
Western Michigan University Western Michigan University 

ScholarWorks at WMU ScholarWorks at WMU 

Masters Theses Graduate College 

8-2000 

MASS MASS 

Michael J. Miller 
Western Michigan University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses 

 Part of the Composition Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Miller, Michael J., "MASS" (2000). Masters Theses. 5263. 
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses/5263 

This Masters Thesis-Open Access is brought to you 
for free and open access by the Graduate College at 
ScholarWorks at WMU. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in Masters Theses by an authorized 
administrator of ScholarWorks at WMU. For more 
information, please contact wmu-
scholarworks@wmich.edu. 

http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/grad
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fmasters_theses%2F5263&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/519?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fmasters_theses%2F5263&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses/5263?utm_source=scholarworks.wmich.edu%2Fmasters_theses%2F5263&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:wmu-scholarworks@wmich.edu
mailto:wmu-scholarworks@wmich.edu
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/


MASS 

by 

Michael J. Miller 

A Thesis 
Submitted to the 

Faculty of The Graduate College 
in partial fulfillment of the 

requirements for the 
Degree of Master of Music 

School of Music 

Western Michigan University 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 

August 2000 



Copyright by 

Michael J. Miller 
2000 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

I would like to begin by acknowledging the individuals who have taken the 

time to teach me the art of composition: Dr. Richard N. Stewart of Cornerstone 

University, Raymon Zupko and Curtis Curtis-Smith of Western Michigan University, 

and Dr. Daniel Crozier of Rollins College. Their knowledge and passion for music is 

a continued source of inspiration for me. 

Secondly, I would like to thank the members of my thesis committee, Dr. 

David Sheldon, Dr. Richard Adams, and Curtis Curtis-Smith, for taking the time to 

review my work and discuss it with me. Dr. Sheldon has been especially helpful with 

the details of completing my degree while living in Florida. 

I would like to thank my parents, Cliff and Mary Lou Miller, for their love 

and support. Their encouragement, prayers, and money, put me through college and 

enabled me to have a fulfilling career. Their expectations for me were higher than my 

own, and they gave me the Biblical basis to understand why I compose. 

I would like to thank my wife, Wendy, who has been my companion on the 

Canterbury Trail, which is the reason I can write a setting of the mass ordinary. It is 

with great affection that I dedicate this piece to her. 

Lastly, I would like to thank my Creator, who has entrusted into my bumbling 

hands His most precious image. Soli Deo Gloria!

Michael J. Miller 

ll 



MASS 

Michael J. Miller, M.M. 

Western Michigan University, 2000 

MASS is a musical setting of the ordinary parts of the mass: Kyrie, Gloria, 

Credo, Sanctus, and Agnus Dei. These five texts constitute the bulk of Christian 

liturgy for well over the past millennia. MASS is scored for SA TB chorus and small 

chamber orchestra. 

The primary concept from which the movements derive their harmonic 

material is "chiasmus." A chiasmus is an inverted relationship between the syntactic 

elements of parallel phrases, as in the phrase "to stop too fearful, and too faint to go." 

It is a rhetorical device that is the basis of much Hebrew thought and permeates the 

Scriptures. MASS is an effort, in part, to translate the idea of chiasmus into musical 

terms. 
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PERFORMANCE NOTES 

Special attention should be paid to the grouping of eighth notes in the Gloria. 

These patterns metamorphose throughout the movement and the accents should be 

used to highlight these groupings. 

In the Sanctus, eighth notes remain at a constant tempo regardless of changes 

in the time signature. In measures 67-69, members of the chorus are to speak their 

parts at the indicated pitches. 
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I. KYRIE

Kyrie e/ieson. 

Christe elieson. 

Kyrie e/ieson. 

TEXT TRANSLATIONS 

VI 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

Christ, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 



II. GLORIA

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Et in terra pax 

Homnibus bonae voluntatis. 

Laudamus te, benedicimus te, 
Adoramus te, glorificamus te. 

Gratias agimus tibi 

propter magnam gloriam tuam. 

Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, 
Deus Pater omnipotens. 

Domine Fili unigenite, 

Jesu Christe. 

Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, 
Filius Patris. 

Qui tollis peccata mundi, 

miserere nobis. 

Qui tollis peccata mundi, 
suscipe deprecationem nostram. 

Quie sedes 

ad dexteram Patris, 
miserere nobis. 

Quoniam tu so/us Sanctus. 

Tu so/us Dominus. 

Tu so/us Altissimus, 
Jesu Christe. 

Cum Sancto Spiritu 

in gloria Dei Patris. 
Amen. 

Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace 
to men of good will. 

We praise thee, we bless thee, 
we adore thee, we glorify thee. 

We give thee thanks 
for thy great glory. 

0 Lord God, heavenly king, 
God the Father almighty. 

0 Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son! 

0 Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father. 

Who takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

Who takest away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer. 

Who sittest 
at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy upon us. 

For thou alone art holy. 

Thou alone art Lord. 

Thou alone art most high, 
0 Jesus Christ. 

Together with the Holy Ghost 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

Vil 



III. CREDO

Credo in unum Deum, 
Patrem omnipotentem, 
factorem coe/i et terrae, 
visibilium omnium 
et invisibilium. 

Et in unum Dominum Jesum Christum, 
Filium Dei unigenitum. 

Et ex Paire natum 
ante omnia saecula. 

Deum de Deo, 
lumen de lumine, 
Deum verum de Deo vero. 

Genitum non factum, 
consubstantialem Patri: 
per quern omnia fact a sunt. 

Qui propter nos homines 
et propter nostram salutem 

descendit de coelis. 

Et incarnatus est 
de Spiritu Sancto 
ex Maria Virgine, 
et homo factus est. 

Crucifixus etiam pro nobis: 
sub Pontio Pilato 
passus et sepultus est. 

Et resurrexit tertia die, 
secundum Scripturas. 

Et ascendit in coelum: 
sedet 
ad dexteram Patris. 

Et iterum venturus est cum gloria, 

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible 
and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
only -begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father 

before all ages; 

God of God, 
Light of light, 
true God of true God; 

begotten, not made; 
consubstantial with the Father; 

by whom all things were made. 

Who for us men, 
and for our salvation, 

came down from heaven; 

and was incarnate 
by the Holy Ghost 

of the Virgin Mary; 
and was made man. 

He was crucified also for us, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
and was buried. 

And the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures; 

And ascended into heaven. 
He sitteth 

at the right hand of the Father; 

and he shall come again with glory 

V1ll 



judicare vivos et mortuos: 
cujus regni non erit finis. 

Et in Spiritum Sanctum, 
Dominum et vivificantem: 
qui ex Patre 
Filioque procedit. 

Qui cum Patre et Filio 
simul adoratur et conglorificatur: 
qui locutus est per Prophetas. 

Et in unam sanctam catholicam 
et apostalicam Ecclesiam. 

Confiteor unum baptisma 
in remissionem peccatorum. 

Et expecto 
resurrectionem mortuorum. 

Et vitam venturi saeculi. 
Amen. 

to judge the living and the dead; 
and his kingdom shall have no end. 

And in the Holy Ghost, 
the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceedeth 
from the Father and the Son, 

who together with the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified; 
who spoke by the Prophets. 

And in one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic Church. 

I confess one baptism 
for the remission of sins. 

And I await 
the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

IX 



IV. SANCTUS

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, 
Dominus Deus Sabaoth. 

Pleni sunt coeli et terra 
gloria tua. 
Hosanna in excelsis. 

Benedictus qui venit 
in nomine Domini. 
Hosanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God of hosts. 

Heaven and earth 

are full of thy glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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V. AGNUSDEI

Agnus Dei, 
qui tollis peccata mundi, 

miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, 
qui tollis peccata mundi, 
miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, 
qui tollis peccata mundi, 

dona nobis pacem. 

Lamb of God, 
who takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

Lamb of God, 
who takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

Lamb of God, 
who takest away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 

XI 
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