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Lee Honors College
Items of Academic Interest
Dr. Kelly Schultz, Program
Coordinator of the Lee Honors College’s
Academically Talented Youth Program,
and Nan Janecke, Program Assistant,
attended the National Association for
Gifted Children’s 57th Annual Convention
in Atlanta, Georgia, from November
11 - 14. This year’s conference, “Great
Minds Leading the Way,” was attended
Dr. Kelly Schultz
by approximately 1,500 educators,
parents, and professionals and
featured presentations on all aspects
of giftedness. The arts, computers &
technology, conceptual foundations,
counseling and guidance, creativity,
curriculum studies, global awareness,
professional development, research and
evaluation, and STEM instruction were all
on the agenda. Prominently featured was
Nan Janecke
the work of Dr. Carol Dweck of Stanford
University. Dr. Dweck’s session “Mindsets,
Praise, and Gifted Education: How Our Messages Can Help or
Hinder the Development of Talent,” showcased her research in
the field of motivational psychology and gave insight into the
differences between talent and success, and how changing
mindsets can help all learners fulfill their potential. Dr. Schultz
and Ms. Janecke also led their own session, “Getting and
Staying Together: Creating a Support and Advocacy Group
that Works,” which was available as a virtual presentation
across the country.

Faculty and Staff Accolades
Eighteen students, including two Medallion Scholars,
graduated from the Lee Honors College (LHC) on December
18, 2010. With a median cumulative GPA of 3.75, over seventyfive percent of the class graduated with honors from WMU.
The ceremony, held on December 17, honored the graduating
students and also offered an opportunity for the LHC to
present faculty and staff awards. Thomas Knific, Music,
Dr. Donald Schreiber, Chemistry, and Dr. Brian Wilson,
Comparative Religion, were inducted as members of the Lee
Honors College Faculty Fellows. This designation was created
in 2005 by the Provost and the WMU Deans Council to honor
those people who have made significant contributions to the
life of the Lee Honors College as professors, thesis advisors,
and mentors to our students. Each year members are added
to this group as we try to recognize and reward the dedication
of our talented faculty and the contributions they make to
the enrichment of our students’ academic life. The College’s
Distinguished Service Award was created in 2007 to recognize
the contributions of our friends throughout the academic
community who have given time and shown dedication to the
welfare of the LHC. Our most recent awardees were Steven
Culver, Mathematics, and Kenneth Schaefer, Admissions.
Also featured during the ceremony was the music of honors
student Erin Yanacek and friends Eric Paul Clifton and Eric
Bowman. The event was held in the West Ballroom at the
Bernhard Center with a reception for the graduates and their
guests held prior to the award ceremony.

Student and Alumni Accolades
On December 6, 2010, the national honor society of Alpha
Lambda Delta (ALD) held a reception for the 50 members
Continued on next page
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who graduated at the end of the semester.
Graduates present received their ALD
cords, and those graduating with honors
also received a certificate from the national
office. For the second year in a row, ALD
members collected items for the family they
had adopted for the holidays, and a 50-50
raffle was held to contribute to their global
cause of supporting the Rwandan orphans.
During the recognition event ALD members
also prepared Survival Kits that were then
passed out to freshmen caught studying
during exam week.

College of Arts and
Sciences

Faculty and Staff Accolades
Las Tortugas, from the
Department of Spanish, were out in
full force during the Campus Classic
5K Run and Fun Walk on Oct. 2, 2010.
Representing students, alumni,
faculty, administrators, friends, and
family of the Department of Spanish,
the Tortugas finished in third place
among the College Division Teams.
Sporting WMU Department of
Spanish turtle shirts, the Tortugas
Members of Las Tortugas: Marlene Camacho-Ochoa,
Sandra Martinez, Berta Carrasco, Ainhoa Segura
were easily recognized throughout
Zariquiegui
the 5K course. This year, 29 Tortugas
participated in the Homecoming
Campus Classic 5K events and festivities, comprising the
largest team since their debut in 2003.

Items of Academic Interest
The Department of Geosciences has launched a new
master’s degree program at Notre Dame for science, computer
science, math, and engineering graduates. This program is
designed for students who do not intend to pursue a Ph.D.
in their field. Instead, it offers them a way to apply their
undergraduate science or engineering background to the high
technology business sector. ESTEEM (Engineering, Science,
and Technology Entrepreneurship Excellence Master) is an
innovative one-year accelerated master’s degree program
developed jointly by the College of Science, the College of
Engineering, and the Mendoza College of Business to address
the many challenges engineering and science graduates
encounter in today’s high technology business world. Focused
on innovation, entrepreneurship and product development,
the program is designed to help students translate their
quantitative skills to the high technology arena. Graduates of
the ESTEEM program will receive a Master of Science degree in
engineering, science, and technology entrepreneurship.
New Issues Poetry & Prose published three new books of
poetry this fall: “Reliquary Fever: New and Selected Poems,”
by Beckian Fritz Goldberg; “Pima Road Notebook,” by Keith
Ekiss; and “Vivisect,” by Lisa Lewis. Check out www.wmich.edu/
newissues for more info. Beckian Fritz Goldberg will be reading
at WMU on Thursday, November 4.
Jean Kimmel, professor of
economics, recently published a book.
It is coauthored with Rachel Connelly,
a professor of economics at Bowdoin
College and is titled: “Time Use of
Mothers in the United States at the
Turn of the 21st Century” (W.E. Upjohn
Institute for Employment Research,
2010).
Jean Kimmel

Faculty members Dr. José António Brandão, Dr. Renee’
Schwartz, and Melinda Koelling have received prestigious
grants and awards.
•
Dr. José António Brandão, a specialist in New France
and First Nations history, has been awarded several
prestigious research awards in support of his current
work on the French Michilimackinac Research Project
(FMRP). The FMRP, of which Brandão is a co-director,
aims to identify and translate French language
materials related to the early history of Michigan,
especially of the Straits of Mackinac region. The first
award, which totals $129,000 over five years, was
given directly to Mackinac State Historic Parks by the
Florence Gould Foundation. In late April, Brandão
also was awarded the Lester J. Cappon Fellowship in
Documentary Editing from the Newberry Library in
Chicago, home to collections that are central to his
research. This award provides up to $5000 to support
historical editing projects based on Newberry.
Brandão will be on sabbatical during the 2010-11
academic year, spending time at the Newberry and
working on the forthcoming book, Mémoires of
Michilimackinac.
•
Dr. Renee’ Schwartz (Mallinson Institute for
Science Education) has received a grant as part of a
team from WMU. The project is: “Virtual laboratory
for engineering and applied sciences education
(EASE). Hewlett Packard. HP Catalyst. Global Social
Innovation.” PI: Pnina Ari-Gur. Co-PIs: Renee’
Schwartz, Roman Rabiej, Pavel Ikonomov,
Daniel Litynski. (1/2011 - 12/2012). Award amount:
$150,000.
•
Melinda Koelling, assistant professor of mathematics,
has been awarded a $5000 grant from the Michigan
Space Grant Consortium in support of her project,
Mathematical Models of Several Neurons Near a
Microelectrode Array. Project dates are May, 2010,
Continued on next page
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to April, 2011. The Consortium grants program is
administered by NASA. Its grants support research on
space-related science and technology.
English professor Jaimy Gordon
is the winner of the 2010 National
Book Award for fiction. Gordon’s new
novel “Lord of Misrule” was selected
for the coveted annual prize that USA
Today calls “publishing’s version of
the Academy Awards.” The prize in
fiction has been won previously by
such literary giants as William Faulkner,
Saul Bellow and John Updike. It comes
with a $10,000 cash award and bronze
Jaimy Gordon
statue, but literary prestige and
increased book sales are among the
benefits as well. Gordon’s novel, her fourth, was published
just this month by McPherson & Co. Set in the world of West
Virginia horse racing in the early 1970s, the book was praised
by the judges as a ‘vivid, memorable and linguistically rich
novel” about the rock-bottom end of the sport of kings.
Gordon has taught at WMU since 1981, Gordon earned
degrees from Antioch College and Brown University. She has
published three other novels--”Bogeywoman,” “Shamp of the
City-Solo” and “She Drove Without Stopping.” For 2010, there
were more than 300 books submitted for the National Book
Award in the fiction category.

Daneen Wardrop

Dr. Laura Spielvogel

Daneen Wardrop is the recipient
of a coveted Creative Writing
Fellowship in poetry awarded by the
National Endowment of the Arts.
Selected through an anonymous
review process, the fellowships
encourage the production of new
works of literature by allowing writers
the time and means to write. The
Creative Writing Fellowships alternate
annually between poetry and prose.
This year, the NEA received 1,063
eligible applications; the 42 poets
recommended will each receive a
fellowship of $25,000.
Dr. Laura Spielvogel is one of 25
recipients of a competitive fellowship
to develop educational products for
the Kauffman Education Ventures
program. Spielvogel, associate
professor of anthropology, was
selected for the program from a pool
of more than 1,400 applicants. She is
part of a three-person team charged
with developing two interactive “social
e-textbooks,” one covering cultural
anthropology and the other on the
Civil War and Reconstruction. From

mid-February through May, fellows in the Kauffman Education
Ventures program will be immersed in an intensive, residential,
hands-on fellowship designed to catalyze the creation of
educational companies with the potential to change the face
of education and generate thousands of jobs and
dramatic economic benefits. The pool of 1,400
applicants for the fellowship was initially winnowed
to 50, and those educators were required to spend
a week at the Kauffman Lab in a competitive “boot
camp.” The final selections were made by a panel
of judges and coaches. A WMU faculty member
since 2000, Spielvogel works on issues of gender,
popular culture and globalization in contemporary
Japan and with notions of identity and community
that define cultures in the United States. She is
the author of “Working Out in Japan: Shaping
the Female Body in Tokyo Fitness Clubs,” (Duke
University Press, 2003), and numerous articles. She earned her
doctoral degree from Yale University in 1998.

Student and Alumni Accolades
Department of History Ph.D.
student Stephen Staggs has won two
prestigious research fellowships that
will allow him to spend the 201011 academic year completing the
research for his dissertation, “IndianDutch Relations in New Netherlands
and New York during the Seventeenth
and Eighteenth Centuries.” Staggs
is working under the supervision
of Drs. José António Brandão and
James Palmitessa. Palmitessa praised
Stephen Staggs
Staggs’s work in developing the
project: “Steve’s knowledge of North
American and Dutch History of the Golden Age, proficiency
in Dutch, and transnational approach position him to make
important contributions to our knowledge of the New
Netherlands.” The “NY400 Fulbright Grant” is a commemorative
grant that celebrates 400 years of Dutch-American friendship
and the 60th anniversary of the Fulbright Program in the
Netherlands. The Netherlands Ministry of Education, Culture
and Science and the U.S. State Department, together with the
Netherland America Foundation and the Holland America
Friendship Foundation, created this scholarship to enable
one student at the graduate level to conduct research in
the Netherlands for one academic year. Applicants from any
field were invited to apply, as long as their proposed project
was devoted to the study of an aspect of the longstanding
relationship between the Netherlands and the United States.
Shortly after accepting the Fulbright award, Staggs learned
he also had been awarded the Larry J. Hackman Research
Award from the New York State Archives Trust. Staggs will use
this award to return to his archival work in Albany, the other
key collection he is using for his project. Brandão described
Continued on next page
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Staggs’s grants as “wonderful affirmations of the merit and
potential of his dissertation. These awards are, after all, highly
sought after and awarded after careful review of applications
by experts in the field.”

•
Location: 1220 Chemistry Building
•
Time: 12:30 - 1:45
Jan. 27
•
Event: Keynote Speaker
•
Title: “University Center for the Humanities presents”
Martha Nussbaum, Ernst Freund Distinguished
Service Professor of Law and Ethics University of
Chicago Law School
•
Location: Bernhard Center 157, or Richmond Center
Lecture Hall
•
Time: 3 p.m., 7 p.m., and 8.pm.
Jan. 31
•
Event: Department of Physics Colloquium
•
Title: “Cellular Mechanics,” presented by Margaret
Gardel, from the University of Chicago
•
Location: 1110 Rood Hall (refreshments at 3:30 pm;
2202 Everett Tower)
•
Time: 4 p.m. February
Feb. 17
•
Event: Lecture
•
Title: “Searching for Maria Pérez: An Experimental
Narrative,” presented by Dr. Simon Doubleday,
Associate Professor History, Hofstra University,
commentary by Dr. Catherine Julien, Dept. of History
•
Location: Meader Rare Book Room, Waldo Library
•
Time: 4 p.m.

At the Eastern Section of the American Association
of Petroleum Geologists (ESAAPG) in Kalamazoo, former
geosciences M.S. student Heather Qualman received the 2009
ESAAPG award for best presentation as a graduate student in
the professional session for her talk titled “3-D Interpretation
of the Reservoir Property Distribution in the Belle River
Mills Silurian (Niagaran) Reef, St. Clair County, Michigan.”
Geosciences graduate student Marcel Robinson received
a third place for his poster at the American Association of
Petroleum Geologists Rocky Mountain Roundup in Laramie,
Wyo., and Farsheed Rock received an honorable mention.
Quinton Quaye, a Western Michigan University senior,
majoring in graphic design with a minor in Chinese, won first
place at the Midwest Regional Chinese Speaking Contest at
Northwest University in Chicago, Ill. The win is a testament
to Quaye’s personal desire to study and master a foreign
language. He competed against more than 50 contestants,
most of whom were students from the University of Chicago
and Northwest University, and took first place in the secondyear Chinese level. Contestants were graded based on the
fluidity of their speech, the quality of their use of the “four
tones of Chinese,” their special skills in Chinese culture, and
their overall presentation. Quaye presented his sketch with the
Assessment of Student Learning
help of some Chinese partners
and his Chinese calligraphy skills
Dr. Christian Hirsch, renowned Western
before a panel of 12 judges. Quaye
Michigan University mathematics educator, has
shared a memory that it was a
been awarded a three-year, $3.5 million grant
martial arts movie that sparked
from the National Science Foundation to develop
his desire to learn Chinese. “What
a mathematics course for high school seniors
first piqued my interest in Chinese
that will prepare them for college-level courses
culture was the film Crouching
in majors that do not require calculus. Hirsch,
Tiger Hidden Dragon,” Quaye said.
who is nationally known for his work in leading
“I developed a huge crush on one
the successful Core-Plus Mathematics Project at
of the movie’s main actors, Zhang
WMU, will lead a new effort called Transitions to
Ziyi. I thought she was amazing
College Mathematics and Statistics. The goal is
Quinton Quaye (right) with Professor Wang Xiaojun
and so I gave myself a challenge--I
to design, develop, field-test, refine and bring to
would start learning Chinese so
publication a fourth-year mathematics course
one day I would be fluent enough to have a conversation with
that can be used in high schools around the nation, regardless
her.”
of the type of curriculum used for the first three years. Hirsch
and his team will develop an eight-unit course for seniors that
blends core mathematical skills from algebra and geometry
Upcoming Events
that students need to succeed on college placement tests
Jan. 25
with a wide range of high-interest topics that cover the ways
•
Event: Biological Sciences Seminar
mathematics is used in a variety of professions. Those topics
•
Title: “Context-dependent virulence in a vertically
range from the coding and encryption technology that is part
transmitted aquatic host-microparasite system, “
of Internet use to the mathematics that governs democratic
and “Exposure to atrazine affects the expression of
decision-making--polling, redistricting and apportionmentkey genes in metabolic pathways integral to energy
-and mathematics used in financial markets. “The problem is
homeostasis in Xenopus laevis tadpoles” presented
universal for students who are not going into mathematics,
by Julie Ryan and Renee Zaya, Western Michigan
engineering or the physical sciences in college,” Hirsch says. “If
University Biological Sciences Graduate Student
they don’t take mathematics during their final year, they are
Research Award Winners
Continued on next page
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removed from the ideas, thought processes and skills of the
subject and they don’t do well when they take the placement
tests that determine their freshman-year courses.” The data,
he says, clearly show that students who are not enrolled in
mathematics courses during their senior year are much more
likely to be placed in remedial, non-credit courses when they
enter college.

Center for Academic
Success Programs
Student and Alumni Accolades
The Writing Center staff had a busy vacation focusing
on several professional opportunities. Kim Ballard, Writing
Center director, provided peer review comments on articles
for The Writing Lab Newsletter, which, despite its name, is one
of two foremost peer reviewed academic research journals
in Writing Center Studies, and provided commentary for a
new Utah State Press book about writing center assessment.
Writing Center staff members April Bryan, Laura Citino, Carly
Fricano, Owen Horton, and Marcus Johnson reviewed more
than 100 proposals to select those that will be presented
at the 33rd annual East Central Writing Centers Association
Conference, which will be held at Western Michigan University
from March 3-5. In addition, Kim Ballard, Laura Citino, Carly
Fricano, Owen Horton and Marcus Johnson won an MLK Grant
to present a panel talk, Whose Dreams? Cultural Narratives in
Thomas Dixon’s The Clansman, Margaret Mitchell’s Gone With
the Wind, and Alice Randall’s The Wind Done Gone, on January
20 in the Bernhard Center from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. The panel
will examine construction of black and white relationships in
books and movies made from the books to prepare for a book
circle discussion of Alice Randall’s The Wind Done Gone. At the
panel discussion, audience members may arrange to borrow
copies of Randall’s book if they want to participate in the
February 17 book circle, which will take place in the Writing
Center, 1343 Ellsworth, from 2:00 to 4:00.

Graduate College
Faculty and Staff Accolades
Dr. Marianne Di Pierro, director, Graduate Center for
Research and Retention, has published an article titled
“Innovations for Navigating the Doctoral Dissertation” in the
peer-reviewed “Journal of Faculty Development” in January
2011. New Forums Press will also include the article in a special
publication titled “Scholarly Writing,” to be released later
this year. She presented her research on Assessing Doctoral
Student Progression at the 18th National Quality Education
Conference (NQEC) in Chicago, Illinois, November 2010.

Dr. John Dunn, WMU president, Dr. Diane Anderson,
vice president for Student Affairs, and Dr. Marianne Di
Pierro, director, Graduate Center for Research and Retention,
were inducted as honorary members of the Golden Key
International Honour Society on December 5, 2010, and
received certificates and pins. Golden Key is the world’s
premier collegiate honor society, recognizing outstanding
academic achievement, leadership, and service, and
connecting high-achieving individuals locally, regionally
and globally with lifetime opportunity, reward and success.
The organization has over 2 million members from over 190
countries who have been recognized at over 375 chapters
at colleges and universities worldwide. Members consist of
the top 15% of college and university juniors, seniors, and
graduate students. The officers of the WMU Chapter of Golden
Key are Christine Noack, president, Chelsie Hennick, vice
president, and Vunsin Doubblestein, advisor.

Student and Alumni Accolades
Six students were awarded the Graduate Student Research
Grant for November-December 2010. The Graduate Student
Research Fund was established to support graduate students
engaged in independent scholarly research, scientific inquiry,
inventive technology, and original artistic activity. The
students awarded research grants of up to $1000 were: *Sarah
Alessi, Biological Sciences; Justin Daniel, Biological Sciences;
Katherine Ellison, History; Michael Nienhuis, Mechanical
and Aeronautical Engineering; Kristy Potts, Educational
Leadership, Research, and Technology; and Kathryn
Titus, Geosciences. The Graduate Student Travel Fund was
established to support graduate student travel to meetings
or events sponsored by professional organizations for the
purpose of reporting the results of research, exhibiting and
performing creative works, or otherwise disseminating results
of their scholarly activity. Those students who received travel
grants of up to $700 were Mohamed Ahmed, Geosciences;
LaTasha Chaffin, Political Science; Dustin Conklin,
Anthropology; *Mary Sajini Devadas, Chemistry; *Mohamed
Elwakil, Computer Science; Travis Hayden, Geosciences;
Carissa Jackson, Geography; Kyle Kolasinski, Mathematics;
Tiffany Lee, Counselor Education and Counseling Psychology;
Daewoon Park, Civil and Construction Engineering; Gabriel
Searcy, Psychology; Abdullah Shehabat, English; Cynthia
Visscher, Sociology. Those marked with an asterisk were also
awarded a supplemental international travel grant of up to
$600 funded by the Graduate Student Advisory Committee.
Those listed with an asterisk received an interdisciplinary grant
of up to $1,500.
The Graduate College is pleased to announce that five
doctoral students have been named recipients of the Gwen
Frostic Doctoral Fellowships for fall 2010. The fellowships,
which will be given at least annually, are made possible by a
generous endowment from the estate of the late poet, artist,
and naturalist Gwen Frostic, Western Michigan University Class
Continued on next page
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of 1929. These competitive fellowships range in amount from
$1,000 to $4,000 and assist doctoral students in all fields with
expenses related to the dissertation, including tuition and
fees, materials, and travel. The following students are winners.
Michelle Barger, Department of Geosciences, conducts
research on the actions of organic acids on soils and sediments
and potential applications to environmental geochemistry
and radioactive waste disposal. Her dissertation advisor is Dr.
Carla Koretsky. Michael Buchalski, Department of Biological
Sciences, studies the consequences of habitat degradation
on population dynamics relating to a Costa Rican bat
species. He examines relationships among mating patterns,
species dispersal, genetic variation, and effects of landscape
degradation. His dissertation advisor is Dr. Maarten Vonhof.
Katherine Ellison, Department of History, bridges the fields
of history and political science, tracing the relationship
between the rise of the imperial presidency and a state of
perpetual warfare in the second half of the twentieth century.
Her dissertation advisor is Dr. Edwin Martini. Travis Hayden,
Department of Geosciences, has been part of a National
Science Foundation international research team studying
ocean drilling in Antarctica. Using various kinds of computer
modeling, he proposes to increase understanding of tectonic
plate motion in the West Antarctic Rift system which separates
West and East Antarctica.

Upcoming Events
On January 26, Mr. Lincoln Jiang, doctoral student, WMU
Department of Statistics and Doctoral Associate, Graduate
Center for Research and Retention, will be presenting an
“Overview of Statistical Concepts” workshop. The Workshop
will be held on Wednesday, January 26 from 9 a.m. to noon in
the computer laboratory, Room 1446, of the College of Health
and Human Services. Attendees are encouraged to visit the
Graduate College website and review several short statistical
concepts tutorials before attending the workshop. Lincoln
has also created on-line video segments to accompany his
“Overview of Statistical Concepts” seminar. The segments
can be accessed directly at www.wmich.edu/grad. Graduate
Students interested in seeking one-on-one statistical support
for their dissertation and thesis research may schedule an
appointment by contacting the Graduate Center for Research
and Retention at (269) 387-8349. Please visit www.wmich.edu/
grad to register for “Overview of Statistical
Concepts.”
On January 19 and January 26, The
Graduate Center for Research and Retention
is offering a workshop entitled “Get a
Committee That Works With (not against)
You - It’s Your Choice!” The workshop, led
by Dr. Barbara Liggett, Public Affairs and
Administration, has several goals, including
providing students with strategies for
selecting an appropriate dissertation
or thesis advisor and configuring the
committee. It will also seek to impart

measures that enhance graduate students’ opportunities
for productive and successful outcomes in their working
relationships with advisors and committee members, and to
impart recommendations through which graduate students
can engage more fully in the dissertation or thesis process and
be proactive members of the team. The first workshop will
be held on Wednesday, January 19 from 1 to 3 p.m. in Putney
Lecture Hall, WMU Fetzer Center. The second workshop will
be held on Wednesday, January 26 from 6 to 8 p.m. in Putney
Lecture Hall, WMU Fetzer Center. Please contact Dr. Marianne
Di Pierro at (269) 387-8249 if you have any questions and visit
www.wmich.edu/grad to register for all workshops.

Assessment of Student Learning
The University Assessment Steering Committee (UASC),
chaired by Professor Patrick Benton of the College of
Aviation, is pleased to announce a new award for graduate
students: The Graduate Student Assessment Grant. It will
recognize excellence in research related to assessment and
will be sponsored for the first time in spring 2011. Graduate
students conducting assessment initiatives that interface with
dissertation, thesis, or specialist project research are especially
invited to submit a proposal, but any graduate student
assessment project may be submitted. Assessment work that
is in progress is the focus of this grant, not work that has been
finished. The award amount is $500 and there will be between
two and six awards available for spring 2011. On February 3,
2011 the Graduate College will sponsor a “quality circle review”
of preliminary proposal submissions and provide critical
feedback to students regarding ways to strengthen their
applications and make them competitive. Those interested in
having their work evaluated prior to final submission should
come to the Emeriti Lounge, second floor or the west wing of
Walwood Hall, on a drop-in basis from 9 to 11 a.m. or from 2
to 4 p.m. on Thursday, February 3. Bring at least three copies
of the proposal. On March 7 two copies of each final proposal
are due in the Graduate College by 5 p.m. The winners will
be announced at a special assessment award ceremony on
March 25, 2011. If you have questions or concerns, please
contact Graduate College staff members Dr. Julie Nemire,
Director of Awards and Special Projects at (269) 387-8208 or
Dr. Marianne Di Pierro, director, Graduate Center for Research
and Retention at (269) 387-8249.

University Libraries
Items of Academic Interest

Space, space and more space needed for
Library Materials: Shared Resources Space
for WMU Legacy Collections

Members of the WMU Community had
the opportunity to attend a presentation on
‘Increasing the visibility of WMU Scholarship’
Friday Jan 21, 10-11 a.m. in Waldo Library.
This introduction to the new Scholarworks@
WMU institutional repository site showed how
Continued on next page
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members of WMU can consolidate, present and preserve the
research and creative output of the university to the world.
Research universities are increasingly adopting scholarly
repositories as an alternative or supplement to the exclusive,
text-based, high-priced scholarly journal model. The improved
visibility, the open access environment provides, has been
shown to be beneficial both to the institution and to the
individual while also presenting new, flexible and enduring
communication opportunities. Those with interests in learning
more should contact a member of the library administration
or librarian, Prof. Maira Bundza, head of the Scholarworks
implementation team. Dean Joe Reish and Assoc. Deans
Barbara Cockrell and Scott Garrison participated in the 2011
American Library Association midwinter meeting to review
and discuss new directions in information provision. Some
topics of interest this year included patron driven and print on
demand acquisitions, e-books , new scholarly communication
models, and shared approaches to collections building and
preservation. Recent additions to the WMU library collections
include World History in Video,The Dictionary of Literary
Biography Online, and Lexis Nexis Statistical Datasets, an
interactive, online application that provides comparative and
correlative analysis of public and licensed datasets. To try
these and other library resources visit http://www.wmich.edu/
library/sg/358/6807/ or ‘Ask a Librarian’ in person or via our
Web site http://www.wmich.edu/library/.

and high-density, mobile shelving units). A sum of 10 million
dollars is required to build the edifice. Monies will be raised
through private donations, grants, and corporate and nonprofit foundation sources. While the campus site for the facility
still remains undetermined, the SHW Group will display plans
originally developed for the South Campus near the College
of Health and Human Services. The Town Hall Event is open
to WMU students, faculty and staff, as well as community
members. All are invited to come and provide comments
and ideas on this important project chronicling the historical
legacy of WMU, greater Kalamazoo, and southwest Michigan.

Faculty and Staff Accolades
WMU librarians constantly examine and revise the
acquisition purchases and current holdings of University
Libraries. To that end, Associate Dean Barbara Cockrell,
Prof. Miranda Howard, head, Technical Services, and Prof.
George Boston, Technical Services were participants at the
2010 Charleston library acquisitions conference. The annual
event brings together librarians, publishers and vendors in
an environment that encourages
spirited debate and anticipates new
directions in information provision.
Some topics of interest this year
included patron driven and print on
demand acquisitions, unbundling
articles from journal designations,
new scholarly communication
WMU Legacy Collections
models, and shared approaches
Await New Facility
to building the digital information
future.

WMU New Archives
Facility‐ Public Input
Event: February 1. The
Planning Office at WMU
Facilities Management
will hold a public Town
Hall Meeting on the
Prof. Birong Ho, Systems
development of a new
Librarian, has published the
facility for the WMU
following article in an open access
Archives, Regional
journal: Code4Lib Journal, issue
Conditions Warrant New Library Facility
History Collections,
12, December 22, 2010: “The
and Shared Resources
Integrated Library System’s APIs, an
Stacks. Input from the campus and local communities is
Open-source Web 2.0 Catalog, and
sought and encouraged. The open and public session will be
University Computing Live Happily
Materials in Waldo Library
held on Tuesday, February from 5‐7 PM at the Fetzer Center.
Ever After.” The full article is available
will be re-shelved in new
Dr. Sharon Carlson, director, Archives and Regional History
at: http://journal.code4lib.org/
library facility
Collections, and Ms. Regina Buckner, director of Library
articles/4165.
Operational Services, will provide background information
about current facilities that underscore
Student and Alumni Accolades
the need for a new environment for the
“WMU Legacy Collections (WMULC).”
First Year Experience Seminar Research Posters
The SHW Group, the architect firm for
are displayed in Waldo Library, first floor main aisle.
the project, will unveil the proposed
Please take time to review these well thought out and
Conceptual Design for the new facility.
presented informational designs. This is a new aspect
Dean Joseph Reish will touch on
of the First-Year Experience program where student
the opportunities to lend personal
teams from some of the 70 First-Year Experience
support and contribute financially to
program sessions produced a research poster. Topics
the construction of the multi-faceted
of these posters include: College Students Habits
building (reading and conservation
Gallery of First-Year Experience Posters in
Using Technology in and out of the Classroom; The
rooms; staff offices; exhibit area; multi- Waldo Library
Continued on next page
purpose class and gathering space;
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Top Three Stressors of First Year College Students; Immigration
into the United States; Family Education Rights and Privacy
(FERPA); and Western Michigan University’s Impact on the
Kalamazoo Community. The 6 posters include some of our
own library faculty as instructors. We are very pleased that the
Libraries could offer a venue for this display; the posters will
be here through mid- February to give patrons and employees
time to appreciate the work that went into this endeavor.
Please take time to check out this information, these posters
are very impressive!
University Libraries
provided snacks and
beverages for students
studying for final exams in
Waldo Library on Sunday
(December 12) and Monday
(December 13) evenings,
beginning at 10 p.m.
until close - 3 a.m. As in
several past semesters,
we offered coffee, tea,
WMU Legacy Collections Await New Facility
popcorn and donut holes.
These two nights of finals
week are typically the
busiest of the entire semester. There were 425 patrons in
Waldo Library between Midnight and 3 a.m. Last December
Exam Week saw over 600 patrons in Waldo Library between
Midnight and 3 a.m. There are special people who worked
the late night shifts: Annee Dunn, Lou Morgan, Scott Smith
and Sue Steuer. Assisting with preparations were: Kathy
Gerow, Rose Campbell-Blackwood, Lou Morgan, Scott
Smith and Stacks students Erin Gigna, Courtney Holsworth
and Richard Stockdale. Helping with clean-up were: Kathy
Gerow, Scott Smith, Matt VanStreain and the midnight
shift Rodney Lockett, Sarah Gulino, Jacob Roys and Todd
Culling. University Libraries is very grateful for the financial
support from the Friends of the University Libraries and for
the donation of popcorn from Rave Motion Pictures and
Sweetwater’s Donut Mill on Stadium Drive for the donut holes.
A student comment dropped in the Waldo Library suggestion
box reveals appreciation for the snacks: “In Dec. [the library
employees] had donuts and coffee for all those students that
study late. In my book that’s an A+! Thanx.”

Assessment of Student Learning
In keeping with the 2010 Academic Affairs Strategic Plan,
the University Libraries is increasing its commitment to the
development of information literacy at Western Michigan
University. The University Libraries will be implementing a
standardized assessment of information literacy skills for
freshmen and seniors beginning in spring 2011 using the
Project SAILS® instrument. This test is designed to target
a variety of information literacy skills, based on the ACRL
Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher
Education (endorsed by the American Association for Higher
Education and the Council of Independent Colleges). The eight

skill sets which will be tested are: • Developing a Research
Strategy • Selecting Finding Tools • Searching • Using Finding
Tool Features • Retrieving Sources • Evaluating Sources •
Documenting Sources • Understanding Economic, Legal, and
Social Issues. Since Project SAILS was started in 2001, over 300
educational institutions have registered with the program.
The test results of Western Michigan University’s students will
be compared with a benchmark sample of students at similar
institutions. The University Libraries will share the results of
this assessment with the university community so that
WMU may continue to improve student information
literacy. Faculty will be encouraged to ask their students
to participate. Each student will answer 45 questions,
and most will complete the test within 45 minutes.
Students who complete the test will be entered into a
drawing to win a variety of prizes, including a new iPad,
iPod Touch, or gift cards to the University Bookstore
ranging in value from $10 to $100. For more information
please contact Dianna Sachs, the Instructional
Services Librarian at dianna.sachs@wmich.edu or at
387-5182. Recent Interdisciplinary Ph.D. in Evaluaiton
(IDPE) graduate and principal research associate at The
Evaluation.

Site Option on South Campus for New Library Facility

Interdisciplinary PhD in
Evaluation
Assessment of Student Learning
•

Recent Interdisciplinary Ph.D. in Evaluation (IDPE)
graduate and principal research associate at The
Evaluation Center Dr. Anne Cullen, IDPE director
Dr. Chris Coryn, and international development
evaluation expert Jim Rugh had their paper titled
“The Politics and Consequences of Including
Stakeholders in International Development
Continued on next page
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•

•

•

Evaluation” published in the American Journal of
Evaluation.
IDPE director Dr. Chris Coryn, IDPE students Lindsay
Noakes and Carl Westine, and director of research
at The Evaluation Center, Dr. Daniela Schroeter,
recently had their paper “A Systematic Review of
Theory-Driven Evaluation Practice from 1990 to 2009”
published in the American Journal of Evaluation.
IDPE director Dr. Chris Coryn recently had his review
of “Introduction to Meta-Analysis” published in
Evaluation and Program Planning.
IDPE student P. Cristian Gugiu and his co-author,
Mihaiela Ristei Gugiu, recently had their paper titled
“A Critical Appraisal of Standard Guidelines for
Grading Levels of Evidence” published in Evaluation &
The Health Professions.

College of Education and
Human Develoment
Items of Academic Interest

Members of the class pictured are: Front row Karly Troutman, Bassem Al
Faraj, Hillary Jones, Second Row: Doni Robertson, Alisa Walter, Britany
DePorre, Third Row: Michelle Rushlo, Sarah Buchanan, Deanna Johnson,
Back row: Dr. Buzas, Assistant Professor. Missing from the picture are
Victoria Sanderson, Megan Gleason, and Thomas Moley.

The Human Resource Development (HRD) program
provides students with relevant and immediately applicable
skills to promote workplace learning and performance
improvement. An example of this is the fieldwork completed
by students in the Evaluation and Transfer of Learning class.
The fall 2010 semester class is conducting an evaluation of
an actual training program for Steelcase University in Grand
Rapids. Steelcase is a global leader in the office furniture
industry. Steelcase University is a model for corporate
learning initiatives and makes extensive use of Dr. Robert
Brinkerhoff ’s models and theories for learning. Dr. Robert
Brinkerhoff, professor emeritus, founded the HRD program at
WMU. The class is using Brinkerhoff ’s Success Case Method
as the basis of the evaluation. The current project involves

the use of e-mail surveys and phone interviews to assess the
utilization and impact of a training program for Steelcase
Dealers. The evaluation final report was presented on
November 23 and received high praise by the stakeholders at
Steelcase for the practical value.
The Wednesdays II informal talks, sponsored by the Emeriti
Council at Western Michigan University, resumed in January
at Walwood Hall. Named “Exploring the Beauty of Sports,”
the first program of the spring semester was presented by
Dr. Harold L. “Hal” Ray, WMU professor emeritus of health,
physical education and recreation. The Emeriti Council has
scheduled additional Wednesdays II programs for the spring
semester that also feature retired University employees. For a
complete schedule, please visit http://www.wmich.edu/wmu/
news/2010/12/050.shtml.

Faculty and Staff Accolades
Dr. Adam Manley, assistant
professor of Career and Technical
Education (CTE), won best research
poster/paper at the Association
of Career and Technical Education
Research’s (ACTER) annual research
conference held in Las Vegas. His
research poster and paper, entitled
“The Ongoing Consequences of
the Carl D. Perkins Act Withinstate Funding Formula on the
Operational Infrastructure of
Dr. Adam Manley
CTE: A Modified Policy Delphi
Study,” highlighted the significant
unintended consequences that were produced from the fiscal
and administrative decentralization of the Perkins Act. This
Federal Act funds CTE programs across the nation. The findings
suggested that the decentralization of the Act negatively
impacted CTE teacher education, research, and coordination.
Dr. Louann Bierlein Palmer,
professor in the Department of
Educational Leadership, Research,
and Technology, was selected to
serve this past summer as a peer
reviewer for the U.S. Department
of Educations’ Race to the Top
program. This grant competition
has been one of the highest profile
education reform efforts in recent
history, and per her notification
letter it was noted that Secretary
Dr. Louann Bierlein Palmer Duncan worked to assemble peer
reviewers representing “our nation’s
most distinguished educators,
policymakers, and scholars to participate in the review process
for this ambitious reform initiative.” Less than one hundred
Continued on next page
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reviewers were selected from thousands of applicants. Dr.
Bierlein Palmer served as a reviewer during phase 1 and 2 of
the grant competition, during which close to $4 billion was
awarded to 10 states and the District of Columbia. Dr. Bierlein
Palmer’s area of expertise involves educational reform policy,
and she worked directly in the public policy world for 15 years
before coming to WMU.
On November
13, 2010, faculty,
staff and student
volunteers from the
College of Education
and Human
Development
participated in the
annual Kalamazoo
Holiday Parade.
College of Education and Human Development This year over 2,000
volunteers pose with the float and books to give
children’s books
away
were donated and
handed out during
the parade route downtown to children of Kalamazoo. A
special thanks goes to Early Reading First, a Department of
Education grant to promote literacy in preschool children,
for donating a large amount of books and bringing several
volunteers to the event. The college will be taking new and
gently used children’s book donations all year to prepare for
next year’s holiday parade. Contact jillian.grosscup@wmich.
edu for donation locations.

Dr. Regena F. Nelson

Dr. Regena F. Nelson presented
at the National Association for the
Education of Young Children in
Anaheim, California in November. The
title of her paper was Documenting
Urban Preschool Teacher’s Cultural
Competence. The data for this study
are a part of the Kalamazoo Quality
Rating and Improvement System
project funded by the Kalamazoo
Community Foundation.

Dr. Robert Leneway has been
appointed to a new two year term as
an Adobe Educational Leader (AEL)
after a highly competitive peer review
process and will join a newly appointed
or re-appointed global network of
about 100 other educational leaders,
including only one other representative
from Michigan. As an AEL, Leneway
can take advantage of collaboration
Dr. Robert Leneway
opportunities with a global network of
educational leaders and can serve on
focus groups and beta testing for new and future products
for education with direct access to product development
managers and staff.

Student and Alumni Accolades

Dr. Gerald Juhnke

Alumnus Dr. Gerald Juhnke,
professor and doctoral program director
at The University of Texas at San Antonio,
published his 7th book, “Suicide, Selfinjury, and Violence In the Schools:
Assessment, Prevention, and Intervention
Strategies.” The book was published by
Wiley & Sons.

The Michigan
Association for Health,
Physical Education,
Recreation and Dance
(MAHPERD) named
two WMU graduates
as recipients of awards
noting their outstanding
performance as teachers
Jon Schmees, Dr. Deb Berkey (MAHPERD
and professionals in
University Educator of the Year-2008), Tracy Michigan. Tracy Daniel
Daniel and Chris Jusczyzk
(HPER DepartmentBS, MA) received the
MAHPERD Teacher of the Year- High School. A teacher at
Comstock High School, Tracy has served as teacher, coach
and official for the past 20 years. Christine Jusczyzk, WMU
graduate (HPER Department- BS, MA) was the recipient of
the MAHPERD Teacher of the Year- Elementary School. Chris
teaches at Lawton Elementary School and has also served
as teacher, coach and official during the past 25 years in SW
Michigan. Both teachers have impacted the lives of children
through their dedication, instruction and innovation. Tracy and
Chris, along with Jon Schmees, received their awards at the
MAHPERD Convention held in Grand Rapids in November. Jon
was the recipient of the MAHPERD Student Honor Award.
Six undergraduate
Exercise Science
registered student
organization members
traveled to the Midwest
American College of
Sports Medicine’s (ACSM)
annual conference in
Indianapolis, IN. The
Pictured from left to right are: Dylan
conference offers a
Rosenthal, Kelly Bosier, Kelly Frame, Sara
competitive scholarly
Radant, Bridget Miller, Jessica Bell, and
Jeopardy game, in
Amy Gyorkos
which three students
participated. This ExSci
team, representing Western Michigan University finished
2nd place out of 10 teams, finishing only behind MSU. The
Jeopardy team consisted of Kelly Bosier, Dylan Rosenthal,
and Kelly Frame. The remaining students attending the
conference included Jessica Bell, Bridget Miller, and Sara
Radant.
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The Quaker House on the north side of Kalamazoo is a
great place for people in the community to gather and enjoy
one another’s company. Everyone is welcome; the warmth
that Cordelia Greer displays to her community is so inspiring.
The kids that take advantage of her warm hospitality are of
all ages, ranging from elementary school to high school. By
observation it seems that Cordelia knows the students and
their families on a comfortable personal basis and they are
all welcome to the house at any time. The Student Dietetic
Association (SDA) cooks a nutritious meal for Cordelia’s
community about once or twice a month, called Friends
Dinners. The SDA members arrive at 5pm to begin cooking
the meals and then dinner is served at about 6 or 6:30 pm. On
November 17, the SDA cooked a Thanksgiving Feast for the
members of the community. There were roughly 30-35 people
from the community that attended the big Thanksgiving feast.
The meal consisted of roasted turkey, ham, mashed potatoes,
stuffing, squash, and dinner rolls. “It feels so great to give back
to the community and to be able to provide a nutritious and
filling meal to others,” stated the President of the SDA, Stefany
Swartz. The SDA is really showing their support for the
community and helping others eat healthy.

Student Dietetics Association members cooking a “friends dinner”

Evaluation Center
Faculty and Staff Accolades
Evaluation Center Director Dr. Stephen Magura
coauthored a chapter on “Mutual Aid for Persons with Cooccurring Substance Use and Mental Health Disorders” in
“Intervention in Mental Health - Substance Use” (D. B. Cooper,
Ed). He also published an article in Substance Use and Misuse,
titled, “A Few Thoughts on Addiction and Religion.” Dr. Magura
has been appointed as a permanent member for a four-year
term to the National Institutes of Health Initial Review Group
on Risk, Prevention & Intervention in Addictions.

Haenicke Institute for
Global Education
Items of Academic
Interest
The Haenicke Institute
for Global Education offers
need-based and merit-based
scholarships for short-term
study abroad programs
directed by WMU faculty in
WMU students conducting field
late spring, summer I and
research on the Biology in Belize
summer II semesters. Needprogram
based awards are worth up to
$1,500; merit-based awards
are worth up to $1,000. Eligible students may apply for one or
both awards. Twenty three short-term study abroad programs
are being offered in 2011 and are eligible for scholarship
consideration. Deadline to apply is February 15. For more
information visit: www.wmich.edu/studyabroad.
The Haenicke Institute hosts international-topics brown
bag group meetings for faculty and graduate students
conducting international scholarly and research work in
particular countries and regions around the world. Most
meetings feature a faculty or grad student speaking about
their work and include lunch. Anyone interested in joining a
brown bag group should contact Dr. Michelle Metro-Roland
at: michelle.metro-roland@wmich.edu. Following are the
meetings planned for the balance of spring semester.
February 18
•
Event: South Asia Group
•
Time: 12 to 1:30 p.m.
•
Location: International Room (Room 204), Bernhard
Center
March 11
•
Event: China Group
•
Time: 11:45 a.m. to 2 p.m.
•
Location: President’s Dining Room, Bernhard Center
March 18
•
Event: Globalization Group
•
Time: 12 to 1:30 p.m.
•
Location: International Room (Room 204), Bernhard
Center
March 25
•
Event: South Asia Group
•
Time: 12 to 1:30 p.m.
•
Location: TBD
April 1
•
Event: Globalization Group
•
Time: 12 to1:30 p.m.
•
Location: TBD
April 8
•
Event: China Group
•
Time: 11:45 a.m. to 2 p.m.
•
Location: President’s Dining Room, Bernhard Center

Continued on next page
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April 15
•
Event: South Asia Group
•
Time: 12 to 1:30 p.m.
•
Location: International Room (Room 204), Bernhard
Center.

Upcoming Events
Western Michigan University
is again partnering with the World
Affairs Council of Western Michigan
in Grand Rapids to present timely
talks on international issues in
conjunction with the council’s 2011
“Great Decisions Foreign Policy
Lecture Series.” Locally, WMU will
be offering two live lectures in
the Fetzer Center. Both events are
NPR’s Mike Shuster, photo
free and open to the public. On
courtesy of Tim Rue
Monday, Feb. 7, at noon in the
Fetzer Center’s Putney Lecture Hall,
WMU will host National Public Radio’s Mike Shuster, who will
speak on “Winning Without War: Do Sanctions Work?” Shuster
is an award-winning diplomatic correspondent and roving
foreign correspondent for NPR News West. He covers issues
of nuclear non-proliferation, terrorism and the Pacific Rim. His
presentation will focus on the use of sanctions by the United
States and other countries in regards to North Korea and Iran.
On Monday, March 21, at noon in the Fetzer Center’s Putney
Lecture Hall, WMU will host retired Navy Captain Gordan
VanHook, who will present “Pirates on the High Seas.” VanHook,
a nearly 30-year Navy veteran, led the crisis team that resolved
the hijacking of the Maersk Alabama off the coast of Somalia
in 2009. His presentation will address maritime security and
dealing with piracy.
The Wulin Hanyun Martial Arts and Chinese Folk Music
Troupe, which performed in the opening and closing
ceremonies of the 2008 Beijing Olympics, will present an
evening of traditional Chinese music and a martial arts
performance at 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 10 in Dalton Recital Hall.
Tickets are $5 and will be available through the Confucius
Institute and at the door. The troupe includes 26 members,
five of whom are professors and masters of Chinese folk music
instruments from Henan University Art College. Seventeen
of the troupe’s members are teachers and students from
Songshan Shaolin Wushu College, a famous professional
martial arts school in China. For more information, write higelightcenter@wmich.edu or call 387-3951.

College of Aviation
Faculty and Staff Accolades
Dr. William Rantz (Aviation) and Dr. Ron Van Houten
(Psychology) recently co-authored an article about their study

of checklist performance in technically advanced aircrafts.
The study uncovered deficits in performance for both paper
and digital checklist presentation methods used in advanced
avionics. Their experiment was conducted at the College of
Aviation in Battle Creek using advanced training simulators
which emulate the Cirrus SR20 aircraft. The research article
will be published in the Spring 2011 edition of the Journal of
Applied Behavior Analysis.
College of Aviation Symposium Participation Abstracts,
of four papers from the College of Aviation, were recently
submitted for the upcoming 16th International Symposium
on Aviation Psychology. We are very proud to announce that
all four papers were accepted for inclusion and the authors
of all four will be travelling to Wright State University in
Dayton, Ohio to present their work at the symposium. The
papers being presented are: “Transitioning from Digital to
Analog Instrumentation”, by Dr. William Rantz and Prof.
Geoff Whitehurst, a study of pilots trained in only aircraft
equipped with digital flight instrumentation transitioning
to aircraft equipped with analog flight instrumentation, to
determine if there is any degradation in performance and/
or situational awareness; “The effects of Commuting on Pilot
Fatigue: A Comprehensive Study in Support of Fatigue Risk
Management,” by Prof. Lori Brown, a study precipitated by the
crash of Colgan Air Flight 3407 near Buffalo, NY in March 2009,
(Pilot fatigue, due to commuting before duty, may have been
a cause factor in this accident); “Collegiate Aviation Safety
Reporting Systems,” by Mrs. Beth Beaudin-Seiler (College of
Aviation Research Associate), this project looks at the need
for collegiate aviation programs to create a common safety
reporting system in order to reliably collect data. Goals are to
create a common taxonomy of causal factors and to modify
the current safety reporting system in aviation to create
a repository of meaningful information; “Personality Type
Preference Assessment as a Component of Pilot Training,” by
Mr. Gil Sinclair (Chair, College of Aviation) and Ms. Tracey
Moon (WMU Director of Military Affairs). This paper proposes
a study to determine the correlation, if any, between MyersBriggs Type Indicator© (MBTI) personality type preferences
and the committing of safety violations, in particular, those
violations with causal factors of inadvertent or intentional
disregard for policy or procedure and attention to detail.

Upcoming Events
Dr. William Rantz has been invited to speak at the
regional conference of the Texas Association for Behavior
Analysis in Galveston, Texas. His presentation is titled, “The
Aviation Checklist Fallacy: Reducing Errors on the Flight Deck
using Behavior Analysis.” Checklists can be designed to use
multiple presentation methods on the flight deck. These
presentation methods may result in checklist items being
completed less than perfectly. Dr. Rantz will review data
from recent studies using novel interventions for improving
checklist reading performance in high risk environments.
Continued on next page
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Many of the unique strengths of behavior analysis will be
emphasized regarding safety improvement in the dynamic
flight crew environment.

College of Engineering
and Applied Sciences
Items of Academic Interest
The Department of Civil and Construction Engineering
(CCE) recently held a ribbon-cutting ceremony to mark the
opening of its new Geotechnical Lab facility in Room G-205
at the CEAS Parkview Campus. Dr. Upul Attanayake, CCE
assistant professor, is the faculty in-charge of the new facility,
which houses state-of-the art geotechnical testing equipment
to evaluate the entire spectrum of soil properties, such as
direct shear, consolidation, tri-axial, permeability, CBR, etc.
It also includes a classroom with 18 seats and 4 cubicles for
graduate students and teaching assistants. “The department’s
mission is to provide state-of-the-art engineering knowledge
and skills to our students,” he said. “Being the third largest civil
engineering program of the state, having such a facility will
help accomplishing the department’s mission while producing
practice ready
graduates who can
meet the challenges
of the modern
world.” He said that in
addition to training
WMU undergraduate
and graduate
students, supporting
current and future
needs of the industry
and the profession
Composite photos of components of new
had been considered
CEAS Geotechnical Lab at the Parkview
during
facility planning
Campus
and equipment
selection process.

Student and Alumni Accolades
The winners of the Spring 2010 AutoCAD competition
were honored at a ceremony before an audience of students
who were eligible to compete in the Fall 2010 competition.
Slobodan Urdarevik, lead lecturer for IME 1420 Engineering
Graphics, presented the awards. He said that this is the first
time that all three winners are now teaching assistants (TAs)
for the course. Winning first place was Jacob Williams, from
Monroe, Mich. He’s a junior in engineering design technology
whose goal is to go into product development. He presently
works at Total Tech in the Bernhard Center. Samuel Sheets, a
transfer student from Midland, MI, is a junior civil engineering
major. He had two years of CAD and solid modeling in
high school and plans to pursue a career in structural

Spring 2010 AutoCAD Winners photo: (Standing, from left) Jacob
Williams (1st), Samuel Sheets (2nd), Slobodan Urdarevik, lead
faculty for IME 1420 Engineering Graphics and Christian Appold
(3rd). Urdarevik is holding Appold’s son Shenden, 3; Appold is
holding his daughter Kerrington, 3. In the background is Williams’
winning entry.

engineering. He is presently interning at Mossberg Labs in
Kalamazoo. The third-place winner was Christian Appold,
a sophomore transfer student in mechanical engineering
whose wife and two children - son Shenden, 3, and daughter
Kerrington, 1, attended the ceremony. The former roofing
company employee said he had “never touched AutoCAD
or anything similar” before taking the engineering graphics
class. Urdarevik said that Appold is the first prize winner who
had had no experience in either drafting or AutoCAD before
taking the class. “This is unique because so many of the
students come here with a lot of experience before coming
into the class,” he said. The AutoCAD competition is held at
the end of each semester for the 300 plus students enrolled
in IME 1420. All winners received engraved plaques donated
by Dr. Hooks, Inc., a Kalamazoo-based business, and gift
certificates from Best Buy. For the competition, students create
a two-dimensional AutoCAD drawing and a 3D-solid model
of a complicated part and show all dimensions and symbols
needed for manufacturing.
Sean Derrick, a
manufacturing engineering
graduate student, was
honored with the Paul Carey
Memorial Scholarship at
the 62nd Annual Foundry
Educational Foundation (FEF)
College Industry Conference
(CIC) held in Chicago
late last fall. Derrick is a
Sean Derrick (left) receives the Paul
graduate teaching assistant
Carey Memorial Scholarship from
for the Industrial and
Kelley Kerns, technical manager,
Manufacturing Engineering
Fairmont Minerals
(IME) Department and
helps instruct courses on
CAD, CAM, and other related subjects. He is also a graduate
researcher for WMU’s Green Manufacturing Initiative (GMI).
This program was established through WMU’s manufacturing
Continued on next page
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research center and provides cooperative green research
and development programs of mutual interest to the
industry. Last March he won first place in the “Best Student
Paper / Presentation” competition at the Annual North
Central Sectional Conference, sponsored by the ASEE North
Central Section. In April, Derrick plans to attend the 115th
Metal-casting Congress in Schaumburg, Illinois, to present
“Comparing Casting Evaluation to Thermal Distortion Testing
for Various Chemically Bonded Sand Systems Using Image
Analysis,” which has been accepted for publication.

Assessment of Student Learning

WMU attendees at the 2010 63rd Annual Foundry
Educational Foundation College Industry Conference are
(from left): Dr. Sam Ramrattan and CEAS students: Joshua
Veenstra , Andrew Oman, Jason Bolek, Sean Derrick, and
Brian Guenther

Dr. Sam Ramrattan, Department of Industrial and
Manufacturing Engineering (IME) professor specializing in
metal casting, and five CEAS students attended the 62nd
Annual Foundry Educational Foundation (FEF) College
Industry Conference (CIC) held in Chicago late last fall. The
two-day conference celebrated the metal-casting industry
and provided networking opportunities for the students
with about 30 company reps and the faculty members and
98 students from 24 metal-casting-accredited colleges.
Only five students from each college were invited to the
conference. The WMU student attendees were Joshua
Veenstra, Andrew Oman, Jason Bolek, Sean Derrick, and
Brian Guenther, all technology and mechanical engineering
majors who are interested in metal casting. The conference
offered information sessions and speakers on innovation,
globalization, sustainability, and career opportunities.
Last October, a research team from the CEAS Department
of Civil and Construction Engineering (CCE) participated
in a Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Technology
Demonstration project in New Jersey to showcase Laser
Tracker, laser-based equipment acquired in 2009 by Dr.
Haluk Aktan, CCE chair, and Dr. Upul Attanayake, CCE
assistant professor. The CCE team evaluated performance
and capabilities of the equipment under indoor and outdoor
conditions before taking to an actual bridge site. “At the
2010 January Transportation Research Board (TRB) Annual
Meeting we presented our findings to educate bridge owners
and other highway officials on the potential use of this novel
non-contact technology,” Attanayake said. Later, the team was

invited by the Drexel Intelligent Infrastructure & Transportation
Safety Institute to participate in a technology demonstration
project sponsored by the FHWA under the Long-Term Bridge
Performance Program (LTBPP). “It was very exciting,” Attanayake
said. “We were working with many international groups of
experts from the U.S., Japan, and the U.K. What we [WMU]
brought to the field was far superior.” Attanayake explained
that diagnostic tests are conducted to assure bridge safety and
serviceability. Technologies currently used for bridge deflection
measurement require significant resources for mounting,
powering the units, and data acquisition. “They are costly and
inconvenient to the public due to road and bridge closures
for a considerably long period”. Aktan said that identifying
potential non-contact deflection measurement technologies
are vital. With the Laser Tracker, he said, the team could
complete a project “in a couple hours that otherwise would
require several days or weeks with the traditional technology.”
Attanayake and
three students - Alp
Servi, Vinodkumar
Vijayan, and
Yazan Abubaker participated in the
demonstration.
The research team
acknowledged
support from Nancy
Landsberger,
Posing with the CCE Laser Tracker (from left):
CCE department
Alp Servi, Dr. Brownjohn (Sheffield, UK), Dr. Upul
secretary; John
Attanayake, Yazan Abubaker, and Vinodkumar
Cernius, technician;
Vijayan
and many others.

Extended University
Programs
Faculty and Staff Accolades
Based upon 20+ years of work experience, a year of
concentrated study, several professional development
workshops, and the successful passing of a national exam,
Robert McDonough, EUP’s Grand Rapids Downtown Facility
Supervisor, has achieved Certified Facility Manager (CFM)
status. Bob was notified in December 2010 that he passed the
exam conducted by the International Facility Management
Association (IFMA). According to IFMA, “the CFM Exam is
competency-based, testing what a person can do compared
to standards that define the practice of facility management.
One cannot take a course or a simple knowledge-based exam
to earn the credential. IFMA’s competency-based program is
at a higher level than a knowledge-based program, reflecting
the growing importance of facility management in the
international business world.” The CFM designation is the only
global facility management certification available, which attests
Continued on next page
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to competence in nine diverse professional practice areas
including operations, real estate, finance, communication,
technology and project management. Bob is a WMU alum and
has been with WMU since EUP expanded to the second Grand
Rapids site in 2001. Congratulations to Robert McDonough,
CFM.

Upcoming Events

Dr. Adrianna Kezar, Associate Professor for Higher Education,
University of Southern California. Registration will open in
March along with the announcement of session topics that
will be covered during the conference. For more information,
please visit www.wmich.edu/miace.

College of Fine Arts

Western Michigan University and the Kalamazoo
Items of Academic Interest
community join a national movement to create
a forum for lifelong learning. The newly formed
Professors of Art, Mary-Louise Totton
Lifelong Learning Academy at Western Michigan
and Ed Harkness and Professor of Music,
University is designed to provide engaging
Stanley Pelkey presented at the Indonesian
learning experiences that encourage intellectual
Institute of Arts in Yogyakarta, Indonesia
curiosity and social interaction. The Lifelong
this past fall. Stan Pelkey, professor of
Learning Academy is housed in Extended University
music, and Ed Harkess, professor of art,
Programs and led by Advisory Board Co-Chairs, D.
had a number of informal meetings with
Terry Williams, WMU Chair and Professor Emeritus
both students and faculty at ISI and in the
of Theatre and Ruth Heinig, WMU Professor Emerita Professor Stan Pelkey, School of Music, broader community of Yogyakarta. Pelkey
meets with students at the Indonesian
of Communication. The advisory board is currently
gave a formal presentation at ISI on current
Institute of Art
working to finalize spring course offerings, which
practices and methodologies in
will start in mid-March. The Lifelong Learning
American music education before
Academy will offer a rich and evolving array of non-credit
engaging with undergraduates
courses, lectures, and special events that are grounded in
in a question-answer session. In
intellectual discovery. Courses are open to all learners and
addition, Pelkey attended several
prior college education is not required. WMU President John
performances of traditional and
Dunn and the Lifelong Learning Academy Advisory Board
contemporary Indonesian music, met
cordially invite you to attend an open house on Wednesday,
several traditional musical instrument
February 9, 2011. The open house will be held in the lobby of
builders, and explored the possibility
Walwood Hall on East Campus at Western Michigan University.
of acquiring Indonesian musical
The open house will be held from 4 to 6 p.m. Membership is
instruments for WMU’s School of
open to anyone with a passion for learning, and courses are
Music. Harkness, Frostic School of
Ed Harkness, Frostic
geared toward older adults. There are no tests, no grading, and
School of Art ceramics
Art ceramics professor, gave a two
professor, works with
no academic credit--just learning for the joy of it. If you would
day demonstration at the Indonesian
students at the Indonesian
like additional information on the Lifelong Learning Academy,
Institute of Art and constructed
Institute of Art
please call (269) 387several clay objects with Indonesian
4200 or visit www.
students.
wmich.edu/offcampus/
lifelong.
Faculty and Staff Accolades
The 2011 Michigan
American Council on
Education Network
for Women Leaders
2011 MIACE conference logo and theme
in Higher Education
has announced its
annual conference. Join faculty, staff, and administrators from
around Michigan as we seek to create a better future for all
women through empowerment, solidarity, and networking.
The 2011 Conference Committee is busy planning for the
conference to be held at the James B. Henry Center for
Executive Development in Lansing, MI, June 6-7. Last year,
there was a great variety of presentations on important topics
for women at all levels of higher education. Held annually, the
conference events include a networking reception, women
of color roundtable, a legislature dinner and numerous
breakout sessions. The 2011 Michigan ACE keynote speaker is

WMU faculty emerita Clara Gamble and part-time
instructor Kathryn Williams have been selected to receive this
year’s Community Dance Advocacy Award. The Community
Dance Advocacy Award is given annually to honor and
celebrate an individual who has demonstrated significant
accomplishment in advancing and supporting dance in the
greater Kalamazoo area through volunteerism, philanthropy,
artistic achievement, teaching, and/or administrative
leadership. The award is given by Partners in Dance, an
organization that supports dance at WMU and advocates for
dance in the greater Kalamazoo community. Gamble and
Williams will receive their awards at the annual Great Works
dinner on February 18. The dinner will be held at the CityScape
Events Center in downtown Kalamazoo. For more information,
call 269-387-5830.
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Upcoming Events
Professor Jim Hopfensperger, Frostic School of Art, has
been elected to serve as president of the National Council of
Arts Administrators. The council promotes communication
among institutions and provides meaningful collaborative
opportunities for arts administrators within academia as well
as with leaders in related arts organizations.

Creative Drama
and Music Methods:
Activities for the
Classroom, Third
Edition (Rowman &
Littlefield) Janet Rubin
and Margaret Merrion.

Margaret Merrion, dean of the
College of Fine Arts, recently completed
“Creative Drama and Music Methods:
Activities for the Classroom,” Third
Edition (Rowman & Littlefield) with
co-author Janet Rubin. The popular
text uses music and drama to promote
learning across the curriculum and
with all types of learners. Based on arts
integration standards, differentiated
instruction techniques, and current
research, Creative Drama and Music
Methods provides the theory along
with applications to help teachers build
confidence in using the arts in their
daily lesson plans.

Professor Silvia Roederer of the School of Music
performed concerts with the Verdehr Trio in Wiesloch,
Germany; Barr, France and at Trinity College of Music in
London from Nov. 12-19. The performances included premiere
works by composers Peter Dickinson and Theo Jamieson, as
well as works written for the trio by composers Jean-Jacques
Werner, Alexander Arutiunian, Evan Chambers and Bill Brohn.
In London, Roederer taught masterclasses and lessons in
addition to performing.
Professor Brian Wilson, School of Music, received the
American Music Therapy Association’s Presidential Award
for outstanding service as the editor of Music Therapy
Perspectives (1990-2010).

Student and Alumni Accolades
Cecilia Kozlowski (BM, 2008) won a principal position
with the Central Opera Orchestra of Beijing and Kayla Nelson
(MM, 2007) accepted a position as professor of horn at the
University of North Dakota. Tony Humrichouser (BFA, 1997)
will direct Edie Falco (Sopranos) in the New York production
of “The Other Steve and Edie,” February 4 - 6 at the Beecham
Theatre. Kathleen Perkins (BFA, 1995) will star in the
Showtime series, “Episodes,” airing in the US and England. This
season includes seven half-hour episodes also staring Matt
Leblanc, Tamsin Greig, Stephen Mangan and John Pankow.
Congratulations to WMU’s American String Teachers
Association (ASTA) for winning the award for Most
Outstanding Student Chapter. The students will be presented
with the award at the National American String Teachers
Association Convention in Kansas City in March.

•
The University Theatre presents Rent by Jonathon
Larson (directed by Jay Berkow) Shaw Theatre, March 17-27.
Larson’s groundbreaking and Tony Award-winning rock opera
celebrates life in this bohemian tale of young artists living
with the reality of AIDS, homelessness, and drug addiction. For
ticket information, visit our website: wmich.edu/theatre.
•
The WMU School of Music welcomes two outstanding
jazz ensembles in March: the Cleveland Jazz All-Stars on Friday,
March 11 and Toxic Audio on Friday, March 18. For information
about these and other School of Music performances, visit our
website: wmich.edu/music.
•
The Frostic School of Art presents Heroes Like Us?
in the Monroe-Brown Gallery (February 24 -March 25). Also,
the Netzorg/Kerr Gallery will feature student work that was
exhibited at the Studio Art Centers International in Florence,
Italy.

Haworth College of
Business
Items of Academic Interest
The Society for
Excellence in Human
Resources (SEHR) was
recently awarded $500
by Michigan Human
Resource Management
Association for winning
the 2010 Superior
Merit Award from the
Society for Human
Resource Management
in Alexandria, Va. The
award recognizes
Left to right: Satish P Deshpande, faculty
Advisor SEHR, Ashley Heckman, SEHR
SEHR for an exceptional
president, and Jalayne Bennett from
job in providing
KHRMA
opportunities for growth
and development of
its student chapter members. Among its many activities, the
WMU chapter hosted the 2010 Michigan HR Games. The formal
presentation of the check was done recently at the January 13,
2011 meeting of Kalamazoo Human Resources Management
Association (KHRMA). In related news, Ashley E. Heckman,
president of the Society for Excellence in Human Resources,
(shown in photo), recently received a $500 Society for Human
Resource Management Foundation Certification Scholarship.
Only ten such scholarships were given in the United States
in 2010. The scholarship is based on academic merit,
commitment to the HR profession and future career plans.
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WMU is mentioned in Social Media Marketing
Magazine’s rankings of the top marketing professors
around the world on Twitter. Dr. William J. Ward (Bill)
aka @DR4WARD, adjunct professor of marketing in the
Haworth College of Business teaches Internet Marketing
and is ranked No. 24 globally. The rankings are the top
marketing professors around the world who 1) provide
useful content and consistently engage with their
followers on Twitter, 2) truly “get it” when it comes to the
best ways to use Twitter and other forms of social media,
Three ISM students were awarded
and 3) were active on Twitter as of January 12, 2011.
scholarships by the Supply Management
This mention puts WMU in the top 25 globally and ranks
higher than any other marketing professor or program at a Services Group.
Michigan College or University. MSU is ranked No. 28 and
No. 29. Link below to the SMM Magazine to see the rankings:
http://www.smmmagazine.com/exclusives/top-marketingprofessors-on-twitter/.

Faculty and Staff Accolades
Drs. Onur Arugaslan and Devrim Yaman presented
a paper titled “Do Unified Firms Fare Better in Corporate
Takeovers?” (co-authored with Jim Demello) at the
International Academic Conference of the Clute Institute held
on January 3-5 in Maui, Hawaii. Dr. Chris Korth will be the
keynote speaker at an international banking conference at the
Rajagiri Institute of Business in Cochin, India on February 1.
The title of the presentation will be: “The International Banking
Crisis and Its Impact Upon American Banking.”
Publications:
•
Redick, T. P., & Hawker, N. W. (2010). Legal Issues
Arising From Generic Biotech Crops. Agricultural Law
Update, 27(3), 2-6.
•
Quraeshi, Z. A., Luqmani, M., Schultz, R.J. and
Zain,O. (2010) Conscientious Marketing: Making a
Difference in People’s Lives,” Innovative Marketing
,vol.6, Issue 4, Dec., pp. 62-70.
•
Quraeshi, Z.A. and Luqmani, M. A. (2011)
“Framework for Building Competitive Sectoral
Capabilities in Developing Countries,”
Competitiveness Review, vol.21, No.1, Jan. , 2011.
•
Quraeshi, Z.A. and Luqmani Mushtaq “U.S.
Managerial Decision-Making for Offshore Health
Care Alternatives, Association for Global Business
Conference, Nov., 2010 . The article won a Best paper
award.

Student and Alumni Accolades
Three Western Michigan University Students are among
16 students representing top supply management programs
at five universities who were honored at the recent 11th
annual ISM Services Conference in Phoenix. Chelsey Meyer, of
Schoolcraft, Mich., Trisha Terns, of Chelsea, Mich., and Peter
Lyngstad, of Vicksburg, Mich. were awarded scholarships
along with students from Michigan State University, Arizona
State University, Rutgers University and San Diego University.

They were honored on Dec.
2 at the conference hosted
by the Institute for Supply
Management Services Group.
The scholarships are awarded to
students who exemplify the very
best in educational achievement
and the future of the supply
management profession. Each
scholar received $2,000 plus
sponsored registration and
travel allowance to attend the
conference Dec. 2-3.

Congratulations to
Matthew Wright, an ISM
student of Muskegon,
Mich., who received
the 2010 L.L. Waters
Scholarship at the
meeting of the American
Society of Transportation
and Logistics (AST&L).
Wright was the only
From left, Wright is pictured with David
student nationwide to
Yeley, president of AST&L and Dr. Bret
earn the $2000 award,
Wagner, director of the ISM program. In
which was presented
addition to the scholarship, AST&L paid
during the annual meeting
for him to attend the conference and his
membership in the organization.
of the American Society
of Transportation and
Logistics (AST&L) in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., in November. Wright
is a member of APICS, the Institute of Supply Management,
Golden Key International Honour Society and he is a new
member of AST&L. He plans to graduate in fall 2011. The
L.L. Waters Scholarship Fund was established to encourage
advanced undergraduate study and graduate study in the
field of Transportation/Logistics/Physical Distribution, for the
purpose of preparing persons of high potential for professional
careers in the field. The scholarship was named in honor of Dr.
L.L. Waters, University Professor Emeritus of Transportation and
Business History in Indiana University’s School of Business, in
recognition of his many contributions to undergraduate and
graduate level education in transportation and logistics during
a teaching career of more than three decades.

Upcoming Events
FastTrac NewVenture information sessions have been
scheduled for Thursday, Feb. 3 from 4-6 p.m. at WMU’s
Schneider Hall, room 3110. There is no cost for the FastTrac
information session; however, participants should register
by contacting the SBTDC Southwest Michigan Region office
at 269.387.6004 or e-mail at sbtdc-kzoo@wmich.edu. “The
FastTrac NewVenture program provides an opportunity for
entrepreneurs to develop the skills needed to create, manage
and grow a successful business in Michigan,” said Carol
Continued on next page
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Lopucki, state director of the Michigan Small Business and
conference on North America’s relations with
Technology Development Center. Startup Weekend - From
Asian countries held at the Fetzer Center. For more
Idea to Launch in 54 Hours Startup Weekend is coming to
information visit: Fifth Facing East Facing West at:
WMU’s Haworth College of Business on March 25, 2011. Help
www.wmich.edu/business/fefwconference/index.
tell the story of passionate entrepreneurs coming together
html.
and creating new ventures in our city. Startup Weekend is a
54-hour startup event that provides the networking, resources
and incentives for individuals and teams to go from idea to
launch. Startup Weekend’s motto: Build Community. Start
Companies. No Talk. All Action. In conjunction with local
facilitators around the world, Startup Weekend is run by two
gentlemen from Seattle, Wash. The event is open to anyone
Items of Academic Interest
interested in the local entrepreneurial community. Throughout
the weekend teams will have access to business
The WMU Department of
leaders from around the community to help
Occupational Therapy (OT) held
nurture and grow their ideas. Members of
the Seventh Annual Barbara
the Michigan Small Business & Technology
A. Rider Colloquium on Friday,
Development Center (MI-SBTDC), the
October 15, 2010 at the Fetzer
Southwest Michigan Innovation Center (SMIC),
Center. The colloquium topic was
and other local companies will all be present for
“Sensory Processing throughout
support and guidance. The need: Please help us
the Life Span: Making the Braintell the story of the amazing things that happen
Behavior Connection”. Attending
at a Startup Weekend in our community. Prethe event were 150 individuals,
event coverage will help us spread the word,
including clinicians, students
but we invite you to join us anytime over the
and academicians. The morning
Fred Sammons, Karen Moore and Barbara Rider
weekend to capture the amazing things this
session included the keynote
community can accomplish. For questions
address by Dr. Winnie Dunn, a
or further information, please refer to the website: http://
world renowned expert in the field of sensory processing,
kalamazoo.startupweekend.org/ or contact Ryan Goins at
and a featured presentation by Karen Moore, an occupational
ryan.c.goins@gmail.com with any questions or on twitter @
therapist and author of the Sensory Connection Program.
swkzoo. Event hours: (Please come any time) • Friday: 5:30 p.m.
In the afternoon, a panel of community experts, including
- 10 p.m. • Saturday: 9 a.m. - 10 p.m. • Sunday: 9 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Wendy Horton-Bierema, Heather Moore, Michelle Suarez and
Brandon Morkut presented, with WMU OT faculty member Dr.
Feb. 23
Ben Atchison moderating. Selected WMU OT students also
•
2011 marks the 20th anniversary of Schneider Hall
participated in the day-long event through poster sessions
and the naming of the Haworth College of Business.
and a fundraising raffle.
To mark the occasion, the College will honor G.W.
Haworth and the Haworth family in Brown Auditorium
WMU Interdisciplinary Health Sciences Doctoral student,
from 2-3 p.m. The College will dedicate a close-to-lifeco- authored the following article published in the Journal of
size picture of G.W. Haworth in the Schneider lobby
Cross-Cultural Gerontology: Suzanne L. Cross & Angelique
during the event. Dick Haworth, chairman emeritus,
G. Day & Lisa G. Byers, American Indian Grand Families:
Haworth Inc., is expected to attend the celebration
A Qualitative Study Conducted with Grandmothers and
and unveiling of the G.W. picture.
Grandfathers Who Provide Sole Care for Their Grandchildren; J
Cross Cult Gerontol (2010) 25:371-383.
March 23
•
DSS Event. Distinguished Speaker Series - Sheldon
The following WMU health
Stone, BS ‘78, MA ‘79, partner, Amherst Partners
services students presented bills
LLC, will speak on the General Motors bankruptcy,
before state lawmakers as part of
subsequent reorganization and sale of assets.
Youth Legislative Day on Thursday,
November 18, 2010: Katie McDonald,
March 28 and March 29
Brittany Shafer, Kellan Quigley,
•
The 46th Annual Food Marketing Conference will
Alana Bradley, Leon Camburn,
be held at the Radisson Plaza Hotel in downtown
Kimberly Stowe, Emily Oele,
Kalamazoo. For further information or to register for
Rachel Dawda, Courtney Merritt,
Angelique Day
the conference, please visit: http://www.wmich.edu/
Christina Hartmann, and Adam
foodmarketing/fmc/. Fifth Facing East Facing West
Pehur. In addition to introducing
Friday, June 10 and Saturday June 11 - Fifth Facing
Continued on next page
East Facing West conference - a multidisciplinary

College of Health and
Human Services
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bills, the students held committee meetings and debated
their legislation at the State Capitol. They were among more
than 100 students statewide who took over on the floor of the
Michigan House of Representatives to debate issues dealing
with health, education and human services. The students’ bills
were selected among those submitted by students at Hope
College and Michigan State University. Angelique Day, a
WMU student in the Interdisciplinary Health Sciences Ph.D.
program and instructor of the undergraduate Interdisciplinary
Health Services program’s U.S. health policy course, used
the competition as part of a class project. According to Day,
“Conducting legislative bill writing and analysis is a challenge
for students. I think it really adds to the experience when
students get to see first-hand how the work they do in the
classroom can lead to real change in state policy and in their
local communities.” Michigan’s Children is a nonpartisan
organization providing a voice for children and families,
and has sponsored the hands-on approach to teaching
the legislative process since 2001. The 2010 event was cosponsored by WMU and several other organizations.

Faculty and Staff Accolades
On Jan 4 and 5, 2011,
WMU Bronson School of
Nursing faculty members
Sally Vliem and Wendy
Kershner presented a
poster at the Mosby Faculty
Development Institute
in Orlando, Florida. The
presentation was entitled
Using a Poverty Simulation
to Enhance Undergraduate
Nursing Students
Understanding of Poverty.

Wendy Kershner

Sally Vliem

Dr. Greg Flamme, associate
professor in speech pathology and
audiology, was recently awarded a U.S.
patent for his work on a personal noise
dosimeter, and received continued
funding from the National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH)
for his research project examining the
reliability of hearing test results. Dr.
Flamme was also invited to participate
Dr. Greg Flamme
on a peer review panel for the US Army
Military Operational Medicine Research
Program at Ft. Detrick, MD, to review the current models for
assessing auditory risk from impulse noise in the military
environment. Additionally, Dr. Flamme and audiology doctoral
students Kristy Deiters and Tim Needham published a
paper on the typical hearing status among adolescents and
adults in the U.S. by age, gender, and ethnicity. The paper was
published by the International Journal of Audiology.

Dr. Helen Sharp, associate
professor in speech pathology and
audiology, has been appointed 2011
Vice President-Elect of the American
Cleft Palate-Craniofacial Association. Dr.
Sharp also co-authored the following
article in the Journal of Dental
Education: Johnsen, DC; Marshall, TA;
Finkelstein, MW; Cunningham, MA;
Straub-Mararend, CL; Holmes, DC;
r. Helen Sharp
Armstrong, SR; Aquilino, SA; Sharp, HM;
Solow, CM; McQuistan, MR. A model for
overview of student learning: A matrix of educational outcome
versus methodologies. 75(2):160-168. [February 2011]

Student and Alumni Accolades
From 3 p.m. on Thursday,
November 18 until noon
on Friday, November 19,
CHHS School of Social Work,
students, faculty, and friends
gathered around the flagpole
on WMU’s main campus to
raise awareness and show
solidarity with people who are
Participants in School of Social
homeless. Participants brought
Work Homelessness Awareness
Event
sleeping bags, boxes, and
tents to sleep in--along with
clothing and coats to donate and food to share. People were
encouraged to stay all night or for a few hours, regardless
of the weather, to experience a small part of what daily
living is like for homeless people. Partakers in the event
also distributed pamphlets that described homelessness
in Kalamazoo and explained how to support activities and
organizations that aid this segment of our community.

PA Program Director, Dr. Eric
Vangsnes (on the left) and PA
student Josh Radi (on the right)

Second year WMU Physician
Assistant (PA) student Josh Radi
recently received the Michigan
Physician Assistant Foundation
Annual scholarship award.
The scholarship is awarded
to those PA students who
demonstrate leadership, a high
level of scholarly achievement,
and are active participants in
community service projects.

Late last year, Physician Assistant students from the
graduating classes of 2011 and 2012 initiated a drive to collect
new and gently used coats, hats, scarves, mittens, gloves,
sweaters and other clothing. The donations were delivered
to Catholic Family Services of greater Kalamazoo and will
be distributed to a wide variety of clients such as homeless
Continued on next page
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Upcoming Events

PA Students with Clothing Drive Donations

teens, young adults in transition, and single parent teens. The
staff, volunteers, and clients of Catholic Family Services were
extremely appreciative of this generous donation, especially
during these difficult economic times.
In December 2010,
WMU Physician Assistant
(PA) students sent “care
packages” and Christmas
cards to 2009 PA
alumnus First Lieutenant
Matt Rauch, US Army.
Lieutenant Rauch is serving
with the 4th Brigade
Combat Team of the 101st
PA students and faculty gather around
the “care packages” for 1st Lieutenant
Airborne Division, currently
Matt Rauch (PA Class of 2009) currently
stationed in the eastern
serving in Afghanistan
part of Afghanistan. The
care packages included
a WMU T-shirt, personal care products, various magazines,
and assorted “treats” which are unavailable overseas.
Each Christmas card contained a short note and a signed
photograph of a current WMU PA student. The WMU PA family
wishes Matt safety and health as he serves our country and
looks forward to his return sometime this summer.
This past fall, Jordyn Bell,
Occupational Therapy (OT) graduate
student and volunteer coordinator
for Student Occupational Therapy
Association, partnered with
Interdisciplinary Health Services
student Akol Abol--one of the
Lost Boys of Sudan--to provide
elementary students in a Southern
Sudan village with much needed
Jordyn Bell (l) and Akol Abol school supplies. Through their
project, dubbed Suitcase for Sudan,
OT students and faculty filled a suitcase with notebooks, paper,
pencils and other items. The suitcase was hand-carried by a
non-governmental organization worker to the primary school
in the village of Malek.

The works of artist Nancy Stroup will be on display until
March 14, 2011 in the second floor gallery of the WMU College
of Health and Human Services. The exhibit, ONCE UPON A
TIME: Scenes from Childhood--Folktales Revisited, reveals
Stroup’s perspective of the dark and light sides of familiar
folk tales. “Last fall,” she writes, “I was invited to participate
in an exhibit examining folktales from an adult perspective.
As I was preparing for the show, I dreamed one night that
Hansel and Gretel was about the Holocaust. A bizarre notion,
but upon waking I thought, ‘Yes, there were innocents driven
from their home to die in an evil way, and yes, there was
the oven of the witch...and those other ovens.’ I realized that
folktales at their darkest could be analogues for our societal
horrors.” In Scenes from Childhood, however, we see a lighter
possibility. These works, many of which portray Stroup’s
family life, invite us to remember times when children are free
to be themselves and when all of us are free to be our best
selves in safety and innocence. Stroup, one of the resident
artists at Midtown Gallery in downtown Kalamazoo, began
as a painter, and then moved to lithography, relief prints and
collage. Recently, she has hand printed tiles and returned to
painting on tile and canvas. She is drawn to images which
suggest something beyond
the apparent, a reflection
of her studies in literature,
psychology and theology and
her work as a minister and
counselor. A wife, mother of
three sons, and grandmother,
Stroup has taught English
and general studies at WMU
and earned her M.A. at the
University. She has a B.A. from
Grinnell College and a Master
Nancy Stroup
of Divinity from McCormick
Theological Seminary.

Assessment of Student Learning
What is it like to be an occupational therapist? On
Thursday, December 2 of last year, high school students
from the Grand Rapids Public Schools (GRPS) received some
answers to that question in a shared learning experience
with occupational therapy (OT) graduate students at WMU’s
Grand Rapids regional location. Through the session, OT
students practiced and improved their professional abilities,
while high school students gained awareness about OT as
a career and explored their potential in the field. The high
school students who participated in “Occupational Therapy:
Experiential Lab” are involved with the GRPS Center for
Human Services at Central High, one of five new elective
learning centers or hubs. During their visit, they went on an
interactive, virtual tour of the OT profession via stations that
demonstrated treatment scenarios such as a veteran with post
Continued on next page
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traumatic stress disorder, adaptive equipment training after
hip replacement surgery, vocational training for a work injury,
and the developmental perceptual treatment of a pre-school
child. “They had fun and experienced the powerful potential
of therapies OT professionals use to assist people of all ages.”
noted OT course instructor Lynn Martinelli, who took part
in the experience along with WMU OT instructor Dr. Debra
Lindstrom-Hazel and WMU OT Department Chair Dr. Joseph
Pellerito. GRPS teacher Peter
Cassis coordinated the high
school group along with Lisa
Farrell, Gerald Smith, and
Kurt Sattler. “My students
were fully engaged; it was
a clear sign of successful
learning,” said Cassis, “and I
thank WMU for supporting
the future professionals
of our community.” WMU’s
Department of Occupational
Therapy is the oldest
program of its kind in
Michigan and is recognized
as being among the best
WMU and Grand Rapids Public
in the nation. WMU began
School Students Participate in Shared
offering its master’s degree
Learning Experience
in OT in Grand Rapids in
2009.
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