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BEOWULF
Anthony Alvarado, M.M.

Western Michigan University, 2007

My composition is a tone poem based on the Old English epic poem Beowulf.
Specifically, this piece depicts Beowulf’s three battles with three diverse monsters.
The first Grendel, second Grendel’s mother, and last a dragon. In this composition,
the music does not follow any specific or traditional forms. Instead, each episode is
presented as a picture of each event.

The choice to depict the story of Beowulf was an interesting choice. While
historically the story is significant, it is not a very popular one. The poem is the
oldest surviving manuscript written in Old English. However, more recent
(relatively) authors have given more inspiration to musical pieces such as
Shakespeare or Milton. Therefore, I hope that my piece will shed more light on a
piece of significant literature. As well, as help to renew interest in the tone poem as a

musical form.



INSTRUMENTATION.

SCORE TO BEOWULF
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INSTRUMENTATION

2 Flutes (2" Flute doubles piccolo)
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in Bb
2 Bassoons
4 horns in F
2 Trumpets in Bb
2 Trombones
Tuba
Timpani
Percussion (2 players)
Harp
Celesta
Piano
Strings
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ANTHONY ALVARADO

Beowulf
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Grendel threatens again
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132 Beowulf the Great Hero
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The battle between Grendel and Beowulf
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Celebration in the Mead Hall for Beowulf
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A new threat looms over the great Mead Hall...
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...Grendel's mother
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Beowulf plans his counter-attack...
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...and marches out to the swamp to meet her
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In the Hag's Hall
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Beowulf summons his mighty strength only to have his sword fail him
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Beowulf fights the monster hand-to-hand, but the monster matches each blow

306 J-220 - - )
i e pf P b P e e P At po
Fi o - ﬂ,_:ﬁj::%:ﬁj:
mp
0y a s P Al o 4 ppp bt bo | a5 etk s,

. { 4 f - ‘
Picc. e e e e e e o e o e e s e e e e
D}

D2 £ £ £
Ob e 1 = = E
Y] hi .Iﬁl I !
Dut s 2 ot 2B e | ap i pe | .k 2P £,
a e ; — ; =
) 1 If — [ N — ] T

o z . r
Bsn ?ﬁEEE—-: = - ‘; :i ]h

EtoG
Dvto D
Fto Eb
- = T = T = 1
Timp. [[!jﬂ v 3 — | |
-
Niid
castanets

Perc [:H—atgtz

Pno

F = =
Vin.1 = = e ns =
S
p—
Vin. 1l = = "
T T T
S
.--'—-I__--!-.
Via = i - il }
). 1
ve 3 2 =
S T
4 t 4
Cb = = - o E
S T



44

abf o 4
abR s 4
s a4

-
-
I3
»

P
-
-
f
t

»

alE 4
AP s .
. b7

»
»
£

-

abp o 4
abe a4

-
-

e - 4

.bﬁ. P

-

=i

P

-
t

=

®

8 % -
g

0w
T
o
N
| Fan ¥
n

309

=%

b

a i

o bR o st

=
7

0w
F at
5

i

133" 4

ra

T
=

'

cb. |EF

Pno

Vin. 11

Vin. |



mf
T
P

.

| ——|
=
= = 1
e & & b
t ==
B R o o = .
¥ 3+t
13
e oo ¥

I
) T W mEE B
I

open
e
i —
=
open
—

X

ey ol TS ([T I
i net g8 g . gt
fe1
i
j R (" Ae__ @ $ (
L
aml i B £ L A £
Ne & F,ONS N e SNEe 28
= g & © § T Z e g E & E PR
=] = o > >
e G

Cb. |EEE



2 bk o 3 =] bk =2 2]
b=
S,
4 m ] ]
g%
B
E-]
go
D E e s Rl Sixal s saul
] ] ] ] ]
2
By
p(i ﬁ 12 b bl o
Y i el il el
] '
ouf] QL —JTR o i
L TITRE LTI FLI sl L TRE RN ! ! !
LI} [YIRR T o
ﬁ .iﬁ A ol mmjv A A o]
N oL M Y]
Qi ALY TR [ L ' ' ]
il oLl - QL
) o mn 4 4l ) il
m to Q# 0] h..@v <nEl N h.nmu < _.muv ﬂl o\
= § & 5 1 f 1 =B & ¢
£ £ =

Timp.

%

H <
’ |} "
| <
m
. m -~
e s 2m 3 bl g I AT
) ] ) b
mﬁ £
£y
o A ﬂ o 1=x s
ey ™ Y i i M R
LT R e TIL L
o4 L 148 N { 181 [ 158
il Sl alll N N
Aﬁr A.rr -.i“ n ._..w ._._,_H
ol i all ML %
b
]
i
i 1 TR I m
m il T e e .:ﬁ
Sl A1 a1 32 1
NER g -
I - - 1)
8 - = & 5 s
8 £ E = > &)



FlL.

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn. 1+2

Hn. 3+4

Tpt.

Tbn

B. Tbn.

Timp,

Perc.

Vin. 1

Vin. 11

Via

Perc.

Hp.{

...he grabs the sword and delivers the final blow
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329 /=88 S0 years later; King Beowulf is facing a different threat to his kingdom...
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364 Beowulf meets the dragon in its keep
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Beowulf summons his strength and attacks
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Beowaulf, for the first time in his life,

must regroup

399
rQ

Fl. |iy

L @J

2 iedberote

L«
& il
(VA A
T
A
o - A 1y
Wl | FISTTY
i 3 23 4 HHH
?.. 5 | ﬁ!.-
- A m 3
s EY H T
M N N JaH
.T- e . iy
™ W 1 L i
m LT -_ 1L— ¥
™ e, [ axt / o L)
A
L
E=
M
L 11 N y i i)
' O LWL
=% i B Thie T
£ i T
as = 1] |
e L )
_a.. . ”— Hu— 191
1 £ 1 H Iy
b 2 8 I I+
t Bk

o}

Vla.

Ve.

change to flute

N ot
i it
y Tl A i
-11— 1
L H il ]
(i |
) e 1l
. i, L )1
-+ 1] _ i3 oy
[ o iy
1 l~ 1L ]
i3 a8 1 o
—. ey B fat T
] Ex 18 .l i
H i) i} <H
will H £ ‘e
[\ T
%
A‘r
L
N

F i

.
¥ 2t
| |8 Fan W=

| [naiiae ;

Picc.

.Lu_ ey S
Eab -:.— l— T
] Eig! Wt = ..Ar.——
P NIy a4 HH
[ o Rl EX BN T

4 L

<5 4
(Vi (Y T

*x

tu.‘h- Lum

L1 ¥

P

W

[t

Pam!

(¥ el |

i

J L el
ML 5.3 £
~ i+ it My
g il {10 L
_. 58 _._|L— 4
i s+ it ‘e
1l
el r _r..‘-
L h.
-l E=Elz S
L] i ny
17 st w.r-u T
“ L)
_.n e+ H ek ]
<xEfo A.zm ™ N
1 N
5 E e = S =
< A S > > &



58

417

| |
h
2 2 2
M o |F o |r
by i Il , . . 5 5 2
LY [ il S IS mw £ s $
i i _ T
L ] ._.uu— Q —lln Q ﬁ._zxjd i ey T
WD “SHTRTH
enm_u. Rl =
R 15
mrt, ot | L]
I < s
TR “T1 %, @l ' [ E e
i ac. face T % l3caal
| i
™9 .||~ <
A el i ] ] i fiib}
Wl v ML I
i LN A} T ES ik
(i
MY e 4 T
“wK “¥
" ] ] >y Ry had
Y | « T
\ i “wn “HI8
e, % Tl B E8 ik ]
\ ML i B
wTe _I E3 i e
] ] B L 188 |4t
b v -uu_U_ L 183 N
5 ; ! S T Eel Lx nl._-
_. i)
iy i inl
YWD “UryTHTe
' ] ' TRyt Rt ad
£ Phiig 1)
Pl P
“~ 1
H I 1]
g e uﬂnl H L A
s N e o & ik 2
| : : : E : ;
£ o

Hn. 1+2




Beowulf regains his strength...

...but is caught by the dragon's teeth...
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con sord.

Each of the combatants are mortally wounded

Grave
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