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AS THE RUIN FALLS 

Luke Dahn, M.M. 

Western Michigan University, 2003 

As the Ruin Falls is a two-movement work scored for full orchestra, 

augmented with bass clarinet, piano, and three percussionists. Though the title comes 

from a poem written by C.S. Lewis, it is in no way is a programmatic representation 

of the poem's content. Furthermore, the programmatic "scenes" in the second 

movement do not relate to the poem. The title was selected only to signify the work's 

rather ominous character. 

The primary musical building block for the entire work is a four-note chord 

whose construction is symmetrical - two minor thirds separated by a perfect fourth: 

C-Eb-Ab-Cb (or B). The outer two notes span the interval of a major seventh. As a

result, the two most important intervals are the minor third and the major seventh. 
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As the Ruin Falls 
Luke Dahn 

INSTRUMENTATION 

2 Flutes (Second doubling Piccolo) 
2 Oboes 
2 Clarinets in Bb 
Bass Clarinet 
2 Bassoons 
4 Homs in F 
2 Trumpets in C 
3 Trombones 
Tuba 
Timpani (4) 
Percussion 1 

marimba, 4 toms, snare drum, brake drum, triangle, tam-tam 
Percussion 2 

large cymbal, 2 bongos, anvil, tam-tam, jawbone 
Percussion 3 

sus. cymbals (3), bass drum, snare drum, whip 
Piano 
Violin I 
Violin II 
Viola 
Cello 

Double Bass 

Duration: ca. 15 minutes 
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