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DAYS OF INSPIRATION: A CHAMBER SYMPHONY
IN THREE MOVEMENTS
Tamzen Marie Baker, M.M.

Western Michigan University, 2006

My thesis is a chamber symphony in three movements. The instrumentation
is as follows: one flute, one oboe, one clarinet, one bassoon, one horn, one timpani
(movements one and three), one bongos(movements two and three), one triangle
(movement two), one marimba(movement one), one vibraphone(movement two), one
piano, one violin I, one violin II, one viola, one cello, and one string bass. The first
movement also contains a soprano solo that is cued by other instruments if a soloist is
unavailable.

The first movement is in Dorian and Aeolian modes. The second movement
features a whole tone scale and a middle section of aleatoric music. The third
movement places pentatonic harmony against a classically harmonized melody to
create polytonality and also contains a fugue that utilizes quartal and quintal
harmonies. The entire symphony draws upon both classical and minimalist ideas and

was inspired by the music of videogames, Japanese animation and film scores.
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INSTRUMENTATION

1 flute

1 oboe

1 clarinet

1 bassoon

1 hom

timpani (mvmts. 1 & 3)
bongo (mvmts. 2 & 3)
triangle (mvmt. 2)
marimba (mvmt. 1)
vibraphone (mvmt. 2)
piano

soprano (preferred - part is cued in oboe & clarinet if unavailable)
1 violin I

1 violin II

1 viola

1 cello

1 double bass

v



EDITORIAL NOTES FOR MOVEMENT 2

Conductor:

At rehearsal letter A, stop conducting. Cue each instrument's pattern in the order they
enter and let it repeat several times before cueing the next until all indicated parts are
playing at their individual tempi and frequencies.

Next, at rehearsal letter B, cut-off the violins and begin conducting low string melody.
Other instruments should continue to play independently of the melody's tempo.

At rehearsal letter C, cut-off half of the aleatoric instruments, cue violins and continue
conducting melody through the accel. until the ensemble returns to one tempo at
rehearsal letter D. All instruments must listen to the strings melody in order to
properly realign at rehearsal letter D with their new material.

Instrumentalists: (written in individual parts)

Starting at rehearsal letter A, when cued, begin playing your pattern at any tempo or
frequency you desire. Continue playing independently of the conducted melody until
you are either cut-off at rehearsal letter C or accel. into the conducted tempo and new
material of rehearsal letter D. All instruments must listen to the strings melody in
order to properly realign at rehearsal letter D.
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