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Introduction
The purpose of the study was to·make· a comparison of the drunk
driving behavior of college students with that· of those persons in a
similar age group who have not had college experience.

There is very

little published information about the statutes governing "driving under
the influence of liquor"

(D.U.I.L.).

The educable nature of persons

involved in such offenses 8 and the probable anti�social and sociopathic
behavior in individuals leading up to the offenses, also need thorough
investigation.

Very pertinent also is the question whether or not there

is a biological basis for this particular behavior; an understanding of
which may come from the interpretation of data obtained in the various
genetotropic studies and experiments.
Only a minority of people are personally involved in alcohol
problems 8 but this minority is large enough to create social, economic
and health problems which affect a great many people.

Even those people

who are only occasionally intoxicated cause more court cases than do
any other group of offenders except· those,. who come up for traffic offenses.
Some of these people are simply irresponsible D others may actually be ill.
They come from all classes of society and their behavior is costly, not
only to themselves and their families, but also· to their friends, employ=
ers and the public in general.

2

Purpose
The primary objectives of the study were:

To identify the pre

cipitating influences leading up to the offense of driving under the
influence of alcohol; to obtain data on past experience of individuals
in the study involved in "drunk driving"; to ascertain the presence,
if possible 0 of any recidivism in each individual case study.
The need for this study· developed as· a result of the poor knowledge
of the statutes governing "driving·under the influence of liquor".
The educable nature of persons involved in these offenses and the
probable socio=legal problem, will, it is hoped, yield educational
material for future use in the writing of high school and college
textbooks in the fields of_ psychology, biology, sociology and mental
health.
Procedure
The study was started in September•, 1961, when arrangements were
made with the administration of three universities in the Middle West,
for the accumulation of data.

In a letter of inquiry to the dean of

men and the dean of women of each institution, cooperation was sought
for the acquisition of factual material and other data from the personal
files of college students who had been disciplined from 1960 to 1962,
with respect to alcohol-connected offenses.
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In November p 1962, another set of letters was sent to the various
court officers of three cities where the universities were located.
This letter of introduction requested aid from judges, chiefs of police
and probation officers in the investigation of court records of people
convicted of driving under the influence,of alcohol.
The investigation of the personal records of college students
guilty of these offenses would identify the subjects as well as provide
additional data.

A systematic investigation· of the identification,

charges, judiciary action p fines and probationary periods as contained
in the identification bureau files of the local courts, provided the
data concerning non=college people.
The age of the subjects to be· studied was set at 17 to 25.

This

age range would by-pass the juvenile cases and cover the most likely
college age group.

The study was to include both the male and female

segments of the population.
It was hoped that the data concerning the past experiences which
led up to the offenses and possible recidivism would be obtained from
the identification bureau records, the personal and the court records.
Great care was taken in preserving the anonymity of the subjects by
assigning each an arbitrary number.
Two sets of information blanks were· devised, one for use in col
lecting data concerning non-college people, and the other to cover
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data pertaining to college students. Information which was not
specifically provided for in the data form used, was recorded under
the heading "comments9

'.

The data which were deemed most essential

to the study of non=college· people' differed from data obtained for col
lege students only in respect to military and employment record.
At no time were the blanks used as questionnaires in the sense
that the subjects were interviewed or asked to record their own opinion.
All the information came from the official files of the various administrators. The data collected on the college students were not limited
to the specific "driving while intoxic�ted" offense p but were intended
to cover all situations in which alcohol was used.

Specific data on

socio-cultural background p · emotional· stability and personality
factors were· included.
Statistical information• covering' popuiation D type of employment,
social stratification and cultural· origin were· obtained for each of
the cities under study, since the data'obtained on the subjects
would be better understood in view· of their immediate surroundings.
Copies of the two data· forms· are· included as appendixes I and I I.
It should be realized that the criteria considered in a D.U.I.L. charge,
both by the respective police·departments· and the university administrators,
differ widely from one area to another and ')from time to time within a
given area.
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General Discussion
It was deemed necessary P in order to preserve the anonymity, of
the cities and the universities P to assign each an arbitrary reference.
The universities are referred to by the,use. of the titles: University 1;
University 2, University 3o
City 2; and City 3 o

The cities are referred to as:

City 1;

Because the three universities are located in

the three cities it seemed best to refer to a city and its local
university as Area l D Area 2, and as Area 3, respectivelyo
Fifteen per cent of the students at University 2 live in on
campus housing o Most of the remaining 85 per cent of these students
reside at home with their parents o

This condition results from the

fact that the university is within a congested metropolitan area o
Consequently the drunk driving offenses committed by the students at
this university do not always come to the attention of the dean of meno
This situation undoubtedly has influenced the accuracy of the data
collected in Area 2 o
In order to enhance the effectiveness with which this study
might be read D ,,use has been made of abbreviationso

The offense of

"driving under the influence of liquor" P will be referred to as a
D o U.I.L. = offense o

City=D.U.I.L. designates the non-college age

group, and University-DoU.LL. the college studentso

City (all ages)=

D o U.I.L. offenders include non= college people from 17 to 65 years of age.
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The First University�

The first and· continued purpose of the

university has been to educate teachers o

The,largest enrollments

are in the School of Liberal Arts· and Sciences o

The School of Business

and the School of Applied Arts and Sciences complete the undergraduate
division 11 while the Graduate Scho.ol offers advanced degrees in Business
Administration and Education o

The university is state supported»

co=educational and maintains a total of 12 residence hallso
The total enrollment· is 11 11 000 students p of these 4 p 800 men and
3 D 800 women live in on=campus housing while 800 men and 500 women
live in approved off=campus· housing P • l� 100· students commute between
their home and the university o

The main library has·a collection·of 160�000 volumes and subscribes
· to 1 D 700 periodicals, all of which are :stored in open stacks o

The

various departments are proportionately well covered by the library
resourceso

The use P possession or distribution of alcoholic beverages at
college-sponsored functions p on college property or in college
buildings is not allowed o

Students·violating this rule are subject

to immediate dismissal.from the university o
The Second. Universityo. · · · The university is a municipal, co=educational
institution and carries a distinct urban character:

of the total

of 7 DS00 students only 400 men and 100,J women live in on=campus
housingo

The university is compqsed of the colleges of Arts and Sciences P
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Business Adrninistration 8 Education 9 Engineering, Law and Phannacy o
In addition to these there are the Junior College, the Graduate
Division and the University Evening Sessions o
The university possesses the impressive number of 240,000
books and a subscription to 1 8 300 periodicals 8 all of which are
made available to the students by the use of open stackso
The use of alcohol among the students at any time is discouraged
and the use of it is definitely prohibited on university grounds
or at university functionso
The Third Universityo-

The university is a state supported,

co=educational institution, comprised of three undergraduate
colleges = Liberal Arts p Education, and Business Administration =
and a Graduate School o

The university is primarily a residential

institution 8 with about three=fourths of its students living in
on=campus residence halls D which consists of 13 dormitories,
11 sorority houses and 17 fraternity houseso
The total enrollment of the university is 7,000 students.

In

addition D extension classes are taught-throughout the state o About
90 per cent of the on-campus students are citizens of the state,
the remaining 10 per cent are from out�of=state and from other
countrieso

On-campus enrollment is equally divided between men and

womeno Numerous university facilities provide for a complete
educational and social program o
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A long-range standard improvement program has rendered the
university a reputation· for excellence:

60 per cent of the faculty

have received thetdoctor's degree p while 82 per cent of the enrolling
students are from1 the' top half·of their graduating class.

The

university policy··governing the use of alcohol is delineated in
the annual brochure:, .and·disciplinary action against alcohol offenses
is rigidly enforced.
The First City.

The·81,000 residents of the city are governed

by a commission-manager type of governmen�.

One-fifth of the

country's population is within a 300 mile raaius.

The many different

types of, industries· in the city have kept the employment very
high and the standard of living enviable.

Among the products of

these industries are pharmaceuticals·, aircraft parts, paper, agri
cultural machinery and chemicals.
Five parks, �hree colleges with a total enrollment of 12,000
students, three· playhouses,, seven golf courses• eight tennis tourts,
a City Symphony and a Junior·Symphony Orchestra, a Community Concert
Association and a Chamber Music Society.

Civie Players and the Junior

Civic Players make the city truly a cultural center.
Two city hospitals and· a tuberculosis Sanitorium serve the
citizens of the surrounding counties. Worship services are held in
nearly 100 churches which/ represent the forty religious denominations
of tpe city.

"\, \:1
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The Second City o

Sixty per cent of the United States population

is within a 500 mile radius of this city o

The city proper stretches

over 60 square miles and within the limits live 330,000 peopleo

The

city is among the top 40 largest cities in the United Stateso A
council=city manager form of government has been in operation for an
extended period of timeo

The communication systems include two tele

vision stations» nine radio stations j three news papers D three foreign
, language newspapers o
Religious orientation' comes from 383 churches p 250 of which are
Protestant 11 41 are Roman Catholic� 6 are Jewish and two are Moslem
congregations o Next to the 55 public elementary schools and seven
general high schools there are 37 Roman Catholic elementary schools
and 6 Roman Catholic high schoolso
Institutions of higher learning include the university under
investigation in this study and a private Liberal Arts and Teachers
Training College for women o The university is a municipal, co=
educational institution with an enrollment of 7,500� composed of
day and evening students and the Teachers Training College enrolls
600 full-time students·o
Twelve general hospitals guard the health of the city residentso
The largest employers within the area are manufacturing, wholesale
and service establishments respectively o

Together, these industries·

represent 73 per cent of the total employment o
·/

1:,·••·:
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The Third City •..

The city, built of pleasant homes, is completely

surrounded by rich and heavily worked farmland.

The city, which is

the county seat,· provides suburban living for 13,600 people.

Its

location places' it close-to one of the major markets of Mid-Western
United States.· The city government is composed of a mayor and
council.
The educational facilities include six elementary schools,
one junior and a senior high school as well as an opportunity class
for handicapped children·.

The total enrollment in these schools

is 2,739.
The city is' served by four railroads and it can be reached via
two major highways. Air transportation to all parts of the world
is available within twenty· miles. A county,, hospital 10J�ted in the·
,,.-/,·:;;--.,
-<:. . .:..-

j

C

city has a capacity of 80 beds.· Five nationally establ.shed firms
operate stores· in the city and offer a wide variety of merchandise.
Fifteen industries·produce merchandise ranging from potato chips to
machinery.
The religious life· is· reflected in sixteen denominations. The
city library contains·a,stock 1 of 60,000 volumes.
The number of full-time employees is 800, and part-time employees
number 1,266.
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Findings . from, Tabulated Data

Contact was made at the start of the study with both the

Dean of Women and the Dean of Men at each of the universities,

Invariably a helpful and appreciative attitude was encountered

from these administrators.

In the preliminary discussions of the

study with the deans, it was found that none of the universities

had record of an offense of• driving under the influence of liquor

committed by women students. As a result of •these statements, by

the respective Deans of Women, .the study was from that date on

aimed at the male student population� ·.

The results of the study have beert recorded in a series of

-

13 tablesJ The first, second and. third tables include the data

pertaining to the three areas.

These three tables were designed to

r le data in each of the areas easily accessible for
?� s
reference.

make c

A possible source of error may' be ·involved in the interpretation

of the data.

In regard to accurate· interpretation and correct

evaluation of the data it should be noted that in some cases
information was recorded because it was readily available.

In

other cases similar information could not be recorded or even

obtained.

This situation arose from the fact that the recording
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procedures of the administrators, who originally recorded the
information, did not necessarily coincide with the purposes of
this study.
The limited coverage of the data and the consequent diffi
culties in reaching valid conclusions in this study was a result
of not having comparable data in all categories in the various
areas.
Unlawful acts were recorded by the city officials under
many categories, which may or may not have been precipitated
by the use of alcohol; therefore it was difficult to locate
cases involving alcohol offenses.

However, there is a specific

charge of "Drunken Driving" (D.D.) which was readily available
in police court records to the researcher. The universities,
on the other hand, have one category covering all alcohol offenses
and this material was made accessible to the writer.
Table 1.

Comparing Incidents of Alcohol Offense among College

Students. and Non=College Persons between the Ages of 17-25
Area· 1

I

%

Population

All Alcohol Offenses
University
City

.0039

D.U.I.L. Offenses
University
City
City (all ages)

.00045 11,000
0 00041 81,000
.00J7 81,000

-

I

Area 2
%

-

-

'
Population

.00814 7,000
13,600

7,500
.0006 330,000
.0033 330,000

,00014 7,000
.00029 13,600
.00161 13,600

-

I

%

7,500
330 ,ooo

.00093

11,000
81,000

Popu�ation

Area 3
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� reason for including Table 1 was to point to the relation
ship which exists between the use of alcohol, in the general sense,

and the specific offenses of driving under the influence of liquB
An obvious relationship is apparent when the percentages of

the D.U.I.L.-University and the Alcohol1 Offenses=University are

compared. According to these figures the incidents of liquor vio
lation at University 1 is nine times as great as that of the D.lJ. I.L.
offense. At University 2 the· incidents of· D.U.I.L. is nil for
reasons which have been alluded to in the general discussion, and
will not be discussed further· at the· moment. The incidents of
D.U.I.L. offenses at University 3 is only 1.7 per cent of the total
• number of offenses violating the university liquor regulations.
These data indicate that the misconducts with respect to D.U.I.L.
· offenses s are insignificant or of very little importance. There
is also an indication that· offenses violating general university
liquor regulations far outnumber the specific charge of driving
while intoxicated.
When data, concerning· D.U.I.L. offenses are compared for the
three areas, it becomes evident that the offenses tend to become
more frequent with an increase in population density. This condjtion
exists in both the city and the university situations.
A definite relationship exists between City-D.U.I.L. (age 17-25)
offenses and the City (all ages) =D.U.I.L. offenses. The data

/

obtained on the City-D.U.I.L. offenses included those persons of
ages from 17 to 25. The City (all ages)=D.U.I.L. offenses include
persons of 17 to 65. The number of years included in the 17 to 25
bracket i. 18.6 per cent of the number of years included in the
17 to 65 bracket.
Table II.

(See Table II).

Comparing D.U.I.L. Offenses According to Age.

17 = 25
years of age

17 - 65
years of age

%

4.1
6
3

37
33
16

11.05
18.1
18.85

When the number of D.U.I.L. offenses for these brackets are
compared, the pErcentages obtained for the 17 to 25 bracket for
each of the three cities varies from 11 to 19 per cent respectively.
There is a tendency for the City-D.U.I.L. offenses (age 17-25)
to be almost as frequent as the City (all ages)-D.U.I.L. offenses.
The relationship between the City=D.U.I.L. offenses and the
University-D.U.I.L. offenses, excepting the University 2, is very
close and a greater concern for one group over the other would
not seem to be warranted.
It should again be pointed out that these data and the state
ments made on the basis of these data may be subject to some
adjustment because of the comparativeiy small number of cases
which were reviewed. The·necessarily limited area of investigation
does no� justify a rigid generalization.
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Table IIIo

15
Comp-aring Criteria Characteristic of City Popula-

tions Involved in D o Uoi o Lo-Offenses o
PeT'centage of Total Population
City 1
Women

Criteria

Men

-

City 2
Men l\fomen

100

85029

14071

97044

19
21
23
25

14o7
23053
38024
8 0 82

2 0 94
8082
2o94

20015
20015
28 ,it
2So64

Recidivism
None
1 2
3 - 4
5 = up

23 0 53
44 0 12
llo76
5.88

8 0 82
5 0 88

46015
28021
10026
lS.38

52 0 94
29041
=

5088
2.94
2 0 94
2.94

88 0 6r2
5.13

47.06
29 0 41
8.82

8.82
2.94
=
2.94

35.90
28.31
10.26

-

2.94
-

2.94
2.94
8.82

87.18
10.26

-

100

so
2.94
s.s8
14.71

11.76
=
2.94

46.15

-

25
25
25
2.5

Sex
Ages
17
20
22
24

=
-

-

Occupation
Labour
Skilled
Office
Student
Unknown
Marital
Single
Married
Divorced
Unknown
Racial
White
Negro
Mexican
Indian
Birthplace
In-State
Eastern U. s.
Mid-West
Southern U o s.
Unknown

-

2o94

-

82.35

-

-

-

-

-

-

--

-

.,

7.69

-

-

-

17095
17.95
17.95

2o56

City 3
Men Women

..
..
-

=

=

-

=

2-.56

-

- 25
so -

25

- 25
25
so

25
-

75

-

=

- 25
- -

75

- - - - -

Women drivers seem less prone to commit D.U.I.L. offenses.
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Whether this feature is due to safer and more responsible driving
habits or that less women drive, is beyond the limits of this study.
In City 1 there is some indication that the highest number of
offenders are found between 22 and 24 years of age. About 60 per ce�t
of the offenses in all these cities are committed by the first or
second=time offenders:

the "repeaters" make up from 5 to 10 per cent

of the total number. In two of the cities approximately 50 to 60
per cent of the offenses were committed by people who were employed as labourers.

Skilled workers make up about 15 per cent of the

total number. There seems to be an equal distribution between the
· single and the married offenders.

From 50 to 60 per cent of the

people are citizens of the state in which they were charged with
drunken driving.

Fifteen per cent of the remaining number came

from the southern states.
With the reservation made in the general discussion, some
remarks can now be made on the basis of the data contained in
Table IV.
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Table !Vo Comparing Criteria Characteristic of College Students
Involved in DoUoloLo-Offenses.
Criteria
Sex
Men
Women*
Ages
17 - 19
20 - 21
22 = 23
24 = 25
Unknown
Recidivism
None
Repeated Probation
Liquor Violation
Theft, Bn-•·� l ary
Immature Attitude
Under Psychiatric Care
Unknown

I

I

Percentage of Total Population
Area
100

/

Residence
Dormitory
Apartment
Home
Unknown

Tr emporary

16.28
11.63
4.65
9.30
20.93
4.65
32.56

14.29

.
Offenses Committed
Possession of Alcohol
Alcohol and Theft
Alcohol, Co-ed P�rties
D.U.I.L.

37 .21
13.95
6.98
41.86
52.03
20.09
16.28
11.63

-

=

28.57
57�14

-

Area 3
100

Area 2
100

23.26
25.58
9.30
6.98
35.88

Curriculum
Liberal Arts
27.91
Business·Administration 16,28
Education
20.93
Pre-Professional
6 ,98
Unknown
/

l

66,67
21.05

•.

-

-

14.29

=

12,28

-

-

22.81

..

3o51
12,28

"'

-

=

=

85.7l

61,40

-

17,54
36,84
35.08
10,53

71,43
14,29
14,29
100

--

-

-

52,63

-

5,26
42.11

-

82,46
15 79

0

1.75

* This category is incomplete, due to several factors: records
unavailable; denial of access to records; and perhaps no records
in existence.

•.

I
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Table IVo (Continued) Comparing Criteria Characteristic of College
Students Involved in DoUoloL.-Offenseso
Criteria
Action Taken by the Dean
Social Probation
Withdrawal
Suspended
Dismissed
Unknown
Scholastic Standing
(Grade Point·. Average)
LS - less
LS - 2
2

- 3

- up
3
Unknown

Percentage of Total Population
Area 1

Area 2.

Area 3

32 0 56
9o30
16 028
11 0 63
3L21

100

12.28
So26
78.95
3.51

=
=

-

=
=

11 0 63
18 0 60
27091
4o65
37027

14 o .i9
28057

18 0 60
39 0 53
4L87

85.71
14 0 29

70.18
21.05
8.77

23 0 6
4o65
2o33

85 0 71
14029

70.18
7 0 02
8.77
5.26
78.95

5.26
33.33
8.77
52063

57 14
------------+-"--��-------+--------Attitude While on Campus
Acceptable
Not Acceptable
Unknown

0

-----------�---""'----�--�----------

ramily Background
Parents Living
Parents Deceased
Parents Divo!l'ced
Only Child
Having Brothers
and Sisters

..

57014
42 0 86

''-----------4-----+-------t-----------

Religious Life
Those Attending Church
Not Attending Church

SL16
16028

:

j

78.95
22.81

The ages of'the students most frequently becoming involved in
alcohol offenses range

from the "teens" to th, early twenties.

Students who have never before been:·:charged with break�ng any.-of the
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university rules make up 20 per cent of the total number of offenders.
An additional 15 to 20 per cent of the students who became involved in
these offenses had previously shown a repeated immature attitude toward
the responsibility placed on them· in the college situation.
In each of the universities the highest number of the offenders
came from those students residing away from home, either living in
apartments or in on-campus housing. The largest percentage of the
total number of offenses against the policy on the use of alcohol
was in the form of illegal possession of liquor. D.U.I.L. offenses
range from 2 to 11 per cent of the total number of alcohol offenses.
A very characteristic trend for each university emerges by a
penalty provided for the same type of offenses, by the respective
administrators.

Punishment for the same offense varies from

university to university.
In Tables V through XIII data are recorded which are specific
to certain areas only.

The purpose of these tables is to furnish

information relative to these areas and the local situation. No
statistical significance could be detected to allow a general
ization pertaining to all the areas. The information will, it is
·hoped, prove valuable to those interested in the categories included.
Because of the simplicity and the specificity of these tables
no explanatory paragraphs have been added.

The various titles
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heading the columns and the description of criteria, as they appeared
in the official records, have not been essentially changed to suit
the present purposes.
City 1
Table V.

Degree of Education Attained by Those Members of the

City Population Involved in D.U.I.L.-Offenses.
Schooling Achieved
Grammar School. Completed
High School Attended
College Attended
Unknown
Table VI.

%

20.59
70.59
2.94

Military Experience of Those Members of the City

Populatiom Involved in D.U.I.L.-Offenses.
%

Service

17.65
11.76
11.76
2.94
55.94

Army
Navy
Marines
Air Force
None
Table VII.

Sentence Given by the Municipal Courts. to D.U.I.L.
Offenders.

Sentence
Fine of $50.00
Three to Five Days Confinement
Fine of $50.00 or higher and Confinement

%

55.88
23.53
20.59
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Table VIII.

Employment Record of People Involved in D.U.I.L.-Offenses.

Employment

%

People Regularly Employed
People Unemployed for extended Periods of Time
Table IX.

41,03
58.97

Frequency of Change in Address of Those Involved in D.U.I.L.
Offenses�

Permanency of Residence
Residence Changed Twice a Year or More
Residence Not Changed in Two Years
Unknown

%

35.90
41.03
23.08

Table x.
Percentage of o.u.I.L. Convictions Reported Hopeless,
Troublesome or Alcoholic by the Supervising Probate Officer,
Case Progress
Showing No Progress
Showing Improvement
Unknown

%

41.03
35.90
23.08

Table XI. Condition of Indebtedness of Those Persons Convicted of
D.U.I.L.-Offenses.
· Indebtedness
$50.00 or More
No Debt
Unknown

%

28.21
51.28
20.51
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Table XII. Attitude of Those Convicted of D.U.I.L.-Offenses
Concerning Insurance.
Automobile Insurance
Insured
Not Insured
Unknown

%

25.64
38.46
35.90

Table XIII. Places of Permanent Residence of Students Involved
in D.U.I.L.�Offenses at the'University in Area 3 (Total Enroll
ment is 7 8 000).
Location
Urban Area
Rural Area
Unknown

%

52.63
15 79
0

31.58
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Case Histories
The folling case studies have been included to point out the
various personality types of people who become involved in drunk
driving offenses.

It was the intention to cover as many different

aspects of the drunk driving problem as possible.

Precipitating

influences, repetition of drunk driving offenses and previous
criminal behavior were all considered important.
Instead of attempting to include a large number of case studies
it was decided to select those which were as complete as the data
permitted, of a few carefu'lly selected· cases.
No changes have been made in the actual case history reports
as it appeared in the records-of the respective administrators.
The selection of these particular cases has been made according
to this outline.

24

Case 1.

This young man was charged with ,,drunken driving in 1961.

Upon investigation it was found that· there was a record of four
separate forgery charges. · These· charges had accumulated a sentence
of from 1.5 to 14 years i..n prison. the term to be served in the
State Penintentiary.

Case 2.

1•

-

Two separate charges -were held against this man in 1956.

·The first charge was·breaking and entering, the second charge was
attempted rape. , In 1957 the· defendant was sentenced for illegal
entry. In 1958 a D.ti.I.L. offense warranted him a 30-day confine=
ment in jail.

Case 3.

This person was - charged in -1997 'On three different

..
offense started Off the series. The
accounts. A drunken driving·
defendant was put in jail· for three days and also had to pay a
$100.00 fine. The second offense was attempted rape. The third
offense charged against the defendant was made on the basis of
assault and battery. 'J1le last offense was punished with a t�ree
month term in jail and a

:noo�oo fine.
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In 1961 the defendant again was charged with drunken driving
and leaving the scene after he had caused an accidento
punishment was $100000 and a five=day jail sentence.

The
Later on in

the same year another drunk driving charge was brought against this
person, a sentence of three days in jail and a fine of $100000 was
effected.
While in jail this man tore up the furniture in a fit of
anger. This person has a Federal Bureau of Investigation record.
Case 4.

A long police record marks the history of this man,

Repeated arrests for drunken driving, speeding, "hit and run"
driving) and driving while the_ operator's license was suspended

caused his last· D o U.I.L. sentence to be raised to 60 day's

confinement, $200.00 fine and- the suspension of his driving
privileges for three years.
car and furniture o

The defendant owed $2500,00 on his

In spite of the fact that the city probation

officer had worked with him very· closely f?r a number of years, no
progress had been madeo

Heavy· drinking, irresponsible behavior and

an indifferent attitude towards improving himself kept this person
from benefiting from the probationary periods o
Case 5.
1960.

This girl was convicted of a drunken driving charge in
The sentence of 90 days in an institution of correction and
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a three=year suspension of the driving privilege seemed a very high
sentence until the case history was reviewed.
The defendant had been sentenced for drunk driving twice before.
She did not carry automobile insurance at any time.
were ;ent to foster homes.

Her three children

She was known to drink heavily while at

work, and had been caught· on several occasions taking merchandise.
Being still married she started to live separately from her husband
and roomed with her parents-in-law.
The probation reco1d showed that she continually fought with
her husband.

The husband proved not to be the lawful father of one

of the children when blood tests were made.

The probation officer

concluded from further work with this woman that she showed definite
signs of becoming an alcoholic.

She already had been a permanent

visitor.to the local "skid row" for several years.
Case 6.

This teenage boy had developed an early drinking

problem when he first was brought to the attention of th� probation
officer.
ivism.

An extensive juvenile record indicated an amazing recid
1
The probation officer reported th�t there was st'Jl
hope for

improvement.

The home of-the boy provided a wholesome atmosphere and

the parents were v�ry helpful.

Th1r reason for the compulsive drinking

pattern and the consequent delinquency was a total riddle according
to the probation officer,
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Case 70

This case illustrates the force of precipitating

influences0
driver0

The father of this young man was a confirmed drunk

The father had served a total of 140 different times in the

local institute of correction for these offenses0

The son, as the

father, was continually drunk and committed misdemeanors only as a
secondary effect of the alcohol o

Toe,probation officer had some

hope for progress with the· boy if he were able to separate the
father and son0
Case 80

No previous record was found for this man0

A six=

month probation period activated· a background report by the prob
ation officer0

This report stated that the defendant did not live

with his parents but with his grandparents0

Being unemployed,

this person had been on city relief for several yearso

The personal

attitude of this man was that of being chronically depressed0
During interviews he never expressed interest or hope in the future0
The report states that this man was a compulsive drinker and
showed all the tendencies of becoming an alcoholic0
Discussioncof Findings
There are two kinds of alcohol problemso

First, alcoholism,

which involves those excessive drinkers who have become dependent on
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alcohol in such measure as to have acquired some mental disturbance
and an interference with their physical j economic and social well
being.

Secondly, drunkenness· and intoxication with a behavior

pattern which is predictable, due to· the effect of a certain quantity
of alcohol in the brain. (5)
When alcohol is taken into the body, the first effect is on
that part of th·e brain concerned with judgment, thought and emotion.
Worries and inhibitions are dulled thus causing one to feel less
fatiqued.

As a result of the feeling of exhilaration, there is less

discrimination in thought,· speech and action.

Larger amounts of

alcohol affect lower levels· of the brain concerned with muscle
coordination, speaking, and hearing.
Intoxication to this extent greatly lowers efficiency and often
�ives rise to social problems,
Alcohol is one of the many factors· contributing to accidents,
It has been computed that on the average, a driver's chances of
having an accident are normal with up to ,
· 05 per cent blood-alcohol
concentration; 1,5 times as great with .05 to ,10 per cent; 2 ,5 times
as great with ,1 to ,15 per cent; 917 times as great with ,15 per
cent or more. (2)
Alcohol affects the driving·· ability because it produces measurable
impairment of awareness, discrimination and speed of reaction,
Such impairments are greater in tasks that are more complex and that
have been more recently learned,
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There are p however, occasional exceptions to the general rules.
Some experiments have shown a more accurate performance of laboratory
tasks by some persons after they were served one or two drinks.
This is believed to be due either to relaxation of inhibitions or
of tensions that hindered the performance when sober, or to extra
care and attention taken to counterbalance recognized impairments.
Nevertheless, as more alcohol is taken in p even these people become
less efficient in their performances. (8)
Less easily measured are·the effects of alcohol on the judgment,
attitudes and self=control.

Evidence indicates that these functions

are affected by less alcohol than it takes to impair simple physical
• . I
responses. The amount of alcohol required"
ta impair driving abil�

ity varies from one individual to another and may vary within the same
individual at different times.

.os

In most cases, any excess beyond

per cent of "blood=alcohol • is· hazardous for drivingo

No one P s

ability is unaffected at blood=alcohol levels approaching .15
per cent. ( 1)
In various midwestern states the driver licenses of those con=
victed of driving while under the influence of liquor may be

..

suspended for a period of time. In enforcing such laws p blood p
breath, urine
and various chemical tests are often used. Because
'
proven effects of alcohol vary among individuals, most courts regard
such evidence as only partial proof of intoxication or impairment.
Various drugs and some pathological conditions can cause a person to
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act much like one affected by alcohol o

Gjven evidence of behavior

that looks like intoxication, a chemical test can show whether alco
hol is, or is not present in- the blood at the time of the testingo
Law enforcement and public education campaigns should be expected
to discourage people from driving after drinking alcohol o
number of drunk driving offenses keeps risingo

Still the

It has, therefore,

been suggested that not all the drinking drivers are just social
drinkers; 1some may be habitual drinkers and excessive drinkers, or
even alcoholicso

Some recent studies indicate that five per cent of

all drinking drivers in reported accidents may be expected to be alco=
holies, while 24 per cent of all drivers convicted of impaired
driving are expected to be alcoholics o (5)
The alcoholic is described as having a feeling of omnipotence
and invulnerability, and of being depressed and inclined to self=
destruction when under "the- influence." This fact plus .that of
the effect of alcohol on the driving ability and on the judgment as
well as the realization that·there are some five million alcoholics
in the United States, cause one to' appreciate the need to further
investigate the driver addicted to alcohol. (7)
With the increase of- public· concern about the extent of
alcoholism, questions concerning' means of prevention have arisen.
As a result, new emphasis is being placed on instruction about
alcohol in health courses offered· in the public schools.
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Newspapers at times publish articles about a group of young people
becoming involved in an automobile accident p and mention the use of
alcohol» if such was usedo

Itc therefore, is important to know to

what extent alcoholic beverages are being used by students» what
the significance of drinking may be to them, and the circumstances
of this use o
Material compiled by medical 0 police and safety agencies show
that drivers under the age of 25 are involved.in 28 per cent of the
fatal automobile accidents o (3)
The National Safety Council reports that drivers under 20 years
of age had six times more single vehicle accidents than the
average. ( 4)
attitudeso

The use of· alcohol varies with age, sex» and parental
Apparently alcohol is being used by the adolescent also P

and to a considerable extent with parent approval. (6)
In educating the public for the prevention of excessive use of
alcohol» it seems that the young adults are in need of emotional
stability» independence, .- and more self=respect o
on highway boards do· not seem to· do the job.

Simple slogans
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Conclusions
Very little information was obtained to make an adequate
comparison of the drunk driving behavior of college students with
that of those persons in a similar age group who have not had college
experience. Whereas the percentages of the college and the none
college people committing these offenses do not vary widely» the
actual number of the drunk driving· cases at the universities are not
sufficient to justify analysis.

For this reason several other

alcohol offenses j committed by college students, were analyzed in
· addition to the drunk driving offense.
Most of the data obtained on the specific charge of drunk
driving came from the offical records of a large metropolitan area.
Thus» any conclusions·concerning·D.U.I.L. offenses are necessarily
based on information received· from this area rather than from
university records.
It became evident that·the number of· alcohol offenses was
greater in areas of greater population densities.

It seems

consistent with the data to conclude that drunken driving is not
connected with any particular age group. With regard to the
educable nature, the anti=social and the sociopathic beh

ior of

individuals committing·D.U.I.L. offenses the following statements
can be made:

In the case of two cities 23 to 46 per cent of the
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transgressors had never officially been charged with any offense;
28 to 44 per cent were only once or twice charged; The second and
third time offenders who might reasonably have been expected to
profit from the first punishment still make up 38 to 55 per cent
of the total number.

Offenders who were repeatedly charged with

drunk driving and who may be classified as chr?nic offenders» anti•
social or even compulsive drinkers» made up 6 to 15 per cent of the
total.
Thirty per cent of these repeaters were divorced; many of them
had children.

Thirty=two per cent were unemployed and 67 per cent

were employed as labourers.·

Fifty=two per cent had criminal records,

including assault and battery, attempted rape� breaking and entering,
theft and forgery» in addition to the alcohol offenses.
In regard to the educable nature» the anti=social and the
sociopathic behavior in students committing alcohol offenses, the
following statements can be made:

Only 15 to 22 per cent of the

students had never been·officially charged with any misbehavior.
Repetition of alcohol offenses occurred in less than 10 per cent
of the total.

Alcohol offenses in combination with the more serious

crimes made up from 4 to·9 per cent of the total number of alcohol
offenses.

The highest number of offenders resided away from home.
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