  t r u e  f o r  th e  " U n i m p o r t a n t "  co lum ns .  
The S e l f - R a t i n g  D e p r e s s i o n  S c a l e  was s c o r e d  in 
t h e  same m anner .
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SUICIDAL ( c o n t i n u e d )

FEMALE TEST OF OBJECTS SELF-RATING DEPRESSION SCALE

Code I m p o r t a n t
D e p r e s s  iv e  

U n im p o r t a n t  C o n d i t i o n
N o n -D e p r e s s iv e

C o n d i t i o n

11 16 14 4 16

12 11 19 14 6

13 14 16 10 10

14 ■ 18 12 17 3

15 15 15 15 5

16 18 12 7 13

17 21 9 10 10

18 18 12 9 11

19 19 11 5 15

20 20 10 16 4

____

T o t a l : 336 264 195 205

Mean: 1 6 .8 13 .2 9 .7 5 10 .25
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N O N - S U I C I D A L *

MALE TEST OF OBJECTS SFLF-RATING DEPRESSION SCALE

Code I m p o r t a n t
D e p re s s  iv e  

U n i m p o r t a n t  C o n d i t i o n
N on-D epress  iv e  

Cond i t i o n

21 23 / 9 11

22 19 11 7 13

23 29 1 10 10

24 30 0 11 9

25 28 2 10 10

26 30 0 9 11

27 16 14 10 10

28 18 12 4 16

29 23 7 *> * i  j. 9

30 16 14 2 18

- 'F ig u r e s  i n  b o th  co lumns  f o r  t h e  T e s t  o f  O b j e c t s  
i n c l u d e  t h e  sum o f  b o th  " I m p o r t a n t "  co lum ns ;  t h e  
same h o l d s  t r u e  f o r  t h e  " U n im p o r t a n t "  co lum ns .  
The S e l f - R a t i n g  D e p r e s s i o n  S c a l e  was s c o r e d  in  
t h e  same m anner .
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NON-SUICIDAL ( c o n t i n u e d )

FEMALE TEST OF OBJECTS SELF-RATING DEPRESSIVE SCALE

Code I m p o r t a n t Un i m p o r t a n t
D e p r e s s iv e

C o n d i t i o n
N on-D epress  iv e  

C o n d i t i o n

31 14 16 11 9

32 16 14 3 17

33 J O 0 8 12

34 22 8 5 15

35 20 10 10 10

36 23 7 6 14

37 28 2 , 1 19

38 26 4 8 12

39 22 8 5 15

40 30 0 8 12

----- ----- ----- ----- -----

TOTAL: 463 137 148 252

Mean: 2 3 .1 5 6 .8 5 7 . 4 1 2 .5
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