
Western Michigan University Western Michigan University 

ScholarWorks at WMU ScholarWorks at WMU 

Honors Theses Lee Honors College 

4-17-2020 

The Art of Making Paper The Art of Making Paper 

Kristen Theys 
Western Michigan University, Kristentheys@gmail.com 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/honors_theses 

 Part of the Book and Paper Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Theys, Kristen, "The Art of Making Paper" (2020). Honors Theses. 3309. 
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/honors_theses/3309 

This Honors Thesis-Open Access is brought to you for 
free and open access by the Lee Honors College at 
ScholarWorks at WMU. It has been accepted for inclusion 
in Honors Theses by an authorized administrator of 
ScholarWorks at WMU. For more information, please 
contact maira.bundza@wmich.edu. 

http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/honors_theses
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/honors
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/honors_theses?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F3309&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1138?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F3309&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/honors_theses/3309?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F3309&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:maira.bundza@wmich.edu
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/


Running head: THE ART OF PAPER MAKING 1 

 

The Art of Paper Making 

Kristen N. Theys 

Western Michigan University 

Kalamazoo Book Arts Center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2020 



THE ART OF PAPER MAKING 2 

 

Reflection for Creative Works 

A reflection paper is required for creative works. This paper should address why you made the choices 

you made for your creative project and a self-evaluation of the final product along with any other 

information you wish to include. 

 

The Art of Paper Making is an exploration into an overlooked field. My goal was to learn 

not only how to make paper, but how different materials and processes can change the final 

product. One of the biggest things that impacted my studies was the amount of time I would beat 

the paper pulp. The amount of time the pulp runs through the beater drastically changes the 

texture of the paper. Some batches I have beat pulp for only 30-45 minutes, some batches were 

beaten for an hour. By the end, I was beating the pulp for about 2 hours in order to get the 

desired texture. When the pulp is beaten longer, there are fewer and smaller chunks and bits in 

the paper. Instead, it is much more smooth and thin.  

 I chose to create a video documenting the papermaking process. When I tell people that I 

make paper, they are often confused and have very little knowledge about the process. This is a 

fun and informative way to present the process to those who are unfamiliar.  

 I was extremely pleased with the paper that I created and I can only imagine how much 

my paper would have improved or changed within the last two months that were cut short due to 

the pandemic. At the beginning, my paper had some holes and thick chunks, but by the end, the 

paper was much smoother and thinner. It was more consistent and easier to work with as a final 

product.  

 My final video was a brief representation of the papermaking process. Again, my process 

was cut short due to the pandemic but I am grateful to have the necessary footage. I wanted to 

experiment with more creative video angles and clips but this is the only footage that I already 

had. Regardless, I am pleased with the final video and my paper.  
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