
201

About the Author

After public schooling in Darien, 
Connecticut, on both coasts of Florida, 
two towns in Iowa, and a military base on 
the Mojave desert, Edward (“Mike”) Jayne 
attended the University of California through 
his master’s degree in English, then SUNY 
of Buffalo for a Ph.D. under the guidance 
of Lionel Abel and Leslie Fiedler.  He taught 
critical theory at Humboldt State University, 
the Universities of Massachusetts and 
Minnesota, the Universities of Freiburg 
and Munich in Germany, the latter under a 
Fulbright fellowship, and the University of 
Santa Catarina in Brazil. He spent his final 
two decades of teaching at Western Michigan 
University (edward.jayne@wmich.edu).  

Jayne’s literary approach in his 
various publications depends on thorough 
explicative analysis, and here, in his first 
and only venture in legal history, he puts 
this approach to use in order to help 
clarify what actually happened during the 
necessarily complex first fifteen years of our 
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nation.  His text benefits from the editorial 
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his patient wife, Elaine, who helps moderate 
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