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AN ANALYSIS OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DENOMINATIONAL
AFFILIATION AND RELIGIOUS ORIENTATION AND DEATH
PERSPECTIVES OF THE CLERGY
Donald Philip Gillespie, Ph.D.
Western Michigan University, 1983
The purpose of this study was to exp 1ore the re 1at i onshi p of
religious belief and religious orientation to death perspectives.
The population was the clergy of three denominations:

Conservative

Jewish, Roman Catholic, and Southern Baptist. Virtually no research
has been comp 1eted which exp 1ores these issues among this occupational group.
Research on religious orientation and death perspectives has
been fraught with methodological difficulties.

The major problem

has been the unidimensional conceptualization of the variables.
Multidimensional scales were used in this study to avoid that problem.

These scales (refined by Spilka) were subjected to factor

analyses

which

resulted

in

the formulation of new religious-

orientation and death-perspective scales.

These new scales were

used for the data analyses.
This exp 1oratory study was guided by three research questions:
(1) Will denominational affiliation be associated with death perspectives? (2) Will religious orientation act as an intervening variable
between denominational

affiliation and death perspectives?

and
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2
(3) Will age, education, marital status, and length of time in the
clergy be associated with any other factors in the study?
Ninety-nine clergy surveyed by mailed questionnaires provided
the data for answering the research questions:

Question One, signi_-

fi cant differences existed between denomi nati ana 1 groups on three
of eight death factors (death as

11

Reward, ..

11

Uncertai nty, .. and

11

Leav-

ing Family .. ); Question Two, religious orientation acted as an intervening variable between denominational affiliation and death perspectives; Question Three, 1eve 1 of education and number of years in
the clergy were significantly related to certain death perspectives
(death as .. Reward, 11 and

11

Natural Harmony .. ), and level of education

was associated with one religious-orientation factor ( .. Utilitarian .. ).
To summarize, denominational affiliation and religious orientation are related to certain death perspectives among the clergy.
There are still more similarities than differences among the groups,
but the differences are significant and may result in differences
in the professional functioning
denominational

groups.

of the clergy of the different

More research is needed to augment the

limited knowledge which exists regarding these issues.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION AND STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Death in the human experience is a broad area of concern that
has been explored by philosophers, theologians~ and lay persons
throughout history.

More recently its various components have been

topics for study in numerous academic disciplines.

Journalists and

medical practitioners have written extensively on the subject. Yet
with all that has been written there remains much more to learn. The
enormous breadth of meaning, the beliefs,· practices, and feelings
that accompany the reality of death are yet largely unexplored.
The research in this dissertation is designed to study a small
segment of this broad topic. This segment concerns the study of the
relationship

between

religious

belief,

orientation,

and

death

perspectives of clergy who may have a significant impact on both the
belief systems and behaviors of those within the realm of their
influence.
Because so little is known about the attitudes of the clergy
toward death, this research is primarily exploratory and basically
descriptive in nature.

It does not seek to test hypotheses, but

rather endeavors to begin to answer some questions related to the
relationship of denominational affiliation and religious orientation
to death attitudes.

The study is a descriptive analysis of the
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relationship between denominational affiliation, religious orientation, and death perspectives among members of the clergy.

The pre-

liminary data yielded should prove valuable for subsequent investigation by others who are interested in research that falls within the
topical boundaries of this study.
Background
A perusal of related literature leads to growing understanding
of the breadth of concern with death.

In the religious realm,

theologians are wrestling with life after death while the clergy are
trying to determine how best to help their grieving members.
In the humanities, short stories and poetry search the depth of
death in the experience of man.

Historians study the death related

practices and customs of those who lived in the past.

Philosophers

struggle with the meaning of death and other related issues.
In the physical sciences there is experimentation with cryogenics and research into slowing the process of aging.

In the

closely related area of medicine there is enormous energy expended on
determining how to prolong life.

The use of chemicals, surgery, and

substitution of artificial organs for failing human organs all are
designed to avoid premature death.

Medical practitioners also are

concerned with issues such as how to relate to the dying person,
determining when clinical death actually occurs, and whether abortion
is really the killing of a human being.
In the field of education there is concern with teaching children and young peop 1e. about death.

How the education a1 system can
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best prepare students to deal with death is a significant issue with
some educators (Leviton, 1975).
The soci a1 sciences have not ignored death.
make cross-cultural

Anthropo 1ogi sts

comparisons of death practices and dig up

death-related artifacts (Henderson & Oakes,

1971).

Economists

discuss the costs of premature and accidental death to industry and
society at large (Goldsheider, 1975).

Psychologists explore the

impact of the death of a parent on a young child, and the personality
correlates of suicide (Hendin, 1968; Menig-Peterson, 1978).
The sociologist is also concerned with death.

The concerns may

cover a variety of topics, and in some instances may over1ap with
those of other social scientists. The very beginnings of the meaning
of death for the growing child are an important sociological concern.
What are the early conceptions of death?

How are these learned?

What kind of language is used, and what meaning is attached to words
and events?

What is the meaning of death in society? Does it mean

the same for the young mother as it does to the aged resident of a
nursing heme?
Sociologists are interested in probing the social processes of
dying.

What norms, values, and behaviors come into play when someone

is terminally ill?

The effects of age, social class, geographical

location, and other demographic factors are of interest. The nature
of the rea 1ity that is constructed when someone is dying is an
important issue for further investigation.
What occurs when someone dies?
what circumstances?

Who dies, when, where, under

What norms and values come into play?

What
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kinds of behaviors occur?

What are the functions of these behaviors?

What institutionalized patterns exist concerning death? What is the
function of these patterns?

All of these questions are relevant to

sociological inquiry.
These are the kinds of concerns that the soci o1ogi sts have
raised.

They are different from those of the theologian, historian,

phi 1osopher,
physical

and poet.

. They are not the same as those of the

scientist, educator, or physician.-

Sociologists may at

times be interested in the same events and data as the economist,
anthropologist, or psychologist, but the questions they ask will be
different.

They will

be determined by sociological

theory and

thinking which emerges from the infrastructure of the enterprise of
sociology.
Durkheim (1897) was the first sociologist to study death-related
issues with his studies of suicide in the nineteenth century.

It was

not until the 1960s that the volume of sociological research of death
began to grow significantly.
an article entitled
Research...

11

In 1958 Faunce and Fulton (1958) wrote

The Sociology of Death:

A Neglected Area of

The growing interest in the topic in the society in

general in the 1960s seemed to stimulate sociologists to begin to
look at this .. neglected area...

There is still considerable room for

additional sociological illumination in this area.

There has been a

paucity of theoretically guided research, hence the growth of study
has done little to add to the growth of a sociological theory of
death.
Most

studies

have

been descriptive or correlational.
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5
example, Swazey (1974) gives a view of social phenomena surrounding
organ transp 1ants and dialysis.

She describes the soci a 1 imp 1i ca-

tions of failure of these modern miracles to prolong life.

While

these are useful data, the study is not theoretically based and does
not test or help to build theory.

Correlational studies have largely

been atheoretical as well, but they have added to the knowledge of
death as a social phenomena.
(1973)

studied

the

For example, Phillips and Feldman

re 1ati onshi p

between

death

and

ceremoni a1

occasions which adds to the understanding of the effect of social
factors on mortality.
There are numerous areas re 1ated to death that are ripe for
study from a sociological perspective.

Earlier in this discussion

some of the concerns of the sociologist regarding death were outlined.

Numerous questions relative to socialization, symbolic mean-

ing, process of dying, death-related practices, role changes, and
institutional patterns were raised.

While this is not an exhaustive

list of questions, it does indicate that there is a fertile field for
research that is largely untouched.
The major concern of this study is to explore the views on death
held by selected clergy of various denominations.

There is an

assumption that the individual's religious orientation is associated
with these death perspectives, therefore their religious orientation
is also a subject of research.

The findings may shed light on the

issue of the origin and maintenance of death perspectives for the
larger society.
are the

Is it not possible that the clergy, who in a sense

.. gatekeepers .. of certain religious points of view, may
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influence both the attitude and behavior of individuals in their
congregations both in attitude and behavior? May not the collective
impact of the institution of religion affect death perspectives
in society as a whole?

These are questions which may be partially

illuminated by the explicit concerns of this study.
Statement of the Problem
Specifically, this study is designed to assess the religious
orientations of the clergy of three denominations, and determine the
relationships,

if any, of these orientations and denominational

affiliation to their death attitudes.

There have been many studies

in the past that have explored religious factors and death attitudes;
these are discussed in detail in Chapter 2.

However, most of the

research in this area has been fraught with problems.

A brief dis-

cussion of the limitations of the existing research would probably be
helpful.
Perhaps the major problem lies in the manner in which the two
major factors (re 1i gi ous orientation and death perspectives) have
been conceptualized and operationalized.

Religious orientation has

often been determined only by denominational affiliation (e.g.,
Diggory & Rothman, 1961; Eichmann, 1975; Jepson, 1967).

Using only

denominatio-nal affi 1i ati on to assess this variable is treating the
religious factor as unidimensional.
one•s

religious

orientation

is

denominational affiliation alone.

This is unsatisfactory since

broader

and more complex than

The region where one resides,

one•s socio-economic status, educational background, experiences with
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religion in the family, as well as general social and political
attitudes, beliefs, and perspectives are all factors which affect
one•s religious orientation. To assess adequately religious orientation there needs to be evaluation of many factors.

The interplay and

interrelationships, including denominational affiliation, of these
variables need to be incorporated into the conceptualization of
religious orientation, thus making it a multidimensional phenomenon.
The same problem is seen with death perspectives. Most existant
studies have operationalized death attitudes or perspectives by
focusing on .. death fears .. (e.g., Christ, 1961; Faunce & Fulton, 1958;
Feifel, 1974; Jennings, 1977). Fear is only one possible perspective
on death.

Other perspectives may be hope or reward, natural end or

indifference.

To look only at fear is to treat the factor in a

unidimensional manner, and is to ignore the possible multidimensional
nature of death perspectives.

Clearly, both re 1i gi ous orientation

and death perspective should be treated as multidimensional phenomena.

Yet fewer than one-sixth of all studies in the literature treat

both factors multidimensionally.
Another limitation of existing research is that the majority of
studies have used college students as the subjects.

This research

may help develop an understanding of the relationship among the major
factors

studied

within the college population,

but the

non-

representative nature of the college population in terms of age,
socio-economic status,

and educational level make it unwise to

generalize beyond that group.

A major group in society which is

intimately involved with both religion and death has gone virtually
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unstudied.

It is reasonable to expect that the clergy, through their

official duties in death-related situations,

p~omulgation

religious viewpoints and dogma bearing on death,

of specific

and informal

interactions with those within their sphere of influence will have
considerable impact on death perspectives and behavior of their
congregations and perhaps the general conmunity.

How important it

would be to know their religious orientations and death perspectives.
Yet virtually no research has been done to exp 1ore these issues
among the clergy.

This current study attempts to systematically

explore some of these issues.
Finally, the relationship between denominational affiliation and
. death perspectives has not been systematically studied.

Very few

studjes have effectively compared the death perspectives of respondents with different denominational backgrounds.

This study is

designed to compare the perspectives of the clergy of three major
religious denominations:

Conservative Judaism, Roman Catholicism,

and Southern Baptist.
Several problems of existing research have been outlined, such
as incomplete operationalization of the variables, virtually no
research with the clergy, and no systematic studies of the effects of
denominational ties on death perspectives.

This study is designed to

extend the knowledge in this area of study.
Purpose of Study
Taking into account the questions raised and the limitatirins and
problems encountered in the literature on death, this study is
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concerned with the relationship between religious orientation and
death perspectives among the clergy of three major denominations in
the United Stated:
Southern Baptist.

Conservative Judaism, Roman Catholicism, and
This is 1arge ly an exp 1oratory study si nee no

known research has been done to assess the religious orientation and
its relationship to death perspectives among the clergy. Because it
deals exclusively with the clergy, no generalizations based upon this
current research
intended.

beyond the clergy of these denominations is

An underlying assumption of this study is that the clergy

have different perspectives on death based on varying theological and
religious perspectives.
The three clergy groups were chosen because they represent the
three major religious groups in the United States:
Jewish, Protestant.

Roman

Catholic,

Roman Catholics were chosen because they are the

largest single Christian denomination in the United States.

They

also represent one of the two major divisions within Christianity:
Catholicism and Protestantism. Conservative Jews were chosen because
of their position on the conservative-liberal
Judaism.

continuum within

They are more moderate than the Orthodox

~ews,

who are .

known for their conservatism, and more conservative than the liberal
Reformed

Jews.

Southern Baptists were selected to represent

Protestantism because this is the largest single Protestant denomination in the United States (Delury, 1978, p. 348).
Questions to Be Answered
The questions that are addressed in this study fall into three
groups:

(1) denominational affiliation and death perspectives,
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(2) possible intervening effect of religious orientation, and (3) the
nature of the relationship between religious orientation and death
perspectives. Each of these questions is discussed in order below.
Denominational Affiliation
and Death Perspect1ves.
A major concern

of this
is

study is to

determine whether

associated with

particular death

denominational

affiliation

perspectives.

Given the different theo 1ogi ca1 views and denomi na- .

tional practices relative to death, one would expect that the death
perspectives of the clergy of different denominations would differ.
There is evidence that death has different meaning in different
religious communities (Mills, 1969; Toynbee, 1968).

To establish

these differences the dominant perspectives toward death that are
present in the three traditions are explored.
Jewish Perspective
While there are divergent perspectives on many topics within
modern Judaism, there are many overriding central views which appear
to pervade Judaism.

The differences in relation to death are

discussed and then the central themes. The divergent views have their
roots in the Torah.

Death in the Torah is chiefly seen from a

naturalistic perspective:
1968, p. 116).

the dissolution of the individual (Smart,

Yet there are passages which intimate that there will

be a resurrection of the body (e.g., Job 14:14), Ezekiel 37:1-12).
Jewish scho 1ars seem to agree that the popular views of death in
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early Jewish history did not include an explicit perception of life
after death.

In the intertestamental period the Hellenistic notion

of afterlife had a significant impact on Jewish belief.

Because of

this influence the doctrine of resurrection of the body and a belief
in immortality of the soul both emerged.

These viewpoints were not

always jointly held and at times were conflicting (Nagakubo, 1974, p.
iv).

The

~wo

major scholarly groups, Sadducees and Pharisees, had

sharp disagreements on this issue (Mark, 1973; #134).
Perhaps the most meaningful way of looking at the different
theological views of death in Judaism today is to focus on the perspectives of the three major divisions in Judaism:
Reformed, and Conservative.
should be noted,

Orthodox,

These are discussed in that order. It

however, that a great latitude in beliefs and

perspectives is found in all branches of Judaism and official positions are almost non-existent.
Speaking as an Orthodox rabbi, Lamm (1969, pp. 221-231) makes a
strong appeal for

11

life after death ...

life after death is .. unprovable,
11

He says that the conviction of

but unshakeable, .. that there is

little meaning to life . . . unless there is a world beyond the

grave. 11

He deals with both the issue of immortality and resurrection

of the dead.

Of immortality, he affirms it as an article of faith in

the Jewish creed,

11

the denial of afterlife constitutes a denial of

the cornerstone of faith...

Yet at the same time he concedes that the

practical meaning of immortality is .. ambiguous and vague...

Lamm also

affirms the validity of the doctrine of resurrection of the body.

A

symbol of the belief in the resurrection is the refusal of Orthodox
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Jews willfully to engage in cremation of the body,

autopsy--

.. mutilation .. of the body temple--except under highly specified
conditions, or embalming.

Cremation is seen as an .. arrogant denial

of the possibility of resurrection .. (Lamm, 1969, p. 235).
At the same time Lamm acknowledges life after death,

he

celebrates with fervor life before death as having profound meaning.
He 1inks 1ife and death by suggesting that death wi 11 only have
meaning if life had meaning (Lamm, 1969, p. 236).
Rabbi Levi Olan (1971, pp. 95-104), speaking for Reform Judaism,
points out that Reformed Judaism from its beginnings has rejected the
aogma of the resurrection of the body.

He suggests that the idea of

immortality of the soul, however, is affirmed.

The meaning of the

existence after death is open to individual interpretation. For some
it may mean that man 1i ves on in the memory of God and his fe 11 ow
men.

For others it may mean some type of existence that the soul

experiences with God.

The impression remains from reading Olan that

Reformed Judaism is greatly influenced by the scientific society in
which it finds itself, yet it does not want to violate the spirit of
the traditions of the past.
Conservative Judaism appears to try to integrate parts of the
Orthodox and the Reformed traditions and beliefs.
appears to be an avoidance of strong dogmatism.

In doing so there
Rabbi Riemer (1974,

pp. 2-13) leaves room for eternity and belief in some form of
afterlife, but does not put the emphasis there.
primarily speaking to 1ife.

He sees Judaism as

For him, God is a God of 1ife and

provides strength to live.
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There is no doubt considerable divergence of theological position regarding death and afterlife within Conservative Judaism. It
may be that there are, additionally, regional or ethnic factors which
influence these viewpoints.

It is impossible to establish these with

any certainty from the existing literature.
Regardless of the differences that exist among and within the
three major groups in Judaism, there seems to be overriding similarities which transcend the divisions.

These are articulated well by

Riemer (1974, pp. 8-9) who indicates that Judaism is a religion that
11

Speaks to all of life ... It is not an otherworldly religion with the
and eschatological

focus on transcendental, mystical,
Rather it deals with the here and now.

concerns.

It is realistic, has a system

of laws that give order to life, emphasizes community, and sees God
as a constant presence in the community.

These are the foundations

of Judaism which.seem to have meaning even in the modern scientific
age.
In summary, the various Jewish theological perspectives on death
and afterlife differ.

However, death is seen as a natural part of

life, a part that Judaism can prepare the individual and community to
deal with.

The emphasis in Judaism is on life, and if one has lived

well, then one can die in peace.

Death is a community event with

laws of conduct (helakhah) to give form and order to grief and
bereavement.
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Roman Catholic Perspective
The

Roman Catholic

perspective of death

is based on

church

interpretation of scripture as well as traditions that have developed
over the life of the church.

Hellwig (1978) states the official

church position regarding death:
l.

Death is a consequence of sin, it is not natural. To
i i ve in Christ means to transcend the tragedy and
absurdity of death.

2.

Death involves judgement. The soul is separated from
the body at death and either goes to paradise, is
further purified in purgatory, or is condemned to
eternal hell.

3.

Death brings the fulfillment of life, which is communion with God after death.
Fulfillment cannot come
before death.

4. For those who die in grace, .. but who have not put
everything right in their lives, purgatory will be a
place of temporary suffering before eventual passage to
eternal bliss.
11

5.

If humans reject God they perish irrevocably.

6.

At the consummation of human hi story there wi 11 be a
general resurrection of the bodies of the dead, and the
souls and bodies will be reunited. (pp. 30-39)

Catholics differ in their interpretation of the meaning of the
doctrines surrounding death.

The nature of time after death, the

degree of literalness of places and events after death are subject to
broad differences of meaning to modern Catha 1i cs (Nowe 11, 1972, pp.
49-59).
It may we 11 be that different generations see things differently.

Those reared and educated before Vatican II (1962) may well

have a different perspective from those who were socialized after
Vatican II.

An examination of theological position·s on such issues
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as

11

dias

immortality 11 and
before

and

11

he11 11 in Roman Catholic theological encyclope-

after

Vatican

II

show significant

shifts

in

explication of doctrine--from concrete, literal positions to less
dogmatic, spiritual applications of traditional doctrine {Herbermann,
et al., 1910; Catholic University of America, 1967).
Factors of ethnicity, region of residence, socioeconomic status,
and level of education may also have a significant influence on
theological belief systems.

Transcending differing views, however,

for the Roman Catholic, death is a passage into a new form of life.
It can be the fulfillment of 1 ife, the ultimate fonn of 1 ife, or it
can bring pain and suffering if one has not lived according to the
standards of the Church.

Vernon (1970, pp. 195-196) suggests that

for the 1oya 1 Catho 1 i c, death is not to be feared but rather to be
prepared

for

prayerfully

and

hopefully.

Yet

the

emphasis

on

judgement, the possibility of at least temporary pain and discomfort
in purgatory can cause levels of fear that are relatively high. There
is tension evident between Hellwig•s first statement that death is
not

natural

and

his

fulfillment to life.

third

which

suggests

that

death

brings

This tension may iead to some confusion, or at

least ambivalence concerning the meaning of death.
In summary, death for the Roman Catholic is not the cessation of
1 ife but rather a change in form of 1 ife.
faithful

Life after death for the

brings the ultimate form of joyous communion with God.

Death is in fact the fulfillment of the present life to be prepared
for hopefully.

Finally, judgement follows death and with it comes

hope of bliss, unpleasant purification, or eternal condemnation.
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It is evident that it is much easier for the Catholic than the
Jew to be otherworldly.

He/she may have a greater tendency to live

with an eye to the future rather than finding meaning in the present.
These differences

may

affect the

perspectives of each group,

respectively, toward death.
Southern Baptist Perspective
Death for the Southern Baptist is the condition following the
escape of the soul from the body. Death is seen as the culmination of
life in the present form and a transition into a new form of life
(Bayly, 1973}.
sin.

Yet death is also seen as the enemy, is equated with

It robs life from the child, wrenches husband from wife and

chi 1d from parent.

Christ speaks of the

11

sting of death

15:56} . Yet through the pain there is hope.
the resurrection and the life

11

11

(

Christ a1so says,

1 Cor.
11

I am

(John 11:25} (Allen, et al., 1958, p.

353}.
The Southern Baptist believes in the immortality of the soul.
This immortality is given in two stages to the one who is saved. The
first stage is immortality given to the human soul at the time of
·death.

The second stage is immortality given to the body at the time

of the resurrection of the dead (Allen, et al., 1958, p. 676}.
There is also a theology of judgement in Southern Baptist
thought.

Christ judges the living and the dead on the 1ast day of

human history.

Those who have faith in him will be given eternal

life, while those who persist in rebellion against him will be destroyed.

There is a strong theme of assurance.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

17
If one believes in the Christ he/she will be saved.

To refer to

oneself as "savedn is common practice in Southern Baptist circles
(Allen, et al., 1958, p. 712).
For Southern Baptists, as with other conservative Protestants,
the theological perspective is goal oriented.

There is a hope for a

transformed historical order (Gutch, 1969, p. 159), that is the end
of the world and setting up of a new kingdom ruled by God.

While

there is an expectancy for the future, there is also concern for life
and quality of 1 ife in the here and now.

Death is viewed as a

tragedy, yet paradoxically seen as the beginning of new life. Perhaps
the mixed view of death is based on the multidimensional nature of
death to the Protestant:
conmuni on with God.

it means pain and separation, yet hope and

That God is "in charge" seems to permeate

Southern Baptist as well as all Protestant thought

(Bayly, 1973).

The Southern Baptist has more in common with the Roman Catholic
than with the Jew.

The major areas of difference between Catho 1 i c

and Southern Baptist appear to be in the area of judgement.

There is

more emphasis on judgement and possible punishment in Catholicism
contrasted with the view that the "saved" need not really fear judgement because they are given eternal life as a free gift.

All they

must do is "believe."
It is evident that there are differences in the theological
perspectives related to death and afterlife among the groups that
were selected for this study (see Table 1).

The positions of the

clergy of these three groups probably differ as well.

The interest

of this study is whether the differing theological perspectives are

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

18

Table 1
Summary of Death Perspectives

Claimed
Conmunity Source of
Involvement Death
Perspectives

Denomination

Belief in
Afterlife

View of
Death

Conservative
Jewish

Divergence
of views

Natural part
of life
process

Holy writings
Death a
community and tradievent, laws tions
(helakhah)
determine
conduct

Yes

Consequence
of sin,
judgment,
fulfillment
of life

Largely
an individual event
few traditi ons,
vary with
cultural
influences

Yes

The enemy,
culmination
of life,
judgement

No formal Bible
tradition,
form of
funeral
varies

Roman
Catholic

Southern
Baptist

Scripture
and culturally determined traditions

associated with different personal perspectives on death.
Religious Orientation as a Possible
!nterven1ng Var1able
The

discussion

above raises

the question

as

to whether

denominational affiliation is associated with death perspectives.
There is also interest in determining whether there are factors which
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may affect the re 1ati onshi p between denomi nationa 1 affi 1i ati on anu
death perspectives.

It is possible that selected demographic and

professional factors may be influential intervening factors.

There

is also the liklihood that the type of religious orientation that an
individual has may also be a significant intervening factor.

Reli-

gious orientation is here defined as the nature of the individual
religious experience.
theological

beliefs?

How does the person interpret and re 1ate to
What

is the meaning of religion to the

individual? What function does religion have for his/her existence?
It is fe 1t that these are important issues when assessing the
influence of religion on death perspectives.

While the individual

may be socialized within a certain religious tradition, there are
different ways in which the person may relate to that tradition.

One

person may accept it in a cursory manner, enjoy the form and ceremony
of the religion, yet find little in religion relevant to everyday
life.

Another may find that religion provides the major perspective

from which to view all of life and to color all behavior.

These two

different orientations toward religion could affect an individual• s
view of death, thus two persons from the same denomination would have
differing

death

attitudes

while

sharing

a

single

theological

perspective.
Therefore this

study

uses

attitude

scales

to measure the

cl ergy• s religious orientations and attitudes toward death and to
assess the interaction among them.
are discussed briefly below.

The scales and their selection

A full discussion follows in Chapter 2.

In summary, this study is interested in exploring whether there
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are intervening

variables which may

between

denominational

factors

mentioned

influence the

relationship

affiliation and death perspectives.

above

as

well

as

religious

orientation

The
are

considered to determine if indeed there is significant influence.
Nature of Relationship between Religious
Or1entat1on and Death Perspect1ves
In addition to considering the effect of religious orientation
as an intervening variable, thee is interest in determining the
nature of the relationship between religious orientation and death
perspectives.
concepts

As discussed earlier in this chapter, both of these

are multi-dimensional.

Using the religious and death

attitude scales, it is possible to measure certain kinds of religious
orientation and certain types of death perspectives.

The interest of

this study lies in determining whether certain kinds of religious
orientations are related to certain types of death perspectives. For
example, there is evidence (Spilka et al., 1977) that people who have
re 1i gi ous orientations in which re 1i gi on permeates their who 1e 1i fe
have more positive death perspectives than people who have a more
formal, less inclusive relationship to religion.
Summary
In this chapter the problems and questions which are major
concerns of this study have been discussed.

The object of this

research is to explore the relationship between religious belief
(denominational affiliation), religious orientation, and death perspectives among the clergy of three major religious denominations.
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Death attitudes is the dependent variable, denominational affiliation
is the independent variable.

Religious orientation is evaluated as

an interv.ening variable between the other two.
The chapters which follow include the following:
related

literature;

theoretical

consideration;

method;

review of
findings;

summary and conclusion.
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CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
Introduction and Background
Research in the area of death and dying is a relatively recent
phenomenon.

Although Durkheim• s Suicide was published .before the

turn of the century, major interest focused upon his theoretical
schema and research methods rather than the 11 death related .. nature of
the work.

As early as 1912 Carpenter (1912} articulated the need for

scientific research into death and dying.
a few pioneer works.

Since that time there were

Freud•s (1917} work on mourning and melancholia

and his later work {Freud, 1918) on war and death were instrumental
in beginning to open the door ·to the study of this area.

Eliot

{1930, 1933, 1943) began to study bereavement in his seminal studies.
Death fear was studied by Becker and Bruner (1931} in the early
1930s, and also by Means (1936) in the same decade.

In the 1930s and

1940s Nagy ( 1936, 1948) and Sch i 1der and Wech s 1er (1934) studied
children and death.
attempts
Lindemann,

In the 1940s and 1950s there were developing

to conceptualize death
1947}.

Bowlby

(Borkeman,

(1960a,

1960b,

1955;

Feifel,

1961)

added to

conceptualization with his work on separation anxiety.
made a significant contribution to the

impl~cit

1959;
the

This work

concept of

death

fear which was part of the separation anxiety complex.

22
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The more specific topic of death fear and religion emerged even
more recently. The work of Gerard (1958) on the relationship between
re 1i gi ous be1i ef and death affect was one of the first serious
attempts to look at this subject. Virtually all the research in this
area has taken place since 1960.
In this review of the literature the entire body of research on
religious belief and death fears is discussed.

Because the field is

so new, the studies so few, it is helpful to look at all the works to
see the progression in conceptualization, scale development, research
design,

and analysis.

Each study is a building block in the

development of research on relig-ion and death.
Terminology
There are several terms that will be used numerous times in this
chapter.

It would be well to discuss these to minimize conceptual

confusion.
Unidimensional and Multidimensional
These terms refer to the conceptua 1izati on of both re 1i gi ous
orientation and death perspective variables.

The religious or death

variables are termed unidimensional when only one factor is used to
measure either variable.

For example, to measure the religious

variable by looking only at denominational affiliation would be a
unidimensional conceptualization. Or to study the death variable by
only measuring death fear would constitute a unidimensional evaluation.
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A conceptualization that is multidimensional is one that uses
several factors to eva·luate either the religious or death variables.
Scales, or comprehensive sets of questions which endeavor to encapsulate the major or complete set of factors for a given variable, are
multidimensional measures.

For example, Spilka and associate•s

(1977) four-factor religious orientation scale is a multidimensional
measure of the religious variable as is his eight-factor death perspective scale (Spilka, et al., 1977).
For the purposes of this review, when a study is categorized as
being unidimensional it is because either the religious or the death
variable, or both, are conceptualized unidimensionally.

To be

categorized as a multidimensional study, both the religious and
death-related variables must be evaluated using more than one
dimension.
Religious-elated Terms
Several

religious

terms

are found

in the review of the

literature and in subsequent chapters of this dissertation.

In order

that the uses may be c1ear, they are defined for this study as
follows:
1.

Denominational affiliation:

formal membership in a certain

denomination (a unidimensional concept).
2.

Denomination

or

religious

preference:

either formal

membership or loose identification with a particular denomination (a
unidimensional concept).
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3. Religious attitudes:

a spectrum of possible beliefs, pre-

dispositions, or ideas related to religion (a multidimensional concept).
4. Religious orientation:

similar to (3) but often used parti-

cularly in this study to refer to the four-factor scale developed by
Spilka

and

associates

(1977)

which

is

used

to

measure

the

religious variable in this study (this multidimensional scale is
discussed in detai 1 in the 1atter part of this chapter).
factors are:
a.

The four

Extrinsic, Intrinsic, Consensual, and Committed.

Extrinsic:

Persons with this orientation are disposed to use religion
for their own ends. The term is borrowed from axi o1ogy to
designate an interest that is held because it serves other,
more ultimate interests.
Extrinsic values are always
instrumental and utilitarian. Persons with this orientation may find religion usefu1 in a variety of ways--to
pro vi de security and so 1ace, soci abi 1ity and distraction,
status and self-justification.
The embraced creed is
lightly held or else selectively shaped to fit more primary
needs. In theological terms the extrinsic type turns to
God, but without turning away from self (Allport & Ross,
1967, p. 242). The focus is on the behavioral factors.
b.

Intrinsic.

Persons with this orientation find their master motive in
religion. Other needs, strong as they may be, are regarded
as of less ultimate significance, and they are, insofar as
possible, brought into harmony with the religious beliefs
and prescriptions. Having embraced a creed the individual
endeavors to internalize it and follow it fully. It is in
this sense that he lives his religion (Allport & Ross,
1967, p. 243). The focus is on behavioral factors.
c.

Consensua 1:

The consensual person is a person who uses his religion as
a means to ends which are based on other than religious
factors. The measure designed by Spilka et al. (1977) to
eva 1uate this factor focuses on cognitive factors of the
person•s religious orientation.
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d.

Committed:

The committed person is a person for whom re 1i gi on is of
It permeates all of
primary and ultimate importance.
his/her existence. The measure of this factor (Spilka et
al., 1977) focuses on the cognitive dimension of the
person's religious experience.
5.

Religiosity:

a term that evaluates the nature and intensity

of one's religious experience (a multidimensional term).
These terms may be conceptualized and operationalized differently by different authors.
Death Related Terms
A number of terms also are introduced which relate to death.
These are:
1.

Death anxiety:

to death fear.

a term which is closely related conceptually

It speaks to uncomfortableness with death, stress-

related reactions to death which can be measured physiologically as
well as psychologically (a unidimensional term).
2.

Death attitudes:

a broad _spectrum of beliefs, predisposi-

tions, or ideas related to death (a multidimensional term).
3.

Death fear:

a term nearly identical to death anxiety, per-

haps more frequently seen as an attitude than as a physiologically
measured concept (a unidimensional term).
4.

Death perspectives:

very similar to (2), but often used in

this study to refer to the Spilka et al. (1977) eight-factor death
perspective scale.

This multidimensional

scale is discussed in

detail in the latter part of this chapter.
These terms also may be conceptualized and operationalized differently by different authors.
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Religious Orientation and Death Fears
Introduction
There are four bodies of literature on death and religion which
are related to the present study and which, in various ways,
illuminate the concerns of this research.

First, there are studies

which explore the relationship between religious orientation and
death fears
divided

(se~

Appendix I).

For organizational purposes these are

into two categories:

(2) multidimensional studies.

(1)

unidimensional

studies and

Second, there are the studies which

examine the clergy and death-related issues.

Third, there is a

relatively small body of literature which deals with methodological
problems in death-related research.

Fourth, there is the literature

discussing death perspectives and religious orientation scales.
These four bodies of 1iterature are presented, and their relevance
for this study are discussed.
Unidimensional Studies
In this section is a discussion of the studies which deal with
religious orientation and/or death perspectives unidimensiona11y.
The discussion is organized by major findings.

Those which find that

religious orientation has no relationship with death fears are
presented first.

Second, there is a discussion of those studies

which suggest that religiosity is inversely related to death fears.
Finally, the studies

which find a positive relationship between

religious orientation and death fears are examined.

The studies in

each section are presented chronologically according to date of
publication.
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Religious orientation Has no
Effect on Death Fears
Christ (1961) studied 62 of a sample of 100 acute psychiatric
geriatric patients at San Francisco General Hospital.

There were

male and female patients all over the age of 60. They represented a
wide range of religious denominations.

He examined death attitudes

by asking 11 death questions (which he developed himself) in an
interview.

He

also used a word-association test with death words to

evaluate death attitudes.

The only variable that was related to fear

of death was poor health.
questions.

This was determined by one of the 11

He found no significant relationship between religious

affiliation and death fear.

Christ•s study is weakened

because he

uses questions to assess death fears that were not tested for
validity and reliability.
selected.

His sample was small and not randomly

The findings can only be considered to be suggestive and

cannot be generalized beyond aged, psychiatric patients.
A study of 210 male and female college students by Kalish (1963)
yielded similar findings.
religious

preference

He used a questionnaire which determined

(Jew,

Protestant,

Catholic,

Agnostic,

and

Atheist), asked a few questions about religious belief, and asked
questions about death fear.

He found no re 1ati onshi p between re 1i-

gious affiliation or belief and death fears.

His study suffers

because of narrow population (college-aged students) and no use of
death-fear scales with proven validity or reliability.

There was

also no statistical analysis done to support his findings.

This was

apparently because of the exploratory nature of the research.
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Templer and Dotson (1970) in a study of 213 junior and senior
psychology students at Western Kentucky University used Templer's
(1970) Death Anxiety Scale to look at the relationship between religious affiliation and death anxiety.

They also used an eight-

question religious

inventory to generally assess the nature of

belief.

There were 22 Catholics, 1 Jew, 180 Protestants,

religious

2 non-believers, and 8 others in the study.
basis of statistical

They concluded on the

analysis of the data that there was no

significant relationship between death anxiety and religious affiliation or religious belief.

The Templer Death Anxiety Scale does have

face validity and, according to Marshall (1982, p. 335) is related to
general anxiety.
problems with

Its main flaw is lack of unidimensionality.
the

Other

narrow population studied and a

study are

population heavily weighted by Protestants, leading to an inadequate
sample of Catholics and Jews.
Feifel (1974) came to similar conclusions in a study of 95
hea 1thy and 92 terminally i 11 subjects.

The healthy subjects were

chosen from business, labor, and fraternal clubs (70%), the remaining
he a1thy

subjects

reported).

were from

Fifty-four

a 1oca1 church

percent

of

the

( denomination

healthy

not
were

subjects

Protestant (denominational affiliation was not reported), 10% were
Catholic, 22% were Jewish.
category.

The remaining 14% were in an

11

0theru

The terminally ill were from hospitals and clinics.

Of

these, 60% were Protestant, 33% were Catholic, 5% were Jewish, and 2%
others.
Using various death-related questions Feifel (1974) attempted to
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measure different levels of awareness regarding death.
lished death-fear scale was used.

No estab-

The religious dimension was

assessed by questions concerning belief and self rating regarding
church attendance.

In addition, the Allport and Ross

Religious Orientation Scale was used.

(1967)

The major finding was that

religious and fear of death variables were not associated.

Another

interesting finding was that Protestants were more religious than
non-Protestants on Allport and Ross• Scale, and Jews were more nonreligious than non-Jews. Finally, personal nearness to death was not
associated with death fears.
The findings of this study are 1imi ted by the use of deathrelated questions with unknown validity and reliability.

It is not

known whether the questions were accurate measures of death fear.
McDonald (1976) studied 58 University of Utah students from
Introduction to Psychology and Sociology courses.
sex,

religion,

He was exploring

and risk-taking behavior as correlates of death

anxiety. Using Templer's (1970) Death Anxiety Scale to measure death
fears he compared male and female, Mormon and non-Mormon. There was
no measure of religious orientation, only determination of Mormon or
non-Mormon in affiliation.

Denominational affiliation was found not

to be associated with death fear.

The only significant finding was

that females had higher levels of death fear than males. The sample
was relatively small, and no measure of religiosity was used. Also
the population was limited to a small group of freshman and sophomore
college students.

Generalization of the findings beyond the narrow

group would be inappropriate.
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A study of re 1i gi ous commitment and fear of death in e1der ly,
Christian, male and female nursing-home residents in Massachusetts
and New Hampshire was conducted by O'Rourke (1977}. Religiosity was
assessed using Glock's (1962} religious-commitment scale. Death fear
was assessed by Templer's (1970} Death Anxiety Scale.

Ninety- nine

volunteer subjects were tested, 60 female and 39 male.

Ages ranged

from 65 to 96 with a median age of 80.

Tests were administered

verbally, some individually and some in small groups.
No significant relationship was found between religiousness and
fear of death.

Data on denominational affiliation were not collected.

One significant finding was that religiousness increased with age.
The variety of data collection techniques used raises questions about
the reliability of responses. There is a possibility that giving the
questions verbally and in some instances in groups could have had an
adverse affect on the accuracy of the answers.

Self-selection of

subjects may have had an effect on the response patterns.

Subjects

were volunteers who were not randomly selected. This is an additional
limitation of the study.
Sullivan (1977} examined religious orientation and death anxiety
in 321 college students (131 men and 190 women} from three private
colleges near a large metropolitan area. The mean age of the respondents was 20.

The Allport and Ross (1967} ·Religious Orientation

Survey was used to assess religious orientation, and Templer's (1970}
Death Anxiety Scale was used to evaluate death fears (the denomination a1 affi 1i ati on of the respondents was not obtai ned).

Re 1i gi ous

orientation was found to have no significant relationship with death
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fear.

This subject group limits the generalizability of findings.

Since 1977 no studies of the relationship between religious factors
and death fears have been published, which indicate lack of relationship between these variables.
Several
presented

in

studies published between 1960 and 1977 have been
this

section which

religious variables and death fears.

show no relationship between
These studies are limited by

narrow population (frequently college students), use of untested
scales (in some instances}, questionable data-collection techniques,
and 1ack of random sampling and unidimensional conceptualization of
one or both variables.

The findings of these studies are opposed to

the expected findings of the study, which are that there is a
relationship between religious factors and death perspectives.
Religious Orientation
Decreases Death Fears
Swenson (1961 ) in a survey of 210 rna 1e and fema 1e Minnesotans
aged 60 and over asked questions assessing the nature of religious
activity and belief and the attitudes (fear or looking forward)
toward death.

No sea1es were used.

respondents was not reported.

The re 1i gi ous affi 1i ati on of

Based on the answers to questions only

10% admitted to having any fear of death, 45% had a "looking forward"
attitude, while 44% were evasive in their answers.

Those most

religious were most likely to look forward to death.
The Swenson study used questions _with unknown validity and
reliability.

The population was very narrow, and the large number
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with evasive answers adds to concern about the validity of the
questions designed to test death fears.

The findings should be

evaluated with the limitations taken into account.
Jeffers and associates {1961 ) interviewed a bi raci a1 group of
260 community volunteers aged 60 and older in North Carolina.

In the

course of a two-hour soci a 1 hi story the question .. Are you afraid to
die? .. was asked.

Questions concerning belief in afterlife and the

extent and nature of religious activities were also asked.

Only 6%

had no church membership, however the denominational affiliation was
not reported.

Ten percent of those interviewed said they were afraid

to die, 16% had mixed feelings, and the remaining 74% reported no
fear, but added that they .. wanted to live as long as possible, .. or
.. dreaded the pain of dying. 11

Strong re 1igi ous be 1ief and frequent

religious r:tivity was associated with lower levels of fear.
This study had the problems of a very narrow population, lack of
valid and reliable scales, and direct questioning which may
accuracy of responses.

affect

Because of these limitations the findings can

only be seen as suggestive of possible relationships.
Martin

and

Wrightsman

churches in Tennessee.

{1965)

studied 58 adults from three

Thirty-three were members of the Church of

Christ, 13 members of the Methodist Church, and 12 members of the
Christian Church.

All were lower or lower-middle class.

ranged from 18 to 75, medn age was 44.
Participation Scale was used as well
Attitude Inventory.

Their ages

An unpublished Religious

as Breen's (1957) Religious

Sarnoff and Corwin's (1959) Fear of Death Scale

was used as we 11 as a sentence-camp 1et ion measure of concern over
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death, which was developed for the study.

Findings indicate that the

more religious a person is, the less he/she reports fearing death.
Martin and Wrightsman (1965, p. 322) concluded that "religion serves
as a means of confronting and reducing one•s fear of death." The
study did not report differences in levels of death fear based on
denominational affiliation.
This study is

limited by the relatively small

appears not to have been randomly selected.

sample that

It is also unfortunate

that denominational comparison of levels of death fears were not
reported when the data were available.
Williams and Cole (1968) studied 161
students at a state college in Georgia.

Introductory Psychology
Ligon•s (1965) Religious

Participation Scale and Sarnoff and Corwin•s (1959) Perception of
Death Scale were used to assess religiosity and death fears.

Those

students having the highest 1eve 1s of re 1i gi osi ty had the 1east
death anxiety.

No data on the religious affiliation of the respon-

dents were reported.

This study is limited by a narrow population

and lack of random sampling.

The findings cannot be safely general-

ized.
In a study of 1843 Utah college students, Vernon (1970) asked
whether

"your

religious

experience in general

decreased your fear of death."
denominations.

Overall

60%

has increased or

The students were from many different
evaluated

religion

as

being

fear

reducing, 30% reported it as having no influence, while 10% saw
religion as increasing fear of death.

Self-reported decrease of fear

resulting from religion was greatest among Mormons (85.8%) and next
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among Lutherans (63.8%). The largest group indicating an increase of
fear as a consequence of religion were Catholic (23.4%); next were
Baptist (13.3%), and third Jewish (8%).
The major weakness of this study is the unknown validity and
reliability of asking an explicit question to determfne the relationship between religious orientation and death fear.

Further the

study is limited by the narrowness of the population.
Lester (1970), in a study of 109 young women in an Introductory
Psychology class in a women's college in New York, investigated
religiosity, denominational affiliation, and death fear.

He used

Josey's (1950) religiosity scale and Collett and Lester's (1969) fear
of death scale.

Included in the study were 12 Catholics, 14 Jews, 25

Episcopalians, 20 Presbyterians, and 38 Protestants from several
denominations that were not identified.

There were fewer than 10

respondents in each of these additional Protestant groups.
The effects of denominational affiliation upon fear of death
when evaluated statistically indicated that there were no associations.

Even when religiosity was controlled this remained true.

Jews had consistently higher fears of death and dying than Catholics
and Protestants, though these differences when compared separately
did not reach significance.
stronger.

The effects of religiosity seemed

Those with low levels of religiosity had greater fear for

themselves, while those with high religiosity were other-directed in
their fears.

The associations, however, were relatively weak.

The

patterns of correlations between religiosity and death fears for
Protestants were very different from those of Jews and Catholics.
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Details of this were not discussed.
Again, this study, had a very narrow population (college women},
but it did evaluate denominational influences.

The numbers in the

Jewish and Catholic groups were quite small, however.
Templer (1972}, in a replication of Templer and Dotson's (1970}
study,

obtained different findings

studied.

He felt that the use of college students in the early

study was a major weakness.
Death

by changing the population

Anxiety Scale

In this second study Templer used his

(1970}

to

evaluate death

fears,

and

an

eight-question religious inventory to evaluate the participants in
religious retreats in the Mid-west and South.

Their denominational

affiliation was not reported.
The findings contrast with those of the earlier study.

Reli-

giously involved persons who were more traditional in their beliefs
had lower death-anxiety scores.

For these persons, male and female,

the scores were lower than in any previous study which had used
Templer's scale.

Templer suggests that college students did not

produce the same results because of the lack of importance of religion in their lives.
This study did not evaluate the denominational variable, which
is unfortunate given the fact that it was an interdenominational
population.

The findings are particularly interesting because they

indicate that the population chosen can greatly affect findings. They
also strengthen the position that one cannot generalize findings from
a college student population beyond that narrow group.
Burrows (1972}, in a study of 291 college students in New York,
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used Bazar's (1964) Fear of Death Scale and questions designed to
determine orthodoxy, religiosity, and comfort with religious position.

She found that students who were most comfortable with their

religious beliefs had the lowest level of death anxiety.

A major

concern of Burrows was to show that the common but rather cursory
methods of measuring religiosity may exclude vital religious variables which may be significant in affecting death anxiety.

The nar-

row population limits the generalizability of the findings of the
study.
A study by Berman and Hays (1973) of 300 college-aged subjects
found a weak but significant negative relationship between belief in
afterlife and death fears.

Using Lester's (1967) Fear of Death

Scale, Templer's (1970) Death Anxiety Scale, and the Osarchuk and
Tatz (1973) Belief in Afterlife Scale, the researchers also found
that females were significantly higher than males both in death
anxiety and in belief in afterlife.

While this study used scales

that have demonstrated psychometric reliability and validity, the use
of a one-dimension religious measure is inadequate, as the study by
Burrows (1972) seemed to suggest.
Shearer (1973) studied both Christians and non-Christians who
we.re randomly selected from subjects in a previous survey in Southern
California.

Twenty non-Christians and 40 Christians were included in

the s amp 1e.

The Bozer ( 1964) Fear of Death Sea 1e, Brown and Lowe

(1951) Inventory of Religious Belief, and Allport and Ross

(1967)

Extrinsic-Intrinsic Religious Orientation Scale were used to measure
the death anxiety and religious variables.

Christians were found to
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have

significantly

Christians.

lower

levels

of

death

anxiety

than

Orthodox Christians (determined by Brown and Lowe's

Inventory)

had significantly less fear than liberals.

Intrinsic

(those for whom religion permeates entire life) Christians
anxious

non-

about

death

than

Extrinsic

achieve other goals) Christians.

~ere

less

(those who use religion to

This study was more thorough in

evaluating the religious variable than many studies discussed up to
this point.
measuring

Significant data have emerged from this more complete

of the

religious-orientation construct.

Again it

is

unfortunate that the sample was small and that the denominational
affililation of the respondents was not reported.

Nothing was dis-

cussed about the non-Christians other than that they had indicated
that they were non-Christian in a previous survey.
Eichmann (1975) studied Catholic seminarians (N=28), Catholic
graduate students (N=70), former Catholics (N=24), and non-Catholic
agnostic-atheists (N=22).

He used Templer's (1970) Death Anxiety

Scale, Collett and Lester's (1969) Fear of Death Scale, and a religigious questionnaire which he constructed.

He found many differences

among the groups on various dimensions of death fear.
Catholics had less death anxiety than non-Catholics.

In general the
Seminarians

were more fearful of death than Catholic graduate students and former
Catholics.

The sample from

~hree

groups was smaller than desirable,

but the study does reveal the intricate nature of the relationship
between death fear and re 1i gi ous factors by the many differences in
death fears among the four groups.
Kahoe and Dunn (1975) studied religious and death-fear variables
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among 67 Catholics and Protestants in a small southern town.

There

were 22 Baptists, 25 Methodists, and 20 Roman Catholics in the s·ample.
11

The questionnaire included demographic factors and a self-rated

Concern with religious affairs .. section.

(1965) Death Concern

S~ale,

Martin and Wrightsman•s

Rokeach•s (1960) Dogmatism Scale, and the

Allport and Ross (1967) Intrinsic-Extrinsic Religious Orientation
Scale were also in.cl uded in the questionnaire.

Death concern was

negatively related to Intrinsic religious orientation and self-rated
re 1i gi ous

concern.

Whi 1e

there

were

no

over a 11

significant

differences in death concerns based on denominational affiliation,
Kahoe and Dunn, without giving examples, suggest that particular
denominational

traditions are associated with certain

attitudes

toward death.

The researchers cite a moderate rate (35%) of return

of questionnaires, and questionable reliability of fear of death
measures as limitations of the study.

The small size of the sample

also limits the findings of the study.
Leming (1976), in a study of 403 residents of Weber County,
Utah,

used a religiosity scale he developed himself and Bozer•s

(1964) Fear of Death scale to evaluate the two salient variables.
denominational

affiliation was reported;

Protestant distinctions were made.
respondents
religious,

into

three

and very

Protestant/non-

The religiosity scale divided

categories:

religious.

however,

No

non-religious,

Findings reveal

moderately

that for

this

population very religious and non-religious subjects display lower
death anxiety than the moderately religious.

Further, he found

t~at

among the most religious, religion acted as an efficient reducer of
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anxiety.

Leming concludes that the .. strength of an individual• s

religious commitment is the most important variable in explaining the
relationship between our variables .. {Leming, 1976, p. 7674}.
In a subsequent study Leming (1980} collected data on 372 persons living in a rural corrmunity in Minnesota.

He used Glock and

Stark•s (1966} religiosity scale and Faulkner and DeJong•s {1967}
religiosity inventory to evaluate the religious variable.

To measure

fear of death he used the Leming Fear of Death Scale which was
developed for this study.

Females made up 61.6% of the sample, the

mean age was 46, average level of education was 16 years.

Protes-

tants comprised 72.3% of the sample {no denominational affiliat.ion
was reported} 15.9% were Roman Catholic, and 11.8% were .. other .. (not
specified} or having no religious preference.

Leming found that

there was an association between religiosity and death fears, but the
type of religion did not seem to make a difference.
commitment is the most significant variable

The strength of

in explaining

the

relationship between religion and fear of death.

Methodologically,

this is one of the best studies in this section.

The major limita-

tion is the unknown reliability and validity of the Leming Fear of
Death Scale, but it certainly seems to have significant face validity.

In addition the findings correlated with Leming's earlier study

(1976} in which he used Bazar's (1964} Fear of Death Sccle.
Cremins (1980} studied religious orientation and fear of death
in

133 eighth graders.

He used the All port and Ross (1967}

Intrinsic-Extrinsic Religious Orientation Scale to measure religiosity.

Death anxiety was evaluated with Bazar's (1964} Fear of Death
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Scale.

Religious preference was not reported.

It was found that the

intrinsically religious feared death less than the extrinsic. Females
manifested higher death anxiety scores than males.

This study was

particularly interesting because it was the only one done with
individuals in early adolescence. The findings were similar to those
studies which used similar scales with older populations.
To summarize, this section presents research which in general
supports the thesis of this study that religious functions are associated with death fears.

Specifically the findings are that religion

is inversely related to death fears.

Of special interest were the

studies which used the Allport and Ross (1967) Intrinsic-Extrinsic
Religious Orientation Scale, because it is one of the scales from
which the Spilka {1970) Religious Orientation Scale was developed.
Those studies which used this scale had findings which are in
agreement with the expected findings for this study, i.e., that
intrinsic and extrinsic religion is associated with particular death
perspectives.

Of further interest to this study was the finding by

Lester (1970) that Jews had higher levels of death anxiety than did
Catholics and Protestants.
Religious Orientation Increases
Fear of Death
There is a small

body of literature which suggests that

religious people are more

fearful of death than less religious or

non-religious individuals.
Faunce and Fulton (1958) surveyed 104 college students.

Using

religious-oriented questions the students were divided into two
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groups:

(1) temporal orientation (which stressed finality of death)

and (2) spiritual orientation
(which characterized death
as a transi.
.
tion to afterlife of judgement or carefree happiness). The researchers used a sentence-completion test that they developed to evaluate
Their findings were that those who were spiritually

death fears.

oriented had higher levels of death fear than those who were temporally oriented.

The reliability and validity of the questions in this

study have not been evaluated.

This is a significant limitation, as

is the use of college students only.
Feifel

(1959), in a study of 40 religious subjects and 42

non-religious subjects, concluded that the religious subjects were
more fearful of death because of the fear of judgement. He selected
11

religious .. subjects by formal identification with religious groups.

Fear of death was determined on the basis of a series of questions
with no established scale being used.

The validity and reliability

of his measures is undetermined. There was no reporting of denominational affiliation. The report contained no statistical data, therefore the significance of his findings is unknown.
A study of 295 married women from three Unitarian Universalist
churches and one Catha 1i c Church was conducted by Chenard (1973).
Using Gl ock and Stark •s (1965) orthodoxy and re 1i gi ous practices
indexes and a belief-in-afterlife index designed for the study, the
religious orientation of the women was evaluated .. No scale was used
to evaluate death fears; instead a series of questions was used for
this purpose.

Those high in orthodoxy, religious practices, and

belief in afterlife had the highest level of death fears. The
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statistical significance of these associations were not reported. It
is not known if the findings were statistically significant.

The

reliability and validity of the death-fear questionnaire is also
unknown..

Denominational

differences,

if they existed, were not

reported.
No further studies could be found which support the position of
the studies in this section.

These findings are supportive of the

underlying views of this study which is that there is an
between religious orientation and death fears.

~ssociation

The studies in this

section were fraught with methodological problems, therefore the
findings must be considered with these limitations in mind.
Summary of UnidimenSlonal Stud1es
The

vast majority

of the studies in the general

area of

religious belief and death attitudes are unidimensional.

As one

looks at these studies there is a general trend toward better methods
as time progresses.

There is movement toward random sampling, using

scales which have proven to be

relatively reliable and valid, use

of statistical analysis, and a slow movement toward multidimensional
evaluation of the variables.
Yet even some of the relatively recent studies used untested
scales, narrow college-aged populations, and poor sampling methods.
The divergent findings of the studies thus far are probably due to
methodological weaknesses.

This researcher agrees with Leming (1980, ·

p. 351) that the greatest problem in past research has been sample
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selection.
lations,

Over haif of the studies collected data on student popuusually

introductory

psychology

or

sociology

class~s.

Research indicates that age, socio-economic status, education, and
amount of contact with death as we 11 as re 1i gi ous factors are associated with death anxiety (Martin &Wrightsman, 1965; Chasin, 1971).
One further note:

the number of studies seems to decrease as

one moves into the 1980s. Research in the area of religious orientation and death perspectives seems to be taking a back seat to other
death research, such as that focusing on hospice, abortion, and
euthanasia.
Multidimensional Studies
In this section we the studies which treat both religious
orientation and death perspectives multidimensionally are discussed.
Since there are so few studies they are discussed in one section with
no further organizational scheme. All of the studies occurred between
1976 and 1979.

A careful search of the 1iterature has found no

studies since 1979 which could fall into this category.
Minton and Spilka (1976) studied 67 Protestants from a church in
Boise, Idaho. The denomination of the church was not reported. There
were 40 females and 27 males aged 17 to 83 (mean age 30).

The

death-perspectives scale developed by Hooper and Spilka (1970) had
nine factors (natural end, pain, loneliness, unknown, punishment,
forsaking dependents, failure, ·afterlife of reward, courage, powerlessness).
The religious variable was measured using a combination of
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Allport's (1966) Intrinsic-Extrinsic scale, and Allen and Spilka's
(1967) Committed-Consensual Scale.

F-indings supported the hypotheses

that committed religion is correlated with perceptions of death as
"an afterlife of reward, .. and consensual religion is associated with
death

as

"natural

end,"

"unknown,"

and "failure."

The death-

perspective scale used in this study needed further refinement as· it
has not been used before.

This refinement occurred in the study to

be discussed next.
Spilka and associates (1977) completed a study of 328 persons
aged 17-83.

The average age was 23.6 and there were 182 rna 1es and

146 females.

The majority of respondents were college students from

two private, church-affiliated colleges.
Rocky Mountains, the other in Georgia.

One college was in the
There were also 74 persons

from a Methodist Church in Idaho included in the sample.
denominational affiliation of the college

st~dents

The

was not reported.

The-death perspective scale developed by Hooper and Spilka (1970) was
altered slightly to yield 10 death perspectives (natural end, pain,
loneliness,

unknown,

punishment,

forsaking

dependents,

afterlife of reward, courage, and indifference.

failure,

The A11 port ( 1966)

Intrinsic-Extrinsic Scale was administered along with the CommittedConsensual measures developed by Spilka and his associates (Spilka,
Allen, & Daily, 1968; Spilka & Mullin, 1977).
As a result of careful factor analyses, the 10 death perspectives were reduced to 8.

Strong correlation between Intrinsic and

Committed, and between Extrinsic and Consensua 1 1ed the researchers
to group them together in their discussion.

General findings were
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that Intrinsic-Committed perspectives were associated positively with
positive views of death (e.g., "afterlife of reward," "courage") and
negatively with negative death perspectives (e.g., "pain," "failure,"
etc.).

An Extrinsic-Consensual stance correlated positively with the

negative death perspectives.

There was no explicit or implicit

theoretical position in this study.

This study

~'las

a major step

forward in the development of valid and reliable scales to measure
the religious and death variables multidimensionally.

The present

study of the clergy utilizes these scales.
Cerny (1977), in a replication and extension of the Spilka and
associates (1977) study, added the dimension of "born again" to the
re 1i gi ous eva 1uati on.

There were 261 undergraduate psycho 1ogy stu-

dents from two state colleges in Southern California comprising the
sample.

"Born

again"

was

associated with

Intrinsic-Corrunitted

religious orientation, and both were positively correlated with positive death perspectives.

Extrinsic-Consensual correlated positively

with negative death perspectives.

There was no report of denomina-

tional affiliation.
Clark (1979) replicated the Cerny (1977) research in a study of
241

community-college students iri Southern California.

Findings

rep 1i cated those of Cerny •s thus 1ending further support to the
reliability of the scales.
Patrick ( 1979) partially rep 1i cated the Spi 1ka and associates
study with Christians and Buddhists.
Buddhists,

40 Baptists,

Hawaii.

Allport's

The sample consisted of 35

and 16 Congregationalists from Honolulu,

(1967)

Intrinsic

and

Extrinsic

Religious
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Orientation Scale was used along with four factors from Spilka•s
scale (1977). The factors were (1) afterlife of reward, (2) unknown,
(3) pain and loneliness, and (4) unknown.

Templer•s Fear of Death

Scale (1970) was also used.
For Christian respondents, negative death perspectives were
negatively associated with Intrinsic religion and positively related
to Extrinsic religion.

This was not true of Buddhists.

Patrick•s

work does not support Intri ns i c-Extri ns i c as uni versa 1 concepts in
relation to certain death perspectives.
ize certain factors

extant

But it may well conceptual-

in the Western world.

Christian

respondents had significantly less fear of death and were more
positive in their death perspectives than were Buddhists. There were
no significant differences in mean scale scores between Congregationalists and Baptists.
The multidimensional studies all used at least one of the scales
that are used in this research and had findings which are consistent
with the theoretical expectations of this study. Further testing of
these scales with different populations is important, because all but
one were carried out with college students.
The Clergy and Death-Related Studies
As Spilka, Spangler, and Rea (1977, p. 1) indicate, there have
been numerous research endeavors and many discussions regarding the
attitudes and perceptions of persons in the health-related professions concerning death (Degner, 1974; Rea, Greenspoon,
1975; Popoff, 1975;

Quint, 1967).

&

Spilka,

The clergy, however, have gone
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virtually unstudied.

The studies which have been done are 1argely

exploratory and are limited in scope.
this section.
11

These studies are discussed in

This represents the entire body of literature on

Clergy and death ...
The seminal research into this area by Fulton (1961) focused on

the attitudes of the clergy relative to funerals and funeral
directors.

The 633 respondents from various Protestant bodies

(denominations not reported) represented only 35% of those approached
with the questionnaire.

The findings of this exploratory study are
. .
suspect because of the huge sample loss. They are also narrow in

scope and not relevant to this study.
Preston and Horton (1972) studied the attitude of 100 Protestant
ministers toward euthanasia. There was no specification of denominational affiliation.

In addition, the findings were reported in terms

of agree-disagree percentages to euthanas i a-re 1ated statements that
had been developed for the study.
Kutscher and Dutscher (1972) studied perspectives on bereavement
among 40 clergy from unknown denominations with unknown demographic
characteristics. Reporting is in terms of percentage of responses to
an instrument containing word chosen
concerning bereavement.

(produced for the study)

There was no statistical analysis of the

data.
Angelica (1977) compared denial of their own death between 50
Episcopal clergy and 50 lay persons.

The instrument developed for

the study was 50 closed-end questions, each with four possible responses.

The responses ranged from acceptance to denial.

Angelica
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found that the clergy showed a higher level of denial than lay persons.

In addition, he determined that the personal experiences of

the clergy did not function to help them come to terms with their own
deaths, while, in contrast, the experiences of lay persons did help
He concluded that the lay persons would be better equipped

them.

than the clergy to deal effectively with grief-stricken families in a
death situation.
Perhaps the most extensive studies in the area of the clergy and
death and dying have been carried out by Spilka, Spangler, and Rea
(1977, 1978).

In the 1977 study a group of 276 clerics from 14

different denominations were sampled.

The study investigated per-

spectives and action of the clergy in relation to death.
were measured by a 53-item questionnaire.

The actions

The views on death were

based on brief scales based on Spilka's earlier research (Spilka et
al., 1977).
loneliness,

These scales assessed death anxiety, death as pain and
forsaking

dependents,

the unknown,

and afterlife of

reward.
To summarize the rather broad findings of this study:

the gen-

eral conclusion was that the clergy are satisfied that their religious and theological belief systems are useful in their work with
the dying and bereaved.

They also believed that they were effective

in working with these people, and that their chief function was to
counsel and comfort.

Levels of death anxiety were quite high, and

belief in an afterlife of reward was the dominant perspective toward
death. Age and 1ength of experience in the c 1ergy were much more
highly

associated with assurance of effectiveness in death work than
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were educational level or denominational affiliation. Spilka and his
associates suggest that their research probably raised more questions
than it answered, but their work is a very significant one because of
its broader scope than that of previous studies.

It is a1so more

significant because of sampling techniques, scaling, and statistical
analyses that are better than those used in previous clergy-death
studies.
A later project by the same researchers (Spilka, Spangler, &
Rea, 1978) explored the roles of conservative theology and personal
perspectives on death as they relate to views on euthanasia and work
with terminally ill

patients.

A total of 127 clergy from 4

Protestant groups participated.
Presbyterians,

20 Lutherans,

There were 70 Methodists,

and 19 Conservative Baptists.

18
A

questionnaire was developed with items measuring demographic factors,
euthanasia, theological conservatism, and death perspectives.

The

finding of interest to this study was that age was positively
correlated with lessening fear of one's own death.
As can readily be seen research in this area is sparse.

The

research which has been completed, by and large, does not illuminate
the issues and topics of concern in this study.

They are a11

significant because each constitutes an addition to a virtually
unstudied area.

In spite of

sampling, scaling, and analytical

limitations, the studies have made a contribution to the area.
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Methodological Problems
As has been seen in the review of studies earlier in this chapter, there has been great divergence of findings among the many stud; es done that exp 1ore re 1i gi ous orientation and death perspectives.
Methodological weaknesses probably account to a great degree for the
differences in findings.

This researcher agrees with Leming ( 1980)

that the major problem has been sample selection.

The majority of

studies have been done with college students, often freshmen in
introductory psychology or sociology classes.

This is a problem

because research has clearly shown that age, education, social class,
and past experience with death, are a11 intervening vari ab 1es that
affect both religious orientation and death perspectives (Chasin,
1971; Martin &Wrightman, 1965; Spilka, Spangler, and Rea, 1977).
Dumont and Foss {1972)

discuss methodological. problems in

death-attitudes research in general.

First, they find a general

paucity of rigor which results in general methodological shoddiness.
Such specific problems as lack of appropriate quantification, lack of
suitable checks on validity and reliability, and sampling technique
problems are illuminated.
A second problem Dumont and Foss focus on is investigator bias.
Whether it is bias as a result of individual cultural orientation,
professional identification, religious affiliation, or philosophical
position,· it can have an effect on the research design, interpretation of findings, and conclusions of a study.
The third problem is deficiency of personal interviews and
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paper-and-pencil questioning techniques.

It may be that questions

are posed in such a way as to give the respondent the feeling that
his privacy is being invaded, or questions may be designed so that it
forces an answer from the respondent which is not valid.
A· fourth prob1em is overi nterpretati on of the data.

Drawing

unwarranted conclusions or making speculations appear to be basea
upon the factual findings of a piece of research is not uncommon.
Dumont and Foss•s final criticism lies in the area of conceptualization.

They identify the need in death research to clearly define

the terminology.

Such terms as

11

attitudes toward death .. and

giousn need to be given clear definitions.
made between

11

dying 11 and

11

being dead...

11

reli-

Distinctions need to be
Any constructs which are

introduced need to be adequately identified and defined.
Martin and Wrightsman (1965, pp. 317-318) focus on relevant
problems in research that were done before their study:
1.

Many are studies done on narrowly defined populations
and hence there is questionable validity in generalizing from these studies. A large number are done
with college . students, who are neither adults or
typical religious adherents.

2.

There is a lack of identifying respondent •s unique
experiences with death. These may well be decisive in
determining death attitudes.

3.

Few studies have concentrated on
differences among religious people.

4.

Several studies do not include any statistical analyses of the data.

death-attitudes

Much of the research done after these observations have some of the
same difficulties.

Using a population of college students and
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reporting no evaluation of experience with death still are weaknesses
found by this researcher.
Minton and Spilka (1976, p. 262) identify a problem which has
been discussed briefly earlier in this paper and which has severely
limited the findings of nearly all the studies. Until very recently,
none of the studies dealt with religion or death multidimensionally.
This is true in spite of the fact that internal

consistency

reliability coefficients would suggest that the variables being
studied were far more complex (Lester, 1967).
Most of the research in this area de a1s only with death fear
(unidimensional). The fact that there may be several levels or types
of fear, in addition to other kinds of perspectives, has been largely
overlooked.

Religious experience also has been handled in a very

simplistic manner.

As mentioned earlier, many studies used religious

affiliation or church attendance as the only indicator for a person's
religiosity. A few studies used some kind of simple orthodoxy scale.
Very few used the multidimensional scales discussed in the upcoming
section.

But Minton and Spilka (1976, p. 262) indicate strong

evidence for the multidimensionality of personal religion (Spilka et
al., 1968;

Dittes, 1969; Hunt

&

King, 1971).

Studies in the past five or six years have become more rigorous.
There has been greater use of statistical analysis, more sophisticated statistical tools, and better conceptualization and operationalization of variables.

The problem of using only college stu-

dents as subjects has persisted in some recent studies.
Despite the weaknesses evident in the studies that have been
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discussed, it must be kept in mind that nearly all of these studies
were exploratory in nature.

Their goals were to build conceptual

tools, test newly developed scales, explore unknown areas.

With

this· in mind each study makes a significant contribution to an
infant area of research.
Scales for Measuring Reiigious
and Death var1ables
.Since this study uses a religious orientation scale and a death
perspective scale, it is appropriate to review the scales designed to
measure these variables which are currently extant in the literature.
Religious Factor Scales
A review of the literature reveals more than 10 scales designed
to measure religious variables {Allport & Ross,

1967; Broen, 1957;

Brown & Lowe, 1951; Demerath, 1961; Fichter, 1954; Fukuyama, 196la;
Stark & Glock, 1969; Josey, 1950; King, 1967; Lenski, 1963; Martin &
Wrightsman, 1965; Spilka et al., 1977; Williams &Cole, 1968}.
All of these scales are multidimensional, measuring in various
ways and to a greater or lesser extent such factors as orthodoxy,
nature of belief, amount of participation in religious activities,
financial support to denomination, degree of social orientation,
religious knowledge, and other minor matters related to religious
life.

None of these scales has been tested using the clergy as a

criteria group for validity testing.
The scales, for the most part, focus on religious belief, external

behaviors,

and

cognitive awareness.

This

researcher
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interested in exp 1ori ng the nature of one •s re 1i gi ous experience,
including the meaning of religion to the person and the impact that
religion has on his/her total life.
extensively

is

the

four-factor

The only scale which does this
scale

developed

by

Spilka

and

associates (1977).
The Religious

Orientation Scale developed by Spilka et al.

(1977) is a combination of two scales developed earlier by other
researchers (see Appendix A).

The first scale is an Intrinsic-

Extrinsic Religious Orientation Scale developed by Allport and Ross
(1967) and is an outgrowth of ear1i er sea 1es deve 1oped by Wi 1son
(1960) and Feagin

(1964).

The second is a Committed-Consensual

Scale and was developed by Spilka et al., (1968).
items are identified as follows:

(In Appendix A the

Intrinsic = 1, Extrinsic = E,

Committed= Cm, Consensual = Cn.)
The terms Intrinsic and Extrinsic as developed and evaluated by
Allport and Ross (1967) focused on behavioral aspects of religious
experience.

Questions probing frequency of church attendance, time

spent reading religious material,

and type of church group the

respondent would like to join are examples of an effort to explore
the behavioral dimension of religious experience.
Committed
designed
ex amp 1e:

to
11

and

Consensual

illuminate the

(Spilka

et

al.,

1977)

are

terms

cognitive aspect of religion.

For

My ide as about re 1i gi on are one of the most important

parts of my philosophy of life ...

Or, .. Religion is a subject in which

I am not particularly interested .. (Spilka et al., 1977, p. 176).
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These statements are part of the scale designed to focus on the
individual's thinking about religion.
The Intrinsic-Extrinsic Religious Orientation Scale is a 20-item
scale with a Likert-type format. The terms Extrinsic Orientation and
Intrinsic Orientation are best defined by Allport and Ross (1967):
Extrinsic Orientation: Persons with this orientation are
disposed to use religion for their own ends. The term is
borrowed from axiology, to designate an interest that is
held because it serves other, more ultimate interests.
Extrinsic values are always instrumental and utilitarian.
Persons with this orientation may find religion useful in a
variety of ways--to provide security and solace, sociability, and distraction, status and self- justification.
The embraced creed is lightly held or else selectively
shaped to fit more primary needs. In theological terms the
extrinsic type turns to God, but without turning away from
self.
Intrinsic Orientation: Persons with this orientation find
their master motive in religion. Other needs~ strong as
they may be, are regarded as of less ultimate significance,
and they are, insofar as possible, brought into harmony
with the religious beliefs and perspectives.
Having
embraced a creed the individual endeavors to internalize it
and follow it fully. It is in this sense that he lives his
religion. (Allport &Ross, 1967, pp. 242-243)
The first studies using extrinsic-intrinsic were studies comparing religious orientations with racial prejudice (Allport and Ross,
1967; Feagin, 1964; Riulson, 1960).
Allport and Ross (1967) compare Extrinsic and Intrinsic to the
sociological conceptualizations of Fichter (1954) and Lensksi (1961).
Fichter classified four types of Catholic parishioners:

dormant,

marginal, model, and nuclear.

The nuclear would be close to the

concepti on of the Intrinsic.

Len ski referred to

associational.

11

Communal

11

and

The latter would be close to Intrinsic in meaning.
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These concepts (Extrinsic and Intrinsic) are not strictly psychological, but have a sociological dimension as well.
In the matter of prejudice Allport and Ross (1967) have a
theoretical
roots.

view which has sociological as well

as psychological

They suggest that the teachings of many religions hold up

equality, brotherhood, compassion, and acceptance.

They suggest that

the lower levels of prejudice among the Intrinsic is due to the
influence of the teachings of the church.

They also believe that

prejudice is a matter of stereotypical overgeneralization that may
become deeply imbedded in the personality structure.
that their theoretical
concept

of

dogmatism

They suggest

view is compatible with Rokeach •s (1960)
and

Schuman and Harding•s

(1964) work on

rational consistency and prejudice.
To measure prejudice, Allport and Ross (1967) constructed an
instrument which incorporated subtle measures of racial prejudice
from Schuman and Harding (1964), prejudice against mentally ill from
Gilbert and Levinson (1956), and a very small section to measure
generalized distrust and suspiciousness.

Findings of Allport and

Ross supported the hypotheses that Extrinsic religious orientation
would be negatively associated with prejudice.

More recent studies

used it in relationship with death perspectives (Spilka et al., 1968;
Hooper & Spilka, 1970; Magni, 1973; Shearer, 1972; Kahoe & Dunn,
1975; Minton

& Spilka, 1976; Spilka et al., 1977).

As mentioned earlier, the Religious Orientation Scale used in
this study (Spilka et al., 1977) combines the Intrinsic-Extrinsic
Scale with

a Committed-Consensual Scale. The Committed-Consensual
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Scale was developed by Spilka and his associates (Spilka, Pelligrini.

& Daily, 1968; Spilka &Mullins, 1974). It is a 41-item scale with a
Likert-type format.
The committed orientation refers to a person for whom religion
permeates his/her entire existence.

Religion is the most important

factor in life, determining one•s orientation toward everything
else.

11

Committed

11

refers to the individual•s cognitive orientation

and differs from Intrinsic, which is concerned with behavior.
Consensual refers to an orientation which uses religion to
reach goals or meet needs that arise from interests and concerns
that are secular rather than religious.
the

cognitive

dimensions

of this

It is a term that focuses on
orientation,

differing from

Extrinsic, which focuses on behavioral factors.
Studies by Spilka and Minton (1975) and Spilka and Mullin (1977)
suggest that these concepts of personal religion (Intrinsic-Extrinsic
and Committed-Consensua 1) represent different facets of the same
phenomenon--that it is legitimate to refer to Intrinsic-Committed and
Extri nsi c-Consensua 1 orientation.

As a consequence the re 1i gi ous

Orientation Scale used in this study (Spilka et al., 1977) is a
41-item scale combining the four factors.
This 41-item scale (see Appendix A) consists of 9 items on the
Intrinsic Scale and 12 on the Extrinsic Scale. There are 11 items on
the Committed Scale, and 13 items on the Consensual Scale.

Some

i terns are associ ated with more than one sea1e. There is an 8-i tern
overlap between Consensual and Extrinsic measures.
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Spilka's scale was selected for this study because it is multidimensional and measures both cognitive and behavioral components of
religious experience.
In summary, one can legitimately refer to an individual as having an Intrinsic-Committed or an Extrinsic-Consensual
orientation.

What is the meaning of these terms?

religious

Spilka (1977,

p.l70) suggests that intrinsic and committed faith represents an open
and flexible personal religious system that takes the establishment
of ultimate meaning as its goal.
represent

instrumental

and

Extrinsic-Consensual outlooks

utilitarian motivation;

success and

achievement are very important. The Extrinsic-Consensual orientation
is likely to be associated with interest in money, prestige, and
power (Spilka &Minton, 1975).
However, in analysis of data from this study, an attempt is made
to determine whether there are Intrinsic-Consensual and ExtrinsicCommitted orientations as well.
Death Factor Scales
These are 22 sea 1es and sets of questions in the 1i terature
which assess death attitudes (Boyer, 1964; Bromberg & Schilder, 1933;
Chandler, 1950; Christ, 1961; Collett & Lester, 1969; Dickstein,
1978; Feifer, 1955; Hardt, 1975; Jeffers, 1961; Livingston & Zimet,
1965; Nehrke, 1973; Nelson & Nelson, 1975; Pandey, 1974; Price, 1977;
Sarnoff & Corwin, 1959; Schilder, 1936; Scott, 1896; Spilka et al.,
1977; Templer, 1970; Thorson & Perkins, 1977; Tolar & Reznikoff,
1967; Williams &Cole, 1968).
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All but one (Spilka et al., 1977} of the scales would be considered unidimensional measures of death perspectives.

They are eval-

uated this way because they a11 focus on death anxiety and/ or death
fear.

None (except for Spilka} consider the other possible perspec-

tives that might exist toward death.

Because of the decision of

this researcher to break away from a unidimensional evaluation of
death attitudes, the unidimensional scales were not considered and
are not discussed.

The one remaining scale (Spil ka, et al., 1977}

meets the criteria and hence is the scale selected for this study.
Murphy (1959} suggested that death could be viewed in seven different ways.

Using this perspective Hooper

(1962},

Hooper and

Spilka (1970}, and finally Spilka and associates (Spilka et al.,
1977} developed scales to represent the numerous factors.

The first

attempt developed nine scales (Hooper, 1962} and later Hooper added a
tenth.

Spilka et al. (1977} through careful factor analytic evalua-

tion reduced the number to eight (Spilka et al., 1977}.

It is this

eight-factor scale that is used in this research.
The eight factors view death as

11

Natural End, Pain and Loneli-

ness, Unknown, Forsaking Dependents, Fai 1ure, Afterlife of Reward,
Courage, and Indifference .. (see Appendix B for the total of 43 items
related to the eight scales (Spilka et al., 1977, pp. 169-170}.

Six

statements represent each of the eight perspectives and the person
registers degree of agreement or disagreement on a six-point scale.
It is this writer•s position that Spilka•s work represents a positive
move forward in the measurement of death attitudes.

While it may

have weaknesses (particularly in making 1ittle distinction between
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death and dying), it is a valid and reliable instrument that has
already demonstrated its utility in research (Cerny, 1977; -Minton &
Spilka, 1976; Spilka et al., 1977).
demonstrated by Spilka et al. (1977).

The construct validity has been
Additional solid evidence for

the validity is _provided by Cerny•s (1977) study.

Spilka et al.

(1977) obtained reliability coefficients for the eight perspectives
that ranged from .71 to .92 (Marshall, 1982, p. 356).
Marshall

(1982, p. 356) suggests that construct validity is

supported by intercorrel at ions with measures of religiosity.

He

further indicates that Spilka•s Death Perspective Scale is one of the
most useful measures of death and dying perspectives available, and
that it would be valuable to test it on a population which differs
from the ones on which it already has been tested (Marshall, 1982, p.
356).
Summary
As one investigates the research done in the religion and death
area, it is interesting to note that certain patterns emerge.
example,

For

no studies after 1973 found that religion was positively

associated

with

death

fear.

No

study

after

1977

found

no

re 1ati onshi p between re 1i gi ous orientation and death perspectives.
The reasons for these shifts may well be a better conceptualization
of the variables, more valid and reliable scales, and better sampling
and analysis.

All studies since 1977 show a negative relationship

between religious orientation and death fear,

or negative death

percepti on.
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What

is clear from

the review of the literature is that

religious and death variables should be treated multidimensionally.
It is also relatively certain that some relationship exists between
religious factors and death attitudes.

What is uncertain is the

nature and direction of these relationships.

It is also uncertain

what association denominational affiliation has with death attitudes.
Finally~

virtually nothing is known about the clergy relative to

these issues.

This study is designed to explore these unknowns.

It a1so attempts to avoid the prob 1ems in methods that were
First~

characteristic of many of the unidimensional studies.
treats

both

variables

multidimensionally.

Second~

it

it

randomly

s amp 1es a popu 1ati on which is diverse in age and represents three
religious denominations.

Third~

it is using scales which have been

tested for reliability and validity.

Finally~

the significance of

associations are evaluated statistically.
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CHAPTER III
THEORETICAL CONSIDERATIONS
Since this study is exploratory in nature, there is no explicit
testing of hypotheses drawn from particular theories.
involved

are too

complex

The dynamics

and the state of existing theory is

insufficiently developed to allow hypothesis testing.

Yet it is

important that a theoretical framework or model which speaks to or
suggests

possible directions for

this

study

be discussed.

A

theoretical overview which is applicable to this study is presented
in this chapter.
There are three bodies of theory which are relevant to this
research.

The first is that small collection of explicitly death

related theories.

The second is theory dealing with institutional

relationships and functions.

Third is social-psychological theory

which speaks to the acquisition of values, beliefs, and attitudes.
All three bodies of literature are discussed and their relationship
to this research is explicated.
Death-Related Theories
Introduction
There is a paucity of theory specific to the genera 1 area of
death and dying.

If one wanted to apply the rigorous criteria of
63
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scientific theory to the existing paradigms they would not fare very
well.

The dominant form of theories in death and dying are stage

theories.
Stage theories have historical roots in developmental theory.
Nearly all of them are based on assumptions and conceptualizations
which were introduced by Freud (1917) in his psycho analytic view of
death and i ndi vi dua 1 reaction to death.

The Freudian assumpti ens

that behavior is largely biological in origin, that cultural factors
are largely irrelevant as determinants of behavior, that behavior is
universal in dimension are implicit to virtually every stage theory.
More specifically, Freud's (.1917) view was that when certain
situations occurred which forced the individual to deal with death
that certain patterns of behavior would emerge. The normal reaction
was "mourning"; the abnormal reaction was "melancholia." The assumption of the various stage theories also assume universalistic

reac-

tions to varied death-related situations, and hence are heuristically
tied to Freudian thought.

The Freudian perspective posits the psyche

as the primary locus of reality (as contrasted with social interaction in sociology). The stage theories also implicitly make the same
assumption.
In this section there is a discussion of three stage theories.
Two theories attempt to explain the stages of reaction to loss by
those who are bereaved (Bowlby, 1960, 1961, 1974; Hardt, 1978). One
theory posits stages of dying (Kubler-Ross, 1969) and focuses on the
reaction of the dying person to the dying process, although the
theorist states that

r~sponses

of the bereaved are similar to those
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of dying persons.

These three theories are representative of and

are similar in conceptualization and dynamics to other stage theories
which are extant in the literature.
decades

Bowlby's work spans several

and predates Kub ler-Ross • work.

Hardt •s work appears to

bui 1d on Bowl by •s work, as do other stage theorists (Parke, 1970;
Weisman, 1972; Herzog,

1968).

The three theories are discussed

separately and then critiqued and evaluated together.
Bowlby (1960, 1961, 1974) posits a loss theory which is implicitly connected to Freud's (1917) work and which is suggestive of
separation anxiety.

Bowlby's loss theory has three stages.

In the

first stage there is anger, and the mourner irrationally desires to
recover the lost person.

Stage two is characterized as a period of

apathy and disorganized behavior patterns.

In stage three the person

has adjusted to the loss and is again organized and finding meaning
and satisfaction in his/her existence.

Later work by Bowlby (1980)

suggests that the nature and intensity of the loss is determined by
"(a) the personality of the bereaved prior to his loss, (b) the pattern of relationship he had with the person lost, and (c) the many
variables that have been postulated by psychoanalytic theorists to
account for the development of different types of personality and
different patterns of relationships ..... (Bowlby, 1980, p. 76). He
is merely acknowledging that the loss experience is affected by many
relational and personality factors, so that the pattern for one person in response to loss may differ substantially from that of another
person.

From a sociological perspective this is a significant

addition to stage theory. While it is positing a complex set of
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interrelationships without explicating just what they might be and
how they might affect the loss process complicates the perspective,
it a 1so opens the door for theories which wi 11 begin to exp 1 i cate
what these factors are and how they might be related.

This recogni-

tion of broader bases for death-related behavior may allow for some
linkages with other theories in ways whiCh may be suggestive in
guiding future research.

Some possibilities in this direction are

discussed later in this chapter.
Hardt (1978) extends and expands on Bowlby's stages by suggesting five stages of loss.

He also attaches time periods to each

stage.

Stage one is a time of shock and deni a 1 1asti ng up to one

month.

Stage two is characterized by false acceptance and lasts

about a month.

Stage three is a time of pseudo-reorganization where

the mourner appears to have reorganized his or her 1 ife, but the
behavior is only temporary.

Stage three a 1so 1asts about a month.

Stage four is approximately a five-month long stage that is characterized by depression.

Outwardly the person may appear normal, but

he or she is grieving inwardly.
reorganization and acceptance.

Stage five is a stage of genuine
It starts some time after the eighth

month and continues.
Hardt

( 1978) deve 1oped his stages based on a study of 692

respondents aged 13 to 26 years who had experienced the 1oss of
someone close within the

year prior to the study.

Using a Thurston

Equal-Appearing Interval Attitude Scale which he had de vel oped, he
assessed the respondent's attitudes toward death.

He than p1otted

the scores by time on a grid which led him to the time frames for his
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stages.

One can immediately see that.because of all the personality,

situational, and relational variables, a longitudinal study following
the same group of mourners would have been more desirable.
Kubler-Ross {1969), writing for a broader and more popular
audience than Bowlby or Hardt, has probably done more than any other
single

person

to

bring

the

attention

of

society,

medical

professionals, and other helping practitioners to the issues of death
and dying.

Kubler-Ross•s theoretical formulation focuses on five

sequential psychological stages of dying. Her stages fit into a psychoanalytical model as defense mechanisms functioning to assist the
individual to cope with the reality of terminal illness. The stages
are denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and acceptance.

Each is

discussed briefly.
It might be well to note here that Kubler-Ross does not suggest
that each person goes through these stages in the same way, at the
same rate, or even necessarily in.the same order. There may be movement forward and then backward, some may be in the denial stage until
the very day of death, whi 1e others may have only a short period of
denial.

What appears to have occurred, however, is that in practice

medical professionals have a tendency to deify the stages and .may
evaluate people incorrectly as being in a particular stage or
suspect pathology if the symptoms of the stages are not seen.
The first stage is characterized by denial.
ply cannot believe that this is happening.

The individual simThis, along with the

reactions in the other stages, is seen as a normal reaction.

It may

express itself in many ways, but is seen by Kubler-Ross to be a
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virtually universal reaction in the early phases of a person•s
awareness of a terminal condition.

Anxiety is a contributing factor

to this denial, but eventually the person comes to the realization
that the disease is real and must be acknowledged.
The second stage is one in which anger replaces the shock and
denial of initial knowledge of a terminal condition. The resentment
may

take many forms and be ex pres sed in many ways.

It is a1so

possible that the anger may be directed at almost any person, object,
or situati.on.
The third stage, bargaining, is characterized as being shorter
than the other stages.

The individual endeavors to .. make a deal ..

with God to 1i ve 1onger in exchange for good behavior or monetary
offerings. The person may seek to live Until their first grandchild
11

is born .. or Until the first signs of spring ...
11

The bargaining stage in this paradigm is followed by the fourth
stage:

depression.

It may be triggered by a new symptom or some

medical treatment that makes the person aware that he/she is getting
worse, not better.

The person may feel that he/she is not worth any-

thing and may begin withdrawing from relationships with others.
If the person can work through the depths of depression, then
he/she should be able to reach the final stage of acceptance.

The

person is no 1anger angry or depressed but has adjusted to the 1ass
and can approach it with equanimity.
Kub 1er-Ross observes that hope seems to be present to some
extent through a1-1 five stages.

Generally the person 1eaves room for

a miracle or reversal in symptoms until the very last.
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Kubler-Ross admits that the stages may last for different
periods of time, may replace each other, come in a different order,
or even exist simultaneously. The theory is limited significantly·by
its ambiguity and by its assumption of universality of death-related
behavior.
As time has passed since the development of stage theories the
aura that seemed to surround them for some time has begun to
diminish.

The problems with them are several.

Perhaps the major

weakness of all stage theories is their inability to explain individual psychological, age, class, ethnic, regional, subcultural, and
cultural differences in ways that people die or experience loss. To
posit a theory which assumes that an upper middle-class professional
in Chicago will react to dying in the same way as an aged Navajo man
on a reservation in Arizona seems questionable.
There

is

little

significant

empirical

support for

these

theories and, in fact, the existence of stages has not been clearly
demonstrated.

Because of the fact that i ndi vi dua 1, demographic, and

cu ltura 1 differences are not accounted for, there is a tendency to
identify the person chiefly as a dying person or an individual
experiencing loss.· This is despite the fact that there may be major
role identifications for the individual which supercede the role of a
dying or grieving person.
Despite the weaknesses of existing stage theories they have
functioned to raise the level of consciousness to the problems
individuals have related to death.

It is evident that these theories

for the most part do not speak to the issues of this study in any
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direct manner.
this
the

s~udy

The only portion which relates to the concerns of

is Bowlby•s (1980} recognition that loss is affected by

individual•s personality, the relationships he/she has had with

others, and cultural factors.
position that death

This fits well with this study• s

perspectives are associated or mediated by

religious belief, among other things,
orientation

and that the indi vidual• s

toward religion may also affect death perspectives and,

ultimately, death-related behavior.
Specifically, religious attitudes could be seen as a background
or intervening variable in determining reaction to loss in Bowlby•s
As such, a link can be made between loss theory and

paradigm.

Fishbein•s (1967) attitude theory which is a significant paradigm for
this study and which is discussed in detai 1 1ater. In summary, the
death-related theories speak to issues not
concerns of this study; however Bowlby•s

directly related to the
paradigm is suggestive of

the need to explore the origins of death- related perspectives and
behavior.

His work is not sufficient to

have specific utility in

dealing with the complex set of concepts and interrelationships
involved in this research, but it does raise issues that, when linked
to attitude theory, provide suggested directions for research.
Institutional Theories
Introduction
In this study the position is taken that there is a relationship
between

the

religious

institution

and

the

institutionalized
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arrangements which are related to dying and death.

This perspective

rests on an underlying assumption that social institutions are
interrelated and that the arrangements in one institution are linked
with those in another.
This

axiomatic

position flows

from

a general

theoretical

perspective that has been dominant in sociology for a number of
years.

This perspective is known as functionalism, its roots in

sociology go back to the very beginnings of sociology. Auguste Comte.
(1789-1857), who is often ca 11 ed the 11 father of soci o1ogy,.. in his
discussion of 11 Statics 11 and .. dynamics, .. was suggesting laws of action
and reaction which applied to society.

Implicit in his work was a

concept of 11 balance 11 which further characterizes modern functionalism
(Comte, 1824).
rollowing Comte, Herbert Spencer and Vilfredo Pareto made additional contributions to the development of functionalism in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Emile Durkheim, a contem-

porary of the two aforementioned sociologists, is probably the most
important forerunner to modern functionalism.
Method,

Sociological
.

11

Durkheim (1895)

i ntegrati on, .. which is found

conceptual

term

closely

throughou~

related

to

In his Rules of

discusses

his concept of

his works.

Integration is a

the

modern

corcept

of

equilibrium, which was earlier discussed as a .. balance .. in the termino 1ogy of Comte.
~t

Weber

is The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism by Max
(1904),

another giant in the development of sociological

theory, which pro vi des a cogent frame of reference for function a1
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analyses in this study.

Weber is chosen because he was, as is this

researcher, interested in exp 1ori ng the re 1ati onshi p between the
religious institution and other portions of society.

A dominant

interest was the relationship between religion and the economic
institution. One minor weakness of his work is that he seemed to
separate the two--probably for analytic purposes--more than is
represented in reality. The interrelationship and overlapping of the
two institutions are no doubt much greater than he appeared to
recognize.

There is a reciprocal interaction between the two which

he seemed to recognize, yet did not fully develop.

Weber {trans.

1930, pp. 35-46) explores the effect that religion had on capitalism.
And while he recognized exceptions and acknowledged the complexity
of the matter, it was clear to him that capitalism flourished more in
Protestant settings. This was the case, not because the Protestant
had been freed from strictures and constraints of Catholicism, but
rather because a new belief system emerged which was highly consonant
with capitalism.

Weber saw the Protestant's everyday behavior being

even more controlled than the Catholics.

This is particularly

evident in Luther's concept of "calling" which Weber explores at some
length {Weber, trans. 1930, pp. 79-92) in this study.
Luther saw the clergy as "called" by God to their vocation, but
so were all

those as other vocations called to theirs.

The

street-cleaner, stable-hand, soldier, and hangman are all "called" by
God.

Every vocation was a calling of God and God worked through each

person in his VQcation. The beer vat is to the brewer as the Bible is
to the preacher: each remind him of God's word and work.
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This perspective brings about a 1eve1i ng between c1ergy and
laity, i.e., the lay person and the clergy are equally called to
their respective roles.

Each is expected to work .. as to God... That

is to say, in performing one's vocation he/she. is serving God,
therefore the performance of duty is serious business.
It is this researcher's perception that the Lutheran tradition
is significant for the three groups in this study.

While it has

relevance for the Christian groups, it is possible that functionally
th~

Jew may be even closer to this position because of the relevance

of God for all of life.
That religion, particularly for the clergy, can have significant
influences on death perspectives and even death-related behaviors is
consistent with the functional perspective in which Weber articulates
the impact of religion on various realms of social life.

It can

account for perhaps one of the factors influencing reaction to loss
suggested by Bowlby.

Socialization within and adherence to a

particular belief system that has emerged within institutionalized
religion may be a major factor in determining not only death perspectives but also death-related behavior.

The clergy may conceivably be

most affected because of the major significance of religion in their
lives.

At the same time they have a prominant role in the

development and maintenance of belief systems, orientations, and
behaviors of others as they function as ministers, teachers, and role
models for their congregations.
Weber stood as part of a long line of sociologists who contributed to the development of concepts and postulates which characterized
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functionalism.
figures:

Modern functionalism has been dominated by two

Talcott Parsons and Robert Merton.

Parsons was instrumen-

tal in introducing Weber's work to America by translating The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism (1930) into English from the
original German.

His contribution to functionalism are several per-

haps best known are his works in the area of prerequisites for social
equilibrium (Parsons 1951), an evolutionary model for social change
(Parsons 1966), and a structure for social action (1937).
Robert Merton, a student of Parsons, made many contributions to
functionalism.

Dominant are his illuminations of functional analyses

with such concepts as dysfunctions, manifest and latent functions and
functional alternatives (Merton, 1949), and his theory of deviance
which uses functional analyses to explain abberant behavior within a
system (Merton, 1949).
Both Parsons and Merton owe an intellectual debt to their forerunners, including Weber.

Both have helped to develop further a per-

spective of enormous significance to· the enterprise of sociology
throughout its history.
Summary
The Weberian model speaks to the underlying perspective of this
model by illuminating the interrelated nature of the social arrangements that constitute the various social institutions in society.
The Weberian model,

however,

does not explain the process of

transference of belief and orientation to the individual religious
adherent or the effects of belief on attitudes and behavior.

For
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this reason another body of theory must be introduced.

This is

social-psychological theory, a part of which deals specifically with
acquisition of attitudes and their functions.
Social Psychological Theories
Introduction
The nature of attitudes, the process of attitude formulation,
and the relationship between beliefs, values, and attitudes are
important backgrounds for this study. The concern in this section is
to look .briefly at the history of attitude theory and research, then
to select a theory which best fits
11

of this research.

11

with the dynamics and concepts

Finally, there is linkage made to other relevant

theories and concepts which underlie this study.
Historical Overview
. Attitude is a concept which has been in existence in the social
sciences for some time.

Kiesler, Collins, and Miller (1969}, in

their historical overview, trace the study of attitudes back to 1888
when Lange found that certain tasks could be performed better when
the individual was prepared in a particular way for the task.

He

referred to this phenomenon as the .. task-attitude ...
The major theme in the intellectual history of attitude is
.. individual difference...

What is it that makes one person behave

differently from another? What it is that makes 0ne person
consistently. in different situations?

b~have

The term .. attitude .. de vel oped
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to represent this concept.

The early sociologists Thomas and

Znaniecki (1918, 1927) expanded sociology into the area of social
psychology by suggesting that it was necessary to look at individual
differences to understand adequately social change. Since that time
the concept has been used extensively by sociologists, probably
reaching its peak in the late 1960s, although it is by no means
extinct today {Ajzen, 1981; Rokeach, 1980).
The history of attitude theory has not been orderly nor has it
been free from conflict.

One area of continuing debate has been the

conceptual distinction between beliefs, values, and attitudes.

One

of the best known scholars to deal with this issue is Rokeach (1968).
He attempts to resolve this conflict by giving more precise meanings
to each term.
Be 1i ef:

A be 1i ef system represents the tot a1 universe
of a person•s beliefs about the physical world,
the social world, and the self; . • • A belief
system can further be analyzed in terms of
subsystems of varying breadth· or narrowness.
(Rokeach, 1968, p. 123)

Attitude:

An attitude is one type of subsystem of
beliefs, organized around an object or situation which is, in turn, embedded within a larger subsystem, and so on. (Rokeach 1968, p.
123)

Value:

I consider a value to be a type of belief, centrally located within one•s total belief
system, about how one ought or ought not to
behave, or about some end-state of existence
worth, or not worth attaining. Values are
these abstract ideals, positive or negative,
not tied to any specific attitude object or
situation, representing a person•s beliefs
about ideal modes of conduct and ideal terminal
goals. (Rokeach, 1968, p. 124)

While Rokeach clarified these terms for himself, the debate
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regarding their respective definitions and how they should be operationalized in research continues. As recently as 1980 Rokeach admits
the continuing problem in an article entitled "Some Unresolved Issues
in Theories of Beliefs, Attitudes, and Values" (Rokeach, 1980}.
Another long-standing debate has occurred over the issue of the
relationship of attitude to behavior.

Early studies by La Piere

(1934} .and Kutner, et al. (1952} showed discrepancies between verbal

expressions of attitude and subsequent behavior.

Rokeach (1968

p. 126} suggests that one explanation for the apparent inconsistency
is

that ·the researcher

did

not gather sufficient attitudinal

information to make accurate predictions.

The subjects may have had

a matrix of attitudes relevant to the situation, and only one
attitude

was

measured.

Rokeach

suggests

a direction

toward

resolution of the problem by stating that "behavior is a function of
the interaction between two attitudes--attitude toward object and
attitude toward situation" (Rokeach, 1968, pp. 127-128}. While this
is not a final answer to the problem, 1t does help conceptualize the
complex nature of attitudes and their relation to behavior.
The strict behaviorist would not even recognize the legitimacy
of attitudes as a concept.

From the perspective of a behaviorist,

a11 that one can 1oak at is behavior, any effort to endeavor to
or "black box" is futile.
Social Psychological Framework for This Study
Introduction
In

this

section

there

is

a

brief

overview

of

some
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prominent theories which are extant in the literature and a discussion of why they were not selected as a framework for this study.
The theory which has been selected is then discussed along with a
rationale for its selection.
While there are several ways of categorizing attitude theories,
this researcher finds functional the categories suggested by Kiesler
et al. (1969).
social

He suggests four categories:

judgement theories,

theories.

functional

behavioristic theories,

theories,

and consistency

In this discussion a prominent theory from each category

is considered and its relevance for this study evaluated.
Behavioristic theories differ from the other theories in that
they tend to use Skinnerian behavioristic vocabulary, and they, for
the most part, focus on attitude changes only.
1967, 1970) is a good example of this.

He does not use the terms

.. attitude, .... self-awareness, .. or 11 insight ...
11

For Bern an attitude is a

Self-descriptive statement .. (1965, p. 707).

re su 1t

of

previous

self-descriptive

experience.

statements

His

(attitudes)

Bern (1965, 1966,

These are learned as a
basic

change

thesis
as

is

a result

that
of

external cues and one•s own overt behavior.
This theoretical formulation deals specifically with attitude
change and is not broad enough, nor conceptually compatible with, the
concepts in this study.

Therefore it, and related behavioristic

theories, have been rejected as being directly applicable to this
research.
The most prominent soci a1 judgement theory is that of Sherif
and Hovland (1961) with later refinements by Sherif and Sherif
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(1967) .

The major premise of this theory is that pri nci p1es of

judgement are of primary importance to an understanding of the
organization and changing of attitudes.

The process of attitude

change includes an evaluation (judgement) of the persuasive stimuli
(or attitude) compared with one's own pre-existing attitude. Attitude
change occurs after this judgement, and depends on the judged
discrepancy between the two positions. This theory focuses primarily
on attitude change and does not include in its conceptualization
various concepts (such as belief, behavioral and cognitive components
of attitude, etc.) that are important to the issues that are central
to this study.

This theory is therefore rejected as providing a

viable framework for this study.
Functional theories of attitude focus on the issue of the practical value or function of attitudes for the individual. The prominent perspectives of Katz (1960) is representative of function a1
theory.

According to Katz, attitudes are developed which serve the

utilitarian function of achieving positively valued goals or avoiding
undesired situations.

Positive attitudes are developed toward

objects which satisfy needs and negative attitudes are developed
toward objects which punish the individual (Katz, 1960, p. 171).

In

some ways the theory is similar to the behavioristic models, although
the terminology is different.
This rather simple, and direct theoretical formulation is probable more potentially useful to this study than the· previous two
c..heories because of its strong practical evaluative nature.

Its

relative simplicity, with limited, yet broadly defined concepts, has

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

80
led this researcher to reject it as a theoretical framework for this
study.
It is in the final theoretical category of consistency theory
that the framework for this study is found.
have several

The consistency theories

variations (Heider, 1958; Feather, 1964; Osgood and

Tannenbaum, 1955, and Fishbein, 1967).
It is the work of Fishbein (1967) which provides a framework for
this study because it is most compatible with the concepts and
assumptions of this research.

Its compatibility rests in the fact

that it deals specifically with the concept of

11

bel ief, .. which is a

significant concern of this study, and because it deals conceptually
with cognitive, behavioral, and affective components of attitude.
(The reader will recall from reading the material concerning scales
in Chapter 2 that the Spilka Religious Orientation Scale deals
explicitly with cognitive and behavioral factors.)
To begin the discussion of the theoretical framework from social
psychology that is used for this study, a definition of attitude
which is compatible with this theory is discussed.

Triandis (1971,

p. 2) gives a typical definition of attitude as an .. idea charged with
emotion which predisposes a class of actions to a particular class of
social situations."
components:
example

He further suggests that attitudes have three

cognitive, affective, and behavioral.

of ways

This is another

that attitudes are conceptualized

(see earlier

discussion of Rokeach and attitudes, value, and beliefs).

As this

discussion progresses it becomes evident that it is primarily the
affective component that is the concern of this research.

Further
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discussion makes this explicit.
While Fishbein (1967) feels that it is legitimate to use
attitudes in the way social scientists have commonly used the term,
he maintains that the concept, or hypothetical construct, would have
greater utility for scientific endeavor if it were given a more precise definition.

He suggests that in most attitude research what is

usually measured is the affective (or evaluative) component.

Since

this is the case he feels that a superior conceptual scheme is one
which defines only the affective component as attitude and the other
two components (cognitive and behavioral) as parts of a belief
system.
Fishbein (1967), building on the works of Osgood and associates
(1957), Smith (1949), Cartwright (1949), Rosenberg (1956, 1960),
Zajone (1954), and Peak (1955),

has developed an approach to

understanding the origins and development of attitudes that have
a1ready been i denti fi ed as having re 1evance for this study.

He

defines attitude as a mediating evaluative response, a learned
implicit

response that guides more overt responses.

For him,

attitude is a unidimensional concept referring only to the evaluation
of an object or concept.

A person may have a positive, negative, or

neutral attitude toward any object or concept.
Belief plays an important role in Fishbein's schema.
ingly,

11

Accord-

belief about an object can be defined i.n terms of •probabil-

ity• or 'improbability• that a particular relationship exists between
the object of belief (e.g., an attitude object) and any other object,
concept, value, or goal .. (Fishbein, 1967, pp. 389-390).

In an
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earlier paper (1963) he enumerates the different types of beliefs
that an individual may hold concerning any particular object:
1.

Beliefs about the component parts of an object.

2.

Beliefs about the characteristics,
attributes of the object.

3.

Beliefs about the object's relation with other objects
or concepts.

4.

Beliefs about what should be done with respect to the
object.

5.

Beliefs about whether the object wi11 lead or block
the attainment of various goals or 'valued states.'

6.

Beliefs about what the object should or should not, be
allowed to do.

qualities,

or

Fishbein's mode 1 of the re 1ati onshi p between be1i efs about an
object' and the attitude toward the object leads to the prediction
that an "individual's attitude toward any object is a function of (1)
the strength of his beliefs about the object and

(2)

what Fishbein

has called the evaluative aspect of those beliefs" (Fishbein, 1967,
p. 394).

From the perspective of this theory it is clear that the death
perspectives (or attitudes) measured by Spilka's (1977) scale could
be a function of the evaluative aspect of certain religious beliefs
(determined by denominational affiliation) as mediated by other
factors (such as religious orientation, age, education, marital status, etc.) which could influence the strength of belief and hence the
specific death perspective.
The instrument used for me as uri ng death perspectives in this
study determines the perspective by confronting the respondent with a
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series of conceptual statements with different evaluative possibilities.

The respondent must indicate his/her degree of agreement or

disagreement with the conceptual statement. The choice is an evaluation of the concept based on his/her belief system.

It must be poin-

ted out as well that this study is testing attitudes and makes no
claim of testing behaviors.
Summary
It is obvious that the theories presented in this section were
largely developed in the 1960s and early 1970s. While there has been
some progress and minor modifications to these theories (Fishbein
1980, 1981) and there has been continuing effort to test existing
theories, there have not been giant strides in developing new theory,
or even solving some of the conceptual problems that have existed for
some time (Rokeach, 1980).

Fishbein•s theory is still seen as a

viable theory which

is

still

being used in current research

(Fishbein, 1981).
Framework for This Study
Introduction
As discussed earlier in this paper, this study is exploratory in
nature.

However, there are basic assumptions that have emerged from

the review of existing research as well as from the theoretical discussion which provide a framework for this study, and specifically
for the research questions to be addressed. In this section these
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assumptions are presented and discussed.

Following this a section

defining the salient terms for the study is presented.

Finally the

research questions which emerge from the basic assumptions are
presented along with a rationale from each question.
Underlying Assumptions
There

are

five

interrelated

assumptions which

provide

a

framework for this study:
1. There is a relationship among social institutions.

Based on

the perspectives of functionalism and specifically on the Weberian
model, one would expect that there is significant interrelationship
between the religious institution and the social arrangements, norms,
values, etc., regarding death that are part of other social institutions

(e.g.,

institution

family,

economic

level).

That changes

in

one

affect another in an intimate, and reciprocal manner is

a salient part of this assumption.
2.

There is a relationship between institutions and individual

behavior.

Weber articulated his theoretical position that not only

did the religious institution affect other instituti anal arrangements,

but that

behavior.

these

arrangements

affected individual

social

Bowlby•s theory of loss allows for the arrangement of the

religious institution to act as oackground factors in determining the
nature of one•s reaction to loss, just as it could link with
Fishbein •s attitude theory and suggest that one• s attitudes, which
flow from the religious be 1i ef system, may act as background or
intervening variables in determining the type, intensity, and nature
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of reaction to loss that a person may experience.

Fishbein specifi-

cally would· suggest that different beliefs, emerging from different
institutional factors, would result in differential attitudes and
behavior.

The clergy as leaders in the religious institutions are,

therefore, an important group to study.

Their views are salient

measures of orthodoxy within a denominational group because of their
positions

as

teachers,

pastors,

and

role

models

to

the

lay

congregation.
3.

Death is fear producing and stress producing.

Bowlby's con-

cept of separation anxiety suggests that the stronger the attachment
of an individual to the person lost, the higher the level of separation anxiety.

A link can be made between Bowlby and Fishbein which

would allow for one's beliefs about the person to result in certain
attitudes which could be part of the attachment matrix.

Further,

Selye (1950) sees stress as a reaction pattern elicited by stimuli
which interfere with homeostasis.
closely linked conceptually with

Bowlby's separation anxiety can be
t~e

concept of stress.

In addition,

death-attitude research has shown a nearly universal fear of death.
4.

Religion is fear and stress reducing.

The best empirical

research in the area of religion and death attitudes support the
position that those for whom religion is most pervasive in its impact
on their lives are least fearful of dying.

Bowlby's model would

allow for the religious institution to function from a Weberian perspective as a stress reducer.

The arrangements of re 1i gi on act as

factors in determining the intensity of separation anxiety.

Those

who have integrated religion into their whole existence would be
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least fearful, and experience the least stress.

Religious belief

from Fishbein•s perspective would affect both attitude and behavior,
which

could

be

measured

by

Consensual-Extrinsic paradigm.

Spi lka •s

Committed-Intrinsic

and

Fishbein would also suggest that the

type of belief would determine the type of reaction; therefore Catholics, Jews, and Southern Baptists might have different reactions
because of different belief systems.
5.

Religious attitudes and death attitudes are multidimen-

sional.

Both general-attitude literature and religious and deat..

attitude studies give st:--ong support for the multidimensionality of
attitudes in general, and hence for religious and death attitudes
specifically.

The most significant research uses multidimensional

measures of both factors.
The assumptions are untestable and untested in this study.

They

underlie but do not provide the content for this study. From them a
theoretical statement can be drawn which provides the focus for this
research.
which

The theoretical statement

research

questions

are drawn.

provides the framework from
These are not testable

hypotheses, but rather questions designed to guide in this exploratory study.
General Theoretical Statement
This general theoretical statement is based on a simple model of
suggested relationships based on the assumption of the previous
section (see Figure 1 ).

It is designed to provide a conceptual
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framework for the genera 1 concerns of this research as we 11 as to
present a model from which the specific questions of this study can
be drawn.

(2)

~

Religious
Orientation

Denominational
Affi 1iati on
of Clergy~
(2)

~
:::>

Death
Perspectives

~

Demographic~
Factors

Figure 1. Model of Denominational Affiliation and Death Perspectives
The model posits a relationship between denominational affiliation

and

death

relationships.

perspectives

and

shows two possible kinds of

The first relationship is immediate and direct.

The

second posits that religious orientation and/or demographic factors
may be intervening variables which influence the relationship between
denominational affiliation and death perspectives.

Three possible

influences on death perspectives are suggested:

denominational

affiliation, religious orientation, and demographic variables. The
dynamics and salience of each are now discussed.
Influence of Denominational
Aff1 11 at1on
Denominational

doctrine

includes

meaning, and significance of death.
the clergy.

positions

on

the nature,

These should affect the views of

Based on different doctrines, there is some variability

of belief regarding death within the religious institution, and the
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variability. between religious denomination is greater than the
variability within denominations.

It is expected that there are

differences in death perspectives or attitudes based on differences
in belief.

These differences of death perspectives are expected to

be greater between than within religious denominations.
The clergy should well represent the belief patterns of each
denomination since they are the models of orthodoxy, the gatekeepers
of doctrine for the laity.

The precise nature of the influence of

the clergy on the congregation is probably significant, but it is
beyond the scope of this research.
Influence of Religious Orientation
Because of differences in socialization, 1ife experience, and
personality, there are different orientations toward religion among
the clergy of the different denominations.

Religion has different

meaning and significance to different people and impacts differently
on their lives.

It is expected that these varying religious

orientations wi 11 be associated with death perspectives, that those
who

have

one orientation

(Intrinsic-Committed)

will

have more

positive death perspectives than those who possess another orientation ( Extri nsi c-Consensua 1).

It is expected that the nature of

religious orientation will cut across

denominational lines, with

each type found in each group. The model presented in Table 2 shows
the type of relationship suggested in the discussion above.
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Table 2

Denomination

Committed

Consensual

Intrinsic

Conservative
Jewish

+

+

Roman
Catholic

+

+

::,outhern
Baptist

+

+

Extrinsic

= more positive attitude toward death
- = more negative attitudes toward death

+

Influence of Demographic Factors
Various factors may interplay to cause demographic factors to be
significant intervening variables between denominational affiliation
and death perspectives.

Those factors which may be important are:

age, education, marital status, and length of time in the clergy.
The effects of age on death attitudes of the clergy are unknown.
It may be, however, that exposure to more death-related situations
in older clergy could be a significant factor in effecting death
attitudes.

Education may also be a factor, perhaps influencing

religious belief and, hence, death attitudes.
marital status is also unknown.
be a factor.

The influence of

The length of time in the clergy may

It may be associ ated with the nature of re 1i gi ous

belief.
To this point an endeavor has been made to develop a theoretical
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framework suggesting a complex set of interrelationships among
institutions, belief patterns extant in those institutions, and the
effects of these on individual evaluation and ultimately on behavior.
This model is a possible explanatory framework and provides a basis
for the research questions which follow.
From this theoretical statement flow the specific questions
which provide focus for dealing specifically with the concerns of
this study.
The terms used in these questions are defined as follows:
Denominational Affiliation:

for purposes of this study these

are Jewish, Roman Catholic, or Southern Baptist.
Death Perspectives:

these are the death attitudes measured by

the Spilka Death Perspective Scale.

The dimensionality of the scale

is to be determined by factor analyses.

The negative and positive

dimensions are set according to the findings of the factor analyses.
Religious Orientation:

this is the meaning and significance of

religion to the individual and will be measured in this study by the
Spilka Religious Orientation Scale.

The exact dimensions of the

scale are determined by factor analyses.
Research Questions
Presented here are the questions which this research plans to
answer.
fic

They are not hypotheses to be tested, but are rather speci-

questions

designed

to

provide

focus for this exploratory

research.
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1.

Is denominational affiliation be associated with death

perspectives?
Both assumptions 2 (relationships among institutions) and 4
(religion fear reducing) would suggest that ·differing belief systems
would result in differing death perspectives. Further, the model and
the accompanying discussion of the influence of denominational affiliation expects variability of death perspectives because of differences in belief. Question 1 underlies questions 2 and 3.
2.

Is religious orientation an intervening variable between

denominational affiliation and death perspectives?
Assumption 2 (relationships among institutions) and particularly
assumption 4 (religion fear reducing) would suggest that intensity of
belief may act as a mediating factor in relation to death attitudes.
The model presented in the previous section suggests a religious
orientation as a significant factor.

In subsequent discussion of the

general theoretical statement the position is taken that because o.
differences in life experiences of individuals, religion has a
different meaning and significance to each person, and these differences may be associated with varying death perspectives.
a.

Is committed-intrinsic religious orientation correlated

positively with positive death perspectives and negatively with negative death perspectives?
Assumptions 3 (death fear producing) and 4 (religion fear reducing) would suggest that those for whom religion is pervasive into
their entire existence (committed-intrinsic) would have the most
positive death perspectives (death as courage, or afterlife of
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reward, in Spilka's view).
that

suggests

this

is

Further discussion of the general theory
likely to

be the

case regardless

of

denominational affiliation.
b.

Is consensual-extrinsic religious orientation tote nega-

tiveiy associated with positive death perspectives and positively
associated with negative death perspectives?
Assumptions 3 (death fear producing) and 4 (religion fear reducing) would suggest the inverse of question 3 (consensual-extrinsic)
which would see death most negatively.

Further discussion posits

that this would be true across denominational lines.
3.

Within the clergy is age, education, marital status, and

period of time in the clergy associated with any of the other factors
in the study?
Existing research supports the view that certain demographic
factors are associated with death attitudes. The model posits these
factors as salient in relationship to death perspectives and does not
rule out association with other factors as well.
follows,

discusses

the methods

used

Chapter 4, which

to evaluate the research

questions.
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CHAPTER IV
METHOD
Introduction
In this chapter the details of the methods selected to evaluate
the research questions presented at the end of Chapter 3 are discussed.

.Since this is an exploratory study, there is no hypotheses

testing.

Rather there is an effort to find answers to the questions

posed which may provide the basis for.further research.
First there is a discussion of the scales which are utilized for
this study, fo 11 owed by a presentation of the detai 1s of a pi 1ot
study. The process of selecting the subjects and collecting the data
is then discussed.

Data collection procedures and data handling

methods are introduced.

Finally a detailed discussion of the data

analyses, which includes an evaluation of each of the five research
questions, is presented.
Death Perspective Scale
The Spilka et al. (1977) Death Perspective Scale (see Appendix
B) is selected for this study because it is the only genuinely
multidimensional death perspective scale available.

This scale has

its roots in a cumbersome but promising measure of death perspectives
which was developed and refined by Hooper (1962);

Spilka and

93
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Pelligrini (1967); Spilka, Pelligrini, and Daily (1968); Hooper and
Spilka (1970}; and Minton and Spilka (1976).
and

development,

the

scale

had

hypothesized death perspectives:
Unknown,

Punishment,

180

Before final revisions

item

statements

with

10

Natural End, Pain, Loneliness,

Forsaking Dependents, Failure,

Reward, Courage, and Indifference.

Afterlife-of-

The 10 perspectives build on the

work of Murphy (1959) who suggested seven perspectives. Spilka then
created the 180 items by endeavoring to think of cogent statements
which would be conceptually related to the perspectives.
As
analyzed,

this
it

180-item,

10-subscale

instrument

was

that

of

found

many

the

was

items

tested
were

and

highly

interrelated. This overlapping of conceptualization in the items made
the instrument cumbersome and imprecise.

After testing the scale and

subjecting it to factor analyses, the 180 items were reduced to 60
items which much more accurately and clearly represented the 10
perspectives.

There were 6 i terns for each of the separate death

perspectives.

This 60-item scale was administered along with the

Spilka Religious Orientation Scale to 328 persons aged 17-83 (Spilka
et al., 1977).

A six-point Likert format was used so that the

respondent could register the degree of agreement or disagreement.
with the item.
The 60 items were then subjected to factor analysis.
were considered if they 1 oaded .30 or above.
emerged as significant and useful measures.

Factors

A total of 8 factors

Seven of these matched 7

of the 10 original theoretical scales (Natural End, Unknown, Courage,
Forsaking Dependents, Failure, Indifference).

One other showed a
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pattern which had elements from two of the original scales (Pain and
Loneliness).

Spilka et al. (1977) chose to examine the relationship

between the subscales by looking at the intercorrelations among them •
. When we examined more closely the pattern of scale intercarrel ations, the impression was gained that the measures
tended to divide themselves into scales that have a
positive orientation toward death and those with a negative
outlook. The former deal with death in terms of an after1 ife of Reward or Courage; the remaining scales fall into
the latter category.
(Spilka, et al., 1977, p. 174)
11

It is clear that to evaluate the subscales as
11

positive 11 and

negati ve 11 reflects a va 1ue- judgement on the part of the deve 1opers.

However, no direct empirical evidence yet supports these designations.
After final
instrument

with

refinements Spilka et al. (1977) has a 43-item
8

subscales

(2

11

positive 11

and

6

11

negative 11 ) .

Construct validity, which is concerned with whether the scale is
measuring certain qualities, is supported by the positive correlation
between

11

negative 11 perspectives and Consensual and Extrinsic

gious orientation, and the positive correlation between

11

reli-

positi ve 11

perspectives and Committed and Intrinsic religious orientation in
several studies (Cerny, 1977; Clark, 1979; Patrick, 1979; Spilka et
al., 1977).

The death subscales appear to be validly measuring

certain dimensions of death perspectives.
Reliability is supported by the use of the final

scale in

several studies (Cerny, 1977; Clark, 1979; Patrick, 1979; Spilka et
al.,

1977)

which yielded

similar findings.

The

eight

scales

developed from factor analyses have reliability coefficients (KR20)
between .71 and .92 (Spilka et al., 1977, p. 173).

Marshall (1982,
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p. 356) suggests that Spilka's Death Perspective Scale is a very useful measure of death attitudes and is one of the most promising for
future research in this area.
The six-point Likert scale requires the respondent to make a
decision to agree or disagree, to a greater or lesser extent--no
"undecided" category exists.

All of the items are scored in the same

direction (1 point for strongly disagree and 6 points for strongly
agree) •. The scales have been constructed in such a way that they are
additive (Marshall, 1982; Spilka, 1980).
The Death Perspective Scale item ordering and format used in
this study is essentially identified as identical to that used by
Spilka et al. (1977), except that instead of using Spilka's phrase of
introduction;

"Death for oneself seen as;" the phrase was modified

to say, "Death for me is:" This same phrase was used by Cerny ( 1977)
who conferred with Spilka before making the change.
the first usage was awkward and forma 1.

Both agreed that

One fi na 1 difference was

that Spilka had the respondent write his/her numerical choice in a
space

to

the

left

of

each

item.

Following

Cerny's

(1977)

modification to allow for easier, faster response the respondent
could circle a numerical choice to the right of the item.
To further explore the attitudes toward death at the end of the
Personal Data portion of the questionnaire, an open-ended question
was asked in order to give the respondent an opportunity to express
any other feelings he/she may have about death.

The question is,

"Finally, we would like to give you the opportunity to respond more
personally by writing briefly in the space below an answer to the
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question: What does death mean to you, and does your view differ
•
from 7, your perception . of the dominant view in your re 1i gi ous
denomination? ..
il)f~r;mation

This question is a way of gathering any further

which might add further illumination to the relationship

be:t;ween religious orientation and death among the clergy.
. '- 7

desi~ned

It was

to assess whether the clergy is in step with or ahead or

behind the dominant view of their denomination. It is also hoped that
this information might be valuable for future research.
Religious Orientation Scale
The Religious Orientation Scale developed by Spilka et al.
(1977) is a combination of two scales which emerged from earlier
works (see Appendix A).

The first scale is an Intrinsic-Extrinsic

Religious Orientation §cale, produced by Allport and Ross (1967)
building on the earlier work of Wilson (1960) and Feagin (1964).
second is a

Committed-~?nsensual

The

Scale which was developed by Spilka

and his associates (Spilka et al., 1968; Spilka & Mullins, 1974).
These two scales are presented separately, followed by a discussion
of the combined scales.
The Intrinsic-Extrinsic Religious Orientation Scale is a 20-item
scale developed by Allport and Ross (1967).

There are two subscales:

one is an 11-item Extrinsic measure, the other a 9-item Intrinsic
Measure.

Both subscales are weighted in such a way that scores of 4

or 5 indicate an Extrinsic orientation and scores of 1 or 2 an
Intrinsic orientation.
Reliability for this

scale is supported by item analyses.
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Allport and Ross (1967) found individuals with an Extrinsic orientation to be more racially prejudiced than those with an Intrinsic
orientation.
the

scale

Further support for reliability is provided by use of
in

death

research which has consistently shown that

Intrinsic orientation is positively carrel a ted with

11

-

positi ve .. death

orientation (Cerny, 1977; Clark, 1979; Minton & Spilka, 1975; Spilka
et al., 1977).
Construct Validity, which is concerned with whether the instrument is measuring

~ertain

qualities, is supported by the fact that in

the A11 port and Ross study, as we 11 as the death-re 1a ted research,
there are consistent differences found between the two groups (those
Intrinsically oriented and those Extrinsically oriented).
The

Committed-C~nsensual

Scale is a 26-item scale de vel oped by

Spilka and his associates (Spilka et al., 1968; Spilka & Mullins,
1974; Spilka et al., 1977).

The scale was derived from a factor

analysis of 38 ·religiosity scales.

Because it is based on items

drawn from numerous well-established scales, the reliability of the
scale is enhanced.

Validity is supported by the relationship that

has been found in several studies between Committed religious orientation and

11

positive 11 death perspectives (Cerny, 1977; Clark 1979;

Minton & Spilka, 1976; Spilka & Mullin, 1974; Spilka et al., 1977).
Another

support ·for

validity

is

the

correlation

of

Committed

religious orientation with Intrinsic religious orientation (.64), and
between Consensual and Extrinsic orientation (.45).
The Committed and Consensual subscales correlated .31.

One

would expect that these might be negatively correlated, but it must
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be remembered that these are both measures of religiosity and tha_
though they each represent divergent

11

ideal types, .. in reality the

religious person is likely to manifest some elements of each type.
More c 1ose ly representing what wou 1d be expected is the corre 1ati on
between Intrinsic and Extrinsic, which is -.16.

This reflects the

divergent orientations that are being measured by these subscales.
Spilka et al. (1977) have combined the two scales into a 41-item
scale with a 6-point Likert format.

The Intrinsic-Extrinsic portion

was modified to make the Likert variable range match the 6-point
format of the Committed-Consensual scale.

·Also, the scoring of each

subscale was changed to be positive.

There is overlap between

Intrinsic and Committed on six items

and between Extrinsic and

Consensual on one item.

The only changes made in the scale from the

Spilka et al. (1977) study is the addition of one question (Religion
helps to keep my life balanced . • • ) which was added by Spilka to
his latest refinement of the scale (Spilka, 1980), and a change in
wording

of

.. religious

10

items

which

used

the word

11

Church. 11

The term

organization .. was substituted to make the items more

acceptable to the Jewish respondents.
The scales have been designed in such a way that they are additive (Spilka, 1980).

The last four items are multiple choice rather

than Likert in format and hence are scored differently.
These four items are an integral part of the scales.
on reading literature (item 38) is scored:

The first

a=4, b=3, c=2, d=l.

The

second (item 39) which shows preference for group joining is scored
the same way as is the third (item 40) which shows frequency of
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attendance at religious services.

The final multiple-choice items

probe the amount of time spent reading religious literature and is
scored a=3, b=2, c=l.
To produce a score for each of the four dimensions (Intrinsic,
Extrinsic, Committed, Consensual) for each individual the total
scores are added.

All the scores are positive for each item except

item 15 on the scale (Religion is a subject in which I am not
particularly interested), which is negative. 1
Summary
The final

instrument (see Appendix C) used in this study

consists of the Death Perspective Scale following the same order as
Spilka used in his 1977 study (Spilka et al., 1977).
combined

Instrinsic-Extrinsic,

Committed-Consensual

Next is the
scale,

also

ordered the same as in the 1977 study·, except for two items (29 and
30) being reversed because of typographical error, and the addition
of the one item discussed earlier.
These sea1es are fo 11 owed by persona1-data i terns to gather
information on age, sex, religious affiliation, marital status,
educational level, major at various levels of education, and name of
institution for various levels of education.

Finally, the age at

ordination and total time in the clergy is requested.

At the bottom

1For some reason this item was written in such a way that it had
to b.e scored negatively in the 1977 study (Spilka et al., 1977).
Subsequently, Spilka has changed the wording of the item (Spilka,
1980), however, the 1977 form was used for this study.
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of the questionnaire page is the open-ended question that was
discussed earlier.
Pilot Study
The questionnaire used in this study is simiiar to that of
Spilka et al. (1977}.

To be sure that none of the changes and

additions would be problematic a pilot study was conducted.
was

concern that the directions

understandab 1e.
The

There

and wording were clear

and

This was the primary purpose of the pi 1ot study.

preliminary

questionaire was administered to a group of 86

Master of Divinity students in a Homeletics class at the Seventh-day
Adventist

Theological

Springs, Michigan.
clergy.

Seminary

of

Andrews

University,

Berrien

The respondents were all either clergy or future

All were male, ranging in age from 21-47, with a mean age of

25.

The pilot study indicated no problems with the questionnaire.
Virtually no items were left blank, and there was no pattern to the
few which were left blank on a few questionnaires. The personal data
section in the preliminary questionnaire had a different format.

It

was changed slightly for the final questionnaire to make it

to

tabulate the data.

e~sier

No changes were made in the scale items.
Selection of Subjects

The subjects in this study consist of 50 clergy from 3 religious
groups (Conservative Jewish, Roman Catholic, and Southern Baptist}.
The state of Michigan was chosen as the geographic region for the
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study.

The reason for the choice was to enable the researcher to

avoid the influences of regional and ethnic factors which could
greatly influence the belief systems within the religious tradition
involved. For example, there may be a significant difference between
traditional

Spanish-speaking

Catholics

and

Eastern

European

Catholic·s. To include New York and Chicago Catholics in the same
study could complicate the data.

It is believed that each of the

three groups within the state of Michigan are relatively homogeneous.
In addition, since Michigan is the researcher's place of residence,
and should follow-up research ever be done, with personal interviews
as a part of the format, close proximity would be advantageous.
The Roman Catholic sample is drawn from a list of all the Roman
Catholic priests in the state of Michigan {Catholic Yearbook, 1980).
The Southern Baptist sample is drawn in the same manner from a list
of all Southern Baptist ministers in the state of Michigan {Baptist
State Convention of Michigan, 1980).
A mimeographed list of Conservative Jewish rabbis in the midwest
was obtained from Rabbi Wolcoff of the Temple B'nai Shalom in Benton
Harbor, Michigan.

It was immediately apparent that there were not

enough rabbis in Michigan to make up a sample of 50.

Instead the

Conservative Jewish list is compiled of all the rabbis in Illinois,
Indiana, Michigan, and Wisconsin {71 total).

It is felt that there

is sufficient homogeneity of rabbis within the Great Lakes region to
avoid the problem of ethnic differences discussed earlier.

Each

respondent was given a number and, using a table of random numbers,
the names of 50 were selected for this study. There were 32 from
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Iilinois, 3 from Indiana, 12 from Michigan, and 3 from Wisconsin.
It is the belief of this researcher that the Conservative Jewish
congregations in the states represented are homogeneous enough to
provide a sample that is adequate for this study.

If there had been

a need to expand to include New York congregations, for example, the
problems that would have arisen would have.been more monumental.
Summary
Two groups (Roman Catholic and Southern Baptist) in the sample
were from. Michigan, the third group (Conservative Jewish) was from
four states surrounding Lake Michigan.

It is thought that the

geographical or regional factors were not problematic for the purpose
of this research.
Data Collection Procedures
In this section there is a detailed discussion of the procedures
for collecting data.

This is followed by an explanation of the

handling of the responses.
The questionnaire was mailed using a model developed by Robin
{1965) which involves a five-stage procedure (Letters in Appendix D).
An initial letter is sent to the respondent announcing that in a few
days. he/she will receive a questionnaire.

A second letter giving

more detail is sent with the questionnaire and an addressed, stamped
envelope (using a stamp, not a meter). A third letter reminding the
subject of the questionnaire is then sent at the appropriate interval.

A fourth

letter, with another questionnaire and stamped
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envelope enclosed, is sent to those who have not yet responded.
Finally, a fifth letter is sent to those who have not yet returned
the

questionnaire.

Robin ( 1965) demonstrates that a seven-day

interval brings the highest levels of response.
For this study the initial contact letter was mailed May 20,
1981 .

The fo 11 ow-up 1etters were sent at the prescribed seven-day

intervals.

Each letter was more

stressed that that

urg~nt

in tone and progressively

person•s response was

needed to

adequately

complete the study.
To monitor the sending of letters and questionnaires each questionnaire was coded with a number from 1-150 in the right lower corner of the first page.

As questionnaires were returned, the number

was matched to the appropriate name, and the name was deleted from
the master list so that no additional contacts were made with that
respondent.
Responses
Of the 150 questionnaires sent, 24 were returned unde 1i vered.
The breakdown of those returned is as follows:

Conservative Jewish,

7; Roman Catholic, 12; Southern Baptist, 5.

Of those delivered,

exactly 100 were returned:
delivered); Roman Catholic,

Conservative Jewish, 35 (81.4% of those
31

(81.57% of those delivered); and

Southern Baptist, 34 (75.6% of those delivered).

All the question-

naires were substantially completed except for one returned by a
Jewish rabbi with the cryptic note written across the front,

11

my

This is.

time and energy thinking about iife, not death ...

! spend
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interesting

giv~n

the earlier discussion of Jewish focus on life.

There were 99 usable questionnaires returned.

This is 78.6% of those

delivered.
Data Handling
The questionnaire is coded using a Fortran Coding Form.

The

data from the questionnaire were entered into the computer and
checked and rechecked for accuracy.

The open-ended data are not

coded but were kept for individual analyses at a later date.
Data Ana lyses
In this section the analytic procedures that were used in this
research are outlined.

These are followed by an exposition of the

research questions and their analyses.
First, the personal data are tabulated by religious group, and
correlational analysis is done to see if any significant trends
emerge. For example, Will Catholic clergy ordained before Vatican II
have different religious or death attitudes?
Second, an item analysis is done to determine whether each item
discriminates in the same way that the test is intended to discriminate.

For example, Will respondents who score high on the Intrinsic

portion of the Extrinsic-Intrinsic Scale score high on all the items
that measure the intrinsic variable? This analysis helps to establish the reliability and validity of the scales.
Third, the items on the two scales are subjected to factor
analyses to determine if the groupings which emerge are similar to
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those of previous research with di"fferent populations. Specifically,
there are five concerns of this study which relate to the scales used
in this research.

These concerns are:

(a) whether the factors in

the Religious Orientation Scale are similar to the factors established by Spilka et al. (1977) in earlier resear.ch; (b) whether the
factors in tne Death Perspective Scale are the same as those estab1i shed i ri ear1i er research (Spi 1ka, et a1. , 1977); (c) whether the
same "positive" and "negative" patterns emerge that Spilka found; (d)
whether there are high levels of correlation between Intrinsic and
Committed and between Extrinsic and Consensual in the Religious
Orientation Scale; and finally,

(e) whether the clergy exhibits

Intrinsic-Committed or Extrinsic-Consensual patterns as established
in the past, or whether there are some who exhibit IntrinsicConsensual or Extrinsic-Consensual patterns.
The first concern is to be determined by an orthogonal and
oblique factor analyses to see if four factors (Intrinsic, Extrinsic,
Committed,
research.

Consensual)

emerge that are similar to the earlier

The second concern with death factors uses the same analy-

tical techniques to see if eight similar factors emerge, or whether a
different pattern develops.

The factor 1oading should be .3 or

greater to be significant.
The third concern is addressed by using the Pearson productmoment correlation and by

ex~ining

the patterns of correlation

between the factors as well as subjecting the factors to additional
factor analyses (Factor the factors). ·The fourth concern is analyzed
by

using the Pearson Product-Moment Carre1ati on to determine the
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strength of relationship.

The fifth and final concern is analyzed

by comparing scores of all the respondents on the four religious factors to see if there are any instances of patterns which are counter
to patterns seen in earlier research.
The following subsection focuses

on

the analysis of the model

presented in Chapter 3 as it is formulated in the research questions
presented at the end of Chapter 3.

In this section levels of

significance are suggested as criteria for determining whether the
· fi ndi ngs of the research can be taken seriously, not to estab 1ish
support or non-support for hypothetical statements.
hypothesis testing in this study.

There is no

The analytic statistics being used

are only used to look at strength of relationship.
Question 1
Is denominational

affiliation associated with death

per~pec

tives?
There are two levels of data represented here.

Denominational

affiliation is nominal and death perspectives as tested by Spilka's
Death Perspective Scale is iriterval data (score of 1 to 6).

Accord-

ing to Blalock (1972) the appropriate statistical tool for this combination of data is one-way analysis of variance.

This allows a

determination of whether scores which may occur among the different
denominations are due to actua 1 differences in means or due to
sampling error.

The level of significance used is .OS.
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Question 2
Is

religious

orientation

an

intervening

variable

between

denominational affiliation and death perspective?
This question is analyzed through the use of multiple-regression
ana lyses with du11111y vari ab 1es.

Once the number and content of the

factors for religious orientation and death perspectives have been
determined, the analyses can evaluate the nature of relationships
between the salient variables.
Question 2a
Is

committed- intrinsic

positively with

11

religious

orientation

correlated

positive•• death perspectives and negatively with

.. negative .. death perspectives?
To measure the strength of relationship between religious orientation and death perspectives the Pearson Product-Moment Corre 1aton
1S

used.

This is the most stable correlational technique (Isaac &

Michael, 1971, p. 126).

The

11

r 11 value can range from -1.0 to 1.0

depending on whether the relationship is negative or positive.

The

Religious Orientation scores on the Committed-Intrinsic scale are
correlated with the death perspective scores.
regression

analysis

of the

death factors

Next a step-wise

is computed with the

religious factors as independent variables.
Question 2b
Is

consensual-extrinsic

religious

orientation

negatively

associated with positive death pers ectives and positively associated
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with negative death perspectives?
This question is identical in form to Question 2a, only the content is different.
techniques are used.

The same correlational and step-wise regression
Consensua 1-extri nsi c scores on the Re 1i gi ous

Orientation Scale are correlated with the Death Perspective Scores.
Question 3
Within the clergy is age,

education, marital status, and period

of time in the clergy associated with any other factors in the study?
Because of a mix of nominal and interval data, one-way analysis
of variance is utilized to evaluate differentiation of the various
factors in the study as a function of age, education, marital status,
and period of time in the clergy. The level of significance is .05.
Summary
This chapter has given a discussion of the scales used in this
research and the development and ordering of the questionnaire. The
pilot study, sample selection, data collection, and handling had been
elucidated.

Finally, the analysis of the data has been discussed,

including an overview of procedures and the evaluation of the
research questions.

All of this leads to Chapter 5, which presents

the findings of this study.·
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CHAPTER V
FINDINGS
Introduction
The presentation of the findings of this study commences with a
description of the sample.

This is followed by an evaluation of the

Religious-Orientation and Death-Perspective Scales.

The discussion

of the scales includes a summary of the data collected, the final
form adopted for this study (factor content), and the use of the
scales in
analyzed

subsequent analyses.
and

answered.

The research questions are then

Finally

a summary of the findings

is

presented.
Description of Sample
The original sample consists of lSO clergy:

SO Conservative

Jewish, SO Roman Catholic, and 50 Southern Baptists.

All were from

the state of Michigan except a portion of the Conservative Jewish
s amp 1e from surrounding states as noted .ear 1i er.

Demographic data

were co 11 ected from a11 respondents and are discussed for the tot a1
group of respondents and each denomination in this section.

Two

respondents (one Catholic, one Southern Baptist) did not complete the
demographic section, thus only 97 rather than 99 are presented in the
tollowing tables.
. 110
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The Southern Baptist sample is the youngest, with a median age
eight years younger than the other two groups (see Table 3).

The

Conservative Jewish and Roman Catholic samples have identical median
ages.

The Southern Baptists also have the greatest range of ages,

largely because one respondent was 85.

The second oldest in the

group was 68.
Table 3
Age and Highest Educational Level of the Clergy
Conservative
. Jewish
N=34

Roman
Catholic
N=30

Southern
Baptist
N=33

Total
N=97

30-75
51
52.1

33-70
51
51.3

31-85
43
46.3

30-85
49
49.9

Age
Range
Median
Mean
Highest Educational Level
No Response
1 year
2 years
3 years
4 years
Masters
Doctors

1
19
14

Total

34

0
6

3
4
3
2
9

3
4
3
2
16

23

10

52

1

2

17

30

33

97

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
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Education
The Conservative Jewish group have the highest levels of
education (see Table 3).

All but one hold advanced· degrees.

Even

the one who indicates no advanced degree has completed significant
study beyond the co 11 ege degree in preparation for ordination.

The

Roman Catholic sample has the next highest levels of education.

All

but six have advanced degrees, and all of the six who did not report
advanced

degrees

have

completed

requirements for ordination.

additional

coursework to meet

The Southern Baptist respondents have

the lowest levels of education.

In this group, 36% have advanced

degrees (only two have doctorates), and 36% have not completed the
bachelor•s degree.
It is also interesting to note related data concerning the
institutions from which the highest degrees were obtained.
five,

or 85%,

All but

of the .Jewish respondents received their highest

degrees from Jewish universities.

Of the total, 68% had graduated

from Jewish Theological Seminary in New York.

A high 97% of the

Roman Catha 1i cs received their highest degrees from Roman Catha 1i c
Universities, with 23% of the respondents receiving their highest
degree from St. Johns Seminary in Michigan.

This is. the largest

Catholic group with degrees from one institution.

Second was

Catholic University of America with 17% of the total group.

All but

one ( 97%) of the Southern Baptists who have degrees have their
highest degrees from Southern Baptist institutions.

The 1argest

group (21%) hold degrees from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
in Kentucky.
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Marital Status
As expected, the Roman Catho l i c group all reported that they
were single (see Table 4}.

All but one of the Conservative Jewish

respondents are married, and the one that was widowed was 75 years
old.

The Southern Baptist group are all married, except for one who

indicated that he was single.

None in the total sample indicated

that they are divorced; whether some had divorced and remarried is
unknown.
Table 4
Marital Status of the Clergy
Conservative
Jewish
N=34

Roman
Catholic
N=30

Southern
Baptist.
N=33

Total
N=97

Single
Married
Widowed
Divorced

0
33
l
0

30
0
0
0

l
32
0

31
65
l
0

Total

34

30

33

97

0

Age of Ordination
There are slight differences among the groups in median age at
ordination (see Table 5}.

The Baptists have the youngest age (25},

followed by Conservative Jews (26), and Roman Catholics (27).
are large differences in the age range, however.

There

The Catholic group

has the smallest range of ll years, followed by the Jewish group with
a range of 13 years.

The Southern Baptist respondents have a range
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Table 5
Age at Ordination and Time in Clergy of Clerical Respondents
Conservative
Jewish
N=34

Roman
Catholic
N=30

21-33
26
26.2

24-34
27
27.6

18-51
25
27.5

18-51
26
27.1

3-50
24
25.1

7-44
24
25.5

5-64
17
19.8

3-64
22
23.4

Southern
Baptist
N=33

Total
N=97

Age at Ordinat1on
Range
Median
Mean
Time in Clergy
Range
Median
Mean

of 34 years, and yet sti 11 have the youngest median age.

It· is

interesting to note that the Southern Baptist group has the lowest
age of ordination, with

se~eral

respondents ordained before age 21,

and,as might be expected, also the lowest levels of education.
The difference in ages of ordination are very possibly a
consequence of the organization of the three denominations.

As

discussed earlier, both Roman Catholics and Conservative Jews require
a long period of education and training prior to ordination, hence a
higher median age of ordination and more homogeneity of age.

In both

of these denominations it is unusual for an older person to choose
the clergy and commence the long educational process.

In the

Southern Baptist denomination there are several legitimate tracks to
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ordination:

receiving a "call" and being ordained with little or no

training (this could occur at any age); being ordained after a short
period of training (perhaps 2-4 years); or being ordained after completing the Master's degree.

These diverse patterns contribute to

the greater heterogeneity of age among those in the Southern Baptist
group.
Years in-clergy
The years spent in the clergy were similar for the Conservative
Jewish and Roman Catholic groups, both had medians of 24 years (see
Table 5).

The Southern Baptist group had a median time of 17 years.

This shorter time is to be expected since the median age of the
Baptist group is 7 years less than the other two groups.
To summarize the description of the sample, it is readily apparent that there are great similarities between the Conservative Jewish
and Roman Catholic groups in all the categories except marital status.

The Southern Baptists are younger, have less education, have a

greater spread of ages at ordination, and have been members of the
clergy for a shorter period of time.

The relevance of these differ-

ences are disc ..ssed when the research questions are answered.
The Scales
Introduction
To measure religious orientation and death attitudes two scales
were used in this study (and discussed in detail

in earlier
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chapters): the Religious-Orientation Scale with 41 items which Spilka
et al. (1977) factored into four subscales (Conmitted, !intrinsic,
Extrinsic, Consensual), and the Death Perspective Scale with 43 items
factored by Spilka et al. (1977) into eight subscales (Pain-Loneliness, Afterlife of Reward, Indifference, Unknown, Forsaking Dependants, Courage, Failure, and Natural End).

Both are multidimensional

measures of the respective attitudes.
In this section on scales there is first a general description
of each scale, which includes a summary of the item content and the
mean scores and standard deviations for each den6minational group and
the total. The general description also includes an item analysis of
each scale.

Next, the factor analyses of the scales are presented.

The factor analysis is done to ascertain the nature of the factors
(or subscales) which may emerge from this study population, markedly
different from the populations used in previous research.
scales are then subjected to item analyses.

The sub-

The subscales (or

factors) which emerge are then compared to the Spilka factors.
Finally the scales are subjected to factor analyses by denominational
group to see whether different groupings emerge from different
populations.
General Description
The content of the scale items, with summary data, is presented
below, followed

~by

a separate item analyses for each scale.

These

data are first given for the Religious Orientation Scale followed by
the Death Perspective Scale.
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Religious-Orientation Scale Items
This Likert-type scale was presented on. the questionnaire as 41
items to

which the individual responded.

The scores ranged from 1

{strongly disagree) to 6 {strongly agree).
response available.

There was no neutral

The content {in paraphrased form) of each item,

the mean score and standard deviation on each item for each denominational group, and for the total group is presented in Table 6 ••
Perhaps the most interesting overall finding is the similarities
among the three groups on many of the items--particularly on items
which were not related to distinctive theological or practice orientations {e.g., Items 2, 3, 9, 12, 15, 21, 26, etc.). All might well
reflect a "clerical" point of view.

But on items which are related

to belief and practice there are marked differences in mean scores in
Table 6 when the three denominations are compared. For example, item
1 which states that one of the most important aspects of religion is
the religious ceremonies is scored quite differently by the three
groups.

The Southern Baptists' mean score is 2.2 which means that

they are closest to the "moderately disagree" score.

The Roman

Catholics had a mean score of 3.5, which is between "disagree mildly
and "agree mildly."

The Conservative Jewish group scored 4.5, or

between the "agree mildly" and "agree moderately" scores.

They

clearly see religious ceremonies as more important than do the Southern Baptists.

The Catholics fall in between, which suggests some

ambivalence.
The responses to item 10, which measures a similar attitude are
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Table 6
Religious Orientation Scale
Scoring:

1 - disagree strongly
4 - agree mildly

2 - disagree moderately
5 - agree moderately
Southern
Baptists

3 - disagree mildly
6 - agree strongly

Roman
Catholics.

Conservative
Jews

Total

Mean

S.D.

Mean

S.D.

Mean

S.D.

Mean

S.D.

2.2

1.4

3.5

1.4

4.5

1.7

3.4

1.8

2 Carry religion into all of life

5.7

.8

5.8

.4

5.4

1.1

5.6

.8

3 Religion important to
philosophy of life

5.8

.7

5.9

.3

5.7

.7

5.8

.6

4 Religion important for social life

4.2

1.8

3.8

1.6

4.8

1.2

4.3

1.6

5 Religion most real at
religious services

3.1

1.5

4.2

1.3

3.8

1.5

3.7

1.5

6 Sequence of service is
not important

3.3

1.8

2.7

1.2

3.1

1.6

3.0

1.6

7 Often aware of presence of God

5.5

1.1

5.3

.7

4.1

1.6

5.0

1.3

8 Organized religion provides
feeling of security

4.2

1.9

4.7

1.3

4.5

1.6

4.5

1.6

9 Concern for others provides
joy in religion

5.1

1.2

5.4

.6

5.5

.7

5.3

.9

Paraphrased Content
Religious ceremonies most important

__,

.....
00

10 The more ritual, the more meaning

1.7

1.0

3.5

1.4

3.6

1.5

2.9

1.6
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Table 6 continued
Scoring:

1 - disagree strongly
4 - agree mildly

2 - disagree moderately
5 - agree moderately
Southern
Baptists

3 - disagree mildly
6 - agree strongly

Paraphrased Content

Mean

S.D.

Roman
Conservative
Catholics
Jews
Mean
S.D. Mean
S.D.

Private prayer is as meaningful as public

4.8

1.8

4.1

1.4

4.5

1.4

4.5

1.6

12 Purpose of prayer is happy life

2.8

1.5

3.0

1.8

2.8

1.7

2.9

1.6

13 Religious person is doctrinely
orthodox

4.3

1.7

4.8

1.3

4.1

1.6

4.4

1.5

14 Interest in religion greater
now than earlier

5.6

.8

5.3

1.1

5. 1

1.0

5.3

1.0

5.6

1.0

5.8

.8

5.7

1.0

5.7

.9

16 Private thought and meditation
are important

5.6

.9

5.7

.5

5.0

1.1

5.4

.9

17 Ritual is important part of
religion

4.2

1.8

5.5

.7

5.2

.8

5.0

1.3

18 Religious beliefs affect
whole approach to life

5.6

1.0

5.9

.4

5. 1

1.2

5.6

.9

11

15

I'm interested in the subject
of religion

19 Uniformity of ritual is
important

Total
Mean
S.D.

_,
_,

\0

3.0

1.5

3.2

1.5

3.0

1.9

3.0

1.6
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Table 6 continued
Scoring:

1 - disagree strongly
4 - agree mildly

2 - disagree moderately
5 - agree moderately
Southern
Baptists

Roman
Catholics

3 - disagree mildly
6 - agree strongly
Conservative
Jews

Total

Paraphrased Content

Mean

S.D.

Mean

S.D.

Mean

S.D.

Mean

S.D.

20 Ritual is important to
worship service

3.2

1.9

3.9

1.6

4.1

1.4

3.7

1.7

5.6

1.0

5.8

.4

5.5

.7

5.6

.8

22 Belief affects sort of person
I want to be

5.7

1.1

5.8

.5

5.6

.7

5.7

.8

23 Orderliness of ceremonies
is important

4.1

1.7

4.5

1.4

4.1

1.6

4.2

1.6

24 Religion answers questions on
Meaning of life

5.6

1.0

5.6

.9

4.9

1.4

5.4

1.1

25 Religious services should be
standardized

2.5

1.7

3.4

1.6

2.8

1.4

2.9

1.6

5.2

1.2

5.3

.8

5.4

1.0

5.3

.9

1.9

1.3

1.6

1.1

1.9

1.1

1.8

1.2

21

26

Often think about religious
matters

If I believed differently,
life would be different

27 Aim of leaders should be
building buildings

.......
N

28 What religion offers most is
comfort

0

1.9

1.7

3.4

1.6

3.3

1.8

3.4

1.7
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Table 6 continued
Scoring:

1 - Disagree strongly
4 - agree mildly

2 - disagree moderately
5 - agree moderately
Southern
Baptists

Roman
Catholics

3 - disagree mildly
6 - agree strongly
Conservative
Jews

Total

Paraphrased Content

Mean

S.D.

Mean

S.D.

Mean

S.D.

Mean

S.D.

29 Belief not as important
as mora 1 1ife

3.4

1.0

1.6

1.2

2.6

1.6

1.8

1.4

30 Religion establishes one
in community

1.2

1.1

2.4

1.5

2.4

1.7

2. 1

1.5

31

Religion does not influence
everyday affairs

1.4

1.0

1.4

1.2

1.7

1.3

1.5

1.2

32

I pray because I was taught to

1.8

1.4

1.9

1.2

2.7

1.6

2. 1

1.4

33

I am interested in religion
because religion provides
social activity

1.7

1.0

1.9

1.0

2.9

1.8

2. 1

1.4

I will compromise religion for
social or economic well being

1.6

1.2

1.6

1.2

2.6

1.7

1.9

1.4

35 Prayer primarily is for relief
and protection

1.8

1.0

2.0

1.5

2.3

1.4

2.0

1.3

1.8

1.5

1.2

.4

2.8

1.6

1.9

1.4

34

. 36 There are many more important
things than religion
37 Religion helps keep my life
balanced

_,
N
_,

3.2

2.0

2.6

1.5

4.0

1.7

3.2

1.8
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Table 6 continued
Scoring:

1 - Disagree strongly
4 - agree mildly

Paraphrased Content*

2 - disagree moderately
5 -

3 - disagree mildly
6 - agree strongly

agree moderately

Southern
Baptists
Mean
S.D.

Roman
Catholics
Mean
S.D.

Conservative
Jews
Mean
S.D.

Total
Mean
S.D.

38 Read religious literature:
never • • • frequently

3.9

.3

4.0

.2

3. 9

.2

3.9

.2

39 Prefer: Social group •
religious study group

3.6

.6

3.3

1.0

3.6

.8

3.5

.8

40 Attend service: rarely
more than once a week

3.9

.3

4.0

.o

3.6

.8

3.9

.5

3.0

.2

3.0

.2

3.0

.2

3.0

.2

41

Read Bible: never •••
more than a hour a week

*Items 38-41 were multiple choice questions. A score of 1-4 is possible on 38-40, and 1-3 on item
41. The first choice is given .first in the paraphrase (scored 11 111 ) . The last choice was next
(scored 4 for 38-40, and 3 for item 41).

_,
N
N

123
quite consistent with the trends in item 1.

Item 10 states that the

more a religious service is ritualized, the more meaning it has.
Here again the Southern Baptists disagreed with a score of 1.7, while
the Conservative Jewish group edged toward mi 1d agreement with a
score of 3.6.

The Catholics had the same mean score of 3.5 as they

had on Question 1.
Item 29, which suggests that belief is not as important as living a moral

1 ife,

finds Southern Baptists with a score of 3.4

(between .. mildly disagree .. and .. mildly agree .. ) and Catholics with a
score of 1.6 (between .. strongly disagree .. and

11

moderately disagree .. ).

This may indicate that Catholics are more sure about the importance
of belief than are Baptists,

or it could suggest that Southern

Baptists are ambivalent about the whole issue.

The Jewi.sh group also

disagreed with the statement with a score of 2. 6 which p1aces them
between 11 moderately .. and 11 mi 1dly disagree. 11
On

some

items

which

show similarity of mean scores among

respondents, the standard-deviation scores are quite different.

For

example, item 3 (religion important to philosophy of life) shows less
deviation among Catholics (.3) than Jews and Baptists (.7).

This

suggests greater homogeneity of thought among Catha 1i cs than the
other groups.

Other examples of this homogeneity are found in items

21, 22, and 40.
rurther analyses

explore the differences on various factors

among the religious groups.

The significance and meaning of the dif-

ferences which exist are discussed 1ater as the research questions
are answered.

Interpretation of the findings also follow in Chapter

6.
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Religious Orientation
Scale Item Analyses
The 41-item religious-orientation scale was subjected to item
analyses to determine whether each item discriminates in the same way
the overall test is intended to discriminate.
item with all

The comparison of each

other items was made by computing a correlation

coefficient (Pearson

11

r"). Appendix E shows the Pearson .. r .. for each

item.
It is readily apparent that the corre 1ati on coefficients are
relatively low.

This is to be expected because the Religious-

Orientation Scale is a collection of subscales each of which are
measuring different dimensions of religious orientation.

The item

analyses of the subscales which are presented following the factor
analyses

more effectively

show the discriminating power of the

individual items.
Death Perspective Scale Items
The Death-Perspective scale was gi.ven as a 43-item scale on the
questionnaire with

Likert-type choices ranging from 1 (strongly

disagree) to 6 (strongly agree).

No neutral response was available.

The content (in paraphrased form) of each item, the mean score, and
standard deviation on each item for each denominational group, and
for the total group is presented in Table 7.
The overall picture here is one of greater dissimilarity than in
the Religious-Orientation Scale.

First, the major differences are

found on those items related to death as "unknown" and .. assurance of
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Table 7
Death Perspective Scale
Scoring:

1 - disagree strongly
4 - agree mildly

2 - disagree moderately
5 - agree moderately
Southern
Baptists

3 - disagree mildly
6 - agree strongly

Roman
Catholics

Conservative
Jews

Total

Paraphrased Content
11
Death for me is: 11

Mean

S.D.

Mean

S.D.

Mean

S.D.

Mean

S.D.

Last agonizing moment

2.0

1.5

2.2

1.4

2.5

1.5

2.2

1.5

2 Biggest uncertainty

1.7

1.4

2.5

1.7

4.0

2. 1

2.7

2.0

3 Entrance to place of ultimate
satisfaction

5.7

1.0

5.6

1.0

3.1

1.6

4.8

1.7

4 Test of commitment to life values

4.4

1.6

4.9

1.5

4.1

1.6

4.4

1.6

5 Neither feared or welcome

3.7

1.7

3.7

1.6

4.1

1.8

3.8

1.7

6 Leaving dependents vulnerable

3.5

1.8

2.2

1.5

3.6

1.6

3.0

1.7

7 Leading to cleansing and rebirth

3.2

2.1

4.3

1.7

2.6

1.7

3.4

2.0

8 Making no difference one way
or another

1.8

1.4

1.5

1.0

2.0

1.2

1.7

1.2

9 Part of the cycle of life

4.9

1.7

5.3

1.2

5.5

1.3

5.2

1.4

2.0

1.7

1.6

1.1

2.0

1.2

1.8

1.2

10 The final misery
11

The fate of falling by the wayside

1.4

.9

1.3

.5

2.2

1.7

1.6

1.2

_.
N
01
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Table 7 Continued
Scoring:

1 - disagree strongly
4 - agree mildly

2 - disagree moderately
5 - agree moderately
Southern
Baptists

Roman
Catholics

3 - disagree mildly
6 - agree strongly
Conservative
Jews
Mean
S.D.

Total
Mean
S.D.

Mean

S.D.

Mean

S.D.

12 The greatest mystery

3.0

1.9

4.3

2.0

4.7

1.7

4.0

2.0

13 Forsaking of loved ones

2.2

1.5

1.9

1.6

3.8

1.8

2.6

1.8

14 An event that stifles reaching goals 2.2

1.5

1.9

1.4

3.2

1.9

2.3

1.6

15 A time to refuse defeat

3.5

2. 1

3.1

1.9

3.4

1.8

3.3

1.9

16 A natural aspect of life

5.4

1.0

5.7

.5

5.4

1.4

5.5

1.0

17 End of known, beginning of unknown

2.6

1.8

3.8

1.5

5.0

1.5

3.8

1.9

18 Guilt in not providing for family

2.8

1.6

2.0

1.4

2.2

1.4

2.4

1.5

19 End of one•s hope

1.7

1.5

2.2

2.0

2.5

1.5

2.0

1.6

20 Leading to resurrection and reward

5.8

.6

5.8

.5

2.9

1.6

4.9

1.7

Opportunity for great accomplishment 4.2

1.7

4.8

1.4

2.5

1.9

3.8

1.9

21

22 To be shrugged off and forgotten

1.5

1.2

1.4

1.0

2.0

1.4

1.6

1.3

23 Final act in harmony with existence

3.9

2.0

4.7

1.6

4.5

1.6

4.3

1.7

24 Conclusion to a time of isolation

2.2

1.7

2.7

1.6

1.9

1.1

2.3

1.5

......
N
0'1
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Table 7 continued
Scoring:

1 - disagree strongly
4 ~ ag~ee mildly

2 - disagree moderately
5 • agree mode~ately

3 - disagree mildly
6 - agree strongly

Southern
Baptists
Mean
S.D.

Roman
Catholics
Mean
S.D.

2.2

1.7

2.9

1.7

4.8

26 Reason for feeling guilty

2.0

1.5

1.7

1.3

27 Failure in search for meaning

1.8

1.6

1.4

28 Union with God, and bliss

5.2

1.1

29 Great·moment of truth

5.2

Paraphrased Content
"Death for me is:"

Conservative
Jews.
Mean
S.D.

Total
Mean

S.D.

1.8

3.3

2.0

1.7

1.3

1.8

1.4

1.3

1.8

1.3

1.6

1.3

5.7

1.0

3.9

1.4

5.1

1.4

1.1

5.8

.5

4.6

1.5

5.2

1.2

1.9

1.6

1.3

.6

1.9

1.2

1.7

1.3

Unimportant in scheme of things

1.8

1.5

1.8

1.5

1.9

1.4

1.8

1.4

32 Comes because of normal passage
of time

5.0

1.3

5.2

1.2

5.5

1.1

5.2

1.2

33 A question mark

1.9

1.6

3.3

1.5

4.7

1.7

3.3

1.9

34 Destruction of chance for self
realization

1.9

1.6

1.6

1.3

3.2

1.9

2. 1

1.7

1.3

5.1

1.3

2.6

1.6

4.3

1.8

25

·30
31

I don't know

U~timate

anguish and torment

35 Beginning of a better life

5.3

N
"'-J
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Table 7 continued
Scoring:

1 - disagree strongly
4 - agree mildly

3 - disagree mildly
6 - agree strongly

2 - disagree moderately
5 - agree moderately
Southern
Baptists
Mean
S.D.

Roman
Catholics
Mean
S.D.

36 Chance to meet last test of life

4.3

1.7

4.2

1.4

3.9

1.6

4.1

1.5

37 Of little consequence

1.6

1.2

1.3

.4

1.6

1.1

1.5

1.0

39 Leaving family to fend for itself

3.0

1.8

2. 1

1.4

2.9

1.6

2.7

1.7

40 The doorway to heaven and happiness

5.8

.7

5.8

.4

3.0

1.6

4.9

1.6

Chance to show what you've stood for 4.3

1.9

4.9

1.3

4.0

1.6

4.4

1.6

Paraphrased Content
11
Death for me is: 11

41

Conservative
Jews
Mean
S.D.

Total
Mean
S.D.

42 Defeat in struggle to succeed

1.7

1.4

1.8

1.4

2.2

1.4

1.8

1.3

43 A lonely experience

2.9

1.8

3.7

1.9

4.1

1.7

3.5

1.8

_.
N

(X)
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reward in afterlife...

For example, on item 2, which posits death as

the biggest uncertainty of a11, the Southern Baptists fa 11 between
11

Strong ly di sagree 11 and

11

mcderate ly disagree.. with a score of 1 • 7.

The Conservative Jewish group

11

mi 1dly agree .. with a score of 4.

The

Roman Catholics, with a score of 2.5, fall between the .. moderately
disagree .. and .. mildly disagree .. positions. Four other items deal with
the same general dimension of .. uncertainty or unknown:..

Items 12,

greatest mystery; 17, beginning of unknown; 25, I don't know; and 33,
a question mark.

The combined means of these five items proved an

interesting picture.
which means they

11

Southern Baptists have a combined mean of 2.28

mildly 11 to .. moderately disagree .. that there is

uncertainty associated with death.

Conservative Jews on the other

hand have a combined item score of 4.6, which means that they
11

mi 1dly.. to

11

moderate ly agree.. that death is re 1a ted to uncertainty.

The Catholics fall in between with a score of 3.4 which suggests some
ambivalence about the issue.
The other items, where the greatest differences abound, are all
associated with death as the beginning of an afterlife of happiness.
Here again there are four items where marked differences are evident:
Items 3, entrance to place of ultimate satisfaction; 20, death leads
to resurrection and reward; 35, beginning of a better life; and 40,
death is the doorway to heaven and happiness.

The combined means of

the groups on these four items are interesting to note.
Baptists
respective

The Southern

and Roman Catholics are very close to each other with
scores

of

.. moderately agree .. and

5.7
11

and

5.6.

This

places

both

between

Strongly agree .. that death is associated with
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an afterlife of happiness and reward. The Conservative Jewish group
in contrast had a score of 2.9, which means that they 11 mildly 11 to
11

moderately disagree .. that death brings an afterlife of happiness and

reward.
There are similarities among the three groups in terms of their
responses to various ideas about death; for example, see items 5, 16,
26, 31, and 32.

The three group means for each of these items are

quite similar, but the items represent very diverse perspectives on
death.

No common thread ties these items (where there is so much

agreement) together.

It is also interesting to note that of these

on~y

item 16 ( 11 a natural aspect of life .. ) are the

five ideas, on

standard deviations dissimilar.

On this item the Catholics have the

smallest standard deviation (.5), the Baptists in the middle with
1.0, and the Jews with a standard deviation of 1.4. Perhaps greater
homogeneity would have been expected among the Jews who, according to
the review of the literature, tend to see death as a natural part of
human existence.
In summary, it would appear that the major differences between
denominational groups concerning death perspectives is that the two
Christian groups view death with less uncertainty and with more
assurance of an afterlife of happiness and reward than the Jewish
group.

The significance of these differences and their relevance for

the research. comes into focus when the research questions are
answered later in this chapter.
and

The areas of similarity are less

show no evident substantive patterns with this

level

analysis.
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Death Perspective Scale.
Item Ana lyses
The 43-i tern death-perspective sc a1e was a1so subjected to i tern
analyses to assess the relationship of each item to the whole.

The

comparison of each item with the total scale was made by computing a
correlation coefficient (Pearson "r") for each item. The results of
this analysis are presented in Appendix F.

As expected, the

correlation coefficients are relatively low. This is no doubt due to
the fact that the Death-Perspective Scale is a collection of
subscales which each are measuring a different dimension of death
attitudes.

This heterogeneity of content is demonstrated by the low

coefficients. The item analyses of the factors which emerge from the
factor ana lyses produce higher coefficients.

These are presented

later in this chapter.
Factor Analyses
In this section the Religious-Orientation Scale and then the
Death-Perspective Scale are presented in turn as follows:

(1) factor

analysis of the scale, (2) item analysis of factors, (3} comparison
to Spilka factors, and (4) factor analysis by denominational group.
Religious Orientation Scale
Factor Ana lyses
The Religious-Orientation Scale was subjected to the same factor
analyses (Verimax, orthogonal) as used by Spilka.

The

Veri max

analysis was used because it is an appropriate exploratory tool.
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order to determine the best number of possible factor groupings which
could be obtained, exploratory analysis was done with groupings for
each number from 2 factors to .12 factors.

The items were factored

into these different combinations to determine what optimal number of
factors emerged as having the most 1ogi ca1 substantive groupings.
The factor grouping which fits together substantively most closely is
the grouping which contains four factors.

The factor grouping and

factor loadings which emerge are shown in Tables 8-11.

The items

within each factor are highly correlated.
Factor loadings in the current study are very high.

The

research decision was made to include only those items with loadings
above .5.

In contrast, Spilka included items with loadings above .3.

Using .the .5 rule also produced factors which substantively make
sense.

There are marked similarities between the Gillespie factors

and Spilka•s factors, yet there are also some differences.

The

Gi 11 espi e factors contain a tot a1 of 31 i terns compared to the 41
items of Spilka•s
included

in

scale.

the Gillespie

If items which loaded above .3 had been
factors,

more items would have been

attached to each factor, but as mentioned, many of those below the .5
level did not fit substantively with the factor groupings, therefore
they were omitted.

Names which reflect the content of the factor

were given to each factor.
The first factor (see Table 8) was named .. Permeating .. because
the items reflect a religious orientation which makes belief central
to the individual•s whole life.

Not only does religion .. permeate ..
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Table 8
Gillespie Religious-Orientation Factor 1:

"Permeating"

Item Number

Paraphrased Content

Loading

18

Religious belief affects whole
approach to life

.791

Belief affects sort of person
I want to be

.770

Religion important to philosophy
of life

.763

Often think about religious
matters

.741

Religion answers questions of
meaning of life

.735

7

Often aware of presence of God

.716

2

Carry religion into all of life

.683

16

Private thought and meditation
important

.623

15

I•m interested in the subject
of religion

.575

Interest in religion greater now
than earlier

.566

22
3

21
24

14

the whole personality, but it "permeates" the time and life span of
the person.
Factor 2 (see Table 9) was named "Utilitarian" because the items
reflect an orientation that "utilizes" religion to meet what might be
seen as "secular" goals.

Religion is used to give a happy life,

bring comfort and protection, etc.
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Table 9
Gillespie Religious-Orientation Factor 2:
Item

"Utilitarian"

Paraphrased Content

Loading

12

Purpose of prayer is happy life

.674

28

What religion offers most is
comfort

.652

Prayer is primarily for relief
and protection

.648

Religion important for social life

.631

Religion provides social
activity

.540

Religion helps keep my life
balanced

.524

I pray because I was taught to

.511

35

4
33

37
32

The name "Ceremonial" was selected for Factor 3 (see Table 10)
because the items reflect an orientation which puts considerable
emphasis on ceremony and ritual.

In fact, "Ceremony" is the most

important element of religious life.
To best represent Factor 4, the word "Behavioral" was selected
(see Table 11).

This factor, unlike the other three,

attitudes but rather specific re 1i gi ous "behaviors...

reflects not
The amount of

time spent reading the Bible and other religious literature and the
time spent in attending religious services highly correlate to
constitute this factor.
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Table 10
Gillespie Religious-Orientation Factor 3:
Item
10

20
23
25
13
5

"Ceremonial"

Paraphrased Content

Loading

The more ritual the more meaning

.760

Religious ceremonies most important

.669

Ritual is important to worship
service

.620

Orderliness of ceremonies
is important

.596

Religious services should be
standardized

.525

Religious person is doctrinely
orthodox

.521

Religion most real at religious services

.519

Table 11
Gillespie Religious-Orientation Factor 4:
Item
41

Paraphrased Content
Time spent reading Bible

"Behavioral"
Loading
.782

38

Time spent reading religious
literature

.669

40

Frequency of attendance at
religious services

.621
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Item Analyses of Gillespie Factors
In order to further evaluate the Gillespie factors for the Religious-Orientation Scale, the Gillespie factors were subjected to item
analyses.

The process of item analysis establishes the degree to

which each item discriminates in the same way that the other items
within each factor discriminate. Specifically, a correlation coefficient (Pearson "r") is computed for each item compared to the other
items in the same factor.

Table 12 shows the correlation coefficient

for each item in each factor.
The corre1ati on coefficients for these factors are in genera1
much higher than those in Appendix E which grouped all the items
together.

This is as expected since the items are grouped more

homogeneously in the four factors, while when grouped together each
item is compared to every other item on the scale, and hence has
lower correlation coefficient.

The high correlation coefficients on

all the items are further strong support for the validity of the
Gillespie factor for the Religious-Orientation Scale. Because of the
wording of three items the correlations were negative; had the
wording been different the correlations would have been positive.
The items in each factor do indeed appear to measure the same
orientations.
Comparison of Gillespie
and Spl lka Rel1g1ous
Or1entat1on Factors
In this subsection the two sets of factors are compared to see
the

difference . in

factors

which

emerge

from

very

different
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Table 12
Religious Orientation Scale
Item Analysis of Gillespie's Factors
Factor 1 -- "Permeating"
Item
18
22

3
21
24
7
2
16
15
14
29
34
26
31

Paraphrased Content

Factor 2 -- "Utilitarian"
Correlation
Coefficient

Religious belief affects whole
approach to life
.78
Belief affects sort of person I
want to be
.74
Religion important to philosophy
of life
.69
Often think about religious matters •70
Religion answers questions of
meaning of 1ife
.66
Often aware of presence of God
.72
Carry religion into all of life
.62
Private thought and medication
•61
important
I'm interested in the subject
.59
of religion
Interest in religion greater
.56
now than earlier
Belief not as important as
-.34
moral 1ife
I will compromise religion for
-.37
social or economic well being
If I believed differently, life
.57
would be different
Religion does not influence
-.28
everyday affairs

Item
12
28
35
4
33
37
32

Paraphrased Content

Correlation
Coefficient

Purpose of prayer is happy life
.65
What religion offers most is
comfort
.62
Prayer is primarily for relief
and protection
.68
Religion important for social
life
.59
Religion provides social activity .63
Religion helps keep my life
.• 60
balanced
I pray because I was taught to
.58

_.
w

-....J
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Table 12 continued
Factor 3
Item
10

20
23
25
13
5

Paraphrased Content
The more ritual the more
meaning
Religious ceremonies most
important
Ritual is important to
worship service
Orderliness of ceremonies if
important
Religious services should be
standardized
Religious person is doctrinely
orthodox
Religion most real at religious
services

Factor 4
Correlation

Item

.72

41
38

.63

40

Paraphrased Content
Time spent reading Bible
Time spent reading religious
literature
Frequency of attendance at
religious services

Correlation
Coefficient
.82
.68

.87

.66

.71
.62
.51
.59

~

w

(X)
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populations.

The comparisons are made in Tables 13-16, with the

ordering based on the Gillespie factor loadings.
The Spilka scale places several items in more than one factor
(see Appendix A).

There is no such dual grouping of items in the

Gillespie factors.

The Gillespie

is quite similar to the Spilka

11

11

Permeating 11 factor (see Table 13)

Committed .. factor.

It does not,

however, include the items which focus on time spent in religious
activities.

These are included in Gillespie's .. Behavioral .. factor.

The Gillespie

11

Utilitarian 11 factor is somewhat similar to the

Spilka .. Extrinsic .. factor (see Table 14).

It, however, includes more

and has broader meaning than the Spilka factor.
11

USing 11

of

existence.

religion

to

bring

a

happy,

The focus is on the

safe,

socially

active

From this perspective religion can be 11 taken on .. or

11

put

off 11 as expedient for meeting ultimate life goals.
The

.. Ceremonial..

factor

has

some

.. Consensual .. factor (see Table 15).

resemblance

to Spilka's

Spilka's factor includes more

items and has meaning that is inc 1usi ve of more concepts than the
11

Gillespie

Ceremoni al 11 factor.

into Gillespie's
There

is

11

Spi 1ka includes factors which fall

Ceremonial 11 and

virtually

no

11

Utilitarian .. factors.

resemblance

between

the

Gillespie

11

Behavioral 11 factor and any Spilka factor (see Table 16).

11

Behavi oral .. factor focuses on specific behaviors and has no other

The

content.
The

marked

contrast

between

11

COgniti ve..

and

11

behavioral 11

dimensions of religious orientation suggested by Spilka did not
emerge.

Only one factor is explicitly .. Behavioral...

As is shown in

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

140

Table 13
Comparison of Spilka and Gillespie Factors of ReligiousOrientation Factor: 11 Permeating 11
Included in
Gi 11 esp i e •s
.. Permeating ..
Factor

Paraphrased Content
Religious belief affects whole
approach to life
Belief affects sort of person
I want to be
Religion important to philosophy
of life
Often think of religious matters
Religion answers questions of
meaning of life
Often aware of presence of God
Carry religion into all of life
Thought &meditation important
I 1 m interested in religion
Interest in religion greater now
than earlier
Belief not important as morality
I will compromise religion for
social or economic wellbeing
If I believed differently, life
would be different
Religion does not influence
everyday affairs
Reading of religious literature
Like social/religious study group
Time spent reading Bible
Concern for others provides joy
+

Included in
Spilka•s
11
Committed 11
Factor

+

+

+

+

+
+

+
+

+
+
+
+
+

+
+
+
+
+

+
+
+

+

+

+

+
+
+
+

+

indicates inclusion in factor, - indicates exclusion from
factor.

Tables 13-16, the·Gillespie factors are in some ways similar to but
substantially different from those of Spilka.
A

research

decision

was

made

to

use

the

Gillespie
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Table 14
Comparison of Spilka and Gillespie Factors of Religious-Orientation
Factor: .. Utilitarian ..
Included in
Gillespie•s
Uti 1itari an
Factor
11

Paraphrased Content
Purpose of prayer is happy
life
What religion offers most is
comfort
Prayer is primarily for
relief and protection
Religion important for
social life
Religion provides social
activity
Religion helps keep my life
balanced
I pray because I was taught to
Belief hot as important as
morality
Religion establishes one in
community
Religion does not influence
everyday affairs
I will compromise religion for
social or economic wellbeing
There are many more important
things than religion
+

11

Included in
Spilka•s
Extrinsic
Factor
11

11

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+
+

+
+

+

+

+
+
+
+

indicates inclusion in factor, - indicates exclusion from factor.

Religious-Orientation factor for all further analyses.

This decision

was based substantively on collective meanings clearly represented.
In

addit~on,

the high factor loadings and very high correlations seen

in the item analyses proyide statistical support for using the
Gillespie Religious Orientation factors for all subsequent analyses.
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Table 15
Comparison of Spilka and Gillespie Factors of Religious-Orientation
Factor: uceremoni aP
Included in
Gi 11 espie 's
Ceremonial
Factor
11

Paraphrased Content
The more ritual the more
meaning
Religious ceremonies important
Ritual is important to
worship service
Orderliness of ceremonies if
important
Religious services should be
standardized
Religious person is doctrinely
orthodox
Religion most real at religious
services
Sequence of service is not
important
Organized religion provides
feeling of security
Purpose of prayer is happy life
Ritual is important part
of religion
Uniformity of ritual is
important
Aim of leaders should be
building buildings

+

11

Included
Spilka's
Consensual
Factor
11

+
+

+
+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

11

+
+
+
+
+
+

indicates inclusion in factor, - indicates exclusion from factor.

Because of the nature of sample (different than Spilka), the difference in content of factors and the substantive and statistical support, it is logical to use the Gillespie factors in further analyses.
Though the sample size was small it was within minimum boundaries
for factor analyses.
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Table 16
Comparison of Spilka and Gillespie Factors of Religious Orientation
Factor: 11 Behavioral 11

Paraphrased Content
Time spent reading Bible
Time spent reading religious
literature
Frequency of attendance at
religions services
Carry religion into all of
life
Often aware of presence of God
Private prayer as meaningful
as public
Private thought and meditation
are important
Religious belief affects
whole approach to life
Religion answers questions
of meaning of life
Prefer social or religious
study group
+

Included in
Gillespie •s
.. Behavioral ..
Factor

Included in
Spilka's
.. Extrinsic ..
Factor

+
+

+

+

+
+
+
+
+
+
+

+

indicates. inclusion in factor, - indicates exclusion from factor.

Factor Analyses of Religious
Or1entat1on Scale by Denomlnatlonal Group
Because of the exploratory nature of this study a decision was
made to analyze the Religious-Orientation Scale by denomination to
ascertain the possible influence which affiliation might have. on
factor structures and content.

Sample size constitutes a limitation

to this analysis, but because this is an exploratory study the
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analysis is nevertheless completed and presented.

Appendix G shows

the items and groupings for the three religious groups and the full
sample (Gillespie factor) on the Religious-Orientation Scale.

All

items included in the factors loaded above .5.
There are marked differences among the three groups, and numerous

contrasts

fit

the

full

samp 1e

among

the

three

groups.

Substantively, some of the factors do not fit we 11 together.

The

Southern Baptist group appears closest to the full sample in its
factor content

(especially .. Permeating.. and .. Behavioral .. ).

Some

common items exist in all three groups on "Permeating," "Utilitari an,.. and "Ceremon i a 1" factors.

But the

11

Behavi ora 1" factor finds

the Roman Catha 1i c and Conservative Jewish groups totally different
from the Southern Baptists and the full sample--merging only with
each other on one item.
11

The factors 1i sted with the Gillespie

Behavioral" factors for the two groups (Catholic and Jewish) do not

appear to fit together substantively.
sample

size

there

is

value

Despite the 1imitation of

in looking at the differences and

similarities which emerge from this analysis.
Summary of Factor Analyses of
Rel1g1ous Or1entat1on Scale
In this section the items were grouped into factors which differ
from the Spilka factors.

Comparisons were made, item analyses done,

and a decision was made and supported to use the Gi 11 espi e factors
for further analysis.

Finally, the items are factor analyzed by

denominational group to explore the effect of affiliation on factor
groupings.
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Death-Perspective Scale
Factor Analys1s
The

Death-Perspective

Scale

was

also

subjected

to

Verimax

( orthogona 1 ) factor ana lyses (the same as used by Spi 1ka).

The

Veri max analysis was used because it is an appropriate exp 1oratory
too 1.

In order to determine the best number of possi b1e factor

groupings which could be obtained, exploratory analysis was done with
groupings for each number from 4 factors to 14 factors.

The factor

groupings which fit together best substantively are the groupings
which contain 8 factors.

Tables 17-24 indicate the factor groupings

and factor loadings which emerge.
Frequently in factor
included in factors.

analyses factor

loadings

above .3 are

Spilka used .3 as a cutoff point.

Because of

high levels of loadings in this study, and also because of problems
of substantive fit for those below .5, only items loading above .5
are included in the factors.

All of the factors fit together well

with the possible exception of Factor 5 (Forgettable Isolation).
this factor there is a mixture of
26)

with

between

11

Pai n11 and

an element of .. Indifference ... ·
the

factors

which

emerge from

factors) and the Spilka factors.

11

In

Gui lt 11 (items 11, 24,

There are similarities
this

analysis

(Gillespie

The Gillespie factors contain a

total of 36 items compared with the 43 Spilka factors.
The first factor (see Table 17) was named

11

Reward 11 because the

items are positive concepts of a happy, blissful, rewarding future.
The loadings were very high:

none below 592.

Factor 2 (see Table 18) is entitled

11

Uncertaintyn because the

items all represent directly unknown, mysterious concepts.

Death as
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Table 17
Gillespie Death Perspectives
Factor 1: "Reward"
Item Number
40

28
35
20
3

29
21

Paraphrased Content
Doorway to heaven and happiness
Union with God, and bliss
Beginning of a better life
Leading to resurrection and reward
Entrance to ultimate satisfaction
Great moment of truth
Opportunity for great accomplishment

Loading
.858
.802
.758
.757
.679
.595
.592

Table 18
Gillespie Death Perspectives
Factor 2: "Uncertainty"
Item Number

Paraphrased Content

Loading

2
12
25

Biggest uncertainty
Greatest mystery
I don't know
A question mark
End of known, start of unknown

.733
.715
.664
.656
.647

33

17

an "Uncertainty" also had high loadings: none below .647.
The third factor (see Table 19) encompasses two attitudes:
defeat and loneliness.
"Lonely Defeat."

Because of this dual emphasis it is entitled

The predominant meaning is defeat, encompassing

seven of the eight items, yet the concept of loneliness is highly
correlated and seems to fit well with defeat substantively.
Factor four (see Table 20) has only four items which are
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Table 19
Gillespie Death Perspectives
Factor 3: .. Lonely Defeat"

42
34
27
14

19
10

43

Loading

Paraphrased Content

Item Number

Defeat in struggle to
Destruction of chance
realization
Failure in search for
An event that stifles
End of one•s hope
The final misery
A lonely experience

succeed
for self
meaning
reaching goals

.783
.658
.639
.634
.599
.573
.520

Table 20
Gillespie Death Perspectives
Factor 4: Fi nal Test"
11

36
41

4

18

Loading

Paraphrased Content

Item Number

Chance to meet last test of life
Chance to show what you•ve stood for
Test of commitment to life values
Guilt in not providing for family

dominated by the concept

11

Final Test ...

.731

.718
.656
.542

This is the time when the

individual-may demonstrate life•s values, show what he/she has stood
for.
The fifth factor (see Table 21) is somewhat less substantively
consistent than the other factors, but the dominant perspectives are
that death is forgettable and that it is a time of isolation. Guilt
and falling by the wayside are also included.

The factor is named
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.. Forgettable Isolation.. because of the content of the two highest
loading items.
The sixth death-perspective factor (see Table 22) indicates the
concept that death is a part of the cycle of 1ife, a natural consequence of living.

The name .. Natural Harmony .. encompasses the per-

spective adequately •
.. Unimportant .. was the title selected for factor seven (see Table
23).

All three items specifically represented that concept.

lowest factor loading was .601.

The

From this perspective death, is of

Table 21
Gillespie Death Perspectives
Factor 5: 11 Forgettable Isolation ..
Item Number
22
24

26

·n

Paraphrased Content
To be shrugged off and forgotten
Conclusion to a time of isolation
Reason for feeling guilty
The fate of alling by the wayside

Loading
.659

.600
.565

.535

Table 22
Gillespie Death Perspectives
Factor 6: 11 Natural Harmony ..
Item Number
9

23
16
5

Paraphrased Content
Part of the cycle of life
Final act in harmony with existence
A natural aspect of life
Neither feared or welcome

Loading
.664
.621
.616
.503
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no significance, not something to waste one's time worrying about.
The final group, factor 8, only has two items.
represent the perspective of forsaking loved ones.

Both clearly ·
The title

"Leaving Family" clearly represents this perspective (see Table 24).
Item Analysis of Gillespie Factors
In order to further eva1uate the Gi 11 espi e Death-Perspective
Factors, the factors were subjected to item analyses. This indicates
the degree to which each item discriminates in the same way that the
other items within each of the factors discriminates.

Specifically,

Table 23
Gillespie Death Perspectives
Factor 7: "Unimportant"
Item Number
31
8

37

Paraphrased Content
Unimportant in scheme of things
Making no difference one way or
another
Of little consequence

Loading
.763

.610
.601

Table 24
Gillespie Death Perspective
Factor 7: "Leaving Family"
Item Number
6

39

Paraphrased Content
Leaving dependent vulnerable
Leaving family to fend for itself

Loading
.744
.594
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a correlation coefficient (Pearson .. r .. ) is computed for each item
compared to the other items within the same factor.

The correlation

coefficient for each item in each factor is shown in Table 25.
The correlation coefficients for the grouped items (Table 25)
are much higher than for the ungrouped items in Appendix F.

The fac-

tored items have high levels of discrimination in the same way that
the overall factors discriminate.

The very high carrel at ion coeffi-

cient on all the items provide additional evidence for the validity
of the Gillespie factors for the Death-Perspective Scale.

The items

in each factor are in fact measuring the same orientations.
Comparison of Gillespie and Spilka
Death-Perspectlve Factors
In this subsection the Gillespie and Spilka factors are compared
to reveal which differences in factors emerge from very different
populations.

The comparisons are made in Tables 26-33, with the

ordering based on the Gillespie factor loadings.
Gillespie•s
(

11

11

Reward 11

factor

(see Table

26)

has

two

items

moment of truth, opportunity for accomplishment) in addition to

those of Spilka, which appear to fit substantively with the central
concepts of the grouping.

The .. Uncertainty .. factor (see Table 27) is

very close to Spilka•s .. Unknown .. factor.

11

Lonely Defeat .. (see Table

28) has two items in addition to Spilka•s 11 Failure 11 items which seem
to fit substantively with the other items in the group.
(see Table 29)
11

11

Final Test ..

has one item which does not appear on Spilka•s

Courageu items, and two of Spilka•s .. Courage .. items load on

11

Final
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Table 25
Death Perspective Scale
Item Analyses of Gillespie's Factors
Factor 1
Reward
11

11

11

Item
Number
40
28
35
20
3
29
21

Correlation
Coefficient

Doorway to heaven and happiness
Union with God, and bliss
Beginning of a better life
Leading to resurrection and
reward
Entrance to place of ultimate
satisfaction
Great moment of truth
Opportunity for great
accomplishment

11

42
34
27
14
19
10
43

.92
.58
.74
.84

succeed
for
meaning
searching

11

Item
Number
2
12
25
. 33
17

.80
.84

Correlation
Coefficient
Biggest uncertainty
Greatest mystery
I don't know
A question mark
End of known, beginning
of unknown

.78
.75
.82
.81
.72

.70

Factor 3
Lonely Defeat ..

Defeat in struggle to
Destruction of chance
self realization
Failure in search for
An event that stifles
goals
End of one's hope
The final misery
A lonely experience

Factor 2
Uncertainty

11

.77

36

.80
.73

41

.76
.66
.68
.61

4
18

Factor 4
Final Test

11

Chance to meet last test of
1ife
Chance to show what you've
stood for
Test of commitment to life
values
Guilt in not providing for
family

.78
.78
.73
•. 57

(J1

_,
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Table 25 Continued

11

Factor 5
Forgettable Isolation ..
Correlation
Coefficient

Item
Number
22
24
26
11

To be shrugged off and forgotten
Conclusion to a time of isolation
Reason for feeling guilty
The fate of falling by the
wayside

11

31
8
37

11

.66
.68
.65

.65

Item
Number
9
23
16
5

Factor 7
Unimportant 11

Unimportant in scheme of things
Making no difference one way
or another
Of little consequence

Correlation
Coefficient
Part of the cycle of life
Final act in harmony
with existence
A natural asp_ect of 1ife
Neither feared or welcome

11

.81

.71
.72

Factor 6
Natural Har-mony 11

6
39

.76

.71

.65
.67

Factor 8
Leaving Family ..

Leaving dependants vulnerable
Leaving family to fend for
itself

.86

.86

.......
01

N
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Table 26
Comparison of Spilka and Gillespie Death
Perspective Factor: 11 Reward 11
Spilka 11 Afterlife
of Reward ..

Paraphrased Content
Doorway to heaven and happiness
Union with God, and bliss
Beginning of a better life
Leading to resurrection and reward
Entrance to place of ultimate
satisfaction
Great moment of truth
Opportunity for great accomplishment
Leading to cleansing and rebirth

*

+
+
+
+

*

+

Gillespie
11
Reward 11
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

+
(~)

(+) indicates inclusion in factor,
factor.

indicates exclusion from

Table 27
Comparison of Spilka and Gillespie Death
Perspective Factor: 11 Uncertainty 11

Paraphrased Content
Biggest uncertainty
Greatest mystery
I don't know
A question mark
End of known, beginning of unknown
Most ambiguous of life's perplexities

Spilka 11 Afterlife
of Reward ..
+
+

*

Gillespie
11
Reward 11
+
+

+

+

+
+
+

+
+

*

(+) indicates inclusion in factor, (-) indicates exclusion from
. factor.
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Table 28
Comparison of Spilka and Gillespie Death Perspective
Factor: .. Lonely Defeat ..
Spi lka
Fai lure

Paraphrased Content
Defeat in struggle to
Destruction of chance
realization
Failure in search for
An event that stifles
goals
End of one•s hope
The final misery
A lonely experience

11

succeed
for self
meaning
reaching

11

11

Gillespie
Lonely Defeat ..

+

+

+
+

+
+

+
+

+
+
+
+

(+) indicates inclusion in factor,
factor.

(~)

indicates exclusion from

Table 29
Comparison of Spilka and Gillespie Perspective
Factor: Fi nal Test ..
11

Paraphrased Content
Meeting last test of life
Fidelity to personal values
Commitment to life values
Guilt in not providing for family
A time to refuse defeat
Chance for accomplishment
Great moment of truth

Spilka
COurage
11

+
+
+

11

11

Gillespie
Fi nal Defeat ..
+
+
+
+

+
+
+

(+) indicates inclusion in factor, (-) indicates exclusion from
factor.
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Test...
11

..Forgettable Isolation .. is markedly different from Spilka•s

Pain 11 items (see Table 30).

The content is somewhat mixed and not
11

really substantively similar to

Pain 11 in theme.

Four

of Spilka•s do not load on the Gillespie factor.

11

Pain 11 items

..Natural Harmony ..

is somewhat similar to Spilka•s .. Natural End 11 except for differences
on two items (see Table 31).

11

Unimportant 11 is similar to Spilka•s

.. Indifference, .. except two of Spilka•s items are not included in the
Gillespie factor (see Table 32).
two items.

11

Finally,

Leaving Family .. has only

These are part of Spilka•s .. Forsaking .. group (Table 33).

A research decision was made to use the Gillespie Death-Perspective factors for all further analyses.
decision

with

substantive
( .. Forgettable

and

the

This decision, as was the

Religious-Orientation

statistical
I so 1ati on .. )

With

evidence.
the

factors,

factors

the

fit

was

based

one

exception

together

on

we 11

Table 30
Comparison of Spilka and Gillespie Death Perspective
Factor: .. Forgettable Isolation ..

Paraphrased Content

Spilka
11
Pain 11

To be shrugged off and forgotten
Conclusion to a time of isolation
Reason for feeling guilty
The fate of falling by the wayside
Last agonizing moment
The final misery
Ulti~ate anguish and torment
A lonely experience
+ indicates inclusion in factor,
factor.

11

Gillespie
Forgett ab 1e ..
11
Isolation 11
+

+
+
+

+
+
+

+
+
+

-

indicates exclusion from
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Table 31
Comparison of Spilka and Gillespie Death-Perspective
Factor: .. Natural Harmony ..
Spilka
.. Natural End..

Paraphrased Content

Part of the cycle of life
Final act in harmony with existence
A natural aspect of life
Neither feared or welcome
Comes because of normal passage
of time

Gillespie
..Natural Harmony ..

+

+

+

+

+

+

+
+

+ indicates inclusion in factor, - indicates exclusion from factor.

Table 32
Comparison of Spilka and Gillespie DeathPerspective Factor: Unimportant
11

Paraphrased Content

II

Unimportant in scheme of things
Making no difference
Of little consequence
Neither feared nor welcome
To be shrugged off and forgotten

11

Spilka
Indifference..

11

Gillespie
Unimportant

+
+
+

11

+
+
+

+
+

+ indicates inclusion in factor, - indicates exclusion from

substantively.

In addition, the high factor loadings and the very

high correlations seen in the item analyses provide statistical
support for the decision.

Because the present samp 1e is very di f-

ferent from Spilka•s and the difference in content of the factors has
both substantive and statistical support, it is logical to use the

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

157

Table 33
Comparison of Spilka and Gillespie Death
Perspective Factor: "Leaving Fami ly 11

Paraphrased Content
Leaving dependants vulnerable
Leaving family to fend for itself
Forsaking of loved ones
Guilt in not providing for family
Reason for feeling guilty

11

Spilka
Forsaking"
+
+
+

Gillespie
"Leaving Fami ly 11
+
+

+
+

+ indicates inclusion in factor, - indicates exclusion from factor.

Gillespie factors in further analyses. The limitation of sample size
is not a barrier because the size was within acceptable boundaries
for factor analyses.
Factor Analyses of Death Perspective
Scale by benom1nat1onal Group
This scale, like the Religious Orientation scale, was also
subjected to exploratory factor analyses by denominational group to
determine the possible influences of affiliation on factor structures
and content. Again, sample size is a limitation, but because this is
an exploratory study the analysis is nevertheless completed. The
items and groupings for the three religious groups and the full
sample on the Death-Perspective Scale are shown in Appendix H.

All

items included loaded above .5.
The material in Appendix H is presented primarily for exploratory comparison.

The Southern Baptist group appears to be the
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closest to the full sample.

Some factors had no resemblance to the

factors of other groups or the full sample (note Catholics on
11

Unimportant 11 and all groups on

11

Leaving Family. II

factors do not fit together substantively.

Many of the

This may well be the

result of small sample size.
Summary of Factor Analyses of
Death Perspect1ve Scale
In this section factors emerge which differ somewhat from
Spil ka •s factors. The Gi 11 espie factors are compared to the Spi 1ka
factors.

They are then subjected to item analyses by factor, and a

decision is made and supported to use the Gillespie factors for
finally,

further analyses.

the items are factor analyzed by

denominational group to explore the effect of affiliation on factor
groupings.
Summary of the Scales
In

the first

part

of this

section the two

scales

are

re-i nt reduced and an i tem-by-i tern presentation is made of the data
collected for each scale (mean score and standard deviation for each
group).

An item analysis for each total scale is presented.

In the

second part of this section the two sea1es, subjected to factor
analyses,

reveal

factors different from those of Spilka.

The

Gillespie factors which emerge are compared to the Spilka factors and
are item analyzed by factor.

Finally, the scales are factor analyzed

by denominational group to explore the effect of denominational
affiliation on factor groupings.
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As discussed in detail in this

section~

a research decision was

made to use the Gillespie factors for further analyses.

This

decision is based on substantive and statistical evidence.
Analysis of Research Questions
I nt ro.duct ion
In this section the research questions are ex ami ned one at a
time with a discussion of appropriate statistics which are utilized
to answer each question.

To

ing in this exploratory study.

reiterate~

Rather~

there is no hypothesis testanswers are sought to explor-

atory questions and statistical analysis is used to increase the confidence which may be placed in the findings.
In all the analyses in this
instead of raw-scale scores.

section~

factor scores are used

A factor score is a weighted score

derived by multiplying standard scale scores of each item by the
factor-score coefficient. The result is a score which is weighted by
the amount of variance explained within each factor.

This is a more

precise score to use for computation (Dixon & Brown, pp.

661-662~

1979). The median is represented by zero and the extremes by 1. The
scale score is a very accurate interval

score~

much more precise than

the raw scale score.
· The remainder of this chapter is a presentation of the analyses
of the research question deve1oped in this study.
testable hypotheses but
exploratory

are~ rather~

These are not

questions designed to guide this

s~udy.
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Question 1: Will Denominational
Aff1l1at1on Be Assoc1ated w1th
Death Perspect1ves?
To answer this question, analysis of variance is used with Conservative Jewish, Roman Catholic, and Southern Baptists as the source
of variations.

Analysis of variance is computed for each of the

eight death factors.
follows:

(1)

The presentation of this analysis is as

a summary of the analysis of variance for each variable

with the degrees of freedom, sum of squares, mean squares, and F
score, (2) the estimate of means for the eight death factors, and (3)
the levels of significance for the differences that are found among
the three denominations presented tabularly.
A summary of the analysis of variance for each of the eight
factors is given in Table 34.
As is indicated in Table 34 (with asterisks),

there are

significant differences found in the factor means of three factors
(the t-test was used to determine level of significance).
11

11

11

Reward

11

is an orientation toward afterlife happiness, a beginning of a better
1i fe.

11

Uncertai nty.. is uncertainty and mystery.

leaving family vulnerable.

11

Leavi ng Fami ly is
11

In Table 35 is given the estimate of

means for each denominational group on each of the Death Perspective
factors in terms of factor scores.

A negative score indicates a

disagreement with the factor items.

A positive score represents

agreement.
On
11

11

Reward.. the Conservative Jewish groups disagree with the

Afterl ife

11

perspective.

The Roman Catholics and Southern Baptists
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Table 34
Summary of One Way Analysis of Variance of Gillespie's
Death-Perspective Factors
Source of Variation = Conservative
Jewish vs. Roman Catholic vs.
Southern Baptist

df

Sum of
Squares

Mean
Squares

F

Reward

2

45.50

22.75

46.83*

Uncertainty

2

24.60

12.30

17.11*

Lonely Defeat

2

1.47

.74

.85

Final Test

2

.91

.45

.44

Forgettable
Isolation

2

.07

.04

.04

Natural Harmony

2

2.65

1.32

1.31

Unimportant

2

.81

.41

.40

Leaving Family

2

12.37

6.19

6.96**

Factors

* p < .001
**p< .01 (determined by t test
11

11

)

agree, with the former having the strongest agreement score.
11

On

Uncertai nty" the Southern Baptists disagree with the "Uncertain"

perspective, while Roman Catholics mildly agree and

Conservative

Jewish agree more strongly. On "Leaving Family, the Roman Catho 1i cs
11

disag~ee

with the "Forsaking family perspective, while the
11

Conser~a-

tive Jewish and Southern Baptist groups agree (the Southern Baptists
most strongly agreeing). The patterns and levels of significance for
these

three

factors

( Reward,
11

11

"Uncertainty,"

and

11

Leaving
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Table 35
Estimate of Means for Gillespie•s Death Factors
by Religious Denomination
Death
Factor
Reward
1*
Uncertainty
2*

Roman
Catholic

Southern
Baptist

.62

• 31

.65

• 13

-.64

• 15

-.16

-.10

-.15

-.01

•l 0

-.02

.04

.04

.01

.20

-.21

.03

-.13

.l 0

• 19

-.53

.32

Conservative
Jewish

-1.0

Lonely Defeat
3

Final Test
4

Forgettable
Isolation
5

Natural Harmony
6

Unimportant
7

Leaving Family
8

*Significant difference (level indicated on Table 33)
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Family .. ) are presented in the next three tables. Table 36 indicates
the pattern and levels of significance for Reward ...
11

Also as seen in Table 36, there is no significant difference
between Catholics and Baptists on Reward.
11

11

This is the factor which

primarily focuses on afterlife of eternal life, joy, and reward.
There are significant differences between Roman Catholics and Conservative Jews, and between Southern Baptists and Conservative Jews. The
Catholics and Baptists associate death with afterlife more than the
Jews.
Table 36
Levels of Significance for Denominational Differences
on Reward of Death Perspective
11

11

Conservative
Jewish

Roman
Catholic

Conservative Jewish

.001**

Roman Catha 1i c

Southern
Baptist
.001
NS*

Southern Baptist
*No significant difference
**Determined by t-test"
11

The levels of significance of the differences among the groups
is shown in Table 37.
11

Uncertainty

unknown.

11

is

the factor

which

characterizes death as

There are significant differences among all the denomina-

tions here.

From the estimate of means it is evident that the Con-

servative Jews associate death with the unknown more than the
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Table 37
levels of Significance* for Denominational Differences
on .. Uncertainty .. factor of Death Perspective ·
Conservative
Jewish
Conservative
Jewish·

Roman
Catholic

Southern
Baptist

.05

.001

Roman Catha 1ic

.001

Southern Baptist
* Determined by t-test
11

Catholics.

11

The Catholics fall in the middle with the Baptists scar-

ing negatively on death as .. Uncertainty ...
Table 38 presents the levels of significance of the differences
among the three groups on .. leaving Family ...
Table 38
levels of Significance for Denominational Difference
on 11 leaving Family .. Factor of Death Perspective
Conservative
Jewish
Conservative
Jewish
Roman Catho 1i c

Roman
Catholic

.01**

Southern
Baptist

NS*
.001

Southern Baptist
*No significant difference
**Determined by 11 t-test ..
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For .. Leaving Family, .. which represents death as abandoning the
family to fend for itself, interesting data is shown that indicates a
significant difference between Roman Catholics and Conservative
a difference between Roman Catholics and the Southern

Jewish,

Baptists, but no difference between Southern Baptists and Conservative Jews.

The Roman Catholics do not see death in terms of leaving

the family vulnerable to fend for itself, but the conservative Jewish
and Southern Baptists lean more toward death in those terms.
To summarize and answer Question One, it is clear that denomin ati on a1 affiliation is to a certain extent associ ated with death
perspectives. There were differences on three death perspective factors:

11

Reward, .. "Uncertainty, .. and

11

Leaving Family ... Not only were

there differences among Christians and Jews, but on Leaving Family ..
11

a difference between Christian denominations.

While there are not

differences on all of the factors, the fact that significant differences do exist in these factors allows one to give a yes answer to
11

Research Question 1.

11

In Chapter 4 the position taken was that if

there were significant differences on two or more factors the
question would be answered positively.

The implications of these

findings are discussed in detail in Chapter 6.
Question 2: Will Religious Orientation
Act as an Interven1ng Var1able
between Denom1nat1onal Aff1l1ation
and Death Perspect1ves?
1.

Will

committed-intrinsic religious

positively with

11

orientation correlate

positive .. death perspectives and negatively with

.. negative .. death perspectives?
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2. Will consensual-extrinsic religious orientation be negatively associ ated with "positive" death perspectives and positively
associated with "negative" death perspectives?
The first

part of

this

question is overlapped by using

multiple-regression analysis with dummy variables.

By treating reli-

gious orientation as a durrmy variable, the additional variance
explained by adding the religious-orientation factor can be calculaHence it can be determined if religious orientation enhances

ted.

the explanatory power of religious orientation.
Part 1 and 2 are evaluated by using correlation (Pearson "r")
and stepwise-regression analysis.

These help to statistically

calculate the association between the various factors.
Religious Orientation as
Interven1ng Var1able
The question of the intervening impact of religious orientation
betwee·n denominational affiliation and death perspectives is explored
by using a series of eight multiple-regression analyses with the
death-perspective factors ("Reward," "Uncertainty," "Lonely Defeat,"
"Final Test," "Forgettable Isolation," "Natural Harmony,"
tant, .. and .. Leaving Fami.ly

11

)

11

Unimpor-

as dependent variables (one factor for

each analysis in.the series). The independent variables are the four
re 1igi ous-orientati on factors and re 1igi ous affi 1i ati on represented
as dummy variables.

This method allows the determination of whether

religious orientation can add to the amount of variance which can be
explained (in any of the death perspectives) by religious affiliation
alone.
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In the multiple-regression analysis, religious orientation acts
as an intervening variable on two death factors
.. Uncertainty .. ).

( 11 Reward, .. and

The specifics of the relationships for those two

factors is shown in the following two tables.

The relationship

between religious affiliation and religious orientation and

11

Reward 11

is shown in Table 39.
Table 39
Relationship between Religious Affiliation, Religious
Orientation and 11 Reward 11 as Dependent Variable

V~riable

Independent

Religious Affiliation:

Correlation
Coefficient

Level of
Significance

Death Attitude
Variance Explained
11
Reward 11

.79

.001

54%

.13
.26
.18
.06

.001
.05

Religious Orientation:
Permeating
Uti 1 itari an
Ceremonial
Behavioral

*

*

12%
(Total for all
religious orientation factors)
66%
Total Variance
Explained

It

can

be

seen

that while more variance is explained by

religious affiliation, that an additional 12% of the variance in
death
11

as

11

Reward 11

Uti 1itari an 11

and

is
11

explained

Ceremonial 11

by

religious

orientations

orientation,
have

and

significant
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relationships with death as

11

Reward ...

Conversely, .. Permeating .. and

.. Behavioral .. orientations are not related to death as "Reward .. when
combined with religious affiliation.
The relationships between religious affiliation and religious
orientation and .. Uncertainty" are indicated in Table 40.
Table 40
Relationship between Religious Affiliation, Religious
Orientation and "Uncertainty" as Dependent Vari ab 1e

Independent Variable
Religious Affiliation

level of
Significance

Death Attitude
Variance
Explained
"Uncertainty ..

.56

.001

28%

-.09
.30
-.04
.28

*
.001
*
.01

17%

Correlation
Coefficient

Religious Orientation:
Permeating
Uti 1itari an
Ceremonial
Behavioral

45%
Total Variance
Explained
*No significance

Again religious affiliation explains more variance than does
religious orientation, but an additional 17% of variance is explained
by religious orientation. "Utilitarian.. and .. Behavioral.. orientations
are both significantly related to death as

.. Uncertainty .. when
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combined with religious affiliation.

The Permeating and Ceremonial

orientations have no significant relationship with death as

11

Uncer-

tainty. 11
In summary of part one for Question 2, religious orientation
acts as an intervening variable between religious affiliation and
death perspectives On tWO death factOrS ( 11 Reward 11 and
11

Uti 1itari an 11 and

and

11

11

11

Uncertainty 11 ) .

Ceremoni al 11 orientations are related to

Utilitarian 11 and

11

Behavioral 11 are related to

11

11

Reward 11

Uncertainty ...

Religious Orientation and 11 Positive 11
and "Negabve 11 Death Factors
To explore the relationships suggested in parts one and two of
Question 2, first correlations coefficients were calculated between
the Religious Orientations and Death Perspectives.

Next a stepwise-

regression analysis of the death factors was computed with the
religious factors as independent variables.
are presented first

in Table 41.

The correlational data

The questions used Spilka•s

terminology which· differs from that which emerged from the factor
analyses.

For purposes of analysis of the questions, the Gillespie

factors and terminologies are used.
The religion factor,
factor

11

Reward 11

.,Forgettable

·~Permeating,~~

and inversely to

Isolation, 11

and

11

is related directly to death

Uncertainty, 11

11

.,Unimportant. 11

While

weaknesses discussed earlier in the use of the terms
11

there

are

"Positive~~

and

Negative, 11 there is evidence here that .,Permeating .. respondents have

factor scores which are associated directly with
(

Lonely Defeat, ..

11

Reward 11 )

and inversely with

11

11

Positive 11 factors

Negative 11 factors ( 11 Failure 11
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Table 41

>\

Correlations (Pearson r) or Gillespie•s Religious
Orientation and Death-Perspective Factors
Religious
Factor 1
Permeating
Reward

Religious
Factor 2
Uti 1itari an

Religious
Factor 3
Ceremonial

Religious
Factor 4
Behavioral

.42**

.12*

.12*

.05

Uncertainty

-.22**

.34**

.18*

.27**

Lonely Defeat

-.29**

.26**

.17*

.09

.01

.09

Final Test

.08

-.02

Forgettable
Isolation

-.33**

.04

.01

-.04

-.20

-.18*

Unimportant

-.36**

.04

-.10

-.16*

Leaving Family

-.04

.15*

.00

.09

Natural Harmony

.19*

-.22**

**Significant at .01 level
*Significant at .05
It might be noted that

11

Permeating .. is not related

significantly to another negati ve .. factor, ( Leaving Family .. ).
11

11

The religion factor ( Utilitarian
11

with death factor
This

parti~lly

11

Uncertai nty

11

11

)

is significantly associated

and death factor

11

Lone ly Defeat.

II

supports the perspective that .. Utilitarian .. orienta-

tion would be associated directly with .. Negative .. perspectives. There
is not evidence here of negative associations with .. Positive ..
perspectives.
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The religious factor, .. Ceremonial, .. is weakly positively correlated with death factor
tab 1e I so 1ati on,..

Uncertai nty

11

'

11

and .. Natura 1 Harmony...

consensual ( Ceremonial
11

11

11
)

Lonely Defeat,

II

11

Forget-

The perspective that

orientation would be directly correlated

with "Pain .. and .. Failure .. is weakly supported, but no inverse correlation to .. positive" perspectives is in evidence.
Religious factor, "Behavioral, .. is associated positively with
death factor .. Uncertainty" and .. Natural Harmony, .. and negatively with
death factors "Forgettable Isolation .. and .. Unimportant...

There is

some resemblance between "Permeating .. and .. Behavioral .. in the pattern
of correlations with the death factors, with the marked exception of
the relationships to .. Uncertainty... The correlation with this factor
is positive in one instance and negative in the other.

The

perspective that would expect a direct correlation between .. Permeating .. and "Positive .. death perspectives is not supported by the evidence. There is, however, an inverse association with one 11 Negative ..
factor ( 11 Forgettable Isolation 11 ) .
Further analyses of the issues raised in Question 2 consists of
a stepwise-regression analysis of the death-perspective factors. The
death factors are separately analyzed as dependent variables to
ascertain their relationships to the independent variables (religious
orientations reported as multiple-correlation coefficients).

The

program enters the independent variable into the equation first.

The

next variable entered is the one which has the highest partial
correlation with the dependent variable partialed on the variables
which have already been added.

It is the variable which, if it were
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f

added, would have the highest
value of 4.0 was set.

value.

For this study a minimum F

No further steps are taken if there is no var-

iable which exceeds that value.

In addition to the multiple-

correlation coefficient a cumulative proportion of variance explained
(by factor)

is calculated.

A summary of the stepwise program is

presented in Table 42.
The religion factor, "Permeating," is a significant predictor of
"Reward."

This is consistent with the data presented in Table 41

(correlation of the two scales).

Religion factors, "Utilitarian,"

"Behavioral," and "Permeating" are all significant predictors of
"Uncertainty."
tors

This is also consistent with Table 41.

Religion fac-

"Permeating" and "Uti 1itari an" are both significantly asso-

ciated with death factor "Lonely Defeat."

The association (as seen

also in Table 41 is negative with "Permeating" and positive with
"Utilitarian."

No significant predictors are found for death factor

"Final Test."

This is also consistent with the correlation in Table

41 where it was shown that no significant correlations with "Final
Test

existed."

"Forgettable

"Permeating" and "Behavioral."

Isolation"

Table

however.
41

significant
analysis.

shows

"Natural
two

enough

Harmony"

weak
to

be

two

predictors:

The correlations in Table 41 present

data consistent with this analysis.
one,

has

The correlation is a negatiye
has no significant predictors.

correlations are shown which are not
entered

in

the

step-wise

regression

Religion factor, "Permeating," is a significant predictor

of death factor "Unimportant."

The relationship is an inverse one

which is clearly shown by the correlation coefficient in Table 41.
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Table 42
Stepwise Regression of Death Scales
Data Summary

Dependent
Variable

Steps

Variable Entered

Multiple
Correlation
Coefficient

Proportion
of
Variance
Explained

Reward

1

Permeating

.423

.179*

Uncertainty

1
2
3

Utilitarian
Behavioral
Permeating

.343
.437
.491

.118*
.191*
.241*

Lonely Defeat

1
2

Permeating
Uti 1itari an

.285
.384

.081*
.147*

Permeating
Behavioral

.329
.393

.108*
.154*

.355

.126*

Final Test
Forgettable
Isolation

None

1
2

Natural Harmony

None

Unimportant
Leaving Family

Permeating
None

*Significant at .01 level
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To summarize, the two religious-orientation factors which are
closest

to

Spilka's

11

positi ven death factor

related to any
related to

Intrinsic-Conmitted 11

11

11

11

tion ...

11

negati Ve 11 death factors

.. Permeating-

11

The

11

11

Behavioral 11 is not directly
..Permeating .. is inversely

Uncertai nty, II

11

Lonely Defeat, II

Behavioral 11 factor is directly

Uncertainty .. and inversely related to .. Forgettable Isola-

This provides significant support for part one of Question 2,

which suggests
11

Reward. 11

positive 11 death factors.

and .. Forgettable Isolation...
related to

and

In the above analyses .. Permeating .. is related directly

Behavioral...
to

11

11

Committed-intrinsic 11 would correlate directly with

positive 11 death perspectives and indirectly with .. negative .. death

perspectives.
The

two

The findings do not entirely fit a nyes .. answer.
factors

Consensual .. factors are

which fit closest to Spilka's
11

Utilitarian-Ceremonial. 11

factor was not related to any death factors.
tor was directly related to the

11

.. Extrinsic-

The .. Ceremonial"

The 11 Utilitarianu fac-

Uncertain 11 factor, which could be

considered .. negative, .. and also the .. Lonely Defeat .. factor, also
.. negative...

This provides a limited nyes .. answer to part two of

Question 2.

There were no inverse relationships to the

11

posi- tive ..

death factors to further support a .. yes .. answer.
Summary to Question 2
The first part is answered

Question 2 has three sections.

positively because by multiple-regression analysis it is shown that
on two death factors ( 11 Reward 11 and

11

tion acts as an intervening variable.

Uncertainty 11 ) religious orienta11

Utilitarian 11 and

11

Ceremonial 11
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orientations are related to "Reward", and "Utilitarian" and "Behavioral" Orientations are related to "Uncertainty".
Part one, which suggested a direct relationship between "Permeating" and "positive" death perspective, receives a fairly strong
"yes" answer because "Permeating" is directly related to "Reward" and
inversely rel.ated to "Uncertainty," "Lonely Defeat," and, finally,
"Forgettable Isolation."

Somewhat contradictory is the direct rela-

tionship between "Behavioral" and "Uncertain."

But supportive of a

"yes" answer is the inverse relationship between "Behavioral" and
"Forgettable Isolation."
Part two, which suggests a direct relationship of Utilitarian to
"negative" death perspectives, can only be given a weak "yes"
because "Utilitarian" was directly related to "Uncertainty" and
Lonely Defeat."

There was no further support for any of the re 1a-

tionships suggested by part two.
Question 3: Within the Clergy, Will Age,
Educat1on, Mar1tal Status, and Per1od
of T1me 1n the Clergy Be Assoc1ated
w1th Any Other Factors 1n the Study?
To answer this question one-way analysis of variance is computed
for each of the factors above as independent variables with the Religious-Orientation and Death-Perspective Scales used as dependent variables.

There are no significant relationships (.05 level) between

age and any factors on the Religious-Orientation or Death-Perspective
Scales.

There are significant relationships between education and

factors on both scales.

Period of time in the clergy has no signifi-

cant relationship with the Religious Orientation factors, but is
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significantly associated with one Death Perspective factor.
The analysis of variance data are presented for the variables
that were significantly related in the order of introduction in Question 2:

education and period of time in the clergy. The presenta-

tion of the analysis is the same for each variable.
follows:

It is as

(1) a summary of the analysis of variance for each variable

with the degree of freedom, sum of squares, mean squares, and F
scores; (2) the estimate of means for the factor; and (3) the levels
of significance for the differences that are discovered among the
variables studied.
Education and Religious Orien.tation
To discover the relationship between educational level and the
Religious-Orientation Factors, the clergy group was divided into four
groups:

non-college graduate, college graduate, master•s degree, and

doctor•s degree.

Analysis of variance was then computed with the

Religion-Orientation factors as dependent variables and educational
1eve 1 as an independent vari ab 1e.

A summary of the resu 1ts of the

analysis of variance for each of the four Religious-Orientation
Factors is presented in Table 43.
As is indicated in Table 43, there is a significant difference
in the means of the three educational levels on Factor 2 (Utilitarian) on the Religious-Orientation Scale.

The estimate of means for

each factor by educational group is given in Table 43. · A negative
score indicates disagreement with the factor items. A positive score
represents agreement.
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Table 43
Summary of One Way Analysis of Variance of Gillespie's
Religious Orientation Factors
Source of Variation: Non-College Graduate vs. College
Graduate vs. Masters vs. Doctors
Religious
Orientation
Factors

df

Sum of
Squares

Mean
Squares

Permeating 1

3

6.04

2.01

2.09

Utilitarian

3

10.20

3.40

3.72*

Ceremonial

3

5.22

1.74

1.79

Behavi ora 1

3

2.22

.74

.73

*p

< .01

F

("t-test")

The differences in means are apparent from examining Table 44.
The only significant differences exist on the "Utilitarian" factor.
The "Non-Co 11 ege Graduate" and the Master's Degree" respondents both
have negative scores on this factor. They do not view religion from
a uti 1itarian perspective.

The "College Graduates" and "Doctor's

Degree" clergy score positively and hence see religion from a utilitarian perspective or have a utilitarian orientation.

The pattern

and levels of significance for the difference on Factor 2 are shown
in Table 45.
There are significant differences between non-college graduates
and

college graduates,

with the college graduates being more

utilitarian than the non-graduates.

There is no difference between

less non-college-graduate and master_'s-level clergy," but a significant difference between non-college graduates and those holding
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Table 44
Estimate of Means for Gillespie•s Religious
Factors by Educational Level
Less than
College
Graduate

College
Graduate

Masters

Doctors

.23

.38

-.23

.05

Utilitarian:*

-.52

.41

-.22

.42

Ceremonial:

-.54

-.08

.004

.45

Behavioral:

.36

-.01

.02

-.30

Death
Factors
Permeating:

*Significant difference in means (see Table 42 for level of significance)

Table 45
Levels of Significance for Educational Differences on
Util itari an .. Factor of Religious Orientation Scale
11

Less than
College
Graduate

College
Graduate

Masters

Doctors

Less than
College Graduate
College Graduate
Masters
Doctors

.05
NS*
.05

.01
NS

.05

*No significant difference
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doctor's degrees.

There is also a significant difference between

college graduates and those with master's degrees and between those
with

and those

master's

holding

doctorates.

No

significant

difference exists between co 11 ege graduates and those with doctorates.

There are then similarities between college graduates and

those with doctorates (positive orientation) and similarities between
those without college degrees and those with master's degrees
(negative orientation).
Education and Death Perspective
The relationship between education and the Death Perspective
Factors are explored through the use of one-way analysis of variance,
with educational level as the independent variable and Death Perspective as the dependent variable.

The summary of the analysis of

variance for each of the eight factors is presented in Table 46.
In Table 46 significant differences in the factor means of
"Reward .. are shown.

A fuller picture of the relationships is given

with a comparison of the means of factor scores in Table 47.

A

negative score indicates a disagreement with the factor items while a
positive score represents agreement.
Only .. Reward.. shows si gni fi cant differences of means.
groups

with

less

education

The two

(non-college graduates and college

graduates) both have a positive orientation to death as bringing
resurrection and reward.

The two groups with more education (Masters

and Doctors) see this negatively.
negative.

The

pattern

and

The Doctors group by far are most

levels

of

significance

of these
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Table 46
Summary of One Way Analysis of Variance of Gillespie's Death
Perspective Factor
Source of Variation: Non-College Graduate vs. College
Graduate vs. Masters vs. Doctors
Death
Factors

df

Reward

3

Uncertainty

Sum of
Squares

Mean
Squares

F

16.85

5.62

6.71*

3

5.44

1.81

1.89

Lonely Defeat

3

2.70

.90

1.04

Final Test

3

2.37

.79

.79

Forgettable
Isolation

3

.81

.27

.27

Natural Harmony

3

1.42

.47

.46

Unimportant

3

2.96

.99

.99

Leaving Family

3

.60

.20

.19

* p < .001 (t-test)

educational differences is indicated in Table 48.
There is no significant difference between non-college graduates
and co 11 ege graduates regarding "Reward...

There are, however, a

significant difference between non-college graduates and master's
degree people and between college graduates and master's degree
holders.

There are further significant differences between non-

co 11 ege graduates and ho 1ders of doctorates as we 11 as differences
between holders of doctorates and college graduates.

It is apparent

that there are two groups educationally re 1ated to this factor.
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Table 47
Estimate of Means for Gillespie's Death Perspective
Factors by Educational Level

Death
Factors

Less than
College
Graduate

College
Graduate

Masters

Doctors

Reward:*

.64

.52

-.20

-.68

Uncertainty:

-.32

-.32

.23

.07

Lonely Defeat:

-.12

-.02

-.15

.38

Final Test:

.06

.06

.04

-.43

Forgettable
Isolation:

.31

.006

-.03

.04

Natural Harmony:

-.17

-.16

.04

.20

Unimportant:

-.47

-.15

.12

.04

.02

.09

-.08

•10

Leaving Family:

* Significant differences in mean
Non-co 11 ege graduates and co 11 ege graduates constitute the first
group with attitudes that associate death with an afterl .fe of
reward.

Those holding master's degrees and doctorates make up the

second group that do not hold that perspective to the same degree.
It must be kept in mind that the two lower groups are predominantly
Baptists, and the two upper groups are Catholics and Jews.
Length of Time in the
Clergy and Death Factor
Finally, one-way analysis of variance is used to explore the
relationship between the length of time in the clergy and the
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Table 48
Levels of Significance for Educational Difference on
Afterlife of Reward .. of Death Perspective Scale
11

Less than
College
Graduate

College
Graduate

Masters

Doctors

Less than
College Graduate
College Graduate

NS*

Masters

.05

.01

Doctors

.01

.001

NS*

*No significant difference
Religious

Orientation Scale

and

Death-Perspectives Scale.

No

significant relationship ( t-test, .05 level) exists between length
11

of clergy time and the Religious-Orientation Factors.

There is,

however, a relationship between time in the clergy and one of the
death factors.

A summary of the analysis of variance for each of the

eight death factors by length of time in the clergy is presented in
Table 49.
In Table 49 significant differences are revealed in the means by
time in the clergy on .. Natural Harmony...

The estimate of means for

each denominational group on each of the death perspective factors in
terms of factor scores is given in Table 50.

A negative score

represents disagreement with the factor items while a positive score
represents agreement.
The group with the least time in the clergy and those with the
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Table 49
One-Way Analysis of Variance of Gillespie•s Religious
Orientation Factors
Source of Variation = Time in Clergy~ Less than 10 years,
10 - 20 years, 20 - 30, more than 30
Death
Factors

df

Sum of
Squares

Mean
Squares

Reward

3

3.14

1.05

1.05

Uncertainty

3

3.46

1.15

1.18

Lonely Defeat

3

3.03

1.01

1.18

Final Test

3

1.35

.45

.44

Forgettable
Isolation

3

.93

.31

• 31

Natural Harmony

3

11.84

3.95

4.37*

Unimportant

3

1.61

.54

.53

Leaving Family

3

.09

.03

.03

*p

< .01

F

(*t-test)

most time view death least as Natural Harmony (Table 50), with the
middle groups ho 1ding to the perspective that death
Harmony.

is Natura 1

The patterns and levels of significance for these differen-

ces are presented in Table 51.
As is indicated in Table 51, there is no significant difference
between the less-than-10-year group and any other time group.

The

10-20-year group is significantly different from the more-than-30year group, as also is the 20-30-year group.

Those in the clergy
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Table 50
Estimate of Means for Gillespie's Death Perspective
Factor by Time in the Clergy

Death
Factors

Less than
10 years

10 - 20

20 - 30

More
than
30

Reward

-.31

-.11

.18

•18

Uncertainty

-.20

-.08

.33

-.07

lonely Defeat

-.34

-.13

.19

.03

Final Test

-.06

.04

.11

-.23

Forgettable
Isolation

-.11

-.05

.16

.06

Natural Harmony *

-.15

.21

.31

-.66

.07

-.15

.17

-.10

-.06

-.01

.04

.02

unimportant
Leaving Family

*Significant differences in means

over 30 years do not see death as "Natural Harmony" as do those who
have been in the clergy 10-30 years.
To summarize and answer question three, education, marital
status, and length of time in the clergy are related to factors in
one or both of the scales used in this research.

The extent of

relationship is limited, although the relationships warrant further
discussion.

There is further exploration of the meaning and

implications of the association in Chapter 6.
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Table 51
Level of Significance for Time in Clergy Difference on
"Natural Harmony" of Death
·
Perspective Scale
10 Years
or Less

10 - 20
Years

20 - 30
Years

30 Yrs.
or More

10 years or less
10 to 20 years

NS*

20 to 30 years

NS*

NS

30 years or more

NS

.01

.01

* No significant differences

Summary of Chapter 5
This chapter began with a description of the samp 1e and a summary of the data collected for the study.

Next the scales were

analyzed and factors emerged from factor analyses which were utilized
in answering the research questions.

The next section focused on the

three research questions:
Question 1:

Will denominational affiliation be associated with

death perspectives?

Question 1 is answered "yes" because there were

significant differences among the three denominational groups on
three death perspectives ("Reward, Uncertainty, and Leaving Family").
Southern Baptists and Roman Catholics were similar to each other and
different from Conservative Jews on the "Reward" factor. On the
11

Uncertai nty" factor the Baptists were most "certain" whi 1e the

Catholics were less "certain" and the Conservative Jewish group the
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1east

11

Certai n...

On

11

Leavi ng Family .. the Jewish and Baptist groups

tended to see death as abandoning family which the Catholic did not.
Question 2:

Will religious orientation act as in intervening

variable between denominational affiliation and death perspectives?
Question 2 has three parts.

The first part is answered .. yes ..

b~cause

re 1i gi ous orientation acted as an intervening vari ab 1e on two death
factors
answered

( 11 Reward 11

and

yes 11

because

11

11

Uncertainty 11 ) .
"permeating"

The second part also was
religious

orientation

was

directly related to "positive" perspectives and inversely related to
"negative .. death factors.

The final part of Question 2 is given a

.weak "yes" because "Utilitarian" religious orientation was directly
related to "Uncertainty" and "Lonely Defeat."

But there was no fur-

ther support for a ..yes" answer.
Question 3:

Within the clergy, will age, educational level,

marital status, and length of time in the clergy be associated with
any other factors in the study? Question 3 is answered "yes .. because
education, marital status, and length of time in the clergy are
related to death and/or religious-orientation factors.
The meaning, limitations, and implications of these findings are
discussed at length in Chapter 6.
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CHAPTER VI
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS
This chapter commences with a brief summary of the material in
Chapters 1-4 followed by a more detailed look at Chapter 5.

The

discussion of Chapter 5 includes an overview of the demographic
characteristics of the sample.

This is followed by a discussion of

the findings, question by question.

The meaning, limitations, and

implications of the findings are discussed. The implications of this
study for the soci o1ogy of death and the soci o1ogy of re 1i gi on are
then discussed.
we 11 as theory. )

(Included are applications to body of knowledge as
Imp 1i cati ens and suggestions for further research

are also included. Finally, the significance and applications for
unrelated areas both in terms of knowledge and theory are explored.
Review of the Problem and Related Literature
This study was designed to explore the relationship of religious
belief

(denominational affiliation) and religious orientation to

death perspectives. There was particular interest in completing such
a study with a sample from the clergy.

Virtually no research has

been done which studies these issues among this group.
The literature which relates to this study reveals mixed
findings.

The findings seem to be related to the methodological

quality of the research.

The most recent and most sophisticated
187
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studies suggest that there is a relationship between religious
orientation and "negative" death perspectives.

However, the effect

of denominational affiliation is largely unknown.

Further, the

death-related attitudes and perspectives of the clergy are unknown.
Review of Theoretical Consideration
Chapter 3 examined three bodies of theory which were relevant to
this

research:

theories,

explicit death-related theories,

and social psychological theories.

institutional

Drawing on these

theories, a framework was developed to provide focus for this study.
This framework posits a relationship between denominational affiliation and death perspectives with the possibility that religious
orientation and demographic factors might influence the relationship.
From this framework, three major research questions emerged:
Question 1. Will denominational affiliation be associated with
death perspectives?
Question 2:
Part 1. Will religious orientation act as an intervening
variable between denominational affiliation and death perspectives?
Part

2. Will

committed-intrinsic

religious

orientation

correlate positively with "positive" death perspectives and negatively with "negative" death perspectives?
Question 3. Within the clergy, wi 11 age, educational level,
marital status, and length of time in the clergy be associated with
any other factors in the study?
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The relevance and meaning of the answers to these research
questions are reviewed later in this chapter.
Review of Method
The survey method of data collection was used in this study, a
questionnaire was developed which utilized scales constructed by
Spilka et al. (1977) for evaluating both religious orientation and
death perspectives.

Personal data were also included to collect

certain demographic and professional data. The clergy of three
denominational

groups

(Conservative Jewish,

Roman Catholic,

and

Southern Baptist) were selected and sampled randomly from Roman
Catholics and Southern Baptists in Michigan and from Conservative
Jews in· four Great Lakes states. The stati sti ca1 methods to be used
in evaluating the research questions were established.
Demographic Characteristics of Sample

Both the mean and median ages of the Southern Baptists were
younger than the other two groups. The reason for this is not clear.
It may represent higher growth rates among Baptists than the other
groups and the need for more young pastors to fill new pastorates. Or
it may be that with less education, and hence easier access, there
may be lower levels of commitment and higher rates of attrition for
Southern Baptists than in the other two groups.

Further research

would be needed to ascertain· the reason for the age differences.
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Education
The Conservative Jewish respondents had the highest percentage
( 68%) of graduates from one Seminary {Jewish Theo 1ogi ca1 Seminary).
One might conclude that this would lead to greater homogeneity of
thought than the other two groups.
be the case.

This, however, does not appear to

In Tables 2 and 3 (in Chapter 5) it was shown that item

standard de vi ati ons in responses for Conservative Rabbis are 1arger
than those standard deviations for the total sample.

This diversity

of thought is probably related to the lack of an authoritarian organizational structure as well as a long-standing tradition of theological diversity going back at least 2500 years.
The Conservative Jews also had the highest level of education.
This is probably due to many factors; one being the high value placed
on education by immigrant Jews as a means of upward mobility, and the
related fact that the Jewish clergy function in congregations that
are in general well educated.

Because of this the clergy seeks

education equal to or higher than that of those they serve.
The Roman Catholic clergy in this study had the second highest
level of education.
higher

This may be related to a long tradition of

learning among the clergy in the Church,

as· well

as

a

hierarchical organization which separates in many ways the "religious" from the lay person. One must go through a long process of
education

and

indoctrination

to

prove

oneself worthy

of

being

accepted into this "special" group.
The Roman Catha 1 i c group had the highest percentage ( 97%) of
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respondents who received their highest degree from denominationally
affiliated institutions.

This, along with a long history of clearly

defined and authoritatively protected dogma within a highly structured
thought.

hierarchical

system, has led to greater homogeneity of

The Catholic respondents had standard deviations that were

lower than the total group on the majority of items on both scales.
This may be a reflection of the factors mentioned above.
The Southern Baptist group had the lowest levels of education.
This may be related to the socio-economic status of the church population in general and the greater importance placed on "call" than on
education and training by the organization.
Marital Status
As expected; the Roman Catha 1i c group were a11 single. Marriage
is the norm for both the Southern Baptist and the Conservative Jewish
groups, and most of these religious leaders were married.

Only one

Jewish respondent was not married (he was widowed), and only one
Southern Baptist was not married (he was single). Since the marital
data were as might be expected, and because of the homogeneity of the
sample, no further evaluation of the effects of marital status was
included.
Age of Ordination
The median ages at ordination among the three groups were
similar (Conservative Jewish, 26; Roman .catholic, 27; and Southern
Baptist, 25).

The range was much greater in the Southern Baptist
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group {18-51) than in the ether two groups.
of

11

Once again, the matter

Call 11 may be a factor· related to the greater range among the

Southern Baptists. The Baptist church may ordain an 18-year-old who
is perceived to have received a 11 Call 11 from God.
may come much later in life to some.

Likewise the

11

Cal1 11

There is also some interaction

between age of ordination and education.

The Southern Baptists

appear to put much less emphasis on formal education of clerical
training than on

11

Call 11 in determining when ordination occurs.

allows the very young to be ordained.

This

The other two groups may not

reject the concept of 11 Call, .. but they still require a long period of
formal preparation prior to ordination, hence the age at ordination
is higher.
Review of Findings
Question 1: Will denominational
aff1l1at1on be assoc1ated
w1tfi death perspect1ves?
It

was

determined

that

there were differences

in

death

perspectives among the three denominational groups on three of the
eight factors:

.. Reward, .... Uncertainty, .. and .. Leaving Family ...

These

differences are examined in detail.
Reward
On the reward factor there was no significant difference between
the Roman Catha 1i cs and Southern Baptists.
death

with

an

.. afterlife

of reward ...

Both groups associ a ted
The Conservative Jewish
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respondents disagreed with the

·~Reward"

conceptualization and were

significantly different in this regard from both the Roman Catholics
and the Southern Baptists.
The findings here are as expected, given the focus on afterlife
in both the Christian groups as discussed in Chapter 1. It was
evident from discussion in Chapter 2 that while there was an element
of belief in afterlife in some Jewish thought, it was not as dominant
a view as in Christianity.

The meaning and nature of afterlife in

Judaism was obscure at best.

Therefore, to find significant

differences in views between Christians and Jews was not surprising.
These findings have significant implications for the role of the
c1ergy in how they re 1ate to death and dying.

If, indeed, the

Christian equates death with afterlife of reward, it would influence
his/her pastoral counseling with the terminally ill or the bereaved,
and it might have a positive effect in ameliorating the trauma of
death.

It is a1so concei vab1e that those who focus on an after1i fe

of reward might induce more anxiety or concern by suggesting that if
the dying person had high 1eve1s of be1i ef he/ she wou 1d not fear
death. Furthermore, it is possible that it might cheapen the present
life or make it less desirable for the dying and his/her family.

The

Jewish clergy who face death find different beliefs to provide
meaning and assurance to the dying or bereaved.

Jewish belief may

attach more value to the present life and perhaps generate a sense of
uncertainty about the future which could be unsettling.
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Uncertainty
The .. Uncertainty .. factor associates death with the unknown.

The

Southern Baptists disagreed that death is associated with .. Uncertainty ... The Roman Catholics mildly agreed with death as 11 Uncertainty,11 while the Conservative Jewish group more strongly agreed.
There were significant differences among all the groups with respect
to death as .,Uncertainty ...

The Conservative Jews were significantly

different from the other two groups, the Roman Catholics were
significantly different when compared to the other two groups, as
were also the Southern Baptists.
Death does not represent
11 Uncertainty., to the Southern Baptists, but it does to the Catholics,
and even more so to the Jews.
These views are likely to have significant implications for the
professional practice of the clergy.

The certainty experienced by

the Baptist clergy might make it easier to assist the dying or
bereaved member to face the loss, while the uncertainty of the other
two groups could mean a more difficult time adjusting to the reality
of death. An adequate level of belief could be a factor in certainty
versus uncertainty.
The fi nc~i ngs of the study are consistent with what cou 1d be
expected from the exploration of beliefs that is found in Chapter 1.
The somewhat less dogmatic, belief system of the Jewish tradition
would· lead to an expectation that the Jewish clergy might be
uncertain about the meaning of death. On the other hand, the rather
strongly dogmatic, more fundamentalistic perspective of the Southern
Baptists is consistent with the findings of certainty among the
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Southern Baptist clergy.

The somewhat uncertain position found among

the Roman Catholics reflects the more flexible theological vision
that seems to characterize the Catholic clergy if not the laity.
Leaving Family
The factor of

11

Leaving Family.. had an interesting set of

relationships emerge.

The Conservative Jews and the Southern

Baptists both associate death with leaving family with no significant
difference between them.

The Roman Catholics did not see death in

terms of forsaking family, and their view is significantly different
from both the Jews and Baptists.

It is possible that the difference

is related to the family status of the Catholic clergy more than any
theological belief.
factor,

If the single status of the clergy were not a

one would expect more agreement between Catholics and

Baptists on this matter since they agree on reward in afterlife with
the possible reunification of family members.
In professional practice it is probable that the Jewish and
Baptist clergy would be more empathic than the Catholic priest with
the dying person who felt he/she was forsaking the family and with
family who felt they had been forsaken.

One wonders what other

perspectives on life may be colored by the single status of the
Catholic clergy and the impact of these perspectives on their
professional roles.
To summarize Question 1, it is significant that there are
denominational differences on three factors ( Reward, .... Uncertainty, ..
11

and .. Leaving Family .. ), but it is also interesting that there are no
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significant differences on the other five factors which focused on
"Lonely Defeat,"

11

Final Test," .. Isolation, .... Natural Harmony," and

"Unimportant.".

So while denominational affiliation does make a

difference in death perspectives,

it is limited to only a few

perspectives, there are more simi 1arities than differences between
the groups. This may be because of the important role of· other
factors such as broader cu 1tura1 perspectives or being a member of
the clergy.
Question 2
This question has three parts, an overall question, with two
subquestions.

These are discussed separately.

Part 1: Will religious orientation
act as an 1nterven1ng var1able
between denom1nat1onal atf1I1ation
and death perspect1ves? ·
The analyses shows that religious orientation can add to the
variance
factors:

explained
11

by

denominational

Reward" and "Uncertainty...

affiliation

alone

on

two

"Reward" is discussed first.

Two religious-orientation factors are significantly related to death
as "Reward," they are "Utilitarian" (using religion to meet certain
goals)

and "Ceremonial .. (primary interest in ritual) perspectives.

Those clergy who use religion to meet particular needs and who enjoy
the ceremonial components of religious life are more likely to view
death as reward than those with other orientations.

It may be that

those whose re 1i gi on is more extern a1, and who use it as a means to
an end, also use it as a means of escaping life successfully, as a
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type of insurance against oblivion or worse following death.
Those clergy who are more "Utilitarian" and "Ceremonial" in
their religious orientation would be likely to provide this type of
model for the laity as well as perhaps explicitly teaching this
orientation formally and informally.

The effect on death situations

may be to urge the dying or bereaved to use re 1i gi on and re 1i gi ous
ritual as a tool for bringing peace or assurance in contrast with
those who would urge embracing religion for its own intrinsic value,
perhaps without explicitly recognizing the positive consequential
impact on various life situations.

For example, on one hand a person

could be implored to embrace religion because it can bring peace and
happiness.

A contrasting approach might urge one to accept and 1ove

and obey God solely because God loves the individual.
the

"Utilitarian"

approach, the second,

The first is

a "Permeating"

approach

(religion the major force effecting all of life).
The other factor which was affected by religious orientation as
an intervening variable was "Uncertainty."

Two religious-orientation

factors were significantly associated with death as "Uncertainty."
These were "Utilitarian" and "Behavioral" (time spent in religious
activities).
Those clergy who were "Utilitarian" and "Behavioral" in their
orientation are more uncertain about death --perhaps because their
approach to be 1i ef is different from those with different orientations.

If religion is only used as a tool for reaching secular

goals, it may be harder to internalize the belief system.
The "Behavioral" religious orientation, which is measured by how
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much time is spent in religious reading and attending religious
services, is also associated with .. Uncertainty ...

It is open to

question whether the more one attends re 1i gi ous services and reads
religious literature the more uncertain one becomes about death, or
whether those who are already uncertain engage in religious behaviors
more in an effort to relieve their uncertainty.
The

11

Utilitarian 11 and "Behavioral" clergy may be more likely to

transmit uncertainty to their members who are dying and bereaved than
those who had other religious orientations.

This may occur both

formally and informally and may significantly effect the perspectives
of the laity.
Part 2: Will committed-intrinsic
rel1g1ous or1entat1on correlate
pos1t1vely w1th "pos1t1ve" death
perspect1ves and negat1vely w1th
"negat1ve" death perspect1ves?
As discussed in Chapter 5, the Gillespie Permeating-Behavioral
factors are the closest to the Spilka Corrmitted-Intrinsic factors.
The

11

Permeating" factor was directly related to the factor which was

identified by Spilka as being a .. Positive .. factor ("Reward 11 ) and
inversely related to the factors identified by Spilka as "negativen
factors

("Uncertainty,"

"Lonely Defeat,"

and

"Forgettable

Isola-

Uon").

The .. Behavioral" factor was directly related to the negative

factor "Uncertainty.. and inversely related to the negative factor
.. Forgettable Isolation."

The

11

Permeating-Behavioral 11 factors were

not significantly related to any other factors.
With the exception of the direct relationship of .. Behavioral"
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with

11

Uncertai nty,.. the data support a ..yes.. answer to the research

question.

For a more complete understanding of the significance of

the ..yes .. answer, it is important to point out that the Gillespie
11

Permeating 11 factor contains five of the Spilka

(see Chapter 5, Table

).

11

IntrinsiC 11 items

The Gillespie Behavioral factor contains

only three items, and only two of these were Spilka•s
items.

So

Gillespie •s

.. Permeating..

factor

alone

11

Intrinsic 11

substantially

represents the items which constituted Spilka•s .. Committed-Intrinsic ..
factors. This means that the one relationship which seems anomalous
is based on a factor which does not have the broad substantive
content contained by Gillespie•s .. Permeating .. factor.
Those clergy who have a religious experience, which permeates
their entire life and forms the basis for all their life, hold perspectives on death that are more .. Positive ...

It must be kept in mind

that the term .. Positive, .. as used by Spilka, is a value judgment that
has not been empirically substantiated.
permeating

experience may
death

be more

likely

The clergy who have a
to convey

11

Positive 11

perspectives

of

to their congregations both formally

and

informally.

It is also possible that the .. Positive .. attitudes are

more functional for effectively dealing with terminal illness and
bere~vement.

This, however, is an empirical question which has not

been answered.
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Part 3: Will consensual-extrinsic
rel1g1ous or1entat1on be negat1vely
assoc1ated w1th "pos1twe" death
perspect1ves and pos1t1vely associated
w1th "negatlVe" death perspectlVes?
As

discus~ed

in Chapter 5, Gillespie's "Ceremonial-Utilitarian"

factors closely relate to the "Consensual-Extrinsic" factors.

The

evaluation of the data indicates a direct relationship between
"Uti 1itari an" orientation and the "Negative" factors "Uncertainty"
and "Lonely Defeat."

The ceremonial orientation, which is close to

"Consensual.. in content, was not significantly related to any death
perspectives.

This constitutes limited support for a "yes" answer to

Part 3. There is a direct relationship to "Negative" factors, but no
inverse relationship to "Positive" factors. There are no contradictory

relationships,

however.

That

is,

there are

no

direct

relationships to positive factors or inverse to negative. The
.. Utilitarian" clergy may be more likely to transmit "Negative"
perspectives of death than "Positive."
whether

11

It has not been estab 1i shed

Negati ve" perceptions are dysfunctional to healthy adjust-

ment to loss, but it is an interesting question for empirical study.
To summarize Question 2, Part 1, there is evidence that religious orientation acts as an intervening variable between one's
denominational affiliation and his/her perspectives on death.

This

is exhibited by the influence of .. Utilitarian .. and "Ceremonial"
orientations on death as "Reward," and "Utilitarian" and "Behavioral"
orientations on death as "Uncertainty."
Part ·2 is answered "yes," because of the relationship that "Permeating" religious orientation has to certain death perspectives. It

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

201
is directly related to
orientations:
Isolation ...

11

Reward 11 and inversely related to .. negative ..

.. Uncertainty,..

11

Lonely

Defeat, ..

and

.. Forgettable

The 11 Behavioral 11 religious factor is non-supportive of a

.. yes .. answer because of its direct relationship to
could be considered to be .. negative ...

11

Uncertain, .. which

However a ..yes .. is supported

by the inverse relationship of the behavioral orientation to death as
11

Forgettable Isolation ...
Part 3, which questions whether

11

Utilitarian 11 and

11

Ceremonial 11

are related directly to .. negative .. death factors and directly to
11

positive..

factors,

is

·given

a

qualified

11

Utilitarian 11 factor was directly related to .. negative .. factors:

11

Uncertainty 11 and 11 Lonely Defeat. 11

The

11

..yes..

because

the

Cerernonial 11 emphasis was not

significantly related to any factors.
What are the implications of the answers to Question 2?

First

it is clear that the kind of religious orientation that one has
influences his/her view of death.

For the clergy this may have an

influence on the congregation as the individual clergy reveals his
views formally and informally.

It may effect the way the . c 1ergy

relates to death-related experiences and have an impact on the
congregation•s own death-related behaviors.

Second, parts 2 and 3 of

Question 1 suggest that a .. Permeating.. perspective may be more
functional for providing a positive view of death while utilitarian
and ceremonial orientations may lead to a more negative view of
death.
Keeping the limitations of these findings in mind, it could be
suggested that

religious

instruction

which was

oriented

toward
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helping one develop a permeating orientation might lead to a more
functional set of death-related perspectives.

At the very least this

question has led to the realiz.ation that the relationships between
religious and death factors are complex and need to be

empirically

explored further to enhance our understanding of the complexity.
Question 3. Within the clergy, will
age, educat1on, mar1tal status,
and per1od of t1me 1n the clergy
be assoc1ated Wlth any other
factors 1n the study?
The

significant

findings

related

to

this

question

relative to educational level and period of time in the clergy.

emerge
Age,

which one might expect would be related at least to the death
factors, was not significantly related to any factors.
the case is unknown.

Why this is

It may be because of the relative homogeneity

of age of the group, or because of the strong influence of other
factors related to the clerical profession.

Educational level and

length of time in the clergy were significant, however, and their
impact is summarized below.
Education
The respondents were divided into four education categories: (1)
non-college graduate,

(2) college graduate, (3) masters, and (4)

doctorate. There were significant differences among these groups on
one religious factor ("Utilitarian") and one death factor ("Reward").
These are discussed separately.
The "Uti 1i tari an.. perspective is one which embraces re 1i gi on as
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a means of achieving a happy life, protection from danger, providing
social outlet, and comfort in crisis.

Those who have not finished

college and those with master•s degrees have negative scores on this
factor.

They do not view religion as a tool for achieving goals and

meeting

secular needs.

The

college graduates

and

doctorates scored positively, which means they hold a
perspective.

those with
11

Utilitarian 11

The clergy who have not completed college and those

with master•s degrees do not differ significantly from each other but
do differ significantly when compared to the college graduates and
clergy with doctorates.

The college graduates

and holders of

doctorates did not differ from each other.
The college graduates and doctorate holders have similar views
11
(

Utilitarian 11 ) , while the non-college graduates and master•s degree

clergy together hold a different view.
not easy to explain.
perhaps the

11

This fascinating finding is

Any explanation is merely conjecture.

Utilitarian 11 clergy were

they want from their profession.

11

But

USing 11 education to get what

The majority of college graduates

were Southern Baptists who may be urged to get a college degree to
gain advancement and recognition, and perhaps this level is adequate
in many churches. within the denomination.
mostly Catholics and Jews,

The doctoral people are

and .. getting to the top 11 may require

education at the doctoral level. The motivation, then, for education
may not -be education for learning, or for any intrinsic value, but
rather education for the utilitarian function
contrast,

the

non-college

(exclusively

it performs.

Southern

Baptists)

In
and

master• s degree clergy may not seek education for what it can get
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them; they have rather responded to the "call."
that

call

non-co 11 ege
required.

In order to follow

in the Southern Baptist denomination (where all
graduates

were)

advanced

education

is

not

the

always

Those responding to the "call" in the Jewish and Catholic

faith may be required to receive a master•s degree in order to
function in the clergy.

Their education is sought as a natural

response to the "call, .. to learn more, and be prepared to serve.
There are probably other exp 1anati ens which cou 1d be given for
these findings, but the findings are curious.

One would probably

expect that the two lower groups and the two upper groups would fall
together.

That would be much easier to explain.

needed

understand

to

this finding

More research is

of different orientations by

different levels of education.
The other factor which had significant differences based on
educational

level

was

the

death

perspective

"Reward."

This

perspective views death as a time where afterlife begins and bliss
comes as a reward to the faithful.

On this factor the two less

educated groups (no college degree and college degree) perceive death
as associated with "Reward."

The two most educated groups (masters

and doctors) disagreed with the perspective of death as "Reward." It
should be pointed out that the two lower educational groups are
predominantly Southern Baptist,
associated death with "Reward."

and Southern Baptists in general
The master•s level was made up of 19

Jews, 23 Catholics, and 10 Southern Baptists.

This predominantly

Christian group did not associate death with "Reward."

Perhaps the

higher the education, the less literalistic the interpretation of
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theological position.
strong.

The level of disagreement was mild rather than

The doctor a 1 group did not differ significantly from the

master•s group, but it is interesting that their factor score was in
the direction of stronger disagreement.

This group

is almost

entirely made up of the Jewish clergy, so the position which emerged
is to be expected, given earlier findings which showed that Jewish
religious leaders in general did not see death as being associated
with .. Reward ...
In the professional role of the clergy it.appears that the more
educated may be less likely to portray death as the beginning of an
afterlife of reward than those in the two Tower educational groups.
They may stress other elements of death in their attempt to help the
dying and bereaved deal effectively with the stress of loss.
Time in the Clergy
The length of time in the clergy was significantly related to
one factor in the death-perspective scale and to nothing on the
rel i gi ous-orientati on scale.
were divided into four groups:

For this evaluation the respondents
less than 10 years, 10 to 20 years,

20 to 30 years, and more than 30 years.
The one factor that was related to years in the clergy was death
as .. Natural Harmony...

This is the perspective that views death as a

natural part of the cycle of life, neither feared nor welcomed.

The

only significant difference was between the respondents that make up
the 10-30-year group and the more than 30 year group. Those in the
10-30-year groups

agree that death is associated with .. Natura 1
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Harmony" while the over 30 year group disagree.

The 1atter group

perhaps have been involved in more death-related experiences and this
may have colored their view.

It is also possible that this group is

o1der and may see i tse 1f as c1oser to their own deaths which may
change their perspective.
Whatever the reason those clergy who have been in the profession
30 or more years may convey a different view to their congregations
both collectively and on an individual basis.

More research

is

needed to determine the impact of this on the members.
To summarize Question 3, educational level and length of time in
the clergy are related to at least one factor on the two scales.
Educational level was related to a .. Utilitarian" religious perspective and to death as

11

Reward ...

Length of time in the clergy was

related to death as "Natural Harmony."

Perhaps the most surprising

thing is that age was not related to any factor.

It is also

interesting that educational level and length of time in the clergy
were not related to more factors.
Summa~y

Denominational
perspectives
Religious

of Findings

affiliation indeed is associated with death

( Reward,"

"Uncertainty,"

11

orientation

acts

as

an

and

"Leaving

Family").

intervening variable between

denominational affiliation and death perspectives on only two factors
("Reward" and Uncertainty
11

11

).

The clergy for whom religion permeates

his/her existence views death more "positively," and there is mild
support to suggest that the clergy who

11

USes" religion to meet
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particular non-religious goals views death more .. negatively ...
Limitations of the Study
The first limitation is that this is an exploratory study with
no testing of hypotheses or specific evaluation of theory. A general
theoretical statement was developed to provide a framework for the
research, but it is not formally evaluated.
Second, the conclusions are based on a study of the clergy of
three denominations in the Great Lakes region of the United States.
There

can

be no

generalizations

beyond

the clergy

denominations in this region of the United States.

of

these

There may be

parts of the United States where regional, cultural, or ethnic
patterns might differ from the population studied in this research.
For example, the. Roman Catholic population in Southern California
waul d be more heavily Latino with very few eastern Europeans. The
Southern Baptists in the South may differ significantly from northern
Southern Baptists in social class or political orientation.
Third, the sample was relatively small, although the return was
quite satisfactory (78.6%).

The views of the 21.4% who did not

return the questionnaire are unknown.

It is possible that those with

a particular. perspective did not return the questionnaire, and hence
the results of the study could be skewed.
A further limitation provided by the sample size relates to the
evaluation of the Religious-Orientation and Death-Perspective scales.
For factor analyses it would have been ideal to have a much larger
sample.

It is possible that the one or two somewhat anomalous
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factors would not have occurred.
however,

This is not a major problem,

because the number of the sample was within acceptable

limits and certainly was adequate for an exploratory study.
A fi na 1 1imitation of the study is that whi 1e the research
questions could be answered yes in every instance, the number of
significant associations between denominational affiliation and death
perspectives, and the impact of religious orientation and demographic
factors on death perspectives were 1imited to a few factors.

The

research questions are answered yes, but it is a 1imited yes.

For

example in many ways the denominational groups did not differ, and
the religious orientation made no difference in reference to most of
death perspectives.

There. is considerable homogeneity among the

three groups in that they do not differ significantly on many of the
death perspectives.

This is not to downplay the significance of the

differences, but to point out that the differences regarding the
factors included in this study are limited to those which emerged and
are discussed in the evaluation of the findings of the research.
Meaning of Findings for This Study
The general theoretical framework developed for this study and
shown

in

Figure

2 has

been supported.

The

model

posits

a

relationship between denominational affiliation and death perspectives and suggests two possible kinds of relationships.
relationship

is

immediate

and direct.

The first

The second posits that

religious orientation and/or demographic factors may be intervening
variables which influence the relationship between denominational

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

209
affiliation and death perspectives.
death

perspectives

are

Three possible influences on

suggested:

denominational

affiliation,

religious orientation, and demographic variables.

Religious
(~ Orien~tion

Denomination a 1
Affiliation of
Clergy

~)

~

Death
Perspectives

Demographic

(2 )

Factors

Figure 2. Relationship between denominational affiliation and
death perspectives.
There

is

evidence

that

there

is

a

relationship

between

denominational affiliation and death perspectives, both direct and
indirect,
variable

with
in

religious

some

orientation

instances.

acting

as

an

intervening

It has also been established that

demographic factors can influence both religious orientation and
death perspectives.
The support for the genera 1 theoreti ca1 statement which is
explicated in Chapter 3 includes implicit support for the basic
assumptions which under 1i e the statement.
there were

no

As an exp 1oratory study,

hypotheses developed from a specific theoretical

statement which cou 1d be tested to stati sti ca lly verify the theory.
Therefore the most that can be said is that the findings constituted
general support for the theoretical statement.
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Theoretical Implications of This Study
This study was guided by a theoreti ca 1 framework which has
five underlying assumptions and suggests the influence of denominational affiliation, religious orientation, and demographic factors
on death perspectives.

In this section the support of the findings

for the underlying assumptions are discussed.

The specific influence

of denominational affiliation, religious orientation, and demographic
factors is reviewed with suggested hypotheses which might guide
future research.
Support for Underlying Assumptions
Assumption 1 suggests a relationship among social institutions.
This study which finds that religious factors have an impact on
death attitudes supports the assumption of the influence of the
norms and values of one institution (religion) on the social arrangements surrounding death.
Assumption 2 posits a relationship between institutions and
individual behavior.

This assumption is also supported by the find-

ings in that certain beliefs were associated with certain individual
death perspectives.

Religious factors indeed have. been shown in

this study to be factors which influence the way the c1ergy view
death.
That death is fear and stress producing is the content of
Assumption 3.

This was supported by the findings which showed that

some individuals did indeed view death in very negative terms
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(

11

Lonely Defeat, ..

11

Isolation, ..

11

Uncertainty 11 ) .

These are all per-

ceptions which hold the potential for producing stress.
Assumption 4 suggests that religion can be fear and stress
reducing.

The findings of this study indicate that the

11

Permeating ..

religious orientation was not associated with those death perspectives which might be seen as most fear related and stress producing,
11

while

Utilitarian 11 was.

Therefore certain religious orientations

can be stress reducing, others may not be.
Assumption 5 posits the multidimensional nature of religious
and death attitudes.

This was strongly supported by the data in

this study which showed a wide range of dimensions i-n each attitudinal area.
Influence of-Denominational Affiliation
The theoretical model for this study (see Chapter 5, p. 86)
suggests that denominational affiliation is related to death perspectives.

The findings of this study are that there were denomi na-

tional differences among the three denominational groups on three
of the eight death factors:
Family ...
1.

.. Reward, .... Uncertainty, .. and

11

Leaving

From these findings the following hypotheses emerge:
There is a relationship between denominational affiliation

and death perspectives.
a.

Roman Catholics and Southern Baptists view death as
11
Reward ...

b.

Catholics and Conservative Jews view death as .,Uncertainty ...

c.

Conservative Jews and
as 11 Leaving Family ...

Southern

Baptists

view

death
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Influence of Religious Denomination
The model developed for this study suggests that religious
orientation acts as an intervening vari ab 1e between denomination a1
affi 1i ati on and death perspectives.
showing that

~utilitarian,"

The data supported this by

"Ceremonial," and "Behavioral" orienta-

tions are related as intervening variables to certain death perspectives.

Further, as expected (see Table 2, p. 88), all four orienta-

tions were found equally in all three denominational groups.

From

these findings the following hypothesis can be developed:
2.

Religious

orientation

acts

as

an intervening variable

between denominational affiliation and death perspectives.
a.

"Utilitarian" and "Ceremonial" orientations are related
to death as "Reward."

b.

"Uti 1itari an" and "Behavioral" orientation are related
to death as "Uncertainty."

Influence of Demographic Factors
The theoretical model developed for this study suggests the
relationship of demographic factors to religious orientation and
death perspectives.

The findings show a limited relationship:

educational level was related to a "Utilitarian" death perspective
and death as "Reward. 11
to death as

11

Length of time in the c1ergy was re 1ated

Natura 1 Harmony."

From this data the fo 11 owing hypo-

thesis can be suggested:
3.

Demographic factors are related to certain feligious orien-

tations and death perspectives.
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a.

College graduates and holders of doctorates have a
11
Utilitarian 11 religious orientation.
·

b.

Those with no college degree and those with four years
of college view death as .. Reward ...

c.

Clergy wi.thi n the profession view death as
Harmony ...

11

Natura 1

Potential Applications for
Findlngs of This Study
The findings of this study can be valuable in leading the
clergy, and those who train the clergy in seminaries, to be aware of
the impact of religious belief and orientation on death attitudes.
This has implications for the further development of theologies of
death and for death education of the clergy as well as for the
education of his/her congregation.

It a 1so has important imp 1i ca-

tions for the role of counselor to the dying and bereaved. A member
of the clergy must become aware of his/her own orientation and
perspectives and the meaning of these for professional prac::tice.
Seminary training and/or professional-growth seminars could use the
scales

refined

in

this

research

to enhance

self-awareness

and

stimulate discussion of the implications of personal perspectives for
the many facets of the clergy•s professional practice.
In addition, these scales could be administered to the laity to
lead to enhanced self-awareness and personal growth.
might well

The clergy

use them to evaluate where the congregation stands on

these issues.
It is probable that the emphasis placed on death varies somewhat
among the three groups .. The Jewish clergy may have thought more
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about death, perhaps because of the ri tua 1 that is so much a part of
their

religious

expe~ience.

Some

denominations

may

theelogical and practical training in dealing with death.

have

more

The prac-

tical concerns of counseling the bereaved and planning funerals are
pr«Dably receiving more attention than in the past.

But there

renai ns a need to draw from the thea 1ogy of the respective denominations the meaning of death, and to make that meaning applicable to
the situations which arise in everyday life.

This is a challenge to

seumnary theologians and professors of practics alike.
Suggestions for Further Research
There are several areas of research which are suggested by this
stwt}t:
1.

This study of the clergy should be expanded to include the

cleTg.Y of many other denominations.

Not only could studies be done

on the numerous Christi an groups in American society, but other
gr.o~s

such as Buddhists, Moslems,

Church cou 1d be studied.
Mcmnons,

Hindus,

and Unification Life

There are sects such as Jehovah Witnesses,

and Seventh-day Adventists which could be studied.

It

wou]d be of great interest to know whether the religious orientations
and death perspective of these secfs differ from the views of the
mai~line

Protestant or Catholic groups.

Further, in time, it would be profitable to go beyond the boundaries of the United States to do comparative studies of the clergy
in various countries on different continents.

Questions such as .. Do

the views of the Catholic priest or Jewish rabbi in Poland differ
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from the same groups in Australia or Brazil? would be interesting to
explore.
2.

Comparative research designed to assess the death perspec-

tive of clergy and lay persons within denominational groups would
greatly enhance existing 1iterature.
differences

between the

clergy

and

What are the simi 1arities and
the

laity?

If there

are

differences, what are the reasons for these differences?
Part of the concern here is to evaluate the impact of the clergy
on the attitudes and behavior of their congregations.

Does the

clergy have a greater impact on adult members than does early
training, reading of denominational literature, or, perhaps, other
cultural factors?

Are attempts to .. educate .. the laity concerning the

theological and practical meanings of death successful?

All of these

are important questions which are open for exploration.
3.

Studies need to be done on much larger populations of clergy

and laity to provide a more substantial data base for the refinement
of the Re 1i gi ous-Ori entation and Death-Perspective sea 1es
factor analyses.

through

It would probably be advantageous to use Spilka's

scales with sample numbers of one thousand or more.

There have never

been studies which have evaluated Spilka's scales with numb_ers this
larg_e, but this is the size needed for highly

reliable analyses. It

would be interesting to do this with large numbers of clergy of
different denominations to see, for example, if factor groupings of
Catholic priests would differ from those of Lutheran ministers.

It

also would be interesting to see what kind of factor groupings would
emerge from a 1arge group of peop 1e who were members of an eastern
religion, ·such as Buddhism.
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4. Research could be designed to explore the
.. negative .. implications of death perspectives.

11

positive 11 and

The determination of

whether these are seen as positive and negative in American society
needs to be accomplished through empirical evaluation rather than
being a value judgment of an individual· researcher.

Not only could a

determination of negative and positive views be made, but the
implication of people who held views which were predominantly
positive or negative could be·explored.
be

conducted

to

ascertain whether

For example, studies could
ho 1ding

positive

views

is

non-functional for successful resolution of the trauma of death or
dying than holding negative views.

If this were the case further

research could be done into the etiology of these views.

The

implication of these findings could be .important for teachers,
clergy, bereavement counselors, and others in professional practice
as well as for death theorists.
5. Studies could be designed as follow-up studies to evaluate
the impact of various religious orientations and/or death perspectives on various professional roles of the clergy.

These studies

could assess the orientation and perspectives of the clergy and then
evaluate their effectiveness in fulfilling certain roles.

For

example, the consumers of the services of the clergy could be asked
to evaluate the clergy as speaker, administrator, counselor, or
teacher. Or self-evaluation could be done by the clergy to determine
which

roles

are most

comfortable assuming.

meaningful

or which

he/she feels

most

It would be valuable to know that certain

orientations are associated with an effective counselor role and
others are related to good teaching.
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6. An exploratory study could be done of a11 the major seminaries in the United States to note how much death-related issues are
integrated into the curriculum.

It would be well to explore whether

there is an effort to exp 1i cate a systematic thea 1ogy of death and
dying.

Further, is this theological perspective effectively trans-

mitted to the practical level so that practical principles for
application to real life situations emerge?

At the same time it

would be helpful to evaluate the level of emphases given to counseling methods and techniques aimed at meeting the needs of the dying
and bereaved.

This practical research could be valuable to church

and seminary administrators as well as social scientists.
In all of the above research there needs to be continued effort
to build and refine theory which explains the relationships between
cognitive belief systems, religious orientation, and death perspectives.
Overall Summary
This research has been an endeavor to explore the issue of the
relationship between denominational affi 1i ati on and death perspectives among the clergy.

There was additional interest in noting the

intervening effects of religious orientation.

The theological per-

spective on death of the three groups (Conservative Jewish, Roman
Catholic

and

Southern

Baptist)

and the literature related to

religious orientation and death perspectives were reviewed.

A

theoretical framework was developed which led to three research
questions.

Since this was an exploratory study there was no formal
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testing of hypotheses, but the research questions were answered.
Findings were presented which, in general, support the perspective that there is a relationship between denominational affiliation
and death fears, and that religious orientation does act as an
intervening variable.

The implications of the findings of the study

were discussed along with suggestions for further research.
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SPILKA RELIGIOUS ORIENTATION SCALE
(Spilka et al., 1977)
Cn

1.

One of the most important aspects of religion is the
religious ceremonies.

I -em

2.

I try hard to carry my re 1i gi on over into a11 my other
dealings in life.

Cm

3. My ide as about re 1i gi on are one of the most important

parts of my philosophy of
E

lif~.

4. The church or synagogue is most important as a p1ace

to formulate good social relatiqnships.
Cn

5. Religion is most real to me during my attendance at
religious services.

Cn

6.

I do not think that the sequences of prayers, songs,
etc., is very important in religious services.

Cm- I

7.

Quite often I have been keenly aware of the presence
of God or the Divine Being.

Cn

8.

Every person. needs to have the feeling of security given
by organized religion.

Cm

9.

Tender concern for others is a means of finding joy in
one•s religion.

Cn 10. The more a religious service is ritualized, the more
meaning it has to me.
I 11. The prayers I say when I am alone carry as much meaning
and personal emotion as those said by me during services.
E-Cn 12. The purpose of prayer is to secure a happy and peaceful
1if e.
Cn 13.

The truly religious person believes honestly and wholeheartedly in the doctrines of his religious organization.

Cm 14.

My interest in and real commitment to religion is greater
now than when I first became active in a rel·igious organization.
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Cm 15.

Religion is a subject in which I am not particularly
interested.

I-Cm 16. It is important to me to spend periods of time in private
thought and meditation.
· Cn 17. The ritual
religion.

of worship is a very important part of

I-Cm 18. My religious beliefs are what really lie behind my whole
· approach to 1if e.
Cn 19.

I 1ike to think that peop 1e a11 over are going through
nearly the same ritual in their religious worship.

Cn 20.

I think that the placement and treatment of the various
articles of worship is very important in a worship service.

Cm 21.

I often think about matters relating to religion.

Cm 22. Be 1i evi ng as I do about re 1i gi on is very important to
being the kind of person I want to be.
·en 23. The precision and orderliness with which religious ceremonies are performed is important.
I-Cm 24.

Religion is especially important to me because it answers
many questions about the meaning of life.

Cn 25.

It is important to me that religious services be standardized.

Cm 26.

If my ideas about religion were different, I believe
that my way of life would be very different.

Cn 27.

The aim of religious leaders should be to establish buildings where religious services and ceremonies can vbe
conducted.

E 28.

What re 1i gion offers me most is comfort when sorrows
and mi~fortune strike.

E 29.

It doesn •t matter so much what. I be 1i eve so 1ong as I
lead a moral life.

E 30

One reason for my being involved in organized religion
is that such involvement helps to establish a person
in the community.

E 31.

Although I am a religious person I refuse to let religious
considerations influence my everyday affairs.
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E. 21.

I pray chiefly because I have been taught to pray.

E 33. A primary reason for my interest in re 1i gi on is that
my religious organization is a congenial social activity.
E 34. Occasionally I .find it necessary to compromise my
religious beliefs in order to protect my social and
economic well-being.
E 35. The primary purpose of prayer is to gain relief and protection.
E 36. Although I believe in my religion, I feel there are many
more important things in life.
E 37.

Religion helps to keep my life balanced and steady in
exactly the same way as my citizenship, friendships and
other memberships do.

I-em 38.

I ·read literature about my faith
a. frequently
b. occasionally
c. rarely
d. never.

r-em 39

If I
(1) a
a. I
b. I
c. I
d. I

I 40.

em 41

were to join a religious group I would prefer
religious study group or (2) a social fellowship.
would prefer to join (1)
probably would prefer to join (1)
probably would prefer to join (2)
wou1d prefer to join (2)
·

If not prevented by unavoidable circumstances, I attend
religious services
a. more than once a week
b. about once a week
c. two or three times a month
d. less than once a month.
How much time during the week would you say you spend
reading the Bible or other religious literature?
a. one hour or more
b. one-half hour
c. none-
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SPILKA•s DEATH PERSPECTIVES SCALES
(Spilka. et al., 1977)
Scale 1:

Death as Pain and Loneliness

Death as •
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

a last agonizing moment
the conclusion to a time of isolation
the final misery
the fate of falling by the wayside
the ultimate anguish and torment
a lonely experience at the time of dying
Scale 2:

D~ath

as an Afterlife-of-Reward

Death as
1. entrance to a place of ultimate satisfaction
2. leading to a cleansing and rebirth of oneself
3. leading to one•s resurrection and reward
4. union with God and eternal bliss
5. ·opportunity to give up this life in favor of a better one
6. the doorway to heaven and ultimate happiness
Scale 3:

Indifference toward death

Death as • • •
1. unimportant in the scheme of things
2. of little consequence
3. something to be shrugged off and forgotten
4. neither feared or welcomed
5. making no difference one way or another
Scale 4: Death as Unknown
Death as • • .
1. the biggest uncertainty of all
2. the greatest mystery
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3. the end of the known and the beginning of the unknown
4. something about which one must say "I don•t know "
5. a question mark
6. the most ambiguous of life•s perplexities
Scale 5:

Death as Forsaking Dependents plus guilt

Death as • • .
1. leaving one•s dependents vulnerable to life•s trials
2. a forsaking of loved others when one dies
3. reason to feel guilty that one may not be adequately
providing for future family necessities
4. a reason for feeling guilty
5. leaving the family to fend for itself
Scale 6:

Death as Courage

Death as • • •
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

a chance to show that one has stood for something during life
an occasion to show how one can meet this last test of life
a great moment of truth for oneself
an opportunity for great accomplishment
a time to refuse humiliation or defeat
the test of commitment to one•s life-values
Scale 7:

Death as Failure

Death as • . .
an event that prevents the realization of one•s potentialities
2. the end to one•s hopes
3. the final failure of one•s search for the meaning
of life
4. the destruction of any chance to realize oneself
to the fullest
5. defeat in the struggle to succeed and achieve

1.

Scale 8:

Death as a Natural End

Death as . • .
1.

an experience which comes to each of us because of the
normal passage of time
2. the final act in harmony with existence
3. a natural aspect of life
4. part of the cycle of life
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ATTITUDES ABOUT DEATH
The statements below represent a variety of opinions and beliefs. We
want to know how people differ on these questions and statements. Please
read each item carefully and indicate your response with the code given
below _Ey circling in the right ~ margin that position which most accurately expresses your true feeling. Sometimes people tend to mark
such statements in a way which would be most socially acceptable rather
than the way they feel. We want the-latter--your true feeling.
Please answer in the way that best represents how you personally feel and
please do not leave out any items.
1

2

Disagree
Strongly

Disagree
Moderately

3

4

5

6

Disagree
Mildly

Agree
Mildly

Agree
Moderately

Agree
Strongly

DEATH FOR ME IS:
1 ••• a last agonizing moment.

1 2 3 4 5 6

2 ••• the biggest uncertainty of all.

123456

3 ••• entrance to a place of ultimate satisfaction.

1 2 3 4 5 6

4 ••• the test of commitment to one's life values.

1 2 3 4 5 6

5 ••• neither feared or welcome.

1 2 3 4 5 6

6 ••• leaving one's dependents vulnerable to life's
triq.ls.

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 ••• leading to a cleansing and rebirth of oneself.

1 2 3 4 5 6

S••• making no difference one way or another.

1 2 3 4 5 6

9 ••• part of the cycle of life.

1 2 3 4 5 6

10 ••• the final misery.

1 2 3 4 5 6

11 ••• the fate of falling by the wayside.

1 2 3 4 5 6

12 ••• the greatest mystery.

1 2 3 4 5 6

13 ••• a forsaking of loved ones When I die.

1 2 3 4 5 6

14 ••• an event that prevents the realization of one's
potentialities.

1 2 3 4 5 6

15 ••• a time to refuse humiliation or defeat.

1 2 3 4 5 6

16 ••• a natural aspect of life.

1 2 3 4 5 6

17 ••• the end of the known and the beginning of the
unknown.

123456
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18 ••• reason to feel guilty that one may not be adequately providing for future family necessities.
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1 2 3 4 5 6

19 ••• the.end of one's hope.

1 2 3 4 5 6

20 ••• leading to one's resurrection and reward.

1 2 3 4 5 6

21 ••• an opportunity for-great accomplishment.

1 2 3 4 5 6

22 ••• something to be shrugged off and forgotten.

123456

23 ••• a final act in harmony with existence.

1 2 3 4 5 6

24 ••• the conclusion to a time of

1 2 3 4 5 6

i~olation.

25 ••• something about which one must say, "I don't know."

1 2 3 4 5 6

26 ••• a reason for feeling guilty.

1 2 3 4 5 6

27 ••• the final failYre of one's search for the meaning
of life.

123456

28 ••• union with God and eternal bliss.

1 2 3 4 5 6

29 ••• a great moment of truth for oneself.

1 2 3 4 5 6

30 ••• the ultimate anguish and torment.

l 2 3 4 5 6

31 ••• unimportant in the scheme of things.

1 2 3 4 5 6

32 ••• an experience which comes to each of us because of
the normal passage of time.

1 2 3 4 5 6

33 ••• a question mark.

123456

34 ••• the destruction of any chance to realize oneself to
the fullest.

1 2 3 4 5 6

35 ••• opportuni~y to give up this -life in favor of a bet. ter one.

1 2 3 4 5 6

36 ••• an occasion to show how one can meet this last test
of life.

123456

37 ••• of little consequence.

1 2 3 4 5 6

38 ••• the most ambiguous of life's perplexities.

1 2 3 4 5 6

39 ••• leaving the family to fend for itself.

123456

40 ••• the doorway to heaven and ultimate happiness.

1 2 3 4 5 6

41 ••• a-chance to show that one has stood for
during life.

som~thing

1 2 3 4 5 6

42 ••• defeat in the struggle to succeed and achieve.

1 2 3 4 5 6

43 ••• a lonely experience.

1 2 3 4 5 6
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ATTITUDES ABOUT RELIGION
The statements below represent a variety of opinions and beliefs about
religion. We want to know how people differ on these questions and
statements. Please read each item carefully and indicate your response
with the code given below _Qy circling in the right hand margin that
position whfch most accurately expresses your true feeling. Sometimes
people tend to mark such statements in a way which would be most socially acceptable rather than the way they feel. We want the latter-your true feeling.

Please answer in the way that best represents how you personally feel
and please do not leave out any items.
1

.

2

3

4

5

6

Disagree
Strongly

Disagree
Moderately

Disagree
Mildly

Agree
Mildly

Agree
Moderately

Agree
Strongly

1.

One of the most important aspects of religion is
the religious ceremonies.

1 2 3 4 5 6

2.

I try hard to carry my religion over into all my
other dealings in life.

1 2 3 4 5 6

3.

My ideas about religion are one of the most important parts of my philosophy of life.

1 2 3 4 5 6

4.

The church or synagogue is most important as ~
place to formulate good social relationships.

1 2 3 4 5 6

5.

Religion is·most real to me during my attendance
at religious services.

1 2 3 4 5 6

6.

I do not think that the sequences of prayers, songs
etc., is very important in religious services.

1 2 3 4 5 6

7.

Quite often I have been keenly aware of the presence of God or the Divine Being.

1 2 3 4 5 6

8.

Every person needs to have the feeling of security
given by organized religion.

1 2 3 4 5 6

9.

Tender concern for others is a means of finding
joy in one's religion.

1 2 3 4 5 6

10.

The more a religious service is.ritualized, the
more meaning it has to me.

1.23456

11.

The prayers I say when I am alone carry as much
meaning and personal emotion as those said by me
during services.

1 2 3 4 5 6
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12.

The purpose of prayer is to secure a happy and
peaceful life.

1 2 3 4 5 6

The truly religious person believes honestly and
wholeheartedly in the doctrines of his religious
organization.

1 2 3 4 5 6

14.

My interest in and real commitment to religion is
greater now than when I first became active in a
religious organization.

123456·

15.

Religion is a subject in which I am not particularly interested.

123456

16.

It is important to me to spend periods of time
in private thought and meditation.

123456

17.

The ritual of worship is a very important part of
religion.

123456

18.

My religious beliefs are what really lie behind
my whole approach to life.

123456

19.

I like to think that people all over are going
through nearly the same ritual in their religious
worship.

123456

20.

I think that the placement and treatment of the
various articles of worship is very important in
a worship service.

123456

21.

I often think about matters relating to religion.

123{.56

22.

Believing as I do about religion is very important to being the kind of person I want to be.

1 2 3 4 5 6

23.

The precision and orderliness with which religious ceremonies are performed is important.

123456

24.

Religion is especially important to me because it
answers many questions about the meaning of life.

1 2 3 4 5 6

25.

It is important to me that religious services be
standardized.

123456

26.

If my ideas about religion were different, t
believe that my way of life would be very different.

1 2 3 4 5 6

27.

The aim of religious leaders should be to establish buildings where religious services and
ceremonies can be conducted.

123456

28.

What religion offers me most is comfort when sorrows and misfortune strike.

1 2 3 4 5 6

29.

It doesn't matter so much what I believe so long
as I lead a moral life.

1 2 3 4 5 6

· 13.
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30.

One reason for my being involved in organized
religion is that such involvement helps to establish a person in the community.

1 2 3 4 5 6

31.

Although I am a religious person I refuse to let
religious considerations influence my everyday
affairs.

123456

32.

I pray chiefly because I have been taught to pray.

1 2 3 4 5"6

33.

A primary reason for my interest in religion is
that my religious organization is a congenial
social activity.

1 2 3 4 5 6

34.

Occasionally I find it necessary to compromise my
religious beliefs in order to protect my social
and economic well-being.

123456

35.

The primary purpose of prayer is to gain relief
and protection.

123456

36.

Although I believe in my religion, I feel there
are many more important things in life.

123456

37.

Religion helps to keep my life balanced and steady
in exactly the same way as my citizenship, friendships and other memberships do.

123456

38.

I read literature about my faith
a. frequently.
b. occasionally.
c. rarely.
d. never.

a b c d

39.

If I were to JO~n a religious group I would prefer
to join (1) a religious study group or (2) a social

a b c d

fellowship.
a. I would prefer to join (1)
b. I probably would prefer to join (1)
·c. I probably would prefer to join (2)
d. I would prefer to join (2)
40.

If not prevented by unavoidable circumstances, I
attend religious services
a. more than once a week.
b. about once a week.
c. two or three times a month.
d. less than once a month.

a b c d

41.

How much time during the week would you say you
spend reading the Bible or other religious literature?.
a. one hour or more
b. one-half hour
c. none

a b c
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PERSONAL DATA
1.

Age~---

3.

Religious Affiliation

4.

---Catholic

Marital Status

___

Sex

Southern
Baptist

Jewish

;...._

single

5.

-----

2.

married

widowed

divorced

Educational level (check highest level completed)
High School
1 year college _ __
2 years

college~--

3 years ·college

---

4 years college;....__ _
Name of college~-----------------------Major in college~---------------------Masters _ __

Name of institution

~-------------------

What degree? - - - - - Major field
Doctors ____
What degree?

Name of institution

~--------------------------

---------

Major field
ordination~-------

6.

If ordained, please indicate your age at.time of

7.

Please indicate the total time you have been in the clergy

-----------

Finally, we would like to give you the opportunity to respond more personally
by writing briefly in the space below an answer to the question: What does
death mean to you, and does your view differ from your perception of the dominant
view in your religious denomination?

CONTINUE ON BACK OF THIS SHEET IF NEEDED
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Letter 1
May 20, 1981
Behavioral Sciences Department
Andrews University
Berrien Springs
Michigan 49104

Dear
This letter is requesting your help in a research
project to better understand the ways in which the
clergy deals With members regarding death.
In a few
days you wil 1 receiye a guestionnaire which should only
take about fifteen minutes to complete. Your religious
organization was kind enough to make available names
from which to select our sample.
There are many differences of opinion about the clergy's
role and function regarding dying and death. This study
is designed to gather information which will enhance our
understanding of this important issue. Only you as a
practicing clergy can provide the information needed for
this study. The results of this study will be sent to
you, and all the information you provide will be treated
with complete confidentiality and anonymity.
The questionnaire is as short as possible to include
those things which need to be explored. If you have any
questions about the research, or the questionnaire that
you will be receiving, please feel free to write or call
me.
Sincerely,

Donald Gillespie
Assistant Professor of Sociology
Andrews University
(616) 471 3152
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Letter 2
May 24, 1981
Behavioral Sciences Department
Andrews University
Berrien Springs
Michigan 49104

Dear :
A few days ago I wrote you to request your help in a
study to better understand the ways in which the clergy
deal with members regarding death. I have enclosed the
questionnaire referred to in my earlier letter. I am
requesting your help. Please complete and return the
questionnaire. I have also enclosed a stamped envelope
for convenient mailing.
There is a great need to understand more about the ways
in which the clergy view death and the many practical
ramifications of these perspectives.
Virtually no
research has been done in this important area.
The information needed to complete this research can
come from no one but the clergy of the major religious
organizations.
Your
personal
viewpoint
is
indispensible, and your help in filling out the
questionnaire will be greatly appreciated.
All the
information you provide will be treated with complete
confidentiality and anonymity.
If you have any
questions about the questionnnaire or the research
project, please do not hesitate to write or phone.
Thank you very much for your help.
Sincerely,

Donald Gillespie
Assistant Professor of Sociology
Andrews University
(616) 471 3152
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Letter 3

Dear
Recently I asked for your help in a study designed to better understand the ways in which the clergy deals with members regarding
death. I have sent you a questionnaire for you to complete. If
you have sent back the questionnaire, I want to thank you very much.
If you have not yet completed and dropped your questionnaire into
the mail, I would appreciate your doing it at your earliest convenience.
The information you provide will expand greatly our understanding
of how the clergy relates to death and the implication of this for
professional practice. Please be assured that information provided
is absolutely confidential and anonymous.
If you have any questions, please do not hestiate to write or call.

Sincerely,

Don Gillespie
Assistant Professor of Sociology
Andrews University
(616) 473-3152
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Letter 4

Dear
About two weeks ago I asked for your help and accordingly sent a
questionnaire through which I hoped to gather scientific information
about the important problem of how the clergy deals with members
regarding death. If you have already done so, please accept my
thanks.
I know that as a member of the clergy you are very busy, and I
apologize for this additional request for your time. Your views
on this matter are so important to me that I am enclosing an extra
questionnaire (because sometimes things get lost on busy desks).
The issue of death is such a sensitive one that we need to know
much more about it. Virtually no research has been done with the
clergy regarding this topic. Only you can provide the information
that will help us understand much more about the clergy and their
views and practices regarding death. Remember, all replies will
be held in the strictest confidence.
Please fill out your questionnaire and drop it in the mail as soon
as possible. If you have questions please feel free to write or
call (phone 616-471-3572).
Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

Don Gillespie
Assistant Professor of Sociology
Andrews University
(616) 473-3152
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Letter 5

Dear
I must apologize for taking up more of your time with this request.
I understand that it is not always possible to respond.
You, however, are the only one who can provide the information needed
to better understand issues related to the clergy and their professional stance regarding death.
Please contribute to our understanding of this important topic by
taking a few moments to fill out the questionnaire which I have
sent you, and use one of the stamped envelopes provided to you
earlier. If you have misplaced your questionnaire, please write
or call collect, and I will send another one and another stamped
envelope.
I appreciate very much your time and help.

Sincerely,

Don Gillespie
Assistant Professor of Sociology
Andrews University
(616) 473-3152

.,.... .. _

~-

..

-~~-
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Table 52
Religious-Orientation Scale
Item Analysis of Entire Scale
Item

Paraphrased Content
11
Death for me iS 11

Carr.
Coeff.

.

.40
·1 religious ceremonies most important
.20
2 carry religion into all of life
3 religion important to philosophy
.39
of life
.39
4 religion important for social life
5 religion most real at religious
.63
services
-.10
6 ritual is not important
.24
7 often aware of presence of God
8 organized religion provides
feeling of security
.48
9 concern for others provides·joy
.21
in religion
10 the more ritual, the more
.43
meaning
11 private prayer is as meaningful
.23
as public
.63
12 purpose of prayer is happy life
13 religious person is doctrinely
.41
orthodox
14 interest in religion greater now
•17
than earlier
15 I'm interested in the subject of
•12
religion
16 private thought and meditation are
.07
important
17 ritual is important part of religion .40

Item

Paraphrased Content
11
Death for me is 11

18

religious beliefs affect whole
approach·to life
uniformity of ritual is important
ritual is important to worship
service
often think about religious matters
belief affects sort of person I
want to be
orderliness of ceremonies is
important
religion answers questions on
meaning of life
religious services should be
standardized
if I believed differently, life·
would be different
aim of leaders should be building
buildings
what religion offers most is
comfort
belief not as important as moral
life
religion establishes one in
community
religion does not influence everyday
affairs
I pray because I was taught to

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

Corr.
Coeff •
.23
.35
.38
•17
.22
.45
.38
.40
.22
.50
.47
.04
.38
N

•14
.26

~

0

PLEASE NOTE:

Duplicate page numbers. Text
follows. Filmed as received.

University Microfilms International
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Table 52 continued
Item

33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

Paraphrased Content
"Death for me is"
I am interested in religion because
religion provides social activity
I will compromise religion for social
or economic well being
prayer primarily is for relief
and protection
there are many more important
things than religion
religion helps keep my life
balanced
read religious literature:
never . . . frequently
prefer: social group •••
religious study group
attend service: rarely •
more than once a week
read Bible: never . . . more
than one hour a week

Corr.
Coeff.

Item

Paraphrased Content
"Death for me is"

Corr.
Coeff.

.37
.05
.46
.25
.43
.03
.03
.26
.08

N

~

_,
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Table ·53
Death-Perspective Scale
Item Analysis
Item

Paraphrased Content
"Death for me is"

Corr.
Coeff. ·

.35
1 last agonizing moment
.28
2. biggest uncertainty
3 entrance to place of ultimate satis~
-.10
faction
.22
4 test of commitment to life values
.24
5 neither feared nor welcome
.26
6 leaving dependents vulnerable
. 16
7 leading to cleansing and rebirth
8 making no difference one way or
.14
another
.30
9 part of the cycle of life
.54
the
final
misery
10
.35
11 the fate of falling by the wayside
.45
12 the greatest mystery
.37
13 forsaking of loved ones
.43
14 an event that stifles reaching goals
.35
15 a time to refuse defeat
.09
16 a natural aspect of life
.33
17 end of known, beginning of unknown
.40
18 guilt in not providing for family
.41
19 end of one's hope
-.13
20 leading to resurrection and reward
.11
21 opportunity for great accomplishment
.25
22 to be shrugged off and forgotten
.29
fi
na
1
act
in
harmony
with
exi
sten.ce
23
.54
24 conclusion to a time of isolation

Ite.m

Paraphrased Content
"Death for me is"

Corr.
Coeff.

I don't know
.45
reason for feeling guilty
.28
failure in search of meaning
. 51
union with God and bliss
.12
great moment of truth
.22
ultimate anguish and torment
.51
unimportant in scheme of things
.34
comes because of normal passage of
.29
time
.41
33 a question mark
34 destruction of chance for self
.39
realization
.06
35 beginning of a better life
. 36 chance to meet last test of life
.40
.25
37 of little consequence
38 most ambiguous of life's perplex.45
ities
leaving family to fend for itself
.36
39
40 the doorway to heaven and happiness -.06
chance to show what you've stood
41
.30
for
.47
42 defeat in struggle to succeed
.47
43. a lonely experience
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

N

~

N
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Table 54.
Comparative Factor Analyses by Religious Denominations
Death-Perspective Scale
Gillespie 11 Reward 11 Factor
Conservative
Jews

Roman
Catholics

Southern
Baptists

Full
Sample

Doorway to heaven and happiness

+*

+

-

+

Union with God and bliss

+

-

+

+

Beginning of a better life

-

+

+

Leading to resurrection and reward

+

-

+

Entrance to ultimate satisfaction

+

-

+

Great moment of truth

-

+

+

Opportunity for great accomplishment

-

+

Unimportant in the scheme of things

-

Most ambiguous of life's perplexities

+

To be shrugged off and forgotten

+

The fate of falling by the wayside

+

Part of the cycle of life

-

Final act in harmony with existence

* (+)

+
+

-

indicates inclusion in factor; (-) indicates exclusion from factor

+

-

~
~
~
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Tab 1e 54 cont i n'ued
Gillespie 11 Uncertainty 11 Factor
Conservative
Jews
Biggest uncertainty
Greatest mystery
I don't know
A question mark
End of known, beginning of unknown
Last agonizing moment
Most ambiguous of life's perplexities
A natural aspect of life

+

Guilt in not providing for family
Defeat in struggle to succeed
Forsaking.of loved ones
Great moment of truth
End of one's hope
Conclusion to a time of isolation
A time to refuse defeat

Roman.
Catholics

-

Southern
Baptists

Full
Sample

+
+
+
+
+

-

+
+

+·
+
+
+

-

-

-

-

+
+

-

+

+

+

-

-

+
+
+
+

-

+
+
N

+=>

VI
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Table 54 continued
Gillespie's "Lonely Defeat" Factor
Conservative
Jews

Roman
Catholics

Southern
Baptists

Full
Sample

Defeat in struggle to succeed

-

+

+

+

Destruction of chance for self realization

+

+

+

+

Failure in search for meaning

-

+

+

+

An event that stifles reaching goals

+

+

+

+

End of one's hope

-

+

+

The final misery

-

+

+

A lonely experience

+

-

+

+·

Leaving dependents vulnerable

+

+

Leaving family to fend for itself

+

N

~

m
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Table 54 continued
Gillespie's "Final Test" Factor
Conservative
Jews

Roman
Catholics

Southern
Baptists

Full
Sample

Chance to meet last test of life

-

-

+

+

Chance to show what you have stood for

+

+

+

+

Test of commitment to life values

+

+

-

+

Guilt in not providing for family

+

-

-

+

Great moment of truth

-

+

Biggest uncertainty

-

+.

A time to refuse defeat

+

Comes because of normal passage of time

-

-

+

Opportunity for great accomplishment

-

-

+

~

N

""'"
"'--
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Table 54 continued
Gillespie's "Forgettable Isolation"
Conservative
Jews

Roman
Catholics

To be shrugged off and forgotten
Conclusion to a time of isolation

+

Reason for feeling guilty

+

The fate of falling by the wayside

+

Southern
Baptists

Full
Sample

+

+

+

+

+

+
+

Forsaking of loved ones

+

Leaving family to fend for itself

+

Chance to meet last test of life

+

Beginning of a better life

+

Opportunity for great accomplishment

+

The final misery

+

Last agonizing moment

+

A natural aspect of life

+

Comes because of normal passage of time

+

N

~

Most ambiguous of life's perplexities

+

0)
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Table 54 continued·
Gillespie's "Natural·Harmony" Factor
Conservative
Jews

Roman
Catholics

Southern
Baptists

Full
Sample

-

+

Part of the cycle of life

+

+

Final act in harmony with existence

+

+

+

A natural aspect of life

+

-

+

Neither feared or welcome

+

-

-

+

Entrance to place of ultimate satisfaction

-

+',

+.

Leaving dependents vulnerable

-

-

+

Ultimate anguish and torment

-

-

+

Reason for feeling guilty

+

End of unknown, beginning of known

+

Comes because of normal passage of time

+

Leading to cleansing and rebirth

+

Chance to meet last test of life

-

+
N
-!=>

1.0

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Table 54 continue.d
Gillespie's

11

Unimportant" Factor

Conservative
Jews

Roman
Catholics

Southern
Baptists

Full
Sample

-Unimportant in scheme of things

+

+

+

Making no difference one way or another

+

++

+

Of little consequence

+

+

+

Neither feared or welcome

+

To be shrugged off and forgotten

+

Beginning of a better life

+

End of one's hope

+

Forsaking of loved ones

+

The final misery

+

Failure in search of meaning

+

Lead:i ng to resurrection and reward

+

Reason for feeling guilty

+

The fate of falling by the wayside

+

The doorway to heaven and happiness

+

N
U1

0
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Table ·54 continued
Gillespie's "Leaving Family" Factor
Conservative
Je\'IS

Roman
Catholics

Southern
Baptists

Full
Sample
+

Leaving dependents vulnerable
Leaving family to fend for itself

+

Opportunity for great accomplishment

+

Leading to resurrection and reward

+

A lonely experience

+

Ultimate anguish and torment

+

Chance to meet last test of life

+

Leading to cleansing and rebirth

+

+

Test of commitment to life values

..

End of known, beginning of unknown

+

A time to refuse defeat

+

N

U1
_,
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Comparative Factor Analysis by Religious Denomination
Religious-Orientation Scale
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Table 55
Comparative Factor Analysis by Religious Denomination
Religious Orientation Scale
Gillespie's "Permeating" Factor
Conservative
Jews
Beliefs affect whole approach to life
Beliefs affect sort of person I want to be
Religion important to philosophy of life
Often think about religious matters
Religion answers questions of meaning
of life
Often aware of presence of God
Carry religion into all of life
Private thoughts and meditation important
Interested in subject of religion
More interest in religion now than earlier
Belief not as important as moral life
Compromise religion for social or economic
well being
believe different, life would be different
Religion does not influence daily affairs
The more ritual, the more meaning
Private pr&yer as meaningful as public
I pray because I was taught to
More important things than religion
Religious person is doctrinally orthodox
Frequency of reading religious literature
Frequency of service attendance
Frequency of Bible reading
Religion establishes one in community

*

-*

+

-

+
+

Roman
Catholics
+

-+
+

-+
-+

-

-

-

+

-

+

-

+

--

-

-

Southern
Baptists

Full
Sample

+
+
+
+
+

+
+
+
+
+

+
+
+
+

+
+
+
+

++

+

+

+
+
+
+
+
+

+
+

+
+

+
+
+

(+) indicates inclusion in factor; (-) indicates exclusion from factor

N
U1

w
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Table 55 continued
Gillespie's "Utilitarian" Factor
Conservative
Jews
The more ritual the more meaning
Religious ceremonies most important
Ritual important to worship service
Orderliness of ceremonies is important
Religious services should be standardized
Religious person is doctrinely orthodox
Religion most real at religious services
Religion provides feeling of security
Interested in subject of religion
Ritual important part of religion
Ritual is not important
Private thought and meditation important
Uniformity of ritual is important
Religion important for social life
Religion offers comfort most
Compromise religion for economic and social
well being

+
+

Roman
Catholics

Southern
Baptists

Full
Sample

+

+

+
+
+

+

+

+
+

+

+
+

+

+

+
+
+·
+

+

+
+
+

+

+
+

N
01
~
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Table 55 continued
Gillespie's "Behavioral" Factor
Conservative
Jews
Frequency of Bible reading
Frequency of religious literature reading
Frequency of service attendance
Ritual important to worship service
Beliefs affect whole approach to life
Compromise for social or economic well
being
More interest in religion now than
earlier
Often aware of presence of God
Religion provides social activity
I pray because I was taught to
Concern for others brings joy
Belief as important as moral life
Organized religion gives feeling of
security
Interested in subject of religion
Religion offers most--comfort
There are many more important things
than religion

Roman
Catholics

Southern
Baptists

Full
Sample

+
+

+
+

+

+

+
+
+
+
+

+
+
+

+

+
+
+
+
+

N

U1
U1
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Table 55 continued
Gillespie's "Utilitarian" Factor
Conservative
Jews
Purpose of prayer is happy life
What religion offers most in comfort
Prayer is primarily for relief and
protection
Religion important for social life
Religion provides social activity
Religion helps keep my life balanced
I pray because I was taught to
Aim of leaders should be to build buildings
Many more important things than religion
Prefer social or religious study group
Frequency of reading Bible
Religious person is doctrinely orthodox
Ritual is important to worship service
Orderliness of ceremonies is important
I will compromise for social or economic
wellbeing

+
+
+
+
+
+

+

Roman
Catholics

Southern
Baptists

t

+
+

+
+
+

Full
Sample
+
+
+

+
+
+
+

+

+
+
+
+
+
+

N

U1

0'1

APPENDIX I
Summary of Studies of Relationship between Religion
and Death Attitudes
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TABLE 1
S~~RY

OF STUDIES OF RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RELIGION AND DEATH ATTITUDES
Conclusions

Name

Date

Population

N

Rei'. Scale

Alexander & Adlerstein

1958

Re 1 . & Non Re 1 .
(2 groups)
Male students

50

No

No differences
in anxiety levels
between two groups

Alleman

1964

College students
(3 groups)
a. believers in
afterlife
b. non-believers
in afterlife
c. doubters

90

No

No major differences
in how respondents
view death

Angelica

1977

Episcopal clergymen
Episcopal laymen

100

No

Clergymen had greater
denial than laymen

Berman & Hays

1973

College students

300

Yes

Bolt

1977

College students

62

Yes

Relationship between
death fear and religious
experience

Burrows

1972

College students

291

Yes

Significant relationship between religious
beliefs and attitudes
toward death

1A belief in afterlife scale was used

1

Relationship between
death anxiety and
afterlife beliefs is
weak. Females higher
than males in fear

N
U'1

00
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Table 1--Page 2
Cerny

1977

College students
(3 groups)
a. 11 born again 11
Christians
b. Christians
c. non-Christians

Chasin

1968

Chenard

NA

Yes

A significant association between religious
orientation and death
perspectives

Church members

324

Yes

Relationship between
religious beliefs and
attitudes toward death
hold only under certain
conditions (sex, education, income, etc., are
important)

1973

}~rried

women in
Catholic and
Unitarian churches

295

Yes

Variations in commitment to traditional
Christian beliefs do
affect reaction toward
death

Cremins

1979

Junior High students

133

Yes

Intrinsically religious
less fearful

Christ

1961

Psychiatric ward
patients

62

No

Clark

1978

Adult Christian and
non-Christians

NA

Yes

Diggory and Rothman

1961

Jewish, Protestant,
and Catholic church
members, and a group

563

No

Fear of death not
related to religion
Intrinsic Christians
less fearful
Religious affiliation
related to type and
intensity of death
fears

N
01
1.0
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Table 1--Page 3
Eichmann

1975

Catholic Seminarians
Catholic graduate
students, former
Catholics and agnostics

144

Yes

Faunce & Fulton

1958

College students

104

No

Feifel

1959

Mentally ill patients,
aged population,
normal young, middle
aged

210

No

Feifel

1974

Healthy respondents,
and terminally ill
patients

187

Yes

Gerard

1958

Catholics, Protestants,
and Jews

NA

No

Differences in levels
and types of fears
among different religious groups

Jeffers, et. al

1961

Aged community
volunteers

269

No

Relationship between
religious belief and
fear of death. Those
with less fear more
religious

Jennings

1977

Male, protestant
psychiatric patients

90

Yes

Catholics had less fear
than non-Catholics

Fear of death more
characteristic of
religious students
than non-religious
. There is a relationship
between fear of death
and religious belief
No differences between
"believers" and "nonbelievers" in fear of
death

No relationship between
fear of death and religious belief

N

en

0
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Table 1--Page 4
Jepson

1967

High school students,
and evening school
adults, both Catholics
and Protestants

Kahoe & Dunn

1975

Adult Protestant and
Catholics

Kalish

1963

Leming

145

No

70

Yes

College students

220

No

Found some relationships
between death attitudes
and denominational
affiliation

1976

Adults

403

Yes

Very religious and very
non-religious have lower
death anxiety

Leming

1980

Adults

372

Yes

Lower anxiety among
religious

Lester

1970

College women,
Protestant, Catholic
and Jewish

154

Yes

Religiosity associates
with death fears.
Being religious shifts
concern from self to
others

1965

Protestant adults

58

Yes

Religion serves to confront and reduce ones
own fear of death

~~rtin

& Wrightsman

Differences in attitudes and fears
regarding death between
Catholics and Protestants
Some relationships
between religion and
death attitudes

N

m

~

HcCarthy

1975

Undergraduate
Catholic nuns
Catholic lay women
undergraduates

300

Yes

Intrinsic religious
orientation does not
relate to low death
fear
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Table 1--Page 5
McDonald

1976

College students

58

No

No relationship between
religion and death
anxiety

Minton & Spilka

1976

Adult church members

67

Yes

There are relationships
between religious behavior and death attitudes

Nelson and Cantrell

1980

Adults

1,279

No

Religion better predictor of anxiety than
any other variable
tested

O'Rourke

1977

Aged Christian
nursing home residents

99

Yes

No relationship between
religiousness and fear
of death

Patrick

1979

Christian and Buddhist
church members

91

Yes

Intrinsic Christians
less fearful

Price

1977

College students

1,021

No

Shearer

1973

Christian ministers
Christian laymen, and
non-Christians

60

Yes

.... \

Spilka, et. al.

1977

Undergraduate college
students, adult church
members

328

Yes

Relationship exists between religious orientations and death attitudes
Christians lower in
anxiety than nonChristians, orthodox
less fearful of death
than liberal
Significant relationships
exist between religious
belief and death attitudes

N
0'1
N
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Table 1--Page 6
Sullivan

1977

College students

321

Yes

Swenson

1961

Aged population, religious and non-religious

210

No

Religious respondents
not as fearful of death

1970

College students

213

Yes 1

No significant relationship between fear
of death and religious
belief

Templer

1972

Religious retreat
participants

267

Yes 2

Significant relationships exist between
certain religious
behaviors and beliefs
and death anxiety

Vernon

1970

College students

1,843

No

Significant relationships exist between
fear of death and
religious variables

1968

College studnets

161

Yes

Templer

&

Williams

Dotson

&

Cole

Religious orientation
did not have a significant impact on
attitudes toward death

Most religious groups
have lowest death anxiety

1An e1g
. h t quest1on
.
.
.
re 1.1g~ous
se 1£ assessment 1nventory
was use d •
2An e1g
. ht

.

quest~on

.
.
re 1'~g~ous
se 1£ assessment 1nventory
was use d .

N
0"1

w
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