
Western Michigan University Western Michigan University 

ScholarWorks at WMU ScholarWorks at WMU 

Masters Theses Graduate College 

4-2007 

Orchestra Sketch Orchestra Sketch 

Lei Li 
Western Michigan University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses 

 Part of the Composition Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Li, Lei, "Orchestra Sketch" (2007). Masters Theses. 5264. 
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses/5264 

This Masters Thesis-Open Access is brought to you 
for free and open access by the Graduate College at 
ScholarWorks at WMU. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in Masters Theses by an authorized 
administrator of ScholarWorks at WMU. For more 
information, please contact wmu-
scholarworks@wmich.edu. 

http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/grad
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fmasters_theses%2F5264&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/519?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fmasters_theses%2F5264&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses/5264?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fmasters_theses%2F5264&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:wmu-scholarworks@wmich.edu
mailto:wmu-scholarworks@wmich.edu
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/


ORCHESTRA SKETCH 

by 

Lei Li 

A Thesis 
Submitted to the 

Faculty of The Graduate College 
in partial fulfillment of the 

requirements for the 
Degree of Master of Music 

School of Music 

Western Michigan University 
Kalamazoo, Ml 

April 2007 



© 2007 Lei Li 



ORCHESTRA SKETCH 

Lei Li, M.M. 

Western Michigan University, 2007 

This orchestra piece consists of two movements inspired by the beauty and power 

of nature. The entire piece uses colorful orchestration and sensitive harmonic language as 

a palette to draw nature's colors. 

As I began sketching out the first movement in early spring, every living creature 

was gradually emerging from its winter slumber, bringing bright colors into the world. 

The green grass appeared under the white snow, brown trees tum green, and many yellow 

daffodils and white tulips started to blossom. This first movement uses lyrical dialogues 

between strings and the orchestra to express the romantic emotions of spring's blossoms. 

The second movement reminds us of nature's anger where spring' s dark rain and 

sparking thunderstorms ruthlessly pound the budding flowers. After the destructive 

storm, everything returns to a calm state and the following morning's floral fragrance 

quietly spreads through the air again. This movement primarily uses two rhythmic 

motives to build the music's energy. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

INSTRUMENTATION ................................................... , ................................................. iii 

PERFORMANCE NOTES ................................................................................................. iv 

SCORE TO "ORCHESTRA SKETCH" 

Blossom ................................................................................................................... 1 

Spark of Darkness .................................................................................................. 23 

ii 



2 Flutes (1' double piccolo) 

2 Oboes 

2 B-Flat Clarinets 

2 Bassoons 

4 Homs in F 

2 Trumpets 

Strings 

INSTRUMENTATION 

3 Trombones 

Tuba 

Timpani (4) 

Harp 

Vibraphone/Xylophone/Celesta/Tambourine 

Marimba/Glockenspiel/Crotales/Wood-blocks 

Percussion First Movement 

Wood-blocks 

,(5• 
-r 

Bass drum 

Suspended cymbal 

+ 

Finger cymbals 

Second Movement 

Bass Srum 

Tom-toms 

2' 
I f 

Timbales 

Bongos 
r, 

Snare drum 
-

Duration: ca 13 Minutes 

Score in C 

Ill 

' 



s.t.

s.p.

l. batt.

ord. 

c.s.

Ped. 

PERFORMANCE NOTES 

Sul tasto - Over the fingerboard 

Sul Ponticello - Near the bridge 

Legno battuto - tap with the wood 

play normally 

con sord 

Use pedal 

very slow vibrate 

This score is in C. All instruments at concert pitch except 

those which normally transpose the octave or double octave. 

Accidentals apply in the traditional manner. In the trumpets 

and trombones, con sord refers to straight mutes. 
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