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VARIANTS ON THE HOLIDAY SEASON

Gary Powell Nash, M.M.
Western Michigan University, 1989

Variants on the Holiday Season is a symphonic poem for full orch-

estra. This composition is based on five Christmas songs including three
Medieval tunes, ''Nowel Syng We Bothe Al and Son," "Riu Riu," and "Two
French Dances," along with "O Come All Ye Faithful" and "Deck the Halls."
Most of the music is derived from motives, rhythms, harmonies, and inter-
val patterns of the original songs. The harmonies employed are created
from the modes of the original tunes. Although there is no program
supporting this work, it is considered a symphonic poem because it in-
corporates chimes, glockenspiel and sleigh bells which are all used to
create allusions to the Christmas holiday.

Variants on the Holiday Season, completed May 10, 1989 is specially

dedicated to the memory of Preston Joseph Nash, Sr. (1921-1989).



Instrumentation

Piccolo

Flute I

Flute II

Oboes I and II
English Horn
Eb Clarinet
Bb Clarinet I
BF Clarinet II
BP Bass Clarinet
Bassoon I
Bassoon II

F Horn I and II

F Horn III and IV

Bb Trumpet I

Bp Trumpet II and III
Trombone I

Trombone II and III(Bass)
Tuba

Percussion I: Snare Drum
Bass Drum
Crash Cymbals

Percussion II: Glockenspiel
Xylophone
Vibraphone
Chimes
Suspended Cymbal
Gong -
Triangle
Sleigh Bells
Timpani

Violin I (A, B, C)
Violin II (A, B, C)
Viola

Cello (A, B)
Contrabass

Accidentals hold through for continuously repeated notes and two note
ostinato passages.
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