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INTRODUCTION
Since World War II the United States has witnessed a
new social phenomena---married college students,,

Prior

to this time marriage among college students was not
widespread; and on some campuses students who married were
immediately dismissed.^

However, after the Second World

War, veterans began to return to colleges either to continue
or begin their education. A main reason for this as
2
McDonagh found in his study was that most veterans felt
they were enhancing their future economic security by
college attendance.
families.

As they returned, they brought their

McDonagh reported that one-third of the 54 per

cent veterans at the University of Oklahoma were married.
Christopherson, Vandiver, and Krueger

3

described the devel

opment of the new social phenomena:
In light of the lack of precedent, the
phenomena of married students on campuses was
not encompassed by the college norms of the time;
however, it seems that these students were per
mitted to remain for a combination of reasons.

^"Fertile Valley," Time, (April 14, 1947), 96,
o
McDonagh, Edward, "Adjustment Problems and Charac
teristics of University Veterans," Sociology and Social
Resources. XXXI (January 1947), 222.
^Christopherson, Victor, Vandiver, Joseph, and
Krueger, Marie, "The Married College Student, 1959,"
Marriage and Family Living. XXII (May 1960), 122.
1
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2
Veterans were needed to swell student ranks
as well as the school treasuries; moreover,
it seemed a patriotic gesture to permit the
veterans to attend college in spite of their
marital propensities---particularly in view
of the supposed temporary nature of their
stay. They acquitted themselves enviable
in their academic performance even while, or
particularly while, making education a family
project.
With the academic and social beachhead
established by the World War II Veterans, the
Korean War Veterans duplicated the performance.
Interestingly, when the numbers of veterans of
the two wars diminished, the new culture pat
tern they had established— -college marriages
---remained.
With the arrival of these married people, new unfore
seen problems began to arise for both the couples and the
universities.

The couples had to adjust to a new setting,

live in small quarters, attend classes, and provide support
for themselves.

Universities had to adjust to older and

more mature freshmen.
Over the years there has been much written about the
problems of married college students*

Kirkendall* in his

study of undergraduate married students not only found that
married college students had some adjustment problems, but
at times the adjustment problems were too many and too great.

Kirkendail, Lester A., "Married Undergraduates on the
Campus: An Appraisal•" As found in Marriage and the Family
in the Modern World. Ruth Cavan (Ed*TT New York: Thomas
Y. Crowell Company, 1963, 261-8*
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3
An opposite view is expressed by Landis and Landis** who
report that college married students recognized and accep
ted the problems and viewed their marriage as a stabilizing
force for themselves.

2
Other researchers have studied

college couples to discover their problems and successes
with the emphasis being placed on the problems.
The aim of this study is to examine this new social
phenomena in a larger sphere of marital relationships and
family culture.

The problem under investigation is the

marital relationship of college couples and the activities
in which they engage in order to help or hinder the continued
passage of family norms and rules from generation to generation.

Farber

3

in his theory of orderly replacement

^Landis, Judson T., and Landis, Mary G., Building a
Successful Marriage. 3rd Ed., (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey:
Prentice-Hall, 1958), 83.
2

Barash, Meyer, "The Social Adjustments of Married
Students," The International Journal of Sexology. II (February
1949), 180-3T
Falk, Laurence L., "A Comparative Study of Problems of
Married and Single Students." Journal of Marriage and the
Family. XXVI (May 1964), 207-8“
Lantagne, Joseph E., "Do Married Men Succeed In College?
College Marriage Inventory," The Journal of School Health.
XXIX (February 1959), 81-91.
Thorpe, Alice C«, "How Married College Students Manage,"
Marriage and Family Living. XIII (August 1951), 104-5.
3
Farber, Bernard, Family; Organization and Interaction.
(San Francisco: Chandler' Publishing Company, 1$64-), 1-10.
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elaborates this idea of transmitting norms and values in
the famil}'.
Orderly replacement is a term that represents the
sustaining of family life from generation to generation.
The assurance that this orderly process is continued rests
in the hands of the social critics who censure vital actions
of the offspring.

The social critics are usually parents,

kindred, clergymen, and judges.

They help preserve the

family life, aid in raising children the "correct way",
and influence who marries whom.

The maintenance of the

family as a social unit is stressed by the social critics.
In this theory the opposite of orderly replacement is
permanent availability.

Simply stated, the idea of perma

nent availability stresses that all persons of the opposite
sex are potential mates even if one is married.

The indi

vidual's wishes and desires are emphasized over group
interests.

Consequently, people focus their interest on

themselves and not others.

In our times there is an

increasing trend toward permanent availability.

1

The following evidence supports this trend of permanent
availability:
1) Age at first marriage has been steadily
decreasing.
In 1890 the median age at first marriage for men
was 26.1 and in 1961 it was 22.8. 2) Rates of divorceremarriage are increasing.
In 1900 two per cent of the men
and three per cent of the women who married had been divorced
and in 1950 it had raised to seventeen per cent.
3) Divorces
with children have risen.
In 1940 36 per cent of the divorces
involved children and in 1955 it was 47 per cent.
4) There
has been a decline in premarital chastity.
In 1940 the ille
gitimate birth rate was 7.1, and in 1950 it was 22.1. All these
trends point to individual wants over those of the group.
(From Farber, Family:
Organization and Interaction. 113-117.)
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These two ideas are viewed as ideal types, and all
families fall somewhere between these two extremes:
orderly replacement and permanent availability.

The

purpose of this study is to examine the modern college
couple with respect to their marital relationship and
their adherence to orderly replacement.

On the basis of

the theoretical construct it is predicted that couples who
possess high marital integration (high consensus of values
and low tension) will perform more orderly replacement
activities.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

CHAPTER ONE - THEORY
With the problem defined in terms of the relationship
between the transmission of a family culture and marital
integration, it would be logical to look at both ideas,
present their assumptions, determine their logical con
structions, and connect them with each other0
Before inspecting the transmission of family culture,
a look at the family is basic and necessary.
family?

What is the

Murdock*- views it as a social group characterized

by common residence, economic cooperation, and reproduction.
A family is defined by the United States Bureau of the
o
Census as "• • • two or more persons related to each other
who are living together; thus, if two married couples live
together and are mutually related, they are counted as one
family.”

Generally approaches are limited to studying the

family of one society since family structures may differ
among various societies.

For instance, the Trobriand

Islanders, which Malinowski

3

studied, require that the

^Murdock, George, ’’Structures and Functions of the
Family,” as aopeared in Selected Studies in Marriage and the
Family. Robert Winch, (Ed.), (New York 1962), 19.
^Glick, Paul C., "The Life Cycle of the Family,”
Marriage and Family Living. XVII (1955), 3.
3
Malinowski, Bronislaw, Crime and Custom in Savage
Society. (New York: Harcourt, Brace, and World, Inc.,
1962, 9-39.

6
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uncle be responsible for the children®s welfare*

He does

not live with his family but is still considered a vital
part of this family.
If, however, the focus is on certain categories of
activities, the idea of family becomes more universal.
Human beings are biologically similar in all societies.
That is, they grow up, mate selectively, reproduce, and
raise offspring.

The family can be those social arrange

ments which tie the above activities together "through
procedures and rules pertaining to a small relatively
]
permanent group.®1
This permanent group may consist of
either a married couple, the nuclear family, the three
generation family or any other human group that has respon
sibility for these activities.
Pertinent procedures and rules would
include regulation of marriage and divorce
(nonrandom mating), legitimation of the birth
of children (giving the child a complete
family), courtship system (the selection pro
cess) , kinship identity and obligations (rela
tionship to other families), and biological
and emotional family maintenance (provision
for stability of the mother-father-child
positions.2
This latter approach to the family is not limited to
one society or period in time but covers the family from
generation to generation in all societies.

^Farber, Family:
op. cit., 6-7.

The kinship

Organization and Interaction,

2ibid.
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group consisting of nuclear family and relatives is mainly
responsible for the transmission or replacing of this
family culture from one generation to the next.

Conse

quently, the nuclear family is only one of many possible
agents in the kinship institution.*

The structure of

this kinship group determines the effectiveness of
replacement.

There are two basic lineage structures:

unilinear and bilateral.

The tasks in the unilinear

structure are simply assigned traditionally (orderly
replacement) while in the bilateral system both the
husband*s and the wife's kinship group are given equal
considerations in assigning tasks and performing the
roles.

The bilateral system thus allows for personal
2
freedom and is part of permanent availability.
Orderly replacement is defined as a process that

transmits the norms, roles, and values of the family cul3
ture without change to succeeding generations.
The term,
orderly replacement, is a strategic choice and not ideo
logical.

There is no direct belief in the existence of

orderly replacement; it is postulated to provide a basis
for examining stability and the processes of change from
1
Farber, Bernard, Kinship and Family Organization.
(New York 1966), 33.
2ibid.
3

Farber, Family:
op. cit., 30.

Organization and Interaction,
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generation to generation in family life.
The best logical structure for orderly replacement
2
is a closed family system such as the one Redfield pro
posed of folk society.
istics such as:

This closed system has character

1) complete isolation from all extra-

familial contacts9 2) members in intimate communication
with one another, 3) members with a strong sense of
belonging together, 4) an oral tradition, and 5) the
culture transmitted from generation to generation without
change.

If the family is patterned after this closed

system, it will duplicate itself.
In this closed system there is a unilineal kinship
system, that is, a single line of descent that can be
drawn from any ancestral mother or father but not from
3
both.
This single line of descent gives rise to common
political interests, common ownership of property, close
identification, and common social interaction.

"The

formalizing of rights and duties of descent group members
gives rise to a lineage.

A lineage is a corporate unit

whose members are descended genealogically in a single

H oc. cit.,p. xiii.
^Redfield, Robert, "The Folk Society," American
Journal of Sociology. LII (1947), 293-308.
^Farber, Kinship and Family Organization, op. cit., 3
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line from a common ancestor."*In this closed system there are limitations that exist
to prevent possibilities of change from becoming introduced.
Cognitive, evaluative, power, and sentimental factors help
to establish and maintain the closed system.

In the cog

nitive factor vocabulary, norms, values, and general rules
governing family life are simple and nonconflicting.

In

the evaluative factor norms, rules, and values of family
life are supported in the social system by conservative
elements.

Power of ancestors is slow to change hands

thus allowing a stable situation.

The sentimental factor

limits change because the younger generation has strong
emotional ties to the elders.

2

An orderly replacement pattern of family life implies:
1.

Values and norms relating to patterns
of behavior in the family remain constant
from generation to generation.

2.

Socialization of children is aimed at
making children duplicates of their
parents as these children achieve adulthood.

3.

Because of its part in duplicating succeeding
generations, the family and its auxiliary
kinship system do not initiate change in
society; the family is a force for conservatism
in social arrangements.3

^loc. eit., p. 34.
^Redfield, op. cit., pp. 293-308.
3
Earber, Family: Organization and Interaction,
op. cit., p .
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For the family to carry out the above procedures
various controls must be instituted to insure replacement.
1) Persons outside of the nuclear family are given ”0 • .
the authority and responsibility for judging and directing
replacement in the family".*- These people could be a
patriarch, a minister, priest or rabbi, or a legal authority,
2) Marriage should be hcsogamous.

3) The older generation

has the authority in the social system.

2

This discussion

of orderly replacement presents an idea of how and who is
involved in the transmission of family culture.
The second major concept of this theory is permanent
availability.

Each factor of orderly replacement logically

implies an opposite factor for change.
its opposite~deviance.

Conformity implies

This deviance can be displayed by

rejecting the existing social categories or by inventing
new ones.

If there is a lack of control at a period of

time, more reforms might appear and slightly new family
cultures could develop and break away from the old tradi
tional ones.

If these opposite factors should occur, they
3
would provide an impetus for change.
This would lead to
an open family system rather than a closed system.

Libid.
^Farber, F,
loc. cit., pp.

Organization and Interaction,

^loc- Cit;
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Not only is change postulated, but its direction
will be toward permanent availability.

That is, adults

will optimize those norms and values in family life con
sistent with retaining permanently their availability
for marriage with any other cross-sex adult in the
societyo^

This arrangement will lead to a bilateral

kinship system in which the husband®s and the wife's kin
are treated alike and where the emphasis is on affiliation
not descent.

A bilateral system lacks mechanisms for

persuasive control over kin, although descent and main
tenance of tradition are not completely ignored.

The

kinship in a bilateral group promotes welfare of its
members, rewards members for adherence to tradition, and
in emergencies gives personal assistance.

However, the

nuclear family can accept or reject its kinship since the
2
family has no responsibility to this kinship.
Consequent
changes occur in the bilateral system because there is no
direct responsibility.

Intimate relationships exist for

personal satisfaction; exploitation and individuality pre
vail; each member of the family can act autonomously; and
3

individual happiness is the criteria for all things.

kbid.
2
Farber, Kinship and Family Organization, op. cit.,
p. 119.
3
Farber, Kinship and Family Organization, loc. cit.,
p s 357.
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With permanent availability there is a decline of
parent-spouse roles while mate-lover roles are increased.
Mate-lover roles are the basis for marriage selection.
If a person can perform these roles, he or she is eligible
to marry or remarry.

These roles emphasize immediate gains

and depend on personal attraction and emotion.

However,

social relationships based on personal attraction and
1
emotions are precarious.
This concentration on matelover roles, with few restrictions, leads to early love
marriages and a high rate of divorce.
The assumptions that are consistent with permanent
availability are:
1,

Since there is no need to consider
lineage (that is, the perpetuity of a
given class of person-property) in the
bilateral family, there is no need to
restrict the available list of potential
mates beyond the persons subject to the
incest taboos in the nuclear family,

2,

The maintenance of marriage is m
personal rather than a kinship problem,

3,

Since there are neither restrictions on
patterns of intimate behavior nor imper
ative lineage considerations, each
individual, at least theoretically, is
permanently available as a potential
~
mate to all other cross-sex individuals.

When family norms emphasize permanent availability
of individuals as potential mates, the family has

Farber, Kinship and Family Organization, loc, cit,,
p, 80,
2

Farber. Family:

lo c . d t . , p p . i o s - w ;

Organization and Interaction.

-------

—

--------------
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characteristics quite different from the orderly replace
ment family.

With permanent availability the family group

is a voluntary association and is held together as long
as commitments to the family exceed other commitments.
Since there is a high desirability as potential mate,
individuals are motivated to develop personal skills and
attributes.

Having children is a voluntary pledge by

parents to maintain their marital relations; but if the
parents’ personal needs are not satisfied, they can
divorce even with children.

Self is always over others.

Children are socialized to maximize their market position
for marriage by developing pleasing personalities, skill
in interpersonal relationships, and an occupational skill.
If a couple is in love, there is no incentive to delay
marriage for there are few restrictions.

Marriage is

valued as the fulfillment of personal needs and the
possibility that intimate relationships can be maintained
i
in an impersonal world.
In contemporary western society these two strategies,
orderly replacement and permanent availability, exist in
2
conflict in one family. Farber says, "In reality each
nuclear family is to some extent a closed system isolated

Organization and Interaction.
^Farber. Family: Organization and Interaction,
loc. cit., pp. “100-TfGT" -----------
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from other families; and some restrictions do exist with
regard to availability as a mate even in a bilateral
system."

This conflict is resolved in favor of permanent

availability because larger kinship is difficult to
control and bilateral norms prevail.

In addition, orderly

replacement works best when property rights are involved,
when there is control of procreation, and when sanctions
can be evoked.

This situation for orderly replacement is

minimal today.

Some evidence of this model that is rele

vant to this study is:

1) Age at marriage has steadily

decreased from 26.1 in 1890 to 22.8 in 1961 for men and

decreased over the last twenty years with respect to social
class, religion, and propinquity as Burchinal
research.

2

found in his

3) A greater percentage of married women have

been entering the labor force increasing from 36 per cent
3
in 1940 to 60 per cent in 1961.
Even considering economic
motivation, married women working permits them a measure of
independence and takes them out of the home.
If a nuclear family in contemporary society wishes

United States Bureau of the Census, Statistical
Abstract of the United States (1962), p. 7T~,

2

Burchinal, Lee, "Research on Young Marriage,"
Marriage and the Family. XXI (1959), p. 8.
3
United States Bureau of the Census, op. cit.,
p. 225.
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to emphasize transmission of its family culture, it can
receive support from its kin, from its religion, from the
law enforcement agencies, and to a certain extent from
schools.

Even with assistance from these groups the

family has to create new strategies of family organiza2.
tion and family culture.
"To sustain kinship group in a changing
environment family members must operate in
certain ways. The operations involve main
taining traditional patterns of family life,
sustaining solidarity among members, estab
lishing liaisons with other groups, and
managing any contingencies that may arise . . •
These operations emerge from personal commitments to
existing beliefs (religion), social patterns, and the
”• • • 'tension management* mechanisms in the socialization
of individuals (such as rituals and other aesthetic and
emotional activities) that maintain family solidarity".
Consequently, families that emphasize kinship,
religion, school, and groups that are similar to them are
very concerned with orderly replacement.

On the other hand,

families that concentrate on personal satisfaction, early
marriages, marriages of different backgrounds, and the
working wife would tend toward permanent availability.
These are the main ideas of orderly replacement.

^Farber, Family; Organization and Interaction,
op. cit., p. 40.
2
Farber, Kinship and Family Organization, op. cit.,
p. 7.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

17
The crucial processes in which orderly replacement can be
weakened are:

1) mate selection, 2) relationships with

social critics, and 3) development of family commitments®
Mate selection is an important process where orderly
replacement can be altered.

This is due to the fact that

people must marry persons outaide of their immediate
families because of universal incest taboos.

Consequently,

new norms and values can easily be introduced into a kin
ship.

The closer the supervision the less chance there is

of change.

Selecting the ’’right” mate is vital for orderly

replacement.

Thus social critics control the mating more

if orderly replacement is essential to their way of life.
Concerning social classs Goode*’ comments, ’’The upper
strata have much more at stake in the maintenance of the
social structure and thus are more strongly motivated to
control the courtship and marriage decisions of their
young".

As a result, it would be expected that high

social economic class people would be less likely to
marry outside of their class than the lower social economic
class people.
In a bilateral system people generally tend to marry
outside of their particular family culture.

This applies

to race, social class, ethnic group, and religion.

In this

study of college marriages social class and religion are

^Goode, William J«, "The Theoretical Importance of
Love,” American Sociological Review. XXIV (1950), p. 46.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

18
of main concern.

Persons can only marry outside their

family culture to the extent that they can mingle with
1
2
other people of different backgrounds.
Coombs found
that among married university students intermarriages
occurred most frequently if both had net lived at their
parents' home during the courtship.

This finding empha

sizes the influence of parents as social critics.
With more emphasis on permanent availability, marriage
becomes a personal commitment.

On the other hand, there

are structures which help to maintain orderly replacement
and take some of the pressure off of personal commitment.
Social critics help the family follow traditional ways by
offering objective criticism.

Kinship, priest, minister,

police, judge, and others can be effective in the role of
social critic.

Couples who are involved with these people

and what they stand for tend to value orderly replacement.
The kin can be most effective in transmitting family
culture in modern society.

Its specific functions are to

promote welfare among its members, utilize a norm of
mutual trust, have open communication among members, and
participate in traditional transitions.

The status of

kindred in m o d e m society is achieved and not ascribed as

^Farber. Family:
cit., p. 138.

Organization and Interaction, op.

2

Coombs, Robert, "Reinforcement of Values in the
Parental Home as a Factor in Mate Selection," Marriage
and Family Living. XXIV (1962), pp. 155-157.
3
Farber, Family: Organization and Interaction, op.
cit., pp. 189-l96.
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in a unilinear system.
status are:

Criteria in achieving kindred

1) proximity to each other and amount of

interaction (which varies inversely with the distance
between kin), 2) similarity in age, sex, and life
experiences (which incarese the chance of interaction),
3) congeniality of traits, and 4) an appearance of equality in the relationship.-

College couples who have few

relatives who fit the above criteria would still visit
and receive assistance from their parents if they were
concerned with orderly replacement.

Parents are the

prime persons interested in the proper transmission of
cultural values and behavior.

Consequently, couples

interested in orderly replacement will visit their
parents as often as possible.
Another institution which provides effective social
critics is religion because of its traditional codes of
behavior and beliefs.

College couples who are of the

same faith and practice their faith will become more
involved in orderly replacement since religions help
transmit family culture.

On the other hand, if the

husband and wife are of different faiths and practice
their separate faiths, the household will tend to
become divided for husband and wife will strive for
different objectives.

^Farber, Family: Organization and Interaction.
op. eit., pp. 1()9-120.
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Another important consideration in orderly replace
ment is the predicament of internal family commitments
versus external community organizations.

If the community

and family have similar values, then this predicament
tends to disappear, for both groups then emphasize orderly
replacement.

If the family and community do not hold

similar values, as well may be the case with married
couples living on campus, then the family can develop
strategies for either 1) maintaining their commitments
to the family by withdrawing from community activities,
2) abandoning the family and be involved in community
activities, or 3) being involved with both the family and
the community to some extent.

This can apply to visiting

neighbors and joining community clubs and groups.

"The

benevolent community situation, rather than threatening
the integrity of the family, would reinforce orderly
replacement."*- Since most club activities, with the
exception of religious clubs, would be greatly geared for
single students, it is expected that married students
involved in other clubs, excluding the religious ones,
would not be emphasizing orderly replacement.

However,

visiting neighbors who are similar to themselves, is
believed to assist college couples in maintaining orderly
replacement.

Farber, Family:
op. cit., p. 316.

Organization and Interaction,
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Finally, another important and essential factor to
be considered in orderly replacement is the commitments
the couple makes to transmission of its family culture.
One of the strongest commitments is having children.
Planning these children would be a very conscious effort
in orderly replacement for this implies socializing the
offspring in the family culture.^

With children, stress

is placed on parent-spouse roles for the college couple
as opposed to mate-lover roles.

These parent-spouse roles

will help maintain the family.
Orderly replacement activities have been described
as, selecting a mate similar to one's background, permitting
a social critic to have effect on family life (religion or
kinship), engaging in activities conducive and assuring
the continuance of family culture.

Opposite activities

of individual choice would emphasize permanent availability.
Marital Integration
Marital integration is a term employed to describe
the marital relationship of husband and wife.
integration consists of two factors:

Marital

1) the consensus

of the spouses on domestic values and 2) the degree of
role tension in their interpersonal relationship.

The

first factor refers to the ends of the marriage and

^ibid.
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second to the means or roles of the marriage.

1

These ends

and means serve to establish routines9 influence decision
making, and set a style of life.
To assist the comprehension of value consensus and
role tension in one couple, typologies have been devised.
After dividing these two factors into high and low and
combining them, there are four possible combinations.

If

a couple has high value consensus and low role tension,
they are said to have high marital integration.

They are

coordinating satisfactory means to achieve their common
ends.

Medium range marital integration is when the

couple has high value consensus and high role tension
or when the couple has low value consensus and low role
tension.

In the former case, ". • . even though there

might be a high degree of consensus on ranking the
domestic values, the family members can fail to coordinate
their roles effectively.

The system of roles can then be

said to be in a state of tension, and the character of
2
interpersonal relations is affected"•
McHale and Farber
state,

^Farber, Bernard, "Index of Marital Integration,"
Sociometry. XX (1957), pp. 117-120.
2

Farber, Bernard, "Index of Marital Integration,"
op. cit., p. 121.
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Existence of role tension in the
marriage is regarded as symptomatic of
a failure to develop procedures in family
interaction to handle differences in the
definition of problematic situations and
their solutions.l
Role tension is communicated, arguments start, tempers
flare, and decisions become imposed and forced.

As

these behaviors become expected instead of exceptional,
they are attributed to self and others as really existing.
Conformity to role expectation is
then considered superficial and difficult.
Role tension thus may be regarded in terms
of the degree of tension, anxiety, and
frustration generated in the process of
developing and playing given roles and is
characterised by an interstimulation of
hostile responses.2
In the latter case of low value consensus and low role
tension the couple has no set goals and they drift along
in marriage with no particular direction*

The last

combination is low value consensus and high role tension.
In this situation of low marital integration there is no
agreement and constant strife.

Farber, Bernard,and McHale, Julia L., "Marital
Integration and Parents' Agreement on Satisfaction With
Their Child's Behavior," Marriage and the Family. XXI
(February 1959), p. 65.
^Cottrell, L. S. Jr., "The Adjustment of the
Individual to His Age and Sex Roles," American Sociological
Review. VII (1942), pp. 617-620.
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Marital integration is a part of the concept, group
integration.

Durkheim^ defined group integration as

11. . . the degree to which the behavior of group members
2
is group-oriented rather than self-oriented11. Lanzetta
defined it as, ". . . the tendency to build harmony and
reduce conflict among group members1'„

Both men imply group

consensus of values and a relatively smooth running organization.

Hamblin

3

discovered that a group encountering a

crisis can weather the crisis if they employ a cooperate
solution rather than a competitive solution.

Lanzetta^

similarly found that in groups experiencing a crisis,
integration increases if interpersonal tensions are low
and the individuals are group oriented.
The use of the term marital integration is closely
analogous to group integration.
group consensus and low tension.

Stress is placed on both
The term marital inte

gration has been sparsely used in studies except for

^Durkheim, Emile, Suicide. (Glencoe, Illinois:
Press, 1951), p. 208.

Free

2

Lanzetta, J. T., "Group Behavior Under Stress,"
Human Relations. VIII (1955), p. 47.
3
Hamblin, R. L., "Group Integration During a Crisis,"
Human Relations. II (1958), pp. 74-75.
4

Lanzetta, op. cit., p. 46.
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Farber*work.

Generally* integration concentrates on

value consensus and degree of tension.
In sum, orderly replacement deals with the trans
mission of the family culture from one generation to the
next and marital integration deals with the specific
marital relationship of husband and wife.
The major proposition is that there is a predictive
relationship between marital integration and orderly

Farber, Family:
op. cit.s pp. 1-536.

Organization and Interaction,

Farber, Kinship and Family Organization, op. cit.,
pp. 1-453.
Farber, Bernard, "Effects of a Severely Mentally
Retarded Child on Family Integration," Society for Research
in Child Development Monographs. XXIV, No, 2 (1^59).
Farber, Bernard, Family Crisis and the Decision to
Institutionalize the Retarded Child. (Washington D. C.:
The Council for Exceptional Children, 1960), p. 66.
Farber, Bernard, "Family Organization and Crisis:
Maintenance of Integration in Families with a Severely
Mentally Retarded Child," Society for Research in Child
Development Monographs. XXV, No. 1 (I960).
Farber, Bernard, and Blackman, Leonard, "Marital
Role Tension and Number and Sex of Children," American
^

W t
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*

Farber, Bernard, and Jenne, William, "Family Organ
ization and Parent-Child Communication: Parents and
Siblings of a Retarded Child," Society for Research in
Child Development. XXVIII, No. 7, p. 78.
Farber, Bernard and McHale, Julia L., op. cit.,
pp. 65-69.
Farber, Bernard, "An Index of Marital Integration,”
Sociometry. XX (1957), pp. 117-134.
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replacement.

Couples possessing high marital integration

would be inclined to continue their relationship because
of its stability.

To insure the continuance of this

stable marital union they would naturally utilize orderly
replacement activities which emphasise the group over the
individual.

Thus, it is predicted that couples possessing

a high degree of marital integration will participate more
in orderly replacement activities than couples of low
marital integration.
Couples with low marital integration will have conflict
by definition.

Because of the conflict and hardship

involved, these couples would tend toward discontinuing
their relationship.

Consequently, they would not be

interested in orderly replacement activities

but in those

emphasizing permanent availability.
In support of this position, Farber discusses three
different orientations a family can develop to have high
marital integration as well as a fourth one that has low
marital integration.

He says,

Families falling into a fourth or residual
category, however, are either (a) lacking in
focus or common orientation in career priorities,
or (b) organized in their systems of the roles in
such a way as to impede gratification pertaining
to a common orientation. Hence, the residual
category in this typology is considered tentatively
as the grouping of kinds of family organization not
conducive to high marital integration in critical
situations and to orderly replacement,1

^Farber, Family:
op. cit., p. 324.

Organization and Interaction,
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Farber also states, "It is only through a high degree of
family integration that control can be exerted upon
individual members so that orderly replacement of genera
tions can occur",1
This stress on high integration for orderly replace
ment to develop can also be seen in the Hopi Indians and
2
Jews of the ghetto, Siegel found that there were three
properties that kept these peoples together:

1) doctrinaire

codification of values centralized around one or a few
command values which were considered sacred, 2) strong
internalization and constant reinforcement of self-control,
and 3) individuals who were wise and held sacred offices
directed behavior.

These properties emphasize central

group values and social critics,
Finally, an article by Benson
stated general proposition.

3

directly examines the

Benson's purpose was to

investigate "the hypothesis that familistic interests are
favorably associated with marital success and that
individualistic interests are unfavorably associated with
marital success".

Benson obtained original data from

Libid.
2

Siegel, B. J., "High Anxiety Levels and Cultural
Integration: Notes on a Psycho-Cultural Hypothesis,"
Social Forces. XXXIII (October 1955), p. 47.
3
Benson, Purnell, "Familism and Marital Success,"
Social Forces. XXXIII (March 1955), p. 277.
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Burgess and Wallin and reanalyzed it.

He employed

LePlay's ideas that a family's traits are familistic if
they promote survival and perpetuation of the family tree;
for instance home ownership, production and rearing of
offspring, and mutual aid.

1

Benson

2

discovered:

1) senti

ments frequently taught by religion, such as loyalty to
spouse and children and perpetuation of family through
offspring were familistic and associated wi tn. marital
success; 2) interests in friends were associated with
"good" marriage relationships; 3) possessing children was
related to marital success; 4) sharing social activities
was associated with "better" marital success; and 5) enjoy
ment of movies, gambling at cards and drinking were related
3
to marital failure.
Benson concludes his article with his
explanation for the association between happy marriages
and familistic interests:
The question arises of why marriages are
on the average, happier when they are charac
terized by familistic interests rather than
the individualistic satisfactions of leisure
time companionship.
The demonstration of
association does not prove a causal relation
ship.
The association between familism and
happiness in marriage is attributed by the
writer to the traditional principle of philos
ophy and of religion that those who bring about

1ibid.

2
3enson, op. cit., p. 278.
3
Benson, op. cit., pp. 278-280.
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things of value to others find greater
happiness than those who seek things of
value only to themselves. This is a
principle which merits further research
in other aspects than the statistical
side of family life.
Applying this framework to the college setting, the
married couples who have high marital integration will
tend to be involved more in activities that are orderly
replacement orientated.

The situation is accented by

the fact that social activities are geared to the perma
nent available activity of dating.
From this theoretical construct the following
hypotheses have been deduced.
Hypotheses
General Propositions

Couples who have a high degree of

marital integration participate in activities that
reinforce orderly replacement.
General Hypothesis A:

Marital integration is posi

tively related to mate selection factors which reflect
orderly replacement.
Research Hypotheses:
1.

a.

Marital integration is positively related to
husband's age at the time of marriage,

b.

Marital integration is positively related to
the wife's age at the time of marriage.

2.

a.

Marital integration among intraclass marriages
is higher than among interclass marriages.
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b.

Marital integration in intraclass marriages
is positively related to social class.

3.

Marital integration is positively related to
the length of time the spouses knew one
another before marriage.

4.

Marital integration is higher in intrafaith
marriages than interfaith marriages.

General Hypothesis 3:

Marital integration is posi

tively related to involvement with social critics.
Research Hypotheses:
1.

a.

Marital integration is related to the
approval of the marriage by the husband's
parents.

b.

Marital integration is related to the
approval of the marriage by the wife's
parents.

2.

a.

Marital integration is positively related to
the number of visits made to the paren.t-e of
the husband.

b.

Marital integration is positively related to
the number of visits made to the parents of
the wife.

3.

Marital integration is higher for couples of the
same faith during marriage than of different faiths.

4.

Marital integration is positively related to the
frequency the couple attends church together.

5.

Marital integration is higher for couples who

Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

31
participate in religious clubs than couples
who do not.
General Hypothesis C:

Marital integration is posi

tively related to activities that involve commit
ments to the family.
Research Hypotheses:
1.

a.

Marital integration is higher for couples
with children than couples without children,

b.

Marital integration is higher for those
couples who have children and planned them
than couples who have children and did not
plan them.

2.

Marital integration is higher for couples who
prefer the same social activities than couples
who do not prefer the same activities.

3.

Marital integration is positively related to the
percentage of recreational time the couple spends
together.

4.

Marital integration is positively related to the
frequency of visiting neighbors.

5.

Marital integration is positively related to the
amount of housework the husband is expected to
do at home.

General Hypothesis D:

Marital integration is

negatively related to permanently available activities.
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Research Hypotheses:
1.

a.

Marital integration is lower for couples
in which one spouse is involved in service
club(s).

b. Marital integration is lower for couples

in

which one spouse is involved in academic
club(s)•
c.

Marital integration is lower for couples in
which one spouse is involved in athletic
club(s).

2.

Marital integration is negatively related to the
number of hours spent in intercollegiate sports.

3.

Marital integration is negatively related to the
wif e *s employment.
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CHAPTER TWO - RESEARCH DESIGN
The research design of this study outlines the
specific plan for assembling and organizing its data
in order to assist the conversion of theory and
empirical facts.
The data were collected in lv60 from 249 student
couples living in married housing at Western Michigan
University.

In 1965 Eshleman and Hunt

1

analyzed the

data with financial assistance from the Office of Educa
tion and published a report, "Social Class Factors in
the College Adjustment of Married Students".

Marital

integration data were collected in the same study, but
were not analyzed.

The purpose of this study is to

analyze the marital integration data with relationship
to orderly replacement activities of the couple.
Description of Population and Sample
The study took place at Western Michigan University
in Kalamazoo, Michigan.

This state supported school had

7,200 students in 1960 and presently in 1967 has grown

^Eshleman, J. Ross, and Hunt, Chester L., "Social
Class Factors in the College Adjustment of Married Students,
(Kalamazoo, Michigan: Western Michigan University, 1965).
p. 179.
33

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

to 18,400.

At the time of the study the student body

consisted of 56 per cent males and 44 per cent females.
The class standing of the student body was 30.1% freshmen,
22.5% sophomores, 20.6% juniors, 13.6% seniors, 10.7%
graduates, and 2.5% irregulars.

The married population

is skewed heavily toward upperclassmen:

9.3% freshmen,

14.3% sophomores, 23.3% juniors, 20.4% seniors, 30.9%
graduates, and 1.8% irregulars.

(See Table I)

Since

Western Michigan University was originally oriented toward
the preparation of teachers, there was still a strong
emphasis on the education curriculum for both single and
married students.

(See Table I)

In the total single population there was 45.2% in the
education curriculum, 33.5% in the pre-professianal or
business administration curriculum, and 21.3% in technical
and general degree curriculum.

The married student popu

lation was slightly more involved in education:

58.3% in

education, 30.0% in pre-professional or business adminis
tration, and 11.6% in technical and general degree.
Married students comprised one-fifth of the univer
sity's entire student body.

It could not be assumed that

the 249 student couples living in campus housing were
identical to the entire married student population.

First

only full-time college students lived in married student
housing.

Second, the university maintained regulations

regarding the apartments which were not necessarily found
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TABLE I:

A Comparison of Married and Single Students by
Sex, Student Classification and Curriculum*

Class Rank
and Sex

Per cent
of total
single
popula
tion

Percent
of total
married
popula
tion

Per cent
of married
students
in campus
incusing

Per cent
of total
WMU enroll'
ment

Sex
Male

52.7

76.2

88.3

55.6

Female

47.3

23.8

11.7

44.4

Student Classification
Freshmen

36.8

9.3

6.7

30.1

Sophomores

25.5

14.3

12.8

22.5

Juniors

20.9

23.3

32.3

20.6

Seniors

12.6

20.4

42.9

13.6

Graduates

2.6

30.9

5.3

10.7

Irregulars

1.6

1.8

Education
(El., Sec., Ad.)

45.2

58.3

51.7

47.6

Pre-Prof.
Marg. Prof.
Bus. Ad.

33.5

30.1

30.0

32.0

Technical and
Gen. Degree

21.3

11.6

18.3

20,4

...

O i j

Curriculum

*From Eshleman and Hunt, op. cit., p. 16.
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in non-campus housing•

Third, the apartments were close

to the university's main buildings.

Thus, these living

conditions appeared more similar to dormitory living than
to living off campus.

Consequently, the couples1 employ

ment, extra-curricular activities, studying, family life,
and style of living could be expected to be effected by
living in campus housing.

For reasons such as these,

this present sample was not assumed to be representative
of all the married students at Western Michigan University.
However, these conditions did provide controls on the sub
jects' place of dwelling, living conditions, time involved
in classes, cost of rent, and nearness to university
buildings.

With these controls the social environment

setting was similar to the single students' environment
on campus.

Under these conditions the theory of orderly

replacement was tested.
Data Collection
The data were collected by means of an interview
schedule (See Appendix A) containing 170 questions and
a three part family study questionnaire that contained
sixty questions.

(See Appendix B)

The interviewers

selected to gather the data were graduate students in
sociology.

They were trained by the supervisor of field

training in social work and were given a detailed mimeo
graphed instruction sheet.

See Appendix C)

The interviews
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were prearranged at a time convenient to the couple and
the interviewer.

The data were collected over a period

of about six weeks from March 20, 1960, to Kay 4, i960.
The interview schedule included background data
(age, high school attended, military experience, pr e 
marital dating pattern, length of marriage, number of
children,

length of acquaintance, religious preference

of both husband and wife); parental data (education of
fathers, occupation of fathers, parental approval of
marriage, parents' addresses); couple* s activities (social,
religious, academic,

service and athletic either on or off

campus, visiting of parents, visiting of neighbors); and
academic data (curriculum, study habits, grades).

The

interview schedule included both open-ended and closed
questions.

This schedule was administered to 282 full

time married students living in campus housing.

There

were 249 male respondents and 33 female respondents.

In

every case the female students' husbands were also full
time students.

To make the interviews comparable the

female schedules were eliminated and only the 2&9 male
interviews were used.
The second instrument used to collect data was the
family study questionnaire.

This questionnaire contained

questions regarding personal traits, type and amount of
discussion in the family, and success in marriage.

This

questionnaire was administered to the husband and the wife.
They filled out the questionnaire separately and independently.
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Since this questionnaire only dealt with couples living
in married housing, there were 249 completed question
naires,

Unfortunately only 180 of the 249 couples could

be employed in this present study.
reduced number from 249 to 180 were:

The reasons for the
both schedules

were missing (10); husband’s schedule was missing (16);
wife’s schedule was missing (5); confusion of identification
1
numbers (1); incorrectly filled out (36),
Even with the
schedule loss of 23% it was assumed the remaining schedules
provided sufficient information to warrant a test of Farber’s
orderly replacement theory.
Indices
These raw data are ordered into indices which are
measures of the main theoretical concepts.

The indices

are social class, role tension, value consensus, WestemMinnesota Marital Integration Index,

stera-Farber

Marital Integration Index,
The social class index was devised for the original
2
analysis, Eshleman and Hunt
• • • decided that education and occupation
were the most relevant and valid measures of
the social status dimension. Items were

SfeKenna, Edward, "Summary of Procedures in Marital
integration Index Construction,“ Unpublished document.

2

Eshleman and Hunt, op. cit., pp. 24-25,
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included in the survey schedule designed
to measure these variables. Since all of
the respondents were college students and
were naturally limited in the type of
employment open to them, and since by defi
nition as college students they would have
a generally high level of education with
little variability, the questions were asked
in terms of their parents' status• From the
education and occupation of the parent the
social status of each respondent was inferred.
For purposes of primary analysis, it was
decided to concentrate solely on heads of house
holds for the social status variable, or with
the father and father-in-law of the respondent.
Thus, in the analysis of social status among
the married student, social status background
is a more appropriate and exact phrasing since
it is not the social status level of the stu
dent that is the independent variable, but
rather the social status level of the father
of the married student. It is assumed that
this procedure is justifiable since children
assume the social status level of their parents.
The family gives each child his social status
placement and trains him into the culture of the
social class. A change in class or status
position of the parents means a change in status
position of the child, at least until the time
of emancipation. Since college is, for most
students, the initial factor in prolonged separa
tion of parents and children, it is assumed the
student will possess the value patterns and
style of life of his family orientation.
In order to help decide whether education and occupa
tion did contribute highly to a person's social class a
Pearson product moment was computed between education and
occupation.

The results were:

.779 for the fathers-in-law.^

.799 for the fathers and
Since these two variables

explain 60 to 64 per cent of the variance, it was decided
to use them.

Eshleman and Hunt, op. cit., p. 27.
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Each measure of education and occupation was equally
adjusted for the final social class index.
This was accomplished by multiplying each
variable by a constant and adding the results.
The constant was determined by computing the
median. As the distributions were highly
skewed, the median was selected as the appro
priate statistic. The median years of educa
tion for the father was 11.09 and the median
occupational level (as determined by the
North Hatt occupational index) was 68.8. The
occupation median was divided by the educa
tion median with a result of 6.2. All
education scores were multiplied by the
stated figure, and then added to the original
North-Hatt score for occupation. To simplify
the resulting measure and to make it more
meaningful, the score was divided by three.1
These social status background scores ranged from 13
to 72 for all 282 respondents.
into three groups.

These scores were divided

After examining the occupations and

education levels, it was determined that a score of 50
or more was needed to be in the upper class (business
executives, professionals and marginal professionals with
the greatest amount of formal education); that a score of
40 to 49 was needed to be in the middle class (businessmen,
clerks, secretarial and minor governmental workers with a
higher level of formal education); and that a score of
less than 40 was needed to be in the lower class (unskilled,
semi-skilled or skilled manual workers with the least

^Eshleman and Hunt, op. cit., p. 28.
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amount of formal education).

In the present study the

husband8s social class was employed to determine the
couple's social class.
The findings reported include 249 married
male students with 67 classified as "high
social status background", 111 classified as
"middle social status background", 65 classified
as "low social status background", and 2 "no
response".2
The next four indices were employed to measure marital
3
integration.
The role tension and value consensus indices
each comprised half of the marital integration indices.
4
Farber stated that values were the ends of the marriage
and roles were the means to the ends.

The family members

not only must have agreed on the ends for the family as a
group, but they must have been willing to make sacrifices
and commitments to roles that these ends demand.
When family members failed to coordinate roles effec
tively, the system of roles was in a state of tension.
Tempers may flare, arguments may occur,
affectionate demonstrations may cease, decisions
may be imposed, the actors may become sullen or
avoid conversation. As these behaviors become
the expected instead of the exceptional action

^Eshleman and Hunt, loc. cit., p. 29.
2ibid.
3ibid.
4

Farber, "An Index of Marital Integration," op. cit.,
pp. 117-1345
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in the association, they tend to be attributed
to the other person or actor as part of the
self.
Conformity to role expectations is .
then considered superficial and difficult.

Family integration thus had two facets:

1) integra

tion of ends that was defined as ". . . consensus on the
9
rank-ordering of values by the family members . . . "
2) integration of means, " . . .

which for the purpose of

the construction of the index is restricted to the mutual
3
coordination of domestic roles."
In the present study
marital integration was examined and not family integra
tion because this study dealt with the husband and wife.
The degree of marital integration was determined by the
extent the husband and wife agreed on the rank ordering
of values and the degree of tension they perceived in
their relationship.
The instrument to measure the consensus of values
was devised by Farber.
were:

4

The list of ten domestic values

a place in the community, healthy and happy children,

companionship, personality development,

satisfaction in

affection shown, economic security, emotional security,

1ibid.

o
Farber,
p. 119.
3

"An Index of Marital Integration," op. cit.,

xbxd.

4
ibid.
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moral and religious unity, everyday interest, and a
home.

These values were to he ranked by the husband

and wife separately in the order of decreasing importance
to family success,

(see Appendix B, Part 1)

Spearman's

rank-order correlation was employed to measure the extent
of agreement between husband and wife.

A technique of

placing the coefficients into nine categories was obtained
from Hill.1

The categories, ordinal index numbers, and

frequencies are:
Value Consensus (n=180)
Category

Frequency

1 (high value
consensus)
2

.70 to .99

10

.50 to .69

12

3

.30 to .49

30

4

.10 to .29

34

5

.00 to .09

16

6

-.01 to -.09

16

7

o
H
•
f

to -.29

35

8

-.30 to -.49

18

9 (low value
consensus)

-.50 to -.99

9

Index Number

The number one was considered high value consensus and nine
was low value consensus.

This technique enables the

^ill, Reuben, "Instructions for Scoring the Farber
Scales." Paper from the University of Minnesota, 1960.
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combining of the value consensus index and role tension to
form the Westera-Minnesota Marital Integration scale.
In the creation of the role tension index only the
ten more negative traits were used.

The order of the

sixteen traits (the traits used in the index are marked
with an asterisk*) are:

sense of humor, sense of duty,

stubborn*, gets angry easily*, easily hurt*, nervous or
irritable*, easygoing, moody*, jealous*, likes to take
responsibility, dominating or bossy*, critical of others,
easily excited*, shy, likes belonging to organizations,
easily depressed*, and self-centered*.
part 2)

(See Appendix B,

The ratings and weights for each trait were:

very much (0), considerably (1), somewhat (2), a little
(3), and hasn't the trait at all (4).
ratings:

There were four

the husband rated himself and his spouse and

the wife rated herself and her spouse.

The four scores

were added to arrive at the final index of role tension.
nA high numerical score is regarded as indicating high
integration (i.e., low marital role tension) and a low
numerical score as denoting low integration (i.e., high
role tension)."*- Like the value consensus scale the role
tension scores were placed into categories and assigned
ordinal numbers.

These categories, ordinal index numbers,

^Farber, "An Index of Marital Integration," op. cit.,
p. 120.
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and frequencies are:

1

Role Tension (n=180)
Index Number

Category

Frequency

1 (low role
tension)
2

144 to 121

22

120 to 114

14

3

113 to 105

23

4

104 to

96

38

5

95 to

88

26

6

87 to

80

18

7

79 to

73

11

8

72 to

65

14

9 (high role
tension)

64 to

47

14

The number one signified low role tension and nine repre
sented high role tension.
The final formation of the marital integration index
was constructed by arbitrarily adding ordinal scores on
the consensus and marital-role tension indices.

Thus, a

low score such as 2 represented a high marital integration,
that is, low role tension and high value consensus, while
a high score of 18 signified a low marital integration
(high role tension and low value consensus)•

^Hill, op. cit.
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Western-Minnesota Marital Integration Index
Index Number

Raw Score

Frequencies

1 (high marital
integration)
2

2-3

3

4-5

23

3

6-7

19

4

8-9

47

5

10-11

36

6

12-13

25

7

14-15

17

8 (lowmarital
integration)

16-17

10

Since Farber

employed quartiles instead of categories

in his final construction of his marital integration index,
it was decided to construct a similar index to approach
Farber1s original analysis.

All four indices are reported

to demonstrate the performance of each.

This was done in

order to help future researchers utilizing this instrument.
The construction of the Westem-Farber Marital
Integration Index began by dividing the value consensus
scores and role tension scores each into four equal groups.
Each one of these groups received an index number from
1 to 4,

The number one represented higher marital integra

tion in each case.

Role tension and value consensus were

4

JL

Farber, "An Index of Marital Integration," op. cit.,
p. 121.
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combined to form sixteen combinations.

These sixteen

combinations were ranked in their order to highest
marital integration to lowest integration.

By computing

the averages of the raw scores in each subgroup, it was
determined which groups could be combined and how they
should be ranked.

The final results are in Table II.

The combinations were reduced to ten and given a new
index number from 0 to 9.
TABLE II:

Westem-Farber Marital Integration Index (n=l80)

Index Number

Combination

Frecuency

0 (high)

1-1

12

1

1-2, 2-1

27

2

1-3, 3-1

21

3

2-2

11

4

2-3, 3-2

24

5

1-4, 4-1

19

6

3-3

11

7

2-4, 4-2

18

8

3-4, 4-3

21

9 (low)

4-4

16

Zero represented high marital integration and nine low
marital integration.
In summary the marital integration indices represent
the combination of two subscales:

role tension and value
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consensus.

A low role tension score and a high value

consensus score would represent high marital integration
and the reverse would represent low marital integration.
1
Farber has done some validity and reliability checks
on his marital integration index.

In October, 1956, he

administered this instrument to 136 couples who had been
contacted through parents5 organizations for promoting
the welfare of the mentally retarded.

Couples that "never

regretted" marriage had higher marital integration than
couples who reported that they had regretted their marriage
a few times.

The chi-square of 18.172 was significant at

the 501 level.
With the same sample Farber

2

asked these couples to

respond separately to a happiness scale in relation to
their marriage.

The happiest couple had the highest

marital integration score.

The chi-square of 15.133 was

significant at the .01 level.
These two indices of personal adjustment supported a
positive relationship between marital integration and
personal adjustment.

^Farber, "An Index of Marital Integration," loc. cit.,
pp. 131-132.
Farber, "An Index of Marital Integration," loc. cit.,
p . 132 •
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McHale and Farber

1

found that when values were in

conflict and tension existed, parents could not develop
consistent patterns of child raising,,

2

In other studies completed by Farber

with mentally

retarded children and family integration, it was found
that families with high integration could cope better
with the mentally retarded child than families with low
integration.

Other measures of remaining variables were

measured by the response of the subject to questions from
the interview schedule.

^Farber, Bernard, and McHale, Julia, op. cit., pp. 65-69.
2
Farber, Bernard, “Effects of a Severely Mentally
Retarded Child on Family Integration," op. cit.
Farber, Bernard, "Family Organization and Crises:
Maintenance of Integration in Families with a Severely
Mentally Retarded Child,” op. cit.
Farber, Bernard, "Marital Integration as a Factor in
Parent-Child Relations," op. cit., pp. 1-14.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

CHAPTER THREE - FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
The raw data has been analyzed by the use of inductive
and descriptive statistics.

Statistics were employed to

reduce the 180 cases to meaningful numbers in the form of
means and correlation coefficients.

The specific statis*

tical tests used were: the student5s t-test s one-way
2
analysis of variance , Pearson's Product-Moment Correla3
4
tion Coefficient , and partial correlation . For these
statistical tests the assumption was made that the sample
was a random sample in time and the distribution was
normal.

It was decided that .10 level for a one tailed

test was ample for statistical significance.

The .10

level of probability falls short of the traditionally
used .05 level in the assignment of significance for
statistical generalizations.

The decision to use the

.10 level was primarily based on the homogeneity of the
sample of married college students which restricted ranges
of variables measured.

For example:

the designation of

social classes is made according to the range of statuses
found in the sample.

The differences found between upper

^Blalock, Hubert M. Jr., Social Statistics. (New York:
McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 19<>0), pp. 174-175.
2
Blalock, loc. cit., pp. 250-251.
3
Blalock, loc. cit., p. 287.
4
Blalock, loc. cit., p. 334.
50
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and lower classes are far smaller than in many other
populations.

The use of the .10 level is designed to

compensate for these factors without violating the basic
logic of generalization from inductive statistics.
Statistical significance depicts only certain sample
differences which would not occur frequently by chance if
there were no differences whatsoever in the population.
These statistical significances tell nothing directly
about the magnitude or importance of the differences,
1
but that there is a difference in the sample.
The tables contain means, correlation of coefficients,
levels of significance, and hypothesized direction of means.
The means are from the four indices described in the second
chapter:

Western-Farber1s Marital Integration Index,

Westem-Minnesota* s Marital Integration Index, Value
Consensus Index, and Role Tension Index.

The lower num

bers in every case stand for high marital integration,
and the larger numbers represent low marital integration.
Since the comparison of the two means could be confusing,
H will signify the hypothesized direction and N will
indicate that the means are not in the hypothesized
direction.
The H and N of the hypothesized direction are not to
be confused with statistical significance.

These trends

1
'"Blalock, loc. cit., p. 126.
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of the means could occur by chance as well as not.

They

are reported to aid in understanding the tables and to
point out general trends.

These H's and N's are included

because many of the hypotheses did not achieve statistical
significance.

If this theory is tested on different popu

lations, these trends might be helpful.
Inasmuch as these instruments have been recently
developed, all four indices are reported.

The indices are

the two marital integration scales with the two subcomponents
value consensus and role tension.
a complete picture.

This is intended to give

If these instruments are utilized

again, the researcher can note the performance on each
scale.
The findings and interpretations are presented in
terms of orderly replacement and its three crucial areas:
mate selection, social critics, and family commitments.
The research hypothesis in each specific area is accepted
if half or more than half of the indices have statistical
significance.

Each general hypothesis is accepted if half

or more than half of the research hypotheses are accepted.
The main proposition is accepted if half or more than half
of the general hypotheses have been accepted.

To guard

against one index being statistically significant by chance,
half of the indices is employed as the limit of acceptance.
With two statistically significant indices, the chance factor
is reduced and the relationship more reasonably assured.
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Mate Selection
Fsrhsr

1

states the importance of mate selection:

Rules of mate selection in a society
are of crucial importance in determining the
extent to which family culture will be pre
served from one generation to the next«
Marriage of children presents to each family
the possibility of having the transmission
of its culture interrupted by the introduction
of contradictory values from the other family 8
If in the extreme case of bilateral kinship
structure each adult individual is a potential
mate of any other adult of the opposite sex, the
universal, permanent availability of adults
should have a profound influence upon mate
selection.
First, in hypothesis A. 1. a., marital integration
was predicted to be positively related to the husband's
age at the time of his marriage.

It was believed that

the older the man at the time of marriage the more likely
he and his wife would be able to achieve high marital
integration.

The correlations revealed no strong rela

tionship and three of them were in the opposite predicted
direction.

(See Table III)

The age categories did not discriminate as well as
expected, and as a result, the male's age was found to
be unrelated to marital integration.
A related hypothesis, A. 1. b., stated that marital

Farber, Family:
op. cit., p. l35T

Organization and Interaction,
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TABLE III:

Correlations Between Marital Integration and
Male's Age at Time of Marriage (n=l65)

Correlation

Index

Level
of
Significance*

Hypothesized
Direction**

Western-Farber's
Marital Integration
Index (Mil)

.023

NS

N

western-Minnesota's
Marital Integration
Index (Mil)

.010

NS

N

.026

NS

N

-.008

NS

H

Value Consensus
Index
Role Tension
Index

*NS = not significant
**H * hypothesized direction
N = not in hypothesized direction

integration was positively related to the wife's age at
the time of marriage.

This implies that the younger the

wife at the time of marriage the lower their marital
integration.

All the correlations were in the predicted

direction, but were not statistically significant.

(See

Table IV)
Older persons were thought to have more maturity
when they married.

Thus it was assumed they would achieve

higher marital integration and would be more involved in
orderly replacement.

However, after examining the findings,

this assumption was not upheld.
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TABLE IV:

Correlations Between Marital Integration and
Age of Wife at the Time of Marriage (n=165)

Corre
lation

index

Level
of
Signif
icance

Hypoth
esized
Direc
tion

Westera-Farber's Mil

-.066

NS

H

Western-Minnesota9s Mil

-.079

NS

H

Value Consensus Index

-.096

NS

H

Role Tension Index

-.026

NS

H

Kirkpatrick and Cotton1 reported similar findings from
an experimental design study:

ages of spouses were not

found to be consistently and significantly related to
reported marital adjustment.

However, Burgess and Wallin

2

reported that for males between 22 and 30 and females
between 20 and 29 at the time of marriage had higher
marital success.

The research hypotheses on age were

rejected because no indices were statistically significant
Second, social class, determined by the education and
occupation of the fathers and the fathers-in-law, was not
very predictive.

Although in hypothesis A. 2. a. it was

predicted that intraclass couples would have higher

^Kirkpatrick, Clifford and Cotton, John, "Physical
Attractiveness, Age and Marital Adjustment," American
Sociological Review. XVI (1951), p. 85.
^Burgess, Ernest W., and Wallin, Paul, Engagement
and Marriage. (New York: Lippincott, 1953)s p. 500.
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marital integration than interclass couples, this was not
found to be true.

The comparison of means showed a trend

in the opposite direction.
compare means.

Three out of four means were opposite the

predicted direction.
TABLE V:

The t-test was employed to

(See Table V)

Means of Marital Integration and Social Class
Hypoth
esized
t-test Direction

IntraSocial
Class

InterSocial
Class

Western-Farber

4.52

4.43

.20 NS

N

Western-Minnesota

4.63

4.56

.23 NS

N

Value Consensus

5e28

4.93

.99 NS

N

Role Tension

4.39

4.68

-.76 NS

H

64

103

Index

n=

Social class did not have the predictive value that
was expected.

This could be due to an invalid construc

tion of the index, the relative homogeneity of the class
dimension on a college campus, or that social class was
not very important in determining marital integration.
It was also hypothesized in A. 2. b. that in intraclass
marriages, the higher the social class, the higher the
marital integration.

This was due to upper class persons

who emphasize more orderly replacement values because they
have their wealth at stake, and they want their family
culture to continue as it is.

One-way analysis was
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employed to compare the means of the three classes.
An F-ratio of 3.15 at the .05 level of significance had
to be reached to reject the null hypothesis that all
three groups were equal.^

The highest F-ratio was 1.25;

and thus, the null hypothesis was accepted.

Social class

was not related to marital integration as was expected.
Goode's

2

ideas were unsupported in this analysis.

Ke

stated that disruptions are most important to the upper
social strata who have more at stake and wish to control
3
the love pattern. Also, Hollingshead reported that the
class of residential area one lived in was a great
determining factor in who married whom.
The social class of this study was not assumed to be
identical to other concepts of social class.
and Hunt

4

Es'nleman

state:

The authors do not assume or make the
assertion that the social status index used
in the present study equals or is represen
tative of social class in American society
or approximates the social class indices of
studies such as those by Lynd,5 Warner,6

^Blalock, op. cit., p. 453.
o

Goode, William, "The Theoretical Importance of Love,"
American Sociological Review. XXIV (1959), p. 42.
3Hollingshead, August B., "Cultural Factors in the
Selection of Marriage Mates,” American Sociological Ke v i e w .
XV (October 1950), p. 625.
^Eshleman and Hunt, op. cit., p. 3 0 i
^Lynd, Robert S., and Lynd, Helen M . , Middletown:
A
Study in American Culture, (New York:
Harcourt, Brace, 1929).
Warner, W. Lloyd, and Lunt, Paul S., The Social Lift? of
a M o d e m Community. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1942).
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Davis

1

or Hollingshead.

2

Third, the theory predicted in hypothesis A. 3. that
couples who knew each other for a longer time before
marriage would have higher marital integration#

This was

due to the fact that the couple could work out many per
sonal problems before their marriage.

This assumes, of

course, that they concentrated on adjusting to each other
and not simply existing with each other.

There was a

slight trend to support the hypothesis with all the cor
relations in the predicted direction, and one was signifi3
cant at the .05 level.
(See Table VI)
TABLE VI: Correlations Between Marital Integration and
___________ Length of Time Spouses Knew Each Other (n=179)
Hypoth
esized
Direction

Corre
lation

Level of
Signif
icance

Western-Farber*s Mil

-.141

.05

H

Western-Minnesota*s Mil

-.082

NS

H

Value Consensus Index

-.048

NS

H

Role Tension Index

-.078

NS

H

Index

^Davis, Allison, Gardner, Burleigh B., and Gardner,
Mary R., Deep South, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
1942).
2
Hollingshead, August, Elmtown* s Youth, (New York:
Wiley, 1949).
3
Fisher, R. A., and Yates, F., Statistical Tables for
Research Workers. (Edinburgh: Oliver and Boyd, Ltd., 1^4§),
p. 54. With an n=l75 at the .05 level of significance, a
correlation of .124 is needed for it to be statistically
significant.
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It was expected that a couple who knew each other
for a longer period of time would have a better chance
to understand each other and work out problems with kin.
Although the Western-Farber Mil scale was statistically
significant9 the research hypothesis was rejected because
only one index was statistically significant.
The fourth and last factor involved in mate selection
was religion.

In hypothesis A. 4. it stated that couples

with the same religious preference at the time of marriage
would have higher marital integration.

The t-test was

employed to compare means and showed that none were
statistically significant but were in the predicted direc
tion.

(See Table VII)

TABLE VII:

Means of Marital Integration and Religious
Preference Prior to Marriage

Index

Same
Pref
erence

Differ
ent
Pref
erence

tTest

Hypoth
esized
Direc
tion

Western-Farber Mil

4.46

4.75

-.59 NS

H

Western-Minnesota Mil

4.55

4.80

-.82 NS

H

Value Consensus

4.98

5.32

-.87 NS

H

Role Tension

4.60

4.75

-.37 NS

H

132

45

n=

If the bride and groom had the same religious pref
erence, it was expected that they would be more inclined
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to orderly replacement and better marital integration
than if they had different preferences because the same
religion lends support to these ideas in the same way.
Although the trends were in the predicted direction, there
was no statistical support.
Summary:

The hypothesis was rejected.

In mate selection the variables of religious

preference at the time of marriage, female's age at time of
marriage, and the length of time the couple knew each other
were in the hypothesized direction in relationship to the
couple’s marital integration.

The only statistically

significant test was Western-Farber Mil and length of time
the couple knew each other.

The variables of social class

and male's age at the time of marriage were not related
at all to marital integration.

In this study the research

hypotheses in mate selection were all rejected.

Thus the

general hypothesis that marital integration is positively
related to mate selection factors which reflect orderly re
placement was rejected.

One explanation is that the popula

tion was very homogeneous.

Most of these married college

students may be compared to middle class persons in that
they are generally deferring their gratification.

Conse

quently, premarital factors may have been overshadowed by
the present homogeneous situation of these couples.
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Social Critics
Farber* states that social critics are:
. . . required to evaluate the strategies
developed by the family members in terms of
their long-run effects (that is, effects on
orderly replacement of generations). Other
wise, the nuclear family tends to judge
adequacy of its strategies in organization
by "what works" in coping with short-runproblem s.
People outside the nuclear family such as parents,
ministers, and priests are the strongest social critics.
2
Farber and Zimmerman believe without powerful leadership
from the social critics, especially the kinship, there
would be insufficient pressure to prevent the members of
the nuclear family from pursuing their individualistic
desires.
First, parents in hypothesis B. 1. a. were predicted
to be influential in mate selection with their approval or
disapproval of the marriage.

If the parents approved of

the marriage, the couple would have higher marital inte
gration than those couples whose parents disapproved of
the marriage.

In Table VIII the husbands whose parents

approved of the marriage did not have higher marital inte
gration scores than the husbands whose parents disapproved
of the marriage.

From a descriptive prospective, however,

three out of four tests were in the predicted direction.

^Farber, Family:
p. 190.

Organization and Interaction, op. cit.,

2
Farber, loc. cit., p. 193.
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TABLE VIII:

Means of Marital Integration and Husbands’
Parents' Approval of the Marriage
Paren
tal Ap
proval

Index

Paren
tal Dis
approval

tTest

Hypoth
esized
Direction

Western-Farber Mil

4.38

4.60

-.17 NS

H

Western-Minnesota Mil

4.56

4.60

-.05 NS

H

Value Consensus

4.99

5.80

-.81 NS

H

Role Tension

4.60

4.00

.54 NS

H

TZ§

US

n=

As can be seen in Table IX, wife's parental approval in
hypothesis B* 1. b» was more of a contributing factor to
the couple's marital integration than was the husband's
parents' approval#

Even though the means were in the

predicted direction, and the Western Farber scale showed
the relationship to be statistically significant at the
stated .10 level, both research hypotheses were rejected
for the lack of more support.

(See Table IX)

Parental approval was believed to be a key variable
in predicting a couple's marital integration because
parents aid the couple in orderly replacement and transmiting family culture.

Sussman^ found that when parents

disapproved of a marriage and predicted trouble for the

^Sussman, Marvin B., "Family Continuity: A Study of
Factors Which Affect Relationships Between Families at
Generational Levels," (Doctoral Thesis, Yale University,
1951), p. 56.
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TABLE IX:

Means of Marital Integration and Wives'
Parents' Approval of the Marriage

Index

Paren
tal Ap
proval

Paren
tal Dis
approval

tTest

Hypoth
esized
Direction

Western-Farber Mil

4.32

5.31

-1.34( .10) H

Western-Minnesota MIX

4.50

5.06

-1.27 NS

H

Value Consensus

5.01

5.50

-.84 NS

H

Role Tension

4.46

5.06

-.98 NS

H

148

16

n=

couple, they consciously or unconsciously made trouble in
order to be able to say, 1fI told you so”.
disapproval can lead to maladjustment.

This continual

In the present

study there was some support, but it was not strong.
Parsons^ commented, " . . .

the American open system tends

strongly tc a pattern of purely personal choice of marriage
partners without important parental influence”.

He con

tinued that this limitation did not impede kinship; for
the obligation of being "in love" still existed.

These

subjective sentiments of the spouse obliged the couple
to some institutional sanctions of orderly replacement,
for instance the husband provides for his family.
Another index of parental influence on the young
couples was the number of visits to their parents and

Parsons, Talcott, "Kinship System of the Contempor
ary United States," American Anthropology. XLV (January
1943), pp. 30-31.
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in-laws*

It was predicted in hypothesis B. 2. a* and

B* 2* b. that couples who made more visits would have
higher integration.

A first order correlation was

computed controlling for distance*

(See Table X and

Table XI)
TABLE X:

Correlation Between Marital Integration and
Number of Visits to Parents of Husband
Controlling for Distance (n=l77)

Corre
lation

Hypoth
esized
Direc
tion

Western-Farber Mil

-.022

NS

H

Western-Minnesota MIX

--046

NS

H

i
•
00

Index

Level
of
Significance

.01

H

.05

NS

N

Value Consensus
Role Tension

TABLE XI:

Correlation Between Marital Integration and
Number of Visits to Parents of Wife
Controlling for Distance (n=177)

Index

Corre
lation

Level
of
Signif—
icance

Hypoth
esized
Direc
tion

1109

=.10

NS

w

Western-Minnesota Mil

-.061

NS

H

Value Consensus

-.157

.05

H

.013

NS

H

Role Tension
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Visiting parents was expected to influence and
support the couple*s marital integration through exposure
to orderly replacement.

The correlations were not strong,

but the value consensus index in each case was statistically
significant.

Nevertheless, the two research hypotheses on

visiting of parents were rejected, because one index was
deemed insufficient to support these hypotheses.
These findings are inconsistent with Fried!*s

I

study

in Greece on the role of kinship ties as a mechanism for
maintaining urban-rural connections.

In this European

setting the transmission of family culture was handed
down through the means of visiting kinship.

This aided

relatives moving from rural to urban life in maintaining
their rural culture. However, in the United States
2
Burgess and Wallin reported that marital adjustment and
number of visits per year to parents had no consistent
pattern.
The second strong social critic was religion and its
administrators, who reinforced family values.

Religious

preference prior to marriage showed some influence on
marital integration.

After the couple had been married

for some years, similarity of religious preference as
predicted in hypothesis B. 3. differentiated even more

“Friedl, E., "Role of Kinship in the Transmission of
National Culture to Rural Villages in Mainland Greece,11
American Anthropology. LXI (February 1959), pp. 31-34.
2
Burgess and Wallin, op. cit., p. 541.
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the couple's marital integration.

Three out of four

indices are statistically significant at the .10 level.
(See Table XII)
TABLE XII:

Keans of Marital Integration and
Religious Preference

Index

Same
Pref
erence

Differ
ent
Pref
erence

tTest

Hypoth
esized
Direction

Western-Farber Mil

4.42

5.50

-lo 38 (.10)

H

Western-Minnesota Mil

4.53

5.24

-1.59 (.10)

H

Value Consensus

5.05

5.36

Role Tension

4.52

5.55

165

15

n=

-.50

H

NS

H

-1.51 (.10)

The hypothesis was accepted because couples who pre
ferred the same religion had higher marital integration
on three out of the four indices.

Landis*- in his study

of mixed marriages agreed with the above fi'

-ngs.

He

stated that interfaith marriages entailed more hazards
and divorces than did couples of the same faith.

Also,

couples who had different religious preferences at the
time of marriage and changed to the faith of the other
spouse better their chances of "success" than those
couples retaining their different faiths.

*"Landis, Judson T., "Marriages of Mixed and Non-Mixed
Religions," American Sociological Review. XIV (1949),
p. 407.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

67
In hypothesis B. 4. it was predicted that couples
of the same faith who attend church more frequently will
have higher marital integration than couples who attend
less frequentlyc

It was expected that more exposure to

orderly replacement values of family unity would inspire
greater marital integration.
Although there was a high correlation between hus
b a n d ^ frequency and wife's frequency (.93), one-way
f l W O 1
UA1U

«
OAC

W

WCU

^<S

A

A

M

A

A

* A

A A A A A A k J
ACAOAU

A
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wv

a
w uc

frequency of both of them attending church and marital
integration.

Burchinal

I

completed a study on 256 couples

and found that church attendance and membership were
probably not valid indices of religious orientation or
marital satisfaction.
Participation in religious clubs, hypothesis B. 5.,
demonstrated a slight trend toward higher integration.
(See Table XIII)
It was predicted and somewhat supported that marital
integration was higher for couples participating in
religious clubs than couples who did not.

Religion sup

ports and promotes values of family unity, loyalty, and
familism.

In Table XIII the Western-Farber Mil was

statistically significant and the other tests were in the

^Burchinal, L. G., "Marital Satisfaction and Religious
Behavior," American Sociological Review. XXII (June 1957),
p. 306.
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predicted direction; but the research hypothesis was
rejected as only one index was statistically significant.
TABLE XIII:

Means of Marital Integration and Participation
in Religious Clubs

Participation

No
Participaticn

Western-Farber MIX

3.25

4.60

We stem-Minnesota MIX

4.17

4.62

-.89

NS

H

Value Consensus

4.67

5.10

-.65

NS

H

Role Tension

4.17

4.62

-.65

NS

H

166

14

Index

n=
Summary:

Hypothesized
Direction

tTest

-1.60 (.10)

H

The social critic variables of parents and

religion exhibited very little potential in predicting
marital integration-

Marital integration was statistically

higher for couples of the "same religious preference” after
marriage than those of different faiths.

Also couples

participating in religious clubs showed a tendency to
possess a higher marital integration than couples not
involved in religious clubs.

Visiting of parents and

parental approval of the couple's marriage showed some
relationship to the couple's marital integration, but the
relationship was not strong.

Out of the seven research

hypotheses only one was accepted.

Consequently, the

general proposition that marital integration is positively
related to involvement with social critics was rejected.
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Family Commitments
Family commitments are those commitments or activities
which help preserve the union of husband and wife and/or
family.

These commitments aid orderly replacement by

maintaining a stable union.

Farber*’ states:

Implicit in the notion of permanent
availability is the assumption by individuals
that they might be able to “do better" in
another marriage. They may begin the new
marriage with the belief that this marriage,
because of high personal commitment, is the
best of all possible marriages for them.
However, the factors which create the commit
ment and those which maintain the personal
commitment
r*0v the oeuic» TucjTc XS uucii a
tendency for personal commitments to wither
with the passage of time.
Consequently, if the couple wants to achieve or maintain
high marital integration, they must develop family commit
ments.
One of the strongest commitments a couple could make
to continue its family culture is to have and raise
children.

Children, at least physically, insure orderly

replacement.

Having children, as hypothesized in C. 1. a.,

proved to be the strongest predictor of marital integration.
It was especially noticeable in value consensus of the
couple.

Three of the four t-tests showed a t value statis

tically significant at the .05 level and the other score

^Farber, Family: Organization and Interaction,
op. cit., pp. 365-366.
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was in the predicted direction.
accepted.
TABLE XIV:

Thus, the hypothesis was

(See Table XIV)
Means of Marital Integration and the
Presence of Children
Kypothesized
Direction

Chil
dren

No
Chil
dren

Western-Farber MIX

4.12

4.87

-1.79 (.05)

H

Western-Minnesota Mil

4.32

4.84

-2.03 (.01)

H

Value Consensus

4.64

5.48

-2.54 (.01)

H

Role Tension

4.49

4.68

87

93

Index

n=

tTest

-.54

NS

H

In this college setting, student couples with children
possessed higher marital integration.

In other studies

concerning children and marital adjustment there is little
consensus.

Traditionally, children have been associated

with happy marriages as supported by Popenoe.1

He found

a positive relationship between the number of children and
2
the happiness in marriage. In 1920 Davis wrote that

Popenoe, Paul, Modern Marriage. (2nd ed.), (New York:
The Macmillan Co., 1940), p. £68,
2

Davis, Katherine, Factors in the Sex Life of 2200
Women. (New York: Harper and Brothers, 19?9), p.’ 4/ .
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happiness increased for wives with several children.
M o n a h a n ® s t u d y indicated that children were not as
great a stabilizing factor as prior research suggested.
2
Hamilton found no relationship between children and
3
marital happiness. Mowrer and Mowrer discovered an
inverse relationship between marital adjustment and
4
family size. In the college setting Nygreen and
Christensen and Philbriek^ revealed that college couples
with children had lower marital adjustment#
The present findings are opposed to the more recent
studies.

However, the theory does predict couples with

children to have higher marital integration because chil
dren represent a personal commitment to continue the
marital union and develop the family culture.

Even though

this finding runs counter to most of the literature, it is
one of the chief commitments to orderly replacement and
has statistical support.

^Monahan, T. P., "Is Childlessness Related to Family
Stability?" American Sociological Review. XX (August 1955),
p. 447.
2
Hamilton, G. V., A Research in Marriage. (New York:
Lear Co., 1948), p. 511.
3
Mowrer and Mowrer, Domestic Discord.(Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1928), p. 38,
^Nygreen, Glen T., "Marital Adjustment in the University
of Washington Married Student Community." Unpublished Ph.D.
Dissertation, University of Washington, 1954, Publication
No. 8361, University Microfilms, Inc., Ann Arbor, Michigan*
^Christensen, Harold T., and Philbrick, Robert E.,
"Family Size as a Factor in the Marital Adjustment of College
Couples." American Sociological Review, XVII (June 1952),
pp. 311-3117
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Another factor involved was the planning of children.
In hypothesis C. 1. b. it was stated that couples who had
children and had planned them were hypothesized to possess
higher marital integration than couples who did not plan
their children.

The research hypothesis was rejected even

though three out of the four tests were in the predicted
direction; only the Westem-Minnesota Index was statistically
significant.
TABLE XV:

(See Table XV)

Means of Marital Integration and Couples
Who Planned Their Children

Index

Plan
ned

Not
Plan
ned

tTest

Hypoth
esized
Direction

3.88

4.34

-.72 NS

H

Westem-Minnesota Mil 4.21

4.44

-.59 NS

H

Value Consensus

4.18

5.02

-1.72 (.10)

H

Role Tension

4.73

4.36

.65 NS

N

33

54

Westem-Farber Mil

n=

The couples who planned their children did have slightly
higher marital integration scores.

Similarly Christensen

and Philbrick*’ also discovered in college marriages that
marital adjustment increases according to the ability of
couples to control fertility.

The findings concerning

children in this report and in the literature are

Libid.
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consistent if considered from 3urgess and Wallin’s*'
point of view.

They asserted that it was not so much

the presence or the absence of children that appears
to be important for marital success, but rather the
attitude toward children.

If both parents "desire very

much" offspring, then children added to the happiness of
the parents.

After reading the parents’ comments about

their children, it was evident that the children were
problems at times.
The second factor concerning family commitments was
the couple's social activities.

Orderly replacement theory

stressed that husband and wife should perform social
activities together.

In this investigation two different

hypotheses, C. 2. and C. 3., were employed to discover the
extent to which college couples engaged in social recrea
tion together.

The relationship between marital integration

and participation with spouse in social activities was very
slight.

There was one statistically significant test and

some weak correlations generally in the predicted direction.
(See Tables XVI, XVII, and XVIII)
It was theorized that couples who participate together
in social activities would have higher marital integration;
for the couple would be strengthening the marital unity

*"Burgess and Wallin, op. cit., p. 542.
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TABLE XVI:

Means of Marital Integration and Social
Activities Preferred with Wife
Hypoth
esized
Direction

With
Wife

With
out
Wife

Westem-Farber Mil

4.71

4.49

.40 NS

H

Westem-Minnesota Mil

4.71

4.60

.33 NS

H

Value Consensus

4.76

5.22

-1.07 NS

N

Role Tension

5.18

4.45

141

34

Index

n=

TABLE XVII:

tTest

1.61 (.10)

H

Correlation Between Marital Integration
And Whether Spouses Like the Same
Social Activities
Hypoth
esized
Direction

Corre
lation

Level of
Signif
icance

Westem-Farber hill

.103

NS

H

Westem-Minnesota Mil

.104

NS

H

-.002

NS

N

.014

NS

H

Index

Value Consensus
Role Tension

and not their individual desires.

Blood and Wolfe found

that a couple who share common leisure time activities
tended to have a "happier” marriage.

2

Benson

found that

^Blood, Robert 0., Jr., and Wolfe, Donald M., Husbands
and Wives. (New York: Free Press, 1960), p. 173.
2
Benson, op. cit., p. 279.
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couples enthusiastic about movies and individual wants were
not associated with happy marital adjustment.

With only

one statistical test and the means generally in the pre
dicted direction, the hypotheses were rejected,
TABLE XVIil:

Correlation Between Time Spent in
Recreation Without Wife (n=l79)

Corre
lation

Level
of
Signify
icance

Westem-Farber Mil

-.071

NS

H

Westem-Minnesota Mil

-.034

NS

H

Value Consensus

-.113

NS

H

.010

NS

N

Index

Role Tension

Hypoth
esized
Direction

Besides examining the couple's activities together,
the husband's membership and participation in campus clubs
was investigated.

Since only the male students were used

in this study, it was predicted in hypotheses D, 1, a,,
D, 1, b., D, 1. c., D. 1, d,, and D, 2,, that the husband's
involvement in academic, service, social, and athletic
clubs would result in lower marital integration for the
couple.

The wife was not a member of these clubs and

believed not to be involved.

The findings were only in

the hypothesized direction for the academic clubs.

The

social, athletic, and service clubs were consistently in
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the opposite hypothesized direction.

One index even

showed the service club involvement to be statistically
significant in the opposite direction.

All five research

hypotheses were rejected for lack of support.

(See Tables

XIX, XX, XXI, XXII, and XXIII)
TABLE XIX:

Means of Marital Integration and
Membership in Social Clubs
Not A
Mem
ber

Westem-Farber Mil

3.85

4.59

Westem-Minnesota Mil

4.40

Value Consensus
Role Tension

Index

Kypothesized
Direction

tTest
o
H
0
H
1

A
Mem
ber

NS

N

4.62

-.53 NS

N

4.75

5.11

-.69 NS

N

4.35

4.62

-.49 NS

N

n=

21

159

TABLE XX:

Means of Marital Integration and
Membership in Athletic Clubs
Hypoth
esized
Direction

A
Mem
ber

Not A
Mem
ber

Westem-Farber Mil

4.22

4.52

-.31 NS

N

Westem-Minnesota Mil

4.11

4.62

-.87 NS

N

Value Consensus

4.44

5.10

-.87 NS

N

Role Tension

4.44

4.60

-.14 NS

N

11

15?

Index

n=

tTest

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

TABLE XXI:

Means of Marital Integration and
Membership in Service Clubs
Hypoth
esized
Direction

A
Mem
ber

Not A
Mem
ber

Westem-Farber M U

4.00

4.54

-.62

NS

N

Westem-Minnesota Mil

4.09

4.63

-1.00

NS

N

Value Consensus

4. IB

5* 13

-1.38 (.10)

Role Tension

4.1S

4.62

11

169

Index

n=

TABLE XXII:

tTest

-.60

N

NS

N

Correlation Between Hours in Intercollegiate
Sports and Marital Integration (n=ll)

Index

Corre
lation

Level of
Signif
icance

Hypoth
esized
Direction

Westem-Farber Mil

-.037

NS

N

Westem-Minnesota Mil

-.036

NS

N

Value Consensus

-.230

.01

N

,224

.01

H

Role Tension

in Table XXII the correlations between hours in inter
collegiate sports and marital integration were interesting.
The value consensus scale showed the correlation significant
in the opposite predicted direction whereas the role tension
scale depicted the correlation in the hypothesized direction.
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This might mean that intercollegiate sports helped relieve
tensions, but there was a lack of consensus 01: the ends of
the marriage.
TABLE XXIil:

Marital Integration and Membership
In Academic Clubs (n=il)
A
Mem
ber

Not A
Mem
ber

tTest

Hypoth
esized
Direction

Westem-Farber MIX

4.44

4.71

.57 NS

H

Westem-Minnesota Mil

4.55

4.71

.55 NS

H

Value Consensus

4.96

5.38

1.10 NS

H

Role Tension

4.64

4.46

-.46 NS

N

Index

Overall, the means were in the opposite predicted
direction with the exception of academic clubs.

It was

believed that involvement in these types of clubs was
voluntary and the husband could afford the time.

However,

in the academic clubs, a man might have been pressured
from a department into joining even though he may not have
had the time.

This explanation should not be over-emphasized

for there was no relationship between participation in clubs
and marital integration.

The hypotheses were rejected.

Another commitment was the visiting of neighbors.
Since the neighbors were in a very similar environment,
it was predicted in hypothesis C. 4. that marital integra
tion would be related to the number of times they visited

Reproduced with permission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

79
the neighbors.

In Table XXII one correlation was statis

tically significant and the rest were in the predicted
direction,

(See Table XXIV)

Failure in finding two

indices with significant associations, the research
hypothesis was rejected.
TABLE XXIV:

Correlations Between Marital Integration
And Times Visiting Neighbors (n=180)

Corre
lation

Level of
Significance

Hypoth
esized
Direction

Westem-Farber Mil

-.103

NS

H

Westem-Minnesota Mil

-.084

NS

H

Value Consensus

-.134

.05

H

Role Tension

-.101

NS

H

Index

Benson* stated in his study about familism and
marital success, "A friendship interest may be significant
for (marital) adjustment because it shows a capacity for
good personal adjustment in general, or because in the pri
mary group the influence of friends may support the stability
and harmony of the marriage relationship”.
The last two areas to be considered were the jobs that
the husband was expected to do around the house and the
spouse's employment.

The husband's expected household jobs

were arranged into groups according to the amount of work

Benson, op. cit., p. 279.
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expected to do.

The index ranged from one light job

(taking out the garbage) to three heavy jobs (doing
dishes, cleaning house, and baby sitting).

Zero order

correlations were computed between the amount of house
hold work expected and marital integration.

It was

hypothesized in C. 5. that husbands who were expected
to do more household work would promote marital integra
tion.

This relationship was not born out; for the correla

tions were extremely weak and in the opposite direction.
(See Table XXV)
TABLE XXV:

Correlations Between Marital Integration and
Household Work Expected of Husband (n=180)

Corre
lation

Level of
Signif
icance

Hypoth
esized
Direction

Western-Farber Mil

.053

NS

N

Western-Minnesota Mil

.077

NS

N

Value Consensus

.088

NS

N

Role Tension

.030

NS

N

Index

The hypothesis was rejected because there was no
relationship between marital integration and household
jobs expected of the husband.

A possible explanation

might be that even though husbands were expected to do
the work, they did not do it.

Or if the husband did help

with certain household tasks, his aid tended to disrupt
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the wife's work*
The last considered area of family commitment was
the wife's and husband's employment.

The theory empha

sized that m e n the husband worked it was conducive to
orderly replacement and when the wife was employed out
side of the home, this accented her permanent availability*
Thus, it was predicted in hypothesis C. 5. that if the
husband worked, the couple would have higher marital
integration than if the husband did not work.

Further

more in hypothesis D. 3, if the wife was en^loyed, the
couple's marital integration would be lower than if she
was not employed.
TABLE XXVI:

(See Tables XXVI and XXVII)

Means of Marital Integration and
Wife's Employment
Wife
Does
Work

Wife
Does
Not
Work

tTest

Westem-Farber Mil

4.65

4.25

.90 NS

H

Westem-Minnesota Mil

4.69

4.41

1.03 NS

H

Value Consensus

5.24

4.79

1.31 (.10)

H

Role Tension

4.65

4.43

67

112

Index

n=

.48 NS

Hypoth
esized
Direction

H

The difference of means were in the predicted direc
tion for both the husband and wife and one test for women
working was statistically significant.

The traditional

values of having the husband work and not the wife had
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TABLE XXVII:

Means of Marital Integration and
Husband’s Employment
Husband
Does
Work

Husbjvid
Does
Not
Work

Westem-Farber Mil

4.49

4.55

-.18 NS

H

Westem-Minnesota Mil

4.51

4.74

-.85 NS

H

Value Consensus

5.05

5.11

-.14 NS

K

Role Tension

4.45

4.85

-1.09 NS

H

117

63

index

n=

some bearing on these college couples.

tTest

Hypothesised
Direction

However, there was

not sufficient support and the research hypotheses were
1
rejected. Farber comments on this permanent availability
situation where the married woman achieves some independence
2
and is taken out of the heme. Kirkpatrick noted that
women generally work to attain a higher standard of living
for themselves and their dependents.

This has upset the

traditional male role as wage-eamer, provider, protector
and representative of the family in the outside world.

This

could hinder marital success, but not necessarily.
1
Farber, Family: Organization and Interaction, op.
---------------Clt., pp. 118-TT5/ ----- -----2
Kirkpatrick, Clifford, The Family: As Process and
Institution, (New York: The Ronald Press Company, 1963).
pp. 131-155.
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Summary:

In the areas of family commitments, the

presence of children was the most powerful predictor of
marital integration, and was the only statistical signifi
cant hypothesis.

Couples who possess children had a

greater consensus of values and higher marital integration.
Also, if couples had planned the children whom they had,
their marital integration was somewhat higher than if they
did not plan the offspring.

Participating in social

activities as a couple had a slight influence on higher
marital integration.

The types of clubs the husband joined

did not follow the hypothesized direction of lower marital
integration for social, service, and athletic clubs.

Visit

ing the neighbors and wife's and husband's employment were
in the predicted direction.

However, since only one research

hypothesis was statistically significant, the general hypo
thesis that marital integration is positively related to
activities that involve commitments to the family has been
rejected.
In conclusion, the findings did not support the research
hypotheses.

Two important points of the theory concerning

children and religion were statistically significant.
However, four general hypotheses were rejected since only
two research hypotheses were supported.

Consequently, the

general proposition, that couples who have a high degree of
marital integration participate in activities that reinforce
orderly replacement, was not supported.
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CHAPTER POUR - SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
Since World War II the United States has witnessed
a new social phenomena---married college students*

Much

has been written about their problems, adjustments, hard
ships, and successes with the emphasis on the problems.
The aim of this study was to examine the college
married couple in a larger sphere of marital relationships
and family culture.

The problem under investigation was

to determine how the marital relationship of the couple
was associated with family behaviors conducive to orderly
replacement or permanent availability.

Employing the

theoretical construct of orderly replacement by Bernard
Farber, the general proposition predicted that couples
who had a high degree of marital integration participated
in activities that reinforced orderly replacement more
than couples with a low degree of marital integration.
Orderly replacement is a process that transmits the
norms, roles and values of the family culture without
change to succeeding generations.
choice and ideological.

The term is a strategic

It is postulated to provide a

basis for examining stability and the processes of change
from generation to generation in family life.

An orderly

replacement pattern of family life implies that values and
84
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norms relating to patterns of behavior in the family
remain constant from generation to generation and that
children are socialized to be duplicates of their parents.
Control of this process rests in the hands of the social
critics (kinship, minister, judge).

They provide sanc

tions on the family for lack of conformity.
The opposite strategic choice of orderly replacement
is permanent availability.

Permanent availability is that

all persons of the opposite sex are potential mates even
if one is married.

The emphasis is on mate-lover roles

rather than parent-spouse roles.

These roles stress

immediate gains and depend on personal attraction and
emotion.

Maintenance of marriage is a personal rather

than a kinship problem.

There are no restrictions on

patterns of intimate behavior or lineage considerations
and thus people are permanently available as potential
mates to all other cross-sex individuals.
These strategies are ideal types.

A family incorporates

both of these strategies, but generally stresses one over
the other.

The other main variable is marital integration,

which is a term that describes the couple's relationship.
The main features are the consensus of values and tension
in the marriage.
The hypothesized relationship between orderly replace
ment and marital integration was that if a couple had high
marital integration, they were more likely to participate
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in orderly replacement activities than couples of lower
marital integration.

The reasoning behind this relation

ship was that couples who had high marital integration
(high consensus of values and low tension) would be more
inclined to continue their relationship because of its
stability.

To insure the continuance of this stable union

they would utilize orderly replacement activities which
emphasize the group over the individual.

Couples of low

marital integration who by definition were in conflict,
would tend to discontinue the union by emphasizing perma
nent availability---individual over group desires.
The general hypotheses were in three areas:

mate

selection, social critics, and family commitments.

In

each area there were from four to eight specific research
hypotheses that were tested.

Farber's Marital Integration

Index was employed and an interview schedule was estab
lished to gather the data.

The data were collected from

both husband and wife living in married housing at Western
Michigan University in the spring of 1960.

The total us e 

ful interviews were 180 out of a possible 239.
The findings did not support the general proposition
nor were the four general hypotheses supported.

The

research hypotheses that were supported were those con
cerning the presence of children and possession of the
same religious belief.

In each case if the couple had

children or the same religious belief, they had a
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statistically higher marital integration than couples
who did not possess these.
Variables that were tested but had only one index
that supported the hypothesis which related it posi
tively to marital integration were:

parental approval

of marriage, visiting of parents, planning for children,
length of time spouse was known before marriage, belong
ing to religious clubs, and social activities with wife.
Variables that only depicted trends in the predicted
positive direction were:
before marriage,

w i f e ’s age, religious preference

like same social activities, visiting

neighbors, and husband working.

Variables which showed

some negative relationship to marital integration were
w i f e ’s employment and joining academic clubs.
the remaining variables showed no relationship:

Finally,
m a l e ’s

age, social class, interclass and intraclass marriages,
joining social or athletic or service clubs, and husband
doing housework.
The question from these findings was ho w these find
ings were to be explained.
for this lack of support.

Thtere were several reasons
First, the theory could be

incorrect or the hypotheses derived from it could be in
error.

Second, the concepts could have poor indicators

and thus not reflect the theory.
be poorly constructed.

Third, the indices could

Fourth, the data could have been

collected more thoroughly as to achieve a higher percent
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of useable schedules.

Lastly, the sample could have been

too homogeneous to discriminate among the couples.
In future studies these problems should be noted.
Possible future projects might include samples of dif
ferent strata of the population.

Also, a longitudinal

study should be employed to determine what does happen
to couples of high or low marital integration.

Another

important study would concern itself with analyzing
orderly replacement activities of one growing generation
and later their own orderly replacement activities when
they marry.
The merits of this project are:

1) that the theory

of orderly replacement was tested for one of the first
times; 2) that Farber®s instruments were tested on a
different type of sample from that of Farber®s; and 3)
more knowledge was gained concerning college couples.
In conclusion, the general proposition of marital
integration being related to orderly replacement was not
supported.

This theory should not be rejected nor should

the two supported research hypotheses be accepted because
there has to be more research on both.

However, in light

of this project the relationship between orderly replace
ment and marital integration is questioned.
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Western Michigan University
Center for Sociological Research
No.
Interviewer
Date
lo Sex: M__

F

2. Age___
Yes___

4. Are you a veteran?

3. Mate’s Age___

No___

5. What High School did you attend?
city

State

6 . What high school did your mate attend?
City

State

8 . Number of Children

7. Date of marriage:
Month

Year

9. Parental address:
City

State

City

State

10. In-law's address:
11. Student Classification:
Grad

Special

Fresh

Soph

-Jr

Sr

12. Curriculum

13. Semester hours you are now carrying:
14. Occupational goal:
15. Has goal changed since you have been in college?
Yes
No
IF YES: continue. IF NO: Go to #18.
16. How many times has your goal changed? _________________
17. Why have you changed your goal? _______________________

18. Have you ever changed your curriculum?
IF YES:

continue.

IF NO:

Yes

No

Go to #21.
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19, Number of times changed?
20. Reasons for changing? __

21. In what ways have your parents influenced you in your
curriculum and occupational choice? _________________

22. In what ways has your marriage influenced your curriculum
and occupational choice? ________________________________

23. Did you meet your mate while you were in college?
Yes

No___

24. Was your mate a college student?
IF YES:

continue.

Yes

IE NO;

No___

Go to #27.

25. Were you both attending the same college?

Yes

No___

26. Comments: ________________________________________________
27.

Did you discontinue school for any length of time after
you married?
IF NO:

Yes

No

IF YES:

continue.

Go to #30.

28. For how long? ________________________________________ _
29. Cossnents: ______________________________ ________________
30. Is your mate presently attending college?
IF YES:
IF NO:

Yes

No___

Question #31-33 inclusive, then go to #37.
Continue with #34.

31. Classification: ________________

32. Curriculum: _______

33. Number of semester hours now carrying: _________________
34«, Did your mate discontinue school because of marriage?
Yes

No

35. Comments:______________________
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36o What is the last grade of school your mate completed? ___
37. How long were you engaged to your mate? ___________ _____
38. Comments: _______________ _______________________________
39 o How long did you date your mate prior to engagement? ____
40. Comments: _______________________________________________
41. Was your father living at the time of your marriage?
Yes
No
42. Your mother? Yes
No___
IF NEITHER LIVING:

To to #46.

IF ONE OR BOTH LIVING:

continue.

43. Did your parent(s) approve
neutral

, disapprove

, or remain

when they learned of your marriage plans?

IF DISAPPROVED:

continue.

Otherwise go to #46.

44. Why did they disapprove? ________________________________
45.

How long did your parent(s) disapprove? ________________

46. Were your parents-in-law living at the time of your
marriage?
living

Both living
.

continue.

Did your parent(s) -in-law approve
or remain neutral
plans?

, neither

IF NEITHER LIVING: Go to #50.

IF ONE OR BOTH LIVING:
47.

, one living

, disapprove

»

when they learned of your marriage

IF DISAPPROVED:

continue.

Otherwise go to #50.

48. Why did they disapprove? __________________ ______________
49. How long did your parent(s)-in-law disapprove? __________
Which two (2) of these statements best describe your dating
experience before marriage?
each list.

Please select one(l) letter from

PRESENT CARD #1:
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52. In what ways

has

your marriage been especially

satisfactory?
53. In what ways has your marriage been especially difficult?

Please give me the two (2) letters that most accurately
describe your marriage experience and then the two (2)
letters that least describe your marriage experience.
PRESENT CARD #2:
54. Most accurately describe:

56.

G

H

E

F

A___ B___

55. Least describe:
G

D_ E___ F___

A___ B___ C___ D___

H___

How would you rate the effect of marriage on your study
habits?

Helps

hinders

no effect___

57. Comments: ______________________________________________
58. In general, are you satisfied with your grades?
Yes

Nc

59* Comments: ______________________

60. Since you first enrolled in college, have your grades
gone up

, down

* remained the same

with no constant pattern

« up and down

?

61. Comments: ________________________________________
62. How do you feel about your present major field of study?
Like it very much
all

•

. quite well

fair

, not at

63. Why? ___________________
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64. About how many hours did you study last week? ___________
65. Where did you study (number of hours)?
library

. work

Home

,

, other (specify) _________________ :
__

66. Does your mate help you with your assignments?
Yes

No___

67. In what ways?

Typing

5 checking work

«, other

(specify) _______________________________________________
68. Is your mate satisfied with your study habits?
Yes

69. Comments: _______________________

No

70. Are your parents and parental in-laws interested in your
school progress?

Yes

No___

71. Comments: _____________________________________ __________
72. How do you feel about their interest?
not interested enough

Too interested___ ,

, "just about right"

.

73. Comments: _______________________________________________
ASK ONLY IF FAMILY HAS CHILDREN.

Otherwise go to #78.

74. What are your children's birthdates? ____________________
Month
Year
Month

Year

Month

Year

Month

Year

75. How do your children affect your study habits? __________

76. Were your children planned?

Yes

No___

77. Comments: _____________________________________ _________
78. Do you feel that in a college family children aid family
adjustment___ , are no more of a problem than in other
families

, or are a definite handicap

?
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Please give me the letter of the statement which best
expresses your situation in regard to birth control.
PRESENT CARD #3:

A___ 3___ C__ D___ E___

80. What health problems in your family cause you worries or
interfere with your studies?

None

If mentioned,

specify ____________________________________ ____________
81. Are you employed this semester?
IF YES:

continue.

IF NO:

Yes

No___

Go to #88.

82. Approximately how many hours per week do you work? ______

83. What type of work are you doing? ______________________ _
84. Do you like this type of work?

Yes

No___

85. Why? ____________________________________________________
86. How does your job affect your grades?
hinders

, no effect

Helps

,

IF HELPS OR HINDERS: continue.

Otherwise, go to #88.
87. In what ways? ___________________________________________
88. What type of summer work do you do? _____________________
IF SAME TYPE OF WORK AS DURING SCHOOL YEAR: Go to #91.
Otherwise, continue.
89. Do you like this type of work?

Yes

No___

90. Why? ____________________________________________________
91. How many different jobs have hou held since you entered
college? ______

92. Comments___________________________

93. Is your mate employed this semester?
IF YES:

continue.

IF NO:

Yes

No___

Go to #97.
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94. Approximately how many hours per week? __________________
95. Type of work: ___________________________________________
96. Type of summer work? ____________________________________
97. Are you and your mate satisfied with the employment
arrangement?

Yes

No

98. Comment:______________

98. what percentage of your income do you derive from your
employment

, mate's employment '

parental in-laws'_____ ,savings

, parents'
, G! Bill

5
,

other_________________ .
100. Do you have a car?

Yes

No

101. Two cars? ___ _

Of the items listed on this card, please give me the three
(3) letters about which you and your mate have the most
agreement in the decisions of spending and saving.
PRESENT CARD #4:
102. A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J___

Now please give me the three (3) letters about which you and
your mate have the most disagreement.
103. A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J___

Now a few questions about your family background:
104. What is the last grade of school your father completed?
105. Your father-in-law? ______
106. What is your father's occupation? _____________________
107. Your father-in-law's? _________________________________
108. What is the last grade of school your mother completed?>
109. Your mother-in-law? ______
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110. What is your mother’s occupation? ______________________
111. Your mother-in-law’s? __________________________________
112. How many brothers and sisters of college age or older
do you have? _ _ _ _ _

113. How many of your brothers and

sisters are attending or have attended college? ________
114. How many of your mate's brothers and sisters of college
age or older are attending or have attended college?____
115. How many visits do you make to your parents' home per
year? ______________
116. How many visits do you make to your parents-in-law’s
home per year? ________________
117. Would you like to make more
to make about the same
parents?

, less

, or continue

number of visits to your

118. Your in-law's? more

less

, same

•

119. Comments: ______________________________________________
120. Do you feel homesick for your parents or hometown
frequently

, sometimes_____ , or not at all___ ?

121. Comments: ______________________________________________
122. Does your mate feel homesick for parents or hometown
frequently___ , sometimes_____ , or not at all___ ?
123. Comments: ______________________________________________
124. Do you belong to any college clubs or organizations?
Yes

No

IF YES:

continue.

IF NO:

Go to #128.

125. List the college clubs and organizations of which you
are a member:

__________________________

___________
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126. How many hours per month

do you spend in connection

with these clubs or organizations?

127. Do you partici

pate in intercollegiate athletics?

Yes___

No__

128. How often do you attend college sports events?
often

, quite often

, seldom

, never

very

•

129. Do you participate in as many social functions as you
wish?

Yes

No___

130. Comments: ______________________________________________
131. Do you belong to any clubs or organizations in the
Kalamazoo community?

Yes

No___

132. List the clubs and organizations: ______________________

133. How many hours per month

do you spend in connection

with these clubs or organizations?
134. What type of social activity do you prefer? ___________
135. Do you and your mate like the same type of social
activity and recreation?
very seldom

, never

always

, most of the time__

.

136. Comments:

________

137. Approximately how many times per week do you visit with
your neighbors? _________________________
138. Comments: _____________________________________________
139. Approximately what percentage of time did you spend in
recreational activities without your mate last week?
75% or more
, 50-74%___, 25-49%___ , less than 25%___ ,
140. Comments: _____________________________________________
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141. Is your social activity usually with college married
couples

, college single friends

married couples
others

, hometown

s Kalamazoo married couples

,

.

142. Comments: ______________________________________________
143. How do you feel about the amount of time you spend with
your mate (and children)?
amount

, not enough.

Too much time___ , reasonable

.

144. Comments: _______________ ______________________________
145. For Men:

What household tasks are you expected to do

(such as cooking, laundry, or baby sitting)?
For Women:

What household tasks does your husband do?

Which three (3) of these choices best describe the effect of
marriage on your standard of living?
146. A

B

C

D

E

F

G

PRESENT CARD #5
H

I___

147. Has it been necessary for you to borrow money while in
college?

Yes

No___

148. Approximate amount: _____________
school

, personal loan

149. Source:

Bank

, other_____________________

150. How would you rate your participation in classes?
Usually very active
seldom very active_

, occasionally active

,

•

151. Approximately how many class meetings do you miss per
semester?

152. What reasons?____________
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153. In general, how do you feel about the marking system?
fair

, unjust

*

154. Why?_________________________

Which two (2) of the following most closely reflects your
attitude toward school?

PRESENT CARD #6

155. A

E

B

C

D

F___

156. What is your religious preference?
Protestant

Catholic

, Other_________________, None

,
.

157. What is your mate’s religious preference, same___
dif ferent__ ?
158. Did you and your mate have the same religious preference
prior to marriage that you now have?

Yes

No___

159. How did you settle this matter? ____________ ___________
160. How frequently do you attend church?
2 or 3 times a month
never

Weekly ___ ,

, occasionally

, seldom

,

•

161. During the school year do you usually attend church on
campus___ , in town

. in your hometown

?

162. Comments: ______________________________________________
163. What do you think of the COLLEGE MARRIED HOUSING?
Good points: ______________________________________________
164. Its bad points: _________________________________________
165. Your overall opinion:
166. Would you advise others to marry while in college?
Yes

No___

167. Why? __________________________________________________
INTERVIEWER'S COMMENTS: ____________

_______
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Family Study Questionnaire
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Part I
Success in marriage and Family
Below are listed standards by which family success has
been measured. Look through the list and mark 1 after the
item you consider most important in judging the success of
families (in the column headed "Rank")# Look through the
list again and mark 2 after the item you consider next
important. Keep doing this until you have a number after
each item.
There is no order of items which is correct; the order
you choose is correct for your. Remember, there can be
only one item marked 1, one item marked 2 S one item marked
3j . . . one item marked 10.
Rank
A place in the community. The ability of a family
to give its members a respected place in the
community and to make them good citizens (not
........... ....
criminals or undesirable people)
Healthy and happy ch i l dren ........................... ....
Companionship. The family members feeling comfort
able with each ether and being able to get
along t o g e t h e r
................. ..... ....
Personality development. Continued increase in
family members' ability to understand and get
along with people and to accept responsibility ...____
Satisfaction in affection shown. Satisfaction of
family members with amount of affection shown
and of the husband and wife in their sex life ....____
Economic security. Being sure that the family will
be able to keep up or improve its standard of
l i v i n g .......... ................................ ....
Emotional security. Feeling that the members of
the family really need each ether emotionally
and trust each other fully
.................. ..
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Moral and religious unity, Trying to live a family
Rank
life according to religious and moral principles
and teachings ............. ..................... .......
Everyday interest, interesting day-to-day activities
having to do with house and family which keep
family life from being boring .................... .....
A home. Having a place where the family members
feel they belong, where they feel at ease, and
where other people do not interfere in their
lives
.......................... .............. .
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Part II
Family Study
Family No. __________
Filled in by ____________________
Please compare personality traits of your partner and
yourself below. The traits are listed on the left side
of the page. The degrees to which people have these
traits are listed across the top
from "very much" to
"not at all". For each trait, in the box describing the
degree to which the person has the trait, mark:
W for wife
H for husband
For example, if you and your partner had a trait very much,
you would mark W and H in the "very much” box.
Rate your partner first, then yourself.
you are not sure of.

Circle any rating

1

TRAITS

Example:
Likes to be with
people
Sense of humor
Sense of duty
Stubborn
Gets angry easily
Nervous or irritable
Easygoing
Moody
Jealous
Likes to take
responsibility
Dominating or bossy
Critical of others
Easily excited
Feelings easily hurt
Likes belonging to
organizations
Easily depressed
Self-centered
Shy

Degree to Which Person Has Trait
Has trait Has
Has
Has
Hasn't
trait consider trait trait
the
ably
some
a
very
trait
much
what little at all

H

W
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Interview Instructions
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Ill
1.

Interview only students who are carrying 12 hours or
more this semester.

2.

Refusals---report on separate sheet of paper, giving
your analysis as to Why the refusal.

3.

If the question calls for one answer, do not give more
than one. If the answer is inadequate, explain in
comments
Example:

#161 Where do you usually attend church,
requires only one answer.

4.

If the question does not apply, leave the space blank.
Do not put down zero or no.

5.

If the respondent does nc-t have definite information,
get the best answer you can. Do not leave spaces blank.
Example:

#105 If respondent is not store of exact
grade mother-in-law completed, get the
best approximation you can.

6 . Step-parents. Treat the same as natural parents if
they entered the home before respondent graduated
from high school. Otherwise, ask about natural parents.
7.

Record only the answer which the respondent gives. If
the wife disagrees, stick to respondent’s answer only.
If two viewpoints develop, it may be advisable to repeat
the question and be sure you have understood the
respondent.

8 . Be sure you have indicated apartment address.
9.
10.

Indicate in interviewer’s comments whether or not the
mate was present during the interview.
Do not gossip about material you gain from the interview.
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